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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 


n  m    *  rooi  on 


Chronology  of  "The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVII Ith  Century  (1803),  36  vols. 
The  chief  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Simonds  D*  Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberl&nd's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols.  ; 
Almon's  Debates,  24  vols. ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &e.,  &c 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

CONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  II. -1066  to  1760. 

Vol.  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IIL-1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  HL  to  40  Geo-  IIL 
1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol  35    41  Geo.  Ill .1801 

—    36    42        —      1802 

(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol.  36    42  Geo.  HI 1802-3 


DEBATES. 
First  Series. 

(Second  Parliament — continued*) 

V*L    1    &    2. ..44  Geo.  Ill 1803  4 

—  3  to    5.. .45         —       1805 

—  6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
VoL     8&    9. ..47    Geo.  Ill  1806-7 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 

VoL    9  to  11.  ..48    Geo.  IIL 1807-8 

—  12  — 14. ..49         —       1809 

_    15  — 17. ..50         —       1810 

—  18  — 20.. .51  —       ...    1810-11 

—  21  —23. ..52         —       1812 


VoL 


(Fifth  Parliament.) 

24  to26...53  Geo.  IIL  ... 

1812-13 

27  &  28... 54         —      ... 

1813-14 

29  to  31. ..55         —       ... 

1814-15 

32  — 34.. .56         —       ... 

..     1816 

35  &  36...57         — 

...    1817 

37  — 38._58         — 

...     1818 

(Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  &  40... 59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—  41    60         —      ...  1819-20 

Second  Sales. 

BEIGN  OF  GEORGE  IV.  -1820  to  1890. 

(Seventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  1  to  3...  1  Geo.  IV 1820 

—  4  &  5...  2         —       1821 

_  6—  7...  3          -        : 1822 

_  8—  9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5  --  ■    1824 

—  12  —  13...  6         —       1825-6 

_    n  _  15...  7         —       1826 

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol.16    7  Geo.  IV 1826 

—  17    8         —       1827 

—  18  &  19...  9         —       1828 

—  20— 21. ..10         —       1829 

—  22  to  25. ..11  —       1830 

Third  Series. 

BEIGN  OF  WILLIAM  IV.  -1830  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    4  to    8...  2  Will.  IV 1831 

—  9—  14...  3         —        1832 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

-   21      -  25...  5         —       1834 

(Twelfth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  26  to  30-..  6  Will.  IV 1835 

—  31  —  35...  7         —       1836 

—  36  —  38...  8  -       1837 
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REIGN  OF  VICTORIA-183?  to 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 


Vol. 


Vol. 


39  to  44...  1  Victoria  1838 

45—  50...  2    -     1839 

51—  55...  3    —    1840 

56—  58...  4  —     (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 

59  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

60  to  65. 


66  — 
72- 

77  — 
83  — 
89  — 


71... 
76... 
82... 
88... 
94... 


5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

(a)  1847 


Vol. 


(Fifteenth  Parliament.) 
95  10  Victoria   (T>)  1847 


96  to  101. ..11 
102— 107. ..12 
108— 113. ..13 
114-  118. ..14 
119— 122. ..15 


.1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

(a)  1852 


(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 


Vol.123  15  Victoria 

—  124  to  129. ..16    — 
_  130— 135. ..17 

—  136— 139. ..18    — 
_  HO— 143. ..19 

—  144  20 


(b)  1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

(a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  145  to  147. ..20  Victoria   (b)  1857 


148  - 
152- 


1*1  ..21 
153. ..22 


.1858 
(h)  1859 


Vol. 


[(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 

154  to  155... 22  Victoria     (b)  1859 
156— 160.. .23 


161  -  164.  ..24 
165— 168. ..25 
169— 172. ..26 
173-  176. ..27 
177— 180. ..28 


1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 


(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184... 29  Victoria   1866 

—  185— 189. ..30         —         1867 

—  190— 193.  ..31         -  ,..1867-8 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198. ..32  Victoria    ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203... 33  1870 


(Twentieth  Parliament— eont.) 

Vol.  204  to  208. ..34  Victoria    1871 

—   209—  213...35        —         1872 

_   214— 217. ..36         -  1873 

(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 
Vol.  218  to  221.  ..37  Victoria   1874 


222 226. 

.38    - 

1875 

227—231. 

.39    - 

1876 

232—236. 

.40    - 

1877 

237 242. 

.41    - 

1878 

243  —249. 

.42    - 

...  1878-9 

250  &  251. 

..43    - 

(a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

Vol.  252  to  256.  ..43  Victoria     (b)  1880 
-        1881 


257—  26D...44 
266— 273.. .45 
274  &  275.. .45 
276  to 283... 46 
284— 292...  47 
293— 301...  48 


(a)  1882 
(b) 


1882 
1883 

..1884 
1884-5 


(Twenty-Third  Parliament. 
Vol.  302  to  307 ...  49  Victor  i a     (a)  1 88G 

(Twenty* Fourth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  308  &  309... 49  Victoria     (b)  1886 


310  to  321.  ..50 
322— 332... 51 
333— 340,..  52 
341  _348...53 
349_356. ..54 


.1887 
...188? 
...1889 
...1890 
1890-1 


Fourth  Series. 


(TWENTY-FOURTH    PARLIAMENT— COTlt.) 

Vol.      1  to     6.. .55  Victoria  1892 


(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.     7     56  Victoria  1892 

...1893-4 

1894 

1895 


i      

8  to  21. ..57 
22—  29... 57 
30—  35... 58 


(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 


Vol. 


36 
37 
45 
53 
66 
77 
7fi 
79 


59 

to  44... 59 

-  52. ..60 

-  65. ..61 

-  76... 62 

63 

63 

6S 


Victoria  1895 

...  1895-6 

1897 

189& 

1899 

1899 

\9Q& 

190*  • 


HER  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE    CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of 

Salisbury,  ICG. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council His  Graee  the  Pake  of  Devonshire,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Hals  bury. 

Lord  Privv  Seal Rt  Hon.  Viscount  Cross,  G.C.B.,  G. C.S.I. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Balfour. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Bt 

Colonial Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

War Most  Hon.  Marquess  of  Lansdownk,  K.G.,G.('.M.G.,  G.C.S.I. 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  Bt. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  George  Joachim  Goschen. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadouax,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Thomson  Ritchie. 

Secretary  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  JJoard Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers  Dou<;la*. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Long. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Postmaster-General Duke  of  Norfolk,  K.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Walkond,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt  Hon.  it.  W.  Hanbuky,  M.P. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Council Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon  Gorst,  M.P. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty W.  G.  Ellison  Macartney,  Ewi..  M.P. 


(H.  T.  Anstruther,  Esq.,  M.P. 
-JWi  "         - 


Lords  of  the  Admiralty- 


Lords  of  the  Treasury 1  William  Hayes  Fisher,  Esq.,  M.P. 

I  Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 
( Admiral  Sir  F.  W.  Richards,  G.C  B 

Vice- Admiral  Sir  F.  G.  D.  Bedfokd,  K.C.B. 

Rear- Admiral  A.  K.  Wilson,  Y.(\,  C.B. 

Capt.  A.  W.  Moore,  C.B.,  r.M.G. 
[  J.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Est]..,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Rt  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  Colli ngs,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onklow,  G.C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office George  Wyndham,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board T.  W.  Russell,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary,  War  Offiee J.  Powell- Williams,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  Richard  E.  Webster,  Bt ,  G.C.M.G..,  (j.C,  M.P. 

SeSeitor-General Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Lords-in-  Waiting 


vi  HER  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE.  —(Comt.) 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jeune,  K.C.B.,  President  Probate,  Divoree^ 

and  Admiralty  Courts. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Hopbtoun,  G.C.M.G. 

Vice-Chamberlain Hon.  Ailwyn  E.  Fellowes,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  G.C.V.O. 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O. 

Paymaster-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viscount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Viscount  Curzon,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Buckhounds Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Coventry, 

Captain  Yeoman  of  the  Guard Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldegrave. 

/General  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Bridport,  G.C.B.  (permanent). 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kintore,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Churchill. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Harris,  G.C.S.I.,  G.C.I.E. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lawrence. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
\Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

SCOTLAND. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kinsburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

Solicitor-General Charles  Scott-Dickson,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadogan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  David  Harrel,  K.C.B. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Geo.  Wright,  Esq. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  MORLEY. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliaments  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thesiger,  C.B. 

Readine-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees 

Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills H.  C.  Malkin,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks 

Clerk  of  Private  Bills,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Private  Bill  Costs R.  W.  Monro,  Esq. 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office A.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk,  Judicial  Department,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Judicial  Costs E.  F. 

Taylor,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees— J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. 
Other  Clerks F.  Skene,  Esq. ;  \V.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq.  ;  C.  L.  Anstruther,  Esq. 

(Clerk  attending  the  Table) ;  Hon.  A.  McDonnell  ;  A.  H.  Robinson,  Esq.  ;  H.  P.  St. 

John,  Esq.  ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  ;  Hon.  E.  A.  Stonor  ;  H.  J.  F.  Badeley,  Esq. ; 

C.    HKADLAM,  Esq.  ;  J.  B.  HOTHAM,  Esq. 

Accountant G.  Fulkes,  Esq. 

Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  Court  ;  Assistant  Copyist Mr.  H.  P.  Norris. 

Messengers Messrs.  W.  Worfell,  A.  A.  Worfell,  C.  E.  Chizlett,  A.  N.  Stoll,  J.  W.  F. 

Locke,  J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett. 

Librarian S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Messenger Mr.  W.  H.  G.  Strevens. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. ;  Clerk 

J.  W.  G.  Bond,  Esq. 

Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod Gen.  Sir  Michael  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Ellis,  K.C.V.O.,  C.S.I. 


HER  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE.— (Cont.)  vii 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.—  {Cont) 

Deputy  Serjeant-at-Arms S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Resident  Superintendent Mr.  J.  K.  Williams. 

Shorthand  Writer W.  H.  Gurney  Salter,  Esq. 

Principal  Doorkeepers Messrs.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holman. 

First  Class  Assistants Messrs.  C.  Walker,  J.  Hedley,  J.  Lane. 

Second  Class  Assistants Messrs.  B.  Gallop,  H.  B.  Strevens,  G.  W.  Cross,  W.  Stopp. 

Third  Class  Assistants Messrs.  J.  Woolacott,  A.  A.  Edney,  J.  F.  Baum. 

Messengers Messrs.    A.    J.    Solman,   J.    B.  Forsyth,  C.    Chapman,    W.   Phillips, 

W.  W.  Meates, 
Superintendent  of  Refreshment  Rooms- — Mr.  William  Aogas. 
Inspector  of  Police  attending  the  House  of  Lords Mr.  T.  Kendrick.  < 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons Archibald  Milman,  Esq.,  CB. 

Clerk- Assistant Francis  B.  G.  Jenkinson,  Esq.,  CB. 

Second  Clerk- Assistant Arthur  W.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerks 

Public  Bill  Office,  and  Clerk  of  Fees W.  A.  Ferguson -Davie,  Esq.,  CB. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  H.  Ley,  Esq. 

Committee  Office R.  Dickinson,  Esq. 

Private  Bill  Office J.  H.  W.  Someuset,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks W.  Gibbons,  Esa.  ;  F.  St.  George  Tupper,  Esq. ;  H.  C  Tower,  Esq.  ; 

C.  V.  FRERE,  Esq.;  L.  T.  Le  Marchant,  Esq.;  G.  C  GlFFARD,  Esq. 
Assistant  Clerks- Sir  E.  H.  Doyle,  Bart.  ;  S.  L.  Simeon,  Esq.  ;  Arthur  I.  Dasent,  Esq.; 

E.  C.  Howe  Browne,  Esq.;  Horace  West,  Esq.;  Henry  A.  Ferguson-Davie,  Esq.; 
Arthur  H.  Ellis,  Esq. ;  Percy  A.  Bull,  Esq. ;  F.  R.  Williams  Wynn,  Esq.; 
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New  Member  Sworn— -Sir  Michael  Foster,  K.C.B.,  M.D.,  for  the  University 
of  London 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  so  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has  l>een  appointed  and  estimates 
have  been  presented,  the  Businass  of  Simply  shall  (until  it  lie  disposed  of)  be  the 
first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Friday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on  the 
Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the. Crown  moved  at  the  commencement  of  Public 
Business  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate ;  and  the  provisions  of 
Standing  Order  No.  56  shall  be  extended  to  Friday.  Not  more  than  twenty 
days,  being  days  before  the  5th  of  August,  on  which  the  Speaker  leaves  the 
Chair  for  tne  Committee  of  Supply  without  Question  put,  counting  from  the  first 
day  on  which  the  Speaker  so  left  the  Chair  under  Standing  Order  No.  5(5,  shall 
be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on  Account,  the  Business  of  Supply  standing 
first  Order  on  every  such  day.  Provided  always,  that  on  Motion  made  after 
Notice  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate,  additional  time,  not  exceeding  three  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the 
Business  of  Supply,  either  before  or  after  the  5th  of  August.  On  the  last  but 
one  of  the  allotted  days,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  the  Chairman  shall  proceed 
to  put  forthwith  every  Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  outstanding  \  otes  in 
Committee  of  Supply ;  and  on  the  last,  not  lieing  earlier  than  the  twentieth 
of  the  allotted  days,  the  Speaker  shall,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.  proceed  to  put 
forthwith  every  Question  necessary  to  complete  the  outstanding  Reports  of 
Supply.  On  the  days  oppointed  tor  concluding  the  Business  of  Supply,  the 
consideration  of  such  business  shall  not  be  anticipated  by  a  Motion  of  Adjour- 
ment  under  Standing  Order  No.  17  ;  nor  may  any  dilatory  Motion  be  moved  on 
such  proceedings ;  nor  shall  they  be  interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any 
Standing  Order  relating  to  the  Sittings  of  the  House.  Provided  always  that 
any  Additional  Estimate  for  any  new  service  or  matter,  not  included  in  the 
original  Etimates  for  the  year,  shall  be  submitted  for  consideration  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply  on  any  day  not  later  than  two  days  before  the  Committee 
is  closed.  Provided  also  that  the  days  occupied  by  the  consideration  of 
Estimates  supplementary  to  those  of  a  previous  Session,  or  of  any  Vote  of 
Credit,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  computation  of  the  twenty  days.  Provided 
also  that  two  Morning  Sittings  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  one  Three  o'clock 
Sitting."— (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Buncombe  (Cumberland,  Mr.      Gibson      Bowles      (Lynn 

Egremont)  105  Regis)  106 

Mr.  Broadhurst  (Ijcicester)...     106 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  17,  after  the  word '  August,  to  insert  the  words*  and  on  such  allotted 
Fridays  the  House  shall  meet  at  11  a. in.  and  sit  till  6  p.m.'  "-(.Vr.  Jhmcombr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

The  First  Lard  of  tlie  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Conner  (Liver- 
pool, Scotland) 

Sir  U.  Campbell-Bannerman 
(Stirling  Burghs) 

>%*  Samuel  Hoare  (Norwich) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Swift  MacNiell  ...  117         Mr.  John  Bedmond  ( Waterfmd)       1 1 8 

Mr.      Courtenay       Warner  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles        119 

(Staffordshire,  Lichfield) ...  "118         Mr.  A.  J.  Balfurr        122 

Mr.     Coghill      (Stoke-vpon- 

Trent) 118 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  •'  twenty,'  to  insert  the  word  •  two.' "— {Mr.  Strachey.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  two  '  be  there  inserted." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  13G  :  Noes,  230.     (Division  List  No.  13.) 

Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :—  Ayes,  303  ;  Noes,  62.     (Division  List  No.  14.) 

Ordered,  That  so  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has  been  appointed 
and  Estimates  have  been  presented,  the  Business  of  Supply  shall 
(until  it  be  disposed  of)  be  the  first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Friday,  unless 
the  House  otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
moved  at  the  commencement  of  Public  Business  to  bo  decided  without 
Amendment  or  Debate ;  and  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  No.  50, 
shall  be  extended  to  Friday. 

Not  more  than  20  days,  being  days  before  the  5th  of  August,  on  which 
the  Speaker  leaves  the  Chair  for  the  Committee  of  Supply  without 
Question  put,  counting  from  the  first  day  on  which  the  Speaker  so  left  the 
Chair  under  Standing  Order  No.  56  shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including 
Votes  on  Account,  the  Business  of  Supply  standing  first  Order  on  every 
such  day. 
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Provided  always,  that  on  Motion  made  after  Notice  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate,  additional  time, 
not  exceeding  three  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the  Business  of  Supply, 
either  before  or  after  the  5th  of  August. 

On  the  last  but  one  of  the  allotted  days,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  the 
Chairman  shall  proceed  to  put  forthwith  every  Question  necessary  to 
dispose  of  the  outstanding  Votes  in  Committee  of  Supply ;  and  on  the 
last,  not  being  earlier  than  the,  twentieth  of  the  allotted  clays,  the  Speaker 
shall,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  proceed  to  put  forthwith  every  Question 
necessary  to  complete  the  outstanding  Reports  of  Supply. 

On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding  the  Business  of  Supply,  the 
consideration  of  such  business  shall  not  be  anticipated,  by  a  Motion  of 
Adjournment  under  Standing  Order  No.  17 ;  nor  may  any  dilatory 
Motion  be  moved  on  such  proceedings;  nor  shall  they  be  interrupted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing  Order  relating  to  the  Sittings  of  the 
House. 

Provided  always  that  any  Additional  Estimate  for  any  new  service  or 
matter,  not  included  in  the  original  Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  be 
submitted  for  consideration  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  any  day  not 
later  than  two  days  before  tha  Committee  is  closed. 

Provided  also  that  the  days  occupied  by  the  consideration  of  Estimates 
supplementary  to  those  of  a  previous  Session,  or  of  any  Vote  of  Credit, 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  computation  of  the  twenty  days.  Provided 
also  that  two  Morning  Sittings  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  one  Three 
o'clock  Sitting. 

Bisiness  of  the  House  (Reports  of  Money  Committees)— Ordered,  That 
the  proceedings  on  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways 
and  Means,  and  other  Committees  authorising  the  expenditure  of  Public 
Money,  may  be  entered  upon  at  any  hour,  though  opposed,  and  shall  not 
be  interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing  Order  regulating  the 
Sittings  of  the  House,  except  of  Standing  Order  No.  5. — (Air.  A.  J. 
Balfour.) 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland) — Bill  to  amend  the  Law  regarding 
Ecclesiastical  Assessments  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  bo  brought  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  13  i 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Bill  —  "  To  amend  the  Law 
regarding  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  in  Scotland,"  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  83.]        ...         134 

SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

NUMBER  OF  LAND  FORCES. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  further  number  of  Land 
Forces,  not  exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  bo  maintained  for  the  service  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  home  and  abroad, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900." — (Mr.  Wyndkam.) 
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Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.).. 
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Mr.  A.J.Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  clahi  cd  to  mow.   "T1  ,-it  tie 
question  be  now  put." 
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The  Committee  divided — Ayes,  236;  Noes,  39.     (Division  List  No.  15.; 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided — Ayes,  239  ;  Noes,  34.     (Division  List  No.  16.) 
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servants  of  other  local  authorities,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Major 
Rasch,  Mr.  Hazell,  Mr.  Galloway,  and  Mr.  Sinclair.  ...     237 

Local  Authorities  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill — "  To  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  0 Ulcers'  Supernnuation  Act  to  officers  and 
servants  of  other  local  authorities,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  3rd  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  84.]  237 

Licensing  Acts  Amendment  (Scotland) — Bill  to  extend  the  powers  and 
provisions  of  the  Licensing  Acts  to  Magistrates  of  Police  of  Burghs  in 
Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr.  Colvillc,  Mr.  John  Wilson 
(Govan),  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  Mr.  Souttar      238 

Licensing  Acts  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill—"  To  extend  the  powers  and 
provisions  of  the  Licensing  Acts  to  Magistrates  of  Police  of  Burghs  in 
Scotland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  28th  February,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  85.]  ...         ...     238 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Act  (1895)  Amendment — Bill  to 
amend  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Act,  1895,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Mr.  Crombic,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  and  Captain  Sinclair        ,.     238 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Act  (1895)  Amendment  Bill— "To 
amend  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Act,  1895,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th 
March,  and  to  be  pfrinted.     [Bill  86.]  %i        ...     238 
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Factories  and  Workshops  Amendment  and  Consolidation— Bill  to 
amend  and  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Factories  and  Workshops, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Caldwell,  Sir  Charles  Cameron, 
Mr.  Pirie,  Mr.  Souttar,  Mr.  Colville,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Govan)       ...     238 

Factories  and  Workshops  Amendment  and  Consolidation  Bill— "To 

amend  and  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Factories  and  Workshops,'' 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  28th  February,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  87] . . .         238 

Boilers  [Registration  and  Inspection  (No.  2) — Bill  to  provide  for  the 
Inspection  and  Kogistration  of  Boilers,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
William  Houldsworth,  Sir  Edward  Gourley,  Mr.  Maclean,  Mr.  Provand, 
Colonel  Denny,  and  Mr.  Leigh  Clare  239 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  (No.  2)  Bill-  -"  To  provide  for  the 
Inspection  and  Registration  of  Boilers,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  7th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  88]      239 

Electric  Lighting  Act  (1882)  Amendment—  Bill  to  amend  the  Electric 
Lighting  Act,  1882,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  William  Houldsworth, 
Sir  John  Dorrington,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice,  Colonel 
Lockwood,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  Owen         ...         239 

Electric  Lighting  Act  (1882)  Amendment  Bill— "To  amend  the  Electric 
Lighting  Act,  1882,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  89]  239 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure— Bill  to  make  provision  with  respect  to  the 
Tenure  of  the  Houses  of  Workmen  in  certain  Employments,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Colville,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Souttar,  and  Mr.  John 
Wilson  (Govan)       239 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  Bill — "  To  make  provision  with  respect  to  the 
Tenure  of  the  Houses  of  Workmen  in  certain  Employments,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th 
February,  and  to  be  printed    [Bill  90]         . . ."        ...     239 

Supply. — Considered    in   Committee.      (In  the  Committee.)      [Mr.  J.   W. 
Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates,  1899-1900— 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £13,000,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1900,  for  additional  expenditure,  in  consequence  of  the  war 
in  South  Africa,  in  respect  of  the  following  Army  services,  namely  : — 

Vote  1.     Pay,  &c,  of  the  Army £2,400,000 

Vote  2.     Medical  establishments  :  pay,  <fec 70,000 

Vote  3.     Militia :  pay,  &c.            250,000 

Vote  4.  Yeomanry  cavalry  :  pay  and  allowances          . . .  5,000 

Vote  5.     Volunteer  corps  :  pay  and  allowances 15,000 

Vote  6.     Transport  and  remounts            5,000,000 

Vote  7.     Provisions,  forage,  and  other  supplies 3,000,000 

Vote  8.     Clothing  establishments  and  services 500,000 

Vote  9.     Warlike  and  other  stores           1,600,000 

Vote  10.  Works,  &c.  :  cost  (including  staff  for  engineer 

services)      150,000 

Vote  13.  War  Office  salaries  and  miscellaneous  charges  10,000 

Total    ...         v.        ....  £13,000,000 

— (Mr.  IVyndham.) 
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DISCUSSION  :— 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bamierman  Mr.    Grant    Lawson    (Yorkshire, 

(Stirling  Burghs)           ...     240            N.R.,  Thirsk)            274 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury  Mr.  T  D.  Sullivan  (Donegal,  W.)  275 

(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man-  Mr.  Bell  (Staffordshire,  Ijzek)    ...  276 

Chester,  E.)         249         Mr.  ArnoUl  For ster  (Belfast,  W.)  277 

Copt.     Norton     (Xewiiigton.                  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.) 280 

//'.)        254         Mr.  Yerhurah  (Chester) 281 

Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  X.)  260         Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Caean,  IF.)...  284 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  IK)...  263         Col.  Wyndhnm  Murray  (Bath)  ...  289 

Mr.  Bartley  (lslin<jton,  JV.)  267         Mr.  William  Abraham  (Cork  Co., 

Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  E.)     267             X.E.) 290 

Mr.  Penn  (Lewisham)       ...     270         Mr.  T ally  (Lcit rim,  S.) 294 

Mr.   Patrick    O'Brien  (Kil~  Mr.  Hay  den  (Roscommon,  S.)    ... 

kenny) 271 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present  (Mr. 
McDermott,  Kilkenny,  N.).  House  counted,  and  forty  Members  being 
found  present  :-- 

Mr.Hayden  301         Mr  Patrick  O Brien       308 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  Mr.  Weir  (1 loss  and  Cromarty)...     308 

for  War  (Mr.   Wyndhnm, 

Ihvrr)    ...  .\  ...  303 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
C^iestion  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Points  of  Order  : — 

Mr.  Swiff  MacXeill  ( Donegal,  Mr.  William  Redmond 310 

S.)         309        Mr.  Crilly  (Mayo,  N.) 310 

Mr.  Flaxin  (Kerry,  X.)     . . .     309 

Rulings— TJie  Clviirman  310 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  189  ;  Noes,  47.     (Division  List  No.  17.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  213  ;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  18.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

Ways  and  Means— Considered  in  Committee.     [Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumber- 
land, Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  towards  making  good  the 
Supplv  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March  1900,  the  sum  of  £13,000,000  bo  granted  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr*  John  Redmond) 
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Question  put — 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  40  ;  Noes,  231.     (Division  List  No.  19). 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  arising ;  and  it  being  after  midnight,  the  Chairman  proceeded 
to  interrupt  the  business  : — 

Whereupon  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  l>e  now  put." 

Points  of  Order  : — ■ 

Mr.JohnRedmrmd  ...     333         Mr  Caldwell      336 

Rulings— The  Chairman 334 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  227  ;  Noes,  40.     (Division  List,  No.  20.) 

Original  Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided;  Ayes,  224  ;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List,  No.  21.) 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  half  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:  MONDAY,  19th  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with : — Scottish  American  Investment 
Company,  Limited  [h.l.1  ;  London  Hydraulic  Power  Company  [h.l.]; 
North-Eastern  Railway  [h.l.1  ;  North-Eastern  Railway  (Steam  vessels) 
[h.l.1;  Taff  Vale  Railway  [H.L.];  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways 
and  Harbours  [H.L.]  ;  Rhymney  Railway  [n.L.] ;  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Campanies 
Amalgamation  [ill.]  ;  Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford, 
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Limerick,  and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  [ill.]  ; 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  [ill.]  ;  Imsehenetzky's  Uralite 
Patent  [ill.];  Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  [h.l.];  And  the 
Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  been  complied  with  :  —St.  David's  Railway  (Abandonment) ; 
And  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing  Orders 
applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — Hamilton, 
Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  ;  Wellingborough  and  District 
Tramroads.     The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        341 

Cowes  Pier  Bill  [h.l.]— Glasgow  Building  Regulations  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Neath 

Harbour  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Read  a  second  time 341 

Rawmarsh  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [h.l.];  South 
Shields  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas 
Bill  [ill.]  ;  Welsall  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  Read  a  second  time 342 

IlETUllXS,  IMPORTS,  dr. 

Education1 — List  of  School  Boards  and  School  Attendance  Committees  in 
England  and  Wales,  1st  January,  1900  :  Presented  [by  command],  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 342 

Lunacy — Return  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits  made  and  the 
number  of  patients  seen  by  the  several  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  during 
the  six  months  ended  31st  December,  1899 342 

Committals  (Ireland) — Returns  from  Clerks  of  the  Crown  and  Peace  of  the 

number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  in  1 899        342 

Duchy  of  Lancaster— Account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  in  1899         ...     342 

National  Debt — I.  Military  Savings  Banks — Account  or  gross  amount  of  all 
moneys  received  and  paid  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  on  .account  of  "The  Fund  for  Military  Savings  Banks." 
II.  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies — 1.  Account  of  the  gross 
amount  of  all  sums  received  and  paid  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  on  account  of  Banks  for  Savings  and 
Friendly  Societies  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  their  commencement 
at  6th  August,  1817,  to  20th  November,  1893,  inclusive.  2.  Account  of 
the  several  transactions  which  have  taken  place,  during  the  year  ended 
20th  November,  1899,  in  the  investment  of  all  moneys  which  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 
for  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies.  3.  Account  showing  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Government  to  the  trustees  of  Savings 
Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  respectively  on  20th  November  1899,  etc....     342 

Ska  and  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  (Ireland)  (Non-Congested  Districts) — 

Account  for  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  1899   ...         343 

Superannuation  Act,  1859— Treasury  Minute,  dated  10th  January,  1900, 
declaring  that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  under  the  Local  (Tovcrnment  Board,  profes- 
sional or  other  peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the 
public  service  are  requisite     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     343 

Penal  Servitude  Acts,  1853  to  1891  (Conditional  Licence) — Licence 
granted  by  Her  Majesty  to  Dinah  Cohen,  a  convict  under  detention  in 
Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  the  said  Dinah  Cohen  to  be  at  large,  on 
condition  that  she  enter  the  Royal  Victoria  Home,  Horfield,  near  Bristol. 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    343 
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House  adjourned  at  Five  of  the  clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  Standing  order  No.  G2  has  been  complied  with,  viz : — Belfast  and 
County  Down  Railway  Bill ;  Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Mid  Kent 
Water  Bill.     Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  353 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  Thereto 
Complied  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz.: — Metropolitan 
Police  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     353 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (no  Standing  Orders  Applicable)— Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred 
on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz. : — 
Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     353 

City  of  London  (Various  Powers)  Bill—Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
^      (Mr.  John  Burns,  Battersea) ;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  ...     354 
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Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement  Bill-  -Airdrie,  Coatbridge,  and 
District  Water  Trust  Bill  ;  Bradford  Corporation  Bill ;  Brighton  Corpora- 
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Bill.     Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 354 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill ;  Lee  Conservancy  Bill ;  Liverpool  Corporation 
Bill ;  London  County  Council  (Compulsory  Purchase  of  Land)  Bill ; 
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Bill ;  Manchester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway  Bill ;  Market 
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Council  (Gas)  Bill ;  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill ; 
Nottingham  Corporation  Bill ;  Oldham  Corporation  Bill ;  Ossett  Corpora- 
tion Gas  Bill ;  Pontefract  Park  Bill ;  Reading  Corporation  (Tramways) 
Bill ;  Rochdale  Corporation  Bill ;  Scarborough  Corporation  Bill ;  South- 
port  Extension  and  Tramways  Bill ;  Spalding  Urban  District  Council 
(Water)  Bill ;  Stockport  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ;  Tottenham  Urban 
District  Council  Bill;  Wakefield  Corporation  Market  Bill ;  West  Ham 
Corporation  Bill ;  Widnes  and  Runcorn  Bridge  Bill ;  Woodbridge  District 
Water  Bill.     Read  a  second  time,  and  committed   ...         355 
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Local  Authorities'  Officers'  Supuranntation — Petitions  for  alteration  of 

I^aw,  from  Kingston  ;  Worcester  ;  and  Croydon  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...     355 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  —  Petitions  in  favour,  from  Fryston ;  Ryhill ; 
Pilsey  ;  Flimby  ;  Clifton  ;  Broughton  Moor  ;  St.  Helens  ;  Buckhill ;  and 
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for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  356 

Rating  of  Woodlands  -Petition  from  Malton,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  356 

8ale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from 
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Supply  [15th  February] — Resolution  reported  : — 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Number  of  Land  Forces — "That  a  further  number  of  Land  Forces,  not 
exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  Home  and  Abroad,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of  March,  1900. 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  said  Resolution." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.       William      Redmond  Mr.  Swift  MacNtill  (Donegal,  S.)     424 

(Clare,  E.)        396         Mr.    Courtney  Warner  (Stafford- 
Mr.   Louis  Sinclair  (Essex,                      shire,  Lichfield)  *        426 

Romford 408         Mr.    AtlurUy    Jones    (Durham, 

Mr.   Bryn  Roberts  (Camar-  N.W.)  427 

vonshire,  Eifion) 410         Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)     430 

Mr.  H.  P.  Pease  (Darling-  Mr.  Tully  (Leitrim,  S.) 434 

ton)        416         Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Camn,  W.) ...     440 

Mr.    Gibson    Bowles    (Li/nn  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.)...         ...     444 

Regis)     '  ...  419 

Sir  Wilfred  Lawson  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth)         ...  421 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present  (Mr. 
J.  P.  Farrell).     House  counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  Flavin  444 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  164  ;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  22.) 

Resolution  agreed  to  : — 

Supply — [16th  February] — Resolution  reported:— 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates,  1899-1900— 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,000,000,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  additional 
expenditure,  in  consequence  of  the  war  in  South  Africa,  in  inspect  of  the 
following  Army  services,  viz  : — 

Vote  1 .     Pay,  &c,  of  the  Army £2,400,000 

Vote  2.     Medical  Establishments  :  Pay,  &c 70,000 

Vote  3.     Militia :  Pay,  &c.            £50,000 

Vote  4.     Yeomanry  Cavalry  :  Pay  and  Allowances        . . .  5,000 

Vote  5.     Volunteer  Corps  :  Pay  and  Allowances            ...  15,000 

Vote  6.     Transport  and  Remounts           5,000,000 

Vote  7.     Provisions,  Forage,  and  other  Supplies            . . .  3,000,000 

Vote  8.     Clothing  Establishments  and  services 500,000 

Vote  9.     Warlike  and  other  Stores          1,600,000 

Vote  10.  Works,  &c. ;  Cost  (including  Staff  for  Engineer 

Services)      150,000 

Vote  13.  War  Office  Salaries  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  10,000 

Total £13,000,000" 
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Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  * £13,000,000,'  and  insert  * £1,000,000'  instead  thereof/'— {Mr.  Flavin). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  £13,000,000 '  stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Tully 451  Mr.  John  JMmond  (Wutet ford)  479 

Mr.  William  liedmond      ...  457  Mr.   James    O'Connor   (Wicklow, 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)       ...  465  W.) 4*2 

Tlie  Under  Secretary  of  State  Dr.  Ambrose  (Mayo,  W.)  ...  483 

for    War  (Mr.   Wyndhum,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny)...  484 

Dover) 472 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  235  ;  Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  23.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
the  said  Resolution/' 

Mr.  Crean  (Queen's  CowUy,  0.<$ory)         ...         ...  487 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  207  ;  Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  24.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the   Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Resolution." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  207  ;  Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  25.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ways* and  Means  [16th  February]. 

Resolution  reported  : — 

"  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  the  sum 
of  £13,000,000  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom."    . 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Question  proposed,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)      493 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hvkx-Bnirh,  Bristol,  W.)         ...     496 

Mr.  Tilly  rose  to  continue  the  debate,  when — 

Mr.  A.  .7.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  .—Ayes,  189  ;  Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  26.) 
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Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Resolution." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  187  ;  Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  27.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  James  William  Lowther,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hanbury. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill — '"  To  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  this  day      ...         499 

It  being  after  One  of   the  clock,   Mr.   Speaker  adjourned  the  House 
without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  One  of  the  clock. 
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Examiners  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — Brewery  and  Commercial  Investment 
Trust,  Limited  [h.l.]  ;  South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railways  Th.l.  J ;  Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868,  Amendment 
[h.l.]  ;  Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  [h.l.]  ; 
Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas  [H.L.]  ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways 
[H.L.J ;  Sheffield  District  Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Wirrall  Railway  [ill.] ; 
Great  Berkhampstead  Water  [h.l.].  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table 501 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.];  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge 
Tramways ;  Devonport  Corporation ;  South-Eastern  Metropolitan  Tram- 
ways; Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power.  Examiners'  Certificates  of 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  on  Tuesday  next  .. .         ...     501 

Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Workington  Railways 
and  Docks  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Cleethorpes  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Commercial  Union 
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a  second  time   ...         -         ...     501 

Governments  Stock  and  Other  Securities  Investment  Company  Bill 

[h.l.1  ;  Kingston-upon-Thames  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London,  Brighton,  and 
South  Coast  Railway  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  London  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Universal  Life  Assurance  Society 
Bill  [H.L.]— Read  the  second  time 502 

Exmouth  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [ill.]— Read   the   second   time 

[according  to  order] 502 
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Militia  Ballot — Moved  to  resolve :  "  That  this  House,  having  heard  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  for  the  strengthening  of  our  military  forces 
and  armaments,  is  of  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  our  military  system  rests 
on  the  Militia  ballot,  it  is  essential,  looking  to  military  efficiency  and 
the  permanent  safety  to  our  conntry,  that  the  ancient  constitutional  law 
of  compulsory  military  service  for  home  defence,  and  for  home  defence 
only,  be  at  once  so  amended  that  it  may  be  available  to  be  put  in  force 
in  such  modified  form  as  will  effect  its  purpose  without  weighing  unduly 
upon  the  people." — (The  Lord  Wemyss,  E.  Wemyss). 

Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  Northbrook. . . 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne 

Earl  Grey  

The  Duke  of  Northumberland 
The  Earl  of  Dunraven  ... 
The  Earl  of  PortsmwUh  .. 
Viscount  Galway 
Lord  Saltoun      

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  42  ;  Not-Contents,  69. 
House  adjourned  a  quarter  before  Eight  of  the  clock. 
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Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  With) — Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  that  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  first  reading 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely — Cheshire 
Lines  Committee  Bill ;  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast  Railway 
Bill ;  Maidenhead  Gas  Bill ;  Vale  of  Rheidol  Light  Railway  Bill.  Ordered 
that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time 551 

Hastings  Corporation  Bill;  Hastings  Harbour  Bill — Read  a  second 

time,  and  committed 551 

Wolverhampton,  Bssington,  and  Cannock  Chase  Junction  Railway 

Bill — Read  a  second  time  and  committed    ..<         ...         ...         ...         ...     551 
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ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Asquith  and  Mr.  M 'Arthur        551 

Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads— Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to 

be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and  Mr.  Samuel  Evans        552 

West  Ham  Corporation  Bill — Petition  for  additional  Provision ;  referred  to 

the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  552 

Metropolitan     Police    Provisional    Order    Bill;    Military    Lands 

Provisional  Order  Bill — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 552 

STANDING  ORDERS, 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee — 1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Petition,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with.  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their 
Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  are 
struck  out  of  the  Bill.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how 
far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with. 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Devonport  Corporation  Petition,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to 
construct  Tramways  No.  4  and  4a  are  struck  out  of  the  Bill.  That  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

3.  "  That  in  the  case  of  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
Petition,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers- 
to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  are  struck  out  of  the 
Bill.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
been  complied  with." 

4.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Shannon  Water  and.  Electric  Power 
Petition,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  on  condition  that  a 
proviso  l>e  added  to  Clause  37  that  no  generating  stations  shall  be 
erected  upon  the  land  comprised  in  that  Clause  or  upon  any  other  lands 
than  those  specified  in  the  Bill  for  that  purpose.  That  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with."  Reso- 
lutions agreed  to         552 
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Chkap  Trains  (So.  ml) — Bill  relating  to  Choap  Trains  for  the  working  classes, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Buxton,  Sir  Albert  Rollit, 
Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland,  .Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Maddison, 
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Cheap  Trains  (No  2)  Bill—"  Relating  to  Cheap  Trains  for  the  Working 
Classes,"  presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  23th  March,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  94]      596 
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the  Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1886,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
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and  Sir  William  Wedderburn. 
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time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th  February,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  95]  * ." 597 

School  Board  Electorate  (Scotland)— Bill  to  admit  to  the  School  Board 
Electorate  in  Scotland  all  persons  entitled  to  vote  for  the  County  Council 
Election,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  James  Baillie,  Dr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Hedderwick,  Mr.  Nicol,  and  Sir  William  Wedderburn. 

School  Board  Electorate  (Scotland)  Bill—"  To  admit  to  the  School  Board 
Electorate  in  Scotland  all  persons  entitled  to  vote  for  the  County  Council 
Election,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  bo  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  2tfth  February,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  96] 597 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  288  ;  Noes,  37.     (Division  List  No.  28.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the 
clock. 

South  African  Republic  (Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  Raid,  1897) — 
Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  expedient  that  a  full 
inquiry  be  made  into  the  origin  and  circumstances  of  the  conspiracy 
against  the  Transvaal  Government,  and  of  the  incursion  into  the  South 
African  Repulic  by  an  armed  force  in  1895." — (Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 
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Tlte  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ripon)  673 

Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Cliamber-  Mr.  Laboucliere  (Northampton) ...     674 

lain,  Birmingham,  W.)  . . .  633        Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thand)    683 
Sir  William  Harcourt  (Mon-  Sir     H.       Campbell-Bannerman 

moulhshire,  W.) 644  (Stirling  Burgh*)       684 

Mr.  Cripps  (Gloucestershire,                  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
Stroud) 653            (Mr.   A.    J.    Balfour,    Man- 
chester, E.) 690  " 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  152  ;  Noes,  286.     (Division  List  No.  29.) 
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Reading  To-morrow,  read,  and  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee.  [Mr.  Grant 
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Reading  read. 
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second  time." — {Mr.  Cream.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Words  added. 
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journment,— Question,  Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire,  W.) ;  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)        763 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Six  of  the  clock. 
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"And  of  the  number  of  barrels  of  beer  exported  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  declared  value  thereof,  and  where  exported  to,  from  the 
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(Lancashire,  Clitheroe),  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean), 
Mr.  Soames  (Norfolk,  S.),  and  Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton) ;  Answers, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        819 

Message  from  the  Lqrds— That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
amend  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893."  Isolation  Hospitals  (Amend- 
ment) Bill  [h.l.] 823 

Point  of  Procedure — Standing  Order  16  (Ten  Minutes  Rule)— Tithe 
Kent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)       ...  823        Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool, 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Done-  Scotlawl)       828 

gal,  S.) 825         T?u>  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manehrs- 

(Stirling  Burglis)  ...  827  t<>r,  E.)  . .  /        828 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  (Done- 
gal, E.) 827 

Ruling— Mr.  Speaker. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)— Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  in  Ireland." — (Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland.)      ...         ...         ...     832 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) 832 

Question  put,  "That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided  -.—Ayes,  209 ;  Noes,  132.     (Division  List,  No.  32.) 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  and 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  [Ireland]  Bill — To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Tithe 
Rent-charge  in  Ireland,  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday,  5th  March,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  97.] 

Housing  of  thb  Working  Classes  Act  (1890)  Amendment. 

The  President  of  the  Local  Sir    Walter    Foster   (Derbyshire, 

Government    Board    (Mr.  Ilkeston)         :         ...     840 

Chaplin , Lincoln*?! ire,  Slea- 
ford)       $38 

HOL'SING     OF    THE     WORKING     CLASSES     ACT    (1890)     AMENDMENT — Bill     to 

amend   Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,   1890,- 
Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White 
Ridley,  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill—"  To 
amend  Part  III.  of  The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  98.] 

Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets,  Mr.  Chaplin 841 

Stepney) 841 
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Public  Accounts — Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of  Fifteen 
Members.  The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of — Mr.  Gibson 
Bowles,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish,  Mr.  Co.hpn,  Mr.  Cameron 
Corbett,  Mr.  Duckworth,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Goddard,  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Mr.  TBrodie  Hoare,  Mr.  Grant  Lawson,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Pym,  and  Mr.  Thornton.  Ordered,  That  the  Com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. — {Sir  William 
Walrond)         841 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill.— [Third  Reading.]— Order  for  Third 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.    "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time." 

Discussion  :  - 

Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.)  842       Mr.  Tally  (Leitrim,  S.)  . . .     842 

The  First  Loud  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move  "That  the  question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  255;  Noes,  52.     (Division  List  No.  33.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," 

The  House  dividod  ;— Ayes,  274;  Noes,  33.     (Division  List  No,  34.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Supply — Considered  in  Committee — [Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith) 
in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  (Supplementary  Estimates), 
1899-1900— Class  L— 1.  £20,000,  Supplementary,  Revenue  Buildings. 

jjfr.    Warner   (Staffordshire,                  Mr.  Caldwdl  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)    860 
Lichfield)  859        Mr.  Akers- Douglas        860 

The  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  (Mr.  Akers-Dovglas, 
Kent,  St.  Augustine's)    ...     860 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

2.  £40,000,  Supplementary,  Public  Buildings,  Great  Britain. 

Sir Albert  Rallit  (Islington,  S.)     861         Mr.  Akers-Douglas        861 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

3.  £12,000,  Supplementary,  Rates  on  Government  Property. 

Sir  Albert  Pollit 861         Sir  Albert  Rollit  863 

Mr.  Caldwell         862  The    Financial    Sea-eta ry  to    the 

Mr.    Gibson    Bowles    (Lynn  Treasury  (Mr. Ha 'nbury,  Preston)     863 

Regis) 863        Mr,  Caldwell     ...         \ 864 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich)  863 
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Class  II. — 4.  £4,150,  Supplementary,  Colonial  Office.  5.  £300,  Supplemen- 
tary, Privy  Council  Office. 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 864         Mr.  Caldwell      866 

Mr.  Hanbury        865 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

6.  £20,000,  Supplementary,  Stationery,  and  Printing.  7.  £5,  Supple- 
mentary, Valuation,  and  Boundary  Survey,  Ireland.  Resolutions  to  be 
reported 

Class  III. — Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — "  That  a  Supplementary 
sum,  not  exceeding  £1,440,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Prison 
Commissioners  for  Scotland  and  of  the  prisons  upon  their  control." 

Mr.  Caldwell        869 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Class  IV. — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  Supplementary 
sum,  not  exceeding  £3,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  march,  1900,  for  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art  in 
respect  of  Science  Schools." 

Lor*./  Hugh  Cecil SG7 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Class  V — Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  Supplementary  sum, 
not  exceeding  £162,500,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defrey  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1900,  for  grants  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  the  British 
Protectorates  in  Uganda  and  in  Central  and  East  Africa." 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present  (Lord 
Hugh  Cecil).     House  counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  present, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.  "  That  Item  A  (Uganda  Grant 
.in  Aid)  be  reduced  by  £10,000."— (Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.    Gibson  Boioles   (Lynn  Sir  Edward  Grey(Northumberland9 

Regis) 871  Berwick)        881 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)  872         Commander     Bethdl    (Yorkshire, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  E.R.y  Uolderness)      887 

for    War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Mr.  Buchanan  (Aberdeenshire,  E.)  888 

Surrey,  Guildford)        ...     874         Mr.  John  Burns  890 

Mr.  Ixiboucbere  (Northampton)  . . .  893 

Committee  divided:  Ayes,  51 ;  Noes,  187.     (Division  List  No.  35.) 

Sir  Brampton  Gordon  (Norfolk,  N)         897 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Item  B  (British  Central 
Africa  Grant  in  Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— (Mr,  Weir.) 
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Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Buchanan 
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Captain  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)  . . . 
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Mr.  Brodrick 
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Mr.  Gibson  Boivles 
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Mr. Weir  (Moss,  Cromarty) 
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Mr    Maddison  (Sheffield,  BiiglU- 
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Sir  Edward  Grey 
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T/ie  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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905 

War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 

908 

Mr.  Brodrick 
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It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  House 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Committee  also  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  three  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


LORDS  :  23rd  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

Business  of  the  House — Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according 

to  order),  and  suspended  for  the  day's  sitting         909 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  the  first 
time :  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XaXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
read  a  second  time ;  Committee  negatived  :  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure ;  House  resumed        909 

ROYAL  ASSENT. 

Commission — The  following  Bill  received  the  Royel  Assent :   Consolidated 

Fund  (No.  1) ...         909 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — Great  Central  Railway 
[h.l.] ;  Caledonian  Railway  Th.l.]  ;  Cork,  Bandon,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Glasgow  ana  South-Western  Railway  [h.l.1  ;  North 
British  Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland 
[h.l.].  Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable 
to  the  following  Bill : — Leith  Burgh  Provisional  Order  [h.l.].  And 
also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the  petition  for  additional  provision  in  the 
following  Bill : — Caledonian  Railway  [h.l.].  The  same  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table         
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Bamslev  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Caledonian  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  (Petition 
for  Additional  Provision)— Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-compliance  with 
the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Friday  next      910 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]— The  order  of  Tuesday  last 
referring  the  Examiner's  Certificate  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Friday  next,  discharged         910 

Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tramroads  Bill  [h.l.]— Presented ; 

read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  910 

South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868,  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.];  Scottish  Widows' 
Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill  [h.l.];  Newport  (Monmouthshire) 
(ias  Bill  [H.L.] ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Sheffield 
District  Railway  Bill  [ill.];  Wirrall  Kail  way 'Bill  [ill.];  (Ireat  Berk- 
hampstead  Water  Bill  [h.  l. ].     Read  a  second  time 910 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Burnley  Corporation  [ill.J  ;  Church's 
Patent  Bill  [H.L.];  East  Shropshire  Watei  Bill  [h.l.];  East  Stirlingshire 
Water  Bill  [h.l.];  Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Edinburgh  District 
Lunacy  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Falkirk  and  District  Water  Bill  [h.l/J  ;  Falkirk 
Corporation  Bill  [h.l.] — Committed  :  The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection '        ...     910 

Hemel  Hempstead  Corporation  (Water)  Bill— [h.l.]  ;  Higham  Ferrers 
Water  Bui  [h.l.]  ;  Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Kingston- 
upon-Thames  Corporation  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Lincoln  Corporation  (Tramways) 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Margate 
Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  |h.l.].  Com-  . 
mitted  :  The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...     911 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Morley  Corporation  Bill 
[h.l.1  ;  Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Motherwell  Water  Bill 
[h.L. J ;  Mountain  Ash  Wrater  Bill  [h.l.T;  Newport  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
rsewtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn  Urban  District  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Paignton 
Urban  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.];  Preston  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Ramsgate  Corporation  Improvements  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Rotherham  Corporation 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Rotherhithe  and  Ratcliff  Tunnel  Bill  [h.l.]  ,  Salford  Corpora- 
tion Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill  [h.l. J ;  South  Essex  Water 
Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Sunderland  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Withington  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [h.l.].  Committed  :  The  Committees  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...         911 

Birmingham  Corporation  (Stock)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bury  and  District  Water 

(Transfer)  Bill  [h.l.].    Committed 911 

Dundee  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.] — Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Southampton  Harbour 
Bill[H.L.]    Committed  912 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dx. 

Colonies— Annual :  No.  289.    Niger  Coast  Protectorate  ;  Report  for  1898-99  : 

Presented  [by  command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 912 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-live  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 
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Local  Rates) — Return  ordered,  "showing  (I)  the  name  of  each  union, 
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(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  312,  of  Session  1898.") — (Sir  Albert  Kollit. 

Government  Property  (County  of  London) — Return  ordered,  "showing  (1) 
the  name  of  each  parish  in  which  the  Government  occupies  property ;  (2) 
the  extent  and  character  of  such  property ;  (3)  the  valuation  put  upon 
such  property  for  local  rating ;  (4)  the  amount  of  contribution  paid,  or  to 
be  paid,  to  each  parish  in  the  last  financial  year ;  and  (5)  Special  Acts  of 
Parliament  (if  any)  applicable  to  the  case,  in  the  following  form  : — 

COUNTY   OF  LONDON. 


(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.   309,  of  Session  1898). — 
(Sir  Albert  liollil)         ...         

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  [Salaries,  &c.]—  Committee  to  consider  of  autho- 
rising the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  the 
salaries  of  the  secretary  and  clerks  of  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners 
in  Lunacy  for  Scotland,  and  of  the  expenses  of  the  Board,  and  the 
remuneration  of  the  Commissioners  (Queen's  Recommendation  signified), 
upon  Monday  next. — (Secretary,  Lord  George  Hamilton.) 

Selection  (Standing  Committees)  —Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  :  That  they  had  nominated  the  following  Members  to 
serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  all  Bills  relating 
to  Law,  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure  which  may,  by  Order 
of  the  House,  be  committed  to  such  Standing  Committee  : — Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  Beach, 
Mr.  Butcher,  Mr.  Carew,  Mr.  Coghill,  Dr.  Commins,  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke, 
Viscount  Cranbome,  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  T.  B.  Curran,  Mr.  Bromley- 
Davenport,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  Dillon,.Mr.  Tatton  Egerton,  Mr.  Arthur 
Elliot,  Mr.  Samuel  Evans,  Sir  George  Fardell,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Lewis  FVy, 
Mr.  Sydney  Gedge,  Sir  Frederick  Godson,  Mr.  Goulding,  Mr.  Graham, 
Mr.  H.  D,  Greene,  Mr.  Haldane,  Mr.  Harwood,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr. 
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Heldcr,  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Staveley  Hill,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Sir  John  Jenkins, 
Mr.  Johnson-Ferguson,  Mr.  Lees  Knowles,  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence,  Sir  Joseph 
Leese,  Mr.  Loder,  Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Sir  Henry  Meysey- 
Thompson,  Colonel  Milward,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan,  Mr.  Mount, 
Mr.  Graham  Murray,  Captain  Norton,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Sir  Francis  Powell, 
Colonel  Pryce-Jones,  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Mr.  Rentoul,  Secretary  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley,  Mr.  Bryn  -Roberts,  Sir  Andrew  Scoble,  Mr.  Parker  Smith, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Ure,  Sir 
Howard  Vincent,  Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth),  Mr.  Warr,  Sir  James  Wood- 
house,  and  Mr.  Woods. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection  :  That 
they  had  nominated  the  following  Members  to  serve  on  the  Standing 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  all  Bills  relating  to  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  ard  Manufacture  : — Mr.  Attorney 
General,  Mr.  Baid,  Lord  Balcarres,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Beckett,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Burt,  Sir  Charles  Cayzer,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Sir  John 
Colomb,  Sir  Charles  Dalrymple,  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  Doughty,  Mr.  Duckworth, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Sir  Robert  Penrose-FitzGerald,  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  Mr. 
Galloway,  Sir  Edward  Gourley,  Sir  Reginald  Hanson,  Mr.  Harrington, 
Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Sir  Edward  Hill,  Sir  William  Houldsworth,  Major 
Jameson,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Sir  James  Joicey,  Mr.  Kemp,  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Sir 
Elliott  Lees,  Mr.  Lloyd -George,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  Colonel  Long,  Dr.  Mac- 
Donnel,  Colonel  Mellor,  Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  Mr. 
Oldroyd,  Mr.  Parkes,  Colonel  Pilkington,  Mr.  Power,  Mr.  Provand,  Sir 
James  Rankin,  Mr.  Renshaw,  Sir  Thomas  Richardson,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Sir 
Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  Round,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Mr.  T.  H.  Sidebottom,  Sir  Barrington  Simeon,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith, 
Mr.  Strachey,  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Mr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Tully, 
Mr.  George  Whiteley,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr.  John  Wilson 
(Falkirk),  Mr.  Wolff,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Young.  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  917 


NEW  BILLS. 

County  Courts — Bill  to  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  County  Courts,  and  to 
amend  the  Acts  relating  or  giving  Jurisdiction  thereto,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Monk,  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  Sir  Charles  Palmer,  Sir 
Alfred  Hickman,  Mr.  Jacoby,  and  Mr.  Cruddas. 

County  Courts  Bill — "  To  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  County  Courts,  and 
to  amend  the  Acts  relating  or  giving  Jurisdiction  thereto,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  8th  March, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  99] 919 

Public  Health — Bill  to  amend  the  Law  as  to  the  qualifications  and  tenure  of 
office  of  sanitary  inspectors  and  to  make  other  relative  provisions,  ordered 
to  l»e  brought  in  by  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  William  Abraham,  Sir  Henry 
Bemrose,  Colonel  Chaloner,  Mr.  Clough,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Atherley 
Jones,  Major  Rasch,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Robertson. 

Public  Health  Bill — "  To  amend  the  Law  as  to  the  qualifications  and  tenure 
of  office  of  sanitary  inspectors,  and  to  make  other  relative  provisions," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  100] 919 
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Land  Dedication — Bill  to  facilitate  the  Dedication  of  Land  to  the  public 
enjoyment,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr.  Bryce, 
Lord  Balcarres,  Mr.  Thoma9  Shaw,  Mr.  Carson,  and  Mr.  Billson. 

Land  Dedication  Bill — "  To  facilitate  the  Dedication  of  Land  to  the  public 
enjoyment,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday,  5th  March,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  101] 920 

QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War — General  Macdonald's  Injury — Questions,  Mr.  Weir 
(Ross  and  Cromarty)  and  Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon  Boroughs; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)  920 

Boer  Proclamations  of  Annexation — Question,  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar- 
shire); Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)        920 

Dutch  Disloyalty  at  Simonstown — Question,   Mr.   Courtney  (Cornwall, 

Bodmin) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain       921 

Regimental  Titles — Royal  Scots  Greys — Question,  Colonel  Welby 
(Taunton);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Wyndham,  Dover)     921 

Imperial  Yeomanry— Equipment,  Pay,  etc.— Questions,  Dr.  Farquharson 
(Aberdeenshire,  W.)  and  Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottinghamshire,  W.)  ;  Answers, 
Mr.  Wyndham  922 

Misconduct  of  Government  Contractors  —  Questions,  Mr.  Howell 
(Denbigh  Boroughs),  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.),  Mr.  John 
Burns  (Battersea),  Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thanct),  Sir  John 
Brunner  (Cheshire,  Northwich),  and  Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.) ;  Answers, 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J.  Powell-Williams 
(Birmingham,  S.)         ...         ...         ...     923 

Naval  Services— Re-Engagements — Question,  Sir  John  Colomb  (Great 
Yarmouth);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschen, 
St.  George,  Hanover  Square)  ...         924 

Mediterranean  Fleet   -Channel  Squadron-  Promotions— Question,  Sir 

John  Colomb ;  Answer,  Mr.  Goschen  925 

Deptford     Victualling     Yard     Labourers — Question,     Capt.     Norton 

(Newington,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Goschen     925 

War  Office  and  Inventions— Question,  Mr.  Weir ;  Answor,  Mi\  Wyndham     926 

Irish    Horses    for   the    Army— Question,   Captain    Donolan  (Cork,  E.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         926 

Army   Clothing  Department— Proposed  Irish   Branch— Question,  Mr. 

Hayden  (Roscommon,  S.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  926 

Volunteers— Pay  during  Training— Question,  Captain  Sinclair ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham  926 
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Artillery   in    India— Question,   Mr.   Raach  (Essex,   S.E.) ;    Answer,   The 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)        ...     927 

Plague  and  Famine  in  India— Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) ;  Answer,  Lord  G.  Hamilton        927 

Anglo-German  African  Boundary  Commission— Question,  Mr.  Weir; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)      928 

British  Central  Africa— Rubber  Trade— Question,  Mr.  Weir;  Answer, 

Mr.  Brodrick 928 

British  Central  Africa — Number  of   Arms  of  Tkoops — Question,  Mr. 

Weir ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  ...  928 

British  North  Borneo— Question,  Mr.  Weir;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick         ...     929 

Fair  Wage  Clauses  in  Local  Government  Contracts — Question,  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  M.  White  Ridley,  Lanes,  Blackpool)     929 

Public    Exhibitions    us   Wild    Animals — Question,   Mr.   H.  D.  Greene 

(Shrewsbury) ;  Answer,  Sir  M.  White  Ridley         930 

Public  Drinking  Water — Question,  Mr.  Cornwallis  (Maidstone);  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lincoln- 
shire, Sleaford)  931 

Maidstone    Local  Government  Registrars -Question,   Mr.   Cornwallis; 

Answer,  Mr.  Chaplin 931 

Municipal    Corporations    as   Overseers — Worcester    Corporations — 

Question,  Mr.  Allsopp  (Worcester) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chaplin  ...         ...     931 

Census    Instructions — Question,    Mr.   Carvell    Williams  (Nottinghamshire, 

Mansfield)  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chaplin 932 

Great  Eastern  Railway— Peterborough  Railway  Station- -Question, 
Mr.  Monckton  (Northamptonshire,  N.)  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)         932 

Carriage  of  Dogs  on  Railways — Question,  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene  ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool,  West 
Derby)  932 

Foot  ani>  Mouth  Disease  Regulations— Question,  Mr.  Stevenson  (Suffolk, 

Eye) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Long       933 

Reorganisation  of  the  Education  Office — Question,  Colonel  Lockwood 
(Essex,  Epping) ;  Answer,  The  Vice-President  and  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University)  934 

Technical  Instruction  Grants — Technology — Question,  Col  Lockwood ; 

Answer,  Sir.  J.  Gorst 937 

Educational  Consultative  Committee— Questions,  Colonel  Lockwood,  Sir 
William  Anson  (Oxford  University),  and  Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich) ; 
Answers!  Sir  J.  Gorst 935 
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Cost  of  Postage  Stamps — Question,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  (Canterbury) ; 

Answer  The  Finantial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)      936 

Sorting  Clerks  Examinations — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets, 

Stepney);  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury 937 

Rural  Postmen  and    Bank  Holidays — Question,  Mr.  Steadman ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury 937 

Weather  Forecasts— Question,  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke  (Hereford);   Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury 938 

Irish  Local  Government  Register— Question,  Mr.  Macaleese(Monaghan,N.); 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)         938 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board — Question,  Dr.   Ambrose  (Mayo,  W.) 

Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson  ...         939 

Irish  Local  Government  Act,  1898 — Relief  to  Ratepayers— Question, 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 939 

Irish  National  Schools— Question,  Dr.  Ambrose ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson       940 

Creagh  Estate,  County  Cork— Question,  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson 940 

Irish  Fisheries— Questions,  Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  E.)  and  Captain  Donelan ; 
Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  Co.,  S.)         941 

Irish  Railway  Amalgamation— Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Plunkett  942 

Cowdenbeath    Burgh    Commissioners'    Election — Question,    Mr.   Weir; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 943 

Secondary  Education  Bill— Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  (Flint  Boroughs) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J  Balfour 943 

Companies  Bill — Questions,  Mi*.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.),  Sir  John  Brunner,  and 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 943 

PUBLIC    BUSINESS. 

SUPPLY  [First  Allotted  Day]— Considered  in  Committee. 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1900-1901  (Vote 
on  Account) — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £16,626,000  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on  account,  for  or 
towards  defraying  the  charges  for  the  Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1901. 

Questions — Mr.  McKenna  (Monmouth,  N.) 946 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  946 

Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  E.) 947 

Answers — The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)     946 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine      947 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  Class  I.,  Vote  3 
(Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings),  be  reduced  by  .£100." — (Mr.  MacNeill.) 

Subjects  of  discussion : — 

House  of  Lords  Offices. 

Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings. 

Cromwell  Memorial.     (Division.) 

Lead  Poisoning  in  the  Potteries. 

"  The  Golden  Vale  " — Insubordination  of  Seamen, 

Zanzibar — Line  of  Steamers  from  London. 

British  Consuls  and  Commercial  Agents. 

Waima  Incident. 

Zanzibar — Slavery  in  the  British  Protectorate.     (Division.) 

Merchant  Shipping — Sailors'  Grievances. 

Fisheries — Harbours. 

Light  Railways  Act. 

Labour  Statistics. 

Training  of  Boy  Sailors. 

Mercantile  Marine  Certificates — Instruction  in  Navigation,  &c. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Villon  (Mayo,  E.)  ...  952  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
Mr.  Gladstone  (Leeds,  W.)  958  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
Mr.    Carson  (Dublin    l/ni-                     Chester,  E.) 966 

versify) 960  Mr.     T.     P.     O'Connor    (Liver- 

Mr.  Birrell  (Fifeshire,  W.)  961  pool,  Scotland)  970 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 963  Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.)    974 

Mr.    Trevelyan    (Yorkshire,  Mr.    Disraeli  (Cheshire,   Altrvn- 

W.R.,Elland) 964  cham) 977 

Mr.  Labouehere  (Northampton)  ...     978 

Question  put, 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  53 ;  Noes,  221.     (Division  List  No.  36) 

Original  Motion  again  proposed. 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  McKenna  981  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  (York- 
Mr.  Tennant  (Berwickshire)  983  shire,  Shipley)  990 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Sir     John     Brunncr     (Cheshire, 

Home  Department  (Sir  M.  Xorthwich)     991 

JVhiie  Ridley,  Lancashire,                 Mr.   Havelock   Wilson  (Middles- 
Blackpool)  986  brough)  991 

Mr.  Asquith  (Fifeshire,  E.)  988         Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham,  Mid)     992 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)  989 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  Class  2,  Vote  5 
(Foreign  Offiee),  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs."— (Mr.  McKenna.) 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.Weir(Ross  and  Cronuirty) 

993 

The  Under  Secretary  of  Stale  for 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  (Northum- 

Foreign Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 

berland,  Tyneside) 

994 

Surrey,  Guildford)      996 

Sir  Albert  Rollit  (Islington, 

Mr.     Sydney     Buxton      (Tower 

.       s.)        

995 

Hamlets,  Poplar)       997 

Sir  John  Brunner  ... 

996 

Mr.  Brodrick 998 

Mr.  HavelocJc  Wilson 

996 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  Class  2,  Vote  5 
Foreign  Office),  be  reduced  by  £200."— (Mr.  J.  A.  Pease.) 

Mr.  Parker  Smith  (Lanarkshire,  Partick) 1 002 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  52 ;  Noes,  92.     (Division  List  No.  37.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson         1003 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present. 
3ouse  counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  present, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  Class  II.,  Vote  8 
Board  of  Trade),  be  reduced  by  <£100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade." — (Mr.  Havelock  Wilson.) 

Discussion  : 

Sir  Albert  llollU  (Islington,  The    President  of  the  Board  of 

S.)        1019  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)     1023 

Mr.    Buchanan    (Aberdeen-  Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.)          ...  1030 

shire,  E.)           1020  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfarsliire)  ...  1031 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)    1021         Mr.  Ritchie        1034 

Mr.  Robson  (South  Shields)      1022         Mr.  Havelock  Wilson    1034 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  121  ;  Noes  40.     (Division  List  No.  38.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  37  ;  Noes,  120.     (Division  List  No.  39.) 

Vlr.  A.  J.  Balfour  claimed,  "  That  the  Original  Question  be  now  put." 

Jrigiiial  Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  120  ;  Noes,  35.     (Division  List  No.  40.) 

It  being  after  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report 
,o  the  House.  Question,  Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) ;  Answer,  Mr. 
\.  J.  Balfour 1039 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
lpon  Monday  next. 

h  African  War — News  from  the  Front — On  the  motion  for  the 
idjournment,  Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A, 
T.  Balfour        1040 

House  adjourned  at  half-pa#t  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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LORDS:    MONDAY,    26tii    FEBRUARY    1900. 

Lord  Dunboyne — Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  the  right  of 
Robert  St.  John  Fitz- Walter  Butler,  Baron  of  Dunboyne,  to  vote  at  the 
elections  of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1041 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  been  complied  with — Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Till.]  ; 
Milford  Dock  [ill.]  ;  And  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing  Orders 
applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with : — 
Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company ;  London  United  Tramways ;  Also  the 
Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  been  complied  with  : — Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Win- 
ton  Tramways;  and  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with : — 
Whitechapel  and  Bow  Kailway  [ill.]  ;  the  same  where  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table        1041 

Birmingham  (King  Edward  the  Sixth)  Schools  Bill  [ill.]— Birmingham 
University  Bill  [ill.];  Reports  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney  General, 
received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         1041 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [hx.]— Examiner's  Certificate  of 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  on  Monday  next      1041 

Gowes  Pier  Bill  [h.l  ] ;  Glasgow  Building  Regulations  Bill  [h.l]  ;  Neath 
Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  liawniarsh  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  South  Shields  Corporation  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District 
Council  Gas  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Walsall  Corporation  Bill  [ill.};  Committed;  the 
Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  J  042 

Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Bristol  Water  Bill 

Bexhill  and  Kotherlield  Kailway  Bill  [ill.]:  Dorking  Water  Bill 
Liverpool  Overhead  Kailway  Bill  [ill.)  ;  Manchester  Ship  Canal 
South  Essex  Water  Bill  [ill.];  Great  Central  Kailway  Bill  [ill.];" Cor 
Bandon,  and  South  Coast  Kailway  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Glasgow  and  South- 
western Railway  Bill  [ill.];  North  British  Kailway  Bill  [ill.];  Midland 
(ireat  Western  Kailway  of  Ireland  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Kead  a  second  time  ...   1042 

Leith  Burgh  Provisional  Order  Bill  [ill.]— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 

Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged  " 1042 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 

Education  (Scotland) — Code  of  Regulations  for  Day  Schools,  1900. 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series)— No.  2:383,  Servia;  No.  2384,  The 
Somali  Coast ;  No.  2385,  Greece  (Thessaly). 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Tablo        1042 

Superannuation— Treasury  Minute,  dated  20th  February,  1900,  declaring 
that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  post  of  Head 
Master  of  the  Royal  College  of  Art,  professional  or  other  peculiar  qualifica- 
tions not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the  public  service  are  requisite       ...  1043 


H.L. 
ILL. 
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Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888 — Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  for  uniting  the  Lancashire  and 
Western  Sea  Fisheries  Districts ;  together  with  report  by  inspector  on 
inquiry 1043 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature — Account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of 
the  Paymaster-General  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  in 
respect  of  the  funds  of  suitors  of  the  Court  in  the  year  ended  28th 
February,  1899  ;  also  account  of  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  for  the 
same  period  in  respect  of  funds  held  by  them  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature ;  together  with  the  report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  thereon.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...         1043 

Employment  of  Retired  Sailors  and  Soldiers— Moved  to  resolve,  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  measures  should  be  taken  to  give  soldiers,  on 
being  drafted  into  the  Reserve,  the  best  chance  of  obtaining  employment 
by  providing  them,  previous  to  their  discharge  from  the  colours,  while  not 
on  active  service,  with  the  opportunity  of  enjoying  as  large  an  amount  of 
technical  instruction  as  is  compatible  with  the  due  performance  of  military 
duties,  and  that  such  duties  should,  as  a  temporary  expedient,  be  lightened 
by  the  employment  of  outside  labour  in  the  discharge  of  fatigue  work. — 
{The  Lord  Monkswell.) 

Discussion  :— 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Lord  Monkswell 1056 

War    {The    Marquess   of 
Lansdowne)       1054 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 

Land  Charges  Bill  [H.L.] — Amendments  reported  (according  to  order) ;  and 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow 1056 

South  African  War— Royal  Garrison  Artillery — Armament  Pay — 

Question,  Viscount  Templetown;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  1057 

Treatment    of   Wounded  Soldiers  from    the    Front — Question,    Earl 

Carrington  ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ...  1058 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty  minutes  past  Five  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  MONDAY,  26th  FEBRUARY  1900. 

Mr.  Speaker's  Indisposition  —The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the  Table 
informed  the  House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  owing  to 
indisposition  : — Whereupon  Mr.  James  William  Lowther,  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,  proceeded  to  the  Table,  and  after  Prayers,  took  the 
Chair  as  Deputy  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order  1059 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  with)— Mr.  Deputy  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with, 
namely  :— City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time...         1059 
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Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Complied  with  ;  and  Special 
Report) — Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Bills 
comprised  in  the  list  reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
intended  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they  have  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the  following  cases,  namely-  - 
Folkestone.  Sandgate,  and  Hythc  Tramroads ;  Hammond  (G.  H.) 
Company.  And  that  they  have  made  a  Special  Report  in  the  following 
case,  namely  : — Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways.  Ordered,  that  the 
Special  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standiug  Orders...   1059 

Private  Bills  (Petition  for  Additional  Provision)  (Standing  Orders 
not  Complied  With)— Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Provision  in  the  following  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with,  namely  : — West  Ham 
Corporation  Bill.  Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  ...         ...   1059 

Private  Bill  Petitions  (Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with)— Mr. 
Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  for  the 
following  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
namely  : — Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways  Bill — 
Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders 1060 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill— Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill ; 
Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Lancashire,  Derbyshire  and  East  Coast 
Railway  Bill  ;  Maidenhead  Gas  Bill ;  Mid  Kent  Water  Bill ;  Vale  of 
Rheidol  Light  Railway  Bill ;  Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  ...   1060 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill  (By  Order) — Order  for 
Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,   and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word  *  That,'  in  order  to  insert  : 
*  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  undesirable  to  sanction  a  Bill  to  enable 
a  London  vestry  to  build  upon  allotment  gardens,  which  serve  the  purposes  of  an 
open  space  in  a  densely  populated  district. '"— (6V  F.  Dixon- Han Hand.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  John  Brunner  {Cheshire,  Mr.  Thornton  (Clapham)  ...  1068 

Norihmch)         1064         Col  Hughes  (Woolwich)  ...  1069 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)    1065 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.    Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill  to 
leave  out  Part  7  of  the  Bill  as  opposed  to  the  principle  of  open  spaces, " 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
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County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial  Electric  Lighting  Bill  [by 

Order] — Order  for  Second  Residing  read. 

Motion   made,  and   Question  proposed,   "That  the   Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

^Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  six  months.'" — (Mr.  Pk-kersgUL) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  'now  '  stand  part  of  the  Questior." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Albert  llollit  (Islington,  Sir    J.     Ferqusson     (Manchester, 

S.)         1072  N.E.)...    '      1070 

Mr.  Kimher  (Wandsworth)  1073  Mr.  lluidnois  (Marylehme,  E.)  ...    Iu7(> 
Mr.  John  Burns     ...          ...  1074  Air.  Sydney  Ihutan  (Tatar  Hum- 
Mr.  Marks  (Tower  Hamlets,                       lets,'  Poplar) 1078 

St.  George's)       1075 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  105  ;  Noes,  147.     (Division  List  No.  41.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  six  months. 

Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways — Petition  for  Bill ; 

referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders        1079 

London  United  Tramways— Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in 

by  General  Golds  worthy  and  Mr.  J.  Samuel  1080 

PETITIONS. 

Companies  Bill — Petition   from  Bolton  (Lancashire)  for  alteration ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table  1080 

Local  Authorities'  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill— Petitions  in  favour, 

from  Milloni  (two) ;  and  Workington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...         ...   1 08 1 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour  ;  from  Lochore,;  Holbrook  ; 
Staveley  ;  High  town  Liversedge  ;  Tibshelf  ;  Blackwell ;  Lye  ;  Cradiey 
Park;  White  Heath ;  Hanley  Deep  Pit;  Hanley  (three);  Longton  (two)"; 
Berry  Hill ;  Sandford  Hill ;  Fenton  ;  Sneyd  ;  Grange  ;  Race  Court  Pit : 
Point  of  Ayr ;  Cannock  Chase  (five) ;  Altham  ;  Marlpool ;  Alva  ;  Swan- 
wick  ;  Alfreton ;  Birchwood ;  B.  Winning ;  Old  Coppice ;  Leacroft ; 
Conduit  (two) ;  Wimblebury ;  Woodthorpe ;  Waverley ;  Cannock  and 
Rugeley  Nunnery ;  Alloa :  Devon ;  Tillicoultry ;  and  Clackmannan 
Collieries  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...   1081 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845 — Petition  from  Lismore  and 

Appin,  tor  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...   1081 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Cornsay  Colly;  Landport;  and  Haslingden  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...   1081 

South   African   War — Petition  from  Bristol,  for  cessation  of   hostilities ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  .. .         1081 
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Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill— Petition  from  Yorkshire  Women's 

Christian  Temperance  Union,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1081 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour  ;  from  Bathgate  ;  and 

Froine  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1081 
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Manuscripts  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Volume  I.  (New  Series). — Paper 

[communicated  23rd  February]  to  be  printed.     [No.  72]  ...         1081 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature — Account  presented, — of  Receipts  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Paymaster  General  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
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of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  731      1081 

Superannuations — Copypresented,— of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  20th  February, 
1900,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  post  of  Headmaster  of  the  Royal  College  of  Art,  professional  or 
other  peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the  Public 
Service  are  requisite  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1082 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888— Copy  presented,— of  Order  made  by 
the  Board  %i  Trade  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  for  uniting  the 
Lancashire  and  Western  Sea  Fisheries  Districts,  together  with  Report  by 
Inspector  on  Inquiry  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1082 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copies  presented,— of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2383  to  2385  [by  Command] ;  to 
he  upon  the  Table       1082 

Paper  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House— Inquiry 
into  Charities  (Administrative  County  of  Durham) — Return  relative 
thereto  [ordered  14th  February;  Mr.  Grant  Ism-sen] ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  74] 1082 

Foreign  Trade  and  Commerce— Copy  ordered,— "  of  Monthly  Accounts 
relating  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  certain  foreign  countries  and 
British  Possessions,  No.  I." — (Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  75]  '      1082 

QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War — News  from  the  Front  —  Questions,  Mr.  Gibson 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS 

JPPLY — Navy  Estimates— Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair." 

Discussion  : — 

The     First     Lord     of    the  Admiral    Field    (Sussex,    East- 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschen,                      bourne)          1152 

St.        George,       Hanover  Mr.  Kearley  (Devonport)           ...  1159 

Square) 1111         Commander    Young    (Berkshire, 

Sir    U.     Kay-Shuttleworth  Wokingham) 1161 

(Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  ...  1132        Sir  Charles  Dtlke  (Gloucestershire, 

Mr.   Gibson   Bowles   (Lynn  Forest  of  Dean)        1162 

Regis) 1138        Mr.  Goschen       1168 

Mr.  Allan  (Gatesliead)      ...  1146         Captain  Sinclair  1177 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

SUPPLY  [22nd  February]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

yil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  (Supplementary  Estimates), 
1899-1900. 

^ass  L — 1.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £20,000,  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
expenses  of  Post  Office  and  Post  Office  Telegraph  Buildings,  Great 
Britain." 

2.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  .£40,000,  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
4uring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  in  respect  of 
*iradry  public  buildings  in  Great  Britain,  not  provided  for  on  other  Votes." 

3.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  XI 2,000,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  rates  and 
contributions  in  lieu  of  rates,  etc.,  in  respect  of  Government  property." 

LASS  II. — 4.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,150,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies." 

5.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  X300,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Pri\y 
Council." 

6.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £20,000,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  stationery, 
printing,  paper,  binding,  and  printed  books  for  the  public  service." 

/2 
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7.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  General  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey  of  Ireland." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


J;  LORDS:   TUESDAY,   27th  FEBRUARY,   1900. 

PRIVATE    BILL   BUSINESS. 

-  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with — Dublin,  AVicklow,  and  Wexford 
Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Doarne  Valley  Railway  [h.l.].  The  same  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         1181 

Standing  Orders  Committee — Report  from,  that  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Bill, 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that  the  powers  to  construct  Tram- 
ways No.  1,  2,  and  3  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Shannon 
Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
a  proviso  be  added  to  Clause  37  that  no  generating  stations  shall  be 
erected  upon  the  lands  comprised  in  that  clause,  or  upon  any  other  lands 
than  those  specified  in  the  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Devon- 
port  Corporation  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  4  and  4a  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  South- 
Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided 
that  the  powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  be 
struck  out  of  the  Bill,     Read,  and  agreed  to  1181 

Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company  Bill  Thl.]:  Governments  Stock 
and  other  Securities  Investment  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Universal  Life 
Assurance  Society  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Committed 1182 


H.L.]  ;  Workington  Railways 
H.L.J ;  Fishguard  Water  and 


Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water  Bill 

and  Docks  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Cleethorpes  Gas  Bill 

Gas  Bill  [h.L.]  ;  Kingston-upon-Thames  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London,  Brighton, 
and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Exmouth  Urban  District  AVater 
Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Committed  :  The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection 1182 

Milford  Docks  Bill  [H.L.] :  Caledonian  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  :  Dearne  Valley 

Railway  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  the  second  time 1182 

RETURXS,  REPORTS,  dr. 

Army  (Estimates) — Memorandum  of  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the 

Army  Estimates  of  1900-1901  1182 
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Education  Department — 1.  Code  of  Regulations  for  Dav  Schools;  with 
schedules  and  appendices  by  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  "Council  on  Edu- 
cation. 2.  Revised  instructions  issued  to  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors,  and 
applicable  to  the  Code  of  1900.  Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table      1182 

Superannuation— Treasury  Minute,  dated  21st  February,  1900,  declaring 
that  William  Andrews,  formerly  hall  porter  under  the  Lunacy  Com- 
missioners, was  appointed  without  a  civil  service  certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  department :  Laid  before  the 
House  [pursuant  to  Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1183 

Land  Charges  Bill  [h.l.].     Read  the  third  time  [according  to  Order],  and 

passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons      1183 

South  African  War  -News  from  the  Front — Surrender  of  General 
Cronje  and  his  Force  at  Paardeberg — The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  ...         ...         ...  1 183 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-live  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS  :  TUESDAY,  27th  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

Mr.  Speaker's  Indisposition— The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the  Table 
informed  the  House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  owing  to 
the  continuance  of  his  indisposition : — Whereupon  Mr.  James  William 
Lowther,  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  proceeded  to  the  Table,  and 
after  Pravers  took  the  Chair  as  Deputy  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Standing 
Order    ..".         1184 


PHI  TATE  BILL   ttrSLVJSSS. 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  With)— Mr.  Deputy  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely: — 
Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill ;  Jarrow  and  Hebburn 
Electricity  Supply  Bill  ;  South  Eastom  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill ; 
Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time         ...  1184 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  63  Complied  With)— Mr.  Deputy  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  namely  : — 
British  Gas  Light  Company  (Staffordshire  Potteries)  Bill ;  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill ;  Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads  Bill ; 
Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  1184 

Devonport  Corporation  Bill-— St.  David's  Railway  (Additional  Powers) 
Bill ;  Coventry  Corporation  Bill  [by  Order]  ;  Southport  Corporation  Bill 
[by  Order] ;  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill  [by  Order].— Read  a  second 
time,  and  committed 1184 
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Gas  Light    and    Coke    Company  Bill  [by   Order] — Order    for    Second 
Beading  read. 

Motion  made,   and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time," 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  To  leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  six  months.' " — (Mr.  Pickersgill.) 

Question  proposed — "  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)  ...  1189  Sir  Blunddl  Maple  (Camberwell, 

Mr.  Boulnois  (Marylebone,  E.)  1 1 9 1             Dulwkh)                   1 1 93 

Mr.    Banbury   (Camberwell,  Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)         ...  1193 

Peckham)           1192  Mr.  T.  P.   O'Connor  (Liverpool, 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower                     Scotland)        1194 

Hamlets,  Poplar)  ...  1193 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  184  ;  Noes,  106.     (Division  List  No.  42.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

Hamilton,  Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill  [by  Order]— Order 
for  Second  Reading  road. 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)  1I9T 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill — "  For  conferring  further  powers  on  the 
London  United  Tramways,  Limited;  for  constructing  tramways  and 
widening  and  altering  roads  in  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 

'       for  Private  Bills  •        119T 

Standing  Orders — Resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee : — 1.  "That,  in 
the  case  of  the  Dublin  Electric  Lighting  Petition,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Petition, 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the  parties  bo 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to  construct 
Tramway  No.  6  are  struck  out  of  the  Bill : — That  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway 
Petition,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  on  condition  that  the  words 
in  Clause  21  of  the  Bill  'or  the  Urban  Council  may,  if  they  so  think  fit, 

nclude  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  such  rate  in  the  sums  to  be  raised  by 
means  of  the  Newry  Town  Rate,  and  such  amount  shall  accordingly  be 
raised  as  part  of  the  Newry  Town  Rate,  and  in  such  case  any  statutory 
or  other  limit  of  the  Newry  Town  Rate  shall  not  apply  in  respect  of  the 
amount  so  to  be  raised  '  shall  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill : — That  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 
Resolutions  agreed  to ..  1198 
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PETITIONS. 

Government  Property  (Exemption  from  Rates) — Petitions  for  alteration 

of  Law,  from  Greenwich  ;  and  Fulham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     1199 

Local  Authorities'  Officers  Superannuation  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from 
Buntingford ;  Ashton-in-MaJceriield  ;  and  Middlesbrough ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table        1199 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill—  Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hartshead ;  Norton 
Hill ;  Old  Mills ;  Scholes  ;  Park  Lane  ;  Golborne  ;  Garswood  ;  Broad 
Oak ;  New  Moss ;  Hednesford ;  West  Cannock  (five) ;  East  Cannock 
(two)  ;  Abram  ;  Towneley  ;  Reedley  ;  Clifton  ;  Rowley  ;  Habersham  ; 
Bee  Hole ;  Hapton  Valley  ;  Ludlow's  Pit ;  Foxcote  Pit ;  Writhhngton 
Pit ;  Braysdown  Pit ;  Skelmersdale  ;  Leigh  ;  Plank  Lane ;  Bowers  ; 
Glasshoughton  ;  Ackton  Hall ;  Kippax ;  Featherstone ;  Snydale ;  Nostell ; 
Oakwell ;  Victoria  Rumworth ;  Pentrich ;  Carlin  How ;  Lmgdale ; 
Morton ;  Staughow ;  Upleatham  ;  Bedworth  ;  Hucknall  Torkard  ;  Dudley  ; 
Rishton ;  Quarry  Bank ;  Haunchwood  ;  Grassmoor  (two) ;  Home  Rule 
Lodce  ;  Clay  Cross  (four) ;  The  Avenue  ;  Langwith  ;  Hardwick ;  Shire- 
brook  ;  Sheepbridge  ;  Old  Hill  ;  Ravenhead  ;  Rowley  Regis  ;  Eccleston 
Hall ;  Bold  ;  Chaloner  ;  Berry  Hill ;  Fenton  (two) ;  Halmer  End ;  Mow 
Cop ;  Buttlane  Talke  ;  Norton  Green  ;  Treeton  ;  Greasborough  ;  Bredbury  ; 
Kilburn  ;  Ripley  ;  Spa  Wood  ;  Brotton  ;  Skelton  Park  ;  Swanwick  ; 
Bumble  Hole  ;  and  Atherstone  Collieries  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1199 

Rating  of  Woodlands — Petition  from  Whitchurch,  for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table       1120 
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Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from 
East  Nottingham  ;  Sawbridg  worth  ;  Tattmgstone  ;  Old  Basford  ;  Notting- 
ham ;  and  Hallingbury  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Northwich  ;  Yeovil ;  Prescot :  and  Coin  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1 1 20 

South  African  War — Petition  from  Bedminster,  for  declaration  of  the  terms 

of  settlement  acceptable  to  Great  Britain  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1120 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)   Bill-  Petition  from   Blaenavon,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1120 

Town  CounciLl  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition*  in  favour,  from  Buckie;   and 

Stirling ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1120 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dc 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation    Act,  1888 — Pai>er  [presented  2Gth   February] 

to  be  printed.     [No.  76]         1200 

Education  Department  (Code  1900)—  Copy  presented,— of  Code  of  Regula- 
tions for  Day  Schools,  with  Schedules  and  Appendices,  by  the  Lords  ot 
the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Education  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  ...    " *       1200 

Education  Department — Copy  presented, — of  Revised  Instructions  issued  to 
Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  and  applicable  to  the  Code  of  1900  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1200 
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Army  (Memorandum  on  Estimates)— Cop}-  presented, — of  Memorandum  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  relating  to  the  Army  Estimates  of  1900-1901  [by 
Command]  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...         1 200 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Judicial  Rents) — Copy  presented, — of  Return  for 

the  month  of  July,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1201 

Pharmacy  Acts  (Ireland)— Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council,  dated  21st 
February,  1900,  approving  of  a  regulation  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1201 

Superannuation  Act,  1884— Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute,  dated 
21st  February,  1900,  doclaring  that  William  Andrews,  formerly  hall  porter 
under  the  Lunacy  Commissioners,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service 
Certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1201 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts,  1854  to  1894 — Copy  presented, — of 
Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  with 
Appendix  [by  Command]  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1201 

Government  Contracts — Address  for  "Return  showing  (1)  the  names  of 
contractors  who  have  l^een  struck  off  the  Government  List  for  misconduct 
in  connection  with  the  sending  of  stores  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  Field 
Force  in  South  Africa ;  (2)  the  names  of  the  officers  no  longer  employed 
by  the  Government  who  passed  defective  stores  for  the  use  of  Her 
Majesty's  Field  Force  in  South  Africa."  -(Mr.  Howell) 

Questions —Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)  and  Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Isle  of 
Thanet)  ;  Answers,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J. 
Pcwdl  Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)    ...         .." 1201 

QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War— News  from  the  Front— Surrender  of  General 
Cronje  and  his  Force  at  Paaiideberg — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Riunerman  (Stirling  Burghs),  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny),  and  Mr. 
William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  and  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)       1202 

-Contraband  of  War-  Right  of  Search  -The  "  Sabine  "—Question,  Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien  ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1204 

National  Reserve  of  Breadstuffs— Question,  Mr.  Seton-Karr  (Lancashire, 

*t.  Helens);  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  , 1205 

Thk  KuriiTH  Division —Question,   Mr.  Duneombo  (Cumberland,  Egremont) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1205 

Womkn*  and  Children  in  Besie<;i:d  Towns — Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas 

(Merthyr  Tydvil) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1205 

Parokis  for  Troops  at  the  Front— Question,  Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         1206 

King's    County   Militia  — Question,    Mr.   Patrick  O'Brien;   Answer,    Mr. 

Wyndham        1206 

Military   Equipment— Helmets  —  Question,    Major  Rasch  (Essex,   S.E.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         ...  ...  •••   1206 
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Regimental    Titles    -Question,   Colonel   Williv    (Taunton);    Answer,    Mr. 

Wyndham        \ 1207 

Volunteer    Mounted     Infantry    Expenses    (Question,     Mr.     Yerburgh 

(Chester)  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1 207 

Civil  Surgeons   Attached  to  the  Army  -Question,   Sir   Walter  Foster 

(Derbyshire,  Ilkeston);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...  ...   1208 

Reserve  Squadrons  r-Qucstion,  Major  Rasch  :  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       ...  1208 

Militia  Artillery  Embodiment — Question,  Sir  Cuthbert  Quilter  (Suffolk, 

Sudbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...         1208 

Maintenance  of  Soldiers'  Mothers— Question,  Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester, 

S.W.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        1208 

First  Battalion    Kino's  Own    Royal    Lancaster  Regiment — Question, 

General  Laurie  (Pembroke  and  Haverfordwest) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1209 

Channel   Islands  Militia — Question,  Sir  Charles   Dilke  (Gloucestershire, 

Forest  of  Dean)  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1210 

Grants  for  Rifle  Ranges — Question,  Sir  Harrv  Billiard  (Norwich) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham  \ 1210 

Dunstable    Rifle    Range — Question,   Mr.   Ashton   (Bedfordshire,  Luton) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1210 

Rifle  Ranges  in  Cheshire— Question,  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1210 

Rifle  Ranges     Expenditure — Question,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  ; 

Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  1211 

Welsh  Coal — Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 

Admiralty  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim)  1212 

Navy   Linoleum   Contracts — Question,  Mr.  Dalziei,   Kirkcaldy) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Macartney  1212 

Maltese  Law  Courts— Use  of  the  English  Languages — Questions,  Mr. 
Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford.) 1213 

Russian   Loan    to    Persia — Question,    Mr.   Hedderwick  (Wicks  Burghs); 

Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1213 

Foreign  Trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth  -Question,   Mr.   Woir;  Answer, 

Mr.  Brodrick 1214 

Mauritius  -  Employment   of   African  Native   Troops    »  Question,   Mr. 

Weir;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1214 

Samoa— Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tippcmry,  Mid);  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick         ...   1215 

Congo   Free  State  —  Tribute   Extorted  by  Murder  —  Question,   Mr. 

Channing  (Northamptonshire,  K) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1215 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations  -Question,  Mr.  Soames  (Norfolk, 
S.) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Mr.  Long, 
Liverpool,  West  Derby)         1216 
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Patent  Laws— Departmental  Committee— Question,  Mr.  Cawley  (Lancar 
shire,  Prestwich) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Croydon)       1216 

A.  B.  Seamen — Proof  of  Qualification— Question,  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson 

(Middlesbrough) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie         1217 

Religious  Ministration  in  Workhouses— Questions,  Mr.  Talbot  (Oxford 
University)  and  Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich) ;  Answers,  The  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)         ...  1218 

Transmission    of    Press    Messages — Question,    Sir   J.    Leng  (Dundee); 

Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)  1219 

Eastern  Telegraph  Company — Subsidies — Question,  Sir  Edward  Sassoon 

(Hythe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury       1219 

Longford  Postmen's   Duties— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.   Farrell  (Cavan,  W.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  ...         1220 

Tullyhogue  Postal  Arrangements— Question,  Mr.  Doogan  (Tyrone,  E.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1220 

Evictions  in  West  Cavan— Question,   Mr.   J.   P.   Farrell;    Answer,  The 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.) 1221 

Dungannon  School  Estate  Rents— Question,  Mr.  Doogan  :  Answer,  Mr. 

Atkinson  ...         ...         ...         ...         1221 

Irish  Poor  Law  Grants— Question,   Mr.  McCartan  (Down,  S.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson 1222 

Murder  of  Mr.  Bird  at  Bantry— Question,  Mr.  William  Johnston  (Belfast, 

S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 1222 

County  Longford  Land  Appeals — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson 1225 

Baltinglass    District    Council — Labourers'    Cottages— Question,    Mr. 

James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 1223 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt — Case  of  Patrick  Kavanagh — Questions,  Mr. 
James  O'Connor  and  Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford) ;  Answers,  Mr. 
Atkinson  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        1224 

Court  of  Appeal— State  of  Business — Question,  Sir  R.  T.  Reid  (Dumfries) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1225 

Deer  Forest  Returns— Question,  Mr.  Weir  ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour    ...  1226 

Business  of  the  House— Question,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman ;  Answer, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       1226 

PUIJ LIC  BUSINESS 

Sittings  of  the  House  (Ash  Wednesday) — Motion  made  and  Question 
proposed,  "That  this  House  do  meet  To-morrow  at  Two  of  the  clock." — 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Mr  Carvell  JVUliams  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield)  1226 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  223  ;  Noes,  109.     (Division  List  No.  43.) 
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NEW  BILLS 

Wages  Boards — Bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Wages  Boards, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr. 
M'Kenna,  Mr.  Tennant,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

Wages  Boards  Bill—"  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Wages  Boards," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday,  5th  April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  102]  1229 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Mariners'  Votes)— Bill  to  enable  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  Mercantile  Marine  and  fishermen  to  record 
their  Votes  when  by  reason  of  their  calling  they  will  be  at  sea  on  the  day 
of  the  poll,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Cameron  Gull,  Sir  Elliott  Lees, 
Sir  Thomas  Richardson,  Sir  John  Colomb,  Captain  Phillpotts,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  A.  Pease. 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Mariners'  Votes)  Bill— To  enable  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  Mercantile  Marine  and  fishermen  to  record 
their  Votes  when  by  reason  of  their  calling  they  will  be  at  sea  on  the  day 
of  the  poll,"  qresented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  103]  1230 

Supply  Committee  (Navy  Estimates) — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [26th  February],  "  That  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed : — 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Far-  Mr.  Penn  (Lewisham) 1 253 

mouth) 1231  Sir  John  Baker  (Portsmouth)     ...   1254 

Mr.   Stuart    Worthy  (She/-  Capt.  Phillpotts  (Devon,  Torquay)   125fc 

field,  Hallam) 1243  Mr.   Havelock  Wilson    (Middles- 
Sir  Fortesrve  Flonnery  (York-                      brovgh)          ....     1261 

shire,  Shipley) 1244  Colonel       Denny       (Kilmarnock 

Mr.      Edmund      Robertson  Burghs)         1270 

(Dundee)  1251 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present 
(Mr.  William  Redmond,  Clare,  E.).  House  counted,  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present, 

Mr.  Duckworth  (Lancashire,  Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)  ...  127£ 

Middleton) 1273         Sir    Walter    Foster    (Derbyshire, 

Mr.      William      Sidebottom  Ilkeston)         1280 

(Derbyshire,  High  Peak)  1277        Mr.  Arnold  Foster  (Belfast,  W.)  1281 

Mr.Dalziel(KirkcaldyBurghs)  1277         Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)...  1289 

Sir  Samuel  Hoar e  (Norwich)  1278         The  Secretary  to  the   Admiralty 
Mr.      William       Redmond  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,    S.)  1290 

(Clare,  E.)         1279 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY.— Considered  in  Committee. 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901.-114,880  men  and  boys.  Resolution  to 
be  reported. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "That  a   sum,   not  exceeding 

£5,527,000,  be  granted  to   Her    Majesty,    to   defray   the   Expenses   of 

'-     Wages,   etc.   to   Officers,    Seamen,   and  Boys,    Coastguard,    and    Royal 

.  Marines,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 

on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901 ." 

Sir  John  Colomb 1297 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress. " 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad-  Mr.  Kearley  (Dervnpvrt)  ...    1298 

miralty  (Mr.  Gaschen,  St. 
George's  Hanover  Sq.)    ...   1 298 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  also  report  Progress  ; 
to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  (No.  2)  Bill— Order  read,  for  resumed 
Adjourned  Debate  [13th  February],  "  Jhat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Mr.  Straclvey  (Somersetshire,  Mr.  Malcolm  (Suffolk,  Slowmarht)  -1299 

S.)         1298 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  97  :  Noes,  63.     (Division  List  No.  44.) 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 


COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  28th  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

PIllVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Bill  —  Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed        ...         1301 

Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway  Bill— Report  [27th  February] 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  Bill  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  by  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Colonel  Saunderson,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Archdale,  and  Mr.  Carvill.  1301 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill — Report  [27th  February]  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Bryce  and  Mr.  Pirie  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1301 

Dublin  Electric  Lighting  Bill-  Report  [27th  February]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  and  Mr.  William  Moore \  /..  1301 
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PETITIONS. 
Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  of  the  Disestablish- 

ment  Council  of  Scotland  against,  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1301 


Authorities1  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill— Petitions  in  favour, 
Dm  Cosford  ;  Nottingham;  and  Shanklin  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 


Mines   (Eight  Hours)   Bill — Petition  of  the  Mining  Association  of  Great 
Britain,  against,  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     Petitions  in  favour,  from  Darton 
Jordan  ;  Wombell  Main  ;  Woolley  ;  Dewsbury  Moor ;  Chickenley  Heath 
Ravensthorpe ;    Soothill    Wood ;     Bridgwater ;     Babbington  ;     Audley 
Kidsgrove  :  Chesterton;  Talk  o'  th'  Hill ;  Clunway;  Brownhills;  Knutton 
Tunstall :    Bunker's  Hill ;  Golden  Hill ;   Harriseahead ;  Alsagers  Bank 
Bucknall ;    Birchenwood  (two) ;     Pittshill  ;    Brown  Edge  ;     Killamarsh 
Staveley  ;    West  Kiveton  ;    Dunston  ;    Bolsover  :    Beighton  ;   Whitwell  \ 
Coppice  ;     Lassodie  ;     Farrington ;     Springfield  ;    Greyfield  ;    Timsbury ; 
Clandown  ;  Chorley  ;  Huish  ;  Camerton ;  Kilmersdon  ;  Tyning;  Brereton 
Coppice ;  New  Oaks;  Beeston  Manor;  Thornhill ;  New Hucknall :  Netherton; 
Lochgelly  ;    East  Ardsley  ;    Gawthorpe  ;   Bruntcliffe ;  Wheldale ;  Ponte- 
fraet ;  Cart w right ;  Rawdon  ;  Tonge  ;  Bond's  Main  ;  Carhouse  ;  Outfield  : 
Dearham  ;  Camerton  ;  Robin  Hood  ;  Bullgill :  Seaton  Moor ;  Wharncliffe  \ 
Woodmoor ;    Cannock   and   Rugeley  :    Brereton  Hayes ;     Middlestown 
Netherseal  ;    Reservoir  :   Ellistowu  ;   Ibstock ;   Nailstone  ;   and  Bagworth 
Colleries  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table        1301 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to  Women)  Bill— Petition  from 

Cheddar,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1302 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1S45     Petition  from  Dalziel,  for 

alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...  1302 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill —Petition  from  Market  Har- 

borongh,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...  ...         ...  ...  ...   1302 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill    Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Leamington  Spa  ;  and  Prescot :  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...         ...         ...  1302 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill    Petition  from  Newport  (Salop), 

in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...         ...         1302 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from  Dollar;  Kirkin- 
tilloch ;  and  Saltcoats  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1302 

Vaccination  Acts  —Petition  from  Cardiff,  for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table         1302 

liETUliXX,  HEPOHTS,  ETC. 

Navy  (Dockyard  Expense  Accounts  1898  9)  -Annual  Accounts  presented, 
for  1898-9  of  Shipping  and  Dockyard  transactions,  &c,  with  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act]  ;  to  he  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  77] 1 303 

Education  Department — Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  dated  26th  February,  1900,  providing  for  Grants  on 
Account  of  the  Education  of  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children,  and 
prescribing  Conditions  to  be  fulfilled  by  Certified  Schools  for  such 
Children  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1303 
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Evening  Contin  uation  Schools — Return  presented, — relati  ve  thereto  [ordered 

8th  February  ;  Mr.  HobJwuse]  \  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1303 

Piers  and  Harbours  (Provisional  Orders) — Copy  presented,— of  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings  under  the  General  Pier  and 


Harbour  Act,  1861,  and  the  General  Pier  and  Harbour  Act  (1861) 
Amendment  Act  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  78]   ...  k 1303 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  f  upon  this  day  six  months.' " — (Sir  James  Joicey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  John  Wilson  {Durham,  Mr.  Burt  (Morpeth)       1333 

Mid)      1318  Mr.  Woods  (Essex,  Walthamstow)  1336 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester-  Colonel    PiUcington    (Lancashire, 

shire,  Forest  of  Dean)    ...  1324  Newton)         1340 

Sir  Alfred  Hickman  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.)  ...   1329 

Motion  made  : — That  the  Question  be  now  put  (Mr.  Herbert  Roberts.) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  257  ;  Noes,  118.     (Division  List  No.  45.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of   the 
Question." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  175;  Noes,  199.     (Division  List  No.  46.) 

Words  added.     Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  six  months. 

NEW  BILLS. 

School  Board  Elections  (London)— BUI  to  alter  the  divisions  of  London 
for  election  of  the  School  Board,  and  thereby  abolish  the  Cumulative  Vote, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  James  Bailey,  Mr.  John 
Burns,  Mr.  Marks,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  Harry  Samuel,  SirBlundell  Maple, 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith. 

School  Board  Elections  (London)  Bill — "  To  alter  the  divisions  of  London 
for  the  election  of  the  School  Board,  and  thereby  abolish  the  Cumulative 
Vote,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  1 04] 1 347 

Fire  Brigades— Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  existing  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  Fire 
Brigades  (including  both  staff*  and  appliances)  in  England  and  Wales 
excepting  the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade ;  the  adequacy  of  such  arrange- 
ments for  the  due  protection  of  life  and  property  from  destruction  or 
injury  from  fire,  and  the  Amendments,  if  any,  which  are  necessary  or 
desirable  in  the  law  on  the  subject. 
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Committee  accordingly  nominated  of,  Colonel  Bowles,  Mr.  Cameron, 

"      -  ~  "'         Mr.   ~  -       -     -  -     -  -     - 


Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Mr.  Duncombe,  Sir  George  Fardell,  Mr.  Thomas 
Joseph  Farrell,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  William  Jones,  Mr.  Malcolm, 
Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Harold  Reckett,  Mr.  Richardson,  and  Major 
Wyndham-Quinn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records 1348 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — (Sir  William  irulrond). 

blic  Petitions  CoMMiTTEE—First  Report  brought  up,  and  read;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed 1348 

Adjourned  at  Three  minutes  before  Six  of  the  Clock. 
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his  father  1349 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

reat   Southern   and   Western  Railway   Bill  [h.l.];   Imschenetzky's 

Uralite  Patent  Bill  [h.l.]— Committed         1349 
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Committee  of  Selection  1349 

ondon  Hydraulic  Power  Company  Bill  [h.l.];  North  Eastern  Railway 
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and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [h.l.]  —  Committed : 
The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection    1349 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Education  Department  (Defective  and  Epileptic  Children)— Minute  of 
the  Committee  of  Cpuncil  on  Education,  dated  26th  February,  1900, 
providing  for  grants  on  account  of  the  education  of  defective  and  epileptic 
children,  and  prescribing  conditions  to  be  fulfilled  by  certified  schools  for 
such  children 1349 

Jueen  Anne's  Bounty — Annual  Reports  and  Accounts  of  the  Governors,  for 

the  year  ended  31st  December,  1899  1350 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts,  1854-1894— Eleventh  Annual  Report 

of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission  ;  with  appendix     1350 

[rish  Land  Commission  (Judicial  Rents)— Return  for  the  month  of  July, 

1899     - 1350 
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Ecclesiastical  Commission— Fifty-second  Report  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners for  England  ;  with  an  appendix 1350 

Trade   Reports    (Miscellaneous    Series)— No.   522,  Russian    Railways. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...         ...  1350 

Pharmacy  (Ireland)  Acts;  1875  and  1899— Order  in  Council,  elated  21st 
*    February,  1900,  approving  of  a  regulation  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society 1350 

Piers  and  Harbour  Acts  (Provisional  Orders,  Session  1900)— Report 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their  proceedings  under  the  General  Pier  and 
Harbour  Act,  1861,  and  the  General  Pier  and  Harbour  Act,  1861, 
Amendment  Act.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1350 

University  of  London  Act,  1898  -  Regulations  made  for  the  University 
of  London  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act;  laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  15.)     , 1350 

XEir  BILL. 

Public  Libraries  Bill  [h.l.]  A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  public 
libraries,  museums,  and  gymnasiums,  and  to  regulate  the  liability  of 
managers  of  libraries  to  proceedings  for  libel — Was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Windsor ;  read  first  time  ;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  16.)     ...   "     ...  1350 

Lunacy  Bill  [H.L.] — Committee  :  House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"On  page  1,  after  line  22,  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection,  '(2)  The 
judicial  authority  shall,  in  his  report  to  the  Commissioners,  state  definitely 
whether  in  his  opinion  the  detention  of  the  patient  is  or  is  not  proper."' — 
{The  Lord  Chctncclhr.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ( The  Earl  of  Hahbury)        1351 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11  : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  as  a  new  clause,  *  Section  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  of  the 
principal  Act  shall  be  extended  so  as  to  permit  a  local  authority  to  appoint 
not  more  than  one-third  of  the  visiting  committee  from  persons*  not  members 
of  the  local  authority/  '' — {Lord  Norton.) 

The  Earl  of  Hahbury       1351 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  11  and  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  : — 

Lord  Ribblesdale     ...         .\.   1351         Tlie  Earl  of  Hahbury 1351 
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Clauses  13  to  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19:— 
Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  19."— {Lord  Ribblesdale.) 
The  Earl  of  Halsbury       1352 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 
Clause  1 9  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  After  Clause  19,  to  insert  the  following  clause  :— •  The  power  of  two  or 
more  local  authorities  to  agree  to  unite  in  providing  and  maintaining  a  district 
asylum  shall  be  construed  as  including  a  power  to  agree  to  unite  in  providing 
and  maintaining  a  laboratory  for  pathological  research  in  connection  with 
lunacy."— {The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

The  Earl  of  Halsbury       1353 

New  Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  20  agreed  to. 

Clause  21  :— 
Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  35,  after '  widow  or '  to  insert '  widowed.' " — {Lord  Ribblesdale. ) 
The  Earl  of  Hahbury        ...  1353  fjord  Bibbksdale       1353 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 
Clause  21,  with  verbal  Amendments,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  22,  23,  and  24  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"After  Clause  24  to  insert  the  following  clause :—' Section  335  of  the 
principal  Act  (which  relates  to  pensions  of  lunatics  payable  by  public  depart- 
ments) shall  extend  to  Scotland  and  Ireland.' " — {The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

The  Earl  of  Hahbury       1353 

New  clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  25  to  27  agreed  to. 

Clause  28  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  11,  after  line  14,  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection,  '  (5.)  Notice  of  the 
determination  of  a  reception  order  under  this  section  shall  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
missioners by  the  manager  of  the  institution  or  person  having  charge  of  the 
lunatic  within  two  clear  days  of  the  date  thereof.' '  — (The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Hie  Earl  of  Halsbury       1354 

Amendment  agreed  to 
Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 
VOL.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.]  g 
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First  Schedule  :— 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  5,  to  leave  out  *  bear  such  proportion  to'  and  insert '  not  be 
less  than  six  sixtieths  nor  more  than  twenty-four  sixtieths  of ' ;  in  line  6,  leave 
out  all  words  after  *  injury*  to  the  end  of  (1) ;  and  in  line  13,  leave  out  'to  which 
he  is  entitled '  and  insert '  which  he  may  receive.1 " — [Lord  Ribblcsdah.) 

TJic  Earl  of  Halsbury        ...  135*4        Lord  Ribbhsdah  1354 

Amendments  withdrawn. 
Schedules  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Hnlsbury       1355 

Standing  Committee  negatived;    the  Beport    of    Amendments  to   he 
recived  one  Monday  next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amonded.     [No.  17.] 

South  African  War— Suggested  further  calling  up  of  Volunteers. 

Discussion  : — 

Lord  Blythswood 1355  Earl  Spencer 1360 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  The  Earl  of  Northbrook 1361 

War    (The  Marquess    of  The  Earl  of  Feversham 1361 

Lansdowne)       1356  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne      ..,  1361 

The  Earl  of  Kimberky      ...  1359 

South  African  War— Telegrams  to  Soldiers  on  Service— Question,  The 
Earl  of  Lichfield. 

Question  postponed. 

Short  Bange  Shooting  Galleries. 


JUSSION  : — 

The,    Earl    of    Leven    and 

Melville 1362 

Earl  Stanhope        1364 

Lord  Raglnn          ...         ...   1365 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne    1 365 
Lord  Tweedmouth 1368 

TJic  Earl  of  Northbrook 

Lord  Wenlock 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotvne 

Earl  Spencer     

Lord  Newton     

House  adjourned  at  Six  of  the  clock, 

1370 
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COMMONS:  THURSDAY,  1st  MARCH,  1900. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  (by  Order)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read ;    a 
second  time." 

Mr.  Macdona  (Southwark,  Iiotherhithe)     ...         .  ...  ..         ..,1373 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  c now'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  six  months.' " — [Mr.  Galloway.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Discussion  ; — 

Mr.  Seton-Karr  (St.  Helens)    1389  Sir  Albert  Rollit  (Islington,  S.)...  1405 

Mr.  Broadhurst  (Leicester)      1394         Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff) 1404 

Sir  William  Harcourt  (Man-  Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  SJF.)  1406 

mouthshire,  JV.) 1395  Sir    J.    Fergusson    (Manchester, 

The  President  of  the  Board  of                      N.E.) 1406 

Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Crotj-  Sir  J.  Dillwyn  Llewelyn  (Swansea 

don)       1399             Town)            1406 

Mr.Haldane  (Haddington)    1403  Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E)  1406 

Mr.  Cripps  (Gloucestershire,  Sir  J.  T.  Woodhouse  (Huddersfield)  1406 

Stroud) 1403        Mr.  Ritchie       1406 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.)  ...   1 404 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

orham  (County  of)  Eleotric  Power  Supply  Bill  (by  Order) ;  South 
Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill  (by  Order) ;  Tyneside 
Electric  Power  Bill  (by  Order)— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  1407 

radon  County  Council  Improvements  Bill  (by  Order)— Order  for 
Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be   now   read  a 
second  time." 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St  Augustine9 s)  1407 

Mr.  Stuart  (Slwreditch,  Hoxton) 1407 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

astings  Tramways  Bill  (by  Order) — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

>Uth  Metropolitan  Ga8  Bill  (by  Order)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question   proposed,  "That   the  Bill  be   now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr  Lough  (Islington,  W.) 1408 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

randsworth  and  Putney  Gas  Bill  (by  Order)  —Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed. 

berdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill — "  To  authorise  the  Lord  Provost, 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the  City  and  Royal  Burgh  of  Aberdeen 
to  construct  additional  tramways,  and  to  make  certain  street  improve- 
ments in  connection  therewith ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time         1408 

ublin  Electric  Lighting  Bill — "For  incorporating  the  Dublin  Electric 
Lighting  Company,  and  for  empowering  them  to  light  by  electricity  the 
City  of  Dublin  and  the  urban  districts  of  New  Kilmainham,  Drumcondra, 
Clonliffe  and  Glasnevin,  and  Clontarf,  in  the  county  of  Dublin ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  ...  1408 
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**  That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Charitable  Loan 
Societies  (Ireland)  Act,  1843." — (The  Attorney-Gential  for  Ireland.) 

Afr.  DMon  (Mayo,  E.)     1457 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  and 
Mn  G.  W.  Balfour. 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill— "To  amend  the  Charitable  Loan 
Societies  (Ireland)  Act  1843,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  12th  March,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  105.] 
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Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) — 

The    Secretary  of  State  for  Mr.      Gibson      Bowles       (Lynn 

the  Home  Department  (Sir  Regis)  1458 

M.    WhiXe   Ridley,   Lan- 
cashire y  Blackpool  ...  1458 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

iBill  to  remove  electoral  disabilities  which  may  arise  in  the  case  of  members 
of  the  Reserve,  Militia,  and  Yeomanry  Forces,  and  in  the  case  of 
"Volunteers  by  reason  of  absence  on  the  Military  Service  of  the  Crown, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
Mr.  Attorney-General,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Collings. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service)  Bill— "To  remove  Electoral 
Disabilities  which  may  arise  in  the  case  of  members  of  the  Reserve,  Militia, 
and  Yeomanry  Forces,  and  in  the  case  of  "Volunteers  by  reason  of  absence 
on  the  Military  Service  of  the  Crown,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  106]        1459 

SUPPLY  [Second  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith),  in  the  Chair.] 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£5,527,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  wages, 
etc.,  to  officers,  seamen  and  boys,  coastguard,  and  Royal  Marines,  which 
will  oome  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  D  (Royal  Marines) 
be  reduced  by  £591,965."— (Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Discussion  :— 

Admiral  Field  (Susses,  Hast-  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  (Belfast,  IV.)  1471 

bourne) H67 

Sir       Fortescue      Flannery 

(Yorkshire,  Shipley)       ...  U71 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present  (Dr. 
Tanner,  Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  and  forty  Members  being 
found  present. 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster  ...1477  Mr.  ArnM-Forster       1495 

Capt.  Phillpotts  (Devonshire,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  1500 

Torquay)  1479  Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)  1 502 

Mr.  Kearlty  (Demiport)    ...  1481  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery 1503 

Mr.  Archdale  (Fermanagh,  Mr.    Fenwick    (Northumberland, 

N.)        1483  Wansbech)     1504 

Sir     U.      Kay-Shuttleworth  Mr.  Kearley       1 505 

(Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  ...  1484  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
Commander    Bethell    (Yoik,  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  &)  1506 

E.R.,  Holdemess)  ...  1 486 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 

miralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St 

George  nanover  Square)    1486 
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Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  question  again  proposed  : — 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  the  Chairman  do 
report  progress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  " — (Mr.  Gibson  Bowles) — put* 
and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow 

NEW  BILL. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  (No.  3) — Bill  for  the  Registration 
and  Inspection  of  Boilers,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Provand,  and 
Mr.  William  Abraham,  Mr.  K  J.  C.  Morton,  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  Mr. 
Langley  1508 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  (No.  3)  Bill— "For  the  Registration 
and  Inspection  of  Boilers/'  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  107.]         1508 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  dock. 


LORDS :  FRIDAY,  2nd  MARCH,  1900. 

Earl  of  Desart— Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  right  of 
Hamilton  John  Agmondesham  Cuffe,  Earl  of  Desart,  to  vote  at  the 
elections  of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
JLaDie    •••         •••         •••         •••         ...         •••         •••         •••         •••         •••  lOvtf 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  labie  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  further  otaucLn^  oiuers  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  Witn  .  cuutn-  a&tern  Railway  [h.l.1  ; 
Folkestone,  Sandgate  and  Hythe  Tramroads  [h.l.];  and  also  the 
Certificate  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bills  have  not  been  complied  with : — Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and 
Dalmellington  Railway  (Abandonment)  [h.l.];  the  same  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table  1509 

Hammond  (O.  H.)  Company  Bill  [h.l.]— Presented ;  read  the  first  time ;  and 

referred  to  the  Examiners     1509 

Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868,  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.]— Committed        ...  1509 

Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill  [h.l.]— Com- 
mitted for  Tuesday  next       ,        «,,        1509 

South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas  Bill  |h,l«]  >  South  {Staffordshire  Tramways 
Bill  (bllJ  ;  Sheffield  District  Railway  Bill  [h.l  ] ;  Wirrall  Railway  BUI 
[H.L.J ;  Great  Berkhampetead  Water  Bill  [h.l,]— Committed ;  the  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection       1510 
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South-Eastern  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  the  second  time  (according  to 

Order) 1510 

National  Markets  and  Stores  and  Workshops  Bill  [h.l.]— The  Lord 
Chancellor  informed  the  House  that  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to 
proceed  further  with  the  Bill.  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading 
discharged.     Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with  ...   1510 

Birmingham  University  Bill   [h.l.]  ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and   Wexford 

Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  the  second  time  (according  to  Order) 1510 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

ARMY  (Estimate) — Approximate  Estimate  of  Expenditure  under  the  Barracks 
Act  of  1890,  and  Military  Works  Acts  of  1897  and  1899.  Presented  (by 
Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1510 

House  adjourned  at  half -past  Four  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  FRIDAY,  2nd  MARCH,  1900. 

Private  Bill  Petitions  (Standing  Orders  not  complied  with)— Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  for  the 
following  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
namely  : — Llandrindod  Wells  Water  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Report  be 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders        1510 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill ;  Glastonbury  and  Street  Gas 

Bill ;  read  a  second  time  and  committed      1511 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill  [by  Order] — [Second  Reading] — Order 
for  second  reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  ) V.)  1511 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  it  is  desirable  that  penalties  should  be 
inserted  in  Clause  56  of  the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for  the  labouring  classes)  to 
secure  compliance  with  the  objects  of  the  clause ;  and  whether  the  clause 
should  be  amended  in  respect  of  the  maximum  fare  charged,  the  sufficiency 
in  number,  and  the  hours  at  which  the  cars  shall  be  run. — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.Schwann(ManchesUr,N.)  1512        Sir  J.  A.  Wilhx  (Liverpool,  Ever- 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  ton)    ♦.»         1514 

Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croy- 
don)     *..        1613 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Bill  (by  Order)— [Second  Reading] 
— Bill  read  second  time,  and  committed. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  it  is  desirable  that  penalties  should  be 
inserted  in  Clause  51  of  the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for  labouring  classes)  to 
secure  compliance  with  the  objects  of  the  clause ;  and  whether  the  clause 
should  be  amended  in  respect  of  the  maximum  fare  charged  and  the 
sufficiency  in  number  of  the  cars. — (Mr.  Lough.)  , 

Mr.  John  Wilson  (Falkirk  Burtjhs)  1515 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Taunton    Corporation   Bill   (by  Order)— [Second  Reading]— Order  for 
second  reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Amendment  proposed — 

44  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now '  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  six  months.' " — (Mr.  Strachey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  8.)  1516 
Colonel  Welby  (Taunton) 1517 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Motion  made*,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  provide  in  Part  III.  of  the  Bill  that  the  powers  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  their  officers  to  inspect  cows  and  dairies  outside  the  Borough 
be  not  exercised  without  the  previous  order  of  two  Justices  sitting  in 
Petty  Sessions,  and  having  jurisdiction  in  the  district  wherein  the  dairy  is 
situate,  and  that  such  order  be  not  made  unless  the  said  Justices  are 
satisfied  that  the  local  authority  of  the  said  district  has  not  already  dealt 
with  the  case." — (Mr.  Strachey.) 

Debate  arising, 

Debate  adjourned  till  Tuesday. 

Llandrindod  Wells  Water—  Petition  for  Bill;    referred    to  the  Select 

Committee  on  Standing  Orders         1518 

London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill— Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision; referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 1518 

PETITIONS. 

Cyprus  (Locust  Destruction  Fund  Part  Appropriation  Law,  1898) — 

Petition  from  Larnaca,  for  redress  of  grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table...  1518 

Local  Authorities'  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill— Petitions  in  favour 

from  Aberavon  and  Rochester ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...        ...        ...  1518 
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Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from  Wortley  and  Farnley ; 
Birley  ;  Clayton  West ;  Dod  worth  ;  Barrow ;  Old  Silkstone ;  Bretby ; 
Granville  ;  Donisthorpe  ;  Hall ;  Church  Gresley ;  Aldwarke ;  and  Naden 
Collieries ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1518 

Bating  op  Woodlands — Petition  from  Neath,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  1518 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Northfleet  and  Gravesend ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1518 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from  Luffen- 
ham;  Sheffield;  South  Hiendley;  Abergavenny;  and  Blackpool;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  , 1518 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Grantown,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  1518 

Vaccination  Acts — Petition  from  Saddleworth,  for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  ...        ..»        .,,        ..,        1518 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

MKY  (Military  Works)— Copy  presented,— of  Approximate  Estimate  under 
the  Barracks  Act,  1890,  and  Military  Works  Acts,  1897  and  1899  [by 
Command] ;  to  He  upon  the  Table    ..,        ..,        ..,        ..,        .,,        ...  1519 


QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War— Transport— The  Eighth  Division — Question,  Mr. 
Warner  (Staffordshire,  Liohfield) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square)       1519 

Transport — Salt  Beef  Rations — Question,  Sir  James  Fergusson  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Macartney, 
Antrim,  S.)      1519 

Militia  Re-enlistment  Bounties— Question,  Mr.  Warner;  Answer,  The 
Financial  Seeretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams,  Birming- 
ham, S.)  1520 

Imperial  Yeomanry— Treatment  at  Colchester  Camp— Question,  Major 

Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.);  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams      1520 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley— Medical  Corps'  Hours  of  Duty — 

Question,  Capt.  Norton  (Newington,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams  1521 

Metropolitan  Police — Ex-Soldiers  and  the  Reserve — Question,  Capt. 
Norton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Office  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) 1521 

Infantry  Officers— Conditions  of  Re-joining — Question,  Mr.  Lyttelton 

(Warwick  and  Leamington) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams      1522 

Rifle  Ranges— Shrewsbury  Race-course— Question,  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene 

(Shrewsbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams 1522 
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Woolwich  and  Enfield  Factories — Pay  of  Foremen — Question,  Capt. 

Bowlea  (Middlesex,  Enfield) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell-Williams 1522 

Salisbury  Plain  Manoeuvring  Grounds — Question,   Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 

(Lynn  Regis) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams     1523 

Government  Contracts — War  Office  Tenders— Question,  Mr.  McKenna 

(Monmouthshire,  N.)  j  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams 1524 

Navy— Periods  of  Service — Question,  Sir  John  Colonib  (Great  Yarmouth)  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Goschen 1525 

Mediterranean    Fleet— Channel    Squadron— Length    of    Officers' 

Service — Question,  Sir  John  Colomb;  Answer,  Mr.  Goschen      1525 

Mauritius— Central    Africa    Battalion — Question,    Sir   Charles   Dilke 

(Glouoester,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Powell  Williams        1526 

Fernando  Po— Treatment  of  Lagos  Natives — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan 
(Aberdeenshire,  E.)j  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W()       . . ;        ...         1 526 

British  Soudan  and  Abyssinian  Boundary— Question,  Mr.  McKenna  j 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)     1527 

Zanzibar  and*  Pemba — Slavery— Question,  Mr.  John  Ellis  (Notts,  Rush- 

cliffe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  1527 

Australian  Federation  Bill— Question,  Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 1527 

Postmen — Fines  for  Late  Attendances — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney);  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)         1528 

Wbt  India  Mails — The  "  Tagus  "— Question,  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  (Hamp- 

stead) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1529 

Parcels  Insurance  to  Cape    Colony— Question,   Mr.  Henniker  Heaton 

(Canterbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1 529 

Post  Office  Stamp  Contracts — Question,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury 1529 

Superannuation  Funds — Exemption  from  Income  Tax — Question,  Mr. 
H.  P.  Pease  (Darlington) ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol,  W.) 1530 

Central    Telegraphic    Office — Holiday   Regulations— Question,    Mr. 

Steadman ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury 1530 

Hyde  Park — Police  Barracks — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  N.) ; 
Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Akcrs-Douglas,  Kcnr, 
St.  Augustine's)         1531 

Foot   and   Mouth  Disease  Regulations— Question,    Captain   Pretyman 
(Suffolk,  Woodbridce)  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri-  . 
culture  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool,  W.,  Derby) .'        1532 
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The  Circuit  System — Question,  Mr.  Coghill  (Stoke-on-Trent) ;  Answer, 
Sir  M.  White  Ridley  If 

Crown  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Hanbury ...  15 

Rabies — Irish  Returns — Question,  Dr.  Tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid);  Answer, 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)       ...  U 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Court— Case  of  Ellen  Ryan — 
Questions,  Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.),  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien 
(Kilkenny),  and  Captain  Donelan  (Cork.  E.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson    ...  U 

Fair  Rents  in  County  Donegal— Question,  Mr,  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal, 
S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson II 

Murder  of  Mr.  Bird  at  Bantry — Questions,  Sir  Henry  Ho  worth  (Salford, 
S.),  Mr,  Patrick  O'Brien,  and  Captain  Donelan;  Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson  1( 

Reported  Riots  at  Portadown— Questions  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Atkinson  lfl 

Education  Bill  for  Scotland— Question,  Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire) ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  II 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Major  Rasch  and  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs);  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  U 

NEW  MEMBER  SWOIIN. 
John  O'Donnell,  Esq.,  for  County  of  Mayo  (South  Mayo  Division)  ...  U 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

NEW  BILLS. 

District  Councillors  and  Guardians  (Term  of  Office)— Bill  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  term  of  office  of  District  Councillors  and 
Guardians,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pretyman,  Sir  John 
Dorington,  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Price,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

District  Councillors  and  Guardians  Term  of  Office  Bill—"  To  make 
further  provison  for  the  term  of  office  of  District  Councillors  and 
Guardians,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  108]       U 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour  Underground)— Bill  to  pro- 
hibit Child  Labour  Underground  in  Coal  Mines,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Sir  James  Joicey,  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  and  Sir 
Alfred  Hickman. 

Goal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour  Underground)  Bill— "To prohib- 
it Child  Labour  Underground  in  Coal  Mines,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed 
[Bill  109]         U 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment— Bill  to  amend  the 
Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1894,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  and  Sir  Charles  Cameron, 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  -  oxiii 

March  2.]  Page 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill — "  To  amend 
the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1894,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  110]         1538 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment— Motion  made,  and  Question 
proposed,  "That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts."— (Sir  M.  White  Ridley.) 

Mr.  Sydney  Buston 1541 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
and  Mr.  Jesse  Collings. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill — "  To  amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  111.]       1542 

SUPPLY  [3rd  Allotted  Day]— Considered  in  Committee. 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£5,527,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expenses  of  Wages, 
«&c,  to  Officers,  Seamen  and  Boys,  Coastguard,  and  Royal  Marines,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1901." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.   Gibson    Bowles    (Lynn  Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  E.)     ...  1559 

Regis) 1542  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny)  1559 

Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  Mr.   David   Maclver  (Liverpool, 

E.)        1550  Kirkdale)       1561 

The  Civil  Lard  of  the  Ad-  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton  (Devonport)  1562 

miralty  (Mr.  Austen  Cham-  Mr.  John  JFilson  (Falkirk  Burghs)  1 563 

berlain,  Worcestershire,  E.)  1552  JJr.  Ambrose  (Mayo,  W.)  ...  1563 

Admiral  Field  (Sussex,  East-  Mr.  William  Johnston  (Belfast,  S.)  1563 

bourne) 1557  Mr.  Power         1563 

Captain  Donehn  (Cork,  E.)  1559  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  ...   1564 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£5,526,000  be  granted  for  the  said  service. — (Mr.  William  Redmond.) 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  28  :  Noes,  173.     Division  List  No.  47.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.)      1567 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £845,800,  Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs  at  Home  and  Abroad. 
VOL.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.]  h 
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Discussion  : — 

Sir      U.     KayShuitleworth  Capt.  Star  lair  (Forfarshire)        ...  1572 

(Lancashire,  Clit/ieroe)  ...   1568  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain           ...  1572 

Sir  John  Colomh   (Gt.   Var-  Mr.  Gibson  Bowks         1575 

mouth)   ...         ...         ...1569  The  First  Lord  of  tlte  Admiralty 

Mr.  Kearley  (Devenport)    ...    1571  (Mr.     Gosrhcn,     St.      George, 

Admiral  Field       1571  Uamtrer  Sq.) 1576 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Civil  Services  (Supplementary  Estimates),  1899-1900- Class  V. — 
3.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  Supplementary  sum, 
not  exceeding  £162,500,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1900,  for  grants  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  the  British 
Protectorates  in  Uganda  and  in  Central  and  East  Africa." 

Motion  made  and  Question  put,  "  That  Item  B  (British  Central  Africa, 
Grant  in  Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— (Mr.  Weir.) 

The   Umirr  Senvfary  of  State  for  Foreiqn  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrirk,  Surrey, 
Guildford)         ..."     ' "...   '      1578 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  34  ;  Noes,  108.     (Division  List  No.  48.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed—"  That  a  supplementary 
sum,  not  exceeding  £58,905,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  certain  sundry  Colonial  services,  including 
certain  grants  in  aid." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  M,  1  (Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  High  Commissioner  of  Telegrams)  be  reduced  by  £100." — (Mr. 
Lloyd  George.) 

The  Secretary  of  Stale  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Clwmherlain,  Birmingham, 
W.)       1583 

At  this  stage  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  (Donegal,  E.)  took  the  Chair. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  36 ;  Noes,  89.     (Division  List  No.  49.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

5.  £10,000,  Supplementary,  Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

Th€  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)  ...   1589 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

6.  £2,847,  Treasury  Chest  Fund. 

Mr.  Rwnbury        t  t  %%%   J589 

Resolution  agreed  to, 
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Class  VI. — 7.  .£60,686,  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  Deficiencies. 

Discussion— 

Sir Albert  ItMU  (Islington,  8.)  1590         Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)  1593 
Mr.  Hartley  (Islington,  N.)      1593         Mr.  Hanbitry 1594 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — 8.  £500,  Supplementary,  Temporary  Commissions. 
9.  £23,327,  Repayments  to  the  Local  Loans  Fund. 
Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Class  III. — 10.  £1,440,  Supplementary,  Prisons,  Scotland. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell         1595         The  Lard  Advocate  (Mr.  C.  Graham 

Mr.  Parker  Smith  (J/jnark-  Murray,  Buteshire) 1597 

shire,  Partirk) 1596         Captain  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)   ...   1598 

Mr.  Caldwell     ...     ' 1599 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — 11.  £3,000,  Supplementary,  Science  and  Art  Department. 
Discussion  : — 

hnd  Hugh  Cecil  (Grenwich)        1 600 

The   Vire-President  of  th*  Committee  of  Council   on   Education  (Sir  J. 

Gorst,  Cambridge  liiirersiti/)    ...  ...  1600 

Mr.CaUwell         1600 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next;  Committee  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY  [27th  February] — Resolution  reported  : — 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1. 

"  That  114,880  men  and  boys  be  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast  Guard 
Services  for  the  vear  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901,  including 
1H,805  Royal  Marines." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  [itfim  February]--  Resolution  reported  :— 

(/iyil  Services  and  Revknuk  Departments  Estimates,  1900-1901  (Vote 
on  Account). 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ,£16,626,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
on  account,  for  or  towanls  defraying  the  charges  for  the  Civil  Services 
and  Revenue  Departments  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time 
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Motion  made,  and  Question   proposed,  "  That  this   House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Discussion — 

Mr.  Weir  (Row  &  Cromarty)  1 604         Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien      1621 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  (Mul-  Mr.  milium  Redmond 1621 

dlesbrouqh)         1606         Sir  Wilfrid  Tjiwsan  {Cumberland, 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel  (Stock-  Cockermouth) 1 624 

ton)        16H         The    Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Mr.     Maddison     (Sheffield,  Home     Department    (Sir    M. 

BrightMde)        1616  While      Ridley,      Lancasliire, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  Blackpool)      1 62(3 

for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Swrey,  Guild- 
ford)        1618 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  96  ;  Noes,  22.     (Division  List  No.  50.) 

Deaths  from  Starvation,  or  Accelerated  by  Privation  (London)— 
Address  for  "  Return  of  the  number  of  all  Deaths  in  the  administrative 
county  of  London  in  the  year  1899  upon  which  a  Coroner's  Jury  has 
returned  a  Verdict  of  Death  from  Starvation,  or  Death  accelerated  by 
Privation  ;  together  with  any  Observations  furnished  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  Boards  of  Guardians  with  reference  to  cases  included  in 
the  Return  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  334,  of  Session 
1899)."— (MrTalht.) 1621 

It  being  after  One  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the   House 
without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  One  of  the  clock  till  Monday  next. 
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PUBLIC   BILLS 

DEALT    WITH    IN    VOLUME    LXXIX. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in  the 
last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "  [h.l.]  "  following  title  indicates  that 
the  Bill  was  originated  in  the  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


Title  of  Bill. 


♦Consolidated    Fund 

(No.  1) 
♦Inebriates   Amendment 

(Scotland)  [h.l.] 


Brought  In  by 


Progress. 


hud  Balfour  of  Burleigh 


Isolation    Hospitals  I  Earl  of  Lichfield 
(Amendment)  [H.L.]     I 

I 
*Land  Charges  [h.l.]        j  The  Lord  Chancellor 


♦Lunacy  [h.l.]  i  The  Lord  Chancellor 

Money-lending  Bill  [h.l.]|  Lord  James  of  Hereford 

Public  Libraries  [h.l.]    \  Lord  Windsor 

Youthful    Offenders  i  Lord  James  of  Hereford 

[H.L.]  j 


Read  1*,  2a,  and  3a ;  Royal 
Assent  23  Feb.  (909) 

Itead2«  19  Feb.  (350);  Com- 
mittee, Report,  20  Feb. 
(503);  Read  3«  22  Feb. 
(773) 

Read  2*  15  Feb.  (6);  Com- 
mittee, Report,  16  Feb. 
(214);  Read  3*  20  Feb. 
(503) 

Committee  22  Feb.  (773); 
Report  26  Feb.  (1056); 
Read  3»  27  Feb.  (1183) 

Committee  1  Mar.  (1351) 

Read  1*  15  Feb.  (3) ;  Read 
2*  22  Feb.  (767) 

Read  1*  1  Mar.  (1350) 

Read  !•  22  Feb.  (766) 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


No. 


Title  of  BUI. 


88  !  Boilers  Registration    and   In- 
1      spection  (No.  2) 
107  !  Boilers  Registration    and    In- 
spection (No.  3) 

93  ♦Census  (Great  Britain) 
105  i*Charitable  Loans  (Ireland) 

94  Cheap  Trains  (No.  2) 

109  '  Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  child 

labour  underground) 
—  ^Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1) 


99 


County  Courts 


Brought  in  by 


Sir  W.  Houldstvorth 
Mr.  Provtind 


Mr.  Cltaplin 
Mr.  Atkinson 
Mr.  Woods 
Sir  Charles'  Dilke 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lowthir 


Mr.  Monk 
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Read  1°  16  Feb.  (239) 
Read  1°  1  Mar.  (1508) 


Read  1°  19  Feb.  (394) 
Read  1°1  Mar.  (1456) 
Read  V  20  Feb.  (595) 
Read  1°  2  Mar.  (1538) 

Read  1°  19  Feb.  (499); 
Read  2'  20  Feb. 
(596);  Committee 
21  Feb.  (704);  Read 
3°  22  Feb.  (842) ; 
Royal  Assent,  23 
Feb.  (909) 

Read  !•  23  Feb.  (919) 


(  cxviii  ) 


No. 


Title  of  BUI. 


Brought  In  by 


95  i  Crofters'    Holdings  (Scotland)  '  Mr.  Weir 
Act  (1886)  Amendment 

108     District  Councillors  and  Guar-     Mr.  Pretymun 
dians  (Term  of  Office) 

83   *Ecclesiastical      Assessments  Mr.  A.  Graham  Mur- 

(Scotland)  ray 

106   *Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Sir  M.  White  Bhlley 

\       Service) 

89      Electric   Lighting   Act   (1882)  Sir  W.  Hnuhhworth 

Amendment 

11      Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Mr.  Cretin 


Progress. 


87      Factories       and       Workshops 
Amendment  and  Consolida- 
tion 
111    *Factory   and    Workshop    Acts 
Amendment 


98   *Housing 


of 


the     Working 
Classes  Act  (1890)   Amend- 
I      ment 

101      Land  Dedication 
$5     Licensing    Acts     Amendment 

(Scotland) 
84  |  Local      Authorities      Officers' 
Superannuation 
Local  Government    (Scotland) 
Act  (1894)  Amendment 
*Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  Sala- 
ries and  Clerks 


110 
92 


6 


Mines  (Eight  Hours) 


34  I  Outdoor      Relief       (Friendly 
Societies)  (No.  2) 

i 

103  Parliamentary  Elections  (Mari- 

ners' Votes) 
91    *Police  Reservists  (Allowances) 

100     Public  Health 

86     Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scot- 
land; Act  (1895;  Amendment 

104  ;  School  Board  Elections  (London) 
96  ,  School  Board  Electorate  (Scot- 
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SECOND    VOLUME    OF    SESSION    1900. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Thursday,  15th  February,  1900. 


LORD  DUNBOYNE. 
Petition  of  Robert  St.  John  Fitz-Walter 
Butler,  Baron  of  Dunboyne,  claiming  a 
ight  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Represen- 
ative  Peers  for  Ireland  ;  read,  and  referred 
;o  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  consider  and 
•eport  thereupon  to  the  House. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
lad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with  : 

London  County  Tramways  (No.  2). 

And    also    a    special    report    from    the 
Examiners  in  respect    of   the    following 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  [H.L.J 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


JAKNSLEY  CORPORATION    BILL  [h.l.]. 
Presented,  and  read  1°. 
VOL.  LXXIX.       [Fourth  Series.] 


CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Petition  for  additional  provision,  of  the 
Caledonian  Railway  Company ;  together 
with  proposed  amendment  and  clause 
annexed  thereto ;  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE    REPORT8    (ANNUAL    SERIES). 

No.  2379.  Japan  (Hiogo  and  Osaka). 

No.  2380.  Italy  (Venice). 

No.  2381.  Argentine  Republic  (Fi- 
nances). 

STATISTICS. 

Statistical  Tables  relating  to  the  Colo- 
nial and  other  Possessions  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Part  XXII.,  for  the  years 
1894-95-96. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890; 
CONSULAR  SALARIES  AND  FEES 
ACT,  (891;  FOREIGN  MARRIAGE 
ACT,    1892. 

Orders  in  Council,  dated  29th  January, 
1900:— 

I.  "The  China  and  Corea  (Consular 
and  Marriage  Fees)"  Order  in  Council, 
1900. 

A 


Standing  Committee — 
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Nomination, 


II.  "The  Japan  (Consular  and  Marriage 
Pees)  "  Order  in  Council,  1900. 

FOREIGN   JURISDICTION    ACT,    1890. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  29th  January, 
1900,  "The  North-Eastern  Rhodesia  Order 
in  Council,  1900." 

COLONIAL  PRORATES  ACT,  1892. 

Older  in  Council,  of  29th  January,  1900, 
applying  "the  Colonial  Probates  Act, 
1892  "  to  the  British  Possession  of  the 
Island  of  St.  Helena. 


GENERAL    HOSPITALS    ACTS, 
1865    AND   1869. 

Order  in  Council,  of  29th  January,  1900, 
approving  a  Memorial  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  praying 
sanction  to  a  re-arrangement  of  the  number 
of  Naval  and  Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions 
to  Naval  and  Marine  Officers  of  the  retired 
and  pensioned  list  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy. 


TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

Eighth  Annual  Report  of  proceedings  of 
the  Inspection  Committee,  for  the  year 
ended  20th  November,  1899;  with 
appendices. 


POST  OFFICE  TELEGRAPHS. 

Account  showing  the  gross  amount 
received  and  expended  on  account  of  the 
telegraph  service  during  the  year  ended 
3 1 st  March,  1899,  and  a  statement 
additional  to  the  above  account. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to'lie  on  the  Table. 


MONEY-LENDING    BILL    [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  respect 
to  persons  carrying  on  business  as  money- 
lenders— Was  presented  by  the  Lord  James 
of  Hereford;  read  la ;  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  10.) 


♦STANDING  COMMITTEE-NOMINATK  )N 
OF  CHAIRMEN  AND  MEMBERS. 

Committee  of  Selection  for  the  Stand- 
ing Committee — Report  from,  that  the 
Committee  have  nominated  the  following 


Lords  to  serve  as  Chairmen  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee — 

E.  Halsburv.     (L.  Chancellor.) 

V.  Cross.    "(L.  Privy  Sent.) 

E.  Morley. 

E.  Camperdown. 

E.  Kimberley. 

L.  Elgin.     (E.  Elgin  and  Kincardine.) 

And  that  the  Committee  have  nominated 
the  following  Lords  to  serve  on  the 
Standing  Committee : 

L.  Archbp.  of  Canterbury. 

E.  Halsbury.     (L.  Chancellor.) 

L.  Archbp.  of  York. 

D.  Devonshire.     (L.  President.) 

V.  Cross.     (L.  Privy  Seal.) 

D.  Bedford. 

D.  Marllwrough. 

D.  Rutland. 

D.  Northumberland. 
M.  Lansdowne. 
M.  Salisbury. 
M.  Bath. 
M.  Ripon. 
M.  Breadalbane. 

E.  Pembroke  and  Montgomery. 
(L.  Steward.) 

E.  Denbigh. 
E.  Stamford. 
E.  Chesterfield. 
E.  Jersey. 
E.  Lauderdale. 
E.  Carnwath. 
E.  Cowper. 
E.  Stanhope. 
E.  Waldegrave. 
E.  Portsmouth. 
E.  Spencer. 
E.  Clarendon. 
E.  Onslow. 

E.  Grey. 

E.  Morley. 

E.  Vane.     (M.  Londonderry.) 

E.  Cawdor. 

E.  Camperdown. 

E.  Dudley. 

E.  Kimberley. 

E.  Selborne. 

E.  Cranbrook. 

E.  Ancaster. 

E.  Crewe. 

V.  Falkland. 

V.  Sidmouth. 

V.  Gordon.     (E.  Aberdeen.) 

V.  Knutsford. 

V.  Llandaff. 

V.  Peel. 

L.  Bp.  London. 
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L.  Bp.  Winchester. 
L.  Hopetoun.     (E.  Hopetoun.) 
(L.  Chamberlain.) 

L.  Clinton. 

L.  Zouche  of  Haryngworth. 

L.  Saltoun. 

L.  Balfour. 

L.  Boyle.     (E.  Cork  and  Orrery.) 

L.  Ribblesdale. 

L.  Churchill. 

\j.  Harris. 

L.  Colchester. 

L.  Plunket. 

L.  Rosebery.     (E.  Rosebery.) 

L.  Poltimore. 

L.  Kintore.     (E.  Kintare.) 

L.  Leigh. 

L.  Wenlock. 

L.  Elgin.      (E.  Elgin  and  Kincardine.) 

L.  Belper. 

L.  Lawrence. 

L.  Al>erdare. 

L.  Coleridge. 

L.  Norton. 

L.  Shute.     (V.  Barrinyton.) 

L.  Rowton. 

L.  Ampthill. 

L.  Keay. 

L.  Tweedmouth. 

L.  Northbourne. 

L.  Sudley.     (E.  Arran.) 

L.  Monkswell. 

L.  Lingen. 

L.  Ashbourne. 

L.  Thring. 

L.  Macnaghten. 

L.  Cheylesmore. 

L.  Morris. 

L.  Iveagh. 

L.  Kelvin. 

L.  Rookwood. 

L.  Shand. 

L.  Ashcorabe. 

I.*  Hawkesbury. 

L.  Stanmore. 

L.  Welby. 

L.  Russell  of  Killowen. 

L.  Davey. 

L.  Wandsworth. 

L.  Burghclere. 

L.  James 

L.  Pirbright. 

I.*.  Glenesk. 

L.  Heneage. 

L.  Glanusk. 

L.  Brampton. 

L.  Cran  worth. 

L.  Avebury. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  (AMENDMENT) 
BILL    [h.l.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing agreed. 

*The    Earl    of    LICHFIELD:    My 
Lords,  before  asking  you  to  read  a  second 
time  the  Bill  that  is  now  before  you,  I 
will  endeavour,  as  briefly  as  possible,  to 
explain  some  of  the  reasons  which  have 
1  made   its  introduction   necessary.      The 
i  Public  Health   Act  of   1875  enabled   a 
'  local     authority     to  *  provide     isolation 
;  hospitals  and   to   join   with  other   local 
I  authorities  in  providing  a  central  hospital 
j  for   surrounding  districts,    but,  unfortu- 
|  nately,    no    dou'it    owing    to    the    fact 
i  that  the  Act  of  1875  was  entirely  per- 
\  missive,  isolation  hospital  accommodation 
has  not  been  provided  to  anything  like 
i  the  extent  which  is  now  thought  necessary. 
i  To    remedy    this   state    of    affairs,    the 
|  Isolation  Hospitals  Act  of  1893  was  intro- 
j  duced,  and  passed.     That  Act  does  not 
i  apply  to  Scotland  or  Ireland,  nor  does  it 
|  apply  to  the  county  of  London  or  to  the 
1  county    boroughs.      Amongst  other  pro- 
!  visions,  it  empowers  county  councils  to 
!  cause  to  be  provided  isolation  hospitals 
j  within  their  administrative  area,  and  to 
i  group   together  suitable   districts  to  be 
]  served  by   one  hospital.      It  also  enables 
'  county  councils,  out  of  the  county  rate,  te 
grant  annual  sums  of  money  towards  the 
maintenance  of  these  hospitals.    Now,  my 
Lords,  it  was  assumed  until  quite  recently 
that  where  an  efficient  hospital  had  been 
established  under  the  1875  Act,  the  loca. 
authority  could,  with  the  assent  of  the 
Local  Government    Board,    transfer  that 
hospital   to   the   county   council;  and  it 
was  also  assumed  that  the  county  council 
would    have    power,    under    the    1893 
Act,  where  it  thought  desirable,  to  grant  a 
subsid  v  to  these  hospitals  out  of  the  county 
rate,  ft  was  only  last  year  that  the  Local 
Government   Board  decided  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  act  in  either  of  these  two 
cases — that  is  to  say,  there  were  no  pro- 
visions in  the  Act  of  1893  which  would 
enable  these   things   to   be   done.      The 
result  has  been  to  bring  about  an  absolute 
deadlock  in  many  parts   of  the  country. 
Where  the    county    council  has  made  a 
comprehensive     scheme    embracing    the 
whole  of  its  administrative  area  it  would 

A  2 


Isolation-  Hospitals 


{LORDS} 


I 


(Amendment)  Bill. 


be  grossly  unfair  to  put  the  Act  into 
operation ;  for  this  reason,  that  the  local 
authority  which  had  been  foremost  in 
providing  hospital  accommodation  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875  would  be 
doubly  penalised.  In  the  first  place,  they 
would  have  to  contribute  their  portion  of 
the  county  rate  towards  the  maintenance 
of  their  neighbours'  hospitals,  they  would 
not  be  allowed  to  take  any  share  of  that 
county  rate,  and,  in  addition,  they 
woula  have,  by  themselves,  to  keep  up 
their  own  local  hospital.  This  Bill  has 
been  introduced  to  try  and  remedy  that 
unfortunate  state  of  affairs.  I  will  explain 
very  briefly  the  provisions  of  the  Bill ;  it 
is  a  very  short  one,  consisting  of  only  ^ve 
clauses.  The  first  clause  is  the  title.  The 
second  gives  power  to  the  local  authority, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  to  transfer  any  hospital  they  may 
have  erected  under  the  1 875  Act  to  the 
county  council.  Clause  .3  provides  the 
manner  in  which  the  expenses  incurred 
by  that  transfer  are  to  be  met.  Clause  4 
gives  power  to  county  councils  to 
contribute,  by  a  capital  sum  or  by  an 
annual  contribution,  to  any  efficient  hospi- 
tals built  under  the  1875  Act.  Clause  5 
enables  county  councils  to  borrow 
money,  a  provision  which,  I  think, 
by  accident  was  not  included  in  the 
1893  Act.  Some  counties,  my  Lords, 
prefer  to  contribute  towards  the  capital 
charge  of  erecting  these  hospitals ; 
some,  on  the  other  hand,  would  pre- 
fer to  contribute  out  of  the  county 
rate  towards  their  maintenance.  This 
last  clause  gives  to  the  county 
councils  the  opportunity  of  borrowing 
if  they  so  desire.  The  Bill  which  I  am 
now  moving  is  exactly  the  same  as  the 
one  which  passed  through  your  Lordships' 
House  last  session.  It  is  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  is 
entirely  enabling.  There  is  no  compulsion 
at  all  about  it,  and  I  have  brought  it  in 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Councils  Associa- 
tion, which,  as  your  Lordships  know, 
represents  all  the  counties  in  England  and 
Wales.  We  had  hoped  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  have  seen  their 
way  to  take  up  this  measure  themselves. 
We  asked  them  last  autumn  if  they 
would  do  so,  and  received  the  following 
reply  from  the  Assistant  Secretary — 

"  I  am  directed  to  state  tliat  the  Hoard  have 
given  consideration  to  the  matter,  but  they 
are  not  themselves  prepared  to  introduce  a  Bill 
on  the  subject." 

TIw  Earl  of  LirhfiehL 


I  cannot  understand  why  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  not  seen  their 
way  to  take  up  this  matter.  I  think  they 
have  incurred  a  grave  responsibility  by 
not  doing  so.  I  have  explained  to  your 
Lordships  that  a  great  deal  more  hospital 
accommodation  is  required,  and  until  a 
Bill  such  as  is  now  before  you  is  passed 
into  law  it  will  be  impossible  in  many 
counties  to  go  any  further  with  the 
scheme  of  providing  isolation  hospitals. 
If  a  great  epidemic  were  to  break  out,  I 
think  the  Government  which  declines 
to  bring  in  a  measure  of  this  sort  would 
be  responsible  to  a  very  great  extent.  In 
my  county — Staffordshire — oidy  one-sixth 
of  the  hospital  accommodation  required  for 
the  population,  numbering  one  million, 
has  been  provided,  and  what  applies  to 
my  county  applies  to  other  counties  in 
England.  I  trust  that  the  Government 
will  look  into  this  matter,  and  that,  if 
unable  to  take  up  the  Bill  themselves,, 
they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist 
its  passage  through  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  your  Lordships  all  know 
how  extremely  difficult  it  is  for  a  private 
Member  to  get  a  Bill  through  that  House. 
My  noble  friend  Lord  Northbrook  had 
intended  to  be  present  this  evening,  but 
he  has  authorised  me  to  say  that  he 
thoroughly  supports  the  request  which  I 
have  just  made  to  the  Government.  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Lord  HARRIS:  My  Lords,  I  am 
afraid  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  deal  with 
that  part  of  my  noble  friend's  speech  in 
which  he  made  a  strong  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  take  up  this  Bill.  I 
suppose  the  Government  had  good  reasons 
last  year  for  not  taking  it  up  then.  Their 
refusal  was  probably  due  to  the  heavy 
pressure  of  work,  and  I  imagine  the  same 
reason  has  actuated  them  this  year  in  so- 
far  declining  to  take  up  the  Bill.  But  I 
will  take  care  that  the  strong  expression 
of  opinion  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
given  shall  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and,  if  possible,  that  his  wishes, 
shall  be  complied  with.  As  regards  the 
Bill  itself,  your  Lordships  passed  it,  in  its 
present  form,  last  year.  The  Memorandum. 
sets  forth  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  and, 
although  it  does  not  quite  set  out  the 
opinions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,. 
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•that  Board  has  no  objection  to  its  passage 
this  year. 

Viscount  KNUTSFORD :  My  Lords, 
I  should  like  to  express  my  hearty  con- 
currence with  what  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Earl  opposite,  and  I  trust  that  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  take  up 
this  Bill.  There  is  no  dispute  as  to  the 
advantages  which  will  accrue  from  the 
passing  of  it,  and  it  is  really  pitiful  that 
Bills  of  very  great  utility,  which  we  keep 
on  passing  through  this  House,  have  no 
chance  in  the  House  of  Commons.  If  the 
Government  cannot  see  their  way  to  take 
up  the  Bill  I  trust  they  will  strongly 
support  it,  and  facilitate  its  passing  into 
law. 

Bill  read  2'  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 


.SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-REJECTION 
OF  VOLUNTEERS  AFTER  PURCHASE 
4>F  EQUIPMENT. 

Earl  BROWNLOW :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  rejection 
of  Volunteers  for  service  in  South  Africa  by 
the  army  medical  officers  after  the  men  have 
got  their  clothing  and  equipment ;  and  to 
ask  whether  some  means  cannot  be  found 
to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint.  There 
has  been  some  correspondence  lately  in 
the  newspapers  upon  this  subject,  but 
this  correspondence  has  dealt  chiefly  with 
criticisms  of  the  cause  of  rejection.  This 
is  not  the  point  which  I  wish  to  bring 
before  the  House.  I  think  it  would  be 
foolish,  I  may  even  say  cruel,  to  send 
men  out  to  the  front  who  were  physically 
unfit  for  the  duties  which  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  perform,  and  I  cannot  see 
that  the  War  Office  would  be  justified  in 
trusting  anjfone  else  with  the  examination 
except  their  own  medical  officers.  I  do 
not  complain  of  the  rejection  of  Volunteers 
on  the  ground  of  physical  unfitness,  but  I 
complain  of  the  procedure.  The  pro- 
cedure is  this.  The  War  Office  have 
called  upon  Volunteer  battalions  to  pro- 
vide a  company  to  join  the  territorial 
battalion  in  South  Africa.  With  the 
greatest  patriotism  and  ardour,  in  most 
.cases  a  very  much  larger  number  of  men 
than  were  required  have  come   forward 


and  volunteered  for  service.  They  are 
weeded  out  by  the  commanding  officer, 
who  makes  a  selection  of  picked  men  from 
their  number.  Then  the  commanding 
officer  and  adjutant  work  their  very 
hardest  to  get  these  men  properly,  and 
efficiently  equipped  for  the  front. 
When  they  are  thoroughly  equipped  the 
next  thing  to  follow  is  the  attestation, 
but  just  before  the  attestation,  when  the 
men  have  probably  arrived  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  regimental  district,  the 
army  medical  officer  steps  in  and 
rejects  a  certain  number  of  them. 
What  is  the  result  1  These  unfortunate 
men  who  are  rejected  crawl  home  to 
their  native  towns  under  a  deep  sense  of 
humiliation  and  disgust.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  they  have,  within  the 
previous  few  days,  probably  thrown  up 
situations  in  which  they  were  employed, 
and  made  arrangements  for  their  busi- 
nesses to  be  carried  on  during  their 
absence ;  they  have  taken  a  final  leave 
of  their  friends  and  families  ;  they  have 
probably  had  a  good  "  send  off,"  as  it  is 
called,  from  their  native  place  ;  they  have 
left  the  station  amidst  the  cheering  of  the 
whole  population  and  the  handshaking  of 
their  friends,  with  the  band  playing 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne "  on  the  platform. 
But  in  a  few  days  some  of  these  unfor- 
tunate men  return  home  feeling  that  they 
are  marked  men — rejected  Volunteers.  Is 
this  wise  or  necessary  ?  I  cannot  see  why 
these  poor  men  should  be  subjected  to 
such  humiliation,  or  why  the  War  Office 
should  bring  down  on  itself  so  much  cen- 
sure and  dissatisfaction.  Though  the 
cause  may  be  slight,  the  evil  is  very  far 
reaching,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the 
whole  matter  might  be  settled  simply  by 
a  stroke  of  the  pen.  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  first  thing  that  should  be 
done  after  the  men  have  been  selected  is 
that  they  should  be  medically  examined 
by  the  army  doctor,  and  after  that  the 
attestation  might  follow  immediately,  and 
the  men  should  then  be  given  leave  and 
allowed  to  remain  in  their  homes  until 
their  clothing  and  equipment  are  ready. 
There  is  another  very  simple  plan — 
namely,  to  carry  out  the  medical  exami- 
nation, let  the  men  go  home,  get  their 
clothing  and  equipment,  and  then  let  them 
be  attested  when  they  are  ready.  I  per- 
fectly understand  that  in  the  Army  it  is 
desirable  to  examine  a  man  and  attest 
him  immediately  ;  but  Volunteers  are  not 
men  who  will  give  you  the  slip  between 
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taking  the  shilling  and   the  attestation. 
They  are  only  too  anxious  to  get  to  the 
front,  and  therefore  they  might  with  perfect 
safety  be  allowed  to  remain  in  their  homes 
l>etween  the  medical  examination  and  the 
attestations.     I  venture  to  make  these  two  . 
suggestions,  but  it  is  possible  some  third 
course   may  suggest   itself  to  the  noble  ! 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  • 
I  sincerely  trust  that  some  means  may  be  \ 
found  to  remedy  what  I  consider  a  very 
real  and  reasonable  grievance. 

♦The   SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  noble  friend  called  my  attention  to 
this  matter  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  at  once  , 
made  inquiries  into  the  procedure  which 
has  been  followed.     I  agree  with  him  that  , 
the  procedure  can  be    improved    in  the 
direction  which  he  suggests.     Up  to  the 
present  these  men  have  been  attested  and  ' 
medically   inspected  simultaneously,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  reason  for  the 
course  adopted  was  that  it  is  the  course 
which  is  followed  in  the  case  of  recruits 
of  the  Line.     But  the  case  of  the  Volun- 
teers is  not  the  same  as  that  of  a  Line 
recruit,  and  I  think  some  attempt  should 
be  made  to  remedy  what  appears  to  my 
noble  friend  and  me  to  be  a  grievance.  \ 
1  propose,  therefore,  that  for  the  future 
the  procedure    shall  be    that    which    is  \ 
described  in  a  regulation  which  we  have  I 
already  drafted  to  meet  the  case — 

44  When  a    Volunteer    commanding    officer  j 
receive*  an  application  from  any  Volunteer  he 
will  at  once  nave  him   medically    inspected.  ; 
When  he  has  received  sufficient  applications  j 
/rom  Volunteers,  who  have  been  passed  medi-  j 
callv  tit,  to  form  not  less  than  a  section,  he  will  : 
so  inform   the  officer  commanding  the  regi- 
mental depot  to  which  his  battalion  is  affiliated,  ' 
who  will  then,  if  they  are  to  form  part  of  the 
Service  Company,  have  them  attested.  Medical  | 
inspections  may  l>e  carried  out  by  any  medical 
officer  holding  a  commission  in  any  portion  of  : 
Her  Majesty's  service."  ' 

I  think  that  change  in  the  regulations 
will  put  an  end  to  the  hardship  which 
has  arisen.  I  am  afraid  it  is  the  case  that  ' 
most  of  these  Volunteer  companies  have 
already  been  formed  and  have  joined 
their  line  battalions  ;  but,  of  course,  it  is 
conceivable  that  a  similar  case  may  arise 
hereafter,  and  we  shall  therefore  make 
the  change  in  the  regulations  which  I 
have  indicated  to  your  Lordships. 


grievance  which  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
has  placed  before  the  House  will  be 
remedied,  as  I  had  no  doubt  it  would  bo 
when  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  what  has 
happened  in  regard  to  the  medical  in- 
spection of  the  Volunteers  seems  to  give  the 
public  outside  a  very  poor  idea  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  administration  at  the  War 
Office  is  carried  on.  There  must  be  some 
one  at  the  War  Office,  I  suppose,  capable 
of  exercising  some  small  portion  of 
common  sense,  and  of  preventing  the 
putting  into  force  of  a  regulation  which 
is  obviously  inapplicable,  vexatious,  and 
absurd.  I  only  trust  this  is  not  an 
example  of  what  occurs  in  larger  matters, 
but  these  small  matters  certainly  do  give 
the  impression  to  the  public  that  there 
is  something  materially  wrong  in  the 
administration  of  the  War  Office. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE :  I 
think  the  noble  Lord  is  perhaps  a  little 
hard  on  the  War  Office.  Those  arrange- 
ments under  which  companies  of  selected 
Volunteers  have  been  allowed  to  join  their 
Line  battalions  were  introduced,  I  will 
not  say  hurriedly,  but  at  very  short  notice. 
The  office  was  working  under  great  pres- 
sure, and  I  think  this  slip,  if  it  was  a  slip, 
was  a  venial  one  under  the  circumstances. 

Earl  BROWNLOW :  I  am  extremely 
glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Marquess  that 
there  is  to  be  a  change  in  the  regulations. 
Although  he  said  that  most  of  the  Volun- 
teer companies  had  been  already  formed, 
I  will  remind  him  that  commanding 
officers  have  been  called  upon  to  prepare 
reserve  companies,  if  required  ;  so  very 
likely  the  case  will  come  up  again. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— PROPERTY  OF 
I  COMBATANT  BOERS  — i OPERATIONS 
1      IN    NATIVE   DISTRICTS. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  The 
noble  Earl  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
,  for  the  Colonies    has  asked   rae  to  post- 
pone the  following  question  standing  in 
my  name — namely  : 

,      '•  To  ask  Her  Majesty's  Govern  merit  whether 

,  the  cattle  and  other  property  of  combatant 
Boers  are  to  be  exempted  from  seizure,  and,  if 

'  so,  for  what  reason  ;  also,  to  ask  whether  the 
Zulus  and  other  natives  whose  country  may  be 
invaded  by  the  Boers  are  prohibited  from 
defending  themselves  from  invasion,  and,  if  so* 

'  for  what  reason." 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:    It    is, 
of  course,   satisfactory  to  hear  that  this  !  I  have  agreed  to  do  so. 

Earl  Brownlou'. 
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SOUTH        AFRICAN       WAR— CONTEM- 
PLATED   MILITARY    MEASURES. 

♦The    Earl    of    DUNRAVEN:     Mv 
Lords,    I    think    your    Lordships     will 
admit  that  it  was  impossible  to  adequately 
discuss    the    complicated     and    interest- 
ing   statement  -  of    the    noble    Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  the 
occasion  on  which  it  was  delivered.     The 
statement    was  far    too    important    and 
touched  upon  issues  far  too  grave  to  be 
discussed  without  time  for  adequate  and 
minute  consideration.     At  the  same  time  , 
it  was  a  statement  which  I  felt  sure  your 
Lordships  would  wish  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  of    discussing,    and    I    therefore 
placed  the  notice  standing  in  my  name — 
"  To    call    attention    to    the    statement 
of  the  Secretary  of  State   for    War " —  ! 
on    the   Paper   for  the   first   favourable , 
opportunity  that  occurred.     I  cannot  say 
that  the  feeling  of  disappointment  which 
gradually  came  over  me  in  listening  to  | 
the    statement  of  my  noble  friend  has  i 
been  minimised  or  diminished  by  a  close 
scrutiny  of  his  speech.     The  proposals  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not  appear 
to  me  to  have  been  conceived  with  a  view 
to  possible  eventualities — very  remote,  but  > 
still  possible — which  I  think  ought  to  have  \ 
l>een  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the  " 
steps  that  were  necessary  to  place    the 
nation  in  the  most  capable  state  both  for 
offence  and  defence.     I  doubt  verv  much 
whether  the  proposals  of  Her  Afajesty's 
Government  will  be  sufficient  even    for 
the  requirements  of  the  war  in  which  we 
are   at  present  engaged,  supposing  it  is 
not  complicated  by  any  untoward  event. 
I  do  not  see  in  these  proposals  any  indi- 
cation that  steps  of  a  permanent  nature  \ 
will  be  taken  to  adapt  our  Army  to  the 
now  proved  requirements  of  modern  war, 
or  to  adequately  develop  the  undeveloped  i 
strength  and  resources  of  the  country,  or 
to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  reconstruct-  [ 
ing  and  improving  the  machinery  of  the  J 
\\  ar  Office.     It  is  a   curious  thing,  and 
what  my  noble  friend    called  the  other  ! 
night  the  "irony  of  fate,"  that  this  nation — 
we  who  are,  or,  at  any  rate,  think  we  are, 
a  great  maritine  Power,  but  who  are  not, 
and    do    not    pretend    to    be,    a    great . 
military   Power— that    it    should     have  ! 
fallen   upon    us   to  be   an   object  lesson 
of  the  vast  change  that  has  come  over  war 
owing  to  the  great  development  in  pro-  ; 
jectiles  and  artillery  and  small  arms  of 
late  years.     I  do  not  think  it  would  be  an  • 
exaggeration  to  say,  that  with  the  adoption 
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of  smokeless  powder,  the  great  improvement 
in  guns,  the  enormous  range  to  which  they 
attain  now.  the  accuracy  of  rifle  fire,  and 
the  other  improvements  in  modern  war, 
a  greater  change  has  taken  place  during 
the  quarter  of  a  century  since  the  last 
great  war  than  has  occurred  during  the 
preceding  four  or  five  centuries.  I 
doubt  if  it  is  an  exaggeration  to  say  that 
the  change  from  the  use  of  bows  and 
arrows  to  the  use  of  powder  did  not 
inaugurate  a  greater  revolution  in  strategy 
tactics  and  the  constitution  of  armies  than 
that  which  the  change  in  modern  guns 
and  other  implements  of  war  has  produced 
and  is  producing  the  result  of  the  bitter 
experience  which  we  are  now  undergoing 
must  be  to  largely  recast  the  Army  in  a 
new  mould,  to  call  much  more  attention  to 
accuracy  of  shooting,  and  less  attention  to 
the  power  of  manoeuvring  accurately  in 
large  bodies,  and  to  largely  increase  that 
hybrid  force  we  call  mounted  infantry. 
I  see  very  little  indication  in  the  proposals 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
great  lessons  which  the  war  has  taught 
us  are  grasped  or  realised.  Speaking 
broadly,  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
appear  to  me  to  come  to  little  more  than 
this — they  hope,  but  are  not  at  all  sure, 
that  they  may  bring  the  Militia  and  the 
Volunteers  up  to  their  proper  establish- 
ment strength  ;  they  are  trying  to  induce 
old  soldiers,  men  who  have  passed  out  of 
the  reserves,  to  enlist  for  a  year  -a  good 
and  useful  idea  ;  they  are  doing  a  very 
valuable  service  in  rearming  the  \  olunteer 
artillery ;  they  are  creating  a  number  of 
new  batteries,  and  they  propose  to  add 
twelve  battalions  to  the  infantry  of  the 
Line  and  some  cavalry  regiments,  about 
which  I  have  a  word  to  say.  As  to  any 
necessary  changes  which  might  be  made  in 
the  organisation  of  the  War  Office  nothing 
whatever  is  said.  I  can  understand  that, 
and  do  not  press  the  point,  for  I  agree 
with  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  embark  upon  great 
organic  changes  in  a  period  of  great 
emergency  such  as  that  which  we  are  now 
passing  through.  I  should  like  to  say, 
in  speaking  of  the  War  Office,  that,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  War  Office,  in  send- 
ing out  such  a  large  number  of  troops 
and  vast  accumulation  of  stores  across 
6,000  miles  of  ocean,  have  performed  a 
great  feat,  and  have  performed  it  in  a 
manner  far  superior  to  that  which  their 
critics  generally  supposed   was  possible. 
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At  the  same  time,  I  think  that  many 
defects  have  been  proved  to  exist  by  the 
trial  through  which  we  are  passing,  defects 
which  have  over  and  over  again,  year 
after  year,  been  pointed  out,  alas  ! 
without  any  effect.  I  quite  agree 
that  it  would  be  worse  than  idle  to 
expect  any  changes  to  be  inaugurated  or 
announced  now,  but  I  venture  to  express 
the  hope  that,  when  this  war  is  over,  a 
serious  reconstruction  of  the  Department 
may  be  taken  in  hand,  and  that  the 
War  Office  may  not  be  allowed  to 
relapse  into  its  normal  condition 
of  lethargic  self-content.  What  is  it 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  pro- 
poses with  regard  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war?  We  are  told  that  50,000 
additional  troops  are  under  orders  for 
the  seat  of  war  and  that  when  they  arrive 
the  total  number  of  troops  in  South 
Africa  will  be  200,000  men.  This  is  a 
very  large  force,  but  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  figures  of  the  noble  Marquess. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  informed 
the  House  that  in  October  28,000  men 
were  sent  out,  in  November  26,000,  in 
December  24,000,  and  in  January  25,000, 
making  a  total  of  103,000  men.  He 
stated  also  that  there  were  23,000  men  in 
South  Africa  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  which  would  bring  the  total 
number  up  to  126,000.  If  you  add  the  I 
50,000  which  are  under  orders  or  on  their 
way  to  South  Africa  it  will  bring  the  | 
total  up  to  176,000.  That  leaves  a  bal- 1 
ance  of  24,000  men.  I  suppose  the 
balance  consists  of  the  colonial  contingent 
and  troops  raised  in  South  Africa,  but 
perhaps  the  noble  Marquess  will  give  me 
some  further  information  as  to  these 
figures.  I  do  not  want  to  naggle  about 
figures  in  any  way,  but  when  we 
consider  the  forces  that  the  Queen 
has  to  prosecute  the  war  and  the 
forces  we  have  for  defensive  purposes 
at  home,  it  is  well  that  we  should  exactly 
understand  the  figures  placed  before  us. 
I  should  like  to  know  how  many  of  the 
200,000  men  are  to  be  considered  effective. 
Have  we  to  deduct  the  men  invalided, 
killed  and  wounded,  and  prisoners  ?  Is 
the  ordinary  waste  and  wear  of  war, 
amounting,  I  suppose,  in  this  case,  to 
10,000  men  or  more,  to  be  deducted  from 
200,000  '!  I  am  curious  to  know  what 
proportion  of  the  effective  men  we  may 
reasonably  consider  can  be  put  into  the 
fighting  line.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
should  be  overstating  it,  or  understating 
The  Earl  of  Dunraven. 
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it,  if  I  suggested  that  with  such  enor- 
mously long  lines  of  communication  we 
cannot  calculate  upon  putting  into  the 
fighting  line  more  than  half  of  the  effec- 
tive force.  I  should  like  to  receive  any 
information  on  that  point.  I  cannot 
persuade  myself  that  a  reinforcement  of 
50,000  men  is  sufficient.  I  sincerely 
trust  it  may  be  sufficient ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  up  to  the  present  in  no  single 
instance  have  our  generals  been  provided 
with  forces  sufficient  for  the  operations 
they  had  to  undertake.  I  do  not  think 
anyone  would  say  that  if  General  Buller's 
forces  had  been  doubled,  and  doubled 
again,  he  would  have  had  one  man  too 
many  for  the  very  arduous  task  he  is 
endeavouring  to  perform.  I  should  have 
liked  to  have  heard  that  at  least  100,000 
additional  men  were  to  be  sent  out  to 
South  Africa.  One  hundred  thousand 
men  sent  together  would  be  infinitely 
more  effective  than  50,000  men  sent  now 
and  another  50,000  in  two  or  three 
months  time.  Again,  the  noble  Marquess 
toll  us  that  7,700  drafts  had  been  sent 
out.  That  is  entirely  satisfactory,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  these  7,700 
drafts  are  included  in  the  total  of  200,000. 
I  will  turn,  if  you  will  allow  me,  to  what 
my  noble  friend  very  aptly  designated 
the  consideration  of  our  military  assets  at 
home.  Our  available  assets  at  home  are 
put  down  at  98,000  Regulars,  12,000 
Reservists,  77,000  Militia,  7,000  Yeo- 
manry, and  215,000  Volunteers,  making 
a  grand  total  of  409,000 — to  use  my 
noble  friend's  words,  "  armed  men  serving 
in  this  country."  I  look  upon  this  as  a 
most  gratifying  announcement,  provided 
that  the  409,000  men  can  be  really 
correctly  designated  armed  men  serving 
in  this  country.  As  to  the  98,000 
Regulars,  would  it  be  an  indiscreet 
question  if  I  were  to  ask  where  they  are 
and  exactly  what  they  consist  of  ?  We 
know  that  they  include  men  who  have 
been  left  behind  by  the  battalions  which 
have  gone  to  the  seat  of  war  because  they 
were  unfit  for  service  abroad.  But  I 
should  like  to  know  how  many  of 
these  men  or  boys  who  were  unfit  for 
service  abroad  and  were  left  at  home  are 
included  among  the  98,000  Regulars 
described  as  armed  men  serving  in  this 
country.  I  should  also  like  to  know,  if 
the  information  can  he  given  me,  how 
many  of  ail  branches — cavalry,  artillery, 
and  infantry — could  be  paraded  on  any 
definite  day,   say   next  week,   of  these 
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98,000  men,  the  infantry  fully  and 
properly  equipped,  the  cavalry  with  their 
men  and  horses,  the  artillery  with  their 
men,  horses,  and  guns,  and  provided  with 
transport.  If  we  had  information  of  that 
kind  we  should  have  something  reliable 
to  go  upon,  and  should  know  how  far  the 
98,000  Regulars  remaining  in  this  country 
are  a  valuable  and  realisable  asset,  and 
not  a  mere  asset  on  paper.  There  appears 
to  be,  I  do  not  say  there  is,  a  good  deal  of 
duplication.  Twelve  new  battalions  are 
to  be  permanently  added  to  the  Army. 
How  are  they  to  be  created  ?  Partly  out 
of  men  left  behind  by  l)attalions  who  have 
gone  to  the  front,  and  partly  by  Reservists. 
It  appears  to  be  obvious  that,  so  far  as 
they  are  composed  of  men  left  behind 
belonging  to  other  regiments  and  Reser- 
vists, they  are  not  new  battalions.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  new  cavalry 
regiments  and  to  the  new  batteries  of 
artillery.  The  cavalry  are  to  consist  in 
the  first  place  of  the  leavings  of  cavalry 
regiments  at  the  seat  of  war  and  of 
Reservists ;  the  batteries  are  to  be  created 
from  a  nucleus  taken  from  existing 
batteries,  from  men  left  behind  as  unfit  for 
service  by  batteries  in  South  Africa,  and 
of  Reservists.  It  is  obvious  that,  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  are  composed  of 
a  nucleus  and  of  Reservists  and  of  men 
left  behind,  these  regiments,  battalions 
and  batteries  are  not  new  ones.  Men 
are  counted  twice  over.  It  is  like  taking 
five  shillings  out  of  one  pocket,  transfer- 
ring them  to  another  pocket,  and  claiming 
an  asset  of  ten  shillings,  a  process 
of  doubtful  probity  in  finance. 
The  same  duplication  may  occur  with 
recruiting.  Your  Lordships  were 
pleased  to  hear  that  recruiting  was 
very  brisk.  It  would  almost  be  an  insult 
to  compliment  the  nation  on  that  fact, 
because  the  nation  has  only  shown  its 
natural  spirit.  But  I  should  be  glad  to 
hear  from  the  noble  Marquess  that  in  the 
number  of  recruits  which  he  gave  no 
duplication  has  occurred.  As  your  Lord- 
ships  know  very  well,  men  recruit  into 
the  Line  direct  and  into  the  Militia 
direct,  and  they  recruit  out  of  the  Militia 
into  the  Line.  Unless  the  greatest  care 
is  taken  in  compiling  the  figures,  men  are 
likely  to  be  counted  twice,  first  on  enlisting 
in  the  Militia,  and  secondly  on  passing 
from  the  Militia  to  the  Line.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  duplication  has 
occurred,  but  it  appears,  on  the  face  of 
the   statement  of    the   noble  Marquess, 


that  it  is  exceedingly  likely  to 
have  occurred.  When  the  nation  is 
asked  to  consider  the  national  balance- 
sheet,  the  statement  put  before  it  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  ought  to  be  of  such  a 
character  that  it  would  be  passed  by  an 
accountant,  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  no 
chartered  accountant  in  the  world  would 
pass  the  statement  of  my  noble  friend  as 
reliable  with  regard  to  the  available 
realisable  military  assets  of  the  country. 
The  estimate  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  as  to  the 
requirements  for  national  defence  was 
based  upon  Mr.  Stanhope's  Minute  which 
laid  it  down  that  there  should  be  a  mobile 
army  of  130,000  men,  but  that  was  after 
providing  for  the  defence  of  India  and  the 
Colonies.  Now,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  we 
have  drawn  some  7,000  men  from  India, 
and  we  have  drawn  very  largely  from  our 
garrisons  in  the  Colonies,  so  that  the 
prosposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
tor  providing  for  home  defence  is 
incomplete,  judged  by  the  standard  of 
Mr.  Stanhope's  Minute,  and  must  remain 
incomplete  unless  some  provision  is  made  to 
restore  the  military  establishment  in  India 
and  replace  the  troops  which  have  been 
taken  from  the  garrisons.  I  will  now 
turn  for  one  moment  to  the  Militia.  The 
Militia  is  30,000  short  of  its  establishment. 
That  is  not  a  very  pleasant  state  of  things 
to  contemplate.  My  noble  triend  said  he 
hoped,  by  offering  various  inducements, 
to  bring  up  that  force  to  its  full  establish- 
ment. I  have  not  a  single  word  to  say 
against  any  of  these  inducements,  but,  as 
the  noble  Marquess  admitted,  whether 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  will 
bring  the  force  up  to  its  full  strength 
or  not  can  only  be  conjectured.  It  is  not 
altogether  pleasing  to  reflect  that  the 
safety  of  our  homes  may  depend  upon  the 
realisation  of  a  mere  conjecture.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  what  a  better  position  we 
should  be  in  now  if  the  Bill  which  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
brought  in  a  year  ago  had  passed  through 
Parliament.  I  am  not  going  to  say  any- 
thing on  the  subject  of  the  ballot  or  com- 
pulsion of  any  kind.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  decided  against  the 
application  of  compulsion  in  any  degree. 
Well,  that  may  be  perfectly  wise.  I  am 
not  going  to  anticipate  what  will  be  said 
on  the  subject  on  Tuesday  next,  further 
than  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned,  I  greatly  dislike  the  idea  of 
conscription,  resort  to  the  ballot,  or  com- 
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pulsion.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
l>ound  to  confess  that  if  I  try  to  analyse 
the  causes  of  my  dislike  I  think  they  are 
due  rather  to  prejudice  to  the  term  than 
to  any  sound  argument  that  can  be  raised 
against  the  general  principle  that,  to  a 
limited  extent  at  any  rate,  every  citizen 
is  bound  to  act  for  the  protection  of  the 
country.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
steps  the  noble  Marquess  intends  to 
adopt  if  these  conjectures  are  not  fulfilled. 
How  long  are  we  to  wait  to  see  whether 
the  Militia  fills  itself  up  to  its  proper 
establishment,  and,  if  it  does  not,  what 
steps  will  be  taken  ]  As  ti  the  Yeomanry, 
they  are  to  be  asked  to  devote  one  month 
to  training.  That  is  not  to  be  compul- 
sory, I  believe,  but  they  are  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  coming  out  for  a  month's 
training.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
possible  for  the  Yeomanry,  as  at  present 
constituted,  to  devote  a  continuous  month 
to  training.  In  the  same  way  the 
Volunteers  are  to  be  asked  to  give  one 
month  to  training,  and  the  Volunteer 
artillery  three  months.  I  have  not  the 
faintest  doubt  that  both  the  artillery  and 
infantry  Volunteers  will  be  perfectly 
willing  to  give  up  a  month,  or  even  three 
months,  if  it  is  possible ;  but,  however 
willing  they  may  be,  it  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so.  A  great 
number  of  our  Volunteers,  both  artillery 
and  infantry,  are  artisans  and  men  of 
that  class.  To  lose  the  services  of  many 
of  his  hands  for  such  long  periods  would 
ruin  employers.  They  could  not  carry  on 
their  business.  I  know  a  case,  by  no 
means  exceptional,  what  may  be  termed  a 
small  manufacturer,  one  half  of  whose 
men  are  Volunteers.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  spare  the  men  for  a  month 
and  some  of  them  for  three  months.  The 
men  themselves,  with  families  dependent 
upon  them,  could  not  possibly  afford  it, 
and  their  withdrawal  in  any  case  would 
dislocate  the  trade  of  the  country.  I  feel 
perfectly  certain  that  it  would  be  less  incon- 
venient if  the  training  was  compulsory, 
because  the  trade  of  the  country  would 
then  gradually  accommodate  itself  to  the 
new  conditions.  The  proposal  of  the 
Government  is  impracticable,  and  if 
carried  out  would  destroy  the  Volunteer 
force.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
provide  more  accommodation  in  the 
direction  of  rifle  ranges.  I  do  not  at  all 
agree  with  what  fell  from  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  Lord  Tweedmouth,  on  that 
point.  I  do  agree  with  him  that  you  can 
Tlie  Emi  of  Dunraven. 
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partially  train  a  man  at  a  short  range. 
You  can  teach  him  to  aim  and  to  acquire 
that  co-ordination  of  brain,  nerve,  and 
muscle  which  enables  him  to  pull  the 
trigger  without  jerking  his  gun,  but  to 
make  a  skilful  rifle  shot  who  is  to  be 
really  valuable  in  modern  warfare  a  long 
range  is  necessary.  I  do  not  agree  with 
Lord  Tweedmouth  that  the  most  effective 
rifle  firing  during  the  present  war  has 
been  at  snort  range.  I  gather  entirely 
the  opposite  from  the  correspondence 
which  I  have  read,  which  shows 
that  the  lesson  of  the  war  is  the 
great  effectiveness  of  long  distance 
rifle  fire.  Is  not  the  difficulty  of  effective 
scouting  which  we  have  experienced 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  Boers  fire 
at  such  long  distances  that  it  is  impossible 
for  a  scouting  party  to  get  near  enough 
to  obtain  accurate  information  ?  What 
ought  to  be  done  is  to  provide  short 
ranges  wherever  they  can  be  used,  and 
then  when  the  men  have  acquired  as  much 
proficiency  as  can  be  obtained  at  short 
ranges  they  could  be  sent,  not  at  their 
own  expense,  and  with  as  little  discomfort 
as  possible,  to  go  through  a  course  of 
training  at  a  long  range.  I  was  delighted 
with  the  statement,  which  I  regard  as  the 
most  hopeful  in  the  whole  of  the  Govern- 
ment's proposals,  that  we  are  to  have  a 
numl>er  of  new  batteries  of  field  and  horse 
artillery,  and  that  the  Volunteer  artillery 
are  to  be  rearmed  with  modern  guns.  I 
ventured  the  other  day  to  say,  Why  not 
give  the  Militia  artillery  more  modern 
weapons  ?  and  was  told  that  the  Militia 
artillery  were  garrison  artillery.  That 
is  so ;  but  is  there  any  particular  reason 
why  they  should  always  remain  garrison 
artillery  1  Is  there  any  reason,  except  the 
tangles  of  red  tape,  why  the  Militia  should 
not  contribute  a  certain  number  of  field 
batteries  to  the  mobile  anny  1  Even  with 
the  addition  of  these  new  batteries  the 
Army  will  not  be  so  over  strong  with  artil- 
that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  use  the 
trained  gunners  now  existing  in  the 
Militia.  I  hope  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  will  consider 
the  advantage  of  allowing  them  a  certain 
portion  of  field  batteries.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  the  armament  of  these  new 
batteries  is  to  be.  I  think  my  noble 
friend  said  that  it  would  consist  of  15- 
pounders  and  the  47in.  semi-mobile  gun. 
It  was  stated  in  another  place,  by  the 
Undersecretary  of  State  for  War,  that 
the  rate  of  fire  of  the  semi-mobile  gun 
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was  nearly  five  per  minute.     These  guns 
are  not  what  are  commonly  called  quick- 
firing  guns,   but    they    ar?,   I    suppose, 
fitted  with    an   attuhment   which  mini- 
mises  or  prevents  recoil,    and  therefore 
can    be    rapidly    loaded    and    fired.       I 
should  greatly   like  to  know,  if  it  is  a 
question  upon  which  I  can  receive  infor- 
mation, what  is  the  normal  rate  of  fire    o 
the  semi-mobile  4.7  in.  guns  as  set  out  | 
in  the  service   instructions    issued  when  | 
this  type  of  gun  was  adopted.     I  should 
like  to  know  also  whether  any  steps  are 
to   be  taken  to  provide  the  Army  with 
guns  of  heavier  calibre,  but  capable  of 
being  used  in  the  field  for  defence.     Is  it 
not  true  that  in  South  Africa  the  Army 
has  had   to   filch   from  the   Navy   guns 
capable  of  competing  against  those  used 
by   the   Boers  ?     Are   any    steps    being 
taken  to  supply  this  deficiency    in   the 
Army  ]     There  is  no  question  about  it 
that  the  Boers,  in  a  most  difficult  country, 
do  manage  to  move  about  guns  of  a  size 
and  weight  which  I  presume  our  military 
authorities  thought  it  was  impossible   to 
move  in  the  field.  Our  military  authorities 
must  have  known  that  the  Boers  possessed 
these  guns,  but  did  not  anticipate  that 
they  could  be  used  except  in  fortifications. 
I  do  not  think  this   great   question    of 
artillery  has  received  sufficient  attention. 
Surely  there  can  l>e  no  question  that  the 
lesson  we  have  already  learned  through  , 
the  disasters  of  this  war  is  how  potent  a 
factor  in  future  wars  artillery  and  long  \ 
range  rifle  fire  must  be.    In  fact,  it  is  being 
brought     home    to     us — very     forcibly 
brought     home   to    us — that     inventive  I 
genius   and   mechanical  art    and  science  | 
will     be    almost   a    determining    factor 
in  wars  of  the  future.     Physical  courage, 
nerve,  and   endurance  will  always  have 
their  value,   because    they    are    at  the 
bed  rock  of  everything  ;  but,  to  a  degree 
that     has    never    obtained    before,    the 
victory  of  war  in  the  future  will  go  to  the 
side  that  makes  the  most  intelligent  use 
of  inventive  genius  and  of  mechanical  skill 
and   science.       I    believe    that    in    two  i 
respects  we  are  as  well  situated  as  any  • 
country  in  the  world.     I  do  not  think  any  | 
country  has  foundries  that  are  superior  to 
ours.     1  feel  confident  no  nation  can  turn 
out  more  efficient  skilled  workmen  than 
our  trained   gunners,  but   in  the  highly 
technical   manufacturing  skill   necessary 
for  the  most  beautifully  exact,  minute  por- 
tions which  constitute  the  excellence  of  a 
perfect  machine  of  destruction — one  of 


these  modern  guns — I  believe  this  country 
is  lamentably  behind.  The  very  highest 
inventive  genius  of  the  country  and  the 
very  highest  skill  of  a  mechanical  nature 
I  ought  to  be  at  the  disposition  of  the  Army. 
'  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  is,  and  I 
!  should  like  to  have  seen  some  indication 
!  that  efficient  steps  would  be  taken  to 
I  secure  for  our  Army  all  the  advantages 
[  which  the  highest  inventive  genius  and 
mechanical  art  can  provide.  I  do  not 
think  I  take  a  very  gloomy  view  of  the 
situation  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  take  a  sanguine 
view.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  proposals 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  made 
may  turn  out  to  be  quite  sufficient,  but  I 
greatly  doubt  it.  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
far  wiser  to  make  preparations  greatly  in 
excess  of  what  might  be  needed  than  to 
make  preparations  which  may  not  be 
quite  enough.  The  nation  and  the 
Empire  realise  the  issues  at  stake.  They 
know  that  with  the  present  struggle  the 
Empire  stands  or  falls,  and  with  it  the 
fulfilment  or  non-fulfilment  of  all  that 
the  Empire  holds  in  trust  for  humanity. 
Do  the  Government  realise  it  1  We 
may  hope,  we  may  suppose,  we  may 
expect,  but  we  have  no  right  to  act 
on  the  hope,  supposition,  or  expec- 
tation that  no  further  complications 
may  arise  which  may  render  infinitely 
more  difficult  the  difficult  task  we  have 
to  perform.  I  cannot  see  in  the  proposals 
put  forward — and  I  should  not  think  that 
I  was  doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  say  so 
— the  provision  of  what  seems  to  me 
adequate  means  to  meet  any  difficulties 
and  any  eventualities  which  may  possibly 
arise. 

*Lord  WENLOCK :  My  Lords,  I  will 
address  myself  to  one  point,  and  one 
point  only,  which  has  been  touched  upon 
by  the  noble  Earl,  because  I  consider  it  is 
one  of  the  most  important  that  should  be 
brought  forward  in  connection  with  the 
proposals  submitted  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  I  refer  to  the  question  of 
the  supply  of  large  guns  to  the  Army. 
When  we  first  became  aware  that  a  con- 
flict had  actually  broken  out  in  South 
Africa,  the  one  thing  that  impressed  itself 
most  upon  me  was  that  the  British  army 
in  South  Africa  did  not  possess  a  single 
gun  of  the  proper  calibre  to  meet  the 
guns  which  the  Boers  had  brought  against 
them.  We  had  to  fall  back  on  the  Navy,. 
and  we  all  know  how  well  the  Navy  has. 
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performed  its  work.  But  even  now  the 
army  in  the  field  have  to  rely  to  a  large 
extent  upon  the  support  which  is  given 
them  by  the  Naval  Brigade.  The  large 
howitzer  batteries  which  have  gone  out 
from  Woolwich  are  not  sufficiently 
numerous,  and  we  are  in  the  undignified 
position  of  being  forced   to   retire  from 


was  impressed  upon  both  of  us  in  our 
younger  days — Fas  est  ct  ah  twsie  doceri. 

Lord  NEWTON :  My  Lords,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  pro- 
found disappointment  at  what  I  consider 
the  inadequate  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  desire  in  particular  to  express 


positions  we  have  taken  up  because  the  |  my  disappointment    at   their    summary 


Boer  guns  are  superior  to  our  own  and 
have  rendered  untenable  positions  which 
we  otherwise  could  have  held.      I  think 


rejection  of  the  bare  possibility  of  adopt- 
ing the  principle  of  compulsory  enlistment 
for   the   purpose    of   home  defence.       I 


the  Government  might  have  told  us  more  j  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  the 
clearly  than  they  have  done  what  steps  ,  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
are  being  taken  to  remedy  this  state  of  \  for  War  has  admitted  that,  in  a  case  oi 
things.  I  presume  that  the  War  Office  j  grave  emergency,  such  a  thing  would 
were  advised  that  the  mobility  of  guns  |  possibly  prove  necessary,  and  I  think  it 
ceased  when  they  were  over  forty-two  j  must  strike  many  people  that  such  a  time 
cwt.  and  that  the  Boer  guns  could  not  be  :  of  emergency  has  already  arrived.  With 
moved,  and  should  not,  therefore,  be  j  practically  the  whole  of  our  professional 
taken  into  account.  If  they  were  not  so  j  Army  locked  up  in  South  Africa  in  an 
advised,  why  are  we  in  our  present  j  effort  to  subdue  the  forces  of  twe 
predicament  ?  The  Boers,  on  the  other  j  petty  Republics,  when  we  are  obligee: 
hand,  consulted  experts  who  told  them  !  to  draw  on  our  last  resources  in  ordei 
that  these  big  guns  could  be  mounted  j  to  supplement  their  numbers,  anc 
and  moved  and  have  shewn  them  how  to  j  when  it  is  apparent  to  everyone  that  ii 
do  it,  with  the  result  we  all  knew.  1  I  we  were  involved  in  difficulties  in  some 
hope  we  shall  have  some  assurance  from  i  other  part  of  the  world  it  would  lx 
the  Government  that  this  most  important !  impossible  to  despatch  an  adequately 
point  is  receiving  attention.  The  mobility  j  equipped  expedition,  I  say  a  period  o 
of  these  big  guns  is,  I  take  it,  a  revelation  \  great  national  emergency  has  arisen.  I 
to  many  people.  One  cannot  help  think-  !  is  apparent  that  some  serious  efibrt  shouh 
ing,  now  their  mobility  has  been  demon-  j  be  made.  Surely  it  would  be  possible  fo 
strated,  what  would  be  our  position  if  !  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  consul 
we  did  become  involved  with  other  ]  with  responsible  leaders  of  the  Oppositioi 
nations.  If  we  had  a  war  with  France  |  and  devise  a  rational  scheme  of  honi 
how  many  Creusot  guns  of  large  calibre  |  defence.  If  it  were  possible  to  effect  sue! 
should  we  find  opposed  to  us,  and  what  (  a  combination,  and  if  the  suggestion 
guns  of  equal  power  have  we  got  to  meet  t  made  by  this  combined  body  wer 
them  ?  Or  if  we  go  to  war  with  Germany  '  supported  by  the  best  military  opinion, 
how  many  large  Krupp  guns,  and  how  is  it  j  believe  the  country  would  be  ready,  i 
proposed  to  meet  them  ?  And  if  we  were  at  i  required,  to  face  the  burden  of  com 
war  with  Russia  what  combination  of  .  pulsory  service  for  national  defence. 
Creusot  and  Krupp  guns  with  large  guns  |  must  express  my  deep  regret  that  th 
of  Russian  manufacture  should  we  l>e  con-  I  Government  have  not  thought  fit  to  try  th 
fronted  with  ?  In  any  of  these  eventuali-  ;  experiment.  The  only  argument  I  hav 
ties  it  would  be  unwise  policy,  even  if  it  heard  advanced  against  compulsor 
were  possible,  to  indent  on  the  nearest  service  is  that  it  is  unpopular.  Naturall 
British  man-of-war,  to  strip  her  of  her  .•  it  would  not  be  popular ;  in  no  countr 
guns  and  hurry  them  to  the  front  in  order  j  is  it  popular.  Every  civilised  countr 
to  maintain  our  Army  in  the  positions  \  and  semi-barbarous  countries  like  Turke 
they  had  taken  up.  Unless  we  put  our-  ',  have  been  obliged  to  adopt  this  principle 
selves,  in  this  respect,  on  a  real,  sound,  !  and  to  say  that  we  are  so  superior  to  a 
and  proper  footing  we  shall  cease  to  be  .  foreign  nations  as  to  be  able  to  do  volui 
able  to  give  our  Army  that  efficient  sup- ',  tarily  what  they  are  only  able  to  effei 
port  which  it  ought  to  have.  I  therefore,  \  by  compulsion  is  surely  a  justificatic 
hope  that  her  Majesty's  Government  is  for  that  charge  of  national  arrogant 
fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  !  which  is  so  frequently  brought  against  i 
subject,  and  that  my  noble  friend  fully  '  by  our  critics.  The  noble  Marquess  at  t\ 
realises  the  spirit  of  the  old  saying,  which  j  head  of  the  Government,  in  a  speech  \ 
Lard  Wenlock. 


South  African 


{15  February  1900} 


War,  dr. 


26 


delivered  a  few  days  ago,  commented 
upon  one  peculiarity  of  the  British 
people,  namely,  that  they  insisted  upon 
eating  their  cake  and  having  it.  Can 
there  be  any  clearer  instance  of  that  than 
what  we  now  witness  1  At  present  the 
cry  of  everybody  is  for  expansion.  The 
Government,  whether  Conservative  or 
Radical,  is  being  constantly  invited  and 
encouraged  to  assume  further  liabilities 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  yet,  in  spite 
of  that,  when  a  common- sense  proposal  is 
made  that  before  anything  else  should  be 
done  our  national  defence  should  be 
established  on  a  firm  basis,  it  is  scouted 
as  foolish.  It  certainly  appears  to  me, 
although  I  may  be  singular  in  this 
respect,  that  if  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  carried  out  they  will 
constitute  a  great  act  of  injustice.  For 
this  reason.  Ever  since  the  inception 
of  the  Volunteer  movement  the  burden 
of  home  defence  has  been  undertaken 
'  by  a  very  minute  fraction  of  the  popula- 
tion— in  round  figures,  by  some  400,000 
men  out  of  a  population  of  40,000,000.  All 
these  years  the  burden  of  home  defence 
has  fallen  on  these  400,000  men,  and, 
according  to  the  Government  proposals, 
it  is  intended  to  perpetuate  this  injustice 
ad  infinitum.  }Vhy  are  the  rest  of  the 
thirty-eight  or  thirty-nine  millions  living 
in  this  country  to  be  relieved  of  their 
share  of  the  burden?  Why  are  those 
who  have  hitherto  given  their  time  and 
money  to  this  purpose  to  be  called  upon, 
not  merely  to  do  what  they  have  done  in 
the  past,  but  to  do  a  great  deal  more,  not 
to  double  the  services  they  have 
rendered,  but  to  quadruple  them  1  I  do 
not  claim  to  speak  for  more  than  one 
branch  of  the  Auxiliary  forces.  I  am 
connected  with  the  Yeomanry,  and,  so 
far  as  the  proposals  affect  the  Yeomanry, 
I  confess  that  I  look  upon  them  with 
great  alarm.  I  can  hardly  conceive 
that  the  invitation  which  is  to  be  addressed 
to  them  to  perform  four  times  the  work 
they  have  done  hitherto,  and  to  increase 
their  expenses  fourfold,  will  meet  with 
a  favourable  response.  I  confess  I 
take  an  extremely  despondent  view  of 
what  their  answer  is  likely  to  be. 
I  wish  to  reiterate  my  deep  disappoint- 
ment that  the  Government  have  missed 
a  magnificent  opportunity,  that  they  have 
not  risen  to  the  level  their  supporters 
and  many  of  their  opponents  expected  of 
them,  and  that;  instead  of  adopting  a 
l>old  and  permanent  plan,  which  would 


j  have  placed  the  country  on  a  safe  and  firm 
I  footing,  they  have  been  content  with  tem- 
|  porary  makeshifts,  which  can  do  little  or 
j  nothing  to  remedy  the  evils  which  are 
|  admitted  on  all  sides  to  exist. 

Lord  BLYTHSWOOD :  My  Lords,  I 
:  congratulate  the  noble  Marquess  the 
i  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  the  large 
|  force  which  he  has  been  able  to  place  in 
i  South  Africa.  I  do  not  think  many 
Members  in  this  House  would  have 
believed  that  we  could  have  done  it  in 
the  time.  I  wish  particularly  to  draw 
the  attention  of  your  Lordships  to  what 
we  have  got  to  face.  It  is  no  use  beating 
about  the  bush.  Wo  have  got  a  very 
hard  and  a  very  difficult  job  to  carry  out, 
and  if  we  succeed  in  it,  that  is  all  we  can 
do.  We  have  to  support  between  150,000 
and  160,000  men  at  the  Cape  ;  we  have 
to  keep  up  garrisons  in  Gibraltar,  Malta, 
Aden,  and  Egypt;  and  we  have  to 
replace  the  10,000  men  withdrawn  from 
India.  That  is  the  position,  and  I  cannot 
see  in  the  proposals  of  the  noble  Marquess 
that  any  provision  has  been  made  for 
meeting  it  satisfactorily.  We  are  told 
that  there  are  98,000  Regulars  in  this 
country,  but  in  reality  this  number  is. 
made  up  of  men  too  old  for  active  service 
and  of  others  too  young  to  be  of  any 
use.  Recruiting,  it  is  true,  is  very  brisk, 
but  I  see  the  standard  has  been  reduced 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  man  can  join 
the  colours  who  is  not  as  tall  as  his  own 
ritie.  How  can  we  place  these  boys 
against  grown  men  1  No  wonder  some 
of  them  are  taken  prisoners  and  are  now 
in  Pretoria.  We  must  look  this  matter 
in  the  face.  How  are  we  to  provide  the 
men  we  want,  men  of  certain  stature,  of 
physique,  and  of  a  certain  age — not  under 
twenty?  They  should  be  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty-five.  How 
are  we  to  provide  them  1  We  are  asked 
to  do  so  by  the  ordinary  means  of 
recruiting,  but  we  all  know  very  well  that 
that  cannot  do  it.  Is  there  no  other  way  ? 
Perhaps  by  a  patriotic  call  from  the 
highest  in  the  land  to  her  people  you 
might  bring  out  100,000  men.  I  think 
perhaps  you  might.  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  it  done.  I  cannot  say  that  I  am 
enamoured  of  compulsion  in  any  form  ; 
but  when  the  country  is  face  to  face  with 
a  crisis  which  may  be  its  utter  ruin,  I  do 
not  think  I  should  be  doing  my  duty  to 
my  Queen  and  country  if  I  did  not  say 
that  I  have  changed  my  mind  and  should. 
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vote  for  the  adoption  of  compulsory 
service.  I  honestly  do  not  think  the 
country  has  ever,  at  any  time,  been  in 
such  a  serious  condition  as  it  is  now.  Our 
colonies  have  come  forward  in  the  most 
magnificent  manner.  Why  ?  Because  to 
a  great  extent  they  knew  that  the  mother 
country  was  strong;  they  admired  her, 
and  they  knew  that  united  they  would 
be  able  to  stand,  but  they  find  that 
we  are  not  even  able  to  protect 
ourselves,  and  that  we  will  not 
ask  the  manhood  of  the  country  to 
come  forward  and  do  their  duty.  Unless 
the  men  of  the  country  show  their  readi- 
ness and  willingness  to  bear  their  share 
of  the  burden  of  defence,  the  colonies 
may  refuse  to  implicate  themselves  in 
the  quarrels  of  Great  Britain,  and  shut 
themselves  up  in  their  insular  magnificence. 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  other 
great  colonies,  of  which  we  are  so  proud, 
will,  in  their  own  self-interest,  leave  us, 
and  then  what  will  become  of  the  popu- 
lation in  these  islands  ?  Where  will  they 
get  the  trade  that  will  enable  them  to 
buy  the  food  which  has  to  come  in  con- 
tinually for  them  1  It  is  terrible  to 
contemplate  what  may  happen  ;  yet  all 
this  may  be  averted  if  you  ask  the 
country  to  come  forward  patriotically  and 
to  take,  what  every  other  nation  has  had  to 
take,  compulsory  military  service.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  anything  very  difficult 
in  it.  All  classes  of  men  must  be  treated 
alike  ;  there  must  be  no  exceptions.  At 
all  events,  the  class  which  usually  sits  in 
this  House  have  shown  that  they  are 
perfectly  willing  to  serve  their  country 
wherever  they  are  wanted,  and  it  is  in  the 
knowledge  of  all  of  us  that  many  Members 
of  this  House  have  already  gore  out  to 
South  Africa.  The  objection  to  com- 
pulsion will  not  come  from  them,  I  am 
sure,  and  if  their  example  is  given  I  am 
certain  that  the  workmen  of  the  country 
will  answer  to  the  call.  They  have 
always  been  led  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
country,  and  they  will  be  led  by  it  still. 
I  am  sure  that  your  appeal  to  them  will 
not  go  unanswered.  If  the  Government 
do  not  ask  the  country  to  help  themselves, 
and  give  them  the  means  of  doing  it,  in- 
stead of  pottering  on  with  these  permissive 
measures,  I  am  sure  some  serious  disasters 
will  come,  and  the  responsibility  will  rest 
on  those  who  have  shirked  their  duty. 

The    Earl    of    ROSEBERY:     My 
Lords,  I  will  not  interpose  very  long  in 
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this  debate,  but  I  think  it  is  not  well  that, 
on  such  a  subject  as  this  and  at  such  a 
time,  the  discussion  should  be  confined  to 
one  side  of  the  House.  The  benches  on 
this  side  do  not  indeed  supply  any  fertile 
material  for  the  continuance  of  the  dis- 
cussion, but  that  is,  perhaps,  all  the  more 
reason  why  anyone  who  is  not  unwilling 
should  attempt  to  do  so.  I  am  anxious, 
in  the  first  place,  to  associate  myself 
entirely,  not  with  the  remedy  that  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
proposed,  for  that  is  a  matter  for  more 
consideration  than  we  can  give  it  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind,  but  I  am  anxious 
to  associate  myself  with  him  entirely  in 
his  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  crisis  in 
which  we  stand  and  of  the  total  inade- 
quacy of  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
to  meet  that  crisis.  What  is  our  posi- 
tion ?  I  remember  the  other  night  that 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite,  in  setting 
forth  his  scheme  in  a  manner  so 
lucid  and  so  persuasive,  seemed  to 
complain  a  little  that  certain  critics 
had  said  that  this  country  was 
denuded  of  its  Army  and  its  Militia.  I 
do  not  know  of  anyone  who  has  said  that 
except  one  authority,  and  that  a  very 
high  authority.  That  is  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty.  At  least  twice  in  his 
speech  he  made  use  of  the  expression  that 
this  island  was  denuded  of  its  troops  and 
its  Militia.  That,  surely,  is  a  very  grave 
state  of  affairs.  The  noble  Marquess  com- 
batted  the  statement,  which,  I  think,  he 
had  forgotten  was  made  by  his  own 
immediate  colleague,  and  ho  brought 
forward  some  figures  which  I  noted  at  the 
time,  and  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
criticised  in  more  detail  than  I  shall  be 
willing  or  competent  to  do,  but  which 
inspired  me,  I  confess,  with  no  confidence 
in  the  War  Office.  He  has  produced  a 
force,  on  paper,  within  these  islands  of 
409,000  men.  That  in  itself  is  a  force 
which  should  command  respect  even  in  a 
gr«iat  military  nation ;  but  how  is  that 
body  composed  ?  It  is  composed  of 
98,000  Regular  troops.  These  Regular 
troops,  I  suspect,  cannot  stand  a  very 
searching  analysis  at  the  present  moment. 
They  are,  I  suspect,  men  who  are  too 
young  to  be  sent  to  the  front,  and  men 
who  are  required  for  the  depots,  and  in  any 
case  there  is  a  question  to  be  asked  about 
them.  We  are  going  to  send  50,000  men 
out  at  once,  not  before  they  are  needed, 
to  reinforce  our  troops  in  South  Africa. 
Are  these  50,000  coming  from  the  98,000 
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Regular    troops,    or    are    these    98,000  j 
Regular  troops  left  after  the  50,000  have 
been  sent  out  1    The  next  item  is  12,000  | 
Reserves.     Have  they  been  called  out  or 
are    they    at    home  1    Then    there   are ! 
7,000   Yeomanry.      There  are,    further, 
77,000  Militia.     These,  as  I  understand,  ! 
cannot  at  present  be  embodied  because  we 
have  no  barracks  to  put  them  in.     And, 
last  of  all,  we  have   215,000    Volunteers. 
Now,   my   Lords,   is   not  this    counting 
noses    and    endeavouring    to  blind  our- 
selves to   the  facts  ?     I  nave  the  highest 
respect  for   the  Volunteers.     They  have 
given   to   their  country  their   time   and 
their    energy,    which   have  not,  I  under- 
stand,     been     always     very     cordially 
requited.      But  can  these  215,000  Volun- 
teers by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination  be 
called   soldiers  in  the  scientific  sense  of 
the  term  l    It  is  perfectly  certain    that 
they    cannot    be.     And    why  is  it  per- 
fectly certain  they  cannot  be  1    It  is  so  on 
the  showing  of  the  noble  Marquess  him- 
self, who   recommends   that    they    shall 
have   a  month's  training,  or  in  the  case 
of    Volunteer    artillery     three     months 
training,    when    the    weather     permits. 
The  weather  obviously  does   not  permit 
at  present.     How  has  that  proposal  been 
received  1      I  venture   to  say  with   the 
unanimous     condemnation     of    all     the 
people  whom  it  affects  and  concerns.     I 
venture  to  say  there  is  no  large  employer  , 
of  labour  in  this  country   who  sanctions 
such  a  proposal  or  believes  it  to  be  work- 
able.    I  will  take  one  testimony.     I  like 
always  to  quote  from  colleagues  or  some  , 
ardent  supporters  of  the  Government.      I 
will  take  the  Scotsnuni,  a  well  known  and 
respected  paper,  and  more  blindly  devoted 
to  the  Government   than  any  newspaper 
in   these   islands.     The   Scotsman  sent  a 
commissioner  among  all  the  employers  in 
Edinburgh,  hoping,  I  presume,  to  receive 
?ome  benediction  on  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,   and  possibly    not  without 
encouragement  to  some  result.     The  pro- 
phets cursed  the  scheme  instead  of  bless- 
ing it.     They  said  it  was  hopelessly  im- 
practicable ;  that  it  could   not  be  carried 
out,  and  that  it  would  not  be  carried  out. 
That  is  what  becomes  of  making  your 
215,000  Volunteers  efficient.      So  much 
for    defence.     You    are    going  to   send 
out    50,000     men      to    South     Africa. 
South  Africa     is    a  ravenous  maw  that 
demands     many     victims.       You     have 
now   been    at   war  since   October   12th. 
During  that  time — the  auspicious  news  of 
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this  morning  makes  us  hope  that  there 
may  be  yet  better  news  to  come — during 
that  time  you  have  been  fighting  on  your 
own  territories,  you  have  not  been  able  to 
advance  an  inch,  you  have  performed 
glorious  feats  of  arms,  but  feats  of  arms 
that  have  been  absolutely  unproductive. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  when  you  are 
sending  out  50,000  men  to  South  Africa, 
you  cannot  but  recollect  that  you  have 
been  sending  out  men  by  tens  of  thou- 
sands ever  since  this  war  began,  and  if 
these  50,000  men  are  exhausted  and  you 
want  50,000  more,  what  then  1  What 
then  ?  "  Oh,"  you  say,  "  it  is  indelicate 
to  say  these  things.  You  are  laying  bare 
the  nakedness  of  the  country  before 
foreign  nations,  and  they  may  take  advan- 
tage of  it."  My  Lords,  foreign  nations 
know  our  position  quite  as  well  as  we  do, 
and  better  than  some  of  us ;  better,  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  proposals  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  than  Her  Majesty's 
Government  does.  That  is  the  position 
as  regards  the  proposals  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  with  respect  to  men.  There 
is  one  point  on  which  I  should  like  to 
ask  a  question,  not  of  the  noble  Marquess, 
but  of  the  member  of  the  Government, 
whoever  he  may  be,  who  represents  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  in  this  House.  Are 
you  going  to  do  anything  with  regard  to 
the  Fleet  in  this  critical  position  in  which 
we  stand  ]  Is  the  Fleet  going  to  be 
strengthened  or  to  be  mobilised  ?  These 
are  not  things  that  can  be  discussed  in  a 
loisurely  and  debating  fashion,  spreading 
over  fortnights  or  months,  or  even  longer 
than  that.  The  crisis  is  urgent,  the 
danger  is  upon  you,  and  then  you  come  to 
this  House  with  proposals  that  in  the 
month  of  May,  when  the  weather  allows, 
you  will  put  the  Volunteers,  if  they  are 
willing  to  go  there,  under  canvas,  and 
then  these  islands  and  the  Empire  are 
safe.  The  position  as  regards  South 
Africa  is  that  we  have  been  malting  war 
there  for  four  months :  we  have  never  been, 
until  this  week,  able  to  advance  an  inch 
into  the  enemy's  country,  and  the  enemy 
has  been  constantly  and  victoriously  em- 
ployed on  ours.  But  1  do  not  keep  my 
eye  on  South  Africa  alone.  Can  any  man 
entrusted  with  the  destinies  of  this 
Empire  keep  his  eye  on  South  Africa 
alone  ?  South  Africa  is  a  very  important 
part  of  the  Empire,  no  doubt,  but 
you  have  interests  and  engagements  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  You  are 
known,  on   the  confession  of  your  own 
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Minister,    to  be  denuded  of    troops  at 
home.     You  are  sending  every  available  '. 
man  and  gun  that  you  can  spare  to  South 
Africa;     What  is  the  amicable  disposition 
of   foreign   nations    on   which    you   can 
reckon,   so  that   we   shall  be   left   unin- 1 
terrupted  to  pursue  this  war  ?     I  know  i 
there  is  nothing  so  unpopular,  nothing  so  ; 
distasteful  to  the  British  public,  and  yet , 
nothing  so  salutary,  as  to  remind  them  of 
the  opinion   of  foreign  countries.      But 
whether  pleasant  and  salutary  or  not,  in 
the  crisis  in   which  we  are  placed  it  is  | 
absolutely  necessary  to  take  notice  of  it.  j 
"Where   is   the  benevolent  disposition  of  j 
foreign  countries   on  which,  I  suppose,  I 
the  Government  may  be  able  to  reckon  ; 
when  they  make  partial  and  incomplete  ; 
military  proposals  to  the  country  '?     I  do  j 
not  know.      I  confess  I   watch  the  situa- ; 
tion    in     Europe    and    elsewhere    more  i 
closely   than   I   watch   the   situation    in  : 
South  Africa.     I  know  that  last  Decern- ' 
ber   Her    Majesty's    Government    made 
public   overtures    to   two    great  Powers 
for  an  alliance  -Germany  and  the  United 
States — and  those  overtures,  as  far  as  we 
can    gather    from     the    proceedings    in , 
the     German     and     American      Parlia- 
ments,   were     not    received    with     any 
such    cordiality    as     to    encourage  Her , 
Majesty's  Government  to  pursue    them. 
You  had  in  France  a  debate  the  other  day 
in    which,   I  think,  the  French  Govern- 
ment  took   a   friendly   and   conciliatory  , 
course,  but  in  which,  certainly,  the  tone  , 
of  the  discussion  was  not  likely  to  encour- 
age  the   people  of   this   country    in  the  i 
belief  that  that  friendliness  would  bear  ' 
any  great  or  alarming  strain.     Well,  in 
Russia  there  is  no  Parliament,  and  1  sup- 
pose   that   is   a   constitution    which   the 
noble  Marquess  would  envy.    But,  at  any 
rate,    we    see    circumstances   in    Russia 
which    make    us    pause.       The    ancient 
empire  of  Persia  has  been  the  witness,  in 
these    last    days,    to    events    to    which 
England  once  would  have  had  something 
to  say,  but  which  appear  to  pass  without 
any   protest  from  England,  and   perhaps 
without    the   possibility   of    any   protest 
from  England.     When  you  see  a  want  of 
amity    on    the   part  of    foreign  Powers, 
when  you    see  transactions  going  on  in 
which  this  country  is  interested  and  in 
which  we  have  no  longer  a  hand,  1  say  it 
may  be  given   to   any   of    us,    however 
lighthearted  we  may  be,  to  pause  and  to 
ask    the    Government    to   take   a  large 
grasp  of  the  situation  and  to  make  pro- 

The  Earl  of  lioscbery. 


posals  to  the  country  which  are  adequat 
to  that  situation.  There  are  two  div 
sions  in  which,  I  think,  any  such  proposa 
naturally  group  themselves — those  whic 
are  permanent  and  which  are  great  que 
tions  of  reorganisation,  which  I  free) 
admit  should  not  be  discussed  now,  ar 
those  which  are  temporary  and  which  ai 
suited  to  a  great  emergency  like  tl 
present,  and  which  should  be  as  large  an 
sweeping  as  you  please.  The  main  pr 
position  with  regard  to  the  emergency- 
one  which  seems  to  me  to  realise  tl 
greatness  of  the  situation — is  that  f< 
calling  on  old  soldiers  between  twent; 
five  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  tl 
noble  Marquess  estimated  that  there  we: 
170,000  men  to  come  under  the  colon 
once  more.  True,  from  that  source  1 
did  not  anticipate  above  20,000  me 
That  is  a  very  slight  basis  on  which  1 
rely  at  a  moment  like  this ;  but,  at  ar 
rate,  it  is  a  practical  proposal,  an  erne 
gency  proposal,  and  one  which  I  for  oi 
welcome  as  a  very  timely  proposa 
Now,  my  Lords,  in  that  word  "  timely 
lies  a  very  great  part  of  the  questioi 
The  Government,  to  my  thinking,  ha> 
never  been  timely,  and  yet  the  essence  \ 
all  modern  warfare  is  that  you  shoul 
be,  if  possible,  beforehand  wit 
your  enemy.  War  was  declared  c 
October  11th,  I  think,  and  sin< 
that  time  you  have  been  sending  trooj 
to  the  front.  But  immediately  after  thi 
time,  and  at  that  time,  the  burgh< 
soldiers  were  in  possession  of  your  ten 
tory.  They  did  know  that  time  wi 
the  essence  of  the  situation,  and  that, 
seems  to  me,  is  what  Her  Majesty 
Government  have  never  yet  realised  and  c 
not  realise  now.  When  this  little  schen 
is  exhausted — because  it  is  a  litt 
scheme,  and  a  great  part  of  it  cannot  I 
realised  for  some  months  yet — how  c 
you  know  you  will  not  be  cor 
pelled  to  bring  forward  another?  Th 
scheme  has  already  been  proved  to  be  tc 
late  in  the  day,  and  later  on  you  will  I 
compelled  to  produce  another  scheme  < 
a  much  larger*,  of  a  much  boldi 
character,  and  one  for  which,  I  believ 
the  country  was  and  is  perfectly  pr 
pared.  We  have  had  one  great  examp 
in  this  matter — the  noble  Lord  wl 
spoke  last,  I  think,  alluded  to  it — tl 
example  of  the  United  States.  Tl 
United  States,  in  their  great  civil  wa 
did  not  in  time  realise  what  a  b 
business     thev      had     on    hand.     Tl 
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first  call  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  troops 
was  for  75,000  men.  His  Secre- 
tary for  War,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
was  anxious  that  the  Cabinet  at  which 
that  decision  was  arrived  at  should  call 
for  500,000  men.  The  representative  of 
the  Treasury,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
objected  to  so  large  a  call,  and  so  a  call 
was  made  in  April  for  75,000  men,  and  in 
December  the  United  States  army 
amounted  to  660,000 ;  and  by  the  time 
the  war  was  completed  how  large  do  you 
suppose  was  the  number  of  men  that  the 
United  States  had  put  in  the  field  1  Two 
and  three-quarter  millions!  1  do  not 
wish  to  be  misunderstood.  If  I  leave 
these  figures  as  1  have  stated  them  I 
shall  be  told,  either  by  someone  who 
follows  me  in  debate  or  by  some  critic  in 
the  newspapers,  that  1  am  wanting  you 
to  raise  660,000  men,  or  2,750,000  men. 
I  want  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  want 
timely  measures,  and  my  view  is  that,  if 
the  United  States  had  called  for  500,000 
men  instead  of  75,000,  they  might  never 
have  needed  any  more  soldiers  at  all. 
But  you  say,  "  This  is  not  a  great  crisis 
like  that.  That  was  a  matter  of  life  and 
death.7'  I  say  this  is  a  matter  of  life  and 
death.  I  completely  adopt  the  words  of 
the  noble  Lord  opposite.  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  have  the  faintest  notion 
of  how  in  the  country,  in  the  streets,  in 
any  place  where  men  congregate,  the 
feeling  of  crisis,  of  overburdening  crisis, 
of  constant  danger  is  present  to  the  minds 
of  men.  This  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 
Suppose — take  the  hypothesis  for  one 
moment,  though  we  will  not  admit  it  as 
anything  more  for  a  single  instant — that 
yo  l  should  not  be  victorious  in  this  war. 
Why,  you  lose  South  Africa.  You  could 
not  show  your  face  in  South  Africa  again. 
If  you  lose  South  Africa  you  lose  the 
principal  column  of  your  Empire,  you  lose 
the  most  imiKKtant  base  you  have  outside 
these  islands.  But  if  you  lose  South 
Africa  you  lose  a  great  deal  more  than 
that.  The  noble  Lord — I  again  quote  his 
testimony — pointed  out  that,  this  Empire 
resting  largely  on  prestige,  these  c  lonies 
that  have  come  so  enthusiastically  to  our 
support  have  done  so  because  they  believe 
they  are  associating  themselves  with  the 
moit  powerful  Empire  the  world  has  ever 
*een.  If  you  deprive  them  of  that  feeling 
the  life  of  your  Empire  is  threatened. 
You  will  be  shut  up  in  these  islands,  one 
of  which  I  fear  does  not  particularly  love 
you,    and    your    Empire    outside   these 
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islands  will  break  away  from  you,  and 
where  it  is  without  defence  it  will  fall  a 
prey  to  other  nations.  In  the  meantime, 
you  alone  with  your  Fleet  will  be  ri  the 
midst  of  a  Europe  which  his  many  scores 
to  pay  off,  and  will  be  only  too  ready  to 
pay  them  off.  If  that  be  not  a  crisis,  if 
that  be  not  a  matter  of  life  and  death,  I 
know  not  what  is. 

♦The  Earl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- 
VILLE :  My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  who 
opened  this  debate  referred  to  the  number 
of  men  the  Government  proposed  to 
raise.  There  are  two  other  points  which, 
in  my  opinion,  are  of  almost  equal  im- 
portance— namely,  the  time  at  which 
these  men  will  be  available  and  the 
time  at  which  they  will  be  efficient. 
I  would  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
what  steps  are  being  taken  now  at  once 
to  secure  that  these  men  will  have  every 
opportunity  of  making  themselves 
thoroughly  efficient,  and  also  what  date 
they  think  the  men  will  be  available. 
The  prospect  of  looking  forward  to  some- 
thing in  the  spring,  when  the  weather 
permits,  is  not  one  which,  in  the  crisis  in 
which  we  stand  to-day,  the  country  will 
for  one  moment  accept.  I  do  not  myself 
take  the  gloomy  view  of  the  noble  Earl, 
and  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  we 
have  really  come  to  tHht  point  when 
nothing  but  compulsory  enlistment  will 
provide  the  men  we  want.  I  believe  there 
has  never  been  a  time  in  the  history  of 
the  country  when  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
has  been  raised  as  it  is  to-day.  Through  the 
latter  part  of  the  recess — during  November 
and  December — wherever  one  went  one 
heard  the  same  opinion  expressed,  that  when 
Parliament  met  the  country  would  hear 
what  the  Government  were  going  to  do 
to  provide  forces  to  meet  the  emergency. 
Parliament  met,  but  no  discussion  took 
place  until  this  week.  The  nation 
remained,  as  it  were,  in  uncertainty 
for  a  fortnight  longer,  and  now 
the  Government  have  given  us  a  list 
of  problematical  men,  who  may,  within 
two  or  three  months,  possibly  be  avail- 
able, but  whether  they  will  be  efficient  or 
not  we  do  not  know.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  spoken 
that  the  crisis  in  which  we  stand  to-day  is 
a  very  grave  one.  Our  colonies  look  to 
us,  and  we  look  to  the  colonies.  To- 
gether we  stand  or  fall,  and  if  it  be 
proved  that  this  country  cannot  protect 
our  colony    in    South    Africa,  and  that 
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we  must  give  way  to  a  Government 
which  is  at  once  corrupt,  ignorant,  and 
tyrannical,  the  greatness  of  England 
will  be  largely  diminished.  There 
is  only  one  practical  suggestion  I 
would  make  as  regards  the  efficiency  of 
the  men  we  are  to  raise.  Can  we  not 
provide  in  every  town  and  considerable 
village  throughout  the  country  short 
ranges  such  as  Lord  Tweedmouth  has 
referred  to  ?  It  is  a  fact,  which  I  think  no 
rifleman  will  dispute,  that  what  takes  the 
longest  time  to  learn  is  to  pull  the  trigger 
without  moving  the  rifle,  and  that  is  a 
thing  which  may  be  learned  in  a  very 
confined  space.  If  the  Government  could 
institute  throughout  the  country  short 
ranges  with  rifles  of  the  Army  pattern,  so 
that  the  elements  of  rifle  shooting  at  all 
events  might  be  acquired,  it  would  give 
great  satisfaction.  Above  all  things  I 
would  implore  the  Government  to  waste 
no  time.  If  four  months  ago  we  had 
done  one  quarter  of  what  we  are  doing 
now  we  should  not  have  had  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  danger  which  now  threatens  us. 
That  no  foresight  has  been  displayed  is 
proved  by  the  selection  of  Ladysmith, 
lying  in  a  basin,  commanded  by 
surrounding  hills,  and  the  piling  in  there 
of  supplies  amounting  to  a  million  ster- 
ling without  taking  the  trouble  to  have  a 
map  of  any  accuracy  made  of  the  hills 
which  command  the  road  along 
which  its  supplies  must  go.  Why 
were  not  the  tunnels  on  the  north  blown 
up,  and  why  were  the  northern  railways 
allowed  to  remain,  forming  an  absolutely 
easy  and  unbroken  communication  for  the 
Boers  ?  These  things  have  happened  in 
the  past.  We  ask  ourselves,  What  will 
happen  in  the  future  ?  The  position  is  a 
very  grave  one,  and  1  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  wake  up  to  it.  I  hope  we  may 
come  out  of  it  without  the  risks  and  the 
dangers  which  many  of  us  foresee,  but  of 
one  thing  I  am  confident,  and  that  is  that 
nothing  will  break  the  spirit  of  the  nation. 
The  more  reverses  there  are  the  harder 
will  the  nation  set  its  teeth,  and  victory 
will  follow  if  only  the  men  are  provided. 

*Lori>  LAMINGTON :  May  I  inter- 
pose for  one  moment  before  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
replies.  In  his  statement  of  last 
Monday  he  referred  to  the  intention  of 
giving  commissions  to  Colonial  officers. 
1  would  ask  whether  something  more 
could  not  be  done.     There  was  a  proposal 
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some  time  ago  to  have  an  interchange  of 
regiments  between  this  country  and  the 
colonies.  The  advisability  of  that  may 
for  military  reasons  be  questionable,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  great  advantage 
would  accrue  from  an  interchange  of 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers.  I 
think  that  after  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
work  of  the  Colonial  forces,  and  what 
they  are  capable  of  doing,  the  present  is 
an  opportune  moment  to  endeavour  to- 
bring  into  closer  touch  with  one  another 
the  component  forces  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  Empire.  They  have 
displayed  the  greatest  adaptability  and 
gallantry,  and  have  proved  what  efficient 
service  can  be  rendered  by  soldiers  who 
without  much  barrack  square  training: 
are  able  to  use  their  intelligence. 
The  present  war  has  shown  the  value  of 
such  citizen  soldiers,  and  whilst  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  disparages  the  length  of 
training  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  volun- 
teer  forces,  it  is  probable  that  the  methods 
of  training  are  more  faulty  than  the  period 
allotted.  There  is  another  reason  why 
this  would  be  a  fitting  time  to  include  the 
colonies  in  any  rearrangement  you  may 
be  making  of  our  military  system.  In  a 
short  time  your  Lordships  will  have 
before  you  for  your  full,  and,  I  trust, 
favourable  consideration,  the  scheme  for 
the  federation  of  the  various  Australian 
colonies,  by  means  of  which  greater 
uniformity  of  laws  will  be  established,, 
fiscal  barriers  removed,  and  by  means  of 
which  the  military  forces  of  Australia 
will  especially  be  strengthened  and  put 
on  a  more  effective  footing ;  and  I  would 
ask  if  it  would  not  be  well  to  consider 
whether  the  present  is  not  the  time  to- 
bring  about  greater  cohesion  amongst 
all  the  forces  of  the  Empire  when  the 
forces  of  Australia  are,  so  to  speak,  in 
a  state  of  fusion  and  there  is  a 
re-organisation  pending  at  home.  It  was. 
remarkable  that  even  amongst  men  best 
acquainted  with  the  subject  the  opinion 
was  freely  expressed  that  the  federation 
of  the  Australian  colonies  would  not  take 
place  without  outward  pressure.  The 
judgment  and  foresight  of  the  people  of 
Australia,  however,  have  not  waited  for 
that,  and  it  is  a  coincidence  that  at  the 
same  time  that  they  are  entering  upon  a 
larger  sphere  of  their  own  national  life 
they  are  also  sharing  the  obligations  of 
the  Empire  and  taking  up  arms  in  its 
support.  It  is  of  good  augury  that  syn- 
chronous with  a  political  movement  that. 
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will  enlarge  her  aspirations  and  add  to 
her  defensive  strength,  Australia,  peopled 
by  those  of  our  own  blood,  should 
give  us  of  that  blood  freely  and 
voluntarily.  This  two-fold  event  can  but 
strengthen  the  ties  which  bind  our  Em- 
pire. And  it  would  be  a  further  aid  in 
this  direction  were  the  Government  to 
mark  their  appreciation  of  the  services  of 
the  Colonists  by  endeavouring  to  bring 
them  into  closer  touch  with  the  Imperial 
army,  when  revising  oar  military  system, 
and  this  without  injuring  local  action  or 
initiative. 

*Thb  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE : 
My  Lords,  we  have  been  again  taken  to 
task  this  evening  because  our  proposals 
are  what  has  l>een  termed  experimental 
or  conjectural.  I  ventured  to  say  to 
your  Lordships  the  other  night  that  unless 
we  were  prepared  to  resort  to  some 
measure  of  coercion  we  could  only  trust  to 
inducements,  and  so  long  as  you  only  trust 
to  inducements  the  effect  produced  must 
necessarily  be  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  when  you  offer  cer- 
tain financial  terms  whether  those  terms 
will  be  sufficient  to  tempt  those  to  whom 
they  are  offered,  nor  is  it  possible  to  say 
to  what  extent  those  persons  will  be  in- 
fluenced by  that  wave  of  patriotic  enthu- 
siasm which  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  passing 
over  the  people  of  these  islands.  My 
Lords,  the  fact  remains  that  those  who 
object  to  our  proposals  because  they  are 
of  an  experimental  kind  must  make  up 
their  minds  to  adopt  the  only  other 
alternative,  that,  namely,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  some  form  of  compulsion.  I 
understood  the  noble  Earl  below  the 
gangway  to  say  that,  while  he  accepted 
the  views  so  strongly  expressed  from  the 
benches  behind  me  as  to  the  inadequacy  of 
our  proposals,  he  did  not  associate  him- 
self with  the  remedy  which  had  been 
proposed. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY :  I  said  ! 
it  would  require  more  consideration  than  I 
could  be  given  to  it  this  evening.  j 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE:' 
But  what  is  ttie  remedy  which  the  noble  ' 
Earl  proposes  ? 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY :   When  I  j 
am  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  with  a  i 
staff  of    exports,    I  will  tell   the  noble 
Marquess. 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
That  is  a  very  good  debating  answer.  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  at  least  ask  him 
to  indicate  what  other  directions  there 
are  than  those  in  which  we  are  attempting 
to  work.  And  the  criticism  which  I 
make  on  the  speeches  addressed  to  the 
House  this  evening  is  that,  with  the  one 
exception  of  the  suggestion  in  favour  of 
the  Militia  ballot,  no  useful  suggestion 
has  been  made  to  us  as  to  the  means  by 
which  we  might  produce  a  larger  armed 
force  than  that  which  we  contemplate  as 
the  result  of  the  present  proposals.  The 
noble  Earl  below  the  gangway  referred  to 
one  step  the  importance  of  which  I 
think  has  not  been  sufficiently  recog- 
nised. I  refer  to  the  offer  we 
intend  to  make  to  that  large  body 
of  ex-soldiers  who  are  to  be  found 
among  the  civil  population — the  offer 
of  service  at  home  for  a  term  of  one 
year  only.  We  believe  that  a  large 
number  of  these  men  will  be  likely  to 
accept  the  conditions  of  service  which  we 
are  ready  to  offer  to  them,  and  if  we  are 
successful  in  obtaining  a  number  of  these 
men,  surely  that  is,  to  use  the  expression 
of  mv  noble  friend,  Lord  Dunraven,  a 
valuable  military  asset.  It  is  quite  true 
that  I  mentioned  20,000  as  the  number 
on  which  me  might  fairly  count,  but  I  am 
not  at  all  prepared  to  say  that  that 
number  may  not  be  very  much  larger. 
We  are  in  this  difficulty,  that  if  we  put  a 
low  estimate  on  the  result  we  are  told 
that  our  proposals  are  trivial  and  do  not 
rise  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  credit  ourselves 
with  a  liberal  measure  of  success,  we  are 
told  that  we  are  over-sanguine,  and  that 
our  proposals  are  mere  matter  of  con- 
jecture. The  noble  Earl  who  spoke 
first  found  fault  with  us  because  we  had 
said  nothing  about  measures  for  the 
permanent  improvement  of  the  Army,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  War  Office,  for 
improvement  in  the  strategy  and  tactics 
of  the  Army,  and  for  revision  of 
the  proportion  between  the  different 
arms  of  service ;  but  then,  having 
made  that  complaint,  he  went  on  to 
say — I  thought  with  great  justice — that 
these  were  organic  changes  which  we 
could  not  possibly  be  expected  to  under- 
take at  a  moment  like  the  present.  I 
think  that  is  a  view  which  is  held  by  the 
greater  portion  of  the  public  ;  but  let  me 
say  as  emphatically  as  I  can  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  recognise,  and  to 
the  fullest  extent,  that  there  are  great 
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and  important  lessons  to  be  learnt  irom  [ 
the  experience  of  a  war  like  this,  and  it  I 
is  our  intention  to  take  those  lessons  to  ' 
heart  and  profit  by  them.     And  let  me  . 
add  this  also,  with  regard  to  some  com- 
plaints which  have  been  made  a9  to  the 
conduct  of  the  operations,  whether   at  j 
home  or  abroad,  that  we  certainly  do  not  \ 
shrink  from  the  fullest  inquiry  into  all 
these  events,  provided  that  inquiry  takes  ; 
place  at  a  time  when  it  will  not  impede 
or  interfere  with  those  who  are  respon-  \ 
sible  for  the  conduct  of  military  affairs  in 
this  country.     My  noble  friend  asked  me  ■ 
several  questions  with   reference  to  the 
figures  of  which  I  made  use  in  my  state- ' 
ment.     I  have  been  asked  whether  the 
50,000  men  to  whom  I  referred  as  being 
either  on   their  way  to  or  under  orders 
for  South  Africa  were  an  addition  to  the 
number  which  I  mentioned  as  having  been 
sent  out  during  the  months  of  October, 
November,  December,  and  January.     Of 
those  50,000  men  some  have  gone,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  some  of  them  would  be 
included  in  the  number  I  mentioned  as 
having    gone     out    in     the    month     of 
January.       But     these      50,000      men 
are     not    men    whom     we    are    going 
to  send  out  in  the  remote  future ;  they 
are  men  already  under  orders  and  will  be  i 
despatched   within,  I  imagine,  the   next 
few    weeks.      I  mentioned  this  because  i 
there  seemed  to  be  an  impression  that  we 
were  doing  nothing,  and  that  the  stream 
of  troops   which  had  been  poured    into 
South     Africa  during  the    winter    was 
going  to  be  allowed  to  dry  up  suddenly. 
That  is  not  the  case.     Up  to  the  present 
Lord  Roberts  has  not  asked  us  for  more 
than  the  troops  ordered  to  go  out,   but  \ 
we  have  other  troops  in  readiness,  and  if 
he  asks  for  them  we  shall  send  them.    As 
to  the  200,000  men  1    referred  to  as  the 
force  which  would  be  in  South  Africa  by 
the  time  these  reinforcements  reach  the 
seat  of  war,  of  course  they  do  not  include 
the   killed  or  missing.      Allowance   has 
been  made  for  those.     The  noble    Lord 
next  asked  me  if  I   included  the  drafts 
which  had  been  sent  out.      1  did  include 
them.       Drafts   have   been   sent   out   to 
make  good  the  casualties.      With  regard 
to  the  figure  of  110,000  which  I  gave  to 
the   House  as  the   number  of  Regular 
soldiers  still  in  the  country,  it  includes 
eight     regiments     of     cavalry,     twenty 
batteries  of  artillery,  and,  1  think,  seven- 
teen battalions  of  infantry.      It  includes 
besides  a  certain  number  of  men  at  the 
depots,   but   not  the  permanent  staff  of 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdotcne. 


auxiliary  forces,  and  a  certain  number  of 
Reservists  who  have  not  yet  been  called 
up  to  join  their  battalions. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  May  I  ask  if 
the  50,000  who  are  to  be  sent  out  are  in- 
cluded in  this  number  1 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
No.  The  50,000  include  a  certain 
number  of  Militia  who  are  going  out. 
The  110,000  are  all  Regulars. 

♦Lord  WENLOCK:  Are  the  eight 
regiments  of  cavalry  fully  horsed  1 

♦The   Marquess  of   LANSDOWNE: 
The   Household    Cavalry   are   not   fully 
horsed,  but  we  intend  to  horse  them  fully. 
A  noble   Earl   suggested  that   I  counted 
some  of  my  men  twice  over,  and  he  cited 
as  an  instance  the  twelve  new  battalions 
which   I   told  him  were  to  be  composed 
partly  of  Reservists  and  partly  of  young 
soldiers  belonging  to  other  battalions  of 
the  same  regiment.     It  is  perfectly  true 
that    to     the     extent     to    which    those 
battations      are      so      composed     those 
l>attalions  are   not    an   addition   to    th 
Army,  but  they  are   an   addition  to  th 
number  of  organised  units  of  the  Army, 
and  that  is  a  point  of  some  importance. 
But  I   do  not    include   the    twelve  new 
battalions  in  ray  total  of  400,000  men. 
It  is  suggested   there  might  have  been 
similar    duplication     in    the    matter    of 
recruits.     The   figures  I  gave  had  refer- 
ence entirely  to   the  recruits  of  the  Line 
and  had  no  reference  to  Militia  recruits. 
I  was  asked  several  questions   by  noble 
Lords    with    regard    to    guns.     I  heard 
with    regret     the    statement   made     by 
a     noble     Lord     (Lord     Wenlock)  that 
in      his      belief      this      country       had 
fallen  lamentably  behind  other  countries 
in   the   matter  of   artillery.     I   did  not 
know  that  the  question  as  to  the  quality 
•  of  artillery  was  to  be  raised  this  evening, 
otherwise  I  should  have  been  prepared  to 
!  discuss  it  if  my  noble  friend  wished  it.     I 
may  say  to-night,  however,  that,  having 
paid  some  attention  to  the  matter,  I  do 
i  not  believe  there  is  the  slightest  founda- 
tion for  the  charge  that,  either  in  regard 
to  field  artillery  or  in  regard  to  heavier 
arms,  this  country  has  been  left  behind 
by  other  countries.      I  believe,    on  the 
contrary,  that  our  guns,  comparing  them 
with  other  guns  of  the  same  date,  are 
:  fully  able  to  hold  their  own.     The  gun 
j  which  we  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  field 
1  artillery  in  1896  was,  I  believe,  as  good 
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a  field  gun  as  any  gun  in  any  service  at 
the  time.  The  new  field  gun  which  is 
now  under  manufacture  for  the  new 
batteries  is,  I  believe,  a  gun  in  the  design 
of  which  the  most  modern  improvements 
have  been  included,  and  which  need  not 
fear  comparison  with  any  gun  that 
can  be  produced  to  compete  with 
it.  When  I  hear  these  assertions  made 
that  our  guns  have  been  outclassed  by 
the  guns  opposed  to  them,  I  ask  on  what 
evidence  does  that  statement  rest  1  On  the 
contrary,  I  find  throughout  the  reports  of 
the  engagements  which  have  taken  place 
in  South  Africa  continual  reference  to  the 
fact  that  our  field  artillery  has  shown  its 
superiority,  and  in  action  has  silenced  the 
field  artillery  of  the  enemy. 

♦Lord  WENLOCK  :  My  reference  was 
addressed  solely  to  the  larger  form  of 
guns,  and  not  to  the  field  artillery. 

♦ThkMarquessofLANSDOWNE:  The 
•noble  Lord  suggests  that  we  should  have 
supplied  Sir  George  White's  army  with 
heavy  semi-mobile  guns.  I  can  tell 
the  noble  Lord  that  Sir  George  White's 
force  was  equipped  as  a  mobile  field  force, 
and  it  is  not  usual  either  in  this  country 
or,  I  believe,  in  any  other  country,  to 
supply  a  mobile  field  force  with  guns 
of  that  description.  I  believe  that  the 
problem  of  discovering  a  gun  which  shall 
be  at  once  a  fairly  mobile  gun  and  also 
a  gun  of  great  power  and  range  is 
engaging  the  attention  of  our  artillerists 
and  artillerists  on  the  Continent ;  but 
it  is  not  a  problem  solved  yet,  and  Sir 
George  White's  force  have  the  full  equip- 
ment of  artillery  which  a  force  of  that 
kind  would  naturally  have  furnished  to  it. 
When  you  come  to  oppose  field  guns  of 
the  class  which  Sir  George  White  has 
with  him  to  heavy  siege  guns  brought  by 
rail  from  Pretoria,  it  is  clear  that  the 
small  gun  will  be  outclassed  by  the  large 
one  ;  but  I  do  not  find  any  evidence  to 
show  that,  gun  for  gun,  our  artillery  is 
behind  the  artillery  of  other  countries. 
What  we  are  at  present  doing  is 
this.  We  are  adding  to  the  equipment 
of  our  Army  corps  a  brigade  division  of 
howitzers  in  addition  to  the  full  comple- 
ment of  field  guns.  Another  noble  Lord 
animadverted  on  the  inadequacy  of  the 
proposals  made  with  regard  to  the  train- 
ing of  the  Volunteers.  I  think  the  com- 
plaint is  not  so  much  as  to  their 
inadequacy  as  that  we  are  insisting 
upon      conditions      so      onerous      that 


the      Volunteer      force      would       not 

be  likely  to  submit  to  them.      I   think 

there    has    been  some    misapprehension 

with  regard  to  these  proposals  for  training 

Volunteers.      It   is  quite   true  that  the 

period  of  one  month  was  mentioned.     I 

I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  I  mentioned 

I  it     as    the    period    for   which    training 

i  might  go  on.     But  it  was  not  our  inten- 

|  tion  that  this  training  should  be  an  annual 

I  training.     It   was,    on  the   contrary,  an 

j  emergency  training  special  to  this  year. 

|  Nor  did  we  intend  that  it  should  be  obli- 

i  gatory  on  all   Volunteers   to  spend   the 

I  whole  of  that  month  in  camp.    We  desire 

;  that  the  conditions  should  be  as  elastic 

j  as  possible,  made  to  suit  the  convenience 

I  of   different   corps   or  of    different   men 

!  within  the  corps.      I   think   it   is   quite 

I  likely,  for  example,  that  if  there  were  a 

!  camp  open  to  the  corps  for  a  month  you 

might  find  men  very  glad  to  go  into  camp 

for  a   half  or  two-thirds    of  that    time 

for  training.     We    shall,    at   any     rate, 

do     our  best    to    suit  the    convenience 

of    the  Volunteer   force,   and   we    shall 

make  it  our  business  to  ascertain  from 

the  commanding    officers    of    Volunteer 

corps  what  are  the  conditions  to  which 

their  men   would   most   readily    submit. 

There  was  a  suggestion  made  with  regard 

to  the  Militia  artillery.     I  think  it  was  to 

the  effect  that  although  the  greater  part 

of  the  Militia  artillery  is  told  off  for  duty 

in  fortresses  it  might  be  desirable  to  give 

power  to  the  Militia   artillery   to   train 

with  field  guns,  and  thereby  render  the 

force  qualified  to  act  as   field  artillery. 

That  is  a  suggestion  that  seems  to  me  not 

unreasonable,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have 

it    considered.      With     regard     to     the 

general  scope  of  our  proposals,  I  regret 

that  some   of  your  Lordships  seem  to 

think  that  they  are  not  sufficiently  large 

for  the  occasion.     To  me  it  seems,  using 

the  materials  which   we   have  ready   to 

hand,  that  they  are  proposals  which  should 

enable  us  to  continue  to  send   adequate 

reinforcements  to  the  theatre  of  war,  and 

also  to  place  our  home  Army  in  a  state  of 

sufficient   efficiency   for  the    defence  of 

these  islands. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  I  think  that  one  of  the  peculiar 
features  of  this  debate  has  been  the  fact 
that  noble  Lords  who  have  taken  part  in 
it  have  almost  without  exception  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  being  dissatisfied 
with  the  proposals  which  the  Government 
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has  made.  This  expression  of  opinion  |  and  the  third  is  the  Army.  No  Emperor, 
cannot  be  ascribed  to  any  party  feeling ;  it  •  however  powerful,  can  afford  to  disregard 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  deep  conviction  I  the  views  and  the  opinions  which  per- 
of  every  one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  has  ;  meate  the  Army  ;  and  there  might  easily 
expressed  that  view.  I  will  refer  also  to  j  arise  a  state  of  things  when,  peaceful  as 
the  remarkable  speech  made  by  my  noble  might  be  the  intentions  of  the  ruler  of  the 
friend  Lord  Kosebery,  who  put  the  ,  Empire,  he  might  find  it  extremely  difficult 
matter,  I  think,  most  wisely,  on  the  widest ;  to  resist  the  pressure  put  upon  him.  I  ask 
ground.  I  will  not  enlarge  much  on  the  |  you  to  suppose — and  we  must  take  into 
topic  which  he  has  presented  far  better  j  our  consideration  conjectures  not  only  as 
than  I  could  to  the  House  ;  but  I  |  to  what  our  force  may  be,  but  also  as  to 
cannot  help  saying  that  personally,  and  '  what  may  be  required  of  it — that  this 
speaking  with  some  knowledge  of  our  I  great  question  of  the  Indian  frontier  were 
relations  with  foreign  Powers  generally,  I  '  to  be  raised.  You  have  in  India  a  garri- 
feel  all  the  dangers  of  the  situation  quite  |  son  never  too  large,  and  at  this  moment 
as  strongly  as  my  noble  friend.  I  see  all  |  diminished  by  10,000  men.  Where  are 
around  us  a  temper  displayed  by  our  |  you  to  find  the  troops — seasoned  troops 
neighbours  which  must  make  every  |  they  must  be — in  case  of  emergency  to 
thoughtful  man  pause  and  reflect  reinforce  your  Army  in  India )  There 
du  the  conditions  of  the  situation  |  will  always  be  a  feeling  of  insecurity,  and 
in  which  we  find  ourselves.  It  is  j  in  the  present  condition  of  things  a  feel- 
iseless  to  conceal  from  ourselves  that  fact.  '  ing  amounting  almost  to  alarm.  There  is 
There  is  one  particular  point  which  was  i  also  one  other  department  of  the  Empire, 
not  referred  to  by  my  noble  friend,  but  i  as  I  suppose  I  must  now  call  it,  and  a  not" 
vhich  is  always  very  present  to  my  mind,  |  unimportant  one — the  Soudan.  It  is 
and  which,  I  am  sure,  is  fully  appreciated  more  than  a  year  ago  that  we  had  a  dis- 
x>y  the  noble  Marquess  who  has  just  I  cussion  on  that  subject.  I  then  ventured 
spoken— I  mean  the  ever  present  ques- 1  to  say  that,  whilst  I  did  not  deny  that,  in 
tian  of  our  Indian  frontier.  lam  not '  the  position  in  which  the  Government  were 
now  ascribing  to  Russia — I  should  be  j  placed  with  respect  to  their  responsibilities 
very  sorry  to  do  it — direct  designs  to  j  in  Egypt,  it  was  probably  impossible  for 
attack  us  in  India,  but  the  noble  Marquess  '  them  not  to  make  an  advance  to  reconquer 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  how  unstable  is  the  i  the  Soudan,  yet  it  gave  rise  to  very  grave  re- 
position of  that  frontier.  He  knows  as  j  flections  on  consideration  of  the  heavy 
well  as  I  do  that  one  event — I  hope  it  is  ;  responsibilities  which  it  brought  with  it. 
by  no  means  near — namely,  the  death  of  |  The  other  day  we  had  some  indications  of 
the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  and  the  conse- ,  what  might  happen  ;  but  I  trust  that  at 
quences  that  may  follow — must  always  be  the  present  time  the  alarm  may  have 
present  to  the  mind  of  everyone  who  has  !  subsided.  That  is  precisely  the  point 
had  any  connection  on  the  one  hand  with  (  which  I  wish  to  bring  out — that  if  you 
India  and  on  the  other  hand  with  foreign  (  have  a  large  continental  possession  garri- 
affairs.  Although  I  do  not  ascribe  any  ;  soned  by  men  raised  from  the  people  of 
direct  hostile  intentions  to  Russia  at  the  ,  the  country  who  are  all  Mohammedans — 
present  moment,  I  cannot  overlook  the  fact '  if  you  have  to  hold  in  that  way  territory 
that  there  is  going  on  a  movement  of  |  of  vast  extent,  inhabited  by  a  very  war- 
troops  in  that  direction  which,  if  not  j  like  population,  where,  as  I  know  from 
menacing,  shows  at  least  that  the  possi-  the  best  authority,  white  troops  cannot 
bilities  of  the  future  are  never  absent  I  be  stationed  for  any  length  of  time,  then, 
from  the  mind  of  the  Russian  Govern- 1  according  to  all  precedents,  there  may 
ment.  While  I  honour  the  peaceful  •.  some  day  be  a  serious  danger  of  mutiny, 
intentions  of  the  present  ruler  of  Russia,  I !  unless  you  are  able  very  rapidly  to  send 
must  point  out  to  your  Lordships  that  even  ,  troops  from  Egypt  to  support  it.  Well, 
such  a  ruler  as  that  has  not  entire  power  '  now,  is  the  Government  satisfied  that  if 
over  questions  of  this  kind.  There  are  in  j  such  an  emergency  should  occur  we 
Russia  three  powerful  motives  which  always  j  could  meet  it  1  It  has  been  pointed 
actuate  the  Russian  Government  in  their  j  out  by  the  noble  Marquess  at  the 
conduct  of  affairs.  One  of  these  is  the  j  head  of  the  Government,  in  language 
power  of  the  Orthodox  Church  of  Russia ;  far  more  impressive  than  I  can  command, 
the  other  is  the  strong  national  Slav  feel-  how  we  have  heaped  heavy  new  respond- 
ing which  exists  throughout  the  nation  . ,  bilities  on  the  Empire ;  and  responsibili- 
ty^ Earl  of  Kimberky. 
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ties  of  a  new  kind,  because  they  cannot  be  . 
met  simply  by  our  stronger  naval  forces.  I 
You  cannot  send  a  fleet  to  Khartum  or  to  j 
Afghanistan ;  and  that    is    what  presses  I 
upon   the   mind   of   every    man  in  this  | 
country.     How  are  we  to  discharge  these  I 
great  responsibilities,  which  do  not  press  i 
less    heavily    upon   us  because  we  have  j 
the    terrible   additional  responsibity   of  I 
*the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  %  j 
The  noble  Marquess  said  that  the  com- 1 
plaint     was    that    the     scheme    of    the ' 
Government  was  to  a  large  extent  con- 1 
jectural.     Some  of  the  dangers,  no  doubt,  I 
are  also  conjecture ;  but  are  we  to  place  ' 
ourselves   in    this   position — that  if  the  \ 
hypothetical  dangers  turn  out  to  be  real ". 
•(and  there  is  a  possibility  of  it,  beyond  , 
a  doubt)    we   must    rest    content   with  | 
conjectural  means  to  meet  them  ?    We  , 
want  to  know  this  from  the  Government,  i 
and  we  have  a  right  to  know  it.     Are  the  ! 
Government  as  a  whole,  looking  to  all  ■ 
these    considerations,     which     are     felt 
deeply  throughout  the  country,  satisfied  on  : 
their  own  responsibility  that  their  conjee-  j 
tures  have  at  all  events  some  substantial  i 
foundation  ?     Are  they  satisfied  that  they  ' 
can  within  a  reasonable  time  provide  such  ' 
-a  force  as  is  necessary  to  discharge  the 
responsibilities    of    the    Empire?       But 
when   the    Government    say   that   they 
cannot  tell  us  what  will  be  the  result  of 
their  measures,  they  leave  us  in  a  state 
of  conjecture  and  apprehension — appre- 
hension which  we  cannot  disguise.      In 
saying  this  I  am  not  speaking  as  a  party 
man  at  all.     I  am  simply  speaking  from 
my  deep  feeling,  as  an  Englishman,  that 
there  is  a  danger  of  a  remarkable  kind 
pressing  upon  us,  and  that  the  Govern-  J 
ment  have  not  risen  to  the  full  height  of  | 
the  responsibilities  of  their  position.  | 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 1 
TARY     of     STATE    for    FOREIGN  I 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury):  | 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  I 
noble  Earl  thinks  that  the  kind  of  speech 
which  he  has  just  delivered  is  the  one 
which  is  most  valuable  to  the  country  in 
the     present     circumstances.       A  more 
gloomy  collection  of    lugubrious   vatici- 
nations I  never  heard.     I  am  sorry  that 
I  cannot  speak  as  freely  as  the  noble  Earl ; 
but   I  am  headed  off  from  questions  on 
the  discussion  of  which  he  very  frankly 
and  freely  engaged.    I  cannot  enter  upon 
the  character  of  the  Russian  Government, 
or  of  the  strings  which  guide  it,  or  the 


course  which  it  is  likely  to  take.  I  can- 
not discuss  the  health  of  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan.  I  have  not  lately  had  any 
account  of  it;  but  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  it  is  as  satisfactory  as  we 
could  wish ;  but  of  course  nobody's  health 
gets  more  satisfactory  as  years  roll  on. 
In  the  same  way,  with  respect  to  whether 
our  forces  are  adequate  for  our  work  in 
South  Africa,  and  whether,  in  respect  of 
what  has  been  done,  we  are  liable  to  censure 
or  not — whether  it  is  true,  as  my  noble 
friend  said,  that  we  have  always  been  too 
late,  that  we  have  neglected  opportunities 
which  we  might  have  taken — these  are  all 
matters  on  which,  if  my  words  did  not  go 
beyond  this  room,  I  should  gladly  accept 
the  challenge  of  the  noble  Earl.  But  we 
have  been  told,  and  told  very  rightly,  that 
we  cannot  discuss  matters  which  led  to 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  or  which  relate 
to  the  conduct  of  it,  without  full  inquiry 
which  would  apportion  responsibility 
where  it  ought  to  fall,  and  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  all  men  to  defend  their  position. 
I  am  shut  off  from  discussing  those  ques- 
tions altogether.  I  am  shut  off  also  from 
many  of  the  foreign  considerations  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  thought  it  right  to 
raise.  I  do  not  think  even  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  Soudan  is  a  matter  which  I 
am  bound  to  discuss  at  the  present 
moment,  except  to  say  that  it  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  exaggeration  and  of  very 
interested  exaggeration.  But  as  far  as  we 
know — guided  as  we  are  by  judgment  of 
exceptional  value — we  need  not  apprehend 
any  danger  from  that  quarter.  The  noble 
Lord  quoted  words  of  mine  which  Sir 
William  Harcourt  did  me  the  honour  to 
quote  in  the  other  House — words  which  I 
used,  I  think,  two  years  ago — as  to  the 
danger  of  overstraining  the  resources  of  this 
country  by  extension  of  Empire.  I  used 
those  words  at  that  time  because  there  was 
abroad  in  the  public  mind  a  state  of  feel- 
ing in  respect  of  China,  on  which  I  looked 
with  great  apprehension.  That  ha* 
passed  by,  an.i  I  can  mention  it  freely 
now.  But  undoubtedly,  if  we  had  been 
swept  away  by  that  feeling  then  and  had 
entered  upon  military  engagements  in 
China,  our  present  position  would  be 
embarrassing  indeed.  But  I  do  not  admit 
that  the  trouble  which  we  are  now  in  is 
due  to  any  expansion  of  Empire.  Never 
was  there  a  less  relevant  observation. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  What  I 
said  was  relevant  in  this  way — that  this 
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extension  of  Empire  required  a  greater 
military  force. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
Our  present  difficulties  arise  entirely  from 
this  war  with  the  two  Republics,  and  cer- 
tainly have  not  arisen  out  of  any  exten- 
sion of  empire.  I  think  I  have  already 
had  the  honour  of  telling  my  noble  friend 
that  they  arise  mainly  from  certain  mis- 
calculations made  in  1881  and  1884.  But, 
be  that  as  it  may,  I  feel  an  equal  difficulty 
in  entering  now  upon  the  question  of  the 
resources  which  this  country  might  have 
at  its  command  in  certain  contingencies, 
which  it  is  very  easy  for  practised  orators 
to  conjure  up.  I  do  not  myself  think 
that  those  contingencies  are  at  hand,  or 
are  likely  to  l>e  at  hand.  But  I  do  say 
that  we  cannot  discuss  the  situation  and 
the  prolwible  resources  of  this  country 
without  necessarily  indulging  in  a  good 
deal  of  conjectural  matter.  Nobody  in 
this  House,  except  two  of  my  noble 
friends  behind  me,  has  faced  the  question 
of  compulsory  service.  Every  other 
nation  depends  for  its  defence  on  com- 
pulsory service,  and  has  for  some 
time  done  so.  We  stand  alone  in ' 
the  world  in  refusing  it.  But  if 
we  refuse  it  we  have  no  precedents  to  go 
by.  We  cannot  appeal  to  their  example  ; 
we  cannot  say,  "  See,  other  nations  have  ' 
tried  it,  and  this  has  failed,  and  that  has 
not."  We  start  by  pursuing  a  road 
entirely  different  from  theirs,  a  road 
which,  on  a  large  scale,  no  nation  has 
pursued  before  us.  It  is  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  it  is  not  to  be  disputed  ;  but ' 
it  must  necessarily  lead  us  to  conjecture 
as  to  what  are  the  resources  which  we 
have  at  our  disposal.  It  must  be  con- 
jectural, because,  as  I  say,  we  have  no 
examples  and  no  precedents  to  guide  us.  ' 
All  that  we  know  is  that  we  are  cut  off 
from  the  resource  which  every  other 
nation  possesses.  We  can  only  use  per- 
suasion and  inducement;  and  how  can 
the  effects  of  persuasion  and  inducement 
which  have  never  before  been  tried  to  the 
same  extent  be  otherwise  than  conjec- 
tural ?  What  possibility  is  there  of  see- 
ing into  the  mind  of  the  Volunteer,  or 
Militiaman,  or  enlisted  recruit,  and  of 
ascertainingto  what  extent  he  will  respond 
to  the  inducements  which  we  offer  ?  The 
noble  lord  said  that,  while  every 
other  Minister  can  tell  you  pre- 
cisely by  looking  merely  at  statistics 
what  force  you  can  bring  into  the  field, 
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with  us  there  never  can  be  anything  1 
a  question  of  judgment  and  hypothei 
and  if  the  noble  Lord  complains  that 
our  case  it  is  only  a  matter  of  conjectu 
I  can  only  say  that  the  absurdity  d 
not  lie  in  our  intentions  and  calculatio 
It  does  not  lie  in  anything  with  wh 
we  can  properly  be  charged.  It  lies 
the  essence  of  human  affairs.  It  lies 
that  form  of  military  organisation  wh 
you  have  deliberately  chosen,  to  wh 
you  deliberately  adhere,  and  which  in 
nature  is  and  must  remain  conjectural, 
think,  therefore,  that  attacking  us  becai 
we  do  not  spread  forth  an  exact  picti 
of  the  resources  which  we  can  have 
our  disposal,  while  all  the  time  our  crit 
carefully  avoid  discussing  the  alternati 
the  only  alternative  that  is  possible,  1 
alternative  that  is  present  to  everybod 
mind — I  think  that  that  is  not  a  fashion 
controversy  whichiwill  aid  us  in  achi 
ing  a  very  satisfactory  result.  I  mi 
separate  myself  from  some  of  the  pei 
mistic  language  used  by  the  noble  1a 
this  evening,  because,  from  looking 
history,  I  see  that  England  at  seve 
times  has  begun  her  wars  under  vc 
poor  conditions.  I  ventured  some  ti] 
ago  to  recommend  the  noble  Lord  to  re 
the  early  days  in  the  life  of  the  Duke 
Wellington — about  the  time  of  the  & 
vention  of  Cintra. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  Oh, 
have  read  them. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBUR 
Then  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  adr 
that  if  he  had  been  living  at  that  til 
he  could  have  made  even  a  more  glooi 
speech  than  he  has  made  now.  I  do  i 
know  what  he  would  have  said  of  1 
Walcheren  Expedition. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  thi 
we  should  both  have  agreed  there. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  ^ 
can  both  of  us  remember  the  beginning 
the  Crimean  War,  and  I  think  the  nol 
Lord,  while  not  in  a  responsible  positi 
in  the  Cabinet,  was  in  office  at  that  tin 
I  remember  the  kind  of  comments  whi 
the  leader  of  the  then  Opposition,  II 
Disraeli,  made  in  the  months  of  Novc 
bor  and  December,  1854,  about  the  c< 
dition  to  which  England  was  reduo 
We  had  precisely  the  difficulties  wh: 
vou  hold  before  us  now.     We  could  i 
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then  get  men.  We  had  to  engage 
foreigners.  I  remember  that  Dover 
Castle  was,  I  think,  occupied  by  a 
number  of  Germans,  and  so  we  were 
unable,  without  appealing  to  foreign 
assistance,  to  provide  the  necessary 
troops  for  our  Army  in  the  field.  I 
remember  Mr.  Disraeli's  denunciations 
of  "the  mercenary  cut-throats  "  which 
we  had  to  employ  and  the  remonstrances 
we  received  from  foreign  countries  on 
account  of  that  expression. ' 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I 
defended  them  and  was  violently 
attacked. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  That 
war  had  been  going  on,  I  think,  for  some 
seven  or  eight  months  after  the  declara- 
tion of  hostilities,  yet  wo  came  out  of  it 
all  right,  and  we  came  out  of  the  Penin- 
sular War  in  the  same  way,  though  I  will 
not  say  exactly  the  same  thing  about  the 
Walcheren  expedition.  On  the  whole,  I 
do  not  think  that  our  fathers  allowed 
themselves  to  be  discouraged  by  so  short 
a  period  of  misfortune.  As  to  the  present 
war,  we  hope  that  even  now  the  change 
in  the  tide  is  coming ;  but,  at  all  events, 
we  can  take  a  lesson  from  the  example  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  us,  not  to 
allow  ourselves  to  be  cast  down  or  dis- 
couraged by  difficulties  produced  by  a 
very  remarkable  conjunction  of  military 
development  and  political  events.  We  are 
convinced  that  now,  as  generally  and  as 
almost  always  in  the  past,  we  shall  bring 
our  undertakings  to  a  successful  issue,  and 
we  do  not  think  that  any  attempt  to 
wrench  the  institutions  of  the  country  or 
to  bring  before  the  minds  of  the  people 
dangers  which  do  not  really  exist  will 
lead  us  to  ultimate  success.  What  we 
propose  is  what  we  believe  will  be  ade- 
quate for  the  emergency  that  is  now 
before  us.  We  do  not  realise  or  believe 
in  the  contingencies  that  you  represent  to 
us ;  but,  of  course,  nothing  is  certain  in 
this  world.  Contingencies  may  arise 
which  we  have  no  means  of  foreseeing  ; 
dangers  may  appear  which  now  we  do  not 
fear.  When  the  time  comes  we  shall 
meet  them,  I  hope,  with  a  stout  heart, 
and  we  shall  steadily  persevere  in  the 
course  which  we  have  undertaken.  We 
shall  give  to  the  utmost  extent  the  full 
expression  of  the  free  valour  and  enter- 
prise of  this  country — that  course  which 
has  always  hitherto  led  us  to  the  safety 


of  the  Empire  and  to  ultimate  victory — 
and  we  do  not  think  that  any  advantage 
is  now  to  be  obtained  by  taking  a  gloomy 
view,  or  by  resorting  to  experiments  that 
have  never  been  tried  before. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  Lords, 
the  speech  the  noble  Marquess  has  just 
made  is  one  which  was  full  of  historical 
reminiscence,  but  which  has  not,  I  think, 
in  the  smallest  degree  alleviated  the 
apprehensions  and  uneasiness  which  sit 
on  the  minds  of  most  of  your  Lordships. 
We  wanted  to  know  what  steps  the 
Government  were  going  to  take  in  order 
to  organise  the  valour  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  empire.  Of 
that  we  have  not  been  told  a  word.  In- 
deed, I  think  to-night  we  arc  left  even 
more  in  the  dark  than  we  were  at  the 
beginning  of  this  discussion.  On  Monday 
night  I  certainly  understood  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  to  say  that  he  hoped  by 
the  end  of  this  month  there  would  be 
200,000  British  troops  in  South  Africa, 
and  that  there  would  be  50,000  more  to 
follow. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  said  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  stated  that 
50,000  men  were  ordered,  or  on  their 
way,  to  South  Africa.  I  did  not  say  they 
were  extra  to  the  200,000. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  That  was 
the  impression  given  to  me,  and  I  think 
if  the  noble  Marquess  will  read  the 
report  of  his  speech  as  given  in  The.  Times 
he  will  see  that  it  is  a  legitimate  con- 
clusion to  draw  from  the  report.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  now  hear  that  these 
50,000  men  who  have  been  put  forward 
as  the  reserve  force  which  is  to  go  into 
South  Africa  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  are  to  be  produced  by  a  certain 
number  of  men  who  are  now  on  the  sea, 
and  that,  besides  that,  the  number  of  the 
Militia  to  remain  in  this  country  is  also 
to  be  reduced  to  make  up  the  50,000. 
Even  if  the  operations  of  Lord  Roberts 
are  successful  on  the  Modder  River, 
and  a  way  is  found  to  get  round 
the  "  entanglement "  of  Ladysmith, 
we  shall  still  have  before  us  large  opera- 
tions. We  shall  require  to  advance 
through  the  Free  State.  We  shall  have 
to  provide  for  an  ever-lengthening  line  of 
communication,  and  we  should  be  pre- 
pared to  send  out  to  South  Africa  a  con- 
tinuous flow  of  troops — 10,000  a  month 
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— if  we  are  to  carry  out  these  operations 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  noble 
Marquess  has  stated  that  the  criticisms 
from  this  side  of  the  House  have  been 
based  upon  the  fact  that  the  figures  of  the 
Government  are  conjectural  and  uncer- 
tain. I  think  the  noble  Marquess  might 
have  done  away  with  much  of  the  con- 
jecture by  offering  larger  inducements  to 
men  to  join  both  the  regular  Army  and 
the  Militia.  More  and  more  has  the  cost 
of  labour  increased  throughout  the 
country,  and  more  and  more  is  it  neces- 
sary, if  you  are  going  to  get  men  from 
the  lal>ouring  classes  to  voluntarily  join 
the  ranks,  to  secure  to  them  advan- 
tages similar  to  those  which  they 
would  have  if  they  remained  in 
civil  life.  Throughout  this  discussion 
not  one  word  has  been  said  as  to  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  soldiers  of  the  Regular 
Army,  yet  such  a  proposal  would  do  much 
to  increase  the  number  of  men  who 
would  be  prepared  to  join  the  Army. 
More  than  once  to-night  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Volunteers  are  to  be  treated.  I  am  sure 
it  is  impossible  to  expect  Volunteers  to  go 
out  into  camp  for  a  month  in  the  year, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to 
give  Volunteers  so  much  training  in  large 
numbers.  I  believe  their  training  can 
be  sufficiently  attended  to  in  small  bodies, 
and  that  plenty  of  company  drill,  given, 
perhaps,  early  in  the  morning  or  late  in 
the  evening  during  the  summer  months, 
would  do  much  to  fit  the  Volunteers  for 
Active  service  if  they  were  called  upon, 
especially  if  some  additional  facilities  and 
inducements  were  given  them  to  become 
first  -  rate  shots.  The  Volunteers  of 
this  country,  after  all,  are  not,  as 
a  body,  first-rate  shots.  1  believe 
50  per  cent,  of  them  never  get 
out  of  the  third  class.  Both  soldiers  and 
Volunteers  alike  are  starved  in  amuni- 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  practice.  The 
noble  Earl  who  opened  this  discussion 
said  he  differed  from  me  in  my  remarks 
al>out  ranges.  The  noble  Earl  misappre- 
hended me.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  say 
that  a  man  can  become  the  very  best  of 
shots  by  simply  practising  at  short  ranges. 
What  I  said  was  that  all  the  essentials  of 
rifle  shooting  could  be  attained  by  prac- 
tice at  short  ranges,  and  that  when  men 
were  efficient  at  short  ranges  they  could 
l>e  taken  to  long  ranges.  A  very  singular 
proof  of  the  truth  of  what  I  say  is  to  be 
found  in  the  shooting  competition  which 
Tjord  Twmlmouth. 


took  place  last  year  in  Belgium.  There  the 
British  marksmen — men  picked  from  the 
ranks,  and  practically  the  best  shots  in  Great 
Britain- -came  out  very  low  indeed;  they 
occupied  the  fifth  place,  I  believe,  amongst 
the  various  nationalities  who  competed. 
Curiously  enough,  the  Belgian  and  the 
Swiss  marksmen  were  men  who  had  been 
trained  at  short  ranges,  and  who  had  only 
fired  at  long  ranges  in  practising  for  that 
particular  competition.  I  think  that 
proves  that  my  argument  is  a  sound  and 
practical  one.  The  noble  Earl  also  found 
fault  with  me  for  saying  that  the  most 
effective  shooting  during  the  present  war 
had  been  at  comparatively  short  range.  I 
adhere  to  that  opinion.  At  Colenso, 
where,  I  suppose,  the  marksmanship  of 
the  Boers  came  in  more  effectively  than 
anywhere  else,  800  yards  was  the  extreme 
distance  of  the  Boer  riflemen  from  our  own 
men.  It  is  impossible  to  make  good 
practice  at  1,000,  1,200,  and  1,500  yards; 
if  it  is  done  it  is  more  by  a  fluke  than 
good  management.  I  regret  that  the 
Government  have  not  l>een  able  on  this 
occasion  to  explain  and  extend  their  state- 
ment with  regard  to  their  proposals  to 
carry  on  the  war  with  success.  I  hope 
the  plans  they  have  made  will  prove 
successful  and  sufficient ;  but  if  they  do 
not,  on  the  Government  will  be  the 
responsibility. 

Viscount  FALKLAND:  My  Lords, 
before  the  debate  on  the  Militia  comes  on 
on  Tuesday  next  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the 
necossary  practice  of  Militia  regiments 
taking  place  in  different  months  it  is  found 
that  men  are  serving  in  two,  and  some 
times  in  three  different  Militia  regiments. 
It  is  needless  to  point  out  how  material 
this  fact  is  in  considering  the  number  of 
men  we  can  call  out  for  service.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  guard  against  one  man  taking  the  part 
of  three  in  the  future. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  have  heard  the  statement  made  just  now 
by  the  noble  Lord  on  several  occasions, 
and  it  is  conceivable  that  there  may  be 
cases  of  fraudulent  enlistment  such  as  he 
describes.  They  would  be  very  difficult 
to  detect ;  but  if  we  are  able  to  have  a 
large  number  of  Militia  battalions  up 
simultaneously  for  training,  we  shall 
then,  I  think,  find  out  in  the  most  prac- 
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tical    manner   whether    one  man  is  en- 
rolled in  more  than  one  battalion. 

The  House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five 
minute*  before  Eight  of  the 
clock,  till  To-morrow  half- 
past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  \bth  February,  1900. 


PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 


SOUTHPORT    AND     LYTHAM    TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL. 

"To  empower  the  Southport  District 
Tramroad  Company  to  construct  certain 
tramroads,  tramway,  and  bridge  between 
Southport  and  Lytham ;  and  for  other 
purposes, "read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 
to  tne  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  2). 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in   by  Mr.   James   Stuart  and  Mr.  John 
Burns. 


PETITIONS. 


MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  RILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Glenesk ; 
Rosewell ;  Arniston  ;  Niddrie  ;  Loan- 
head  ;  Newbattle;  Wallyford ;  Polton; 
Carberry ;  South  Normanton  :  and  Gill- 
head  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BRITISH  MUSEUM. 
Petition  of  the  Trustees  of   the  British 
Museum  (Queen's  Recommendation  signi- 
fied), for  grant   in  aid ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 


ARMY  (ORDNANCE   FACTORIES)  (SUP- 
PLEMENTARY ESTIMATE,  1899-1900.) 

Copy  presented, — of  Estimate  of  the 
Further  Amount  required  during  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1900,  for  the  service 
of  the  Ordnance  Factories  [by  Command] ; 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  49.] 
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STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 
COUNTRIES). 
Copy  presented, — of  Statistical  Abstract 
for  the  principal  and  other  Foreign 
Countries  in  each  year  from  1888  to 
1897-8  (Twenty-sixth  Number)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


COLONIAL  STATISTICS, 
Copy  presented,— of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  the  Colonial  and  other  Posses- 
sions of  the  United  Kingdom.  Part  XXII. 
for  the  years  1894-5-6  [by  Command]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRUSTEE   SAVINGS   BANKS. 
Copy    presented, — of    Eighth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Committee  for  the  year  ended  20th 
November,   1899  [by  Act]  ;   to  lie  upon 
to  be  r 


the  Table,  and 


printed.     [No.  50.] 


POST  OFFICE  TELEGRAPHS. 
Account  presented, — showing  the  gross 
amount  received  and  expended  on  account 
of  the  Telegraph  Service  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1899,  &c.  [by  Act]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  l>e  printed. 
[No.  51.] 

BARRACKS  ACT,  1890. 
Account  presented, — showing  the  money 
raised  and  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  the  securities  created  in  respect 
thereof,  and  the  amount  expended  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act  to  the  31st  March, 
1899,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Accountant  General  thereon  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  52.] 

PUBLIC    OFFICES    (ACQUISITION     OF 
SITE)  ACT,  1895,  SESSION  2  ;    PUBLIC 
OFFICES  (WESTMINSTER)  SITE  ACT, 
1896  ;  PUBLIC  OFFICES  (WHITEHALL) 
SITE  ACT,  1897;  AM)  PUBLIC   BUILD- 
INGS EXPENSES  ACT,  1898. 
Account     presented,  —  showing     the 
moneys    issued   under   the  provisions  of 
the  Acts,. the  securities  created  in  respect 
thereof,  and  the  amount  expended  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Acts  to  the  31st  March, 
1898  ;  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  53.] 

ARMY    (ORDNANCE    FACTORIES) 
(APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT). 

Appropriation  Account  presented, — of 
the  sums  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 
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expense  of  the  ordnance  factories,  the  pro- 
ductions of  which  have  been  charged  to 
other  Votes  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1899,  together  with  the  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  54.] 

ARMY  (APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT). 

Copy  presented, — of  the  Appropriation 
Account  for  1898-9,  with  the  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon,  etc.  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  55.] 

NAVY  (APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT). 
Copy  presented, — of  the  Appropriation 
Account  for  1898,-9,  with  the  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon,  etc.  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  56.] 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  29th  January,  1900,  entitled  The 
North  Eastern  Rhodesia  Order  in  Council, 
1900  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890, 
THE  CONSULAR  SALARIES  AND 
FEES  ACT,  1891,  AND  THE  FOREIGN 
MARRIAGE  ACT,  1892. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  29th  January,  1900,  entitled  The 
Japan  (Consular  and  Marriage  Fees)  Order 
in  Council,  1900  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  29th  January,  1900,  entitled  The 
China  and  Corca  (Consular  and  Marriage 
Fees)  Order  in  Council,  1900  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COLONIAL    PROBATES    ACT,     1892. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  29th  January,  1900,  applying  the 
Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892,  to  the 
British  Possession  of  the  Island  of  St. 
Helena  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ACTS, 
1865  AND  1869. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  29  th  January,  approving  a 
Memorial  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  praying  sanction  to  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  number  of  Naval 
and    Greenwich    Hospital    Pensions    to 


Naval  and  Marine  Officers  of  the  Retired 
and  Pensioned  List  of  Her  Majesty's 
Navy  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 

Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Noa. 
!  2380  and  2381  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
'  upon  the  Table. 

!  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES. 

|  Copy  ordered, — "  of  Statement  showing 
the  Production  and  Consumption  of  Alco- 
holic Beverages  (Wine,  Beer,  and  Spirits) 
in  the  various  Countries  of  Europe,  in 
the  United  States,  and  in  the  principal 
British  Colonies ;  together  with  Statisti- 
cal Tables  relating  thereto,  in  each  year 
from  1885  to  1898,  as  far  as  the  particu- 
lars can  be  stated  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  72,  of  Session 
1899)."— {Mr.  Ritchu.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon    the    Table,    and    to    be    printed. 

[No.  57.] 

SEA  FISHERIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
1  KINGDOM. 

Copy  ordered, — "  of  Statistical  Tables 
and  Memorandum  relating  to  the  Sea 
Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
year  1899  ;  including  also  a  Return 
showing  the  quantity  of  fish  carried  by 
railway  from  each  of  the  principal  ports 
of  England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  in  each  year  from  1894  to  1899, 
inclusive  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  71,  of  Session  1899).,,— (Mr. 
Ritchie.) 


Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
58.] 

TRADE  UNION  FUNDS  (BANKING). 
Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  number 
of  societies  or  clubs,  other  than  friendly 
societies  and  charitable  and  provident 
institutions,  which  have  been  permitted 
by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  or 
their  Comptroller  General,  to  invest 
under  the  Savings  Bank  Acts  without 
restriction  as  to  amount,  giving  the  desig- 
nation and  specifying  the  objects  of  the 
said  societies." — (Mr.  Woods.) 

RIFLE  RANGES  CLOSED  IN  EASTERN 
DISTRICT. 

Addressfor  "  Return  of  rifle  ranges  closed 
in  the  Eastern  District  since  the  gradual 
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issue  of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle,  beginning 
in  1890."— (Mr.  Powdl-Williams.) 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-BOER  INVA- 
SION OF  ZULULAND— POLICY  OF 
EMPLOYING  SOUTH  AFRICAN 
NATIVE  OR  INDIAN  TROOPS. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Boers  have  invaded  Zululand  and 
attacked  the  natives,  and  also  that  natives 
have  been  employed  by  the  Boers  as 
armed  combatants  in  recent  operations, 
he  still  adheres  to  his  statement  made  in 
October  last  that  native  troops  would  not 
be  employed  by  the  Government  in  the 
present  war ;  and  whether  the  same 
pledge  applies  to  the  natives  of  India 
and  to  tne  troops  of  the  native  princes 
who  have  offered  their  services. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  My  hon.  friend  has  wisely  placed 
the  two  branches  of  his  question  in 
different  paragraphs,  for,  I  need  hardly 
say,  there  is  no  resemblance  or  analogy 
whatever  between  the  native  tribes  of 
South  Africa  and  the  native  princes  of 
India  and  their  troops.  The  aid  of  the 
latter  we  should  be  proud  to  have  in  a 
war  carried  on  under  ordinary  conditions. 
The  statement  of  policy,  however,  to 
which  my  hon.  friend  refers  was  based  on 
the  idea  that  the  war  in  South  Africa  wa9 
not  to  be  carried  on  under  ordinary  con 
ditions,  and  that  by  common  consent  it 
was  decided  it  should  be  confined  to  the 
two  European  races  chiefly  concerned.  If 
the  Boers  adopt  a  course  inconsistent  with 
this  idea  we  should,  of  course,  hold  our- 
selves free  .to  reconsider  our  decision. 

Mr.  YERBURGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Boers  have  invaded  Zulu- 
land;  and  whether  provision  has  been 
made  for  enabling  the  Zulus  to  defend 
themselves  against  such  aggression. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  1  have  been  informed 
that  on  three  occasions,  two  of  them 
recent,  the  Boers  have  invaded  Zululand, 
and    in    one    district    have     seized     as 


prisoners  the  magistrate  with  his  staff 
and  police,  while  in  another  they  have 
plundered  all  the  stores.  It  is  also  re- 
ported that  a  commando  with  guns  is 
moving  further  into  Zululand.  These 
acts  have  caused  great  alarm  and  unrest 
among  the  Zulus,  which  must  spread 
among  the  Natal  natives.  The*  conse- 
quences throughout  South  Africa  of  such 
raids  on  native  territories  cannot  fail  to 
be  very  serious.  The  Natal  Ministers 
have  stated  that  they  can  no  longer  hold 
themselves  responsible  for  the  peaceful 
attitude  of  the  Zulus  ;  and  Sir  A.  Milner, 
while  greatly  deploring  the  invasion  of 
Zululand,  points  out  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  tacit  compact  that  natives  should  not 
be  dragged  into  this  war.  I  may  add  that 
it  has  been  decided  that  if  native  terri- 
tory in  the  Cape  Colony  is  deliberately 
invaded,  the  natives  will  be  encouraged 
and  assisted  in  every  way  to  defend 
themselves. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin). 
In  view  of  the  extreme  gravity,  which 
everyone  will  allow,  of  the  answer  made 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  question  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chester,  and  the 
answer  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  may 
I  be  permitted  to  ask  these  two  supple- 
mentary questions  of  the  First  Lord — 
First,  whether  he  will  take  care  that  the 
utmost  certainty  shall  be  secured  as  to 
the  reality  and  authority  of  the  Boer 
attacks  on  the  natives ;  and,  secondly, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  this,  as  in  so 
many  other  instances  of  alleged  violation 
of  the  practices  of  war,  there  are  charges 
and  counter-charges  on  both  sides  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  regards  the 
second  question,  I  am  not  aware  there  has 
been  any  allegation  in  this  case  of  any 
violation  of  the  practices  of  war.  As 
regards  the  first,  asking  that  the  most 
careful  investigation  shall  be  made,  I  can 
give  him  every  assurance  he  thinks 
desirable  on  that  subject. 

PROPOSED  DAY  OF  HUMILIATION. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  as  on  28th  February, 
1855,  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
issued  a  Proclamation  that  Wednesday, 
2l8t  March,  1855,  be  observed  as  a  day 
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of  solemn  fast,  humiliation,  and  prayer, 
for  a  blessing  on  our  arms,  and  the 
restoration  of  peace,  Her  Majesty's 
present  advisers  will  tender  to  the 
Sovereign  similar  advice  that  such  a  day 
may  be  appointed  as  was  done  during  the 
Crimean,  War. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  shall  be 
glad  if  my  hon.  friend  will  put  this  ques- 
tion down  for  Monday. 


DUTCH     PRISONERS    AT    SIMON'S 
TOWN. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
cablegram  from  Capo  Town  stating  that 
three  Dutch  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
detained  in  custody  at  Simon's  Town  had 
been  suddenly  removed  to  a  district  where 
martial  law  had  been  proclaimed,  in  spite 
of  the  issue  of  a  writ  by  the  Cape 
Supreme  Court  calling  upon  their  custo- 
dian to  show  cause  why  they  were  de- 
tained; and  will  he  explain  by  whose 
orders  the  prisoners  were  so  removed,  and 
where  they  are  now  detained. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  My  atten- 
tion has  l>een  called  to  a  telegram  in  Tlw 
Times  of  10th  February,  which  does  not 
exactly  correspond  with  the  hon.  Member's 
statement.  I  am  making  enquiry  by  tele- 
graph as  to  the  facts. 

DISLOYALTY  IN  CAPE  COLONY. 
Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  information  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  shows  that  the 
number  of  Cape  Colonists  who  are 
joining  the  forces  of  the  Boers  is  increas- 
ing ;  whether  the  withdrawal  of  British 
troops  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Rens- 
burg  has  been  hastened  by  the  disaffection 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  whether  the  area 
of  disaffection  throughout  the  colony  is 
increasing. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  no 
information  on  this  point  which  I  can 
give  to  the  hon.  Member. 

TRANSVAAL  (JOLD   MINES. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the   Colonies  whether  the  notice  issued 


by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  on  the  26th 
January,  1900,  pledging  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  refuse  to  recognise  and  to 
treat  as  invalid  confiscations  of  gold 
mines  in  the  Transvaal  was  issued  on  the 
advice  of  the  Foreign  Office,  or  on  advice 
from  any  other  departments  of  the 
Home  Administration. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  notice 
was  issued  under  instructions  given  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  after  due  con- 
sideration of  the  legal  and  other  aspects 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Did  this 
instruction  come  from  the  Colonial  Office 
in  the  first  instance  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


DELAGOA    BAY— NEUTRALITY  OF 
PORTUGAL. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FL ANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  can  state  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  is  satisfied  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Portugal  is  fully  observing  its 
duty  of  neutrality  in  regard  to  Delagoa 
Bay,  and  effectively  preventing  the 
irregular  use  of  that  port  during  the  war ; 
and  what  steps  are  being  taken  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  matter. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  in- 
structions given  by  the  Government  of 
Portugal  are  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
their  intention  fully  to  observe  their 
duty  of  neutrality  in  the  present  war. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  through- 
out given  most  attentive  consideration  to 
the  situation  in  Delagoa  Bay,  and  we  are 
in  constant  communication  with  the 
officer  commanding  the  Fleet  in  those 
waters  and  with  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Lorenzo  Marques. 

NAVAL  WAR  DESPATCHES. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, can  he  explain  why  the  des- 
patches describing  the  operations  of  the 
Naval  Brigade  at  the  battles  of  Graspan 
and  Colenso  have  not  yet  been  published, 
although  the  despatches  describing  the 
operations  of  the  military  forces  in  those 


61 


Questions. 


{15  February  1900} 


Questions. 


62 


battles  were  published  in  the  London 
Gazette,  of  the  26th  January  last ;  is  the 
delay  due  to  the  Admiralty,  to  the  War 
Office,  or  to  the  action,  or  forbearance 
from  action,  of  the  generals  in  the  field ; 
will  he  take  steps  to  secure  the  immediate 

Eublication  of  these  despatches ;  and  will 
e  also  take  steps  to  secure  that  in  future 
the  despatches- describing  the  operations 
of  the  Naval  Brigade  are  published  at  the 
same  time  as  those  describing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  military  forces  on  the  same 
occasions. 

*The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.)  (for 
Mr.  Goschen)  :  In  my  answer  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  Eastern 
Division  of  Berkshire,  I  stated  that  I  was 
making  certain  inquiries  by  telegraph. 
As  no  definite  answer  has  been  received  I 
will  telegraph  again. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  That  is 
not  a  reply  to  my  question.  I  asked 
why. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY :  I  have  given  the 
answer  I  have  been  instructed  to  give. 

TRANSPORT  CONTRACTS— THE  PENIN- 
SULAR AND  ORIENTAL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what  contracts 
for  the  transport  of  troops  and  stores 
for  the  war  in  the  Transvaal  have  been 
entered  into  between  the  Admiralty  and 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamship 
Company;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
member  of  the  Government  is  a  director 
of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamship 
Company ;  and  whether  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  practice  for  a  Government  De- 
partment to  enter  into  contracts  with 
companies  of  which  members  of  the 
Administration  are  directors. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  We  have  char- 
tered many  vessels  belonging  to  the  P.  and 
O.  Steamship  Company  for  the  transport 
of  troops  to  South  Africa,  particulars  of 
which  will  be  given  in  the  return  now 
lwing  prepared.  I  presume  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  is  a  director  of 
the  company,  as  the  hon.  Member  says 
so,  but  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  I  do  not 
know  precedents  in  the  case  one  way  or 
the  other. 


SOLDIERS'  ESTATES  AND  THE  DEATH 
DUTIES. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  could  see  his 
way  to  introduce  any  legislation  for  the 
reduction  of  succession  or  probate  duties 
payable  by  the  estates  of  soldiers  killed 
on  active  service. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  estates  of  sailors, 
marines,  and  soldiers  killed  on  active 
service  are  now  exempt  from  probate  or 
estate  duties.  I  do  not  think  this  exemp- 
tion should  be  extended  to  succession 
duties.  To  do  so  would  really  be  in 
certain  cases  to  relieve  comparatively 
distant  relations  or  strangers  obtaining 
an  inheritance  by  the  death  of  a  soldier 
at  an  unexpectedly  early  date.  I  do  not 
see  why  such  persons  should  receive  the 
inheritance  free  of  tax.  Of  course  it 
would  very  rarely  happen  that  the  estate 
was  of  sufficient  value  to  be  liable. 

Mr.     JAMES      LOWTHER    (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Could  it  not  apply  to  lineals  7 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  do  not 
think  that  would  be  fair. 

COMMANDS  AT  THE  FRONT. 
Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH 
(Manchester,  N.W.) :  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Meml>er  for  S.  Salford,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  seeing  that  several  changes 
recently  made  in  the  officers  commanding 
the  several  divisions  and  brigades  in  the 
army  on  the  Modder  River,  the  supreme 
command  of  which  has  recently  been 
taken  over  by  Lord  Roberts,  he  is  in  a 
position  to  give  the  names  of  the  several 
officers  at  present  commanding  divisions 
and  brigades  in  that  army. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  :  No, 
Sir,  we  have  no  information. 


IRISH    MILITIA— ALLEGED   COERCION 
TO  VOLUNTEER 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  when  Irish  Militia 
regiments  are  brought  to  England  and 
the  men  are  asked  to  volunteer  for  service 
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at  the  front,  he  will  provide  Members  of 
this  House  who  may  wish  to  visit  Militia- 
men belonging  to  their  constituencies 
who  are  in  such  regiments,  with  the 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  in  what  way 
they  were  asked  to  volunteer  for  the  front, 
and  whether  they  were  free  agents  or  not, 
and  with  the  necessary  authority  to  inter- 
view them  on  these  points. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.) :  Arising  out  of  that  question,  may  I 
ask  my  hon.  friend  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  on  a 
recent  occasion  is  reported  to  have  ad- 
vised Irish  soldiers  to  shoot  their  English 
comrades  and  join  the  Boers  ? 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Don't  stand 
that. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :    Order,  order  !   That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question.  I 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  reply  to  the  ! 
hon.  Member  who  asked  the  original  | 
question,  I  have  to  say  that  this  would  be  , 
quite  contrary  to  military  discipline. 

Mr.  CREAN   (Queen's  Co.,   Ossory) :  | 
Is  the  hon.  gentleman  aware  that  several 
of   the   soldiers    have    written    to   their . 
friends  saying  that  they  have  been  coerced  ■ 
into  volunteering  1  i 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:    No,  Sir;    I  have' 
no  information  to  that  effect,  and  I  believe 
the  case  has  been  misrepresented. 

Mr.  CREAN:  I  have  a  letter  my- 
self  

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
give  the  hon.  Gentleman  notice  that  if  he 
brings  Kilkenny  Militia  into  this  countrv 
I  shall— 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  This  is 
not  the  time  to  give  notice. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  6th 
Battalion  Royal  Irish  Rifles  (Louth 
Militia),  stationed  at  Sheffield  Barracks, 
have  signified  their  objection  to  go  to  the 
front  in  South  Africa  ;  and  if  so,  whether 
the  men  are  within  their  rights  in  refusing 


for  foreign  service ;  and  whether  he  will 
see  that  no  undue  pressure  is  pub  upon 
them  to  compel  or  induce  them  to  go. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I   have  no   infor- 

i  mation  to  the  effect  stated  in  the  question. 
But,  as  I  have  before  informed  the  hon. 

|  Member,  commanding  officers  have  re- 
ceived the  most  explicit  Orders  not  to 

i  place  any  pressure  upon  their  men  to 
accept  service  in  South  Africa,  and  the 
Secretary    of    State    has    no  reason  to 

\  believe     that     such    pressure    is    being 

I  exercised. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  May  I  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  considering 
he  asked  me  to  postpone  the  question,  he 
instituted  the  inquiries  which  he  promised 
to  make  ? 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  cannot  accept 
the  statement  that  I  promised  to  make 
any  inquiry.  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  given  the  answer  I  have  given 
this  afternoon. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  am  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Move  the 
adjournment. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER: 
fully  answered. 


The  question  has  been 


1  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  will  take 
!  the  earliest  opportunity  to  raise  the 
j  question  of  the  kidnapping  of  Irish 
,  Militiamen  to  send  them  abroad. 

| 

|      Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:    I  beg  to 

■  ask   the   Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

I  War  whether  he  can  explain  the  method 

,  adopted  by  the  colonel  of  the  3rd  Royal 

1  Munster  Fusiliers  (Militia),  now  stationed 

at  Dover,  en  route  to  South  Africa  on  the 

21st  inst.,  to  ascertain   whether  any  of 

,  the  men  were  willing  to  volunteer  for  the 

;  front ;  whether  he  will  inquire  if  the  men 

were   asked   en  musse  while  on  parade ; 

.  whether   he  is   aware  that  very  few  of 

I  them  understood  the  colonel's  words ;  also 

that  sgme  men  who  were  not  on  parade 

at  the  time  afterwards  explained  to  their 

officers   that  they   were   not  willing  to 

,  volunteer  or  be  bound  by  what  happened 

on  parade  on  the  occasion,  and  were  then 
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told  that  the  majority  had  volunteered, 
and  that  they  were  bound  to  go  with 
them ;  whether  he  will  order,  before  this 
regiment  is  sent  to  the  front  on  the  21st 
inst.,  that  eaeh  man  is  asked  separately 
if  he  wishes  to  volunteer,  and  allowed 
reasonable  time  to  give  his  reply,  and 
that  he  is  protected  against  any  attempt 
to  influence  him  in  his  decision;  and 
whether  he  will  give  the  necessary 
authority  to  Irish  Members  of  this  House 
to  interview  any  of  their  constituents 
who  are  amongst  the  3rd  Royal  Munster 
Fusiliers. 

♦Mb,  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  in  the  War  Office ; 
but  strict  orders  are  given  that  no  pres- 
sure is  to  be  put  upon  the  men ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  not  disposed  to 
interfere  with  the  commanding  officer, 
who,  he  does  not  doubt,  did  his  duty. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Perhaps 
now  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  if  he  did  not  send  me  a  letter 
from  his  Department  asking  me  to  post- 
pone a  question  in  order  that  he  might 
make  inquiry,  and  did  he  not  tell  me  that 
personally  ? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion. It  has  escaped  my  memory  if  I 
said  so.  A  letter  may  have  been  sent  on 
ruy  Yiehalf. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Are  we  to  i  notice. 
understand  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
not  responsible  for  letters  that  come  from 
his  Department  1 


Africa,  without  having  been  given  any 
option  of  accepting  or  declining  active 
service ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  statement  of  the  Cardinal  on  the 
subject  of  the  grievances  of  this  man, 
that  "he  knows  as  little  of  what  he 
is  alx)ut  as  a  bullock  being  led  to  the 
shambles  " 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !  This 
illustrates  the  inconvenience  of  not  putting 
questions  down.  Members  read  out  what 
would  be  struck  out  as  irregular  if  the 
question  were  duly  handed  in. 

Mr.     M'GHEE:     I  am   only   quoting 
from  the  Cardinal's  letter. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Perhaps  I  may  in- 
form the  hon.  Meml>er  that  I  have  not 
received  his  private  notice.  I  should  be 
glad  if  hon.  M  embers  would  give  me  two 
or  three  days  notice  of  these  questions. 

Mr.    M'GHEE:     The  case  is    urgent, 
I  because  this  man  will  soon  be  gone. 

|      .MR.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  May  I  ask 
I  whether  a  message  sent  by  special  mes- 
senger to  the  War  Office  before  noon  is 
I  likely  to  reach  the  hon.  Member  ? 

|  ♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  certain  to  be 
there,    but    when    there    are    thirty-five 

'  questions  put  down  I  cannot  undertake 
to  reply  to  such  questions  without  fuller 


♦MR.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  remained 
standing. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  When  I  call  the  hon. 
Member  to  order  I  must  ask  him  to 
resume  his  seat. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  a  question  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice — namely,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  letter 
dated  12th  February,  in  the  Irish  press, 
from  Dr.  Logue,  the  Cardinal  Primate  of 
Ireland,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  a 
Militiaman  named  Duffy,  under  orders,  as 
he  believes,  for  military  service  in  South 

VOL.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


IRISH  ROMAN  CATHOLICS-SEDITIOUS 
CIRCULARS. 

|  *Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON :  I  beg 
;  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  Cxeneral  for  Ireland 
,  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  green 

handbill  circulated  in  Dublin  addressed 
!  to  Irish  Roman   Catholics,   and  headed 

"  England's  Robber  War,"  in  which  it  is 

stated,   on   the    authority    of  the    Rev. 

Father  Kavanagh,  that  every  man  who 
■  engages  in  such  war  if  he  dies  in  it  must 
|  suffer  the  loss  of  his  soul ;  and  what  steps 
:  the  Government  propose  to  take  in 
|  reference  to  the  printing  and  circulating 
;  of  such  documents. 

;  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
!  deny,  N.) :  Circulars  such  as  are  described  in 
I  the  question  containing  a  letter  purporting 
I  to  have  been  written  by  the  Rev.  Father 
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Kavanagh  have,  it  is  believed,  been  cir- 
culated privately  to  a  limited  extent  in 
Dublin.  The  police  have  been  instructed 
to  seize  and  destroy  the  circulars  when 
found.  The  matter  is  being  carefully 
watched,  but  up  to  the  present  the 
Government  have  not  considered  it 
necessary  to  take  further  action. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
circular  puts  this  forward  as  the  doctrine 
of  the  Catholic  Church  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  Is  it  not  perfectly  notorious  in 
Dublin  that  the  circular  was  got  out  by 
the  Orange  party  1 

[No  answer  was  given.  ] 

CAPTURED  CANNON. 
MR.T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.): 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  number  and  descrip- 1 
tion  of  the  cannon  captured  by  the  Boers 
from  the  British  forces  since  the  opening 
of  the  present  war  down  to  the  latest  in- 
formation in  the  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  how  many  of  the  Boer  cannon 
have  been  captured  by  the  British  forces 
within  the  same  period. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  regret  to  say  I 
have  not  the  information  here.     But  the 
number  of  guns  captured  has  been  pub- 
lished several    times,   and    there   is   no  I 
objection  to  publishing  them  now.     But  I 
I  do  deprecate  for  the  future  publishing  I 
the  debit  and  credit  until  the  account  is 
closed. 

Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN  :   When  will  that  be  ? 

Subsequently  Mr.  Wyndham  supplied 
the  following  figures  to  the  press — "  The 
Boers  have  captured  twelve  15-pounder 
field  guns,  seven  7-pounder  mountain 
guns.  The  British  forces  captured  two 
Boer  guns  at  Elandslaagte  and  one  Maxim 
in  the  sortie  from  Ladysmith  of  the  7th  j 
December.  They  also  destroyed  one  6in. 
gun  and  two  4*7  howitzers  in  the  sorties 
of  the  7th  and  10th  December." 


VICKERS-MAXIM    QUICK-FIRING 
GUNS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,     Barnsley):     I    beg    to  ask   the 


Under  Secretary  of  State  f«»r  War 
whether  the  Vickers-Maxim  quick-firing 
gun  has  proved  very  effective  in  the 
hands  of  the  Boers ;  and  whether  it  was 
offered  some  years  ago  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  refused  ;  and  if  so,  by 
whose  advice. 

-Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No  reports  on  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Vickere-Maxim  as 
employed  by  the  Boers  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  War  Office  from  South 
Africa.  In  regard  to  the  second  para- 
graph the  gun  was  submitted  for  trial  not 
for  the  Army,  but  for  the  Navy,  to  see  if 
it  would  prove  effective  in  repelling 
attacks  of  torpedo  boats,  and  the  report 
on  it  for  that  purpose  was  not  favour- 
able. I  have  already  told  the  House  that 
we  are  sending  out  a  number  of  these 
guns  to  South  Africa. 


THE  NEW  BATTERIES  OF  ARTILLERY. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  it  l>e  the  intention  of  the  War  Office  to 
arm  the  forty-three  new  batteries  of  artil- 
lery with  guns  similar  to  those  at  present 
in  use  in  South  Africa,  or  with  a  new 
pattern  equal  in  rapiditv  of  fire,  range, 
and  other  qualities  to  the  latest  type  in 
the  possession  of  any  Power. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  new  guns  will 
be  of  the  same  calibre  and  of  about  the 
same  weight  as  the  guns  now  in  South 
Africa.  The  new  equipment  will  be  at 
I  least  equal  in  all  their  principal  features 
I  to  any  field  guns  possessed  by  foreign 
Powers. 


THE  EIGHTH  DIVISION. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  orders  have  been  received 
at  Aldershot  for  the  battalions  of  the 
Eighth  Division  to  draw  clothing  and 
equipment  immediately  on  the  South 
African  scale  and  to  bring  up  their 
establishment  to  war  strength  by  drafts 
from  the  depots;  and  whether  it  is 
intended  that  the  Eighth  Division  should 
proceed  forthwith  to  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  must  ask  my 
hon.  friend  to  excuse  me  from  replying  at 
present  to  this  question. 
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REDUCTION   OF  THE   ROYAL   HORSE 
ARTILLERY   IN  1887. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  a  question,  of  which  I  have  given 
private  notice,  namely,  whether  he  has 
been  able  to  acquire  any  further  infor- 
mation in  respect  to  the  military  authority 
who  advised  a  reduction  of  the  Royal 
Horse  Artillery  in  1887. 

*MR.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir ;  but  it  is 
of  a  negative  character  only.  I  am  able 
to  state  on  the  authority  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  that  so 
far  from  advising  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  the  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
batteries  in  that  year,  he  pressed  for  an 
increase  on  the  Estimates. 


RESERVE  OF  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  JEFFREYS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  number  of  officers  in 
the  Reserve  of  Officers  have  applied  for 
employment  on  active  service;  whether, 
ia  order  to  fill  up  vacancies,  the  Govern- 
ment will  employ  these  officers  for  service 
at  home  and  foreign  stations  and  for 
departmental  work;  and  whether  the 
Government  .will  employ  these  officers  of 
the  Reserve  to  take  the  place  of  officers 
employed  at  depots  or  as  adjutants  of 
Auxiliary  forces. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Officers  of  the 
Reserve  are  being  appointed  to  depots 
and  for  other  duties ;  but  not  at  present 
as  adjutants  of  Auxiliary  forces,  for  which 
appointments  it  is  considered  necessary  to 
retain  officers  who  have  recently  been  in 
actual  regimental  employment,  and  who 
are  conversant  with  the  office  work  of  the 
depot. 

STAFF  OFFICERS'  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  issue  of  lodging  and  fuel 
and  light  allowances  to  the  wives  and 
families  of  all  staff  and  senior  depart- 
mental officers  now  serving  in  the  South 
Africa  field  force  can  be  extended  in 
favour  of  such  other  departmental  officers 
ordered  to  that  country  on  mobilisation 
of  the  Army  as  were  drawing  those 
allowances  when  ordered  abroad. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  continuance 
<d  these  allowances  does  not*  as  the  ques- 


'  tion  seems  to  imply,  depend  on  the  rank 
|  of  the  officer  drawing  them,  but  on  the 
I  length  of  the  fixed  period  of  tenure 
I  appertaining  to  the  appointment  held. 


VOLUNTEER  ADJUTANTS. 
Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the  large 
number  of  casualties  amongst  senior 
regimental  officers  serving  in  South 
Africa,  steps  can  be  taken  to  provide 
against  possible  vacancies  in  the  future 
by  releasing  adjutants  of  Volunteer  corps 
for  active  service,  and  employing  officers 
from  the  Reserve  of  Officers  to  take  over 
the  duty  of  adjutant  of  such  Volunteer 
corps. 

*Mr.    WYNDHAM:    Having  in  view 
the  need  of  maintaining  the  efficiency  of 
the  Auxiliary  forces,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  is  not  prepared  to  take  their  present 
|  adjutants  from  them. 


VOLUNTEER    OFFICERS— EQUIPMENT 
GRANTS. 

Mr.  NICOL  (Argyllshire) :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  officers  chosen  from  Volunteer 
battalions  for  service  in  South  Africa  will 
receive  a  grant  of  £100  for  equipment, 
such  as  is  given  to  an  officer  promoted 
from  the  ranks  or  to  a  Reserve  officer  re- 
called for  service. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  An  officer  from  the 
Reserve  of  Officers  if  called  out  is  granted 
£100  for  outfit.  Terms  were  offered  for 
Volunteers  for  service  in  South  Africa, 

I  which  were  accepted  and,  as  we  are 
at    present     advised,    were     acceptable. 

I  These  did  not  include  more  for  the  officers 
who  volunteered  than  the  special  capita- 
tion rate  which  is  granted  to  the  corps  for 

I  men  of  any  rank  who  volunteer. 

IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY  EQUIPMENT. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  as  alleged  by 
Sir  Henry  Norman,  some  of  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  have  been  supplied  with 
coloured  horse  rugs  and  black  overcoats, 
whereas  most  regiments  of  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  have  khaki  coloured  great 
coats  and  horse  rugs. 
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♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  These  sup- 
plies have  all  been  arranged  by  the  Yeo- 
manry Committee.  They  report  that 
about  seventy-five  light  coloured  horse- 
rugs  have  been  issued,  as  enough  ordi- 
nary rugs  were  not  at  the  time  procurable. 
They  will  be  replaced  from  the  depot. 
As  regards  greatcoats,  none  of  khaki 
colour  nave  been  issued.  The  authorized 
colours  are  navy  blue  and  dark  grey-  K 
any  black  ones  have  been  supplied,  the 
number  must  have  been  small. 

TRANSPORT     SERVICE  —  TH  E 
IMPERIAL    YEOMANRY. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  K) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  state  what  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  conveying  the 
remaining  troops  of  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry to  South  Africa. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  1,900  men  and 
1,700  horses  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
are  awaiting  embarkation.  Of  these,  it 
is  expected  that  1,800  men  and  about 
950  horses  will  be  eml>arked  between  the 
23rd  instant  and  the  end  of  the  month. 
Shipping  will  l>e  ready  for  the  remainder 
very  shortly  afterwards. 

ALLEGED    BOER     SPIES    IN    THE 
IMPERIAL   YEOMANRY. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  are  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  arrest  of  two  yeomen  named  Buck 
on  a  charge  of  being  Boer  spies. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Au  inquiry  is  now 
proceeding  in  this  matter. 

YEOMANRY  HORSEMANSHIP  TESTS- 
ALLEGED  FATALITY  AT  BELFAST. 

Mr.  M 'CART  AN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fatal  accident  which  happened  to  a 
yeoman  or  volunteer  within  the  grounds 
of  the  Victoria  Barracks,  Belfast,  on 
Wednesday  last,  the  7th  inst. ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  soldier  was  put  upon 
a  vicious  horse  to  submit  to  the  test  for 
horsemanship ;  that  this  horse  bolted,  un- 
horsed its  rider,  and  then  trampled  over 
his  body ;  and  that  the  rider  was  after- 
wards removed  to  the  general  hospital,. 


where  he  succumbed  to  the  injuries  sus- 
tained ;  whether  he  will  state  the  name 
and  address  of  the  rider ;  and  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  steps  will  be 
taken  not  to  employ  vicious  horses  for 
the  fast  riding  tests. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  afraid  that 
the  hon.  Member  has  been  completely 
misinformed.  The  horse  in  question  was 
the  quietest  in  the  stables,  and  did  not 
bolt.  The  man,  James  Baird,  insisted 
that  he  was  able  to  pass  the  test,  though 
carefully  warned  beforehand,  and  was 
promptly  thrown.  He  was  able  to  attend 
to  his  business  on  the  same  evening,  and 
has  enjoyed  perfect  health  ever  since.  No 
horse  has  ever  bolted  during  the  tests. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES  ON  ARTICLES  SENT 
TO  THE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  pre- 
sent uncertainty  as  to  the  customs  regu- 
lations in  Gape  Town  and  Natal  is  check- 
ing the  sending  of  parcels  of  tobacco  and 
other  comforts  for  the  troops  when  the 
parcels  are  too  large    to  go  by    post ; 
whether   seeing    that    parcels    urgently 
needed  by  the  soldiers  may  remain  uidefi- 
•  nitely  at  the  Custom  House  unless  some 
I  system  of  paying  the  duties  is  established, 
'  arrangements  can    be   made  either    for 
1  enabling  the  senders  of  parcels  to  pay  the 
!  colonial  duties  in  this  country  or  for  ap- 
pointing an  officer  in  South  Africa  to  <fo 
I  this  ;  and  whether  in  some  other  way  the 
War  Office  will    make  arrangements   so 
that  it  shall  be  possible  and  reasonably 
certain  for  these  comforts  to  reach*  our 
soldiers,   and    that  without  unnecessary 
delay. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  privilege  of 
sending  parcels  of  tobacco  and  other 
presents  to  the  troops  free  of  the 
Colonial  Customs  duties  was  originally 
intended  by  the  Government  of  Cape 
Colony  to  applv  only  to  parcels.  A 
letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton  Gatliffe,  dated 
January  20th,  seems,  to  show  that  the 
Cape  Customs  authorities  were  not  then 
prepared  to  go  so  far  in  respect  of  large 
consignments  as  I  gathered  to  be  the 
case  from  his  telegram  of  January  29th.  It 
may  be  that  the  later  and  more  liberal  atti- 
tude indicated  by  the  telegram  is  the  one 
which,  the  Cape  Government  has  finaDf 
decided  to  adopt.      But  to  avoid  any 
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chance  error  I  must  ask  my  hon.  friend 
to  allow  me  to  Confer  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

ARMY  SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATES. 
Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  has 
observed  the  extremely  large  items  and 
the  absence  of  particulars  from  the  paper 
which  has  been  distributed  with  regard 
to  the  Supplementary  Estimates  of  the 
War  Office ;  and  when  it  will  be  possible 
to  lay  before  Parliament  complete  details 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  twenty-three  I 
millions  included  in  these  Supplementary  I 
.Estimates. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Nothing  but  a 
very  rough  estimate  of  war  expenditure  1 
can  possibly  be  framed.  The  actual 
expenditure  will  be  shown  in  the  Army 
Appropriation  Account  for  1899-1900 
under  all  the  subheads  of  the  Votes.  The 
present  mode  of  presenting  the  demands 
for  war  funds  has  been  preferred  to  that 
of  a  vote  of  credit,  as  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  amounts  required  under  I 
each  Vote  is  presented,  but  it  is  not 
possible  to  present  a  more  detailed  state- 
ment. 


discretion  of  the  military  authorities  in 
South  Africa. 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE  TO  TROOPS 
AT  THE  FRONT. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  postage 
from  this  country  to  North-Eastern 
Rhodesia  is  2£d.,  whereas  the  postage  from 
that  territory  to  this  country  is  6a.;  and, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Imperial  troops 
are  now  stationed  throughout  Rhodesia, 
will  arrangements  be  made  to  reduce  the 
postage  from  that  country  to  2Jd. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Yes,  Sir,  the  postage  in  the  outward 
direction  is  fixed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  in  the  homeward 
direction  by  the  local  authorities,  who  are 
now  arranging  to  reduce  it  to  4cL  the 
A  oz.  The  interests  of  the  forces  now  in 
Rhodesia  are,  however,  saved  by  the  fact 
that  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  enjoy  by  statute 
the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving 
£-oz.  letters  for  one  penny. 


Mr.  LOUGH  :  Will  the  Appropriation 
Account  give  fuller  details  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  know  that  in  the  Appropriation 
Account  every  sixpence  is  accounted  for, 
and  you  can  tell  exactly  how  much  is 
spent  on  men  and  how  much  on  horses. 

PUBLICATION  OF  WAR  NEWS. 
Mr.  LOUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Government  can,  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interests,  authorise  the  publica- 
tion of  earlier  and  fuller  official  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  progress  of  the 
war,  and  give  greater  freedom  to  the 
correspondents  of  British  newspapers,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  earliest  news  of  im- 
portant or  critical  events  reaching  this 
country  from  the  Continent. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this. 
Every  telegram  describing  military  opera- 
tions which  can  be  published  is  published 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The 
Government  must  leave  the  restrictions 
on  correspondents  at  the  front  to  the 


TRANSPORTS— AUSTRALIAN  COAL. 
Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
[ask  the  First  Lord  of    the  Admiralty 
I  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Austra- 
lian coal  can  be  obtained  at  little  more 
than  half  the  price  now  being  paid  by 
the  Admiralty  for  Welsh  coal,  and  has 
been    most  successfully  used    by  great 
English  liners  as  well  as  by  the  Unused 
I  States  Navy,  he  can  inform  the  House 
why  no  Australian  coal  has  been  used  for 
the  British  transports  to  the  Transvaal. 

♦Mr.  MACAKTNEY :  The  actual  price 
of  Australian  coal  compares  favourably 
with  Welsh,  but  when  the  cost  of  freight 
is  added  the  comparison  has  not  hitherto 
been  in  favour  of  the  former.      Offers, 
however,   are    now  under  consideration 
which  approximate  more  closely  to  present 
prices,  owing  to  the  high  rates  now  pre- 
vailing both  for  Welsh  coal  and  freight 
from  England.     Although  Australian  coal 
is  being  used  by  Her  Majesty's  ships  in 
|  Australian  waters  for  ordinary  passages, 
I  reports  from  that  station  describe  it  as 
I  unsuitable    for  continuous    steaming  at 
J  high  speeds. 
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RUSSELL  SHOOTING  DIRECTOR. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.R) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  whether  the  Committee 
at  Aldershot,  who  reported  unfavourably 
of  the  shooting  director  invented  by  Mr. 
T.  A.  Russell,  had  tested  it  by  any  firing ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Regimental  District  at 
Hounslow  in  1890,  now  commanding  a 
division  in  South  Africa,  had  tested  it 
exhaustively  by  unofficial  trials,  and  had 
reported  that  it  nearly  doubled  the 
accuracy  of  the  rifle  practice ;  and  whether 
those  results  were  Known  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  the  Adjutant- 
General. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes,  Sir.  The 
Committee  did  test  it  by  firing  at 
different  ranges  and  at  different  sorts  of 
targets,  and  reported  that  it  was  not 
suitable  for  active  service.  The  trials 
carried  out  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
Regimental  District  at  Hounslow  were  on 
a  small  scale,  and  were  prior  to  the  ex- 
haustive trials  at  Aldershot.  The  results 
were  known  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

BROTHERHOOD    DEPRESSION   RANGE 
FINDER. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromartie) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
inventor  of  the  Brotherhood  depression 
range  finder,  on  taking  out  provisional 
protection  for  his  invention,  offered  it  to 
the  War  Office  for  inspection  and  trial, 
and  was  informed  that  it  could  not  be 
considered  unless  he  first  submitted  to 
the  authorities  two  complete  sets  of 
drawings  ;  and  will  he  state  whether  it  is 
the  practice  of  the  War  Office  to  place 
similar  restrictions  on  inventions  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  say  whether  the  rule  can  be  so  modified 
that  inventors  may  not  be  discouraged  and 
driven  to  offer  their  inventions  to  foreign 
Governments. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir.  Draw- 
ings are  invariably  required,  and  are 
obviously  essential. 

Mr.  WEIR :  What  is  the  object  of 
having  drawings  when  you  have  the 
article  itself  to  experiment  with  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


Mr.  WEIR:  In  consequence  of  the 
unsatisfactory  reply  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  calling  attention 
to  the  action  of  the  War  Office  in  this 
matter. 

MARK  IV.  AMMUNITION. 
Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  any  inquiry  was  made  by  the 
War  Department  into  the  cause  of  the 
failure  of  the  Mark  IV.  ammunition  at 
Bisley  last  year;  and,  if  so,  what  has 
been  the  result  of  such  inquiry. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir.  A  full 
and  minute  inquiry  was  made,  and  it  was 
decided  to  stop  the  manufacture  of  Mark 
TV.  bullet  and  replace  it  by  Mark  V. 

MILITIA  SERGEANT  MAJORS. 

*Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  York  (Mr.  Butcher)  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  Militia  sergeant  majors  ap- 
pointed prior  to  February,  1889,  were 
entitled  to  the  rank  of  warrant  officers ; 
will  he  explain  why  an  Army  Order  was 
issued  in  February,  1889,  depriving 
Militia  sergeant  majors  appointed  after 
that  date  of  the  rank  of  warrant  officers ; 
whether  under  the  Special  Army  Order 
No.  203  of  3rd  November,  1899,  Militia 
sergeant  majors  will  receive  the  pay  and 
allowance,  but  not  the  rank  of  warrant 
officers ;  why  in  the  event  of  a  warrant 
officer  being  killed  in  action  his  wife  and 
children  are  entitled  to  pensions,  but  in 
the  event  of  a  Militia  sergeant  major 
being  killed  in  action  his  wife  and  children 
are  entitled  to  no  pension  whatever  ;  and 
whether  the  Government  will  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  raising  all 
Militia  sergeant  majors  to  the  rank  of 
warrant  officers,  or  otherwise  ensuring 
pensions  for  the  wives  and  children  of 
those  killed  in  action. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Militia  sergeant 
majors  never  were  warrant  officers,  and  aa 
during  peace  they  are  only  employed  for  a 
portion  of  the  year  it  is  not  considered 
necessary  to  give  them  the  rank  or  pay. 
During  embodiment,  however,  they  are 
granted  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as 
in  the  Line,  but  warrant  rank  is  not  con- 
ferred upon  them.     The  question  of  the 
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provision  for  their  wives  and  families  in 
the  case  of  men  killed  in  action  or  dying 
in  consequence  of  foreign  service  is  under 
consideration. 

ROYAL  PATRIOTIC  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Department  what  pensions  or  retiring 
allowances  have  been  or  are  being  paid  by 
the  Royal  Patriotic  Commissioners  to 
persons  employed  by  the  Commission. 
What  are  the  details  of  those  at  present 
in  enjoyment  and  the  amount  of  capital 
actuarially  reserved  to  secure  their  pay- 
ment. Whether  he  is  aware  that  Clause  5 
of  the  Patriotic  Act,  1881,  expressly  for- 
bids the  granting  of  any  pension  or  retir- 
ing allowance  without  the  approval  of  the 
Treasury.  That  the  Commissioners  have 
guaranteed,  notwithstanding,  a  pension 
to  the  present  secretary  upon  retirement. 
Whether  such  undertaking  has  received 
Treasury  assent.  And  whether  the 
Government  will  undertake  to  see  that 
no  further  misapplication  of  the  funds  in 
such  direction  be  permitted. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  Super- 
annuation allowances  have  been  granted 
from  time  to  time  to  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  office,  with  Treasury  con- 
sent, in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Patriotic  Fund  Act.  Tbe  amounts 
now  outstanding  are  £235  8s.  8d.  a  year, 
for  which  £1,550  has  been  set  aside  by 
the  actuary  from  the  capital.  Subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Treasury,  the  present 
secretary  will  on  retirement  be  granted  a 
pension  in  accordance  with  the  Act 
already  mentioned. 

CRIMEAN  PENSIONERS. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  he  is  aware  that  an  Army 
pensioner  named  William  Coleman,  who 
took  part  in  the  Crimean  War,  and  fought 
in  the  battles  of  Alma,  Inkerman,  and 
Sebastapool,  and  also  went  through  the 
Indian  Mutiny  and  other  engagements, 
for  which  he  holds  six  medals,  during 
which  he  was  severely  wounded,  was 
compelled,  owing  to  insufficient  pension, 
to  apply  to  the  Thrapston  Board  of 
Guardians,  Northants,  for  outdoor  relief ; 
and  whether,  owing  to  the  insufficiency 
of  pension  granted  to  Coleman  and  other 
Crimean  veterans,  the  War  Office  can  see 


their  way   to  giving   them    some  small 
increase  of  pension. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS: 
William  Coleman  has,  I  am  informed, 
been  awarded  the  highest  rate  of  pension 
which  present  regulations  allow,  namely 
Is.  Id.  a  day. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man permit  me  to  ask  if  this  man  was 
not  employed  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
Cannot  he  do  something  to  prevent  the 
man  going  into  the  workhouse  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


CANTEEN  AND  MESS  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  can  state  how  many  officers 
on  active  service  are  connected  with  the 
Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative  Society  ; 
and  is  not  this  society  an  association 
trading  for  profit;  and  if  so,  is  it  con- 
sistent with  the  Queen's  Regulations  that 
officers  on  active  service  should  engage  in 
trade  competition  with  taxpaying  traders 
and  contractors. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Eleven 
officers  of  the  Imperial  Army  on  the  active 
list  hold  shares  in  the  Canteen  and  Mess 
Co-operative  Society,  representing  in  all 
capital  to  the  amount  of  £821,  or  a 
maximum  annual  dividend  of  £41  ls.f 
which  gives  an  average  annual  income  of 
about  £3  15s.  a  head.  The  hon.  Member 
has  been  informed  in  the  House  more 
than  once  that  this  is  not  a  trading  asso- 
ciation but  a  provident  society,  conforming 
in  every  way  with  the  conditions  laid 
down  for  such  societies  in  the  Provident 
Societies  Act,  1893.  As  such  it  is  not 
contrary  to  the  Queen's  Regulations  for 
officers  on  the  active  list  to  take  part  in 
its  management. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
this  provident  society  pays  a  dividend  of 
5  per  cent.,  and  is  tnere  anything  to 
prevent  the  relatives  of  the  officers  hold- 
ing a  large  number  of  shares? 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I 
have  stated  precisely  what  the  interest  of 
the  officers  amounts  to — they  get  about 
£3  15s.  each  a  vear. 
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REGIMENTAL  CANTEEN  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether 
commanding  officers  of  regiments  in 
Ireland  will  be  allowed  freedom  in  con- 
nection with  future  contracts  for  groceries, 
provisions,  and  other  articles  supplied  to 
regimental  canteens ;  whether  under 
present  arrangements  these  contracts  are 
practically  decided  by  staff  officers, 
though  they  are  of  entirely  regimental 
character  according  to  Queen's  regula- 
tions ;  and  will  the  War  Office  give  in- 
structions to  commanding  officers  to 
procure  supplies  from  local  contractors 
in  cases  where  price,  quality,  and  condi- 
tions of  supply  are  satisfactory. 

•Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  : 
General  officers  have  power  to  make  dis- 
trict contracts  when  they  consider  it  in 
the  interests  of  the  troops.  There  is  no 
reason  for  depriving  the  general  officers 
in  Ireland  of  this  discretionary  power. 
District  contracts  are  decided  by  boards 
composed  of  regimental  officers  drawn 
from  all  parts  of  a  district  and  not  of  staff 
officers,  though  a  staff  officer  with  special 
knowledge  regarding  supplies  generally 
attends  to  give  advice.  There  is  no  reason 
for  fettering  general  or  other  commanding 
officers  in  their  choice  of  the  source  from 
which  they  may  purchase  supplies  for 
canteens. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  thank  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  his  answer.  But  may  I  ask  him 
if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  officers  who 
decide  as  to  these  contracts  are  connected 
with  the  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative 
Society. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


CATERING  FOR  TROOPS  EMPLOYED 
IN  DISAFFECTED  DISTRICTS— THE 
WELSH  COAL  RIOTS. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  what  pro- 
portion of  the  amounts  claimed  by  those 
who  catered  for  the  troops  at  Aberdare 
and  Pontypridd  in  1898  has  been  paid 
out  of  Imperial  funds;  whether  any  of 
the  balance  not  paid  by  the  War  Office 
has  been  paid  from  local  or  other  sources ; 
and,  if  so,  how  much ;  if  he  is  aware  that 
the  amounts  claimed  were  based  on  the 
rates    for    catering    specifically    agreed 


upon  between  those  who  catered  and  the 
stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  districts 
in  which  the  troops  were  quartered ;  and 
that  the  non-payment  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  amounts  arranged  under  such  con- 
tracts has  involved  some  of  the  caterers 
in  serious  embarrassment;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  let  tradesmen 
throughout  the  country  know  that  the 
War  Office  and  county  councils  are  in  no 
way  bound  by  contracts  for  the  catering 
of  troops  made  by  stipendiary  or  other 
magistrates  when  troops  are  sent  to 
maintain  the  peace  in  disaffected  districts. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  Of 
£4,307  claimed,  £1,531  has  been  paid 
out  of  Imperial  funds.  It  is  stated  that 
a  further  £105  has  been  paid  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council.  There  is  no 
knowledge  at  the  War  Office  of  the 
arrangements  as  to  the  rates  for  catering 
which  were  made  by  the  chief  constable 
of  Glamorganshire ;  but  it  is  understood 
that  the  county  council  considered  the 
claims  exorbitant.  The  whole  question 
of  the  incidence  of  the  cost  of  catering 
for  troops  in  such  circumstances  is  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  I  am  not  con- 
cerned with  the  arrangements  made  by 
the  chief  constable,  and  my  question 
referred  to  that  made  by  the  stipendiary 
magistrate. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  My 
answer  covers  both. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  I  bee  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
if  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  in- 
creasing the  maximum  rates  allowed  by 
the  War  Office  for  the  catering  of  troops 
when  quartered  in  districts  where  rioting 
is  anticipated  or  has  actually  occurred. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
rates  for  billeting  are  fixed  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  tne  question  of  liability 
for  any  charge  not  covered  by  those  rates 
is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

COLOURED  LANDOWNERS  IN  THE 
TRANSVAAL. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  he  can  state  whether,  under  the  exist- 
ing laws  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
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Free  State,  any  impediments  are  placed 
in  the  way  of  coloured  persons  desirous 
of  acquiring  and  holding  land  Whether, 
so  far  as  the  Transvaal  is  concerned,  any 
such  impediment  constitutes  an  infringe- 
ment of  Article  XIX.  of  the  Convention 
of  1884.  And  whether  coloured  persons 
are  under  any  disabilities  as  to  the  acqui- 
sition and  ownership  of  land  in  Cape 
Colony  and  Natal. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  In  the 
South  African  Republic  natives  and  other 
coloured  persons  are  not  allowed  to  ac- 
quire land  in  their  own  name.  Applica- 
tion has  to  be  made  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Natives,  who  took  the  place  of  the 
British  Secretary  for  Native  Affairs  and 
the  Native  Location  Commission  provided 
for  by  Articles  13  and  31  of  the  Pretoria 
Convention.  I  do  not,  therefore,  think 
that  the  existing  arrangement  is  a  breach 
of  Article  XIX.  of  the  London  Conven- 
tion. In  the  Orange  Free  State  I  believe 
that  coloured  persons  of  partly  European 
origin  are  allowed  to  acquire  and  hold 
land,  but  not  other  coloured  persons. 
Indians  are  practically  excluded  from 
settling  in  the  State  at  all.  In  the  Cape 
and  Natal  coloured  persons  other  than 
natives  residing  in  locations  (who  own 
land  in  common)  are  not  under  any  re- 
striction as  to  acquiring  and  owning  land. 

FAMAGU8TA  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  BILL  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Government  pro- 
poses to  make  such  alterations  in  the 
harbour  of  Famagusta  as  will  make  it 
more  convenient  for  trade  purposes ;  and 
whether  due  care  will  be  taken  in  the 
process  of  carrying  out  such  alterations 
that  no  damage  shall  be  done  to,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  interference  with,  the 
ancient  walls  and  gates  of  the  town. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  im- 
provement of  the  harbour  at  Famagusta 
will  be  taken  in  hand  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  preliminary  legislation  has  been 
passed  bv  the  Legislative  Council.  Every 
care  will  be  taken  to  avoid  any  undue 
interference  with  the  ancient  walls  and 

Stes.     I  am  in  communication  with  the 
igh  Commissioner  on  this  point. 

SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer  whether 


he  can  now  state  what  steps  he  has  taken 
and  proposes  to  take  in  pursuance  of  the 
intimation  he  gave  to  tne  House  on  8th 
June  last  relative  to  Savings  Banks. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  took  steps, 
|  as  I  promised  to  do,  for  obtaining  some 
fresh  information  on  this  subject  during 
the  recess,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
system  adopted  in  France,  and  I  have  a 
measure  in  course  of  preparation  based  on 
the  result  of  those  inquiries  ;  but  I  cannot 
[yet  say  when  I  may  be  able  to  intro- 
duce it. 


REPORTS  OF  FACTORY  INSPECTORS. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
I  ment  whether  he  can  state  at  what  date 
he  will  issue  the  reports  of  the  inspectors 
of  factories  for  1899,  promised  by  him 
last  August  for  an  early  date  in  this 
session. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  have  considered  carefully,  with  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  the  question 
of  the  reports  of  the  work  of  his  Depart- 
ment. *  New  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  preparation  of  the  great 
mass  of  material  with  which  his  annual 
report  has  to  deal ;  and  he  expects  to 
have  it  ready  for  publication  in  May. 
With  this  object,  it  is  necessary  to  omit 
the  annual  returns  of  persons  employed 
which  in  recent  years  have  been  tabulated 
for  the  purposes  of  the  report. 

DANGEROUS  LAMPS  AND  OILS. 
Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  explosion 
of  a  petroleum  lamp  at  Salford,  on  29th 
December  last,  which  caused  the  death  of 

I  five  persons ;  whether  he  has  considered 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  inquest 
held  on  the  five  bodies,  and  the  remarks 
of  the  coroner,  who  strongly  condemned 
the  use  of  dangerous  lamps  such  as  the 
one    which    caused    the    accident ;    and 

|  whether  he  intends  this  session  to  intro- 
duce the  Bill  to  deal  with  the  sale  of 
lamps,  and  carry  out  the  promise  to  Par- 
liament made  by  the  Under  Secretary  to 

I  the   Department   on  15th  March,  1899, 
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when  he  informed  the  House  that  the 
Government  had  decided  to  deal  with  the 
questions  of  dangerous  lamps  and  oils, 
and  that  their  Bill  had  long  been  in  pre- 
paration and  was  in  a  forward  state. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
had  before  me  the  evidence  in  the  case  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers ;  and  am 
only  too  well  aware  of  the  danger  which 
arises  from  the  use  of  inferior  lamps. 
But  the  whole  question  of  petroleum 
lamps  and  oils  is,  as  the  hon.  Member 
will  recognise,  a  very  controversial  one, 
and  I  fear  that  I  cannot  promise  legisla- 
tion upon  it  this  session. 

COMPENSATION    TO    INJURED    MER- 
CHANT  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  PROVAND :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  Government  intends 
this  session  to  introduce  a  Seamen's  Com- 
pensation Bill  to  compensate  seamen  if 
injured,  or  the  relatives  of  those  killed,  in 
manner  similar  to  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  of  1897. 

♦Sir  M. WHITE  RIDLEY :  The  Govern- 
ment cannot  undertake  to  introduce  any 
Bill  on  this  subject  this  session. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT. 

Mr.  PROVAND :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  letter,  dated  27th  November, 
1899,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  relating  to  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  of  1897,  in  which  he  said 
that  when  the  Act  was  passed  he 
certainly  had  no  idea  that  pieceworkers 
or  casual  labourers,  if  engaged  in  bond 
fide  employment,  could  or  would  be 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  measure ; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  above 
statements,  he  will  introduce  a  short  Bill 
this  session  to  amend  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  and  bring  within  its 
scope  casual  labourers  and  pieceworkers. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes,  Sir. 
I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  I  will  only  add  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  decided  authoritatively 
that  casual  labourers  are  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  Act,  and  that  1  have  no  doubt 
that  pieceworkers  in  regular  employment 
are  fully  within   its  provisions.     I  have 


I  already  stated  more  than  once  that  in  any 
S  case  the  Government  does  not  see  its  way 
i  to  legislation  on  the  subject  at  the 
i  present  moment. 

!  Mr.  PROVAND  :  But  is  not  the  right 
j  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  relatives 
;  of  a  casual  labourer  are  not  likely  to  be 
■  in  a  position  to  carry  a  case  to  the  Appeal 
;  Courts  ? 

.    ♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:   I  believe 
!  that  only  one  county  court  judge    has. 
given  an  adverse  decision. 

i 

PRIVATE    BILL    LEGISLATION 
EXPENSES. 

i  Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
!  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
j  Home  Department  why  the  return  relat- 
ing to  Private  Bill  Legislation  expenses 
|  ordered  by  the  House  on  the  28th  of 
April  of  last  year  has  not  been  presented, 
!  and  when  it  is  likely  to  be  in  the  hands 
i  of  Members. 

!     The  UNDERSECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Jesse  Collings,  Birmingham,  Bordesley ) : 
I  have  received  from  two  of  the  Depart- 
ments the  portions  of   this  return  for 
which  they  are  responsible,  and  I  hope 
within  a  few  weeks  to  receive  the  re- 
I  mainder  from  the  other  two  departments 
j  concerned.     It  will  then  be  issued  as  soon 
!  as  it  can  be  printed.      The  return  is  an 
i  extremely  voluminous  one,  and  has  to  be 
collected  from  hundreds  of  local  authori- 
ties, railway  and  other  companies,  any 
one  of  whom  by  failing  to  give  the  re- 
quired information  may  delay   the  whole 
return. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  Will  the  return 
include  similar  expenses  relating  to  light 
railways  1 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  That  matter 
has  been  considered,  and  as  it  is  thought 
the  information  may  be  useful  it  will  be 
included. 

INDICATOR  OF  DEBATES. 
Mr.  MOON :  I  beg  to  ask  the   First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  an  in- 
dicator of  the  debates  can  be  placed  in  the 
tea  room. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Not- 
tinghamshire, Mansfield) :    I  beg  at  the 
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same  time  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  whether,  as  the  news  room  is 
frequented  throughout  the  sittings  of  the 
House,  he  will  place  an  indicator  of  the 
debates  there  in  preference  to  the.  tea 
room. 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  OF 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  In  answer  to  my  hon. 
friend  and  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Mansfield  Division,  I 
beg  to  say  that  I  will  give  their  sug- 
gestions my  favourable  consideration.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  of  the  two 
proposals  that  which  suggests  that  an 
indicator  should  be  placed  in  the  news- 
paper room  is  the  best. 

BRAKES  ON  PASSENGER  TRAINS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will 
state  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  how  many 
railway  companies  have  introduced  on 
passenger  trains  the  brake  system  of 
communication  between  railway  pas- 
sengers and  the  guard. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
This  system  has  been  in  use  for  some 
years  past  on  the  Manchester,  Sheffield, 
and  Lincolnshire  or  Great  Central  Rail- 
way, and  also  on  the  Furness  and 
Cambrian  Railways.  Almost  all  the 
principal  companies  have  now  decided  to 
adopt  it.  Correspondence  between  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  companies  on 
the  subject  of  railway  passenger  com- 
munication will  shortly  be  presented  to 
Parliament. 


TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION 
WITH  LIGHTHOUSES. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR  (Liver- 

Sol,  Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
nt  of  the  Board  of  'nude  whether  it  is 
intended  to  give  effect  to  Clause  2  (5) 
of  the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund  Act,  1898, 
which  provides  that,  in  so  far  as  may  be 
compatible  with  the  efficiency  and  safety 
of  the  lighthouse  service,  telegraphic 
communications  with  lighthouses  shall  be 
available  for  private  messages  at  reason- 
able charges ;  and,  if  such  is  the  intention, 
when  he  will  be  in  a  position  to  state  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  these 
facilities  will  be  granted. 


|  Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  question  how 
(  far  electrical  communication  with  light- 
,  houses  may  be  made  available  for  private 
;  messages  is  one  of  the  points  which  have 
:  been  referred  to  an  Inter-Departmental 

Committee,  who  are  dealing  with  the 
j  whole  subject  of  communications  between 

lighthouses  or  lightvessels  on  the  shore. 
1  Until  I  have  received  the  report  of  that 
,  committee  I  shall  not  be  in  a  position  to- 
,  give  the  information  asked  for  by  the 
1  hon.  Member. 


1  ELECTRIC  TRACTION  ON  THE  METRO- 
!  POLITAN  UNDERGROUND  RAILWAYS. 

!  Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
!  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  progress  has 
!  been  made  with  the  electric  traction  ex- 
periments on  the  Metropolitan  Under- 
ground Railways ;  and  whether  there  is 
any  prospect  of  electric  traction  being  in- 
troduced on  those  railways  at  an  early 
date. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  state  that  substantial  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  experimental  work  on 
the  District  Railway,  and  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  run  a  train  for  the  conveyance 
|  of  passengers  between  certain  points  on 
I  the  line  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 


SCOTTISH  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS- 
PROPOSED  NEW  PIERS. 

♦Sir  LEONARD  LYELL  (Orkney  and 
Shetlands) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  could  state  what  schemes 
for  new  piers  to  be  constructed  under  the 
Small  Piers  and  Harbours  Act,  1896, 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board ;  whether  a  plan  has  been 
submitted  from  St.  Margaret's  Hope, 
Orkney,  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  what 
action  the  Congested  Districts  Board  has 
taken,  and  the  amount  of  grant  allowed  ; 
whether  a  plan  has  been  sent  from  North 
Ronaldshay,  and,  if  so,  what  assistance  is- 
to  be  given ;  whether  plans  have  been 
approved  for  piers  at  Longhope  and  North 
Walls,  and,  if  so,  what  will  be  their  cost, 
the  amount  of  public  money  given,  and 
the  amount  to  be  raised  locally  by 
taxation  and  by  voluntary  gift;  and 
whether  other  plans  have  been  submitted, 
and,  if  so,  what  action  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  have  taken  with'  regard 
to  them. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham    Murray,    Buteshire)  :     The 
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following  schemes  have  been  submitted  j 
to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  I 
Orkney  Piers  :  (1)  Egilshay,  (2)  Burray, 
(3)  St.  Margarets  Hope,  (4)  North 
Konaldshay,  (5)  Longhope,  (6)  Moness, 
(7)  North  Ness,  (8)  South  Ness.  No 
•definite  application  has  come  from  Zet- 
land. A  plan  has  been  submitted  for 
St.  Margaret's  Hope.  This  application 
will  be  considered  in  due  course,  and 
when,  with  due  regard  to  the  claims  of 
other  districts  it  can  be  taken  up.  A  plan 
has  also  been  received  for  North  Ronalds- 
hay,  and  the  board  are  awaiting  informa- 
tion they  asked  for  on  6th  October  last. 
The  board  have  approved  a  plan  for  Long- 
hope  Pier.  The  estimated  cost  is  £3,633, 
of  which  the  board  will  find  75  per  cent., 
or  £2,725  on  certain  conditions.  The 
proprietor  offered  to  give  free  a  site  and 
all  material  that  can  be  found  on  the 
estate.  Further,  he  will  build  North  Ness 
boatslip,  and  along  with  the  inhabitants 
will  construct  a  road  from  Walls  to  Hoy, 
and  a  road  over  the  Ayre.  These  roads 
and  the  boatslip  are  estimated  to  cost 
£2,130;  and  the  local  contribution  for 
Longhope  Pier  is  £908,  besides  site  and 
certain  materials.  The  only  other  plans 
yet  received  are  for  Egilshay  and  for 
feurray,  where  grants  of  £375  and  of 
£1,260  respectively  have  been  made  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


ISLAND  OF  LEWIS— FISHERMEN'S 
DWELLINGS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  what  progress 
has  been  made  with  the  scheme  for  the 
erection  of  fishermen's  dwellings  in  the 
Island  of  Lewis. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  secured  from 
the  proprietor  of  the  Island  of  Lewis  an 
offer  to  feu  direct  to  fishermen  twenty- 
six  quarter-acre  plots  at  the  rate  of  £4 
An  acre  (the  minimum  rate  allowed  by  the 
Court  of  Session  for  this  entailed  estate) 
in  the  Battery  Park,  Stornoway.  They 
offered  to  bear  the  law  costs  and  to  con- 
struct necessary  enclosures,  roads,  drains 
and  a  water  supply  pipe — all  free  of  cost 
to  the  feuar.  They  also  offered  to  lend 
£120  to  each  feuar  to  enable  him  to 
erect  his  house — principal  and  interest 
being  repayable  by  instalments  in  thirty 
years.  Full  intimation  was  made  of 
these  proposals,  but,  as  the  result  was  one 
solitary  application,  the  Board  could  not 


go  further  with  the  scheme,  though  they 
are  quite  willing  to  make  another  attempt 
if  convinced  that  applications  will  be 
forthcoming. 

SUNDAY  TRAWLING  IN  SCOTTISH 
WATERS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land has  received  from  the  Free  Church 
Presbytery  of  Lewis  copies  of  resolutions 
carried  at  a  meeting  held  at  Back,  Lewis, 
on  the  13th  December  last,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the*  depredations  made  by  illegal 
trawlers  around  the  coast  of  Lewis,  and 
pointing  out  that  the  masters  of  these 
vessels  make  a  constant  practice  of  trawl- 
in  the  lochs  and  bays  on  Sunday,  when 
they  conduct  their  operations  unmolested ; 
and  will  he  state  what  action  has  been 
taken  in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
resolutions  in  question  were  received. 
Since  that  time  the  "  Vigilant "  has  de- 
tected the  trawler  "  Rex  illegally  work- 
ing in  the  locality,  with  the  result  that 
the  master  of  that  vessel  was  fined  £105. 
Since  then  the  "  Vigilant "  has  again  been 
cruising  off  the  Lewis,  but  without  detect- 
ing any  infringement. 

THE  HAGUE  CONFERENCE. 
♦Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  ratified  the  Convention  for  a 
pacific  settlement  of  international  disputes 
agreed  to  at  the  Hague ;  and  whether,  if 
such  ratification  has  taken  place,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  appointed  four 
arbitrators  in  pursuance  of  Article  XXIIL 
of  the  Convention  ;  and,  if  so,  can  the 
names  of  the  arbitrators  be  now  given ;  if 
these  have  not  as  yet  been  appointed, 
will  early  steps  be  taken  to  make  an 
appointment. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  Convention  in 
question  was  signed  in  October  last,  but 
has  not  yet  been  ratified,  so  far  as  we  are 
aware,  by  the  Governments  of  any  of  the 
signatory  Powers.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  be  ready  to  appoint  four  arbi- 
trators when  ratification  has  taken  place. 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE  REGULA- 
TIONS. 

Sir  SAMUEL  HOARE  (Norwich):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether    he  has  received  a 
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copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  : 
Norfolk  Chamber  of  Agriculture  on  j 
Saturday  last,  and  whether  he  is  able  j 
favourably  to  consider  them.  j 

•Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr.; 
Long)  :  My  right  hon.  friend  has  received  i 
the  resolutions  to  which  my  hon.  friend  j 
refers,  and  with  regard  to  the  matter  to  j 
which,  as  he  understands,  the  greatest  i 
importance  attaches — namely,  the  move-  ! 
ment  of  animals  for  slaughter — he  is  glad  | 
to  say  that  he  has  been  able  to  give  cer- 1 
tain  facilities  for  this  purpose  in  an  order  ! 
which  comes  into  operation  to-day,  a 
copy  of  which  he  will  be  happy  to  give  to 
my  hon.  friend.  The  other  suggestions  I 
of  the  Norfolk  Chamber  will  not  be  lost ! 
sight  of,  but  it  would  be  unsafe  as  yet , 
for  him  to  sanction  any  further  relaxation  , 
of  the  restrictions. 


•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  Since  the  publica- 
tion of  Dr.  Bulsorode's  report  and  since 
legislation  was  proposed  on  this  subject, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  good  deal  has 
been  done  by  voluntary  action  to  re- 
move the  evils  complained  of,  and) 
it  is  alleged  that  further  improve- 
ment is  still  in  progress.  I  have  directed 
one  of  the  medical  inspectors  of 
the  Board  to  report  me  as  to  this.  The 
places  complained  of  are  comparatively 
few,  and  I  am  awaiting  the  inspector  s 
report  before  deciding  whether  reintro- 
duction  of  the  Bill  is  necessary  and 
desirable  or  not. 


INDIA  FAMINE  RELIEF. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether,  in  view  of  the  unhappy 
condition  of  India  and  the  unprecedented 
demands  on  the  Indian  revenues  for 
famine  relief,  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  making  a  substan- 
tial grant  to  India  from  the  British 
Treasury. 

Mk.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  it  is  intended  to 
make  any  grant  from  Imperial  funds 
towards  the  relief  of  those  suffering  from 
the  famine  in  India. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  We  do  not  propose  to  make  a 
grant  to  India  from  the  British  Treasury 
for  famine  purposes,  as  we  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  financial  means 
and  credit  of  the  Government  of  India  are 
insufficient  to  meet  all  demands  that  are 
likely  to  arise  in  connection  with  the 
relief  of  distress  caused  by  the  present 
famine  in  India. 


OYSTERS  BILL. 
Mr.  LODER  (Brighton) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  the  Government  intend 
to  introduce  the  Oysters  Bill  again  this 
session. 


REORGANISATION  OF    THE  EDUCA- 
i  TION  DEPARTMENT. 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE    (Kent,   Dart- 
I  ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
.  whether  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
j  the     reorganisation     of    the    Education 
|  Department  will,  before  presenting  their 
i  final   report,  consider  the  advisabSity  of 
transferring  to  the  new  Board  of  Educa- 
tion the  educational  powers  now  exercised 
;  by     the    Board    of      Agriculture ;    and 
i  whether,  l>efore  the  Act  of  last  session 
|  comes    into  operation,    any   opportunity* 
;  will  be  afforded  for  the  discussion  in  Par- 
i  liament     of    any   reports  or    Orders   in. 
Council  which  may  be  presented  as  the 
:  result      of     the     deliberations     of    the 
Committee. 

',     The     VICE-PRESIDENT     of     the: 
i  COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION   (Sir    J.    Gorst,      Cambridge 
University) :  The   matter   referred  to  in 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  now 
under   consideration.      In    reply   to   the^ 
second  paragraph  of  the  question,  I  may 
say   that  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
(  relate  to  matters  of  office  reorganisation 
,  and  are  for  the  most  part  carried  out  as 
;  soon  as  made.     But  any  Order  in  Council 
I  proposed  to  be  made  under  the  Board  of 
!  Education    Act   will  be  laid  before  each 
;  House  of  Parliament  in  accordance  with 
i  the   Act,  before  it  is   submitted   to  Hei- 
|  Majesty  in  Council. 

•  *Sir  F.    S.    POWELL    (Wigan) :  Will 

•  thev   be   printed   and    issued   with     the 
;  Votes? 

Sin  J.  GORST:  What?. 
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*SiR  F.  S.  POWELL :   The  Orders  in 
Council. 

Sir  J.  GOKST :  They  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

*Sir  F.  S.    POWELL:   But   will  they 
be  printed  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  That  is  a  matter  over 
which  I  have  no  control. 


ACQUISITION  AND  CONTROL  OF  ART 
OBJECTS  IN  NATIONAL  MUSEUMS. 

♦Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether  the  Director  of  the  Art 
Museum  is  in  future  to  be  directly  and 
finally  responsible  for  the  acquisition  of 
art  objects,  as  was  recently  recommended 
by  a  select  Committee  of  this  House,  or 
whether  the  responsibility  is  to  be  shared 
between  the  director  and  the  new  Council 
of  Artists ;  whether  the  Council  of  Artists 
will  sanction  the  acquisition  of  all  art 
objects,  and  whether  on  questions  of 
authenticity,  art  value,  and  suitable- 
ness for  museum  purposes,  they  will  be 
empowered  to  control  or  override  the 
decisions  of  the  director,  or  if  their 
functions  are  to  be  purely  advisory  ;  and 
whether  it  will  be  still  possible  for  the 
museum  officials  to  take  the  opinion  of 
expert  antiquarians. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  answers  to  the 
alternative  questions  in  the  first  para- 
graph are  both  in  the  negative.  In 
regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  question 
it  is  open  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  take  the  advice  of  such 
persons  as  he  may  think  desirable  on  all 
such  matters. 


(  ments  (in  the  first  instance)  for  object 
,  lessons  in  Standards  I.,  II.,  and  III.,  as 
I  set  out  in  supplement  to  Schedule  II., 
I  alternative  course  in  mechanics,  botany, 

horticulture,  principles  of  agriculture  and 
■  experimental,  arithmetic,  physics,  and 
|  chemistry  ;  and  whether  he  will  consider 
;  under  Clause  101<?,  the  propriety  of 
!  making  English  (grammar)  a  specific 
-  instead  of  a  class  subject,  with  a  view  to 

making  elementary  science,  as  so  set  out, 

a  necessary  first-class  subject  in  Standards 

I.,  II.,  and  III. 

•  Sir  J.  GORST:  The  Committee  of 
j  Council  will  consider  the  suggestions  of 
;  the  hon.  Member,  but  I  cannot  give  any 
;  definite  pledge  till  such  consideration  has 
taken  place. 


LIGHT    RAILWAYS    IN    THE 
HIGHLANDS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  "beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
|  tary  to  the  Treasury  whether,  with  a 
!  view  to  encourage  the  construction  of 
|  light  railways  in  the  Highland  crofting 
counties,  the  Treasury  will  consider  the 
j  expediency  of  arranging  for  a  free  grant 

I  of  half  the  estimated  cost  of  the  line. 

i 

1  Mr.  HANBURY  :  Where  the  poverty 
;  of  a  district  is  extreme,  and  the  scheme 
I  proposed  promises  exceptional  advantages 
i  to  local  interests,  the  Treasury  is  pre- 
j  pared  to  make  a  grant  of  public  money 

equal  to  one  half  the  estimated  expendi- 
I  ture.  This  has  already  been  done  in  one 
'  instance  (the  Dornoch  line).  But  each 
i  case  must  be  judged  by  its  merits,  and 
|  before  a  grant  is  made  the  Treasury 
i  must  be  satisfied  that  the  district  has 
'  contributed  to  the  utmost  of  its  means  to 

a  railway  made  only  in  the  interest  of 

the  district. 


TRAINING   CURRICULUM  FOR  PUPIL 
TEACHERS. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  I 
whether  he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  ! 
modification  of  Schedule  V.*  of  the  Day  j 
School  Code,  1899,  by  making  English  : 
(grammar)  an  optional  subject  in  the  j 
training  curriculum  of  pupil  teachers,  ! 
with  a  view  to  making  elementary  science  i 
a  necessary  subject  instead  ;  whether  he  | 
will  frame  a  scheme  for  elementary  science  i 
in  such  a  form  as  to  cover  the  require-  • 


CABLE  DELAYS  IN  LIVERPOOL. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn .  by 
Liverpool  cotton  merchants  to  the  serious 
delay  which  occurs  in  communicating  by 
cable  with  the  United  States,  after 
ordinary  business  hours  in  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  but  during  business  hours  in 
New  York,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the 
Postal  authorities  to  allow  the  cable  com- 
panies to  telephone  direct  to  their  clients 
messages    received,     or     to     allow    the 
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latter   to   telephone  direct  to   the  cable  , 
companies  messages  for  transmission  by  , 
cable ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  delay  ■ 
involved  in  sending  such  messages  through  ! 
the  Post  Office  frequently  leads  to  the  loss 
of  business,  which  is  diverted  to  the  Con- 
tinent, or  elsewhere  ;  whether  the  Postal  i 
-authorities  refuse  to  allow  such  direct  i 
communication  between  subscribers  within  : 
the  same   telephone  area,   because  they 
hold  that  telephone    messages    in    con- 
nection with  cablegrams  should  be  charged 
for  as  inland  telegrams  ;  whether  the  mer- 
chants   concerned    have    offered    to    be 
registered  as  parties  to  whom  cablegrams 
may  be  telephoned  by  the  cable  com- 
panies, and  to  pay  for  ail  such  messages 
«ent  or  received  by  telephone,  as  if  they 
were  telegrams,  as  well  as  a  registration 
fee,    if  required;    and  whether  he  will 
recommend  the  acceptance  of  this  offer,  or 
•endeavour  to  make  some  other  arrange- 
ment whereby  the  rights  of  the  Post  Office 
may  be  safeguarded  without  detriment  to 
business  requirements. 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  The  company  natu- 
rally cannot  be  allowed  to  intercept  a 
telegraphic  message  on  its  way  to  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  The 
Postmaster  General,  however,  will  give 
farther  consideration  to  the  question,  and 
endeavour  to  make  some  arrangements 
which  will  meet  the  difficulty  now  ex- 
perienced in  the  transmission  of  such 
messages. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR:  Will 
this  apply  to  in-coming  as  well  as  out- 
going messages  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Primd  facie,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  merchants  telephoning  to  the  secretary 
of  the  cable  company  asking  him  to  send 
on  messages.  But  the  whole  question  is 
being  reconsidered. 

STRADONE  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  any  complaints  have  been 
recently  made  to  the  Department  as  to 
the  delivery  of  letters  under  the  new 
arrangements  at  Stradone,  county  Cavan  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  some  hundred 
families  are  not  attended  to  owing  to  the 
route   taken   by  the  rural  carrier;  and 


whether  some  steps  will  be  taken  to  see 
that  each  portion  of  the  sub-district  is 
equally  served. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  No  complaints  have 
recently  been  made  as  to  the  delivery  of 
letters  at  Stradone,  County  Cavan.  The 
Postmaster  General  is  not  aware  that  some 
hundred  families  are  not  attended  to 
owing  to  the  route  taken  by  the  rural 
letter  carrier.  There  are  several  rural 
postmen  working  from  Stradone,  and  it 
is  believed  that  every  family  in  the  dis- 
trict has  now  a  delivery  of  letters.  If 
the  hon.  Member  can  quote  any  particular 
case  in  which  the  arrangements  are  not 
considered  satisfactory,  inquiry  shall  1h3 
made. 

LURGAN  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  with  reference  to 
the  proposed  new  post  office  in  Lurgan, 
County  Armagh,  whether  he  can  say  if 
the  site  has  been  yet  secured ;  in  what 
portion  of  the  town  it  is  situate ;  can  he 
say  about  what  date  it  is  intended  to 
commence  the  building ;  and  whether  he 
can  say  about  what  date  the  new  premises 
are  expected  to  be  open  for  postal  and 
telegraph  business. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Legal  arrangements 
are  in  progress  for  acquiring  the  site  of 
the  present  post  office  at  Lurgan,  but  it 
cannot  yet  be  stated  when  the  purchase 
will  be  completed.  Plans  of  the  new 
building  have  not  yet  been  prepared,  but 
it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  begun 
during  the  ensuing  financial  year. 

ATHLEAGUE    POSTAL    ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  letters  for  Four 
Roads,  County  Roscommon,  and  district, 
arriving  by  limited  mail  at  about  9.30 
each  morning  are  brought  by  mail  car  to 
Athleague,  which  is  within  three  miles  of 
that  place,  and  kept  there  until  next 
morning  when  they  are  brought  by  letter 
carrier,  being  thus  delayed  for  over 
twenty  hours  within  three  miles  of  their 
destination;  and  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
second  delivery  between  Athleague  and 
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Four  Roads,  or  as  an  alternative,  one  de- 
livery embracing  the  two  mails,  and  also 
an  extension  of  the  house  to  house 
delivery  in  the  district. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  is  making  inquiry  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  any  improvement 
can  be  made  in  the  postal  service  to  Four 
Roads,  County  Roscommon,  and  what 
arrangements  are  needed  for  completing 
the  extension  of  the  house-to-house 
delivery  in  the  district.  It  is  necessary 
to  take  returns  of  the  correspondence,  and 
this  will  occupy  some  time  ;  but  the 
Postmaster  General  will  let  the  hon. 
Member  know  as  soon  as  possible  what 
can  be  done  in  the  matter. 

RENT  APPEALS  AT  BELFAST. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Chief  Land  Commissioners  heard 
appeals  at  Belfast  in  December  last,  and 
that,  out  of  forty-eight  cases  heard,  in 
twenty-two  instances  the  rent  was  raised, 
twenty-four  confirmed,  and  two  only 
reduced  ;  and  whether  he  can  say  if  the 
Chief  Land  Commissioners  viewed  the 
farms,  or  whether  the  rent  returned  by 
the  court  valuers  was  adhered  to  in 
every  case  by  the  Chief  Commissioners ; 
and,  if  not,  can  he  state  in  how  many 
instances  the  rent  was  increased,  con- 
firmed, or  lowered  from  that  returned  by 
the  court  valuers. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  figures  are  not  correctly 
stated  in  the  first  paragraph.  The  total 
number  of  appeals  disposed  of  by  the 
Commissioners  at  Belfast  in  December 
was  sixty-live.  Of  these  the  decisions 
of  the  Sub  Commissioners  were  affirmed 
in  twenty-seven  cases ;  in  two  cases  the 
rents  were  reduced,  in  thirty-five  cases 
the  rents  were  increased,  and  one  case 
was  dismissed.  It  is  not  the  practice  of 
the  Chief  Commissioners  to  view  the 
holdings.  In  forty-five  cases  the  judicial 
rents,  as  fixed  on  appeal,  were  above  the 
estimates  of  the  court  valuers ;  in  nine 
cases  below  and  in  ten  cases  equal  to  the 
rents  estimated  by  the  valuers. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  if  it  is  not  the  habit  of 
the  Chief  Commissioners  to  inspect  the 


holdings  in  order  to  estimate  the  value 
before  deciding  an  appeal,  and 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  !  The 
hoa  Member  must  not  argue  the  ques- 
tion. 

IRISH  UNION  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government,  in  the* 
impending  changes,  to  abolish  the  dis- 
parity in  the  incomes  of  teachers  in  non- 
contributory  and  contributory  unions 
in  Ireland ;  and  whether  an  amending 
Act  will  be  introduced  to  restore- 
uniformity  of  treatment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  Wl 
Balfour)  :  As  the  hon.  Member  is 
already  aware,  the  Irish  Government  have 
recommended  a  proposal  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  for  a 
large  scheme  of  reform  in  the  system  of 
primary  education  in  Ireland,  and  the- 
Treasury  have  accepted,  generally,  the- 
financial  portions  of  the  scheme.  The- 
detaiis  of  the  scheme  are  still  under 
discussion,  and,  pending  the  explanation 
of  the  new  scheme  as  a  whole,  it  is  not 
considered  desirable  to  enter  into  parti- 
culars of  the  changes  contemplated. 

F.    H.    CHUTES   ESTATE,    CASTLE- 
ISLAND. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  I 
number  of  tenants  on  the  estate  of  F. 
Chute,  situate  near  Castlei&land,  signed 
agreements  to  purchase  their  holdings  in 
October,  1897,  and  that  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  in  November,  1898, 
sanctioned  the  agreements  and  purchase- 
money  ;  and  if  so,  why  is  such  a  length 
of  time  allowed  to  elapse  before  the 
completion  of  the  sale  to  the  tenants. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour):  In  thirty  cases  upon  the 
estate  of  Mr.  F.  B.  Chute  in  the  County 
Kerry  agreements  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts  were  lodged  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  the  month  of  December,  1897. 
The  applications  for  advances  in  all  these* 
cases  were  sanctioned  during  the  months, 
of  April  and  November,  1898.  The 
vendor's  title  was  lodged  by  his  solicitor* 
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4th  February,  1899,  and  the 
thereon  were  issued  from  the 
the  Land  Commission  on  the  15th 
Mowing.  I  am  informed  by  the 
*s  having  carriage  of  the  sale  that 
zted  difficulties  have  arisen  in 
ming  the  head -rent,  but  that  after 
msiderable  labour  on  their  part 
faculties  have  now  l>een  practically 
le,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
11  shortly  l>e  completed. 

TMORE  TENANT  FARMERS' 
GRIEVANCES. 

DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
\  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
r  he  is  aware  that  numbers  of 
farmers  throughout  Ireland,  and 
arly  in  the  Altmore  district  of 
,  are  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
id  Acts,  either  in  consequence  of 
nancies  or  the  existence  of  rever- 
leases  ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ill  amend  the  law,  and  thereby 
»e  classes  of  tenants  from  eviction, 
of  their  inability  to  continue  pay- 
r  present  unreduced  rents. 

ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
»R) :  The  hon.  Member  is  under  a 
-ehension.  Joint  tenants  are  not 
d  from  the  benefits  of  the  Land 
heir  case  is  expressly  provided  for 
ion  5,  Sub-section  3  of  the  Land 
1896.  The  Government  have  no 
tion  as  to  the  number  of  cases  to 
hese  provisions  apply,  and  further 
on  on  the  subject  is  not  necessary, 
I  not,  therefore,  bo  introduced. 

DOOGAN:  Arising  out  of  the 
may  I  ask  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
iware  that  the  courts  have  decided 
int  tenants  holding  under  leases 
uded  from  the  benefits  of  the  Land 
bile  ordinary  joint  tenants  are 
be  dealt  with  at  the  discretion  of 
omissioners  ? 

ATKINSON:  I  must  ask  for 
>f  that  question. 

FLAVIN :  Are  we  to  understand 
e  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  joint 
can  have  a  second  judicial  rent 
ithout  the  consent  of  the  landlord  1 
ley  ti  right  to  go  into  the  court  ? 

mswer  was  given.] 

RL  OF  GOSFORD'S  ESTATE. 
MHJARTAN :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
3V  General  for  Ireland,  with  refer- 
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ence  to  the  appeals  against  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  several  holdings  on  the  estate 
of  the  Earl  of  Gosford,  whether  the 
appeals  were  made  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner's Court  against  the  amount  of  the 
true  value  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners ;  whether  the  law,  as  at  present, 
i  obliges  the  Land  Commission  to  fix  a  less 
j  amount  for  the  true  value  than  the  price 
which  the  tenant  could  by  competition 
obtain  in  the  open  market ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  in  the  cases  of  Robert  Carlyle, 
Stevenson,  Glenny,  and  Patterson,  the 
gross  amount  of  £765  fixed  by  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  was  reduced  by  the  Chief 
Commissioner  to  £520  ;  and  whether  the 
tenants  have  any  remedy  or  are  entitled 
to  any  compensation  for  the  large  sum  of 
which  they  have  been  thus  deprived  by 
the  Appeal  Land  Commission. 

1      Mr.    ATKINSON    (for    Mr.   G.    W. 

i  Balfour)  :  It  has  been  found  necessary 

1  to  refer  this  question  to  the  Judicial  and 

1  other  Commissioners  by  whom  the  cases 

mentioned  were  heard,  and  if  the  hon. 

Member    will   repeat    the    question    on 

Tuesday  next  I  hope  to   l>c    then  in  a 

|  position  to  reply  to  it. 


IRISH    AGRICULTURAL    GRANTS     IN 
!  URBAN    DISTRICTS. 

I  Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  :  I  beg 
I  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tne  Lord 
j  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
i  tion  has  l)een  directed  to  a  resolution 
I  recently  adopted  by  the  Youghal  (County 

■  Cork)  Urban  District  Council,  pointing 
I  out  the  hardship  inflicted  upon  occupiers 
j  of  agricultural  land  situated  within  urban 

I  districts  under  the  present  system ;  and 
I  whether  the  Government  will  consider 
j  the  desirability  of  extending  the  pro- 
i  visions  of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
I  Act,  with  a  view  to  enable  such  occupiers 
'  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Agricultural 
i  Grant. 

I  Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
J  four)  :  The  answer  to  the  first  paragraph 
!  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  question  of 
j  extending  the  benefits  of  the  Agricultural 
i  Grant  to  the  occupiers  of  lands  in  towns 

■  was  most  carefully  considered  at  the  time 
!  of  the  passing  of  the  Local  Government 
i  Act,  1898,  and  it  was  found  quite  impos- 
sible to  adopt  any  scheme  other  than  that 
embodied  in  the  statute.  I  may  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  agricultural  land  in 
towns  is  only  assessed  to  one-fourth  of 
some  of  the  taxes. 
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Captain  frONELAN:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  high 
valuation  placed  on  such  land  casts  a  very 
heavy  burden  on  the  occupier  ? 

{No  answer  was  given.] 

ANNALY    ESTATE,     CO.      LONGFORD. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in    1894  a  number  of    tenants    on    the 
Annaly  (Rathcline)  estate,  County  Long- 
ford, signed  undertakings  to  purchase  their 
holdings  through  the  Land  Commission, 
and  that,   after   repeated  delays  and  an 
application  in  Judge  Ross's  Court,  agree- 
ments were  entered  into  by  a  number  of 
tenants  to  purchase  under  the  Act  of  1896; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in   the  case  of 
well-to-do  tenants  on  the  property  these 
agreements  have  been  passed,  but  in  the 
case  of    poorer  tenants   the  applications 
for  advances   have   not   been   approved, 
also  that  the  tenants  who  purchased  were 
allowed  an  immediate  reduction  of  15  per 
cent,   off  their  rents,    whilst   those  who 
through  no  fault  of  their  own  were  unable  j 
to  purchase  were  not  given  any  reduction  ;  | 
and  whether,  as  those   tenants  were  in- 1 
duced  to   sign   their  agreements   on  the  ' 
promise  that  they  would  be  vested  inside 
two  years,  and  as  now  nearly  six  years 
has  elapsed   without   the   promise  being 
kept  he  will  press  upon  the  Land  Commis- 
sion   the    necessity    and    desirability  of 
having  the    vesting   orders  issued  with- 
out any  further  delay. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  There  are  no  purchase  pro- 
ceedings now  pending  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission on  the  estate  of  Lord  Annaly. 
In  all  cases  in  which  applications  for 
advances  were  lodged  the  holdings  have 
been  vested. 


BELMULLET  UNION 
SALARY. 


CLERK'S 


Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  ^vhether  he  is  aware 
that  compensation  has  been  refused  to  the 
dork  to  Belmullet  Union  for  diminution 
of  salary  under  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  on  the  ground  that  he  got 
an  increase  of  salary  as  clerk  of  the 
district  council ;  and  can  the  Local 
Government   Board    explain    why    they 


,'  sanctioned  the  payment  of  compensation 
to  the  clerks  of  union  in  the  County 
Sligo  under  precisely  similar  conditions. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  There  seems  to  be  some  misappre- 
hension  on   these  matters.     Where    the 
duties  of  u  existing  "  officers  are  increased 
( the  Local  Government  Board  fix  the  in- 
crease of   salary    proportionate    to    the 
|  increase    of    duties.      Where  salaries  or 
emoluments  of  such  officers  are  diminished 
'  they  are  entitled  to  compensation,  but  the 
!  amount   of    the  compensation  is,  under 
j  Section  115,  Sub-section  18  of  the  Local 
i  Government  Act  fixed  by  the  Treasury, 
I  and    not    by    the     Local     Government 
j  Board. 

Mr.  TULLY:  And  are   these  officers 
!  entitled    to    compensation    when    their 
salaries  are  increased  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  No,  Sir. 

Several  Hon.  Members:  But  that  is 
just  what  has  been  done. 

ROSCOMMON  MAGISTRACY. 
Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  the  magistrates 
who  usually  adjudicated  at  Ballaghadar- 
reen  Petty  Sessions  have,  since  the 
district  has  been  changed  to  the  adminis- 
trative county  of  Ro&common,  been 
prevented  by  the  resident  magistrate 
from  acting  at  the  local  court ;  and  what 
steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy  the 
inconvenience  that  has  been  created  in 
the  district  by  thus  disqualifying  all  the 
local  magistrates. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four): Under  Section  69  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  when  a  portion  of  one 
county  is  added  to  another  it  becomes  an 
integral  portion  of  the  county  to  which  it 
is  added,  and  the  justices  of  the  latter 
acquire,  and  of  the  former  are  deprived 
of,  jurisdiction  over  it. 


ENN1S    MARKET    TOLLS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
arrangements  can  be  made  to  transfer  to 
the    Ennis  Urban  Council  the  right  of 
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levying  the  tolls  from  fairs  and  markets 
in  the  town  of  Ennis  at  present  collected 
by  a  private  individual. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  \Y. 
Balfour):  Under  Section  31  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1898,  the  power 
conferred  by  the  104th  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1878,  upon  an  urban 
county  authority  to  purchase  a  market 
shall  extend  to  authorise  the  purchase  of 
any  franchise  or  right  to  hold  a  market 
or  fair,  whether  under  statute  or  letters 
patent. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
that  be  done  at  once  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  have  nothing 
to  add. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Then 
tvhat  good  is  it  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

IRISH  AURICULTCRAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  Ire- 
land whether  he  has  received  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Municipal  Council  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  respecting  the  Science  and 
Art  Department ;  and  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  transfer 
the  control  and  management  of  this  de- 
partment in  Ireland  to  the  new  Agricul- 
tural and  Industries  Department. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
for  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
Ox,  S.)  :  On  Thursday  last  I  replied  to 
a  similar  question  addressed  to  me  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  West 
Kerry,  and  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  refer  to  the  reply  given  on  that 
occasion.  [See  The  Purlinmentary  Dehttes, 
Fourth  Series,  Vol.  78,  p.  937.] 

IRISH  JUDICIAL  APPOINTMENTS. 
Ma.  DALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that 
recently  gentlemen  differing  politically 
from  the  Government  have  been  promoted 
to  be  judges  in  England  and  Scotland, 
he  can  state  when  the  same  course  will 
be  adopted  by  the  Government  in 
Ireland  as  that  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  England  and  Scotland  in  this 
matter. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  that 
in  each  of  these  three  kingdoms  the 
appointments  made  will  be  the  best  in  the 
public  interest,  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Captain  DON  ELAN:  I«  it  not  the 
fact  that  there  is  not  a  single  Nationalist 
on  the  Irish  judicial  bench  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  of  that  fact. 


STANDING  ORDERS  OK  THE  HOUSE 
-  FIRST  READINGS  -  THE  TEN 
MINUTES  RULE. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  statement 
of  the  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith  on  the 
7th  March,  1888,  in  proposing  Standing 
Order  16,  that  it  was  not  intended  by  the 
Order  to  give  the  Government  power  to 
introduce  without  explanation  any  Bills 
of  first-rate  importance,  he  will  restrict 
the  introduction  of  measures  by  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  under  this  Order  to  measures 
of  a  non  -contentious  character. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not  aware 
ifr  has  been  the  practice  to  introduce  Bills 
of  first-rate  importance  under  this  rule, 
though  it  may  occasionally  have  occurred. 
Still  less  am  I  aware  that  when  Bills  have 
Iwen  introduced  under  the  rule  they  have 
been  introduced  without  any  explanation. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me  not  merely 
to  leave  the  matter  where  Mr.  Smith  left 
it,  but  to  add  new  conditions  that  certainly 
were  never  contemplated.  I  may  remind 
him  there  is  a  certain  pledge  requiring  the 
Government  to  go  through  a  form  that  no 
private  Member  ever  goes  through,  what- 
ever may  J>e  the  character  of  the  Bill  he 
introduces  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  adhere  to  Mr. 
Smith's  pledge  ? 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  No. 

Mr.  SWIFT  .MacNEILL:  Has  the 
Member  for  South  Belfast  taken  the 
First  Lord's  place  l 

CIVIL    SERVICE    ESTIMATES. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  pro- 
poses to  ask  the  House  togo  in  to  Committee 
of  Supply  on  the  Civil  Service  Estimates. 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  1 
can  give  no  anticipation  at  the  present ! 
moment  of  the  day  on  which  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates  will  be  introduced,  as 
we  have  to  do  a  great  deal  of  financial 
business  before  then. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfowl) :  j 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake  ' 
to  give  us  full  notice.     My  hon.  Friend 
has  in  the  ballot  obtained  the  first  place  j 
for  a  motion  on  going  into  Committee  on 
the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  and  wishes  ' 
to  take  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  him  j 
of  raising  the  Irish  University  question.  ! 
Irish  meml>ers  are  very  anxious  to  have 
fair  notice  as  to  when  that  question  will  ' 
come  on. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  1  will  endeavour 
to  give  reasonable  notice.     I  suppose  the  j 
hon.    Gentleman    does    not    mean    long 
notice. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  As  long  as 
possible.     Can  we  receive  a  week's  notice  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  L  do  not  like 
to  give  pledges  which  cannot  be  fulfilled, 
but  I  will  endeavour  to  give  a  week's 
notice.  % 

THE    HIDGET. 
MR.   JOHN    REDMOND:     Can    the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  say  when  the 
Budget  will  be  introduced  i 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir,  1  am 
afraid  I  am  hardly  in  a  position  to  do 
that. 

NEW    MKMISKIt    SWORN. 
Sir  Michael  Foster,  K.C.B.,  M.I).,   for 
the  University  of  London. 


BUSINESS  OK  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Mr.  A.J.BALFOUR:  This  Sessional 
Order  has  been  put  down  this  year  exactly 
in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  passed 
by  the  House  at  the  beginning  of  suc- 
cessive sessions.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
an  impertinence  and  only  waste  of  time- 
on  my  part  if  I  offered  any  explanation  or 
made  any  defence  of  the  Order.  1  !>eg  to 
move,  Sir. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That,  so  soon  as  the  Committee  of 
Supply  has  been  appointed  and  Estimates 
have    been    presented,    the    Business  of 


Supply  shall  (until  it  be  disposed  of)  be 
the  first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Friday, 
unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on  the 
Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  moved 
at  the  commencement  of  Public  Business 
to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate  ;  and  the  provisions  of  Standing 
Order  No.  56  shall  be  extended  to  Friday. 
Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being  day* 
before  the  5th  of  August,  on  which  the 
Speaker  leaves  the  Chair  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  without  Question  put, 
counting  from  the  first  day  on  which  the 
Speaker  so  left  the  Chair  under  Standing 
Order  No.  56,  shall  l>e  allotted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Annual  Estimates 
for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services, 
including  Votes  on  Account,  the  Business 
of  Supply  standing  first  Order  on  every 
such  day.  Provided  always,  that  on 
Motion  made  after  Notice  by  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  to  be  decided  without 
Amendment  or  Del>ate,  additional  time, 
not  exceeding  three  days,  may  be  allotted 
for  the  Business  of  Supply,  either 
before  or  after  the  5th  of  August. 
On  the  last  but  one  of  the  allotted  days, 
at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  the  Chairman  shall 
proceed  to  put  forthwith  every  Question 
necessary  to  dispose  of  the  outstanding 
Votes  in  Committee  of  Supply  ;  and  on 
the  last,  not  being  earlier  than  the 
twentieth  of  the  allotted  days,  the  Speaker 
shall,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  proceed  to  put 
forthwith  every  Question  necessary  to 
complete  the  outstanding  Reports  of 
Supply.  On  the  days  appointed  for  con- 
cluding the  Business  of  Supply,  the  con- 
sideration of  such  business  shall  not  be 
anticipated  by  a  Motion  of  Adjournment 
understanding  Order  No.  17  ;  nor  mar 
any  dilatory  "Motion  lie  moved  on  such 
proceedings ;  nor  shall  they  l>e  interrupted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Order  relating  to  the  Sittings  of  the 
House.  Provided  always  that  any 
Additional  Estimate  for  any  new  service 
or  matter,  not  included  in  the  original 
Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  l>e  submitted 
for  consideration  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply  on  any  day  not  later  than  two 
days  before  the  Committee  is  closed. 
'Provided  also  that  the  days  occupied  by 
the  consideration  of  Estimates  supple- 
mentary to  those  of  a  previous  Session,  oro£ 
any  Vote  of  Credit,  shall  not  be  included  in 
the  computation  of  the  twenty  days. 
"  Provided  also  that  two  Morning  Sittings 
1  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  one  Three 
|  o'clock  Sitting  J'  ~-(Mr~  A.  J.  Balfour.) 
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Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
nont)  :  I  had  hoped  when  this  Sessional 
3rder  was  proposed  to  move  an  Amend- 
nent  which  would  enable  us  at  any  rate 
x>  discuss  a  proposal  which  I  have  every 
reason  to  bajieve  would  meet  with  a  large 
unount  of  support  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  but  1  understand  that  any  Amend- 
ment which    would    alter    a    Standing 
Order  already  in  existence  would  not  be 
in  order  on  this  occasion.     That  being  so, 
erf  course  I  am  precluded  from  moving 
my  Amendment,  out  I  would  suggest  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  an  alterna- 
tive proposal  which   I  think  would  im- 
prove both  the  efficacy  and  the  popularity 
>f  the  Standing  Order,  and  which  would 
lot  alter  the  existingdays  as  they  now  stand 
>r  require  the  alteration  by  a  single  word 
yi  any  Standing  Order.     My  suggestion 
would   not  interfere  with  any   existing 
arrangements  or  any  arrangements  that 
tiave  been,  or  are  about  to  be  made,  on 
the  basis  of  existing  arrangements.     It  is 
that  there  should  be  added  to  the  first ' 
paragraph  of  the  Order  some  such  provision  ' 
as  this :  "  And  that  on  those  Fridays  the 
House  do  meet  at  11  o'clock  a.m.,  and 
rise  at  6  o'clock  p.m."    That  would  not  in  I 
any  way  exceed  the  provisions  of  any  j 
Standing  Order,  because  the  House  ex- 
pressly reserves  to  itself  therightof  deciding  ■ 
at  what  hours  it  should  meet  and  rise. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  of  all  \ 
shades  of  opinion,  feel   that  there   is  a  , 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  suggestion  , 
contained  in  my  Amendment.     An  early  I 
rising  on  Friday  would  meet  the  con-  > 
venience  of  those  hon.  Members  whose  ' 
professional  and    business  engagements  < 
and  business  habitude  lend  to  their  views  : 
on    questions   which    come    before    the , 
House  a  weight  which  this  House  cannot  i 
afford  to  lose.     It  would  tend  to  induce  : 
such  hon.  Members  to  give  up  a  certain  , 
portion  of  their  valuable  time  to  attend  i 
the  House,  and  would  specially  suit  hon.  | 
Members  who  represent  constituencies  in  , 
the  extreme  west  and  north  of  England, 
in  Wales,  and  in  the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  , 
and  Scotland.     I  think  such  a  proposition  . 
as   this  is   well    worthy   of    the  careful : 
attention  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- ' 
miry.     I  quite  admit  that  there  are  some  I 
hon.  Members  of  weight  who   have  an  i 
objection  to  the  alteration  suggested,  but  | 
I  think  I  should  not  be  out  of  harmony  I 
with  the  general  feelings  of  the  House  if  ; 
I  propose,  at  a  convenient  and  proper  | 


time,  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether  he,  on  his  own  behalf  and 
that  of  his  colleagues,  would  agree  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 

'  inquire  into  the  whole  question.  But  for 
the  present  I  content  myself  with  sug- 
gesting to  him,  and  to  the  House 
generally — for  after  all  this  is  a  matter 

!  which  concerns  no  one  but  the  Members 
of  the  House — whether  a  Sessional  Order 
in  the  direction  I  have  pointed  out  would 
not  bring  Parliament  more  into  the 
position  of  a  businesslike  assembly  of  a 
business  nation.     1  beg  to  move. 

,  Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  On 
■  more  than  one  occasion,  since  I  have  been 
a  Member  of  this  House,  I  have  voted 
1  for  a  motion  to  turn  Wednesdays  into 
Fridays  and  Fridays  into  Wednesdays, 
and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  taking  this 
opportunity  of  seconding  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  friend  opposite 

.Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Inasmuch  as 
the  first  Standing  Order  says — 

"That  unienn  the  Houne  otherwise  order, 
the  Houne  should  meet  every  Monday,  Tues- 
day, Thursday  and  Friday  at  three  o'clock  "— 

I  ask  you  whether  an  Amendment  which 
would  involve  an  alteration  of  that 
Standing  Order  is  in  order. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  Standing  Order 
says,  "  unless  the  House  otherwise  order." 
If  the  hon.  Member  had  intended  to  alter 
the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  House  on 
Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Thursday  his 
Amendment  would  not  have  been  in 
order,  but  as  the  resolution  deals  with 
Fridays  I  think  it  is  competent  for  the 
hon.  Member  to  move  his  Amendment 
for  altering  the  hours  of  sitting  upon  such 
Fridays.  At  the  same  time  I  think  I 
ought  to  say  that  it  is  very  inconvenient 
to  spring  an  Amendment  which  affects  a 
Standing  Order  suddenly  upon  the  House 
without  any  notice  whatever. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE:  I  regret  most 
extremely  that  I  should  have  sprung  this 
Amendment  on  the  House,  but  I  fail  to 
see  what  other  course  I  could  take. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  :  I  entirely  azree 
with  the  hon.  Member  that  we  should  on 
Friday  meet  at  an  earlier  hour.  Some 
hon.  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  it  is 
something  out  of  order  and  inconvenient 
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to  do  so.  I  differ.  On  occasions  during 
the  session  an  order  is  made  for  the 
House  to  meet  at  ten,  eleven,  or  twelve ; 
and  clearly  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
House  itself  to  make  this  suggestion  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Government  or 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  I  do  beg  the 
House  to  consider  this  question  on  its 
merits,  and  to  have  regard  to  the  enor- 
mous convenience  it  would  be  to  a  great 
number  of  Members  of  the  House  to  meet 
once  a  week  at  eleven  in  the  morning. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  legal  gentle- 
men who  have  to  attend  the  courts,  and 
gentlemen  in  other  professions  to  whom 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  day  may  be  considered 
an  inconvenient  hour  ;  but  if  we  met  for 
Supply  only  once  a  week  at  eleven  I  do 
not  think  those  Members  of  the  House  so 
engaged  could  reasonably  find  fault.  And, 
indeed,  so  far  as  my  observation  of  the 
attendance  at  the  House  is  concerned,  I 
think  the  learned  profession,  as  a  rule, 
mark  down  Supply  days  for  leave  of 
absence  on  a  very  large  scale  ;  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  no  great  inconvenience  to 
them,  while  it  would  be  a  great  conveni- 
ence to  other  Members  of  the  House.  I 
have  taken  an  active  part  ever  since  I 
entered  the  House  in  trying  for  some  re- 
form in  the  hours  and  seasons  of  sitting,  and 
it  is  only  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind  that 
one  has  an  opportunity  of  submitting  a 
plea  for  consideration.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose my  hon.  friend  desires  to  go  to  a 
division  on  the  suggestion,  or  to  prolong 
the  discussion ;  but  if  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  would  give  a  serious 
promise  that  he  will  go  into  the  matter 
with  a  view  of  meeting  this  demand,  I  am 
sure  it  would  meet  with  the  almost 
universal  approval  of  the  Members  of  the 
House.  Last  session  I  submitted  to  him 
some  considerations  for  the  alterations  of 
the  period  and  meeting  of  Parliament  in 
order  that  we  should  avoid  sitting  here 
in  July  and  August.  This  suggestion 
does  not  encounter  the  same  difficulties 
as  that  one  ;  it  is  a  suggestion  reasonable, 
rational,  practical,  and  wise,  and  one 
which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  com- 
mend itself  to  both  sides  of  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed-  -  I 

In  line  17,  after  the  word  4t  August,"  touiMert 
the  words  **  and  on  such  allotted  Friday**  the 
Hou*e  shall  meet  at  11  a.m.  and  sit  till  6  p.m."  ' 
— {Mr.  Duncoiithe.)  I 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  j 
be  there  inserted."  I 

Brwilhurst. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  only  rise  to 
intervene  at  the  present  moment  because 
I  gathered  from  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that,  in  your  judgment,  this  debate, 
though  in  order,  is  not  very,  opportune, 
and  the  very  few  words  I  shall  say 
may  limit  its  scope.  In  reference  to 
my  hon.  friend's  Amendment,  it  is 
sufficient  to  point  out  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  accept  it ;  and  for  two 
reasons,  both  of  which  I  regard  as  conclu- 
sive. The  first  is  that  I  do  not  think  it 
possible  so  to  alter  the  rules  of  the  House 
as  to  require  the  attendance  at  two 
morning  sittings  during  the  week  of  the 
very  large  number  of  professional  gentle- 
men who  have  other  important  avocations 
to  pursue.  The  second  reason  is  that  it 
would  still  further  curtail  the  time  of  the 
House  given  to  Supply,  and  I  doubt 
whether  the  House  is  anxious  that  suclj 
time  so  given  to  Supply  on  the  allotted 
Fridays  should  be  further  diminished. 
While  saying  that,  I  entirely  agree  with 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  tor  Egre- 
mont  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
that  there  is  a  large  body  of  feeling  in 
the  House,  pointing  in  the  direction  of 
some  investigation  into  the  allocation  of 
our  time.  It  would  be  most  improper 
for  me  at  the  present  moment  to  give  the 
pros  and  cons  which  may  be  urged  to  the 
various  proposals  brought  under  my 
notice,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  two 
things.  One  is  that  I  do  not  know  any 
circumstance  in  relation  to  this  matter 
on  which  the  Government  should  exercise 
any  pressure  it  may  have  in  its  power.  It 
is  absolutely  a  question  for  hon.  Members 
themselves  to  decide.  The  second  is  that 
in  order  that  hon.  Members  may  have 
materials  for  a  sound  decision  there 
should  be  a  preliminary  investigation  into 
a  question  so  bound  up  with  their  own 
comfort.      Should  that  view  meet   with 

feneral  acceptance  I  will  take  care  that  a 
elect  Committee  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland):  I  think  the  House  generally 
will  be  extremely  pleased  with  the  state- 
ment which  has  l>een  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  Still  I  should  like  to  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  arguments  he  has  used. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  it 
would  largely  interfere  with  and  make 
demands  on  the  time  of  business  men  to 
have  two  morning  sittings,  tend  that  such 
a  change  would  diminish  the  actual  time 
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allotted  to  Supply.     With  regard  to  the 
first  objection,  1  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  his  observation  does 
not  apply  to  all  professional  men,  but  only 
to  one  profession — a  most  important  one  it 
is  true — the  legal  profession  ;  and  I  really 
think  it  is  rather  unfair  that  the  health, 
time,  and  interests  of  every  other  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  should  l>e  sacrificed  to 
the  interests  of  one  particular  profession. 
No  doubt  it  will   be  said  that  morning 
sittings  on  Fridays  will  interfere  with  the 
convenience  of  business  men,  but  I  would 
point   out   that  the    answer    to   that  is 
obvious.     After    all,   there   are   in    this 
House  business  men  other  than  those  who 
represent  London;    business  men  from 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  provinces,  who 
have  to  reside    in    London    during  the 
Parliamentary  session,  and  when  it  is  said 
that  a  morning  sitting  interferes  with  the 
convenience  of  business  men  the  statement 
should  be  properly  analysed  and  considered, 
and  it  would  then  be  found  that  it  would 
only  interfere  with  the  convenience  of  a 
very  small  section.     With  regard  to  the 
other  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, that  this  Amendment,   if  carried, 
would  still   further    diminish    the   time 
allotted  to  Supply,  so  far  as  the  actual 
number  of  hours  is  concerned  the  argu- 
ment is  just  and  well  founded.    But  there 
are  hours  and  hours.     For  instance,  the 
hours  from  four  to  six,  which,   though 
extremely  interesting  to  hon.  Gentleman 
and  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  lx)th  front 
benches,   do  not  facilitate  Supply ;  and  > 
there  is  the  dinner  hour,  during  which 
arguments  are  addressed  to  empty  benches. 
During  the  dinner  hour,  though  in  session, 
the  House  almost  ceases  to  exist.     It  is  : 
true  that  during  that  time  hon.  Gentle- 
men address  their  constituents  through 
the  medium  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Press 
Gallery,  but  so  far  as  the  main  body  of 
the  House  is  concerned  the  House  does  i 
not  exist  for  throe  hours  after.    The  result 
is  that  we  have  hon.  Gentleman  coming 
down  later  who,  not  having  heard  what 
has  taken  place,  with  charming  freshness  , 
repeat    all    the    arguments    which    we  j 
have  already  heard.     This  House  has  all , 
the  characteristics  of  the  spendthrift,  now 
avariciously  economising  the  time,  and 
now 

♦Mr.    SPEAKER:    Order,    order!      i' 
would  remind  the  hon.  Member  of  the 
limited  nature  of  the  Amendment.     The 
question   is  that  the  House  shall  sit  on 


the  allotted    Fridays  from   11   a.m.   to 
6  p.m. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR :  With  regard 
to  the  proposal  itself,  it  was  at  first  sup- 
posed that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  proposed  to  substitute 
Friday  for  Wednesday,  and  no  doubt  if 
:  that  had  been  the  propositi  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  it  would  have  mot  with  a 
certain  amount  of  opposition;  but  his 
suggestion  is  that  the  Wednesday  sitting 
should  remain  as  it  is,  and  that  instead  of 
having  a  long  night  sitting  on  Friday  we 
should  have  a  short  day  sitting.  I  think 
that  proposition  recommends  itself  to  all 
private  Members,  and  ought  to  recom- 
mend itself  to  all  official  Members  of  the 
House.  How  can  we  ask  those  gentle- 
men to  discharge  their  duties  properly  if 
they  are  compelled  to  be  here  from  three 
o'clock  to  twelve  every  night  ?  Now 
that  the  country  is  thinking  of  setting  its 
house  in  order,  I  think  one  of  the  first 
i  necessities  is  to  relieve  members  of  the 
'.  Government  from  the  long  hours  which 
they  are  obliged  to  spend  in  this  House. 

Sir    H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling   Burghs) :  I  am  not  now  going 
to  enter  into  the  arguments  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  I  would  recall  the  House 
to  the  suggestion  thrown  out  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  that  this  matter  should  be 
considered  by  a  Select  Committee.  I  pre- 
sume  the   right   hon.  Gentleman  means 
that   the  Committee  shall   consider  not 
only  the  question  raised  by  the  Amend- 
ment, but  the  general  hours  of  the  sittings 
of  the  House.     I  do  not  think  you  can 
consider  the  one  without  considering  the 
other.     I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  a 
Committee  is  going  to  inquire  into  this 
matter,  because  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
our  hours  of  sitting  are  at  all  satisfactory. 
Every  man  in  the  House  looks  upon  this 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  his 
own  personal  convenience,  and  this  pro- 
posal comes  from,  and  those  who  raise  the 
question  are,  gentlemen  who  wish  to  get 
away  from  town  at  the  end  of  the  week 
for  the  purposes   either  of   business   or 
pleasure ;  who  wish  to  get  out  of  London 
without  waiting  for  the  Saturday  trains. 
They  are  very  worthy  persons,  no  doubt, 
but  I  do  not  think  they  include  among 
their  ranks  the  hardest  working  Members 
of  the  House.     Therefore    I    am    afraid 
if   we   come   to    the   constitution    of    a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  our  hours  of 


Ill 


Itusiii'ss  of  tlw 


{COMMONS} 


Honw  (Supply). 


sitting  we  shall  have  to  consider  in  each 
individual  case  to  which  category  of  mem- 
bers the  candidate  l>elongs.  I  remember 
a  noble  Lord,  still  happily  alive,  long  a 
Member  of  this  House,  saying  that  if  you 
would  tell  him  the  names  of  the  members 
forming  a  Committee  he  would  write  the 
Report  in  each  case.  In  this  case  I  would 
almost  undertake  if  I  saw  and  analysed 
the  names  of  the  members  of  this  pro- 
posed Committee  to  say  on  which  side 
their  judgment  would  be  cast.  I  think 
our  hours  at  present — and  I  do  not  think 
they  are  satisfactory  as  at  present  ar- 
ranged— do  not  attract  the  approval  and 
admiration  of  the  world  at  large.  We  are 
accustomed  to  them,  and  therefore  the 
yoke  fits  our  shoulders,  but  the  world  at 
large  is  astonished.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  anything  would  be 
done  by  appointing  a  Committee  I  would 
welcome  its  appointment.  1  certainly 
think  that  an  inquiry  by  Committee 
should  precede  any  action  this  House 
might  take  for  the  alteration  of  the  hours 
of  sitting. 

*Sir  SAMUEL  HOARK  (Norwich):  I 
have  no  desire  to  prolong  this  discussion, 
but  I  should  like  just  to  say  a  few  words 
for  myself  and  other  hon.  Members  who 
are  opposed  to  any  change.  My  hon. 
friend  who  proposed  the  Amendment 
before  the  House  hoped  to  propose  a  still 
greater  change,  but  that  was  ruled  out  of 
order.  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  if 
we  once  begin  to  change  our  hours  and 
days  of  meeting  we  shall  get  into  difficul- 
ties. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  said  that 
every  Member  looked  at  this  ques- 
tion from  the  point  of  view  of 
his  own  personal  convenience ;  when 
the  House  arrives  at  a  decision  upon  this 
matter  I  hope  it  will  consider  the  officials 
and  the  Government  and  those  who  are 
obliged  to  attend.  Another  point  that 
I  would  like  to  suggest  is  that  it  would 
lead  to  those  Members  who  sit  on  Private 
Bill  Committees  and  sit  every  day 
frequently  having  to  interrupt  their 
sittings  at  most  inconvenient  times.  I 
can  say  from  experience  that  when  you 
are  busy  on  some  important  matter  it  is 
extremely  inconvenient  to  have  to  leave 
your  work  to  take  part  in  divisions. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the 
House  has  intimated  that  he  will  grant  a 
Committee  to  consider  our  Standing 
Orders.       Now    1    confess    that     while 

Sir  II.  Campbell-Banncrman. 


I  thank  him  for  anything  he  does  for 
convenience  of  the  House,  I  do  not  > 
much  welcome  the  appointment  o 
Committee  to  consider  our  Stanc 
Orders.  I  have  gone  through  all 
reports  of  the  live  Committees  that  1 
sat  since  1837,  and  I  find  that  these  C 
mitteeshave  been  selected  from  the  leac 
Parliamentary  authorities  of  the  day, 
they  have  gone  fully  into  the  var 
questions  which  are  raised  now.  1 
not  prepared  to  say  that  they  have 
made  recommendations  which  the  H< 
has  accepted,  but  I  am  prepared  to 
that  the  most  important  changes-  in 
Standing  Orders  have  been  made  by 
House  itself  on  the  initiation  of 
Government,  who  have  thought  s 
change  desirable.  If  I  look  at  the  Rep 
for  1837  and  the  Reports  for  1848  I 
that  some  of  their  most  important  rec 
mendations  have  ever  since  that  1 
been  ignored  by  this  House.  There! 
I  am  inclined  to  think  myself,  an 
should  prefer  it,  that  it  would  have  I 
better  had  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Leader  of  the  House  said  he  would 
fully  into  the  matter,  and  on  a  fu 
occasion  propose  the  changes  which 
thinks,  and  which  the  Government  th 
will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  He 
After  all,  the  responsibility  for  the 
duct  of  the  business  of  the  House  i 
rest  with  the  Government  of  the  < 
They  have  a  better  knowledge  of  whi 
required,  and  a  greater  experience  th; 
good  many  of  us  as  to  the  best  mod 
carrying  through  the  business.  1 
Committee  should  be  appointed 
would  express  the  hope  that 
should  be  a  very  strong  and 
very  full  one.  But  first  let 
read  one  of  the  chief  recommemlatioi 
the  Committee  of  1848,  among  w 
members  were  Mr.  Denison  (Chairn 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  Mr.  Disraeli, 
was  one  of  the  most  important  ciaus 
their  Report — 


"Your    Committee,    however,   venture 

I  express  an  opinion  that  the  satisfactory 

|  duct  and  progress  of  the  business  of  the  h 

must  mainly  depend  on  Her  Majesty's  Go 

ment,  holding  as  they  do    the   chief  co 

(  over  its  management/' 

I  I  think  many  of  us  would  be  contei 
I  act  upon  the  recommendation  of 
I  Committee  ;  and  if  my  right  hon.  fr 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  thinl 
•  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  ( 
I  mittce,  then  I  shall  watch   its  prog 
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when  formed,  with  interest,  and  with  *Mu.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  think  it  is 
some  fear  lest,  by  endeavouring  to  make  j  extremely  unfortunate  that  this  motion  is 
changes,  we  may  find  in  the  result  that  i  brought  forward  now,  as  nobody  is  in  the 
it  has  not  answered.  The  plan  of  opera-  j  least  prepared  for  it ;  and,  therefore,  hon. 
tions  with  regard  to  the  Standing  Orders  j  Members  have  not  given  it  that  consider- 
is  a  very  good  one.  The  general  custom  j  ation  which  an  alteration  of  the  Rules  of 
observed  in  altering  them  has  been  for  j  the  House  naturally  involves.  I  know 
some  three  or  four  or  five  years  to  move  I  that  there  are  hon.  Members  who  consider 
the  change  in  a  Sessional  Order.  That  i  the  Standing  Orders  proper  objects  for 
gives  the  House  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  i  their  ambition  at  any  moment  for  the 
year  after  year,  that  the  proposal  of  the  j  purposes  of  experiment ;  but  there  are 
Government  answers,  and  is  useful  in  i  other  Members  of  this  House — the  right 
assisting  the  business  of  the  House,  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  AY  est 
and  the  Sessional  Order  can  then  be  .  Monmouth  among  them — who  are  regular 
made  a  Standing  Order.  Well,  it !  Tories  in  this  matter,  and  who  look  upon 
seems  to  me  that  we  had  much  i  the  Standing  Orders  with  veneration,  and 
better  go  on  on  that  system  ;  but !  on  the  traditions  of  the  House  with  greater 
whether  we  do  or  not.  I  know  that  1  I  veneration  still.  I  hold  that  it  is 
am  speaking  for  several  Members  of  this  '  impossible  to  deal  at  this  moment  with 
House  when  I  express  their  earnest ,'  this  resolution,  because,  in  the  first 
desire  that  any  tampering  with  our  •  place,  it  affects  a  part  of  the  whole 
Standing  Orders  should  he  carried  out  j  system  of  the  House.  Secondly,  I 
with  the  greatest  care  and  the  greatest '  hold  that  we  are  not  in  any  way 
caution,  i  believe  that  the  work  of  j  prepared  for  it.  I  do  not  know  that  my 
this  House  is  being  well  done  at  this  i  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  resolution  is 
time,  and  it  should  not  be  for  the  con-  aware  of  the  amount  of  time  it  will  take 
venience  of  one  section  or  another  j  from  Supply.  As  it  stands  we  have 
section  that  we  should  try  an  experiment !  twenty  days  of  nine  hours  a  day. 
which  may  end  in  failure.  j  This   would  mean  the   taking  away   of 

j  two  ninths,  or  more  than  four  days  of 
Mr.    SWIFT    MacNEILL   (Donegal,  !  *}»  time  we  Siv?  to  Supply.     As  regards 

&):  I  have  no  particular  interest  in  this  \  ST^V    7**1°%  friend  opposite, 

'  «.      i        t  •  r  #        the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland  Division 

debate,   Sir,  but  I  intervene  for  a  few  j  of  Liverpool>  j  ^^  con8ent  to  it.     i 

moments  simply  because,  although  I  have  '  gay  first  of  all  that  we  have  not  too  many 

been  for  some  years  a  Member  of  this  j  days   now  allotted  to   us — that  is,  days 

House,  I  have  never  spoken  on  an  acade-    beginning  at  three  and  ending  at  twelve. 

mic  subject  before.     The  hon.  Baronet '  And  if  we  have  not  sufficient  even  now  I 

who  has  iust  spoken  is  a  great  Conserva- 1  should  say,  from  the  example  we  had  last 

tive,  and  is  exceedingly  loth  to  interfere  j  year,  that  to  reduce  the  time  still  further 

with  these  Standing  Orders ;  but  does  he  |  is  a  very  dangerous  experiment.    If  there 

know  that  the  late  hours  in  this  House  '  is  to  be  a  change  it  should  not  be  upon  a 

are  an  entirely  modem  institution,  and  !  small  proposal  like  this.     Then  I  say  that 

entirely  owing  to  modern  usages  ?     The  !  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  consider 

ordinary  business  time  of  the  House  was  |  only  the  question  of  whether  the  sitting  on 


Friday  should  be  altered  from  three 
o'clock  to  twelve  o'clock  appears  to  me  a 
strange  proceeding,  and  I  hope  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  withdraw  that. 
The    right    hon.    Gentleman    does    not 


formerly  from  ten  o'clock  till  four  o'clock ; 

but  now  we  appear  to  be  met  together  for 

the  purpose  of  consulting  the  convenience 

of  the  few.     It  is  the  gentlemen  in  the 

City  and  those  who  do  business  on  the 

Stock  Exchange,  and  who  come  here  after  i  answer 

the  day's  work  there  is  done,  whose  con- 1 

venience  we  are  now  asked  to  consult.     I        Mr.    A.   J.   BALFOUR :    1  was    not 

think  that,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  ■  aware  that  my  hon.  friend  was  appealing 

the  great  majority  of  the  Members  of  this    to   me,   but  if   he   had   listened   to  my 

House  giro  up  their  business   to   attend  !  speech  he  would  have  heard  me  say  that 

here,  and  that  the  business  of  the  nation  j  I  was  quite  ready  to  grant  a  Committee 

will  be  stifled  by  studying  the  interests  of    to  discuss  the  distribution  of  time  of  the 

a  few  City  Members,  I  must  oppose  the  I  House  as  between  the  various  days  of  the 

main  resolution.  .  week. 


115 


Business  of  tit? 


{COMMONS} 


House  (Supply). 


116 


stances.  There  are  questions  and  all 
sorts  of  interruptions.  One  comes  down 
to  take  part  in  the  consideration  of  some 
item  of  the  Estimates,  only  to  find  that 
seven  or  eight  o'clock  arrives  before  the 
question  comes  on,  then  follows  the  dinner 
hour,  and  after  that  the  small  hours 
of  the  morning.  I  would  further 
point  out  that  the  Government  put 
pressure  on  their  own  men  to  avoid 
discussion  on  the  Estimates.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  that  fault  is  confined 
to  the  Government  of  which  I  am  a  sup- 
porter, but  I  have  again  and  again  come 
down  to  the  House  with  the  intention  of 
calling  attention  to  some  particular  Esti- 
mate, but  have  been  stopped  at  the  door. 
I  do  not  believe  this  proposal  will  get 
much  support  from  the  occupants  of  the 

!  front  benches,  as  they  are  wedded  to 
tradition,  from  which   it  is  exceedingly 

,  difficult  for    then)    to  free    themselves. 

1  Instead  of  the  question  being  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  I  would  much  rather 

j  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  himself 
in  the  way  of  hearing  the  opinion  which 


♦Mil.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Then  it 
only  remains  to  my  hon.  friend  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE:  I  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) :  Sir,  I  take  exception  to  the 
Amendment  being  withdrawn.  The 
country  is  not  represented  in  this  House 
by  London  men  only.  I  happen  to 
belong  to  a  constituency  in  the  country, 
and  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  that  the  House 
has  begun  to  consider  whether  the  con- 
venience of  the  bulk  of  the  Members  shall 
be  considered,  or  merely  a  section  of  it. 
While  I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  give  any 
suggestion  from  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  all  the  weight  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  may  I  point  out  to  him  that  I 
have  grown  up  to  my  present  age  on  the 
understanding  that  if  there  be  one  way 
more  effective  than  another  of  delaying 
any  reform  it  is  referring  it  to  a  Select 
Committee.  The  First  Lord  himself  has 
again   and  again,  for  the  convenience  of 

public  business,  made  larger  changes  than  i  is  very  generally  held  on  both  sides  of  the 
that  proposed  to  night,  and  I  have  voted  House  as  to  the  desirability  of  some 
for  those  changes.  But  surely  men  who  '  change,  and  that,  after  hearing  that 
come  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  distant  i  opinion,  he  should  endeavour  on  his  own 
parts  of  England  are  entitled  to  some  con  |  initiative  to  make  the  changes  which  are 
sideration  in   this  matter.     Moreover,  I '  so  much  desired. 


do  not  believe  the  country  approves  of  ( 
business  being  done  after  twelve  o'clock 
at  night.  I  have  seen  the  way  in  which 
Votes  are  shot  through  this  House  after 
midnight,  and  I  object  entirely  to  the 
method.  Another  consideration  is  that 
in  far  away  parts  we  often  have  consider- 


Mr.  DUNCOMBE:  Of  course  the 
Leader  of  the  House  undertakes  that  the 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  the  Select 
Committee  should  be  put  down  at  such 
a  time  that  we  may  be  able  to  discuss  it  T 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
able  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  as    should  like  to  ask  whether  the  right  hon. 


Members  of  Parliament  of  the  men  we 
should  like  to  have,  on  account  of  the  j 
difficulty  of  attending  to  public  duties,  j 
the  laborious  hours,  and  the  inconvenient 
arrangements  which  prevail.  I  can  con- 
ceive a  vast  improvement  in  the  arrange  ' 
ments  of  this  House  which  would  niako  j 
it  easier  for  men  of  weight  and  position 
in  the  far  parts  of  the  country  to  take  | 
part  in  your  deliberations  if  the  hours 
were  somewhat  altered.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment of  time,  I  think  that  has  been  pretty 
well  disposed  of  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Scotland  Division.  Between  the 
hours  of  eleven  and  six  there  are  seven 
hours,  all  of  which  would  be  available  for 


Gentleman  will  take  care  that  the  refer- 
once  to  the  Committee  shall  l>e  wide 
enough  to  cover  the  question  of  the 
House  meeting  half  an  hour  or  an  hour 
earlier  each  day  and  rising  earlier  ? 

Mr.  J.    P.    FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.): 

May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 

I  take  care  that  the  rights  of  Irish  Members 

j  to  discuss  Irish  Estimates  are  not  inter- 

!  fered  with  ?     Last  session  we  discussed 


Irish  Estimates  only  on  three  occasions ; 
and  a  great  number  of  Votes  were  rushed 
through  without  any  discussion  at  all. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order !    That 

the  motion 


...  _     ,  .  .       .  ,  question  does  not    arise  on 

work  it  you  made  the  provision  that  no  \  ]iefore  the  House, 
questions   or  private  business  should  be  j 
taken.     To   compare  with  that,  take  a 
Friday    evening  under  present    circum- , 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 


AVi 


BiMitrtx  of  the 
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Mr.   SWIFT    MacNEILL  said    that 
when  the  main  question  now  before  the 
House  was  introduced  for  the  first  time 
in  1896  it  was  not  the  product  of  any 
-  Select  Committee  but  was  simply  pushed 
on  by  the  iron  hand  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
On  the  first  occasion  this  resolution  came 
up  for  discussion  Irish  Members  were  told 
inaccurately  what  its  effect  would  be  ;  on 
the  second  occasion  they  had  not  much  to 
find  fault  with;  but   on   the  third   and 
fourth   occasions  they   complained  with 
justice  that  they  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  discussing    various    Irish    Estimates. 
The  rule  was  framed  in  such  a  way  as 
actually  to  strangle  Irish  discussion.     It 
had     to     be     remembered     that     Irish 
Nationalist  Members  were  always  private 
Members  :  they  took  no  office,  and  recog- 
nised no  official  leader  on  either  of  the 
front   benches.      Therefore,  unless  they 
safeguarded  their  rights  they  were  com- 
promised and  trampled  on  in  an  uncon- 
scionable  manner.      The  way   this  rule 
had  worked  out  was  that  every  Vote  the 
discussion  of  which  was  objectionable  to 
the  Government  was  pushed  back  and  so 
was  discussion  prevented.      In  1896  the 
Irish  Members  had  nothing  to  complain 
of,  as  they  had  five  days  in  which  they 
were  able  fairly  and  properly  to  discuss 
every  Estimate  of  importance  to  Ireland. 
In  1897,  however,  there  was  a  complete 
alteration.     The  discussion  on  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  Vote  was  prevented, 
nor  had   that    discussion    been  allowed 
since.     In  that  year  altogether  17  or  18 
millions  of  monev  were  voted  on  Irish 
matters  in  a  couple  of  hours  without  dis- 
cussion.    In  1898,  matters  became  even 
worse.    In   1897,   the  Chief  Secretary's 
salary,  at  least,  was    discussed,  but    in 
1898"     and     1899     neither    that      nor 
the    Royal    Irish     Constabulary    Vote 
was      allowed     to      come      up.       The 
only    way     in    which     a     Government 
could    be    brought    in   touch  with    the 
people  was  by  criticism,  and  the  result  of 
this  rule  had  been  to  destroy  criticism  cf 
the  Irish  Estimates  by  the  Irish  Members. 
After  all,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  and  a  Government  could  only  act 
through  the  power  of  the  people.     There 
were  many  reasons  why  Irish  Members 
should   have  the  fullest  opportunity  for 
discussing  the  Estimates,  and  it  would  be 
their  duty  to  intervene  in  this  discussion 
— though    their  intervention  in    foreign 
questions  was  not  received  with  gladness  -  - 


,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  in  one  way 

:  or  another  levies  would   l>e  made  upon 

,  Ireland  in  respect  to  the  expenses  of  a 

war  which  the   majority   of   the   people 

considered  unnecessary  and  unjust. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 

!  fordshire,  Lichfield)  was  unable  to  agree 

;  with  the  views  just  expressed.     This  was 

,  not  to  be  a  great  legislative  session,  but 

;  was  rather  to  be  devoted  to  the  prosecu- 

|  tion  of  the  war  and  strengthening  the 

defences  of  the  country.     Those  matters 

could  only  be  discussed  on  the  Army  and 

Navy  Estimates,   and  having  regard  to 

!  the  state  of  feeling  in    the  country,  he 

|  thought    the  House  should    have  ample 

I  time    to   discuss   the   Army  Votes.     A 

!  great  deal  more  time  should  be  given  to 

l  them  than  had  been  allotted  in  former 

;  years.     That  was  a  point  on  which  both 

sides  would  agree,  and  he  thought  some 

|  modification  of  the  rule  might  be  allowed 

I  this  session. 

i 

l     Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)  said 

i  the  rule  had  one  great  advantage.    In  the 

,  course  of  the  two  preceding  sessions  two 

i  nights  had  been   spent  in  long  prome- 

j  nades  through  the  loobies.  That  was  not  a 

!  dignified  performance,  and  might  be  put 

J  an  end  to  by  the  judicious  use  of  this 

I  rule.     He  hoped  that  the  time  allotted 

:  would  be  so  used  as  to  enable  the  House 

.  to  discuss  the  Estimates  fully,  but  not  so 

as  to  allow  obstruction.      In  his  opinion 

the    Government  had   not  applied    the 

;  closure   sufficiently,   and   he    hoped  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 

the  Treasury  would  use  the  power  in  hi& 

hand  to  bring  the  discussion  to  an  early 

termination. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Water- 
ford)  :  I  have  always  regarded  this  rule 
as  the  most  ingenious  that  was  ever 
framed.  Nothing  has  so  facilitated  the 
general  business  of  the  House  and 
Government  as  this  rule,  and  on  that  point 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  to  l>e  con- 
gratulated on  the  success  of  his  ingenious 
plan.  But  he  will  at  once  admit  that  if 
this  power  is  not  carried  out  with  the 
most  scrupulous  care  injustice  may  be  done 
to  various  sections  of  the  House,  like  that 
which  was  done  to  the  representa- 
tives of  Ireland.  What  has  hap- 
pened? In  1897,  1898,  and  1899  Votes 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  Irish  Mem- 
bers   were     passed    over     without    dis- 
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cussion.     That  was  not  duo  to  the  fault  of 
the    Irish    Mem1)ers.      During   the   last 
three   years    we    have    been    prevented 
from    discussing    at    all    some    of     the 
most  important  Votes   for  Ireland.     Our 
case   is   entirely   different   from   that  of 
England  and  Scotland.     If  Scotch  Mem- 
bers  found   that  their   most    important 
Estimates  had  been  closured  without  dis- 
cussion for  three  years,  I  think  at  the  end 
of  the  third  year  they  would  have  a  con- 
clusive   case    for    asking    for    a    larger 
amount  of  time  than  in  previous  years. 
We  have  received  three  days  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Irish  Estimates  in  each  of 
the  last  three  years,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact   that  many  of  these  Votes  have  not 
been  discussed  for  three  years,  I  submit 
that  this  year  at  any  rate  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers should   bo  given   more   than   three 
days.     I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  would  not  think  it  fair 
to  give  five  days  instead  of  three  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Irish  Estimates,  and  we 
would  l>e  able  to  utilise  these  days  in  dis- 
cussing those  Estimates  which  have  not 
been  discussed  for  the  last  three  years. 
There  is  one  concession  I  would  like  to  ask 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  to  my 
mind  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  grant- 
ing it.     This  proposal  does  not  preclude 
the  Govomment  from  taking  other  days 
besides  Fridays,  and  therefore  they  can 
take  continuous  days.  It  is  of  importance 
to  the  Irish  Members  that  the  Irish  Votes 
should,  if  possible,  be  taken  on  consecu- 
tive days,  as  a  considerable  immlier  of 
Members  come  over  from  Ireland  specially 
for  the  discussion  of  the  Estimates,  and 
it  would  bo  very  inconvenient  for  them 
to  come  over  one  Friday,  then  go  back 
and    havo  to  return  on  the    succeeding 
Friday.     I  would  ask  the   First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  very  respectfully   to  take 
the  Irish  Votes  on  consecutive  days,  and 
at  such   a  period  of  the  session  as   will 
meet     with     the     views    of    the    Irish 
Members,  and  also  to  give  us  this  year  a 
larger  proportion  of   time  for    the   dis- 
cussion of  the  Irish  Estimates. 

*Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  confess 
it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  the  Irish 
Members  have  always  had  far  more  than 
their  fair  share  of  the  time  of  the  House. 
They  are  allowed  days  of  their  own  for 
the  Irish  Estimates,  and  then  they 
generally  come  in  and  assist  us  with  their 
advice  on  the  Imperial  Estimates,  which 
of  course  they  have  a  perfect  light  to  do. 
Mr.  John  Hedmond. 


If  there  were  to  he  a  fair  allocation  of  the 
time  of  the  House  on  any  intelligible 
principle,  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site would  find  that  they  were  entitled 
to  far  less  than  thev  receive. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND 
Irish  Estimates  altogether. 


Closure  the 


,    *Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  am  coming 
to  that,  although  I    do  not  approve  of 
that  course.     This  is  the   fifth  time  in 
which  this  Sessional  Order  has  been  in- 
troduced, and  every  year  it  is  introduced 
:  brings  us,  I  am  afraid,  nearer  to  the  time 
when  perhaps  it  will  be  made  a  Standing 
!  Order.  In  view  of  that  fact  I  would  point 
I  out  that  the  ottect  of  this  rule  is  to  deprive 
I  private  Members — the  representatives  of 
I  the  Commons  as  distinguished  from  the 
representatives  of   the   Ministers — of  all 
power.       This     is     called     the      House 
i  of  Commons,    lint  it  really  is   in   a  fair 
way  to  become   a  den  of  Placemen,  on 
.  account  of   the  successive  steps  whereby 
all  power  is  taken    out  of   the  hands  of 
I  private  Members  and  put  into  the  hands 
,  of  the  Government,     First  of  all  we  have 
got  the  closure,  and  I  am  very  far  from 
wishing  to   see   it  applied,  either  to  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  for   Ireland   or  to  the 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
Then  we  have  the  practice  whereby  the 
House  allows  the  Government  every  year 
,  to  take   an   enormous  proportion  of  the 
time    which   by  the   Standing   Orders— 
the  effect  of  the  wisdom  of  centuries  —is 
allocated  to  private  Members.     By  Stand- 
ing Orders  three-fifths  of  the  time  of  the 
House  belongs  to  private  Members,  and 
!  two-fifths  to  the  Government.     The  year 
I  before  last   the  Government  took   nine- 

■  tenths  of  the  time  instead  of  the  four-tenths 
j  to  which  it  was  entitled.  The  fault  lies 
j  with  the  House  altogether.  Lot  the 
!  House  consider  what  this  Sessional  Order 
1  amounts  to.    When  I  was  first  introduced 

to  the  arts  of  Parliamentary  life  by  my 

■  hon.  friend  tho  Secretory  to  the  Treasury, 
j  whom  I  really  suspect  to  be  the  author  of 

this  Order,  what  I  found  was  that  abso- 
lutely the  sole  engine  and  weapon  which 
wo  as  private  Members  had  to  meet  the 
Government  with  was  discussion  of  the 
i  Estimates.     It  was  by  threatening,  I  will 
i  not  say  obstructive,  but  adequate  discus* 
1  sion  of  the  Estimates,  and  by  the  assertion 
of  our  right  to  debate  these  Estimates 
,  fully,  that  we  were  able  to  get  auything 
j  out  of  the  Government.    I  have  had  many 
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out  of  the  Government,  and  after  i  for  the  Treasury,  the  Home  Office,  the 
nations  behind  the  Speaker's  chair  I !  Foreign  Office,  the  Mercantile  Marine, 
bserved  a  greater  reticence  than  per- ;  and  for  that  Secret  Service  money  which 
would  otherwise  have  thought  fit }  we  now  know  was  altogether  insufficient 
Estimates.  When  you  pass  this  ,  and  the  Vote  for  which,  if  not  guillo- 
ill  that  power  is  gone.  You  give  the  tined,  might  have  been  increased  by  the 
lment  twenty  days,  and  the  result  familiar  process  of  moving  its  reduction, 
instead  of  the  Estimates  being  dis-  \  This  shows  that  it  is  very  bad  to  have 
in  the  time  of  the  Government,  they  a  hard  and  fast  rule  at  all.  There  should 
scussed  in  private  Members'  time.  I  be  no  limit  of  twenty  days,  and  the  time 
overnment  do  not  care  a  straw  how  :  should  not  end  on  the  5th  August.  I  have 
twenty  days  are  passed,  and  if  ,  only  risen  to  say  that  the  repetition  of 
m  out  of  the  twenty  were  given  to  this  Sessional  6rder  is  the  repetition  of 
Gentlemen  from  Ireland — although  |  too  successful  attempts  made  in  the  past 
do  not  suppose  they  would  be  satis- 1  on  behalf  of  all  Ministers,  because  when  a 
ihe  Government  would  not  mind —  [  man  becomes  a  Minister  he  seems  to. 
e  twentieth  day  would  guillotine  ]  acquire  the  habits  of  his  predecessors  on 
hing  left  and  give  them  all  they  i  the  Treasury  bench,  and  is  anxious  to. 
The  result  is  that  the  private  Mem-  ]  deprive  the  private  Member  of  all 
drawing  nearer  to  the  time  when  he  j  opportunities  and  all  power,  and 
3  deprived  of  almost  his  last  chance  i  to  take  the  whole  of  the  time  for 
ing  with  the  Government.  In  days  '  the  Government  alone.  To  that  ex- 
jy  the  debate  on  the  Address  was  tent  I  think  this  is  an  unfortunate 
lly  finished  before  the  dinner  hour  ;  rule.  This  session  we  are  in  special  cir- 
r  takes  about  ten  days,  because ,  cumstances,  but  these  special  circunv 
3  Members,  having  been  driven  off  I  stances  require  rather  more  than  less 
>tes  in  consequence  of  this  Order,  !  discussion,  because  in  all  probability  some 
mi  to  the  Address.  There  are  three  of  the  very  great  Imperial  matters  in 
in  this  rule,  all  independent  of  :  which  we  are  now  so  anxiously  concerned 
other  —  one  is  good  ;  the  other  !  will  have  to  be  discussed  on  the  Estimates. 
re  lamentably  and  entirely  to  be  ■  Still  we  are  in  special  circumstances,  and 
nned.  The  allocation  of  Fridays  for  '  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  Members  on 
jr  is  good  —though  even  that  filches  !  both  sides  of  the  House  will  feel  inclined 
ays  of  private  Members — but  the  \  to  diminish  discussion  as  much  as  pos^ 
ig  of  the  numlier  of  days  to  twenty  >  sible,  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  the- 
be  limitation  of  the  period  to  the  !  Government  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
Liigust  are  utterly  l>ad.  All  hard  ;  the  war.  I  think  this  Sessional  Order  is 
ast  rules  are  lwd  in  a  House  like  j  a  dangerous  thing.  I  fear  it  more  on  the 
ecause  we  may  be  engaged  in  im- j  fifth  time  than  I  did  on  the  first,  because 
it  duties  when  the  discussion  comes  j  it  tends  more  nearly  to  become  a  Stand- 
end.  Twenty  days  did  not  suffice  \  ing  Order.  I  trust  that  a  stand  may  be 
last  year.  We  had  last  year  151  |  made  against  it,  and  that  the  Govern - 
to  discuss  :  tht  result  was  that  on  |  ment  will  make  it  more  elastic  by  leaving 
d  or  4th  August  -the  fatal  twentieth  ,  out  the  limitation  as  to  the  number  of 
-there  were  rushed  through  before  ,  days,  and  also  the  limit  of  August  the  5th 
clock  nineteen  Votes  involving  2i  |  as  to  time. 
ns     of    money.       I    say    "  rushed  !  5 

gh,"    because     it     was    manifestly !      Mr.   A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shall  reply 
»ible  at  that  la&t  hour  to  discuss  the  j  very   briefly  to    the   speeches   made   by 
,,  no  matter  what  their  importance,    hon.   Gentlemen    on    both   sides   of   the 
ten   o'clock    forty-six  Votes,    in-  j  House,  most  of  them,  I  am  afraid,  in  a 
ig  £5,100,000,  Avere  guillotined,  so  |  spirit   hostile    to    the   rule.      My    hon. 
mi  that  evening  sixty-five  Votes  out  I  friend    who  has   just  sat   down   made  a 
i  whole  151,  involving  nearly  eight    startling  revelation   of   the  methods   ho 
ns  of  money,  were  passed,  and  there- ,  was  in  the  habit  of  adopting  in  the  days 
nearly  half  the  Votes  were  not  dis-  j  l>efore  this  rule  came  into  force,  and  he 
I  at  all,  but  had  their  heads  cut  off  { indicated   what    I    confess   shocked    my 
the  operation  of  this  rule.    Among  j  innocent   mind,   that    it    had    been    his 
were  some  very  important  Votes,  I  practice,  under  threat,  I  will  not  say  of 
is  the  Vote  for  Uganda,  the  Vote  ]  obstruction,    but  at   all    events  of  able- 
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and  eloquent  discussion,  to  induce  the 
then  occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench  to 
make  all  sorts  of  surrenders  and  com- 
promises. He  regrets  that  happy  time, 
and  thinks  that  the  privileges  of  private 
Members  are  seriously  curtailed  because 
they  have  now  no  opportunity  of  driving 
these  surreptitious  bargains  behind  the 
Speaker's  chair.  But  I  can  hardly  believe, 
even  if  such  were  the  habitual  pro- 
cedure in  days  gone  by,  that  my  hon. 
friend  would  seriously  desire  that  those 
-days  should  be  restored.  I  will  point  out 
this  to  him.  He  enumerated  the  number 
of  Votes  passed  without  any  discussion 
under  the  automatic  closure  at  the  end 
of  the  session.  I  think  if  such  transac- 
tions as  my  hon.  friend  refers  to  did 
take  place,  precisely  the  same  thing 
occurred  in  those  days,  and  equally 
important  Votes  were  passed  through 
with  equally  marvellous  rapidity.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Stoke-on-Trent  said  the 
closure  was  not  sufficiently  applied  during 
the  course  x  of  the  Estimates  last  year. 
The  closure  is  really  very  imperfect.  I 
always  desire  to  work  it  in  harmony  with 
the  general  feeling  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
engaged  in  the  discussion.  There  are 
times,  no  doubt,  when  it  has  to  l>e  applied, 
but  very  often  the  result  of  such  an 
operation  is  to  irritate  temper  and  prolong 
discussion,  and  so  far  from  turning  the 
stream  of  the  delwite  into  useful  and  fer- 
tilising channels,  it  turns  the  discussion 
into  a  wrangle  in  which  there  ia  more 
•temper  than  wisdom  shown.  1  can  assure 
my  hon.  friend  that  I  am  most  anxious  to 
see  the  time  of  the  House  allotted  as 
fairly  as  possible  1>etween  the  different 
Votes,  but  it  is  impossible  for  that  to  l>e 
done  solely  on  the  initiative  of  any 
Minister.  Only  by  the  cooperation 
of  the  House  and  also  by  the 
co-operation  of  1km  lies  of  Members 
«uch  as  the  Irish  Members  with  reference 
to  Irish  Votes,  and  the  Scotch  Members 
with  reference* to  Scotch  Votes,  is  any 
satisfactory  allocation  of  time  between  the 
Votes  in  any  way  possible.  Two  hon. 
Gentlemen  from  Ireland  complained  of 
the  beggarly  allowance  of  time  given 
to  the  Irish  Estimates,  and  they 
complain,  as  I  understand,  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  that  time  between  the  Irish 
Votes.  Let  me  remind  hon.  Gentlemen 
that  the  allocation  of  time  between  the 
Irish  Votes  is  left  entirely  to  the  Irish 
Members.  When  I  am  told  that  this 
Vote   or  that  was  not  brought  on    at  a 

Mr.  A.  J.  Baljonr. 


convenient  time  last  year  on  the  days 
allocated  to  the  Irish  Votes,  I  can  only 
reply  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Irish 

'  Members  themselves.  I  am  always  ready 
to  place  Votes  in  the  order  in  which  the 

1  main  body  of  the  critics  of  the  Govern- 

;  ment  are  desirous  of  seeing  them.  The 
arrangement  of  the  Votes  is  not  so  much 

i  for  the  Government  as  for  the  critics  of 
the  Government,  and  if  I  have  been 
obliged  to  be  the  actual  person  responsible 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  Votes  I  have 
been  always  ready  to  take  the  advice  of 
hon.  Members  concerned.  The  first  year 
this  rule  was  brought  in  I  said  I  should 
like  to  see  the  order  of  the  Votes  and  the 
days   on   which   they  were   to  be  taken 

(  settled  by  a  Committee,  of  which,  unlike 
all  other  Committees,  the  majority  should 
l>elong    to  the  Opposition.      I    frankly 

i  admit   I   still  have  a  strong  leaning  to 

j  that  plan ;  it  would  relieve  me  from  a 
very  serious  and  disagreeable  responsi- 
bility, and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 

;  would  l>e  found  to  work  well.  But  I  am 
well  aware  that  the  change  is  rather  con- 
trary to  the  general  spirit  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  that  there  would  be 
difficulty  in  getting  the  House  to 
accept  it.  I  think,  therefore,  the  Govern- 
ment have  an  unanswerable  case  with 
reference  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
Votes.  I  now  come  to  the  time  given 
to  the  Votes.  It  is,  of  course,  open  to 
argument  whether  the  twenty  days  allo- 
cated   are  sufficient.     The  twenty  days 

'  were,  if  I  remember  rightly,  fixed  on  after 
a  consideration  of  the  average  time  taken 
in  previous  sessions  for  Supply.  That 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  fair  arrange- 

'  ment,  and  my  opinion  is  that  the  House 

i  would  be  sorry  to  see  the  period  increased. 
The  time  seems  to  be  sufficient,  but  if  the 
House  thinks  otherwise  I  shall  not  regard 
it  as  an  infringement  of  the  rule  if  the 
number  of  days  is  increased ;  but  I  should 

1  have  to  get  a  much  stronger  expression 

,  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  increase.  I  do 
really  think  that  the  Irish  Memtars  have 

1  a  very  adequate  slice  of  the  period  allo- 
cated for  Supply  given  to  them.  The 
hon.  Member  for  \V  aterford  threw  out  a 

■  suggestion  that  instead  of  taking  Fridays 
forlrish  Votes  we  should  take  successive 
days  so  far  as  it  was  possible.  If  that  be 
the  general  view  of  the  Irish  Members  it 
is  an  arrangement  which  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  consider.     The  hon.  Member  foi 

!  Lichfield  wished  a  special  exception  made 
this  year  in  favour  of  the  Army  Estimates, 
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but  I  would  point  out  to  him  that  we  are 
discussing  day  after  day  at  the  present 
time  Army  affairs  in  a  manner  which  does 
not  trench  on  the  twenty  days  for  Supply, 
and  that  a  very  convenient  opportunity 
is  given  on  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
chair  on  the  Army  Estimates  to  raise 
Army  questions,  and,  further,  that  the 
elasticity  our  rules  of  Supply  still  possess 
will  be  found  not  insufficient  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  These  are  all  the 
points  which  have  been  brought  before 
the  House,  and  I  hope  we  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  a  division. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S.) : 
The  Army  Votes  this  year  will  require 
very  careful  consideration,  and  I  would 
accordingly  move  to  add  the  word  "  two '' 
after  the  word  "  twenty  "  in  the  Order, 
so  that  we  may  have  better  opportunity 
of  discussing  them.     The  Under  Secre- 


tary for  War  told  the  House  that  we  have 
not  had  sufficient  time  in  recent  years  to 
discuss  the  Militia  or  the  Volunteer  force. 
If  that  is  so  there  is  all  the  more  reason 
why  we  should  discuss  them  this  year, 
and  the  two  extra  days  which  I  propose 
to  add  would  enable  us  to  discuss  very 
important  questions  dealing  with  the 
defence  of  this  country.  I  beg  to  move, 
Sir. 

Mr.  CHAXNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed    - 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  *  twenty,'  to  insert 
the  word  '  two.'  "—{Mr.  Strachcy.) 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'two' 
be  there  inserted." 

The  Houso  divided  : — Ayes,  1  M> ;  Noes, 
230.     (Division  List  No.  13.) 


Abraham,  Win.   (Cork,  N.E.) 
Allen,  William  (Gateshead) 
Amhrote.  Roliert 
Ashton,  Thomas  i  lair 
Asquith,  Kt.  Hn.  H.  Henry 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W. ) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.B. 
BilUon,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blake,  Edward 

Bowles,  Capt  H.F.  (Middlesex 
Bnmner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryee,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chan,  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
«'ampbelI-Bannerman,Sir  H. 
Chinning,  Francis  Allston 
<1ark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cnrran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Carran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalxiel,  James  Henry 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Doogta*,  Cha*.  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Eogledew,  Charles  John 
E«monde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farqahanon,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrel1,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Fitzmanriee,  Lord  Edmund 


AYES. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  B. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones.  Win.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSir  U 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  D  nis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  \\ .  (Cumberland) 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(  Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  .John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacDonnell,DrMA(Queen's  C 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  Wm.  (Comwall) 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Ricliard 
M'Leod,  Johu 
Maddison.  Fred. 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Montague,  Sir  S.  ( W  hitechapel 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Montrose) 
Moss,  Samuel 


M on  1  ton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Mahey,  William 
Para  ell,'  John  Howard 
Pease,  J.  A.  ( North umWland 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pil  kington ,  SirG .  A  ( Lancs.S  W 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Rol*rt  John 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Roliert  Threshie 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Charles  P.  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B. ) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  Jn.  (Forfarsh. ) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donald  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W. ) 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  .Jasper 
Wallace,  liolwrt 
Walton,  Joseph  Harnsley) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  F.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  H.J.  (Yorks,  W.R.) 
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Wilson,  .John  (Durham,  Mid.)  j 
Wilson,  John  (Govan)  ' 

Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough)  j 
WoodhoiiHe,SirJT(Hu(lilerHfd  | 


Woods,  Samuel 

Young,  Samuel  (('a van,  Kast) 

Yoxall,  Jame*  Henry 


Tellers  fou  the  Ayes  — 
Mr.  Strachey  and  Mr. 
Court  enay  Warner. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,  ( 'ap.  Sir  Alex  F. 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reyuell 
Archdale,  Edw.  Mervvn 
A  mold- Foster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  .James  (Walworth) 
BairJ,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.Hon.A.H.S.-(  Hunts 
Hart-lev,  George  ('.  T. 
BeaclOU.Hn.SirM.  H. (Bristol 
Regg,  Fenlinand  Faithfull 
Bethel  1,  Commander 
I  liddulph,  Michael 
Hill,  Charles 
Blakiston-Houston.  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Urine 
Bowles,T.  Gib*on(King'*Lyiiii 
Brassey.  Albert 
Broadhurst.  Henrv 
Brodrick.  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  II. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
< 'arson,  Kt.  Hon.  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish.  V.  C.W.  (Derhvsli. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  riist) 
( 'ecil,  Lord*  Hugh  (<  Jreenwich ) 
Cliamberlain,Rt.Hoii..T.(Birin. 
< 'haml>erlain,J.Aiisten(  Wore'r 
Chaplin.  Kt.  Hon.   Henry 
Chelsea.  Viscount 
Co^hill.  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colling*,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colonib.  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.   Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  K.  I  Hereford) 
Cotton-Jodrell.  Col.  Kdw.T.D. 
Courtney,  Kt.Hon.Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Irwin  Kdw.  Bain  bridge 
Cripps.  Charles  Ylfred 
Cross,  Herb. Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
( 'urzon,  Viscount 
Davies,M.Yamjhan-(  Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson.  Kobert  Ediuond 
Digby,  John  K.  1).   Wingtield 
Dixoii-Hartlaiid.Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Kdward 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  Williain'riieodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Druckcr,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Huliert   V. 
Dvke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Win.  Hari 


Egerton.  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D.  I 

Fellowe*,  Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Fergnsson,Rt.  HnSirJi  Manc'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (rCastbourne) 
Finch,  < George  H. 
Finlay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatync  ; 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesone 
Flower,  Ernest- 
Foster,  ( 'olonel  ( Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fry,  Lewis  ' 

Galloway,  William  Johnson      i 
Garlit,  \Villiam  ' 

Ged«'e,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk.    i 
Gold.  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General    , 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Kdward 
Gorst.  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gosehen,  Rt.Hn.G.J.  (St.  Geo. 
Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley.SirEdwardTemperley 
Greene,  II.  D.  (Shrewsbury)' 
Gretton,  John 

Greville,  Hon.  Ronald  ■ 

Hall,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles    , 
Halsev.  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  RoliertWm. 
Hardy.  Laurence 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
II elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,  Sir  Kdw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare.  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead 
Hi  tare.  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Houldsworth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston.  K.  l\ 
Howard.  J  o>ej  >h 
Howell..  X\  illuuu  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Hubbard.  Hon.  Kvelyn 
Jackson, Kt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  A.  (Frederick 
Jenkins.  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone.  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon.  James 
Keiiyon-Slanev.  Col.   William 
Keswick.  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Iiiitope,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liver jkjoI) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lecky,  Kt.  Hon.Wm.  E.  H. 
Leigh -Bennett.  Henrv  Carrie 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(TEve*ham 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe.  Francis  William  • 


Loyd.  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona.  John  Cumming 
Mae  I  ver.  David  ( Liverpool ) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M 'Arthur,  <  'harles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Mark*,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey-  Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  (olonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu, Hon.  J.Scott  (Hants. 
Moon,  Kdward  Kol>ert  Pacjr 
Morc,Robt.Jasper(Shroi>shire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mnntz.  Phi'ip  A. 
M  urray,  KtH  n  A<  irahani(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndhain(Bath 
Myers,  William'  Henry 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

<  >Neill,  Hon.  Kobert  Torreim 

<  >rr-Ewing,  < 'harles  Lindsay 
Parke*.  Ebenezer 

Pease,  H.  Pike  ( Darlington > 
Penn.John 

Phillpotts.  Capt.  Arthur 
Pierpoint.  Robert 
Pilkington.Kich(LancsNHWtfn 
Piatt -Higgins.  Frederick 
Plunkett ,  RtHnlioraceC  urzon 
Powell.  Sir  F'rancis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  < ieorce 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Kobert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rentoul.  James  Alexander 
Richard  *on,  J.(Durham,S.E.) 
Richardson.  SirT. (Hartlepool > 
Kidlev.Rt.Hn.Sir  MatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robertson.  Herlierti  Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Alliert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Koyds,  ( 'lenient  Molyiieux 
RusseUJ  ien.F\S.(  Cheltenham) 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder.  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  iLimehouae) 
Sassoon.  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saundcrson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  K.J- 
Suvory.  Sir  Joseph 
Seton-Karr,  Henrv 
Sharpe,  William  £dward  T. 
Simeon.  Sir  Harrington 


Business  of  the 

ir,  Louis  (Romford) 
Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 

James  Parker(Lanark8) 
Hon.W.F.D.  (Strand) 

y,  Eld.  James  (Somerset) 

g- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 

Sir  Benjamin 

s,  Arthur 
Hon.  Charles  Hedley 

Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

land.  Sir  Thomas 

,RtHnJ.G.(Oxfd  Univ. 
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Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorhurn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
I  Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
|  Wharton, Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
I  Whitmore,  Cliarles  Algernon 
I  Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
I  Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
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Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd, Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D' Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


n  Question  put. 

House  divided  : — Ayes,  303  ;  Noes,  62.     (Division  List  No.  14.) 


1-  Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
William  (Gateshead) 
en,  AugustusHnry  Eden 
Sir  William  Reynell 
lie,  Edward  Mervyn 
-Foster,  Hugh  O. 
Sir  William 
t,  Tnomas  Gair 
h,  Rt.Hn.  Herbt.  Henry 
on,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
.  James  (Walworth) 
John  George  Alexander 
in,  Alfred 

r,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
ry,  Frederick  George 
,  Frederic  Gorell 
RtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 

&tHn,.^M.H.*(  Bristol 
tont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Ferdinand  Faithfull 
I,  Commander 
ph,  Michael 
barles 
.Alfred 
,  Augustine 
ton-Houston,  John 
ill,  Colonel  Henry 
*,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
i,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlese  v ) 
«,T.  Gibson  (King'sLynn 
y,  Albert 
rarst,  Henry 
ck,  Rt.  Hoh.  St.  John 
iekl,  A.  Montagu 
,  Alexander  H. 
er,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Rt.  Hon.  James 
nan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
*homas 

ar,  John  George 
l,  Svdney  Charles 
ell,  James 

tell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
lifth,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
li»h,V.C.  W.(Derbys.) 
Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
jon\  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
erlain,Rt-  Hn.  J.(  Birm. ) 
erlain,  J .  Austen(  Worc*r 
i,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
i,  Viscount 

j.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.  J 


AYES. 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Coeke,C.W.Radcliffe(Herefd)  j 
Cotton-Jodrell,Col.Edw.T.D.  I 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard  H 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Hbt.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dairy m pie,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardign 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dikinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wimrfield- 
Dixon- Hart  land,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hn.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn  Sir  J(Mancr 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobt.  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  "Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Frv,  Lewis 

Galloway  William  Johnson 
Gartit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,' J.  Llovd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbt.  John 

E 


Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHn.G.J.(St.Geo,s. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.Hn. LordGeorge 
Han  bun',  Rt.Hn  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,  Lawrence 
Harwood,  Cieorge 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,  Sir  Edward  Stock  (Bristol 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampetead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn  Sirl' 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut -General 
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Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (\orks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  William  Ed.  H. 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Mac  don  a,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  .lames  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M*  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey-  Maui  waring,  Hn.W.F 
Mel vifle,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
More,Robt.  Jas{>er  (Shropsh. ) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  ((.'arm  rthen 
Money,  Ut.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morrell,  George  Herliert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col .  Wyndham( Bath ) 
Murray,  Ht.  Hn.  A.  Graham 
flyers,  William  Henry 
Xewdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.   Cecil   William 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Rol>ert  Torrens 


Orr-Ewinc,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Rich.  ( LancsN'ton) 
Pilkington,SirG.  A(Lancs.  SW 
Piatt- Higgina,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  lit.  Hn.  H.  Curzon    ' 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones.  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Ranch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Thrcshie 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J. (Durham,  S.  E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartle'pl) 
Rickett,  .1.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herb.  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  J>ir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russel  1,(  len .  F.  S.  ( Chel  i  enliain 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  .John* 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Alliert 
Saunderson,  Kt.  Hon.  Col. E.J. 
Savory,  Sir  .Joseph 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  C.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrinjrton 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AbelH.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 


Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlev 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talhot.RtHnJ.G.(Oxf  d  Univ. 
Tennant,  Harold  Johu 
Thomas,  Abel  (Cannartheii,E.) 
Thomas,  A  If  red  (Glamorgan.E. 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  W/Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Trittou,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wei  by,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon. .John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell  (B'ghm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  F.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  ( Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York*.) 
Wodehouse,RtHon.E.  R(Bath 
Woodhouse,SirJT(Hudder«fd 
Wort  ley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Teller*  for  the  Ayes  :— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham.  W.  (Cork,N.E.) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Eminott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Blake,  Edward 
Burns,  John 

Cameron,SirCharles(Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Rolnsrt  (Durham) 

<  'banning,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 

Cress,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 

<  'urran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.; 
Dalziel,  James  Henrv 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Dootfan,  P.  C. 

Engledew  Charles  John 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 


NOES. 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd  -George,  David 
MacDonnell,DrM  A  (Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  j 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
M  mil  ton,  John  Fletcher 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howanl 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  .John 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rol>erts,  John  Bryn  (EiHon) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatli) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tullv,  Jas]>er 
Wecfderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
WilHon,Henry  J.(York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.(  Middlesbrough 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxatl,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Mr.  Courtenay  Warner. 
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Ordered,  That  so  soon  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  has  been  appointed  and 
Estimates  have  been  presented,  the  Busi- 
ness of  Supply  shall  (until  it  be  disposed 
of)  be  the  first  Order  of  the  Day  on 
Friday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order 
on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 

moved  at  the  commencement  of  Public    lent  to  one  Three  o'clock  Sitting. 
Business  to  be  decided  without  Amend-  \ 
ment  or  Debate  ;  and  the  provisions  of    BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (REPORTS 
•Standing  Order  No.  56  shall  be  extended  \  OF  MONEY  COMMITTEES). 

to  Friday.  Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on  the 

Xr  .                . ,        „        .        i          ,    .        Reports  of  the  Committees  of  Supply  and 
>ot    more   than  twenty    days,    being    — r  -  rr  J- 


Provided  also  that  the  days  occupied 
by  the  consideration  of  Estimates  supple- 
mentary to  those  of  a  previous  Session, 
or  of  any  Vote  of  Credit,  shall  not  be 
included  in  the  computation  of  the 
twenty  days.  Provided  also  that  two 
Morning  Sittings  shall  be  deemed  equiva- 


i        u  x       *u    k-.u     r    *  "      * "  '     u  •  u    Ways  and  Means,  and  other  Committees 
days  before  the  5th  of  August,  on  which  .  ollf^al„„  thn  "^n^r.    0f    Public 


twenty 

the   Speaker  leaves  the  "fclor'the  i  authorising  the    expenditure 

vuc   »!»«»<;•    ■<»  w   mi,  ^»»"  "       Money,  may  he    entered    upon    at  any 

^mm^:i^LW^T,^T^rX^  opposed,  and  Shall  not  b^ 

interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any 


put,  counting  from  the  first  day  on  which 
the  Speaker  so  left  the  Chair  under 
Standing  Order  No.  56,  shall  be  allotted 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Annual 
Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil 
Services,  including  Votes  on  Account,  the 
Business  of  Supply  standing  first  Order 
-on  every  such  day. 

Provided  always,  that  on  Motion  made 
after  Notice  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
to   be  decided  without  Amendment 
Debate,   additional 

three  days,    may      _    

Business  of  Supply,  either  before  or  after 
the  5th  of  August. 


the  provisions 
Standing  Order  regulating  the  Sittings  of 
the  House,  except  of  Standing  Order 
No.  5.— {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 


ECCLESIASTICAL  ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND).  ' 

*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  beg  to 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  relating  to 
Ecclesiastical  Assessments  in  Scotland, 
time,  not  exceeding  This  is  practically  the  Bill  to  which  the 
be  allotted  for  the  House  gave  a  Second  Reading;  last  session, 
when  it  was  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn.     The  Bill 


or 


On  the  last  but  one  of  the  allotted  has  been  rertratted,  and  we  have  given 
days,  at  Ten  o'clock  p.m.,  the  Chairman  .  effect,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  suggestions 
«oall    proceed    to   put   forthwith    every 


made  on  that  occasion. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  regarding 
Ecclesiastical  Assessments  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  by  the  Lord 
Ad\  ocate. 


Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
outstanding  Votes  in  Committee  of 
Supply;  and  on  the  last,  not  being 
earlier  than  the  twentieth  of  the  allotted 
days,  the  Speaker  shall,  at  Ten  o'clock 
p.m.,  proceed  to  put  forthwith  every 
Question  necessary  to  complete  the  out- 
standing Reports  of  Supply. 

On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding 
the  Business  of  Supply,  the  consideration  ,   . 
of  such  business  shall  not  be  anticipated  j  ^inie  ■  .  - 

by    a    Motion    of    Adjournment    under  !  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  83.] 
Standing  Order  No.  17;  nor   may    any  j  

history  Motion  be  moved  on  such  pro- 


ECCLESIASTICAL  ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  regarding  Eccle 
siastical  Assessments  in  Scotland,"  pre 
sented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
to   be   read   a   second   time   upon 


eeedings ;  nor  shall  they  be  interrupted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Order  relating  to  the  Sittings  of  the 
House. 

Provided  always  that  any  Additional 
Estimate  for  any  new  service  or  matter, 
not  included  in  the  original  Estimates  for 
the  year,  shall  be  submitted  for  considera- 
tion in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  any 
dxy  not  later  than  two  days  before  the 
Committee  is  closed. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowthkr,  Cumberland, 
Penrith,  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
1899-1900. 

Number    of  Land    Forces. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
k  That  a  further  number  of  Land  Forces, 

E  2 
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not  exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  l>c  Imperialism  which  has  cost  so  much 
maintained  for  the  service  of  the  United  j  blood  and  treasure,  you  must  admit  that 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at «  we  have  the  courage  of  our  opinions,  and 
home  and  abroad,  during  the  year  ending  :  that  with  our  voices  and  by  our  votes  we 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900." — (Mr.  j  are  to  oppose  every  step  which  is  taken 
ffywlham.)      "  ,  to  prosecute  this  war.     I  cannot  regard 

I  with  admiration,  or  even  common  respect, 

♦Mr.   WILLIAM    REDMOND   (Clare,  ,  *f  attitude  of  the  great  bulk   of   the 

t?  \      t*        n    i  *k      ,,™ii^;~«  ~(   Liberal  partv  in  regard  to  this  war.  With 

E.) :    It  will    be  in  the    recollection  of  ■      £        t  -ir     «.  *•         *u      t  -u  ««i 

1     .         ,ri         ,         ,.        i.    i       ■  a  &w    brilliant   exceptions   the    Liberal 

most  hoii.  Members  that  during  the  last  j  party    has    funked    the    whole    mtLttmm 

session  of  this  House  in  October  I  took  Speeches  have  been  made  stating  that  the 
the  opportunity  of  opposing  the  Vote  of  I  war  is  unjust,  cruel,  and  not  warranted 
ten  millions  for  the  prosecution  of  the  j  by  circumstances.  It  has  been  denounced 
war.  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to  in  all  the  moods  and  tenses,  but  when  it 
oppose  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  j  comes  to  the  point  of  voting  millions 
believing  it  to  be  unnecessary  and  utterly  of  the  hard-earned  money  of  the  tax- 
unjust.  In  continuation  of  the  protest  I  payers  there  will  not  be  half  a  dozen 
made  last  session,  I  now  rise  to  offer  ]  Liberal  Members  with  sufficient  courage 
opposition  to  the  Vote  which  is  before  '  to  walk  into  the  lobby  against  the  Vote. 
the  House  to  increase  the  Army  by  |  Yesterday  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
120,000  men  and  give  £13,000,000  more  ,  Westminster  Palace  Hotel,  and  a  number 
to  prosecute  this  war.  1  have  reason  to  ■  of  resolutions  were  passed  ;  by  the  first, 
know  that  the  action  of  hon.  Members  i  it  was  solemnly  declared  that  this  war 
who  oppose  the  war  has  created  a  great  |  was  a  crime  and  a  blunder :  by  the  last 
deal  of  displeasure  both  in  this  House  of  a  long  string  of  resolutions,  unbounded 
and  in  the  country.  English  Members  ■  confidence  was  expressed  in  the  Leader 
who  have  opposes  I  the  war  have  in  some  :  of  the  Opposition  and  the  leaders  of  the 
instances  been  offered  actual  violence  '  party  generally.  What  does  it  mean  1 
when  addressing  public  meetings  in  this  To  a  plain  man  it  is  extraordinary  to* 
country.  In  Ireland  it  is  different :  there  find  great  politicians  in  a  party  of  this 
we  have  the  support  of  our  constituents  ;  j  country  stating  in  one  breath  that  the 
but  we  who  represent  Ireland  have  during  ;  war  is  a  crime,  and  in  the  next  voting; 
the  Parliamentary  session  to  live  in  j  millions  of  money  for  its  prosecution. 
England,  and  I  may  sav  there  is  not  a  .  The  argument  seems  to  be  that  this  war- 
post  delivered  in  this  rfouse  which  does  |  is  unjust,  but  it  is  to  the  advantage  of 
not  bring  to  me  and  other  Members  England  to  prosecute  it  to  a  conclusion, 
numbers  of  letters  reviling  us  in  the  most  |  However  unjust,  however  criminal,  it  ia 
virulent  terms  because  we  have  the  j  necessary  for  the  honour  of  the  country, 
common  courage  to  state  here  that  which  the  glory  and  the  good  name  of  England, 
we  know  expresses  the  feelings  of  our  ■  that  the  war  should  be  prosecuted  for 
constituencies.  Mr.  Lowther,  no  amount  ■  many  more  months  to  come,  with  untold 
of  intimidation  of  this  character  will .  shedding  of  blood  and  spending  of.' 
prevent  me  from  honestly  saying  that  i  treasure.  I  say  that  every  additional 
which  I  feel  is  right,  and  what  I  should  be  (  day,  week,  and  month  the  war  lasts  is- 
a  coward  not  to  say.  Hon.  Members  ]  calculated  to  bring  greater  dishonour,, 
representing  Unionist  constituencies  have  '  shame,  and  loss  of  glory  to  England.  If 
sometimes  quoted  speeches  made  by  me  J  the  people  had  any  regard  for  their  good 
in  Ireland  in  connection  with  this  war.  '  name,  and  desired  to  do  that  which  would 
I  am  prepared  to  repeat  here  every  ;  cause  every  people  in  the  world  to  respect 
sentence  of  the  speeches  I  made  in  :  England,  they  would  say  there  was  amis- 
Ireland  on  the  subject.  It  is  not  because  !  take  made  in  commencing  this  war,  and 
we  are  confronted  with  the  representa- ,  the  best  way  we  can  repair  that  mistake  is 
tives  of  the  British  people  that  we  would  I  to  admit  that  it  was  made  and  withdraw 
abate  our  tone  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  \  from  this  proceeding,,  and  acknowledge 
one  sentence  of  our  sympathies  with  .  before  the  world;  the  error  of  judgment 
regard  to  this  war.  Whatever  you  may  •  which  led  us  into  it,  and.  give  the  people 
think  of  our  sympathies,  treasonable  and  .  of  South  Africa  that  independence  for 
disloyal  as  you  regard  them,  scandalous  j  which  they  are  prepared  to  lay  down 
as    you    may   regaixl    our   views   of   an  t  their,  lives.     Than  ail  the  world  will  say 
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'when  England  made  a  mistake  she  had  [  It  is  said  that  the  object  of  the  war  is 
the  courage  to  acknowledge  it — a  great  to  make  peace.  Are  the  Government 
•deal  more  courage  is  often  shown  by  ,  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  after 
acknowledging  an  error  than  the  prosecu-  months,  and  perhaps  years,  of  bloodshed 
tion  of  a  war.  We  hear  about  the  disaster  i  in  South  Africa,  after  thousands  of 
of  Majuba.  I  was  one.  of  those  who  re-  j  homes  in  South  Africa  have  been 
joiced  at  it,  but  even  we  could  not  restrain  j  rendered  desolate  and  miserable,  that  the 
from  paying  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  j  Dutch  and  English  will  sit  side  by  side  in 
the  action  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  the  then  :  friendship  and  amity.  Where  is  there  an 
Liberal  Administration  which  had  the  j  historical  parallel  in  the  world  which  goes 
•courage  to  face  the  fanaticism  of  the  Tory  j  to  prove  that  a  bloody  campaign  of  this 
jingo  Imperialists  of  the  country  and  .  kind  tends  to  the  peace  of  two  races  1  I 
make  peace  with  the  Transvaal,  giving  ,  was  reading  a  short  time  ago  a  speech  of 
back  to  the  Dutch  people  in  South  Africa  ;  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  his  age, 
■the  right  to  govern  their  own  country,  1  Edmund  Burke.  He  was  speaking  on  the 
because  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  And  American  War,  and  he  used  these  remark- 
nothing  has  redounded  more  to  the  honour  able  words,  which  are,  I  venture  to  think, 
•of  England  throughout  the  world  than  the  ■  applicable  to  this  war—  - 
policy    of    Majuba.      I  listened    to  the  !  . 

speech  of  the  man  whose  conduct  has  .  M*orce  alone  w  but  temporary.  iin<1 la  nation 
*^  ,  Jii    i  •    i  a    w  not  governed  which  is   perpetually   to  l>e 

■at    least    filled    every    generous-minded    conquered/' 
Irishman     with     admiration,     the     late 

Member  for  Plymouth,  Sir  Edward  You  have  been  using  force  against  the 
Clarke,  a  strong  Unionist,  who  had  Boers  for  the  whole  of  the  century,  and 
the  courage  of  his  opinions,  and  the  result  is  that  so  far  from  there  being 
who  vacated  his  seat  in  Parliament,  but  peace,  the  lines  of  separation  are  wider 
who  by  so  doing  has  gained  the  respect  of  than  ever.  It  is  no  use  to  sanction  the  in- 
•every  politician  in  the  world.  I  should  crease  of  120,000  men  to  the  Army  without 
like  to  see  some  Liberal  statesman  exhibit  ■  dealing  with  the  cost,  and  we  shall  be 
«ome  of  the  spirit  and  manliness  of  Sir  •  asked  to  sanction  a  Vote  of  £13,000,000. 
Edward  Clarke,  but  they  think  it  is  better  '  £23,000,000  has  already  been  spent 
not  to  take  a  course  which  may  cause  j  on  this  horrible  campaign  From 
their  constituents  to  call  upon  them  to  ;  an  Irish  point  of  view  can  anybody 
resign.  Although  the  big  battalions  i  complain  if  we  raise  our  voices  to  protest 
behind  the  Government  were  compelled  |  against  this  enormous  expenditure  when 
to  go  into  the  lobby  against  him,  the  '  we  see  the  dire  necessity  in  our  own 
House  is  obliged  to  admit  that  the  balance  j  country  for  the  expenditure  of  capital, 
of  argument  was  with  Sir  Edward.  The  '  and  if  we  view  with  dismay  and  indigna- 
most  remarkable  part  of  this  discussion  |  tion  the  initiation  of  a  policy  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  complete  change  j  denies  Ireland  everything  she  wants,  and 
of  front  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  ,  lavishes  on  what  we  believe  to  be  an  un- 
just  war    such   expenditure.     I  am  glad 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  The  j  that  I  am  not  an  English  Radical  Member 
question  the  hon.  Member  is  now  going  .  *>  h?  compelled  to  sit  silently  on  these 
...       A     ,         ,  A    ,,  *•      iTr       i  benches  and  vote   million  after  million, 

^n"  ^."^  <h1(!<lUM?0?  ft"  '  when  the  House  knows  perfectly  well 
the  Committee.  The  policy  which  led  up  i  that  that  monev  should  be  devoted  to 
to  the  war  cannot  be  discussed;  only  the  ,  matters  of  greater  and  more  urgent  im- 
policy of  continuing  it.  portance  in  the  interest  of  the  masses.     I 

am  not  going  to  enter  into  any  alterna- 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Then  I  tive  schemes  in  regard  to  this  matter ; 
will  go  no  further  than  to  say  that  all  last '  but  when  we  have,  as  we  have  at  this 
session  we  were  told  of  specific  grievances,  !time»   a  famine  in    India    resulting    in 

and  now  the  right  hon  Gentleman  the  '  t'™0'?00  °'the  ^  J*'"*8  f°f  Her 
«,.,,,  &  ,         ,  .        Maiestv  suffering  all  the  norroi-s  of  misery 

Colonial  Secretary  says  that  the  war  has  !  ^d  8tarvatiori)  a&nd  which  t  am  told  not  a 

not  been  brought  about  by  any  specific  (  penny  of  Imperial  money  is  to  be  given  to 

grievance,  but  is  the  consequence  of  old  i  relieve,  and  when  we  shall  l>e  asked  to- 

.strained  relations,   existing  even    before  ,  morrow  to  vote  £13,000,000  to  drive  to 

1*81.  That  is  a  complete  change  of  front,  j  their  last  rest  100,000  men  in  South  Africa 
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whoso  only  crime  is  their  love  for  their  ;  old  age  of  your  kith  and  kin  in  England, 


country,  I  say  it  is  a  scandal  and  a  dis- 
grace. 1  venture  to  predict  that  England 
will  never  be  secure  until  she  learns  the 
lesson  that  other  peoples  have  the  same 
spirit  of  patriotism  and  national  pride 
which  they  themselves  possess,  and  that 
they  should  also  be  allowed  to  live  and  be 
proud  of  their  country.  I  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Old  Age  Pensions  last 
year,  and  everybody  who  has  studied  this 
question  knows  that  the  one  great  diffi- 
culty, and  the  one  argument  that  could  be 
adduced  against  establishment  of  old  age 
pensions  in  this  country-  for  the  relief  of 
aged   working  men    who  can  no    longer 


Scotland,  and  Ireland.  You  are  aiding 
in  prosecuting  a  war  which  no  one  can 
say  will  under  any  circumstances  brinjr 
glory  to  England.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  men  are  being  asked  for 
in  this  Vote.  I  wonder  if  it  has  ever 
occurred  to  the  people  of  this  country 
what  a  great  disparity  there  exists  be- 
tween the  forces  now~  opposed  to  each 
other  in  South  Africa.  I  wonder  if  the 
outside  public  realise  that  at  the  present 
time  there  is  in  South  Africa  in  the  uni- 
form of  the  Queen  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Roberts  an  army  of  soldiers 
under  arms   larger   in  number  than  the 


toil — was  that  the  necessary  funds  could    whole  Boer  population — men,  women  and 
not  be  found,  that  the  money    was  not    ~' ",'1  '     *    "    m'  '        '   ^ 

available,  and  no  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  could  be  found  who 
would  give  it.  That  being  the 
only  argument  against  a  measure  which, 


children — in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
Free  State  combined.  I  give  the  figures. 
Figures,  like  all  statistics,  may  vary  to- 
some  extent,  but  I  say  that  nobody 
who     has     inquired    into   the    statistics 

in  principle,  received  the  support  of  the    of     the      Transvaal     and     the     Orangje 

right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Sec- !  Fn 


Free    State,,   or    who    has    secured    hi* 


information  on  the  spot  can  deny  that 
approximately  the  figures  I  have  given 
are  correct.  Excluding  the  Uitlandere 
and  the  people  of  British  blood  in  the 
Orange   Free   State   and   the   Transvaal, 

;  there  are    180,000  Boers,,  men,  women,. 

,  and   children,    in   those   two    small   pro- 


n:tary,  I  say  here,  Sir,  that  I  thank  God 
I  am  not  a  Radical  or  a  Liberal  Member 
of  Parliament  to  sit  silently  in  this  House 
and  vote  millions  of  money  for  this  unjust 
war ;  while  relief  is  denied  which  might 
sweeten  the  old  age  of  working  men 
whose  right  arms  are  no  longer   strong, 

and  who  are  suffered  to  drag  their  1  vinces.  I  have  heard  it  said  by  one 
weary  limbs  through  the  streets  of !  authority  that  there  are  10;000  more* 
this  land,  in  absolute  misery  and  want  and  by  another  that  there  are  lOjOOQ* 
to  the  end  of  their  days,  or  beg  their  way  less  ;  but  I  have  never  heard  it  stated 
to  the  workhouse.  I  do  not  know  what  i  by  anyone  speaking  with  authority  that 
the  immediate  result  of  this  war  will  be.  '  there  are,  even  on.  the  widest  estimate,. 
I  do  know  that  great  enthusiasm  exists  ,  more  than  200,000  men,  women,  and 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  to  it ;  j  children  in  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the> 
and  whether  inside  or  outside  this  House,  Transvaal.  Accordingly  with  your  200,000 
the  general  cry  seems  to  be,  "  Hang  the  :  men  you  have  a  soldier-  with  a  weapon  in- 
expense ! "  u  Send  out  the  money,"  say  '  his  hand  for  every  man,,  woman,  and 
they.  "  The  great  thing  to  do  is  to  plant '  child  in  the  two  Republics  you  are  in- 
the  Union  Jack  in  Pretoria."     That  is  the    vading.     And  yet  we  are  now  asked  to. 


prevailing  sentiment  of  the  day.  Ah,  but 
a  revulsion  of  feeling  will  yet  succeed  this 
frenzied  cry  for  war,  as  sure  as  I  am  stand- 
ing here  to-night.  It  may  be  later,  it 
may  come  soon ;  but  sooner  or  later 
the  time  will  come  when  not  only 
the  Government,  who  are  respon- 
sible for  this  extravagant  expenditure 
of  blood  and  treasure,  but  every  man  in 
this  House  who  gives  his  vote  to  this 
resolution  will  be  called  to  account  by  the 
country  and  his  constituents.  You  will 
be  asked  why  you  sanctioned  this  expendi- 
ture, when  at  the  same  time  you  offered 


vote  for  120,000  more  men.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  it  explained  by  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  is  to  be 
done  in  the  way  of  garrisoning  South 
Africa  when  the  war  is  brought  to  a 
close.  After  you  have  planted  the  Union. 
Jack  in  Pretoria  you  will  require  100,000* 
men  to  permanently  garrison  South  Africa,, 
and  they  will  have  to  be  maintained 
there  a  longer  time  than  you  would 
care  to  prophesy  on  the  occasion  of 
this  Vote.  The  rural  population  of  the 
whole  of  these  vast  territories  is  almost 
entirely  Dutch,  and  to  guarantee  peace 


no  relief  to  your  starving  fellow-subjects  I  you   must  make  your   garrisons   strong; 
in  India,  and  made  no  provision  for  the  j  enough,  and  I  say  therefore  to-  prevent 

Mr.  William  lledmond. 
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he  outbreak  of  a  revolution  you  must 
permanently  lock  up  your  100,000  men 
ihere,  and  that  will  inevitably  force  you 
into  a  scheme  for  conscription.  The  pro- 
posed new  Army  scheme  is  neither 
voluntaryism  nor  conscription ;  it  is  a 
sort  of  half-hearted  steering  between  the  . 
two,  but  it  cannot  possibly  work,  and  in  ; 
the  end,  as  I  have  said,  the  country  will 
be  driven  to  adopt  conscription.  But 
will  they  do  it  ?  I  say  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  nine-tenths  of  the  Volunteers 
ami  the  young  men  of  this  country  to 
give  up  their  employment  and  go  under 
canvas  for  one  month ;  their  employers 
could  not  sanction  it ;  it  would  derange 
the  whole  commercial  life  of  the  country. 
I  say  that  when  this  war  has  passed 
away,  and  when  the  people  see  things  in 
their  proper  colours — at  present  they  can 
see  nothing  but  khaki  colour,  an  extremely 
unpleasant  colour,  in  my  opinion — it  will 
tie  found  that  this  little  war  in  South 
Africa  has  landed  the  country  into  an 
expenditure  of  what  in  the  end  will  be 
100  millions.  We  hear  a  great  deal 
just  now  about  the  way  in  which  the 
colonies  have  supported  the  mother 
country,  and  no  doubt  the  colonists 
have  warmly  responded  to  the  call. 
The  principal  reason  for  that,  I  take  it,  is 
that  you  gave  them  the  Home  Rule  which 
you  won't  give  us  in  Ireland.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  the  colonists  have  supplied  you 
with  quite  a  number  of  men  ;  but  I  know 
them  intimately,  and  I  venturo  to  say 
that  the  colonies  will  not  give  you  one 
single  penny  piece  towards  the  future 
extra  cost  of  your  increased  regular  Army.  . 
If,  then,  you  are  going  to  increase  your 
standing  Army,  and  to  depart  from  the 
old  British  principle  of  a  small  standing 
Army,  with  a  goodly  complement  of  j 
Volunteers,  I  would  ask  you  who  is  going  j 
to  bear  the  increased  cost  ?  It  will  have  j 
to  he  borne  solely  by  the  people  of  this 
country.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
war  inaugurates  a  sad  and  serious  era  in 
the  history  of  England.  It  is  an  era  of 
unjust  and  unnecessary  warfare  waged 
against  a  small  Christian  country.  It  is 
leading  us  into  a  policy  of  maintaining  a 
huge  standing  army,  which  is  the 
ljeginning  of  a  ruinous  system  of  mili- 
tarism— a  system  that  is  already  sapping 
the  life's  blood  of  the  Continent.  What 
is  to  be  gained  by  it  ?  Supposing  you 
disarm  every  Dutchman  in  the  Transvaal 
to-morrow,  what  better  off  will  you  be  1 
You  would  have  the  territory,  it  is  true ; 


but  God  Almighty  knows  that  this 
Empire  has  territory  enough  already.  If 
this  war  is  to  be  continued,  in  the  name 
of  common  honesty  let  the  mask 
of  hypocrisy  be  torn  from  the  face  of  those 
who  are  prosecuting  it,  and  let  the  people 
see  their  mistake,  that  it  is  not  a  conflict 
in  the  cause  of  right  or  of  good  govern- 
ment, but  in  the  furtherance  of  a  policy 
of  aggrandisement  and  land-grabbing. 
An  hon.  Member  asked  the  other  day— 

'*  How  can  the  Boers  in  the  end  expect  to- 
withstand  the  force  of  the  British  arms? 
Where  are  they  to  turn  for  help?  Germany 
won't  help  them.    America  is  too  far  away." 

Ay,  it  was  a  sad,  a  miserablo  day  for  the 
Boers  that  their  country  was  not  nearer 
to  America.  Had  it  been  otherwise  the 
wings  of  the  American  Eagle — that 
glorious  emblem  of  liberty  and  equality 
— would  have  sheltered  them  in  this 
time  of  stress  and  trial.  As  my 
hon.  friend  said,  however,  they  can 
put  their  trust  in  God.  Most  sincerely 
do  I  believe,  Sir,  that  the  defeats  and 
disasters  which  have  overtaken  the  British 
forces  hitherto  have  not  been  due  to  want 
of  pluck  and  courage  on  the  part  of  the 
men,  or  for  want  of  gallant  leader- 
ship by  their  officers.  I  solemnly 
avow  my  firm  conviction  that  they 
are  due  to  the  interposition  of 
Heaven  l>ecause  the  war  is  unjust. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  wound  up  his  speech  last 
session  by  a  quotation  from  Shakespeare, 
saying,  with  a  jaunty  air,  as  though  the 
battle  was  won,  that  his  quarrel  was  just. 
That  was  one  of  the  wise  sayings  of 
William  Shakespeare,  but  it  applied  not 
to  vour  cause  but  to  that  of  the  Boers, 
for  "of  them  it  may  be  said  with  perfect 
truth — 

'•  Thrice  is  he  aroi'd  that  hath  his  quarrel 

just ; 
And   he  but  naked,  though  lock'd    up 

in  steel, 
Whose    conscience   with     injustice    is 

corrupted." 

♦Colonel  LONG  (Worcestershire, 
Evesham) :  I  have  listened  attentively  to 
the  eloquent  speech  which  has  just  been 
delivered,  but  the  whole  of  the  argument 
stands  or  falls  by  the  point  whether  or 
not  this  war  is  a  just  one.  As  the  great 
bulk  of  my  countrymen,  after  due  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  matter,  have  come 
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to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  just  war,  I 
do  not  propose  to  follow  the  hon.  Meml>er 
along  the  well  worn  path  of  argument 
which  has  already  been  so  often  trod  in 
this  House.  Rather  will  I  take  the 
humbler  part  of  asking  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  for  a  little  further  information 
and  light.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  lines 
upon  which  the  Government  have  brought 
forward  the  proposed  scheme  are,  perhaps, 
the  only  lines  upon  which  they  could  act 
at  present.  But  whether  the  proposals 
will  produce  a  real  and  effective  force,  or 
whether  they  will  prove  abortive,  depends 
entirely  upon  how  they  are  carried  out, 
and  the  steps  that  are  taken  with  details. 
Therefore,  without  desiring  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  to  go  into  all  the  potty 
detail,  I  would  ask  him  in  certain 
directions  to  fill  in  a  little  more  the 
somewhat  slight  sketch  with  which  he 
has  favoured  the  committee.  When  the 
great  war  was  going  on  l>etween  North 
and  South  America  both  sides  organised 
army  after  army,  and  rapidly  turned  large 
numbers  of  men  into  good  fighting 
material.  The  problem  which  was  then 
solved  by  the  Northern  States,  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  problem  at  present 
before  this  country.  There  is  some- 
thing extremely  tangible  in  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  to  raise  a 
certain  number  of  extra  battalions  and 
the  long  wished  for  artillery,  for  the 
regular  forces  of  this  country.  But  under 
ordinary  circumstances  it  would  undoubt- 
edly take  eighteen  months  or  two  years 
for  those  forces  to  become  really  effective 
and  available.  How  do  the  Government 
propose  to  accelerate  the  bringing  of  these 
new  men  to  an  effective  condition  ?  If  it 
is  to  l>e  done  rapidly,  it  is  evident  the 
ordinary  routine  of  passing  a  man  from 
the  recruit  stage  to  that  of  a  regular 
soldier  must  be  entirely  altered.  Setting 
up  drill,  general  smartness,  precision  of 
parade  movements  are  all  most  desirable  in 
an  army,  but  they  are  not  really  neces- 
sary for  the  actual  matter  of  fighting, 
whereas  shooting,  skirmishing,  the  art  of 
entrenching  and  making  cover,  and  out- 
post duty  are  absolutely  vital  in  modern 
war.  Therefore,  if  these  various  units 
are  to  1m?  brought  together  rapidly,  it  is 
evident  that  every  single  moment  which,  : 
without  over-working  the  men,  can 
be  devoted  to  instruction  must  l>e 
given,  not  to  the  merely  ornamental  por- 
tions of  soldiering,  but  to  the  vital  neces-  j 
sities  of  the  fighting  line.     It  may  be  said 


that  this  is  the  mere  ABC,  and  will,  of 
course,  be  attended  to.     I  would  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to   remember  that   any 
I  officer  who  finds  himself  in  command  of 
I  any    of    these    units,  whether  they    be 
j  liattalions      or      batteries,      and      sets 
I  aside      tradition       and       proceeds      to 
,  devote   himself  simply  to    the  essentials 
1  of     the    fighting     line,     will     risk     his 
I  professional  reputation  and  run  the  chance 
!  of  professional  ruin  if  he  happens  to  be 
inspected  by  an  old-fashioned  officer  who 
I  still  retains  the  old  tradition  about  this 
and  that  being  necessary.     The  only  safe- 
guard will  be  clear  and  distinct  orders 
I  issued  from  headquarters.     I  would  ask 
I  whether  the  Horse  Guards  really  recog- 
nise this  condition  of  affairs,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  issue  definite  orders  as  to  the  in- 
I  struction  to  be  given  to  these  new  units. 
As  to  the  proposals  in  reference  to  the 
I  Militia  and  the  Volunteers,  they  are  only 
semi-tangible.     The  whole  of  the  remain- 
:  ing  battalions  of  Militia  are  to  be  called 
1  out  and  placed  in  camps.     In  our  country 
there  are  only  al>out  six  months  during 
which  men  can  be  instructed  in  camp,  and 
many  of  the   Militia  regiments  are  cer- 
tainly  not   up  to    strength.      Therefore 
the  proposals,  as  far  as  the  Militia  are 
concerned,  rest  on  a  series  of  "ifs."     No 
doubt  these  battalions  in  camp  will,  in  the 
course  of  five  or  six  months,  form  a  very 
excellent   fighting  body  if  sufficient  re- 
cruits are  forthcoming  to  make  them  up 
to  full  strength,  if  that  body  of  recruits 
are  forthcoming  during  the  next  couple  of 
months  so  as  to  enable  them  to  go  through 
a   course   of  instruction   in  the  summer 
months,  and  if  a  course  of  instruction  in 
the  real  essential  points  of  the  fighting 
line  is  carefully  laid  down  and  followed. 
On  those  three  "  ifs  "  rests  the  probability 
of   the    Militia   proposals  resulting  in  a 
really  effective  force  either  for  home  de- 
fence or  for  South  Africa.     1  should  like 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  to  tell  us 
whether  these  things  will  be  carried  out. 
The   War   Office   have   no  doubt   about 
their     ability    to    get     recruits,    but    I 
have    not    come    across     anybody     else 
who  takes  quite  the  same  view.   .  More- 
over, the  very  figures  given  us   by  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  during 
the     delate     bear     out     the    idea    that 
although    in    the    course    of    time    the 
numl>ers  may  be  forthcoming,  they  will 
not  be  available   in  time  for  a  complete 
course  of   instruction  during  the  coming 
summer,  because  the  Under  Secretary  for 
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War  reckoned  to  be  able  to  get  men  at  ( 
the  rate  of  3,000  per  month.     From  the  i 
tact  of  starting  below  strength,  combined 
with  the  drain  that  will  take  place  on  the  , 
Militia,  we  shall  probably  require  from  . 
21,000  to  30,000  men  to  bring  the  bat- 1 
talions  up  to  full  strength.     That  means  j 
that  with  a  recruiting  power  of  3,000  per  . 
month,  seven  or  ten  months  must  olapse  i 
before  the  liattalions  are  in  full  force.    We 
should  not,  therefore,  in  all  probability,  in 
the  course  of  this  year  be  able  to  get  our 
Militia    battalions    thoroughly   effective. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  would  ask  j 
whether  the  Government  would  be  pre- ; 
pared,  if  they  find  they  are  not  getting  i 
sufficient  recruits,  to  fix  a  period  at  which 
they  would  have  recourse  to  other  means, 
namely,  the  ballot.     I  know  the  Govern- 
ment objects   to  any  compulsion.     But, 
in  the  first  place,  the  Ballot  Act  is  very 
different     from    conscription ;    secondly, 
wherever   1   have  gone  during  the   last 
nooth  or  so  in  my  own  constituency  I 
fiave  found  all  classes  alike — shopkeepers, 
farmers,  and  labourers — recognising  the 
necessity  of    there   being  in   the  future 
some  means  whereby  the  requisite  men 
can    be   raised   for  the  defence   of    the 
country ;   and    lastly,     the    Ballot    Act 
has  undoubtedly  been  retained  in  order 
that  in  a   case  of  great   national  emer- 
gency there  should  be  some  means  of  ' 
obtaining  men   promptly.      Surely  now,  ; 
when  our  military  resources  are  strained  ; 
to  the  utmost   degree  now,    when   it  is  i 
tpiite  possible  that   within  a  few  weeks 
we     shall     hear    of     the    surrender    of  > 
10,000  of  the  very  flower  of  the  English  ' 
Army,   now  is  a  moment  of  emergency. 
Will   the  Government  undertake,  if  the  ; 
necessary     recruits  are  not  forthcoming  j 
withinsome  given  period — I  should  like  to  >. 
say  by  the  end  of  April — to  bring  the  Ballot ' 
Act  into  force  ?     If  the  Government  were  ' 
prepared  to  take  any  such  action,  they  of  ; 
course  would  have,  in  the  intervening  time,  ! 
to  take  steps  to  make  the  Act  available  (it 
being  at    present    suspended)    and    the  j 
machinery  workable.     With  regard  to  the  : 
Volunteers,  I  understand  the  proposal  to 
be   that   corps    should   be  asked  to  go  '■ 
into    camp,  if    possible,    for    a    month.  ■ 
Under     the    peculiar    circumstances    of  i 
the  moment  it   is    possible    that   some  I 
battalions,  at  great  personal   sacrifice  to  | 
many  of  the  men  and  to  many  employers,  I 
may* go  to  these  camps.     But  the  idea  is  j 
entirely  antagonistic  to  all  the  conditions  i 
)f  the  Volunteer  force,  and  there  must 


be  many  battalions  who  would  very  much 
like  to  accept  the  invitation,  but  will  not 
be  able  to  do  so.  There  is  one  thing  I 
should  like  to  direct  attention  to  in  this 
connection.  Now  that  recruiting  for 
the  Volunteers  is  thrown  open,  vast 
numliers  of  individuals  will  come  forward 
and  join — men  with  a  certain  amount  of 
leisure,  and  who  can  afford  to  give  the 
time.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether 
arrangements  will  be  made  whereby  such 
men  can  go  through  a  complete  and 
thorough  course  at  these  camps,  no 
matter  to  what  corps  they  belong.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  no  doubt  result  in 
great  efficiency.  I  would  further  ask 
whether  it  would  not  be  possible  that- 
some  of  those  town  corps  which  cannot 
go  to  the  big  central  camps  might  l>e 
allowed  and  assisted  to  form  camps  close 
to  their  local  ranges,  so  that  the  men 
would  be  able  to  go  to  their  work  during 
the  day,  and  in  the  early  mornings  and 
the  evenings  to  do  much  excellent  work, 
both  in  learning  to  shoot  and  in  going 
through  the  necessary  drills.  This  has 
in  the  past  been  successful  in  some  cases. 
My  last  point  is  about  the  standing 
camps.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  be  tolol 
that  there  will  be  at  all  events  two  or 
three  organised,  not  merely  as  camps  of 
instruction,  but  as  real  military  camps  of 
not  less  than  divisional  equipment — that 
they  will  be  provided  with  the  whole 
proper  staff  of  a  division,  medical  staff, 
commissariat  and  transport,  so  that  they 
will  each  be  able  at  the  end  of  six  or 
seven  months  to  turn  out  a  division 
capable  either  of  going  to  a  point  in  Eng- 
land for  home  defence,  or,  if  necessary,  as 
a  corporate  body  to  South  Africa  to  con- 
tinue the  war.  I  think  if  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  without  going  into 
too  much  detail,  will  throw  a  little 
more  light  on  the  general  scheme,  he  will 
relieve  a  great  deal  of  the  anxiety  at  pre- 
sent felt  by  many  people  throughout  the 
country,  and  who,  like  myself,  cannot 
really,  as  the  scheme  stands,  feel  very 
much  confidence  as  to  its  ultimate 
success. 

Libit.  -  Colonel  PRYCE  -  J  ONES 
(Montgomery  Boroughs) :  I  have  listened 
to  nearly  the  whole  of  the  debate,  and 
have  noticed  that  very  few  Meml>er8  have 
referred  in  detail  to  the  Volunteer  force 
of  the  country.  It  is  proposed  to  invite 
t'be  Volunteers  to  camp  for  one  month. 
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I  do  not  like  that  invitation  at  all,  because  !      Lieut.-Colonel  PRYCE-JONES  :  Yes, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  Volunteer  forces    I  am.     At  the  end  of  the  month  this  man 


throughout  the  country  will  not  be  able 
to  respond  to  it.  The  Government  are 
not  treating  the  Volunteers  in  the  right 
spirit.  At  the  present  time  the  Volun- 
teers are  expected  to  go  to  camp  for  one 
week  during  the  year.  It  is  generally 
admitted  that  those  camps  are  anything 
but  successful,  because,  taking  a  battalion 
of  1,000  men,  only  half  the  battalion  are 
in  camp  for,  say,  three  days,  and  the 
other  half  for  the  remaining  three  days. 
The  whole  battalion,  therefore,  is  not 
together  for  more  than  one  day,  on  the 
average,  during  the  training.  Accor- 
dingly, to  ask  the  Volunteer  force 
throughout  the  country  to  respond  from 
patriotism  to  the  extent  of  one  month 
when  they  cannot  do  it  for  one  week,  is 
certainly  unfair  and  not  right.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Where  does  the  patriotism 
come  in  ?]  I  will  tell  the  hon.  Member 
where  the  patriotism  comes  in  presently. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  five  per  cent.,  or 
ten  per  cent,  at  the  outside,  of  the  bat- 
talions of  Volunteers  will  respond  to  this 
invitation,  but  I  will  assume  that  ten  per 
cent,  do  so.  What  will  be  the  result  1 
It  will  be  impossible  even  for  that  very 
small  percentage  to  be  in  camp  for  a 
month  and  to  do  work  efficiently  as 
soldiers,  for  the  very  same  reason  that 
the  Volunteers  throughout  the  country 
cannot  do  it  for  the  shorter  period  of  one 
week.  It  is  impossible  for  some  members 
of  even  the  most  efficient  battalions  in  the 
country  to  give  a  month  for  their 
country's  service.  Take  the  concrete  case 
of  a  clerk  earning  25s.  per  week.  That 
man  may  be  worked  up  to  concert  pitch 
for  the  honour  of  his  corps,  and  in  his 
patriotism  responds  on  behalf  of  his 
battalion.  He  goes  to  camp  for  one 
month,  everything  is  found  for  him — 
although  the  allowance  in  the  past  has 
not  been  sufficient. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Do  you  know  that 
from  experience  1 

Lieut.-Colonel  PRYCE-JONES :  No, 
but 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  He 
is  not  a  Volunteer,  evidently. 

Lieut-Col.  Pryee-Jones. 


goes   home,   and   what   is   his  position  ? 
During  that  time  he  has  been  without  his 
wages,  and  his  family  have  had  to  suffer. 
Is  it    reasonable    for    this,   the    richest 
country  in  the   whole  world,  to  expect 
!  that  from  a  man  who  cannot  do  it  without 
stinting  his  family  1    Therefore,  to  give 
this  invitation  to  the  Volunteers  is  like 
j  asking  a  man  to  dinner  when  you  know 
very   well   that  he    is  going  to  refuse. 
What   will  be  the  effect  ?     Members  of 
Volunteer  battalions  who  do  not  respond 
to   this   invitation  will   not  be   thought 
I  much   of,   and  it  will  be  supposed  that 
while  they  could  do  a  week's  camping,  as 
a  sort  of  picnic,   they   refused  to  go  to 
camp  for  a  month  when  their  country 
invited  them.     Such  a  state  of  things  will 
have    a    very    serious    effect    upon  the 
Volunteer  force  in  the  future.     It  may  be 
1  said  that  the  employers  of  labour  ought 
!  to  pay  the  wages  of  these  patriotic  men. 
1  But  I  do  not  think  that   that  is  right. 
Why  should  an  employer   who  perhaps 
i  has  a  number  of  Volunteers  in  his  employ 
make  this  sacrifice  ?     For  these  reasons  I 
i  do  not  hail  with  satisfaction  the  proposals. 
1  of    the  Government  in  this  respect.      I 
:  hope  that  in  the  course  of  next  week  we 
j  may  have  some  promise  from  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  ordinary  capitation  grant 
j  may  be  increased  irrespective  of  whether 
j  or  not  the  Volunteers  respond   to  this 
|  invitation  for  one  month's  training. 

|      Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  said  that  in  my 
speech.  , 

i     Lieut.  -  Colonel     PRYCE  -  JONES  : 

I  But    we    do     not      know     exactly     to 

|  what  extent.     I  hope  the  grant  will  be 

sufficient    to  enable  even    the  humblest 

'  Volunteer  to  go  to  camp  without  having 

I  to  stint  his  family  while  he  is  away.     My 

|  reason  for  making  these  few  remarks  is 

i  that  during  the  short  time  I  have  been  in 

Parliament  I  have  found  that  unless  the 

Under  Secretaries  of  State  are  spoken  to 

I  pretty  directly  they  take  it  for  granted 

j  that  it  is  all  right,  that  their  proposals 

are  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  that  the 

House  of  Commons   does  not  want  the 

capitation  grant  increased.      I  hope  the 

hon.  Gentleman  will  bring    pressure  tt> 

bear  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  in  iis 
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nent,  so  that  justice  may  be  done 
Volunteers,  and  a  capitation  grant 
i  at  least  XI  per  man  more  than 
ent.  If  that  is  done  I  have  not 
rhtest  doubt  that  the  Volunteer 
i  this  country  will  in  a  short  time 
e  than  doubled  in  number.     We 

House  are  all  imbued  with  the 
lea,  namely,  to  avoid  war  and  to 
in  peace.  The  way  to  do  that 
induce  everybody  to  become  a 
eer,  to  get  up  to  a  standard  of 
zy  in  drill,  and  to  be  able  to 
his  rifle.  Then  when  we  have  got 
mtrymen  to  become  Volunteers, 
he  people  of  the  colonies  and  of 
ne  country  are  all  Volunteers,  and 
3  able  to  defend  ourselves  if 
d,  we  shall  be  able  to  defer  war 
itely,  and  to  use  the  great  influence, 

wealth  and  intelligence  of  this 
•  to  promote  increased  prosperity 

future,  and  to  strengthen  the 
rcial  predominance  that  we  enjoy. 
i  favour  of  this  proposal  to  increase 
>lunteer  forces.  \Vhen  conscrip- 
8L8  mentioned  a  great  many  hon. 
rs  of  this  House  cheered  it  to  the 
ut  I  know  many  hon.  Members  do 
Id  that  opinion  privately,  and  I 
e  of  them.  I  think  it  can  be 
1,  and  the  only  way  to  do  it  and 
in  the  greatness  qf  our  Empire  is 
opting  a  moderate  application  of 
Jlot  Act.  The  knowledge  that  a 
lay  be  unsuccessful  in  the  ballot 
ve  to  be  a  soldier  for  three  months 
year  will  cause  him  to  say  to  him- 

I  am  not  going  to  run  the  risk  of 
balloted  for ;  I  will  join  the 
.eers."      By  that  very  stroke  you 

increase  the  Volunteers  by  hun- 
of  thousands,  and  though  I  am 
d  to  war — and  there  is  no  Member 
House  more  averse  to  it  than  I  am 
y  frankly  that  if  I  thought  our 
y  was  absolutely  unprepared  to 
he  great  emergencies  that  we  have 
meet  during  the  last  three  or  four 
i  I  certainly  should  have  hesi- 
o  have  given  my  vote  for  this  war. 
opinion,  no  blame  attaches  to  the 
il  Secretary  or  to  the  Cabinet  for 
rar,  and  in  regard  to  it  we 
>een  living  in  a  fool's  paradise. 
Die  thought  that  this  Empire  would 
een  put  to  such  straits,  and  if  it 
t  been  for  our  colonies  and  their 
ice  both  of  men  and  money — 
;  on  one  side  altogether  their  moral 


worth  throughout  the  world — our  diffi- 
culties might  have  been  still  greater.  We 
have  seen  the  noble  patriotism  shown  by 
the  Volunteers  and  the  Yeomanry,  and 
others  from  civil  employment,  who  have 
readily  responded  to  the  appeal  made  to 
them  to  assist  us  in  securing  for  our 
fellow-countrymen  out  in  the  Transvaal 
what  the  nation  has  considered  almost  to 
a  man  is  their  due  as  regards  political 
rights  and  liberty  in  a  distant  country.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  Government  or  party, 
but  it  is  a  question  of  our  military  system. 
We  live  in  an  age  of  railways  and  electric 
power,  and  yet  as  regards  our  military 
capabilities  you  can  compare  them  to 
nothing  else  but  the  old  feudal  system, 
the  days  of  canals  and  coaches.  It  is  a 
fact  that  our  military  system  is  at  present 
no  better  than  the  antiquated  feudal 
system,  without  its  advantages,  and  I  was 
delighted  when  the  Government,  of  which 
I  may  be  considered  a  hearty  supporter — 
and  I  have  given  them  more  votes,  I 
believe,  than  most  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House — at  the  very  outset  decided 
that  they  would  take  the  chivalrous  part 
of  saying  that  they  would  defend  the 
actions  of  their  Department.  When  I  heard 
that  I  was  more  than  satisfied,  and  I  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  war  clouds 
have  passed  by  and  when  victory  will  be  on 
our  side [An  Hon.  Member  :  Ques- 
tion !]  There  is  no  question  about  that, 
for  it  is  bound  to  come.  When  that  time 
arrives  we  shall  do  full  justice  to  the 
Boers,  and  we  shall  give  them  more 
justice  than  their  own  Government  gave 
them.  We  shall  give  equal  rights  to  all 
i  races  in  South  Africa,  and  they  will  enjoy 
!  the  same  freedom  and  independence  as  is 
i  now  enjoyed  in  our  colonies  and  by  our- 
'  selves.  When  the  war  is  over  I  trust 
that  we  shall  have  a  thorough  and  most 
impartial  inquiry  into  the  shortcomings 
of  our  military  Department,  and  that  no 
victory,  however  triumphant  and  com- 
,  plete,  shall  stop  this. 

1      Mr.    T.  B.  CURRAN  (Donegal,  N.) : 

I    rise,    Sir,    to   add   my    voice   to   the 

number  of  those  who  from  this  quarter 

of  the  House  have  unanimously  denounced 

the  war  which  has  been  entered  upon  in 

i  the   Transvaal    as    an    unjust    and   un- 

!  necessary  one,  and  being  convinced  of  the 

'  injustice  of  the  war  I  intend  to  record 

I  my  vote  against  the  granting  of  any  sum 
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which  will  be  utilised  for  the  continuance 
of  what  I  regard  as  an  unholy  enterprise. 
I  hold    the   opinion,   and   I   hold   it    in 
common  with  not  only  my  own  country- 
men, but  many  an  honest  man  through- 
out  the   length  and    breadth   of    Great  , 
Britain,   that    if    the   Boers    were  only 
allowed  to  live  the  lives  God  had  given  ■ 
them  in  peace,  and  if  there  had  been   no 
gold  in  the  country,  there  would   have  , 
been   no   war   in   the   Transvaal  to-day.  ' 
It  is  the  greatest  nonsense  for  Members 
opposite  to  say  that  the  Uitlanders  were 
suffering  under  any  grievance  which  could  ' 
justify  a  war.      I  think  the  remarkable 
figures  and  unanswerable  facts  quoted  the  [ 
other  evening  to  a  crowded  House  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  must  have 
proved  conclusive  to  any  mind  which  was  ' 
at  all  open  to  conviction  that  the  rate  of  ' 
wages  and  conditions  of  life  under  which  , 
the    Uitlanders  lived   and    prospered    in  ' 
South  Africa  should  be  the  envy  of  the 
working    classes    of    this    country,   and 
certainly  of  Ireland.      If   Her  Majesty's 
Government,  instead  of  embarking  upon 
this  awful  war,  had  looked  around  them 
at  home  in  their  own  country,  they  would 
have  found  ample  room  for  the  rectifica 
tion  of  serious  grievances,  not  alone  in  this 
country,  but  especially   in  Ireland.      To 
hear  hon.  Members   opposite   constantly 
referring  to  the  unjust  rule  of  President 
Kruger,  and  expressing  their  abhorrence  , 
of  Transvaal  tyranny,  one  would  scarcely 
think   that    they    were    the    same    hon.  , 
Members  who  refuse  to  wipe  from  their 
statute  book   a   law   which  deprives  the 
people  of  Ireland  of  the  greatest  bulwark 
of  all  liberty     trial  by  jury.     Again,  Sir, 
who  would  think  that  the  liberty-loving 
legislators  opposite — who  are  prepared  to 
spend  priceless  blood  and  millions  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  for  the  sake  of  a  few 
votes    in    the   Transvaal     are   the   same 
.gentlemen     who     bolster    up    a    second 
chamber  in  their  own  country     a  chamber 
for  the  election  of  whose  members  nobody 
can  cast  a  vote  —a  chamber,  too,  which 
has  power  to  nullify  the  enactments  of 
men  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  people 
themselves  ?    I  think,  if  I  may  venture  to 
predict,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  people  of  this  country-    what- 
ever  their   views    may  be    to-day     will 
curse  the  war  and  those  who  created  it. 
When  the  present  Government  came  into 
office   they    hummed    and    hawed   when 
questioned    as  to    old    age   pensions,   as 
they  did  about    their  financial  arrange- 

Mr.  T.  II.  O//VV1/1. 


ments  with  Ireland.  Then  they  talked 
about  enormous  expenditure.  Yes,  but 
old  age  pensions  could  only  benefit  the 
poor  of  the  British  Isles.  But,  Sir,  when 
an  occasion  arose  which  would  ultimately 
bring  gain  to  the  rich  shareholders  of  the 
Chartered  Company,  the  Government, 
with  very  little  ado,  plunged  the  country 
into  a  war  which  will  cost  the  country 
some  forty  or  fifty  million  pounds 
and  your  own  national  prestige  as 
well.  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  England's  interference  with 
the  Boers  and  the  internal  affairs  of  their 
country.  I  believe  that  the  Boers  had  a 
perfect  right  to  say  on  what  terms  they 
would  allow  votes  to  foreigners  who  came 
to  their  country  to  make  use  of  their 
land.  Every  country  in  the  world  exer- 
cises that  right,  and  why  the  Boers  should 
be  deprived  of  it  I  cannot  understand. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  entitled  to  go  into  the  causes 
of  the  war  or  the  policy  which  led  up  to 
it.  He  is  entitled  to  protest  against  the 
continuance  of  the  war. 

Mil  T.  B.  CURRAN:  We  are  told 
also  by  right  hon.  and  hon.  Members 
opposite,  and  by  a  large  section  of  the 
press  of  this  country,  that  the  Boers  were 
arming  themselves,  and  that  sooner  or 
later  war  must  come.  Why  should  there 
be  war,  unless  brought  about  by  the 
attitude  of  this  country,  or  by  the  con- 
duct of  another  Jameson?  Considering  the 
raid  of  1S95,  what  fools  the  Boers  would 
have  been  if  they  had  not  armed  them* 
selves.  Which  one  of  us  when  once  sur- 
prised by  burglars  would  not  at  once  write 
off  to  Birmingham  for  a  stout  lock  and  a 
six-chambered  revolver ;  and  talk  as  you 
may,  we  have  no  evidence  to  show  that  the 
Boers  made  any  preparations  of  a  warlike 
nature  until  after  the  raid — a  raid  which 
was  contemptible  in  its  conception  as  well 
as  in  its  execution.  Who  was  the  arch-  ■ 
conspirator  in  this  raid  ?  Who  can  deny 
that  it  was  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  himself  ? 


*Thk  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  really  contravening  my  ruling.  I 
have  already  pointed  out  that  he  is  not 
entitled  to  discuss  the  policy  which  led  up 
to  the  war.  That  does  not  arise  on  this 
Vote. 
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T.  B.  CURRAN:  I  regret,   Mr. 
r,   if  I   have  departed  from  your 
I  will  conclude,  Sir,  by  joining  in 
leral    condemnation    from    these 
of  this  unjust  and  unholy  war ; 
lg  unjust,  should  not  l>e  continued. 
;his  war  is  over,   what  will  you 
No  matter  with  what  success  your 
set  in  even  the  immediate  future, 
jtige  which  was   yours  but  a  few 
ago  is  shaken,  if  not  shattered 
The  war  is  unjust,  and  it  is  cost- 
millions  of  money  and  priceless 
and   from  the  policy    which  Her 
's  Government  seem  determined 
le,  it  looks  as  if  blood  is  still  to 
I  money  is  still  to  be  spent.     We 
juarter  of  the  House,  representing 
o  a  people  asking  for  their  own 
have  had   no  part  in  this  crime 
civilisation.     On  the  contrary,  we 
>ted   against  it,    we  have  spoken 
it.     It  is  a  war  which   can  only 
lame  and    disgrace   on  those  re- 
e   for   it — a   war  which  will  add 
blot  to  the   already  besmirched 
K)n  of  England. 

sel  WYNDHAM  MURRAY 
Mr.  Lowther,  the  proposals  of 
rernment  have  perhaps  already 
Boussed  from  the  military  aspect, 
3r  all  these  are  Army  Estimates, 
h  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
i  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
ie  military  point  of  view,  and  ask 
rmation  on  certain  points.  I  may 
nee  that  I  entirely  approve  in  the 
f  many  of  the  proposals  of  the 
nent,  and  I  take  this  opportunity 
ressing    my    admiration    of     the 

in  which  the  mobilisation  of  the 
has  been  and  is  being  carried  out 
War  Office.  I  did  not  believe  it 
lave  been  carried  out  with  such 
Twenty  years  ago  some  troops 
nt  in  a  great  hurry  to  Zululand — 
:ourth  of  the  present  force  in  South 
-a  fortnight  after  the  receipt  of  the 

the  battle  of  Isandlwana,  but  on 
val  of  the  troopship  at  St.  Vincent 
(>und  that  it  had  no  coal  to  enable 
jceed,  and  the  troops  had  to  remain 
incent  for  nearly  a  fortnight.  The 
enormous  force  has  been  sent  out 

any  hitch  or  any  difficulty  at  all, 


j  and  I  give  great  credit  to  the  War  Office 
'  for  the  manner  in  which  the  mobilisation 
1  was  carried  out.  We  have  l>ccn  able  to- 
[  mobilise  a  very  large  force  for  home  and 
,  foreign  service,  but  we  have  no  provision 
i  for  the  future — no  force  ready  to  take  the 

■  field  at  a  moment's  notice.  That  is,  I 
|  have  always  contended,  our  weak  point. 

■  On  the   outbreak  of  the   war   in  South 
Africa     we     had     not     a     single     regi- 

;  ment       ready      to       take       the      field. 
|  The   Under  Secretary  for  War  says  that 
the   War  Office  could   send  troops  from 
the   Mediterranean,  but   it   is   forgotten 
!  that  those  garrisons  must  be  relieved.     I 
i  have  always  supported   the  short  service 
!  and   reserve   system,    but    I    have    also 
strongly  advocated  that  we  should  always 
;  have  a  force  ready  to  take  the  field  at  a 
moment's    notice.      What     the    country 
1  would  like  to  know  is  whether  we  have 
!  a  strong  force  ready  now  to  go  to  South 
Africa  if  required  and   telegraphed  for. 
,  Whenever  one  force   is   sent  out   there 
should  always  be  another  force  ready  to- 
,  take  its  place  here  and  follow  it  up  when 
required.    We  are  sending  a  large  number 
of     Militia    and    Volunteers    to    South 
Africa,  but  I   consider  it  is  not  masses 
|  that     we     require,     but     efficient    and 
I  thoroughly  trained  men.    I  cannot  under- 
stand  why  all  these   bodies   should   be 
called  army   corps.     We   have   no  com- 
manders for  these  army  corps  in  England, 
and  a  division  is  far  more  suitable  and 
more  pliable  for  us  in  this  country.     The 
organisation  of  the  United  Kingdom  is 
quite  sufficient,  and  I  would  ask  why  it 
is  considered  advisable  to  complicate  that 
organisation    by    imitating  the  German 
system.     If  army  corps  are  required  they 
can  easily  be  made  up  by  three  divisions, 
which  is  the  normal  number  in  an  army 
corps,  and  we  can  add  the  artillery  and 
cavalry,    which  should  always  be    kept 
ready.     I  consider  that  different  training 
is  required  for  our  troops  from  that  to 
which  we  have  been  accustomed  in  years 
gone  by.    Marches  past  and  drills  of  that 
kind  are  not  sufficient.     Instead  of  that 
class  of  drill  I  consider  we  should  have 
far  more  rifle  practice.     I  have  advocated 
that  before  in  this  House,  and  also  in  the 
country.     All  the  infantry  should  have  a 
course  of  rifle  practice  for  two  months  at 
least,  instead  of  for  only  three  weeks  as 
at  present.     The  Volunteers  are  allowed, 
I  believe,  seventy-five  rounds,  but  many 
men  often  fire  only  twenty  rounds.  When 
the  new  regulations  come  into  force,  each 
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man  will,  I  understand,  be  required  to  tire 
forty-two  rounds,  but  every  round  of 
.ammunition  served  to  the  Volunteers  to 
fire  should  be  required  to  be  fired  in 
order  to  qualify  for  the  capitation  grant. 
I  hope  this  subject  of  shooting  will 
receive  the  most  careful  consideration  of 
this  House  and  the  Government.  We 
•see  the  value  of  good  shooting  in  South 
Africa  now.  The  Boers  are  admirable 
shots,  and  we  have  unfortunately  seen  the 
value  of  their  good  shooting.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
whether  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
ammunition  in  South  Africa,  not  only 
for  the  purposes  of  the  active  part  of  the 
war,  but  also  for  practice  on  the  lines  of 
communication,  and  if  not  whether  a 
sufficient  amount  will  be  sent  out.  Then 
there  is  the  question  of  rifle  ranges 
in  England,  which  is  no  doubt  a  very 
difficult  one.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  in  answer  to  a 
question  of  mine,  said  he  did  not  think 
that  much  could  be  done  with  the 
large  number  of  ranges  closed  since  the 
Lee-Metford  was  issued  to  the  troops, 
because  they  would  be  dangerous.  I 
think  he  is  mistaken.  Ranges  abroad 
are  almost  in  the  towns,  and  by  a  careful 
system  of  walls  and  arches  small  ranges 
might  be  made  perfectly  safe  and  very 
effective.  I  consider  a  300  yards  range  is 
far  better  than  no  range  at  all.  It 
gives  practice  to  the  troops  in  firing  from 
the  shoulder,  and  with  a  small  dark- 
coloured  target,  very  different  from  the 
large  mass  of  black  and  white  now  used, 
it  would  be  a  very  satisfactory  range. 
Another  point  I  should  like  to  impress  on 
the  Under  Secretary  is  that  there  should 
be  at  least  a  general  officer  to  superintend 
the  shooting  in  the  Anny.  Until  the 
outbreak  of  this  war  there  was  a  junior 
colonel  in  charge  of  the  rifle  shooting  of 
the  British  Army,  but  he  is  now  in  Lady- 
smith  doing  admirable  work,  and  no  one 
is  in  charge.  I  consider  that  a  general 
officer  should  have  the  superintendence 
of  this  most  important  duty,  because  I 
am  convinced  that  not  big  battalions  but 
straight  shooting  will  win  the  battles  of 
the  future.  The  troops  should  have  far 
more  practice  with  the  rifle  than  at 
present,  to  the  exclusion,  if  necessary,  of 
the  old-fashioned  drill.  At  inspections 
the  general  officer  inspects  a  regiment 
in  many  details,  but  he  rarely  inspects  its 
capacity  in  shooting  at  ranges  or  in  scouting. 
'  The  time  has  amved  for  a  change  in  the 
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fighting  dress  of  all  our  troops.  We 
lwgan  the  change  in  the  Zulu  War,  when 
our  men  were  in  red  and  our  officers  in 
blue-  -as  bad  a  combination  as  possible. 
But  in  1885  Sir  Charles  Warren,  during 
the  Bechuanaland  Expedition,  which  was 
most  admirably  conducted,  turned  the 
colour  of  the  dress  of  the  force  from  that 
of  a  butterfly  to  a  chrysalis — from  red  to 
brown.     All  the  officers  were  armed  with 

;  rifles  and  bandoliers,  there  was  hardly  a 
sword  in  the  force,  and  no  distinguishing 

!  marks.  Yet,  with  such  an  experience 
l>efore  us,  troops  went  to  South  Africa 
lately  with  kilts,  badges,  and  swords,  and 
they  suffered  accordingly.  The  Yeomanry 
uniform  is  quite  unsuitable  for  mounted 
infantry.  1  would  ask  what  dress  has 
now  been  decided  on  by  the  War  Office 
for  service  on  the  Continent,  or  for  drill 
here  in  England  'I  Red  is  a  most  con- 
spicuous colour,  and  it  is  ridiculously  im- 
practicable to  train  men  in  peace  time 
against  men  in  red,  when  they  will  never 
see  a  bright  colour  in  war.  In  stalking 
we  try  to  see  our  game,  and  to  prevent 
the  game  seeing  us ;  but  in  South  Africa 
we  revei'se  the  process— the  Boers  see  our 
men,  but  they  do  not  see  the  Boers,  except 
at  bayonet  distance.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  a  dress  for  drill  in  the 
United  Kingdom  which  our  troops  would 
be  able  to  take  abroad  for  active  service. 
It  is  most  expensive  to  the  country  that 
there  should  be  so  many  sorts  of  uniform. 
Troops  have  been  sent  to  South  Africa 
with  hardly  a  single  article  used  in  peace 
service,  except  the  kilts  of  the  High- 
landers and  the  black  belts  of  the  Rifle 
regiments.  It  is  also  a  great  expense  to 
officers.  I  understand  that  young  officers 
who  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  had  got 
most  expensive  kits  were  unable  to  take 
with  them  to  South  Africa  a  single  article 

•  of  that  kit.  The  Guards  actually  required 
four  new  coats.  These  are  small  details, 
but  some  of  these  details,  especially  in  the 
dress  and  accoutrements  of  the  soldiers, 
mean  the  lives  of  men.  I  hope  this 
subject  has  been  very  fully  considered  by 
the  War  Office.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  the  country  asks  for  less  of  the 
show  and  more  of  the  business  of  war. 

*Mk.  WASON  (Clackmannan  and 
i  Kinross) :  I  would  not  have  intervened 
[  in  this  discussion  but  for  the  speech  of 
I  an  hon.  Member  who  spoke  of  this  war 
1  lwing  unjust,  and  one  which  would    be- 
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imirch  the  fair  fame  of  this  country.     1  : 
im  one  of  the  youngest  Members  of  this 
Parliament,  and  have  recently  gone  through  i 
%  contested  election  in  which  the  war  in  i 
South    Africa  was    practically   the  sole 
topic  discussed.     I  condemned  the  nego- 
tiations    which     led    up    to    the    war, 
bat     I    maintained    that     if    the     Pre- 
«klent  of     the   Transvaal    had    been    as 
deorous  of  peace  as  his  friends  said  he 
wm  peace   would  have  been  maintained.  , 
I  m  sent  here,   Mr.  Lowther,  by   my 
MMtihicmtii  on  the  express  understanding 
thft  I  would  vote  for  the  necessary  men 
mnI   money    to    brine    this    war    to    a 
triumphant  issue,  and  I  am  glad  to  have 
Wi  the  opportunity  of  saying  these  few 
on!*     with      reference     to     what     my 
iifttode   was  nt  my   election.      I    have 
toieri  to    this    discussion    throughout, 
hare   been  much  interested   in   the 
speeches   made    in    the   various 
I  listened  with  great  attention 
speech    of     the     hon.    Member 
Salford     division.       He    is  an   old 
and   told   us   something   of   the 
at  the  public  schools.     He  and 
Member    for    the   Woodstock 
mm    of    Oxfordshire    were    officers 
her  in  the  early  sixties  at  Rugby, 
ire  went  to  the  University  together 
l friend  continued  his  volunteering 
tee  by  joining  the  Oxford  Volun- 
did  not  do  so  because  I  had  a 
already  in   South   Ayrshire, 
carried  on  for  some  time.     When 
t  to  London  I  got  too  heavy  for 
Pfc&  and  was  no  longer  able  to  enjoy 
imrit*  of  my  youth,   but  I  joined 
mi  of  Court  Rifle  Volunteers,  other- 
led  i he  M  Devil's  Own."    Reference 
test  made  to  the  difficulty  of  getting 
uere  to  meet  together.     That  has 
i*  been  a  difficulty.     When  I  was 
r  in  Scotland  we  thought  nothing 

a  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  to  drill, 
these  were  not  the  days  of  bicycles. 
impress  on  the  Under  Secretary 
ihe  necessity  of  giving   every 

e  encourage aient   to   the    Cyclist 
V  Corps   in  this  country.      We 
awllrtit  roads.     Cyclist  corps  are  a 
d  *  mobile  force.     Their  mounts 
rvitare  -tabling,  food,  or  grooming, 
e  oiling  and  dusting  now  and 
tl  \faty  ean  do  their  fifty  or  sixty 
tkr  without  fatigue.     I  think 
oliinteera  have  had  too  much  of 
Mulder  from  the  War  Office  in 
and  thoy   require   to  l>e  en- 


couraged in  every  possible  manner.  It 
has  been  said  that  a  cavalry  officer  must 
have  a  private  income  of  £400  or  £500  a 
year ;  but  no  young  man  can  l^ecome  a 
Volunteer  officer  unless  he  has  private 
means  at  his  command.  I  should  like  to 
see  means  taken  to  get  the  best  young 
men  with  the  best  brains  as  Volunteer 
officers,  irrespective  of  their  private  in- 
come. I  heard  a  story  the  other  day  of 
two  soldiers  who  were  going  out  on  active 
service  to  South  Africa,  and  who  were 
talking  of  the  Volunteers  who  were  also 
going  out.  One  said  to  the  other,  "  Now 
we  shall  see  what  these  damned  twopenny- 
halfpenny  Saturday  afternoon  soldiers  can 
do."  I  venture  to  say  that  the  Volunteers 
will  give  an  extra  good  account  of  them- 
selves, and  that  they  are  only  too  proud  at 
this  moment  to  be  of  service  to  the  country. 
I  trust,  therefore,  the  War  Office  will  en- 
courage the  Volunteers  in  every  possible 
!  way.  I  was  glad  to  see  in  The  77///**  to- 
day the  letter  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Loft- 
house,  who  commands  the  Inns  of  Court 
Volunteers,  suggesting  that  if  there  is  to 
l>e  a  Militia  ballot,  which  I  should 
strongly  deprecate,  Volunteers  who  have 
passed  as  marksmen  may  very  well  be 
exempted. 

i  *Sir  W.  THORBURN  (Selkirk  and 
Peebles) :  I  have  first  of  all  to  con- 
gratulate my  hon.  friend  the  Under  Sec- 
retary for  War  on  the  speech  with  which 
he  introduced  this  measure  of  Army  re- 
form. I  also  sincerely  congratulate  him 
on  a  former  speech,  which  raised  him  to 

;  the  front  rank  of  debaters  of  this  House. 

,  I  congratulate  the  country  that  at  last  we 
have  got  a  Government  which  is  prepared 
to  put  forward  a  real  measure  of  Army 
reform  for  home  defence.  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  an  expert  in  Army  matters, 
but  I  feel  pretty  sure  that  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  will,  upon  the  whole, 
be  received  with  satisfaction  in  the  country. 
I  regret,  however,  that  I  cannot  endorse 
the  proposals  which  are  made  in  regard  to 
the  Volunteers.     I  very  much  fear  that 

•  these  will  be  somewhat  abortive.  First 
of  all,  I  believe  that,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  give  the  Volunteers 
very  substantial  pay,  the  proposal  to  put 
them  for  a  whole  month  under  canvas 
will  not  be  successfully  carried  out.  As  a 
large  employer  of  labour  I  know  the  diffi- 
culty to  which  employers  of  labour  will 

I  be   put   if   that  plan  is  carried  out.     It 
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might  be  successful  if  their  going  under  ! 
canvas  was  limited  to  every  second  year, ' 
for  in  that  case  I  am  sure  employers  j 
would  do  their  utmost  to  facilitate  such  j 
an  arrangement. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE  j 
for  WAR  (Mr.  Wynpham,  Dover) :  It  is  ' 
limited  to  only  this  year. 

♦Sir  W.  THORBURN :  I  am  glad  I  ' 
misapprehended  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
am  prepared  to  go  very  much  further  ' 
than  the  Government  in  the  matter  of 
Army  reform.  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
go  the  length  of  modified  compidsion,  and 
one  way  of  effecting  that  would  be  to  put 
the  Militia  ballot  into  force,  exempting 
all  members  of  the  Volunteer  force  who 
became  efficient.  If  not  efficient  then  , 
they  should  be  liable  to  the  ballot,  and  if 
drawn  l>e  compelled  to  serve.  After 
some*  years  training  of  both  the  Militia  ■ 
and  the  Volunteers  I  lwlieve  you  could 
commence  a  system  of  Reserves  which 
would  provide  an  enormous  and  efficient 
military  force  for  the  purposes  of  home 
defence,  available  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency. I  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Bath  that  the 
Government  should  encourage  rifle  clubs, 
and  also  that  special  attention  should  be  , 
devoted  to  rifle  shooting  in  the  Army.  . 
Reforms  of  other  kinds  are  absolutely  ' 
wanted.  The  cost  of  living  for  officers  in 
the  Army,  especially  in  the  cavalry  regi- 
ments, is  so  great  that  no  one  but  a  man 
of  wealth  can  join.  That  is  a  state  of 
matters  which  no  other  country  in  Europe  , 
would  permit.  The  expense  officers  are 
put  to  in  connection  with  their  uniform 
is  also  too  great,  and  would  not  l>e  per- 
mitted in  Germany,  France,  or  Russia, 
perhaps  the  greatest  military  Powers 
in  the  world.  The  Army  should  be 
held  out  as  a  profession,  and  I  do 
not  think  an  army  officer  should  be 
ashamed  to  walk  about  the  streets  in  his 
uniform.  The  khaki  uniform  is  com- 
paratively inexpensive,  and,  as  a  fighting  , 
garment,  nothing  could  be  better.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  take  this  matter  of 
clothing  into  serious  consideration,  Wause 
in  the  present  day  the  scarlet  uniform  is 
discredited,  and  has  become  absolutely 
impossible.  Although  not  quite  germane 
to  the  present  debate,  I  wish  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  congratulating  the  War 
Office  on  the  extraordinary  ability  shown 

Sir  //'.  Thorium. 


in  sending  our  forces  to  South  Afria 
number  of  leading  journals  and  mi 
critics  have  been  very  severe  01 
Government,  but  I  hold  the  Goveri 
deserves  the  thanks  of  the  natioi 
what  they  have  done.  We  have  no 
the  experience  of  a  great  war  for 
years,  and  the  fact  that  the  War  ( 
in  conjunction  with  the  Admiralty 
been  able  to  land  a  fighting  for 
200,000  men  in  South  Africa,  ii 
short  time  at  their  disposal,  is  a 
admirable  performance.  In  conclus 
again  press  upon  the  Governmen 
careful  consideration  of  some  mo 
form  of  compulsory  military  se 
without  which  I  do  not  think  we  can 
a  thoroughly  equipped  force  read; 
any  emergency  and  under  all  cii 
stances. 

Mr.  BROADHURST:  I  wish  t< 
the  attention  of  the  Under  Secretai 
Wrar  to  the  view  which  is  held  by 
hon.  Members  with  regard  to 
Volunteers.  If  the  Government  p 
in  a  month's  drilling  in  camp  fo 
Volunteers  in  each  year,  I  rather 
they  will  find  that  they  will  kil 
Volunteer  system  altogether.  It  i 
possible  for  the  class  of  men  to  i 
the  Volunteers  belong  to  leave 
employment  for  a  period  of  a  mom 
one  time.  The  Under  Secretary  intin 
that  he  did  not  yet  know  what  { 
would  l>e  made  to  the  Volunteer 
their  month  under  canvas.  Even 
posing  you  give  them  a  pound  or 
that  would  not  help  their  employer 
the  loss  of  their  services ;  and  it  t* 
be  found  that  it  would  prevent  y 
men  being  engaged  in  responsible 
lions  in  shops,  offices,  factories,  and  < 
places  if  it  }>ecame  known  that  thej 
under  contract  with  the  Governmei 
leave  their  employment  for  a  v 
month  to  go  under  canvas.  That  \i 
be  a  fatal  part  of  the  scheme,  an 
equally  fatal  part  would  \ye  the  proio 
period  of  Militia  training.  It  m 
disjoint  and  upset  all  industrial  em 
ment  to  such  an  extent  that  ii  w 
prove  highly  detrimental  to*  the  in-te 
of  lx>th  these  branches  of  home  del 
At  the  present  time  it  is  exceed] 
difficult  to  get  any  considerable  nui 
of  Volunteers  to  go  undef  canvas  foi 
week,  and  many  who  go  once  dc 
attempt  to  go  again,  because  of  the  \ 
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inconvenience.  If  you  inquire  among 
Volunteer  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  von  will  find  that  the  enormous 
difficulty  they  have  in  whipping  up  a 
sufficient  number  of  their  regiment  to 
make  a  decent  appearance  in  camp  is  not 
imaginary,  but  real.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Not  in  Lancashire.]  After  all,  is  this  not 
true,  and  has  it  not  been  proved  by  this 
war,  that  men  who  have  never  been  in 
camp  or  under  military  training  in 
Urge  numbers  are  equally  efficient 
in  the  field  as  fighting  soldiers  as 
those  who  have  spent  a  long  time 
in  barrack  life  and  in  reviews  and  parades. 
The  real  thing,  if  you  want  to  make  this 
enlarged  branch  of  our  home  defence 
effective,  is  to  teach  the  men  to  shoot. 
That  is  a  thing  you  have  never  taught  the 
men.  1  agree  that  rather  than  have  no 
range  at  all  a  100  yards  range  would  be 
better.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  300  yards  or  a  500  yards 
range.  If  you  are  going  in  to  be  a  mili- 
tary nation,  with  universal  service  in  the 
Army,  the  landowners  .vill  have  to  con- 
tribute their  part  to  the  scheme  by  sur- 
rendering their  property  for  rifle  practice, 
without  which  home  defence  or  any  other 
<lefence  is  a  mere  delusion  and  a  snare. 
In  regard  to  the  artillery,  only  a  month 
1  jack  I  met  a  gentleman  who  was  on  his 
way  to  volunteer  his  services  for  South 
Africa,  and  he  assured  me  that  only  in 
one  week,  all  the  years  he  had  been  in  the 
Volunteer  service,  had  he  had  any  practice 
with  a  breech-loading  gun.  What  use  is 
there  in  wasting  men's  time  and  causing 
expense  if  they  have  not  the  proper 
materials  to  perfect  themselves  upon  1 
These  are  things  which,  in  the  interest  of 
everyone  concerned,  it  is  desirable  for  the 
Government  to  take  seriously  into  con- 
sideration. I  understand  the  Government 
said  that  they  detest  conscription.  Ah  ! 
but  there  are  hon.  Members  sitting 
behind  the  Government,  men  of  experi- 
ence and  authority  in  military  matters, 
who  have  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour 
of  it,  who  say  that  you  will  be  compelled 
to  come  to  it,  but  that  you  must 
first  take  the  Militia  ballot.  But  what  is 
that  but  conscription  ?  It  is  conscription 
in  the  instalment  form  for  home  service. 
The  Government  have,  no  doubt,  got  to 
the  end  of  their  tether  in  regard  to  the 
usual  common  mode  of  voluntary  enlist- 
ment, and  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  able  to 
find  the  men,  even  if  we  give  them  the 
money,  without  adopting  other  means 
VOL.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


j  than  those  now  before  the  House.  One 
|  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Members  opposite, 
I  in  the  office  of  candid  friend,  said — 

|  "  Your  present  scheme  will  not  avail  you, 
i  and  will  you  tell  us  at  what  period  in  it« 
l  failure  you  will  come  to  the  House  and  ask  for 
|  general  conscription  ? " 

\  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  in 
1  his  mind,  no  doubt,  that  the  Government 
i  could  not  get  the  men  by  the  proposals 
\  which  are  under  discussion.  I  do  not 
1  think  they  will,  and  I  am  sure  the 
!  Government  themselves  do  not  think 
|  they  will,  and  if  they  attempt  some  of  the 
1  reforms  to  which  1  have  referred,  they 
will  not  only  not  increase  the  Volunteer 
force,  but  decrease  and  ultimately  de- 
stroy them.  Now  I  do  not  want  to  see 
the  Volunteers  destroyed  or  discouraged, 
or  any  step  taken  which  will  strike 
a  blow  at  their  efficiency  or  numbers. 
I  am  not  approaching  this  in  any 
;  unfriendly  spirit ;  I  only  wish  to  say  I 
1  hope  nothing  will  be  done  that  may  injure 
this  branch  of  the  service.  I  hope  the 
Government  will  tell  the  hon.  Member 
;  for  Evesham  at  what  period  of  the  failure 
to  obtain  men  they  will  come  to  the 
House  and  ask  for  authority  for  the 
Militia  ballot.  That  is  a  very  important 
question,  and  one  which  I  should  not  have 
dared  to  ask.  We  are  to-night  on  the 
threshold  of  a  great  military  future ;  we 
are  initiating  a  scheme  by  which,  in  time, 
every  youth  of  eighteen  years  of  age  will 
have  to  do  so  many  years  service  in  the 
Army  of  this  country.  I  am  not  arguing 
the  rights  or  wrongs  of  the  question,  but 
we  ought  to  have  some  information  with 
respect  to  it,  and  not  have  it  thrust  upon 
us  without  warning.  I  wish  the  Govern- 
ment could  in  its  wisdom  pension  off 
some  of  its  prominent  meml>ers  and  their 
associates;  if  they  could  do  this  we 
should  not  want  this  increase  of 
home  defence.  Your  policy  of 
unrest  is  the  cause  of  our  military 
difficulties,  and  while  you  are  ex- 
pending money  and  shedding  blood 
abroad,  many  of  your  people  at  home  are 
dying  from  want  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  I  am  not  prepared  to  refuse  the 
demands  of  the  Government  now.  A 
great  conflagration  has  been  started  and 
the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  extinguish 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  But  1  hope  the 
responsibility  for  the  outbreak  will  be 
brought  home  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
whose  actions  the  war  is  due,  and  that 
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they  will  have  to  give  an  account  of  the  .  and  the  country  and  the  men  who  are 
crime  which  has  necessitated  the  expen-  j  likely  to  come  forward  is  such  that  no 
diture  for  which  we  are  voting  the  supplies  j  difficulty  could  arise  in  his  obtaining 
co-i light.  !  whatever  number  he  desired.     I  was  very 

E leased  to  hear  the   hon.    Member    for 
v  ,  ,    eiccster   say   he    would    support    this 

the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Government '  measure,  although  he  somewhat  threw 
for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  home  |  cold  water  on  the  scheme  by  saying  he 
j  *  .    i.  .  tt     did  not  think  the  men  would  be  found, 

defence  was  a  very  judicious  one.      He ,  ,    havc    no    doubt    thftt    if    tho    War 

did  not  agree  with  hon.  Members  who  |  0ffice  authorities  set  about  the  business 
advocated  some  modified  form  of  com- 1  in  a  proper  straightforward  manner,  they 
pulsion.  In  the  Volunteers  we  had  a  I  will  have  no  difficulty  in  filling  the  bat- 
quarter  of  a  million  of  men  who  had  '  talions.  I  can  carry  my  recollection  back 
passed  through  the  ranks,  of  whom  the  to  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War,  at 
nation  might  well  be  proud,  and  in  times  I  which  time  wo  had  to  raise  something 
of  war  such  as  this,  this  great  body  of  able  '  like  twenty-five  battalions ;  but  the  sys- 
men  had  been  a  source  of  great  comfort  ]  tem  which  was  adopted  then  could  not 
to  the  country.  Private  endeavour  had  ,  l>e  carried  out  now.  Twenty-five  bat- 
supported  the  Volunteer  movement  in  '  talions  were  raised,  and  in  many  instances 
the  most  magnificent  manner,  but  he  i  command  was  given  to  officers,  colonels 
regretted  that  on  the  part  of  the  j  by  rank,  who  had  retired  from  the  ser- 
Executivc  the  support  had  been  of  I  vice.  In  those  days  the  system  of 
the  most  parsimonious  description.  He  ;  purchase  was  in  vogue,  and  the  colonel 
was  very  grateful,  therefore,  to  hear  ,  had  the  privilege  of  giving  ten  commis- 
that  the  capitation  grant  was  to  be  ;  sions  as  ensigns  to  ten  gentlemen  who 
increased.  The  amount  by  which  it  was  j  desired  to  enter  the  Army.  Each  ensign 
to  be  increased  had  not  been  stated,  and  |  had  the  power  to  bring  in  100  men  with 
whether  it  was  to  be  2s.  or  £2  nobody  him,  and  battalions  of  1,000  strong  were 
know,  but  he  would  urge  the  Government !  very  soon  formed.  That  system  cannot 
in  any  case  to  grant  a  very  substantial  <  be  adopted  now  owing  to  the  abolition 
amount.  He  would  suggest  the  capita- '  of  purchase.  Another  reason  was  that 
tion  grant  should  be  raised  to  double  its  j  many  of  the  commissions  were  given  to 
present  amount,  so  that  the  Volunteer  officers  of  the  Militia  who  brought  their 
force  might  be  put  upon  a  sound  financial  |  men  with  them.  It  is  now  different.  I  am 
basis.  He  urged  the  Government  to  ,  glad  to  say  the  Militia  is  embodied  and 
give  an  increased  capitation  grant  to  is  at  the  front.  I  do  not,  however, 
Volunteer  corps  which  did  not  possess  despair  of  the  result  of  this  scheme, 
either  rifle  ranges  or  drill-halls,  and  also  ,  A  number  of  the  men  whom  the  Under 
to  assist  regiments  whose  officers  had  I  Secretary  thinks  he  will  be  able  to  bring 
incurred  financial  obligations  by  establish-  j  into  the  ranks  will  be  men  who  have 
ing  drill-halls.  If  the  Government  served  with  the  colours  and  in  the  ranks 
resolved  to  give  the  Volunteers  substan-  j  for  twelve  years,  and  when  we  consider 
tial  financial  aid,  they  would  be  supported  |  that  many  of  the  men  who  have  served  their 
by  the  House  and  by  the  country,  and  i  twelve  years  are  now  only  thirty,  there 
would  experience  no  difficulty  in  procur- !  are  many  between  thiity  and  forty  yean 
ing  the  extra  number  of  men  now  I  of  age  who  will  willingly  conic  forward  and 
required.  join  the  colours  again  in  such  numbers 

j  that  the  Secretary  of  State  need  not  in 
♦Sir    HENRY    FLETCHEK    (Sussex,  j  any  way  fear  the  success  of  his  scheme. 
Lewes) :  For  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  j  With  regard  to  the  Militia,  I  do  not  wish 
taken  part  in  every  military  debate  that '  *°  ofter  any  observation.      The   Militia 
has  taken  place  in  this  House,  and   on  '  »   ^sented    in    this   House   by  hon. 
.  .  -T.i.  /  ,    !  Members  qualified  to  speak  for  it  ma 

this  occasion  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  .  proper  mannei,     Turning  t0  the  Volun_ 

on  the  proposed  increase  in  the  number  j  teers,  with  which  I  have  been  connected 
of  men  which  is  now  asked  for.  1  wish  ever  since  the  initiation  of  the  force 
the  Under  Secretary  would  see  his  way  to  j  forty-one  years  ago,  and  which  I  am 
ask  for  a  far  larger  number  of  men  than  !  still  serving,  I  can  say  what  is  the 
he  has,  because  the  temper  of  the  House  j  feeling  of  the  force  in  regard  to  this 
J//\  Brmdhur*L 


165      Army  (Supplementary)      {15  February  1900} 


Estimates. 


1G6 


scheme.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Volunteers  are  flocking  by  hundreds 
to  be  enrolled  in  the  existing  regiments, 
and  the  movement  is  progressing  in 
a  rapid  and  successful  way.  I  thank 
the  authorities  and  the  Secretary  of 
•State  for  War  for  the  words  he 
uttered  the  other  day  in  another  place 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  ask  certain  Auxiliary  officers  of 
high  rank  to  take  a  seat  in  the  War 
Office  in  order  to  act  as  advisers  to  the 
military  authorities.  We  Volunteers, 
therefore,  are  now  recognised  more  than 
heretofore.  I  can  recollect  in  the  early 
<lays  it  was  very  uphill  work.  We  were, 
I  will  not  say  hardly  tolerated,  but  we 
were  looked  upon  with  very  little  satis- 
faction by  the  military  authorities.  We 
have  now  reached  that  reward  which  the 
military  authorities  have  been  pleased  to 
bestow*  on  us  during  the  past  few  years. 
The  great  question  is  will  this  scheme  as 
put  forward  by  the  Government  in  all  its 
phases  be  satisfactory]  They  will  get 
the  number  of  men  they  want,  but  as  to 
the  question  of  camping.  There  is  one  who 
has  had  a  battalion  in  camp  for  twenty-six 
years  past  who  will  tell  the  authorities 
they  will  have  great  difficulty  in  getting 
the  employers  to  allow,  or  the  men 
themselves  to  remain  in  camp  for  a  month. 
I  have  often  thought,  on  the  last  day  of 
che  camp  week,  when  I  had  had  800  or  900 
men,  who  after  their  week's  exertions 
had  proved  themselves  well  drilled,  fairly 
disciplined,  and  satisfactory  in  every  way, 
I  have  often  thought,  what  a  hardship 
and  what  a  mistake  it  was  that  they 
were  obliged  to  be  disl)anded  and  sent 
back  into  their  civil  life,  when  a  few 
weeks  more  must  have  fitted  them  so 
much  more  for  their  soldier  life.  But  I 
have  thought  all  this  over,  and  see  great 
difficulty  in  the  proposition  put  forward 
bv  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that 
Volunteers  shall  or  may,  I  believe  that  is 
the  correct  word,  remain  in  camp  for  a 
period  of  one  month.  But  if  such  is  the 
wish  of  the  authorities,  I  can  assure  the 
Government  that  as  a  commanding  officer 
and  one  who  has  taken  an  interest  in  the 
force  for  many  years,  I  will  use  every 
endeavour  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
authorities,  and  I  can  say  this  for  all 
commanding  officers,  in  order  that 
we  may  prove  ourselves  civilians 
first  and  soldiers  afterwards.  May 
I  here  say  a  word  on  the  question  of 
ranges.     That  is  a  matter  which  has  occu- 


pied my  mind  and  attention  for  many  years. 

,  This  is  in  my  opinion  the  crux  of  the 
whole  system  of  the  Volunteer  force. 
Provide  the  battalions  with  ranges  within 
a  near  distance  of  the  headquarters,  and 
don't  attempt  to  send  them  by  rail  two 
or  three  hours  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  to 
go  to  their  class  firing.  £?o  amount  of 
money  the  Government  may  offer  to  pay 
travelling  expenses  will  meet  that  vexed 
question.  Every  endeavour  should  be 
made  that  suitable  ranges  should  be  found 
as  near  as  possible  to  headquarters.  And 
if  1  may  offer  a  suggestion,  let  the  mili- 
tary authorities  have  looked  over,  and 
once  more  have  inspected,  some  of  the 
disused  ranges  we  had  to  give  "up  when 
the  Martini  was  exchanged  for  the  Lee- 
Metford,  and  I  feel  sure,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  rifles  and  ranges,  that  many  will 
be  found  perfectly  suitable  now  for  the 
Lee-Metford.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  said,  and  I  agree  with  him,  that 
if    we    cannot    find    ranges    of    800   or 

j  1,000  yards  we  should  get  ranges 
at  200  yards.  I  have  always  laid 
down  this  principle.  AVe  ought  to 
endeavour  to  teach  a  Volunteer  to  shoot 

;  well  up  to  500  yards.  I  do  not  care  what 
becomes  of  a  man  afterwards  if  he  cannot 
carry  out  his  class  firing  at  a  distance 
beyond  that.  Ranges  of  this  kind  at 
least  can  be  obtained,  and  the  Govern- 
ment at  this  time  must  use  every  en- 
deavour to  get  such  ranges  for  the  \olun- 
teers.  I  wish  also  that  a  little  longer 
time  were  given  to  go  into  this  important 
question.  Another  very  serious  matter 
is  that  connected  with  the  transport  of 
the  Volunteers.  That  subject  I  have 
taken  up  for  years,  and  in  this  House,  on 
those  benches  and  on  these,  T  have  urged 
on  the  military  authorities  and  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  finding 
some  proper  means  of  providing  trans- 
ports for  the  Volunteers.  The  "  man  in 
the  street "  has  told  me  that  a  few  years 
ago  a  Committee  sat  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  that  question  and  reported. 
And    last     year    the    Under    Secretary 

'  for  War  put  liefor^  the  House  the 
proposals  of  the  authorities  with  regard 
to  the  transport  allowed  to  Volunteers. 
I  must  say  that  it  was  not  a  satisfactory 
offer  which  the  authorities  made  to  us 
last  year.  The  amount  is  not  sufficient, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
found  that  any  single  commanding 
officer  or  brigadier   has  taken  any  steps 

1  to  provide  the  transport  or  the  allowance 
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the  Government  offered.      We  were  told 
that  we  were  to  be  provided  with  hired  ; 
transport.     Well,  I  only  hope  that  if  we  I 
are  to  be  provided  with  hired  transport 
we  shall    be  allowed  to  have  a  liberal 
allowance,  and    to   find   our    own   hired 
transport.     Do  not  let  us  be  thrust  upon 
Messrs.   Brown,  Jones,  Smith,  or  Robin- , 
son  of  any  big  town  or  city,  because  if  : 
this   is   done  it  will  only  be  handed  by  , 
them  over  to  others  who  will  possibly  fail  ■ 
to  carry  out  the  requirements  necessary.  , 
Give  us  a  liberal  allowance  and  then  I 
feel  satisfied  that  the  question  of  trans- ; 
port,  though  it  be  only  carried  out  by  th^ 
Volunteers,  will  be  far  more  satisfactory 
to  the  Volunteer  force  than  it  has  been 
in  the  past.     If  the  authorities  are  going  . 
into  the  question  of  the  reorganisation  of  ; 
the  Volunteers,  may   I   suggest  to  them  ; 
one  matter,  personal  though  it  may  seem, ! 
because  it  affects  those  in  a  position  like  ! 
myself — the    system    of    brigadiers  and  j 
brigades    in   the  Volunteer  force.       At  | 
present     the     position     held     by     my- ; 
self  and  others    is    perfectly  anomalous.  ' 
Wo    know   nothing  of    what    is    going , 
on  in  connection  with  our  brigades,  with  " 
the     exception   of  the   one    week    they  j 
arc  serving  under  us   in  camp.     If  the 
brigade  system  is  to  be  carried  out,  if  the  | 
Volunteer  officers  are  to  be  made  use  of,  ! 
give  us  more  work  to  do,  give  us  a  little 
more   insight  into    the   working  of   the  \ 
system   than   we  have  at  present,  and  I  j 
hope  and  trust,  whatever  is  done  in  the  { 
reorganisation   or  the   resettling   of   the 
Volunteer  force  the  Government  will  not 
lose  sight,  and   the   military   authorities 
will  not  lose  sight  of  it,  that  we  are  now 
a  body  of  men  over  215,000  efficient,  I 
think  the  Under   Secretary  of  State  for 
War  said,  who  are  determined,  if  we  are 
treated  in  a  proper  way  and  placed  in  the 
position   in  which   our  services   can    be 
used,  we  are  men  who  have  forgotten  all 
that  is  past,  and   are  determined  to  do 
our  duty  in  whatever  place  the  authorities 
may  choose  to  send  us. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  Sir, 
I  am  not  a  military  man,  I  am  not  a 
Volunteer,  and,  like  nearly  every  other 
man  of  sense  in  the  country,  I  am  not  a 
friend  of  the  War  Office.  I  rise,  however, 
to  speak  on  certain  points  raised  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  in  his  speech,  because  I 
wish   to    protest   against  the  scheme  he 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher. 


proposes  in  some  of  its  details,  and  against 
merging  some  permanent  arrangement 
for  defence  at  home  with  some  different 
scheme  for  attack  abroad.  I  protest 
against  the  amalgamation  of  both  plans 
because  it  may  be  capable  of  political 
misinterpretation  in  the  constituencies, 
and  because  I  think  emergency  schemes 
of  military  preparation  ought  not  to  be 
dragged  into  the  arena  of  party  contro- 
versy ;  and  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  Government  had  they  confined  them- 
selves entirely  to  emergency  proposals,, 
whether  for  South  Africa,  whether  for  the 
Militia,  or  whether  for  the  Volunteers,  and 
to  have  kept  them  almost  religiously  apart 
from  the  question  of  permanent  defence 
and,  probably,  ultimate  conscription,  andl 
which  undoubtedly  add  needlessly  to  our 
military  expenditure  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent. The  people  who  support  this  War 
did  not  ask  for  this  scheme  that  could 
have  been  produced  when  the  Army 
Estimates  came  on.  People  want  the 
machinery  for  this  war  perfected ;  they 
demand  concentration  from  the  War 
Office,  and  get  confusion ;  they  want 
quicker  transport,  more  and  better  guns ; 
they  want  routine  abandoned,  red  tape 
discarded,  conflicting  plans  harmonised, 
the  various  movements  co-ordinated  witht 
the  ease  and  simplicity  the  Boers  have 
displayed.  They  want  the  adaptation  of 
means  to  ends,  and  that  with  prompti- 
tude. And,  having  said  that,  I  protest,  as  a 
practical  man,  against  the  scheme  because- 
it  savours  of  panic.  It  is  very  much  like 
the  speech  of  Lord  Rosebery  in  another 
place  this  evening,  in  which  his  Lordship* 
asked  for  many  more  men  in  addition 
to  those  which  you  have  already  dis- 
patched. But  in  this  he  is  practically 
alone,  and  the  reason  for  the  demand 
the  people  cannot  understand.  The- 
average  British  elector  is  quite  convinced 
that  there  are  quite  enough  men  in  South 
Africa,  if  you  only  had  better  tactics, 
better  strategy,  and  better  leadership* 
than  we  have  nad  up  to  now.  What  we 
want  is  not  more  British  troops,  but  Boer 
generalship ;  and  the  sooner  the  War 
Office  comes  round  to  that  view  the 
better  it  will  be  for  us.  If  this  scheme  is 
intended  to  impress  foreign.  Powers,  I  say 
it  has  absolutely  failed,  because  looking 
at  the  foreign  newspapers — mind,  I  do- 
not  at  all  agree  with  all  that  the  French 
and  Geiman  and  Austrian  newspapers- 
say  of  us — you  find  that  section  of 
Continental  opinion*,  which  you  cannot 
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judiciously  ignore,  is  flatly  against  you. 
Again,  if  the  scheme  was  intended  to 
help  the  emergency  in  South  Africa,  it  is, 
according  to  the  military  critics,  useless. 
Once  more  the  War  Office  has  shown  its  in- 
adaptability to  meet  difficulty  with  re- 
source. What  I  wish  to  know  is,  where 
is  the  military  expenditure  of  this  nation 
going  to  stop  ?  We  are  told  that  we  want 
more  men.  Do  we?  Well,  the  Trans- 
vaal Republic  in  population  is  al>out  as 
large  as  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  or  about 
two-thirds  of  the  size  of  that  single  Lon- 
don constituency  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  represent,  and  yet  we  are  told  that  to 
tight  an  enemy  of  such  proportions,  200,000 
men  are  not  enough.  The  total  of  our 
forces  in  this  country,  on  the  seas,  and 
in  our  colonies  and  dependencies  numbers 
nearly  a  million  men.  Yet  we  are  told 
that  is  not  enough.  We  are  told  that 
the  Militia  Ballot  Act  is  to  be  abandoned, 
and  that  conscription  will  ultimately  be 
necessary.  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
-country  will  have  conscription,  and  may  I 
not  suggest  to  the  House  of  Commons 
that  there  is  an  alternative  to  this  mili- 
tarising of  the  people  in  the  abandonment 
-of  our  spread-eagle  imperialism  and  our 
•long-spoon  diplomacy,  and  the  telling  of 
.people  abroad  to  mend  their  manners  ? 
Let  us  look  at  what  it  is  leading  us  to, 
and  glance  at  the  figures  of  the  expendi- 
ture during  the  short  space  of  fifteen 
.years.  In  1885  we  spent  .£30,000,000  on 
the  Army  and  Navy  ;  to-day  we  are 
spendingtheabnormal  sum  of  £5 1 ,000,000. 
Where  is  this  extravagance  to  cease  ?  We 
are  now  spending  £10,000,000  more  than 
Russia;  £14,000,000  more  than  Germany ; 
and  £10,000,000  more  than  France  in 
naval  and  military  armaments  ;  yet  we  are 
told  that  it  is  not  enough.  Well,  Sir,  the 
British  workman  and  the  masses  of  this 
country  have  a  knack  of  expressing  them- 
selves in  no  uncertain  way  at  the  poll 
against  panic  schemes  of  this  order,  and 
I  believe  the  answer  will  be  emphatic 
when  his  opinion  is  asked.  There 
was  one  thing  in  the  speech  of  the 
•Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
which  was  highly  satisfactory,  inasmuch 
as  it  conveyed  an  official  repudiation  by 
the  Government  of  any  attempt  at  con- 
scription. That  is  the  one  spark  of  con- 
solation that  shone  in  his  speech.  But 
why  does  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
repudiate  conscription?  Because  he 
knows  that  conscription  the  people  of 
this  country  won't  nave;  and  I  put  it 
boldly  before  the  House  now,  that  if  the 


people  of  England  have  to  choose  between 
the  lopping  off  of  some  of  the  colonies — 
that  are  not  so   valuable  as  some   men 
seem  to  imagine — and  the  loss  of  a  few 
millions  a  year  in  trade :  if  they  are  to 
choose,  I  say,  between  that  and  conscrip- 
tion they  would  rather  lose  those  colonies 
and  their  attendant   millions  than   have 
all  the  moral  and  social  disadvantages  that 
conscription    imposes    on    an    industrial 
nation  ["  No,  no  !  "1      Some  hon.  Mem- 
bers say  "  No  " ;  ana  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  nods  his  head.     Does  he  want  to 
reproduce    in     England    the    autocratic 
intolerance  of  Germany  ?     Does  he  wish 
to  see  England  smitten  with  the  disease 
which  Spain  and  Italy  and  France  are 
suffering  from  in  the  terrorising  despotism 
of  military  control  ?  If  he  does,  militarism 
and  its  product,  conscription,  will   do  it. 
But  conscription  has  been  avoided  by  the 
Government  less  because  of  its  national 
effects     than      for    class      convenience. 
One  reason  why  I  believe    conscription 
was     repudiated     is     that    if     it     were 
once    introduced   the    Army   would    no 
longer  be  the  appanage  of  the  aristocracy 
and   the   perquisite    of   the  rich.      Con- 
scription would  break  down  the   family 
arrangement  by  which  the  titles  get  the 
salaries  and  the  untitled  got  the  work.    In 
my  opinion,  the  proposals  for  the  training 
of  the  Volunteers  are  unworkable,  and  in 
this  connection  I  have  a  suggestion   to 
make  on  a  problem  which  the  War  Office 
can  readily  solve  if  it  is  really  in  earnest. 
They  have  only  to  ask  the  Government 
to  slip  a  clause  into   every  railway  Bill 
that    passes    through    Parliament     that 
|  Volunteers  when  engaged  in  travelling  to 
I  and  from  the    shooting  ranges  shall  be 
!  carried    free.      That   is    a   contribution 
I  that   railway   companies   ought    to    pay 
!  towards    the   Volunteers   making   them- 
!  selves  efficient  in    the  art  of   defending 
|  their  property  in  time  of  war.   The  Volun- 
i  teers  also  want  more  efficient  commanding 
i  officers  than  they  now  have,  as  merit  in 
'  the   Volunteer  force,  like   the   Army,   is 
I  often     over-ridden,     because    social     po- 
!  sition    without    military  skill    too    often 
1  counts  for  promotion.      Then  we   come 
to    another    branch     of     the    scheme- 
1  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  we  have  not 
•  that  fine    old    English    gentleman,    the 
1  gallant  Sir  George  Chesuey,  with  us  this 
'  evening  to  reproduce  on  the  floor  of  this 
House    one    or    two    of     the    frequent 
criticisms  he  wrote  in  that  little  booklet 
1  of   his,  nearly  twenty  years   ago,  as  to 
what  Great  Britain  needed  for  its  expe- 


1 7 1         Army  (Supplementary)        { COM  MONS } 


Estimates. 


172 


ditionary  wars.     He  said,  among  other 
things,  that  we  should  always  have  ah 
army  of  30,000  men,  which  he  specially 
defined,  ready   to  take  the  field   in   less 
than  twenty-four  hours.     A  force  mobile, 
ubiquitous,  unencumbered  by  the  useless 
gear    a    British  army   always   has.      Of 
course   that  is   a  principle   which  I  ex- 
pect would  not  find  favour  at  the  War  i 
Office.     There  is  the  insuperable  obstacle  . 
of  officers  baggage  to  take  into  considera-  j 
tion.      This  kind   of  thing  ought  to  be 
stopped.    Officers  ought  not  to  be  allowed  ! 
to    encumber   their    regiments    on    the  ! 
march    with   all   the   baggage   I   saw  at  i 
Aldershot.       Boot-trees    should    be    left  I 
at   home,  as   well   as  golf  sticks,  tennis  i 
racquets,  and  opera  hats,  and  surplus  uni-  ' 
forms.    All  this  mountain  of  impedimenta  j 
affected  by  British  officers,  and  which  is  ! 
bound  to  hamper  the  progress  of  an  army,  j 
should  be  discarded  when  thousands  of  I 
gallant  lives  are  hanging  in  the  l>alance.  ; 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Under   Sec- 
retary to  put  up  a  Bill  calling  for  men,  to 
try   to   summon   spirits   from   the  vasty 
deep.     I  do  not  think  men  will  respond 
after  the   war   fever   has  passed.     I  am  | 
sorry  to  say  that  the  middle   and   pro- ! 
fessional  classes,  who  have  clamoured  for  j 
the   war,   have  not  volunteered  as  they  I 
should  have  done.     There  are  only  two  , 
classes  who  pay  the  blood  tax  of  their  ; 
country — the  aristocracy  in  the  officers  and  i 
the  labouring  classes  in  the  men.     This 
war  has  typified  the  mental  and  admini- ! 
strative  decay  of  the  governing  classes.  ! 
If    the    London    County     Council    had 
managed  its  fire  brigade  with  no  more  ; 
ability  and  promptitude   than   the  War  I 
Office  has  displayed  in  the  management ! 
of  this  war,  people  would  have  been  burnt  i 
in   their   beds   three    nights  a  week.     I 
am  almost  inclined  to  suggest  that  the 
management    of   the    next    war    should 
be   left   to  the    lire   brigade    committee 
of    the   County    Council.       The    Under 
Secretary   has   not  mentioned   the   non- ; 
commissioned   officer.      How   long  is  he  : 
to  be  debarred  from  that  treatment  his  ; 
energy,  ability,  experience,  and  capacity  i 
deserve  1      The  governing    classes   have  i 
drawn  a  ring  fence  round  the  commissioned  j 
ranks  of  the  Army  ;  and  they  have  nipped  . 
in  the  bud  the  aspiration  of  the  non-com-  I 
missioned   officer    to    gain    his    commis- . 
sion.      This   should   not    be    allowed   to ! 
continue     when     the     margin     of     our  j 
officers     is     so     rapidly    dwindling     in  | 
the    present    war    by    the     pluck    and  i 
Mr.  John  Burn*. 


gallant  leadership  of  the  officers.     If  you 
want  to  test  the  accuracy  of  my  statement 
go  to  Aldershot,  as  I  have  done,  and  see 
for  yourselves.     You  will  see  whole  bat- 
teries going  away  in  charge  of  youths  of 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age.     We 
have  colour-sergeants  and  sergeant-majors 
who  with  their  experience  are  infinitely 
better  than  a  dozen  of  these  young  fellows 
thrown  together.     Why  do  I  emphasise 
that  1     Because  there  is  no  mention  of  the 
non-commissioned  officer  in  the  scheme; 
If  hon.  Members  doubt  the  capacity  of  our 
non-commissioned  officers  let  them  go  and 
see  that  splendid  soldier  Sergeant-major 
Foules,   of    the    1st  Grenadier  Guards, 
manage  his  battalion.    In  manner,  ability, 
knowledge,  and  all  that  goes  to  make  a 
good  soldier  he  makes  those  men  work 
better  than  the  famous   Guards   I   saw 
reviewed  at  St.  Petersburg.     We  hear  a 
good  deal  of  the  precision  and  drill  of  the 
Berlin  Guards.     Sergeant- Majors  Foules' 
and  Best's,  of  the  Grenadiers  and  Cold- 
streams,  are  two  of  the  best  drills  I  have 
ever  seen  in  Europe.     But  you  will  not 
give  these  men  command  of  a  regiment. 
Why  ?     There  is  some  reason.     It  is  not 
because  rankers  are  not  fit  or  capable,  it 
is  because  you   have  put  a  ring  fence 
round  the  commissioned  ranks  that  must 
be   broken  down  if  the  Army  is   to  be 
efficient    and    popular.        Remove    the 
reason     for     refusing    promotion    from 
the    ranks,  and    you    will    have    abler,, 
stronger,  and  better  men  in  your  Army 
than  you  now  have,  and  until  you  do  so* 
your  Army  will  not  be  so  popular  as  it 
deserves  to  be.     The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  spoke  on   the  other  side 
suggested  that  we  wanted  more  troops  in 
Africa.     I  do  not  agree  with  him.     What 
does  the  Figaro  of  yesterday  say  in  criti- 
cising our    military   arrangements?     It 
says  that  the  reason  the  British  soldier 
has  succeeded  in  all  parts  of  the  world,. 
especially  in  hot  countries,  is   that  the 
British  military  system  has  insisted  on 
quality    as    against   quantity.      Instead 
of   throwing    a   mass  of    100,000    men, 
whether      from      the      Volunteers      or 
Militia,    at    the    heads    of    the    British 
taxpayer,     I     belieye    you     would    do» 
much    more  good  if  your  unintelligent 
War    Office  were    to  insist    on    greater 
efficiency    in    the    Army  than   we  noir 
have.      By  doing  that  you  will   follow 
the   best   traditions    and    experience    of 
Greece  and  Rome  in  fighting,  and  yoa 
will  justify  the  opinion  of  every  military 
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critic   on  the  Continent  that  we    hold 
India  and  our  colonies  not  by  the  number 
of  our  troops,  but  because  of  the  pluck  of 
the  rank  and  file  and  the  greater  average 
efficiency  of  the  unit  in  the   voluntary 
Indian  Army  than  is  possible  under  con- 
scription.     I  agree  with  that  view,  and  it 
is  because  I  have  thought  this  matter  out 
that  I  say  the  need  of  the  Army  is  not 
great  masses  of  troops,  but  the  highest 
quality  of  efficiency  that  only  a  free  enlist- 
ment system  can  yield.      With  regard  to 
the  dress  of  the  soldier,  I  am  one  of  those 
who  have  been  subjected  to  a  great  deal 
of  adverse  criticism,  because  years  ago  I 
ventured    to   say    what    every    military 
critic   is   now   thinking,   that   the    dress 
was  unsuited  to  the  work,  and  that  the 
British    officer    too     frequently    dressed 
like  a  gilded  popinjay.      I  repeat   that 
statement  on  the  floor  of  the  House :  it 
is  justified  by   fact  and  by  experience. 
Immediately  a  war  breaks  out  you  strip 
the  officers  of  their  upholstery,  because  it 
is  a  mark  for  the  enemy ;  you  take  the 
gilt  off  the  gingerbread,  you  have  to  leave 
the  helmet  with  its  attracting  glitter  at 
home,    and   all     the     gay     and    gilded 
trappings    are    discarded.      When    your 
troops    should    be    ready    and    on     the 
way    to    the    front,   needless    delay    is 
caused   by  your  having  to  reciothe  them 
fit  for  their  proper  work.      The  hon.  and 
gallant     Member     who     suggested     an 
improvement  in   dress    ought  to    know 
there    is    nothing    connected    with    the 
soldiers  that  more  requires  reform,  yea, 
revolution,  than  the  dress  of  the  private 
soldier.     Of  course,  we  all   like  to   see 
both  our  soldiers  and  our  sailors  smart, 
but     you     can    have     smartness     with 
efficiency  in   uniform  and   indistinctness 
in  colour.   Take,  for  instance,  the  regiment 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Essex 
— the  Grenadiers.    [An  Hon.  Member  : 
The  Coldstreams.]    Very  well,  the  Cold- , 
streams — in  dress  they  are  all  alike,  and 
they  are,  though  very  showy,  all  equally 
baiL     With  his  undress  uniform  you  give 
him  a  hat  that  does  not  protect  him  from 
the  rain  or  sun ;  it  is  a  sort  of  inverted 
collar-box,  and  ought  to  have  been  con- 
demned years  ago.     You  stuff  him  into 
a   tight-fitting   tunic,   distinguishable   to  i 
the     enemy     and    unpleasant   to    work 
in    at    home   or  abroad — so  unpleasant 
that  at  Ghitral  and  Dargai,  where  the 
men     had     to    fight,    the     first    thing 
that  many   of    them  did  was    to    take 
their  bayonet    or   knife  and  rip   their  J 
tunics  open,  loose  though  they  relatively  ! 


are.     At  home  the  soldier  prefers  to  do 
the  most  elementary  duties   in  his  shirt 
sleeves,  because  his  dress  does  not  give 
him    freedom     of    physical    movement. 
As   to  full  dress,    look  at   his    busby ! 
In  the  summer  it  is  beastly  hot,  and  in 
the  winter  it  makes  the  man  more  miser- 
able, because  the  rain   comes  down   all 
over  his  face,  and  the  longer  he  is  in  the 
rain   the   heavier    the   busby    becomes. 
Coming  from  his  head  to  his  feet,  look  at 
the  kind    of  boots  you  give    these    big 
fellows   in  which   to   do  their  drill  and 
!  marching,  the  chief  portion  of  a  soldier's 
work.     You  spend  £9  on  his  busby  and 
8s.  on  his  boots.     I  would  reverse  the 
operation.     I  would  not  have   him   put 
into  hard  and  unsympathetic  boots  such 
as  you  see  him  walking  about  the  streets 
of  London  in.     You  ought  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  County  Council  in  regard 
to  their  park-keepers,  and  spend  16s.  or 
188.  per  pair  for  boots  for  your  soldiers 
so  as  to  make  them  comfortable,  because 
a  very  good  soldier  ought  to  be  a  good 
walker.     Now  I  come  to  my   last  point. 
You    have    difficulty    in    getting    men. 
Why  1     The   Nemesis    of    the    English 
landlord    has    arrived.      We   are   begin- 
ning   to    realise    now    that    it    was    a 
mistake  to  depopulate  the  Scotch  glen* 
centuries  ago.     We  are  beginning  to  see, 
by  the  shrinkage  of  the  Highland  popula- 
tion, by  the  unwillingness  of  the  Scotch  to 
enlist,  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  have  tho 
straths  and  valleys   which   formerly  had 
300  cottages  with  only  two  or  three  in 
them  now.     Deer  have  taken  the  place  of 
men.      But    now    the    Nemesis   of    the 
landlord   has  arrived,  and    the    govern- 
ing classes  cannot   get    strong,  big  men 
from    the     highland     valleys    and    the 
Irish   glens    as    was   formerly  the  case. 
And   what   is   more,   England,  rural  de 
populated   England,   is    now    telling  its 
tale  in  the  difficulty  of  getting  soldiers  tc 
fight  your    battles.     When    I    am   told 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  recruits,  my 
answer  is  that  you,  especially  the  gentle- 
men of  England,  are  responsible  for  it. 
You    have    rendered   it    impossible    for 
the     countryside    to    find     its     modern 
archers,  the  men  who  saved  you  at  Cressy, 
Poictiers,  and  Agincourt,  to  l>e  reared  in 
the   villages,   because   you    have   turned 
them  out-  -you  have  driven  your  yeomen 
to  the  towns.  Your  land  system,  the  espion- 
age of  your  parson,  the  social  inquisition 
of   the  country  side,   the  petty  tyranny 
of    rural    life    are    now     beginning     to 
tell  in  the  outposts  of  empire.      I  also 
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want  to  tell  you  this,  when  you  talk 
about  conscription  remember  that  Britain 
is  unlike  Germany,  France,  or  Italy.  You 
can  have  a  conscript  army  in  Germany  or 
other  Continental  countries.  A\  hy  ? 
Because  the  recruit  serves  as  a  rule  in  his 
own  district  and  near  his  friends.  But 
the  very  essential  basis  of  the  British 
Army  is  that  you  should  have  a  foreign 
service  of  able,  healthy,  and  voluntary 
men.  Therefore,  when  men  ask  in 
this  House  for  conscription  I  tell 
them  that  it  is  unsuited  to  the 
work  the  British  Army  has  to  do. 
Immediately  you  impose  conscription 
the  efficiency  of  the  British  Army  abroad 
will  disappear,  and  you  will  want  an 
M*my  three  times  its  present  size,  which 
will  present  the  rapidity  of  movement, 
fitness  of  the  unit,  and  decisiveness  of 
action  that  our  Colonial  and  Indian 
system  of  warfare  demands.  Above  all, 
if  you  want  the  British  Army  to  be  as 
it  should  be,  follow  out  what  Napoleon 
did :  take  your  Ney  or  Murat  from  the 
ranks  where  he  has  distinguished  himself 
as  a  private  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
make  him  an  officer,  and  let  ability  and 
merit  alone  count  for  promotion  in  the 
British  Army.  If  Napoleon  had  l>een 
conducting  this  war  500  commissions 
would  have  been  given  on  the  field  to 
soldiers  of  the  rank  and  file.  Unless  you 
do  that  you  will  discourage  your  Army  ; 
it  will  be  unattractive,  which  means 
inefficient  for  its  purpose.  Then,  when 
you  have  your  Army  reorganised  and  on 
a  popular  basis,  I  sincerely  trust  you  will 
give  the  men  greater  freedom  than  they 
now  enjoy.  Treat  them  more  like  men 
and  less  like  children.  And,  above  all, 
when  you  have  got  your  men  and  got 
your  Army,  do,  in  the  name  of  England's 
honour  and  our  best  traditions,  use  them 
in  an  infinitely  more  just  and  better  war 
than  that  in  which  our  soldiers  are  at 
present  engaged  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  1  found  it  a  little 
difficult  to  follow  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  spoken.  He  was  kind 
enough  to  say  that  in  the  speech  I  made 
i  few  days  ago  the  only  clear  point  was 
my  repudiation  of  conscription.  The  only 
thing  which  to  my  mind  is  clear  in  the 
speech  to  which  we  have  just  listened  is 
that  trn  name  of  the  War  Office  with 
the  hon.  Member  is  a  term  of  generic 
reproach  which  he  applies  to  anything 
which  he  reads  in  the  newspapers  or  hears 
in  the  streets  from    which   he  differs,  or 

Mr.  John  Bums*. 


\  which  gives  him  a  moment's  annoyance. 
I  The  hon.  Member  told  us  he  was  going  to 
'  make  one  or  two  suggestions,  but  surely 
J  he  underrates  his  contribution  to  the  de- 
j  bate.     The  hon.   Member  ransacked  the 
1  newspapers  of  every  country  and  has  gone 
far  afield  for   his   examples,  but  the  up- 
shot of  the  matter  is  that  he  is  profoundly 
dissatisfied  with  all  classes  in  this  country. 
I  He  blamed  what  he  calls  the  aristocracy, 
because  they  were  extravagant  and  stupid, 
but  in  the  next   portion  of  his  speech  he 
paid  a  tribute  to  their  courage ;  and  he 
proceeded  to  attack  the  middle  classes.  It 
is  very  difficult  to   follow  all  this,  but  in 
another  part  of  his  speech  he  said  it  was 
really  too  hard  to  expect  any  employer  of 
labour  to  give  his  men  leave  for  a  week, 
'  a  fortnight,  or  a  month  in   the  course  of 
the  year  for  a   special  emergency.      But 
while  he  was  so  tender  on  behalf  of  em- 
ployers of  lalwur  as  a  whole  he  saw  no 
1  hardship    whatever  in  asking  the  share- 
holders of  railways  to  carry  300  or  400 
men  for  nothing  during  the  busiest  months 
of  the  summer.  I  take  a  very  much  higher 
view    than    the    hon.    Member    of    the 
i  patriotism  of  employers  of  labour.     In  a 
'  year  when   it  behoves  us  all  to  do  what 
we  can  in  order  to  make  good  the  absence 
of  the  greater  part  of  our  Army  in  South 
Africa,  I  am  convinced  that  the  employers 
of  labour  will  be  among  the  first  to  assist 
i  us  in  that  manner  which  lies  best  in  their 
power.    The  hon.  Member  made  a  special 
attack  upon  the   arrangements  for  trans- 
port in  South  Africa.      There  is  a  great 
,  deal   of   misapprehension   about  that.     I 
have  here  a  letter  from  General  Forestier- 
Walker,  commanding  the  lines  of  commu- 
nication, in  which  he  says  : — 

44  It  will  1k»  observed  that  there  was  on,  and, 

indeed,  some  time  previous  to,  December  31,  a 

large  unused  balance  of  ox -transport  amount- 

'  ing  to  ."V48  wagons  with  oxen  complete  and 

also  a  number  of  loose  oxen.*' 

That  is  a  little  fact  to  be  set  against  all 
this  rhetoric.  The  hon.  Member  made 
one  definite  criticism  of  our  scheme ;  he 
said  that  we  had  been  very  ill-advised  in 

1  not  keeping  the  permanent  part  of  this 
scheme  separate  from  the  emergency  part 

I  of  the  scheme.  But  is  that  possible  t 
The  hon.  Member  may  think  so,  but 
those  in  this  House  who  are  experts  in 
the  matter  will  not  agree  with  him.  The 
permanent  part  of  this  scheme  is  neces- 
sary unless  the  country  is  prepared  to 
contemplate  sending  the  forces  that  have 

;  been  sent  to  South  Africa  and  having  no 
force  in  this  country  trained  to  take  the 
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awift  offensive  in  the  event  of  our  being 
threatened  by  any  other  Power.  I  will 
not  argue  with  the  hon.  member,  because 
I  know  that  the  whole  balance  of  military 
opinion  in  and  out  of  the  House  is  with 
us  in  asking  for  these  batteries  of  artillery 
which  are  essential.  As  to  the  new 
infantry  liattalions,  any  one  who  has 
studied  our  duties  in  other  parts  of  the 
Empire — the  necessity  of  garrisoning 
India  and  the  colonial  stations — knows 
that  the  Army  has  l>een  racked  and 
strained  because  we  have  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  infantry  battalions.  Hon. 
members  have  been  insisting  that  after 
this  war  is  over  we  shall  have  to  keep  a 
garrison  in  South  Africa.  Is  it,  there- 
fore, unreasonable  to  submit  to  this  House 
aproposal for  additional  infantry  battalions 
and  additional  batteries  of  artillery  1  We 
cannot  keep  this  apart  from  the  emergency 
scheme,  because  the  need  for  both  has 
arisen  at  the  same  time  and  from  the 
same  cause.  I  think  I  can  now  perhaps 
pass  from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member. 
Before  we  had  had  a  very  variegated 
debate.  There  had  been  some  speeches  of 
one  kind  and  other  speeches  more 
numerous  of  a  very  different  kind.  Of  tho 
first  type  there  were  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Members  representing  Irish  constituencies. 
With  regard  to  these  speeches  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  dealing  with  them  at  very  great 
length.  The  hon.  Member  who  spoke 
first  said  that  he  had  the  courage  of  his 
convictions,  and  was  prepared  to  support 
them  by  speech  and  vote.  I  never  im- 
puted any  want  of  courage  to  hon. 
gentlemen  who  came  from  Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  You 
could  not,  because  your  great-grandfather 
was  an  Irish  rebel. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  say  this  in  no 
offensive  spirit,  but  there  are  others  of 
the  countrymen  of  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Ireland  who  are  doing  something  more 
than  talk,  and  giving  something  more 
than  votes — who  are  giving  their  lives. 
I  feel  that  there  is  no  need  for  me  to 
answer  the  words  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
with  my  words,  when  their  own  country- 
men are  giving  an  answer  with  deeds 
and  death  in  South  Africa.  Long  after  this 
somewhat  factitious  attempt,  this  gallery 
display,  got  up  for  the  benefit  of  foreign 
countries,  is  forgotten — for  it  will  not 
take  up  two  lines  in  the  Annual  Register 
or  any  future  history — the  gallantry  of 
Irish  soldiers  in  South  Africa  will  be  re- 


membered. It  will  have  several  lines  in 
history ;  and  the  most  distinguished  of 
the  hon.  Member's  fellow-countrymen — 
Lord  Roberts — will  have  some  para- 
graphs, and  perhaps  some  pages.  The 
hon.  Member  said  that  our  expecta- 
tions that  this  war  would  be  followed 
by  peace  would  prove  to  l>e  unfounded, 
and  that  no  such  result  had  followed  any 
parallel  event  in  history.  The  hon. 
Member  cited  the  American  war  of  the 
last  century,  but  you  cannot  prove  that 
there  is  no  parallel  by  merely  quoting  one 
instance  in  which  a  parallel  could  not  be 
traced.  For  a  better  parallel  I  would 
direct  the  hon.  Member's  attention  to  the 
American  war  of  this  century.  That  was 
a  war  waged  by  white  races,  by  Chris- 
tians, by  men  each  who  l>elieved  that 
they  were  fighting  for  their  rights,  and 
that  a  great  principle  was  at  stake,  and 
the  side  which  took  the  larger  view  of 
what  the  development  of  humanity 
demanded-  the  side  which  was  fighting 
for  results  beneficial  not  only  to  them- 
selves, but  to  the  whole  future  of  the 
country  which  they  inhabited — won  in 
the  end,  but  after  great  sacrifices  and  pro- 
longed effort.  That  is  the  parallel  which 
I  would  submit  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  do 
not  wish  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman 
for  one  moment,  but  I  am  sure  he  will 
recognise  that  the  parallel  is  not  complete 
when  ho  reflects  that  these  two  peoples 
were  of  the  same  race,  not  like  the  English 
and  Dutch. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :    I  doubt  whether 

\  that  improves  the  hon.  Member's  position. 

At  the  first  blush  it  makes  that  war  more 

|  repugnant.     But  we  must  not  be  carried 

1  away   by   emotion   and   sentiment.     We 

!  must  consider  that  the  view  which  will 

.  bring  the   most   benefit   to   the   greater 

number  of  people  over  the  longest  period 

\  of  years  is  the  just  view,  and  that  is  a 

i  view  for  which  Christian  gentlemen  can 

1  fight  with  confidence;.     I  feel  that  I  have 

!  been  rather  led  away  by  the  matter  to 

which   I  have  referred.      I  pass   to  the 

other  type  of  speeches — speeches  which 

were   in   some  measure  invoked  by   the 

word    "  invitation  "  (the  word   is  not  in 

great  favour  just  now,  but  I  used  it  when 

I   introduced   this   scheme),    namely,   an 

invitation   for  criticism    and   suggestion 

from   those  hon.    Members  who  bear  or 

have  borne  Her  Majesty's  commission,  or 

who    take    an     active    interest    in    the 

Auxiliary  forces.     Well,  we  have  had  in 
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the  course  of  this  discussion  some  useful 
suggestions ;  but  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  say  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  go 
in  detail  all  over  these  various  points 
which  have  cropped  up.  But  I  wish  to 
say,  with  regard  to  these  remarks  of  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides,  that  a  great  deal 
of  their  criticism  has  been  anticipated, 
and  I  think  they  will  find  that  many  of 
their  suggestions  have  been  accepted. 
Now  let  me  answer  all  these  criticisms 
together,  if  I  can,  by  this  plain  statement. 
Our  proposals  in  respect  to  the  Auxiliary 
forces  are  enabling ;  they  are  not  man- 
datory. In  the  main  I  may  say  they  are 
emergency  proposals,  and  they  are  not 
permanent  proposals.  I  wish  to  make 
that  point  quite  clear,  because  one 
Member  after  another  has  got  up  and  said, 
u  Volunteers  will  never  train  for  a  month 
together.  You  make  a  great  mistake  in 
asking  them  to  do  so.v  That  is  very 
likely.  It  is  very  likely  that  the  great 
majority  of  Volunteer  corps  cannot  even 
in  a  year  of  great  stress  and  of  some 
legitimate  apprehension  make  this  sacri- 
fice, or  without  the  sacrifice  falling  on  the 
employers  of  labour  rather  than  on  the 
men.  But  there  are  some  corps  which 
have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  train  for  a 
month.  Now,  in  making  our  enabling 
proposal,  would  we  not  have  put  ourselves 
utterly  in  the  wrong  if  we  had  said  to  all, 
"  We  will  give  you  a  camp  and  a  water 
supply  and  a  payment  to  cover  expenses 
for  a  week  or  ten  days,  but  not  for  a 
longer  period "  ?  Why,  I  am  sure  that 
several  members  of  this  House  who  have 
asked  for  these  privileges  would  have 
tackled  me.  and  I  shoiud  have  had  no 
defence.  But  now  my  defence  is  com- 
plete. If  a  corps  cannot  train  for  a 
month,  let  it  train  for  a  more  limited 
period.  The  facilities  we  should  offer 
will  be  commensurate  with  the  disposition 
or  ability  on  their  part  to  train  them- 
selves. Then  I  have  been  told  that  the 
scheme  was  incomprehensible  and  imprac- 
ticable, because  I  did  not  mention  the 
exact  terms  of  the  inducement  which 
would  be  offered.  That  was  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last,  but 
it  shows  that  he  knows  very  little  about 
the  Volunteers.  As  things  are  now,  in 
order  to  be  efficient,  a  Volunteer  has  to 
do  some  twelve  drills,  of  which  three  only 
need  be  battalion  drills.  There  are  cases 
where  some  corps  can  do  Imttalion  drills 
easily,  and  other  cases  where  battalion 
drills  are  difficult  of  achievement  owing  to 
distance.  They  could  not  do  these  batta- 
Mr.  JVifndham. 


lion  drills,  comparatively  easy  in  some 
instances,  except  at  an  expense  of  «£3Q, 
£40,  or  £50  to  the  commanding  officer. 
Now  how  foolish  it  would  have  been  if 
we  had  come  down  to  this  House  with  a 
cut-and-dried  plan,  saying  we  would  give 
so  much  money  for  so  many  drills,  which 
would  be  too  little  in  some  cases  and  far 
too  much  in  others.  We  prefer  to  make 
two  bold  and  broad  conditions  for  the 
future  with  regard  to  the  Volunteers.  We 
say  that,  as  a  permanent  proposal,  we 
shall  treat  them  better,  and,  as  an  emer- 
gency proposal  as  to  this  year,  we  say  we 
mean  to  offer  them  facilities  for  making 
themselves  efficient  during  the  spring  and 
summer.  As  to  the  inducements,  we  say 
that  the  expenses  of  the  scheme  which 
we  recommend  for  adoption  by  the 
country  must  come,  not  out  of  the  private 
purse  of  the  Volunteers  or  their  officers, 
but  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  taxpayers  of 
the  country  in  return  for  the  security 
which  the  Volunteers  are  going  to  give 
to  the  people  of  the  country.  Then  we 
have  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bath,  amongst  many  others,  insisting  upon 
greater  facilities  for  musketry,  and  we 
agree  with  much  that  has  been  said  on 
this  subject.  In  asking  the  Volunteers  to 
make  themselves  efficient,  we  shall  have 
the  greatest  regard  to  shooting.  We  are 
asked,  "Why  not  open  close  ranges  1" 
But  it  must  be  remembered  you  cannot 
prevent  a  bullet  going  as  far  as  it  will ; 
although  you  fire  at  the  butts  at  300 
yards  the  bullet  may  go  2,000.  Some- 
thing more  is  needed,  and  the  question 
is  being  studied.  There  is  an  in- 
genious device  which  may,  and  I  think 
will,  enable  us  to  construct  short  ranges. 
That  will  be  done,  and  in  asking  the 
Volunteers  to  make  themselves  efficient, 
we  should  give  them  the  opportunity  of 
shooting  under  the  most  favourable  cir- 
cumstances. Other  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
urged  that  we  should  not  give  too  much 
importance  to  mere  smartness  or  pre- 
cision in  parade  movements.  Quite  true. 
But  some  of  the  speakers  do  not  seem  to 
know  that  in  the  regular  army  a  com- 
pany or  squadron  are  for  a  period  of  one 
or  two  months  handed  over  to  their  com- 
pany officers  and  instructed  in  those  very 
duties  of  entrenching  and  so  forth.  I 
believe  that  when  the  Volunteers  come 
under  canvas  -as  they  will,  in  spite  of 
some  of  the  croaking  we  have  heard 
this  evening— they  will  derive  very 
great  benefits  not*  less  distinguishable 
from  those  which  have  been  derived  from 
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what  is  called  company  training.  Then, 
as  to  underclothing.  We  are  working 
at  the  War  Office  on  this  very  subject. 
It  may  not  prove  such  an  economy  as 
some  hon.  Members  suppose,  but  every 
change  as  a  rule  costs  more  than  the 
thim?  you  uproot.  And,  rightly  so,  be- 
cause with  every  change  you  meet  legiti- 
mate demands  which  have  been  too  long 
denied.  It  is  impossible  in  my  opinion 
—I  may  l>e  wrong,  and  I  cannot  pledge 
anyone  to  this — to  make  a  fundamental 
change  in  the  dress  of  the  soldier  without 
recognising  that  the  State  must  give  the 
necessary  underclothing.  It  is  quite 
impossible  to  have  one  dress  for  peace 
and  war,  for  temperate  and  tropical 
climates,  unless  you  can  increase  the 
cost  of  the  underclothing,  and  therefore 
I  am  afraid  that  some  disappointment 
will  be  caused  as  to  the  economy  to  be 
effected  by  a  most  workmanlike  and  busi- 
nesslike proposal.  Let  us,  I  would  say, 
preserve  the  traditional  dress  of  the 
soldier  for  Sunday.  That  would  not 
cost  money,  and  traditional  sentiment 
counts  for  ver}-  much,  and  rightly  so. 
But  to  tell  me  that  the  garb  in  which 
the  British  soldier  is  now  winning  such 

jlory  and   the  respect   of   all   races 

Irish  laughter] — Hon.  Meml>ers  laugh, 
ut  I  said  the  British  soldier,  and  in 
that  expression  I,  of  course,  include 
the  Irish  soldier.  Is  it  not  glorious  to 
face  death  as  they  have  faced  it,  and  what 
is  victory  beside  such  noble  sacrifices  and 
such  undaunted  courage?  That  is  the 
soldier's  part.  Let  blame  or  failure  be 
placed  here,  not  on  him.  The  dress  in 
which  he  has  fought  will  be  a  dress  that 
will  soon  become  romantic,  and  will  be 
invested  with  more  sentiment  and  with 
more  tradition  than  those  which  are,  after 
all,  but  the  memories  of  the  dress  in 
which  his  forefathers  fought. 

Mr.  COUKTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield):  Would  the  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea  as  to  non-com- 
missioned officers  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  That  subject  is 
lteing  considered,  and  is  being  acted  on, 
as  I  think  I  informed  the  House  some 
days  ago.  Special  instructions  have  been 
telegraphed  to  Lord  Roberts  to  discover, 
wherever  he  can,  in  the  non-commis- 
sioned ranks  of  the  large  forces  under  his 
command  those  men  who  might  make 
useful  officers.  But  it  is  not  such  an 
easy  matter  as    the    hon.  Member    for' 


!  Battersea  thinks.  The  bulk  of  non-com- 
j  missioned  officers  and  privates  wish  to  be 
1  quartermasters,  and  do  not  wish  to  take 
|  the  heavier  responsibility  of  commanding 
■  troops  in  the  field.  But  where  they  are 
i  suited  for  those  duties  very  few  impedi- 
l  ments,  if  any,  are  placed  in  their  path. 

If  the  Committee  have  followed  these 
1  rather  discursive  remarks,  if  they  are 
!  now  satisfied,  I  will  not  say  with  the 
i  scheme,  but  with  the  principle  which 
1  underlies  the  scheme — namely,  that  it  is 
;  an  enabling,  not  a  mandatory,  scheme,  I 
.  hope  that  we  may  now  be  allowed  to  take 
|  the  Vote.  We  do  think  that  the  occasion 
i  demands  an  effort  on  the  part  of  all  in 
i  this  country.  We  have  put  compulsion 
i  on  one  side,  not,  as  an  hon.  Member  said, 
i  because  the  people  will  not  stand  it,  but 
1  because    we,  the  Government,  will    not 

have  it,  and  least  of  all  a  modified  com- 
;  pulsion.  Modified  compulsion  has  always 
!  led,  and  must  always  lead,  to  immode- 
i  rate  abuse.     It  is  one  thing  to  say  to  every 

young  man  of  twenty  it  is  your  duty  to 
i  serve  your  country  and  you  shall  do  it,  and 

another  thing  to  have  a  kind  of  lottery 

•  in  which  one  out  of  thirty  or  one  out  of 
fifty  would  be  adventitiously  committed 

!  to  a  career  which  he  does  not  wish  to 

follow,  and  which,  perhaps,  involves  him 

|  making  far  greater  sacrifices  than  would 

•  have  been  made  by  any  one  of  the  other 
1  forty-nine.  In  one  form  or  another  that 
\  must   lead,  as  it  has  always  led,  to  the 

payment   of   enormous  sums  for  substi- 
;  tutes,  and  if  once  you  get  that,  as  you 
!  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  when 
!  the  use  of  the  ballot  was  abandoned  in 
consequence,  you  have  corruption  at  the 
!  very  basis  of  your  military  system.     We 
[  do  away  with  that  if  the  Committee  gives 
I  us  that  for  which  we  ask.     If  we  have 
!  three  army  corps  why  do  you  need  to  fill 
I  up    the   Militia  beyond  these  establish- 
,  ments  ?     If    you    cannot    fill    up    these 
I  establishments  it  is  because  the  Govern- 
ment does   not    offer    sufficient  induce- 
ments.    How  does  it  advance  your  object 
to    force    men    into  the   Militia?     The 
scheme  has  been  openly  put  forward  by 
many  speakers,  not  as  one  to  build  up 
the  Militia,   but  in  order  to  drive  men 
into  the  Volunteers  so  as  to  avoid  their 
going   into   the    Militia.     I   think   it    is 
more  English,  and  more  likely  to  fit  in 
with  the  views  of  our  countrymen,  if  we 
go  to  them  frankly  and  say,  "  We  want  sc 
many  soldiers,  we  want  so  many  Militiamen, 
and  we  want  as  many  Volunteers  as  we  can 
get,  and  we  are  prepared  to  pay  you  for 
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it  if  you  give  evidence  that  you  are 
determined  and  ready  to  make  sacrifices 
corresponding  to  the  inducements  we 
offer."  I  believe  our  scheme  for 
strengthening  the  military  forces  of 
the  country  will  improve  on  acquaint- 
ance. I  purposely  put  it  forward  with- 
out blandishment  or  praise  because  I 
think  it  will  stand  on  its  merits,  and  I  on 
my  part  will  always  decline  to  float  any 
scheme  by  issuing  a  highly-coloured  pro- 
spectus. 

♦Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
intend  to  support  the  motion  now  before 
the  Committee,  not  because  I  have  any 
love  for  the  administration  of  the  War 
Office,  for  I  think  that  is  very  bad  in- 
deed, but  because  I  consider  that  at  the 
present  crisis  in  our  country  we  should 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  be  pre- 
pared to  find  as  many  men  and  as  much 
money  as  may  be  required  in  order  to 
bring  this  war  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. At  the  same  time  I  feel  that  I 
must  protest  against  the  way  this  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  has  been  introduced. 
I  object  to  this  process  of  mixing  Sup- 
plementary Estimates  with  ordinary 
Army  Estimates,  and  I  fail  to  see  why 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  have 
waited  another  six  weeks,  when  the 
ordinary  Army  Estimates  would  come 
on.  I  am  aware  that  as  we  extend 
our  Empire  we  must  have  a  larger  force. 
It  is  no  use  closing  our  eyes  to  that  fact. 
Nevertheless,  all  these  extra  men  should 
be  provided  for  in  the  Army  Estimates 
and  not  in  the  Supplementary  Estimates. 
I  want  to  know  where  you  are  to  find 
these  men  ?  In  a  time  like  this  there 
may  be  no  difficulty,  but  in  time  of  peace 
then  the  difficulty  will  arise.  The  War 
Office  knows  what  difficulties  have 
arisen  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years  in  regard  to  recruiting.  The 
Highlands  of  Scotland  have  become  de- 
populated, and  when  you  want  recruits 
from  that  part  of  the  country  you  will  be 
unable  to  find  them.  What  you  ought  to 
do  is  to  arrange  to  put  the  people  back  on 
the  land  in  order  that  we  may  have  men 
to  fill  the  ranks  in  the  future.  There  is  one 
matter  to  which  I  wish  specially  to  call 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  attention.  In  my 
own  county  I  believe  the  Militia  have  to 
travel  200  miles  before  they  can  get  to 
the  depfit.  You  should  have  barracks  in 
Ross-shire,  and  then  you  would  get  men  to 
join  more  freely.  Some  of  the  officers  of  the 
Neaforth  Highlanders  have  their  quarters 
Mr.  Wymham. 


\  in  Dingwall,  whilst  the  men  have  to  go 

:  ail  the  way  to  Fort  George.  The  hon. 
Gentleman    thinks   it    will    be   easy  for 

1  employers  of  labour   to  allow  Volunteers 

i  to  go  for  a  month's  drill.  He  must  not 
forget,  however,  that  employers  have  to 
bear  the  expenses  of  management  of  their 

'  business  during  the  absence  of  their 
employes,  and  the  ordinary  employer 
cannot    afford    to    grant    a    lengthened 

!  leave  of  absence  to  his  employes.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  it  is  not 
compulsory,  but  many  Volunteers 
are   business  men,  and  cannot   afford  to 

1  go  away  for  a  long  time.  I  do  not 
believe   the    Militia   will    be  able  to  go 

i  under  canvas  for  the  period  arranged.  1 
am  sure  you  will   have   to  arrange  the 

I  time  of  the  year  to  suit  the  men, 
and  not  merely  to  suit  the  officers. 
In  Scotland,  if  you  take  the  men 
during  the  fishing  season,  ho«r  are  they 

,  to    earn    their    living      the    other    nine 

,  months  in  the  year  ?  You  will  also  have 
to    take   care    that    you    provide    your 

I  Militia  and   Volunteers  with   rifles  that 

i  a~e  properly  sighted.  It  is  very  dis- 
creditable that   we  should  send  out  men 

i  to  South  Africa  with  rifles  with  inaccurate 
sights,  simply   to  be   shot  down  by  the 

,  Boers.  You  should  also  provide  your 
Militia  and  Volunteers  with  machine  guns, 

i  and  not  old  muzzle-loaders.  The  men 
ought  to  be  drilled  with  the  best  weapons 
obtainable.     I  call  the  hon.  Gentleman's 

'  attention  to  these  matters,  and  I  hope 
he  will  give  them  his  careful  considera- 
tion.    I    heartily   support    this   motion, 

1  because  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  do  all 
we  can  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Government  at  this  crisis. 

;    •Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  wish  to 
i  say  a  few  words  on  the  Vote  before  the 
House,  because  I  feel  it  my  bounden  duty 
as  an  Irish   representative  to   protest  in 
the  strongest  possible  manner  against  any 
;  increase  in  Her  Majesty's  forces  in  order 
i  to  prosecute  what  I  consider  is  an  unjust 
'  and  imfair   war,  by  which  you   are   en- 
,  deavouring  to  take  away  the  1il)erties  of 
two  Republics.    I  can  only  say  in  connec- 
tion with  the  position  the  Under  Seere- 
.  tary  of   State  for   War  occupies  that  I 
regret  tliat   such  a  noble  descendant  of 
such  a  noble  Irishman  as  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald  should  be  occupying  a  position 
which  is  certainly  not  in  harmonj*  with  the 
ideas  and  aspirations  of  his  ancestors.  We 
have  heard  in  the  debate  that  is  going  on 
many  speeches,  some  for  and  some  against 
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the  war.  We  have  heard  speeches  made 
sigainst  the  war  by  some  gentlemen  who 
feel  it  their  duty  to  vote  for  the  war. 
We  hold  that  our  position  is  consistent 
liecause  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
this  war  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  protest 
against  it,  because  we  believe  it  is  unjust. 
Apart  from  any  feelings  we  hold  as  Irish- 
men, I  say  that  on  the  utterances  of  your 
public  men — of  the  Leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  House  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  on  the  opinion  of  the  , 
Leader  of  the  Govern  men t  in  the  other 
House,  any  Irishman  is  perfectly  entitled 
on  those  opinions  expressed  to  come  to 
the  conclusion,  and  form  their  opinions 
that  this  war  is  unjust  and  a  cruel 
one.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  this 
question  at  length,  but  perhaps  I  may  be 
permitted  to  state  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  once  expressed  his  opinion  that 
this  war  would  be  as  cruel  as  it  was 
immoral ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expressed  that  view  on  the  question  of 
the  franchise,  I  believe.  At  that  time 
the  franchise  was  fourteen  years.  When 
Mr.  Kruger  made  his  proposal 

*Thk  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order ! 
The  policy  which  led  to  the  war  cannot 
be  discussed  now. 

♦Mr.  FLAVIN:  I  prefaced  my  re- 
marks by  saying  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  discuss  that  point.  [Ministerial 
laughter. J  I  repeat,  Mr.  Lowther,  that  I 
did  not  intend  to  discuss  that  point  at 
any  length,  but  I  wanted  to  say  in  the 
presence  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that 
what  he  said  in  1896  was  either  false 
<>r  true.  If  that  declaration  in  1896,  that 
such  a  war  would  be  unjust  and  immoral, 
in  true,  how  much  more  unjust  and 
immoral  is  the  war  now,  when  the  fran- 
chise was  reduced  to  five  years  ? 
For  that  reason  I  say  that  the  sooner  this 
war  is  ended  the  sooner  peace  will  prevail. 
The  continuance  of  the  war,  in  my 
opinion,  means  a  continuance  of  war  and 
strife  in  this  country  and  elsewhere. 
A  continuation  of  the  war  in  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State 
will  not  alone  mean  a  contmuat;on  of  the 
war  there.  It  may  mean  larger  and  more 
important  complications  for  this  Empire. 
Therefore,  I  hold  that  I  am  perfectly 
justified  in  saying  that  the  sooner  this 
war  ends  the  sooner  peace  will  prevail. 
We  have  had  a  statement  made  here 
about  foreign  alliances,  and  about  the 
friendly  expression  of  opinion  by 
foreign  Powers.  If  these  statements  are 
true,  why  have  you  an  appeal  here  to 


night  for  another  115,000  men  ?  Is  it  to 
subdue  a  population  of  150,000  men,, 
women  and  children,  or  is  it  as  a  menace 
to  foreign  Powers,  whose  alliance  and 
friendship  you  profess  to  have  ?  The 
longer  you  pursue  this  war  the  greater 
the  danger  to  your  P]mpirc.  The  longer 
you  pursue  it  the  greater  quantity  of  blood 
will  you  sacrifice  on  foreign  soil.  I  ask 
what  proportion  of  this  115,000  men 
must  Ireland  contribute.  I  am  as  convinced 
as  I  am  standing  in  this  House 
[Laughter]- -I  can  assure  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that  their  laughing  and  jeering 
won't  stop  me — I  am  as  sure  as  I  am 
speaking  here  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  men  who  are  fighting  in  South  Africa 
are  not  fighting  for  liberty  but  for  slavery. 
They  are  not  fighting  of  their  own  free 
will,  as  they  fought  on  the  hillsides  of 
Ireland  for  liberty,  but  they  are  fighting 
to  take  away  that  liberty  which  you  vour- 
selves  gave,  and  which  you  acknowledge 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free- 
State  are  entitled  to.  It  is  a  mere 
subterfuge  to  state  you  are  fighting 
for  freedom  and  equal  rights.  In 
our  judgment  the  war  should  cease,  and 
many  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side 
know  that  this  is  not  a  war  for  the 
franchise  but  a  war  for  gold.  We  have 
heard  the  very  able  Under  Secretary  for 
War,  in  his  reply,  speak  of  the  glory  of 
British  and  Irish  soldiers  facing  death  in 
such  a  cause.  I  fail  to  see  what  glory 
can  come  on  an  Irishman's  shoulders  in 
carrying  the  Union  Jack  on  to  victory, 
and  when  he  comes  back  minus  an  arm  or 
a  leg,  or  wounded  in  the  body,  he  will  be 
treated  the  same  as  the  Crimean  veterans 
have  been  treated.  I  have  made  here 
appeal  after  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  men 
who  carried  you  on  to  victory  in  the 
Crimea,  and  what  is  your  answer  ?  Why, 
you  gave  those  veterans  an  Irish  work- 
house and  a  pauper's  grave.  A  man  who 
fought  at  Alma,  Inkerman,  and  Sebastopol 
you  gave  8d.  a  day,  and  why  won't  you 
increase  his  pension  ?  You  say  it  is  because 
the  law  is  not  retrospective ;  neither  will  it 
be  retrospective  when  the  men  come  back 
from  the  Transvaal.  As  long  as  the  Irish 
can  carry  you  on  to  victory  and  possess 
youth  and  health  they  are  valuable  to 
you,  but  the  moment  they  become  unfit 
for  service  you  throw  them  on  the 
resources  of  a  helpless  wife  and  family, 
and  you  shift  them  about  as  you  have 
shifted  the  wife  of  an  Irish  soldier  who  is 
an  Englishwoman.  [Laughter.]  Yes,  it 
is  quite  correct,  and  I  will  prove  the 
case.     Within  the  last  twelve  months  you 
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took  a  poor  Englishwoman,  whose  husband 
died  in  your  Army,  and  sent  her  into  my 
constituency  to  be  kept  out  of  the  rates 
.at  our  expense. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place, 


and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided — Ayes,  236  ; 
Noes,  39.     (Division  List  No.  15.) 


A  eland -Hood,  (.'apt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
A  re  hd  ale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asquith,Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atkinson.  1U.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bainf,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  KtHn.A.  J.(Maneh'r) 
Banlmry,  Frederick  George 
Uartlev,  George  C.  T. 
Beaeh,'Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Beaumont,  Wrentworth,  C.  B. 
lieckctt,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Beth  ell,  Commander 
IBhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Maki*t  on  -Houston,  John 
Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowie*,  CautH.F. (Middlesex 
Bowlt*s,T.Gibson(King'sLynn)  , 
Brasscy,  Albert 
Broadl\ur«t,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn       I 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
-raid well,  tlfames 
Carlile,  Willia»i  Walter 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  B.  F.  (X.  Lanes.) 
•CavendishV.  C.  W.  ( Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.)      , 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  I 
Chainberlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm) 
♦Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(Wore'r  i 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.   Henry 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.SirJohnCharlesReady 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radclitte(  Hercfd) 
Corlrctt  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
Cro*s,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  SUfherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles  ; 

Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Rol>ert  Edmond 
Dilke.  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dorin^ton,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duucombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 


t  AYES. 

Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edwaid 
Fergusson,  RtHn  SirJ.(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (East bourne) 
Finch,  <  Jeorge  H.  j 

Finlay,  Sir  Rol>ert  Bannatyne 
Firhank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Fredk.  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suftblk)  I 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,' J.  Llovd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.k.(CityofLoii. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell*    ' 
i Joddard.  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-(  ieneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Grctton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Konald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hamilton, RtHn.  Lord  George 
Hanhury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Haslett,  Sir  .lames  Horner 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,SirEdward  Stock( Bristol) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhou^e,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier.Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kcarley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney.  Col.   William 
Keswick,  William 
Kiml>er.  Henry 
Kit  son,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone.  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  John^irant  (Yorks) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (  *rcrington 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henrv  Currie 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Lodei,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.W.  iKvesham  . 
Lome,  Marquess  of  ] 

Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkinan  I 


Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cuinining 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure.  Sir  John  William 
M4 Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  E.  Wm.  J. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-  M  ain  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,Kt.Hn.SirHerbertE. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hnts. 
Moon,  Edward  Rotort  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  (George  Herbert 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Muntz.  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murrav,  Charles  J.  (Coventrv) 
Murray,  Col.  Wvnd.  (Bath) 
Nicol,  "Donald  N^nian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
<  >lrovd,  Mark 

O'Neill.  Hon.  Rolwrt  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  E!>eiiezer 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike(  Darlington) 
Pease,  .foseph  A.  (Nortliumb.) 
Penn,  John 

PhilliK)tts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes  Newton 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(Lan.S.W. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.' Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul.  James  Alexander 
Richanlson    SirT.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  .1.  Compton 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Kobson,  William  Snowdon 
Round,  .lames 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,(  Jen.  F.S.fCheUenh'ni) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Jx>uis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AImjI  H.  ( Chris tchurcli) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,*  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlcy 
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Sturt.  Hon.  Humphry  Napier  I 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUniv  ] 
Ten  mint,  Harold  John  ' 

Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.)  j 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr)  , 
Thorhurn,  Sir  Walter  ' 

Thornton,  Percy  M.  | 

Tollemaehe,  Henry  James 
Totnlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray      j 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philii*        i 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bnrnsleyl 


Estimate*. 
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Abraham,  WiHiam{(  *ork,X.  E. 

A*bton,  Thomas  Gair 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Make.  Edward 

Bninner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bums,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

f'roui,  Eugene 

ru,Tun,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Doogan.  P.  C. 

Engledew,  Charles  John 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 

Panvll,  James  P.  (Cavan,W. ) 

Flivin,  Michael  Joseph 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  a 
further  number  of  land  forces,  not  exceed- 
ing 120,000,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for 
the  Service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great   Britain  and  Ireland  at   homo  and 


Warner, Thomas  CourtenayT.  I 
Wason,  Eugene 
Welister,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wei  by,  Lieut. -Col.  A   C.  E.     | 
Wharton, Rt.  Hon.  .John  Lloyd  i 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whit  taker,  Thomas  Palmer     ; 
Williams,  Colonel  It.  (Dorset)  j 
Williams,  Joseph  Po\vell-(Bir.  ! 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry*  (Hull)  ; 
Wilson, Frederick  W.  ("Norfolk  ! 

NOES. 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Havden,  John  Patrick 
Kifhride.  Denis 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cum' land 
MacI)onnell,Dr.  M.  A.(Q,n,s  ( \ 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  .1.  Francis 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley.  William 
Parnell,"  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  .Joseph 


Wilson-T(Kld,Wm.  H.  (Yorks. 
Wodehou»e,RtHonE.  R.(Bath 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.  (Huds'fd) 
Wortley,Rt . Hon. ( \  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyiidhaui,  George 
Wyvil,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tklleks  fok  the  Ayes  :— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


Price,  RoWt  John 
Redmond,  J.  E.  ( Waterford) 
Redmond.  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westiueath) 
Sullivan,  T.  I).  (Donegal,  \V.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Reams 
Tnlly,  Jasper 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
Wilson,  H.J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
WootU.  Samuel 
Tellers  fok  the  Noes— Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde  and  Cap- 
tain Donelan. 

abroad,  during  the  vear  ending   on   the 
31st  day  of  March,  1900." 

The  Committee  divided:— Ayes,   239; 
Noes,  34.     (Division  List  No.  i(5.) 


AcUnd-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
AJlhusen.  Augustus  Hy.  Eden  ' 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forater,  Hugo  O. 
Arrol.  Sir  William 
.Vditon,  Thomas  ( fair 
Ah  mith,  Kt.  Hn.  Herl>ert.  H. 
Alkinaon,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ansiin.  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  Jaiue*  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
llHtaarrea.  Lord 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Rartlev,  George  C.  T. 
B«ich,RU  Hn.SirNLH. (Bristol) 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  B. 
Beckett.  Ernest  William 
Beniro*e,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Hetliell,  Commander 
BhownagKree.  Sir  M.  M. 
Rill.  Charles 
Bilbon,  Alfred 
Hlaki*UMi-Hou«tOR,  John 
Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowie*.  Cant.  H.  F.(Middelsx 
Bowle«,T.Gibeon  (Kings  Lynn 
Brrti**ey,  Albert 
BroalhursL,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Ryhurn 
BnU-her,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
CabUell,  "Janie* 
(a  Me.  William  Walter 
Cau-toM,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  B.  F.  (N.  Lanca.) 


AYES. 
Cavendish, V  C.W  (Derbyshre 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaiuherlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(  Birm. ) 
Chamlierlain,  J.  Au-«teii(  Worc'r 
Chanliu,  Rt.   Hon.  Henry 
Cognill,  Douglas  Harry  ' 
Codings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.SirJohnC  'harle*  Ready 
<  take/'.  W.  Radclifte(  Heref  it) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glas.) 
Cotton -Jodrell.Col.  Edw.T.  I). 
Cross,  Alexainder  (Glasgow) 
Cross.Herb.Shepherd(  Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dairy  in  pie,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Roliert  Edmond 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akcrs- 
Donglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncoml>e,  Hon.  Huliert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralnli  Douglas 
Farquharaon,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fenjiisson,RtHnSirJ.(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastl>ounie) 
Finch,  George  H- 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Baunatyne 
Firhank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
-  Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaorice,  Lord  Edmund 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 


Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  \Valter( Derby  Co.) 
Gallowav.  William  .Johnson 
Garfit,  William      # 
Gedge,  Sydney 
( ribbons  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.ri.(Cityof  Lou. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
( iodson,SirAugustusFrederick 
< Joldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon.  Hon.  John  Edward 
<  lorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
G  ret  ton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Elward  (Berwick) 
Hal  dune,  Rictiard  Burdon 
Hamilton.  Rt.  Hon.   Lord  G. 
Han  bury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Win. 
Haiwon,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hoii.CharlesKfahv 
Hawll,  Walter 
Hearon,  'lohn  Henuiker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,SirEdN\ :mlStock  iBrUlidi 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hornimau,  Frederick  John 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon  J.  H.  Cecil 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
.Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon.  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
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Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
KitHon,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F  (Accrington) 
Lei^h-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham)     : 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William  ; 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming  , 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M4 Arthur, William  (Cornwall ) 
M'Crae,  George  ' 

M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  J. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Ma8»ey-Mainwaring,Hn.W.F. 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E.    ' 
Middleniore,  John  T. 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu, Hon. J. Scot t( Hants.)  ' 
Moon,  Edwanl  Robert  Pacy     i 
More,  Rol  »t.  Jasper(Shrop»hire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert  | 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Muntz,  Philip  A.  : 

Murray,RtHnAGraham(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry)  ; 
Murray, Col.  Wvndham  (Bath)  i 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 


Abraham,  Win.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Burns,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Engledew,  Charles  John 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,W.) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

It  being  after  midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow  ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.    T.    P.    O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 

Scotland) :  I  desire  to  make  an  appeal  to 

the  Government  not  to  put  down  on  the 

Orders  any  Bills  of  which  there  is  no 

?rospect  or  chance  of  them  coming  on. 
'here  is  the  Companies  Bill,  in  which 
many  Members  are  interested.  I  think 
it  is  very  hard  to  keep  us  here  until  after 
midnight  when  there  is  no  chance  of  that 

Adjourned 


{COMMONS} 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William    ■ 
Oldrovd,  Mark  i 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Kohert  Torrens  I 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Eoenezer 
Pease,  Her  1  >ertPike(  Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumh.)  ; 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Rol>ert 
Pilkmgton,  K.  ( Lanes,  Newton 
Pilkington.Sirt  1.  A.  (Lancs,S  W 
Piatt  -Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,Kt  HnHoraceCurzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pre ty man,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand  Andrew  Dry  burg]  i       j 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward  i 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne    ' 
Ren  tout,  Jame-*  Alexander 
R  iehardson ,  SirThos.  ( Hartlep  1  • 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.  ChasThomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Round,  James 
Royds.  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley    ! 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  ( Hawick  B. ) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew  j 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh.  ; 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Al>el  H.  (Christchurch 
Smith,  .James  Parker(  Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 

NOES. 
Fox,  Dr.  .Joseph  Francis 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson,  SirW.  (Cumb'land)     l 
MaeDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Q'n'sC) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  ; 
M'Ghee.  Richard  ! 

Mandeville,  J.   Francis  ' 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)     j 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Paruell/John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
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Strachey,  Edward 
StrauK,  Arthur 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.   Humphry  Napier 
Talljot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUni. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan E. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Mertnyr) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemaclie.  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Win.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wamer,Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  En^ene 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wil  liams,  Jos'phPowell  -( Binn. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrv  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 
WiLson-Todd,Wm.H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Ut.Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Woodhouse,SirJ  T(Huddersf  d 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndham,  (ieorge 
Wyvil,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yer burgh,  Rol>ert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Redmond,Jolm  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  "William  (Clare) 
Roterts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  K earns 
Tullv,  Jasper 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.> 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


Bill  coming  on,  and  it  might  be  possible 
to  put  this  Bill  down  when  there  s  some 
likelihood  of  it  being  reached. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  anxious 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
but,  as  he  is  aware,  it  is  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  make  correct  prophecies  as  to  Par- 
liamentary weather.  I  will  do  my  best 
to  meet  the  hon.  Gentleman's  desire. 

RIFLE  RANGES  CLOSED  IN  EASTERN 
DISTRICT. 
Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Ad- 
dress 15th  February ;  Mr.  PowdUWilliamsh 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed, 
[No.  59.] 
at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock* 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  16th  February,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
loose  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
lad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with — 

Army  and    Navy    Investment    Trust 

[H.L.]. 
Weetgate     and      Birchington     Water 

[H.L.]. 

Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  [h.l.]. 

Qeethorpes  Gas  [h.l.]. 

Commercial    Union    Assurance    Com- 
pany [H.L.]. 

Exmouth  and  District  Water  [h.l.]. 
.     Fishguard  Water  and  Gas  [h.l.]. 
;     Governments  Stock  and  Other  Secu- 
?       ritiea  Investment  Company  [h.l.]. 
!     Kingston-upon-Thames  Gas  [h.l.]. 
l     London,    Brighton,  and    South  Coast 
I        Railway  [h.l.]. 

London  Sea  Water  Supply  [h.l.]. 

Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  [h.l.]. 
i     New  Russia  Company  [h.l.]. 

Bhymney  Iron  Company  [h.l.]. 

Universal  Life  Assurance  Society  [h.l.]. 

1     The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
;  Table. 

MARYPORT  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

NATIONAL    MARKETS   AND   STORES 
AND  WORKSHOPS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Presented,  and  read  1*. 
CORK  ELECTRIC  TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [H.L.] 

Presented ;  read  1* ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 

EXMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL.  [R.L.]. 

To  be  read  2*  on  Tuesday  next. 
VOL.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


BIRMINGHAM    (KING    EDWARD    THE 
SIXTH)  SCHOOLS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

To  be  read  2«  on  Tuesday  the  27th 
instant. 

ASTON  MANOR  TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  (STOCK) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

BURNLEY    CORPORATION    BILL 

[h.l.]. 

BURY    AND    DISTRICT    WATER 
(TRANSFER)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

CHURCH'S  PATENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 

DUNDEE  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

EAST   SHROPSHIRE    WATER   BILL 

[h.l.]. 

EAST  STIRLINGSHIRE   WATER  BILL 

[h.l.]. 

EDINBURGH    CORPORATION    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

EDINBURGH   DISTRICT  LUNACY 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL, 

[H.L.] 

FALKIRK  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

HEMEL    HEMPSTEAD    CORPORATION 
(WATER)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

HIGHAM  FERRARS  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

IPSWICH    CORPORATION    TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES     CORPORA- 
TION    BILL  [h.l.]. 

LANCASHIRE   INEBRIATES    ACTS 
BOARD  BILL  [h.l.]. 

LINCOLN  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

MANCHESTER    CORPORATION    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [h.l.]. 

MARGATE  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

MENSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFER)  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

MERSEY    DOCKS   AND    HARBOUR 
BOARD  BILL  [h.l.]. 

MORLEY  CORPORATION   BILL  [h.l.]. 

MOTHERWELL  AND  BELLSHILL  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [h.l.]. 

MOTHERWELL  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 
MOUNTAIN  ASH  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 
NEWPORT  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  2* 
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Treasury  Minute,  dated  10th  February 


NEWTOWN    AND    LLANLLWCHAIARN  I  SUPREME    COURT    OF     JUDICATURE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL  [H.L.].  (IRELAND)    ACT,     1877    (COMPENSA- 

TION  ALLOWANCES). 
OTLEY    URBAN      DISTRICT    COUNCIL  I 

WATER  BILL  [ill.].  I  1900>    awarding    ^  Mr.    Mark    Perrin, 

PAIGNTON  URBAN   DISTRICT  WATER    Registrar     of     Judgments     in     Ireland, 

BILL  [h.l.].  '  whose  office  has  been  consolidated  with 

PHESTON  COKPORAT.ON  HILL  tH.U,    j  £  ^&ZJte«™&?£ 

RAMSGATE  CORPORATION   IMPROVE-  !  pensation  allowance  under  the  Act. 
MENTS  BILL  [ill.].  j 

kiithvrhav  POUPORATFON   RUT         CERTIFIED      INEBRIATE      REFORMA- 
ROTHERHAM  CORPORATION    BILL  T0RIES  (REGULATIONS  FOR 

LHLJ'  MANAGEMENT). 

ROTHERHITHE    AND    RATCLIFF       \      Regulations  made  with  the  approval  of 
TUNNEL  BILL  [h.l.].  '  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Dv 

SALFORD   CORPORATION    BILL   [h.l.].  |  partment  for  the  management  and  disci- 

I  pline  of  the  St.  Joseph  s  Certified  In- 
SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.].  .  ebriate  Reformatory  at  Ashford,  in  the 
SOUTHAMPTON  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.].    county  of  Middlesex. 


SOUTH    ESSEX 


WATER   BOARD  BILL        Laid   before   the   House  (pursuant  to 
[h.l.]-  i  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

WITHINGTON   URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [ill.]. 

Read  2". 

LEITH   BURGH  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Acu, 
1892,  to  increase  the  number  of  magis- 
trates in  the  burgh  of  Leith  —  was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour  ;  read  la ; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners.     (No.  12.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 


!  SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  FROM 
THE  FRONT. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  seeing  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  his  place, 

j  I  should  like  to  ask  him  whether  the 
Government  have  received  any  news  as 
to  whether  the  Boers  are  still  at  Magers- 
fontein  ;  and  also  whether  they  have  any 
news  as  to  the  position  of  our  forces  at 

|  Rensburg. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
j  WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdownb)  : 
i  My  Lords,  we  have  received  no  newt, 
I  except  the  telegram  which  was  published 
j  this  morning  announcing  General  French's 
arrival  at  Kimberley. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT,  1898. 
Statutes  made  for  the  University  of 
London  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
under  the  Act;  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  11.) 


RAILWAY   PASSENGER    COMMUNICA- 
TION. 

Circular  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
the  railway  companies  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  correspondence  relating 
thereto;  presented  (by  command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


THE  PATRIOTIC  FUND- APPLICATION 
IN  THE  PRESENT  WAR. 

j    *The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  My 

I  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  Earl  Nelson,  chair* 

I  man  of  the    executive  committee  of  the 

i  Patriotic  Fund,  whether  he  can  state  to 

the   House  if  there  are  any  sums  now 

;  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  old  funds 

which  can  be  applied  to  the  war  in  South 

Africa ;    and  what   arrangements     have 

j  been  made  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 

relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 

i  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  of  the  Yeomanry 

and  home  and  colonial  Volunteers,  who 

may  lose  their  lives  in  South  Africa.    I 
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iwe     some    apology     to     your     Lord- ; 
hips     for    putting    a     question     to    a  J 
trivate     Member,     but     I     hope     the  \ 
act    that    my   question  is    put   at  the 
txpress    request    of    Earl    Nelson    will , 
le  a  sufficient  excuse  for  asking  it.     I 
wlieve  that  Earl  Nelson  desires  to  give 
ome  explanation  in    respect   to   certain 
ittacks  which  have  appeared  in  the  news- 
tapers  and  elsewhere  with  regard  to  the  ; 
irocedure  of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund. 
.  will  make  no  observation  with  regard  to 
ay  first  question,   because  I  feel  quite 
ncapable  of  going  into  the  history  of  the 
una;  but,  with  regard  to  the     second 
mestion,  I   should  like  to  make  a  few 
emarks.     In  common  with  most  of  your 
^ordships,  I  noticed  an  attack  made  on 
he  Koyal  Commissioner  in  the  columns 
A  the  Morning  Post  in  connection  with 
he    case  of    a    lady  who    had  applied 
;o  them.      Being    a    subscril)er   to   the 
and,     I     asked     the   secretary     to    be 
kind  enough  to  inform  me  whether  the 
statements    which   were  made    in     the 
newspaper  to  which  I  have  alluded  were 
correct  or  otherwise,  and  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Chelmsford,  who  had  been  assisting 
in  the  secretarial  work  of  the  Commission, 
gave  me  a  full  account  of  the  case  in 
question.     It  aDpeared  that  the  executive 
committee    were    not    aware    that    the 
lady   was    the   widow  of    one     of     our 
gallant    colonial  Volunteers  who,  unfor- 
tunately, lost  his  life  in  the  course  of  the 
war  in  South  Africa.     If  they  had  been 
aware  of  that  fact  the  circular  which  was 
complained  of  in  the  Morning  Post  would 
not  have  been  sent  to  her.     It  seemed 
to    me     that     that     was     a    sufficient 
explanation     of     that     particular    case. 
As  to  the  form  issued  to  applicants  by 
the    executive  committee,  in  the  case  of 
widows  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who  lose 
their  lives  in  South  Africa  I  venture  to 
think    that    it     is    desirable     that    the 
executive     committee     should    consider 
whether  some     modifications  cannot  be 
made    in    it.       The  form    to  which   I 
take   exception  is  a  form   upon  yellow 
paper    which     the  widow    has  to  take 
to     the    local     post    office,    where    she 
receives   a  certificate  that  she  is  alive. 
Some     such     certificate    is,    of     course, 
absolutely   necessary    for    the    distribu- 
tion  of     the    fund  and  cannot    >>e  ob- 
jected      to,      but      attached      to      the 
bottom    of    the  same  form  is  a  request 
for  all  sorts  of  information  respecting  the 
•condition  and  so  on  of  the  widow.      It 


has  been  explained  to  me  that  it  was  not 
intended  that  this  form  should  be 
filled  up  at  the  post  office,  but  I  fully 
believe  that  nine  out  of  even"  ten  persons 
looking  at  the  form  would  imagine  that 
the  whole  of  it  had  to  be  filled  up  at 
the  post  office,  and  anyone  who  knows 
anything  of  the  working  classes  of  this 
country  knows  how  they  object  to  making 
any  statement  of  their  circumstances  at 
their  own  village  post  office.  In  my  own 
neighbourhood  they  even  go  to  a  post  office 
far  away  from  their  village  in  order  to 
invest  their  savings,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
knowledge  of  their  circumstances  being 
in  the  hands  of  their  neighbours.  There- 
fore, I  think  it  is  very  desirable,  in 
order  to  prevent  misapprehension,  that 
this  form  should  be  quite  apart  and  dis- 
tinct from  that  which  has  to  be  filled  up 
at  the  post  office  in  order  to  show  the 
Commissioners  that  the  widow  who  re- 
ceives the  allowance  is  alive.  I  would 
point  out  to  your  Lordships  that  old 
forms  in  a  matter  of  this  kina  are  hardly 
applicable  at  the  present  day.  There  has 
been  a  great  improvement  of  late  years 
in  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  their 
families  are  in  a  very  different  position 
now  to  what  they  were  forty  years  ago 
when  this  fund  was  first  instituted. 
With  regard  to  the  widows  of  men  serving 
in  the  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers,  I  would 
!  suggest  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
,  Patriotic  Fund  that  they  should  be  dealt 
with,  if  possible,  through  the  county  com- 
|  mittees,  which  have  been  established  ail 
,  over  England  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
I  the  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers  who  have 

■  gone  to  the  front.  In  my  own  county 
1  the  committee  have  insured  the  lives  of 
,  the  Volunteers  and  Yeomanry,  and 
'  the  secretary  of  the  committee  will 
;  be  perfectly  able  to  obtain  for  the 
,  Patriotic  Commissioners  every  informa- 
tion respecting  the  circumstances  of  the 

1  widows  when  any  casualty  occurs  in  those 
!  two  forces.  In  connection  with  the 
;  Colonial  Volunteers,  I  apprehend  that 
i  some  arrangement  will  Ik)  made  for 
'  communicating  with  the  Agents-General  of 
!  the  different  colonies,  as  in  most  of  the 
colonies  funds  have  already  been  raised. 

■  Overlapping  would  thus  be  avoided.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  general  way  of  dealing 
with  soldiers'  aud  sailors'  widows,  I  should 
think  the  Committee  of  the  Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners  might  with  perfect  safety 

1  make  their  inquiries  through  the  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Families  Association.     In  my 
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county  there  is  a  complete  organisation,  i 
in  every  petty  sessional  division,  managed  I 
by  ladies,  and  these  ladies  can  be  rened 
upon   to  give  the  Commissioners  every  ' 
information  respecting  the  widows  of  any  I 
soldier  or  sailor  residing  in  the  county.  ; 
There  is  no  necessity,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  j 
for  continuing  the  practice  which  I  believe 
is  adopted  now  of  immediately  sending,  on 
receipt  of  the  account  of  the  deat     of  a  | 
soldier  or  sailor,  a  lump  sum  of  money  to  ! 
the   widow   without  any   inquiry   what- , 
ever.     If  that  sum  of  money  were  sent 
to  the    Soldiers'  and    Sailors'    Families 
Association  those  ladies  who  are  managing  I 
it  would  take  care  that  the  money  was  i 
not  squandered.     It  is  quite  possible  that 
when  a  widow  gets  a  considerable  sum 
given  her  in  one  lump  the  money  is  not 
economically  spent.     I  think  some  more 
elastic  plan  than  that  now  carried  out  by 
the  Executive  Committee  might  be  more 
applicable   to  present  circumstances.      I  ■ 
should    have    spoken    with    more    con- ; 
fidence    on    this    matter  if  I   had    not  | 
seen  a  letter  in  The  Time*  this  morning 
criticising  the  management  of  the  Soldiers' 
and    Sailors'     Families     Association     in 
the    Metropolis.       I     cannot    speak    to 
that,   I    can    only  speak    for    my   own 
county,  where  it  is  properly  organised, 
and     I    do    not     see     why    the    Com-  i 
missioners      should      not      deal      with ' 
the      Association      in      places      where 
the  organisation   is    good.      In    making 
these  observations  I  hope  your  Lordships  ' 
will   not  suppose  that  I  am  desirous  of 
throwing  any  blame  on  the  Patriotic  Fund  : 
Commissioners    or  the  Executive  Com- , 
mittee.     There  are  on  the  Commission  j 
and  Executive  Committee  many  friends 
of  my  own,  including  my  noble  friend  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  in  this  House, 
and  several  Naval  and  Military  officers,  j 
who  are  as  good  men  of  business  as  I 
ever    came    across,  and  I   have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  if    they  put  their 
minds  to  this  matter  they  will  be  able 
to    devise     some    scheme    that     would 
be    generally    satisfactory.      I    do  not 
look     upon    the    widows     of     soldiers 
and      sailors     who     lose     their     lives 
in  the  service  of  the  country  as  paupers, 
and  I  do  not   think  they  ought  to  be 
treated  as  such.     They  have  a  right  to 
assistance  from  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund, 
and    every    consideration    ought    to  be 
shown  to  them — not  only  to  their  circum- 
stances, but  also  to  their  feelings.     With 
these  few  remarks  I  beg  to  ask  the  ques- 
The  Earl  of  Northlrook 


tion  of  my  noble  friend  of  which  I  have- 
given  notice. 

Earl  NELSON :  My  Lords,  I  am  glad 
of  the  opportunity  given  me  by  the  ques- 
tion which  has  been  so  kindly  put  by  my 
noble  friend.  Lord  Northbrook,  of  answer- 
ing some  of  the  statements  which  have 
been  made  against  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund.      I  hope  your 
Lordships   will  bear    with   me,   because 
at    the    present    moment     I     represent 
what  I  suppose  is  one  of  the  most  heartily 
abused  bodies  which  exist  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     Many  accusers  seem  to  have 
risen  up  against  us,  all  of  whom  suggest 
certain  very  familiar  proverbs.     One  pro- 
verb is,  "Any  stick  will  do  to  beat  a  dog  "  -r 
another  is,  "  Give  a  dog  a  bad  name,  and 
you  may  as  well  hang  nim  "  ;  and  a  thin) 
is,  "If  you  throw  enough  mud,  some  of  it 
is  sure  to  stick."    In  the  remarks  I  am 
about  to  make — and  I  will  be  as  short  as* 
I  can — I  hope  to  remove  some   of  that 
mud.     I  was  not  going  to  mention  the 
lady's  name, but  one  case  —the  one  referred 
toby  the  noble  Earl — has  causedagreatdeal 
of  the  present  outburst  against  us.     The 
story  is  a  very  simple  one.     The  widow 
of  a  private  trooper  in  the  Light  Horse 
lost  her  husband  at  Ladysmith.     In  the 
first   letter  she   wrote   to   the   Commis- 
sioners, it  is  perfectly  true,  she  wrote  to 
the  Secretary  and  stated  that  she   had 
received   a  very  kind   present  from  the 
Morning  Post  of  £50,  but  she  went  on  to 
say  that  since  September  her  husband 
had  sent  her  nothing,  that  she  was  in  bad 
circumstances,  and  had  been  unable  to 
|  pay  the  cost  of  her  lodging  and  board  and 
other  necessities.      I  do  not  think  that 
;  our  Assistant  Secretary  can  be  blamed  for 
i  treating  the  case  as  that  of  a  common 
|  soldier^  widow,  and  sending  her  at  onoe 
£5  for  herself  and  £A  for  her  child,  and 
i  promising,  on  her  filling  up  a  form  which 
was  enclosed,  that  she  would  have  6s.  a 
week    during  her  widowhood.     She  re- 
1  ceived  the  money  and  sent  it  back  again, 
1  saying  the  Commissioners  had  offended 
her,  that  she  was  not  so  badly  off,  and  that 
|  she  certainly  could  not  take  money  under 
!  those  conditions.     All  I  can  say  is   that 
1  neither  the  secretary   nor  the  executive 
|  committee  bad  the  slightest  intention  of 

fiving  her  any  insult,  and  if  we  had 
nown  that  she  was  the  widow  of  one  of 
j  thecokmial  Volunteers  we  should  certainly 
i  have  taken  a  different  course,  because  we 
;  had  already  been,  thinking  that  such  cases. ' 
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;ht  come  before  lis.  We  had 
jrviewed  the  Agents  -  General  for 
;al  and  the  Cape,  and  were 
•ely  awaiting  telegrams  from 
ith  Africa  which  they  had  sent  o'V  to 
>w  what  action  we  had  better  take  in 
>ect  of  the  Volunteers  at  the  Cape. 
w9  mv  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  form, 
»  as  Lord  Northbrook  described  it.  I 
e  a  copy  of  it  here — the  yellow  form. 
course,  having  received  a  Post  Office 
ler,  the  widow  is  obliged  to  state,  before 

postmistress  that  she  is  a  widow,  and 

widow  of  the  man  whom  she  repre- 
ts  to  1>e  her  nusband,  and  then  she 
jives  the  money.  As  Lord  North- 
ok  has  told  you,  there  is  also  below  a 

of  questions  which  we  are  obliged  to 

as  to  age,  children,  and  earnings  of 
family.  Lord  Northbrook,  like 
era,  was  himself  taken  in,  and 
med  to  think,  as  well  as  some 
pie  who  have  been  writing  of  us  in 

newspapers,  that  the  Executive  Com- 
tee  demanded  that  the  widow  should 
ually  answer   these  questions  before 

post  mistress  of  the  parish.     That  is 

the  case.  Those  statements  are  to 
made  by  her  to  a  medical  man,  or  a 
lister  of  religion,  or  an  officer,  who 
I  help  the  applicant  to  make  the  state- 
nt  correctly  and  witness  her  signature. 
ere  is  as  little  publicity,  therefore,  as 
sible.  There  was  one  other  matter 
?rred  to  in  reference  to  this  form.  The 
at  consists  of  one  piece  of  paper,  and 
Is  up.  On  the  back  of  it,  for  the 
istance  of  uneducated  widows,  as  many 

them  are,  appears  the  address  of 
i  secretary  of  the  Patriotic  Fund, 
1  the  form  is  also  stamped  with 
lalfpenny  stamp.  Having  put  a  half- 
Hiy  stamp  on  the  form  we  thought  it 
sessary  to  say,  to  prevent  our  being 
irged  double  postage,  "  This  must  not 
sealed."  It  is  now  stated  that  we  give 
peremptory  order  that  all  the  state- 
snts  applicants  make  about  their  life 
Mikl  be  made  public.  Immediately  we 
ind  that  was  the  ease  the  Executive 
mmittee  had  this  direction  struck  off 

form,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we 
re  a  Subcommittee  who  are  at  present 
efully  considering  the  question.     I  do 

think,  myself,  that  we  can  very  much 
flify  the  form ;  but  the  suggestion  of 
arating  the  receipt  from  the  form  is, 
haps,  a  good  one,  and  it  might  be 
sikle  to  adopt  it  and  put  a  flap  over 

form  so  that  it  may  be  sealed  down. 


However  that  may  be,  I  can  assure  your 
Lordships  that  the  Executive  Committee 
are  as  anxious  as  anybody  to  avoid  all 
harshness  or  discourtesy,  whether  to  the 
widow  of  a  private  or  the  widow  of  a 
Volunteer.  There  was  one  statement 
made  by  my  noble  friend  which,  in  one 
sense,  I  am  prepared  to  accept,  and  in 
another  sense  I  cannot  accept.  He  said, 
"  Widows  have  a  right."  Now  in  one 
sense  I  accept  that.  If  they  require 
assistance  they  have  a  right  to  it, 
but  we  have  always  maintained  from 
the  very  first  that  the  money  which 
is  entrusted  to  us,  and  is  often  the 
outcome  of  much  self-denial  in  those 
who  give  it,  must  not  be  wrongfully  dis- 
tributed. Therefore  it  is  necessary  to 
lay  down  lines  of  procedure,  and  to  find 
out  what  private  means  an  applicant  has 
-whether  she  is  the  widow  of  an  officer 
or  a  private.  That  is  the  cause  of  a  great 
1  deal  of  friction  and  of  many  of  the  attacks 
upon  us.  In  the  Morning  7W  there  was 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman,  whom  I 
answered,  about  a  Mrs.  G.,  a  major's 
widow,  who  had  at  one  time  received  an 
allowance  from  the  Patriotic  Fund.  At 
last  she  made  a  report  that  she  had  come 
into  £100  a  year  or  more,  which  with 
her  other  means  put  her  outside  the  limit, 
which  is  £219,  of  the  Patriotic  Fund. 
She  had  more  than  that  sum,  and  there- 
fore we  were  obliged  to  discontinue  pay- 
1  ment.  We  might  alter  the  rule  and  make 
the  limit  higher,  but  the  same  thing 
obtains  in  the  case  of  the  widows  of 
soldiers.  If  from  private  sources  they 
are  receiving  a  large  sum  we  generally 
give  them  a  small  allowance  so  as  to  keep 
their  names  on  the  books,  and,  if  they 
lose  the  good  situations  they  are  in,  we 
put  them  on  again  to  the  full  allow- 
ance. That  is  the  line  upon  which  we 
have  acted.  With  regard  to  the  second 
question,  namely,  what  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  of  the  Yeomanry 
and  home  and  colonial  Volunteers  who 
may  lose  their  lives  in  South  Africa,  I 
would  point  out  that  it  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Wyndham,  at  a  meeting  called  by 
the  Lord  Mayor,  that  it  was  expected 
that  some  difficulty  would  arise  in  con- 
nection with  Volunteers  at  the  Cape, 
because  while  the  Australians  and  Cana- 
i  dians  are  serving  at  exactly  the  same 
|  rates  as  our  own  soldiers  at  the 
i  Cape,     in     Natal     they    are     receiving 
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5s.  a  day  instead  of  5s.  or  6s.  a  week. 
Therefore  it  was  obvious  there  must  be 
some  alteration,  and  it  was  proposed  that 
a  certain  sum  in  those  cases  should  be 
paid  down.  We  consulted  the  Agents 
General  of  the  two  colonies.  The  Agent 
General  of  the  Cape  was  satisfied  with 
the  proposal  we  put  before  him  of  £50 
down,  but  the  Agent  General  of  Natal 
thought  it  would  not  be  sufficient,  and 
the  reason  very  soon  became  obvious.  I 
am  happy  to  know  that  the  Cape  Govern- 
ment have  promised  pensions  to  the 
widows,  and  1  believe  the  same  thing  is 
going  to  be  done  in  Canada  ;  but  in  Natal, 
which  is  a  poorer  cplony,  and  has  suffered 
much  by  the  war,  I  suppose  that  cannot 
be  expected.  At  all  events,  as  soon  as 
we  hear  from  the  Cape  we  shall  deal  with 
any  of  these  cases  which  may  come  up  in 
the  most  generous  way  we  can,  and  in  such 
a  way  as  not  to  hurt  the  susceptibilities  of 
the  applicants.  The  same  thing  will  happen 
with  our  own  Volunteers.  A  great  many  of 
them  may  leave  well-to-do  widows,  and 
it  might  be  an  insult  to  offer  5s.  or  6s.  a 
week  in  these  cases.  Therefore  I  think 
we  should  give  them  the  option  of  a 
weekly  sum  or  a  donation  down.  We 
shall  also  be  most  pleased  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  to  consult  the  Agents  General 
of  the  Colonies  in  the  case  of  colonial 
Volunteers,  and  the  county  committees  in 
the  case  of  Volunteers  at  home.  Another 
suggestion  made  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Northbrook  was  that  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  Colonel  Gildea's  committees. 
They  are  very  valuable  committees,  but  we 
have  committees  also  at  Portsmouth  and 
Devonport,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  the  counties 
where  there  are  military  or  naval  stations. 
We  should  be  very  pleased  to  have  any 
help,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  some  of 
the  ladies  should  not  serve  on  our  com- 
mittees as  well.  I  feel  there  is  quite 
enough  work  in  connection  with  the 
widows  and  orphans,  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  sailors'  families  to  have 
three  distinct  departments.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  danger  of  overlapping, 
because  those  who  are  looking  after  the 
wives  and  families  left  at  home  would 
immediately  let  us  know  if  the  husband 
was  unhappily  killed,  and  we  should  put 
the  widow  on  our  list.  In  the  same  way, 
if  a  wounded  soldier  died  of  his 
wounds  his  widow  would  immediately 
be  put  on  our  list.  I  have  been 
asked  what  arrangements  have  been  made 
by  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  out 

Earl  XeUon. 


this  work.  There  exists  a  certain  amount 
«»f  jealousy  of  the-  Patriotic  Fund,  and  an 
idea  prevails  that  we  are  wrongly  using 
the  money.  Certain  local  subscriptions 
have  been  raised,  and  committees  in  the 
localities  want  to  have  the  management 
of  them.     I  do  not  think  there  is  any 

Necessity  to  overlap  here.  We  had  a  case 
the  other  day  from  Oldham,  and  the  local 
committee  boasted  that  they  had  got 
£7,000,  and  that  they  were  going 
to  deal  with  all  the  cases  of 
widows  and  orphans  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Oldham.  In  the  case 
of  one  widow  we  did  not  grant  anything: 
because  the  Oldham  Committee  were 
going  to  make  her  a  grant.  But  the 
Commissioners  took  care  to  place  her 
name  on  their  books,  and  indicated  that 
when  the  £7,000  was  exhausted  they 
would  give  her  a  permanent  allowance.  I 
believe  the  same  thing  has  been  done  in 
Liverpool.  We  have  been  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  Provosts  of  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow,  who  wanted  to  know  on 
what  terms  we  would  administer  funds 
raised  locally  if  they  were  handed  over  to 
us.  I  have  had  a  most  satisfactory  letter 
from  them  accepting  the  lines  of  policy  laid 
down  by  the  Commissioners.  The  co»- 
ditions  laid  down  were  that  the  money 
raised  for  the  relief  of  widows  or  orphans 
and  other  dependents  of  officers  and  men 
who  may  lose  their  lives  in  the  present 
war  will  be  applied  in  its  entirety,  on  the 
simple  basis  of  using  it  for  those  for  whom 
it  is  raised  ;  that  it  will  not  be  capitalised 
or  the  relief  limited  to  the  interest  on 
capital ;  that  all  sufferers  who  fall  under 
the  above  category,  or  persons  entitled  to 
relief,  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  irrespective  of 
the  regiment,  branch  of  the  service,  or 
nationality  to  which  the  soldier  or  sailor 
through  whom  the  claim  arises  may 
belong ;  that  the  widows  will  have  to 
produce  their  marriage  certificates,  and 
information  may  be  asked  as  to  private 
means,  and  not  only  widows  but  depen- 
dent relatives  of  those  losing  their  hvea 
in  the  war  will  be  entitled  to  relief  on 
showing  that  they  were  regularly  sup- 
ported by  the  deceased;  aiM,  lastly,  that 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Patriotic 
Fund  will  avail  themselves  of  the  assist- 

'  ance  of  local  committees  in  procuring 
information,  and,  if  thought  desirable,  in 
distributing  the    relief.       Now    I   come 

'  to  the  next  question  which  my   noble 

1  friend  asked  me — namely,  "  What  funds 


205 


The  Patriotir 


{1G  Fkmuaky  1900} 


FhwI. 


20f> 


are  available  from  the  old  fund  for  the  , 
use  of  those  suffering  in  the  Transvaal  ■ 
War  ?  "  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are  none 
except  the  funds  for  orphan  children. 
We  nave  endowed  girls'  schools.  There 
is  an  endowment  by  which  Roman 
Catholic  children  can  be  supported  in 
Roman  Catholic  schools,  and  there  are 
nominations  for  officers'  children  to  Wei- 
lington  College  and  the  like.  These  arc 
perpetual,  and  as  soon  as  vacancies  occur 
they  are  available.  Already  we  have  in 
our    Victoria    Asvlum    at    Wandsworth 


vided.  We  then  had  the  Royal  Naval 
Relief  Fund  as  our  guide.  The  sum 
involved  was  very  small,  and  we  were 
only  able  to  begin  by  giving  3s.  6d. ;  and 
our  answer  was  that  the  Army  and  Navy 
ought  to  be  treated  alike.  We  therefore 
thought  the  allowance  should  be  3s.  tid.  : 
but  I  hope  that  the  War  Office  will  now 
permit  us  to  raise  that  allowance  to  5s. , 
as  we  have  done  in  respect  of  the  Koyal 
Navy  Relief  Fund.  If  that  is  done  it  will 
absorb  a  great  deal  of  the  present  un- 
occupied £4,000  a  year  which  exists  of  that 


several  orphan  children  from  the  Trans- 1  fund.  I  now  come  to  the  great  cause  of 
vaaL  There  arc  also  other  funds  we  have  attack.  Everylnxly  is  asking,  "  What  are 
to  administer,  which  in  one  sense  arc  avail-  you  doing  with  your  great  accumulated 
able.  These  are  the  Zervudachi  Fund,  the  \  funds  ?  "  I  find  that  on  December 
Rodriguez  Fund,  the  Royal  Naval  Relief  31,  1898 — the  Report  for  this  year 
Fund,  and  the  Soldiers'  P^ffccts  Fund.  :  has  not  yet  been  published  the 
These  are  perpetual  funds  of  which  the  .  total  of  all  funds -(we  have  some 
interest  alone  can  be  dealt  with.  But  the  •  eighteen  funds  besides  the  original  Patrio 
Zervudachi   Fund    and     the    Rodriguez    tic  Fund)— was  £889,867.    xx?  u ! 


Fund  are  now  very  full.  The  Royal 
Navy  Relief  Fund  is  a  very  small  fund, 
but  lately,  under  the  order  of  our  Com- 
mission of  1881,  funds  have  Ikjcii  ordered 
to  be  paid  over  which  will  enable  us  to  help 
more  sailors  and  to  raise  the  very  small 
allowance  of  3s.  6d.  in  the  lower  ranks 
to  5s.     With    regard    to    the    Soldiers' 


We  have  sunk 
£237,332  in  the  endowment  of  schools, 
nominations  to  Wellington  College,  and 
the  like.  We  have  capital  sums  amount- 
ing to  nearly  £181,000,  and  there  are 
a  certain  number  of  sums  amounting  to 
nearly  £4,500  which  are  absolutely 
required — 1  shall  say  a  word  or  two  later 
on  about   them  -and   then   there   is  an 


Effects  Fund,  abuse  has  l>een  poured  on  ,  available  surplus  of  £150,000.  The  Royal 
us  in  consequence  of  our  not  touching  Commissioners  are  accused  of  alienating 
the  capital  and  not  utilising  to  the  full  '  the  funds  from  their  original  purpose. 
the  Urge  income,  which  at  present  is  '  What  business  have  we,  it  is  asked,  to 
£4,000    a  year.     As  a    matter  of   fact  :  take  away   funds  from   those  for  whom 


we  have  not  tilled  the  fund  to 
the  full,  simply  because  we  'have  not  had 
the  cases  sent  to  us  to  enable  us  to 
do  so.  That  fund  has  only  accumulated  by 
degrees.  The  War  Office  have  paid  over 
sometimes  £5,000  a  year,  sometimes  more, 
but  it  will  be  less  as  it  goes  on,  and  there 
is  no  chance  of  a  permanent  increase  of 


they  were  originally  intended,  and  spend 
them  in  endowing  schools  and  the  like  ? 
Theanswer  is  -and prolwibly  I  am  the  only 
member  of  the  original  Royal  Commis- 
sion who  is  still  alive  and  can  give  it  - 
that  when  we  had  first  to  deal  with  the 
funds  raised  from  the  Russian  War  we 
had  such  an  overflow  of  children  that  it 


the  fund,  or  a  large  increase  of  the  fund,  i  was  perfectly  impossible  to  find  boarding 


because  it  came  from  the  deferred  pay 
and  the  sale  of  the  effects  of  soldiers. 
Where  we  were  not  able  to  find  out  the 
parent  the  money  was  obliged  to  be 
capitalised,  because  any  of  it  might  be 
nded  at  any  time  if  the  parents  could 


schools  for  them.  We  sent  children  to 
some  boarding  schools  where  the  disci- 
pline was  all  wrong,  and  we  got  into  hot 
water  owing  to  the  way  in  which  the 
children  were  treated  there,  and  from  the 
first  we  felt  the  necessity  of  building  the 
be  discovered.  It  is,  moreover,  a  soldier's  j  girls'  school  and  the  l>oys'  school.  But  at 
fund.  In  a  letter  which  1  sent  to  Due  that  time  we  had  no  idea  of  endowing 
Times,  I  threw  off  all  the  responsibility  of  the  schools.  We  believed,  as  everybody 
the  miserable  3s.  6d.  allowance  upon  the  ■  else  did,  that  the  war  was  likely  to  be 
War  Office ;  but  1  must  apologise  to  the  ,  protracted,  and  that  the  money  was  sub- 
War  Office  for  having  done  so.  1  now  '  scribed  under  that  impression,  so  that  when 
find  that  we  are  responsible  for  it.  i  the  war  suddenly  ceased,  and  actuarial 
When  the  fund  was  first  handed  advice  had  been  obtained  as  to  the  sum 
over  to  us  the  War  Office  necessary  to  deal  with  the  case,  we 
asked  what  allowance  ought  to  be  pro- .  thought  wc  were  justified  in  using  the 
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surplus  in  endowments.  That  is  how  it 
came  about.  The  course  we  took  was 
accepted  by  a  Royal  Commission  and 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  As  to  the  large 
balances,  they  are  necessary  to  secur  • 
the  allowance  to  widows.  It  stands  to 
reason  that,  if  you  promise  that  you  will 
give  so  much  a  year  to  a  widow  for  her 
life  or  widowhood,  you  have  to  invest  a 
certain  sum  to  enable  you  to  do  it.  The 
balances  decrease  year  by  year  as  the 
number  of  widows  decreases.  That  is  the 
real  history  of  the  great  accumulations. 
There  was  a  surplus  of  £4,000 
from  the  Zulu  War  Fund,  and 
we  paid  £3,000  of  it  to  the 
general  fund  for  the  Army.  Then  we 
had  at  the  end  of  1 895  a  sum  of  £1 1 7,000, 
as  to  which  we  have  been  asked :  "  Why 
did  you  husband  that  up  and  allow  it  to 
accumulate  ?  Why  did  you  not  appro 
priate  it  to  other  purposes  ? "  The  reason 
was  simply  this.  There  were  a  certain 
number  of  Crimean  widows  whom  we 
were  obliged  to  refuse  because  they  could 
not  prove  that  their  husbands'  deaths 
had  been  caused  by  disease  or  wounds 
received  in  the  war,  and  therefore  we 
thought  it  right  and  just  to  throw  open 
this  fund  to  every  Crimean  widow  who 
had  been  married  before  the  termination  of 
the  war.  The  old  rule  caused  much  heart- 
burning and  abuse,  but  under  the  new 
arrangement  there  was  still  more  heart- 
burning and  more  abuse.  It  was  thought 
that  the  widows  who  would  become 
eligible  for  relief  under  it  would  be  about 
600,  but,  unfortunately,  they  jumped  up 
to  about  1,300.  It  was  only  possible  to 
assist  500,  so  that  there  were  about  800 
unprovided  for.  It  has  been  said  that 
we  are  keeping  these  unhappy  widows 
out  of  their  rightful  heritage.  It  is  quite 
untrue  to  say  that  this  was  their  rightful 
heritage.  -The  sum  had  never  been 
raised  for  them  at  all,  but  it  was 
recognised  that  the  door  had  been 
opened  to  them,  and  we  are  doing  all  we 
can  to  meet  their  case.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  we 
decided  to  submit  the  matter  to  an 
actuary  to  find  out  how  far  the  remainder 
of  these  widows  could  be  assisted, 
although  this  step  will  have  the  effect  of 
eating  up  all  the  funds,  which,  I  am 
afraid,  will  not  go  even  far  enough.  I 
am  sorry  to  have  taken  up  so  much  of 
your  Lordships'  time,  but  before  sitting 
down  I  should  like  to  explain  our  mode 
of  work.     Our  mode  of  work  is  illustrated 

Earl  Nelson. 


by  the  manner  in  which  we  dealt  with  the 
Zulu  War  Fund.  I  mention  this  fund 
because  a  gentleman  in  another  place 
pitched  into  us  for  the  manner  in  which 
we  dealt  with  it.  The  Zulu  War  Fund 
was  a  very  small  fund,  and  the  actuary 
advised  that  in  the  lower  ranks  an  allow- 
ance of  3s.  6d.  a  week  only  could  be 
made  to  widows  until  their  remarriage. 
This  fund  was  examined  by  the  actuary 
every  three  years,  and  it  was  found  at  the 
end  of  the  first  three  years  that  so  many 
of  the  widows  had  remarried  that  there 
was  a  surplus.  We  immediately  raised 
the  allowance  of  the  remaining  widows 
to  68.  a  week,  and  as  more  of  the  widows 
remarried  it  was  found  possible  to  renew 
the  allowance  to  women  who  had  been 
rewidowed.  Out  of  fifty 
were  traced.  We  still 
was  a  balance,  and 
over — we  were  blamed 
tleman  in  the  other 
Amendment     to 


an 


all  but  three 
found  there 
we  paid  it 
by  a  gen- 
House  who  moved 
the  Address  for 
having  paid  it  over — to  a  general  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  another  war.  I  think 
I  have  given  a  complete  answer  to  the 
accusations  made  against  us.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  have  dealt  only  with  the 
interest  of  our  funds,  and  have  hoarded 
the  capital,  and  that  the  original  sufferers 
have  in  this  way  been  defrauded.  There 
is  a  complete  answer  to  that  charge  in 
the  eighteenth  Report  of  the  Commission, 
presented  in  July,  1880.  The  figures 
would  be  much  better  if  I  had  them  up 
to  date,  but  I  find  that  to  the  original 
£1,500,000  which  was  entrusted  to  our  care 
and  trusteeship  there  had  been  added,  by 
dividends,  interest,  annuities,  and  changed 
investments,  a  sum  of  £1,502,000,  and 
there  had  been  given  to  the  Russian 
war  widows  up  to  that  time — 1875 — 
£1,518,000,  or  £18,000  more  than  the 
original  sum,  so  that  all  the  endowments 
and  expenses  of  management  and  all  the 
pensions  have  been  met  without  encroach- 
ment on  the  original  sum.  Up  to  date 
we  have  helped  from  the  Russian  War 
Fund  alone  3,047  widows  of  privates, 
231  widows  of  officers,  5,168  children  of 
privates,  and  880  children  of  officers. 
As  to  the  present  war,  I  find  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  has  transferred  to  the  Com- 
missioners £250,000,  and  of  this  we 
have  expended  £3,000  in  relief.  Imme- 
diate relief  has  been  given  to  319  widows 
and  315  children  in  anticipation  of  being 
placed  on  the  fund,  and  170  widows  have 
since  been   granted  weekly    allowances! 
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i  have  been  paid  in  advance  up  to  March  i 

Thirty-three  dependent  relatives 
been  granted  donations ;  and  three  , 
"8*  widows  and  one  dependent  rela-  | 
lave  been  given  assistance.  We  have 
asked  to  state  what  we  have  done  in 
that  it  may  be  compared  with  the 
s  from  other  funds.  We  are  bound 
guided  in  our  grants  by  consider- 
of  what  the  total  claims  on  the  fund 
ie.  Before  we  squander  our  funds 
list  know  how  many  widows  we  will 
to  deal  with.  Then  we  can  try  to  , 
arrangements  which  will  ensure  the 
rs  support  for  the  rest  of  their  lives 
romise  them  greater  benefits  in  old 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  [ 
ihips  for  the  kind  way  in  which  you 
listened  to  what  I  am  afraid  has 
a  very  tedious  statement ;  but 
ing  the  way  in  which  we  have  been 
Led,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  not 
;e  the  time  1  have  occupied  in  ex- 
ng  the  position  and  endeavouring 
«npe  oft'  some  of  the  mud 
i     has      lxjen     thrown     upon     us. 

£  Duke  of  CAMBRIDGE:  My 
»,  as  chairman  of  the  Royal  Patriotic 
,  I  wish  to  add  a  few  words  to  what 
Jlen  from  my  noble  friend,  who  has  ' 
a  very  detailed  account  of  our  pro- 
ngs. I  can  assure  your  Lordships 
far  from  wishing  to  hoard  money, 
ommissioners  have  been  desirous  of 
Ling  it  in  the  most  proper  and 
matic  manner.  It  is  very  easy  to 
r  away  money ;  but  it  is  a  very 
ent  thing  to  spend  it  in  such  a 
ler  as  to  give  the  greatest  amount  of 
,  not  only  at  the  moment,  but  in  the 
e.  That  has  l>een  the  object  of 
r  member  of  the  Royal  Patriotic 
I  Commission.  Those  members  only 
when  it  is  necessary  to  support  the 
ative  committee,  who  carry  out  the 
:  from  day  to  day,  and  their  duties 
been  so  fully  explained  by  the  noble 
that  I  need  not  further  enlarge 
them.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will , 
rstand  that  there  is  but  one  object 
l  the  Patriotic  Fund  Commission, 
myself  and  every  member  of 
wnwards,  has  at  heart,  which  is  to 
e  the  liberal  and  generous  amount 
l  is  subscribed  by  the  public  to  go 
ie  fullest  extent  which  it  can  in  i 
,  but  on  reasonable  and  judicious  ', 
ipbs.  We  are  in  communication ; 
antly  with  the  War  Office — and,  in 


fact,  more  or  less  we  act  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  War  Office— and  we  are  also 
in  communication  with  other  departments 
of  the  State.  We  are  not  able  to  do 
things  offhand  without  any  consideration. 
Of  course,  these  subscriptions  that  are  got 
up  under  peculiar  circumstances  have  no 
sort  of  further  control  than  the  momen- 
tary impulse  of  the  public  and  the  sub- 
scribers themselves.  We  are  obliged  to  look 
to  the  future  as  well  as  to  the  present,  and 
we  have  endeavoured  to  do  so.  I  hope  it 
will  be  found  the  more  this  question  is 
gone  into  that  the  attacks  made  on  the 
Commissioners  are  unreasonable  and 
most  unjust.  They  may  produce  more 
money  for  the  special  subscriptions  which 
have  certainly  been  raised,  and  which,  of 
course,  have  greater  attraction  for  the 
public ;  but  we  do  not  look  for  attraction. 
We  look  for  real  advantage — per- 
manent advantage  and  useful  ad- 
vantage— and  that  is  the  object  with 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  origin- 
ally, I  believe,  introduced  the  Patriotic 
Fund  Commission  ;  and  I  firmly  believe 
the  more  this  question  is  gone  into  as  to 
the  principles  upon  which  we  are  acting 
the  more  it  will  be  found  that  we  have 
acted  not  on  any  irregular  or  unjustifiable 
principles,  but  on  common  sense  principles. 
This  is  only,  my  Lords,  what  every  indi- 
dual  who  undertakes  such  tasks  would 
have  done  his  best  to  accomplish  had  it 
been  left  entirely  in  his  own  hands.  I 
thought  it  right  to  add  these  few  words 
to  the  full  explanation  which  has  been 
given  by  the  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  who,  with  the  other  Com- 
missioners, exerts  himself  to  the  fullest 
extent  to  do  the  best  even  under  very 
difficult  circumstances. 

Earl  GARRINGTON  :  There  was 
one  statement  made  by  the  noble  Earl 
which,  if  I  understood  it  rightly,  will 
give  very  great  satisfaction.  I  should 
like  an  answer  "  Yes  "  or  "  No  "  to  the 
following  question — Do  I  understand  the 
noble  Earl  to  say  that  if  ladies  who  are 
working  different  districts  of  the  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Families  Association  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  send  in 
authentic  cases  of  widows  who  require 
relief,  those  cases  will  be  put  on  the  list 
of  the  Patriotic  Fund  ?  I  need  hardly 
remind  the  noble  Earl  that  the  Associa- 
tion works  for  the  wives  and  families  of 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  not  for  their 
widows ;  but  it  would  lie  very  satisfactory 
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if  it  could  be  distinctly  understood  that  |  does  not  appear  sufficient  to  deal  with 

if  authentic  cases  are  sent  in  from  the  |  all  of  them,  but  we  propose  to  lay  the 

different  districts,  and  confirmed  by  the  (  matter  before  an  actuary. 

War  Office,  they  will  be  put  on  the  list 

of  the  Patriotic  Fund.  I    *Thf   Marquess   of  LANSDOWNE  : 

Earl  NELSON :  I  have  no  hesitation,  '  The  War ' 0ffice' *  nef  not  "**  *  la/^ 
my  Lords,  in  saving  that  they  will  be, ,  interested  in  the  administration  of  the 
and  I  will  go  further  and  say  to  these  |  Patriotic  Fund  controlled  by  the  Com- 
committees  that  the  Commissioners  will  missioners,  and  therefore  I  may  be  per- 
be  only  too  happy  to  welcome  their  mitted  to  say  a  word  before  this  dis- 
assistance.  '  cussion  closes.     I  think  it  is  idle  to  con- 

:  ceal  from  ourselves  the  fact  that  there 

Viscount  KNUTSFORD :  A  great  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  dissatisfac- 
deal  has  been  said  in  the  very  interesting  ,  tion — I  do  not  say  for  a  moment  well 
statement  of  the  noble  Earl,  confirmed  as  founded,  but  still  dissatisfaction — with  the 
it  has  been  by  His  Royal  Highness,  as  to  j  procedure  of  the  Royal  Commissioners 
future  widows,  but  I  confess  I  have  a  during  recent  years.  I  have  no  doubt 
feeling  for  the  Crimean  widows.  I  should  :  that  the  Commissioners  are  closely  tied, 
like  to  know,  and  I  ask  the  question  with  They  are  in  the  position  of  trustees,  and 
the  most  friendly  feeling,  if  the  statement  j  therefore  not  entirely  free  agents.  The 
is  true — and  1  gather  that  it  is  true  from  noble  Earl  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  one  of  j  Commissioners  suggested  that  they  had 
the  local  committees  of  the  Patriotic  been  accused  of  defrauding  persons 
Fund— that  there  are  still  many  Crimean  |  entitled  to  relief.  My  Lords,  I  never 
widows  unprovided  for.  I  understand  heard  any  such  suggestion  made.  I  be- 
also  from  the  noble  Earl's  statement,  that  '  lieve  the  only  suggestion  that  has  been 
there  is  still  a  fund  of  £4,000  annually  ;  made  is  that  the  Commissioners  may  have 
available.  If  so,  I  should  like  to  know  I  shown  themselves  too  tenacious  occasion- 
whether  that  fund  is  going  to  be  expended  ,  ally  of  the  funds  which  they  had 
in  the  relief  of  these  widows,  or  whether  to  administer.  Matters  have  been  a 
it  is  going  to  Ikj  distributed  amongst  the  *ood  deal  complicated  quite  recently 
widows  of  the  Transvaal  War.  ,  by  the  manner — I  will  not  say  the  unex- 

;  pected,  but  the  extraordinary  manner — 

Earl  NELSON  :  It  is  curious  how  i  in  which  the  public  has  subscribed  to  the 
difficult  it  is  to  make  people  understand,  various  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  families 
The  £4,000  referred  to  is  the  interest  on  of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  present  war, 
the  money  which  stands  to  the  credit  of  |  and  I  think  it  is  natural  that  the  public, 
the  Soldiers'  Effects  Fund,  and,  therefore,  having  subscribed  these  large  sums,  a  part 
cannot  be  touched  by  any  general  funds  !  of  which  will  be  administered  by  the 
including  sailors  as  well  as  soldiers.  It '  Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners,  should  be 
would  be,  I  venture  to  say,  a  pity  if  that  ;  anxious  to  know  a  little  more  about  the 
£4,000  was  alienated  from  the  soldiers'  methods  which  the  Commissioners  follow, 
widows  who  are  now  applying  for  it  !  A  suggestion  has,  I  believe,  been  made 
every  day.  I  have  great  hopes  myself  that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  of  some 
that  we  shall  have  sufficient  funds  to  deal  j  kind,  certainly  not  a  hostile  inquiry,  but  an 
with  the  Transvaal  widows,  and  I  am  amicable  discussion  as  to  the  manner  in 
perfectly  certain  that  if  we  can  only  ,  which  these  different, funds  are  adminis- 
restore  confidence  in  the  Patriotic  Fund  '  tered.  It  is  abundantly  clear  from  the  state- 
Commissioners  we  need  only  make  an  j  ment  of  the  noble  Earl  that  their  admini* 
appeal  to  the  generous  public  to  obtain  ,  tration  presents  many  very  complicated 
sufficient  money.  I  believe  that  there  '  issues,  and  that  the  subject  is  one  that 
has  just  been  placed  on  the  Fund  the  last  |  will  bear  a  little  examination.  What  I 
of  the  original  Crimean  widows,  and  they  think  the  public  is  most  anxious  for  is  that 
are  all  now  provided  for.  But  when  we  j  in  all  the*e  liberal  distributions  of  money 
opened  the  door  to  every  widow  whose  ;  there  should  be  no  overlapping  between 
husband  had  served  in  the  Russian  War,  ;  one  fund  and  another.  I  have  no  doubt 
and  who  had  married  before  peace  was  '  that  if  the  Royal  Commissioners  si* 
signed,  we  found  that  there  were  still  800  !  approached,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  will < 
widows  outstanding.   At  present  the  fund  i  be,  in  a  most  respectful  spirit  they  wffl  i 

Ead  Carringfan. 
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not  discourage  an  inquiry   of  the   kind 
which  has  been  suggested. 

♦The  Duke  or  CAMBRIDGE:  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  wc  are  actually  at 
this  moment  assisting  those  whom  we 
know  to  be  widows  and  orphans.  That, 
I  think,  is  an  important  point.  We  give 
£5  to  every  widow  and  £1  to  every  child 
when  we  get  the  intimation  from  the  War 
Office  that  the  woman  has  Wome  a 
widow  and  that  she  has  children.  Then 
we  make  our  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
the  permanent  pension  which  it  is 
intended  to  give.  But  we  actually 
give,  and  at  this  moment  wc  are  giving, 
£5  and  £1  respectively  to  2H7  widow's 
and  290  orphans.  We  have  given  a  per- 
manent allowance  to  139  widows  of  this 
war,  and  donations  to  thirty-one  depen- 
dent relatives.  We  have  also  assisted 
three  officers'  widows  and  one  relative,  so 
that  it  is  not  really  a  correct  statement 
to  say  that  we  do  not  already  assist  to 
the  best  of  our  ability  the  widows  and 
orphans. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY:  I  should 
like  to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the 
Question  put  by  Yiscount  Knutsford. 
Originally  the  Patriotic  Fund,  as  has 
been  stated  by  the  noble  Larl  the 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee, 
amounted  to  £1,500,000.  That  amount, 
with  the  accumulations,  has  been  gradu- 
ally exhausted,  and  there  remains  of  that 
fund  only  sufficient,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  actuaries,  to  ensure  that 
the  Crimean  widows  shall  receive 
their  allowances  while  they  live. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  Patriotic  Fund 
has  to  be  dealt  with  in  quite  a  different 
way  from  a  fund  which  has  no  permanent 
claim  upon  it.  A  Supplementary  Com- 
mission was  appointed  in  1897,  and  the 
surplus,  which  amounted  to  .£1  .'{6,000, 
was  placed  into  a  different  fund  called  the 
Patriotic  General  Fund.  That  fund  was 
extended  to  cover  the  cases  of  those 
widows  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who  married 
before  the  end  of  the  Crimean  War,  and 
whose  husbands  had  subsequently  died. 
When  that  fund  began  to  be  administered 
it  was  calculated  that  a  far  smaller 
number  of  widows  of  such  men  existed 
than  has  actually  proved  to  bo  case.  On 
investigation  it  was  found  that  there  were 
something  like  1,300  or  1,400  widows, 
and  the  fund,  even  in  its  present  state,  is 
not  calculated  to  be  sufficient  to  deal  with 
all  those  cases.     I  understand  that  500 


cases  have  been  actually  dealt  with,  and 
that  allowances  on  the  ordinary  Patriotic 
scale  have  lieen  given. 

Earl  NELSON:    We  have  not  been 
j  able  to  come  up  to  the  Patriotic  scale. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY :  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Commissioners  it  was 
'  decided  to  refer  to  an  actuary  to  ascer- 
tain how  far  this  £136,000,  exhausting 
the  capital  as  well  as  the  interest,  will 
enable  us  to  deal  with  the  cases  of  these 
widows.  The  noble  Lord  will  at  once 
see  that  we  are  limited  by  our  means, 
and  cannot  go  l>eyond  them.  The 
actuary  will  tell  us  how  far  we  can  go 
beyond  what  has  been  done  at  present  to 
relieve  all  the  Crimean  widows. 

Lord  RAGLAN :  Do  I  understand 
that  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers 
and  men  of  the  embodied  Militia  serving 
in  South  Africa  will  benefit  from  the 
fund  equally  with  the  other  branches  of 
the  service  'I 

Earl  NELSON :  If  the  widows  of 
Volunteers  who  have  gone  out  share,  I 
should  think  those  of  the  Militia  would 
share  too. 

Loitn  CHELMSFORD:  They  will  un- 
doubtedly share.  We  have  given  a  dis- 
tinct promise  that  the  widows  of  all 
soldiers,  whether  our  own  or  colonial, 
shall  receive  the  benefit  of  the  funds 
which  have  lieen  subscribed. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  (AMENDMENT) 
HILL  | ill.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  1m»  read  3rt  on  Tuesday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Six  of  the  clock  to 
Monday  next,  a  quarter  liefow 
Eleven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSK    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  16ft  February,  1900. 

QUEENS    SPEECH    (ANSWER  TO 
ADDRESS). 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Household  re- 
ported Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the 
Address,  as  followeth  : — 

I  have  received  with  great  satisfaction 
the  loyal  and  dutiful  expression  of  your- 
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ment. 


thanks  for  the  Speech  with  which  I  have  ,  PRIVATE  BILL  PCTITKONS  (ST^DING 
opened  the   present    Session    of   Parlia-  j       <>KI>ERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

,  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
|  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
,  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
j  case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
j  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
1  complied  with  namely  : — 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  HILLS  (STANDING  ORDER    I 
62  COMPLIED  WITH).  I 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table ! 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  Standing 
Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with, 
namely : — 

Bedford  Gas  Bill. 

East  London  Water  Bill. 

Oas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill. 

Grantham  Gas  Bill. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill. 

Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Bill. 

Lambeth  Water  Bill. 

London  and   Southwestern   Railwav 

Bill. 
North  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Canal 

Company  fell. 
North  Warwickshire  Water  Bill. 
Ossett  Gas  Bill. 
Redhill  Gas  Bill. 
St.  Albans  Water  Bill. 
South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill. 
•Southport  Water  Bill. 
Wetherby  District  Water  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 


St.   David's    Railway   (Abandonment) 
Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred 
;  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
i  Orders. 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

"  To  enable  the  London  County  Council 
to   work  their  Tramways  by   electrical 
power ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
•  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

1ST.     DAVIDS     RAILWAY    (ABANDON- 
MENT). 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
'  Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 


PETITIONS. 


INEBRIATES    ACTS. 
Petition  from  Stockport,  for  alteration 
;  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    BILL. 
:      Petition  from  Buckhaven,  in  favour; 
'  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER     , 
63  COMPLIED  WITH).  \ 

Mr.    Speaker    laid    upon  the    Table  ' 
Report  from  one  of  the   Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  ; 
case   of  the  following  bills,  referred  on  , 
the     First     Reading     thereof,   Standing 
Order   No.  63  has  been   complied  with, 
.namely : — 

Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity 
Supply  Bill. 

Colonial  Bank  Bill.  j 

County  of  London  and  Brush  Pro- 
vincial Electric  Lighting  Bill. 

Hugeley  Gas  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  j 
time.  ' 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY   BILL. 

Petition  from  Hertford,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Colne  ;  Nut- 
grove  ;  Whalley  Range  ;  and  Withington; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Hertford,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN    COUNCILS    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Newburgh,.  in  favour ;  tQ 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COMMITTALS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  —  of  Returns  from 
Clerks  of  the  Crown  and  Peace  of  the 
number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  in 
the  year  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUPREME    COURT     OF    JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,   1887    (COMPENSA- 
TION ALLOWANCES). 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  10th  February,  1900,  awarding  to 
Mr.  Mark  Perrin,  Registrar  of  Judgments 
in  Ireland,  whose  office  has  been  consoli- 
dated  with  the  Record  and  Writ  Office  j 
by  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land,   a    compensation  allowance  under 
Section    72    of    the    Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INEBRIATE    RETREATS   (RULES    FOR 
MANAGEMENT) 

Copy  presented, — of  Regulations  made 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the 
management  and  discipline  of  the  St. 
Josepn's  Certified  Inebriate  Reformatory 
at  Ashford,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex 
[by  Act]  ;  to  be  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  PASSENGER  COMMUNI- 
CATION. 

Copy  presented, — of  Circular  from  the 
Board  of  Tra'e  to  the  Railway  Com- 
panies of  the  United  Kingdom  and  corre- 
spondence relating  thereto  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT,  1898. 
Copy  presented, — of  Statutes  made  for 
the  University  of  London  by  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  University 
•if  London  Act,  1898  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  60.] 

POST  OFFICE  TELEGRAPHS. 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Account  showing 
the  gross  amount  received  and  the  gross 
amount  expended  in  respect  of  the  Tele- 
graph Service  from  the  date  of  .the 
transfer  of  the  Telegraphs  to  the  State 
to  the  3l8t  day  of  Iifarch,  1899  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
54,  of  Session  1899)."— (Afr.  Hanlurtj.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
61.] 


CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 
Address  for  "Return  of  all  sentences; 
of  Corporal  Punishment  inflicted  under 
26  and  27  Vic,  c.  44,  upon  persons  con- 
victed of  offences  against  Section  43  of 
the  Larceny  Act,  1861,  and  section  21  of 
the  Offences  against  the  Person  Act, 
1861,  in  England  and  Wales  from  the- 
31st  day  of  March,  1898,  to  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1899  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  166,  of  session 
1898)."— [Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan.) 

TRADE  UNION  FUNDS  (BANKING). 
Order  [15th  February]  for  return  rela- 
tive thereto  read,  and  discharged. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
(CHAIRMEN'S  PANEL). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection ;  That  they  had: 
selected  the  following  six  Members  to  be 
the  Chairmen's  Panel  and  to  serve  as 
Chairmen  of  the  two  Standing  Com- 
mittees to  be  appointed  under  Standing 
Order  No.  47  :  — Mr.  John  Ellis,  Sir  James 
Forgus8on,  Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice, 
Mr.  Laurence  Hardy,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Stuart-Wortloy. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  do  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-INCIDENCE 
OF  THE  COST  OF  COLONIAL 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Sir    CHARLES    CAMERON    (Glas- 

fow,  Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  pay 
and  other  expenses  of  the  forces  of  the 
Colonies  of  Natal  and  Capo  Colony  em- 
ployed in  the  war  in  South  Africa  are  to 
be  borne  by  these  Colonies,  or  whether 
any  undertaking  has  been  given  for  their 
repayment  in  whole  or  part  out  of  the 
Imperial  Exchequer. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.):  The  question  of  the  ultimate  inci- 
dence of  the  cost  of  the  Colonial  Volun 
teers  must  remain  for  subsequent  con- 
sideration when  the  general  question  of 
the  settlement  of  expenditure  in  connec- 
tion with  the  war  is  under  review. 
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NEWS   FROM    THE    SEAT    OF    WAR.  I  Africa  for    the    Commander-in-Chief   to 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  (Kent,   Dart- '  distribute  as  he  thinks  fit. 
ford) :  Has  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury any  further  information  rekting  to    MAXIM-NORDEXFELDT  QUICK-FIRING 
the  war  beyond  that  already  published  1  ONE-POUXDER  GUNS 

Mr.  A.  J.BALFOUR:  No,  Sir.  I1  Mr.  YOXALL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
left  the  War  Office  half  an  hour  ago  and  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
no  further  information  had  up  to  that  whether  the  British  forces  in  South 
time  arrived.  Africa  are  supplied,  or  are  to  be  supplied, 

with  the  Maxim-Nordenfeldt  quick-firing 
SUSPECTED    TREASON-MR.    BAREND    0"a-pou»der   gun. 

\f»    ppvv^orfpS    ir  '      Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  Member, 

J1  \%R\ N    R°BfER^    (C*rna^°»-    no  doubt,  refers  to  the   Vickers-Maxim 
shire,  Eifion):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  |  aut0matic  one-pounder  guns  which  are 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can  ,  })eing  8ent  out  to  South  %{ri(^ 
now  inform  the  House  of  the  result  of  I 
his  inquiries  as  to  whether  Mr.  Barend 

<lu     Plessis,     a     well-to-do     farmer     of  l  VOLUNTEERS'  EQUIPMENT. 

Hanover  District,  Cape  Town,  was  Mr.  WASON  (Clackmannan  and  Kin- 
arrested  on  the  10th  of  December  last  r^g) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  based  on  the  '  0f  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
unsupported  statement  of  a  discharged  tnat  a  detachment  of  the  London  Scottish 
native  servant,  and  was  kept  in  prison  ;  Rjfle  Volunteers,  numbering  fifty-five 
for  ten  days  and  then  set  free,  the  men,  accepted  for  active  service  in  South 
Solicitor  General  declining  to  prosecute;  Africa  with  the  Gordon  Highlanders,  were 
and  whether  any  compensation  will  be  |  ordered  to  provide  themselves  with  the 
made  to  this  gentleman.  { Gordon      tartan      kilts  ;     whether    the 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor  Government  Department  at  Pimlico  were 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  imablf  to  «*PP»y  the  necessary  kilts,  and 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  not  heard  from  <*«  detachment  had  to  get  them  else- 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  the  result  of  his  en- .  whe«V  whf  ^ra  expense  was  thereby 
•quiries,  and  I  am  reminding  him.  !  ca^ed  to  the  detachment  and  by  whom 

!  will  it  be  borne.     And,  if  the  detachment 

DKATHS  OF  TKOOPS  FROM   DISEASE.    * ™  IZJ^S!'  ZOt^*  eXCePti°n  .°f 

the  khaki  aprons,  which  were  not  ready 

Sir     WALTER     FOSTER    (Derby,    w]ien  the  rest  of  the  equipment  obtained 
Ilkeston):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  '  by  the  detachment  was  complete, 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  can  state 

approximately  the  number  of  deaths  from  Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Volunteer  corps 
disease  among  the  forces  serving  in  South  gojng  out  to  South  Africa  provide  their 
Africa,  and,  if  possible,  the  number  of  '  own  clothing.  The  London  Scottish 
those  who  have  succumbed  to  enteric  fever,    expressed  a  wish    to   be    affiliated  to  a 

The  UNDER  SECRETARYof  STATE   Highland  regiment  instead  of  to  the  Rifle 

for     WAR    (Mr.    Wyndham,   Dover):    Brigade,  of  wbch  they  are  the  seventh 

The  figures  are  approximately  ^Deaths    battalion.     This  wish  was  gratified ;  they 

from   enteric,    240  f  deaths   from    other   consequently  applied  to  the  clothing  de~ 

diseases,  268  ;  making  a  total  of  508.        '  lament  for  the  material  for  tartan  Talte, 

°  which  was  issued  to  them.     As  regiments 

prefer  to  make  up  their  kilts  regimentally, 

FIELD  GLASSES.  no  made    up   kilts    are    issued    by  the 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottinghamshire,  W.) :    department.       An    outfit    allowance     is 
I  beg  to  ask  the   Under  Secretary   of  i  granted  for  the  expense  of  the  clothing  of 
State  for  War  whether  it  is  proposed  to    the  Volunteer  corps  going  out. 
supply  field  glasses  to  non-commissioned  | 

officers  and   patrol    leaders     engaged  on        Mr.  WASON :   What  was  the  differ- 
-active  service  in  South  Africa.  ence  in  price  between  the  two  outfits  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  large  supply  of       Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Had  the  London 

.field  glasses  has  been  sent  out  to  South    Scottish  gone  out  as  part  of  the  Rifle 
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Brigade  they  would  have  worn  ordinary  i 
khaki,  but  of  their  own  free  will  they  j 
made  representations,  which  we  were  | 
glad  to  receive,  in  favour  of  having  tartan  ! 
kilts,  and  no  doubt  they  contemplated  [ 
the  consequences.  j 

KEFRESHMENTS  FOR  TROOPS  BEFORE 
EMBARKATION  AT  gUEENSTOWN. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask' 
the  Under   Secretary   of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  what  arrangements  ! 
were  made  by  the  War  Office  authorities  \ 
in  the  direction  of   providing  necessary  j 
refreshments  for  the  troops  on  arrival  at  j 
Queenstown  before  embarkation  on  the 
transport  vessels.      Whether  many  bat- 
talions in  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  after  long  railway  journeys, 
were  detrained  at  Queenstown,  and  kept 
at  the  railway  terminus  for  many  hours 
without  food  or  drink  of  any  kind,  and 
who  is  responsible  for  this  treatment. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  Dinner  meals  are 
provided  for  troops  on  1>oard  vessels  im- 
mediately after  embarkation.  In  a  few 
cases  when  the  ship  has  arrived  very  late 
half  rations  have  been  issued  to  the  men 
while  waiting.  Troops  have  never  been 
kept  any  long  time  at  Queenstown  with- 
out refreshment. 

Mb.  FLYNN :  My  question  was 
whether  the  men  were  kept  ashore  with- 
out food.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  they 
have  been  sometimes  so  kept  for  15,  16, 
and  even  24  hours  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  My  answer  is  in 
direct  contradiction  of  th  it  statement. 


SOLDIERS' 


TRAVELLING 
ANCES. 


ALLOW- 


the  voyage  from  South  Wales  to  Cork  the 
allowance  is  Is.  4d. 


POSTAL  KATES  ON  LETTERS  FROM 
TROOPS  AT  THE  FRONT. 

Mr.  STKADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney)  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  allow  our  troops  in  South 
Africa  to  send  letters  to  their  relatives 
and  friends  at  home  free  of  charge.  And 
whether  the  same  privilege  can  be  ex- 
tended to  letters  sent  from  home  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  in  South  Africa. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Haniury,  Pres- 
ton) :  It  has  been  arranged  that  soldiers 
actually  serving  at  the  front,  and  conse- 
quently   not   always   within  reach  of  an 
Army  Post  Office,  shall,  within  reasonable 
limits,  be  allowed   to   send  home  letters 
without  prepayment,  the  cost  being  de- 
frayed out  of  Army  Funds.      The  same 
;  privilege   cannot  be  extended   to  letters 
sent  from  this  country  to  the  front ;  but 
,  every  assistance  will  be  given  as  regards 
<  postage  deficient  on  letters  addressed  to 
the  soldiers  themselves. 

THE  HOUSEHOLD  CAVALRY. 
'  Sin  BRAMPTON  GUKDON  (Norfolk, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether,  if  the  three  regi- 
ments of  Household  Cavalry  are  to  be 
brought  up  to  full  strength  with  a  view 
to  employment  on  active  service,  oppor- 
tunity will  l»e  taken  to  abolish  the 
cuirass,  which  is  useless  in  the  time  of 
war,  and  prevents  the  proper  wearing  of 
medals  in  times  of  peace. 


Mr.  FLYNN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  state  what  is  the  approximate  amount 
per  diem  or  per  meal  allowed  to  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  when 
travelling  by  rail  or  by  sea  to  join  their 
respective  regiments  or  depots ;  and  what 
is  the  amount  per  head  allowed  when  < 
travelling  from  stations  in  South  Wales  to  . 
fcork  via  Milford  steamer. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Where  the  journey 
by  railway  exceeds  150  miles  sums  vary- ! 
ing  from  sixpence  to  Is.  8d.,  according  to 
distance,  are  allowed  for  subsistence.   For 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  it  is  not  proposed 
to  make  any  change  in  the  home  uniform 
of  Her  Majesty's  personal  troops. 

RKCItUITINU  STANDARDS. 
Major  UASCH  (Essex,  S.R)  :  1  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  War  Office  has  reduced 
the  physical  standard  of  recruits  ;  and 
what  is  the  minimum  for  infantry  of  the 
Line  and  artillery  drivers. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM  :  The  standard   of 
height  has  been  reduced  in  the  following 
-Drivers     in     Horse     and    Field 
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Artillery,  from  5  ft.  4  in.  to  5  ft.  2  in.; 
Infantry  of  the  Line,  from  5  ft.  3i  in.  to 
5  ft.  3  in. ;  Army  Service  Corps,  from 
5  ft.  3  in.  to  5  ft.  2i  in.  No  change 
whatever  has  been  made  in  the  chest 
measurements  for  any  of  the  above  arms, 
or  in  the  medical  examination,  which  has 
not  been  relaxed  in  any  way. 

Major  RASCH  :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man consider  the  propriety  of  increasing 
the  pay  instead  of  reducing  the  height  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


RIFLE  RANGES. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  can  say  how 
many  rifle  ranges  have  been  acquired  by 
Volunteer  corps  and  county  and  borough 
councils  under  the  Ranges  Act,  1891. 

MR.  WYNDHAM  :  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  move  for  a  return  the  information 
will  be  given.  It  requires  to  be  collected 
from  the  several  districts. 


GERMANY  AND  HOLLAND. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Reds) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  observed  the  statement 
in  the  North  Gernum  Gazette  to  the  effect 
that  the  chief  object  of  German  anticipa- 
tions is  to  bring  home  certain  lessons  to 
Holland,  that  Holland  is  alarmed  at  the 
spectacle  of  the  fate  which  has  overtaken 
the  Spanish  colonies  at  the  hands  of 
America  and  by  the  action  of  England  in 
South  Africa,  that  dangers  to  Holland 
would  be  obviated  and  advantages  secured 
if  Holland  would  take  steps  to  obtain  an 
offensive  and  defensive  alliance  and  a 
customs  union  with  Germany  by  entering 
into  the  same  relations  with  the  German 
Empire  as  were  maintained  with  Prussia 
by  the  South  German  States  between 
1866  and  1870,  and  that  a  union  of  this 
nature  would  be  of  equal  advantage  for 
the  position  of  Germany  as  a  great 
Power  for  her  influence  on  the  seas  and 
for  her  colonial  sphere  of  commercial 
activity ;  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  now  any  information  as  to 
communications  or  negotiations  having 
passed  between  the  Government  of  the 
Netherlands  and  the  Gorman  Government 


!  in  connection   with   the    hostilities  pro- 

1  ceeding  in  South  Africa,  having  reference 

to    the    relations    between    these    two 

Powers;    and   whether    they    have  any 

reason  to  anticipate  that  the  project  of 

|  an  alliance  between  Holland  and  Germany, 

;  or  of  the  inclusion   of    Holland  in  the 

I  German  Empire,  is  under  consideration  by 

the  Government  of  the  Netherlands. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The 
,  answer  to  the  first  question  is  in  the 
affirmative,  and  to  the  two  remaining 
questions  in  the  negative. 

;    SAMOA  —  HERMAN      GOVERNMENT 
TRADING    LICENCES. 

1  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
i  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  teg  to  ask  the  Under 
I  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
;  whether,    under    the    recent   agreement 

with  regard  to  Samoa,  the  German 
1  Government  has  it  in  its  power  to  forbid 

trade  except  under  licence,  and  not  only 
i  to  sell  licences  for  revenue  but  to  refuse 
j  them  without  cause ;  for  example,  to 
]  refuse  them  as  a  rale  to  British  subjects. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  stipulations  of 
the  Anglo-German  Declaration  of    1886, 

'  applied  to  Samoa  by  the  Agreement  of 
the  14th  of  November  last,  include  pro- 

1  visions     that    in    the    possessions     and 

1  protectorates  of  the  two  Powers  in  the 
Western  Pacific,  the  subjects  of  either 
State  shall  l>e  free  to  engage  in  all 
descriptions  of  trade  and  agricultural  and 

;  industrial  undertakings  subject  to  the 
same  conditions  and  laws,  and  enjoying 
the  same  protection  and  privileges  as  the 
subjects   of  the  sovereign  or  protecting 

,  State.  Provision  was  also  made  securing 
equal  as  well  as  most-favoured-nation 
treatment  to  the  ships  and  merchandise 
of  both  States.     It  is  not  in  the  power 

'  of  the  German  Government  to  differen- 
tiate as  against  British  subjects,  whether 

I  by  refusal  of  licences  or  otherwise,  with- 
out a  violation  of  the  agreement. 

!  THE  NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
any  negotiations  are  going  on  the  result 
of  which  might  be  calcinated  to  modify 
the  international  position  of  the  New 
Hebrides ;  and  whether  the  Government 
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will  give  New  Zealand,  which  long  claimed  RAILWAY 
the  group,  or  the  Australian  colonics  the 
opportunity  of  considering  any  such 
proposed  arrangement  before  it  becomes 
irrevocable,  as  has  been  suggested  by  a 
unanimous  resolution  of  the  Prime 
Ministers  of   the  Australian  Colonies. 


Question*. 

(PREVENTION 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  are  no 
negotiations  in  progress  in  regard  to  the 
New  Hebrides.  The  colonies  interested 
will  certainly  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
considering  any  arrangement  proposed  in 
connection  with  the  group. 


Ma.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  copies  of  the  Railway 
(Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill,  read  a  first 
time  on  the  12th  instant,  can  l>e  distri- 
buted to  members  without  loss  of  time, 
as  great  public  interest  is  felt  in  the  Bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  The 
Bill  will,  I  hope,  be  introduced  in  the 
early  part  of  next  week. 


I'NIVKKSITY  EDUCATION  ABROAD. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE  (London- 
deny) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  when  the 
papers  promised  on  the  subject  of  Univer- 
sity education  in  foreign  countries  will 
lie  laid  upon  the  Table. 

♦Mr.  BKODIiICK :    It  is  proposed  to 
present  the  [tapers  shortly. 


KUKMo-rHIXKSE  BOUNDARY  COM- 
MISSION. 

Mr.  J.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Den- 
bighshire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  has  any  information  as  to 
the  murder  at  the  village  of  Monghem 
of  Major  Kiddle,  Mr.  Sutherland,  and 
Mr.  Litton,  attached  to  the  Burmo- 
Chinese  Boundary  Commission ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  what  military  steps 
are  being  taken,  in  view  of  this  serious 
incident,  with  regard  to  the  future  labours 
of  the  Commission. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  ' 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I  have  received  the 
following  information  of  the  events  re- 
ferred to.  It  appears  that  the  officers  in 
question  were  assaulted  whilst  visiting 
a  bazaar  on  the  9th  of  February  last  at 
the  village  of  Menghem.  Two  wore 
murdered  and  one  wounded.  Menghem 
is  just  outside  British  territory  as  at 
present  delimitated.  The  Government  of 
India  are  considering  whether  the  Com- 
mission should  not  withdraw  to  British 
territory  for  the  present,  and  will  take,  in 
concert  with  the  Chinese  Commissioner, 
4uch  measures  as  may  seem  to  them  to  be 
necessary. 

VOL.  LXXIX.     [Fourth  Series.] 


PRISON    OFFICERS'    PENSIONS. 

Mr.  YOXALL :  I  be"  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  has  considered  the  petitions 
forwarded  to  him  by  the  officer  of  Her 
Majesty's  prisons,  praying  that  their 
retiring  allowances  may  be  augmented  to 
two-thirds  of  their  pay  and  allowances  on 
completing  thirty  years  of  service ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  additional 
responsibilities  imposed  on  such  officers 
by  the  Prisons  Act  of  1898,  the  request 
of  the  petitioners  might  be  complied 
with. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  have  received  these  petitions  from  the 
Prison  Commissioners  this  morning.  I 
shall  now  consider  whether  I  ought  again 
to  make  any  recommendations  to  the 
Treasury  on  this  subject. 


FACILITIES  FOR  RIFLE  PRACTICE  BY 
CIVILIANS. 

,      Sir    JOHN    KINLOCH    (Perthshire, 

E.) :  T  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 

'  Exchequer    whether,    taking    into     con- 

1  sideration  the  strong  feeling  throughout 

the   country    that  every  man  should  be 

encouraged  to  make  himself  efficient  in 

I  the  use  of  firearms,  there   is   any  valid 

objection  to  the  Inland  Revenue  Board 

granting  a  licence  for  one  day  at  a  given 

place    whereby    anyone  may  participate 

:  in  a  rifle  match,  a  glass  ball  match,  or  any 

,  match  for  acquiring  skill  in  the  use  of 

firearms. 

!  The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER   (Sir     M.    Hicks    Beach, 

!  Bristol,  W.) :  There  is  at  present  no  pro- 
vision in  the  law  which  would  empower 
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the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  grant 
gun  licences  for  a  less  period  than  one 
year.  Having  regard  to  the  amount  of 
the  duty,  10s.,  it  seems  doubtful  whether 
any  person  could  "  make  himself  efficient 
in  the  use  of  firearms  "  more  cheaply  by 
means  of  occasional  licences  than  by 
taking  out  a  licence  for  a  year,  unless 
occasional  licences  were  to  be  granted  at 
a  nominal  rate.  I  am  considering  the 
question  of  an  exemption  from  gun 
licence  duty  in  the  case  of  rifle  clubs 
recognised  by  the  War  Office,  but  I  think 
any  such  exemption  should  be  confined 
to  regular  target  practice  under  proper 
supervision. 


were    promoted  to  the  second  division 

without  further  medical  examination,  but 

the    Civil    Service   Commissioners   have 

since   directed   that    for  the  future  all 

shall  l>e  so  examined.     The  reason  for  the 

change    is    that,  while    abstractors    are 

assigned    for    service  in   one   particular 

department  only,  the  second  division  is 

a  body  liable  to  serve  in  any  department 

!  of  the  State,  and  in  some  instances  in 

I  foreign  climates.     It  is  usual   for  a  more 

1  stringent  inquiry  into  health  to  be  held 

;  where  such  conditions  prevail.     The  pro- 

i  motion  of  a  second  division  clerk  to  the 

j  first  division  would  not  involve  a  freeh 


AGE    OF    EMPLOYMENT    IN     UNDER- 
GROUND  WORK. 

Mr.  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  whether  assent 
was  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  1890  to  the  proposal  made  at  the 
International  Labour  Congress,  held  at 
Berlin,  that  the  age  at  which  children 
might  be  permitted  to  work  underground 
should  be  raised  from  twelve  to  fourteen  ; 
and  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
to  give  effect  to  that  proposal,  and,  if  not, 
whether  the  Government  contemplate 
legislation  upon  the  subject  during  the 
current  session. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  answer  to  the  first 
paragraph  is  Yes.  The  question  in  the 
second  paragraph  should  be  addressed  to 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  CLERKS. 
Mr.  YOXALL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state 
why  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners 
have  recently  required  certain  assistant 
clerks  to  undergo  a  further  medical  ex- 
amination as  a  condition  precedent  to 
promotion  to  the  second  division  under 
Clause  15  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
29th  November,  1898  ;  and  whether 
certain  assistant  clerks  were  promoted  to 
the  second  division  without  such  medical 
examination,  and  whether  promotions 
from  the  second  to  the  higher  divisions 
will  depend  on  such  further  medical  test. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Some  assistant 
clerks  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  1899 


,  medical  examination,  unless  the  report  of 
1  the  authorities  of  the  Department  in  which 
he  had  been  serving  indicated  anything 
unsatisfactory  in  the  state  of  his  health. 

EXAMINERS  OF  ART  IN  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY(York- 
j  shire,  Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the   Secre- 
I  tary  to   the  Treasury    if  it    has    been 
'  finally  decided  that  no  pension   of  com- 
I  passionate  allowance   shall    be  made  to 
certain  examiners  of  art  in   elementary , 
!  schools  whose  posts  have  been  abolished ; 
j  whether  these  gentlemen,  whose  service  ex- 
|  tends  from  forty  years  downwards,  were 
i  technically  u occasional "  officials,  *nd  there- 
fore  subject   to   no     pension ;    whether, 
owing  to  pressure  of  work,  their  service 

■  was  latterly  required  by  the  Science  and 
I  Art  Department  almost  continuously, with 
!  the  result  that,  being  unable  to  take  op 
j  other  work  at  the  same  time,  they  have 
!  consequently  lost  their    connection  and 

prospects  of  employment  elsewhere  ;  and 
|  whether  there  are  analogous  precedents 
;  in  which  occasional  officials  of  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  have  received  recogni- 
tion from  the  Treasury  on  their  retire- 
ment. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  answer  to  the 
j  first  and    second  paragraphs    is   in  the 

■  affirmative.  As  none  of  these  Examiners 
|  have  served  in  the  permanent  Civil  Ser- 
;  vice,  the  Treasury,  which  must  act  strictly 

according  to  the  Superannuation  Act% 
ha&  no  power  to  grant  them  compensation 

j  allowances,  or,  in  other  words,  pensions 
on  abolition  of  office.  Under  the  Super- 
annuation Act  of  1887  the  Treasury  nun 

j  power  to  award  gratuities  on  abolition  of 
office  to  persons  who  have  given  seven 
years'  service  and  have  been  required  to 
devote  their  whole  time  to  their  duties* 


Questions. 


{16  February  1900} 


Questions. 


230 


>f  these  examiners  had  fulfilled  the 
condition.  It  is  the  fact  that  the 
ry  have  in  the  past  awarded  com- 
on  allowances  in  cases  analogous  to 
but  they  have  done  so  under  a 
rehension  as  to  their  legal  powers, 
>w  that  the  legal  position  is  clear, 
ctice  has  necessarily  been  discon- 


5T  OFFICE  OFFICIALS'  SICK 
LEAVE. 

WALTER  FOSTER:  I  beg  to  ask 
retary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 

the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
8  of  the  Post  Office  are  compelled 
fy  to  the  Department  the  out- 
of    infectious     diseases    in    their 

and  whether  such  officers  are 
ly  prevented  from  performing 
>fficial    duties,    and  compelled  to 

away  from  office  until  medical 
i  is  given ;  whether  a  regulation 
ently  been  issued  stating  that  this 
i  absence  will  be  treated  as  sick 
and  whether  he  can  state  if  it  is 
d  to  count  this  time  when  an 
superannuation  owing  to  illness  is 
onsidered. 

HANBURY  :  Post  Office  servants 
uired  to  report  to  their  superior 
any  case  of  scarlet  fever,  small 
phus,  cholera,  diphtheria,  measles, 
toid  fever  occurring  in  their  homes, 
the  case  be  one  of  the  first  four  of  these 
i  the  man  is  not  allowed  to  attend 
;y,  but  this  practice  is  not  main- 
as  regards  diphtheria,  measles,  or 
i  fever  except  under  special  cir- 
nees.  Full  pay  is  allowed  in  all 
'  compulsory  detention  from  duty 
le  above  causes ;  but  in  calculating 
ount  of  sick  leave  which  an  officer 
ceive  on  full  pay  during  the  year 
■iod  of  any  such  compulsory  absence 
ided. 

[    RAILWAY    COMMISSIONERS' 
SITTINGS. 

FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  ; 
s  the  Railway  Commissioners  have 
n  Ireland  since  their  appointment 
I,  in  what  places,  the  cost  of  each 

and  the  result  thereof. 

RITCHIE :  The  Railway  Commis- 
were  appointed  under  the  Railway 


and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,  and  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  in  Ireland 
will  be  found  in  their  annual  reports  pre- 
sented to  Parliament.  Apart  from  the 
cost  of  the  Commission  itself,  which  it  is 
impossible  to  apportion,  I  am  informed 
that  the  special  expenses  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Ireland  are  confined  to  the 
travelling  expenses  of  the  two  appointed 
Commissioners  and  the  registrar. 

MOUNT  JOY    .STATION,    G.N.K, 
IRELAND. 

Mr.    MURNAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  much 

dissatisfaction  exists  in  the  neighbourhood 

at  the  prolonged  closing  of  the  Mountjoy 

Station  on  the   Great  Northern  Railway 

of  Ireland ;   and  that  the  directors  have 

been    petitioned     on   the    subject,     and 

public  meetings  held  to  protest  against 

the  closure  as  an  inconvenience  to  the 

people  and  a  hindrance  to  the  development 

|  of  the  district :  and  will  he  state  if  the 

,  directors  intend  to  accede  to  the  wishes 

|  of  the  inhabitants  and  re-open  Mountjoy 

i  Station. 

I      Mr.    RITCHIE:    I  understand  after 

communication   with   the  company  that 

they  do  not  propose  to  re-open  the  station. 

,  I  shall  be  happy  to  show  the  hon.  Member 

i  a  letter  I  have  received  from  the  General 


Manager  on  the  subject. 


OMAGH  POST  OFFICE. 
!  Mr.  MURNAGHAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
'  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
!  ing  the  Postmaster  General,  whether  the 
;  plans  of  the  new  post  office  at  Omagh 
I  have  been  prepared ;  if  the  request  of 
|  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Omagh  for  a 
I  copy  of  the  plans  has  been  granted  ; 
!  and,  will  he  state  if  tenders  have  been 
i  invited  for  the  erection  of  the  post  office, 
|  and  when  building  operations  are  to 
.  begin. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  It  has  been  neces- 
sary to  recast  these  plans  at  Omagh,  and 
the  revised  plans  have  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted for  approval.  I  cannot  say,  there- 
fore, when  tenders  for  the  work  will  be 
invited^  but  the  work  will  probably  be 
commenced  during  the  ensuing  financial 
year.  The  Irish  Board  of  Works  will 
no  doubt  be   ready  to  show  the  revised 
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plans  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  if  they 
are  asked  to  do  so. 


ARRAN  STONE  FORTS. 
♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 

1  !>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
how  the  ruins  of  the  stone  forts  on  the 
north,  middle,  and  south  islands  of 
Arran,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  not  being 
churches  or  ecclesiastical  buildings  or 
structures  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Irish  Church  Act,  1869,  Section  25, 
became  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  as  they  appear 
to  be,  according  to  the  schedule  to  their 
report  issued  in  1895.  Whether  there 
is  any  and,  if  so,  what  order  vesting  the 
ruins  of  the  monasteries  of  Mungret,  in 
the  county  of  Limerick,  and  those  of 
Mellifont,  in  the  county  of  Louth,  in  the 
secretary  of  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works ;  and,  if  not,  by  what 
authority  are  these  ruins  maintained  by 
the  said  Commissioners.  Whether  any 
and,  if  so,  which  of  the  ancient  monu- 
ments mentioned  in  the  Schedule  (Ire- 
land) to  the  Ancient  Monuments  Protec- 
tion Act,  1882,  have  been  vested  in  the 
said  Commissioners,  as  provided  by  section 

2  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Act.  Whether 
he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  having 
an  inquiry  made  as  to  the  amount  of 
public  money  spent  on  ruins  in  Ireland 
not  vested  in  the  said  Commissioners 
under  either  the  Ancient  Monuments  Act, 
1882,  or  the  Irish  Church  Act,  1869. 
And  would  he  grant  a  return  showing 
what  ancient  monuments  were  vested  in 
the  secretary  of  the  said  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  on  31st  December  last 
and  the  respective  dates  of  the  vesting 
orders  in  each  case. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  These  stone  forts 
were  included  in  the  Order  of  the  Irish 
Church  Temporalities  Commissioners 
dated  30th  October,  1880,  vesting  certain 
structures  in  the  Board  of  Works. 
Whether  the  Commissioners  acted  within 
their  powers  in  so  including  them  is  a 
legal  point  on  which  I  can  offer  no  opinion. 
Muneret  Monastery  was  vested  in  the 
Board  by  an  Order  of  12th  December, 
1877,  and  Mellifont  by  one  of  13th 
October,  1880.  I  will  give  the  right 
hon.  Member  a  list  of  the  monuments 
referred  to  in  paragraph  3.  The  Board 
of  Works  are  already  giving  special 
attention   to   the  payments  made  about 


[  1890  referred  to  in  the  fourth  paragraph. 
1 1  will  direct  that  the  information  referred 
'  to  in  the  fifth  paragraph  shall  be  given  as 
,  a  schedule  to  the  next  report  of  the 
l  Board  of  Works.  I  think  this  will  be 
I  more  convenient  than  the  issue  of  a. 
1  separate  return. 

HOLYHEAD  AND  LARNE  AND 
STRANRAER  MAIL  ROUTES. 

!      Mr.   ARTHUR  MOORE:    I   beg  to 
ask   the  Secretary   to  the   Treasury,   as 
|  representing  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  what 
steps   have    been    taken   to   remedy   the 
;  irregularities   in   the   Irish   mail    service 
i  both  by  Holyhead  and  Larnc  and  Stran- 
raer routes :  and  whether  he  would  have 
[  any  objection  to  a  return  being  furnished 
I  showing    the    number    of    occasions    on 
I  which  the  services  have  failed  to  catch 
the  respective  local  connections  in  Ireland, 
\  specifying  the  cause  of  such  delay  in  each. 
!  case. 


Mr.  HANBURY :  The  irregularity  in 
the  service  via  Holyhead  has  been  due 
mainly  to  the  trains  to  Holyhead  on  many 
occasions  having  been  run  in  two  parts. 
The  number  of  passengers  by  the  mail 
train  seems  to  have  largely  increased  since 
the  railway  company  have  provided  third 
class  accommodation,  and  the  trains  have 
run  at  more  convenient  hours.  The  rail- 
way company  have  been  urged  to  take 
the  best  measures  possible  for  preventing 
delay,  and  suggestions  have  been  made  to 
them  which  may  effect  a  slight  improve- 
ment. One  cause  of  irregularity  in  this 
service  has  recently  been  removed,  as  the 
outward  American  mails  on  Wednesdays 
are  now  sent  by  special  packet  from  Holy- 
head in  advance  of  the  ordinary  mail 
packet.  The  service  via  Stranraer  has 
been  performed  somewhat  more  regularly 
during  the  last  three  months,  but  there 
have  been  cases  of  delay,  due  mainly  to 
pressure  of  traffic  and  severity  of  weather. 
Proposals  have  recently  been  made  to  the 
companies  providing  for  this  service  with 
the  view  of  effecting  an  improvement. 
Returns  are  being  taken  showing  the  { 
occasions  on  which  the  mails  by  both 
routes  have  reached  Ireland  too  late  for  the 
usual  connections,  and  a  copy  of  these  ] 
returns  shall,  when  ready,  be  forwarded 
to  the  hon.  Member. 

LONGFORD  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  • 

the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  rep**) 
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e  Postmaster  General,  on  what  J  state  at  how  many  sittings  of  the  Chief 
le  Post  Office  authorities  refused  |  laand  Commission  in  Belfast  during  the 
lamp  outside  the  new  post  office  I  year  1898  was  Mr.  Commissioner  Morough 
:d,  whioh,  whilst  affording  light  I  O'Brien  present. 


art  of  the  street,  would  be  of  j 
to  the  public  frequenting  the  , 
on  dark  nights  ;  and,  whether,  I 
ew  building  is  a  considerable  ' 
to  the  town,  they  will,  for  the  ( 
few  pounds  extra,  light  it  up  in  \ 
tanner.  ' 

ANBURY  :  This  is  a  very  small : 
i    which    to    put    a    question,  j 
i  public  lamp  immediately  out- 
ffice  already. 


APPOINTMENTS  IN   DEKKY 
RTHUR    MOORE:   I   beg  to 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member 
to  the  reply  to  a  somewhat  similar  ques- 
tion addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  on 
the  9th  May  last  year  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Louth.*  For  the  reasons 
stated  by  my  right  hon.  friend  on  that 
occasion  I  must  decline  to  answer  this 
question. 


LAND    COMMISSION, 
beg  to  ask  the   Chief 
Lord 


COUNTY  DOWN 
Mr.  DALY :  I 
Secretary    to    the    Lord    Lieutenant    of 
Ireland   whether   he   is   aware   that   the 
Chief   Land   Commissioners   recently    in 


Attorney   General    for  Ireland    County  Down,  out  of  sixteen  appeal  cases 


the  attention  of  the  Irish 
mt  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
«t  all  the  public  appointments 
;y  of  Derry  are  in  the  hands  of 
stant  minority;  and  whether, 
f  the  vacancies  caused  by  the 
ath  of  Sir  William  Miller,  due 
son  will  be  given  to  the  claims 
n  Catholic  and  Nationalist 
ien  before  filling  these  appoint- 


VTLLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Bel- 
ls it  not  the  fact  that  one  of 
inspectorships  is   held    by  an 

lan  Catholic  Nationalist  doctor  ? 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
D  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
)  :  The  meaning  of  the  expres 


heard,  raised  thirteen  and  confirmed  three 
cases  ;  whether  he  can  state  if  any  of  the 
Chief  Commissioners  visited  the  farms  in 
question  ;  and  whether  the  fair  rents 
fixed  by  the  court  valuer  were  in  every 
case  adhered  to  ;  and  if  not,  can  he  state 
in  how  many  instances  the  rent  was  fixed 
over  the  return  of  the  court  valuer. 

Mr.    ATKINSON    (for    Mr.    G.   W. 

(  Balfour)  :  Twenty-four  appeals  from  the 

;  County  Down  were  heard  by  the  Com- 

1  missioners  at  Belfast  in  December  last. 

I  Of    these,    the    decisions    of     the    Sub- 

'  Commissioners    were    affirmed    in    four 

cases ;  in  two  cases  the  rents  were  reduced 

and  in  thirteen  increased  ;  five  cases  are 

still  pending.      It  is  not  the  practice  of 

the   Chief    Commissioners    to   view   the 

holdings.      In  fourteen  cases  the  judicial 


blic  appointments  "  in  the  first  i  ren.ts  M  fix/d  °n  appeal  were  above  the 


i  is  not  very  clear.  If  the  hon. 
refers  to   the   officers   of   local 

would  remind  him  that  these 
re  appointed  independently  of 
eminent.  And  as  regards  the 
hose  appointments  are  subject 
itrol  of  the  Government,  I  have 
nation    as    to    the    politics,  or 

of  such  officers.  With  respect 
cond  paragraph,  the  legitimate 
all  candidates  will  be  carefully 
d. 


'AST    LAND   COMMISSION. 
ALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
Chief  Secretary  to    the    Lord 
at   of   Ireland  whether  he  can 


estimates  of  the  court  valuers ;  in  three 
cases  they  were  below,  and  in  two  cases 
the  same  as  the  valuers'  estimates. 


KERRY  COUNTY  RATES. 


to 


Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  bee 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  what  is  the  rate  struck  for  the  year 
1899-1900  by  the  Kerry  County  Council, 
giving  separately  the  rate  on  agricultural 
land,  as  also  on  other  hereditaments,  in 
each  of  the  following  rural  districts,  viz.  : 
Listowel,  Kenmare,  Dingle,  Killarney, 
Cahirciveen,  and  Tralee. 
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Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  rates  struck  in  the  rural 
districts  named,  taking  them  in  the  order 
mentioned  in  the  question,  for  the  year 
1899-1900  are,  on  agricultural  land, 
5s.  Id.,  5s.  lid.,  5s.  9d.,  4s.  7d.,  5s.  6d., 
and  4s.  2d.;  and  on  other  hereditaments 
7s.  8d.,  8s.  8d.,  8s.  7d.,  6s.  8d.,  8s.  4d., 
and  6s.  6d.  respectively. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  if  there  are 
any  districts  in  the  county  of  Kerry  on 
which  there  is  levied  a  rate  of  over  2s. 
in  the  £  for  the  year  1899-1900  for 
railway  guarantees ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  ratepayers  of  Kerry  con- 
tribute annually  about  £15,000  as  rates 
levied  on  guaranteed  railways ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  the  Government  can  see  their 
way  either  by  a  free  grant  of  money,  or 
by  wiping  out  a  portion  of  the  railway 
indebtedness,  to  relieve  the  heavy  burden 
of  taxation  on  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  have  not  yet  completed  my 
inquiries  in  reference  to  this  question, 
and  will  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  post- 
pone it  until  Monday  next. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  the  matters  in- 
volved in  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
Member  for  Merthyr,  to  be  debated  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  the  wide  interest 
taken  in  it,  he  will  move  on  Tuesday 
that  the  debate  thereon,  if  under  dis- 
cussion at  twelve  o'clock,  be  not  inter- 
rupted under  the  Standing  Order,  Sittings 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir.  I 
cannot  imagine  that  anybody  in  the 
House,  except,  perhaps,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber himself,  would  desire  that  the  debate 
on  Tuesday  should  be  prolonged  after 
twelve  o'clock  at  mght.  I  may  say  that, 
unless  we  finish  the  Report  stage  of  the 
three  War  Office  Votes,  one  of  which 
was  finished  last  night,  by  twelve 
o'clock  on  Monday,  I  shall  have  to  take 
a  morning  sitting  on  Tuesday.  I  can- 
not imagine,  however,  that  there  will 
be  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  Report 
stage  by  then. 


;  Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  given  us  an  assurance  that  he  will 

'  only  take  a  morning  sitting  in  the  case 
of  grave  emergency. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Quite  so ;  and  I 
consider  the  question  of  keeping  the  law  a 
grave  emergency.  When  I  askedthe  House 
I  to  give  me  certain  privileges  I  explained 
:  that  the  Treasury  had  to  meet  certain 
demands  from  the  War  Office,  and  I  am 
'  now    informed    that    unless  the  Report 
i  stage  of  these  Votes  is  obtained  by  Tues- 
day, wo  cannot  comply  with  the  law. 

I  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
IE.):  What  is  the  law  1  What  are  the 
statutory  obligations  which  require  that 
Report  of  these  three  Votes  should  be 
taken  by  Tuesday  night  ?  Perhaps  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  can  tell  us 
that. 

1  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  have 
.  nothing  to  add  to  the  statement  already 
.  made  by  the  Leader  of  the  House.  I  can- 
i  not  quote  any  particular  statute,  clause, 
J  or  section  ;  I  can  only  confirm  what  my 
I  right  hon.  friend  has  stated. 

|  Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
|  land,  Cockermouth) :  What  will  happen 
I  if  the  Vote  is  not  passed  ? 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  law  will 

be  broken. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
!  Does  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  that  he  is  determined 
by  the  use  of  the  closure  to  insist  upon 
passing  this  Vote  of  thirteen  millions 
sterling  to-night? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
;  application  of  the  closure  does  not  rest 
j  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

I  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  know  iU 
|  application  depends  on  the  Chairman, 
;  but  I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  does  he  intend  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power 
,  to  force  through  the  House,  after  one 

night's  debate,    the   Vote    for    thirteen 

millions  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  put  the  question 
under    a    misapprehension.       My 
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hat  the  time  afforded  is  quite  sufficient  is    rities,"    presented,    and    read    the    first 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that   in    the  I  time ;  to   be   read  a  second   time  upon 
debate  on  the  Address  a  large  number  of  I  Tuesday,  3rd  April,  and   to  be   printed. 
Members,    including    notably    the  hon.  j  [Bill  84.] 
Grentleman  himself,  made  speeches  whose  ] 

subject  matter  was  very  closely  allied  to  j      unuvuivi.     a**™..     »»fr-xnwf,x^ 
the  question  we  are  now  disc  Jing.    The'      "^^^'^ItLanIJJ 
Committee  took  the   Vote  for  men  last  I      —„  ,     .  , 

night,  and  are  to  take  the  Vote  for  money  '  .  BJl  ,*?I.0XIt?nd  ^he  F™nJnd.  pro7l* 
loiight.  The  practice  is  that  the  general  I  T'p  <*  the  Licensing  Acts  to  Magistrates 
Ksion  shall  take  place  either  on  one  i  °f  *<***  of  £*&* ' in  ^cotland,  ordered 
or  the  other  of  these  Votes,  and  as  far  as  |  ?\ KIT*  /V"  I  S''  F°?a  »  I 
it  lay  with  me  I  have  given  ample  lati-  [  £hlIs^£on  (G°Van)'  Mn  Caldwell> im,i 
tilde  to  the  general  discussion  which  has  ! 1  r"  outtar- 
already  taken  place  on  the  Vote  for  men.  , 

It  cannot  be  said,   therefore,   that  the  ,        LICENSING  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
Money  Vote  is  to  be  dealt  with  in  one  '  (SCOTLAND)  BILL, 

night*  for  it  hte  already  been  dealt  with  i      „  To  extend  the  n  and  provi8ioils 

in  a  debate  extending  over  three  or  four  ,  o{  the  Licen8ing  A^te  ^  Magistrates  of 
nignta.  Police  of  Burghs  in  Scotland,"  presented, 

%r       tniiv  T»r.r^A.^>'iA     t     ,      •  i     i  and  re*d  the  first  time:    to  be  read  a 
Mil  JOp  REDMOM):  Is  the  right    8econd     time  Wednesday,     28th 

hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  not  a  single  ,  FebruarV)  alld  to%e  printed.     rfim  85.] 
speech  was  delivered  dealing  with    the  j  J  L  J 

money  question  ?  i 

SEA    FISHERIES    REGULATION  (SCOT- 
MJL   A.    J.    BALFOUR :    The    whole  ;         LAND)  ACT  (1895)  AMENDxMENT. 

tioucv  was  discussed 

*^    J  \      Bill  to  amend  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regu- 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  Will  the  Report  i  Jation  (Scotland)  Ac^  1895,  ordered  to  be 
stao*  he  taken  aftor  twplvn  oVWk  on  brought  in  hY  hir  William  Wedderburn, 
«ag^j^  taken  alter  twelve  o clock   on  ,  Mr  CromMe>  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Buchanan, 

*  .  and  Captain  Sinclair. 

Mr.  A,  J.   BALFOUR:    The  Report, 
stage  can  be  taken  after  twelve  o'clock.      j  SEA   F1SHERIES  REGULATION  (SCOT- 
I  LAND)   ACT  (1895)   AMENDMENT  BILL. 

1      "  To  amend  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regula- 

XEW  MEMBER  SWORN.  ,  tion  (Scotland)  Act,  1895,"  presented,  and 

John  Browulee  Lonsdale,  Esq.,  for  the  >  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 

County     of      Armagh     (Mid     Armagh  j  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th   March,  and 

Division).  |  to  be  printed.     [Bill  86.] 

i 

NEW  BILLS.  I        FACTORIES    AND    WORKSHOPS 
I   AMENDMENT  AND  CONSOLIDATION. 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS'      !      Bil1  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Law 


SUPERANNUATION. 
Bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  Act 
to  officers  and  servants  of  other  local 
authorities,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Major  Rasch,  Mr.  Hazell,  Mr.  Galloway, 
and  Mr.  Sinclair. 


LOCAL    AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Poor 


relating  to  Factories  and  Workshops, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Caldwell, 
Sir  Charles  Cameron,  Mr.  Pirie,  Mr. 
Souttar,  Mr.  Colville,  and  Mr.  John 
Wilson  (Govan). 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  AMEND- 
MENT  AND  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 

"To  amend  and  consolidate  the  law 
relating  to  Factories  and  Workshops, n 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 


Law    Officers'    Superannuation    Act     to    read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th 
officers  and  servants  of  other  local  autho-    February,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  87.] 
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BOILERS  REGISTRATION  AND  INSPEC- 
TION  (No.  2).  ' 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  Inspection  and  j 
Registration   of  Boilers,    ordered    to   be 
brought  in  by  Sir  William  Houldsworth, 
Sir  Edward  Gourley,  Mr.   Maclean,   Mr.  ; 
Provand,  Colonel  Denny,  and  Mr.  Leigh 
Clare. 

BOILERS    REGISTRATION     AND 
INSPECTION  (No.  2)  BILL. 

"  To  provide   for   the   Inspection   and  i 
Registration  of  Boilers,"  presented,  and  ' 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  7th  March,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  88.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ACT  (1882) 

AMENDMENT.  > 

Bill  to  amend  the  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1882,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  William  Houldsworth,  Sir  John  Dor- 
ington,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Lord  Edmond . 
Fitzmaurice,  Colonel  Lockwood,  and  Mr. 
Humphreys-Owen. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING     ACT    (1882) 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Electric  Lighting  Act,  ( 
1882,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ; ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time   upon  Wednes- ' 
day,  28th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  89.] 

WORKMEN'S  HOUSES  TENURE. 
Bill  to  make  provision  with  respect  to  the 
Tenure  of  the  Houses  of  Workmen  in  certain 
Employments,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Colville,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Souttar, 
and  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Govan). 

WORKMEN'S   HOUSES   TENURE   BILL. 

"  To  make  provision  with  respect  to  j 
the  Tenure  of  the  Houses  of  Workmen  in 
certain  Employments,"  presented,  and  : 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  i 
time  upon  Wednesday,  28th  February,  I 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  90.] 


ing  £13,000,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  additional  expenditure,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  war  in  South  Africa,  in 
respect  of  the  following  Army  services, 
namely : — 

£ 
Vote  1.  Pay,  etc.,  of  the  Army  2,400,000 
Vote  2.  Medical  establishments : 

pay,  etc 70,000 

Vote  3.  Militia:  pay,  etc.        ...     250,000 
Vote  4.  Yeomanry  cavalry :  pay 

and  allowances 5,000 

Vote  5.  Volunteer    corps :     pay 

and  allowances 15,000 

Vote  6.  Transport  and  remounts  5,000,000 
Vote  7.  Provisions,  forage,  and 

other  supplies 3,000,000 

Vote  8.  Clothing  establishments 

and  sen-ices      500,000 

Vote  9.  Warlike      and      other 

stores      1,600,000 

Vote  10.  Works,       etc.  :      cost 
(including  staff   for    engineer 

services) 150,000 

Vote  13.  War  Office  salaries  and 
miscel  laneous  charges 10,000 


Total... 
-[Mr.  Wyndham.) 


£13,000,000." 


SUPPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lovvther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Army  (Supplementary)   Estimates, 
1899-1900. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  am  obliged  to  demur 
somewhat  to  the  absolute  doctrine  laid 
down  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
as  to  the  scope  within  which  the  discus- 
sion of  this  Vote  should  be  confined.  It 
may  be  quite  true  that  in  the  ordinary 
discussion  of  the  annual  Army  Estimates 
it  is  convenient  to  the  House  to  take  the 
larger  discussion  of  policy  on  Vote  A,  and 
then  on  Vote  I,  which  contains  an  infini-* 
tude  of  details,  to  discuss  the  detailed 
proposals.  But  on  this  occasion  I  cannot 
accept,  subject,  of  course,  to  your  ruling, 
Mr.  Lowther,  the  doctrine  that  we  are,  in 
considering  a  Vote  for  such  an  enormous 
sum  of  money,  prohibited  from  consider- 
ing the  general  policy  on  which  the 
demand  is  made.  After  the  discussion 
which  has  proceeded  for  some  days  we 
are  able  to  look  upon  this  matter  in  the 
light  of  the  criticisms  which  have  been 
passed  on  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  we  are  better  able  to  under* 
stand  the  distinction  between  the  pro- 
posals which  are  permanent  and  those 
which  are  temporary.  With  ail  his  skill, 
my  hon.  friend  in  his  speech  the  other 
night  was  not  able  to  altogether  disen- 
tangle these  two  classes  of  proposals.  So 
far    as    the    temporary    provisions    are 
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concerned,  our  position — and  the  position, 
I  believe,  of  tne  vast  majority  of  those 
who  are  listening  to  me — is  perfectly 
clear.  Anything  that  is  necessary  for  the 
energetic  and  successful  prosecution  of 
the  war  we  will  give  without  stint  and 
without  measure ;  and  anything  that  is 
necessary  for  completing  the  military 
defence  of  these  islands  we  an?,  also  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  without  demur,  and 
without  being  too  minute  or  fastidious  in 
our  criticisms  of  what  may  Ikj  proposed. 
I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
•Secretary,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
another  place,  dwelt  a  little  too  much  on 
the  conjectural  and  experimental  nature  of 
these  proposals,  because  they  gave  colour 
to  the  conception  that  they  were  some- 
what of  a  haphazard  character,  put  forwanl 
without  such  full  consideration  as  should 
have  been  given  to  them.  I  am  sure  that 
was  not  their  intention.  The  case  is 
rather  that  the  Government  wish  to  use 
the  disposition  naturally  engendered  by 
the  war,  and  affecting  the  warmest  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  to  make — I  will  not 
sav  demand — but  to  make  arrangements 
with  regard  to  the  better  training  of  the 
Militia  and  the  Volunteers  which  would 
not,  perhaps,  l>e  possible  in  ordinary  times, 
and  which  may  be  somewhat  in  the  nature 
of  a  test  of  what  those  two  forces  may  be 
prepared  to  undergo  in  quieter  times. 
When  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  laid 
his  proposals  before  the  Committee  I 
ventured  to  express  a  fear  that  the  burden 
which  he  was  seeking  to  lay  upon  those 
forces  was  more  than  they  could  bear, 
because  the  Volunteers  are  men  occu- 
,  pied  in  business  of  various  kinds, 
and  not  having  the  disposal  of 
their  time.  The  Militiamen  are  also 
for  the  most  part  men  who  take  their 
two  or  three  weeks  training  as  an  annual 
holiday,  and  take  it  joyfully,  doing  their 
service  with  satisfaction  to  themselves 
and  with  benefit  to  the  country.  But  if 
those  two  or  three  weeks  are  extended 
the  men  might  be  altogether  unable  to 
serve.  To  that  extent,  therefore,  the 
alarm  created  by  the  proposal  in  the  first 
instance  was  perfectly  justifiable ;  but 
explained  as  it  is — and  it  was  explained 
at  the  time,  though  it  escaped  observa- 
tion— that  it  was  only  for  this  year,  by 
way  of  a  test  and  also  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  the  natural  patriotic  feeling 
in  military  matters  that  possesses  the 
country  at  this  moment,  I  think  there  is 
not   much   objection  to  be  taken  to  it, 


especially  as  all  those  arrangements  are  of  a 
purely  permissive  and  voluntary  character 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  affected  by 
them.  One  other  point  of  detail,  and  the 
only  one  I  will  refer  to,  was  raised  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean.  It  was,  I  think,  one  of 
the  most  important — namely,  that  in  all 
our  arrangements  with  regard  to  the 
constitution  and  recruiting  of  the  Army 
we  should  preserve  elasticity— that  with 
this  voluntary  Army  of  ours  there  should 
always  be  a  choice  of  the  conditions  of 
service  offered  to  those  who  wish  to  join 
the  Army.  Some  men  desire  to  make 
a  long  career  of  Army  service.  If 
they  are  suitable  men  let  them  do  it. 
Others  may  desire  to  go  into  the  Army 
for  a  short  time.  If  they  are  suitable 
men,  let  them  go  in.  I  would  go  further 
and  say  that  there  should  be  opportuni- 
ties at  certain  periods  of  their  training 
whereby  they  may  pass  from  one  of  these 
categories  to  another,  so  that  our  volun- 
tary Army  should  be  a  willing  service 
throughout.  The  Government  propose 
to  invite  a  large  number  of  time-expired 
men  of  suitable  age  to  revert  to  the 
colours  in  order  to  fill  up  the  immediate 
deficiencies  in  the  force.  That,  as  1  say, 
is  a  most  natural  and  also  most  useful 
part  of  the  propositi.  At  the  same  time 
I  suppose  these  men  will  go  on  for  pen- 
sion. In  either  case  you  are,  as  it  were, 
shifting  the  balance  of  the  Army  more 
in  the  direction  of  long  service.  I  think 
care  should  be  taken,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government,  that 
there  should  be  a  free  opportunity  for 
men  to  enlist  for  the  short  period  of  three 
years,  because  if  you  do  not  encourage  that 
kind  of  enlistment  at  this  moment  your 
Reserve  will  be  in  a  parlous  condition  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years.  It  has  been 
almost  emptied  at  the  present  moment, 
and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  particularly 
our  aim  to  encourage  short  service  now 
for  the  future  development  of  that  force 
which  has  proved  itself  so  useful  in  this 
emergency  and  has  earned  the  admiration 
of  the  whole  country.  I  wish  to  direct 
attention  now  to  some  of  the  larger 
aspects  of  this  question.  I  have 
been  amongst  the  first  to  declare 
that  we  should  concentrate  all  our 
attention  upon  the  immediate  situation, 
and  leave  the  consideration  of  the  future 
of  the  Army  to  some  better  and  fuller 
time,  and  to  some  calmer  opportunities  of 
discussion  :  but  views  and  doctrines  have 
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been    put   forward  which   call  for  some 
immediate  notice.     How  is  the  Army  of 
the  future  to  be  constituted,  what  addi- 
tion is  to  be  made  to  its  strength,  and,  as 
underlying    these    two    questions,   what 
estimate    are     we    justified     in     taking 
of    our    future    military    requirements  % 
These  are  problems  which  rise  before  us. 
There   is  no   need  to  contemplate  these 
questions  in  any  spirit  of  panic.     There  is 
no    occasion    for    panic  at    the    present 
moment.     There  is  a  piece  of  advice  with 
which  we  are  familiar-  -although,  I  think, 
we  quote  it  more  often  than  we  act  upon 
it — "  Let  us  clear  our  minds  of  cant."      I 
think  that  we  should  clear  our  minds  of 
panic.  We  should  steel  our  hearts  against 
panic,  for  there  is  no  occasion  for  it  at 
the    present    time.      I    see    that    many 
writers  and  speakers  express  alarm  and 
astonishment  that  we  should  be  put  in 
difficulties  by  two  little  fourth-rate  States. 
That  is   not  a  true  appreciation  of  the 
situation.      Putting  aside  altogether  the 
question  whether  the  Government  ought 
to  have  made  larger  preparations  for  the" 
war  than  they  did,  the  fact  remains  that 
the  war  is  a  more  difficult  war  than  was 
anticipated  in  any  quarter.     Why  ?     Let 
us  be  frank  and  honest  towards  our  oppo- 
nents. It  is  not  only  because  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  country,  but  because  of  the 
enemy   to  whom  we    are    opposed,    for 
I    venture  to    say    that,  man  for   man, 
there   is   no   country  in  the  world  that 
could  'produce  in  the  field  a  force  so  for- 
midable as   that   we  are   meeting.      To 
meet  it  we  have,  or  shall  have  shortly, 
a  force  in  South  Africa  of  nearly  200,000 
men.     That  is  a  fact  of  which  we  may  ; 
well  be  proud.      I    venture   to  say   that 
during  the  last  thirty  years  there  has  not 
l>een  a  man,  whether   he   be   an   Army 
reformer   or  an   Army  anti-reformer,   a 
critic  or  an  apologist,  who  has    contain- ' 
plated  the  need  of   this  country  taking 
from  its  shores  a  force  of  even  half  that 
number.     What  has  caused  the  degree  of  ! 
denudation  we  hear  of  is  that  we  have 
sent  away  not  only   what  we  regard  as 
our  largest  available  field  force,  but  we 
have  been  obliged  to  send  away  a  large 
part  of  the  force  we  relied  upon  for  the 
defence  of  these  shores.     Such  a  war  was 
never     contemplated     by     any     Army 
authority   I  have  ever  been  acquainted 
with,  and  equally  little  was  it  ever  con- 
templated by  those  exultant,  self-confident 
gentlemen   who  for  the   last   half-dozen 
years  have  been  piling  up  responsibilities 
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for  this  country  in   every  part   of  the 
world.      Everyone  is  conscious    of    one 
fact     in     these     debates,     that     there 
has    been   something    hanging    over    us 
— namely,    the    question   of   compulsory 
service.        Whether      you       regard     it 
as      a       will-o'-the-wisp,       or      as      an 
ogre,    or    as     a    sword     of    Damocles, 
or    as    whatever  figure    you    choose   to 
employ,  it  has  been  impending  over  us ; 
and  there  are  some  people  who  imagine 
that,  notwithstanding  the  disclaimers  that 
members  of  the  Government  and  their 
supporters  have  made,   these  conjectural 
expedients,  as  they  are  called,  which  have 
been  put  forward  have  been  expected,  if 
not    intended,  to    pave    the    way    and 
prepare  the  mind  of  the  country  for  the 
adoption   of  larger  and  more  strenuous 
methods.     Let  me  say  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  entertain  that  suspicion.     It  is 
too  Machiavellian  altogether  for  a  number 
of  English  gentlemen  to  entertain  any 
such  scheme.     I  do  not  believe  it.     I  be- 
lieve the  Government  honestly  rejected 
that  method  of  obtaining  sufficient  forces 
for  this   country.      The   Government  is 
one   thing  and   the    Prime    Minister  is 
another.     We  constantly  find  that  assur- 
ances are  given  by  the  Government  and 
that  then  at  some  early  opportunity  the 
Prime  Minister  throws  doubt  on  all  the 
assurances  we  have  received  and  takes  up 
doctrines  and  theories  which  have  been 
rejected  deliberately  by  his  colleagues  in 
the    Government.     The  Prime   Minister 
made  a  speech  last  night,  and,  so  far  as 
its  general  sobriety  and  general  tone  are 
concerned,  we  are  thankful  for  it.     But 
in  the  course  of  that  speech  he  oratorically 
shrugged  his  shoulders  and  talked  in  this  * 
way.     He  said  that  other  nations  depend 
upon  compulsory  service  and  we  stand 
alone  in  rejecting  it,  and  therefore  our 
1  resources    are    purely    conjectural ;    we 
have  no  examples  or  precedents  to  guide 
us  ;   the    difficulty  lies  in   the  form  of 
!  military   organisation    which    you    have 
deliberately  chosen  and  to  which  you  still 
adhere.     If  that  is  to  argue  against  con- 
!  scription   I   should   like   to   know   what 
I  arguing  in  favour  of  it  would  be.    "  Prac- 
tically,"    said    Lord    Salisbury — this   is 
iny  interpretation    of   his    words — "  we 
1  cannot     adopt     this     wise    and     bene- 
<  ficial   system    because  of   the   stubborn 
infatuation      and      prejudice      of      the 
British    people."      I   agree    as    to    the 
stubborn  prejudice  of  the  British  people, 
but  that  is  not  by  any  means  the  whole 
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case ;  it  does  not  stand  upon  that  alone. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  idea  of  com- 
pulsory service  is  repugnant  to  our 
people  ;  but  the  greatsr,  if  not  the  higher, 
more  forcible  and  more  tangible  objec- 
tion is  that  it  is  wholly  inapplicable  to 
our  Constitution.  There  is  no  analogy 
between  our  case  in  this  respect  and 
that  of  foreign  countries.  In  the  first 
place,  foreign  countries  have  not  colonies 
on  any  great  scale.  You  could  never 
take  a  conscript  and  send  him  to  garrison 
and  defend  a  tropical  colony  a  great 
distance  from  his  own  soil.  Then,  again, 
Continental  countries  have  to  guard 
against  the  conterminous  enemy  who  can 
hurl  over  the  frontier  his  legions  to  an 
extent  which  is  only  limited  by  the 
number  of  men  of  fighting  age  he  can 
put  into  the  ranks,  and,  therefore,  every 
country  has  to  lay  hold  of  every  available 
man  and  thrust  him  into  the  line  of 
tattle  in  defence  of  his  home.  How  do 
we  stand  1  We  are  surrounded  by  the 
sea,  and  we  have  the  Fleet  to  defend  us. 
It  is  said  the  Fleet  may  be  overwhelmed 
and  possibly  destroyed,  or,  at  all  events, 
overcome.  In  that  case  no  armed  force 
we  could  have  in  this  country  could  save 
us.  It  may  be  said  that  the  Fleet  may 
be  temporarily  disabled,  or  that  some 
ttdanuty  of  that  sort  may  befall  us. 
Then,  I  would  say,  take  half  a  dozen  of 
your  best  soldiers  and  half  a  dozen  of 
your  best  sailors,  and  let  them  estimate 
what  is  the  largest  force  that  could  in  such 
circumstances  be  landed  in  this  country. 
They  would  disagree  among  themselves, 
we  know  from  experience.  Take  the 
biggest  of  their  estimates  and  go  to  your 
skilled  soldiers  and  say — How  many  men 
do  you  require  in  order  to  overwhelm 
this  force?  Then  you  know  the  force 
that  is  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  But  supposing  you  have  con- 
scription, whether  for  the  Militia  or  for 
the  Line,  you  would  have  a  force  far 
larger  than  could  )>e  conveniently  placed 
in  line  against  any  invading  army.  In 
fact,  you  would  have  a  preposterously 
large  force  which  you  would  not  require. 
We  are  told  it  would  not  be  universal 
compulsory  service,  but  something  like 
the  ballot  applied  to  the  Militia.  I  am 
old  enough  to  remember  dim  echoes 
of  the  grievances  under  the  system  of  the 
Militia  ballot  many,  many  years  ago. 
Are  you  to  allow  substitutes  in  your 
system  of  ballot?  In  that  case  you 
merely  put  a  heavy  burden  on  the  poor 


man  from  which  the  rich  man  is  entirely 
relieved.  But  I  presume  you  will  not 
allow  substitutes.  Then  what  happens  ?* 
You  have  the  great  duty  of  the  personal 
defence  of  the  sanctity  of  our  country 
and  the  security  of  our  homes,  which 
ought  to  be  the  duty  of  every  man  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  committed  only  to  the 
few,  and  those  are  to  be  put  into  that 
position  by  what  I  should  say  is  com- 
pulsion tempered  by  the  ballot-box. 
Universal  conscription  I  can  understand, 
and  in  Continental  countries  it  may  be 
necessary ;  but  conscription  with  the 
ballot  seems  to  me  to  bo  nothing  but  a 
combination  of  the  press  gang  and  the 
roulette  table,  which  is  neither  a  very 
dignified  nor  effective  way  of  defending 
the  country  ;  and  the  application  of  any 
such  system  would  have  the  effect,  which 
it  has  had  in  the  experience  of  this 
country  in  previous  generations,  of,  if 
not  absolutely  wiping  out,  at  all  events 
greatly  impairing  tho  work  of  our 
voluntary  system,  so  far  as  that  existed 
alongside  of  it.  Now,  there  are  many 
other  arguments,  but  I  think  I  have  said 
enough.  If  compulsion  is  to  be  discarded, 
and  if  a  great  addition  to  our  forces  is 
required,  how  is  that  great  addition  to 
be  secured  1  The  Government  propose 
to  encourage  and  develop  the  voluntary 
home  army  of  defence.  In  that  policy  I 
entirely  agree,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  have 
the  approval  of  every  memberof  the  House. 
But  as  to  the  Kegular  Army,  what  are 
we  to  do  1  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  we 
are,  according  to  the  experience  of  many 
years  past,  almost  at  the  extreme  limits 
of  our  recruiting  resources.  It  comes 
and  goes.  Sometimes  we  have  a  good 
month,  sometimes  a  bad  month,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  labour  market 
and  other  circumstances  ;  but,  roughly 
speaking,  we  are  about  at  the  limits  of 
our  recruiting  resources.  The  recruiting 
business  is  always  a  nervous  business.  We 
are  never  quite  sure  if  we  will  get 
the  recruits  we  want.  At  present  we 
i^ke  our  men  from  tho  lower  and  less 
settled,  perhaps  more  adventurous  classes 
of  the  community,  which  has  this  one 
advantage,  that  we  abstract  little  or  the 
least  that  is  possible  from  the  wealth- 
creating  and  industrial  resources  of  the 
country.  But  as  I  have  said,  we  have 
well-nigh  got  to  the  limit  of  the  supply 
from  that  class  of  the  community.  What 
are  you  to  do  if  you  want  more  men  ? 
You     must      increase    the    pay,    it     is 
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said.  But,  if  you  are  going  to  increase 
the  pay,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood — 
and  I  am  sure  that  in  this  I  am  speaking 
the  opinion  not  only  of  civilians,  but  of 
all  soldiers  who  have  had  to  do  with  this 
matter — that  you  will  do  no  good  unless 
you  give  a  very  large  addition  to  the  pay. 
The  mere  giving  of  a  penny,  halfpenny, 
or  twopence  a  day  has  been  tried  again 
and  again,  and  although  I  will  not  say  it 
was  money  thrown  away,  it  has  had  no 


to  our  minds  !  But  how  can  we  confine 
ourselves  solely  to  them  ?  Have  we  no 
complications,  difficulties,  and  dangers  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  ?  Leaving  out  of 
consideration  other  continents,  let  us  look 
at  the  continent  of  Africa  alone.  Is 
there  nothing  in  'North  Africa,  in 
West  Africa,  in  East  Africa,  which 
may  not  at  any  moment  call  for 
the  use  of  troops  ?  We  have  gone  on  for 
some  years  anxious  apparently  for  one 


perceptible  effect.     If  you  want  to  have  |  thing  only,  namely,   that   we   should  l>e 
a  larger  supply  of  recruits,  you  must  tap  ■  beforehand  with  our  neighbours  in  secur- 


another  class  of  the  community  altogether; 
you  must  compete  in  the  well-paid  labour 
market,  and  if  you  do  so  you  will  have 
to  face  three  results.     In  the  first  place, 
you  would  incur  a  prodigious  cost ;  in  the 
second,  the  additional  money  paid  for  the 
existing  class  of  recruits  would  be  thrown 
away,  because  you  would  have  got  them 
at  the  present  terms;  and  in  the  third 
place  you   would   lose   the 
creators  of   wealth,   of    the 
you     would     take     from     that 
class.        It    may    be    necessary 
this  ;      but     let      us      at     all 
do  it  with   our  eyes  open ;  let  us 
stand  that  it  will  mean  a  heavy  burden, 
in  all  these   three    respects,    upon   the 
country.     But  is   this  necessary  ?     Our 
Army  must  be  based  upon  our  military 
requirements.        Our    military    require- 
ments   depend   upon   our  policy.      The 
Prime  Minister  said  last  night — 


"  I  do  not  admit  that  the  trouble  we  are  -now 
in  is  due  to  any  extension  of  the  Kmpire.  Our 
difficulties  arise  entirely  from  this  war  with  the 
two  Republics,  and  certainly  that  has  arisen 
out  of  no  extension  of  the  Empire." 


I  do  not  wish,  Mr.  Lowther,  to  raise  over 
again  the  controversies   that  are  in  full 


ing  the  possible  future  advantages  of  great 

undeveloped  countries ;  we  have  thought 

of  the  possible  advantages,  and  have  let 

the   risks  take   care   of  themselves,  and 

thus  we  have   mortgaged  our  strength. 

This  is  the  policy  whose  fruit  we  see  in 

the    present  difficulties.      Last    year    I 

ventured  to   express  my  doubts,  on  this 

very  ground  of   the   wisdom  of  our  great 

services,  as  I  enterprises,   brilliant    and    successful  as 

men   whom  |  they  were,  in  the  Soudan.     I  pointed  out 

higher  I  the  tremendous  strain  upon  our  military 

resources — the  difficult    and    dangerous 

position    it    may  develop    into    in    the 

course  of  time — involved  in  our  having 

a  great   equatorial  Empire  in  the  heart 

of     Africa.       Is     there    no     cause     for 

anxiety   there   now  ?     Is   there   no  one 

there   ready  to   take  advantage   of   our 

South  African  embarrassment  1     If  there 

is  not,  and  I  hope  there  is  not,  it  is  very 

i  fortunate   for  us.     Is  there  any  one   of 

!  these  possessions  or  spheres  of  influence 

!  for  which  we  may  not,  at  any  moment, 

I  receive  a  demand  for  troops  ?     But  it  is 

i  not,  however,  the  possible  demands  from 

localities  that  we  have  to  consider  mainly. 

I  It   is   rather  the  temper  and  disposition 

towards  us  which  the  line  of  policy  per- 


to    do 
events  ] 
under- 1 


existence  and  force   between  us  on    the  j  sistently   pursued    by    this  country   has 


subject  of  this  war,  but  I  am  afraid  there 
are  many  of  us  at  least  who  think  that  the 
extension  of  the  Empire,  the  acquisition 
of  fresh  territory,  is  certainly  to  be  found 
among  the  influences  which  led  to  this 
war.  As  I  have  said,  I  do  not  wish  to 
recall  that  matter,  which  has  been  debated 
at  considerable  length  already ;  but, 
leaving  that  aside,  do  our  difficulties 
arise  solely  from  this  war  with  the  two 
Republics  %  Suppose  we  could  cover  our 
heads  and  hide  from  our  eyes  with  a 
"  white  sheet"  the  rest  of  the  surface  of 
the  globe  except  these  two  Republics — if 
we  could  keep  out  of  consideration  all  the 
globe  except  the  British  Empire  and  the 
two  Republics,  what  a  relief  it  would  be 
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created  in  the  minds  not  only  of  Govern- 
ments, but  of  peoples,  with  whom  we,  the 
masses  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
have  no  interest  and  no  desire  except  to 
remain  on  the  most  friendly  and  cordial 
terms.  I  am  only  dealing  with  this 
question  now  as  it  affects  the  Army.  I 
am  quite  ready,  let  it  be  understood,  to 
assent  to  any  proposal  for  increasing  the 
Army,  in  the  way  of  building  up  deficien- 
cies either  in  any  particular  branch  of  the 
service  or  in  the  equipment  of  the  Army 
in  order  to  make  it  efficient  and  strong. 
But  what  I  wish  to  make  clear  before- 
hand is  that  we  shall  be  no  party  to  any 
such  alteration  in  the  character  of  our 
military  forces  as  may  be  designed  here- 
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after  to  facilitate  an  aggressive  or  words  as  read  would  certainly  have  been 
ambitions  policy.  Our  Empire,  Sir,  is  I  extremely  puzzled  to  extract  from  them 
vast  and  it  is  strong.  Why  is  it  strong  1  I  the  meaning  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Because  it  is  an  Empire  of  peace,  of  com-  j  man  put  into  them.  He  put  upon  them 
merce,  of  kindly  relations  between  self-  the  interpretation  that  the  Prime  Minister 
governing  communities.  It  cannot  be  |  of  this  country  was  ardently  desirous  of 
maintained,  this  great  Empire,  as  a '  instantaneously  introducing  a  system  of 
military  Empire,  ft  is  beyond  the  power  j  compulsory  service,  but  was  prevented 
of  man  to  do  it.  By  bringing  into  it  ,  by  the  crass  stupidity  and  want  of  public 
the  military  spirit,  by  making  a  great  I  spirit  of  his  countrymen.  I  do  not  think 
part  of  it  rest  upon  the  swore  I,  you  will  '  any  such  meaning  can,  by  any  process 
not  add  either  to  its  extent  or  its  j  of  interpretation  or  exegesis,  be  read  into 
strength.  On  the  contrary,  you  will  take  ]  Lord  Salisbury's  words.  There  was  a 
from  l»oth,  and  you  will  be  the  worst  i  speaker  in  another  place  last  night  who  did 
friends  of  the  Empire  which  you  profess  !  refer  in  language  almost  unambiguous  to 
to  serve.  '  the   subject  of   compulsory  service,  and 

1  who  indicated  obscurely,  but  not  unin- 
The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA-  j  telligibly,  that  his  leanings  were  in  that 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  ,  direction.  That  speaker  was  not  Lord 
E.):  Sir,  I  am  the  last  person  to  complain  of  I  Salisbury,  but  a  late  colleague  of  the 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  intervent  on  in  '  right  hon.  Gentleman,  not  named  by  him 
this  debate  ;  and  I  do  not  even  complain  in  his  speech,  but  against  whom,  I  rather 
that  he  has  chosen  this  rather  late  hour  in  '  collected,  almost  every  word  of  that 
the  debate  for  making  the  important  and  speech  was  directed.  The  right  hon. 
interesting  speech  which  he  has  just  given  \  Gentleman  advised  the  Government  to 
us,  because,  as  I  gather  from  h  s  speech,  I  put  into  one  room  six  of  the  most 
it  really    has  had    its   birth   and    origin  '  capable  sailors  and  six  of  the  most  capable 


not  in  any  of  the  debates  that  have  taken 
place  in  this  House,  but  in  an  important 
and  interesting  discussion  which  has'taken 
place  elsewhere.      But  let  me  begin  by 


soldiers  they  could  find,  and  to  ask  these 
representatives  of  the  two  great  services 
to  fight  it  out  amongst  themselves  and 
come  to  some  conclusion,  if  possible,  as  to 


congratulating  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  '  the  number  of  soldiers  which  any  foreign 
ar  all  events,  on  having  wholly  avoided  I  Power  could  land  on  these  shores  on  the 
one  fault  which  has  not  been  so  success-  '  supposition  that  our  fleet  at  sea  had  been 
fully  avoided  by  another  important  i  defeated  or  temporarily  decoyed  away. 
speaker  elsewhere.  I  was  glad  to  hear  i  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
that  there  was  no  note  of  panic  in  any  I  anticipated,  the  debate  he  wishes  to  get 
word  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  !  up  under  these  conditions  would  probably 
said  in  this  House.  He  did  not  come  |  prove  a  stormy  and  inconclusive  one, 
here  and  in  tones  trembling  with  emotion  |  and  he  did  not  contemplate  as  a  possi- 
tell  us  that  the  Empire  is  in  danger  I  bility  that  a  unanimous  verdict  would 
unless  we  mobilise  the  Fleet.  The  right '  be  given  by  this  particular  jury. 
hon.  Gentleman  looks  with  a  colder  and  I  But  let  me  remind  him  that  a 
saner  eye  on  the  present  position  of  the  i  calculation,  not  arrived  at  precisely  in 
country — a  position  of  great  and  un- 1  that  way,  but  arrived  at  after  an  inter- 
expected  difficulty,  which  we  are  bound  j  change  of  ideas  between  representatives 
to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  remedy  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Office,  has 
as  rapidly  and  as  effectually  as  possible.  I  long  been  made ;  and  that  the  general 
Nevertheless,  it  is  a  position  which  does  !  outcome  of  that  was  that  this  countrv 
not  justify  tones  of  panic,  least  of  all  from  '  ought  to  have,  in  order  to  make  itself 
any  gentleman  or  noble  Lord  who  has,  and  '  absolutely  secure  against  any  contingency 
deserve*  to  have,  the  right  to  lead  public  i  reasonable  men  could  contemplate,  three 
opinion  in  these  great  Imperial  matters,  i  army  corps,  as  well  as  a  siifficiency  of 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  i  forces  to  garrison  our  principal  arsenals 
to  discuss  the  question  of  compulsory  |  and  military  stations, 
service,  and  here  again  he  made  the  text  | 

of  his  speech  some  words  which  fell  from  i  *Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
Ix>rd  Salisbury  in  another  place.  He  was  mouth) :  Will  my  right  hon.  friend  say 
candid  enough  to  read  the  words  of  Lord  '  when  that  interchange  of  ideas  between 
Salisbury,  and  anybody  listening  to  these  >  these  departments  took  place  ? 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  it  was 
in  1888,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
has  been  any  change  either  in  the  military 
situation  in  Europe  or  in  the  balance  of 
power  between  European  nations  which 
has  rendered  that  estimate,  necessarily 
a  rough  one,  inadequate.  The  object  of 
the  Government,  acting  on  that  profes- 
sional conclusion,  is  to  find,  if  possible, 
ithese  three  army  corps  and  these  necessary 
.garrisons.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
pointed  out  that  by  the  very  nature  of 
the  case  that  cannot  rapidly  be  satisfac- 
torily or  effectually  done.  We  admit 
fully  and  freely  that  having  sent  out  this 
vast  number  of  men  to  South  Africa  we 
have  not,  by  the  nature  of  the  case,  in 
this  country  the  material,  in  a  sufficient 
state  of  trained  preparation,  that  we 
should  like  to  have.  We  have  never 
tried  to  hoodwink  the  public  upon  it,  we 
have  never  represented  our  position  as 
better  than  it  is,  but  what  we  have  said 
is,  "Given  that  position,  we  have  put 
a  plan  before  the  House  which,  in  the 
main,  we  do  not  think  the  criticism  of  the 
last  three  days  has  effectually  shaken." 
While  it  is  perfectly  true  and  natural, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  justifiable,  that  the 
scheme  of  the  Government  should  be 
received  without  enthusiasm,  without  any 
great  expression  of  satisfaction,  it  is 
equally  true,  and  even  more  important, 
that  nobody,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  been 
able  to  suggest  any  great  source  of 
strength  which  we  have  left  untapped. 
If  that  be  so,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  labour  any  further  the  details  of  the 
scheme.  But  one  point  has  been  raised 
which  I  must  deal  with  before  I  sit  down. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  attributed  our  present 
•difficulties  to  the  increase  of  our  Empire 
.and  to  the  new  responsibilities  which  that 
increase  has  brought  upon  us.  Sir,  is 
there  any  justification  in  the  facts  of 
contemporary  history  for  that  contention  ? 
I  myself  am  not  one  of  those  who  watch 
Imperial  expansion  wholly  without  mis- 
giving or  wholly  "  without  a  sense  of 
•anxiety."  I  think  it  is  necessary,  but 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  with  a 
light  heart.  But  when  I  am  asked 
whether  our  present  difficulties,  or  any 
difficulties  we  may  contemplate  in  the 
future,  are  due  to  that  expansion,  I  think 
■an  impartial  and  critical  survey  of  what 
is  going  on  in  all  parts  of  the  world  would 
lead  to  precisely  opposite  conclusions.  I 
/agree  that   Egypt   has   increased  our  re- 


i  sponsibilities.      That  has  been  admitted 

j  by  every  Imperial  politician  either  in  this 

I  country  or  out  of  it.     But  these  responsi- 

I  bilities  were   undertaken  nearly   twenty 

|  years  ago  by  a  Government  of  which  the 

\  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  member,  and 

j  I  do  not  believe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

or  any   section  of  the  party  to  which  he 

belongs  will  come  to  this  House  and  say 

\  our  Egyptian  responsibilities  are  responsi- 

,  bilities  out  of  which   we  should  creep. 

There    they  are,  and   wo  must    support 

them,  and   any    military  burden    which 

I  those  responsibilities  throw  upon  us  must 

I  be  cheerfully  borne.     But,  turning  away 

I  from  Egypt,   on    which   the    right   hon. 

Gentleman  is  in  harmony  with  us,  what 

,  colonial    expansion    has    there    been    of 

recent  years   which  can,  in  any  serious 

,  sense,  be  said  to  have  added  to  the  mili- 

j  tary  burden  of  the  Empire  1 

;      Mr.  WILLIAM    REDMOND   (Clare, 
E.) :  Rhodesia. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Does  the  hon. 
i  Gentleman  seriously  mean  to  suggest  that 
;  if  Rhodesia   had  not    come   within    the 
British  sphere  of  influence  we  should  have 
!  had  no  troubles  in  South  Africa  ?     This 
I  contest  between  us   and   the  two  Dutch 
Republics,    merely  looking    at  it  in   its 
military  aspect,  proves  that  not  Rhodesia, 
not   Natal,  but    the    possession  of    any 
j  colony   in   South    Africa    might   at  any 
moment   have   brought   us   into   conflict 
with  these  two  Republics.     We  are  told 
1  that  a  more  dexterous  diplomacy  might 
have  put  it  off.     I  do  not  agree  with  that. 
!  I  will  not   argue  it.     It  does  not  touch 
|  the  question  of  military  responsibility — 
indeed,  the  longer  the  contest  was  put  oif, 
!  from  a  military   point  of  view,  so  much 
,  the  more  obviously,  if  it  did  come,  would 
j  the  contest  be  a  burden  on  the  military 
resources    of     the    country.     How  does 
,  colonial    expansion   in    South  Africa  in- 
crease our  responsibilities  ?     What  great 
burden    has    it    thrown    on    our   Army 
system  ?     Although  we  did  not  know  it, 
,  and  it  was   concealed  from  us   and  the 
most  expert  military  critics,  inside  and 
I  outside    the  War  Office,  and    even  the 
1  omniscient  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
,  Forest  of  Dean-  -none  of  them  ever  sug- 
I  gested  that   one   reason  why  we  should 
augment  our     military    forces    in    this 
|  country  and   keep  them  in  the   highest 
state. for  immediate  action  was  that  we 
had  on  our  borders  a  not  friendly,  but 
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very  powerful  military  State  in  the  shape  \  another  place  were  not  schemes  lie 
of  the  Transvaal  Republic.  Again,  surely  j  tolerated  or  would  adopt,  but  never  from 
that  shows  that  these  military  responsi-  |  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  speech 
bilities  date  from  nothing  which  has  did  he  make  a  single  practical  suggestion 
occurred  of  recent  years,  but  from  that  ■  for  increasing  our  means  of  military  de- 
initial  operation  by  which  we  became  ■  fence.  In  that  it  seems  to  me  the  speech, 
possessed  of  our  colonies  in  South  Africa.  ;  of  which  I  otherwise  have  nothing  to  eom- 

:  plain,  suffered  from  a  disease  which  has 

Mr.     WILLIAM    REDMOND :     The  j  attacked    many    speeches    made   in   the 
raid.  \  course  of  these  debates,  that  they  have 

•  been  critical  but  not  constructive  ;  and  at 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  there  is  this  time  we  specially  want  constructive 
one  other  part  of  the  world  in  which  we  !  suggestions,  and  mere  criticism,  barren 
must,  I  am  afraid,  contemplate  an  in-  criticism,  is  largely  thrown  away.  We 
creasing  burden  of  military  responsibility,  have  no  bigoted  affection  for  our  plan.  I 
or,  at  all  events,  a  burden  which  time  is  '  do  not  for  a  moment  contend  that  it  will 
not  likely  to  lessen,  and  that  is  India.  Is  do  more  than  fill  up  in  a  not  wholly  satis- 
the  military  burden  which  India  throws  factory  way  the  great  gaps  the  war  in 
upon  us  due  to  recent  expansion  ?  Is  that  South  Africa  has  left  in  our  defence,  and 
d:ie  to  the  aggressive  policy  of  this  party  !  we  would  welcome  from  any  quarter  of 
i»r  that  ?  Is  it  due  to  the  greedy  appetite  the  House  practical  suggestions  by  which 
of  John  Bull  for  more  territory  1  No,  \  that  plan  might  be  improved. 
Sir.     It  arises  from  the   inevitable  pro- , 

gresa  of  events  in  Asia,  the  character  of  ;      Mr.    WILLIAM     REDMOND  :    Irish 
which  is  well  known  to  the  House.    That  i  Volunteers. 
luirden  of  military  responsibility  I  boldly  ' 

say  has  nothing  whatever  to  do,  is  not!  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  But  however 
even  remotely  connected,  with  any  expan-  valuable  speeches  may  have  been,  our 
rtrni  of  the  Empire  which  has  taken  place  '  hopes  of  constructive  suggestions  have 
within  the  memory  of  man.  Well,  then,  '  been  disappointed,  and  I  am  only  sorry 
surely  it  was  uiuiecessary  for  the  right  !  the  right  lion.  Gentleman,  making  as  he 
hon.  Gentleman  to  drag  these  anti- .  did  a  speech  wholly  without  party  bias, 
Imperialist  ideas  into  the  present  discus- ;  or  at  any  rate  not  couched  in  contro- 
sion.  If  he  believes,  as  he  tells  us  he  versiai  terms,  moderate  in  its  tenor  and 
believes,  that  our  responsibilities  in  admirably  free  from  any  note  of  panic  -I 
Egypt  are  there  and  must  be  recognised,  ;  can  only  regret  that,  making  a  speech 
if  he  telis  us,  as  I  believe  he  would  tell  '  having  all  these  merits,  the  right  hon. 
us,  that  it  is  our  boundcn  duty  to  main-  Gentleman  wa3  not  able  to  add  anything, 
tain  against  the  possibility  of  warlike  '  so  far  as  1  know,  to  the  scheme  we  have 
aggression  our  colonies  in  South  Africa,  ,  laid  before  the  House,  or  in  any  way  to 
if  he  tells  us,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  aid  the  Government  in  the  difficult  and 
tell  us,  that  our  Indian  Empire  must  be  (  heavy  task  which  has  been  thrown  upon 
safeguarded  against  the  possibility  of  ;  their  shoulders. 
aggression,  then  he  agrees  with  us  that  . 

the  many  divisions  of  our  Empire,  all  the  !  *Captain  NORTON  (Newington.  W.) : 
most  burdensome  in  a  military  sense  of  j  Now  that  we  have  had  the  opportunity 
<*\r  responsibilities,  have  nothing  to  do  i  of  considering  the  scheme  which  has  been 
with  the  expansion  which  he  condemns,  '  laid  before  us  by  the  Government,  and  the 
but  are  liased  deep  upon  incidents  in  the  !  further  advantage  of  hearing  and  reading 
hUtory  of  the  Empire,  they  are  rooted  ■  speeches  of  great  importance  made,  not 
in  the  past,  and  have  nothing  whatever  i  only  in  another  place,  but  also  here  by 
to  do  with  any  recent  transactions  for  '  the  Leader  of  the  House  and  the  Leader 
which  this  Government  or  our  immediate  '  of  the  Opposition,  1  desire  to  offer  a  few 
predecessors  are  responsible.  I  should  '  criticisms  with  reference  to  the  scheme  as 
have  been  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- !  a  whole.  I  think  it  will  not  be  denied 
man  had  ended  with  some  suggestion  as  ;  that  it  has  not  created  much  enthusiasm 
to  how  our  increased  responsibilities  throughout  the  country  at  large.  I  have 
should  be  met.  He  occupied  a  great  deal  j  no  desire  to  criticise  the  scheme  in  any 
of  time  in  showing  how  all  the  schemes  !  unfriendly  spirit,  but  the  scheme  as  a 
hinted   at    by    his    political  friends    in    whole,  as  it  has  been  developed  and  put 


255         Army  (Supplementary)         {COMMONS} 


Estimates. 


256 


forward  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  seemed  to  be 
very  much  like  the  prospectus  of  a  com- 
pany promoter.  It  consisted  in  a  great 
measure  of  "  castles  in  the  air,"  and  unless 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has 
some  fairy  godfather  I  fail  to  see  how  the 
scheme  he  developed  is  to  be  brought  into 
operation.  The  fairy  godfather  in  his 
case  may  be  said  to  be  ratriotism.  I  do 
not  deny  that  a  great  wave  of  patriotism 
is  now  passing  over  the  country.  But  if 
we  are  a  patriotic  people  we  are  at  the 
same  time  a  practical  and  businesslike 
people,  and  with  regard  to  some  of  the 
views  put  forward  in  connection  with  the 
Volunteers,  and  more  especially  in  con- 
nection with  obtaining  a  sufficient  number 
of  recruits,  the  anticipations  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  may  be  said  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  based  on  imagination.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  are  going  to  complain  of 
the  expansion  of  the  Empire.  I  believe 
you  cannot  avoid  the  responsibility. 
If  we  are  to  be,  as  we  are  now,  the 
greatest  commercial  nation  of  the  world, 
and  maintain  command  of  the  seas,  we 
cannot  do  so  without  great  risk  of  expan- 
sion of  our  Empire,  in  order  to  neutralise 
the  expansion  which  other  nations  seek. 
My  complaint  is  that  the  Government  of 
the  day  has  failed  to  take  this  state  of 
things  into  consideration  in  conjunction 
with  their  state  of  military  preparations. 
There  will  be,  I  am  afraid,  a  tendency  to 
go  back  to  the  old  happy-go-lucky  style 
without  initiating  a  scheme  of  complete 
reform  of  our  military  system.  I  desire 
to  look  at  the  scheme  from  twTo  points 
of  view — first  of  all  as  an  emergency 
measure,  and  secondly  as  a  scheme  of 
home  defence.  I  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  first,  what  is  the 
object  of  putting  in  this  110,000  men  as  ! 
being  still  in  the  country  belonging  to  the 
regiments  1  Does  he  not  know  that  of  this 
number  98,000  consist  of  immature  men, 
that  is  to  say,  l>oys,  and  of  men  invalided 
or  who  from  a  physical  point  of  view  are 
not  fitted  for  service  abroad  1  Under  those 
circumstances  there  would  not  be  any  | 
advantage  derived  by  the  forces  from 
having  a  large  number  of  men  not  fit  to 
go  to  the  front  at  the  present  moment. 
If  they  are  not  fit  to  go  to  the  front  in  I 
South  Africa  they  are  not  fit  to  defend  us 
in  this  country.  Then  with  regard  to 
the  fifteen  new  battalions,  where  are  they 
to  come  from?  Where  is  the  hon. 
Captain  Norton, 


I  Gentleman  going  to  get  50,000  men  in 
:  the  course  of  twelve  months  ?  Fifty 
I  thousand  men  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
j  up  those  fifteen  battalions,  together  with 
I  the  general  recruiting. 

;  The  UNDER  SECRETARY  ofSTATE 
1  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  I 
j  obtained  40,000  men  last  year. 

I  *Captain  NORTON:  Quite  so;  but 
;  how  many  will  be  wanted  this  year  ?  You 
|  require  15,000  men  to  form  the  new 
!  battalions,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  you 
j  want  sufficient  to  feed  the  army  in  South 
Africa.  We  may  have  to  send  out  another 
50,000  men  to  South  Africa,  and  shortly 
after  another  50,000,  owing  to  the  difficult 
character  of  the  country  and  the  difficulty 
of  safeguarding  the  lines  of  communica- 
tion, and  the  numtor  of  troops  required 
will  l>e  verjr  large.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  made  a 
suggestion  with  regard  to  recruiting,  but 
he  did  not  solve  the  question.  Now,  there 
are  others  who  believe  there  is  a  solution 
to  the  question,  and  that  solution  is  un- 
doubtedly to  have  a  Volunteer  army, 
which  shall  be  highly  paid,  and  to  have  as 
an  adjunct  to  that  army  forces  for  home 
service,  and  for  home  service  only.  I 
shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  Volunteer 
forces  and  the  Militia  will  anywer  that 
purpose  ;  but  is  it  possible  for  Volunteers 
the  necessary  time  to  become 
soldiers  1  My  suggestion,  there- 
that  instead  of  attempting  to 
the  Volunteers  and  Militia  in 
great  numbers,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  weed  out  those  who  cannot  follow 
up  the  plan  he  has  laid  down,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  the  Volunteer  force  would  be 
a  better  force  if  it  was  not  so  large,  but 
more  efficient.  Now,  the  standard  of 
troops  has  been  lowered  to  5ft.  2in.  in  order 
to  obtain  drivers  in  the  artillery,  who " 
do  the  hardest  work  in  the  Army.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  undersized  men  in 
the  country  who  are  not  fit  to  do  the 
work  of  artillery  drivers,  but  would  be 
of  undoubted  use  as  mounted  infantry. 
Does  it  not  occur  to  every  Member  of  the 
House  that  a  large  number  of  the  men 
Reserve  battalions 
settled  down,  and 
leave  their  present 
sake     of     the    £30 


to  give 
efficient 
fore,  is 
increase 


expected    to    form 
are    married    and 
are  not    likely   to 
positions    for    the 


bounty  which  it  is  suggested  should  be 
offered  1  Furthermore,  it  would  be  a 
very  expensive  force,  seeing  that  this 
bounty  means  a  sum  of  nearly  £1,000,000 
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added  to  the  Estimates.  As  regards  the 
Militia,  where  are  those  30,000  men,  of 
whom  that  branch  of  the  service  is  short 
at  the  present  time,  to  come  from  1  This 
question  of  producing  recruits  for  the 
Army,  Militia,  and  Volunteers  resembles 
a  game  of  "  post."  Certainly,  as  regards 
the  two  first  of  those  categories,  almost 
the  whole  of  the  recruits  come  from  the 
same  class;  while  as  for  the  men  in  the 


expected  to  discharge  them  efficiently 
As  far  as  the  question  of  home  defence  is 
concerned  this  scheme  is  a  transparent 
fraud,  and  is  merely  throwing  dust  into 
the  eyes  of  the  people  of  England.  You 
talk  about  400,000  men.  Those  400,000 
men  exist  only  on  paper.  They  have 
neither  transport  nor  guns,  and  the 
necessary  transport  and  guns  cannot  be 
produced  without  months  and  months  of 
Volunteer  artillery  coming  out  for  three  !  hard  work.  As  has  been  stated  before, 
months,  the  idea  is  preposterous.  Where  our  real  defence  lies  in  the  Fleet,  and  I 
are  the  men  to  come  from  who  have  hope  when  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
three  months  leisure  to  give  to  military  '  miralty  brings  in  his  Estimates  we  shall 
duties  in  the   course  of  the  year  ?     The 


course  ot  the  year? 
Under  Secretary  for  War  stated  that  his 
scheme  as  regards  the  Volunteers  had 
been  so  arranged  in  order  that  certain 
regiments  in  certain  districts — presumably 
mining  and  other  districts  where  men 
could  spare  the  time — might  l»e  able  to  go 
in  for  the  month's  training,  and  that 
where  battalions  could  not  go  for  the 
larger  period  they  might  go  for  the 
shorter  time.  It  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  even  in  this  year  and  under  the 


see  that  something  is  being  done  with 
reference  to  the  Reserve  Fleet,  and  the 
question  of  producing  a  full  supply  of 
men  to  man  the  fleet  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. There  are  other  matters  in  which 
the  Army  can  co-operate  with  the 
Navy.  I  take  it  as  a  foregone  con- 
clusion that  mine  fields  have  been 
laid  down  in  all  our  great  harlxMirs, 
and  that  steps  have  been  taken  to  place 
quiekfiring  guns  in  all  our  forts.  But- 
even  then  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 


present  circumstances  you  will  get  many  '  you  should  have  a  mobile  force  complete 

battalions  to  camp  out  for  more  than  one  .  in  all  particulars,  as  to  both  guns  and  to 

week,  and  then  it  is  only  right  that  they 

should  be    paid   handsomely.      1    would 

advocate  as  a  minimum  that  £1  per  man 

should  be  added  to  the  capitation  grant. 

As  regards  the  cavalry,  of  which  I  may  be 

presumed  to  know  something,  the  idea  of 

producing  these  proposed  extra  regiments, 

even  in  the  current  year,  is  ludicrous  to 


transport ;  otherwise,  in  the  event  of  a 
mishap  to  your  Fleet,  your  400,000  men 
in  the  auxiliary  forces,  including  the 
remnant  of  the  Regular  Army  still  with 
us,  would  be  perfectly  useless.  There  is 
another  point  to  which  I  have  not  yet 
alluded.  The  Volunteers  happen  to  be 
at  this     moment     75,000     below    their 


the  last  degree.  If  we  were  able  to  pro-  [  strength.  I  would  l>e  glad  to  know,  with 
cure  the  very  l>est  class  of  men,  the  men  j  the  present  crisis  in  view,  how  many  of 
most  likely  to  produce  cavalry  soldiers,  those  75,000  have  been  procured,  and 
the  most  efficient  cavalry  officers  in  the  :  whether  we  are  likely  to  obtain  that 
Empire  could  not  train  them  to  a  state  of  '  number  when  we  are  at  the  same  time 
efficiency  by  the  end  of  the  year.     There  ;  making  greater  demands  upon  that  force 


is  one  very  important  portion  of  the 
senice  which  has  not  been  alluded  to,  in 
which  I  take  some  interest,  and  the  defi- 
ciencies in  which  I  have  pointed  out  year 


both  as  to  efficiency  and  as  to  the  length 
of  time  the  men  mast  serve.  I  can  only 
say  that  if  the  Government  succeed  in 
sending  the  necessary  number  of  troops 


after  year — the  Army  Medical  Depart-  i  to  South  Africa,  in  filling  up  the  voids  in 
ment.  I  was  told  in  this  House  that  two  !  the  Militia,  at  the  same  time  creating 
army  corps  could  be  despatched  to  South  |  this  force  of  cavalry,  and  bringing  up  the 
Africa  complete  in  all  respects,  including  \  Volunteers  to  fidl  strength,  in  my  opinion 
the  Army  Medical  Department,  and  yet ;  the  miracles  of  Bible  history  will  sink 


no  sooner  has  war  broken  out  than  we 
have  to  draw  upon  the  civilian  element. 
I  do  not  mean  to  infer  that  the  civilian 
element   is  not  thoroughly  competent  in 


into  insignificance  compared  with  the 
miracle  which  will  then  have  been  per- 
formed by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
I  have  already  alluded  to   weeding  out 


all  respects,  but  there  are  administrative  '>  the  Volunteers,  but  may  I  venture  to 
duties  in  connection  with  the  Army  I  suggest  with  reference  to  that  particular 
Medical  Department,  and  those  who  have  !  service  that  some  attempt  should  be 
no  training  as  regards  administrative  j  made  to  form  a  Volunteer  reserve,  corn- 
duties    cannot    by    any    possibility    be  !  posed  of  men  between  the  ages  of  twenty 
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and  thirty-five  years,  who  shall  be 
bachelors,  get  a  larger  capitation  grant, 
and  be  drafted  into  what  I  will 
call  a  first-class  Volunteer  reserve. 
There  are  many  men  in  this  country  with 


many  non-commissioned  officers  have 
greatly  distinguished  themselves,  and  the 
country  is  waiting  to  see  when  they  are 
to  be  rewarded.  It  is  a  question  in 
which    the    country    feels    the    deepest 


fixed  occupations,  who,  while  they  loathe  .  interest.  There  are  many  men  in  the 
barrack  life,  would  be  extremely  anxious  !  non-commissioned  ranks  who  are  admir- 
to  see  active  service.  Many  of  these  men  !  ably  fitted  for  the  positions  of  officers,  and 
exist  in  the  Volunteers,  and  that  they  J I  would  suggest  that  those  who  have  so 
would  be  glad  of  such  an  opportunity  has  |  distinguished  themselves  should  be  pro- 
been  proved  by  the  way  in  which  they  .  moted  at  once,  or  with  the  least  possible 
have  volunteered  for  the  front  in  the  !  delay.  There  is  one  aspect  of  the  ques- 
present  emergency.  They  would,  of  !  tion  concerning  which  we  have  had  no 
course,  be  men  in  the  prime  of  life  and  of  I  information  whatever,  and  that  is  the 
the  highest  efficiency.  As  the  men  ;  question  of  the  expense.  Not  the  slightest 
married  or  their  avocations  became  such  '  indication  has  been  given  as  to  the 
as  to  prevent  their  going  to  the  front  i  approximate  cost  of  this  entire  scheme 
they  would  fall  into,  so  to  speak,  a  second  when  carried  out.  I  have  always  thought 
class  Volunteer  reserve,  and  be  liable  for  |  the  late  Commander-in-chief  of  the  British 
garrison  duty  at  home.  Then  I  would  Army  put  the  matter  very  concisely 
strongly  advocate  the  advisability  of  when  he  said  that  it  was  for  the  British 
forming  standing  camps  in  as  close  nation  to  consider  whether  they  were  pre- 
proximity  as  needs  be  to  the  large  centres  ■  pared  to  pay  the  blood  tax,  or  what  pro- 
of population,  so  that  there  should  be  ;  portion  they  would  pay  in  hard  cash.  Our 
great  facilities  for  Volunteers  to  go  under  military  expenditure  may  be  enormous, 
canvas  for  a  few  days  whenever  they  had  but  I  am  disposed  to  think  that,  all  things 
the  opportunity.  It  would  not  only  considered,  the  people  of  this  country 
please  the  Volunteers,  but  add  greatly  to  !  would  rather  pay  a  very  much  larger  sum 
their  efficiency,  if  some  officer  cognisant  j  in  taxation  than  be  obliged  to  undergo , 
of  the  views  and  ideas  of  that  force  was  any  form  of  conscription.  The  Leader  of 
put  upon  the  staff'  at  the  Horse  Guards,  \  the  House  said  that  the  scheme  had  not 
assisted  by  other  officers  equally  con-  '  been  shaken  in  any  respect.  I  think  he 
versant  with  the  Volunteer  movement,  takes  a  somewhat  hopeful  view  of  the 
But  the  most  important  pomt  concerning  situation.  Many  of  us  cannot  see  where 
detail  which  I  should  like  to  bring  to  the  j  the  men  are  to  come  from  to  fill  up  the 
notice  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  ques-  Regular  Army,  while  as  regards  the 
tion  of  the  supply  of  officers.  If  there  is  i  Auxiliary  forces  the  consensus  of  opinion 
one  thing  more  than  another  that  would  ;  throughout  the  country  is  that  the  scheme 
popularise  both  the  Militia  and  the  '  is  impossible.  However,  I  hope  the 
Volunteer  forces  as  regards  officers,  it  i  Under  Secretary  for  War  will  do  me  the 
would  be  the  giving  of  a  certain  number  \  honour  of  paying  some  attention  to  the 
of  commissions,  not  only  to  the  junior  ;  few  suggestions  I  have  ventured  to  offer. 
ranks,  but  here  and  there  a  certain  pro- !  I  think  he  will  agree  that  I  have  not 
portion  to  officers  in  the  higher  ranks  I  attempted  to  criticise  his  scheme  from  any 
of  those  forces.  There  are  many  |  party  point  of  view  or' in  any  really  un- 
men  now  serving  in  those  branches  of  the  i  friendly  spirit, 
service   who  by  accident  have  not  been  j 

able  to  enter  the  Regular  Army,  but  who  |  *Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) :  I 
would  make  great  sacrifices  to  do  so,  and  think  the  country  has  received  with  satis* 
it  would  certainly  give  a  tremendous  j  faction  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
incentive  to  the  entire  force  if  some  small  and  I  hope  measures  will  be  taken  to  put 
proportion  of  picked  men  in  the  Militia  ,  our  Army  in  as  strong  a  position  as  the 
and  the  Volunteers  were  selected  at  the  ,  Navy  has  been  put  in  recent  years.  When 
present  time  for  commissions  in  the  '  I  hear  that  the  Army  has  been  increased 
Regular  Army.  I  have  already  urged  the  :  by  twelve  battalions,  when  I  bear  in  mind 
advisability  of  promoting  men  from  the  I  that  last  year  the  increase  was  only  to  tike 
ranks,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  gave  me  j  extent  of  three  battalions,  and  even  then 
a  pledge  that  that  would  be  done.  But  j  there  was  a  great  difficulty  in  raising  then, 
several  months  have  now  elapsed  since  ;  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  we  are  to  : 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  during  which  j  increase  our  Army  by  twelve  battalioflS 
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we  shall  have  to  increase  the  rate  of  pay. 
The   hon.  Gentleman    has  already   said  ; 
-something  about  increasing  the  pay.     In  a 
year  like  the  present,  when  men  are  anxious  ; 
to  join  the  colours,  it  may  not  be  difficult 
to  raise   this  number,   but   in   ordinary  > 
years  we    shall    not  get  them  without 
making  the  pay  higher.     Throughout  the 
country    labourers    are    getting    higher 
wages  than  formerly,  and  when  we  have 
to  compete  with  lalxmr  we  cannot  expect 
them  to  join  the  colours  under  present ; 
conditions.     But  there  is  a  very  important 
matter  to  )>e  considered  before  we  increase 
the  Army,  and  that  is   we  must  build 
barracks  for  them.     I  remember  the  class 
•of   huts    at    Aldershot,   which   were  not 
fit  to  house  anybody.     They  were  erected 
after   the    Crimean   War,  and   had   been 
made   to  last  over  thirty  years.     There- 
fore,   I   say  that   before  we  raise  these 
twelve  new  battalions  barracks  should  be 
built   to   house   them.      Farm    labourers 
have  to  l>e  well  housed,  and  the  only  way 
to  get  them  is  to  give  them  good  nouses 
to  live  in.       I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
you  cannot   attract  men  to   the  colours 
unless  you     provide    them    with    good 
barracks.       \\  ith  regard  to  the  Auxiliary 
forces,  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Artillery 
is  to  lie  increased,  because  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  the  service. 
I  should  like   to   ask   if  my  hon.  friend 
intends  to  take    steps   to   provide  them 
with   modern  guns  and  ammunition.      I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  details  now  as 
to  the  ammunition  or  guns,  because  the 
country  is  now  at  a  very  critical  stage, 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  like 
to  expose   his  hand  to  foreign  critics.     I 
should   like  the  authorities  at  the  War 
Office  to  consider  what  would  have  been 
-our  position  at  the  toginuing  of  thij  war 
if  we   had  not  lnsen  able  to  borrow  guns 
from  the  Navy.     I  think  the  Army  ought 
to   have  a  very   good    reserve  of  guns, 
and     it    is    a     very     dangerous    policy 
to    borrow     from     the     Navy,    because 
in  certain  circumstances  the  Navy  might 
have  required  those  guns.  I  merely  throw 
this  out  as  a  suggestion,  for  this  war  has 
certainly  brought  home  to  us  the  fact  that 
unless  we  have  a  good  reserve  supply  of 
guns  and  ammunition  for  the  Army  and 
the  Navy,  we  might  find  ourselves  in  a 
very   serious  position  when    opposed  to 
foreign  countries.     It  has  been  said  that 
•the  Militia  have  to  go  out  for  five  or  six 
months  training.     This  is  an  exceptional 
year,  and  I  have  no  doubt  employers  will 


allow  them  to  go.     I  understood  also  that 
in  future  years  the    Militia    period   of 
training  is  to  be  increased,  and  instead  of 
going  out  for  twenty-eight  days  they  are 
to  go  out  for  about    three  months.     1 
hope   my  hon.  friend   will  clearly  state 
whether  that  is  not  the  intention.      That 
is  the  impression  in  the  country,  because 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
asking  if  it  is  true  that  the  Militia  have 
to  go  out  for  three  months,  and  stating 
that  if  it  is  so  it  would  be  impossible  for 
farm  labourers  to  join  the  Militia.     If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  make  it  clear  that  it 
is  only  in  case  of  emergency  that  this  is 
so,    I  think  it  will  tend   to   assure   em- 
ployers throughout  the  country.      Thore 
;  is  now  a  very  strong  patriotic  feeling  in 
the  country,    but    I  believe  that  at  the 
present  time  the  Militia  are  30,000  short 
of  their  establishment,  and  employment  is 
good  in   all  parts  of   the  country.      Of 
course  when  there  is  an  emergency  like 
the  present  and  the  men  are  called  for,  1 
have  no  doubt  that  they   will  respond 
readily  to  the   c*U,  but  when  wages  are 
higher  in   all  other  industries,    so    the 
!  wages  of  the   Militia  will   have    to    be 
higher  before  you  can  substantially   in- 
crease the  service.     I  desire  to  ask  my 
hon.  friend  what  he  proposes  to  do  with 
the  reserve  of  officers,  for  at  present  there 
are  a   great    many    men    who   retire    in 
the     prime     of     life.      1     heard     of     a 
man,  forty-two  years  of  age,   who    is  a 
retired    captain   in    the  Army.       Surely 
such  gentlemen  in  the  reserve  of  officers 
ought  to  be  called  up  to  be  officers  in  the 
.  Auxiliary   forces,   or   to   serve    in   some 
other  department.     A  great  many  of  our 
retired  officers  are    receiving    high  rates 
of  pensions,  and  are  doing   nothing.     If 
you  encourage  them    by  a    payment  of 
about  another  £50  a  year  they  would,  no 
doubt,  be  glad  to  undertake  this  work. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  would  be  a 
.  much    wiser     policy    to    employ     these 
officers,  if  not  in  our  Regular  forces,  at 
any  rate  to  officer  the  Auxiliary  forces. 
My    hon.    friend   alluded    in    his   speech 
,  the  other  night  to  the  country  gentlemen, 
and  said  he  hoped  they  would  stand  by 
the  Government  in  this  emergency  and 
try  and  supply  men  to  the  Volunteers. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  country  gentle- 
men have  done  that.     Men  have  Hocked 
to  the  colours  of  all  kinds,  and  I  know 
rich  men  who  have  gone  out  to  South 
Africa  to  serve  as  ordinary  troopers  in 
the  Yeomanry,  and  all  honour  to  them 
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for  doing  so.  I  know  of  farmers'  sons 
who  have  given  up  their  business 
and  joined  the  Yeomanry  to  fight  the 
battles  of  their  country,  and  the  men 
of  all  classes  in  the  rural  districts  have 
nobly  responded  to  the  call  of  duty,  and 
I  believe  that  in  any  year  of  emergency 
my  hon.  friend  may  call  upon  them  to 
join  and  they  will  readily  do  so.  When 
my  hon.  friend's  turn  comes  to  make  a 
speech  I  hope  he  will  state  clearly  that 
when  these  men  are  called  upon  to  join 
the  colours  and  go  out  for  five  or  six 
months  it  is  only  in  case  of  an  emergency, 
and  that  the  Volunteers  are  to  go  under 
canvas  for  one  month  only  this  year, 
and  that  in  after  years  they  will  not  be 
asked  to  go  under  canvas  for  a  longer 
period  than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  It  seems 
to  me  that  in  the  speeches  we  have  heard 
up  to  the  present  we  are  having  a  rehash 
of  the  debate  which  has  been  now  ex- 
tended over  three  days.  Our  object  to- 
night is  to  vote  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
asked  for  by  the  Government  for  this 
war,  and  I  should  like  to  draw  attention 
to  the  amount  of  this  Vote  in  order  that 
we  raa}r  do  our  duty  in  regard  to  these 
large  sums  which  have  to  be  paid  by  this 
country.  It  is  said  that  the  country  is 
willing  to  pay  anything  that  is  necessary 
for  the  war,  but  this  does  not  do  away 
with  the  right  of  criticism  on  our  part  as 
to  the  amount,  and  as  to  the  form  in 
which  the  Vote  is  asked  for.  I  have  tried 
to  get  some  answer  from  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  with  regard  to 
the  particulars  which  have  been  given  to  ! 
the  House,  but  so  far  the  answer  I  have  j 
received  is  very  unsatisfactory.  They  j 
make  one  thing  clear,  and  that  is  that 
with  regard  to  the  particulars  of  the  ex- 
penditure which  we  may  obtain  this 
afternoon  we  shall  be  unable  to  get  suffi- 
cient information  to  enable  these  matters 
to  be  fully  considered  by  this  House.  The 
hon.  Member  told  me  yesterday  that  details 
of  every  sixpence  of  the  expenditure  would 
be  published.  The  particulars  would, 
however,  be  published  about  two  years 
hence,  and  I  do  no-,  think  anyone  will 
consider  it  worth  while  to  liscuss  them 
then.  Therefore,  let  us  take  tin  only 
opportunity  we  have  got,  and  bok  at 
this  large  sum,  and  perhaps  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  able  to  throw  a  little 
more  lig'it  upon  it.  The  Vote  is 
for  £13,000,000,    but   Ihe  Paper    deals 

3/r.  Jeffreys, 


jwith  £23,000,000,  which  includes 
,  £10,000,000  voted  in  the  short  session 
,  last  year.  The  original  Estimates  amounted' 
,  to  £20,000,000,  but  now  the  Estimates. 

are  increased  to  £43,000,000.     I  think 

some  idea  of  the  necessity  for  further 
1  information  on  the  subject  will  be  obtained 
|  if  hon.  Members  will  look  at  the  large 
!  book  published  containing  full  details  of 

the  Army  Estimates  in  regard  to  the 
I  expenditure    of    the    first    £10,000,000,. 

whereas  we  get  nothing  but  this  wretched 
I  little   leaflet — which   is  a  mere  skeleton 

outline— about  the  other  £13,000,000.  I 
'  would  like  to  ask  one  or  two  questions 
1  about    this.     How    has    the   amount  of. 

£23,000,000  been  fixed  upon  ? 

;  *The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order!! 
;  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  speak 
j  about  the  £13,000,000,  but  he  cannot  go 
i  back  to  the  £10,000,000,  because  that, 
haa  already  been  disposed  of. 

j      Mr.  LOUGH  :  Then  I  desire  to  know 
how  this  £13,000,000  has  l>een  arrived  at. 
!  The  hon.  Member  told  us  that  the  first. 
£10,000,000     was    based   on     estimates. 
1  made  when  this  question  was  first  brought* 
i  before  the  House.     But  all  the  estimates 
of  the  Government  have  been  wrong  in 
I  regard  to  this  war,  and  surely  some  more 
i  details  should  be  given  to  us  of  the  basis 
'  upon   which    this    large  sum    has   been- 
j  arrived  at.      I  would  just  like  to  draw 
I  attention  to  the  form  in  which  the  pax- 
j  ticulars  are  given  to  us.     It  is  a   sort 
|  of  imitation  in  blank  of  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. There  are  altogether  thirteen  Votes* 
in  the  Army  Estimates,  and  all  of  them' 
are  increased  in  this  Paper.   Some  of  them 
are  increased  by  very  large  amounts,,  audi 
amounts  so  large  that  surely  some  further- 
explanation   ought  to    be    given    about 
|  them.      Vote   L  is  increased  by  about 
j  £3,000,000,   and  I  would  like  to  ask  a. 
little  information  on  this  subject  of  the? 
I  pay  of    our    soldiers.      How    has    this* 
I  excess  been    arrived,  at  1    Perhaps-  oviy 
£2,000,000  refers  to  the  present  VofeL 
but  wherever  the  excess  may  be,  I  should 
like  to  know  something  about  the  cal- 
culation that  has  been  made.     I  am  suifr 
the  country  would  like  to  know  a.  little 
more  about  the  question  of  the  pay  of 
the  soldiers.     One  of  the  most  effective*  j 
ways  of    getting    men    for    the    Army] 
would  be,  without  going  so  far  as  to  pay , 
them  en  the  scale  ef  artisans,  to  show 
little  move  liberality  in  the  pay  of  th»J 
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•soldiers.  That  is  a  question  which  comes 
up  very  strongly  in  connection  with  the 
arrangements  being  made  in  regard  to 
the  present  war.  I  desire  to  ask  how 
will  the  Volunteers  and  Yeomanry  and 
other  additional  forces  sent  out  be  paid  1 
With  regard  to  the  colonial  troops,  will 
they  be  paid  by  this  country  as  well  as 
by  the  colonies  ?  Allusion  has  already 
been  made  to  this  subject,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  some  more  information 
upon  it. 

Mr.  WYXDHAM  :  It  has  been  under- 
stood throughout  that  they  will  be  paid 
from  the  Imperial  revenue. 

11k.  LOUGH  :  I  was  going  to  say  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  allusion  to 
this  point,  but  his  interjection  shows  that 
he  deprecates  criticism  on  this  question. 

Mr.  WYXDHAM  :  I  do  not  deprecate 
criticism.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  an 
alternative  proposal  let  him  state  it,  but 
let  him  not  suggest  that  I  have  not  given 
facts  when  I  have  given  them. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  have  not  the  slightest 

intention     of    reflecting    on     the     hon. 

Gentleman.     There  is,  however,  a  great 

deal  of  dissatisfaction  in   the  minds   of 

ordinary  soldiers  because  they  are  only 

getting      a      small     amount     of      pay 

iwhile    they     are     fighting    with    equal 

gallantry  with  other  men  receiving  four  ' 

or  five  times  more  pay.     I  may  have  been 

misinformed,  but  I  am  told  that  is  true, 

and     if     the     hon.     Gentleman     would 

throw    some    light  on  it   it    would    be 

-a  considerable    satisfaction.       Anything 

which   tends  to  create  dissatisfaction  in 

the  minds  of  men  fighting  for  the  country 

should,  if  possible,  be  avoided.     I  observe 

;that   the   Vote   for  medical  services    is 

increased  by  £70,000,  making  in  all  an 

increase  of  XI  20,000.       I  am  sure  the  , 

country  would  like  a  little   information 

regarding   this    Vote.       I   have  already  < 

observed  that  the  hospital  work  is  being 

well  done,  and  that  those  great  surgeons 

who  have  gone  out  deserve  a  great  deal  of 

credit.     But  the  amount  now  asked  for 

appears     very    small     considering     how 

disastrous  the  war  has  been.      I  cannot 

think  that  £70,000  now  with  £50,000 

'before  is  sufficient,  considering  the  extra 

work      which    has    been    and    will    be : 

•thrown    on    the     Medical    Department 

iup  to  March  31st,  and  I    would    ask  ! 


the  hon.  Gentleman  to  tell  us  how 
this  estimate  has  been  arrived  at.  There 
,  are  three  other  Votes  to  which  I  will 
jointly  refer  —namely,  the  Votes  for  the 
Militia,  the  Yeomanry,  and  tha  Volun- 
teers. I  am  astonished  that  the  Vote  for 
the  Yeomanry  is  increased  by  only 
£5,000,  and  that  for  the  Volunteers  by 
only  £15,000,  up  to  March  31st.  After 
all  we  have  heard  in^these  debates,  these 
increases  seem  to  me  to  be  extremely 
small,  but  perhaps  the  smallness  of  the 
items  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
the  pay  is  included  in  another  Vote. 
Still  I  think  the  increase  for  the 
Yeomanry  is  exceedingly  small,  and  1 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  throw 
some  light  on  it.  That  increase  is  as 
strikingly  small  as  the  next  Vote — the 
Vote  for  transport — is  strikingly  large. 
An  increase  of  £5,000,000  is  asked  for 
transport,  making  £10,000,000  alto- 
gether. We  have  not  had  any  explana- 
.  tion  of  this  Vote.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
referred  to  in  October,  and  some  details 
regarding  it  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
Committee.  There  have  been  some  very 
unpleasant  criticisms  regarding  the  inade- 
quate arrangements  for  the  transport  of 
horses,  and  in  some  of  the  transports 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  suffering  and 
many  horses  were  lost.  I  believe,  how- 
.  ever,  there  has  been  a  considerable  im- 
provement, and  if  some  details  were  given 
as  to  the  steps  taken  to  provide  suitable 
transports  they  would  be  received  with 
satisfaction.  In  connection  with  this  Vote 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  criticism  as 
to  the  ships  which  were  chartered,  and 
the  very  extravagant  rates  which  were 
paid,  but  I  can  imagine  the  difficulty  of 
getting  everything  ready  in  a  hurry. 
However,  a  statement  as  to  the  principle 
on  which  the  Admiralty  and  the  War 
Office  acted  in  the  matter  would  be 
acceptable.  The  only  other  item  to 
which  I  wish  to  direct  attention  is  the 
increase  for  arms  and  ammunition.  I 
wish  to  ask  if  the  chief  expenditure  has 
been  at  Woolwich,  and  if  at  Woolwich, 
has  the  staff  been  greatly  increased  or  has 
it  worked  a  longer  number  of  hours. 
In  putting  these  questions  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  readily  appreciate  that  the  money 
cost  of  the  war  is  the  smallest  cost.  The 
country  has  incurred  a  far  greater  cost  in 
loss  of  life ;  but,  nevertheless,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  us  information  on 
the  points  I  have  mentioned  it  would  be 
received  with  satisfaction. 
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Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  do 
not  wish  to   criticise  the   Estimates  in  ' 
any   way,  because   I  am    quite  satisfied 
that  all  the  country  desires  is  that   the 
Government  should  ask  for   everything 
necessary    in   order   to  bring    this   war 
to    a    complete    and     satisfactory     ter- 
mination.     I    should   like,   however,   to 
say    that   I   consider    this    arrangement 
entirely  as  an  emergency  arrangement. 
I  consider  that  this  Targe  expenditure — 
which    I   think  not  too  large — must  be 
regarded  as  an  emergency  expenditure, 
and    that    the   country   feels   that  it  is 
voting    this    money    willingly    and    un- 
grudgingly on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  when  the  war  is  over  there  will  be  a 
complete  inquiry  into  everything  that  has 
taken  place.     There  are  many  questions  ; 
which   we   have   no  right  in  the  public 
interest   to   inquire  into  at  present,  but 
which  we  are  bound  to  inquire  into  later, 
not  factiously,  but  with  a  very  serious 
mind,  and  in  voting  for  this  money  and 
for  everything  else  the  Government  want  '' 
to  carry     on    the     war    I     am    voting 
on     the     distinct     understanding     that ! 
all      these      arrangements      are      tem- 
porary,     and      that     when      the      war 
is  over  there  will  be  a  complete  inquiry 
into  all  these  matters.     Nothing  less  will 
satisfy  the  country.     To  suppose  that  the 
scheme  before  us  is  for  the  future  manage- 
ment of  our  Army  seems  to  me  quite  out 
of  the   question.      Everyone   will    agree 
that  the  various  items  which  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  said  were  to  be  perma- 
nent should  be  permanent  in  any  scheme, 
such   as  the   large  increase  in  artillery, 
which  was   obvious.      But  what   I  feel, 
and  what  I  am  sure  my  constituents  feel, 
is   that   in    doing    everything    wo    can 
to    support    the    Government    we    dis- 
tinctly understand   that  as  soon   as  the 
war  is  over   there  must  be  a  complete 
investigation,  and  that  steps  will  be  taken 
to    render   it    impossible   that  the   mis- 
fortunes which  have  happened  in  this  war 
shall  happen  again. 

Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  stated  this  evening  that  he  always 
endeavoured  to  give  information  courte- 
ously. For  my  part,  and  I  think  I  may 
also  speak  for  my  colleagues  in  the  matter, 
we  have  never  received  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  anything  but  courtesy.  Our 
experience  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  goes 
back  to  the  troubled  days  when  he  was 


private  secretary  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  at  the  Irish  Office,  and  I  think  I  may 
say   without  fear  of  contradiction   that 
even  in  those  days  our  communication* 
to  him  were  always  treated  with  courtesy.. 
I   have   listened   for  many   years  to  the 
criticisms    passed     in     this     House     by 
military     Members     and     others     with 
regard     to     the     military    organisation- 
of  this  country.     There  was  one  test  a* 
to  whether  these  criticisms  were  valuable 
or  not,  and  that  test  was  the  stern  reality 
of   war,    not  with   Dervishes,    but    with 
a  civilised  foe,  and  I  am  bound  to  admit 
that  the  actual  reality  of  war  has  proved 
that      these     criticisms,     and      perhaps 
especially  the  criticisms  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast,   had  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  them      I  think  the  Government 
will    have  very    little  or  no  trouble  in 
getting  this  sum  or  any  other  sum  they 
ask  for  during  the  war  fever.     For  my 
part  I  regret  it,  but  I  know  that,  whether 
the  Government  are  right  or  wrong,  hoiu 
Members    will    support    them.       As    a 
man     said     to    me,     "  It     is    all     very 
well    to    support  your  friends,  but    the 
support  we  want  is  to  be  supported  whea 
we  are  in   the  wrong."     What   has   this 
country  to  gain  by  this  war,  and  this  vast 
expenditure  ?     It  has   no   glory  to  gain 
from  an  unjustifiable  and  unwarrantable 
war,  which    was  entered  into  in  the  in- 
terests not  of  the  people,  but  of  the  capi- 
talists of  this  country.     I  must  say  that 
the  criticisms  of  hon.  Members  in   this- 
House  have  been  free  from  the  vulgarity 
i  prevailing   in  this   country    at    present*. 
Hon.  Members    have    not    endeavoured 
!  to   run  down   the    merits    of  their  foey 
and      I      think    it     is    only     dignified 
and    honourable    that   the  Boers  should 
be  regarded  as  a  foe  worthy  of  your  steel. 
:  I  trust  a  large  part  of  the  money  voted 
will  be  devoted  to  medical   appliances. 
|  The  Boers  have  proved  themselves  not 
!  only  brave  but  humane.    Their  treatment 
I  of  the  British  prisoners  who  have  fallen 
'  into  their  hands  redounds  to  their  credit, 
|  and  their  consideration  for  them  has  been 
1  greater  than  you   have   shown    towards- 
Boer  prisoners.      You   have    put   these 
!  Boer  prisoners  on  board  ship,  where  they 
j  have  little  or  no  exercise,  and  the  very 
!  fact  of  being  on  board  ship  is  a  penalty 
i  to  some  people.     I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
1  the  First  Lord   say  that  arrangements 
|  have  been  made  for  placing  these  Boer 
prisoners  on  land,  and  I  only  regret  that 
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these  were  not  made  long  since.  The ' 
treatment  which  the  Boers  have  meted 
out  to  your  prisoners,  and  the  dignified 
reception  they  have  given  them  in  Pre- 
toria, prove  that  these  men,  heroic  and 
gallant  in  the  field,  know  how  to  behave 
to  brave  men  who  fall  into  their  hands. 
Of  course,  we  hear  stories  of  the  Boers 
tiring  on  the  white  flag.  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  believe  them.  I  firmly  believe 
that  many  of  these  incidents  occurred 
from  misapprehension ;  and  coming  from 
a  country  which  has  lieen  maligned  in 
the  same  manner,  we  on  these  benches 
discount  a  good  many  of  the  reports  of 
outrages  by  the  Boers.  I  want  to  know 
what  praise  is  to  be  gained  by  this  war  ? 
Had  anyone  told  you  last  October 
that  the  Boers,  who  had  then  invaded 
your  territory,  would  be  still  there  at  this 
<iate,  you  would  have  said  he  was  a  fool. 
The  Boers  have  proved  themselves  worthy 
of  independence,  and  of  their  share  of 
victory,  which  I,  for  my  part,  hope  thev 
will  obtain  in  the  struggle  in  which 
they  are  now  engaged  It  may  be 
asked  what  interest  we  Irish  Members 
have  in  this  war?  Well,  wo  have 
a  very  substantial  interest-  a  dismal 
interest  as  well— that  Irish  blood  is 
being  poured  out  on  both  sides  iu  what 
we  believe  to  be  a  most  unjustifiable  war. 
If  diplomatists  had  used  the  language 
which  soldiers  in  this  House  have  used 
we  would  not  have  l>een  at  war  to-day  ; 
lmt  the  melancholy  fact  is  that  the  diplo- 
matic language  and  speeches  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  were  worthy  of  a  Cheap 
•lack. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
knows  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  enter 
into  that  question.  I  have  mentioned 
that  several  times,  and  he  must  confine 
himself  to  the  Vote  under  discussion. 

Mr.  POWER  :  I  recognise,  Mr. 
I/)wther,  what  you  have  said,  and  I  will 
try  and  confine  myself  to  the  lines  you 
have  laid  down.  In  this  large  Vote  we 
are  asked  to  pass  I  find  a  considerable 
sum  for  Volunteers.  Well,  in  that 
matter  we  have  no  interest,  although  we 
shall  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  piper  for 
your  Volunteers.  I  suppose  it  will  be 
recognised  that  the  Protestant  Volunteers 
iu  Ireland  in  1782  produced  Grattan's 
Parliament,  and  if  those  Volunteers  had 
not  been  disbanded  the  Union  would  not 
have  been  carried.     We  are  called  upon 


to  pay  an  enormous  proportion  of  the  cost 
of  this  war,  with  which  we  have  no 
sympathy ;  and  the  most  aggravating 
part  of  it  is  that  you  know  you  are 
calling  upon  us  to  pay  an  unfair  pro- 
portion. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  adhere  to  the  ordinary 
rules  of  debate.  If  he  does  not  intend  to 
approach  the  Vote  under  discussion  he 
must  resume  his  seat. 

Mr.  POWER :  We  all  know  that  we 
pay  a  proportion  of  this  Urge  sum  which 
is  absolutely  beyond  our  capacity ;  but  if 
you,  Mr.  Lowther,  lay  down  the  ruling 
that  I  cannot  enter  on  to  that  subject  I 
will  not  persevere.  My  hon.  friends 
beside  me  think  it  their  duty  to  protest 
by  every  means  in  their  power  against 
this  war,  which  we  believe  might  have 
been  avoided,  and  which  is  bringing 
untold  suffering  on  many  of  our  people. 
Whether  it  l>e  pleasant  or  unpleasant,  we 
will  be  bound  to  vote  at  every  opportunity 
against  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which 
brings  you  no  glory,  and  us  unl>earable 
expense. 

*Mu.  PKNN  (Lewisham):   The  Under 
Secretary  for  War  has  spoken  of  the  very 
large  increase  in  the  artillery,  the  supply 
of    which   is    putting     pressure    on   the 
Department  at  Woolwich.     I  would  sug- 
gest that   the  supply  of  guns   might  be 
met  by    tapping  fresh    sources.      It   is 
within  my  own  knowledge   that   at  the 
time  of  the  Crimean  War  a  large  demand 
was    made    on    the  marine   engineering 
firms  in  this  country — so  large  that  they 
were  unable  to  meet  it  themselves.    They 
got  over  the  difficulty,  however,  by  dis- 
tributing working  drawings  and  gauges 
to   engineers   in   places    unconnected   in 
every    way    with     marine    engineering, 
'  and   so  got   pieces   of  machinery   which 
they  put  together.     I    venture  to  state 
that  if  the  War  Office  took   some   such 
,  line  as   that,   they   might    obtain    from 
.  private  manufacturers,  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  ordnance  making,  who  were 
i  not  able  or  willing  to  undertake  the  pro- 
i  duction  of  complete  guns,  pieces  of  guns 
which  could  be  put  together  and  finished 
1  at   Woolwich.      By   such   a  system   the 
pressure  at  Woolwich,  Elswick,  and  other 
places   where  artillery   is  manufactured, 
might  l>e  very  largely  relieved.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  asked  for  practical  surges- 
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tions,  and  I  venture  to  throw  this  out  for 
the  consideration  of  the  War  Office. 

♦Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  have  endeavoured  to  get  some  informa- 
tion from  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
by  questions  as  to  the  treatment  of  some 
regiments  of  Irish  Militia,  but  have  failed, 
and  if  we  do  not  get  that  information  I 
shall  later  on  move  the  reduction  of  this 
Vote.  I  see  it  has  been  stated  in  the  press  in 
England  and  Ireland  that  undue  pressure 
has  been  put  upon  these  Irish  Militia 
regiments  to  induce  or  compel  them  to 


district  without  the  voluntary  offer  of 
such  Militia ;  and  every  Militiaman  must 
have  the  fact  that  his  offer  must  be 
entirely  voluntary  explained  to  him  by 
the  commanding  officer  previous  to  any 
acceptance  of  such  offer  by  the  Sovereign. 
Here  are  the  precise  words  of  the  Act — 

"  A  commanding  officer  shall  not  certify  any 
voluntary  offer  previously  to  his  having  ex- 
plained to  every  person  offering  so  to  serve 
that  the  offer  is  a  purelv  voluntary  one  on  his 
part." 

Now  I   want   to  know,  did  every  corn- 


volunteer  for  service  at  the  front.    People  !  manding   officer  in   every   Irish    Militia 


like  myself,  who  are  not  versed  in  military 
matters,  would  like  to  know  what  are  the 
legal  methods  by  which  Militia  regiments 
raised  in  Ireland  and  transported  to 
England  can  be  compelled  to  go  abroad 
on  active  service.  I  do  not  lay  anything 
Against  the  hon.  Gentleman  "the  Under 
Secretary  himself ;  but  there  seems  to  me 
an  organised  system  of  evasion  in  the  War 
Office  to  prevent  a  straight  explanation  ] 
being  given.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  ! 
War  Office  to  state  plainly  what  the  law 
is.  It  is  reported  that  the  men  of  a  regi- 
ment of  Militia  now  stationed  at  Sheffield 
were  by  some  means,  by  hook  or  by  crook, 
induced  to  consent  to  go  abroad.  It  is  to  the 
credit  of  an  Irish  journal  that  it  put  before 
the  men  their  rights  on  this  matter,  and 
the  conductors  of  that  journal  were  accused 
of  disloyalty,  and  all  sorts  of 
were  made    upon  them  in  the 


regiment  in  England  comply  with  that 
law  ?  If  he  did  not,  surely  the  word 
"kidnapping"  could  alone  properly 
describe  not  only  their  being  taken  out 
of  England,  but  out  of  their  own  country. 
Another  authority,  Gunter's  "  Outlines 
of  Military  Law,"  says — "  The  main 
principle  of  the  English  recruiting  system 
is  voluntary  enlistment."  Then  the 
author  goes  on  to  show  that  no  pressure 
is  to  be  exercised  to  enlist  recruits,  and 
that  "recruiters  are  forbidden  to  offer 
any  inducements  beyond  those  set  forth 
in  the  pamphlet  officially  issued  by  the 
War  Office."  Further,  "The  recruiter 
gives  to  every  man  who  offers  to  enlist  a 
notice  form1  setting  forth  the  conditions 
of  enlistment  and  particulars  of  attesta- 

justice,  and 


tion  or  swearing-in  before  a 

attacks  \  ^me  an(*  P^6  0I"  this."     Now,  I  want  to 

London  I  know  was  tnat  notice  served  on  each  man 

press.     Surely'the  representatives  of  the  |  of  *0  regiment  I  have  mentioned  J     If 

Irish  people   in   this  House  are   within  i  not>  J  say  not  only  is   the  act  an  illegal 

-  -  one,  but  that  these  men  would  be  justi- 


their  rights  in  following  these  poor  Militia- 
men to  Sheffield  or  Dover,  and  giving 
them  the  protection  which  the  law  pro- 
vides, just  as  they  would  have  done  in 
Ireland.  I  understand  that  the  North 
Cork  Militia,  now  stationed  at  Dover,  is 
under  orders  to  go  to  South  Africa  on  the 
21st  inst.  From  statements  in  the  press 
and  letters  from  the  men  themselves  we 
are  told  that  the  men  had  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  intention  to  send  them 
abroad,  and  that  if  the  question  was  put 


to  them  as  to  whether  they  would  volun-    beside 


fied — and  I  would  take  the  responsibility 

in  advising  them  to  do  so — in  resisting  by 

force  any  attempt  to  get  them  out  of  the 

country  to  take  part  m  a  war  which  they 

I  abhor  in  their  hearts.     I  will  read  a  letter 

j  from    one   of  the    3rd  Royal     Minister 

j  Fusiliers    now    stationed    at  Dover,  ad- 

!  dressed  to  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 

i  Waterford — 

! 

'      "  As  an  Irishman  I  beg  of  you  to  take  im- 
mediate steps  to  help  me,  and  many  others 


toer  for  foreign  service  they  either  did  not 
hear  it  or  did  not  understand  it.  Well, 
if  that  be  true,  I  say  it  is  monstrous.  I 
do  not  profess  to  have  a  knowledge  of 
military  law,  but  I  have  consulted  the 
authorities  on  the  subject.  The  official 
"  Manual  of  Military  Law,"  issued  by  the 
War  Office,  at  page   812   says  that 


We  have  the  name  of  having 


volunteered  for  the  front.  Now,  dear  Sir,  me, 
and  many  others  beside  me,  were  not  on 
parade  the  day  we  are  supposed  to  have 
volunteered.  I  went  to  the  orderly-room  to 
explain  my  case,  and  the  sergeant-major 
hunted  me  away.  We  are  told  here  that  too 
majority  of  the  regiment  takes  us  all  out ;  that 
means  that  if  the  majority  of  the  regiment 
volunteered  the  rest  are  compelled  to  go. 
Now,  dear  Sir,  I  am  not  a  Reserve  man,  nor  a 


812   says  that  the 

Militia  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  home  ]  special-service  man,  and  I  must  go,  bat  I 

Mr.  Penn, 
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you  to  come  to  my  help,  for  I  did  not  volun- 
teer. Hoping,  dear  Sir,  that  you  will  take 
« u ue  steps  in  the  matter  immediately,  ax  the 
regiment  leaven  on  the  21st  of  this  month." 

That  is  a  letter  of  a  simple  man  telling  a 
tale  in  his  own  way.  Perhaps  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  will  kindly  tell  us 
what  was  the  plan  adopted  in  getting 
these  men  to  volunteer.  My  informa- 
tion is  that  in  more  than  one  ease  the 
regiment  was  paraded  and  the  colonel  did 
not  ask  the  question,  "  If  any  man  wants 
to  go  to  the  front  let  him  step  out."  On 
the  contrary,  he  said,  u  Those  who  do  not 
wish  to  go* to  the  front  step  out."  That 
was  done  not  only  in  England  hut  at  the 
barracks  of  Templemore.  Well,  we  all 
know  what  the  pride  of  a  soldier,  and 
especially  that  of  an  Irish  soldier,  is  ;  and 
if  such  a  question  as  that  were  asked  he 
would  feel  shy  of  stepping  out,  in  ease  he 
should  be  sneered  at  by  his  comrades. 
Moreover,  he  does  not  know  his  rights. 
If  the  authorities  which  I  have  quoted  are 
right  each  man  should  get  a  separate  notice 
informing  him  that  it  is  open  to  him  to  go 
or  not  as  he  pleases,  and  that  ho  should  have 
three  months  to  determine.  I  will  read 
the  authority — 

**  On  appearing  before  a  magistrate  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  the  latter  must  nee  that  the  man 
iff  w>ber  and  understands  what  he  is  doing. 
He  iff  asked  if  he  consents  to  his  enlistment : 
hot  he  may  reconsider  his  decision  without 
paying  any* fine.  If  a  recruit  objects  to  his 
aUentation,  on  the  grounds  of  error,  etc.,  within 
three  months,  his  claim  must  lie  investi- 
gated at  once.'' 

I  say  that  if  proper  inquiry  were  made  it 
would  be  found  that  very  few  of  the  men 
of  the  North  Cork  Militia  who  were  in- 
duced to  volunteer  to  go  out  to  South 
Africa  were  sober  at  the  time,  because 
care  was  taken  by  the  petty  officers  to 
ply  them  with  drink  from  money  which  had 
been  put  into  their  hands,  so  that  the 
men  would  not  know  what  they  were 
doing.  I  commend  that  information  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast,  who  has  a 
horror  of  whisky,  even  when  diluted  with 
30  per  cent,  of  water.  Now,  how  are 
Chose  men,  who  are  at  present  at  Dover, 
but  have  to  go  on  board  ship  on  the  21st 
inst.,  to  have  a  chance  of  deciding  within 
three  months  whether  they  will  go  out  to 
South  Africa  or  not?  I  hope  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  will  tell  us  how  many  men  in  the 
regiment  I  have  mentioned  have  really, 
in  compliance  with  the  law,  volunteered 
for  this  war. 


Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk) :  From  the  point  of  view 
of  a  mere  civilian  who  wants  value  for 
his  money  in  the  matter  of  expendi- 
ture, I  will  not  make  any  destructive 
criticism  of  the  proposals  submitted  by 
the  Government,  but  I  will  venture  to 
make  one  or  two  suggestions  as  to  how 
the  evils  that  I  complain  of  may  be 
possibly  remedied.  The  force  of  which  1 
wish  to  speak  is  the  Militia,  of  which  there 
is  a  great  camp  in  my  constituency,  and 
of  which  I  hear  much.  There  is  a  sum  of 
£250,000  set  down  in  the  Estimate  for  the 
Militia.  That  appeal's  to  me  to  be  either 
too  largo  or  too  small — too  large  if  the 
Militia  is  allowed  to  remain  as  at  present, 
and  too  small  if  that  force  is  to  be  put 
into  a  state  of  efficiency.  I  know  it  is 
only  meant  to  cover  the  period  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  but  I  also  know  that  a 
considerable  expenditure  will  require  to 
be  made  to  put  it  in  a  state  of  efficiency. 
The  Militia  is  a  very  old  force.  The 
preamble  of  the  Militia  Ballot  Act  of  1802 
says — 

"  Whereas  a  respectable  military  force  under 
the  command  of  officers  possessing  property 
within  (Jreat  Britain  is  essential  to  the  con* 
stitntion  ....  and  the  Militia,  as  hy  law 
established,  through  its  constant  readiness  on 
short  notice  for  effectual  service,  has  been  found 
of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  internal 
defence  of  this  realm." 

What  is  the  state  at  the  present  moment 
of  the  Militia  ]  I  am  not  exaggerating 
when  I  say  that  it  is  grossly  under  its 
strength,  that  it  is  inefficiently  trained, 
and  that  it  greatly  lacks  officers,  especially 
non-commissioned  officers.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  officers  and  men  would  not  try 
to  do  their  best.  I  am  sure  that  they 
are  quite  willing  to  go  out  and  fight 
our  battles,  but  there  are  not  enough 
of  them.  It  is  said  that  the  only  way  to 
remedy  that  is  to  put  into  force  the 
Militia  Ballot  Act.  Now,  1  have  tried  to 
make  out  what  the  exact  condition  of  the 
Militia  Ballot  is.  The  foundation  of  it  is 
the  Act  of  1802,  which  consists  of  no  fewer 
than  178  clauses.  It  has  been  amended 
by  three  different  Acts  of  very  consider- 
able length  in  1815,  1S52,  and' 1*60 :  and 
it  is  perfectly  obvious  to  me  that  it 
could  not  be  put  in  force  by  Royal  Pro 
clamation.  It  is  also  said  that  the  Militia 
could  be  brought  up  to  its  proper  strength 
by  paying  it  bettor ;  but  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  woidd  ask,  "  Whore  is 
the  money  to  come  from  ? "      I   say   it 
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might  como  from  those  who  do  not  serve  real  motive  for  the  war  was  easily  appa" 
their  country  in  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  rent  to  anyone  who  studied  the  map* 
I  am  one  of  those  who  could  not  so  serve,  j  The  two  Republics  lay  like  an  egg  in  the 
and  I  would  make  no  objection  on  that  j  midst  of  British  possessions,  and  when 
score  to  pay.  If  that  were  done,  it ,  the  egg  was  found  to  be  a  golden  one  the 
would  have  a  double  effect :    it  would    temptation  to  the  British  people  to  seize 


bring  the  Militia  up  to  its  strength,  and 
enable  the  Government  to  demand  from 
the  Volunteers,  who  would  also  be  exempt 
from  the  tax,  a  greater  efficiency.  As 
to  the  Militia  being  insufficiently  trained, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  might 
remedy  that,  for  he  has  the  power  now 
to  require  from  every  recruit  that  he 
should  be  trained  as  a  recruit  for  six 
months.  But  that  power  is  not  at  present 
exercised.  All  that  the  recruit  is  required 
to  do  now  is  to  undergo  forty -nine  days 
drill,  with  no  musketry  exercise  in  the 
first  year,  and  twenty-eight  days  drill, 
preceded  by  fourteen  days  musketry 
instruction,  in  the  second  year — that 
is,    just    about    three    months    training 


it  was  irresistible.  In  public  schools  it 
was  always  considered  a  mean  and  paltry 
act  for  a  big  boy  to  beat  a  little  one,  but 
here  was  a  nation  with  40,000,000  of 
people  embarking  on  a  war  with  one  of 
200,000,  and  using  all  the  might  and 
resources  of  its  empire  to  crush  and 
subdue  a  noble,  patriotic,  and  brave 
peasantry.  Whatever  the  result  of  the 
war  might  be,  the  civilised  world  would 
condemn  the  action  of  Great  Britain, 
while  the  Boers  had  won  for  themselves, 
immortal  honour. 


two   years ; 
State      for 
months 
years.     The 


m 
of 
seven 


*Mk.  BILL  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  There 
is  no  doubt  that  before  this   war   com- 
menced the  Militia  was  very  much  under 
whereas    the  Secretary  ■  its  strength ;  but  for  many  months  re- 
War      might      exact '  cruiting  has  been  exceedingly  active,  and 
training    in     the     two  j  I  think  the  mere  fact  that  thirty  battalions 
main   point  I  wish   to  call  I  are  either  in   South  Africa  or  on  their 


attention  to  is  the  deterioration  in  the  '  way  or  under  orders  goes  to  show,  at  any 
non-commissioned  ranks  of  the  Militia  j  rate,  that  there  are  a  great  numl)er  of 
regiments  at  this  moment.  There  are  two  j  Militia  battalions  fully  up  to  strength  and 
classes  of  sergeants  in  the  Militia — those  |  able  to  carry  themselves  bravely  along  with 
on  the  permanent  staff  and  the  Volunteer  I  the  Line  in  South  Africa.  Besides  those 
non-commissioned  officers.  Now,  the  j  there  are  six  others  doing  service  in  the 
number  of  the  permanent  staff  sergeants    Mediterranean,  and  others,  among  which. 


is  very  often  not  up  to  the  establishment  ! 
strength,  and  when  they  are  thoroughly  \ 
established  you  take  them  away  in  order 
to  drill  the  details  of  the  Line  battalions. 
The  Militia  officers  are  the  best 


men  m 


is  my  own  battalion,  are  doing  service 
elsewhere.  With  regard  to  the  Militia 
in  Ireland  being  invited  to  volunteer  for 
foreign  service,  I  would  just  like  to  say 

____   .__    that  my  regiment,  now   at  Newry,  was 

the  regiment,  and  you  draft  them  into  the  called  together  and  the  captains  of  each 
Line  to  such  an  extent  that  the  unfor-  \  company  had  to  find  out  from  the  men, 
tunate  colonel  of  a  Militia  regiment  in  '  individually,  whether  they  would  be 
times  like  this  is  left  with  hardly  any  j  willing  to  serve  in  South  Africa.  Five 
non-commissioned  officers  at  all.  I  think  '  hundred  and  seventy  men  expressed  their 
there  are  many  old  soldiers  in  the  country  ;  willingness  to  go  abroad,  and  III  men  said 
who  would  return  to  drill  the  Militia  if  that  they  were  not  willing,  some  of  whom 
inducement  was  ottered  to  them  in  the  afterwards  retracted  their  refusal.  The 
shape  of  benefit,  and  also  if  they  were  rest  will,  of  course,  be  left  at  home.  K  • 
able  to  serve  for  pension  on  their  return,  the  numbers  of  the  Militia  are  below  par 
—  from  time  to  time  it  is  to  a  great  extent 

due  to  the  recruiting  for  the  Line.  I 
recollect  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  telling  us  last  year  that  the  number 
of  Militia  recruits  in  1898  was  40,000,  and 
,  that  of  that  number  no  less  than  15,000 
♦Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.)  i  passed  on  into  the  Line.  I  see  with 
rose  to  protest  against  the  Vote.  He  \  pleasure  that  the  Militia  has,  almost  for 
characterised  the  war  as  unnecessary  and  the  first  time  in  its  existence,  received 
unjust,  and  the  speeches  made  in  its  honourable  recognition  from  the  War 
defence  as  both  unreal  and  insincere.     The    Office  authorities.      This  is  a  great  and 

Mr.  Grant  Latcson. 


There  are  a  great   many  places   in   the  i 
marine  store  houses  now  held  by  men  in 
their  first  terms  of  service,  and  all  the 
work  could  be  done  by  these  men  when 
they  ceased  to  train  Militia  recruits. 
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important  fact.  The  Militia  only  asked 
for  a  fair  field  and  no  favour.  They  do 
not  want  to  be  patted  on  the  l>ack  and 
told  that  they  are  fine  fellows  merely 
l>ecause  they  are  r©a:ly  to  do  their  duty. 
We  of  the  Militia  are  perfectly  satisfied 
that  we  have  a  most  important  place 
anions  the  armed  forces  of  the  country, 
and  I  most  warmly  support  the  War 
Office  in  their  efforts  to  make  the  trans- 
port service  more  efficient.  One  word 
more  I  have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  appeal 
given  by  the  First  Lord  as  to  increasing 
the  supplies  of  men.  There  is  one , 
class  of  man  who  has  hitherto  been , 
neglected  by  the  War  Office  ;  I  refer  to 
the  man  who  has  served  his  twelve  years, 
five  years  with  the  colours  and  seven  , 
years  in  the  Reserve,  and  who  is  then 
absorbed  into  the  civilian  ranks.  They  are 
the  most  valuable  men  that  the  War  Office 
could  possibly  get  hold  of,  and  they  ought 
never  to  be  allowed  to  disappear  as  they  do 
into  private  life.  They  are  discharged  at  a 
time  when  they  are  most  fit  for  military 
service,  many  of  them  being  no  more 
than  thirty  or  thirty -one  years  of  age ; 
they  are  men  knowing  their  work,  and 
who,  if  they  could  only  be  given  a  small 
bounty,  might  )>e  held  over  and  brought 
into  the  reserve  force  of  the  country  for 
six  or  seven  years  further  service.  I  do 
earnestly  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
that  he  will  take  great  care  that  this  very 
valuable  class  of  man  is  not  overlooked 
in  the  future. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER(Belfast,W.): 
I  do  not  desire  to  take  any  prolonged  part 
in  this  debate  ;  but  I  must  call  attention 
to  what  has  taken  place  this  evening  in 
one  of  those  conjunctions  l>etween  the 
two  front  benches  which  I  think  are 
always  sinister  and  always  portend 
some  disadvantage  of  the  first  magni- 
tude to  the  public  interest  in 
regard  to  the  War  Office  and  Army 
matters.  The  War  Office  and  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  once  more 
find  themselves  in  agreement  over  this 
matter :  but  I  have  never  found  any  ; 
particular  advantage  resulting  from  an 
agreement  between  the  two  front  benches. 
Hitherto  it  has  generally  been  the  pre- 
sumption that  when  the  two  front  1>enches 
agree  they  are  right.  I  hope  in  the  future 
we  shall  reverse  that  presumption.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  spoke  of  184,000  men 
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foing  from  this  country  to  South  Africa, 
am  sure  that  was  a  mere  slip,  because 
it  is  absolutely  alien  to  the  facts  of  the 
case  ;  but  slips  of  that  kind  are  important 
when  made  by  men  of  the  rank  of 
an  ex-Cabinet  Minister.  I  want  to 
point  out  that  so  far  from  that  statement 
being  true,  the  whole  number  of  Regular 
troops  which  have  gone  from  this  country 
is  something  like  85,000.  Why  I 
attach  importance  to  this  is  because  I  see- 
plainly  that  the  line  of  defence  to  be 
taken  up  by  the  War  Office  is  that  we 
have  had  a  stupendous  call  made  upon  us 
by  this  war,  which  would  never  have 
been  made  under  other  circumstances, 
and  which  could  not  have  been  con- 
templated in  the  past.  That  is  not 
correct.  We  have  sent  85,000  Regular 
troops  from  this  country,  and  our  whole 
Regular  resources  are  alsolutely  gone. 
We  have  stripped  the  Colonies,  we  have 
stripped  India  and  the  Mediterranean.. 
Every  man  beyond  that  is  an  emer- 
gency man,  created  for  a  purpose  never 
contemplated  in  any  War  Office  organisa- 
tion. Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  said  that  wo  ought  to  have  con- 
templated ihis  drain  upon  our  Army. 
His  whole  speech  points  to  that.  He 
said  that  the  great  responsibilities  we 
had  undertaken  would  always  lead  to 
there  being  made  larger  and  still  larger 
demands  upon  our  troops.  But  so  far 
from  it  being  true  that  85,000  men  is 
an  exceptional  demand,  the  very  next 
time  we  go  to  war  with  any  Great 
Power  we  shall  have  a  demand  for  20,000 
men  to  garrison  India,  and  instead  of 
our  being  able  to  take  men  from  the 
Mediterranean  and  elsewhere  we  shall 
have  to  reinforce  those  garrisons.  I 
attach  great  importance  to  these 
facts,  and  if  we  do  not  look 
ahead  and  prepare  for  such  contingencies 
now,  we  may  say  farewell  to  reforming 
them  in  the  future.  I  should  like  to 
remind  the  House  of  what  is  the  com- 
plaint we  make.  We  have  been  told 
to-night  that  it  will  be  hard  to  get  men 
in  the  future,  and  hon.  Members  have 
been  asked  for  suggestions.  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  sincerity  of  that  request. 
I  rather  resent  it,  as  everybody  knows 
that  this  is  an  emergency  measure  hurried 
through  as  soon  as  it  can  be,  in  order  to 
get  whatever  advantage  we  can  out  of  it. 
Well,  we  have  taken  85,000  men  out  of 
our  Army.  I  should  like  to  ask — is  there 
any  sane  person  who  regards  with  satis- 
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faction  the  fact  that  85,000  men  should  j 
be   the  product  of  185,000  ?     We  have  - 
109,000  men  at  home,  and  not  one  single 
organised   unit   of   that    number  can  be  I 
used.     There   is   no   army  in  the  world  : 
organised  on  such  a  basis  that  it  requires 
109,000   ineffectives   to   produce   85,000 
effectives.     I  suggest   that   our  arrange- 
ments   should    be    so   altered    that   the 
185,000  can  be  utilised  in  a  more  generous 
proportion  than  this.     We  are  told  that 
we  want  to  spend  more  money.     Why  is 
it  that  this  thing  is  so  expens  ve  1     Why 
is  it  that  we  are  squandering  money  like  : 
water  ?     It  is  because  of  the  tremendous 
waste  of  the  system.     For  every  2  \  men 
— if   I   may   use  the   expression — whom  ! 
we  enlist  in  the  Army,  only  one  single  man 
goes  into  the  Reserve.     We  are  squander- 
ing twice  the  whole  enlisted  force  of  the 
Army.     We  have  heard  that  40,000  men 
were  enlisted  last  year.     How  many  will  ' 
go   out   into   the   Reserve  %     Something 
like   14,000  men.     I  would  suggest  that 
before  the  Under  Secretary  comes  down 
-and    asks    for    twelve    more   battalions, 
which  he  won't  get,  he  should  apply  him- 
self to   the  problem  of  how  to  stop  this 
terrific  waste,  whush  deprives  the   Army 
of  such   an  enormous  number   of  young 
soldiers.     Well,  I  do  not  like  to  submit 
tamely  to  the  proposition  adopted  by  the 
two  front  benches  this  evening.     This  is 
an  exaggerated  demand  which  is   abso- 1 
lutely   certain  to  occur  again,  and  at  a 
time  when  probably   we  shall  not  be  able 
to   meet   the   emergency   with  the   men 
which  we   have  had   at  our  disposal  on 
the    present    occasion  in  India  and  the  ! 
Mediterranean.     I  think  my  hon.  friend 
was  misinformed  when  he  told  the  Com- ; 
mittee  that  only  four  battalions  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Mediterranean  and  ' 
dispatched  to  South  Africa.     I  believe  it 
is  nearly  double  that  number.  ' 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  When  I  made  that 
statement  I  was  dealing  with  the  original 
•call.     As  a  matter   of   fact  10,000  men 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  Mediter- 1 
iranean. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  am  very  \ 
.glad  my  hon.  friend  has  taken  the  oppor- 1 
tunity  of  correcting  a  misapprehension  ■ 
that  I  know  for  a  fact  had  been  caused  • 
by  his  original  statement.  The  figures  . 
show  that  the  men  taken  from  the  | 
Mediterranean  are  very  far  from  being 
the  whole    of    the    Mediterranean  gar- 1 

Mr.  Arnold- For skr* 


rison.  But  I  desire  to  record  my  pro- 
test now  as  to  the  scheme  itself.  We 
must  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  I 
believe  that  the  one  solid  feature  about  it 
is  the  creation  of  the  new  batteries  of 
artillery.  I  noticed  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  only  the  other 
day  said  that  it  had  "  struck  "  the  War 
Office  that  they  were  lamentably  deficient 
in  a  large  number  of  stores.*  That  is 
an  expression  quite  worthy  of  Micawber, 
and  it  ought  surely  to  be  put  on  record.  I 
have  been  struck  by  the  fact  myself,  and 
a  great  many  other  people  whom  I  have 
come  across  have  been  struck  by  it.  We 
have  a  right  to  protest  against  what 
is  almost  an  impertinence,  coming  as  it 
does  from  a  highly  paid  and  very  T& 
sponsible  officer  of  the  Crown,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War.  He  comes  down 
to  the  House,  and  without  one  word  of  re- 
monstrance says  it  has  " struck"  him  now, 
in  the  emergency  we  are  placed  in,  that 
we  are  largely  deficient  in  a  number  of 
stores.  Well,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  Whom 
are  we  to  trust  ?  Whose  business  in  the 
whole  wide  world  is  it  to  know  a  thing 
like  this  if  not  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  ?  Whom  are  we  to  employ 
if  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  cann  ot 
find  out  a  thing  like  this  till  the  emergency 
is  upon  us  ?  Why  is  it  that  we  are  now 
buying  guns  from  Japan?  Why  are 
our  men  working  night  and  day  at 
Woolwich  in  the  making  of  small  arms 
and  some  13,000  rounds  of  ammunition  t 
Why  is  it  that  the  great  resources  of  this 
country  are  strained  to  the  last  fibre  in 
order  to  make  ourselves  equal  to  this  not 
very  amazing  occasion  ?  I  do  resent  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
in  his  appeal  to  us  for  suggestions  by  way 
of  assisting  the  War  Office,  who  have  got 
us  into  this  hole.  At  present  it  is  their 
business  to  get  us  out  of  it.  We  are 
ready  to  support  them  through  thick  and 
thin,  but  I  think  the  expression  used  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  a  little 
beyond  what  is  permissible  in  a  great 
Government  department;  in  short,  it  is 
a  mockery  to  ask  us  to  make  suggestions 
in  an  emergency  like  this. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  pressed  for 
information  as  to  what  he  described  as 
the  shady  and  uncandid  manner  in  which 
the  North  Cork  Militia  had  been  treated, 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  vol.  lxxviii.,  p.  1181. 
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and   the  reflection  which  had  been  cast 
upon  the  courage  of  the  men.     He  also  , 
commented    on    the    large    amount    of 
£46,000,000  asked  for  in  the  expenditure  | 
on  military  preparations,  and  this  at  a  , 
time  which,  except  for  the  present  war, 
might  be  described  as  one  of  comparative 
peace.     How  much  of  this  expenditure 
was  to  be  considered  temporary,  and  how  \ 
much    might  be  looked   upon    as    per- 
manent ?      The  hon.    Member  was  com- 
plaining of  the  association  of  officers  with 
co-operative  supply  societies,  when 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to 
make  the  same  speech  to-night  that  he  , 
made  on  Tuesday.  I  recognise  a  great 
part  of  what  he  has  said  as  having 
been  said  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  FLYNN  said  he  only  wished  to 
add  that  this  was  not  merely  a  question  ■ 
of  gigantic  expenditure  of  money  and  a 
terrible  and  mournful  loss  of  gallant  live?. 
It  was  a  question  of  principle,  and 
historians  would  hold  the  Government 
responsible  for  not  foreseeing  the 
contingencies  of  this  unjust  and  mine-  < 
cessary  war. 

♦Mr.     YERBURGH    (Chester):    The 
language  used  by  certain  hon.  Members  j 
reminds  me  of  similar  utterances  made 
during  the  Peninsular  War,  when  people  , 
thought  it  was  incumbent  on  the  country  i 
to  retire  from  the  Peninsula  as  soon  as 
possible,  just  as  certain  people  are  now 
clamouring  for  the    retirement    of    the  , 
British  from  South  Africa.     I  cannot  but  , 
deprecate  the  speeches  of  some  leaders  of 
public  opinion    who  pander  to  popular  j 
excitement  and  popular   nervousness  in  ; 
times  like  the  present,  and  blink  the  true  ■ 
facts   of  the  case.     The  true  position  is  | 
that  we  have  had  to  meet  an  enemy  in  his  j 
own  country,  a  superior  mobile  force  to  ; 
oar  own,  and  entrenched  behind  strong  j 
natural  fortifications.     It    is  vain  under  | 
sueh   conditions  to  say  that  we  should  j 
harecommanded  success  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign.  It  appeal's  to 
me  that  we  have  done  everything  with  the 
means  at  our  disposal  that  could  possibly 
have  been  expected.     I  would  remind  the 
House    that    a  large  proportion  of   the 
200,000  men  we  shall  shortly   have  in 
Africa  will  not  all  be  available  for  fight- 
ing and  pushing  the  war  into  the  enemy's 
country.  A  large  proportion  of  these  men 


will  be  necessarily  employed  in  guarding 
the  line  of  communications,  and  thus 
the  Boers  are  numerically  superior  to  our 
troops,  and  have  the  advantage  of  attack- 
ing us  at  points  of  their  own  choosing  and 
from  practically  invulnerable  natural  for- 
tresses. I  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
recognise  that  our  troops  are  still  not 
numerous  enough,  and  that  though  Lord 
Roberts  has  so  far  succeeded  in  his  enter- 
prise that  the  brilliant  march  of  General? 
French  has  put  him  in  touch  with  the 
Kimberley  garrison,  still  one  success  like- 
that  does  not  finish  a  campaign.  Large 
demands  will  still  be  made  upon  us,  and 
I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  in  the  argu- 
ment that  another  50,000  men  will  be  re- 
quired to  accomplish  the  task  we  have  set 
ourselves  in  South  Africa.  That  will  not 
be  a  counsel  of  perfection,  but  a  counsel 
of  common  sense  ;  for  the  more  men  we 
have  the  sooner  must  be  the  victory,  the 
shorter  the  campaign,  and  therefore  the 
greater  economy  in  blood  and  treasure.. 
On  the  question  of  conscription  I  think  a 
great  deal  of  misconception  exists.  Con- 
scription means  taking  men  against  their 
will,  and  using  them  for  military  service 
either  at  the  Cape,  in  India,  or  the 
Soudan.  It  is  a  different  thing,  however, 
inviting  men  to  undergo  a  certain  amount 
of  training  in  the  use  of  the  rifle.  This- 
becomes  obligatory  on  every  citizen- 
who  has  the  welfare  and  security 
of  his  country  at  heart.  I  would 
go  further  than  that  and  say  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  for  the  men  them>- 
selves,  because  at  the  present  time  the 
working  classes  of  this  country  have  no- 
occupation  whatever  for  their  weekly 
half-holidays  other  than  looking  at  a  foot- 
ball match  or  something  of  that  sort. 
They  do  nothing  themselves,  but  I 
suggest  they  should  be  given  a  little  drill 
and  taught  the  use  of  the  rifle.  If  I  am 
told  that  that  would  be  doing  no  good  to 
the  military  resources  of  this  country,, 
my  answer  is  that  whenever  you  are  en- 
gaged in  a  big  struggle  yoa  will  have  -,o 
go  behind  your  Regular  Army  and  ask  for 
Volunteers.  It  therefore  stands  to 
reason  that  a  large  body  of  men  familiar 
with  the  use  of  the  rifle  would  be  far 
better  material  and  much  sooner  orga- 
nised and  far  more  fit  to  put  in  the  fieldl 
against  whatever  enemy  you  were  en- 
gaged with  than  a  force  not  so  trained. 
There  is  one  other  point,  namely,,  the  ques- 
tion of  commissions  being  given  to  our 
colonies.    Such,  a  proposal  is-  peculiarly 
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appropriate,  seeing  the  excellent  services  i  that  it  will  be  regarded  as  an  honourable 


.the  colonies  have  rendered  in  connection 
with  this  war.  I  was  particularly  struck 
Iby  a  statement  in  a  letter  in  The  Times 
the  other  day  to  the  effect  that  in  one 
action  when  the  Yorkshire  Regiment  lost 
their  officers,  and  for  the  moment  wavered, 
it  was  a  captain  of  the  New  Zealand 
contingent  who  put  himself  at  the  head 
of    the  troops  and  called  upon  them  to 


profession,  and  behind  that  you  will  have 
a  great  force,  and  one  you  cannot  afford 
to  despise,  namely,  the  opinion  of  the 
women  of  this  country.  Provided  the 
soldier  has  fair  and  liberal  treatment,  has 
ample  opportunities  given  him  in  after 
life,  is  looked  after  when  wounded,  and 
his  family  cared  for  if  he  is  killed,  you 
will  not  have  the  difficulty  in  filling  the 


charge.     The  men  followed  him  and  took  j  ranks  that  is  anticipated  by  the  right  hon, 


ithc  position.  With  regard  to  the  Volun- 
teers, I  understand  that  the  matters 
which  most  interest  them  are  the  question 
-of  ranges  and  the  question  of  expenses. 
I  was   told  the  other  day  at  a  dinner 


Gentleman.  I  thank  the  Government 
generally  for  the  desire  they  have  shown 
to  meet  the  present  situation.  The  only 
thing  I  would  ask  them  is  to  consider 
whether  it  is  not  within  the  bounds  of 


given  to  the  men  who  were  leaving  for  ■  their  policy  to  send  more  men  to  South 
the  front  that  they  did  not  like  to  feel '  Africa,  not  in  any  spirit  of  panic,  but 
that,  owing  to  the  officers  having  to  pay  ;  simply  on  the  principle  that  the  more  men 

you  have  there  the  sooner  the  campaign 
will  be  over,  the  more  complete  will  be 
your  victory,  and  the  more  economical 
the  result  both  in  blood  and  in  money. 


out  of  their  own  pockets,  there  was  a 
flavour  of  charity  about  ohe  system.  I 
•understand  from  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  remedy  that.  There  is  one 
other  point,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
mounted  infantry.  There  are  a  large 
body  of  men  in  this  country  whj  for 
various  reasons  do  not  care  for  either  the 
Yeomanry  or  the  Volunteers,  but  who 
would  be  quite  prepared  to  enter  a  corps 
of  mounted  infantry,  provided  you  did 
not  make  the  conditions  of  service  too 
hard  and  they  were  not  away  from  their 
homes  for  too  great  a  length  of  time. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  mounting 
these  men  might  I  make  a  suggestion  ? 
At  the  present  time  certain  money  prizes 
are  given  to  encourage  the  breeding  of 
horses  in  this  country.  I  would  suggest 
that  included  in  the  class  of  horses  for 
which  prizes  are  given  should  be  pony 
sires  as  well  as  thoroughbred  sires.  In 
that  way  I  think  you  would  improve  the 


Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  this 
debate  from  a  totally  opposite  point  of 
view  from  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  addressed  the  Committee. 
Like  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Louth,  I  have  no  Im- 
perial soul,  and  therefore  I  cannot  enter  with 
any  sympathetic  spirit  into  the  somewhat 
discursive  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  question  of  giving  the 
Government  power  to  raise  120,000  men 
and  to  collect  £13,000,000  from  the  tax- 
payers. We  Irish  Members  have  a  right 
to  approach  this  question  from  a  more 
local  point  of  view.  My  sympathy  has 
to  a  very  considerable  extent  gone  out  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  this 
Vote,  while  listening  to  the  multitudinous 
breed  of  pony  required  for  the  mounted  i  suggestions  which  have  been  Hung  at  his 


infantry.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  said  that  you 
have  great  difficulty  in  procuring  recruits 
for  the  Army  because  you  have  to  com- 
pete with  a  high  labour  market.  There 
is  an  answer  to  that  in  the  fact  that  in 
the  past  the  Army  has  stunk  in  the 
nostrils  of  the  people.  In  Lancashire  it 
has  been  looked  upon  as  a  disgrace  for 
any  member  of  a  family  to  join  the  ranks 
of  the  Army.  If  a  youth  enlisted  he  was 
looked  upon  as  being  certain  to  go  to 
perdition,  and  efforts  would  be  made  to 
buy  him  out.  It  is  quite  obvious  that 
that  feeling  is  now  passing  away.  The 
interest  taken  in  the  Army  on  all  sides  shows 

Mr.  Yerburgh 


head  by  gentlemen  interested  in  the  Im- 
perial side  of  the  question.  For  my  part 
I  feel  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  dis- 
charged his  duty  fairly  enough  in 
endeavouring  to  meet  the  points  raised. 
He  has  done  all  that  is  needful  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government  to  enlighten 
the  various  Members  who  have  contri- 
buted to  the  debate,  but  I  am  afraid  he 
will  have  much  greater  difficulty  in  satis- 
fy ins;  the  different  wants  of  the  different 
gentlemen  who  require  amendments  of 
the  proposals  as  regards  Volunteers, 
Militia,  Line  men,  and  the  other  branches 
of  the  service  which  are  now  to  be  brought 
up  to  full  strength  if  possible.     I  desire 
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to  associate  myself  entirely  with  every- ' 
thing  which  has  fallen  from  hon.  Members  : 
on   these  benches  in  opposition   to  this  ; 
Vote.      I  am   probably   prohibited   from  : 
entering  on  the  side  of  the  question  dealt  ! 
with  by  the  Votes  taken  last  night,  but  i 
had  I  been  fortunate  enough  to  catch  the 
Chairman's     eye     I     would,     from    our 
point    of    view,   have  presented   a  case 
against   Irishmen,   at    all    events,   being 
supposed     to    be    anxious    and     willing 
to  fight  your  battles.     I  also  understand 
from  a  ruling  given  earlier  this  evening, 
that  I  am  prohibited   more  or  less  from 
dealing  with   the  financial  aspect  of  the 
cue  as  it  affects  Ireland.     My  contention 
would  have  l>een  that  we  as  Irishmen  are 
interested  in  this  Vote  of  £13,000,000  to 
the  extent  of  at  least  £1,200,000.     As, 
however,  I  should  be  out  of  order  in  pur- 
suing that  subject,  I  will  pass  to  another 
branch   of   the  question.     This  Vote  of 
£13,000,000  is  but  one  of  a  series  of  [ 
Votes-       You     have    already     obtained 
£10,000,000   in  October  last,   and   this 
£13,000,000  will  make  a  sum  expended  so 
fax  of  £23,000,000.     But  no  one  contends 
for  a  moment   that  this  enormous  sum 
will  meet  the  emergencies  of  the  case.     I 
am  informed  on  reliable  authority  that 
you  are  conducting  this  war  at  a  cost  of 
£2,000,000  per  week.     It  may  be  more, 
but.   at   any  rate,  it  may   be  taken  for 
granted    that    these    sums    on    account 
represent   only  a  very  small   portion  of 
the  total  sum  that  will  l>e  required  before 
this  unjust  and  ill-advised  war  is  brought 
to    a    conclusion.      The   Vote    here    is 
divided   into    thirteen    items,   some    of 
which  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  criticise, 
but   upon   others  of  which   I  desire  to 
make  a  few  remarks  from  the  Irish  point 
of    view.     On  the  Vote    for    "  Medical 
Establishments,  Pay,  etc.,"  you  have  set 
down  a  sum  of  £70,000.     How  much  of 
that   £70,000   have  Irish  medical  practi- 
tioners been   given  the  opportunity   of 
earning  ?     I  understand  that  a  number 
of  highly   qualified   and    very    eminent 
gentlemen    in    the    medical     profession 
in     Dublin     tendered     their     services 
at      the       outbreak       of       war,       but 
only    a    very   few    favoured   ones    suc- 
ceeded  in   securing   appointments    from 
the  Government.     \Ve  also  want  to  know 
something   as    regards   the    pay   of  the 
Militia  under  Item  3,  for  which  you  ask 
£250,000.      I  entirely  associate   myself 
with     the     condemnation     from     these 
benches  of  the  kidnapping,  as  it  has  been 


properly  termed,  of  Irish  Militiamen  in 
connection  with  this  war.  The  action  of 
the  authorities  in  regard  to  the  North 
Cork  Militia,  one  of  the  first  Militia 'regi- 
ments supposed  to  have  volunteered,  is 
open  to  the  gravest  suspicion  and  objec- 
tion. A  great  number  of  the  men  were 
practically  ignorant  of  the  question  put 
to  them,  and  it  was  not  until  they  were 
entrained  and  the  doors  locked  that  they 
knew  they  had  started  for  the  war  in 
South  Africa.  That  was  not  the  action 
of  an  honourable  Government ;  it  was 
taking  advantage  of  these  poor  men's 
ignorance  in  a  way  which  is  open  to  the 
gravest  criticism  and  censure.  Only  yes- 
terday in  the  Irish  daily  papers  there  was 
a  letter  from  Cardinal  Logue  calling  atten- 
tion to  a  case  of  equal  gravity  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Monaghan  Militia.  In  this 
case  a  man  named  Duffy,  on  appealing  to 
his  Eminence  for  spiritual  ministrations, 
informed  him  that  when  he  enlisted  in 
this  Militia  regiment  he  had  no  intention 
of  being  called  out  on  active  service,  and 
he  asked  his  Eminence  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  for  him  such  legal  rights  as  he 
was  entitled  to.  There  is  also  the  case 
of  the  Louth  Militia,  who,  although  you 
have  them  over  here  in  England,  were 
paraded  under  circumstances  similar  to 
those  of  the  Cork  Militia,  and  were  not 
treated  properly  in  the  matter  of  volun- 
teering. On  that  ground  alone,  if  on 
no  other,  we  should  have  the  right  to 
criticise  in  the  strongest  manner  the 
action  of  the  Government  and  to  press 
for  such  explanation  as  will  allay  the 
anxiety  which  is  felt  in  Ireland  on  this 
subject.  What  are  the  facts  ?  How  do 
you  treat  these  Militiamen  ?  You  take  a 
man  away  from  his  family.  That  unfor- 
tunate man  would  probably  be  a  day 
labourer,  whose  labour  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  his  family.  But  what  have 
the  Government  done  ?  Whilst  taking 
away  the  main  prop  and  support  of  the 
family  they  have  given  the  family  nothing, 
but  have  left  them  dependent  upon  the 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors' Association  or  other 
similiar  institutions.  I  pass  over  the 
Vote  for  "  Yeomanry  cavalry,"  although 
a  number  of  well-known  gentlemen  -who 
.  in  the  near  future,  provided  they  are  not 
shot  by  the  Boers,  may  come  back  to  get 
the  reward  of  their  services  from  a  grate- 
ful Government-  -have  volunteered  in 
Ireland  under  a  noble  Lord  who  has  some 
connection  with  the  county  in  which  I 
live.      I  come  to   Vote  o,  in  connection 
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with  the  Volunteer  corps.  Why  should 
you  ask  Irishmen  to  take  even  the  smallest 
part  in  providing  your  Volunteer  corps  in 
England  with  better  munitions  of  war, 
better  clothing;,  and  better  treatment  alto- 
gether, when  Ireland,  which,  according  to 
your  law,  is  an  integral  part  of  the  British 
Empire,  is  deprived  of  the  right  of  having 
any  such  thing  as  a  Volunteer  corps  at 
all  1  So  far  from  being  allowed  to  do 
that,  your  resident  magistrates  have  been 
specially  instructed  not  to  allow  the  most 
respectable  farmers  in  the  country  to 
have  or  to  carry  a  gun  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  vermin  on  their  own  land.  Some- 
thing might  be  said  from  the  point  of  view 
of  years  gone  by,  when  things  political 
were  very  hot  in  the  country,  and  it  may 
have  been  necessary  to  give  your  resident 
magistrates  this  power;  but  you  first  of  all 
deprive  the  people  of  their  Parliament,  of 
their  right  to  manage  their  own  affairs, 
and  then  you  deprive  them  of  every  liberty 
which  a  free  people  should  enjoy.  I  con- 
tend that  one  of  the  first  privileges  of  a 
free  people  is  that  of  carrying  arms  for 
their  own  protection  as  well  as  for  the 
advantage  of  knowing  how  to  use  them 
in  case  of  necessity.  After  depriving  the 
people  of  tliat  privilege  I  say  you  have  no 
right  to  come  here  and  make  them  pay 
for  the  equipment  and  training  of  your 
Volunteers  for  the  purpose  of  a  war 
which  we  condemn  as  immoral  and  unjust. 
With  regard  to  Vote  7,  dealing  with 
provisions,  forage,  and  things  of  that 
kind,  you  ask  for  the  very  large  sum  of 
«£3,00b,000.  Last  session  and  the  session 
before  I  put  a  number  of  questions  to  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
with  reference  to  this  matter  of  forage. 
It  came  to  my  knowledge  that  instead  of 
"  following  the  old  rule  which  obtained  in 
Ireland  before  the  introduction  of  the 
short  service  system  you  have  disposed  of 
a  great  number  of  contracts  not  to  Irish 
vendors,  but  to  co-operative  stores  having 
their  headquarters  in  Dublin  or  Cork  or 
London,  and  the  money  charged  in  your 
account  as  part  of  your  set-off  against  us 
was  in  reality  paid  into  the  coffers  of  these 
co-operative  societies. 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  May  I  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  is 
no  charge  whatever  in  this  Vote  for  any- 
thing paid  to  any  co-operative  society, 
Mr. ./.  P.  Fmrell. 
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nor  does  the  Canteen  Vote  come  into  the 
question  at  all. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  It  will  come 
later  on  then,  I  suppose.  It  is  put 
down  here  en  bloc-  -£3,000,000  for 
"  Provisions,  Forage,  Field  Allowances, 
and  other  Services";  and,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  an  agricultural  constitu- 
ency, I  am  entitled  to  ask  how  much  of 
this  sum  it  is  proposed  to  expend  in  our 
country.  In  regard  to  Vote  8  it 
will  not  be  denied  that  there  are  in 
Ireland  ample  facilities  for  the  ex- 
penditure in  a  wise  and  careful  man- 
ner of  a  considerable  amount  of  money. 
I  would  ask  how  much  of  the  £500,000 
for  "  Clothing  Services "  you  propose 
expending  at  the  Limerick  Army  Cloth- 
ing Stores  or  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
country.  There  are  other  items  I  might 
discuss  were  it  not  that  I  am  anxious  not 
I  to  stand  between  other  hon.  Gentlemen 
■  who  wish  to  speak  and  the  Chair.  I 
want  now  to  express  a  view  which  per- 
|  haps  will  diverge  somewhat  from  the 
!  views  of  my  hon.  friends  in  connection 
:  with  the  whole  subject.  I  say  this  quite 
|  apart  from  any  political  aspect.  If  yen 
!  have  any  cause  to  complain  of  your 
failure  to  enlist  recruits  in  either  the 
Regular  Army,  the  Militia  or  the  Volun- 
teers, I  say  that  primarily  and  essentially 
the  fault  for  that  state  of  things  exists 
with  the  Government  and  with  no  other 
persons  whatever.  Why  1  Because 
after  the  men  who  enlist  have  given  yon 
the  best  years  of  their  lives  they  are 
turned  out  on  the  street  to  become  either 
loafers  at  the  street  corners  or  public 
mendicants  or  inmates  of  the  Irish  work- 
houses. I  have  repeatedly  called  the 
attention  of  the  Financial  Secretary  to- 
the  War  Office  to  cases  of  the  most 
lamentable  neglect,  which  are  nothing; 
short  of  glaring  outrages  on  humanity,,  in 
which  men  joined  your  Army,  went 
through  your  campaigns,  lost  their 
health,  and  were  then  left  either  with 
such  a  totally  inadequate  pension  that 
they  could  not  support  life  at  all,  orr 
what  is  worse,  without  any  pension,  what* 
ever.  Such  is  your  complicated  system^ 
and  so  impossible  is  it  for  any  justice  to 
be  obtained  in  even  the  smallest  matter,, 
that  beyond  saying,  "  I  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made,"  or,  "I  will  have  the 
case  looked  into,"  nothing  what- 
ever is  done  for  these  poor  men* 
That  is  one  of  the  things  which  is  cakn- 
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lated  to  make  your  Army  unpopular  in  '  a  hill  or  floating  down  a  stream  is 
Ireland,  because  these  poor  men,  who  considered  quite  sufficient.  All  troops 
give  their  lives  and  suffer,  and  lose  their  !  require  constant  practice.  I  have  been 
health  in  your  sen-ice,  have  been  cast  I  lately  engaged  in  assisting  to  raise  a 
aside  as  so  much  useless  lumber,  to  be- !  "  sharpshooters  corps."      Even  those  who 

are  first-class  shots  will  require  practice 


come  chargeable  to  the  rates,  or  die  of 
hunger  in  the  streets  of  your  towns.  I 
feci  that  the  whole  system  under  which 


on  the  veldt.     It  is  an  admirable  opportu- 
nity  of   training   troops,   and   of  giving 


yon    govern    our    country    is    radically  i  practice  under   service  conditions,  which 

wrong.     You  do  not  understand  us !  are  the   l>est,  to    large    bodies  of  men 

upon    whose    efficiency    with    the    rifle 
*The  CHAIRMAN:    The   question  of    we     "ay.   require     to     rely     elsewhere 
Home  Rule  does  not  arise  in  this  debate. 


Mk.    J.    P.  FARRELL:    I   was   only 


than  in  South  Africa.     I  wish  to  ask  if 
there  will  be  plenty  of  ammunition  avail- 
able for  this.     My  second  question  is,  as- 
,   .      .        _  ..        r    to  the  class  of  gun  to  be  supplied  to  the 

icing  one  word  further  to  say  this.  I  thirtv.six  new  batteries  of  field  artillery. 
feel  that  so  long  as  you  treat  us  with  dw- 1  Th-  T  consider  al80  a  raost  vit{ll  suhje<ft. 
trust  and  suspicion;  so  long  as  you  refuse  ,  How   it   h  d  doe8  not  matter|but 

to  allow  us  to  carry  arms  in   our  own  ;  there  .g  nQ  (\^u  om  M{{  have  Wn 

country  ?  so  long  as  you  refuse  to  give  us  outelasscd  in  the  campaign  in  Natal.  We 
the  facilities  whichevery  other  freecountry  j  have  practicall  little  dffference  between 
has  to  learn  the  u,e  of  arms,  you  have  no  :  thc  organiftati£n  of  horse  aitiUery  and 
right  to  complain  of  us  and  find  fault  if,  |  ficW  a£illery.  The  rMe  of  horge  arTtill 
when  we  find  you  in  a  difficulty,  we  re- :  ig  wfth  ca^,  and  they  mui|t  ])e  fJt 
fuse  to  come  to  your  assistance.  Apart ,  movi  such  I;eceaAty  doJs  llot  exist  with 
from  that  there  is  the  greater  and  the  field  a*tillerv,  which  works  with  infantrv. 
more  practical  question  of  the  incidence  ,  The  only  ^  reft80n  for  ^  w  movemeut 
of  taxation.  This  is  a  war  which  you  J  of  fidd  artillery  is  that  ll0  time  should  be 
hare  undertaken  against  the  will  and  the  ][oHt  whHe  ^  m  ohanging  position. 
wishts  <rf  nine-tenths  of  the  Irish  oeoplc,  |  But  T  8ee  e  *  reason  wh  *  ^^  leagt 
and  of  their  representatives  in  thisttouse.  ,  of  our  field  art'illerv  tatte  **,  Hnould  haV(k 
\ouhaye  ignored  our  advice »on  this  sub-  far  moro  ^^1  gun8  movi  not 
ject,and  while  you  have  the  powei r  to  ,  nece88arilv  at  a  gallop  but  guns  which 
compel  us  to  contribute  we  are  bound  to    WQld  ^  used  M  6     8*"of  tem^  j. 

resist  you.     Although  we  protest  against ,  ti  and  moved  forwards  Vr  hack   to 

this  \ote  you  will  compel  us  to  pay  our  ■  f resh  ^^  a8  required.  We  are 
share,  but  you  cannot  compel  us  to  refrain  -  rai8jngthig  large  numberof  batteries,  which 
from  expressing  our  sentiment* land  our  ,  meang- probably  216  field  guns,  exclusive 
protest  against  the  injustice  which  you  of  hor£  artille'ry  pin8|  Hl3  L  should  be 
are  enforcing  upon  us.  glad  tQ  hear  thftt  the  military  authorities 

i  are  fully  considering  the  subject  of  some 
Colonel     WYNDHAM     MURRAY  j  of  these    batteries    being   organised    as 
(Bath)  :  The  few  remarks  which  I  have  to    movable  heavy  batteries. 
make  will  be   directed  to    the  question  ' 

of  the  prosecution  of  thc  war  now  being  \  *Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
carried  on  in  South  Africa.  On  this  |  County,  N.E.) :  In  the  few  observations 
Vote  I  wish  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  j.  j  BMreK^ng  to  the  Committee  1 
of  State  for  War  two  questions.     I  con-     ,    M  .    ,,  •         . 

sider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  in  !  aha11  not  onter  at  a11  into  lhe  <l^stion  of 
South  Africa  there  should  be  a  large  '  policy.  That  question  has  been  amply 
quantity  of  rifle  ammunition  beyond  what  discussed,  and  wo  on  these  benches  have 
is  required  for  use  in  action,  so  that  all  ]  expressed  our  opinions,  not  alone  by  our 
mf  intry  should  have  constant  practice.  ,  voices,  but  by  our  votes,  as  to  what  we 
Tnev  have  no  made  ranges,  and  no  special ;  think  of  this  war,  and  as  to  the  unfortu- 
targets.  There  is  the  open  veldt  for  a  (  nate  circumstances  by  which  all  the  nego- 
range,  and  a  soup-plate  against  the  tiations  which  have  led  up  to  it  have  been 
back  of  a  stream  or  the  side  of  a  conducted.  But  we  cannot  remain  here 
kopje  for  target ;  and  for  improvised  J  as  representatives  of  Irish  constituencies 
moving  targets,  a  barrel  rolling  down  .  without  letting  this  House  know  that  we 
VOL.  LXXIX.     [Fotjbth  Series.!  K 
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are  representing  the  views  of  Irishmen 
who  sent  us  here  to  express  our  utter 
detestation  at  the  continuance  of  this  war, 
and  to  use  every  means  within  our  power, 
few  though  we  be  in  number,  to  use  every 
rule  and  form  of  the  House  to  prevent  the 
continuance  of  this  war  and  the  passage 
of  these  resolutions,  by  which  £13,000,000 
are  to  be  expended  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  which  is  unjust  in  its  inception, 
and  has  been  carried  out  in  a  way  which 
is  hurtful  not  alone  to  the  interests  of 
this  country,  but  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  Ireland.  Let  me  say  at  the 
outset  that  we  have  no  interest  whatever 
in  the  proposals  made  for  the  increase  of 
your  defensive  army  at  home.  We 
look  upon  all  these  proposals  as  being 
simply  a  step  in  the  direction  which 
the  Imperial  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  plainly  leading  this  country  to, 
and  which  means  that,  if  you  are  to  carry 
out  your  Imperialistic  ideas,  as  expressed 
and  mainly  exemplified  and  stated  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  will  lead  this  country 
eventually  to  the  militarism  which  pre- 
vails upon  the  Continent  and  which 
eventually  will  make  the  entire  people  of 
this  country  rise  up  when  the  proper  time 
comes  and  hurl  from  power  any  Govern- 
ment who  attempts  to  impose  such  a 
policy  upon  the  country.  We  are  told  a 
good  deal  about  the  benefits  which  are  to 
accrue  to  the  Militia  by  the  advantage  of 
an  increase  of  threepence  a  day  for  mess 
allowance.  We  are  paying  our  toll  at  all 
events,  in  the  Irish  Militia  regiments. 
We  are  paying  our  toll  in  blood  for  this 
iniquitous   war.      You   have  taken  very 

food  care  on  all  occasions  to  place  the 
rish  regiments  in  the  front  of  your  forces 
in  every  attack  you  have  made  upon  the 
Boers.  We  are  bearing  our  share  in  this 
war  and  spending  Irish  blood  upon  it  in  a 
far  greater  proportion  than  we  are 
entitled  to  do.  We  are  not  ashamed  of 
it,  because  if  an  Irishman,  contrary  to 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  wishes  of  the 
vast  majority  of  his  countrymen,  outers 
the  Army  or  Militia,  we  do  not  believe  he 
will  break  his  oath  of  allegiance.  He 
will  fight,  as  every  Irishman  has  always 
done,  with  bravery  in  the  ranks  of 
your  Army,  but  we  say  that  you  have 
placed  us  in  an  unfair  and  improper  posi- 
tion. You  have  done  more,  for  you  have 
induced  and  persuaded  Irish  Militia  regi- 
ments by  what  I  will  not  attempt  to 
characterise  in  this  House — because  no 
language  I  can  use  would  be  sufficiently 

Mr.  Jnilmm  Abraham. 


strong — by  unfair  means  you  have  induced 

I  Irish  Militia  regiments  and  men  to  volun- 
teer for  active  service  upon  this  ground, 

i  that  they  were  simply  to  hold  garrisons  in 

I  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  and  when  you  had  so 
cajolled  them  and  persuaded  them  you 

I  shipped  them  over  to  South  Africa  to  the 
front,  and  behind  these  Irish  regiments 
will  be  found  Englishmen  fighting  under 
their  guidance,  and  thereby  you  are 
saving  the  blood  of  your  own  troops  in 
this  matter.     What  do  you  do  with  the 

1  question  of  the  raising  of  those  Militia  in 
Ireland?  You  do  not  leave  them  in 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  raised,  but  you  send  them  over  to 
this  country,  and  you  send  the  English 
Militia  regiments  to  Ireland.  Do  you 
expect  those  Irish  Militia  will  return  to 

|  their  country,  after  a  sojourn  with  you, 
and  be  more  agreeable  to  your  Govern- 
ment when  they  return  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, I  think  they  will  go  back  to 
Ireland  more  determined  than  ever 
to  help  their  country  whenever  the 
occasion  arises  to  recover  all  her 
rights  and  her  political  independence, 
and  all  those  privileges  and  liberties 
which  Irishmen  prize  and  intend  to  fight 
for  until  they  prevail.  I  lament,  I  confess, 
as  an  Irishman,  the  unhappy  position  in 
which  this  country  has  found  herself  at  the 
present  time.  Here  we  have  this  great 
Christian  country  of  England,  at  this 
period  of  the  Christian  era  :  England, 
who  has  always  boasted  that  she  is  a 
country  which  is  to  carry    not  her  own 

:  civilising  influence  alone,  but  the  benefitsof 
Christianity  all  over  the  world,  to  be  prose- 

'  cuting  a  war  against  what  I  will  pronounce 
one  of  the  most  Christian  nations  on  the 
earth  ;  and  she  has  the  absolute  hypocrisy, 

.  after  declaring  in  favour  of  this  war,  to 

!  pose  before  the  world  as  the  advocate  of 
Christianity.  I  say  that  the  greatest  set- 
back that  has  been  given  to  the  progress* 
of  Christianity  in  the  world  has  been 
given  by  this  unjust  and  cruel  war  which 
you  are  now  waging  against  a  fellow- 
Christian  nation.  What  is  the  use  of  you 
appealing  from  your  pulpits  for  money 
to  .spread  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  to 

;  the  heathen  tribes,  when  you  yourselves 
claim  to  be  the  custodians  of  the  Word  of 
the  Almighty  ?  You  have  proclaimed 
yourselves  to  be  the  greatest  Christian 
nation  of  the  world,  and  you  are  abso- 
lutely fighting  with  a  country  whose  creed  j 
is  more  pure  than  your  own ;  and  this  j 
religion,   forsooth,  you  propose  to  cany  | 
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to  the  benighted  heathens  with  the  Bible  f  have  we  got  to  do  with  this  question  ? 
in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  i  As  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  we  have 
I  think  when  the  history  of  this  war  is  i  not  a  single  Volunteer,  for  you  never  pro- 


written  in  future  years,  and  when  the 
historian  commences  the  record  of  what  I 
pronounce  to  be  the  commencement  of  the 
decadence  of  the  British  Empire,  upon 
those  pages  will  be  written  "  Ichabod ! 
thy  glory  is  departed  ";  because  you  who 
hare  hitherto  posed  as  the  pioneers  of 
freedom,  who  have  rejoiced  to  say  that 
in  every  country  struggling  for  liberty 
their  faces  were  turned  towards  England, 
you  are  now  fighting  not  for  the  common 
rights  of  humanity,  but  for  the  simple, 
sordid  advantage  of  a  few  stock-jobbers 


j  pose  to  give  us  any.  I  suppose  the 
Member  for  South  Belfast  will  tell  us 
that  we  are  all  rebels,  and  there- 
fore we  cannot  have  those  arms. 
That  may  be  so,  but  I  am  not  ashamed 
in  this  House  to  be  called  an  Irish  rebel. 
If  we  Irishmen  had  the  government  of 
our  own  country  we  would  not  come 
begging  to  you  in  this  House  for  the 
restoration  of  our  rights  which  you  have 
filched  from  us,  but  as  you  have  the 
power  you  keep  us  in  that  position.  But 
the  time  will  come,  whether  in  our  days 


in  the  City,  and  for  these  you  are  trying  j  or  in  the  days  of  those  who  follow  us, 
to  crush  out  and  take  away  the  liberty  of  i  when  you  will  regret  that  you  have  not 
these  two  Republics;  and  when  your  war  is  :  made  peace  with  your  Irish  brethren,  and 
ended,  as  it  must  be  ended,  by  success  to  ;  made  Ireland  one  part  of  your  Empire, 
your     arms — because     it    goes    without   when   we    would   willingly   have  united 


taying  that  if  your  power  is  five  to  one  in 
South  Africa  you  will  be  sure  to  succeed  • 
—when  you  come  to   deal    with    those  j 
Republics,  and  the   Dutch  in  Africa,  re- 
nea&ber  that  you  will  not  have  an  Ireland 
to  deal  with.     We  in  Ireland  are  deprived 
«f  the  rights  of  every  free  country --we 
are    not     allowed     to     carry    arms    to ' 
defend    ourselves    and     maintain      our  > 
rights :     but   when   you  come    to    deal  ■ 
with     Africa     and     the     Dutch     you 
will   not   have   that   power.      You   may 
oppress  them  for  a  time,  but  the  children 
•of  the  fathers  you  are  now  slaying  in  this 
unholy  war  will  rise  against  you  again  as 
armed  men.     I  should  fail  to  l>elieve  even 
in  the  Almighty  if  I  did  not  believe  that 
your   unjust  and   cruel   war    must    end 
eventually   in  disaster  to    you    and    in 
sacceis  to  these  men.     I  do  not  propose 
to  trespass  at  greater   length  upon  the 
time  of  the   House  to-night.     It  is  idle 
for  us  to  discuss  these  propositions  of 
yours.     If  I  were  to  attempt  to  criticise 
these   proposals  that  you  have  made  for 
increasing  your  Army,  I  might  heap  ridi- 
cule upon  them  as  has  been  rlone  by  the 
"  man  in  the  street "  in  London   to-day. 
When   you   talk  al>out   your   Volunteer 
force*  going  for  a  month  under  canvas, 
and  your  Volunteer  artillery  going  three 
months  under  canvas,  you  are  laughed  at 
hv  every   Volunteer  in  London,  because 
everybody    knows  that  there   is   not  an 
employer  in  England  that  would  consent 
to  his   employees  going    away  for  one 
month  and  leaving  his  work.     These  pro- 
posals of  yours  are  ridiculed  by  everyone ; 
•and,  if  that  be  so,  I  want  to  know  what 


with  you  in  pushing  forward  all  those 
reforms  which  are  common  to  us  all.  As 
an  Irish  representative  I  should  be  want- 
ing in  my  duty  to  my  constituency  and 
averse  to  every  feeling  in  my  heart  if  I 
had  not  expressed  myself  as  I  have  done 
in  regard  to  this  iniquitous  and  unjust 
war. 

♦Mr.  TL'LLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  My  hon. 
friends  on  these  benches  have  spoken  in 
opposition  to  the  Vote  for  this  war.  It 
has  been  suited  here  by  Irish  Members 
who  have  spoken — and  you,  Mr.  Lowther, 
have  ruled  them  out  of  order,  and  I  do 
not  want  to  by  cilled  to  order  for  repeat- 
ing it-  -that  the  taxation  of  Ireland  for 
this  war  is  out  of  proportion  to  the 
incidence  of  the  taxation  in  this  country. 
That  being  so,  we  shall  have  to  pay  more 
in  proportion  to  our  resources  than 
Englishmen  ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  we 
have  all  the  more  reason  as  Irishmen 
to  object  not  only  to  this  expenditure, 
but  to  also  object  to  the  mistakes  and 
blunders  which  hon.  Gentlemen  repre- 
senting Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
making  in  prolonging  this  war  or  making 
it  one  of  greater  difficulty.  The  more 
blunders  you  make  in  carrying  out  this 
war  the  greater  will  be  the  expense,  and 
the  greater  will  be  the  tax  which  will  fall 
upon  Ireland.  It  is  to  that  aspect  of  the 
question  that  I  wish  to  direct  the  few 
remarks  which  1  intend  to  make  this 
evening.  I  think  that  the  action  of 
Ministers  on  the  opposite  bench  within 
the  last  day  or  two  has  been  such  that, 
instead  of   bringing  this  war  to  a  speedy 
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termination,   it  will    probably  have  the 
effect  of  making  the  war  very  much  more 
destructive  and  ferocious.     We  were  told 
yesterday — the   hint  was  given    by  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and  repeated 
by  the  Leader  of  this  House — that  in  this 
war  in  South  Africa  you  intended,  under 
certain  conditions,  to  use  the  natives  and 
allow  them  to  defend  their  rights.     As 
far  as  my  reading  goes  of  the  literature  of  j 
this   war,  I  have  seen   it  stated  in   the  ! 
papers   that   the    Dutch    population   in  I 
Africa,     especially     in      Cape      Colony,  i 
have   a   great     horror   of     the    arming  I 
of      the     natives     in     South     Africa.  ; 
It    was  stated  early  in  the  war  that  if  I 
there  was  any  proposal  made  from  the 
English    side    to    arm  the  natives  that  j 
would  be  the  one  match  which    would  | 
light  the  powder  magazine,  and  probably  ' 
bring  about  an   explosion   and  rebellion  i 
among  the  Cape  Dutch.      The  statement  | 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  \ 
Leader  of  the  House,  yesterday,  will  be  | 
read  by  the  Duteh  in  Cape  Colony  as  an.  I 
indication  that  the  Government  intend  to  | 
resort  to  this  extreme  measure  of  arming  ; 
the  natives  in  this  way.     That  is  just  like 
some  of  the  other  statements  made  by  the  ' 
right  hon.    Gentlemen    composing    Her 
Majesty's  Government  which  led  to  this 
unhappy  war.     It  was  a  statement  made 
by  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  which 
was  largely  responsible  for  bringing  about 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  we  have  : 
a  right  to  protest  against  having  to  pay 
more  than  our  share,  and    against    the 
statement  made  that  you  intend  to  arm 
the  natives  and  use  them  in  this  war. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  question  can- 
not be  raised  in  this  delrate. 

♦Mr.   J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS:    No 
such  statement  was  ever  made. 

♦Mr.  TULLY  :  Passing  from  that  there  j 
is  another  objection  to  this  Vote.  You  j 
are  going  to  hand  this  £13,000,000  to  a  I 
department  which  we  have  heard  criti- 1 
cised  very  strongly  in  this  House.  You  | 
are  going  to  hand  it  over  to  be  expended 
by  the  War  Office.  I  object  to  the  ex- 1 
penditure  of  this  money  by  the  depart-  j 
ment  which  has  been  so  much  criticised 
in  this  House,  and  in  the  newspapers.  I  \ 
have  read  a  speech  made  by  the  hon.  and  I 
gallant  Gentleman  opposite,  which  is  re-  j 
ported  in  HansardT  in  which  he  describes  I 
the  War  Office  as  "  the  epitome  of  | 
centralisation  gone  mad."  I  am  sur- 1 
prised    that    he   does    not   use    similar 

Mr.  Tully* 


language  now    about    that    department. 
You  are  handing  over  this  £13,000,OOJ> 
to  be  expended  by  the  War  Office,  and  if 
we  look  up  during  the  progress  of  thk 
war  the  conduct  of  that  Department,  m 
find  that  there  has   been  one   continual 
series  of  blunders  and  mistakes.     It  looks 
very  strange  before  the  world  that  the** 
two     Republics,    composed    of    pastoral 
people  and  farmers,  are  able  to-  beat  you,. 
who  boast  that  you  are  the  best  manor 
fasturing  country  in  the  world,,  in   the- 
matter  of  munitions  and  armaments.    It 
reflects  very  much  on  Great  Britain  that^ 
in  a    struggle  like  this,    two   Republic* 
in    this  far  away  corner  of  South  Afrit* 
are  able   to  get   better  guns  and.  riflef 
than  can  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ; 
soldiers  who  are  sent  from  this  country- 
Why    is   it  that  this    state    of    things 
has     come     about?      I     find     when    I 
read      the     criticisms    and     statement* 
in  the  press,  and  listen  to  speeches  in  thifc 
House,  that  it  is  due  to  the  incompetence- 
and  bungling  of  the  War  Office.     That  h 
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  object  to  tibia. ! 
Vote  being  handed  over  to  the  same  De-  | 
partment  where  the   public  money  has- 
been  wasted  in  the  past.     In  the  descrip-j 
tions    of    the    battles    at    Colenso    and; 
Magersfontein,  where  your  troops   have  J 
suffered  reverses,,  all.  the  correspondent!) 
have  laid  stress  upon  the  fact  that  tha» 
Maxim- Vickers  gun  which  the  Boers  had " 
was  a  terrible   gun,    which   spread  oODr- 
sternatiou  and  destruction  amongst  your 
troops  wherever  it  was  used.     And  you. 
send  out  your  own  troops  without  similar 
guns  to  face  it.     The  statement  has  been. 
made  here  that  in  1892  the  patent  of  that. 
very  gun  was  offered  to  the  British  War- 
Office,  and  because  of  the  influences  that. 
regulate  matters  there  they  refused  that 
gun,  and  allowed  it  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  President  Kruger  and.  the  Boers.     Tha* 
result    of    that    blunder    alone    is  that 
hundreds  of  lives — more   especially  the 
lives  of  Irishmen — have  been  lost  becanat 
the  Boers  have  been  better  equipped  aodL 
better  armed,  and  provided  with  better 
material  t£an  have  been  placed  in  tiatc 
hands  of  the  soldiers  sent  out  from  this 
country.     I   have  read,  descriptions 
correspondents     who      have      desoril 
this    gun     as     the     "pomrpem" 
No    satisfactory    explanation    has 
given  as  to  why  you  allowed,  the 
for  these  guns  to  be  acquired  by 
Powers.    Then,  again,  there  is  the 
tion  of  the  Creusot  gunsv    It.  has 
stated  by  your  own  generals  that 
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ins  •  were  outranged  by  the  Creusot  ( 
ins  in  the  hands  of  the  Boers,  and  that ' 
at  was  the  reason  of  some  of  the  j 
feats  which  attended  your  operations.  | 

was  the  shelling  of  the  Creusot  guns  i 
at  made  Dundee  untenable,  and  caused  j 
aneral  Yule  to  retreat  to  Ladysmith.  . 
t  the  battle  of  Modderspruit  the j 
ritish  guns  were  also  outranged  by  the  ' 
oer  artillery,  and  it  was  only  yesterday  I 

read    that    the    British    troops  were  j 
iven     from    their    position    in     Coles 
op    by     one    of    the    Creusot    guns. 
hat  shows  the  bungling  and  inefficiency  > 
:  the  War  Office  to  whom  we  are  now 
iked  to  hand  over  thirteen  millions.     It 
as  stated  in  the  Daily  Mail  at  the  open- 
kg  of  the  war,  when  it  was  thought  that 
t>  armaments  could  be  imported  into  the 
ransvaal,    that  the  Boers  had    eighty 
reuaot   guns  on  order,  and  that  they 
ere  ready  for  delivery  when  the  war 
roke  out.     These  guns  were  on  offer  at ' 
le  Creusot  works  in  France,  and  I  be- 
ere  a  private  individual  offered  to  buy 
hem  and  sell  them  again  to  the  British 
Var  Office,  and  yet  on  account  of  the 
nfloenee  prevailing  at  the  War  Office  the 
pins  were  not  bought,  with  the  result 
hat  you  have    been   trying    to  cobble 
rith   naval  guns  in  order  to   meet   the 
ioer    artillery,    which     has     absolutely 
utclassed  your  own.     Now   I  come  to 
aother  matter  which  I  think  is  one  of 
he  most  serious  connected  with  the  war, 
.nd  that  is  the  question  of  powder.     I 
erved    on   a  Committee  upstairs,  and   I 
isppen  to  have  some  experience  of  one  of 
he  gentlemen  mixed  up  in  this  matter. 
A'e  know  it  is  stated  that  the  inventor 
if  cordite  is  Sir  Frederick  Abel.     I  have 
lere  a  report  of    the  debate  which  took 
llace  on  this  subject  in  1893  in  this  House, 
vhen  right  hon.  Gentlemen  now  in  power 
rere  in  opposition,  and  in  that  debate  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a 
remarkable    speech    on   what  he   called 
the     "  Cordite     scandal."        He     said, 
"The   result    was    that  we   had   got  a 
lad  smokeless  powder."     It  was  stated 
then   that   when  the   War  Office    were 
mxious    to    get  a  smokeless  powder — 
orhich  had  been  in  use  on  the  Continent 
for  years — they  advertised  for   tenders 
ind  appoint  d  a  committee  of  experts  to 
inquire    into    them.      That    committee, 
consisting  of  Professors  Abel,  Dewar,  and 
Dupre\  received  tenders  from  seventeen 
or  eighteen  inventors,  and  rejected  them 
all,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  Sir 
Frederick   Abel   came    forward    as    the 


inventor  of  cordite.  The  objection  to  the 
specification  sent  in  by  one  of  {the  inven- 
tors— Mr.  Maxim — was  that  it  contained 
nitro-glycerine,  but  cordite  contains  more 
nitroglycerine  than  any  other  explosive 
used  in  war.  Dealing  with  this  question, 
■"  ~"    ~ J 


if  Sir  Frederick  Abel 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  am  afraid  I  am 
unable  to  see  what  that  question  has  to 
do  with  this  Vote. 

♦Mr.    TULLY:    I  find   in    this    Vote 
£1,600,000  for  warlike  and  other  stores, 
and  1  oppose  it  because  of  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  War  Office  with  reference  to 
this  matter.  The  question  was  discussed  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  since  been  made 
members  of  the  Government,  probably  to 
prevent   them   repeating   the  arguments 
they  had  used  when  on  this  side  of  the 
House.      In    the    debate    of     1*93    the 
present     Secretary     to    the     Treasury, 
speaking  of  Sir   Frederick   Abel  having 
picked  the  brains  of  foreign  inventors  in 
order  to  pretend  that   he  had   invented 
cordite,  which  he  passed  off  on  the  British 
nation  as  an  excellent  powder,  said  that  if 
Sir  Frederick  Abel  and  Professor  Dewar 
had  not  the  authority  of  the  War  Office 
for  selling  these  secrets  :o  foreign  Powers 
they  came  within  the  Official  Secrets  Act, 
aiiff  ought  to  be  prosecuted.  Sir  Frederick 
,  Abel   had   taken   out   patents    for    gun- 
cotton 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  That  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  present  Vote. 
The  powder  may  have  been  good  or  bad, 
but  the  part  Sir  Frederick  Abel  or  others 
took  in  inventing  it  has  no  connection 
with  this  Vote. 

*Mr.  TULLY  :  I  fail  to  appreciate  the 
distinction.  We  arc  now  asked  to  vote 
£1,600,000  for  warlike  and  other  stores, 
and  it  was  on  the  Army  Estimates  that 
the  debate  of  1S93  was  raised.  Are  we 
not  now  to  be  allowed  to  debate  the  case  ? 

!    *The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 

is  allowed  to  debate  it,  but  I  do  not  think 

!  he  is  entitled  to  go  into  matters  seven 

'  years  old  in  order  to  criticise  the  part 

taken  by  Sir  Frederick  Abel  or  others  in 

inventing  a  certain  powder. 

'  *Mr.  TULLY:  But  that  is  the  very 
1  powder  which  has  led  to  the  disasters  in 
South  Africa.  "The  Cordite  Scandal" 
was  discussed  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette 
1  and  Tlie  Timrs,  and  it  was  stated  then 
j  that  the  first  time  England  got  into  a  war 
v  with  a  Power  armed  with  modern  weapons 
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she  would  find  that  the  powder  she  had  I  *Mr.  TULLY :  I  am  anxious  to  get 
was  inferior.  That  is  what  has  happened,  I  further  details  with  reference  to  the* 
and  the  reports  sent  home  from  the  front '  question  of  the  Creusot  guns, 
state  that  the  British  rifles  would  not  *Mr  j  POWELL- WILLI  A  MS :  I  can. 
carry  withm  800  yards  of  the  rifle*  used  ^ye  &n  mww  at  once  There  is  not  fc 
by  the  Boers,  and  that  the  Britosh  artil-  *articlo  o{  truth  in  the  8tatement  of  the. 
lery  was  also  outranged.  That  was  caused  £on  Member. 
by     bad     smokeless     powder,    and     I 

was  trying  to  trace   how  it  was  imposed  ;    *Mr.  TULLY  :  That  is  very  rough  on 
on  the  country,  and  I  find  it  was  done  by  j  the  Daily  Mail,  whose  statements  you  took 
officials    of    the   War    Office  —the  very  !  as  gospel  when  you  were  promoting  this 
department  which  is  now  asking  us  for  |  war,  although  you  are  inclined  to  attach 
thirteen  millions  to  waste  and  squander  j  less  importance  to  them  now.     Then,  as. 
in  tne  same  way.     That  is  one  of  my    to  lyddite,  we  were  told  in  the  early  part 
objections  to  this  Vote.     You  will  find    of  the  war  that  lyddite  was  such  a  terrible- 
still   existing  the  same  spirit,  the  same  .  explosive    that    it     would     exterminate 
influence,  and  the  same  desire  to  make  i  "acres  of  Boers"— that  was  the  extraor- 
inoney  out  of  the   British  nation— and    dinary  expression  used.     It  was  also  said 
incidentally  out  of  the  Irish  taxpayer—    that  Genera!  Joubert  protested  against  it* 
that  have  caused  the  War  Office  to  reject    U8e  to  Sir  George  White.     We  now  find 
excellent  weapons,  such  as  the   Maxim-    that  lyddite  was  not  exactly  the  success  it 
Vickers,  and  the  Creusot  guns,  while  Sir    w&s  expected  to  be.     I  read  the  other  day 
Frederick  Abel  is  making  thousands  of    tDftt    the   garrison    of    Ladysmith — and 
pounds  out  of  the  powder  he  claims  to    n^ny  of  us  would  rather  Ladysmith  had 
have    invented/     The  War    Office  also    been  relieved  than  Kimberley  on  account 
allowed    Professor    Anderson    to    be    a    °*  one  gentleman  who  is  in  Kimberley— 
member     of     a     company     supplying    tnat  the  garrison  watched  the  explosion  of 
them     with    material,     and     when*  he    these  lyddite  shells  and  saw  a  black  smoke, 
was  asked  to  give  up  his  connection  with  ,  I  asked  an  authority  on  the  subject,  should 
the  company  he  simply  transferred  his    there  have  been  a  black  smoke  after  ex- 
shares  to  his  wife  and  son.     These  are    plosion,  and  he   said  "  No,"  and  that  it 
the  kind  of  transactions  which  have  pre-    proved    the    shells  were    useless.      The 
vented  you  from  getting  the  best  weapons    Government  came  into  office  on  cordite  ; 
and  ammunition  for  this  war.     You  are    they  may  possibly  go  out  on  lyddite.. 
now  sending  out  poor  Irish  soldiers  with        Mr.  HAYDEN    (Roscommon,  S.)  :    I 
rifles  which   will   not  carry  within  800    do  not  think  I  would  discharge  my  duty 
yards  of  the  Boer  rifles,  and  without  the    to  my  constituents,  who  are  keenly  and 
protection  of  artillery  when  engaged  in    bitterly  opposed  to  this  war,  if  I  did  not 
these  mad  and  blundering  frontal  attacks.    j0in  mv  colleagues  in  entering  my  pro- 
No  other  country  in  the  world  would  have    test  against  this  Vote.     We  are  opposed 
submitted  to  the  generalship  shown  in  this  1 10  the  war  because  we  think  it  is  unjust*, 
war.     In    any    other   country     General    unnecessary,  and  criminal,  and  therefore- 
duller  would  have  been  cashiered  after    we  wouid  oppose  the  vote  of  a  single- 
Colenso  and  Lord  Methuen  would  have    poUnd  as  much  as  the  £13,000,000.    We- 
been  placed  against  a  wall.     [An  Hon.    means  ^  use  the  forms  of  the  House,  so 
Member  :  And  shot.]    To  vote  thirteen  '  far  ag  jnour  power>  ^  oppo8e  every  \t0te. 
millions  to  a  Department  managed  mthis  j  tnat    may  be    brought  forward  for  the 
manner  *  prosecution  of  the  struggle  against  the 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member ,'  Boers,  in  which  they  are  fighting  the 
has  already  referred  to  that  matter  two  cause  of  liberty.  They,  like  us  Irishmen,, 
or  three  times.  I  must  call  his  attention  to  are  fighting  against  a  Power  which  seeks- 
the  Standing  Order  which  forbids  re-  j  to  expand  its  territory  at  the  expense  of 
petition.  I  a  small  but  brave  and  gallant  race.   Now,, 

♦Mr.  TULLY  :  I  thought  perhaps  the  !  in  ad?tion  ft0  °"rkhaV!??  ™l  feft5L°J 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office   opposition  strengthened  V  the  fact  that 

might  explain  war  ls  againBt  tne  freedom  of  a  brave 

g         ^  ,  and  gallant  race,  we  have  also  a  deep 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  Secretary  to  j  financial  interest  in  this  question.  Already 

the  War  Office  cannot  reply  while  the  hon.  '  a  very  largo  sum  has  been  voted  for  the 

Member  is  in  possession.  '  prosecution  of  this  war.     In  October  last. 

Mr.  Tally.  ' 
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we 


were    told    from    the    Government    consider  themselves  oppressed   by  you, 
benches  that  strong  hopes   were  enter-    and  who  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the 


tained  that  the  ten  millions  then  voted 
would  be  sufficient  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
conclusion.  Now  we  find  the  same 
Government  officials  asking  a  further 
sum  of  thirteen  millions,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  war.  to  a  con- 
clusion, because  there  is  no  man  in 
this  House  sanguine  enough  to  think  that 
twenty -three  millions  will  bring  the 
war  to  a  successful  close,  but  merely 
as  a  Vote  on  account.  The  Govern- 
ment will  require  to  come  down  to  the 
House  and  ask  for  many  more  millions. 
I  remember  that  when  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Clare  stated  here  that  it  would 
cost  you  at  least  fifty  millions  of  money  to 
conquer  the  Transvaal  he  was  sneered  and 
laughed  at  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House.  This  brave  and  gallant  race,  by 
their  determined  resistance  to  your  large 
armaments,  have  shown  themselves  worthy 
of  the  freedom  for  which  they  are  fighting 
*n  well.  We  wish  to  bring  this  war  to 
an  immediate  close,  because  we  think  it 
should  never  have  been  entered  upon. 
We  are  told  that  a  blunder  is  worse  than 
a  crime,  but  this  war  is  both  a  crime  and 
a  blunder. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Mr.  McPer- 
MOTT,  Kilkenny,  N.).  House  counted, 
and  forty  Members  being  found  present : 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (continuing):  I  was  say 


opportunity  offered,  have  risen  in  arms  in 
order  to  gain  for  themselves  that  freedom 
of  which   the  Boers  have  proved  so  de- 
serving, mean  on  this  occasion,  and  on 
every  other  occasion,  to  offer  the  strongest 
opposition   to   this  war,  in  resisting  ap- 
plications for  more  men  or  more  money, 
and  in  every  other  shape  or  form.     We 
have  a  deep   interest  ourselves   in  this 
matter,  because  of  these  thirteen  millions 
which  are  now  asked  for  we  shall  have 
to  bear  a  far  larger  share,  in  our  opinion, 
than    even   if   we    were   assenting    and 
1  enthusiastic  supporters   of    the    war  we 
would  be  entitled  to  pay.     Seeing  that 
our  country  is  so  opposed  to  this  war,  we 
'  say  it  should  be   exempt   entirely  from 
any  tax  on  account  of  it,  but  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  pay,  not  only  a  share  of 
the    expense,   but    a  grossly  dispropor- 
tionate share.     I  have  no  desire  now  to 
go  into  the  financial  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  nor  should  I  be  allowed  to 
do  so,  but  I  maj'  say  that  we  believe  we 
are  unjustly   taxed,   and  this  Vote  and 
every  other  of  which  this  is  a  small  part 
in   connection   with   the   war    will    add 
,  greatly  to  that  injustice  of  which  we  com- 
plain.    Now,  mention  was  made  to-night 
of  the  way  in  which  Irish   Militia  regi- 
ments were  urged  and  compelled  to  vohm- 
■  teer  for  this  war.     The  Third  Leinster 
Militia  now  stationed  at   Woolwich  were 
absolutely  compelled  to  appear  to  volun- 
ing that  having  made  the  mistake  of  entering    teer.     They  were  placed  on  parade,  and  a 


on  this  war,  which  we,  at  least,  regard  as  a 
blunder  and  a  crime,  the  country  would 
he  well  advised  to  bring  it  to  a  close  as 
soon  as  possible — not  to  the  conclusion 
which  has  been  advocated  by  hon.  Mem- 
liers  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  not  by 
the  suppression  of  the  liberty  of  that 
brave   and  gallant  race,  not  by  the  ex- 


high  officer  in  command,  not  even  their 
own  Colonel  reviewed  them,  and  then 
asked  that  every  man  who  did  not  wish 
to  go  to  the  war  should  step  forward.  The 
men,  naturally  confused,  thought  that  the 
order  was  that  those  who  would  go  to  the 
war  should  step  forward,  others  who 
appreciated  the  position  did  not  like  to 


termination  of  a  people  who  have  shown  ,  step  forward  because  it  might  place  them 
how  worthy  they  are  of  freedom,  not  by  |  in  a  ridiculous  light.  Information  was 
continuing  the  war  until  much  blood,  then  sent  that  the  whole  of  the  Leinster 
ljoth  British  and  Boer,  is  shed,  not  until  ■  regiment  had  volunteered.  As  a  matter 
many  more  millions  of  money  are  wasted,  i  of  fact  very  few  are  willing  to  go  to  this 
hut  by  an  act  that  might  be  described  as  {  war,  and  none  of  them  volunteered  in  the 
generous  and  magnanimous  on  your  part.  !  strict  sense  of  the  word      Another  trick 


opponents 
You  are 


£ou  are  a  great  Empire,  your 
are  only  'two  small  Republics, 
strong  enough,  big  enough,  powerful 
enough,  and  rich  enough  to  afford  to  do 
this  magnanimous  act.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  there  is  much  hope  that  at  the 
present  time  such  an  act  of  magnanimity 
will  be  shown.  But,  at  any  rate,  we  on 
these  benches,  who  represent  a  people  who 


of  the  War  Office  is,  when  an  officer  is 
requested  to  volunteer  and  does  not  see 
his  way  to  do  so,  to  send  him  an  envelope 
containing  two  white  feathers.  The 
British  Government  ought  to  be  above 
such  mean  and  petty  resources  and  in- 
timidation for  the  purposes  of  bringing  in 
men  who  have  already  served  in  the 
Army.     I  wish  merely  to  join  in  the  pro- 
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test  which  has  been  made  against  this 
war,  and  to  say  that  I  do  not  consider  I 
should  be  doing  my  duty  to  my  consti- 
tuency or  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  are 
so  bitterly  hostile  to  the  war,  if  I  did  not 
offer  every  opposition  in  my  power. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  As  several  specific 
questions  have  been  addressed  to  me,  I 
feel  that  I  must  rise  to  answer  them,  and 
that  is  the  limit  I  propose  to  myself  on 
this  occasion.  I  see  that  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  is  in  his  place,  but  he  will 
not  expect  me  to  reply  to  a  speech  that 
had  already  been  replied  to.  In  fact,  that 
speech  contains  a  phrase  quite  sufficient 
for  ray  purpose  as  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  this  Vote.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aaid  he  was  quite  prepared  to  support  the 
Government  in  securing  all  the  resources 
necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
and  for  home  defence,  and  that  he  would 
not  accompany  that  support  with  any  fas- 
tidious criticism.  That  is  enough  for  my 
purposef  and  I  should  be  committing  an 
outrage  on  him  if  I  dealt  further  with  his 
speech.  We  have  listened  to-night  to  a 
number  of  very  useful  speeches  containing 
valuable  suggestions  by  hon.  Members 
interested  in  this  question  of  defence. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Lewisham  sug- 
gested that  we  should  expand  the  trade 
of  gun  manufacturing,  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  secure  certain  portions  of 
guns,  which  could  afterwards  be  put 
together  at  the  Royal  Arsenal.  We  are 
proceeding  very  much  on  those  lines. 
Another  hon.  Member  asked  whether 
there  was  sufficient  ammunition  for 
practice,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
South  Africa.  That  is  the  case.  There 
is  no  shortness  of  ammunition  at  the 
present  moment.  Almost  every  topic 
has  been  threshed  out  except  one,  and  it 
is  to  that  subject  alone  that  I  shall  now 
address  my  remarks.  I  am  glad  to  see  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  present  here, 
because  the  subject  to  which  I  wish  to 
address  myself  is  that  of  the  Irish  Militia 
battalions — a  subject  that  has  apparently 
excited  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  their 
minds.  The  hon.  Member  for  Tipperary 
was  the  first  to  bring  the  matter  before  us, 
but  since  then  we  have  listened  to  the 
hon.  Members  for  South  Kerry  and  North 
Cork.  There  are  one  or  two  points  which 
I  will  not  treat  at  the  outset  as  in  dispute, 
because  we  may  be  in  accord.  There  are 
uncertainties  on  questions  of  facts. 
Whether  hon.  Members  will  agree  that 
the  facts  are  as  they  ought  to  be  I  do  not 

Mr.  Hayden. 


know,  but  I  will  state  the  facts  as  I  under- 
stand them.  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Gavan  evidently  believed  that  embodied 
Militiamen  and  Militiamen  who,  subse- 
quent to  embodiment,  were  transferred  to 
this  country  or  abroad  had  to  rely  for  the 
support  of  their  wives  and  families  upon 
public  charity,  and  upon  public  charity 
alone.  That  is  not  the  case.  So  soon  as 
a  Militiaman  is  embodied  he  is  en- 
titled to  the  allowance  which  is  given  to 
the  Regular  soldier,  and  the  wife  of  every 
embodied  Militiaman  receives  Is.  Id.  a 
day,  according  to  the  new  rates,  and  2d. 
a  day  for  every  girl  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  and  for  every  boy  under  the  age 
of  fourteen. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon,  but  as  he  is  evi- 
dently alluding  to  me  I  would  just  like  to 
ask  him  when  this  order  came  into  force. 
Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a 
number  of  applications  for  outdoor  relief 
have  been  addressed  to  the  guardians  of 
unions  in  Ireland  in  consequence  of  there 
not  being  such  an  order  ? 

Mr.  WYTNDHAM  :  I  am  not  aware  of 

that  fact.  It  would  not  come  within  my 
knowledge. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  am  the  chair- 
j  man  of  a  board  of  guardians  in  Ireland, 
|  and  I  know  it. 

|      Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  do  not  dispute 

that.     Not  this  order,  but  another  order 

I  has  been  in  force  for  many  years,  and  the 

I  allowance  by   the  recent  order  has  been 

!  increased  to  the  figures  I  have  given  to 

the     Committee.       There    is    no  doubt 

!  about     it.       Some    reference    has    been 

i  made  to  a  letter  published  in  the  news- 

1  papers,    from    his    Eminence    Cardinal 

i  Logue,  and  I  have  received  a  letter  on  the 

|  subject  myself    from   an   hon.    Member 

representing  an   Irish   constituency.     It 

;  is  clear  from  his  Eminence's  letter  that 

I  the   Militiaman  whose  case  was  brought 

I  before   him  was  in  the  Militia  Reserve. 

I  I  might  explain  that  one  Militiaman  out 

.  of  every  four  goes  into  the  Militia  Reserve. 

I  When  a  Militiaman  is  allowed  the  privi- 

I  lege  of  going  into  the  Militia  Reserve  he 

receives  increased  remuneration — instead 

of  £1  a  year  he  gets  £2  a  year — and  for 

that  extra  remuneration  he  accepts  extra 

obligations.     Like  a  man  in  the  Army 

Reserve,   he    is  liable   to  go  on  active 

service    whenever  the   Army  call   upon 

him.     It  might  be  that  this  man  was  told 

that  he  would  get  another  sovereign  a 
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year  by  accepting  this  obligation,  and 
(hat  he  did  not  understand  it ;  but  that 
happened  years  ago.  He  has  l)een  receiv- 
ing £1  a  year  for  some  time  for  the 
promise  of  certain  services.  The  time  for 
rendering  those  services  has  now  come, 
and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  give  them. 
Some  hon.  Members  opposite  asked  me 
*hy  Irish  Militia  battalions  had  been 
moved  to  England  and  rice  versa.  I  almost 
despair  of  explaining  that.  It  is  owing, 
in  the  first  place,  to  the  limited  barrack 
accommodation ;  in  the  second  place,  that 
Militia  battalions  were  affiliated  to  Line 
battalions ;  and  in  the  third  place  to  the 
fact  that  these  Line  battalions  were 
moved  to  Aldershot  for  mobilisation.  A 
great  many  movements  take  place  which 
to  the  cursory  observer  must  appear 
arbitrary.  There  is  a  chance  illustra- 
tion which  perhaps  may  explain  the 
matter.  The  East  Lancashire  Regi- 
ment was  selected  to  form  part  of  the 
Seventh  Division.  At  the  time  they 
were  stationed  at  Jersey,  but  they  were 
brought  to  Aldershot  for  concentration 
and  sent  from  there  to  South  Africa,  leav- 
ing the  men  under  twenty  years  of  age  at 
Aldershot.  Afterwards,  when  the  Eighth 
Division  was  being  formed,  there  was  a 
demand  for  barrack  accommodation  at 
Aldershot,  and  the  details  of  the  East 
Lancashire  Regiment  were  sent  to  the 
Curragh.  I  will  not  pursue  that  topic, 
for  I  do  not  believe  anyone  but  the  In- 
spector General  of  Fortifications  really 
understands  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOXD :  Per- 
haps the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  ask  why  in  war  times  like  the  pre- 
sent you  invariably  start  to  train  Irish 
military  battalions  in  England,  whereas 
in  times  of  peace  you  leave  them  in  their 
own  districts. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  If  this  House 
should  at  any  time  consider  it  worth 
while  to  spend  five  millions  for  extra 
accommodation  in  order  that  these  move- 
ments may  be  dispensed  with,  we  shall  be 
absolved  from  doing  things  which  are  so 
open  to  the  criticism  of  people  who  do  not 
understand.  I  now  come  to  another  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  facts  of  which,  I  think, 
there  is  doubt,  and  that  is  whether  any 
compulsion  has  l>een  placed  on  Irish 
Militia  battalions  to  volunteer  for  service 
abroad  or  for  active  service  in  South 
Africa.  A  man  goes  into  the  Militia 
knowing  the  obligations  he  undertakes  — 
namely,  to  be  trained  for  a  certain  number 


of  days  in  the  year  in  time  of  peace,  and 
to  be  called  out  and  put  in  barracks  inde- 
finitely in  time  of  war,  though  he  is  not 
to  go  on  service  abroad  or  on  active  ser- 
vice except  by  his  own  consent. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN" :  I  read  a 
letter  from  a  man  in  the  3rd  Munster 
Fusiliers  in  which  he  stated  that  he  was 
compelled  to  go  on  active  service  together 
with  a  large  numl>er  of  others. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  laid  his  finger  on  the  question  of 
fact  which  I  have  already  said  was  doubt- 
ful. The  hon.  Gentleman  gave  an  ac- 
count which  does  not  tally  with  the  con- 
clusions I  have  arrived  at.  Most  explicit 
orders  have  been  issued  to  officers  com- 
manding Militia  battalions  not  to  put 
any  pressure  on  the  men  to  volun- 
teer. When  a  battalion  is  embodied 
the  practice  has  been  to  invite 
the  men  in  a  general  parade  to  volunteer, 
and  not  to  invite  those  who  do  not  wish 
to  volunteer  to  step  forward.  If  that  has 
been  done,  it  is  utterly  against  the 
spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  orders  issued. 
If  such  an  abuse  has  crept  in,  which  I 
doubt,  1  may  inform  hon.  Members  that 
before  any  unit  is  accepted  for  foreign 
service  the  officer  who  inspects  the  unit 
— always  a  man  unconnected  with  the 
regiment — gives  to  the  men  an  oppor- 
tunity at  the  last  moment  of  saying, 
"  Well,  on  second  thoughts  we  prefer  to 
stay  at  home."  It  is  clear  that  in  Eng- 
land no  such  difficulty  has  arisen,  for  the 
hon.  Member  for  Staffordshire  stated  that, 
whereas  570  men  of  his  battalion  volun- 
teered, 111 — for  excellent  reasons,  no 
doubt-  -preferred  not  to  volunteer.  We 
do  not  hold  these  men  bound  to  go.  On 
the  contrary,  we  know  that  there  is  com- 
petition between  the  men  and  the  batta- 
lions for  the  opportunity  of  going.  So 
far  as  [  know,  only  two  battalions  that 
have  had  the  opportunity  have  waived 
their  right  in  favour  of  others,  and  they 
are  composed  of  men  engaged  in  a  trade 
which  at  this  time  of  year  would 
have  made  volunteering  on  their  part 
most  onerous  to  them.  Having  said  that 
I  invite  the  Committee  to  judge.  The 
Committee  has  heard  nothing  of  the 
flnglish  and  Scotch  battalions,  though  we 
hear  a  great  deal  about  the  Irish  batta- 
lions, and  certain  lyl  have  gathered  from  the 
speeches  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  represent 
Irish  constituencies  that  a  greater  per- 
centage of  Irish  battalions  has  been  sent 
abroad.     How  do  they  reconcile  that  with 
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the  fact  that  twenty-two  English,  two  ' 
Welsh,  four  Scotch,  and  four  Irish  bat- 
talions have  been  sent  away  ?  The  per- 
centage of  English  battalions  is  sixty-four, 
and  of  Irish  battalions  twelve.  The  whole 
tenor  of  the  speeches  we  have  heard  is 
that  Irish  battalions  have  been  shoved  to 
the  front  as  Uriah  was  shoved  to  the 
front. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  asked 
whether  they  were  to  understand  that 
only  four  Irish  battalions  had  been  sent 
to  South  Africa. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  to  understand  from  me  that  four 
Irish  battalions  have  been  sent  abroad  and 
two  others  have  been  invited  to  volunteer, 
but  have  not  yet  given  any  definite 
answer. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  think 
you  are  referring  to  Militia  battalions. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  only  discussing 
the  Militia.  I  do  not  propose  to  intro- 
duce the  question  of  the  Regular  bat- 
talions unless  hon.  Members  opposite 
desire  it,  but  I  may  say  that  there  are 
sixty-one  English,  three  Welsh,  eleven 
Scotch,  and  nine  Irish  regiments  at  the 
front,  the  percentage  of  the  English 
being  sixty-nine,  and  of  the  Irish 
nine.  If  it  is  specifically  alleged 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
that  the  commanding  officer  of  any  batta- 
lion has  not  complied  with  the  War  Office 
orders,  if  the  hon.  Member  will  write  me 
that  he  prefers  that  charge  against  any 
officer,  I  will  inquire  into  it.  If  the  hon. 
Member  does  not  do  so,  I  will  not.  I 
think  the  explanation  of  all  this  mystery 
is  the  well-known  characteristic  of  all 
Irishmen — namely,  to  make  themselves 
agreeable.  All  I  can  say  is  that  if  any 
commanding  officer  who  has  been  ordered 
to  invite  those  of  his  men  who  wished  to 
volunteer  has,  in  fact,  asked  those  men 
who  did  not  wish  to  volunteer  to  step 
forward,  I  can  only  say  he  must  be  an 
Irishman. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  cannot  express  my 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's explanation.  I  think  he  had  quite 
sufficient  to  do  to  answer  the  questions. 
For  instance,  he  was  asked  whether  when 
this  demand  for  Volunteers  was  made  the 
men  were  on  parade  or  not.  Surely  the 
Under  Secretary  could  have  answered 
yes  or  no.  It  *eems  to  me  as  if  the  men 
were  intimidated.     The  hon.  Gentleman 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


was  asked  whether,  doubts  being  raised 
as  to  the  facts,  he  would  allow  certain 
Members  of  this  House  to  go  down  to  the 
place  where  the  regiment  was  quartered 
and  inquire  whether  the  men  were  really 
free  agents  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  remarked  that  it 
would  be  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  dis- 
cipline to  permit  such  a  procedure. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  still  thought 
they  would  have  been  within  their  strict 
rights  to  have  insisted  upon  it.  He 
asked  again  if  the  Munster  Fusiliers 
would  be  free  to  change  their  minds.  They 
had  been  ordered  to  go  out  on  the  25th 
inst. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  know  the 
case  of  the  Minister  Fusiliers,  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  will  bring  me  a  definite 
allegation  I  will  endeavour  to  meet  it. 
The  Munster  Fusiliers  were  asked  to 
volunteer,  and  they  consented ;  and 
surely  they  must  be  taken  to  know  their 
own  minds. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  cited  a  case 
where  word  was  sent  to  the  War  Office 
that  a  whole  regiment  had  volunteered  to* 
go :  but  the  truth  had  now  leaked  out 
that  not  half  of  them  were  willing  to  go. 
Ho  hoped  Members  on  his  side  of  the 
House  would  keep  the  interest  alive  in 

j  this  debate  till  they  got  a  satisfactory 
answer.  There  was  a  remedy  which 
Members  could  have  recourse  to  when 
responsible  gentlemen  like  the  Under 
Secretary  would  not  answer  questions,  or 
rather — for  his  uniform  courtesy  was  not 

i  to  be  denied — his  Department  held  him 
back  when  his  natural  disposition  was  to 
answer  frankly.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  would  move  to  reduce  every 
Vote  till  he  did  get  a  satisfactory  answer. 

i    *Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  sin- 

1  cerely  hoped  that  the  War  Office  would 
order  an  inquiry  into  the  disaster  which 

:  overtook  the  Highland  Brigade  at  Magers- 
fontein,  a  disaster  which  he  feared  was 
brought  about  by  gross  carelessness,  mis- 
management, or  incapacity.    He  also  com- 

;  plained  of  the  lack  of  proper  arrangements 
for  the  troops  embarking  in  bitter  weather, 

!  the  absence  of  proper  shelter  for  the 
men,  and  seasonable  meals.  Some  in- 
quiry should  also  be  instituted  into 
the  antiquated  surgical  instruments  which 
are  provided  for  our  Military  Hospitals 
at  home,  as  also  the  defective  sights  of 
the  Lee-Enfield  and  Lee-Metford  rifles ; 
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350,000  of  the  former  and  many  thousands 
of  the  latter  were  inaccurate,  not  only  the 
fore-sights  but  back-sights.  [Laughter.] 
This  stupid  blunder  would  cost  the  country 
from  £12,000  to  £15,000.  It  was  a  very 
serious  matter  to  send  men  to  the  front 
armed  with  rifles  which  could  not  shoot 
straight.  Who  was  to  blame  1  Were 
these  defective  rifles  made  in  Birming- 
ham t 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
•S.) :  On  a  point  of  order,  Sir,  does  this 
motion  for  the  closure  include  the  whole 
Vote? 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  whole  Vote. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  And  is  the 
closure  accepted  before  any  hon.  Member 
has  moved  an  Amendment  1 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  have  a 
notice  on  the  Paper  to  reduce  Vote  No.  1, 
and  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  on  it. 

*Mr.  WEIR :  It  was  my  intention 
to  move  a  reduction. 

♦THE  CHAIRMAN  :  It  was  open  to  the  \ 
hon.  Member  to  move  his  Amendment ; 
and  he  did  not  move  it.     [Laughter  and  j 
interruption.]        Order,      order  !       The 
question  is  that  the  Question  be  now  put.  ' 
Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  ask  you,  Sir,  to  give 
a  ruling  on   my   objection.     I  say  it  is 
most  unfair. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  On  the 
point  of  i  order,  Mr.  Lowther.  I  gave 
notice  several  days  ago  to  move  the  re- 
jection of  several  items  of  the  Vote.  I 
have  risen  more  than  once  this  evening 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  a  reduction, 
but  I  have  not  been  called  on.  That 
being  so,  I  ask  whether  it  is  regular  to 
move  the  closure  in  face  of  the  notice  on 
the  Paper. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  answer  is  yes. 


'  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  On  a 
I  further  point  of  order.  Is  there  any  pre- 
i  cedent  for  the  Chair  receiving  a  motion 
!  of  closure  on  a  vote  of  thirteen  millions, 
1  in  face  of  the  notices  of  reduction  which 
had  been  given,  and  without  there  being 
j  any  discussi  m  or  opportunity  of  discus- 
,  sion  of  the  reductions  ? 
i  ♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  discussion 
!  has  continued  nearly  four  days. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  That  is  not 
!  for  you  to  consider. 

!  ♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  is  one  of  the 
!  points  which  I  have  to  consider  in  receiv- 
j  ing  a  motion  for  the  closure.  I  have  to- 
.  consider  the  opportunities  which  the 
i  Opposition  have  had  for  discussing  the 
1  Vote ;  and  in  my  opinion  in  these  four 
|  days  they  have  had  ample  opportunity  of 
,  bringing  forward  their  objections. 
I      Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  On  the 

I  point  of  order,  Sir 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :   Order,  order !     I 

must  ask  hon.  Members  to  proceed  to  the 

lobby. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  When 
you  say  that  this  discussion  has  continued 
for  four  days,  do  you  consider  that  the 
opportunity  for  bringing  forward  an> 
Amendment  was  only  given  to-night  1 
♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  opportunity 
for  moving  a  reduction  was  given  on  the 
first  Vote.  One  hon.  Member  had  a. 
notice  of  reduction  on  the  Paper.  He 
made  a  speech,  and  I  asked  him  whether 
he  wished  to  move  the  reduction.  He 
said  that  he  did  not. 

Mr.     WILLIAM    REDMOND:    Mr. 

Lowther 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  !  I 
must  ask  hon.  Members  to  proceed  to 
the  lobby.  When  a  division  has  been 
called  it  is  most  irregular  to  hold  a  con- 
versation with  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  The 
whole  of  this  proceeding  is  most  irregular 
and  disgraceful. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  189; 
Noes,  47.     (Division  List  No.  17.) 


Acland-HoodtCapt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 

Ainl,  John 

Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 

Arnold.  Alfred 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Aoatin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Bainbridge,  Emerson 

Baldwin,  Alfred 

Balfour.  Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 


AYES. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,RtHnAHSmith(Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir  M.H.(Brist'l 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Blakiston -Houston,  John 


Bland  el  I,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Butcher,  John  George 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell -Bannennan,  Sir  H. 

Garble,  William  Walter 

('arson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 

Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.  > 
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•Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbysh) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  Radcliffe(Heref. 
•Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.  Yaughan-(Cardig'n 
Dennv,  Colonel 
Digby.  John  K.  I).  Winglield- 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxtord,  Sir  \Vm.  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dvke,Rt.Hon.  Sir  William  H. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Kinmott,  Alfred 
Fellowes,  Hon .  Ail  wy  n  Ed  ward 
Fergusson,  Rt.  H n .  Sir  J .  ( Man'r 
Finch,  ( ieorce  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Kisheir,  William  Haves 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
.Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co. ) 
Gartit,  William 
<  ledge,  Sydney 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
<4oldsworthy,  Major- General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goret,  lit.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
< Moulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
-Graham,  Henry  liobert 
Gray,  Ernest  (\Vest  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
( ^ret ton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hamilton.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo 
Hanbury,  lit.  Hon.  It.  W. 


Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hazel  1,  Walter 
Helder,  Augustus 

1  Henderson,  Alexander 

]  Hennon- Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 

|  Hobhouse,  Henry 

I  Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 

■  Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 

,  Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 

i  Keswick,  Wilfiam 
Kimljer,  Henry 

:  Knowles,  I^ees 

'  Lawrence,  Sir E.  Duming-  (Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Ixmdonderry 

;  Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.( Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowles.  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 

1  Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Chas.  (Liverpool) 
M'Crae,  George 
Massey-Main  warin^,Hn.  W.  F. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmort'n 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Rol>ert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 

j  Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  .J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  N'inian 
Norton,  Captain  Cecil  W. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

'>  Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

;  Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 

|  Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Penn,  John 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 


Pierpoint,  Robert 
i  Pilkington,SirG.A. 


(Lancs,SW 


NOES. 


Abraham,  Win.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ambrose,  Rol>ert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  \Y.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Colville,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

•Crilly,  Daniel t 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W. ) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Rol»ert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson.  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepl) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robert b,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roberteon,  Herliert  ( Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Koyds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Ohelten'm 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herl»ert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Saunderson,lit.  Hon. Col.  E.J. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton.  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklvn,  James  Leslie 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Williams.  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Binn.) 
Wilson,  Frederick W.( Norfolk 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.H.(Yorks.) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Telle ks    for    the  Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond    and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Flynn,  James  Christopher         I 
Harden,  John  Patrick 
Heiiiphill,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Lawson,SirWTilfrid(Cumb,land  : 
Llovd-George,  David 
MacDonnell,DrMA(Queen'sC)  : 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  i 
M 'Carton,  Michael  | 

M'Dennott,  Patrick 
Maddieon,  Fred.  I 

Mandeville,  J.  Francis  | 

Moss,  Samuel 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 


Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rol  Kirts,  John  Bryn  (Eirion) 
Rol»ertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  1).  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tully,  Jasper 

Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Weir,  James  Uallowav 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 
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Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes, 


213  ;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  18.) 


Acland-  Hood,  Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 

Aird,  John 

Archdale,  Edward  Men  yn 

Arnold,  Alfred 

Aahton,  Thomas  Gair 

Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Bain  bridge,  Emerson 

Baldwin,  Alfred 

Balfour,Kt.  Hon.A.J.(Manch. 

Banbury,  Frederick  George 

Barnes,  Frederic  Gorrell 

Bairy,KtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 

Bartley,  George  C.  T. 

Beach,Kt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 

Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  R. 

Bethell,  Commander 

Bill,  Charles 

Blakiston- Houston,  John 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Bomor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Batcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 

Campbell- Baiinennan,  Sir  H. 

Garble,  William  Walter 

Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Edward 
CaosUm,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendifth.  V.C.W.(l)erhysh.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,.!. Aus  teiuWorc'r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
lolling!*,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomo,  Sir  J.  Charles  Keady 
Coiville,  John 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radchtfe(Heref  d) 
Cux,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Cuoitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  ot 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Cliarles 
Davies,M.  Vaughau-(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  1).  Wingtield- 
DUke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dougla*,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxtord,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Huliert  v  . 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,  Kfc  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Kalph  Douglas 
Emiiiott,  Alfred 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Kobert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Kergu.-«on,KtHnSir  J.(Manch. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitziuanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
flannery,  bir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 


AYES. 

Garfit,  William  | 

Gedge,  Sydney 

( tiles,  Cliarles  Tyrrell  > 

Gilliat,  John  Saunders  ; 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-( General     i 
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I^ea,  Sir  T.  (I^ondonderry) 
1  Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
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Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Crae,  George 
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Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
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Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,Arthur  H.A.(Deptford 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  G.(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wvndham(Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  N  inian 
Norton,  Captain  Cecil  William. 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewinc,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,HerbertPike(  Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Perm,  John 


Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington.Sir  G.  A.(LancsSW 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  R\  Hon.  Horace  C 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
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Kentoul,  James  Alexander 
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Kiehardson,  Sir  T.  ( Hartlepool ) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Kt.Hn.  SirMatthewW.. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee)- 
Rol>ertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rol«on,  William  Snowdon 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.(Cheltenh'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herl>ert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Saunderson,  lit.  Hn.  Col.  E.J. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrin^ton 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J. (Forfarshire) • 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christehuroh)- 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand)- 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthvr) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Birnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T.. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Welwter,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  ( ialloway 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk 
Wrilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks 
Wodehouse,Rt  Hu.  E.  R.  (Bath)  . 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TELLERS    FOR    THE     AYES— 

Sir  William  Walrond  andi 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Law8oii,SirWi1frid(Cunib'lncl) 
Lloyd-George,  David 
MacDonnell,Dr.MA(Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Mandeville,  J  Francis 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Malley,  William 
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Abraham,  William(Cork,NE. ) 

Ambrose,  Roliert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Blake,  Edward 

<'ondon,  Thomas  Joseph 

'Crean,  Eugene 

•Crilly,  Daniel 

'( 'urran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S  ) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Mon- 
day next. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service  of 
the  vear  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  the  sum  of  £13,000,000"be  granted 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom." — (Mr.  Cliancellor  of  the 
J2.rdie<ju<r.) 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
1  beg  to  move  that  you  do  report  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  My 
object  in  moving  this  motion  is  this. 
The  discussion  on  the  granting  of  this 
£13,000,000  commenced  this  evening. 
It  is  quite  true,  as  was  pointed  out  at 
•question  time  by  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
that  the  general  question  of  the  policy 
underlying  the  Vote  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion for  some  days,  but  the  actual 
voting  of  the  money  came  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  only  this 
evening.  There  were  a  number  of 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  dealing  with 
various  of  the  items  making  up  the 
£13,000,000.  None  of  those  Amend- 
ments were  reached.  One  hon.  Member 
who  had  charge  of  one  of  these  Amend- 
ments rose  repeatedly  in  his  place  during 
the  evening,  but  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  catch  your  eye.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, a  very  strong  opinion  is  enter- 
tained by  a  large  section  in  this  House  | 
that  an  adequate  opportunity  was  not 
given  for  testing  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  these  proposed  reductions. 
That  being  so,  a  strong  feeling  having 
been  raised  on  this  matter  by  what  has 
occurred,  I  think  it  will  probably  facili- 
tate rather  than  interfere  with  the  pro- 
gress of  public  business    if    progress  is 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  JohnE  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eiiion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  ( Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tally,  Jasper 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmoncle  and 
Captain  Donelan 


now  reported  and  the  Committee  not 
asked  to  take  any  further  step  to-night* 
I  do  not  at  all  desire  to  add  to  the  heat 
of  what  has  taken  place,  but  I  very 
strongly  feel  that  when  deep  opinions 
are  entertained  on  these  Votes  by  a  large 
section  of  the  House,  adequate  opportu- 
nity ought  to  be  given  to  those  Members 
to  test  the  value  of  their  opinion  in  the 
division  lobby.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  'vould  ask  the  Leader  of  the  House  not 
to  proceed  further  to-night,  but  to  be  con- 
tent with  having  obtained  by  the  use  of 
the  closure  after  a  few  hours'  discussion 
this  enormous  vote  of  £13,000,000,  and 
not  to  press  us  to  grant  the  Report  stage 
to-night.  I  beg  to  move  that  you  do  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr*  John 
Redmond.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman's  speeches,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  their  substance,  are  always  con- 
ciliatory in  manner,  and  I  certainly  do 
not  wish  to  add  to  the  heat  which  he 
deprecates.  I  think,  however,  he  is  under 
some  misapprehension  as  to  the  exact 
business  before  us.  He  spoke  of  taking 
the  Report  stage  of  the  Vote.  We  are 
not  on  the  Report  stage ;  what  we  are  on 
is  a  purely  technical  matter  which,  as  far 
as  my  experience  of  the  House  is  con- 
cerned, has  always  gone  through  without 
discussion  or  debate.  The  hon.  Member 
has  told  as  that  art  inadequate  opportu- 
nity has  beon  given  for  the  discussion  of 
these  proposals,  the  importance  of  which 
we  would  be  the  last  to  minimise.  I 
would  point  out  to  him  that  a  Vote 
for  men  and  a  Vote  for  money  by 
long  custom  and  general  consent  have 
been  regarded  as  forming  one  discussion, 
in  the  course  of  which  hon.  Members 
might  express  their  opinions.  The 
broader  aspects  of  the  question  were  dis- 
cussed for  four  nights  in  this  House.  We 
then  icame  to  the  details,   and  if  hon. 
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Members  wished    to  discuss   details  or  : 
move  reductions  of  separate  items  of  the  i 
Vote,  it  was  within  their  power  to  begin  > 
that    operation    at    half-past    four    this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :    I  rose 

several  times  for  the  purpose. 

I 

Mr.  A.  J.   BALFOUR :    It  may  have 
been  five  o'clock.     Hon.  Members  knew 
perfectly  well  that  in  order  to  keep  the 
law  it  was  necessary  that  we  should  get 
the  Committee  stage   to-night.       There  ' 
was  therefore  no  surprise,  and  every  hon. 
Gentleman  had  present  in  his  mind  the 
exact  Parliamentary  situation  in  which  we 
are  placed.  Nevertheless,  with  that  Parlia- 
mentary situation  well  before  their  minds,  . 
speech  after  speech  was  made  from  those  , 
benches 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :    From  your 
own  benches. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  say 
exclusively  from  those  benches,  but  from 
those  benches  speech  after  speech  was 
made,  but  no  reduction  was  moved. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  upon  whom  I  had 
the  misfortune  to  move  the  closure  about 
half  an  hour  ago  told  the  House  before  , 
he  sat  down  that  he  had  intended  to 
move  a  reduction  of  the  last  item  of  the 
Vote.  If  he  had  done  that  he  would 
have  cut  out  all  those  Amendments  which 
we  are  now  told  it  is  absolutely  vital  in 
the  interests  of  Parliamentary  discussion 
we  should  deal  with.  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  on  an 
impartial  review  of  the  situation,  will  feel 
that  we  have  been  most  anxious  to  give 
him  and  his  friends  and  the  House  a  full 
opportunity  of  discussing  these  matters. 

♦Mr.  WEIR :  May  I  point  out  that  I  did 
not  say  I  wished  to  move  the  reduction  on 
Vote  13  :  my  intention  was  to  move  on 
the  whole  Vote. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  When  the 
hon.  Gentleman  intervened  I  was  point- 
ing out  to  the  Committee  that  we  had 
endeavoured  as  far  as  we  could  to  give 
the  amplest  opportunity  for  the  discussion 
of  these  Votes  for  men  and  money.  So 
anxious  have  I  been,  so  anxious  I  am,  to 
give  this  opportunity,  that,  instead  of  carry- 
ing on  the  ordinary  practice  not  only  of  this 
Government,  but  of  all  Governments,  of 


taking  first  on  Monday  some  other  busi- 
ness, and  taking  the  Report  stage  of  these 
Votes  after  12  o'clock  as  we  are  entitled 
to  do,  my  desire  is  to  have  these  two 
Votes  first  on  Monday,  so  as  to  give,  if 
possible,  even  greater  opportunities  for 
the  discussion  of  these  matters.  As  regards 
the  particular  subject  now  before  the 
Committee,  may  I  repeat  what  1  said  at 
the  beginning,  that  it  is  purely  a  formal 
stage,  and  so  far  as  my  experience  of  the 
House  is  concerned  has  never  led  to  sub- 
stantial debate. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  1  only 
desire  to  point  out  the  position  in  which 
I  find  myself  with  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ments, of  which  I  had  given  notice.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  said  per- 
fectly truly  that  the  principle  underlying 
these  Votes  has  been  under  discussion  for 
some  time.  But  it  is  equally  true  that 
not  until  this  evening  have  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  moving  a  reduction 
of  any  of  the  items  which  go  to  make  up 
the  whole.  Three  or  four  days  ago  I  put 
on  the  Paper,  and  it  is  on  the  Paper  to- 
day, notice  of  an  Amendment  on  Item  1 , 
and  also  on  the  whole  Vote.  I  have  had 
absolutely  no  opportunity  of  moving 
those  reductions  until  to-day.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  ample  opportu- 
nity was  given  this  afternoon.  1  can  only 
say  that  I  have  attended  the  House  regu- 
larly since  question  time,  and  then  the 
debate  was  carried  on  by  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  the  Leader  of  the  House 
himself,  and  various  English  Members. 
Afterwards  some  Irish  Members  spoke. 
I  rose  more  than  once  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  the  Amendment  of  which  I  had 
given  notice,  but  when  half-past  ten 
arrived,  instead  of  having  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so  in  the  hour  and  a  half  which 
!  remained  of  the  sitting,  the  closure  was 
.  moved.  Whatever  may  bo  said  of  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
moving  the  closure  on  this  Vote  if  he 
thought  fit  when  twelve  o'clock  was  ap- 
,  proaching,  I  sa}r,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  it 
■  was  extremely  hard  that  when  an  hour 
and  a  half  still  remained 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  No 
discussion  can  be  permitted  upon  a  de- 
cision of  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
closure. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  think 
in   this  matter  I  have  something  to  s;iy 
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which  would  commend  itself  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  will  under- 
stand that  it  is  rather  hard  that,  having 
given  notice  on  the  Paper,  with  one  hour 
and  a  half  of  the  sitting  remaining,  an 
opportunity  should  not  be  given  to  me  to 
move  this  reduction  and  take  a  division 
upon  it.  That  is  my  position,  and  I 
think  that  I  have  something  to  com- 
plain of. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  reluctant 
to  remain  seated  under  the  imputation  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  Let  me  point  out 
to  him  three  facts  which  he  appears  to 
have  forgotten.  In  the  first  place,  if  he 
was  not  called  upon,  any  hon.  Member 
among  his  friends  could  have  moved  his 
Amendment  and  he  could  have  'spoken 
upon  it.  The  second  fact  which  I  would 
call  his  attention  to  is  this  :  that  it  was 
very  important  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  regularity  of  our  proceedings  .that  we 
should  get  through  the  Ways  and  Means 
business  in  which  we  are  engaged,  be- 
cause it  could  not  have  been  taken  after 
twelve  o'clock,  so  that  if  the  discussion 
had  gone  on  as  hon.  Gentlemen  desire  it 
should  have  gone  on,  until  twelve  o'clock, 
we  could  not  have  carried  out  that  stage 
of  our  proceedings.  The  third  fact 
which  I  would  call  to  the  hon.  Member's 
notice  is  that  I  have  already  promised  the 
Committee  to  take  the  Report  of  these 
two  Votes  on  Monday  the  first  thing, 
and  it  rests  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  so  to  distribute  the  time  on  Mon- 
day that  any  Amendment  he  might  desire 
to  move  could  be  easily  dealt  with  then. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  desire  to 
add  one  word.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's position  is  this :  He  says  he  must 
get  the  Ways  and  Means  business  through 
to-night.  But  why  one  and  a  half  hours 
before  twelve  does  he  move  the  closure  ?  I 
I  am  sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  j 
has  brought  this  trouble  on  himself,  for  he 
would  have  lost  nothing,  the  House  would 
have  lost  nothing,  and  the  Government 
would  have  lost  nothing  by  allowing  the 
debate  to  go  on  one  hour  or  so  longer. 
In  the  most  provocative  and  unnecessary 
way,  according  to  his  own  statement,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  interfered  with  this 
motion  by  closuring  the  debate  an  hour 
l>efore  it  was  necessary.  By  so  doing  he 
has  closed  the  mouths  of  certain  Members 
of  this  House  in  this  quarter.  It  is 
said  that  some  Irish  Members  have 
spoken  in  this  debate,  but  I  venture  to 

Mr.  William  Redmond. 


say  that  the  number  who  spoke  was  very 
few  indeed,  and  opportunities  of  moving 
the  Amendments  of  which  they  had  given 
notice  were  not  given  to  them  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  moved  the  closure 
an  hour  and  a-half  before  it  was  necessary* 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  No,  no !]  Well,  I 
will  say  an  hour  earlier  than  was  neces- 
sary. By  doing  that  he  has  brought  this 
trouble  upon  himself,  and  I  think  Irish- 
men are  bound  to  enter  their  protest 
against  what  they  regard  as  a  high- 
handed measure  to  stifle  discussion  upon 
a  money  Vote,  the  object  of  which  they1 
regard  as  iniquitous.  Whatever  oppor- 
tunity is  given  to  us  under  the  rules  of  the 
House  we  shall  certainly  avail  ourselves  if 
it  to  mark  our  intense  indignation  at  our 
mouths  being  closed,  and  at  this  enormous 
Voteof  £13,000,000  being  rushed  through 
this  Parliament  with  indecent  haste. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy) :  Whatever 
our  opinion  may  be  on  this  Vote,  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  said  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  taken  up  a  very  concilia- 
tory attitude  upon  this  matter.  The 
responsibility  for  this  war  rests  with  the 
Government,  and  tbey  must  see  this 
thing  through,  and  any  position  they  take 
up  must,  of  course,  have  considerable  weight 
with  the  Members  of  this  House.  What  is 
the  reply  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  makes  t 
Here  we  have  a  Vote  for  £13,000,000, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  present  war- 
In  connection  with  that  war  the  Colonial 
Secretary  admits  that  the  Government 
have  made  mistakes.  From  his  place  i* 
the  House  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
they  have  made  mistakes,  and  the  only 
possible  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
direction  in  which  they  have  made  them 
is  on  the  discussion  of  this  Vote.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  reply,  says  we 
have  had  a  general  discussion,  but  a 
general  discussion  does  not  at  all  meet  the 
criticism  which  is  to  be  offered.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  reply  is  a  novel 
proposal  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned. 
He  asks  why  my  hon.  friend  did  not 
arrange  with  some  other  hon.  Member 
who  was  fortunate  enough  to  catch  the 
Chairman's  eye  to-  move  his  Amend* 
ment.  If  we  are  going  to  reduce  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Commons  to  a 
position  of  that  kind  we  had  better  have 
no  discussion  at  all.  The  Government 
had  better  say,  "  We  have  a  majority  of  ; 
200 ;  we  are  sorry  vou  do  not  agree  with 
us."    What  does  the  Leader  of  the  House 
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say  ?  He  simply  replies  that  thev  liave 
to  get  this  money  to-night.  If  the 
Government  come  before  the  House  of 
Commons  and  saj-  they  have  to  get  this 
money  to-night,  they  ought  to  be  able  to 
give  as  some  foundation  for  such  a  pro- 
posal. Here  we  have  the  Government 
coming  down  and  asking  for  .£1:1,000,000, 
admitting  thai  they  have  made  mistakes, 
and  then  moving  the  closure  to  carry  the 
Vote  through.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  they  are  bound  by  law  to  have  it 
carried  through  to-night.  If  he  says  the 
necessity  of  the  law  demands  it  of  course 
the  House  of  Commons  will  attach  a  great 
deal  of  importance  to  that  statement,  but 
why  is  it  that  we  cannot  have  to-night 
the  reasons  why  the  law  makes  this 
necessary  ?  Why  cannot  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  us  the  exact  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment that  makes  it  necessary  ?  Here  we 
hare  the  Leader  of  the  House  telling  us 
that  the  law  makes  it  necessary  that  this 
money  should  be  granted  to-night,  and  yet 
he  cannot  get  up  and  tell  us  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament that  makes  it  necessary.  If  the 
Government  come  down  to  the  House  and 
make  a  demand  like  this  upon  our 
patience  and  consideration,  surely  it  is 
not  too  much  to  ask  for  their  authority. 
[Cries  of  "  Divide,  divide  !  "1  I  cannot 
quite  understand  why  hon.  Memters  are 
so  anxious  to  divide.  Not  one  single 
Member  on  the  front  bench  opposite  can 
tell  us  what  Act  of  Parliament  makes  it 
necessary  that  this  Vote  should  lx>  passed 
to-night.  I  think  that  is  a  most  unfortu- 
nate and  extraordinary  position  so  far  as 
the  Committee  is  concerned,  and  l>efore 
they  make  that  statement  they  ought  to 
ave  us  the  information  we  desire.  Apart 
from  the  policy  of  the  Government,  I 
think  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
House  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter,  because  of  all 
people  in  the  world  the  Government 
ougnt  not  to  suppress  discussion  upon 
this  subject.  There  has  been  too  much 
suppression  already,  and  the  Government 
ought  to  allow  the  fullest  opportunity  for 
discussion.  Unless  there  are  some  abso- 
lute reasons  in  law  why  this  money 
should  be  passed  to-night,  I  think  my 
hun.  friend's  resolution  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported. 

♦Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
I  think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
ought  not  to  have  moved  the  closure 
at  the  particular  time  he  did.  I 
must  say  that  during  this  evening,  and 
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the  last  time  this  matter  was  discussed, 
the  impression  in  my  mind  was  that  the 
Government  were  not  serious  in  pressing 
forward  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
that  the  closure  would  have  to  be  moved 
to-night,  and  that  there  were  amend- 
ments down  on  the  Paper,  what  was  the 
necessity  of  hon.  Members  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House  monopolising  so 
much  of  the  delmte  as  they  did  this 
evening,  and  why  did  they  not  leave  the 
discussion  in  the  hands  "of  the  Irish 
Opposition.  The  debate  was  carried 
on  simply  between  the  supporters 
of  the  Government  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Irish  Members  on  the  other,  and  1 
meant  to  rise  at  seven  o'clock  this  evening 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  to  restrain  Members  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House  from  speaking. 
We  know  why  the  closure  was  moved  at 
half-past  ten  o'clock.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  hurried  back  from  their  dinner, 
and  the  discussion  was  kept  going 
in  the  interval  by  their  friends  in  order 
that  they  might  have  time  to  return 
and  vote  in  the  division.  Throughout 
this  session  I  have  not  spoken  at 
all  on  matters  connected  with  the  war  : 
and  I  think  the  Government  are  very 
!  much  to  blame  for  the  way  in  which 
they  have  allowed  hon.  Members  on 
'  their  own  side  practically  to  convey  the 
!  impression  that  the  discussion  on  this 
1  subject  was  being  prolonged  so  as  to 
|  provide  an  excuse  for  the  Government 
I  appropriating  next  Tuesday.  If  the 
Government  had  followed  their  own  prc- 
S  cedents  they  would  have  found  means  to 
bring  the  debate  to  a  close  long  before  this. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacKEILL  :  I  have  not 

;  spoken  in  any  of  these  debates  this  session 

!  during  the  war.    I  have,  however,  a  matter 

i  of  great  importance  which  I  wish  to  bring 

l  forward   tonight.     I  am   speaking   now 

without  the  slightest  heat  or  passion.     I 

might  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 

that  on  this  side  not  half  an  hour  more  of 

time   has    been    occupied   than    on    the 

Government  side.  Though  we  differ  from 

the  First  Lord  very  materially,  he  has 

always  been  able  to  sympathise  with  us 

and  look  at    things    from   our   point  of 

view.     If  the  discussion  is  closed  to  the 

Irish  Members  they  must  consider  how 

far  their  attendance  at  this  Parliament  is 

only  a  farce.     We  are  not  permitted  now 

to   speak  in    this    Parliament,   and   the 

question  is  for  our  constituencies  to  con- 
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sider  whether  we  are  to  stay  here  when  [ 
representation  has  become  such  a  perfect  I 
farce.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  j 
down  and  stated  that  it  was  necessary  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
owing  to  some  statutory  provision.  What 
is  that  statutory  provision  ?   What  is  the 
use  of  teJling  us  about  the  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  the  Persians,  and  then   not 
telling    us    the     statutes  1      You,    Mr. 
l.iowther,  have  ruled  that  the  matter  of 
the  closure  is  not  a  subject  for  discussion,  I 
and  to  that  ruling  I  deferentially  bow.  ! 
It   is    quite    true,    Mr.    Lowther,    that  • 
your  discretion   cannot  be  a  subject  of 
discussion. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  not  my  dis- 
cretion, for  it  is  a  vote  of  the  House. 
The  House  has  come  to  a  decision  on 
that  point,  and  it  is  not  competent  for 
me  to  allow  discussion  upon  it. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  What  I  am 
alluding  to  is  your  discretion  in  putting 
it.  I  think  I  am  perfectly  justified,  sub- 
ject to  your  discretion,  in  comment- 
ing on  the  action  of  the  First  Lord  in 
moving  the  closure. 

•The  CHAIRMAN  :  No. 

Mr.   SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Very  well 
then,   I   will   comment  upon   it  outside. 
[Ministerial   laughter.  J      I  again   assure  ( 
hon.    Members  opposite   that  I   am  not ! 
speaking  in   the   slightest   degree    with 
anything  like  heat.  [Ministerial  laughter.] 
I   hope   hon.    Gentlemen    opposite    will 
take  my  word  for  that.     I  think  my  word 
is  quite  as  good  as  that  of  any  Gentle- 1 
man  on   the  other  side,  and   I  am  not  I 
speaking  with  anything  like  heat.     I  will  | 
say  once  for  all — and  I  hope  my   right 
hon.   friend  will   consider  the  matter — 
that  we  shall  have  to  consider  our  posi- 
tion here,  and  whether  this  House  is  a  fit 
place  for  an  Irish  Member  to  sit  in. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil)  :  'J 'he  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  us  a  pledge  that  he  will  give  us  a 
day  for  the  discussion  of  this  question. 
When  he  gives  such  a  pledge  we  recog- 
nise and  believe  that  he  will  do  every- 
thing he  can  to  carry  it  out.  I  am  sure 
that  hon.  Members  of  this  House  will 
regard  any  burking  of  my  hon.  friend's 
motion  as  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
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Government  to  discuss  the  question  fully 
and  freely,  and  such  action  will  tend  to 
show  that  certain  suspicions  which  have 
been  raised  are  well  founded. 

*Mr.  FLAVIN  :  The  Irish  Members  are 
most  anxious  to  make  a  protest  against 
the  way  in  which  the  expression  of  their 
opinions  has  been  stifled  to-night.  I 
would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  speeches  have  not  been 
delivered  from  the  Irish  benches,  although 
two  Irish  Members  had  notices  of  motion 
on  the  Notice  Paper  to  reduce  the  Vote 
now  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Clare  has  two  notices- 
down,  and  I  happen  to  have  three 
Amendments  down.  Both  of  us  have  been 
precluded — I  might  say  we  have  been  boy- 
cotted— from  expressing  our  opinions  on 
the  justice  or  otherwise  of  voting 
£13,000,000  to  be  spent  on  what  we 
consider  is  an  unjust  war.  I  might  also 
draw  the  First  Lord's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  on  the  principal  sums  that  com- 
pose this  £13,000,000 [Ministerial 

cries  of  "  Order,  order !]  Any  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  wants  to  call  me  to  order 
can  come  across  the  floor  of  the  House 
and  try  his  hand.  I  believe  I  am  speak- 
ing correctly,  and  it  is  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  House  that  on  two  of  these 
Votes,  amounting  to  £8,000,000,  not  s> 
single  expression  of  opinion  has  come 
from  the  Irish  benches.  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  last  night  for  about 
ten  minutes  on  the  £13,000,000,  which 
we  take  a  greater  interest  in  than  we 
took  in  125,000  men.  I  feel,  as  one  who 
had  three  notices  down  on  the  Paper 
without  having  been  givjen  an  opportunity 
of  moving  any  of  them,  that  this  is  a 
harsh  and  cruel  attempt  to  stifle  publk 
opinion  on  this  question. 

♦Mr.  TULLY  :  I  want  to  discuss  VotO ' 
9,  and  I  take  rather  a  different  view  to  j 
some  of  my  hon.  friends  behind  ma. 
They  were'  objecting  to  the  number  rfj 
men  and  the  amount  of  money  that  bm 
being  voted  for  this  war,  but  my  objefrj 
tion  is  on  a  different  point.  I  think  i 
opportunity  should  have  been  allowed  1 
hon.  Membeis  on  this  side  to  discuss  f 
question  of  the  bad  armaments,  and  1 
was  endeavouring  to  do  that  when  1 i 
ruled  out  on  a  point  of  order.  I  think  i 
the  Liberal  opposition  were  attending  M 
their  business  they  would  have  been  f^ 
their  places,  and  would  have  raised 
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f  the  inferior  guns,  rifles,  and 
ait  out  to  South  Africa. 

HAIRMAN :  I  must  point  out 
on.  Member  that  he  cannot 
lese  matters  upon  a  motion  for 
rnment  of  the  Committee  of 
.  Means. 

ULLY:  Then  I  shall  support 
n  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
e  to  report  progress.  I  think 
r  of  the  House,  when  he  came 
)  and  told  us  that  this  business 
ire  to  be  taken  because  it  was 
lance  with  the  law,  should 
m  us  the  law  and  stated  the 
the  statute.  I  shall  support 
ad  learned  friend's  motion  to 


REAN  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) : 
r  intention  to  put  a  question  to 
bench  in  connection  with  this 
er.  I  intend  to  occupy  a  very 
od  of  the  time  of  this  House  in 
;  these  matters.  I  was  deeply ' 
i  myself  in  connection  with  the 
if  the  Militia  from  the  city  of 


3HAIRMAN  :  That  question 
>  introduced  upon  the  motion 
ie  the  Committee.  The  question 
-eport  progress. 

REAM  :  That  is  the  motion  I 
rting,  and  I  was  going  to  speak 
dy  reason  is  that  we  had  no 
ty  of  speaking  on  the  motion  to 
to  deal  with  such  a  question  as 
foreshadowed,  and  that  is  the 
on  why  we  are  protesting  against 
uct  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
in  attempting  to  closure  the 
It  is  neither  reasonable  nor 
do  such  a  thing.  [Ministerial 
Order,  order  ! "]  I  am  in  perfect 
t  would  be  far  more  decent  of 
Lord  to  tell  us  that  we  have  no 
this  matter,  and  we  have  only 
jay,  pay,  pay."  You  do  not  want 
dbers,  but  you  want  Irish  money 
or  the  soldiers,  and  you  want 
iers  to  win  your  British  battles. 
tal  cheers.]  Yes,  and  what  is 
a  want  Irish  generals  to  lead 
ton  think  Irish  Members  who 
.  the  people  of  Ireland  ought  to 
ad  in  this  House,  and  not  be 


allowed  to  speak  on  any  matter.  When 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  fired 
off  his  speech  he  retires,  and  we  do  not 
see  him  again  until  he  comes  back  to 
move  the  closure.  We  should  be 
neglecting  our  duty  to  our  constituencies 
if  we  voted  more  than  our  legal  propor- 
tion to  the  war  funds  without  protesting 
by  every  means  in  our  power.  I 
think  we  are  perfectly  justified  in 
criticising  the  conduct  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  or  anyone  else 
who  obstructs  the  fair  discussion  of 
such  a  matter.  Not  a  single  one  of  the 
Amendments  put  down  has  been  moved, 
and  the  Members  who  gave  notice  of 
them  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  it.  One 
after  another  they  rose  in  their  places  to 
move  these  reductions,  and  time  after 
time  they  were  ignored.  I  do  not  blame 
you,  Mr.  Lowther,  for  doing  this.  You 
might  not  be  able  to  distinguish  when  you 
see  hon.  Gentlemen  rise  as  to  whether 
they  are  going  to  move  reductions  or 
speak  on  the  general  question ;  therefore 
it  is  very  hard  to  blame  you  for  this.  But 
we  should  not  be  honest  if  we  did  not 
state  what  we  believe  is  the  fact,  that 
you  took  this  notice  for  the  closure 
unfairly 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  That  is  not  a  pro- 
per imputation  for  the  hon.  Member  to 
make.  The  question  is  that  I  report 
progress. 

Mr.  CREAN  :  Then  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  withdraw  that  expression.  I 
beg  to  withdraw  it.  We  would  have  dis- 
posed of  the  Vote  in  less  time  than  it  has 
taken  us  to  make  this  protest,  and  there 
would  be  none  of  this  indignation  ex- 
hibited on  these  benches.  We  were  pre- 
pared to  discuss  the  Vote  honestly  and 
without  prejudice — because  we  are  capable 
of  discussing  it  without  prejudice,  although 
we  are  being  unfairly  mulcted — and  if  we 
could  not  induce  you  to  reduce  it  we  would 
have  at  all  events  the  satisfaction  of  show- 
ing that  we  were  watching  the  interests 
of  our  constituents  and  doing  our  best  to 
put  down  extravagant  expenditure  on  a 
war  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
entered  on. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  have  a 
notice  on  the  Paper  to  move  a  reduction 
of  this  Vote,  and  on  the  two  occasions  on 
which  I  have  spoken  I  have  indicated  that 
if  I  did  not  get  a  satisfactory 'answer  it 
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would  be  my  duty  to  move  that  reduction, 
but  that  if  the  answer  were  satisfactory  I 
had  no  desire  to  put  the  Committee  to  the 
inconvenience  of  a  division.  The  answer 
was  not  satisfactory,  and  I  then  indicated 
that  I  would  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  later  as  a  protest  against  the  way  in 
which  1  and  other  hon.  Members  have 
been  treated  at  question  time  in  this 
House,  and  also  against  the  desire  which 
I  thought  I  discovered  on  the  part  of  the 
Department  to  withhold  information. 
Therefore  I  think  the  action  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  not  one  upon 
which  he  can  congratulate  himself.  My 
experience  is  that  he  always  endeavours 
to  throw  oil  on  troubled  waters  in  this 
House,  but  I  cannot  think  that  he  made 
good  use  of  his  power  to-night.  We  are 
not  at  all  afraid  of  criticism  of  our 
conduct.  We  are  sent  here  to  protest 
against  the  war  in  a  perfectly  constitu- 
tional way,  and  we  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  do  it.  We  are  the  only  representatives 
from  Ireland  who  are  expected  to  speak 
on  this  question.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  notably  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  for  North  Armagh 


♦The  CHAIRMAN :  This  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  hon.  Gentleman  must  con- 
fine himself  to  giving  reasons  for  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  My  reason 
why  we  ought  to  adjourn  now  is  that 
there  is  no  urgency  in  the  matter  at  all.  , 
The  Government  have  plenty  of  power  to 
get  money,  and  there  is  no  disposition  to  ; 
withhold  it  from  them.    We  could  not  do 
it  if  we  would,  but  we  certainly   think 
that  every,  opportunity  should  be  given  ', 
to  us  to  say  what  we  have  been  sent  here  ; 
to  say.    Hon.  Gentlemen  have  looked  glum 
enough  since  the  session  opened , 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :   I  must  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  irrele- 
vance of  the  hon.    Member,   and  request , 
him  to  confine  his  remarks  strictly  to  the  j 
motion  before  the  Committee.  ( 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  will  con- , 
fine  myself  strictly  to  the  motion  that  we  J 
ought  to  adjourn  now.  The  First  Lord  l 
of  the  Treasury  has  had  his  dash  out, 
though  I  think  he  must  feel  sorry  already  I 
for  it,  and  I  hope  that  even  now  he  will  I 

Mr.  Patrvk  O'Brien.  ' 


do  a  graceful  act — aa  I  know  he  is  capable 
of  doing — and  accept  the  motion  that 
progress  be  reported. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  As  an  English  Member,  and  one 
who  is  not  opposed  to  supplies  being 
granted  to  the  Government,  I  would  wish 
to  give  reasons  why  I  feel  compelled  to 
vote  with  the  hon.  ariti  learned  Member 
for  Waterford.  Some  of  us  feel  that  this 
Vote  is  so  mixed  up  between  temporary 
and  permanent  purposes 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  original  question 
before  the  Committee  is  the  resolution 
in  Ways  and  Means.  The  Committee 
having  agreed  to  vote  thirteen  millions  for 
certain  services,  the  only  question  remain- 
ing is  that  that  sum  be  paid  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  There  is  a  motion 
to  report  progress  on  that,  and  that  is  the 
only  matter  that  can  now  be  discussed. 

Mr.  MADDISON :  I  was  not  going  to 
argue  the  point  at  all.  I  was  merely 
going  to  show  why  I  join  in  the  desire  to 

fet  certain  information  from  the  First 
.ord  of  the  Treasury.  I  was  only  about 
to  say  that  while  I  could  not  vote  against 
the  whole  Vote  there  were  items  in  it 
which  presented  features  to  which  I  was 
opposed.  I  quite  understand  your  ruling, 
Sir,  that  I  cannot  discuss  what  the  Com- 
mittee has  already  decided,  and  if  the 
matter  remained  there  I  should  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford.  But  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  been  asked 
in,  I  think,  a  very  proper  manner  and  in 
a  good  spirit  what  is  the  actual  law  which 
compels  the  Government  to  force  this 
Vote  through  to-night.  Surely  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  save  the 
time  of  the  Committee,  and  really 
has  this  information,  he  would  ac- 
complish his  purpose  by  giving  it 
to  us.  If  he  gives  us  that  infor- 
mation then  I  cannot  vote  with  the 
hon  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford. 


If  he  has  that  information  it  would  suggest 
itself  to  one's  mind  that  he  would  at  once 
gi  ve  it,  he  might  indeed  have  anticipated  a 
demand  which  he,  as  an  old  and  illustriow 
Parliamentary  hand,  must  have  known 
would  be  made  under  the  circumstanoei 
We  are  suffering  under  a  disadvantage! 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  a* 
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least  give  us  the  compensation  of  proving 
to  us  that  he  has  no  option  in  the  matter, 
and  that  the  Vote  must  be  taken  to-night. 
If  he  does  not  give  us  his  authority  I  will 
vote  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Memtor 
for  Waterford. 


♦The    CHANCELLOR  of   the     EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  Perhaps  the  Committee  will  pardon 
me  if  I  explain  the  position  in  a  very  few 
sentences.     In   the  first  place,  the   War  i  day. 
Office  is  called  upon,  as  the  Committee  are  l tnere 
aware,  to  make  certain  heavy  payments  in  I 
consequence  of  the  expenditure  in  behalf  | 
of  the  war  bevond  the  amount  authorised  i 


.  Mr.  JOHN  REDxMOND :  I  submit  that 
that  is  not  quite  a  candid  answer.  Of 
course   you  want   the  money  as  soon  as 

i  ever  you   can  get  it ;  but  the  case  sub- 

■  mitted  was  that,  according  to  law,  you 
.  were  bound  to  get  it  before  a  certain 
j  date,  and  you  gave  the  Committee  to 
I  understand  you  were  bound  to  get  it  to- 

■  night.  There  is  no  such  legal  obligation. 
,  So  far  as  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  is 
1  concerned  it  would  suit  you  just  as  well 
,  to  get  this  money  on  Monday  or  Tues- 

Under  the  circumstances   I  think 
is  an  additional  argument  against 
rushing  this  Vote  through   to-night,  and 
there  is  strong  reason  why  the  indepen- 
dent members  of  the  Committee  should 


by  Parliament  in  previous  Votes  of  Supply,  j  ^l  °»   ha™g  *'  P^poned.     If  the 
fcMiiriit  the  War  Office  has  obtained  in  [  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  able  to 
Supply  authority  to  make  those  payments,  j 
but  it  cannot  make  them  unless  it  is  sup- 
plied with  the  means,  and  the  means  by 
which  it  can  be  supplied  is  by  the  Ex- 
chequer issuing  money.     Under  the  Ex- 1 
cheouer    and     Audit     Act,     1866,     the 
Exchequer  cannot    issue    money   except 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament.    What 
is  essential  is,  that  as  soon  as  the  Vote  of 
Supply  is   obtained  there  shall   be  the 
authority  of  Parliament  for  the  Excneqiier 
to  issue  the  money.     That  is  all  we  are 
asking. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  contends  that 
there  is  a  legal  necessity  to  do  that  to- 
night T     Would  he  give  us  the  statute  ? 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The  Ex- 
chequer is  generally  supposed  to  be  very 
anxious  to  keep  its  money,  and  it  cannot 
issue  money  without  the  authority  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  told  us  anything 
that  we  did  not  know,  and  that  the 
veriest  tyro  in  Parliamentary  procedure 
does  not  know.  We  all  know  that 
authority  must  be  obtained  by  resolution 
such  as  that  now  before  the  Committee. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
whether  there  is  any  legal  necessity  com- 
pelling this  Vote  to  be  passed  to-night  ? 


♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Because  the 
money  is  exhausted,  and  further  money 
is  wanted  at  once. 


show  by  Act  of  Parliament  that  the 
money  must  lx$  got  to-night  I  would 
have  nothing  more  to  say,  but  I  hope 
that  under  the  circumstances  the  inde- 
pendent Members  will  assist  in  prevent- 
ing this  Vote  being  obtained  to-night. 

♦Mr.  CALDWELL:  What  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  said  is 
perfectly  true,  but  it  does  not  meet  the 
question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  very  well  that  there  is  no  need 
whatever  why  the  resolution  should  be 
passed  to-night.  1  challenge  any  hon. 
Member  to  point  to  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  provides  that  on  this  16th  of 
February  you  must  have  the  Committee 
stage  of  Ways  and  Means.  If  Parliament 
had  met  a  little  later  the  date  would  be 
postponed,  and  it  is  all  mere  affectation 
for  the  Government  to  appear  to  be  so 
anxious  to  keep  the  law  when  all  Govern- 
ments notoriously  evade  and  set  it  aside 
whenever  it  suits  them. 

*Mr.  WEIR  :  I  will  support  the  motion 
before  the  Committee  unless  some  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Treasury  bench 
gives  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
law  on  this  matter.  We  are  told  that 
the  law  requires  this  money  to  be  passed 
to-night.  Now,  I  see  the  Attorney 
General  in  his  place.  Let  him  give  us 
the  statute  :  we  will  find  the  section  for 
ourselves.  I  feel  we  have  not  been 
treated  fairly.  We  were  told  that  there 
was  an  inflexible  law  that  the  monej' 
should  be  passed  to-night.  Now  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  it  is  the 
practice.  We  want  the  law,  not  the 
practice.     I  would  suggest  to  the  Leader 
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of  the  House  that  in  order  to  get  through 
the  business  more  rapidly  we  should 
commence  earlier  in  the  day  than  three 
o'clock.  This  waste  of  time  is  most 
unseemlv,  and  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  avoid  it.  To-night,  if  the  closure 
had  not  been  moved,  I  should  have 
finished  in  two  minutes,  and  the  discus- 
sion by  the  Irish  Members,  who  ought 
to  have  an  opportunity,  would  have  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  POWER:  I  have  listened  with 
attention  to  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  when  he  tried  to  prove 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  this 
Vote  should  be  got  to-night.  He  has 
utterly  failed  to  prove  his  case,  though 
he  proved  that,  from  a  Government  point 
of  view,  it  would  be  desirable  to  get  the 


J  Vote  to-night.  That  is  a  consideration 
1  which  certainly  carries  no  weight  with  us. 
1  I  have  sat  in  this  House  for  a  good  many 
J  years.  I  remember  the  First  Lord  of  the 
•  Treasury  when  he  was  a  member  of  the 

fourth  party,  and  even  in  those  days  he 
I  was  remarkable  for  endeavouring  to  throw 

oil  on  troubled  waters,  and  in  his  capacity 
I  as  Leader  of  the  House  he  does  manage 
I  to  throw  oil  on  troubled  waters.     But  his 

action  to-night  is  opposed  to  all  his  pre- 
!  vious  actions.  He  moved  the  closure 
,  when  it  was  absolutely  unnecessary,  and 
i  I  think  he  may  thank  himself  for  the 
1  predicament  in  which  he  is  placed. 


Question  put — 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes, 
Noes,  231.     (Division  List  No.  19) 


40; 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  X.E.) 
Allison,  Roliert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Rol>ert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Blake,  Edward 
•Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  .Tames  Henry 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 


AYES. 

Farrell,  J.  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Hayden,  .John  Patrick 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
McDonnell,  DrM.  A. (Queen'sC  ; 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael  ! 

M'Ghee,  Richard 
Maddison,  Fred  ■ 

Mandeville,  J.  Francis  | 

Moss.  Samuel  1 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)     I 


O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tully,  Jasper 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  JohnCarvell  (Notts. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


Acland -Hood,  Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 

Aird,  John 

Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 

Arnold,  Alfred 

Arnold-Foreter,  Hujjh  O. 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

As<iuith,Rt.  Hon.  HerbertHnry 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Bainbridge,  Emerson 

Baird,  John  George  Alexander 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Baldwin,  Alfred 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch'r 

Banbury,  Frederick  George 

Barnes,'  Frederic  Gorell 

J*arry,RtHnAHSmith-  (Hunts 

Bartley,  George  C.  T. 

Bcach,Rt.Hn.Sir  M.H.(Bristol 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Beckett,  Ernest  William 

Bethell,  Commander 

BUI,  Charles 

Blakiston -Houston,  John 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 

Broderick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Mr.  Weir. 


NOES. 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
1  Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
,  Burt,  Thomas 
I  Butcher,  John  George 
■  Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 
i  Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
j  Causton,  Richard  Knight 
I  Cavendish.  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 

Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 

I  Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 

I  Chamlierlain,  Kt.Hn.J.(Birm. 

1  Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'rs.) 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
I  Charrington,  Spencer 
I  Colli  nap,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
j  Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
I  Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
,  Cooke,C.W.Radclifte(Heref'd) 
i  Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Card'gn 


Denny,  Colonel 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 

DiRce,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Douglas,  Rt,  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
1    Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 

Drucker,  A. 
1    Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 
'    Elliot t,Hon.  A. Ralph  Douglas 
j    Emmot,  Alfred 
.    Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail wyn  Edward 
.    Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Mane 
I    Finch,  George  H. 
j    Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Haves 
!    Fison,  Frederick  William 
;    Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
!    Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
j    Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
1    Flower,  Ernest 
I    Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
I   Galloway,  William  Johnson 
I    Garfit,  William 
'    Gedge,  Sydney 
j    Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon. 

Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
[   Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
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Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herberts n.  ' 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  Jolin  Edward 
Uorst3t.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon  I 
GoHchen,Kt.Hn.G.J.(St.Creo.^  i 
Graham,  Henry  Robert  i 

Gray,  Erneit  (West  Hani) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury)    , 
Gretton,  John  , 

Griffith,  Ellin  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon         . 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George  ' 
Hanbary,  Rt.  Hn.  RobertWni.  ' 
Han*oiC  Sir  Reginald  I 

Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner  I 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale-  ! 
Hazell,  Walter  i 

Helder,  Augnstnw  ' 

Henderson,  Alexander  i 

Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter      | 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich)  , 
Hobhooae,  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 

Hosier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil  ', 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick  , 
Jewel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton  : 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast)  ' 
Kearley,  Hudson  E.  ■ 

Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William  i 
Jtenrick,  William 
lumber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence, Sir E.Duming-( Corn  ' 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (York».)  ' 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Carrie  i 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  E.  ! 

Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee  I 

Lome,  Marquess  of  ! 

Lough,  Thomas  | 

Lowles,  John  ( 

Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman  , 

Laeas-ShadweU,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maedona,  John  Cumming 
Maelnre,  Sir  John  William 
M  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 


{16  February  1900} 

M'Arthur,  W.  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-  Main  waring,  H  n.  W.  F, 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E.   i 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand    « 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton    , 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip         | 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robt  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd( Carmarthen 
Morrell,  George  Herbert  , 

Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Dept-f  ord 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath  "■ 
Nicol,  l)onald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Roliert  Torrens  ! 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman,  D. 
Pease,  HerbertPike(  Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.)  , 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  RtHnHoraceCurzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Prjce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,S.E.)  ■ 
Richardson,SirThos.(Hartlep'l 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley  ,Rt.  Hn.  SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  HonChas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberto,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelten'm 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herliert  Dudley 
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Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saundereon,Rt.  Hon.  Col.  Ed. «) . 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sha\v-Stewart,M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  Jno.  (Forfars.) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  A.  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  C'has.  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Huinphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot ,  Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  (Oxf .  Univ. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thorbuni,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  W.'K.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter)- 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T.. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richanl  E. 
Welby,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Batlb 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Mannadnke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  arising ;  and  it  being  after  mid- 
night, the  Chairman  proceeded  to  inter- 
rapt  the  business : — 

Whereupon  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose 
in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  wish  to 
ask  your  ruling,  Sir,  on  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  now  after  twelve  o'clock.  At  the 
time  twelve  o'clock  struck  we  were 
engaged  in  taking  a  division  on  a  motion 
to  report  progress.  When  the  Committee 
resumed,  after  that  division,  the    main 


question    came    before    the    Committee 
again.     Under  Rule  1   of  the  Standing 
[  Orders  it  is  provided  that  on  Mondays, 
i  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays    the 
.  proceedings  should  stop  at  twelve  of  the 
[  clock  unless  in  the  case  of  the  exceptions 
that  are  provided.     Unless  those  excep- 
tions enable  you  to  put  the  main  ques- 
tion on  the  resumption  of  the  Committee 
i  after  twelve  o'clock,  I  submit  it  is  in- 
i  competent  for  you  to  receive  any  motion 
I  for  the  closure,  and  it  is  incumbent  on 

■  you  to  vacate  the  chair. 

i    *The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  practice  which 

■  has  been  followed    to-night  is  one  for 

|  which  we  have  many  precedents  during, 
this    Parliament.     If  the  hon.  Member 
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will  look  at  the   next  paragraph  of  the    says  that  badness  is  to  stop  at   nrefre 
orders  he  will  find  these  words  : —  o'clock. 

Then?  i*  the  pro 


"Provided  alway*  that  on  the  interruption 
of  bovine**  the  closure  may  he  moved." 

The  interruption  of  business  occurred 
when  the  numbers  were  announced  from 
the  chair ;  it  being  twelve  o'clock, 
the  interruption  of  business  occurred  : 
and  on  the  interruption  of  txisine&s 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  moved 
the  closure. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  submit 
respectfully  that  that  does  not  do  away 
with   the  operation    of   the   rule    which 


♦The  CHAIRMAN 
viso  doing  it. 

Mr-  CALDWELL.  On  a  point  of 
order.  Is  there  any  precedent  for 
moving  the  closure  when  the  original 
question  has  not  been  discussed  at  all  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not  a 
point  of  order.  The  question  is  that  the 
original  question  be  now  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  2*7; 
Noes,  40.     {Division  List,  No.  20. > 


AHand-Hood.  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Aird,  John 

Arcbdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Aruold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
A*qnith,Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atkinson,  Ht.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarre*,  L*«rd 
iial.lwin,  Alfred 
Balfonr,Rt.Hn.A.J.  (Manch'n 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry, KtHn A HSmith  (Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Kt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethel],  Commander 
Bill,  diaries 

Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Brodrick,  lit."  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  lit.  Hon.  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Cliarles 
('aid  well,  Jam  en 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carson,  lit.  Hon.  Edward 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.(Derbysh. 
Cecil,  E.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
( 'harrington,  Spencer 
Collings,  lit.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamlieth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(  Heref  d) 
( -ox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 


AYES. 

fDalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymnle,  Sir  Cliarle* 
Davies,  31.  YaugIian-(  Cardigan 
Denny.  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Winfffield- 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Ajcers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark)  , 
Doxfonl,  Sir  William  Theodore  ( 
Dracker,  A. 

Dunconibe.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fel  lowers  Hon.  Ail wyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  J .  ( Mane' r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  \\  illiam 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibljs,Hn.  A.G.  H(Cityof  Lond. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  HnHerbertJohn 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
GoschenRtHnG.J.(StGeorge's 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hamilton, lit.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,  lit.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hernion-Hodge,  Robert  T. 


Hoare.  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhou*e,  Henry 
Horniman.  Frederick  John 
Houston.  R.  P. 
Hazier.  Hon.  James  H.  C. 
Jeffreys.  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessef,  Captain  H.  M. 
Johnston,  William  (Betfa*:) 
Kearley.  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W. 
Keswick.  William 
Kiinber.  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lawrence.  SirE.  D.  (Corn.) 
Lawson,  John  G.  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  SirT.  (Londonderry) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Curie 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham} 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadweil,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
31' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool)' 
xM'  Arthur,  William  (Cornwall* 
M'Crae,  George 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Arartin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey  -  Main  waring.Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,  Rt  Hn.SirHerbertEL 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Robt.  JasperfShropshire) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Art  hurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Bata)- 
Nicol,  Donald  Niniau 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robt,  Torrens 
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Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetinan  D.         i 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike(  Darlington  ' 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northuinb.)  ' 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur       ! 
l'ierpoint,  Robert 
Plunkett,  Ht.  Hon.  H.  Curzon  j 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick         ! 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp         ' 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pnrvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.  E. ) 
Richardson,SirTho».(  Hartlep'l 
Kickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley.Rt  Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Cha«.  T.       i 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion)      | 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*)  . 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney  | 
Robinson,  Brooke  I 

Robson,  William  Snowdon  ! 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux  | 
Kus»ell,C^n.F.S. (Cheltenham  I 


Abraham,  Williara(Cork,N.E. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Brnnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Chinning,  Francis  Allston 

<1*rk.  Dr.  G.  B. 

Cl««n,  Walter  Owen 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

C-rean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Cnrran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalael,  James  Henry 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan 


{1G  February  1900} 

Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  Limehouse) 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shaw- Stewart,  M.  H.  ( Renf  re  w 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.'.Ox.Univ.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
ThomaSjDavidA  lfred  ( Merthy  r 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 

NOES. 

Farrell,JamesP.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  Cumberland) 
MacDonnell,Dr.  M.  A.  (Q'n's.  Cs 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Maddi»on,  Fred. 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Moss,  Samuel 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


Means. 
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Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charlas  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vrincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Tlios.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Lt-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
WTharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,JosephPowell-(Birm 
Wilson,  FrederickW.( Norfolk 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  ( Yorks. ) 
Wodehouse,Rt,  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  AYts— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tully,  Jasper 
j  Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 

|  Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
I  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
1       Captain  Donelan. 


Original  Question  put  accordingly. 
The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes,  224 ;  Noes,  32. 


(Division  List,  No.  21.) 


AcUndHood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Aiid,John 

Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
A&ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Ajjmtli,  Rt  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Aottin.  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Btiabridee.  Emerson 
foirii  JoLn  George  Alexander 
{^eurre*,  L^rd 
"  ldwin,  Alfred 
tfcarJU.  Hn,  A.J.  (Manch» 
&boryp  Frederick  George 

ies,  Frederic  Gorell 

T,laHnAH«mith^Hant«i 
^Jey,  George  C*  T. 
&*cMU-  Hn.HixU,  H.  (Bristol 
j^nninni,  Wentworth  C,  B. 
j^tatt,  Ernest  William 
5?thell,  Commander 
^Charles 

VOL  LXXIX. 


AYES. 

Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Cliarles 
Caldwell,  James 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lane  s.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbys  h. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich 
Chamberlain  Jit-  Hn.  J.  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain, J.  Austen  (Wore. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
CollingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.  Sir  J.  Charles  Ready 
Cooke,C.W.Radclitfe(Herefd) 

[Fourth  Series.]     M 


Coxjrwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  J.  K.  D.  WingBeld- 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxtord,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliott,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Emmott,  Alfred 
FelloweSjHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu8son,Rt.  HnSir J.  ( Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
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Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,IIn.A.G.H(CityofLond. 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen.Rt.Hn.G.J  (St.Geo.'s 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hamilton, Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon. Charles  Seal e- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Rbt.  Trotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  C. 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Jones,David  Brynm.  (Swansea 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvons.) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,CoL  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,SirE.  Durninff-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lome,  Marquess  of 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.  I 
Ambrose,  Robert  , 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Blake,  Edward  ! 

Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


{COMMONS} 

Lough,  Thomas 
IiOwles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
!    Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
I    Macartney,  W.  G  Ellison 
I    Macdona,\John  Cumming 
I    Maclure,  Sir  John  William 

M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
!    M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
I    M'Crae,  George 
J    Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
\    Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
'    Massey- Main  waring,  Hn.W.F 
Max\vell,RtHn.SirHerberlE. 
I    Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(  Carmarthen 
Morrell,  George  Herlvert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Murray*  Col.  Wyndham(Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Cant.  Cecil  William 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nor thumb.) 
Penn,  John 

fhillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Plunkett  ,RtHnHoraceCurzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,S.E.) 
Richardson,Sir  Thos.(Hartlep' 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hon.SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,Rt.Hon.Cha<*Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Rol>ertson,  Herbert(  Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 

NOES. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
LawBon,SirWilfrid(CumbMand 
MacDonnel^DrMAtQueen'sC) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Smith 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 


Means. 
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J  Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,Gen.  F.S. (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
;  Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
I  Saunderson,Rt.Hon.Col.Ed.JP- 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sliarpe,  William  tfdward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
!  Shaw-Stewart,M.H.(Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
i  Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
I  Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
,  Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
j  Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Strand) 
i  Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
;  Strachey,  Edward 
1  Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
1  Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
i  Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
|  Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(OxfdUmv. 
I  Tennant,  Harold  John 
,  Thomas,DavidAlfred(Mertliyr 
1  Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed w.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams, r:  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norfolk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Tellers  forthe  Ayes.— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  W.  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tully,  Jasper 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


Whereupon    the    Chairman    left    the .  next ;    Committee 
Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House.      Monday  next. 


to    sit    again    upon 


Resolution  to  bo  reported  upon  Monday  | 


Adjourned  at  half  after  Twelve  of 
the  clock,  till  Monday  next 
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HOUSE      OF      LORDS.  i  RAWMARSH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUX- 

,  OIL  (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Honda*  19ft  Fehmry,  1900.  ;  S0UTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATION  BILL 

!  [H.L.]. 

PPTirjrv  mri  Pimnnw         !     «lyncorrwg  urban  district 

PRIVATE  BILL  BU*INhhS>.  COUNCIL  GAS  BILL  [ill.]. 

i  WALSALL  CORPORATION    BILL    [H.L.].' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  -p  ,  0a 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  '■  Keaci  L  ' 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  j 

from   the    Examiners  that    the    further            RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow-  

m  Bilk  have  been  complied  with  : —         ' 

^  r  :  EDUCATION. 

Scottish    American    Investment  Com-        List    of    School    Boax6a    and    School 
:        pany,  Limited  [h.l.].  Attendance  Committees  in  England  and 

London    Hydraulic    Power    Company  I  Wale9>  lst  january>  1900  :  Presented  (by 

wt8;1*"!  ,.  .,         r  'command),    and    ordered   to  lie  on  the 

North-Eastern  Railway  [H.L.].  Tabic. 

North-Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) ' 

[H-L-]  ,  LUNACY. 

TaiTVale  Railway  [h.l.].  ,      ^  .         .     ..     T      ,  fi,         „        .    . 

Fishguard  and  Rosslarc  Railways  and  I      Betuni  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 

Harbours  Th  r  1  !  numl)er  °*  visits  made  and  the  number  of 

Rhvmnev  Railway  [h.l.].  |  patients     seen     by    the     several    Corn- 

Great     Southern     and    Western    and  j  ™ssioners  in    Lunacy    during    the    six 

Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Rail-  i  mouths  ended  31st  December,  1899. 

way  Companies  Amalgamation  [h.l.].  ' 
Great     Southern    and     Western    and !  COMMITTALS  (IRELAND). 

Waterford,   Limerick,  and  Western  ,      Returns  from  Clerks  of  the  Crown  and 
'        Railway    Companies    Amalgamation    Peace  of  the    number  of  persons  com- 

[H.L.].  j  mitted  for  trial  in  1899. 


Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 

[H.L.]. 
Imschenetzky's  Uralite  Patent  [h.l.]. 
Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  [H.L.]. 


DUCHY  OF  LANCASTER. 

Account  of  receipts  and  disbursements 

in  1899. 

And  the    Certificate  that  the    Standing 

(Were  applicable  to   the  following  Bill ,  NATIONAL  DEBT. 

have  not  been  complied  with  : —  !      1.     Military  Savings 'Banks. — Account 

._._,_..         t  k  _       .  'or  gross  amount  of  all  moneys  received 

St  Davids  Railway  (Abandonment).      ;  and  p^  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 

And  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  I  deduction  of  the  National  Debt  on 
that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  |  a^co.unt  £f  "^e  Fund  for  Military 
the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  |  ^vings  Banks. 

with:—  |      II.    Savings      Banks     and     Friendly 

Hamilton,    Motherwell,    and    Wishaw  !  Societies.— 

tJ^f?111^*^8"  .          i    tx  *•  Account  of  the  gross  amount  of 

Welhngborough    and    District    Tram-  an  8Ums  received  and  paid  by  the 

roads-                                                     j  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  !  *•   ^atioiial^  Debt  on   account   of 

fable                                                             I  banks  for  savings  and  friendly  socie- 

1  ties  in  Great  Britain  and   Ireland, 

COWES  PIER  BILL  [h.l.].              :  from   their  commencement    at    6th 

August,    1817,   to   20th   November, 

GLASGOW    BUTLDING    REGULATIONS  1899,  inclusive. 

BILL     [H«IfcJ» 

i  2.  Account  of  the  several  transac- 

.  NEATH  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.].  tjon8  wnjcn  have  taken  place,  during 

Read  **.  the  year  ended  20th  November,  1899, 
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in  the  investment  of  all  moneys 
which  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  for  savings  hanks 
and  friendly  societies. 

3.  Account  showing  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the 
Government  to  the  trustees  of 
savings  lmnks  and  friendly  societies 
respectively  on  20th  November  1899, 
etc. 

SKA    AND    COAST     FISHERIES    FUND 
(IRELAND)      (NON-CONGESTED     DIS- 
TRICTS). 

Account  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1899. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1859. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  10th  January, 
1900,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  under 
the  Local  Government  Board,  pro- 
fessional or  other  peculiar  qualifications 
not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the 
public  service  are  requisite. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS,  1853  to   1891 
(CONDITIONAL     LICENCE). 

Licence  granted  by  Her  Majesty  to 
Dinah  Cohen,  a  convict  under  detention 
in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  the  said 
Dinah  Cohen  to  he  at  large,  on  condition 
that  she  enter  the  Royal  Victoria  Home, 
Horfield,  near  Bristol. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

VOLUNTEER  RANGES. 
♦The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  how  the  sum  of  £40,000,  which 
was  in  last  year's  Estimates  appropriated 
to  Volunteer  ranges,  has  ljecn  applied,  and 
what  portion  has  been  allocated  to  the 
North- Western  District.  This  is,  of 
course,  only  a  small  portion  of  a  very 
much  larger  question,  but  anything  which 
has  to  do  with  the  shooting  of  our  Volun- 
teers at  the  present  time  is  of  importance. 
It  will  Ik?  in  your  Lordships'  recollection 
that  considerable  inconvenience  was  caused 
to  many  Volunteer  corps  soon  after  the 
issue  of  the  Lee-Metford  rifles  by  the  com- 
pulsory closing  of  their  ranges.  I  ven- 
tured to  call  attention  to  the  subject 
last  year,  and  the  reply  I  then  re- 
ceived     from      my     noble     friend     the 
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:  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was  a 
I  sympathetic  one,  and,  so  far  as  it  went, 
,  very  satisfactory.  A  sum  of  £40,000 
was,  I  understand,  voted  last  year  to 
'  assist  those  Volunteers  corps  whose  ranges 
!  had  been  compulsorily  closed  to  obtain 
others.  At  the  old  range  on  which  the 
battalion  to  which  I  belong  used  to  fire 
!  an  accident  occurred,  and  as  the  result  of 
1  an  inquiry  the  range  was  condemned,  and 
'  "gMy  condemned.  The  colonel  of 
the  battalion  at  once  set  about  looking 
for  another  range,  and  with  some  difficulty 
obtained  one.  It  was  found  that  it  would 
cost  £1,200  to  put  the  range  into  a 
thoroughly  efficient  state,  and  an  applica- 
'  tion  was  made  to  the  War  Office  for  a 
grant,  out  of  the  £40,000  that  had  been 
voted,  of  £250  towards  the  cost.  That 
application  was  refused,  and  I  cannot 
make  out  on  what  ground  it  was  refused. 
I  am  informed,  but  I  can  hardly  believe 
it,  that  in  cases  where  other  ranges 
have  been  obtained,  or  where  steps 
1  have  been  taken  to  obtain  other  ranges, 
no  assistance  will  be  given.  It  would 
appear  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  officers 
who  are  energetic  enough  to  do  their 
utmost  to  obtain  other  ranges  to  supply 
the  deficiency  should  1>e  the  first  to 
obtain  assistance.  As  no  assistance  was 
given  by  the  Goverment  in  the  case  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  as  the  officers 
of  the  regiment  could  not  bear  the  burden 
— it  must  be  remembered  that  Volun- 
teer officers  are  many  of  them  not  rich 
men — they  had  to  fall  back  on  the 
public.  I  think  it  will  be  generally  ad- 
mitted that  during  the  present  war  the 
conduct  of  the  public  has  been  admirable. 
They  have  l>ornc  our  reverses  with  a  patience 
and  a  courage  which  are  beyond  praise,  and 
in  whatever  direction  their  assistance  has 
been  asked,  whether  for  the  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Families  Association,  for  the  widows 
and  orphans,  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  or  for 
the  equipment  of  the  Imperial  Veomaniy 
Volunteers,  their  assistance  has  been 
readily  given.  But  I  humbly  submit  thai 
we  ought  not  to  ask  too  much  of  public 
spirit  and  public  enterprise.  Only  the, 
other  day,  in  discussing  the  question  of 
the  extension  of  the  time  of  training  for 
i  Volunteers  from  one  week  to  four  weeks, 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  said, 
"  We  trust  to  the  patriotism  of  employers."  ' 
It  seems  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  we  cannot 
run  our  national  defences  on  charity,  and, 
while   public  spirit  is  perfectly  ready  to 
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An  its  share,  I  do  not  think  we  should  ask 
too  much  of  it.  We  all  realise  the  im- 
portance of  accurate  rifle  shooting  among 
*ur  Volunteers,  and  we  also  thoroughly 
realise  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
providing  ranges.  I  understand  there 
is  a  proposal  to  re-open  some  of  the 
ranges  that  were  ctesed.  With  adequate 
protection  that  might  be  done,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  those  ranges  are 
uot  unsafe  they  ought  never  to  have 
seen  closed,  and  if  they  are  unsafe 
they  ought  never  to  be  reopened, 
But  the  case  to  which  I  have  referred  is 
one  where  a  range  had  1>een  obtained 
and  where  a  little  assistance  from 
the  Government  would  have  been  of  the 
greatest  value.  I  have  ventured  to  deal 
with  this  more  or  less  personal  question, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  is  it  part  of  one 
whole  force,  and  I  should  be  much 
ehliged  if  the  noble  Marquess,  in  answering 
me.  would  explain  the  principle  which  has 
guided  the  authorities  in  making  the 
distribution  of  this  fund. 

*The  Earl  of  KOKTHBROOK :   My 
Lords,    before    my     noble     friend     the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  answers  the 
question  which  has  lieen  put  to   him   by 
the  noble  Earl,  I  should  like  to   make   a 
suggestion.      I  apprehend  that  the  two 
most  important  matters  with  which  the 
War  Office  have  to  deal  in   the   present 
juncture    of    military    affairs  are,    first, 
the    organisation    of    the    Militia,    and, 
secondly,  the  encouragement  of  shooting 
all  over  the  country.     The  question  raised 
Uy  mv   noble   friend  is   connected   with 
providing   ranees  for  the  use  of  Volun- 
teers.   That  subject  is  of  great  importance, 
anil  I  hope  that,  pending  the  provision  of 
ranges  in  one  way  or  another,  some  alter- 
ation will   be  made  in    the  War    Office 
regulations  so  that  the  expenses  incurred 
by  Volunteers  in  travelling  from    their 
residences  to  the  places  where  the  targets 
are  situated   shall   he   paid  for  by   the  l 
Government,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  ; 
ammunition    which   they  expend.      The 
<*ther  day  my  noble  friend  behind  me, 
Lonl  Tweedmouth,  made  what  I  consider 
a  most  valuable  suggestion  on  this  sub- , 
ject.    He  said  it  was  quite  possible  that  i 
rifle  shooting  might,  to  a  very  considerable  j 
extent,  be  taught  at  short  ranges.     There  ' 
i*  no  man  in  your  Lordships'  House  who  , 
is  more  competent  to  express  an  opinion 
on  this  subject  than  my  noble  friend,  who 
»  accustomed    to  rifle  shotting  and   is 


himself  an  excellent  shot.      I   think  we 
all    ought    to    assist    the     Government 
in    every    way    in    our   power,    and  the 
suggestion  I  wish  to  offer  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  this.     At  the  present  time, 
under  the  Military  Lands  Act,  the  county 
•  councils  have  the  power,  on  a  requisition 
from    one   or   two   Volunteer   Corps,  to 
acquire  land  by  voluntary   arrangement 
for  Volunteer  purposes,  and  that  power 
includes  the  provision  of  rifle  ranges.     I 
1  wish  to  ask  my  noble  friend  whether,  if 
1  the  county  councils  were  prepared  to  do 
the  work,  he  would  have  any  objection  to 
extending    the    voluntary   power   which 
they  now  have  and  making  it  a  compulsory 
power,   at  any   rate   for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  moderately  short  ranges,  which 
would  be  useful,  not  only  for  the   Volun- 
teers,   but    for    the     education    of    the 
population  of  the  country  in  rifle  shooting. 
At  the  present  moment  county  councils  have 
the  power  of  acquiring  land  compulsoriiy 
for  allotments,  and  I  do  not  think  any  of 
your  Lordships  would  .say  that  the  pro- 
vision of  rifle  ranges  is  a  less  important 
matter  than  the  provision  of  allotments. 
The  compulsory  provision  in   respect  of 
allotment;  has  worked  admirably  through- 
out the  country.     When  complaints  have 
been  made  to  county  councils  they  have 
appointed  committees  of  three  members 
to  inquire  into  them  on  the  spot.      These 
committees  have    met,    and   upon    their 
reports  the   county  councils  have  acted. 
In  my  own  county,  although  we  have  had 
a  good  many  complaints  of  the  want  of 
allotments,  yet  after  the  inquiries  have 
been   made,   and   the   parties  concerned 
communicated    with,    we   have   come    to 
amicable  arrangements  and  have  uot  been 
obliged  to  use  our  compulsory  powers.     I 
believe  that,   if  a   similar  provision  was 
introduced  with  respect,  at  any  rate,  to  the 
hire  of  land  for  rifle  ranges  such  as  have 
been  suggested  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Tweedmouth,  it  could  be  worked  without 
any  friction,  that  there  would   be   little 
or   no  difficulty  in   coming  to  a    conclu- 
sion,   and   that    the   compulsory    powers 
would  only  rarely  lie  exercised.     I  know 
cases  in  my  own  county  where  difficulties 
have    l>een   put    in    the    way    of    using 
ranges  by  proprietors,  and  the  same  thing 
has  happened  in   other   counties.     Win- 
chester is  an  important  depot  centre.     It 
is  the  depot  of  the  Hampshire  regiments, 
and    when  the  barracks  which  are  now 
being  built  are  completed,  it  will  become 
the  depot  of  two   other  very  important 
N  2 
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regiments,  the  King's  Royal  Rifles  and 
the  Rifle  Brigade.  Winchester  is  sur- 
rounded by  downs,  and  yet  there  is 
no  convenient  range  near.  There  can 
be  no  difficulty  with  proper  arrange- 
ments in  the  way  of  a  sufficient 
range  being  acquired.  It  is  most 
important  that  our  recruits  should 
be  taught  to  shoot ;  but  if  you  cannot 
find  ranges  where  they  can  practise,  how 
can  you  possibly  make  them  good  shots  ? 
My  suggestion  is  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  should  accept  the  assist- 
ance of  county  councils  in  this  matter, 
and  if  he  gives  me  any  encouragement  I 
shall  be  happy  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  this 
House  giving  compulsory  powers  to 
county  councils  in  respect  of  rifle  ranges. 

*Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  the  apparently  limited  question 
put  on  the  Paper  by  my  noble  friend, 
which  had  reference  to  a  matter  of  strictly 
local  interest,  has  led  to  two  very 
interesting  speeches,  which  I  have  listened 
to  with  great  attention,  and  which,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  seem  to  me  to  he  instruc- 
tive and  helpful.  With  regard  to  the  sum 
taken  under  the  Act  of  1899  for  local 
ranges,  I  have  to  say  that  we  placed  our- 
selves in  communication  with  the  general 
officers  of  the  districts  and  callea  upon  , 
them  to  make  to  us  recommendations  as 
to  the  most  advantageous  manner  in 
which  this  comparatively  small  sura  might  . 
be  spent.  The  sum  was,  as  my  noble 
friend  has  told  the  House,  intended  as  a 
means  of  giving  grants  or  subventions  to 
Volunteer  corps,  or  groups  of  corps,  who 
might  be  endeavouring  to  provide  them- 
selves with  range  accommodation,  and 
who  could  not  command  sufficient  funds 
for  the  purpose.  We  have  only  just 
received  the  last  of  *;he  answers  to  these 
interrogatories,  and  I  am  able  to  tell  my 
noble  friend  that  no  allotment  has  yet 
been  made  of  the  £40,000.  I  therefore 
cannot  tell  him  how  much  the  district  in 
which  he  is  interested  is  likely  to  obtain. 
I  need  not  point  out  to  the  House  that 
this  sum  was  taken  as  an  experiment,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  that  experiment 
succeeds,  and  I  hope  it  will,  it  seem  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  do  more  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. With  regard  to  what  fell  from  Lord 
Northbrook,  I  am  quite  prepared-  to  say  \ 
that,  whatever  is  done  this  year  with  I 
regard  to  the  special  training  of  Volun-  j 
teer   corps,    we  shall    certainly   arrange  I 

The  Earl  of  Xorthbrook. 


1  that  a  proper  amount  of  musketry  in- 
1  struction  shall  form  part  of  that  training; 
and  if  that  is  so,  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to 
say  that  travelling  allowances  will  be 
arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable 
Volunteers  to  have  access  to  ranges 
without,  at  any  rate,  having  to  put  their 
hands  into  their  own  pockets.  For  that 
purpose  the  noble  Earl  made  a  very 
reasonable  suggestion.  He  suggested,  as 
I  understood,  that  we  should  not  merely, 
as  we  had  intended,  co-operate  with 
Volunteer  corps  or  groups  of  corps,  bub 
that  we  should  co-operate  with  the  local 
authorities,  the  county  councils,  in  order 
to  obtain  ranges  in  parts  of  the  country 
where  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing them ;  and  that  for  that  purpose 
county  councils  should  be  given  compul- 
sory powers.  The  matter  is  one  which  I 
should  like  to  consider.  I  think  some 
means  of  that  kind  is  necessary,  becajM* 
experience  has  shown  us  that  the  difficulty 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
obtaining  ranges  is  really  sometimes  in- 
superable. I  am  very  familiar  with  the 
case  the  noble  Earl  referred  to,  that  ef 
Winchester,  and  I  must  say  that  I  was 
never  more  disappointed  than  when,  after 
an  interminable  negotiation,  we  found  it 
was  impossible  for  us  to  obtain  a  suitable 
site  for  a  range.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to» 
consider  the  noble  Earl's  suggestion,  and 
I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  devise  some 
means  of  using  the  agency  of  the  county 
council  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  ttt 
Volunteers  in  this  respect.  If  we  do 
that  agency  I  do  not  see  why,  just  as 
are  prepared  to  give  grants  to  Volunteer 
corps,  we  might  not  in  some  cases  place- 
public  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  local 
authority  for  the  purpose. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  looks  upon  this  question 
of  ranges  in  so  sympathetic  a  manner.  I , 
hope  he  will  bring  all  his  influence  to  heaiy 
both  with  the  local  authorities  and  with ; 
the  various  Departments  of  the  Go1 
ment,  including  the  Treasury,  to 
some  distinct  steps  being  taken  in 
direction  of  providing  better  and 
numerous  ranges.  In  this  connection 
am  tempted  to  give  the  House  a 
piece  of  evidence  which  I  came 
yesterday  as  to  the  advantages  to 
gained  from  shooting  at  the  si 
ranees.  I  was  reading  that  excellent; 
book  on  the  life  of  Stonewall  Jackson, 
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Colonel  Henderson,  who  is  now  on  the 
Staff*  in  South  Africa,  and  is  well  fitted  to 
speak  on  any  military  matter.  In  that 
hook  the  author  give*  a  table  of  the  com- 
parative ranges  and  effective  fire  of 
different  riHes.  Colonel  Henderson  gives 
the  effective  range  of  the  Martini-Henry 
rifle;  sighted  at  2, 150  yards,  as  400  yards, 
and  that  of  the  modern  magazine  rifle, 
sighted  at  .'{,200  yards,  as  450  yards. 
•Surely,  if  an  authority  of  weight  such  as 
Colonel  Henderson  puts  down  the  really 
effective  range  of  the  modern  magazine 
rifle  at  450  yards,  it  stands  to  reason  that 
what  we  should  endeavour  to  do  is  to 
make  Volunteers  first-rate  shots  at  450 
yards  to  commence  with.  When  they 
are  capable  of  shooting  at  the  shorter 
ranges  they  might  l>e  trained  at  longer 
/arises  where  they  could  practise  with 
perfect  safety.  After  all,  the  danger  of  a 
range  is  to  be  measured  largely  by  the 
distance  at  which  you  shoot  the  target. 
The  danger  does  not  arise  when  tiring  at 
*hort  ranges,  liecause,  even  if  a  man  does 
'hop  the  muzzle  of  his  rifle,  the  bullet 
hit*  the  ground  comparatively  near  to  the 
target  and  is  caught  either  by  the  target 
itself  or  on  the  butt.  I  am  sure  the  sub- 
ject is  one  worthy  of  your  Lordships' 
attention. 

Lord  WEXLOCK  :  My  Lords,  there 
is  one  point  in  connection  with  the  answer 
which  has  been  given  by  my  noble  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  which 
I  think  the  House  might  receive  a  little 
mure  definite  information.  I  understood 
from  him  that  no  money  has  been  spent, 
and  that  the  grant  given  last  year  is  going 
to  Lupst.  It  would  be  very  satisfactory  if 
he  could  tell  ns  that  the  grant-  will  be  re- 
newed. This  matter  has  excited  a  great 
deal  of  attention  amongst  Volunteers.  In 
my  own  district,  which  is  a  poor  one, 
th«*re  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in 
providing  range  accommodation,  and  the 
money  necessary  for  putting  the  range  in 
proper  order  has  been  borrowed  on  the 

rreonal  responsibility  of  a  few  officers. 
do  not  think  that  is  a  position  in  which 
these  officers  ought  to  1)6  placed,  and  1 
hope  the  noble  Marquess  will  be  able  to 
*atitffy  ns  that,  at  all  events,  if  the  grant 
is  rot  to  lie  renewed,  another  grant  will 
lie  made  of  the  same  amount  as  last  year. 

ThkMarotess  of  LAN8D0WNK :  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  the  sum  in 
<jucKtion  was  provided  under  the  Military 4 


Works  Loans  Act,  and  there  would  there- 
fore be  no  question  of  the  money  lapsing. 

INEBRIATES   AMENDMENT  (SCUT- 
LAND)  KILL  |  ill.]. 

[Skcoxd  Rkaiuno.j 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

*The  SECRETARY  ion  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  ofBuulkich):  MyLords, 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  ask  Parliament  to  pass  this  shoi-t 
Bill  are  these  :  In  the  year  before  last 
Parliament  pissed  a  measure  giving  local 
authorities,  both  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, ])ower  to  contribute  to  or  establish 
certified  inebriates'  reformatories  Sub- 
sequent experience  has  shown  us  that 
in  two  small  points  the  Act,  in  its  appli- 
cation to  Scotland,  is  not  perfect.  It 
refers  to  the  Reformatory  Schools  Act  of 
IS77,  and  gives  the.  local  authorities  the 
same  powers  to  contribute  to  inebriates' 
reformatories  as  they  have  to  reform- 
atories generally  in  that  Act,  but  it  has 
been  pointed  out  that  in  that  Art  there  is  no 
I>ower  to  raise  loans,  and  that  the  definition 
of  burghs  is  imfierfcct.  As  those  of  your 
Lordships  who  come  from  Scotland  know, 
there  is  more  than  one  kind  of  burgh  in 
Scotland,  and  they  are  not  all  mentioned 
in  the  definition  clause  of  the  Act  of  1S77. 
The  first  clause  of  this  Bill  remedies  that 
defect,  and  the  second  clause  adds  one 
offence  to  the  schedule,  which,  when  com- 
mitted accompanied  by  drunkenness, 
renders  those  who  commit  it  liable  to  Ikj 
brought  before  a  magistrate  for  committal 
to  a  certified  inebriate  reformatory.  The 
offence  in  question  is  that  of  behaving 
whilst  drunk  in  a  riotous  or  disorderly 
manner.  The  Bill  is  a  short  and  simple 
one,  and  1  need  not  detain  your  Lord- 
ships by  giving  any  further  explanation 
of  it.  I  l>eg  to  move  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Bill  read  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  To-morrow. 


IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY  AND  YoU  N- 
TKKKK  -TEMPORARY  ARMY  RANK- 
RELATIVE  RANK  WITH  MILITIA 
OFFICERS. 

Loud  RAOLAN:  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  granting  tern- 
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porary  rank  in  the  Army  to  officers  of 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry  and  Imperial 
Volunteers  has  superseded  all  Militia 
officers  of  equal  rank ;  and  what  steps 
will  be  taken  to  remedy  this  injustice.  I 
am  sure  I  shall  he  anticipating  what  the 
noble  Marquess  will  say  when  I  state 
that  the  question  of  relative  rank  amongst 
the  Auxiliary  forces  as  compared  with  the 
Army  is  one  of  extreme  difficulty.  All 
officers  in  the  Regular  Army  are  senior 
to  officers  in  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteers  of  the  same  rank.  Officers  of 
Militia  are  senior,  in  the  same  way,  to 
officers  in  the  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers, 
and  officers  in  the  Yeomanry  are  senior  to 
Volunteer  officers  of  the  same  rank.  This 
new  force  which  has  lately  been  raised, 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  has  been  officered 
partly  from  the  Reserve  of  Officers  who 
have  served  in  the  Army,  partly  from 
Militia  officers,  partly  from  Yeomanry 
officers,  and,  in  some  instances,  by  gentle- 
men who  apparently  have  never  before 
held  Her  Majesty's  commission.  The 
effect  of-  granting  them  temporary  rank 
in  the  Army  makes  them  senior  to  the 
Militia  officers  of  the  same  rank.  \ 
These  Militia  officers  have  been  embodied 
some  months,  and  many  of  them  are  doing 
duty  in  South  Africa.  As  regards  officers 
of  low  rank  the  effect  will  be  slight. 
Those  whom  it  will  affect  most  seriously  ' 
arc  the  commanding  officers  of  Militia 
battalions  in  South  Africa.  We  will  take 
the  case  of  a  Militia  commanding  officer 
stationed  somewhere  on  the  line  of  com- 
munication. At  the  same  place  there  may 
be  quartered,  also  for  the  protection  of 
the  line  of  commumcation,  a  battalion  of 
Yeomanry.  Any  attack  from  the  Boers 
driven  off  with  success  naturally  brings 
kudos  to  the  officer  in  command,  but  in 
that  case  the  unhappy  Militia  officer,  who 
has,  perhaps,  done  25  years  service,  will 
bo  junior  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
battalion  of  Imperial  Yeomanry,  who  has 
probably  never  served  before.  I  beg  to 
ask  the  question  of  which  I  have  given 
notice. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
My  Lords,  I  think  it  is  likely  that  there 
will  be  some  supersession  of  the  kind  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  called  attention. 
The  facts  are  as  he  stated  them.  The 
Imperial  Yeomanry  have  been  enlisted  as 
part  of  the  Regular  Army.  It  was  j 
necessary  to  do  so,  because  if  they  had 
remained   under  the  Yeomanry  Act  we 

Lord  Iittylan. 


should  have  had  no  power  over  them  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom* 
For  that  reason  the  men  were  enlisted  in 
the  Regular  Army,  and  temporary  com- 
missions in  the  Regular  Array  were  given 
to  the  officers.  I  see  the  difficulty  the 
noble  Lord  suggests,  but  1  dta  not  exactly 
see  how  we  are  to  get  over  it.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  the  inconvenience,  if  there  is 
any,  is  a  temporary  one,  because  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  is  a  special  force 
which  has  been  raised  for  the  operations 
now  in  progress,  and  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  case  he  has  imagined  of  a 
colonel  of  a  Militia  battalion  being  super- 
seded by  a  colonel  of  a  battalion,  I  think 
he  said,  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  is  not 
yery  likely  to  occur.  The  intention  is  to 
employ  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  in  com- 
panies as  mounted  infantry,  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  if  by  some  chance  a 
senior  officer  of  mounted  infantry  and  a 
senior  officer  of  Militia  found  themselves 
together  it  would  prol>ably  be  for  a  few 
hours,  or  days  at  the  most,  and  the 
practical  inconvenience  will  not  be  great. 

Lord  RAGLAN  :  Can  the  nobb 
Marquess  say  that  the  whole  question  of 
relative  rank,  which  is  a  very  important 
one,  will  be  inquired  into  ? 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  r 
I  should  be  glad  to  refer  the  question  to 
persons  better  informed  in  regard  to 
military  seniority  than  I  am. 

MILITIA  AND  THE  FRANCHISE: 
Lord  RAGLAN  :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether 
they  will  include  embodied  Militiamen  in 
any  Bill  they  may  introduce  to  prevent 
the  Reserve  menr  Yeomanry,  and  Volun- 
teers from  being  disfranchised  by  doing 
permanent  duty.  I  only  ask  this  question 
because,  both  in  the  discussions  on  this 
subject  in  the  pnbiie  Press  and  in  another 
place,  no  mention  has  )>een  made  of  the 
Militia. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
In  any  Bill  which  is  introduced  for  tfaia- 
purpose  we  shall  certainly  take  particular 
care  that  the  Militia  are  provided  for.  I 
may  comfort  the  noble  Lord  by  stating 
that  I  have  seen  the  draft  of  the  Bill,  and  , 
Militia  men  are  included  in  it.  \ 

STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Chair- 
men of  the  Standing  Committee,  that 
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they  have  appointed  the  Earl  of  Kimberley 
Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


CITY  OF  LONDON  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 


House  adjourned   at    Five  of  the         Mil.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  :  Thia 


clock,  til!  To-morrow,  half-past    Bill  empowers  the  City  of  London 
Ten  of  the  clock.  ^  J 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Mondtnj,  19//i   Fehrmm/,  1900. 


Mil.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order : 
the  hon.  Member  object  ? 


Does 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  No,  Sir.     I  do 
not  wish  to  object.     I  only  wish  to  poin* 
out  that  the  Bill  raises   the  same  matter 
of  principle  as  the  London  County  Coun- 
cil (Spitalfields  Market)  Bill,  and  provid- 
,  ing  that   no  objection   comes    from  any 
representative  of  the  Citv,  I  suggest  that 
PRIVATE  HILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  02  '  they  should    both  be  sent    to  the  sama 
COMPLIED    WITH).  '  Onmmifcten. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  referral  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62 
has  been  complied  with,  viz.:- 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill. 
Great  Northern  Railway  Bill. 
Mid-Kent  Water  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  rear  I  a  second 
time. 


Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


ABERDEEN 


POLICE     AND 
MENT  BILL. 


IMPROVE- 


AIKDRIE,  COATBRIDGE.  AND  DISTRICT 
WATER  TRUST  BILL. 

BRADFORD  CORPORATION  BILL. 

BRIGHTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

BUCKINGHAM,       TOWCESTER,       AND 
METROPC  >LITAN     JUNCTK  >N     RAI L 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER    BILLS  (STAND-        "*  A^ 

IXG  ORDERS  APPLICABLETHERETO    CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


COMPLIED  WITH). 


BILL. 


Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table  CROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND  IMPROVE 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill. 


MENTS    BILL. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

EXETER  CORPORATION  BILL. 


Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

PROVISIONAL    ORDER     BILLS     (NO 
STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.    Speaker   laid    upon    the  Table ' 


FARN WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE,  COMMERCIAL 
GA8,  AND  SOUTH  METROPOLITAN 
GAS  COMPANIES  BILL. 

GLASTONBURY  CORPORATION  GAS 
BILL. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  PORT  AND 
HAVEN  BILL. 

HALIFAX  CORPORATION  BILL. 

HAMILTON  BURGH   BILL. 

HUDDERSFIELD    CORPORATION 
TRAMWAYS   BILL. 

ILFRACOMBE   IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 


upon 
Iveport  from  one    of  the    Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  ' 
taae  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  ; 
First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Oixlers  j 
we  applicable,  viz.  : — 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill,  j  rINGSCOURT,  KEADY,  AND  ARMAGH 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow.  \      Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
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LANCASTER  CORPORATION  BILL.  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

LEE  CONSERVANCY  BILL.  Petitions    in    favour,    from    Fryston ; 

Ryhill  ;      Pilscy ;      Fhmby  ;      Chiton ; 
LIVERPOOL   CORPORATION  BILL.        Broughton  Moor  ;  St.  Helens;  Buckhill; 
LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (COMPUL-    and  Oakley  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SORY  PURCHASE  OF  LAND)  BILL. 
LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (SPITAL-     ™>R  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
FIELDS  MARKET)  BILL.  |  At  ij  1840' 

I      Petition   from  Portpatrick,   for  altera- 
LOWESTOFT  RAILWAY  BILL.  tion  rf  ^  .  ^  h&  ^  ^  ^ 

MANCHESTER  AND  LIVERPOOL  ELEC- 
TRIC EXPRESS  RAILWAY  BILL.  RATING  OF  WOODLANDS. 

MARKET    WEIGHTON    DRAINAGE  Petition  from  Malton,  for  alteration  of 

AND  NAVIGATION  BILL.  Law  .  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MORECAMBE    URBAN    DISTRICT 

COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL.  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

SUNDAY  BILL. 
NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC  _     .  .  ...  .  T       , 

POWER  SUPPLY  BILL  Petitions    in    favour,   from    London 


Bishop's  Stortf ord ;  and   Carlton  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


NOTTINGHAM   CORPORATION   BILL. 
OLDHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
OSSETT  CORPORATION  GAS  BILL.        SALE  0F  ^^SeX  B?l"QU0BB  ™ 

PONTEFRACT  PARK  BILL.  Petitions   in  favour,  from   Hull  :  and 

Eccles  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
READING  CORPORATION  (TRAM-  '  ^ 

WAYS)  BILL. 

SUNDAY    CLOSING    (MONMOUTH- 
ROCHDALE  CORPORATION  BILL.  SHIRE)  BILL. 

SCARBOROUGH   CORPORATION   BILL.    t   Petitio"  from   Bishop^    Stortford,  in 

favour  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
SOUTHPORT   EXTENSION  AND  TRAM- 
WAYS    BILL.  j    TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
SPALDING  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  \      Petitions  in   favour,  from  Ardrossan; 
(WATER)  BILL.  Peebles  ;  Broughty  Ferry  ;  Stonehaven  ; 

STOCKPORT      CORPORATION      TRAM-    and  Turriff  '>  t0  lie  uP°n  the  Table- 
WAYS  BILL. 
TOTTENHAM    URBAN    DISTRICT  VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1898. 

COUNCIL  BILL.  Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKET    Hemsworth ;  and  Wycombe  ;  to  lie  upon 
BILL.  '  the  Table. 


WrEST    HAM    CORPORATION    BILL. 

W1DNES  AND  RUNCORN  BRIDGE  BILL.  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

i 

WOODBRIDGE  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL.  \  

v     a  ,   . .  ,  •„    i  NATIONAL     DEBT    (SAVINGS    BANKS 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed.  AND  FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES). 

;      Annual    Account  presented,,  for    the 

period    ended     20th     November,    1899 
PETITIONS.  !  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,   and  to 
be  printed.     L^°-  6--] 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  OFFICERS*         NATIONAL  DEBT  (MILITARY  SAVINGS 
SUPERANNUATION.  BANKS). 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from!  Account  presented  of  the  Gross  Amount, 
Kingston  ;  Worcester ;  and  Croydon ;  to  of  all  Moneys  received  and  paid  by  the 
lie  upon  the  Table.  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
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National  Debt  on  account  of  the  Fund 
for  Military  Savings  Banks,  from  19th 
September,  1845,  to  the  5th  January, 
1900  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  he  printed.     [No.  63.] 

MILITARY  WORKS  ACT,  1897. 
Account  presented,  for  the  period  ended 
31st  March,  1899,  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
(leneral  thereon  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  64.] 

DUCHY  OF  LANCASTER.  ! 

Accounts  presented  for  the  year  ended 
2Ut  December,  1899  Tby  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
65.] 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  FUND 
(IRELAND)  (NON-CONGESTED  DIS- 
TRICTS). 

Account  presented  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1899  [by  Act];  to  lie 
apon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATIONS, 
py  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
.  10th  January,  1900,  declaring  that 
for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  the  office  of  Inspector  of 
Canal  Boats  under  the  Local  Government 
Board,  professional  or  other  peculiar 
qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired 
in  the  public  service  are  required  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL LICENCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Licence  granted 
to  Dinah  Cohen,  a  convict  under  deten- 
tion in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  the 
*ufl  Dinah  Cohen  to  be  at  large  on  con- 
ation that  she  enter  the  Royal  Victoria 
Home,  Horfield,  near  Bristol  [by  Act] ;  to 
"e  upon  the  Table. 

ttttTEMIT    OF  COURT  (IRELAND) 
PERSONS  COMMITTED. 

Itetnrn  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  October,  1699  ;  Mr.  Patrirk 
-11*9**9  M'Huyh] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

pAPEU  LAID    UPON   THE  TABLE   BY 
THE   CLERK    OF    THE   HOUSE. 

Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  the  number  of  Visits  made 
*ftl  the  number  of  Patients  seen  by  the 
Coinmissioiiers  in  Lunacy  during  the  six 


months  ending  on  the   31st  December, 
1899  [by  Act]. 

ROYAL  PATRIOTIC  COMMISSION. 

Address  for  "Return  of  Pensions  and 
Retiring  Allowance  granted  to  Employees 
by  the  Royal  Patriotic  Commissioners 
since  the  issue  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
1854:— 


Xtum*.     ^     ;S 


5  £ 


-  -  - 

-  -     - 


— (Mr.  Kearhy.) 

H.M.S.   "DIADEM,"  ETC.  (BOILERS). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  cost  of 
repairs  to  the  Boilers  of  H.M.S.  *  Diadem,' 
'Niobe,'  'Arrogant,'  'Furious,'  'Powerful,' 
and  'Terrible,'  since  they  were  com- 
missioned."— (Mr.  inilwm  AlUin.) 


QUEST  10  XS. 


SOUTH      AFRICAN     WAR-PROPOSED 
DAY    OF    HUMILIATION. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  as  on  28th  February, 
1855,  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
issued  a  Proclamation  that  Wednesday, 
21st  March,  1855,  be  observed  as  a  day 
of  solemn  fast,  humiliation,  and  prayer, 
for    a   blessing   on   our    arms,    and   the 

:  restoration  of  peace,  Her  Majesty's  pre- 

,  sent  advisers  will  tender  to  the  Sovereign 
similar  advice  that  such  a  day  may  be 
appointed  as  was  done  during  the  Crimean 

,  War.  [Ironical  Nationalist  cheers.]  In 
putting  the  question  may  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  it  is  seemly  that  such  a 

,  question  should  be  received  with  jeers  by 
hon.  Members. 

The  FIRST  LORD   of  the   TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
i  E.) :  In  answer  to  my  hon.  friend  I  have 
to  say  that  the  precedent  he  quotes  from 
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1855  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  applicable, 
and  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
not  tendered  to  Her  Majesty  the  advice 
suggested  by  my  hon.  friend. 

ROYAL    PATRIOTIC     FIND.  -COM- 
MITTER   OF    IN^IIRY. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  state 
what  course  of  action  the  Government 
contemplate  with  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  various  funds  controlled  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Royal  Patriotic 
Fund  ;  .and  whether  steps  are  being  taken 
to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  those  who 
are  collecting  and  administering  new 
funds  for  the  war  to  bring  them  into  one 
general  fund,  in  order  to  ensure  the  most 
liberal  distribution  without  the  danger  of 
overlapping. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  following  gentlemen  to 
serve  on  the  Committee  oi  Inquiry — a 
Committee  which  is  neither  parliamentary 
nor  departmental — an  independent  Com- 
mittee:— 

Lord  Justice  Henn  Collins  (Chairman) ; 
The  Earl  of  Northbrook,  G.C.S.I. ; 
The  Right  Hon.  William  Lidderdale  ; 
The  Lord  Mayor ; 
Mr.  Whitmore,  M.P. ; 
Mr.  Robson,  Q.C.,  M.P.  : 
The  Rev.  Cosmo  Lang ; 
Col.  Twynam. 

The  order  of  reference  is  as  follows  :  - 

"To  consider  with  the  assistance  of  the 
managers  of  the  various  charitable  funds 
available  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
served  or  are  serving  in  the  field,  or  of  the 
families  of  such  persons,  how  these  funds  may 
he  distributed  with  the  least  waste,  and  to  the 
Insst  ail  vantage  of  those  for  whom  they  were 
intended." 

TRANSPORT  —  H.M.S.       "  POWERFUL  " 
AND    -TERRIBLE/' 

*Sm  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  how  many  troops  were 
carried  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Power- 
ful "  from  the  Mauritius  to  South  Africa  ; 
on  what  date  did  she  reach  a  South 
African  port ;  and  how  many  days  has 
she  been  at  sea,  and  how  many  days  in 
harbour.  I  beg  also  to  ask  what  number 
of  troops,  if  any,  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Terrible  "  carried  to  South  Africa ;  on 


what  date  did  she  first  arrive  at  a  South 
African  port ;  and  since  that  date  how 
many  days  has  she  been  at  sea,  and  how 
many  days  in  harbour. 

Thk  FIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Goschex,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  number  of  troops 
carried  by  the  "  Powerful  "  from  Mauritius 
to  South  Africa  was  448.  She  arrived  at 
Durban  on  10th  October,  1899.  The 
"  Terrible  "  carried  no  troops,  but  a  con- 
siderable number  of  supernumeraries, 
mostly  destined  for  the  China  Station. 
She  arrived  at  Simon's  Bay  on  14th 
October,  1899.  AYe  have  no  information 
as  to  the  actual  time  these  vessels  have 
been  at  sea  since  the  date  of  their  arrival 
in  South  African  waters,  but  except 
when  they  were  proceeding  between 
Simon's  Bay  and  Durban  they  have  mainly 
been  stationed  in  or  off  those  ports. 


TRANSPORT— CONTRACTS   WITH   THE 
HOUSTON  LINE. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  steamships  owned  by  the 
Houston  Line  of  Liverpool  that  have 
been  chartered  by  the  Admiralty  for  the 
conveyance  of  troops,  mules,  or  stores  for 
Her  Majesty's  Government ;  whether  he 
can  state  the  number  of  vessels  belonging 
to  other  shipping  firms  that  have  been 
chartered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
through  the  chairman  of  the  Houston 
Line ;  whether  he  will  state  the  amount 
paid  for  the  use  of  such  vessels  by  the 
Admiralty,  and  whether  he  can  state  the 
amount  paid  by  the  Houston  Line  to 
the  owners  of  the  vessels  so  chartered ; 
whether  he  can  state  the  reasons  why  the 
Admiralty  did  not  charter  such  vessels 
direct  instead  of  permitting  sub-letting  of 
contracts  ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  said  Houston  Line  has  made  abnormal 
profits  out  of  the  sub-letting  of  such 
contracts. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Only  one  steamship 
belonging  to,  or  tendered  Dy,  the  Houston 
Line  has  been  chartered  by  the  Admiralty, 
namely,  the  "  Manchester  Port,"  for 
mounted  troops.  None  were  chartered 
by  the  Admiralty  for  the  conveyance  of 
horses  or  mules  or  Government  stores. 
An  arrangement  was  made  with  this  firm 
I  for  the  conveyance   from   New  Orleans 
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ami  the  Mediterranean  of  a  portion  of  the 
males  required  for  service  in  South 
Africa  at  a  rate  per  head  inclusive  of  all 
expenses,  and  seven  vessels  were  so 
employed.  As  1  have  previously  stated 
in  reply  to  similar  questions,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  publish  the  rates  contracted 
to  he  paid,  so  long  as  the  chartering  of 
steamers  for  South  African  service  con- 
tinues. The  terms  of  the  arrangement 
with  the  firm  left  with  them  the  responsi- 
Mlity  of  employing  suitable  vessels  under 
ordinary  trade  conditions,  subject  to  the 
general  approval  of  the  Transport  Depart- 
ment. I  know  nothing  of  the  matter 
referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answer  the  last 
paragraph  and  say  why  the  Government 
<lid  not  charter  the  vessels  direct  instead 
of  through  the  agency  of  Messrs. 
Houston  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  think  I  have 
answered  that.  We  contracted  with 
them  to  convey  the  mules  at  so  much  per 
held,  and  left  it  to  the  shipowners  of  this 
and  other  lines  to  select  suitable  vessels. 
We  were  only  liable  for  the  rate  per  head. 
We  could  not  therefore  charter  ships. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  I  shall 
call  attention  to  this  matter  on  the 
Estimate*. 

XAVAL   WAR   DESPATCHES. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  bee  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty  whether   he  has   received  from 
Admiral  Harris  any  despatches  from  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  Naval  Brigade 
*t  the  battle  of  Graspan  and  the  battle  of 
Colenso ;    if  so,   when   were    these   des- 
patches received  ;  whether  he  is  unable  to 
publish  them  without  the  permission  of 
the  military  authorities  ;  if  so,  whether 
he  has  applied  for  that  permission,  and 
wHen  he    expects    to    receive    it;    and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps 
to  prevent  in  future  the  postponement  of 
publication  of  the  naval  despatches  until 
roanv  weeks  after  the  publication  of  the 
military  despatches  relating  to  the  same 
operations. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
affirmative.     With  reference  to  the  second 


and  third  paragraphs,  I  may  state  that  I 
am  still  discussing  with  the  War  Office 
the  subject  ©f  the  publication  of  these 
despatches.  There  arc  some  important 
issues  involved. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Cannot  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answer  the  first 
part  of  the  question  as  to  when  the  des- 
patches were  received.  Can  he  say 
whether  he  got  permission 

*Mk.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  Tho 
hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to  go  through 
the  whole  question  again. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  When  were 
the  despatches  received  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  despatches  were 
received  some  time  ago. 


ALLEGED  PROCLAMATIONS  BY  THE 
HOKR  KKPUULH'K  ANNEXING 
PORTIONS  OF  CAPE   COLONY. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  state- 
ment of  President  Steyn,  denying  the 
annexation  by  the  Orange  Free  State  of 
portions  of  Cape  Colony  (see  p.  217 
Parliamentary  Paper,  Cd.  43),  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  received  any 
information  further  than  that  contained 
in  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  despatch  of  28th 
October,  1899  (see  p.  101,  Cd.  43),  in 
reference  to  the  alleged  annexation  by 
the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic  or  Orange  Free  State  of  portions 
of  the  Cape  Colony,  and  in  that  of  16th 
November,  1S99  (see  p.  166,  Cd.  43); 
and  whether  he  can  give  the  dates  and 
terms  of  the  proclamations  of  annexation 
said  to  have  been  issued. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  The  proclamations 
received  as  printed  at  p.  218  of  Cd.  43  do 
not  announce  annexation,  but  have  been 
interpreted  in  that  sense.  Speeches  have 
been  made  by  commandants  on  occupying 
places  in  the  colony  to  the  effect  that  they 
were  now  part  of  the  Republics,  and 
British  subjects  have  been  systematically 
commandeered.  Moreover,  the  Presidents 
have  stated  that  those  African-born  in- 
habitants of  the  colonies  of  Natal  and  of 
the  Cape  Colony,  who  have  joined  them 
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in  the  conflict,  are  considered  and  treated 
by  them  as  citizens  of  the  State  among  , 
the  forces  of  which  they  arc  found. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  put  another 
question,  which  was  inaudible  in  the 
Press  Gallery. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  raised 
any  fresh  point.  I  have  answered  his 
question. 

JAMESON    RAID— MR.    NEWTON    AND  . 
Sill  GRAHAM  BOWER. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  . 
of  ,State  for  the  Colonies  whether  Mr.  ' 
Newton  and  Sir  Graham  Bower,  who  gave 
evidence  before  the  South  Africa  Com- 
mittee, are  still  in  the  service  of  the 
Crown ;  and,  if  so,  in  what  capacities, 
and  whether  they  have  been  reduced  or 
promoted. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir  G. 
Bower  is  now  serving  as  Colonial  Secretary 
in  Mauritius  and  Mr.  Newton  as  Colonial 
Secretary  in  British  Honduras.  In  neither 
case  is  the  appointment  considered  as 
valuable  as  that  previously  held  by  the 
officer.  Sir  Graham  Bower  was  without 
salary  for  fourteen  months  before  he  took 
up  his  appointment  in  Mauritius. 

^  Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal 
S.) :  Before  these  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  recommendation  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  he  satisfy  him- 
self as  to  their  strict  personal  honour  ? 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  Why  were 
not  the  two  gentlemen  sent  to  Pretoria  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  ex- 
pressed his  approval  of  the  text  of  Sir 
Graham  Bower's  memorandum  explain-  * 
ing  his  position  with  regard  to  the  Jame- 
son raid,  before  the  Colonial  Office 
appointed  him  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive at  Mauritius. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
know  to  what  memorandum  the  hon. 
Member  refers.  I  have  no  record  or 
recollection  of  having  approved  the  text 


of  any  memorandum  by  Sir  Graham 
Bower,  who  is,  of  course,  not  Her  Majesty's 
representative  in  Mauritius,  only  Colonial 
Secretary. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN    FURTHER    CORRE- 
SPONDENCE—MR. TATHAM. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  (Fifeshire,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  letter  printed  upon 
page  38  of  Cd.  43,  the  recently  issued 
South  African "  Further  Correspondence, 
and  forwarded  by  the  Governor  of  Natal, 
comes  from  the  same  Mr.  Tatham  who  is 
mentioned  in  the  despatch  of  the  Governor 
dated  4th  January,  1896,  from  which  an 
extract  is  to  be  found  upon  page  25  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  [C.  8063],  of  1896. 


Mr.   J.  CHAMBERLAIN: 
same  Mr.  Tatham. 


It  is   the 


REORGANISATION  OF  THE  FORCES 
OF  THE  EMPIRE  -SI  GOESTEL)  PAR- 
TICIPATION OF  THE  COLONIES. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  services  rendered 
by  the  colonies  in  the  present  war,  he 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  consulting 
the  colonial  Governments  before  pro- 
posing any  scheme  for  the  permanent  re- 
organisation of  the  forces  of  the  Empire  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  approaching 
visit  of  representatives  of  the  Australian 
colonies,  he  will  suggest  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  the  desirability  of  obtaining  their 
views  on  the  subject. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyxdham, 
Dover) :  Yes,  Sir,  1  have  already  said  that 
we  propose  to  await  and,  if  need  be,  to 
invite,  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
colonial  Governments  on  that  and 
kindred  questions.  The  representatives*. 
have  been  sent  over  with  a  special  object, 
but  their  presence  may  give  us  opportu- 
nities of  informally  discussing  the  ques- 
tion which  the  hon.  Member  has  raised. 


REGULAR 


TROOPS  NOW 
COUNTRY. 


IN  THE 


Captain*  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  of  the  98,000  men  of  the  Regular 
Army  now  remaining  in  these  islands  are 
over   twenty    years    of    age,    of    good 
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character,  fully  trained  as  efficient 
soldiers  in  all  respects,  and  could  pass 
the  medical  examination  as  regards 
fitness  to  proceed  to  the  front  in  South 
Africa. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  During  the  present 
emergency  the  Secretary  of  State  cannot 
consent  to  give  a  return  which  would 
take  up  so  much  time  and  entail  so  much 
labour. 


DESTITUTE  RELATIVES  OF  SOLDIERS 
— CASE  OF  BRIDGET  GAVIX. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  statement  that  an  old 
woman  named  Bridget  Gavin,  who  is  an 
inmate  of  the  Doncaster  workhouse,  has 
seven  sons  in  the  Army  :  and  whether 
any  steps  will  be  taken  to  afford  her 
some  provision  for  her  old  age. 

*MR.  WYNDHAM:  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  no  funds  at  his  dis- 
posal out  of  which  assistance  can  Ikj  given 
in  such  cases. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Are  we 
to  understand  from  this  answer  that 
Irishwomen  may  send  their  sons  to  the 
front,  and  Ixi  refused  all  means  of 
.support? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  : 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Cannot  the  War  Office  recommend  some 
erf  those  who  hold  public  funds  collected 
for  the  relief  of  the  wives  and  orphans  of 
soldiers  at  the  front  to  apply  some  of  the 
money  to  keeping  these  poor  women  out 
of  the  workhouse  I 


*Mr.   WYNDHAM 
very  good  suggestion. 


I  think   that   a 


NORTH  CORK  MILITIA. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
Aether,  when  the  North  Cork  Militia 
vplunteered  for  foreign  service,  they  were 
distinctly  informed  that  their  services 
Were  required  for  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
*  whether  many  members  of  the  regiment 
^lieved  that,  by  volunteering  for  foreign 
*J^iee,  they  merely  volunteered  to  go 
aWd  to    Gibraltar    or    some   similar 


station  ;  whether  early  in  the  morning  of 
1 3th  January  the  regiment  were  removed 
by  special  train  from  Templemore,  where 
they  had  been  stationed,  to  Queenstown, 
and  emlmrked  in  the  troopship  for  South 
Africa  without  being  allowed  to  take 
leave  of  their  wives  and  children  or  other 
near  relatives  who  had  travelled  to 
Queenstown  from  various  parts  of  the 
County  Cork  to  bid  them  farewell,  and 
who  had  in  many  cases,  owing  to  their 
extreme  poverty,  passed  the  night  in  the 
open  air ;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
men  were  put  up  in  locked  carriages,  and 
were  thus  precluded  from  shaking  hands 
with  or  even  seeing  their  relatives, 
who  crowded  the  railway  station  to  take 
a  last  look  at  them ;  and  what  explanation, 
if  any,  has  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
to  offer  of  this  treatment. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Battalions  are 
invited  to  volunteer  for  service  abroad, 
thus  obviating  disappointment  if  they  are 
not  selected  for  South  Africa.  There  is 
no  foundation  for  the  allegation  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question.  It  has 
been  found  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
confusion  and  accidents,  to  lay  down 
strict  rules  in  regard  to  embarkation.  In 
accordance  with  these,  no  persons  except 
on  duty  were  allowed  on  the  platforms  or 
quays  until  the  troops  had  embarked, 
when  the  general  public  were  allowed  on 
the  quay  until  the  vessel  sailed.  The 
railway  carriages  are  generally  locked  to 
prevent  accidents. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Aw  I  to 
gather  from  this  explanation  that  the 
relatives  of  these  men  were  not  permitted 
to  bid  them  "  Good-bye  "  ? 

♦Mil.  WYNDHAM:  I  do  not  think 
that  would  be  a  fair  inference.  They  had 
precisely  the  same  privileges  as  are 
enjoyed  by  ladies  of  all  ranks  in  this 
country. 

Mil.  FLAVIN :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  some  of  the  friends 
of  the  Militiamen  were  locked  out  and 
prevented  seeing  the  men  off? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

RESERVE  OF    ARTILLERY    OFFICERS. 
♦Sir  CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
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many  officers,  having  recently  served  in 
the  Horse  and  Field  Artillery,  were  in 
the  Reserve  of  Officers  and  drawing 
retired  pay  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
war ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to  em- 
ploy these  officers  in  forming  the  forty- 
three  new  batteries. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  number  of 
-such  officers  was  sixty-seven,  and  of  these 
tthe  subalterns  liave  been  already  given 
employment.  It  is  not  at  present  in- 
tended to  utilise  the  services  of  officers 
alK)ve  that  rank  for  the  new  batteries. 
They  are  being  employed  in  other  capa- 
cities as  suitable  opportunities  offer. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  Can  the  hon. 
•Gentleman  say  how  many  subalterns  1 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  were  very 
few. 

ALLEGED  SPIES  IN  THE  YEOMANRY. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
AVar  what  are  the  circumstances  attending 
the  arrest  of  two  yeomen  named  Buck  on 
a  charge  of  being  Boer  spies. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  An  inquiry  is  now 
proceeding  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Can 
the  hon.  Gentleman  indicate  when  he  is 
likely  to  give  me  an  answer  ? 

*Mr.   AVYNDHAM:  I    should    think 

:about  Thursday.     This  is  not  a   purely 

military  matter,  but  it  affects  the  civil 
authorities  as  well. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  will 
put  the  question  again  on  Thursday. 

STATUS    OF    VOLUNTEER     FIELD 
OFFICERS. 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Stret- 
ford  Division  of  Lancashire,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  they  have  finally  decided  to 
allow  duly  qualified  field  officers  of 
Volunteers  to  be  only  allowed  to  go  to 
the  front  as  subalterns. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  If  my  hon.  friend 
refers  to  Volunteer  officers  attached  to 
Regular  regiments,  it  is  unlikely  that  it 


will  be  possible  to  employ  such  officers  as 
a  rule  in  a  rank  above  that  of  subaltern. 


VOLUNTEER  PENSION  FUND. 
Mr.  DRAGE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  organis- 
ing a  pension  fund  for  the  Volunteer 
forces  in  connection  with  any  permanent 
scheme  of  military  reorganisation 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  A  Volunteer  is, 
under  present  regulations,  entitled  to 
pension  if  wounded  or  invalided  when 
called  out  on  actual  military  service.  It 
is  not  in  contemplation  to  grant  pensions 
under  any  other  circumstances. 

1  IRISH    MILITIA-ALLEGED 

COMPULSORY  VOLUNTEERING— CASE 
|  OF    DUFFY. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

'  whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 

,  to  a  letter  dated  12th  February  from  His 

Eminence     Dr.     Logue,    the"    Cardinal 

Prjmate  of  all  Ireland  and  Archbishop  of 

I  Armagh,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  a 

■  man  named  Duffy,  who  is  illiterate  and 

j  under  orders,  as  he  believes,  as  a  Militia 

!  Kescrvist     for    South     Africa,    without 

having  been    given  any     option   as    to 

accepting    or     declining    active    service 

abroad;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 

the   statements  of  the   Cardinal   of  the 

complete   ignorance   of   this   man,  as  to 

what  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  War  Office 

j  wiil   institute   an  investigation  into  the 

circumstances  and  give  a  pledge  that  no 

Irish  Militiaman  be  deputed  for  foreign 

i  service    without     his     express     consent 

given    independently,    or    without    the 

exercise    of  any  influence  direct    or   in- 

direect  to  procure  it. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :   A  Militiaman,  on 

joining  the  Militia   Reserve  deliberately 

accepts  liability  for  service  abroad,  and  is 

|  paid  an  annual  retaining  fee  of  «£1   for 

undertaking  that  obligation. 

TRANSPORT  WAGONS. 
Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he 
can  state  whether  one  of  the  Australian 
colomes  offered  to  furnish  100  transport 
wagons  for  use  in  the  present  war; 
whether  that  offer  was  accepted  subject 
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to  the  wagons  being  sent  to  this  country 
for  inspection  ;  and  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  having  them 
inspected  in  the  colony,  thus  obviating 
the  necessity  of  transporting  these  wagons 
many  extra  thousands  of  miles  by  sea, 
and  causing  moreover  a  delay  of  nearly 
tiro  months  as  regards  the  date  of  their 
arrival  at  the  Cape. 

The  FINANCIAL   SECRETARY  to 

the   WAR   OFFICE   (Mr.  J.   Powrll- 

WlLLIAMS,      Birmingham) :      Offers     to 

supply     Army     Service     wagons    have 

been  received  from  Canada,  New  South 

Wales,  and  Victoria,  but  have  not  as  yet 

been  accepted.       If  wagons  are  obtained 

from  these  sources  they  will  be  used  in 

this  country  to   replace  wagons  sent  to 

South  Africa,  and   the  inspection  would 

naturally  be  in  England,  any  difficulty  in 

the  ease  of  Australia  being   met  by  the 

expedient  of  forwarding  a  sample  wagon.  ' 

In  the  case  of  Canada,    local  inspection  , 

may  lie  possible.  ; 

CAMP  BEDSTEAD  CONTRACTS. 
Sir  F.    S.    POWELL  :  On  behalf    of 
the    hon.     Member    for    the     Stretford 
Division  of  Lancashire,  I  l)cg  to  ask  the 
Under     Secretary    of     State     for    War 
whether  the  War  Office  have   recently  let 
tenders  for  10,000  iron  camp  bedsteads, 
withthe  stipulation  that  the  same  be  manu- 
factured in  conformity   with  War  Office 
pattern  which  dates  back   to  1808;  and 
whether  the    latest  type  of  single   bed- 
stead with  wire  mattress  and  wood  frame 
was  offered  but  refused. 

Mr.  J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS :   The 

pattern  of  the  camp  bedstead  in  use  does 
wt  date  from  the  year  1808  but  is  pattern 
So. K08,  about  five  years  old;  10,000  of 
this  pattern  have  not  been  ordered,  but 
wders  have  been  placed  for  trade  patterns 
°f  the  latest  types. 

I«ST  OFFICE  VOLUNTEERS— KATE  OF 
PAY. 

.  Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
•Stepney) :  I  Ijeg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
ro^tir  General,  whether  in  the  case  of 
I**tal  employees  who  have  volunteered 
for  service  at  the  front,  the  arrangement 
%  vhich  the  difference  between  their 
Postal  pay  and  the  cost  of  providing  a 
"ubttitute  to  do  their  duty  is  retained  for 


them  by  the  Department  till  their  return 
home  can  be  relaxed,  and  the  money  paid 
over  at  once  to  dependent  relatives  in 
cases  of  necessity. 

Thk  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbiry,  Pres- 
ton) :  The  Treasury  has  given  instructions 
that  any  available  balance  of  the  civil  pay 
of  a  man  serving  with  the  colours  may, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  head  of  his  De- 
partment, be  piid  periodically  to  a  repre- 
sentative authorised  by  the  absent  man 
to  receive  such  balance.  Unless  notifica- 
tion of  death  is  received,  such  assigned 
payments  may  be  continued. 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  long  that 
notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  Only  within  the 
last  two  or  three  da  vs. 


IRISH    NATIONALISTS    AND    BRITISH 

UEYEUSKS  -ALLEGED     DISLOYALTY 

IN    DOWNPATRICK. 

Mit.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  :  I  beg 
to  i'sk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  conduct  of 
certain  parties  in  Downj>atrick.  and  prin- 
cipally to  that  of  the  John  Street 
Nationalist  Band  who,  whenever  any 
check  to  the  British  amis  in  South  Africa 
is  announced,  are  in  the  habit  of  parading 
the  streets  of  Downpatrick  cheering  for 
the  Boers  and  cursing  the  Queen,  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  possibility  that 
such  proceedings  may  incite  to  retaliation, 
he  will  take  such  measures  as  will  prevent 
their  recurrence. 

The  ATTORNEY  OKNEKAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  (for  Mr.  O.  \Y.  Balfoih):  The 
Nationalist  band  referred  to  in  the 
question  paraded  the  streets  on  the 
night  of  the  10th  instant,  using  disloyal 
expression*.  The  conduct  of  this  band 
was  highly  provocative  and  aggressive, 
and,  jis  a  matter  of  fact,  considerable 
resentment  was  shown  by  the  loyalist 
section  of  the  populace.  The  police, 
however,  who  were  present  succeeded  in 
keeping  the  parties  asunder  and  prevent- 
ing a  serious  breach  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  Will 
steps  he  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
such  conduct  ? 


371 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


372 


I 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN7:  Has  it 
transpired  that  any  of  these  bandsmen 
suggested  the  kicking  of  the  Queen's 
Crown  into  the  Boyne  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

PUBLIC   SCHOOL    HERO  RECORDS   IN 
SCOTLAND. 

*Mit.  ORR-EWING  (Ayr  Burghs):  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  en- 
couragement promised  by  the  Committee 
of  Council  to  the  managers  of  public  ele- 
mentary schools  in  England,  to  adopt  the 
proposal  to  inscribe  upon  their  walls  the 
names  and  record  of  their  old  scholars  i 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  i 
acts  of  heroism  and  self-sacrifice,  or  have 
earned  in  other  ways  a  high  place  in  their 
country's  regard  ;  and  whether  the 
Scottish  Education  Department  will  adopt 
the  same  course  towards  schools  in  Scot- 
land. 

« 

*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  , 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  De- ! 
partment  is  in  full  sympathy  with  the  ' 
suggestion  referred  to  in  the  question  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and  would  gladly  see  \ 
it  adopted  where  the  school  authorities  j 
thought  it  expedient. 


Church,  and  as  I  have  previously  stated 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  satisfy  legitimate 
wants  in  that  respect,  but  the  present 
very  large  proposals  of  the  hon.  Member 
could  not  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  whether  we  are  to  understand  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  prelates,  with  whom 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  discussed  these 
matters,  were  satisfied  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  There  were  many 
points  on  which  they  were  wholly  satisfied 
We  had  done  our  best  to  come  to  an 
arrangement  with  them,  and  in  the 
Mediterranean-  I  believe  we  have  folly 
carried  out  their  wishes. 

Mr.  J()HN  REDMOND  (Waterford): 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  come  to  an 
arrangement  with  the  prelates  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  have  said  we  have 
on  a  great  many  topics.  Salaries  have 
been  increased  in  many  directions,  and 
many  grievances  have  been  remedied. 
Of  course  we  have  not  been  able  to  do 
evervthing  they  wish,  any  more  than  we 
could  meet  the  claims  of  other  denomina- 
tions, but  it  has  been  my  sincere  desire 
to  satisfy  all  their  legitimate  claims. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAINS  IN  THE 
NAVY. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  following  arrangements  can 
be  made  : — To  have  one  Roman  Catholic 
chaplain  to  every  squadron  to  minister  to 
the  same,  either  by  being  stationed  on 
board  ship  or  otherwise,  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  to  be  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  regards  pay,  allowances,  and  pen- 
sions as  chaplains  of  the  Established 
Church  ;  to  have  a  certain  number  of 
acting  Roman  Catholic  chaplains  where 
the  number  of  Roman  Catholic  sailors  is 
large  enough  to  demand  their  ministra- 
tions, as  is  done  in  the  Army ;  and  to 
have  a  Roman  Catholic  schoolmaster  on 
board  eveiy  training  ship. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  arrangements  for 
religious  ministrations  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  Fleet  have  been  con- 
stantly discussed  by  the  Admiralty  with 
representatives  of  Roman  Catholic  bodies, 
and   prelates    of    the    Roman    Catholic 


Mr.     JOHN    REDxMOND:    I    shall 

raise  this  question  on  the  Estimates,  and 

j  hope   the   right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 

,  then  able  to  give  a  more  detailed  account 

of  what  has  been  done. 


NAVAL  ENGINEER  OFFICERS  AND 
ENGINE-ROOM  ARTIFICERS. 

Mr.  PENN  (Lewisham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  how 
many  engineer  officers  have  joined  the 
Navy  from  Keyham,  and  how  many  from 
outside  sources  during  the  current 
financial  year,  and  how  many  engine-room 
artificers  during  the  same  period. 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S ) : 
I  The  number  of  engineer  officers  who 
i  have  joined  the  Navy  from  the  College  at 
Keyham,  during  the  financial  year  1899- 
1900,  is  thirty-seven ;  and  the  number  of 
engineer  officers  entered  from  outside 
sources  is  thirteen.  In  addition  to  the 
above  thirty  chief  engine-room  artificers 
have    been    promoted    to    the    rank  of 
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artificer  engineer.  Three  hundred  and 
sixty  engine-room  artificers  have  been 
entered  up  to  date. 

HRITISH  CENTRAL  AFKICA  -THK 
ARMS  OF  IMPERIAL  TROOPS. 

Mil  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
leg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  seeing  that  the  majority  of  the 
Imperial  troops  stationed  in  the  British 
Central  Africa  Protectorate  are  armed 
with  the  Snider  rifle,  will  arrangements 
be  made  to  arm  the  troops  with  a  more 
serviceable  weapon  at  an  early  date  ;  and 
is  there  any  intention  of  replacing  the  old 
muzzle-loading  artillery  by  guns  of  a 
more  modern  date. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  British  Central 
Africa  there  are  no  Imperial  troops  who 
are  armed  with  Snider  rifles.  Muzzle- 
loading  artillery  will,  as  opportunities 
occur,    he    replaced    by    breech  -  loading 

gUIUL 

MR.  WEIR  :  Will  the  hoii.  Gentleman 
refer  to  the  last  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Report,  in  which  it  is  distinctly  stated  that 
the  majority  of  our  soldiers  in  British 
Central  Africa  are  armed  with  the  Snider 
rifle  t 
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[So  answer  was  given.] 

FIRE  AT  ST.  GEORGE'S  BARRACKS- 
PROTECTION  FROM  FIRE  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  GALLERY. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  ( Aberdeenshire, 

W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary 

to  the  War  Office  whether  a  fire,  due  to  a 

defective  flue,  recently  broke  out  at  St. 

George's  Barracks ;  whether  flues  of  the 

Mine  sort  exist  in  the  room  immediately 

idjoining   the     Turner     room     of     the 

National    Gallery;      and    whether    the 

Government  are  still  convinced  that  the 

wional  collection  of  pictures  stands  in  no 

fager  of  fire  from  its  close  proximity  to 

Ht  George's  Barracks. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir,  a  small 
fire  liroke  out  through  a  soot-door  being 
loose.  All  soot-doors  in  the  barracks  have 
Aw  been  made  perfectly  secure.  Every 
possible  precaution  is  taken  to  avoid  the 
'Ungerof  fire. 

3«»  BATTALION  SEAFORTH  HIGH- 
LANDERS. 

Mil  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Smetary  of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
ware  that  the  arrangement  under  which 
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part  of  the  staff  of  the  3rd  Battalion  Sea- 

l  forth  Highlanders  (Ross-shire  Militia)  is 

quartered  at  Fort  George,  whilst  the  rest 

of  the  staff  is  quartered  at  Dingwall,  the 

:  regimental  depot,  is  detrimental  to  the 

interests  of  the  regiment  :  and  in  view  of 

1  the  fact  that  there  are  several  sanitary  sites 

j  at  Dingwall  on  which  buildings  suitable 

for  the  accommodation  of  the  whole  of  the 

staff  and  men  might  be  erected,  will  he 

consider  the  expediency  of  providing  such 

accommodation. 

♦Mr.  WVXDHAM  :  The  Secretary  of 

.  State    sees    no  reason    for   altering   the 

decision  on  the  matter  already  conveyed 

to   the   hon.  Member  on  several  previous 

occasions. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  Will  an  inquiry  be  made 
into  these  men's  very  serious  grievances  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  endeavouring  in  the  form  of  question 
and  answer  to  raise  again  a  debate  on  the 
Military  Works  Bill  which  we  had  last 
year.* 

Mr.  WEIR :  In  consequence  of  the 
unsatisfactory  answer  I  shall  call  atten- 
tion to  this  on  the  Estimates. 

THE  MALARIAL  COMMISSION. 
Mr.  WEIR  :  I  l>cg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can 
say  when  the  Report  of  the  Malarial 
Commission  will  l>c  issued  ;  and  will  he 
state  whether  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sioner has  yet  advised  the  establishment 
of  a  sanatorium  in  the  Shire  Highlands, 
British  Central  Africa. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  report 
is  not  expected  before  the  close  of  the 
year.  The  question  of  a  sanatorium  in 
the  Shire  Highlands  has  not  been  raised 
by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner.  There 
is  a  hospital  at  Blantyre  of  which  the 
Administration  will  assume  control  on 
the  1st  of  April  next,  and  a  staff  of 
nurses  paid  from  Protectorate  funds. 

RUSSIAN  CONSULATE  AT  BOMBAY. 
1  Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  an  application  has  been 
made,  and  acceded  to  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Russian  Consulate   General  at  Bombay  ; 

,       *  See   The   Ptirli'imvutfiry   Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  hex  v.,  y.  .773. 
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and  whether  it  is  proposed  to  appoint 
British  Consuls  at  the  principal  places  in 
the  Caucasus  and  the  Trans-Caspian 
dominions  of  Russia. 

*The      UNDER     SECRETARY     of 
STATE     for     FOREIGN     AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  :  In 
view    of    an    assurance    given    by   Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St.   Petersburg  ; 
in  1876,  Her   Majesty's  Government  in 
August  last  expressed  their  readiness  to  j 
accede  to  an  application  from  the  Russian 
Government  for  the  establishment   of  a 
Russian   Consulate   at     Bombay.        Her 
Majesty's  Government  stated  at  the  same  ; 
time    that   they    understood    that     the  \ 
Russian  Government  would  be  ready  to 
agree   to  the  appointment   of  a   British 
Consul  at  Tiflis,  should  it  at  any  time  be  | 
found  desirable  to  make  such  an  appoint-  j 
ment.      No  appointment  of  a  Consul  at , 
Bomlmy   has   yet  been    notified  by   the  ' 
Russian  Government,  but   if  such  a  Con-  - 
sulate  is  established    it  will  be  open  to  I 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  claim  the  | 
right  of  appointing  a  Consul  at  Tiflis. 

NYASSA  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  ; 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  j 
explain  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  con-  | 
struction  of  the  Nyassa  Railway,  British 
Central  Africa  ;  and  will  he  state  whether  i 
there  is  any  prospect  of  the  line  being  I 
constructed  at  an  early  date,  or  at  least  j 
that  portion  between  Chiromo  and  j 
Blantyre.  , 

*Mr.     BRODRICK  :     Her    Majesty's  | 
Government  do   not   think   the  present  ! 
time  opportune  for  undertaking  this  rail- 
way, and  they  cannot  now  say  when  the 
matter  will  be  further  considered,  but  it 
will  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

RUSSIA  AND  AFGHANISTAN. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Government 
have  received  any  official  notification  as 
to  recent  movements  of  Russian  troops 
towards  the  frontier  of  Afghanistan  ;  and 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement  as  to  the  relations  at  present 
existing  between  the  Ameer  aud  this 
country. 

Tub  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  have  received  several  reports 


indicating  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
Russian  troops  stationed  in  Central  Asia. 
The  relations  of  the  Government  of 
India  with  His  Highness  the  Ameer  con- 
form to  the  terms  of  our  engagements 
with  Afghanistan,  and  have  undergone 
no  change. 

TRAFALGAR  SQUARE. 
Mk.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Work* 
whose  duty  it  is,  at  times  of  snow 
storms,  to  clean  Trafalgar  Square; 
whether  it  rests  with  Her  Majesty's 
Office  of  Works,  or  with  the  parish  vestry 
of  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields  ;  and  whether, 
when  the  City  and  Liberty  of  West- 
minster is  incorporated,  it  is  proposed  to 

i  hand    over     Trafalgar     Square    to     the 

j  Corporation. 

•     The    FIRST    COMMISSIONER    of 

:  WORKS  (Mr.'  Akkks  Douglas,  Kent,  St 

1  Augustine's) :    The  cleaning  of  Trafalgar 

I  Square  is  in  the  charge  of  the  Office  of 

Works.  The  answer  to  the  last  paragraph 

of  my  hon.  friend's  question   is  in   toe 

negative. 

i      Mr.  KIMBER:  Under  what  authority 
does  the  Office  of  Works  claim  this,  and 
;  what  steps  are  taken  to  do  the  work  t 

Mr.    AKERS    DOUGLAS  :    I  am  in- 
quiring into  the  matter  at  this  moment. 


THE  NATIONAL    GALLERY- EXTEN- 
SION, AND  PROTECTION    FROM  FIRR 

Mr.  KIM  BER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether,  seeing 
that  in  the  Supplementary  Estimates  pro* 
vision  is  asked  for  the  sum  of  £5,850  for 
the  purchase  of  certain  properties  in  St  , 
Martin's  Street  for  the  National  Gallery  . 
j  extension,  it  is  the  ultimate  intention  of 
j  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make  ths 
National    Gallery    a  detached   building; 
and  if  so,  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  , 
arrest  the  progress  of    rebuilding  public 
houses  and  other  shop  properties  which 
must  seriously  increase  demands  for  com-   j 
pensation  when  the  time  shall  arrive  for 
I  their  compulsory  acquisition. 

'  Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  The  acqui- 
sition of  the  property  in  question  remove* 
a  source  of  possible  danger  from  fire,  ami 

|  is  intended  to  meet  eventual  needs  of  tto 
National  Gallery  extension.  The  National 
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Gallery  it  at  the  present  moment  prac- 
tically a  detached  building,  although  con- 
necting screen  walls  give  it  the  appearance 
of  being  in  dangerous  communication  with 
adjacent  buildings.  I  should  like  to  see 
a  wider  space  dividing  it  from  St. 
George's  Barracks,  and  this  advantage 
will  be  secured  when  a  portion  of  the 
barracks  shall  have  been  removed  on  the 
completion  of  the  new  War  Department 
buildings  at  Chelsea  and  Millbank,  now 
under  construction.  In  reply  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  question,  no  property 
such  as  is  described  by  my  hon.  friend 
would  come  within  the  limit  of  our 
tcheme. 


ST.  SIMON   AND  ST.   JUDE'8    SCHOOL, 
SOUTHPUltT. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Xorthwich):  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  in  St.  Simon  and 
St.  Jade's  Church  School,  Southport,  the 
practice  of  recording  in  the  log-book 
corporal  punishment  inflicted  upon  the 
scholars  is  (pursuant  to  the  instructions 
in  that  behalf  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment to  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors)  strictly 
observed ;  and  whether  there  is  in  the 
lug-book  of  such  school  a  record  of  any 
corporal  punishment  having  been  inflicted 
on  the  27th  October  last;  and  if  so, 
whether  he  has  any  objection  to  furnish 
a  copy  of  the  entries  for  that  day. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  It  is  not  customary  at  St. 
Simon  and  St.  Jude's  School  to  record 
eases  of  corporal  punishment  in  the  log- 
book. The  instructions  to  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  requiring  such  a  record  to  be 
kept  were  withdrawn  in  1891,  and  the 

Sttice,  though  it  still  prevails  in  some 
nets,  has  in  others  Decn  abandoned. 
Then-  is  no  record  in  the  log-book  of  St. 
Simon  and  St.  Jude's  School  of  any 
vurpoRil  punishment  having  been  inflicted 
«m  the  .'7th  of  October  last. 


FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 
I&MR.  H.  S.  FOSTER  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft): I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Botrdof  Agriculture .  whether,  in  refer- 
ee* to  the  recent  outbreak  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease  in  North  Suffolk,  and  the 


regulations  he  has  issued  forbidding  the 
removal  of  beasts  in  the  prohibited  area, 
he  has  relaxed  this  rule  in  Norwich,  Yar- 
mouth, and  Lowestoft,  by  permitting  the 
removal  of  cattle  for  immediate  slaughter ; 
,  and,  if   so,  whether  he  will  consider  the 
1  propriety  of  extending  this   to  Bungay, 
'  Beecles,  and  Harleston,  which  are   about 
fourteen   miles    further    from    the    spot 
where  the  outbreak  commenced  than  the 
towns  mentioned. 

♦Mil  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
Lon<;)  :  My  right  hon.  friend  asks  me  to 
state  that  under  an  order  which  came 
into  operation  on  Thursday  last,  a  copy 
of  which  he  will  be  happy  to  supply  to 
my  hon.  friend,  further  facilities  wen? 
afforded  for  the  movement  of  animals  for 
slaughter,  which  will,  he  thinks,  adequately 
;  meet  the  necessities  of  the  three  towns  to 
which  the  question  refers. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture whether  he  is  now  able  to  grant 
special  licences  for  the  movement  of  graz- 
ing stock  from  one  farm  to  another  within 
the  district  scheduled  in  the  counties  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

♦Mis.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr 
LoNfi):  The  representations  which,  have 
been  made  to  my  right  hon.  friend  on  the 
matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
are  being  kept  in  mind,  and  he  hopes  it 
may  be  possible  for  him  to  give  some 
further  relief  in  the  direction  suggested 
in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so. 


COMPANIES  ACT,  18«2— TYPEWLMTINO 
AM)  PKINT1XO. 

!  Mr.  KIMBER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
1  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  by  whose 
direction  it  is  that  the  Registrar  of  Joint 
Stock  Companies  declines  to  receive  for 
registration  typewritten  special  resolu- 
tions under  Section  •">.'<  of  the  Companies 
Act,  1SC2,  which  requires  that  copies  of 
special  resolutions  intended  for  filing  must 
be  printed ;  also  what  legal  authority 
there  is  for  holding  that  typewriting  is 
not  printing,  and  why  printing  by  the 
typewriting  machines  is  considered  non- 
compliance with  the  law. 

Thk  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritciuk,  Croydon):  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  advised  that  as  the 
Act  of  Parliament  directs  that  copies  of 
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certain  documents  shall  be  printed,  type- 1 
written  copies  would  not  be  in  com-  • 
pliance  with  the  statute,  and  they  have  | 
so  directed  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  j 
Companies.  s 

Mr.  KIMBER :  Will  the  right  hon.  i 
Gentleman  consider  the  advisability  of  | 
allowing  typewriting  instead  of  printing  ? 

Mk.   RITCHIE:    It   cannot   be    done 
without  altering  the  Act  of  Parliament. 


MERCHANT    SERVICE- 
CliEM£S. 


-FOREIGN 


Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  British  steamers 
engaging  crews  in  British  home  ports 
frequently  engage  crews  composed  of 
seven  or  eight  different  nationalities,  most 
of  whom  are  unable  to  understand  or 
speak  the  English  language  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  in  consequence  of  this, 
foreigners  sign  articles  of  agreement 
which  they  are  unable  to  understand  ; 
and  whether  he  will  cause  copies  of  such 
agreements  to  be  prepared  and  kept  in 
each  mercantile  office  in  the  principal 
European  languages,  to  be  read  by 
foreigners  unable  to  miderstand  the 
articles  of  agreement  when  read  over  to 
them  in  English. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  quite  aware  that 
many  foreigners  are  engaged  to  serve  as 
seamen  on  British  ships,  but  I  am  advised 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  they  appear  to  have 
a  sufficient  knowledge  of  English  to 
understand  the  nature  of  the  agreement. 
The  superintendents  of  the  Mercantile 
Marine  offices  are  instructed  to  see  that 
the  agreement  is  understood  by  all  who 
sign  it,  and,  when  required,  they  avail  ' 
themselves  of  the  services  of  an  inter- 
preter. In  these  circumstances  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
contained  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
the  hon.  Member's  question. 

Mil.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  Is  the  j 
right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to  appoint  j 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  this,  because  j 
I  am  satisfied —  | 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  must  confine  himself  to 
asking  a  question. 

Mr.    HAVELOCK    WILSON:  I   am 

satisfied  that   the  men  do  not  understand 
the  language. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


THE    "LUCANIA"— CREW  ACCOM- 
MODATION. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  firemen  and  trimmers  employed  on  the 
steamship  "Locania,"  owned  by  the 
Cunard  Company ;  whether  he  can  state 
the  number  of  places  provided  for  the 
use  and  accommodation  of  such  men; 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of  cubic 
feet  of  space  provided  for  each  man,  and 
whether  each  man  is  provided  in  such 
places  with  not  less  than  twelve  super- 
ficial feet  of  space,  measured  on  the  deck 
or  floor  as  provided  by  Section  210  of 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894  ;  and 
whether  such  places  are  provided  with 
the  means  for  obtaining  sufficient  natural 
light  so  as  to  enable  the  men  to  read  the 
print  of  any  ordinary  newspaper  in  any 
part  of  the  space  provided  for  their 
accommodation. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  am  informed  that  the 
number  of  seamen  and  firemen  employed 
on  the  Cunard  steamer  "  Lucania  "  is  171. 
This  includes  three  electricians  who  signs* 
firemen.  The  number  of  places  provided 
for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  sveh 
men  is  sixteen.  The  number  of  cubit 
feet  of  space  provided  for  each  man  is 
107,  as  against  seventy  -two  required  by 
the  Act.  In  fifteen  of  the  spaces  rather 
over  the  number  of  superficial  feet  re- 
quired by  the  Act  is  provided  for  each 
man.  In  the  sixteenth  space  there  is  a 
slight  deficiency r  which  will  be  remedied* 
I  understand  that  three  of  the  spaces  are 
deficient  in  natural  light,  but  all  are  fitted 
with  the  electric  light  under  the  control 
of  the  men  themselves. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF— CASE  OF  ESTHER 
TERRY. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester):  I  beg  t» 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  inquest  held  before 
Mr.  Troutl>eck  at  the  St.  Clement  Danes 
Vestry  Hall  on  4th  October  last  upon  the 
body  of  Mrs.  Esther  Terry,  aged  sixty-lour; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  day  before 
her  death  she  applied  for  admission  to 
the  Strand  Union  workhouse,  and  was 
told  by  an  assistant  clerk  that  as  she  had 
been  passed  for  relief  in  the  parish  cf 
Lambeth  within  the  year,  she  would  be 
liable  for  prosecution  if  she  accepted  relief 
in  the  Strand   Union  ;  and  that  at  the 


a*! 


Question*. 


{19  February  1900} 


Qutsfpm*. 


3*2 


time  she  was  very  ill  and  physically 
miaMe  to  reach  Lambeth,  and  ought  to  -1 
hare  been  at  once  admitted  to  the  Strand 
workhouse  :  whether  the  clerk  acted  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  the  matter  ; 
and,  what  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
similar  refusals  of  help  to  the  sick  poor 
in  future. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  communicated  with  the 
guardians  of  the  Strand  Union  with  re- ' 
gard  to  this  case  in  Octol>er  last.  The  facts 
appear  to  be  as  stated  in  the  question, 
except  that  the  woman  made  no  com- 
plaint of  illness  at  the  time  of  her  appli- 
cation for  relief  ;  she  said  that  she  would  ■ 
return  toLainl>eth  and  apply  for  relief  in  . 
that  parish.  The  guardians  state  that  if  , 
she  had  complained  that  she  was  ill  her  , 
case  would  have  been  dealt  with  imme- 
diately without  any  question  as  to  her 
place  of  settlement  being  considered.  In 
accordance  with  the  practice  which  pre- 
vailed in  this  union,  however,  when  she 
applied  for  relief  at  the  office  of  the  reliev- 
ing officer,  she  was  in  the  first  instance 
referred  to  the  clerk,  whoso  office  was  in 
the  same  building,  for  inquiry  as  to  her 
settlement.  Had  she  afterwards  returned 
to  the  relieving  officer  an  order  for  her 
admission  to  the  workhouse  would,  it  is 
seated,  have  been  given  at  once.  The 
Board  have  pointed  out  to  the  guardians 
that  the  custom  of  referring  applicants 
for  relief  to  the  clerk  for  inquiries  as  to 
their  settlement  before  giving  relief  is  1 
open  to  serious  objection,  and  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  secure 
that  applicants  shall  receive  as  promptly 
as  possible  the  relief  they  require  ;  and 
the  guardians  in  reply  have  intimated  ; 
that  the  practice  complained  of  will 
be  discontinued. 


SCOTTISH    DEER    FORESTS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Crown  Agent  for  Scotland  has  experi- 
enced considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining 
accurate  information  in  regard  to  the 
deer  forest  acreage  in  Scotland,  will  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  consider  the 
expediency  of  having  the  form  of  return 
which  is  headed  "  Valuation  of  Lands  and 
Heritages,  Scotland,"    provided    with   a 


column  in  which  ownei-s  or  tenants  of 
deer  forests  will  be  required  to  state  the 
name  and  acreage  of  each  forest  in  their 
possession  or  occupation. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  1 
understand  the  hon.  Member  to  refer  to 
a  form  of  return  which  is  issued  by  the 
assessors  under  the  Valuation  Acts  in 
course  of  the  preparation  of  the  Valua- 
tion Roll.  The  form  of  the  Valuation 
Roll  is  statutory,  and  does  not  include 
particulars  as  to  acreage.  The  hon. 
Member's  suggestion  would  therefore 
require  legislation,  which  the  Government 
are  not  prepared  to  propose.  In  point  of 
fact  the  value  of  a  deer  forest  depends 
not  on  its  acreage  but  on  the  average 
number  of  stags  allowed  to  be  killed. 


THE 


1  beg   to  ask  the  Lord 


POULTRY     BREEDING     IN 
HIGHLANDS. 

Mr.  WEIR 

Advocate  if  he  will  state  what  steps  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  taken  to 
encourage  and  improve  the  breed  of 
poultry  in  the  congested  areas  of  the 
Highland  crofting  counties. 

*Mk.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  A 
large  number  of  sittings  of  good  eggs 
were  distributed  free  last  year.  In  the 
autumn  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
sent  an  expert  to  lecture  in  all  the  con- 
gested districts  of  Sutherland  and  Caith- 
ness, and  they  are  now  endeavouring  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  more  rapid 
marketing  of  egga  as  well  as  for  the 
supply  of  improved  strains. 

GLASGOW  POLICE  AND  SICK 
PRISONERS. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Scottish  Local 
Government  Board  has  yet  considered 
the  change  of  practice  recently  introduced 
in  Glasgow  in  dealing  with  cases  of 
debility  and  injury  brought  to  the  police 
offices  and  subsequently  removed  to  the 
parochial  hospital,  whereby  j>auper 
patients  are  removed  to  that  hospital 
without  any  certificate  from  the  parochial 
medical  officer  of  their  fitness  for 
removal ;  whether  the  criminal  authori- 
ties have  sanctioned  the  inspection  of  the 
private  police  books  by  the  parochial 
officers;  and  whether  the  removal  of  a 
moribund  person  on  the  data  contained 
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in  these  books,  and  without  certificate 
from  the  parochial  medical  officer,  would 
he  held  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of 
the  Poor  Law  Act,  and  on-  whom,  in  case 
of  mishap  occurring  in  connection  with  a 
removal  so  conducted,  would  legal  respon- 
sibility rest. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  am 
informed  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  they  have  inquired  and  find  that  a 
slight  change  of  practice  has  taken  place 
in  regard  to  cases  occurring  during  the 
night  in  the  portion  of  the  amalgamated 
parish,  formerly  the  City  parish  of 
Glasgow.  These  cases  used  to  be  removed 
direct  to  the  poorhouse  by  cab,  etc.,  by 
the  police,  and  were  admitted  without 
communication  with  the  parochial  autho- 
rities or  a  certificate  of  any  kind.  Now 
a  telephone  message  is  sent  to  the 
Parochial  Chambers,  and  the  poorhouse 
ambulance  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  person  to  the  poorhouse  on  the 
casualty  .surgeons  written  recommen- 
dation. Casualty  surgeons  have  been 
instructed  to  enter  in  a  l>ook  kept  by  them 
their  opinion  whether  the  patient  can  be 
safely  removed,  and  such  book  is  to  be 
available  to  the  inspector  of  poor  or  his 
representatives  before  removing  any 
patient  from  the  police  office  to  the 
poorhouse.  -1  may  add  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  consider  this  system 
a  great  improvement  on  the  previous 
system,  and  I  see  nothing  in  it  contrary 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Poor  Law  Act. 

LONG  F<  >RD    P(  ISTMEK. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
what  are  the  hours  of  duty  of  the  post- 
men in  Longford ;  whether  a  man  going 
on  duty  at  3  p.m.  does  not  get  off  till  2 
a.m.,  and  has  afterwards  to  be  ready  for 
mid-day  delivery  next  day;  whether 
when  on  duty  on  Sunday  morning  up  to 
2  a.m.,  and  oftener  later,  he  is  paid  any- 
thing extra  for  his  Sunday  work  ; 
whether  an  auxiliary  postman  could  be 
employed  to  do  the  night  turn  delivery, 
commencing  at  8  p.m.  :  and  whether  he 
will  generally  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  conditions  of  employment  in 
Longford. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Two  under  eight 
hours    and    one   of    three   hours    thirty 


minutes.  There  is  no  duty  such  as  that 
described  in  the  second  paragraph.  The 
postman  who  is  on  duty  from  midnight 
on  Saturday  to  2  a.m.  on  Sunday  receives 
corresponding  time  off  from  midnight  on 
Sunday  to  2  a,m.  on  Monday.  If  an 
auxiliary  were  employed  on  the  last  deli- 
very in  place  of  one  of  the  established 
postmen  the  average  attendance  of  the 
two  established  postmen,  who  change 
duties  weekly,  would  be  reduced  to  much 
less  than  a  full  duty,  and  this  would  not 
be  warranted.  Inquiry  will  be  made 
whether  it  may  be  practicable  to  readjust 
the  attendance  of  one  of  the  established 
postmen  in  order  to  give  him  a  longer  in* 
terval  off  duty. 

CLONMEL    POST    OFFICE. 

Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  negotiations  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site  for  the  new  post  office  for  Clonmel 
have  been  completed  ;  and,  if  so,  when 
the  building  operations  will  begin. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  purchase  of  the 
proposed  site  for  the  new  office  at 
Clonmel  has  not  yet  been  completed. 
The  acceptance  of  the  offer  was  con- 
ditional on  the  vendor  arranging  to  ex- 
tinguish the  adverse  rights  of  light 
dominating  the  site  ;  and  this  as  yet  he 
has  not  been  able  to  do.  It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  to  state  at  present  when  building 
operations  will  begin. 

STRANRAER    AND    LARXE    MAIL 
ROUTE. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  (Belfast* 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  unsatisfactory  character  of 
the  mail  service  between  Belfast  and 
London  by  the  Larne  and  Stranraer  route. 
Whether  it  would  be  possible  to  arrange 
for  the  despatch  of  mails  from  Belfast  to 
London  by  this  route  so  as  to  allow  of  the 
posting  of  letters  in  Belfast  up  to  six 
o'clock.  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
mails  by  this  route  almost  invariably 
arrive  late  in  Loudon.  And  whether  he* 
will  give  a  return  of  the  number  of 
occasions  in  which  the  Stranraer  mail 
arrived  late  in  London,  for  the  past  sue 
months,  stating  the  arnount  of  the  delay  inu 
each  instance. 
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Mr.  HANBURY  :  Since  the  last  who  were  eligible  by  seniority  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  Irish  night  mail ■  newly-created  posts.  The  promotions 
service  via  Holyhead,  the  route  via  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  and  will 
Lame  and  Stranraer  hits  been  of  little '  take  effect  from  the  date  on  which  the 
value  for  correspondence  between  Belfast :  several  officers  lx'gan  to  perform  the  more 
and  London,  though  it  is  of  considerable  responsible  duties. 
importance  for  letters  from  Belfast  and 
the  north  of  Ireland  generally  for  towns 

in  the  northern  and  Midland  counties  of  IRISH    LOCAL    GOVERNMENT 

England.     The  hon.   Manlier  a  proposal  ELECTION   PETITIONS, 

has  already  been  considered,  but  it  was  Mr  swift  MacNEILL  .  0n  behalf 
found  that  correspondence  for  the  of  the  hon  Member  for  M  j  ^  to 
northern  and  Midland  counties  which  Mk  the  Chief  Secretary  t0J  the  L6ord 
now  arrives  in  time  for  the  first  delivery  Lieutcnant  of  inland  whether,  the 
would  sustain  serious  delay,  and  that  evidence  ivcn  at  the  local  government 
although  such  an  alteration  would  be  of  eiection  petitions,  as  well  as  thljudgments 
advantage  as  regards  letters  for  London,  of  tho  ^omIni88ioner8  appointed  to  try 
almost  as  many  etters  for  other  places  |  tbfm  titio  wa9mevery  case  officially 
would  be  delayed,  and  that  upon  the  ,  ^  b  a  shorthand  writer  appointed 
whole  such  an  alteration  would  not  be  con-  b  ^  -  j  wh()ge  fee8  bave  beon  ;d 
sidered  by  the  public  generally  as  an  J  tJ  of  the  official  out]  whether 
iniproveinent.  The  companies  who  pro-  the£  m  haV(J  ^  8Uppiied  and  are 
vide  for  the  service  have,  however, .been  nQW  file(f  Jn  the  Ekction  Petition8  office 
strongly  urged  not  only  to  maintain  { the  Four  Court  ^d  whether,  having 
greater  punctuality  than  in  the  past   but  d  t0  th<J9e  facts  and  w  the  im 

abo  to  accelerate  the   service,  and  the    ^  of  h  the  judgment8  collected 

Postmaster  General  hopes  that  it  will  in  and  i8gued  in%ne  Jvol*mC)  he  will  re_ 
this  way  be  possible  to  meet  to  some  j  consider  the  ^yi^bility  of  issuing  then. 
extent  the  wishes  of  the  merchants  of  ^  ft  pariiamentary  Paper :  and,  if  ther 
Belfast.  A  statement  shall  be >  sent  to  are  not  tQ  ,)e  ^^  why  wa8  the 
the  hon.  Member  showing  the  delay  ex_n8e  gone  t0  0f  having  them  reported 
during  the  last  six  months.  ^  m*rely  filed  in  tn>0  office  o{  the 

j  Four  Courts. 
SENIOR  TELEGRAPHISTS  AT   E.C.D.O.  i 

%c      mric  vtw-tiii,/*  »  Mtt-    ATKINSON    (for    Mr.  G.     W. 

MR.  LOLIS  MNOLAIK  (Essex,  Kom- ,  BALF0UR\ .  a  transcript  of  the  notes  of 
ford) :  I   beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the    evjdenco  taken  at  the  trial  of  these  peti- 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster    tiong  on,y  accompanies  the  certificate  if 
General,    whether  the   Treasury  on    1st  ,  the  e]ectibn  court  so  direct.    Of  five  cases 
June,    1*99,   increased    the    number    of    tried  tho  nott.8  of  evidenct.  were  returned 
senior  telegraphists  in  the  E.C.  district ; ;  ;„  three  c&soa     Tbere  is  „„  report  0f  the 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  great  stag-    jlldginents     delivered     by     the      Coin- 
nation  of  promotion,  and  to  the  fact  that  i  mj88joners.     With  regard   to   the    third 
the  men   affected  have  performed  these ;  paragraph,  I  can  onlv  repeat  what    has 
extra  duties,  the  Postmaster  General  will :  a]read     1)een   stated"bv  my  right   hon. 
authorise    their    appointment,  and    date  i  friend  the  Chief  Secretary,  that  it  does 
same  from  the  time  the  Treasury  granted  ,  not  appear  that  any  useful  public   pur- 
ltt  consent.  (  p08C  would  be  served  by  laying  on  the 

!  Table  a  Paper  such   as   that    indicated, 
Mr.     HANBURY    •     The     Treasury  '  anf^ tnat  tne  Government  cannot  consent, 
authority  is\lated  the  7th  of  June  last,  j  therefore,  to  the  suggested  return, 
and  the  arrangement  to  which  it  applies  i 

it  not  confined  to  the  Eastern  Central  j      Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Why  is  all 
disuict  only,  but  extends  to  the  whole  .  this  expense  for  shorthand  writere'  notes 
London  district.      It  is  considered  desir-   gone  to '! 
**le  that  the   whole  of  the  promotions  : 

"koala  be  made  at  one  time,  and  the  i  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  object  is  to 
delay  has  arisen  from  the  necessity  for  |  preserve  an  authentic  record  in  the  event 
bating  the  qualifications  of  some  officers  !  of  any  further  inquiry  being  needed. 
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IRISH   PRIMARY    EDUCATION 
SYSTEM. 


Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg  ' 
to  ask  the  Chief   Secretary  to  the  Lord  ; 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland    whether  he   has 
received  copies  of  resolutions  adopted  by 
a   branch   of   the  Gaelic  League   at   St.  | 
John's   College,  Waterford,  making   sug- 
gestions which  they  think  should  be  em-  , 
bodied  in  the  revised  code  of  the  primary  j 
education   system   in   Ireland    with    the  . 
view  of   encouraging   the   study    of   the  ! 
Irish  language  and  of  Irish  history,  and  • 
what  steps  the  Government  intend  taking 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  members  of  the  ! 
Gaelic  League  and  of  the  Irish  people  on  ; 
this  subject. 

Mr,  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal-  s 
four)  :  The  resolutions  referred  to  have  . 
been  received.  It  has  already  been  stated  ' 
that  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  a  large 
measure  of  reform  in  the  system  of  primary  j 
education  in  Ireland,  rending  the  ex-  \ 
planation  of  the  new  scheme  as  a  whole, 
it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  enter  into  ■ 
details  of  the  changes  contemplated. 

i 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) : 
Would  it  not  be  possible  to  apply  the 
system  adopted  in  Wales  to  Ireland  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  [Answer inaudible.]  , 

IRISH  GRAND  JURORS.  : 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :   I  beg  to  ask  , 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
complaint  has  been  recently  made  to  the  ! 
Castle  as  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
getting  grand  jurors   to   act    since    the 
passage  of  the  Local  Government   Act ;  . 
and  whether,  as  there  are  a  number  of  large 
ratepayers  who  are  Nationalists  in  each  ; 
county  available,  he  will  direct  the  sheriff 
to  summon  such  jurors  in  future  to  serve 
on  grand  juries  of  assize. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  j 
Balfour)  :  No  difficulty  of  the  kind 
mentioned  was  experienced  at  the  Winter 
Assizes,  and  none  could  be  experienced 
at  any  other,  as  grand  juries  will  only 
be  assembled  at  the  end  of  this  or  the 
beginning  of  next  month  for  the  first 
time  to  discharge  criminal  business 
alone.  The  Executive  have  no  power  to 
dictate  to  High  Sheriffs  as  to  how  they 


]  should  discharge  their  statutory  duties  in 
I  the  respect  mentioned. 


ANNALY  (COUNTY  LONGFORD) 
ESTATE. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  can  he 
state  the  number  of  tenants  on  the 
Annaly  (County  Longford)  estate  who 
have  purchased  their  farms  through  the 
Land  Commission  ;  whether  any  applica- 
tions were  refused  ;  and,  if  so,  how  many 
and  on  what  grounds;  and  whether 
inquiry  will  be  made  from  the  receiver 
as  to  his  reasons  for  not  carrying  into 
effect  the  promises  he  made  to  induce 
tenants  to  sign  undertakings  to  purchase 
their  farms  from  him,  which  undertakings 
whilst  binding  the  tenants  have  not  }>een 
given  effect  to  by  the  receiver. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  have  not  yet 
received  sufficient  information  to  enable 
me  to  reply  to  this  question,  and  will  ask 
the  hon.  Member  to  repeat  it  to-morrow. 

SIR  WILLIAM   STYLE'S   ESTATE. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  estate  of  Sir  William  Style  is  now 
l>efore  the  Land  Commission  for  sale  to 
the  tenants  ;  whether  the  Commissioners 
are  aware  that  rights  of  turbary  on  this 
estate  are  regulated  by  custom  ;  that  the 
solicitor  for  the  landlord  submitted  to  the 
Commissioners  a  draft  deed  for  approval 
containing  terms  with  reference  to  tur- 
bary which  were  objected  to  by  the 
tenants;  and  that  that  deed,  though 
approved  by  the  Commissioners,  was 
afterwards  withdrawn  ;  and  whether  any 
other  draft  has  since  been  submitted  for 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  they  will  withhold  their 
sanction  until  satisfied  that  the  tenants 
assent  to  its  terms  in  respect  of  turbary. 

!  Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  answers  to  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs  are  in  the  affirmative. 
The  draft  of  a  second  deed,  the  terms  of 
which  with  reference  to  turbary  were,  I 
am  informed,  agreed  to  by  the  solicitors- 
acting  on  behalf  of  lx>th  the  landlord  and 
the  tenants  respectively,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  of  by  the  LandL 
Commissioners.      This    deed     has    noV 
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however,  been  yet  lodged  with  the  Com- 
missioners duly  executed. 

IRISH   INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION. 

Captain  DONELAN :    I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord   Lieu- 


Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  it  has  been 
finally  decided  that  no  pension  or  com- 
passionate allowance  shall  be  made  to 
certain  examiners  of  art  in  elementary 
schools  whose  posts  have  been  abolished': 
whether  those  gentlemen,  whose  service 
extends  from  forty  years  downwards, 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is  proposed  were  technically  "  occasional  "  officials, 
to  introduce   any  legislation  during  the    and    therefore    subject   to    no   pension  ; 


present  session  in  connection  with  the 
recent  report  of  the  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Commission. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :    A   Bill  is  1)eing  prepared    and 


I 


whether,  owing  to  pressure  of  work,  their 
service  was  latterly  required  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  almost  con- 
tinuously, with  the  result  that,  being 
unable  to  take  up  other  work  at  the  same 
time,  they  have  consequently  lost   their 


will  be  introduced  at  the  earliest  oppor-    connection  and.  prospects  of  employment 

elsewhere;  and  whether  there  are 
analogous  precedents  in  which  occasional 
officials  of  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment have  received  recognition  from  the 
Treasury  on  their  retirement. 


tunity. 

BOYLE  UNION  AND  THE  LABOURERS 
ACT. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  issuing  a  Pro- 
visional Oixler  in  connection  with  the 
inquiry  under  the  Labourers  Act  in  Boyle 


Mr.  HANBURY :  The  answer  to  the 
first  and  second  paragraphs  is  in  the 
affirmative.  As  none  of  these  examiners 
have    served    in    the    permanent     Civil 


Union :  and  whether  their  inspector  has    Service,  the    Treasury,   which   must  act 


explained  why  he  allowed  certain 
occupiers  to  give  verbal  consents  for 
sites  for  cottages,  and  neglected  to  have 
these  undertakings  perfected  in  legal 
manner. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  As  regards  the  first  paragraph, 
there  has  been  no  delay  in  dealing  with 


strictly  according  to  the  Superannuation 
Acts,  has  no  power  to  grant  them  com- 
pensation allowances  or  (in  other  words) 
pensions  on  abolition  of  office.  Under 
the  Superannuation  Act  of  1887  the 
Treasury  has  power  to  award  gratuities 
on  abolition  of  office  to  persons  who  have 
given  seven  years  service  and  have  been 
required  to  devote  their  whole  time  to 
the  matter.     The  Boyle  (No.  1)  District    their  duties.     None  of  these   examiners 


Council    asked    the    Local    Government 
Board  to  disregard  some  of  the  inspec- 
tor's   recommendations    and    the    corre- 
spondence  which    arose    in   consequence 
only   terminated   on   the    19th  January. 
With  reference  to  the  second  paragraph, 
the  inspector,  in  order  to  meet  the  con- 
venience   of  occupiers    of    land,    recom- 
mended in  two  instances  that  the  alterna- 
tive  sites  offered    by   them  should    bo 
accepted,  subject  to  the  consents  of  all 
the  persons    interested    being  obtained. 
Aa  it  woidd  obviously  be  impossible  for 


had  fulfilled  the  latter  condition.  It  is 
the  fact  that  the  Treasury  have  in  the 
past  awarded  compensation  allowances  in 
cases  analogous  to  these,  but  they  have 
done  so  under  a  misapprehension  as  to 
their  legal  powers,  and  now  that  the 
legal  position  is  clear  the  practice  has 
necessarily  been  discontinued. 


COMMITTEE  OX  MUNICIPAL 
TKAD1NO. 

Mk.  KIMBKR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
the  inspector  to  procure  these  consents  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  proposes 
feing  the  inquiry,  the  district  council,  to  nominate  the  Committee  on  Mimical 
Mowing    the   usual    practice,   were   re-    Trading,  having  regard  to  his  statement 


Rested  to  procure  them, 


in  the  House  on  the  3rd  of  July  last. 


EXAMINERS    IN    ART.  Mr.     A.    J.    BALFOUR:    I    propose 

SIR   FORTESCUE     FLANNERY    putting  this  Committtee  down  again  on 
Yorkshire,  Shipley) :   I  beg  to  ask  the    the  Paper  without  delay. 
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IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  BUILDINGS. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he 
will  state  what  arrangements  have  been 
finally  concluded  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  the  Government  of  India, 
and  the  University  of  London  for  taking 
over  the  Imperial  Institute  buildings, 
specifying  the  apportionment  of  accom- 
modation in  each  case  and  the  responsi- 
bility undertaken  by  them  for  maintain- 
ing the  structure  ;  and  whether  he  will 
place  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  copies 
of  correspondence  regarding  the  final 
arrangements  made  for  the  future  working 
of  the  Imperial  Institute. 


i  promised  in  Her  Majesty's  most  gracious 
1  Speech,    for    the     Amendment    of    the 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  will 

be  introduced. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
introduce  this  Bill  on  Thursday. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-NEWS    FROM 
THE    FRONT. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  whether  he  has  any  news  from 
the  front  to  communicate  to  the  House. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Govern-       Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir,  I  do 


ment  has  taken  over  the  entire  building, 
and  will  be  responsible  for  external  re- 
pairs, lighting,  and  rates.  The  Indian 
Government  will  occupy  without  rent. 
( 1 )  Part  of  the  basement  at  the  east  end 
of  the  main  block.  (2)  The  Avebai 
Bhownagree  corridor  and  certain  other 
rooms  and  passages  in  the  Eastern 
Annexe.  (3)  It  will  have  the  use,  con- 
jointly with  the  University  of  London 
and  the  Institute,  of  the  Cowasjee 
Jehanghir  Hall,  at  dates  to  be  arranged 
between  the  parties.  (4)  As  regards  the 
exhibition  galleries,  it  will  make  its  own 
arrangements  with  the  Institute  as  hereto- 
fore. The  Institute  will  occupy,  rent 
free,  the  western  part  of  the  main  block, 
with  many  of  the  galleries.  It  will  have 
the  use,  conjointly  with  the  University, 
of  the  Great  Hall,  and,  conjointly  with 
the  University  and  the  Government  of 
India,  of  the  Cowasjee  Jehanghir  Hall, 
at  dates  to  be  arranged  between  the 
parties.  With  the  above  exceptions  the 
building  will  be  occupied,  rent  free,  by 
the  University  of  London,  under  an 
arrangement  which  will  permit  of  ex- 
aminations of  candidates  for  the  Civil 
Service  being  occasionally  held  there.  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  the  future  conduct  of  the 
imperial  Institute. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  HAZELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord    of    the   Treasury   when   the  Bill, 


;  not  think  that  there  is  any  news.     What- 

\  ever  news  the  War  Office  obtains  which 

can  be  published  will  be  placed  in   the 

tea-room    or    some    place    accessible    to 

Members. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what 
will  be  the  business  of  the  House  for 
Thursday  and  Friday  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  think  it  will 
be   Supplementary   Estimates,    but  per* 
haps   the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  put 
:  the  question  again  to-morrow. 

Mr,.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  remember  the 
promise  he  gave  me  the  other  day,  that     j 
j  good  notice  shall    be  given    before   the 
I  Civil  Service  Estimates  are  taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes. 

'  Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  May  I 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  when  the  Eccle- 
siastic  Assessments  (Scotland)  BUI  is  to* 

I  be  taken.     Is  it  likely   to  come  on  to- 
night ? 

I  *Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  M> 
rests  with  the  First  Lord.  I  do  mc0> 
think  it  will  be  taken  without  due  notice*-- 
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NEW  MEMBER   SWORN.  i  in  respect  of  Police  Reservists  who  are 

Hon.    Ivor    Churchill    Guest,  for  the  \  called  out  on    permanent  service,"   pre- 

Borough  of  Plymouth.  :  sented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read 

I  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  l>e 
J  printed.     [Bill  91.] 

i 

XEJF  BILLS.  ,  LUNACY     BOARD    (SCOTLAND! 
,  SALARIES  AND  CLERKS. 

POLICE  RESERVISTS  (ALLOWANCES),  i  *THE  L0RD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
•The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the  I  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  beg  to 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M.  White-  I  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make 
Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  I  ven- '  further  provision  for  the  number  and 
ture  to  ask  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  salaries  of  the  staff  of  the  Lunacy  Board 
authorise  the  grant  out  of  the  Police  j  for  Scotland,  and  for  the  remuneration  of 
Funds  of  certain  allowances  and  gratuities  |  certain  of  the  Commissioners.  I  mav 
id  respect  of  Police  Reservists  who  are  explain  that  for  a  bng  timc  vaBt  th*e 
called  out  on  permanent  service.  The  duties  of  this  department  have  been  in- 
House  will  recollect  that  during  the  creasing,  so  that  the  salaries  of  a  numl>er 
autumn  session,  when  it  was  stated  that  '  of  the  8taff  are  now  inadequate.  The 
the  Government  were  prepared  to  make  i  Treasurvhave  agreed  to  provide  a  further 
allowances  to  the  families  of  Government  8Uni)  h^  imfortunatelv,  owing  to  the 
sen'ttits  who  were  called  out  as  Re- 1 I  provisions  of  certain  statutes  the  salaries 
«ervi«tsf  I  was  asked  whether  something ,  cannot  be  increa8ed  without  legislation. 
similar  would  not  be  done  for  the  police.  ,  The  present  Bill,  therefore,  proposes  to  do 
I  rephed  that  I  thought  it  was  right  to  |  no  more  than  lep|lfae  w hat,  in  ordinary 
do  so,  and  that  if  necessary  I  would  ask  ,  ^^  would  be  done  by  a  Treasurv 
for  Parliamentary  powers  to  sanction  it.*  Minute. 
Since  then  I  have  received  representations  ' 

from  local  authorities  all  over  the  country  gni  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
in  favour  of  powers  to  grant  these  allow-  i  number  and  salaries  of  the  staff  of  the 
ances,  as  under  the  Police  Acts  they  j  Lunacv  Board  for  Scotland,  and  for  the 
would  1*  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  men  are  j  remuneration  of  certain  of  the  Commis- 
now  soldiers  and  not  police.  Under  these  j  8ioners,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
circumstances  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  ,  ji0rtj  Advocate  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 
this  Bill,  which  is  partly  to  legalise  what  ■ 
has  alreadv    been    done    by    the    local  : 

authorities*  in  the  matter  and  partly  to  ™JJ!?£™    ^PrVi&?£' ™V 

authorise  the  allowances  in  the  future. ',  SAJ'AKrE*  AM)  CLERKS  BILL- 
The  Bill  leaves  it  purely  optional  to  the  (  "  To  make  further  provision  for  the 
local  authorities  to  pay  the  allowances  number  and  salaries  of  the  staff  of  the 
to  the  Reservists,  and  I  think,  therefore,  |  Lunacy  Board  for  Scotland,  and  for  the 
there  can  hardly  be  any  objection  to  :  remuneration  of  certain  of  the  Commis- 
pnsring  such  a  measure.  sioners,"   presented,   and   read   the   first 

■  time ;  to  be   read   a   second   time  upon 
Bill  to    authorise    the    grant   out   of    Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  92.] 

Police  Funds  of  certain  allowances   and  ; 

gratuities  in  respect  of  Pobce  Reservists 

who  are  called  out  on  permanent  service,  CENSUS    (GREAT    BRITAIN). 

ordered  to  lie  brought  in  by  Secretary  Sir      *The   SECRETARY   to   the  LOCAL 

Matthew  White  Ridley  and    Mr.   Jesse  !  GOVERNMENT  BOARD   (Mr.    T.  W. 

C<>lling8-  i  Russell,    Tyrone,    S.) :    I    beg  to   ask 

,.  :  leave  on  behalf  of  my  right  hon.  friend 

ft'LUT.    RESERVISTS    (ALLOWANCES)      .       „      . ,     A      .    ,     \     * 

BILL.  i  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 

M  To  authorise  the  grant  out  of  Police    Board  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  taking  the 
Fund*  of  certain  allowances  and  gratuities  ,  census  for  Great  Britain  in  1901.     Per- 

>e  The  Parliamentary   Debates,  Fourth  \  haP8    l  0U%ht    t0  **>'  thf  the  meaSUre 
****,  voL  lxxviL,  page  676.  differs  in  two  respects,  and  in  two  respects 
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only,  from  that  passed  in    1890  for  a  I 
similar  purpose.     This    Bill    applies    to  j 
Scotland,  whereas  in  1890  Scotland  had 
a  separate  Bill  for  herself.     It  has,  how- . 
ever,  been  fpund  possible  to  combine  the  ! 
two  measures  on  this  occasion.     Under  • 
the  previous  Bill  a  good  deal  was  done  by 
special  enactment  which  is  now  done  by 
instruction,  and  therefore  this   Bill  is  a  . 
much  shorter  one  than  the  last. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) :  I  do  not 
notice  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man any  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  the 
next  census  will  be  taken  not  only  at  the 
beginning  of  a  new  decade,  but  also  at  the  . 
beginning  of  a  new  century,  and  that  it  is  j 
desirable  that  any  additional  information  ! 
which  it  may  be  considered  necessary  to  ; 
have  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  century  ' 

should  be  obtained  under  this  Bill.     In  ! 

i 

the    United    States    of     America    most 
elaborate   preparations  are   being    made  \ 
with  a  view  to  the  next  census.     I    do 
not    suggest    that    preparations    of    the  : 
same   elaborate  and  extensive  character 
should  be  made  in   this   country,  but  I 
think  it  is  worth  while  considering,  at  \ 
such  an  epoch  in  our  history,  whether  the 
scope  of  the  invaluable  information  which 
is  obtained  by  means  of  the  census  should  j 
be  so   restricted   on   this   occasion  as   it  . 
generally  is.     It  has  been  argued  in  the  | 
past  that  the  census  should  be  taken  quin-  : 
qucnnially   and   not    decennially.      That 
has,   however,  been  decided  against  the 
quinquennialists.     I  venture,  however  to 
think  that  on  this  occasion  some  extension 
might  be  made.     I  gather  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  one  provision 
in  the  last  Ceiuus  Bill,  which  was  very 
greatly  approved  by  hon.  Members  from 
Wales,  is  not  to  be  omitted  on  this  occa- 
sion,   and   that    there   will   be  a  special 
census   for   the  principality  of  Wales.     I 
wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  this   matter,  because,  on   the 
previous  occasion,  certain  provisions  were 
very   inadequately   carried    out,    and    I 
therefore  hope  that  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  this  Bill  will  be  of  a  most  precise 
and  specific  character,  so  that  the  causes 
of  complaint  may  not  recur. 

Bill  for  taking  the  Census  for  Great 
Britain  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  one,  ordered  to  be  brought 


in  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  the  Lord  Advocate,  and 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


CENSUS  (GREAT  BRITAIN)   BILL. 

"For  taking  the  Census  for  Great 
Britain  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  one,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  \ 
upon  Mondav  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  93.] 


SUPPLY  [15th  February]. 

Resolution  reported : — 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
1899-1900. 

Number  of  Land  Forces. 

"That  a  further  number  of  Land  Forces, 
not  exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  be  main- 
tained for  the  Service  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Resolution." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  When  this  Vote  was  before  the 
Committee  I  opposed  it  on  the  ground 
that  I  had  done  the  same  thing  last 
session  when  a  similar  Vote  was  proposed 
to  Parliament,  and  I  considered  it  only 
consistent  that  I  should  continue  and 
repeat  the  protest  I  then  made.  The 
speech  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  in  outlining 
the  plan  of  Army  reform  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  one,  and  evoked 
much  attention  all  through  the  country. 
I  ventured,  however,  to  point  out  in 
Committee,  and  I  think  this  is  worthy  the 
attention  both  of  the  House  and  the 
country,  that  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  War  Office  is  largely  of  a  permanent 
character.  We  are  told  by  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  that  the  proposals 
with  regard  to  the  Militia  and  Volunteer* 
are  only  for  this  year,  and  that  they  are 
not  in  any  way  of  a  permanent  character. 
That  being  so  the  proposals  have  not  met 
with  much  opposition.  But  what  I  thinkz 
does  and  will  attract  more  opposition  isv 
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the    proposition    in   the  scheme   of  the 
( Government  very  considerably  to  increase 
the  permanent  army  of  the  country.     We 
are     to     add     something    like     30,000 
additional  troops  to  the  Kegular  Army — 
cavalry,   infantry,  and  artillery  ;  and   it 
would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  know 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  left  us  in 
complete  ignorance  of,  and  that  is,  how 
much    will  be  added   to  the  permanent 
cost  of  the  Army.     I  have  no  doubt  that, 
in  view   of   the  enthusiasm    which  now 
t-xists     by     reason     of     the    war,    any 
temporary  expenditure  for  the  purposes 
of     it     will     l>e     endorsed     and     even 
welcomed     by     the     people     at     large. 
What  I  think  most  people  who  go  beyond 
the  needs  of  the  moment  want  to  know 
is,  by  how  much  the  Army  Estimates  are 
to  be  permanently  increased  through  the 
addition  of  30,000  men  to  the  Army.     I 
do    not    know  whether    the   calculation 
that   I  have  made   is    correct,    but   my 
estimate    is    that    this    addition  to   the 
Regular  Army  will  mean  at  least  a  million 
c»f  money  a  year  on  the  Army  Estimates 
of  the  future.     That,  I  think,   is  an  ex- 
ceedingly serious  matter.     I  ventured  to 
criticise  during  the  Committee   stage  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Volunteers  and  the  Militia, 
and  I  am  lxmnd  to  say  the  opinion  I  then 
expressed   with    regard  to  them    is  the 
opinion    I  have  seen  in  the  public  press, 
and  one  which  I  have  heard  in  this  House 
over  and  over  again.     Several  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentlemen,  the  name   of  whose 
constituency  I  do  not  remember  for  the 
moment,  spoke  on  this  subject,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  get    the    Volunteers  of  this 
country  to  leave  their  business  and  their 
work  to  come  out  under  canvas  for    a 
month.     I  believe  that   is    true,    and  I 
think  this  scheme  will  break  down.     The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  said 
that  before  these  proposals  were  made  a 
great  number  of  commanding  officers  of 
the  Volunteer  regiments  had  been   com- 
municated with,  and  they  supported  the 
scheme  of  bringing  their  battalions  under 
<anvaa  for  a  month  in  each  year.     Well,  I 
We  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  of  the 
officers  would  be  prepared  to  go  out  for 
a  month  with  their  men,  but   I   do  not 
think  there  is  a  man  present  in  this  House 
n°*  who  would  fail  to  agree  with  me  that 
u  *ookl  be  absolutely  impossible  to  get 
^ything  liks  a  large  proportion  of  the 
ftnk  and  file  of  the  volunteers  in  this 


country  to  leave  their  employment  for  a 
whole  month  in  order  to  devote  themselves 
exclusively  to  military  training.  Such  a 
condition  distinctly  alters  the  terms  upon 
which  they  volunteered.  It  is  one  thing 
for  a  man  to  join  a  volunteer  corps  and  go- 
away  for  a  few  days  at  Easter,  and  to 
come  up  for  a  few  hours  every  Saturday 
and  drill  and  go  for  a  short  inarch  ;  but 
when  you  tell  those  men  that  they  are 
expected  to  go  out  not  for  a  day  or  two 
at  Easter  and  a  few  hours  on  a  Saturday, 
but  for  a  solid  month  under  canvas,  they 
will  tell  you  that  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible. We  may  be  told  that  the  men  who 
■  employ  Volunteers  will  do  everything 
they  can  to  enable  these  men  to  come  out 
for  a  month  ;  but  no  matter  how  willing 
they  may  be,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
them  to  allow  their  employees  to  come 
under  canvas  for  a  month,  first  of  all:  and, 
in  the  second  place,  if  they  do,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  keep  open  their  position  for 
the  month  they  are  away.  It  is  a  thing, 
that  cannot  be  done,  and  will  not  be 
done.  With  regard  to  the  Militia  the- 
objections  appear  to  me  to  be  very 
much  the  same,  but  in  a  more  aggra- 
vated form.  In  the  country  the  men 
who  enter  the  Militia  are  agricultural 
labourers  or  men  in  smalJ  positions 
connected  with  farming  ope  rations  ;  in 
the  towns  they  are  engaged  in  factories 
and  workshops  and  so  on.  Then  how  is 
it  to  be  expected  that  these  men  are  to- 
come  out  for  three  or  four  months  and 
learn  to  do  the  actual  work  of  a  soldier?1 
Who  is  to  do  their  work  while  they  train  : 
,  and  who  is  to  guarantee  that  their  places 
1  shall  be  kept  for  them  ?  Both  the 
schemes  in  my  opinion  are  foredoomed 
:  to  failure,  and  neither  of  them  is  in  any 
sense  calculated  to  meet  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  Government  are  con- 
I  fronted  at  the  present  time.  The  hon. 
'  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  appeared  to  me  to  make  his 
case  so  much  the  worse  when,  in  answer 
!  to  an  objection  made  by  a  greater  man 
;  than  myself,  he  said  the  proposals  for 
the  three  or  four  months  continuous 
drill  for  the  Militia  and  the  one  month 
for  the  Volunteers  were  for  this  year 
only.  That  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
meet  the  objection  at  all.  The  fact  that 
they  have  to  go  out  and  so  throw  them- 
selves, for  a  time,  out  of  employment,, 
and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  scheme  for  only 
i  this  year  makes  the  proposal  still  worse  -y 
and  the  proposal  itself  almost  touches  the 
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fringe  of  conscription.      I  am   not  inte- 
rested to  speak  of  this  from  a  military 
point  of  view,  because  I  have  no  regard 
to    the     military     institutions    of     this 
country  ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  on  the 
day  you  start  conscription  in  this  country 
you  will  have  an  uprising  of   the  people 
which  will  surprise  you.  If  you  do  not  have 
a  revolution  you  will  have  something  very 
like  it.  If  the  Government  introduces  con- 
scription,  they   will    do   what   no   other 
Government  has  ever  dared  to  do — but 
they  dare  not  do  it.      This  Government 
says  "  We  will  ask  the  Volunteers  to  come 
out  for  a  month  and  the  Militia  for  three 
or  four  months,"  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  put  the  request  in  such  a  way  that 
the  men  are  bound  to  accede  to  it.     From 
our  point  of  view  this  scheme  is  a  miser- 
able and  a  makeshift  scheme.      And  so 
far  as  the  Regular  Army  is   concerned, 
when  the  people  of  this  country  realise 
that  this  war  has  landed  them  into  a  large 
expenditure  of  money,  and  the  loss  of  a 
great  many  of  their  best  soldiers,  and  a 
large   increase    in   the    strength   of    the 
British  Army,  they  will  condemn  the  war 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  and  the 
Government  which  led  them  into  it.     If 
the  policy  of  this  Government  and  of  this 
•country,  in  the  future,  is  to  be  to  send 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  from  one 
•end  of  the  world  to  the  other,  to  enforce 
on   the   inhabitants   of   one   part  of  the 
Empire  the  will  of  this  country  for  the 
time  being,  the  proposals  now  put  forward 
are  altogether  inadequate.  You  will  have 
to  have  an  army  three  times  as  large  as 
at  present.      You  will  have  to  have  a  far 
greater  number  of  men  than  the  30,000 
you  have  put  down.      I  have  put  down 
a     question     to      be      asked      of      the 
hon.    Gentleman    the    Under   Secretary 
of     State     for    War,    but    perhaps     he 
may     be     able     to    give     the     answer 
to   night     and     save     further      trouble. 
1  want  to  know  from  him  if  he  will  give 
the   House    the    exact   number    of    the 
Imperial  and  colonial  troops  under   arms 
in  South  Africa  at  the  present  moment, 
the   troops   that    are   under   orders    for 
-South   Africa,   and  the  troops  that    are 
on  their  way  to  South  Africa,  as  well  as 
those  it  is  intended  to  send  out.     I  want 
to  get  at  the  exact  figure,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  the  number  of  the  colonial 
troops  and  the  number  of   the  Imperial 
troops  separately  given.    It  will  be  found, 
I  believe,  that  there  are  considerably  over 
.200,000  troops  under  arms  at  the  present 

Mr.  IF  ill  in  m  IM  month 


time  in  South  Africa.  Twelve  months 
ago,  or  even  six  months  ago,  would  any 
man  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  ven- 
tured to  predict,  even  in  his  wildest 
moments,  that  at  this  time  close  on  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  British  troops 
would  have  been  poured  into  South 
Africa  to  engage  in  a  war  with  these  two 
small  Republics  ?  Such  a  thing  has  never 
occurred  in  the  whole  history  of  the 
British  Empire  l>efore.  I  venture  to  say 
— and  those  who  are  so  much  in  favour 
of  Imperial  expansion  should  take  it  to 
heart — that  the  British  Empire  will  never 
be  maintained  by  the  policy  which  is 
now  being  practised  in  South  Africa 
of  sending  hundred  of  thousands  of  troops 
across  the  sea.  I  say  that  in  this  present 
proposal  to  increase  your  Army,  there  is 
an  ominous  indication  that  the  old  policy 
;  of  self-government  as  a  means  of  keeping 
;  your  Empire  together  is  to  be  abandoned, 
j  and  that  instead  of  the  goodwill  of  the 
I  people  throughout  the  Empire  being 
maintained  by  the  spirit  of  fair  play  and 
consideration  and  conciliation,  you  are 
going  to  try  and  build  your  Empire  up  in 
•  every  part  of  the  world  by  the  sword.  So 
|  surely  as  you  continue  that  policy,  so 
surely  it  will  fail.  From  the  point  of 
!  vieAv  even  of  your  own  Imperialistic  ideas, 
\  I  say  this  policy  is  altogether  futile  and 
altogether  bad.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
i  Treasury  the  other  day,  in  the  course  of  a 
speech  dealing  with  the  question  as  to 
whether  these  men  are  necessary,  and  as 
to  whether  the  circumstances  in  South 
;  Africa  warrant  an  increase  in  the  Army, 
!  said  that  no  question  of  Imperial  expan- 
sion had  led  to  the  present  troubles  in 
South  Africa,  and  he  challenged  any 
Member  of  the  House  to  point  out — out- 
side the  case  of  Egypt — where  anything 
had  been  done  by  the  Government  in  the 
nature  of  expanding  the  British  Empire. 
I  was  utterly  astonished  when  I  heard 
that  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Why,  who  for  a  moment  can  deny  that  but 
for  the  wild  and  reckless  expansion  of  the 
British  Empire  incurred  by  the  schemes 
of  Mr.  Rhodes  you  would  never  have  had 
these  troubles  in  South  Africa  ?  TJia 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  if  Khodesisv 
had  never  been  heard  of  the  Dutch  and 
the  English  might  have  had  differences* 
and  come  into  collision.  No  doubt  that* 
is  possible,  because  all  the  century  the 
Dutch  and  the  English  have  been  more 
or  less  in  collision  in  South  Africa.  What 
,  immediately  led  to  this  wretched  war 
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the  organisation  from   Rhodesia  of  the  | 
raid  by  Dr.  Jameson,  which  failed.     If 
you  had  had  no  Rhodesia  you  would  have 
had  no  buccaneering  expedition  under  Dr. 
Jameson  from  Mafeking ;  and  if  you  had 
had   no   expedition   from   Mafeking  you 
would  never  have  had   this  war ;    or  if 
you  did   come   into    collision  with    the 
Dutch  in  South   Africa  you   would   not 
have    been  let  in  for  a  war  of  a  serious 
nature,    because  everylnxly   knows    that 
until  the  date  of  the  raid  the  Boers,  from 
a  military   point   of   view,  were   only  a 
power  that  you  could  have  easily  over- 
come with   10,000  or  15,000  men,  or,  at 
the  outside,  20,000  men.     It  is  perfectly 
established   that  it  was  only  from  that 
date  that  the  Transvaal  became  a  military 
Power.      So  weak,  so*  badly  prepared  was 
the  Transvaal  as  a  military  Power  at  the 
date  of  the  raid  that  Dr.  Jameson  rode  in 
with  600  men  thinking  that  was  a  sufficient 
force.     Would   that   have  been   done  if 
the    Transvaal    was    a    strong    military 
Power — if  they  had  had  the  armaments 
they  now  have  ?     From  the  date  of  the 
raid    they    commenced   arming.      From 
then    down    to    the   declaration  of   war 
absolutely    nothing    was    done    by    the 
Transvaal    except    to    pour    arms     and  - 
ammunition  into  their  territory,  and  to 
build   fortifications   round   Pretoria   and 
everywhere  else.     But  for  the  raid.,  the 
chances  are  there  never  would  have  been 
a  war.     I  do  not  know  really  what  the 
object  of  the  Government  in  this  matter 
was,  but  their  policy  was  either  extremely 
stupid     or     else     most     extraordinarily 
generous.     It  reminds  me  of  two  people 
going  to  have  a  duel  with  swords.     One 
man  for  some  reason  or  another  has  not 
got  a  suitable  weapon,  and  his  opponent 
turns  to  him  and  says,  "  I  will  wait  until 
yon  are  ready  ;  get  as  good  a  weapon  as 
mine ;  make  preparations  to  be  on  level 
terms  with   me,  and  then  I  will  fight." 
That  is   what  the  Government  seem  to 
have  done  with  the  Transvaal.     For  four 
Tftirs  they  waited   until   the  Transvaal 
'[       annal  itself,   and   when  that   had  l>een 
(       »W  they  brought  abjut  this  war.     And 
vet  noliody  can  claim  that  the  grievances 
vhidi  existed  at  the  time  of  the  Jameson 
raid    had     become     more     accentuated 
afterwards.       Every     grievance    existed 
juat  as  markedly    at    the   time   of    the 
Jameson  raid,  and  yet  at  the  time   the 
Government  took   no  action  to   redress 
thune  grievances  or  to  compel  the  Trans- 
vaal to  come  to  terms.  If  these  grievances 


were  genuine,  that  is  the  time  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  acted.  The  Government 
would  have  had  some  reason  for  objecting 
to  the  Transvaal  arming  themselves.  It 
allowed  them  to  arm.  The  Prime 
Minister  said  in  another  place,  how  was 
he  to  know  what  the  Transvaal  was 
doing  when  the  cases  containing  the 
ammunition  were  concealed  and  the  guns 
were  smuggled  in  as  agricultural 
machinery  ?  \Vas  anything  so  ridiculously 
silly  ever  heard  from  any  man  in  the 
position  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Eng- 
land ?  Was  it  not  common  knowledge 
that  the  Transvaal  was  arming  to  the 
teeth  i  Did  not  we  know  that  for  the 
twelve  months  succeeding  the  Jameson 
raid—  that  is,  the  whole  of  the  year  1  89  «> 
-  -the  great  armoury  factories  of  Birming- 
ham were  pouring  millions  upon  millions 
of  cartridges  into  the  Transvaal  ?  What 
for  \  Why  was  that  allowed  ?  If  you 
thought  the  Transvaal  was  not  treating 
your  subjects  fairly  why  did  not  you 
make  representations  at  that  time 
before  the  Transvaal  was  fully  aimed  ? 
You  made  no  representations  then, 
and  I  say  that  what  you  an; 
criminally  responsible  for  is  for  allow- 
ing the  Boers  to  arm  themselves  as  they 
did.  These  Birmingham  firms  were 
challenged  as  to  whether  it  was  not  the 
fact  that  they  were  supplying  millions  of 
cartridges  to  the  Boers,  and  they  admitted 
it )  their  only  defence  was  that  they  did 
not  supply  cartridges  after  1890.  1 
believe  that  was  true.  But  this  went  on 
for  the  whole  of  1896.  It  was  only  at 
the  end  of  that  year  that  alarm  was  taken 
at  this  extensive  arming  and  at  these 
Birmingham  firms  exporting  the  enormous 
quantities  of  ammunition  they  did.  The 
whole  course  of  events  which  has  led 
up  to  this  disastrous  war  displays  an 
amount  of  criminal  stupidity  on  the  part 
of  members  of  the  Government  which  has 
never  Ijeen  equalled  in  this  country  or  in 
the  world.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Loixl  of  the  Treasury,  of  course, 
does  not  agree  with  that.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  discourteous  in  any  way  to  him 
personally,  but  I  will  say  the  feeling 
towards  the  whole  Cabinet,  and  more 
particularly  towaixls  him,  is  one  of  pro- 
found pity  and  sadness  that  men  of  his 
class  have  allowed  themselves  to  be 
dragged  into  the  present  wretched 
state  of  affairs  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  who,  whatever  else  he  may 
be  or  may  have    been,  is  certainly  not 
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in  any  sense  fit  to  be  the  legitimate  leader  " 
of  the  Unionists,  much  less  of  the  Con- ' 
servative  party  of  this   country.     I  say 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  not 
taking  action  to  redress  the  grievances  at 
the  time  of  the  raid,  or — if  they  did  not 
think    that    an    opportune    time — their  | 
action   in   allowing  the   Transvaal    four  : 
years  to  arm,  has  rarely  been  equalled  in  | 
the  matter  of  stupidity  by  any  Govern- ' 
ment   in   the  history   of   the  world.     If  , 
action  had  been  taken  at  that  time  trouble  ! 
would  have  been  saved.  The  Boers  might 
have   met  you  more    generously.      But ' 
even  if  they  had  not  met  you,  then,  with  a 
comparatively  small  force  of  men,   you 
would  have  been  able  to  do  what  it  is 
doubtful  whether  you  are  able  to  do  now, 
although  you  have  put  such  an  enormous  j 
force  into  the  field.     These  circumstances  | 
arise  in  the  mind  of  every  lion.  Member  [ 
when  he  is  asked  to  vote  for  an  increase  j 
of    120,000    men  to  the    British  Armv.  : 
The  other    night  when   £13,000,000   of  I 
money   were  voted  in  a  very  few  hours  I 
towards  the  expenses  of  this  war,  and  to-  : 
wards  the  expenses  of  this  increase  of  the 
Army,  I  could  hardly  help  reflecting  how 
strange  it  was  that  there  did  not.  seem  to  ; 
be   a  single   British   representative  with 
sufficient  public  spirit  to  get  up  and  sug- 
gest   even     remotely    that    this  money  * 
might  be  better  spent.     I  read  in  this 
morning's  newspaper  a  case  in  the  City 
of  Dublin  where  a  young  man  was  picked  , 
up  in  a  fainting  condition,  and  on  being  ! 
conveyed  to  the  hospital  expired,  and  a 
pod-morti'm  examination  which  was  subse- 
quently held   showed  that   he    died    of 
sheer    starvation.     Cases    of    that    kind  " 
occur  in    Dublin   frequently,   and   it    is 
impossible  for  any  man  to   walk  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  this  great  city  : 
without  seeing  the  wretched  misery  and 
heart-breaking   poverty   which  is  every- 
where exhibited,  and  without  seeing  how 
much  suffering  is  endured  on  every  nand, 
simply  for  the  want  of  a  judicious  expen- 
diture of   small   sums  of  money.     Hon. 
Members  come  down  to   this  House  at 
three     o'clock,     and    in    the   course    of 
five     hours     they    vote    away    millions 
upon      millions      of      the      money      of 
the    people    of     this     country,     not    to 
forward   any   scheme  to  better  the  con- 
dition of   the  masses   and  alleviate   the 
misery  and  sorrow   that   is   everywhere 
apparent  throughout  all  our  large  cities, 
and  every  part  of  the  country,  but  simply 
to    vote    this    money   to    continue    the 
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shedding  of  the  blood  of  brave  men, 
English,  Irish,  and  Scotch  alike ;  this 
money  is  being  spent  to  bring  untold 
misery  to  their  friends  and  relations 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
South  Africa  and  the  British  Isles ;  and  to 
me  there  is  something  so  utterly  revolting  * 
in  the  expenditure  of  money  like  this 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  we  live, 
that  if  I  were  by  myself  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  mine  was  the  only  voioe 
to  be  raised  against  it,  I  would  speak  and 
vote  against  this  proposal  even  if  I  did  not 
get  a  single  Member  of  the  House  to 
follow  me.  We  are  told  that  public 
opinion  is  on  the  side  of  the  war.  We 
are  told  that  whenever  a  meeting  is 
organised  to  protest  against  this  expendi- 
ture the  meeting  is  always  broken  up.  No 
doubt  it  is  ;  no  doubt  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  can  always  command 
sufficient  influence  upon  a  question  of 
this  character  to  interfere  with  those  who 
express  their  opinions  against  the  war. 
But  whatever  may  take  place  in  this 
country,  in  Ireland  at  least  public  opinion 
is  free.  The  people  of  Ireland  are 
against  this  war,  and  they  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  war, 
and  it  makes  them  indignant  to  think 
that  they  may  be  called  upon  to  bear  a 
large  proportion  of  the  cost  of  this  war, 
when  they  are  already  so  unfairly  taxed, 
and  when  in  Ireland  so  much  is  neglected 
that  might  be  done  there.  The  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  deep  down  in  his 
heart,  must  see  that  whether  he  considers 
we  are  right  or  wrong,  the  protest  made 
from  Ireland  is  not  unnatural.  I  know 
districts  in  my  own  constituency  where 
the  people  for  the  want  of  that  help 
which  the  Government  should  give,  and 
for  the  want  of  that  money  which  is  . 
freely  given  in  other  portions  of  the  1 
Empire,  are  suffering  considerably.  In 
my  own  district  we  had  to  complain  of  - 
what  was  done  in  regard  to  the  fisheries, 
and  we  asked  for  the  presence  of  one  of 
your  small  cruisers  to  protect  this  indus- 
try, but  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  j 
said  we  could  not  use  warships  for  such  ft 
purpose.  We  cannot  get  a  penny  for  any- 
thing in  Ireland,  we  cannot  get  even  tto 
university  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  is  in  favour  of,  because  th* 
money  to  endow  it.  will  not  be  given* 
We  are  asked  to  vote  this  money  for  th» 
prosecution  of  a  war  which  we  detest.  B 
English  Members  are  so  sensible  to  tJ# 
feelings    of    their     constituencies    thsfc 
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the}'    won't  protest    against    this    war, 
then      I      say      that,      for     the      time 
fteiiig,     the     Irish     representatives     are 
giving   voice    to    the    opinions   of   large 
masses    of    the    working   people  of  this 
country    who    are  against    this  war.      I 
lielieve   when    this  miserable  war  is  over 
that   the   masses   of  the   English   people 
will  honour  the  Irish  Members  for  being 
practically  the  only  considerable  body  of 
men  in  this  House  who,  in  the  face  of  the 
misery  and  suffering  that  exists  through- 
out the  country,  object  to   this  wanton, 
wretched,    and   extravagant   expenditure  | 
of   public    treasure    upon  an    unworthy 
object.       Here  we  are  at  the  end  of  the  ! 
nineteenth  century,  which  has  seen  such  ' 
mighty  advances  in  regard  to  numanity  ■ 
and  inventions  in  every  direction,  engaged 
in  as    ferocious,   as   bloody,  and  as    un-  [ 
Christian  a  war  as  ever  this  country,  or  i 
any  other  country,  engaged  in.     It  is  an  j 
outrage   in  a  Christian  land  and  an  out- ' 
rage  upon  a  Christian  country ;  and  what ; 
makes  it  more  sad  to  contemplate  is  that 
your  forces  and    your  guns  are  turned  ' 
against  a  people  who  are  as  strictly,  if 
not  more  strictly,  attached  to  the  word 
of  God  and  the   Christian  Church  than 
you  are   yourselves.      What  effect  can 
this    spectacle   of    two    great   Christian 
countries    attacking     each    other     have 
jpon   the  Native   races  1     If   there  was 
no  other  consideration   to    be   urged,  I 
say  that  the  example  you  are  setting  to 
the  Native  races  would  be  consideration 
enough  to  make  yon  pause.     What  do  you 
think  the  Native  races  will  think  of  these 
proceedings  1  Do  you  not  think  that  they 
will  not,    sooner    or    later,  break   from 
the    bonds     which      now      hold     them, 
and  probably    overrun    not    only    your 
«wn  possessions   but    the   Transvaal    as 
well  t-  and   then  you  will  have  a  Chris- 
tian race  fighting  for  their  lives  against 
the    savages     whose    cause    you    now  ' 
V      pretend  to  be  fighting  for.     I   feci  that 
^      it  is  almost  useless  to  speak  any  further 
*     «i  this  subject.     I  have  never  spoken  in 
I     thw  House  with  more  sincerity  and  with 
\     more  pleasure  than  I  have  done  in  my 
Potest  against  this  war.     I  say  this  war 
eoald  have   l*een  avoided  with  ordinary 
conciliation  and  diplomacy,  and  above  all 
rt  could  have  been  avoided  if  you  had 
*lkered    to     the    doctrine     which    you 
Poached  at  the  Hague  where  you  agreed 
*°  arbitration.  What  a  farce  and  mockery 
°*  international  good  faith  that  was  !  You 
*£*%  to  arbitration,  and  when  these  two 
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small  Republics  offer  it  you  refuse  it. 
Does  it  mean  you  are  never  to  arbitrate 
unless  the  Power  you  arbitrate  with  is 
stronger  than  yourselves  ?  If  the  Uit- 
landers  in  the  Transvaal  have  suffered 
grievances  the  Uitlanders  of  other  coun- 
tries have  suffered  as  well.  Any  court  of 
arbitration  would  have  done  justice 
between  you  and  your  subjects  there,  and 
yet  you  refused  arbitration  and  drove 
those  two  unfortunate  countries  into  a 
position  in  which  they  were  obliged  to 
fight  for  their  lives,  and  you  have  led 
this  country  to  sacrifices  and  losses 
which  are  irreparable—because  no  vic- 
tories can  atone  for  the  enormous  amount 
of  suffering  that  has  been  caused  all  over 
the  country.  With  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  Irish  Members  we  sometimes  hear 
— the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  himself  said  it,  although  I  am 
sure  that  he  did  not  intend  to  be  per- 
sonally offensive  to  us — that  there  are 
other  Irishmen  who  do  more  than  talk. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  there  are  Irish- 
men in  South  Africa  who  are  giving  their 
lives  and  shedding  their  blood  for  this 
country.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  there 
are  Irishmen  in  South  Africa  fighting  as 
gallantly  as  Irishmen  always  have  done 
in  every  part  of  the  world.  These  men 
we  consider  are  in  the  wrong.  We  con- 
sider that  it  is  a  cruel  shame  to  see  such 
magnificent  gallantry  wasted  in  such  a 
war.  We  believe  that  these  men,  under 
totter  circumstances,  would  never  lend 
their  sanction  to  this  war  ;  but  being 
engaged  in  it  we  hold  that  their  gallantry 
and  bravery  ought  not  to  be  made  a 
matter  of  taunt  to  us,  because  we  are  as 
proud  of  it  as  any  other  people.  That  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  object  to 
the  war,  and  to  the  circumstances  which 
have  led  to  the  loss  of  their  blood.  Who 
are  these  Irish  soldiers  who  comprise  the 
Connaught  Hangers,  the  Dublin  Fusiliers, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Irish  regiments  '? 
They  come  mostly  from  the  South  of 
Ireland ;  they  are  Catholics  by  religion, 
and  in  politics  they  are  Nationalists  and 
Homo  Rulers  like  we  are.  1  have 
myself  heard  these  gallant  and  brave  men 
cheering  at  Irish  meetings  and  demon- 
strations, and  cheering  Members  sitting 
upon  these  benches  in  the  towns  which 
they  have  visited.  You  must  not 
imagine  because  these  men  have  entered 
your  Army  that  they  are  not  in  sympathy 
with  us,  because  they  are,  and  we  have 
the    sympathy    also   of    the    classes    in 
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Ireland  who  supply  these  men,  for  if  we 
had  not  we  should  never  have  the  right 
to  come  here  and  speak  against  this  war 
and  the  system  under  which  our  country 
is   governed.      The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  is  a  Minister  in  ' 
this    House    who    commands     universal 
respect  for  the  way  in  which  he  conducts 
public    business.       He    is    always    very 
courteous  and  kind   to   those   who,  like  ' 
myself,  pitch  into  him  occasionally,  but 
even  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was 
not  so  courteous  to  us  as  he  is,  even  if  he 
treated  us  badly,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  Member  on  these  benches  who  would  ' 
not  entertain  for  him  what  we  call  in 
Ireland    "  gra,"  which   betokens  a  good  j 
deal  of  respect.     The  hon.  Gentleman's 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  noblest  Irish 
rebels  who  ever  lived,  for  he  was  a  man 
whose  name  is  honoured  in  Ireland  by 
the  masses  of  the  people,  and   his  por- , 
trait  is  to  be  found  in  every  cabin  home 
in  Ireland,  for  he  fought  bravely  against 
the    foes    of    his    country.       He    sacri- 
ficed  his  life   fighting  against  what   he 
believed  to  be  an  unjust  war,  and  he  died 
from  wounds  in  Dublin  separated  from  his 
friends    and    kindred     relations.      Lord ! 
Edward  Fitzgerald  held  the  opinions  we 
hold   to-day  with  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.      It  is  from  the  life  and  ; 
sentiment  of  the  grandfather  of  the  hon.  , 
Gentleman   opposite    that    we  and    the 
young  generation  of  Irishmen  who  follow 
us  have  received  our  inspiration  and  our 
<le termination  to   object   to  the   present 
system   of   rule   in   Ireland.      The   hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  take  the  same  view 
as  his  ancestor,  but  at  least  he  will  extend  \ 
to  those  who  are  true  to  the  teaching  and 
life  of  his  illustrious  ancestor  the  respect 
which  I  am  sure  he  feels  himself  for  the 
memory  of  that  ancestor.      I  will  say  no 
more  upon  this  subject  except  to  protest  [ 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  on  behalf  of 
Ireland  and  also  on  behalf  of  those  in  Eng- 
land  who  seem  to    have  few  statesmen 
here  to  represent  their  views,  that   the 
object  of  this  war  is   cruel,  unnecessary, 
and  unjust,  and  I  object  to  the  wanton 
expenditure  of  millions  of  money  as  un- 
christian   and   infamous   when    we    see 
around  us  so  much  misery  and  suffering 
amongst    our    own    countrymen    which 
ought  to  be  relieved  and  alleviated  before 
we  spend  these  vast  treasures  in  trying  to  : 
bring  into  subjection  a  people  who  are 
not  of  our  own  race  or  blood,  but  who  are  ' 
worthy  of  our   respect  and    esteem,    be- ' 
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cause  whether  you  beat  them  or  do  not 
beat  them,  they  are  fine  fighting  men  and 
you  must  respect  them. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) :  I  wish  to  record  the  hearty  appre- 
ciation 1  feel  at  the  excellent  plans  which 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  has  put 
before  the  House.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
provisions  made  will  encourage  the 
Volunteers,  and  1  am  confident  will 
induce  many  otters  to  join  that  admirable 
force  so  well  calculated  to  defend  our 
country.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  nation  and  the  wrath 
which  consumed  it  has  been  appeased  by 
the  knowledge  that  the  War  Office  has 
done  far  tnore  than  the  people  knew.  It 
has  proved  itself  to  be  an  efficient 
machine,  and  far  better  handled  than  any 
of  us  imagined.  There  is  one  point, 
however,  to  which  I  should  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  that  is, 
the  delay  which  appears  to  take  place  in 
getting  our  troops  away  on  board  ship. 
Surely  it  cannot  be  a  question  of  getting 
ships,  having  regard  to  the  loyalty  dis- 
played by  all  shipowners — surely  it  would 
not  have  been  difficult  to  commandeer 
any  ships  in  the  Thames  or  Mersey 
to  transport  any  number  of  men  and 
horses  in  a  fortnight.  But  I  take 
it  that  it  was  not  the  want  of  ships  which 
has  hampered  us".  We  naturally  know 
that  guns  and  the  thousand  and  one 
things  which  are  necessary  to  make  an 
army  an  offensive  and  defensive  factor 
must  be  taken  into  account.  Now,  having 
heard  what  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
stated,  I  think  we  are  satisfied  that  die 
War  Office  has  done  its  utmost  to  meet 
the  severe  strain  put  upon  it.  Having 
read  of  the  difficulties  of  transport  in  the 
field,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  is  a 
pity  that  more  traction  engines  are  not 
used ;  and  when  we  read  of  the  capture 
of  our  guns  by  the  enemy,  owing,  admit- 
tedly, to  the  fact  that  they  were  lost  in 
consequence  of  the  mules  and  other  classes 
of  teams  being  shot  down,  it  appears  to  ' 
nie  that  if  these  guns  had  been  drawn  by 
their  own  motors  or  traction  engines, 
duly  armoured,  this  mishap  might  perhaps  ; 
have  been  avoided.  Besides,  I  often 
notice  the  immense  difficulties  our  officer! 
have  in  mounting  guns  on  steep  hills  and 
in  difficult  places.  It  will  be  conceded 
that,  by  means  of  strong  steel  ropt 
and  a  large  pulley  fastened  and  secured 
by    anchor    at    the    top    of    a    hill,  •  r 
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ction  engine  could  be  used,  either 
winding  up  or  going  backwards, 
haul  up  the  largest  of  guns  into 
sitions  where  no  teams  or  manual 
►our  would  have  a  chance;  and  it 
►uld  not  expose  the  men  or  the  animals 
he  picked  off,  thereby  endangering 
e  success  of  the  attempt.  No  rock, 
wever  precipitous,  could  not  thereby 
mounted  by  the  gun;  and,  having 
eard  to  the  difficulties  of  this  campaign, 
hold  that  we  must  be  ready  by  every 
genuity  at  our  command  to  deal  with 
e  exigencies.  It  will  be  found  that 
intinental  Powers  are  using  a  number  of 
otor  cars,  traction  engines,  and  the  like, 
d  it  will  l>e  seen  that  an  enormous 
onozny  of  fodder  and  the  like  is  accom- 
Ifthed,  and  that  a  greater  propelling 
mer  is  generated  by  crude  petroleum  or 
trol  than  by  any  other  means.  I  cer- 
inly  think  that  an  experiment  on  these 
tea  might  well  commend  itself  to  the 
nder  Secretary  for  War.  It  is  gener- 
ly  conceded  that  conscription  would  be 
advisable  in  this  country,  and  that  the 
clings  of  the  nation  would  be  out- 
iged  if  men  were  compelled  to  serve 
i  our  colonies  to  defend  the  homes  of 
hers;  whereas  on  the  Continent  con- 
ription  is  really  meant  to  k>  a  force  to 
fend  the  individual  homes  of  those  who 
ke  up  arras.  But  no  one  who  has 
i veiled  caa  help  noticing  the  amount  of 
lysical  development  and  good  which 
rViee  in  the  army  imparts  to  those  who 
ive  served  —the  muscles  are  developed, 
e  form  improved,  and  an  erect  carriage 
ensured  in  future  life.  Well,  Sir,  this 
a  desirable  result,  and  I  think  from  that 
rint  of  view  that  conscription  is  good. 
ow,  I  trust  that  physical  training  of 
Mne  kind  will  be  introduced  in  this 
wintry,  and  that  the  Education  Depart- 
lent  will  introduce  into  all  the  elemen- 
ary  schools  a  system  of  drill,  in  which 
ill  boys  will  be  compelled  to  take  part, 
and  that  these  exercises  should  be  under 
the  rontrol  of  proper  drill  sergeants 
Jppoiuted  for  the  purpose;  that  cadet 
ttrpii  xhould  be  encouraged  ;  and  if  found 
uecew&rv,  that  even  shooting  galleries 
might  be  introduced,  in  order  to  en- 
»bk  the  youths  of  this  country 
to  shoot,  and  to  know  how  to 
«lrill  whenever  they  should  bo 
fcltal  upon  to  do  so.  I  know  from 
personal  experience  how  splendid  these 
exercises  are.  They  are  not  easily  for- 
Jptten,  and  I  feel  sure  they  would  be  the 


means  of  developing  the  physique  of  the 
nation,  and  would  foster  a  feeling  of 
ardour,  patriotism,  and  enthusiasm  which 
would  be  evoked  whenever  the  country 
was  menaced  and  in  danger  :  and  I  feel 
sure  would  be  the  means  of  sowing  seeds 
of  a  martial  character  which  would  be 
the  best  recruiting  factor  ever  introduced. 
In  conclusion,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
hold  that  this  war  is  not  actuated,  as 
depicted  on  the  other  side,  by  a  feeling  of 
greed  or  annexation,  ljut  that  the  true 
factor  is  that  this  is  a  fight  for  freedom 
and  liberty. 

Mr.  BKYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  :  There  is  one  matter  in 
the  speech  of  the  Secretary  for  War  in 
which  I  entirely  agree,  and  that  is  where 
he  expressed  a  firm  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  that  our  Army 
should  be  converted  into  a  purely  business 
Army.  That  has  been  the  greatest  defect 
in  the  past.  The  courage  of  our  soldiers, 
particularly  of  our  officers,  has  been 
unquestionable ;  but  this  war  has  demon- 
strated that  the  military  knowledge 
possessed  by  many  of  our  officers  is  very 
deficient  indeed,  and  that  is  more  notice- 
able in  connection  with  what  are  called 
our  "  crack "  regiments,  and  espe- 
cially our  cavalry  regiments.  The 
complaint  is  a  reasonable  one,  for, 
as  has  already  been  pointed  out,  these 
regiments  appear  to  be  the  appinage  of  a 
few  wealthy  men  who  put  their  sons  in 
those  regiments  with  the  view  of  im- 
proving their  social  status.  Thiit  seems 
to  me  to  be  an  absolutely  false  view  to 
take  of  the  Army,  and  I  have  been  in- 
formed on  good  authority  that  with 
respect  to  regiments  of  this  kind,  com- 
manding officers  have  difficulty  in  getting 
their  officers  to  devote  the  proper  time  to 
the  duties  of  their  profession.  Practicality 
the  spire  time  of  those  officers,  instead 
of  being  devoted  to  their  duties,  is  given 
up  to  p>lo  and  such  games.  That  ought 
not  to  be  the  case,  and  officers  who  have 
attempted  to  remedy  tin's  defect  have  not 
received  the  support  from  headquarters 
that  they  ought  to  have  done.  I  submit 
that  in  all  regiments  the  standard  of 
living  should  be  within  the  means  of  the 
soldier  who  has  only  his  pay  to  depend 
upon,  but  the  complaint  is  that  in  several 
regiments  the  officers  are  mostly  men 
with  private  means  amounting  to  about 
,£600  a  year.  The  course  of  this  war  in- 
dicates very  strongly  the  need  for  tits 
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reform.  As  an  illustration,  I  may  mention  (  wanted,  in  my  view,  to  strengthen  the 
the  first  disaster  that  befell  our  arms,  by  i  Volunteers  and  the  Militia  is  a  different 
which    a    large     number    of    the    18th  !  class  altogether,  viz.,  well-to-do  artisans 


Hussars  were  taken  prisoners  at  the  l)attle 
of  Glencoe.  1  have  seen  published  in 
the  newspapers  last  week  a  letter  from  a 
Boer  soldier,  who  was  one  of  a  number 
that  effected  that  capture.     I  cannot  help 


and  clerks  in  permanent  employment, 
not  a  floating  population  of  ne'er-do- 
weels  who  merely  enlist  for  a  change.  If 
whenever  a  war  breaks  out  in  any  part  of 
the  world  pressure  is  to  be  brought  to 


believing  that  the  account  given  by    him  |  bear  on  Volunteers  to  induce  them  to  go 
must  be  to  some  extent  exaggerated,  be-  !  abroad  it  will  have  a  strong  tendency  to 
cause  if  it  is  anything  like  true  it  ex.-  |  prevent  a  suitable  class  from  enlisting, 
hibits   the  most  deplorable  ignorance  on    " 
the  part  of  the  officers  who  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  captured.     The  account  this 
Boer  gives   is   that  a   regiment  of   300 
Hussars   were  turned  by   him  and  one 
other  man  :  that 
wards  reinfovced 


I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  hon, 
1  Gentleman  to  the  kind  of  pressure  which 
|  is  being  put  on  Volunteers  in  this  country. 
!  Here  is  a  notice  published  by  Captain 
|  Allard,  the  officer  commanding  the  Royal 
these  two  were  after-  •  Welsh  Fusiliers,  calling  his  corps  together 
by   fifteen   others,  and  |  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaiiung  how  many 


the  whole  of  the  Hussars  were  brought  to 
a  standstill ;  that  reinforcements  to  the 
number  of  eighty  and  one  gun  afterwards 
came  up,  when  the  Hussars  hoisted  the 
white  flag.  The  writer  asserts  that 
fifteen  Boers  kept  these  Hussars  at  a 
standstill  for  an  hour.  Of  course  the 
courage  of  our  officers  generally 
is  unquestionable,  but  they  have 
shown  a  great  lack  of  military  knowledge. 
I  would  urge  on  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
desires  that  our  Army  should  be  a  busi- 
ness army  and  not  an  army  of  pleasure, 
that  the  rule  which  obtains  on  the  Con- 
tinent that  officers  as  well  as  privates 
should  wear  their  uniforms  at  all  times 
should  be  adopted.  It  should  l>e  the 
invariable  rule  in  the  Army  that,  whether 
on  or  off  duty,  in  public  or  in  private,  all 
officers  should  be  obliged  to  wear  their 
uniforms.  That  would  bring  home  to 
them  that  their  fii-st  duty,  and  not  only 
their  first  but  their  main  and  principal 
duty,  is  to  the  Army  and  not  to  pleasure.  I 
cannot  myself  approve  of  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  respect  to 
the  Volunteers  and  the  Militia.  I 
think  it  is  a  deplorable  precedent  to  set 
to  obtain  by  means  of  pressure — and  I 
think  rather  unworthy  pressure — enlist- 
ments from  the  Volunteers  and  Militia 
for  foreign  service.  These  branches  of 
the  service — more  particularly  the  Volun- 
teers— were  enrolled  for  home  defence, 
and  pressure  should  not  have  been  put 
upon  them  to  induce  them  to  enlist  for 
foreign  service.  It  will  have  a  tendency 
to  dissuade  a  most  valuable  class  of  recruit 
from  joining  these  branches,  which,  as  a 
result,  will  have  to  depend  on  the  idle 
and  loafing  class,  who  have  the  time  and 
the  inclination  to  go  abroad.  What  is 
Mr.  Bryn  Roberts. 


would  volunteer  for  the  war — 

"  S|>ecial    Orders.  —  War  :      War  !  —  The 
authorities  have  called  upon  the  3rd  Volun- 
teer   Battalion    Royal    welsh    Fusiliers  for 
voluntary    service    in    South    Africa   or   for 
garrison  national  defence  duty.  With  reference 
to  alx>ye  be  it  notified  to  all  members  of  the 
(J  Company,  3rd  Volunteer  liattalion  Royal 
Welsh  Fusiliers  that  a  parade  will  be  held  in 
the  Drill  Hall  on  Wednesday  night,  at  nine 
o'clock,  in  plain  clothes,  when  it  is  hoped  that 
every  man  will  be  present  whose  name  ia  on. 
the  roll  to  signify  which  of  the  above  service! 
he  is  willing  to  perform.     It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  a  man  absenting  himself  from  thU 
i  parade  must  be  branded  as  a  coward.     Every 
I  man    must  answer   to  the  call  to-  arms  for 
national  defence.     Fall  in,  every  man — 05  in 
|  strength — to  answer  this  call, .and  let  Llanrwst 
I  be  to  the  front  in  this  emergency.  Remember, 
j  this    is    trusting    our    citizen    army    to   the- 
I  backbone.*'' 

!  I  say  that  if  men  who  have  duties  in 
|  connection  with  their  own  occupation* 
to  attend  to  are  to  be  branded  as 
|  cowards,  as  these  men  would  be  branded 
if  they  did  not  volunteer  for  the  purpose. 
of  national  defence,  then  respectable 
steady  working  men,  artisans  and  clerks, 
will  not  join  the  Volunteers.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  the  sudden  call  on  the 
Volunteers  and  Militia  was  really  an. 
indication  of  panic  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  because  it  was  made  on  the 
Monday  following  the  news  of  the  defeat 
at  Colenso,  the  third  of  a  series  of 
defeats  that  occurred  in  one  deplorable 
week.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  some  extent  lost  their 
heads,  but  I  am  afraid  there  was  *■ 
political  motive  behind  that  summoJtt 
to  the  Volunteers  and  Militia,  ft1 
had  at  any  rate  a  political  efife& 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  was  not  * 
design  on  the  part  of  the  Government  *► 
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<  list  ract  the  attention  of  the  country  from 
the  grave  disasters  which  had   occurred 
by  starting  a   new  excitement  in  every 
district    and  town  and  almost  in  every 
village    throughout   the   country.      That 
excitement  did  distract  the  attention  of 
the  country,  but  sending  a  large  number 
of  half  or  quarter-trained  men  from  the 
Militia,   the    Volunteers,   and    the    Yeo- 
manry   to    South    Africa  cannot   really 
assist    the  troops   there.       You  have,  to 
fife  the  ablest  enemy  England  has  faced 
for    venerations,  an    enemy    which    has 
tested       the      strength       and       ability 
of    our     ablest    and    most    experienced 
troops,       and      to       send       out       half- 
trained    troops    to   our  army    is    really 
rather  an   encumbrance   than   otherwise. 
I  noticed  also  that  a  similar  opinion  was 
expressed  in  the  press  by  several  military 
critics,    evidently  military  men,   shortly 
after  the  order  was  issued.     But  I  do  not 
base  my  opposition  to  the  Vote  on  these 
matters.     My  opposition  is  based  on  the 
fundamental  ground  that  the  continuance 
ut  the  war  is  absolutely  unjust,  that  the 
war  was  unjust  ah  initio,  and  that  to  con- 
tinue   it    is    unjust.       I    am  unable   to 
appreciate  the  position  taken  up  by  many 
of  my  hon.  friends  on  these  benches.      A 
great  number  of  Liberals  admit  that  the 
war  is  unjust,    and    in  its   origin  abso- 
lutely indefensible,  not  only  through  the 
liad  diplomacy  which  led  to  it,  but  also  in 
the  prosecution  of  objects  which  we  had 
only  the   right  to   prosecute  by  friendly 
representations.        That  is   the   opinion 
almost    universally   entertained    by   the 
Liberal  party,  with  perhaps  the  exception 
of  about  a  dozen  members.      But  if  the 
war   were    unjust  at  the  beginning,   it 
seems  to  me  to  be  unjust  to  continue  it. 
The  suggestion  is  that  having  started  the 
war,  we  must  go  through  with  it  because 
of    the    necessity    of    maintaining    our 
prestige.     I  say  if  this  war  is  to  bo  con- 
tinued for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  our 
prestige,  it   is   absolutely   immoral,   and 
that  it  is  a  crime  to  sacrifice  a  single  life 
for  the  purpose  ef  maintaining  our  pres- 
tige.   It  is  now  impossible  to  maintain  it : 
it  is  gone  so  far  as  our  military  prestige 
ii  concerned,  and  your  only  object  now  is 
to  attempt    to  recover   it.      You  may 
succeed — indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  will     ultimately   succeed- -in     this 
*»r;  but    vou    will   not  recover    your' 
putige.    f  he  resources  of  the  Transvaal 
*nd  the  Free  State  are  limited ;  you  have 
unlimited  resources  in  y qui  overwhelming 


numbers  and  unlimited  wealth,  in  the 
command  of  the  sea  and  in  your  ability 
to  buy  your  stores  in  Australia,  South 
America,  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  the 
world-  -although  you  get  into  a  fever  of 
excitement  if  you  hear  of  a  gun  being  in- 
troduced in  a  piano  case  into  Lorenzo 
Marques — and  it  is  not  by  crushing  the 
Transvaal  that  you  can  recover  your 
prestige.  You  have  lost  something  more 
than  your  military  prestige ;  you  have  lost 
something  more  valuable  from  a  purely 
utilitarian  point  of  view  to  this  country, 
and  that  is  your  moral  prestige.  You 
may  recover  your  military  prestige 
but  you  cannot  recover  your  moral  pres- 
tige. This  war  is  the  result  of  a  breach 
of  faith  ;  it  is  because  we  have  broken 
our  word,  and  every  war  Knglaud  has 
waged  for  the  last  ten  years  has  arisen 
from  the  same  cause.  We  all  remember 
the  gross  breach  of  faith  in  connection 
with  the  Terai  campaign. 

♦Mil.   SPEAKER:    The    hon.    Member 
will  not  be  in  order  in  discussing  that. 

Mr.  BRYX  ROBERTS  :  I  do  not 
intend  to  argue  it,  Sir,  but  I  merely  quote 
it  as  an  illustration.  It  is  unquestionable 
that  the  war  arose  entirely  from  a  breach 
of  faith.  Then  with  regard  to  Egypt,  no 
less  than  four  Ministries — Liberal  as 
well  as  Conservative-  -pledged  themselves 
to  retire  from  Egypt.  The  breach  of  the 
pledge  was  followed  by  the  reeent  war  in 
the  Soudan,  and  it  is  a  breach  of  faith 
that  has  also  led  to  the  present  war.  If 
the  Government  would  only  realise  that 
it  is  more  important  that  the  word  of 
England  should  always  be  regarded  as 
reliable  and  not  to  be  altered  with 
circumstances,  and  would  endeavour 
to  recover  our  moral  rather  than 
our  military  prestige,  I  believe  they  would 
do  more  for  the  security  of  this  country 
and  our  colonies  than  bv  any  plan  of  re- 
organisation they  can  ever  accomplish. 
We  know  and  admit  that  tin*  condemna- 
tion of  England's  breach  of  faith  in 
respect,  of  this  war  is  universal  among 
other  nations.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
endeavour  to  console  themselves  with  the 
idea  that  that  condemnation  arises  only 
from  envy.  I  quite  recognise  that 
there  is  on  the  Continent  a  low,  base 
opinion  similar  to  that  which  exists 
in  England,  and  that  the  jingo,  whether 
in  this  country  or  in  Berlin  or  Paris,  is 
alwavs  actuated  bv  the  lowest  and  basest 
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motives.  As  far  as  the  Berlin  and  the 
Parisian  jingoes  are  concerned  I 
am  quite  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  their  condemnation  of  England  is 
based  solely  and  entirely  on  envy,  hut 
neither  in  this  country  nor  in  any  other 
civilised  country  are  the  jingoes  repre- 
sentative of  the  nation.  They  form  a 
minority,  but  the  professional  and 
educated  men  and  the  honest  working 
men,  who  are  in  a  majority  in  every 
nation,  universally  condemn  your  policy 
in  connection  with  this  war.  The  only 
support  given  to  this  country  on  the  Con- 
tinent comes  from  Hungary,  Greece,  and 
Italy.  When  you  examine  the  l)asis  of 
that  claim  it  conies  to  this,  that  the  Hun- 
garians have  a  feeling  of  gratitude  to 
England,  because  through  the  influence  of 
the  Lil>erals,  not  the  jingo  Conservative 
party,  we  supported  them  in  their 
struggles  for  liberty.  The  Italians  have  a 
feeling  of  gratitude,  but  that  is  also  given 
to  that  section  of  the  Liberal  party  which 
is  opposed  to  this  war.  And  so  it  is  in 
the  case  of  Greece.  We  are  still  taunted 
on  this  side  of  the  House  because  a  hun- 
dred of  our  Members  sent  an  address 
of  sympathy  with  the  Greeks.  Yes, 
but  the  sympathy  of  the  Greeks 
with  England  at  the  present  moment 
is  due  to  those  hundred  Members  of  the 
Liberal  party  who  supported  them  in 
their  day  of  trial.  These  are  the  only 
sections  of  the  civilised  world  who  sup- 
port you,  but  they  do  so  under  the  mis- 
apprehension that  it  was  you  who  sup- 
ported them  ;  so  that,  tried  on  your  own 
merits,  you  have  not  a  single  friend  in  the 
civilised  world.  It  has  often  been  said 
that  this  war  is  duo  to  the  Majuba  policy. 
It  is  not  due  to  that  policy,  but  to  the 
abandonment-  of  it.  No  sooner  had  Mr. 
Gladstone  retired,  at  any  rate  no  sooner 
was  he  dead,  than  certain  leading  members 
of  the  Liberal  party  turned  their  backs  on 
the  whole  teaching  of  that  great  Liberal 
statesman's  life,  and  cheered  the  jingo 
Conservative  party  to  the  echo.  They 
took  the  credit  of  the  Soudan  War,  and  if 
this  war  turns  out  successful  they  will  be 
equally  ready  to  take  credit  for  it.  If 
Mr.  Gladstone  had  been  in  oftice,  or  had 
been  living  with  his  faculties  unimpaired, 
there  is  not  a  man  living  who  believes  for 
a  moment  that  this  war  would  have  been 
entered  upon,  or  that  there  would  have 
been  the  slightest  danger  to  our  position 
in  South  Africa.  But  when  that  policy 
is  reversed  do  you  expect  to  recover  the 

Mr.  Bryn  Uobrte. 


'  fruits  of  that  policy  ?      If  you  plant  a 
tree  and  cut  it  down,  do  you  expect  to 
gather     fruit     from     it?       The     plan 
you    have    adopted    has    only    brought 
maleficent     fruit.       The     policy      that 
resulted     in     this      war      is     on     the 
shoulders  of  the  Government  and  particu- 
larly on  those  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
1 1  do  not  believe  that  if  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  been  in  any  other  position  in  the 
Government,   and  if  Coloiual  question*, 
particularly  the  Transvaal  question,  had 
I  been   under  the  control  of  the   Foreign 
Office,  we  would  have  had  war.     But  un- 
fortunately the    Colonial    Secretary  has 
;  allied  himself  with  astute  capitalists  in 
j  South  Africa,  and  under  some  mysterious 
!  influence  they  were  able  to  control  him. 
I  That  is  why  we  are  at  war.     It  is  due  to 
!  the  introduction  of  the  capitalist  element 
!  and  the  Tammany  system  into  politics  in 
this  country.     It  is  a  curious  thing  that 
!  it  is  to  the  aristocracy  of  England  that 
we  are  indebted  for  the  introduction  here 
of  the  cursed  Tammany  system,  and  the 
sooner  the  better  nature  of  Great  Britain 
reasserts  itself  and  vomits  this  evil  out  of 
i  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  this  country 
the  better  it  will  be. 


♦Mr.  H.  P.  PEASE  (Darlington)  r  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
this  Vote.  I  have  little  knowledge  in 
regard  to  military  matters,  but  I  may, 
perhaps,  crave  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  as  I  have  a  considerable  amount  of 
knowledge  of  the  working  men  of  the 
country,  having  been  in  touch  with  them 
for  a  numl>er  of  years.  There  appear  to 
me  to  be  three  classes  in  this  House  who 
criticise  adversely  this  Vote — those  whe 
believe  that  all  war  is  wrong,  who  beliefs 
that  this  Vote  will  increase  the  spirit  of 
militarism  in  the  country,  and  belief* 
that  war  is  opposed  to  Christianity.  Witfc 
these  honourable  Members  I  think  every- 
one must  feel  some  sympathy,  but  they 
sometimes  forget  that  there  comes  from 
the  same  source  as  Christianity  itself  tk* 
assurance  that  "  when  the  strong  men 
armed  keopeth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  is 
peace."  The  second  class  are  those  wbe 
believe  the  proposals  *of  the  Government 
are  either  inadequate  or  impossible. 
It  was  suggested  the  other  day  that 
it  would  be  right  for  us  to  hold  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  war,  bnt 
it  surely  would  not  be  wise  to  institufc 
such  an  inquiry  at  the  present 
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During  the  Crimean  War  an  inquiry  was  ;      Mr.    AUSTIN    (Limerick,    \V.)    said 
held  while  the  fighting  was  proceeding,  ;  that  the  Irish  Members  were  glad  of  the 
hut  it  was  of  no  use  whatever,  because  a    opportunity  of  raising  their  voices  against 
great  many  of  the  witnesses  whose  evi-    this    Vote,   but   he   did   so   on   different 
dence  was  material   to   the   Commission    grounds  from  some  of   his  hon.  friends. 
were  absent.     In  regard  to  the  proposals    He  looked  upon  this  question  from  a  civil 
of  the  Government  for  men  and  money,    point  of  view,  and  he  asked  himself  what 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two.     The  '  was  to  be  produced  by  the  war.      The 
policy  of  conscription,    in    my   opinion,    answer   was   a   permanent    tax    on    the 
ought    not  to  receive  any  support.     The    country.    What  was  the  policy  which  had 
money    question     is   very    difficult,    for  '  caused  that  permanent  tax  ?      They  were 
in  many  cases  the  people  of  this  country    told  that  the  war  had  been  brought  about 
will  not  1h»  inclined  to  give  very  large  i  by  the  Boers  not  paying  attention  to  the 
sums    towards    increasing    the    military  ,  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders.     The  Boeis 
armaments  at  the  present  moment.    Some    wore  an  ignorant  people,  but  at  least  it 
hon.    Members  suggested  that  it  would  i  was  recognised  that  they  were  a  Christian 
not  be  a  difficult  matter  to  get  the  men,    people,  and  professed  the  same  religion  as 
but   I  beg  to  differ.     I  venture  to  think    the  people   in   this  country.      Everyone 
there   will    be   considerable   difficulty   in    acquainted  by   correspondence   with  the 
getting    a    large    numlier   of     men    by    Boer  population  knew  that  ever  since  the 
invitation.     1   believe,    however,    as  has    war  commenced  they  had  shown   t hem- 
been     suggested      to     me     by     friends    selves   an     intelligent     race,     and    that 
in      the       north      of      England,      that ,  England    had    all    its   work  cut    out   if 
a    large     number     of     men     could     be :  she  hoped  to  suppress  the  independence 
procured  who  are  able  to  fight  and  shoot    they   were    fighting   for.      It   would  be 
in  the  interests  of   England,  if  rifle  clubs    strange  indeed  if  the  voices  of  the  Irish 
were  encouraged  ;  and   I   hope   that    the    Members  were  not  raised  on  behalf  of  a 
Government  will  do  something  material    people  whose  only  crime  was  fighting  for 
in  that  direction.     I  propose  that  a  con- '  liberty.     The  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
siderable    number  of    medals  should    be    sat  down  had  invited  the  Irish  Members 
given  every  year  by  which  the  best  class    to  London  and  the  English  villages.  They 
of  men  might  l>c  attracted  into  the  rifle  ;  did  not  want  to  go  to  English  villages  or 
clubs,  and  that  a   retaining  fee  should  be  (  to  London  ;   they   wanted  to   remain  at 
given  to  the  best  shots.     The  other  class  of  ]  home ;     but     if     they    were     compelled 
opponents  of  the  Government  proposals  is  (  to    come    to    London,    they  wished    to 
composed  of  the  Irish  Members.     It  seems  .  plead    for    the   cause    of    Ireland.      He 
to  me  perfectly  absurd  that  we  should  listen  ,  could   assure   the   hon.    Gentleman  that 
to  talk  from  these  hon.  Meml>ers  about  in- ,  if    he  came  to  Ireland  Irish    hospitality 
creasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  when  <  and   generosity   would   be  extended   to- 
we  know  that  they  wish  it  to  l>e  inefficient.  '  wards  him,  although  he  would  refuse  that 
It  makes  us  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  ■  to   the  Irish  Members  in    England  :    he 
world  that  we  should  have  to  listen  to  an    would  have   ample  scope  to  express  his 
hon.  Member  telling  us  what  we  should  do  !  opinions  and  would  go  back  without  any 
to  make  our  Army  efficient,  when  only  '  bodily  injury,  and  therefore  he  need  not 
three  days  before  the  same  hon.  Member  !  be  a  bit  afraid.     He  desired  as  a  civilian 
said  he  hoped  that  we  should  be  beaten  in  |  to  inquire  what  was  to  be  gained  by  this 
every  war  we  should  engage  in,  in  every    large  increase  in  the  military  forces  of 
part  of  the  glol>e.     And  then  he  talked  to  |  this   country.     An   increase   of    1 20,000 
us  about  Majuba  Hill-  -that  incident  which    men  meant  a  very  large  permanent  tax. 
everybody  admits  cast  a  shadow  on  a  page  ,  Those  who   searched  the  history  of   the 
of  our  military  history,  and  about  which  i  country  would  find  that  it  was  not  by 
we  do  not  care  to  hear  from  hon.  Members  I  great  armaments  that  England  gained  her 
from  Ireland  in  this  House.     I  venture  to    greatest  victories.     It  was  due  largely  to 
think  they  would  not  be  able  to  express    the  causes  she  had  been  engaged  in.     To- 
these  views  in  any  village  hall  in  England  |  day  she  had  departed  from  her  traditions 
or  in  any  hall  in  London.    We  know  what !  and  was  engaged  in  a  conflict  with  two 
these  hon.  Members  mean  when  they  ask  '  small  Republics   which    had   earned    the 
us  to  make  an  immediate  peace.     What :  sympathy   of   the  civilised   world.     The 
they    desire    is    that    they    should    see  J  war  had  been  the  work  of  one  gentleman 
the  end  of  the  British  Empire.  j  of    world-wide     notoriety,    and    looking 
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back  over  the  last  twenty  years  he 
wondered  whether  Mr.  Chamberlain  and 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  were  the 
same  person.  Inasmuch  as  Ireland  would 
have  to  pay  a  large  proportion  of  the 
cost  for  the  increased  armament,  he  pro- 
tested against  that  increase.  Irish  repre- 
sentatives had  been  taunted  with  the 
number  of  Irish  who  were  now  at  the 
front,  but  that  was  easy  to  explain. 
Taking  advantage  of  Ireland's  poverty, 
English  recruiting  sergeants  had  gone 
through  the  towns  and  through  the 
country,  and  with  their  seductive  tongues 
had  persuaded  the  poor  to  enlist,  and 
when  once  they  enlisted  the  Irish  did 
their  duty.  He  joined  with  his  col- 
leagues in  protesting  against  the  Vote,  as 
it  was  one  with  which  the  Irish  people  had 
no  sympathy  and  did  not  desire  to 
support. 

Mn.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
congratulated  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  resumed  his  seat  upon  the  concession 
he  had  made  to  the  Government  by  his 
remark  that  the  Irish  soldiers  at  the  front 
did  their  duty.  It  was  a  great  concession, 
although  he  did  not  suppose,  whatever 
views  might  be  expressed  in  the  House 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  representing  Irish 
constituencies,  that  Irish  soldiers  at  the 
front  would  do  anything  else.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
war,  but  it  was  idle  at  this  date  to  go  into 
that  subject.  The  war  was  due  entirely 
to  the  policy  of  vacillation  and  the  deter- 
mination of  Mr.  Gladstone  to  obtain 
votes.  He  also  congratulated  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  upon  his  not 
having  fallen  into  the  trap  of  compulsory 
service  or  conscription,  and  he  trusted 
that  he  would  in  future  always  avoid  it. 
No  form  of  compulsoiy  service  or  con- 
scription was  necessary  in  this  country, 
and  that  tjw  proved  by  the  fact  that 
whenever  there  was  a  prospect  of  war  or 
we  were  engaged  in  war  the  Government 
had  many  thousands  of  men  more  than 
they  required.  The  spirit  which  animated 
the  people  of  this  country  was  directly 
opposite  to  that  which  animated  any 
nation  in  the  world  except  the  Irish,  who 
always  came  forward  if  there  was  fighting 
to  be  done,  and  in  times  of  peace  devoted 
their  time  to  their  farms  and  their  land- 
lords. Conscription  gave  a  country  the 
very  worst  army  in  the  world.  Under  that 
system  were  obtained  a  certain  number 
of    average  men  who  for  the  most  part 

Mr.  Auxtin. 


were  not  fighting  men  at  all,  and  if  con- 
scription were  established  in  this  country 
the  Government  would  obtain  a  large 
number  of  peaceably  disposed  persons 
and  men  not  physically  so  fit  as  they 
obtained  under  the  present  system. 
Under  the  voluntary  system  now  in  vogue 
they  got  men  who  could  fight  or  who 
thought  they  could,  and  those  were  the 
right  men  to  secure.  He  had  seen  Conti- 
nental armies  weeping  in  battalions,  he 
might  say,  on  being  ordered  to  the  front 
Such  a  thing  was  never  seen  in  this  coun- 
try ;  the  men  who  come  forward  like 
fighting.  Therefore  he  hoped  that  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  and 
his  noble  chief  would  continue  to  resist 
the  insidious  temptation  to  establish  a 
compulsory  service.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  seemed  to  divide 
the  necessities  of  the  case  under  three 
heads — first,  the  defence  of  these  islands ; 
secondly,  the  necessities  under  our  foreign 
policy;  and,  thirdly,  South  Africa.  Of 
the  three  the  one  requiring  the  least 
attention  was  the  defence  of  these  islanis. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  call 
ou^t  the  reserves  for  that  purpose ;  nor 
did  he  think  there  was  any  necessity  for 
those  measures  of  defence  which,  to  quote 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  own  words,  were 
"required  not  as  a  defence  against  attack, 
but  as  an  insurance  against  the  fear  that 
might  spring  from  a  threat  of  attack." 
There  was  no  present  threat  of  attack 
and  no  present  ground  for  any  fear  at  all 
in  connection  with  the  safety  of  these 
islands,  which  were  amply  protected  as 
long  as  the  English  Fleet  remained  in  its 
present  condition.  Although  the  Army 
might  have  looked  a  little  better  than  it 
was,  the  English  Fleet  looked  a  great  deal 
worse  than  it  was  ;  it  was  his  conviction 
that  it  was,  in  fact,  immeasurably  superior 
to  any  other  navy  that  existed. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  consider  the 
future  of  these  islands  so  far  as  the  people 
themselves  were  concerned,  inasmuch  as 
these  islands  must  always  be  protected  by 
the  Fleet,  and  it  was  hardly  necessary  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  put  that  considera- 
tion in  the  forefront  of  his  policy.  The 
question  of  the  future  of  the  Empire 
would,  he  thought,  demand  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Government.  The 
Empire  was  about  to  pass  through  a 
period  of  menace.  Movements  were 
taking  place  on  the  Indian  frontier  on  the 
part  of  Russia,  and  also  in  the  heart  of 
Persia,    but    perhaps    the  most    serious 
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lace  of  all  was  the  suggested  making 
iolland  an  integral  part  of  the  German 
pire.  In  that  event  the  German  fleet 
dd  be  almost,  if  not  quite,  as  good  as 

own.  The  Germans  had  ships  and 
s,  but  still  they  had  no  navy.  They  had 
laval  traditions,  but  if  they  succeeded 
>btaining  Dutch  sailors  with  Dutch 
al  traditions,  and  put  them  into 
man  ships  to  work  German  guns,  the 
>le  face  of  Europe  woidd,  by  such  an 
lution,  be  entirely  changed.  That  was 
ing  for  which  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
jme  did  not  provide,  but  that  was  a 
ig  to  which  he  should  give  his  serious 
ution.  The  most  pressing  considera- 
was  no  doubt  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
;  war.  The  faults,  if  faults  there  had 
i,  arose  from  the  conviction  of  the  War 
3e  that  one  officer  was  just  as  good  as 
ther,  and  that  when  it  was  a  question 
boosing  a  general  any  general  would 

In  the  Navy,  when  a  man  lost  a  ship 
a  gun,  he  was  immediately  court- 
tialled,  but  in  South  Africa  we  had 
.  generals  who  apparently  could  not 
I  the  enemy  without  losing  a  thousand 
n  and  having  the  heads  of  their 
amns  blown  away  ;  yet  there  had  been 
hint  or  suggestion  that  the  generals 
mid  be  called  to  account.  It  was  the 
mediate  inquiry  or  court-martial  in 
\  Navy  which  made  that  service  so 
icient,  and  it  was  the  exactly  contrary 
stem  which  in  the  Army  constituted 
»  of  its  most  disastrous  defects.  In 
wth  Africa  we  wanted  probably,  first 
I  all  more  troops,  and  then  a  better 
aethod  of  choosing  the  generals, 
md  more  responsibility  fixed  on 
to  generals  when  they  were  chosen. 
He  had  no  desire  to  blame  our  generals, 
^though  they  were  not  beyond  blaming 
their  subordinates.  He  blamed  nobody. 
AD  he  desired  to  say  was,  if  such  a  system 
*w enforced  of  fixing  responsibility  on  the 
°?*k  of  the  Army  as  obtained  in  the 
™7»  we  might  expect  greater  success. 

Km  WILFKID  LAWSOX  (Cumber- 
jtod,  Cockermouth)  :  Those  who  vote  for 
he  men  who  are  now  asked  for,  vote 
or  the  policy  of  this  war,  and  as  I  object 
o  that  policy  I  object  to  vote  for  the 
tten.  \Ve  have  already  lost  a  vast 
"Hnber  of  men  and  a  great  deal  of 
Mney.  We  cannot  get  any  glory  after 
'hat  has  taken  place,  and  I  cannot  see 
hat  we  can  gain  any  profit;  and  when  we 
*k  a  little  abroad,  after  we  have  ceased. 


to  be  proud  of  what  we  are  now  doing, 
we  shall  know  that  nations  of  the  civilised 
world  will  condemn  us.  I  know  that  the 
people  at  large  think  that  something  may 
be  gained  by  this  war,  and,  that  being  so, 
it  behoves  us  to  see  what  we  are  fighting 
for.  Upon  that  1  will  just  quote  one 
sentence  which  appeared  in  The-  Times 
newspaper  in  September  last.  The  writer 
of  the  article  said — 

"  There  is  no  price  which  the  people  of  this 
country  are  not  prepired  to  pay  in  order  to 
vindicate  their  position  as  the  paramount 
power  in  South  Africa." 

[Cheers.  J  I  am  glad  to  hear  those  cheers, 
because  it  shows  that  the  object  of  this 
war  is  paramountcy  in  South  Africa. 
Now  what  does  paramountcy  mean  ?  1 
should  say,  without  looking  at  the 
dictionary,  forcing  upon  a  country  a 
government  it  does  not  want.  In  other 
words  it  is  tyranny.  It  may  be  that  the 
quotation  I  have  given  is  so  ancient  as  to 
cease  to  be  interesting,  therefore  let  me 
give  one  taken  from  a  speech  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton last  Friday.  Everybody  knows  that 
there  is  no  more  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
the  war  than  my  right  hon.  friend.  He 
had  been  dining  with  a  lot  of  soldier*  and 
made  an  after-dinner  speech.     He  said-  - 

"We  must  dismiss  as  unworthy  of  notice 
the  ridiculous  allegations  that  we  are  con- 
tending merely  for  a  h've  or  seven  years  fran- 
chise, or  the  redress  of  certain  grievances,  or 
for  some  point  in  the  negotiations  which 
diplomacy  might  have  adjusted.  The  Army, 
which  their  guests  that  night  were  to  join, 
was  righting  neither  for  gold  nor  territory,  but 
to  resist  and  defeat  a  supremacy  which  would 
l>e  a  standing  menace  anil  a  ceaseless  danger 
to  Great  Britain." 

And  he  concluded  with  these  words — 

"  We  bid  you  god-speed,  and  with  you  and  the 
vast  and  overwhelming  majority  of  the  British 
people,  we  reverently  add,  *  May  God  defend 
the  right ! "' 
i 
It  is  therefore  a  question  simply  of 
supremacy,  and  nothing  else  :  an  instance 
of  the  good  old  jingo  phrase  of — 

'   *'  The  good  old  rule  ....  the  simple  plan,' 
'      That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power, 
I      And  they  .should  keep  who  can."' 
i 

But  I  say  that  when  he  calls  upon  C4od  in 
.  this  matter  it  rather  gives  me  a  turn, 
i  because  1  do  not  think  the  Supreme 
.  Being  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  become 
I  an  accomplice  in  our  crime  and  cruelty  in 
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this    matter.      The    new    diplomacy    is ' 
dangerous  and  disgusting,  and  the  new 
religion  is  detestable.     I  will  not  give  my  j 
vote  in  support  of  a  policy  likr*  this.     I 
know    the    argument     at    the    present  ; 
moment  is  that  we  must  go  on  fighting 
because  the  Boers  have  got  our  territory.  \ 
Technically    that  seems    to    be  correct. 
But  it  is  defiance,  not  defence    it  is  the 
spirit  of  Imperialism  which  is  urging  on 
this  enterpris»o,  so  fraught  with  guilt  and 
danger  to   the  Empire.     Loixl  Kosebery,  ; 
who  certainly  ought  to  be  an  authority, 
says  at  present  it  is  a  question  of  life  and 
death.     I   agree   with   him   humbly.      I 
think  we  are  in  peril.     But  we  are  not  in 
peril   from   the    Boers,    or    from    those 
nations  to  which  he  alluded.     The  peril,  . 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  in  the   spirit  of  pride, 
vainglory,  and   hypocrisy  which  we  pray 
against  in  church  every  Sunday  so  ineffec- 
tually, and  which  has  taken  possession  of 
the  people  of  this  country.     The  Colonial 
Secretary  is  the  most  perfect  representa- 
tive of  that  state  of  feeling  we  have  ever 
had    in  this   country.       That    state    of 
feeling  has  already  led  to  the  most  disas- 
trous proceeding  of  modern  times  in  this 
country,  and  if  it  is  not  checked  it  will 
lead  to  further  disaster.      I  know  those 
who      are      carrying      on      this      war, 
the     Colonial    Secretary    and    his     col- 
leagues   or    accomplices,    say    they    are 
supported   by  the   vast  majority  of  this 
House  and  by  the  majority  of  the  country. 
If  that  were  not  so,  1  would  not  speak.    I 
feel  sure  there  are  many  men  on  this  side 
of   the  House  who  condemn  the  war  as 
much  as  T  do,  and  yet  they  honestly  and 
conscientiously  think  the  only  thing  is  to 
see   it   through.     With   all  deference    to 
those  hon.  friends  of  mine,  I  say  to  take 
that  course  is  to  obliterate  the  distinction 
between  right  and  wrong.     I  am  sorry  to 
< lifter  from  many  of  my  friends  who  take 
this  line,  but  I  cannot  take  it.     I  know 
that  opposition  to  this  war  is  unpopular. 
Wars    are    always     popular.      What    is 
]>opularity  ?      In   a    few    years    it    will 
matter  very  little  to  any  of   us  whether 
we  are   popular  or  not.     It  may  matter 
to  us  whether  we  were  right,  and  I  am 
sure  it  will  matter  to  us  whether  we  tried 
to  be  right  or  not.     In  that  view  I  hold 
it  to  be  our  duty  on  every  occasion,  by 
our  voice   and  by  our  vote,   to   protest 
against   the   policy    which    has    already 
involved   this  country  in  deep  disgrace, 
and  which,  if  persisted  in,  will,  I  am  sure, 
end  in  a  serious  national  disaster. 
Sir  Wilfrid  T~ 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  said  he  felt  it  utterly  impossible  to 
discuss  this  question  with  anything 
bordering  on  heat  or  passion.  His  views- 
with  reference  to  this  war  were  well 
known,  but  like  the  majority  of  Memlrers, 
he  had  very  dear  relatives  and  friends  at 
the  front,  and  their  jeopardy  compelled 
him  to  speak  with  as  much  temperance 
and  forlwarance  as  he  could.  There  was 
scarcely  a  man  in  the  Ilouse  who  had  not 
some  relatives  or  connections  at  the  front ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  made 
the  war  (the  Colonial  Secretary)  had  his 
relatives  and  connections  not  at  the  front 
but  on  the  Treasury  Bench.  He  was  not 
displeased  with  the  references  to  the  Irish 
soldiers  of  the  hon.  Mcml>er  for  King's 
Lynn.  The  Irish  soldiers  in  the  Army 
were  largely  Catholic  and  Nationalist 
peasants.  They  were  intensely  national. 
They  entered  the  Army  partly  from  tho 
spirit  of  fighting  and  partly  through  the 
necessities  of  their  case.  They  did  not 
interfere  with  politics.  They  recognised 
that  their  absolute  duty  as  soldiers  was 
to  obey  commands  and  not  interfere  in 
politics.  But  he  wondered  what  their 
feelings  would  be  when  they  learned  they 
had  been  praised  by  enemies  of  Ireland 
on  the  Tory  benches  to  point  an  attack  on 
the  Nationalist  Members. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  am  not 
an  enemy  of  Ireland. 

Mu.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  said  the  hon. 

Member  was  not  a  conscious  enemy  of 

Ireland.     The   hon.    Gentleman  did  not 

forget   that   the   reason  Wellington  and 

Peel   were   compelled  to  grant  Catholic 

emancipation  was  localise  Irish  Catholic 

soldiers    cheered     for   O'Connell    in   the 

streets    of    Limerick.      The    resentment 

of      Irish      soldiers      would      be      very 

great     when    they    learned    and    found 

|  out  that  they  were   used  as  the  instru- 

.  ments    of    a    political    party     in    thit 

House.      The  more  it  was  instilled  into 

the    minds  of    Irish  soldiers  that  they 

were   not  merely  doing  their  duty,  but 

that  they  were  political  agents,  and  had 

to  take  part  in  a  political  battle,  the  better 

for  those  who  wished  to  see  the  reston- 

1  tion  of  Ireland's  legislative  independence. 

|  On  Friday  night  he  asked  the  Under 

.  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  give  hto 

j  the  number  of  the  Irish  Militia  regiment* 

'  that  had  been  since  this  war  began  tran»- 

|  ferred  from  Ireland  to  England,  and  thfr 
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number  of  regiments  which   had  taken 
their  place.      The  numbers  were  given, 
and  he  then  asked  why  the  Irish  Militia 
regiments  who  stayed  at  home  were  not 
allowed  with  arms  in  their  hands.      No 
answer  was  given,  but  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast  said  it  was  because  they  were 
rebels.      The  explanations  given  by  the 
Under   Secretary   of    State  for  War  on 
Friday  night  were,  if  he  might  use  the 
expression,  '*  fudge."     At  the  time  of  the 
Union,  the  English  Government  sent  ten 
Irish  Militia  regiments  to  England  and 
sent   English   regiments    in   their  place. 
The  reason  for  that  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment   was     afraid     -  as    it    was    afraid 
now — to    have   Irish   regiments    in    Ire- 
land   with    aims    in    their     hands.      It 
▼as    a    reversal     of     the    whole     spirit 
of  the  Militia  that  they  should  be  taken 
away   from   Ireland  to  England,   and   it 
showed  that  the  Government  were  afraid 
to  trust  these  Irish  regiments.     The  hon. 
Member  had  given  most  elaWate  details 
of  the  various  provisions  he  intended  to 
make    with    reference    to    the    English 
Volunteers,  and  referred  especially  to  the 
improvement  of  their  rifle  ranges.      He 
wished  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  whether   he   would  allow  them  to 
have  Volunteer   rifle   clubs   in    Ireland. 
There  were  no  Volunteers  in  Ireland,  and 
such  was  the  dread  and  the  horror  the 
hon.   Gentleman   had   of  allowing   Irish 
regiments  to  have  aims  in  their  hands  in 
their  own  country,  that  even  the  Militia 
were  deported.    This  was  not  a  Christian 
war,  but  one  which  was  supported  by  a 
great  many  people  who  were  practically 
enemies   of  the  Christian  religion.      He 
Mieved   it  to  be  a  war  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  raiding  the  gold  mines,  and  that 
it  was   one  of  the  blackest  and  foulest 
transactions  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
The  last  time  he  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
the  war  in  that  House,  he  felt  sure  that 
the  war  would  be  a  "  walk  over,"  that  the 
British  would  be  in  Pretoria  in  ten  days. 
He  protested  against  it  then.    How  much 
more  did  he  protest  against  it  now,  when 
no  fewer  than  10,000  of  our  flesh  and  blood 
had  been    destroyed,  or  were  prisoners. 
[An   Hon.    Member:  No,   no!]    There 
vas  not  much  exaggeration  in  that  state- 
ment.   He  scarcely  knew  one  man  who 
wis  not  mourning  the  loss  of  some  rela- 
tive through  the  war,  and  when  it  was 
recollected  that  the  war  was  not  for  the 
wpsnsion  of  the  Empire,  but  was  simply 
to  get  gold  for  a  set  of  jobbers  on  the 


j  Stock  Exchange,  the  thing  became  in- 
tolerable.  He  never  sutacrihed  to  the 
doctrine  of  O'Connell  that  all  political 
I  movements  were  not  worth  the  shedding 
!  of  one  drop  of  human  blood,  but  he  did  say 
1  that  one  drop  of  human  blood  ought  not 
1  to  have  been  sacrificed  at  the  bidding  of 
1  any  Birmingham  Mars. 

,      Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
i  fordshire,  Lichfield) :  Like  many  Liberals 
i  on   this   side   of  the    House,    I  disagree 
:  with  most  of  the  speeches  made  by  my 
;  hon.  friends  around  mo.     Though  some 
.  of   us   may  agree  that   the  Government 
may  have  mismanaged  the  negotiations 
and  the  war  at  the  outset,  and  may  ex- 
i  press  that  opinion  in  our  votes,  yet  we 
are  determined  to  help  the  Government 
in  every  way  we  can  to  caiTy  the  war  to 
!  a   successful   issue.     I    utterly    disagree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eifion  Divi- 
(  sion,  who  said  he  believed  most  of  us  on 
,  this  side  of  the  House  were  anxious  for 
peace  at  once.     Yes,  we  are  anxious  for 
peace,  but    only    for    peace   on   honour- 
1  able    terms,    when    the    war    has    been 
(  brought  to  a   successful  issue.     A  great 
deal  of    this   scheme  is   good.     But  the 
unauthorised  part  of  the  programme,  the 
unpublished  part   of   the   programme,  is- 
1  coming   out   bit   by   bit.     The  additions 
1  which  have  been  made  to  the  comfort  of 
!  the   troops,    such   as    the   flannel    shirts 
1  which   have  been    asked    for,   the    small 
extra  pay  for  the  Militia-    all  these  things 
are  good  and  will  encourage  recruiting  for 
the  Army  and  Militia.     But  there  are  one- 
or  two  things  which  1   think  it  has  been 
,  agreed  by  most   Members  who  speak  on 
the  subject   will  not  bo   very  satisfactory 
in  their  results.     One  is  taking  out  the 
Volunteers  for  a  whole  month.     I  think 
'  the   Under  Secretary   for  War  will  find 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  Volunteer 
battalions  are  not  likely  to  come  out  for  a 
1  whole  month.     I  suggest  that  the  officers 
of  many   of  them  might   be  attached  to 
our  Militia  or  Lino  regiments.      It  wonld 
immensely  benefit  the  Volunteer  force  if 
the  officers  had  a  month's  such  training 
every   year  or  for  one  year.     The  great 
need,  I  believe,  on  the  part  of  Volunteer 
i  officers,    is  the  want    of  technical  know- 
ledge.    If  the  young  men  who  have  just 
I  joined,  or  who  have  done  a  year  or  two, 
were  taken  out  for  a  month  with  a  regular 
regiment,    they     would     at    least    learn 
their  drill.     I  further  want  to  ask  that 
some  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
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non-commissioned  officers.  It  would  en- 
courage non-commissioned  officers  im- 
mensely if  they  were  sometimes  made 
warrant  officers.  I  know  there  are  objec- 
tions to  that  promotion,  but  they  can  be 
easily  got  over.  Another  difficulty  in 
connection  with  the  Militia  and  the 
Yeomanry  is  that  their  instructors  have 
gone  out  to  South  Africa,  and  the  troops 
in  many  cases  have  been  left  with  nobody 
to  instruct  them.  I  hope  that  a  part  of 
this  scheme  will  be  to  supply  suitable  in- 
structors. Another  thing  I  object  to,  in 
an  important  part  of  the  scheme,  is  the 
way  the  Militia  is  to  be  embodied. 
What  we  want  is  that  there  should  be  a 
force  available  almost  at  once,  or  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  have  pressed  that  some 
Militia  regiments  should  be  embodied  at 
once.  The  answer  is,  where  is  the  bar- 
rack accommodation  1  Surely  it  would  be 
better  to  hire  a  building  somewhere  and 
put  the  troops  in,  or  to  put  them  into 
your  artillery  or  cavalry  barracks,  than  to 
wait  until  after  the  time  they  are  wanted 
before  they  are  embodied.  I  think  the 
scheme  for  embodying  the  whole  of  the 
Militia  for  three  months  during  the 
summer,  will  be  a  very  heavy  tax  on  the 
country,  and  will  be  bad  for  the  recruit- 
ing of  the  Militia,  because  it  will  take 
men  away  from  their  work  for  three 
months,  and  will  in  no  way 
conduce  to  the  present  defence  of 
the  country.  By  the  time  they 
have  done  their  training  it  will  be 
getting  on  towards  the  end  of  the 
summer,  when  I  hope  many  of  the  troops 
will  be  coming  home  f-om  South  Africa. 
I  propose  that  instead  of  embodying  the 
whole  50,000  for  three  months  in  the 
summer,  5,000  or  6,000  should  be 
embodied  at  once;  that  would  be  more 
conducive  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Militia 
and  the  present  protection  of  the  country, 
which  is  the  great  object  of  the  scheme. 
Many  things  are  done  in  this  scheme  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Reserve  forces, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  for  the  per- 
manent improvement  of  the  Reserve 
forces  if  you  take  out  the  Militia  for  three 
months  when  work  is  most  plentiful.  I 
hope  that  part  of  the  scheme  will  be 
modified,  so  that  we  may  have  more 
troops  out  at  once  and  the  men  called  out 
for  a  shorter  period  at  a  time  when  they 
have  plenty  of  work. 

Mr.    ATHERLEY-JONES    (Durham, 
N.W.) :  I  feel  impelled  to  rise  because  of 

Mr.  Couxtrnay  IFarner. 


the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Cockermouth  Divi- 
sion. He  seemed  to  suggest  that  it 
is  impossible  for  anyone  who  does 
not  agree  with  the  policy  on  which  this 
war  is  founded  to  vote  in  favour  of  the 
necessary  force  to  enable  the  Government 
to  carry  it  to  a  successful  conclusion. 
I  venture  entirely  to  differ  from  that. 
We  have  had  this  war  thrust  upon  us 
much  against  our  own  will,  and  under  the 
conviction  that  it  would  have  been  per- 
fectly possible  to  avoid  it.  But  having: 
entered  on  this  war,  we  of  the  Liberal 
party  feel  that  to  withdraw  from  the  war 
at  the  present  time — except  upon  terms 
consistent  at  least  with  the  dignity  of 
this  country — would  be  to  lay  up  in 
future  a  still  greater  disaster  for  the 
country.  That  is  sufficient  justification 
for  us,  who  take  the  view  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  this  war  being 
entered  upon,  in  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment. This  1  will  say,  that  from  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  or  perhaps 
from  the  commencement  of  the  disasters, 
the  efforts  which  have  been  made  by  the 
Government  have,  in  my  judgment,  and 
I  think  in  the  judgment  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  been  more 
than  commensurate  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Government  for  this,  because  if  you  err  it 
is  well  to  err  on  the  safe  side  ;  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  profound  regret  we  have  had  to 
listen  to  such  a  speech  as  that  which  fell 
from  the  lips  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn.  We  may  be  sitting  com- 
fortably in  our  luiiet  homes,  reading  in 
T/ie  Times  newspaper  the  vivid  descriptions 
of  the  war  correspondents,  and  we  may 
be  inclined  to  criticise  our  generals  some- 
what harshly,  but  if  a  general  is  to  have 
the  terror  of  a  court  martial  hanging  over 
his  head  all  the  while  he  is  conducting 
his  operations  it  would  be  little  short  of 
an  absurdity,  and  would  be  ludicrous  if  it 
were  not  so  offensive.  But  it  matters  a 
great  deal  more  when  a  gentleman  hold- 
ing a  high  position  under  the  Crown,  and 
on  the  responsibility  of  a  Foreign 
Minister,  shrugs  his  shoulders  and 
indulges  in  language  of  panic  and  terror, 
which  in  itself  constitutes  the  strongest 
possible  condemnation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  is  nothing  to  render  us  appre- 
hensive of  the  future  condition  of  our 
country.  1  said  a  minute  or  two  ago 
that  the     Government's    measures     for 
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the  defence  of  this  country  were  more  '  increase  of  land  forces  by  twelve 
than  commensurate  with  the  necessities  I  battalions  is  required  ?  I  recognise  the 
of  the  case,  and  I  do  ask  the  Under !  admirable  spirit  in  which  the  Govern  - 
Secretary  for  War  why  he  has  not  given  i  ment  have  responded  to  the  feelings  of 
us  some  explanation  of  this  permanent  \  the  country  in  respect  to  the  preparations 
increase  in  the  Army.  I  do  not  mean  of  i  for  bringing  this  war  to  a  successful  con- 
the  skeleton  machinery  for  the  artillery  elusion.  It  is  not,  however,  the  duty  of 
and  Army  service,  because  that  is  per-  this  country  to  maintain  a  great  military 
fectly  justified,  but  1  do  not  understand  i  force,  and  I  think  you  can  rely  for  the 
why  there  should  be  a  permanent  increase  ',  most  part  upon  the  spirit  which  has  been 
of  twelve  battalions  of  infantry.  I  ven- ,  shown  by  all  classes  of  the  community  in 
ture  to  remind  the  House  that  the  land  '  responding  to  the  appeal  of  the  Govern- 
forces  of  the  British  Empire  amount  to  j  ment.  I  think  that  this  money,  if  it  is 
something  like  9*50,000  men — 1  think  ,  to  bo  spent  at  all,  should  l>e  spent  in 
that  is  the  grand  total.  We  know  that---  ;  further  developing  the  defences  of  the 
apart  from  the  defensive  forces,  which  i  Empire,  and  it  would  be  spent  with  much 
are  more  than  adequate  —  the  demand  ,  more  justice,  reason,  and  permanent  good 
for  colonial  defences  has  been,  in  accordance  ,  if  it  were  employed  in  f  urther  strengthen  - 
irith  the  considered  policy  of  the  Govern-  .  ing  the  naval  forces  of  this  country. 
ment,    steadily    decreasing.      So    far  as 

Canada  is  concerned  it  is  defended,  to  all  in- .'    _,        TATTXT    «Armm     „.  ,. 

tents  and  purposes-I  believe  that  in  Hali-i    *SlR    J0HN    COLOMB    (Groat    \ar- 


fax  there  is  a  small  Imperial  garrison,  but  J  mouth) :  With  reference  to  the  remarks 
that  is  not  in  Canada — by  colonial  forces; ;  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
and  if  I  am  not  wrong,   I  believe  it  was  '  down,  I  should  like  to  make  one  or  two 


contemplated  in  1896  that  all  Imperial    observations.     He  savs  that  he  does  not 

troops  should  be  withdrawn  from  *ataJ,  ■  what   lieC08rity  * there    ig    for    anv 

and  the  whole  tendency  of  our  colonial  pol-      ....  ,,_,     «      f  -  .   , 

icyformanyyears  past  has  been  to  decrease   "Iditoon  t0  the  la»d  forcos  <>f  ^  country 

the  number  of  our  Imperial  forces.  There- ,  at  aU-    I  ^P6  he  Wl11  pardon  mc  if  I  just 

fore,  assuming  this  war  is  brought  to  an  ]  bring  before  the  House  as  shortly  as  I 

end,  and  supposing  that  we  should  bring  |  can  some  reason  why  this  addition  should 

about  a  settlement  of  the  war  upon  hon-  ■  be  made.     The   hon.    Member   has   said 

ourable  and  durable  terms  of  peace,  then  |  that    we    have    a    limited     land     fron- 

I  would  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  ,  tier,   and  that,   therefore,    the   necessity 

for  War  this   question — Why  is  there  to  .  for  the  military  defence  of  this  Empire  is 

be  this  increase  of  120,000  men'?  And  why  ,  a     small    one.       I     think     the     House, 

do  I  press  this  question  ?     Because,  in  my  ,  and      the     country     generally,     realise 

opinion,  there  is  nothing  in  the  condition  ■  now  that  it   is   a   primary  condition    of 

of  the  Empire  which  indicates  any  neces-  i  our    existence    as    an    Empire  or  as   a 

aty  for  an  increase  of  our  land  forces.     I ;  country   that    we    should   rule   the   sea. 

think  in  saying  this  that  I   am   stating  \  But  suppose  that  we  have  a  force  sufti- 

vhat  is  common  knowledge;  but  I  would  j  cient  and  necessary  to  do  that  in  face  of 

venture  to  remind  the  House  that  there  is  ;  any  considerable  or  reasonable  combina- 

practically  no  land  frontier  to  any  portion  j  tion.     What  would  be  the  position  of  the 

of  the  British  Empire  except  the  northern  •  Empire  then  1     It  would  be  this — that 

frontier  of  India  and,  to  judge  by  recent    while  on  the  other  hand,  the  possession 

events,  the  frontiers  in  South  Africa.  But '  of  an  adequate   sea  force   to  meet  the 

a  comparatively   small    force  would   be  '  naval  conditions  then  in  existence  would 

sufficient  to  hold  our  Indian  Empire  in  ]  unquestionably   secure   us   against   inva- 

tofety  against  the  attacks  of  any  foreign  \  sion,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  our 

Power.     If,  then,  with  the  exception  of  j  commerce  and  our  trade  under  these  cir- 

tie Soudan  and  South  Africa,  the  northern  ■  cumstances  1     While  naval  supremacy  can 

frontier  of  India  is  the  only  land  frontier  I  secure  the  paralysis  of  the  effective  war 

wfceh  it  is  necessary  to  protect,  I  would  !  power  of  the  enemy  in  any  bulk  on  the 

*A  the  hon.  Gentleman  this  question —  I  sea,     in    these     days    of    steam     naval 


it  for  the  purpose  of  contingencies 
Ul  the  Soudan  or  in  South  Africa,  or  is 
11  for  the  purpose  of  contingencies 
Hn?*here     else,     that    this    permanent 


supremacy  cannot  guarantee  our  trade 
and  commerce  against  a  certain  amount 
of  predatory  attack.  What  that  amount 
would  be  we    do  not    know  —  in    anv 
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•case  it  may  not  be  very  much,  but  in  the  i  hand.  I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of 
•case  of  a  great  commercial  Empire  like  j  this  House  to  one  point,  at  all  events, 
•ours  it  is  not  actually  necessary  for  great  j  that  has  been  elicited  by  my  getting  up. 
physical  damage  to  be  done  to  merchant  It  is  a  peculiar  and  ordinary  nature  of  the 
shipping  to  produce  commercial  paralysis,  \  procedure  in  this  House  that  while  the 
ana  for  this  reason :  it  is  the  moral  effect  i  principles  of  the  defence  of  this  Empire  is 
upon  your  business  or  trade  and  commerce  j  a  complex  question  and  can  only  be  dealt 
that  is  your  real  danger,  and  a  very  real  I  with  properly  by  considering  the  Army 
danger  it  is,  although  you  have  naval !  and  Navy  together,  the  rules  of  this  House 
supremacy.  I  will  take  up  that  position,  I  put  me  practically  in  a  position  in  which  I 
and  I  am  not  going  to  detain  the  House  I  cannot  aeal  with  the  question  at  all.  We 
long.  What  would  be  the  effect  upon  !  have  had,  as  a  recommendation  to  pass 
freights  and  insurance  ?  j  this  Vote,  references  made  to  certain  per- 

i  manent   military  arrangements,  some  of 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member  .  which  are  based  upon  the  supposition  of 
.must  really  confine  himself  to  the  Army  I  an  impending  invasion.  Under  these 
Vote.  What  he  is  discussing  would  •  circumstances  perhaps  I  shall  be  in  order 
Apply  more  to  the  Navy  Vote.  !  in  following  ray  hon.  friend  upon  that. 

My  hon.  friend  says  we  are  to  provide 

*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  :  It  is  one  of  the  j  some  extra  forces  to  replace  garrisons  and 
difficulties  of  this  House  that  we  have  j  troops  which  have  gone  out  of  the  country  in 
cbefore  us  a  Vote  to  meet  the  danger  of  war,  order  to  secure  ourselves  from  an  impending 
and  we  are  told  that  part  of  this  money  is  invasion.  Whether  invasion  is  possible 
to  go  for  military  forces  to  resist  an  inva-  j  or  not  is  a  naval  question,  and  I  am  de- 
«ion.  But  the  possibility  of  invasion  is  a  |  barred  by  the  rules  of  the  House  from 
naval  matter.  I  quite  recognise  the  justice  j  dealing  with  it.  But  perhaps  I  may  be 
of  your  decision,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  per-  in  order  in  dealing  with  the  references  of 
.haps  I  can  put  myself  right  in  this  way.  j  the  hon.  Member  with  regard  to  this 
Without  going  into  the  naval  and  com-  matter.  He  says  that  you  must  provide 
.mercial  question,  I  think  I  am  in  order  in  i  this  military  force,  and  spend  this  money 
saying  that  if  you  conceive  a  condition  in  :  to  secure  yourselves  from  invasion  while 
which,  by  reason  of  a  state  of  war,  injury  ,  your  Fleet  is  away.  I  ventured  when  he 
is  being  inflicted  upon  your  commerce  and  :  said  that  to  interject  the  query  "  where  ? n 
your  trade,  obviously  it  must  be  of  the  To  that  he  answered  that  your  Fleet  will 
dfirst  necessity 'to  terminate  that  war;  be  off  your  enemy's  coasts  or  facing  the 
that  is  my  position,  I  am  trying  to  keep  ■  enemy's  fleet.  But  does  my  hon.  friend 
within  the  rules  of  order.  I  will  take  the  |  realise  what  that  means  ?  Docs  he  realise 
position  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  com- !  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  enemy, 
mercial  interests  of  this  country  to  ter-  under  such  circumstances,  to  even  contem- 
minate  a  state  of  things  that  would  be  plate  the  sending  of  a  great  military  expe- 
injurious  to  our  commerce  and  our  trade,  dition  across  the  water  1  In  explaining  to 
Our  first  necessity  will  be  some  ready  ;  this  House  how  it  was  that  he  could  not 
means  to  terminate  the  war,  and  by  what  i  send  more  troops  suddenly  to  South  Africa, 
imeans  can  you  terminate  it  ?  Your  Fleet  my  hon.  friend  very  properly  reminded 
•cannot  do  it ;  it  cannot  inflict  very  much  '  the  House  that  you  could  only  send  a 
damage  upon  the  fortified  portions  of  your  I  limited  number  of  troops  out  of  the 
enemy's  country.  Your  Fleet  is  your  ■'  country  in  a  week  on  account  of  the  dim- 
shield,  and  your  Army  is  the  spear  j  culties  of  embarkation.  He  pointed '  out 
-which  strikes.  If  the  proposals  of  the  \  that  there  are  not  quays  enough  or 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  harbours  or  facilities  enough  to  send 
<were  carried  out  we  should  have  a  strong  j  more  than  a  limited  number  on  this 
Fleet,  but  I  want  to  know  under  those  |  account.  I  really  do  ask,  when  the 
conditions,  if  you  have  no  army,  how  long  Government  is  beginning  to  make 
would  this  country  submit  to  that  state  j  arrangements  for  further  local  defences 
of  things.  The  cost  of  the  insurance  of.  I  in  this  country,  my  hon.  friend  to 
freights  would  rise  and  you  could  not '  reconcile  his  position.  His  posi- 
<;ompete  in  foreign  markets.  If  you  have  |  tion  is  that  we  are  to  spend 
no  military  force  to  strike  and  terminate  |  money  on  garrisons,  and  add  to  our  local 
.a  war,  then  I  think  the  commercial  down-  garrisons  and  means  of  military  defence, 
.fall  of  this  Empire  would  be  close  at  because  the  Fleet  in  a  time  of  war  will  be 
Sir  John  Colomb. 
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the  enemy's  coasts  and  facing    the 

emy,   and  how  on  earth  under  those 

nditions  the  enemy  is  suddenly  to  send  ; 

arge  army  over  here  to  invade  us  I 

ist  ask  my  hon.  friend  to  explain.     My 

n  impression  is  that  there  is  an  infinite 

iste  of  the.  resources  of  the  State  being 

ent  on  a  supposed  condition  of  things 

lich  in  war  can  have  no  real  existence. 

igree  with  what  fell  from  the  right  hon. 

wtleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 

ten  he   said  that  if  your  Fleet  cannot 

fend  you  from  invasion  you  are  lost, 

cause  when  the  maritime  conditions  are 

eh  that  there  might  be  a  huge  military 

pedition  sent  across  the  seas  to  attack  us 

'should  l>e  in  a  position  that  would  hardly 

worth  defending.  Our  Empire  is  locked 

t — our  commerce  and  trade  is  gone.     I 

11  repeat  the  question  which  I  have  put : 

ven  a  state  of  things  pictured  by  him- 

If — that  is,  a  state  of  war  —our  Fleet  off 

e  enemy's  coast  and  facing  the  enemy's 

et,    I    ask    him    to    explain     to    this 

ouse   why    uuder   those  circumstances 

e    must     be    prepared    with   a    great 

ilitary    defensive    army  ?       I    say,    in 

inclusion,  that  this  question  has   been  , 

pproached  too  much  in  the  hon.  Gentle- 

ian's  speech,  and  in  this  House,  from  the 

lint  of  view  of  this  home  part  of  the 

mpire  only  in  relation  to  war.      If  we 

innot  be  master  of   the  sea  we  are  not 

iaste«*  of  our  own  Empire.     If  we  are  > 

raters  of  the  sea  we  cannot  be  invaded. 

he  great  necessity  of  our  Empire  is  the 

ieepingopen  of  our  water  communications, 

and  when  my  hon.  friend  tells  us  that  we 

must  have  this  great  military  expenditure 

and  this  great  military  force  to  resist  a 

probable  invasion  at  home,  does  he  not  see 

ttat  he  supposes  the  rest  of  the  Empire  is  . 

entirely  isolated  ]    His  whole  hypothesis 

» to  defend  the   United    Kingdom,   be- 

cw»e  we   cannot   rely  upon   our   Fleet 

to  prevent  an  attack  upon  the   United 

Kingdom  by  a  huge  military  force.    Such 

•proposal  is  really  an  intimation  to  our  ; 

lilies  that  we  are  looking  to  ourselves, 

**!  that  they  must  shift  for  themselves. 

I  *<mld  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that , 

ftcently  we  have  had  an  awakener  in  this  , 

^pect  which   I  hope  the  Government , 

fjfcliaes,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  j 

*«*  future  in  the  hope  that  the  true  policy  i 

°f  this  country  will  lie  to  come  to  some 

arrangement  with  the  outlying   portion 

°f  the  Empire  to  help  to  provide  a  Fleet 

efficiently  strong  to   maintain    our  sea 

*upremacv  in  the  face  of  all  the  world, 

tod  that  having  done  that  the  next  stage, 


and  the  one  which  concerns  the  War  Office, 
is  that  we  shall  maintain  an  adequate 
Army  of  sufficient  mobility,  composed 
perhaps  of  men  furnished  by  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies  alike,  which 
would  be  capable  of  offence  and  of  termi- 
nating any  war  the  continuation  of  which 
might  be  disastrous  to  our  commercial 
position  and  to  our  ilmpire.  We  do  not 
want  an  army  to  sit  down  behind  fortifica- 
tions and  take  part  in  local  defence  only, 
but  we  want  an  army  in  a  position  to  be 
able  by  striking  to  terminate  a  war  if  our 
trade  and  commerce  are  threatened,  and 
the  only  weapon  in  our  hands  capable  of 
doing  this  is  a  mobile  military  force. 

*Mk.  TULLY(Leitrim,  S.):  I  think  we 
who  represent  Irish  constituencies,  and 
who  are  sent  here  by  Irish  votes,  would 
not  be  doing  our  duty  if  we  did  nob  avail 
ourselves  of  every  opportunity  to  protest 
against  this  war.  The  people  who  sent 
us  here  are,  as  far  as  we  can  gather  from 
personal  association  with  them,  almost 
unanimous  against  this  war.  They  think 
it  is  an  iniquitous  and  unjutt  war,  and 
one  which  is  being  waged  from  the  l>ase«t 
of  human  motives.  I  have  seen  the 
statement  in  the  papers  that  this  war  has 
been  promoted  by  the  greed  for  gold.  We 
in  Ireland  object  to  naving  to  pay  the 
extra  expense  for  troops  and  munitions 
of  war  which  you  require  to  carry  on  this 
struggle.  It  has  been  stated  that  there 
is  in  the  Transvaal  an  enormous  quantity 
of  gold.  I  think  it  was  stated  in  one 
instance  that  there  was£200,000,000  worth 
of  gold  in  the  Transvaal.  You  are  waging 
this  war  to  get  hold  of  and  control  that 
enormous  quantity  of  gold,  and  with  that 
object  you  carry  on  this  war  and  make 
great  sacrifices  and  an  enormous  lo.ss  of 
blood  and  treasure  in  order  that  you  may 
succeed  in  beating  down  the  resistance  of 
those  two  Republics.  But  when  you 
have  succeeded,  after  a  desperate  struggle, 
in  defeating  the  two  Boer  Republics  in 
the  held  1  think  you  will  have  to  reckon 
with  the  nations  of  Europe,  who  are 
jealous  of  your  power,  and  who  will  not 
quietly  submit  to  your  getting  hold  of 
this  enormous  quantity  of  gold.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  in  fighting  the  Boers 
you  are  fighting  not  only  the  troops  of 
President  Kruger  and  President  Steyn, 
but  you  are  fighting  the  picked  officers 
of  Europe,  who  have  been  sent  out  by 
European  nations  to  oppose  your  getting 
control  of  the  enormous  quantities  of 
gold  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Trans- 
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vaal.     Wo  in  Ireland  object  to  having  to  ; 
pay  for  this  raid  for  gold  mines  in  the  ! 
Transvaal,  and  as  long  as  we  are  Members  ( 
of  this  House  we  shall  use  every  means  ! 
in  our  power  to  protest  against  this  war,  I 
jftid  the  means  you  have  adopted  to  carry  ' 
it   out.      One   hon.   Gentleman    on   the 
opposite   side  of    the   House  stated  the 
other  day  that  English  Members  should 
not  tolerate  Irish  Members  speaking  in 
this  House  on  the  question  of  the  war.    It 
is  a  curious  state  of   things   that,  after  i 
you  go  to  war  in  the  Transvaal  for  the 
purpose  of  enfranchising  the  Uitlanders, 
Members  of  this  House  should  wish  that ! 
Irish  Members  in  this  Parliament  should  i 
not  be  allowed  to  speak  on  this  subject.  ! 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  not  showing 
any  remarkable    consistency,    especially ' 
when  it  comes  from  the  hon.  Member  for  , 
Darlington,  who  is  a  strong  advocate  for 
war,  and  who  is  a  monument  of  incon- 
sistency himself  ;  as  he  is  a  member  of  a 
well-known  Peace  family. 

Mr.  H.  P.  PEASE :  I  did  not  say  that. 

♦Mil.  TULLY :  The  hon.  Member  dis- 
putes that. 

*\I  R.  H.  P.  PEASE :  I  did  not  say  that  at 
all.  What  I  said  was  that  the  remarks  made  ' 
by  Irishmen  with  regard  to  the  Majuba  in- 
cident would  not  be  listened  to  in  any  other 
place  in  England  except  in  this  House. 

♦Mr.  TULLY:  Why  are  we  brought 
here  to  this  House,  for  we  do  not  come 
here  of  our  own  free  will  ?  You  have 
had  this  war  going  on  for  nearly  five 
months,  and  you  are  always  claiming  that 
you  are  winning  victories.  After  being 
told  of  a  victory,  Napoleon  once  said — 
"If  you  have  won  a  victoiy,  where  are 
your  prisoners."  I  ask,  after  all  the 
victories  you  have  won,  where  are  your 
prisoners  ?  The  prisoners  seem  to  have 
all  been  taken .  by  the  other  side.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  says  that  we 
should  go  through  the  villages  of  England 
and  express  our  views  against  this  war. 
I  might  extend  a  similar  invitation  to 
him,  and  ask  him  to  come  over  to  Ireland 
and  ask  the  people  there  if  they  arc  will- 
ing to  give  their  consent  to  spending 
money  in  order  to  grab  the  gold  mines  of 
the  Transvaal.  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  would  be  inclined  to 
accept  that  invitation.  We  know  very  well 
how  the  soldiers  that  you  recruit  in 
Ireland  are  treated  both  during  the  war 

Mr.  Tally. 


and  after  the  war.     We  know  how  our 
Crimean  veterans  have  been  treated,  and 
we  know  how  they  have  been  left  to  live 
on  the  rates  in  Ireland  at  the  expense  of 
the  ratepayers.     It  was  only  to-day  that 
the  case  of  an  Irishwoman  who  had  seven 
sons  serving    in  the  British  Army,  and 
who   is   an   inmate   of    a  workhouse  in 
Derbyshire,  was  brought  under  the  notice 
of  this  House.     That  is  the  way  you  treat 
the  people  who  allow  their  relatives  to  go 
and  fight  for  your  supremacy.     The  scan- 
dalous way  in  which  you  treated  the  men 
who  fought  for  you    in   the   Crimea  is 
without  parallel.     I  remember  two  years 
ago,  when  on  a  cycling  trip  in  France,  I 
came  across  a  man  who  was  occupying  a 
very  good  position,  who  said  he  had  served 
as  a  private  in  the  French  Army  in  the 
Crimean  War,  and  he  showed  me  a  medal 
he  got  from  Queen  Victoria.     I  told  him 
that  he  was  in  a  very  fortunate  position, 
because  in  Ireland  the  privates  who  fought 
in  the  Crimea  were  mostly  to  l>e  found  in 
the    workhouses.      The    Irishmen    who 
have  gone  out  to  this  war  will  be  treated 
when  they  come  back  just  in  the  same 
way  as   the   soldiers  who  went  out  and 
fought  for  you  against  .Russia  during  the 
Crimean   War.      You   have  treated  the 
Militiamen  in  Ireland  very  badly.     Yon 
have  sent  them  to  the  front,  although  a 
Militiaman    always    believed    when    he 
joined  that  he  could  not  be  sent  out  of 
these  islands.     And  yet  you  sent  out  two 
or  three  months  ago  to  South  Africa  very 
early  in  this  business  a  number  of  these 
men  to  the  front  who  never  believed  that 
they  would  have  to  go  to  South  Africa  to 
fight  as  Regular  troops.     They  have  gone 
to  the  front  and  left  many  of  their  rela- 
tives penniless,  and  we  have  to  maintain 
and  feed  in  my  parish  out  of  the  rates 
many  of  the  families  who  were    depen- 
dent on  these  Militiamen.     I  say  that  it 
is  a  monstrous  state  of  things  that  these 
people  arc  now  a  charge  upon  the  rates 
in  Ireland,  and  that  is  sufficient  to  make 
them  hostile  to  this  war.     As  long  as  you 
have  this   state  of  things   you  aro  not 
likely   to  get  many  recruits  in  Ireland 
under  your  new  scheme.     We  are  told 
that  this  scheme  is  the  only  alternative 
to  conscription,   and  hon.    Members  on 
the  opposite  benches  have  been  denounc- 
ing conscription.     In  regard  to  this  war, 
up  to    quite  recently    this    House  wa» 
almost  as  gloomy  as  a  graveyard,  but 
since   the  news  arrived  on  Friday  night 
that  Kimberley   had  been  relieved  hon- 
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have  been  restored  to  the  use  of 
ch.  A  lot  of  them  were  advo- 
nscriptiou,  and  we  were  told 
he  Under  Secretary's  proposals 
ing  in  the  necessary  number  of 
3  was  no  alternative  except  con- 
But  if  you  adopt  that  policy 
extend  conscription  to  Ireland  ? 
the  message  that  we  must  take 
istituencies  ?  Of  course  conscrip- 
ot  always  objected  to  by  the 
•  the  lower  classes,  but  it  is 
bjected  to  by  the  small  oligar- 
are  in  power.  In  France  when 
conscription  it  led  to  the  over- 
,he  tyranny  of  the  French  kings. 
reformer  once  said  that  the 
hy  the  French  were  so  en- 
in  the  defence  of  their  country 
every  man  had  not  only  got  a 
had  also  got  the  land.  It  is 
n  the  peasants  have  got  the 
you  can  get  them  to  fight  as 
i  the  countries  where  they  have 
on.  You  are  sending  out  a  large 
f  Irishmen  who  are  placed  at 
r  of  some  of  the  generals  whom 
heard  so  severely  criticised 
ebate.  I  object  to  having  Irish- 
,  out  as  mere  bullocks  to  the 
to  be  butchered  at  the  instance 
s  who  have  very  little  idea  of  the 
i  of  modern  warfare.  We  have 
e  to-night  a  statement  as  to  how 
■s  spend  their  time  at  polo  and 
nis  and  other  games  of  that 
n  instead  of  attending  to  the 
duties  of  war.  We  have  seen  in 
the  complaints  which  have  been 
>ut  the  want  of  good  maps  of 
try  between  the  Tugela  and 
h.  General  Buller  has  gone 
e  Tugela  several  times,  and  he 
back  several  times,  and  the 
as  that  there  were  no  good  mili- 
s 

>EAKER :  The  question  of  the 
iiaps  does  not  arise  here. 

ULLY :  The  officers  have  spent 
onths  in  that  country  before 
s  invested  Ladysmith,  and  they 
made  any  maps.  I  suppose  they 
ir  time  playing  polo.  I  say  that 
have  been  put  under  officers 
show  the  same  lack  of  intelli- 
military  matters.  I  heard  the 
t  here  the  other  night  made  by 
Member  for  Battersea  that  you 
cognise  in  the  Army  the  brains 
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among    the     non-commissioned    officers. 

You  run  your  Army  recruiting  from  two 

classes,  the  aristocrats  and  the  labourers, 

and  therefore  you   do  not  recognise  any 

brains  in  the  non-commissioned  officers  by 

giving  them   commissions,  and   there   is 

no  promotion  from  the  ranks.     This  is 

a  proof  to  my  mind  that  your  army  is 

rotten  as  a   social    institution,  and   you 

are      running     it     to    keep      up      the 

present  state  of  things,  and  the  present 

distribution  of  wealth  in  England.  If  you 

had  conscription,  and  if  every  man  could 

I  use  a  rifle,  do  you  think  the  people  would 

'  tolerate  for  one  moment  the  present  dis- 

!  tribution  of  wealth  1    When  we  go  home 

i  at  night  we  find  poor  wretches  sleeping 

|  under  the  archways  and  the  bridges 

I  *Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  mast  again  ask  tno 
i  hon.  Member  to  confine  his  remarks  to 
I  the  question  before  the  House. 

'    *Mr.  TULLY :  I  apologise    for  travel- 

!  ling  away  from  the  point  before  me,  but 

,  the  interruptions  of  hon.  Members  oppo- 

i  site  caused  it.      I  think  this  point  about 

i  the  officers  is  one  of  considerable  import- 

|  ance,  especially   when   Irish  soldiers  are 

,  sent  out  to  be  put  under  the  command  of 

I  officers  who  are  absolutely  unacquainted 

:  with  the  details  of  their  business  in  time 

:  of  war.     I  remember  reading  in  The  Times 

I  two    days     after     the     ultimatum    was 

|  delivered   several  letters    written    by    a 

I  Dutch    Cape    Colonist.       Surprise     was 

I  then    expressed    that    these    two    small 

Republics  should  he  filled  with  the  idea 

that  they  could  resist  for  a   month  the 

great  resources  of  this  Empire.     That  was 

published  in  The  Times  to  show  how  much 

they  derided  the  Boers,  and  this  writer 

wrote  some  very  remarkable  letters  which 

have  been  absolutely  borne  out  by  what 

has  taken  place  between  that  date  up  to 

the  present.     He  stated  that  a  few  weeks 

after  the  war  England  would  find  herself 

reduced  in  the  estimation  of  the  world  to 

a  position  almost  like  that  of  Spain  from 

a  military  point  of  view.     These  letters 

were  published  by  The  Times  as  a  matter 

of  derision,  and  they  were  replied  to  by 

one  of  the  generals  now  commanding  in 

South   Africa.      He  wrote  a   very  short 

letter  replying  to  this  Dutchman,  in  which 

he   referred   to   the  want  of  brains  and 

intelligence  in  the  Dutch  who  dared  to 

make  the  assertion  that  the  Boer  Republics 

would  not  be   wiped  out  in  the  month. 

This  very  general  was  sent  to  the  front 
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and  was  put  in  command  of  our  Con-  j 
naught  Rangers  at  Colenso,  where  our 
men  were  absolutely  decimated;  and  I 
remember  a  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Bennett  Burleigh,  in  which  he  said  these 
men  while  under  fire  were  sent  out  to  j 
mark  the  regular  distances  of  the  men 
from  each  other.  Upon  this  Vote  I 
believe  I  cannot  refer  to  your  defective 
arms,  but  upon  the  other  Vote  I  intend 
to  refer  to  the  matter  of  inferior  rifles, 
artillery,  and  powder 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
will  not  be  in  oitler  in  discussing  these 
matters  now. 

♦Mr.  TULLY  :  Upon  the  next  Vote  I 
shall  strive  to  offer  some  remarks  on  that 
aspect   of  the   case.     At  present    I   will 
fonfine  myself  to  just   one  or  two  brief 
remarks  in  conclusion  as  to  why  we  Irish- 
men are  opposing  this  Vote,  and  why  we 
should  take  every  possible  opportunity  of 
doing  so.    We  object  to  this  Vote  because 
the  people  in  Ireland  are  entirely  against 
it.     The  people  who   have  placed  us  in 
this  House  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
are  entirely  opposed  to  this  war,  and  they 
object  to  paying  any  extra  taxation  for 
it,  and   as  long  as  we  are  sent  here  we 
should  not  be  discharging  our  duty  if  we 
did   not     raise   our    voices    upon    every 
possible  occasion  to  object  to  this  expen- 
diture.    We  further  object   to  this  war 
and  to    the  proposals  before  the  House 
because   we   consider  they  are   not    put 
before   us  in    a    manner   which    should 
render    them   acceptable.      We  are  told 
in  one  breath  that  these  are  the  last  pro- 
posals that  will  be  made,  and  if  they  are 
not   a   success   that   we  must   have  con- 
scription.    They   will   not  be  a    success 
as     far    as     Ireland    is     concerned     in 
getting  any   more  men.      The  way  you 
have      treated     the     men     you     have 
got   will    be   no    inducement    to    Irish- 
men to  come  forward.     I  think  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  will  be  inade- 
quate, and  will  not  serve  the  purpose  in 
view.     We  also  complain  that  when  you 
get  the  men  from  Ireland  and  send  them 
to  the  front  you  put  the  Irish  regiments 
in  the  most  dangerous  positions,  and  they 
are  generally  exposed  to  the  brunt  of  the 
fighting.      The   percentage   of   Irishmen 
killed   in    this  war  far  exceeds  the  per- 
centage of  either  Englishmen  or  men  of 
other  nationalities,  and  so  long  as  that  is 
the  case  you   will  not  get  recruits  in  Ire- 


land  when  they  know  that  they  will  be 
treated  in  this  manner.  After  the  way 
some  of  your  officers  have  acted,  you  need 
not  expect  that  you  will  get  any  further 
recruits  from  Ireland.  On  these  grounds 
I  desire  to  again  raise  my  protest  and 
object  in  every  possible  way  to  this  Vote. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  associating  myself 
with  the  hon.    Members  on  this  side  of 
the    House   who  have   protested  against 
the  passing  of  the  resolution  now  before 
us.     I  believe  we  are  now  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  week  of  the  war,  which  has  l>een 
undertaken,  we  contend,  entirely  against 
the  wishes  of  the  Irish  people.     It  has 
been  undertaken    unjustly,    and,    so  far 
at    least,  it    has    turned     out    unprofit- 
able    to     the     fair      fame     and     good 
name  of  this  country.     We  have  a  con- 
stitutional right  to  express  our  opinion 
upon  every  subject  which  comes  before 
the  House.     Some  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  appear  to  think  that  we  should 
not  interfere  at  very  great  length  in  what 
are  treated  from  time  to  time  as  purely 
Imperial  questions.     I  must  express  my 
personal   regret   that   we   have,   so    far, 
fallen  in  with  the  views  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  for  we  have  not  interfered 
very  much  in  matters  affecting  other  por- 
tions of  this  great  Empire.     But  on  the 
present   occasion   the   situation   presents 
itself  entirely  in  a  different  light,  because, 
apart  from  the  question  of  the  financial 
aspect  of  the  war,  or  the  financial  burden 
which   will    be   cast    upon    us,    a   great 
number  of  our  kith  and  kin  have  gone  to 
the  front,  and  the  House  contemplates  a 
further  call  upon  the  men  from  Ireland  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  which   the   Boer 
marksmen  have  made  in  your  great  Army. 
Therefore  I  contend,  in  the  first  place, 
that   we    are    amply   justified,    notwith- 
!  standing  anything  that  has  been  said  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  object  to  our  interference  in 
taking  part   in   this  debate.      The   hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  this  motion  has 
endeavoured  to  explain  away  the  objec- 
tions we  have  raised  both  in  regard  to  the 
men   and  the  money.     It   will   be  very 
hard  for  gentlemen  opposite  to   explain 
the  blundering,  the  incapacity,  the  want  of 
foresight,  and  the  want  of  judgment  which 
have  characterised  the  Department  of  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  House  is  the 
representative.      During   the   debate  we 
had   in   Committee   last  week   the  hon. 
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ber  was  literally  l>ombarded  from  j 
wn  side  of  the  House  with  sugges- 

some   of    them   in  favour  of   his  [ 
>n,    some    modifying   it   and    some  : 
ising   it  most   sharply ;   and    I  cer- j 
7  felt  a  considerable  amount  of  sym-  i 
-  with  him  in  the  difficulty  he  must ' 
had  to  explain  the  different  points  J 
;ht  under  his  notice  by  bon.  Gentle-  ] 
on  his  own  side.     I  regret  to  say  | 
the    hon.    Gentleman    seemed    to  j 
'C  a  good  deal  more  practical  assist- ' 
from  the  Liberal  Members  than  he  | 
rom  many  of  his  own  followers  and  , 
Is,  and  in  this  connection  I  would 
o  say,  as  a  Nationalist,  that  I  regret 
mely  that  the  great  Liberal  party  of  ' 
md  has  not  had  the  courage  to  stand  ! 
r  the  rights  and  freedom  of  a  gallant ' 
e.     We  object  to  the  passing  of  this  j 
>n  because  it  is  almost  certain  that  j 
n  templates  the  enlistment  of  more  - 
nen  in  the  British  Army.    We  think 
you  have,  in  the  past,  treated  Irish-  j 
who  have  joined  your  Army  very  ; 
-.     Time  after  time  I  have  brought 
r  the  notice  of  this  House  the  case  of  ' 
who  have  served  you  in  the  past, 
who  had   sacrificed  their  health  and  i 
igth,  and  almost  their  very  lives,  in 
terrice  of  this  great  Empire,  and  the  ; 
Gentleman's  replies,  on  all  occasions,  ; 

entirely   unsympathetic.      In    the 
re  of  things,   if  these  examples  are  , 
up  in  the  small  towns  and  villages 
'eland  they  will  not  tend  to  induce  , 
men  to  join  your  ranks.     Of  course, 
bon.  Gentleman  is  not  personally  to  ; 
e   for   these,   for  there  are  a  great  i 
j     demands    made    upon    the    War  i 
e  ;    but  despite  that,  the  solid  fact ' 
ins    that   in    the   small   towns   and 
ges   in   Ireland  and   in   your  work-  \ 
es  we  have  instances  of  the  niggard-  \ 
s  and  meanness  of  the  War  Office. 

R.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
in  order  in  referring  to  that  subject.    , 

:r.    j.    p.    farrell  :   i    win ; 

savour,  Sir,  not  to  transgress  the  j 
s  of  order,  and  if  I  am  told  that  I  am  > 
in  order  in  mentioning  these  cases,  1 1 
not  persist  for  a  moment  in  contra- i 
ing  your  ruling.  I  think  the  hon.  . 
itleman's  department  would  be  well ! 
iaed  if  it  acted  more  generously  in  i 
$  of  this  kind  in  the  future  than  in  ; 

Et     Now  I  come  to  another  branch  j 
discussion.    The  Vote  before  us  j 


contemplates  increasing  the  Militia  ana 
the  Volunteers.     First  as  to  the   Militia. 
In   Ireland    we    have    different    Militia 
battalions  throughout  the  country  which 
are    embodied  for    a  few    weeks   every 
year    for   the   purposes   of  training.      I 
observe   that    the    hon.    Gentleman    in 
charge  of  the  Vote  made  it  part  of  his 
excuse  for  transferring  Militia  battalions 
from  Ireland  to  England  that  there  was 
not   sufficient  barrack   accommodation  in 
Ireland.     That  is  an  argument  which  is 
absolutely   untenable.     I  have    personal 
knowledge  of  three  country  towns — the 
headquarters  of  Militia  regiments — and  I 
say  that  the  barrack   accommodation  in 
these  towns  is  ample  for  battalions  three 
times  the  size  of    the    battalions  trans- 
ferred to  this  country.     Take  Longford, 
formerly  the   headquarters  of  an  entire 
regiment,  always  the  headquarters  of  a 
cavalry  brigade.     There  was  no  reason  on 
the  ground  of  barrack  accommodation  for 
sending  the  local  Militia  regiment  away 
from  their  native  town  to  the  South  of 
England.     The  same  may  be  said  of  Mul- 
lingar,    which   is  considered  one  of  the 
largest  outlying  military  stations,  apart 
from    the    Curragh,   and  the  same  may 
also  be  said  ;of  Cavan,   which  I  have  the 
honour  to   represent.     The  excuse  that 
these  regiments  had  to  be  transferred  for 
want  of  sufficient  barrack  accommodation  is 
absolutely  untenable.     On  the  contrary, 
the  real  reason  is  because  you  would  not 
trust  the  Irish  Militia  with  arms  in  their 
own    country.      English   regiments  have 
been  sent  to  Ireland,  and  it  is  perfectly 
idle  for   the  hon.  Gentleman  to  contend 
that  we  have  not  ample  room  for  all  the 
needs   of  the   case.     If   these  Irish  regi- 
ments were  left  at  home  a  great  many  of 
the  charges  of  kidnapping  Militia  regi- 
ments for  active  service  would  have  been 
avoided,  and   as   for  any    danger   to  the 
Empire    occurring    by    reason  of  a  few 
Militia   regiments    being   embodied    the 
idea   is  grotesque  and   absurd.     We  are 
also  asked  under  this  Vote  to  provide  for 
an  increase  in  the  Volunteer  force.     In 
Ireland  we  have  no  Volunteer  force  at  all, 
and  we  are  asked  to  provide  for  an  in- 
crease in  a  force  which  does  not  exist  in 
our  country.     In   1782  we  had  a  Volun- 
teer   force,    and    we    secured    a     large 
measure  of  local  independence,  and  ever 
since  you  have  been  afraid  to  trust  young 
Irishmen  with  the  opportunity  to   learn 
the   use   of   fireams   or  a   knowledge   of 
drill,  unless  they  join  your  recruits  from 
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Whitechapel  and  other  places  in  regi- 
ments of  the  Line,  or  join  the  Militia,  or 
take  other  means  equally  objectionable  to 
them.  It  is  a  perfect  scandal  to  ask  Irish 
Members  to  assent  to  raising  the  status 
of  your  Volunteers,  while  you  brand 
their  countrymen  with  inferiority,  and 
will  not  give  them  facilities  to  be  trained 
or  allow  arms  in  their  hands.  How  can 
you  expect  that  we  will  look  with 
favour  on  this  proposal  to  turn  your 
Volunteers  from  a  civil  into  a  military 
force  1  The  whole  objection  to  this  Vote 
on  our  part  is,  however,  a  national  ob- 
jection. We  believe  that  the  war  in 
which  you  are  engaged  is  unholy 
and  unjust;  that  it  has  been 
undertaken,  not  for  freedom  and 
liberty,  but  that  it  is  the  direct  outcome 
of  a  secret  plan  and  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  capitalists  in  the  City  of  London 
to  take  away  under  the  pretext  of  obtain- 
ing freedom  for  the  LTitlanders  of  Johan- 
nesburg the  liberties  of  a  people  in  order 
that  they  themselves  may  grab  the  100 
tons  of  gold  which  underlie  the  environs 
of  that  city.  We  protest  against  this 
war,  if  I  may  so,  without  any  intention  of 
being  profane,  on  more  holy  grounds.  We 
maintain  that  a  war  such  as  this,  which 
could  have  been  avoided  by  friendly 
negotiation,  is  a  crime  against  the  laws  of 
God  and  man.  Look  at  the  danger  of 
letting  loose  the  passions  of  war  on  a  new 
country  such  as  South  Africa.  You  have 
three  races — British,  Dutch,  and  Native. 
»Vhat  would  be  the  terrible  and  awful 
consequences  if  by  your  thirst  for  gold 
the  savage  races  were  let  loose  on  the 
white  settlers.  We  protest  against  this 
war  as  unrighteous  and  unjust.  I  do  not 
say  there  may  not  have  been  some 
justification  for  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  particular  white  men  in 
the  Transvaal,  but  it  was  not  sufficient 
to  lead  to  the  sacrifice  of  two  thousand  of 
your  soldiers  and  the  maiming  of  five  or 
six  thousand  more.  I  pass  by  the  pres- 
tige of  this  Empire — that  is  no  concern 
of  mine.  I  have  no  feeling  of 
Imperialism.  I  only  wish  for  the  good  of 
the  country  of  which  I  am  one  of  the 
representatives,  and  from  this  war  no 
good  can  come  to  our  country.  We 
are  a  small  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  you  call  it,  we  are  in  a 
minority  in  this  House  and  are  unable  to 
affect  the  course  of  Imperial  events  ;  but 
if  we  cannot  affect  that  course  and  bring 
this  war  to  a  speedy  and  correct  con- 

Mr.  J.  1\  FarrelL 


elusion  we  will  at  all  events  have  cleaned 
from  our  hands  and  put  from  our  doors 
the  allegation  that  we  have  been  any- 
party  to  this  unholy  and  unjust  war,  and 
when  the  historian  of  the  future  deals  with 
the  matter  from  a  broader  point  of  view 
I  sincerely  believe  and  trust  he  will  pay 
a  tribute  of  grateful  recognition  to  the 
efforts  a  few  Irishmen  have  made  in  this 
House  to  put  before  this  great  Empire  and 
the  world  the  fact  that  we  believe  the  war 
to  be  unjust  and  improper  and  that  as 
such  it  ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.)  said  he 
wished  to  move  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£12,000,000.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Financial  Sec- 
retary to  the  War  Office  to  several 
answers  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  to  questions  he  put  to  him  in  con- 
nection with  War  Office  finance.  The 
first  of  the  series  related  to  a  man  who* 
had  served  in  South  Africa,  had  been  in- 
valided home,  and  had  there  been  treated 
in  the  most  scandalous  fashion 

I  Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
I  Members  were  not  present  (Mr.  J.  r. 
!  Farrell).  House  counted,  and  forty 
I  Members  being  found  present, 

I      Mr.  FLAVIN  (continuing)  said  he  was 
much   in   the   same  dilemma  as  he  was 
i  before,    because     there    was    no    repre- 
sentative   of  the    War    Office    present; 
I  but    he    would     address     his     remarks 
generally     to     the     House.        He    pro- 
I  tested  against  the  Vote  of  an  increase  of 
l  120,000   men   to    the    Army  because  a. 
;  large  proportion  of   the   men   would  be 
i  drawn  from  Ireland,  just  as  a  large  pn> 
|  portion  of  the  200y000  men  at  present  itt 
,  South  Africa  were  drawn  from  the  Irish 
i  people.     What  was  very  strange  about 
|  the  whole  of  this  question  was  that  great 
i  temptations  were  offered  to.  induce  men 
:  to  join  the  Army,  but  when  they  verr  : 
I  invalided  home  after  service  they  wero 
j  treated  with   no   consideration.     Within 
j  the   last  week  an  Irish  Militia  reservM* 
j  was  invalided  home.     He  fought  in  two* 
,  of    the  principal    battles.      In   the  firafc 
engagement  a  bullet  went   through  hi* 
|  helmet,  and  in  the  second  he  was  verf 
j  badly  wounded  in  the  leg.      This  mtfr 
j  being  of  no  further  use  to  Her  Majesty* 
>  was  sent  home,,  and,  if  his    infonnatfa* 
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correct*  he  was  only  allowed  six- 
e  a  day  pension.  But  before  going 
3Uth  Africa  he  was  entitled  to  six- 
e  a  day  pension,  so  that  he  was  now, 
gh  invalided  for  life,  only  in  the 
j  position  as  l)efore  he  volunteered  to 
>  the  front.  He  held  that  that  was 
lutely  a  shame.  The  man  was 
ied  too,  and  that  made  the  case  forty 
sand  times  worse.  The  Financial 
Jtary  to  the  War  Office  said  the 
r  day  that  no  father,  mother,  sister 
•other  of  a  Reservist  could  get  any 
fit  if  he  were  killed  or  injured,  but 
provision  would  be  made  for  the 
of  a  married  man.  He  (the  hon. 
tber)  could  not  see  where  the 
■ence  came  in,  and  why  provision 
Id  not  be  made  for  an  aged  father 
other. 

R.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
;  direct  his  attention  to  the  question 
re  the  House. 

R.  FLAVIN:  Yes,  but  when  they 
j  asked  to  vote  120,000  men  and 
a  they  saw  that  inducements  were 
•ed  to  men  to  go  to  the  front,  that 
3  provision  was  to  be  made  for  their 
esentatives,  he  wanted  to  protest 
nst   these   men   being    thrown    into 

workhouses  when  they  came  home 
lided.  He  would  ask  the  War 
e  did  they  consider  in  common  jus- 
uid  humanity  that  a  man  invalided 
life,  whether  he  was  unmarried   or 

was  sufficiently  rewarded  with  a 
ion  of  6d.  a  day,  while  in  the  same 
:  a  much  higher  pension  was  given 
policeman  who  happened  to  get  his 

broken. 

il  SPEAKER  asked  the  hon. 
iber  to  confine  his  attention  to  the 
tion  before  the  House. 

R.  FLAVIN  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
inue  the  discussion,  but  only  wanted 
how  how  the  money  levied  on  the 
ic  was  given  away  in  excess  in  one 
and  niggardly  in  another.  Here  was 
)or  Irish  soldier  who  went  to  the  ' 
t  and  sacrificed  his  life,  and  when  he 
rned  to  this  country  he  was  starved 


j  by  the  War  Office  authorities  with  a 
j  pension  of  6d.  a  day  !  That  was  a  policy 
,  they  would  not  fall  into  in  Ireland.  If 
'  the  Government  thought  that  a  bed  in  a 
workhouse,  with  workhouse  fare,  was 
good  enough  for  a  man  who  sacrificed  his 
life  in  South  Africa,  then  it  was  the  duty 
1  of  the  Irish  representatives  to  expose  the 
case  in  the  House  of  Commons.  But 
there  was  a  broader  question.  He  main- 
tained that  it  was  absolutely  unnecessary 
to  call  out  the  120,000  men  asked  for  in 
this  Vote.  The  British  population 
in  the  Transvaal  was  said  to 
be  120,000,  as  against  125,000  Boers  ; 
and  in  the  Orange  Free  State  6,000  or 
7,000  against  70,000  Boers.  In  the  two 
Republics,  roughly  speaking,  the  Boer 
fighting  men  would  only  be  one-fourth  of 
the  total  population,  or  about  50,000 
men  ;  while  owing  to  the  few  women  and 
children,  the  men  of  fighting  age  amongst 
the  Uitlanders  in  the  two  Republics  would 
be  one  half,  or,  say,  60,000  men.  If  that 
was  the  case,  there  would  be  10,000  more 
British  fighting  men  in  the  two  Republics 
than  Boers.  But  there  was  a  British 
Army  there  of  200,000,  and  he  thought 
it  was  most  unfair,  unjust,  and  in- 
human to  pit  260,000  men  against 
50,000  farmers.  It  was  a  most  unequal 
struggle,  and  the  surprise  was  to  him 
that  the  Boers  had  not  been  wiped  out  of 
South  Africa  two  months  hence.  But, 
instead  of  that,  the  Boers  would  be  two 
months  hence  as  strong  as  they  were  to- 
day, although  the  British  had  had  a 
nominal  victory.  It  was  very  difficult 
for  hon.  Members  to  imagine  what  war 
meant.  It  was  impossible  for  them, 
sitting  upon  their  easy  seats  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  imagine  its 
horrors.  The  hardships  which  the  rank 
and  file  had  to  endure  bordered  on  the 
inhuman.  He  always  had  protested  and 
should  continue  to  protest  against  the 
war,  and  that  being  so  he  should  vote 
against  the  Government  upon  this 
motion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  164  ;  Noes, 
32.     (Division  List  No.  22.) 


a,  William  (Gateshead) 
dale,  Edward  Mervyn 
>ld,  Alfred 

inson,  Rt.  Hon  John 
qr,  Jamas  (Walworth) 
d,  John  George  Alexander 


AYES. 

Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch,r.) 
Barry,Rt.Hn.A.H.S.-(Hunts.) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bethell ,  Commander 
Billaon,  Alfred 
Blakiston-Houston,  John 


Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,Capt,  II.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Broadlmrst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
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Bullard,  Sir  Harry  \ 

Caldwell,  James 
Carlile,  William  Walter  ! 

Cavendish, V.  C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Chamberlain,  Rt. Hon. J. (Kir.)  , 
Chamberlain,.!.  Austen  ( Wor. ) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  J.  C.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Davies,  Sir  HoratioD.(Chathin 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
)orington.  Sir  John  Edward     ' 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Drucker,  .V. 

Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Kgerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
KUiot,  Hon.  A.  Raluh  Douglas 
Faber,  (Jeorge  Denison 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert  ! 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Baimatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  .Johnson 
Gartit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred.        j 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnG.J.(StGeorge's  [ 
(iray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  H.  D.  Shrewsbury) 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (J.     j 


Abraham,  W.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  R.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo.  S.) 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

EngTedew.  Charles  John 


Resolution  agreed  to. 


Hanbnry,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Ed  w  Rrodie(  Ham  (istead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  .James  H.  Cecil 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Keuyon,  James 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,'  Lieut.* -General 
Lawrence,SirE.Darning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leese,SirJosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Sbadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cu mining 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Middleraore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Robt.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmthn.) 
Morton,  A.  H.'  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hu.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

NOES. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumlierland) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Malley,  William 


j   Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
I   Pilkington,  SirG.  A.  (Lanes.) 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
1   Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Curzon 
|   Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
j   Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
;   Purvis,  Robert 
j   Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
!   Richardson,SirThos.(Hartle»1 
I    Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
I   Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
:    Roll  it,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
I    Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
!   Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
'    Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
,   ShawStewart,M.H.(Renfrew) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
I    Smith,James  Parker(Lanarks. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
'    Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
1    Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
!   Thomas,  David  A*  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
,   Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray   j 
|   Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
j    Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
;    Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Wilson,  Fredk.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvil,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young  Commander  (Berks,K.) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Pan i ell,  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeith) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tully,  Jasper 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  Em4 

Tellers  fqr  the  Noes— 
Captain  Douelan  and  Mr* 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


SUPPLY  [K5th  February]. 
Resolution  reported : — 
Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 

1899-1900. 
"That     a     Supplementary    sum,    not 


exceeding  £13,000,000,  be  granted  ** 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  o£ 
March,  1900,  for  additional  expenditure 
in    consequence    of    the  *  war  in    Sottfl* 
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Africa,  in  respect  of  the  following  Army 
services,  viz : — 

£ 

Vote  1.     Pay,  &c,  of  the  Army    2,400,000 

Vote  2.  Medical  Establish- 
ments :  Pay,  &c 70,00 ) 

VoteS.     Militia:  Pay,  &c.    ...        250,000 

Vote  4.  Yeomanry  Cavalry  : 
w  Pay  and  Allowances  *...  5,000 

Vote  5.  Volunteer  Corps :  Pav 
and  Allowances        ...        ."..  15,000 

\*ote  0.  Transport  and  Ke- 
monnt*  5,000,000 

Vote  7.  Provisions,  Forage, 
and  other  Supplies 3,000,000 

Vote  8.  Clothing  Establish- 
ments and  services    500,000 

Vote  51.  Warlike  and  other 
Stores 1,(>00,000 

Vote  10,  Works,  &c. :  Cost 
(including  Start' for  Engineer 
Services)  150,000 

Vote  13.  War  Office  Salaries 
and   Miscellaneous    Charge*  10,000 


Total 


£13.000.000." 


Resolution  rend  a  second  time. 

Mr.  FLAVIN,  in  moving  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £12,000,000,  said  he 
would  not  admit,  having  regard  to  the 
financial  relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  that  the  House  was  justified 
in  giving  the  Government  the  odd  million, 
but  he  only  proposed  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  £1 2,000,000.     It  was  because  of  the 
bravery,   kindness,  and  courtesy   of  the 
Boers,  as  shown  by  the  correspondence  of 
General  Joubert  to  Sir  George  White  on 
the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  lamented 
soldier,    General  Symons,  that  the  Irish 
Memliers  protested  against  the  war,  and 
under  the  circumstances  it  was  hard  for 
the  Irish  not  to  sympathise  with  them. 
I" rider  the  Convention  of  1884  they  were 
given  their  freedom,  and  Great  Britain 
through  her  Ministers  admitted  that  she 
had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  country.   The  franchise  was 
an  internal  matter,  but,  even  if  it  was  not, 
before   the  war  broke  out  an  offer  was 
made  to  Great  Britain  to  reduce  it  from 
fourteen  to  five  years,  which  was  the  same 
term  which   this   country   extended    to 
aliens  who  desired  to   become  citizens, 
feit  in   Ireland  the  case   was  different ; 
this  country    had    for  years  and  years 
denied  the  people  the  franchise,  and  they 
<*>uld  not  forget  that  Ireland  once  had  a 
parliament  and  freedom  like  the  Trans- 
Va*l  That  freedom  was  taken  from  them, 
;ud  though  they  were  not  strong  enough 
t0  regain  their  independence,  they  could 


not  but  feel  for  a  brave  people  whoso 
only  crime  was  that  they  were  fighting 
in  defence  of  their  country  and  their 
liberty.  If  the  franchise  was  the  griev- 
ance which  had  brought  about  the  war, 
why  was  it  not  made  a  grievance  by  Ger- 
many and  America,  both  of  whom  had 
many  subjects  in  the  Transvaal  ?  They 
did  not  intervene  to  redress  that  grievance, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  they  had  not 
the  same  ambition  to  possess  the  gold  mines 
which  underlay  the  action  of  Great  Britain. 
What  would  be  the  position  of  this 
country  when  the  war  was  over,  even 
supposing  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the 
Transvaal  were  annexed  ?  How  were  we 
going  to  recoup  ourselves  for  the  expense  ? 
Were  the  people  of  those  countries  to 
be  taxed  for  the  war,  and  the  tax  col 
lected  by  keeping  an  army  there  twice  as 
large  as  it  had  been  necessary  to  keep  in 
Ireland  since  she  had  been  robbed  of  her 
parliament  I  Ireland  had  been  sul>- 
servient  to  this  country  because  she 
could  see  no  way  out  of  her  difficulty. 
All  her  brawn  and  muscle  had  been 
driven  from  the  land,  but  every  one  who 
had  been  compelled  to  seek  a  home 
abroad  had  multiplied,  and  for  every  ten 
they  could  now  count  in  foreign  lands 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  entitled  to  go  into  the  history  of 
Ireland  to  illustrate  the  state  cf  South 
Africa 

Mu.  FLAVIN  only  desired  to  illus- 
trate the  circumstances  which  compelled 
Irish  Members  to  vote  against  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  Although  Ireland  had  been  sub- 
servient to  this  country  the  Boers  would 
not  be.  Men  there  had  left  their  all  in 
order  to  defend  their  country,  and  in 
many  cases  the  women  had  gone  to  the 
front  as  well  as  the  men,  and  there  was 
no  such  splendid  patriotism  as  that  which 
prompted  the  women  of  a  country  to  fight 
for  its  freedom  beside  their  husbands  and 
their  sons.  It  was  said  that  the  war  was 
entered  into  in  order  to  obtain  freedom, 
i  justice,  and  fair  play.  If  that  was  so, 
there  was  an  appendage  to  the  British 
Empire  much  more  nearly  situated  to 
Great  Britain  than  was  the  Transvaal, 
which  might  well  be  given  civil  rights 
and  civil  liberty 

1    *Mu.  SPEAKER:  I  must  remind   the 
hon.   Member  that  there   is  a   Standing 
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Order    against    irrelevancy  and   tedious 
repetition. 


Estimate*. 


Mr.  FLAVIN :  My  point,  Sir,  is  that 
if  this  war  is  undertaken  with  the  view 
of  establishing  equal  justice  and  civil 
rights,  and  the  platform  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  equal  rights  and  civil  liberty,  that 
policy  might  be  extended  to  portions  of 
the  Empire  more  nearly  situated  to  this 
country 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  And  that  is  exactly 
what  I  pointed  out  was  irrelevant. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  do  not  desire  to 
pursue  a  controversial  subject.  I  will 
merely  point  out  that  there  are  many 
hardship",  from  which  Ireland  suffers 
which  the  Government  refuse  to  redress, 
and  therefore  hon.  Members  who  repre- 
sent Ireland  will  protest  by  their  voices 
and  their  votes  against  the  sum  asked  for 
by  the  motion  before  the  House  being 
granted  to  the  Government.  The  great 
danger  to  the  British  Empire  is  that  it  is 
like  a  long  rope  on  which  a  con- 
tinued strain  will  be  kept.  A  breakdown 
will  come  at  some  time  or  another.  As 
soon  as  those  two  Republics  come  under 
British  rule,  where  are  you  going  to  get 
compensation  1  If  it  be  true  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Free  State  and  the 
Transvaal  burghers  have  sold  their  rights 
in  the  mines  to  capitalists  in  France, 
Germany,  and  Russia,  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment what  position  will  they  find  them- 
selves in  when  the  war  is  over.  Up  to 
now  no  foreign  Power  has  had  any  direct 
interest  in  those  Republics.  If  Continental 
capital  is  invested  there,  is  it  not  common- 
sense  to  believe  that  the  moment  you  are 
victorious  representations  will  be  made 
by  the  ambassadors  of  France,  Germany, 
and  Russia  to  protect  the  interests  of 
their  capitalists  who  have  invested  in 
those  countries  1  Then  how  will  the  Govern- 
ment get  compensation  for  the  war  ?  I 
have  only  one  opinion  of  the  war — that 
it  is  unnecessary  and  unjust,  that  it  is  an 
inhuman  war  against  liberty,  and  that  it 
is  a  war  which  is  carried  on  not  to  give 
equal  liberty  or  civil  rights  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Transvaal,  but  to  take  away 
their  independence,  for  the  sake  of  captur- 
ing the  gold  there  is  in  the  country. 

*Mr.  TULLY:  I  rise  to  second  the 
reduction.  On  this  question  of  the 
tvar  we  have   been    absolutely  straight ; 


|  we    have     been     against     the    v 

'  the    time,    and    will     remain    sc 

,  in  Ireland  know  what  will  be  the 

t  of  the   policy   you  are  pursuing 

Transvaal.      The    policy    you    ai 

1  pursuing  in  the  Transvaal  is  the 

1  you   pursued  in    Ireland,  and   tl 

results  will  be  achieved.     I  am  afi 

1  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Governm 

!  be  to  create  another  Ireland    in 

Africa.     The  purport  of  this  Vc 

!give  £13,000,000  to  the  War  C 

expend  on   men,  armaments,  an< 

i  tions  of   war.     I  ask  hon.  Gentle 

they  think  the  War  Office  as  it  is  b 

at  present  is  a  Department  to  whi 

•  can   safely   entrust   the    expendi 

|  these  millions  of  money  ?     Are  e\ 

Members   on    the   opposite   side 

House  satisfied  the  War  Office  h 

everything  it  should  do  to  prose< 

war  ?     I  join  with  the  hon.  Meml 

has  just  spoken  in  thinking  that  t 

Office    is    absolutely    incompeten 

instead    of    giving    them     £13,C 

£1,000,000    is    enough,    and  un 

i  circumstances    too    much.      The 

:  action  of  the   War  Office  in  coi 

with  the   arming  of  the  troops  i 

under  the  British  flag  has  been  ab 

wrong  from  beginning  to  end.     1 

I  case  of  the  different    weapons  j 

I  the  hands  of   the  soldiers.     It  h 

left    for    the     Imperial     Yeoma 

i  find   out   that   the     rifles    were 

absolutely   wrong.      Why   did    l 

■  memliers  of  the  War  Office,  wh 
their  time  mostly  in  playing  golf, 

i  cricket,  discover  this  ?  Some  ol 
the  War  Office  must  be  respond 
this ;  and  1  hope  the  Under  Seer 

:  State  for  War  will  tell  us  who 
official  who  had  charge  of  the  dep 
in  which  the  rifles  were  sighted,  * 
allowed  the  troops  to  be  sent  to  t 

J  with  rifles  which  would  not  hit  a  r 

'  accurately  at  700  yards.  After  all, 
Members  and  our  constituents  hav 
more  than  our  share  of  this  mon 
we  expect  when  you  put  rifles  i 

■  hands  of  Irish  soldiers  and  send  tl 
|  to  fight  your  battles  you  will  at  h 
!  them  good  tools.  1  pass  from  th* 
i  question  of   the   artillery.     I   ha- 

reading  the  despatches  of  the  g 
;  and  I  find  it  stated  by  Sir  Georg* 

and  General  Yule  that  in  the 
:  referred  to  by  the  corresponden 
!  artillery,  on  which  you  relied  to  \ 
I  the  Boers,   has  been  outranged  a 
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classed  by  that  of  your  enemy.     This  is  a  r 
very  serious   question,   and    one    which  I 
members  of  the  Opposition  have  not  raised  i 
properly.     You  claim  to  l>o  the  greatest  ( 
manufacturing  nation  of  the  world,  and  ; 
yet  when  you  are  tested  by  these  pastoral  ' 
people,  these  peasants  and  farmers  whom 
you  describe  as  ignorant  and  lazy,  you  ' 
i'nd  that  they  have  superior  guns.     Xot 
only    is    your    military    prestige    gone, 
but  if  your  prestige  as  a  manufacturing 
people  is  to  rest  on  this  question  of  good 
artillery,  your  manufacturing  prestige  is 
gone  afso.     You   have   l>een   nearly    five 
months   at  war,  and  the  only  thing  you 
have  been  able  to  do  is  to  relieve  a  city 
in  your  own  territory.     That  is  paraded  , 
as  a  great  victory.     .Reference  has  been 
made  by  the  war  correspondents  to  one 
particular  gun.      They  have  referred  to 
the     quick-firing    gun     that     fires     one 
pound  shells,    the    Maxim-Yickers    gun. 
This  gun  has  shaken  the  nerves  of  your 
troop*,    and    has   bid   a    very    material 
effect  in  preventing  the  British  advance. 
Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  nothing 
like  this  description  of  gun  on  the  British 
aide.     It  has  been  stated  in  the  papers 
that  the  patents  of  that  gun  were  offered 
to  the  War  Office  in  1892,  and  that  they 
would   not  buy  them.     The  result   was 
that    they    were    l>oiight    by    President 
Kruger  and  his  friends,  who  have  shown 
more    intelligence     and     far-sightedness 
than  the   British   authorities.      Wo   are 
entitled   to  have  a  straight  answer  from 
the    Under  Secretary  of  State  for   War 
why   the   patents   of  that  gun  were  re- 
lx9l\     I  am  anxious  to  know- 
it      was      not      a     question 
commission    or    secret    royal  - 
to      the      rejection  ' 
the      War      Otlice. 
are  out  classed  in 


jected    in 

w  nether 

«»f  secret 

ties     which      led 

of     that     gun     by 

We  also  find  that  vou 


the  matter  of  the  larger  guns,  the  Creusot 
gang.  I  have  seen  it  stated  that  this,  has 
not  lieen  so  much  a  struggle  between 
Briton  and  Boer  as  between  British  and 
French  artillery.  The  Boers  have  secured 
the  best  French  artillery,  guns  which  they 
<an  move  about  and  which  have  a  range 
of  9,000 yards.  From  my  reading  of  these 
technical  matters,  the  great  difficulty  in 
w'Hieetion  with  long-range  guns  is  theques- 
l,onof  the  carriage.  I  believe  the  French 
*wkmen  at  the  Creusot  works,  through 
tiH'ir  ingenuity,  have  discovered  various 
mftcnanical  means  by  which  they  can 
■fount  a  gun  on  a  light  carriage  that  will 
^ftv  an  extra  range.     It  has  been  stated 


in  the  Daily  Mail  that  when  the  war 
broke  out  the  Boer  Government  had  an 
order  at  the  Creusot  works  for  80  guns. 
The  impression  seemed  to  have  got  abroad 
that  you  would  get  hold  of  Delagoa  Bay, 
and  that  these  guns  could  not  be  sent  to 
the  Transvaal.  It  was  stated  that  when 
the  war  broke;  out  there  were  80  of  these 
guns  for  sale  at  the  Creusot  works,  and 
that  some  private  gentleman  offered  to 
buy  them,  but  that  the  officials  of  the 
War  Office — whether  influenced  by  secret 
royalties  or  not,  I  do  not  know — negatived 
this,  and  did  not  allow  it  to  take  place*. 
The  Financial  Secretary  said  there  was  no 
foundation  for  the  statement  of  the  Ikiihi 
Mail,  and  1  sup|X)sc  I  may  take  that  as 
an  absolute  denial.  I  find  further  that  it 
is  stated  in  the  papers  that  your  Govern- 
ment has  been  getting  Italians  to  buy 
Creusot  guns  for  you,  and  that  these 
guns  will  be  used  in  the  war.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  breach  of  the  laws  of 
neutrality  to  utilise  another  Government 
to  purchase  Creusot  guns,  and  then  use 
them  against  the  Transvaal.  It  is  very 
important  that  we  should  get  some  infor- 
mation on  that  point.  Now  I  come  to 
the  question  of  the  cordite  jxnvder  which 
you  are  using  in  your  rifles.  Cordite  is 
a  recent  invention.  I  believe  smokeless 
powder  first  came  out  on  the  Continent, 
and  that  it  was  not  until  two  years  after 
it  came  into  use  in  the  Continental  armies 
that  the  British  War  Office  discovered 
there  was  such  a  thing.  When  the 
British  War  Office  thought  they  would 
go  in  for  smokeless  powder,  I  believe  they 
issued  advertisements  t«>  and  invited 
tenders  from  inventors.  In  reply -to  that 
advertisement  seventeen  or  eighteen  in- 
ventors sent  in  specifications  for  a  smoke- 
less powder.  There  was  a  committee  of 
three  experts  appointed  to  examine  these 
different  specifications.  These  experts 
were  Sir  Frederick  Abel,  Professor 
Dewar,  and  Professor  Dupiv.  This 
committee  examined  the  specifications 
and  tenders  sent  in  by  the  in- 
ventors, and  decided  that  none  of  them 
came  up  to  their  requirements.  What 
happened  i  Six  months  afterwards  we 
find  Sir  Frederick  Abel,  who  was  the  head 
of  this  committee  to  examine  the  tenders 
sent  in  by  foreign  and  home  inventors, 
takes  out  a  patent  for  a  powder  of  his  own. 
He  was  paid  by  the  Government  to  ex- 
amine these  things.  The  present  Financial 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  deals 
without    gloves    with    officials    who    are 
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guilty  of  shady  transactions,  raised  this 
question  of  cordite  in  the  House,  and 
said  that  cordite  was  a  bad  powder,  and  : 
that  Sir  Frederick  Abel  was  to  get  a  I 
royalty  of  lOd.per  thousand  cartridges  and  i 
£10  per  ton  of  guncotton.  The  Financial  . 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  further  said  that 
Sir  Frederick  Abel  picked  the  brains  of  ' 
these  foreign  and  home  inventors  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  out  the  patent  for  this 
powder.  If  cordite  was  the  useful  powder 
it  was  claimed  to  be,  at  least  it  should 
have  been  kept  a  secret  by  the  Govern- 
ment. But  what  did  these  experts  do  ? 
They  took  out  patents  for  this  cordite  in 
foreign  countries.  The  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  said  that  it  was 
monstrous  that  men  occupying  an  official 
position  should  betray  this  invention  to 
foreign  countries.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of  Essex 
also  declared  that  this  was  a  scandalous 
transaction  in  which  Sir  Frederick 
Abel  was  employed.  I  may  mention 
incidentally  that  sitting  on  a  Com- 
mittee upstairs  in  which  we  inquired  into 
the  question  of  petroleum,  we  found  Sir 
Frederick  Abel's  action  with  regard  to  the 
flash  point  of  petroleum  as  shady  and  in- 
defensible as  his  action  in  connection  with 
cordite.  I  do  not  find  the  transactions 
with  regard  to  the  foreign  patents  have 
been  very  profitable.  It  was  stated  by 
foreign  inventors  at  the  time,  and  also  bjT 
some  inventors  in  this  country,  that  cor- 
dite was  inferior  to  the  powders  in  use  on 
the  Continent,  and  that  the  first  great 
war  in  which  you  came  into  conflict  with 
people  armed  with  modern  weapons  }rou 
would  -find  your  weapons  inferior  in  car- 
rying power.  It  has  been  stated  that 
your  rifles  were  not  carrying  within  800 
yards  as  far  as  the  Mauser  rifles  of  the 
Boers,  and  that  your  artillery  of  equal 
weight  will  not  carry  the  same  distance 
One  of  the  explanations  of  that  is  that 
you  have  this  inferior  powder,  cordite.  It 
is  owing  to  these  secret  commissions  and 
royalties  that  an  inferior  powder  has  been 
passed  off  on  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
say  that  is  a  shameful  and  scandalous 
transaction.  We  heard  hon.  Members  to- 
night talking  about  Tammany,  but  I  think 
you  may  search  the  annals  of  Tammany 
in  vain  for  any  such  gigantic  scandal  or 
fraud  as  that  which  has  been  perpetrated 
on  the  taxpayers  in  the  case  of  this 
powder,  cordite.  To  show  how  far  they 
are  carrying  these  transactions  I  find 
that   one  of   them,  Professor   Anderson, 

Mr.  Tally. 


who  claimed  to  have  an  invencion  for 
machinery  in  connection  with  cordite,  was 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Easton  and  Ander- 
son, and  when  called  on  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  resign  his  shares  or  give  up  his 
position,  he  resigned  his  shares.  But  how  f 
By  giving  them  over  to  his  wife  or  son. 

1  That  is  stated  on  the  authority  of  the 
Financial    Secretary    of    the    Treasury. 

:  You  laughed  and  spoke  a  great  deal 
about  the  French  generals  and  officials 
who  betrayed  the  secrets  of  the  French 
War  Office,  but,  viewed  in  the  light  of 
the  history  of  this  war,  and  putting  the 
transactions  of  your  own  War  Office  side 

;  by  side  with  those  of  the  French  War 
Office,  you  have  not  very  much  to  be 
proud  of.  We  object  to  this  Vote  of 
£13,000,000  not  only  as  Irishmen,  but 
also  on  its  merits,  and  we  ought  not  to 
be  asked  to  place  the  money  in  the  hands 

,  of  officials  who  have  acted  as  have  the 


1  officials  in  the  War  Office.     There  is  also 
another  powder  for  which  you  claimed 
extraordinary  properties,  namely,  lyddite. 
It  was  expected  that  one  lyddite    shell 
would  kill  an  acre  of  Boers.     In  fact,  it 
.  was   made  a  ground    of    rejoicing    that 
General  Joubert  was  said  to  have  written 
to  Sir  George  White,  protesting  against 
the  use   of  this  horrible  explosive,  and 
there     were      also     said     to     be     com- 
plaints  with    regard  to   its   use   at  the 
first    battle   of  .that   wonderful    general 
and  military  genius,  Lord  Methuen.    But 
as  far   as   I  have  read   about   the   war, 
various  Boer  generals,  after    seeing  the 
explosion  of  these  shells,  have  come  to 
the  unanimous  conclusion  that  lyddite  is 
no  good.     It  reminds   me  of  a  story  I 
have  heard  in  Ireland  of  a  man  who  had 
one  son,  "  who,'7  he  said,  "  is  the  grandest 
1  son  on  earth ;  he  has  only  one   fault — he 
is  no  good."     And  so  this  lyddite  ;  it  is 
the  grandest  powder  in  the  world,  but  it 
is  no  good.     It  was  stated  the  other  day 
that  when  on   their  first  trip  down  the 
river,  in  their  attempt  to  relieve  Lady- 
smith,     General     Buller's     army     made 
one      of     the      mountains       al>solutely 
black     by    the     use     of     this     lyddite. 
But  a  friend  of  mine  who* knows   about 
such  things  told  me  that   when   lyddite 
i  explodes  as  it  should  do  it  gives  off  little 
;  or  no  smoke  ;  it  is  only  when  it  is  rotten 
1  it  smokes  so.     If  that  is  so  we  can  under- 
i  stand   the  opinion  of  the  Boer  generals. 
|  You  expect  to  get  recruits  in  Ireland  when 
the  people  know  that  they  will  get  bad 
i  guns,   bad  artillery  and  rotten  powder. 
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You  might  as  well  ask  men   with  black- 
thorns to  face  Mauser  rifles  as  to  ask 


occasion.      Nothing  fills  me  with  greater 
gratification     than  *  that      recollection, 


soldiers  with  inferior  weapons  to  fight  I  because  everything  that  has  occurred 
against  the  first-class  equipment  of  the  \  during  the  last  five  months  has  justified 
Boer  Republics.  As  we  have  to  pay  more  j  the  course  I  then  adopted,  and  has 
than  our  share  of  the  expense  of  your  ■  encouraged  me  to  make  at  every  stage 
mistakes  in  these  matters,  we  have  a  right '  during  the  present  session  an  equally 
to  protest  against  and  to  expose  these  !  energetic  protest  against  the  prosecution 
blunders.  I  hope  that  some  Gentlemen  |  of  this  war.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  to  say 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House  will  have  .  the  least  of  it,  it  must  l>e  an  irritating 
the  courage  to  say  a  word  against  these  dis- ;  experience  for  British  Members  of  Parlia- 
graceful  transactions.  The  other  day,  in  :  ment  to  be  called  upon  to  listen  night 
reply  to  a  question  by  the  right  hon.  after  night  to  speeches  of  the  character 
Member  for  Bodmin,  the  Leader  of  the  j  made  by  Irish  Members.  We  an* 
House  plainly  hinted  that  you  were  going  subjected  sometimes  to  a  great  deal  of 
to  arm  the  Zulus  so  that  they  could  be  j  adverse  criticism  l>oth  inside  and  outside 
used  in  this  war.  ["  No."]  It  does  not  this  House,  but  hon.  Members  must 
reqiure  much  intelligence  to  know  the  i  recollect  that  if  they  are  obliged  to  listen 
meaning  of  that  statement.  The  one  '  to  these  continual  protests  it  is  after  all 
thing  that  can  most  excite  the  Dutch,  but  the  result  of  the  system  under  which 
especially  in  your  own  colonies,  is  the  this  so-called  United  Kingdom  is  governed, 
arming  of  the  natives.  To  use  their  own  '  and  that  if  one  portion  of  the  Kingdom 
words,  it  would  be  lettirg  hell  loose.  I  is  governed  against  its  will  hon.  Members 
suppose  to-night  we  are  vitlsg  the  money  I  must  not  be  surprised,  and  really  ought 
that  will  pay  for  some  of  those  arms  not  to  protest,  if  the  representatives  of 
which  are  to  be  given  to  the  natives  who  that  portion  speak  as  their  constituents 
are  then  to  be  let  loose  on  Christians,  :  desire,  even  though  the  sentiments  ex- 
to  carry  the  spirit  of  outrage  of  the  !  pressed  be  not  in  accordance  with  English 
worst  and  vilest  kinds  into  the  views.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  thing  for 
homes  and  families  of  these  poor  i  anybody  -not  even  an  Irish  Member  of 
farmers  who  are  defending  their  liberty.  |  Parliament — to  speak  in  an  assembly  of 
For  five  months  the  daily  bulletin  with  this  kind,  or,  indeed,  in  any  assembly, 
regard  to  your  soldiers  has  been  "  beaten,  ,  against  the  general  sense  and  opinion  of 
lieaten,  beaten/7  Now,  as  a  final  resource,  those  whom  he  is  addressing.  If  we  do 
you  are  going  to  call  on  these  Zulus,  arm  |  so  it  is  only  because  we  are  fulfilling  our 
them,  and  let  them  loose  to  uphold  the  :  duty  to  our  constituents.  It  is  often  said 
honour  of  the  Union  Jack.  On  all  these  :  that  we  oppose  these  Votes  because  of  a 
grounds  I  object  to  this  Vote  for  the  persistent  enmity  towards  England,  which 
prosecution  of  this  iniquitous  and  immoral  ■  nothing  can  allay  or  destroy.  Last 
war.  session  I    heard   an   English   Member  of 

1  Parliament  say,   "  Oh,  we  do  not  believe 
Amendment  proposed  -  you  are  so  sincerely  upon  the  side  of  the 

1  Boers  in   this   matter,    because  we  have 

"To  leave   out    *£1 3,000,000, '   and    insert    heard    vou    make    similar    speeches    in 

^U)-i0,0OO/-(3/r.  F/arin)  -instead  thereof."      8Vmpatny  ^th   other  people  with  whom 

England  has  been  at  war.     In  every  case 

1  you   are   against    England.     It  is  not  a 

^Utttioii proposed, "That  <£l:5,000,000,    genuine  sympathy   with  the  Boers  that 

"Unci  part  of  the  Resolution."  compels   you    to    take   the    course   you 

have  adopted,  but  nither  an  unaecount- 

'  able,    almost    insane,     idea     of    always 

!  opposing      England."       That      is       not 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :    I   have    the     case.       I     represent     one     of     the 

already  spoken  frequently  on  this  ques-  ,  most  national  constituencies  in  Ireland, 

"on,  and  no  doubt  hon.  Members  might ' the  PeoPle  in  which  hilve  always  distin- 

wnAler  that  I  have  protested  enough.  |  fished  themselves  by  their  devotion  to 

urk    A»     n      xr  .    e      «,^^«,v^  the    national    cause --the    constituency 

Hen  the  first  \ote  for  £10,000,000  came  !  which  vin(licated    the   right  of   national 

'*fore  Parliament  last  session  I  spoke  and  '  opinion  by  returning  to  this  House  many 
Pfotested   against  it  on  every   possible  ,  years  ago  Daniel  O'Connell,  and  which, 
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when  their  representative  was  not  allowed 
•to  take  his  seat  because  he  refused  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  cast  a 
slur  on  the  Catholic  religion  to  which  he 
belonged,  returned  him  again.  I  say 
that  the  Nationalists  of  County  Clare, 
whom  I  represent,  in  their  present  feeling 
against  the  war  and  in  the  sentiments 
they  desire  me  to  express,  are  not 
animated  by  any  bigoted  hostility  against 
England,  but  simply  by  the  merits  of  this 
case.  They  believe  that  no  just  grounds 
exist  for  this  war,  that  it  might  have 
been  avoided  by  ordinarily  good 
diplomacy,  and  that  if  the  Government 
had  acted  in  a  conciliatory  way  all  this 
bloodshed  and  loss  of  treasure  would  have 
been  saved.  If  England  were  at  war  in 
some  just  cause,  such  as  the  liberation  of 
some  struggling  people  from  intolerable 
oppression,  we,  although  our  relations 
with  England  are  strained  because  of  the 
system  under  which  we  are  governed, 
would  give  this  country  our  cordial 
support.  If  at  the  time  of  the  horrible 
atrocities  in  Armenia  this  country  had 
embarked  upon  a  war  and  had  used  the 
sword  in  the  cause  of  those  persecuted 
Christians  against  the  Turks,  the  Irish 
people  would  have  been  in  sympathy 
with  you.  Even  though  nothing  was 
done  for  the  Armenians,  when  Great 
Britain  did  take  action  to  protect 
the  inhabitants  of  Crete,  the  Irish 
people  endorsed  the  Cretan  policy 
l>ccause  they  believed  you  were  in 
the  right.  It  is  in  the  nature  of 
Irishmen  to  be  always  against  England, 
but  let  England  do  justice  and  fight 
for  freedom  in  any  part  of  the  world 
And  Irishmen  will  be  ready  to  back 
her.  We  object  to  this  Vote  not 
merely  because  the  war  is  waged  by 
England — though,  goodness  knows,  we  in 
Ireland  have  no  reason  to  wish  for  the 
success  of  your  arms  or  to  desire  glory  to 
attend  the  progress  of  your  Imperialistic 
designs — but  because,  having  studied 
the  history  of  South  Africa,  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  small 
Dutch  Republics  have  been  treated  with 
invariable  injustice,  not  only  lately,  but 
from  the  very  day  when  England  first 
landed  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  nearly 
a  century  ago.  That  our  sympathy  with 
the  Dutch  in  this  matter  is  no  new-formed 
growth  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  nearly 
twenty-five  years  ago  one  of  the  strongest 
protests  ever  made  by  an  Irish  Member 
in   this  House    was   made   by   the    late 

Mr.  William  Rednwml. 


Charles  Stewart  Parnell  at  the  time  of 
the  annexation  of  the  Transvaal.  He  it 
was  who  placed  on  the  Paper  a  resolution 
affirming  the  inalienable  right  of  the 
Dutch  to  rule  according  to  their  own 
ideas  the  land  they  had  carved  out  for 
themselves,  and  it  is  only  in  pursuance 
of  the  policy  then  laid  down  of  vindicat- 
ing liberty  in  Soutli  Africa  that  Irish 
Nationalists  Members  stand  up  to-night 
to  protest  against  this  unequal  and  in- 
glorious struggle  which  is  so  disastrously 
proceeding.  I  endeavoured  to  point  out 
last  session  that  a  lamentable  ignorance 
prevailed  in  this  country  with  regard  to 
the  true  state  of  affairs  in  South 
Africa.  I  have  never  set  up  to  be 
a  prophet,  but  on  reading  over  some 
of  the  speeches  I  made  last  session  as 
reported  in  Hansard,  I  really  feel  as  if  I 
had  at  that  time  had  some  sort  of  pro- 
phetic spirit.  English  Members  seemed 
to  thirik  the  war  would  be  merely  a 
matter  of  a  month  or  so ;  that  an  army 
corps  would  be  sent  out,  and  after  a  little 
trouble  all  would  be  over.  It  was  said 
that  the  population  of  the  Transvaal  was 
not  as  large  as  that  of  some  of  our  large 
provincial  towns,  and  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  overcoming  such  a  people. 
That  was  the  spirit  that  animated  the 
1  House  of  Commons,  and  how  much  more 
j  was  it  the  spirit  of  the  "man  in  the 
street, "  who  had  not  the  same  opportunity 
of  judging  as  to  facts  as  Members  of  the 
>  House  of  Commons  ?  But  what  did  I 
tell  the  House  '.  I  said  that  in  entering 
upon  this  war  you  had  not  merely  to 
deal  with  the  population  of  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Orange  Free  State,  but  that  the 
first  British  gun  that  was  tired  would  call 
into  being  the  hostility,  either  latent  or 
active,  of  every  man  of  Dutch  blood  in 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  from  the  Zambesi 
to  Cape  Town.  I  was  laughed  at  then, 
but  was  I  not  absolutely  correct  ?  ["  No!w] 
Oh,  very  well.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
say  that  that  has  not  turned  out  to  be 
true.  Take  up  any  newspaper  you  like 
to-day,  and  what  will  you  find  1  You 
will  find  that  in  large  districts  the  Dutch 
are  either  in  open  rebellion  or  in  sullen 
disaffection  against  your  rule,  and  that 
amongst  them  are  smouldering  the  fires 
of  discontent,  which  is  only  a  natural 
state  of  things  when  their  own  kith 
and  kin  are  subjected  to  the  onslaughts 
you  are  making  against  them.  If 
I  had  thought  that  such  a  proposition 
would   have  been  denied,  I  could  have 
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1  nought    down    countless   extracts  from 
authorities    to   prove  the    truth   of    my 
statement.     I  will  give  one  instance  from 
the  papers  of  this  very  day.     When  the 
news  of  the  relief  of  Kimberley  was  re-  \ 
ceived  we  are   told    that  the  people    of 
Cape  Town  went  mad  with  joy,  that  the 
British  people  of  various  places  exhibited 
every   sign  of  rejoicing.     But  while  the  . 
British    inhabitants  decked  their  houses  ' 
with    flags    and    gave    the   High   Com- 1 
missioner  an  ovation  to  show  their  loyalty 
and    delight,  you  have  this   remarkable 
fact — that    no   single   sign    of    rejoicing 
came  from  any  official  source  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  Cape  Colony;  there 
were    no  flags   over  any  public  govern- 
mental buildings  in  Cape  Town  to  denote 
rejoicing  ;  nor  were  there  any   of  those 
marks  of  exultation  and  victory  such  as 
would  be  seen  in  this  country.     Why  ? 
Because    the    Government    is    a   Dutch 
Government ;  because  the  Prime  Minister 
is  a  Dutchman  ;  because  the  majority  of 
the  Parliament  are  Dutch,  representing 
a  majority  of  the  people  who  are  Dutch. 
If  you  have  a  difficulty  in  carrying  this 
war  to  a  successful  issue  it  will  not  be 
because  of  the  small  populations  of  the 
Boer  Republics,  but  because,  in  striking 
the  match  of  war  in  South  Africa,  you 
have  not  only  attacked  the  homes  of  the  ; 
people  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  ; 
Free  State,  but  you  have  aroused  natural 
resentment  and  indignation  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  of  Dutch  blood  throughout 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  South 
Africa.     What  is  to   happen  when  this 
money  is  spent  and  you  enter  victoriously 
into  Pretoria?  As  lias  been  already  said,  you 
will  create  in  South  Africa  another  Irish 
nation,  but  one   much  more  difficult  to 
■leal  \rith  than  the  one  on  the  other  side 
of  St.  George's  Channel.     Our  country  is 
*  small  country  close  to  your  doors,  but 
yet  you  have   had   difficulty  enough   in 
ruling  it  century  after  century.    In  South 
Africa,  l>e   it   not  forgotten,   outside  the 
urlian  populations  the  people  are  almost 
exclusively  Dutch.     The   British   people 
have  centred  almost  entirely  round  the  ' 
towns  where  the  mines  were  in  operation 
and  have  occupied  themselves  with  indus- . 
trial  pursuits.     Leave  Johannesburg,  Pre- 
toria, Durban,  and    the   large   towns  of 
South  Africa,  and  go  into  the  parts  of , 
the  country    which    really    provide  the , 
backbone  of  the  whole  district,  and  what '. 
^U  you  find  1     I  challenge  contradiction  . 
when  I  say  that  nine-tenths  of  the  rural 


population  are  people  of  Dutch  blood, 
speaking  the  Dutch  language.  When 
you  have  taken  the  centres  of  population 
what  are  you  going  to  do.  This  sum  of 
<£1 3,000,000  is  but  a  flea-bite  in  com- 
parison with  the  enormous  amounts  this 
country  will  have  to  vote  year  after  year, 
not  to  prosecute  the  war,  not  to  carry 
your  flag  to  Pretoria,  but  to  keep  it  there. 
These  countries  are  mountainous  countries : 
the  people  are  largely  mountaineers  ;  they 
are  naturally  a  guerilla  force  ;  and  you 
will  have  to  garrison  those  countries  from 
end  to  end  to  keep  rebellion  from  flaming 
out  time  after  time.  Some  hon.  Mem- 
bers seem  to  think  that  once  Pretoria  is 
taken  everything  is  settled  and  there  will 
be  no  further  trouble.  Once  you  have 
taken  Pretoria  your  troubles  will  begin. 
Even  though  you  kill  every  able-bodied 
inhabitant  and  leave  no  adult  man  alive  in 
the  Republics,  I  say  that  the  Ijoys  and 
the  children  who  are  growing  up  will  be 
taught  by  their  mothers  and  will  learn 
from  the  traditions  and  history  of  their 
country  that  their  fathers  were  slaugh- 
tered and  their  land  overrun  by  the 
British,  and  it  is  not  the  enmity  of  this 
generation,  but  of  generation  after  genera- 
tion of  the  Dutch  that  you  will  have  to 
face.  But  the  saddest  and  most  miserable 
reflection  about  the  whole  of  the  transac- 
tion is  the  thought  of  how  easily  the  con- 
flict might  have  been  avoided.  I  am  not 
going  into  any  discussion  of  the  negotia- 
tions which  immediately  preceded  the 
war,  but  I  say  that  those  negotiations 
were  brought  to  a  point  when  by  a  little 
conciliation  and  consideration  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  could  have  been 
induced  to  give  to  this  country  everything 
that  was  desired.  When  1  make  that 
statement  I  do  not  base  it  on  the  opinion 
of  any  mere  Irish  Member,  but  upon  the 
opinion  of  such  men  as  the  late  Member 
for  Plymouth  and  the  Member  for  Bod- 
min. Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  sneer  and 
jeer  at  those  names,  but  there  is  not  one 
of  those  whom  I  noticed  jeering  who  can 
ever  hope  to  point  to  such  a  public  record 
in  the  service  of  their  country  as  can  the 
two  Gentlemen  to  whom  [  have  referred. 
Both  of  them  are  statesmen,  supporters  of 
the  Unionist  Government,  and  opponents 
of  the  claims  of  Ireland  ;  but  I  ground  my 
assertion  that  these  negotiations  could 
have  been  brought  to  a  successful  issue  on 
the  statements  of  those  two  eminent  and 
respected  English  statesmen,  whose  action 
will  be  commended  by  the  British  people 
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long  after  the  authors  of  this  war 
have  been  condemned.  Of  course,  this 
money  will  be  voted,  and  the  war  will  go 
•on.  The  only  consolation  we  have  is  the 
conviction,  amounting  to  almost  absolute 
•certainty,  that  when  all  this  ginger-bread 
enthusiasm  for  military  affairs,  this 
beating  of  drums,  these  attempts  to  get 
recruits,  and  these  military  pageants  have 
come  to  an  end,  when  John  Bull,  having 
calmed  down  from  his  fit  of  militarism, 
comes  to  look  at  the  bill,  a  serious  verdict 
will  be  passed  upon  the  gentlemen  who 
have  provided  the  entertainment.  If 
there  was  one  part  of  the  British  Empire 
where  care  and  caution  ought  to  have  been 
exercised  it  was  South  Africa.  It  is  the 
most  vulnerable  part  of  your  Empire.  In 
•every  other  portion  of  your  Empire  you 
have  nothing  to  fear,  because  you  have 
given  them  Home  Rule.  But  deny  one 
of  those  colonies  what  you  deny  Ireland, 
and  see  how  many  men  they  would  then 
send  to  South  Africa.  But  unhappily  for 
you,  when  the  moment  of  crisis  came, 
when  a  strong  hand  was  wanted,  when  a 
level  head  was  required,  you  found  at  the 
head  of  your  affairs  not  a  statesman  in 
whom  the  British  people  could  have 
reliance,  but  a  gentleman  who  has  been 
everything  in  turn  and  nothing  long,  and 
whose  very  personality  was  obnoxious  to 
the  Dutch  population  in  South  Africa. 
The  Dutch  have  a  rigid  belief — whether 
well-founded  or  not  I  do  not  know — that 
•but  for  the  Colonial  Secretary's  conni- 
vance there  would  have  been  no  Jameson 
raid,  and  if  there  had  been  no  Jameson 
raid  there  would  have  been  no  war.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  Unionists  opposite 
and  throughout  the  country,  that  if 
Lord  Salisbury  or  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
or  indeed  any  other  prominent  Unionist 
.statesman,  had  been  conducting  the  nego- 
tiations with  President  Kruger  there 
would  have  been  no  war.  ["  No,  no  !  "] 
But  the  negotiations  failed  because  they 
were  conducted  by  a  man  who  could  not 
keep  his  temper.  ["  No,  no  !  "]  I  have 
been  seventeen  years  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  I  have  always  noticed 
that  when  anything  particularly  true  is 
said  it  is  objected  to.  That  probably 
accounts  for  the  fact  that  my  statements 
.are  very  often  objected  to.  I  say  that  it 
is  the  popular  belief  throughout  the 
country  that  if  the  negotiations  had  been 
•  conducted  by  any  other  man  they  would 
have  been  successful.  It  is  an  elementary 
principle  that  must  be  admitted,  that  if 
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you  are  going  to  negotiate  your  repre- 
sentative should  be  a  man  whose  past  has 
been  completely  free  from  any  suspicion 
or  of  any  conduct  likely  to  arouse  sus- 
picion in  the  minds  of  those  with  whom 
you  are  to  negotiate.  The  one  man  in 
the  whole  British  Empire  of  whom  Presi- 
dent Kruger  and  the  Transvaal  had  most 
suspicion  was  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  wisest  suggestion  that  has  been  made 
in  these  debates  was  that  of  Sir  Edward 
Clarke,  that  even  though  this  war  be 
carried  on  there  would  be  a  better  chance 
of  a  permaneat  peace  after  its  conclusion 
if  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  removed 
from  his  position  and  another  Minister 
put  in  his  place.*  However,  what  is  done 
cannot  be  undone.  This  disastrous  war 
will  continue.  Your  big  battalions  will 
no  doubt  bear  these  men  down.  In  the 
course  of  time  you  will  sweep  the  country 
from  end  to  end.  You  will  do  prac- 
tically as  you  please  with  these 
two  small  nations.  It  would  be 
strange  if  it  were  otherwise,  seeing 
that  you  have  out  there  an  armed 
soldier  for  every  Dutchman,  Dutch- 
woman, and  Dutch  child  in  the  two 
States.  If  I  was  an  English  Member  I 
would  protest  against  the  war  as  being 
dangerous  to  the  Empire,  and  as  calcu- 
lated to  bring  unnecessary  expense  upon 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  But  I  do 
not  look  at  it  from  the  English  point  of 
view.  The  jingo  feeling  is  so  strong  that, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  even  the 
strongest  Radicals  are  stricken  dumb. 
Those  who  ought  to  speak  in  favour  of 
i  peace,  retrenchment,  and  reform  are 
!  silent,  and  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Gladstone " 
!  has  departed  from  them.  It  is  a  dcplor- 
!  able  thing  that  no  Member  on  the  front 
1  Opposition  bench  should  be  found  suffi- 
,  ciently  wedded  to  Liberal  ideas  to  stand 
j  up  and  manfully  protest  against  this  war. 
!  Even  if  English  Unionist  Members  are  de- 
termined to  give  this  money  they  ought  to 
j  take  the  advice  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Leitrim,  and  see  that  those 
who  will  expend  the  money  are  properly 
qualified  to  do  so.  We  are  going  to  give 
£13,000,000  into  the  hands  of  the  present 
War  Office  officials.  There  is  not  a 
country  in  Europe  that  would  not  have 
turned  out  every  official  at  the  War 
Office  after  the  bungling  of  the  last  few 
1  months.  Everything  has  been  bungled ; 
j  nothing  has  been  right.     These  officials 
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>ved  themselves  to  be  absolutely 
e.  That  is  not  merely  the  opinion  | 
rish   Member.     It  is  the  view  of 
lewspaper    in    London    and   the 
particularly  of  the  great  Unionist 
mch  as  The  Times  and  the  Standard.  ! 
ing  artiele   after  leading   article  ; 
re  declared  the  War  Office  to  be  | 
bent,  and  denounced  the  plans  and 
ies   of  that   Department.      That  \ 
e  case,  it  is  a  scandal  and  a  shame  i 
spending  of  this  enormous  sum  ' 
e  entrusted  to  such  a  Department. 
to  this  Vote  because  it  is  unfair 
nd,    because   it   is   unfair  to  the 
masses   of    the    people    of     this 
because  it  is  un-Christian,  because  , 
outrage  upon  Christianity,  that 
embers  leave  this  House  to-night,  • 
ie   light  is  extinguished,  and  the 
ho  goes  home  1 "  is   heard,   you  ! 
jr  passing  hundreds  of  miserable 
ved  beings,  sleep  the  sleep  of  the  ! 
ecting  that  while  millions  of  your 
ntrymen  are  in  distress,  and  you 
vote  a  penny  for  their  relief,  you  ' 
.nd  freely  in  an  hour  or  two  vote  , 
,000  of  the  taxes  of  the  people  of 
try,  not  to  build  up  prosperity  or  to 
listress,  but  to  carry  on  an  unholy, 
and    cruel  war,  which  is  causing 
broadcast  throughout  the  length  . 
idth  of  South  Africa.     That  is  a 
action  with  which  to  wind-up  the 
ith  century.      We,  at  least,  who 
it    Ireland,    a    small    and    weak 
are  proud  in  the  face  of  the  world 
)le  to  say  that   when  this  infamy 
ght  to  \>e  perpetrated  we  had  the 
'  and  hardihood    to  stand  up  for 
re  believed  to  be  the  right,  even 
we  were  in  a  minority. 

DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  There  are 
two  questions  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  War  if  he  is  going 
ik  in  this  debate  to-night.  First 
,  we  ought  to  have  some  de- 
the  liablity  of  this  country  with 
to  the  colonial  and  Volunteer 
I  understand  that  a  portion  of 
penses  of  the  very  large  body  of 
1  forces  now  serving  in  South 
is  found  under  this  Vote.  If  that 
I  would  ask,  what  is  the  scale  of 
owed  to  these  colonial  forces,  and 
)es  it  compare  with  that  of  soldiers 
it  from  this  country  ?  I  read  the 
day  that  the  terms  offered  to 
re  in  a  force   known   as  Bailey's 


Horse  were  1 2s.  a  day.  Of  course  it  must 
be  taken  into  account  that  each  trooper 
had  to  provide  his  own  horse,  but  even 
then  128.  a  day  is  an  enormous  sum  to 
offer  these  men  who  are  called  out  pri- 
marily— and  this  is  the  only  purpose  I 
saw  mentioned — for  the  defence  of  their 
own  homes.  When  we  hear  so  much 
talk  and  brag  about  the  extraordinary 
patriotism  displayed  by  what  are  called 
the  loyalists  of  South  Africa,  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  their  daily  pay,  and 
also  what  is  the  pay  of  the  poor  unfortu- 
nate burghers  who  are  defending  their 
homes  in  the  Transvaal.  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  latter  get  no  pay  whatsoever, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  it  should  require  12s.  a  day  to 
induce  these  loyal  colonists  to  enlist.  We 
are  entitled  to  get  much  more  detailed 
information  as  to  the  proportion  of  these 
charges  to  be  borne  by  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country  and  the  proportion  to  be 
borne  by  the  colonies.  The  next  point 
upon  which  I  desire  information  is  as  to 
the  character  of  the  troops  which  are  being 
raised  under  this  great  scheme.  We  are 
asked  to  grant  the  War  Office  £13,000,000 
to  carry  out  this  great  military 
scheme.  I  do  not  propose,  in  dealing 
with  the  character  of  the  troops,  to  use 
my  own  language.  Very  sinister  rumours 
have  been  spread  in  Ireland — I  do  not 
know  with  what  foundation,  but  I  have 
heard  them  alleged  as  facts — as  to  the 
character  of  some  of  the  men  who  are 
being  enrolled  by  the  War  Office.  I 
read  in  one  of  the  chief  organs  of  the  war 
party  in  London,  a  Unionist  newspaper, 
these  words,  speaking  of  the  scheme  for 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  vote 
£13,000,000  — 

"  These  .schemes,  after  all,  are  nothing  more 
than  a  makeshift,  and  ilo  not  take  us  one  step 
nearer  to  what  we  want  in  this  country,  a 
system  that  will  give  us  what  we  have  never 
yet  had — a  regular  and  constant  supply  of 
recruits.  The  War  Minister  does  not  seem  to 
realise  that  ever  since  the  introduction  of  a 
standing  Army  we  have  had  to  resort  to  all 
sorts  ot  expedients  with  a  view  to  raising 
troops.  We  have  had  to  offer  high  bounties, 
resort  to  impressment,  attract  men  from  the 
Militia,  and,  as  a  last  resource,  to  drain  the 
,  hulks  and  empty  the  prisons " 

That  is  not  my  language,  but  that  of  the 
(  Globe  newspaper.  It  is  said  in  Ireland 
that  convicts  and  prisoners  in  gaols  have 
been  approached  and  offered  pardons  if 
they  will  volunteer  for  South  Africa.  If 
'  thai  is   true,   there  is   no  language   too 
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strong  to  condemn  such  conduct.  I  now 
come  to  another  point.  I  read  with  feel- 
ings of  intense  indignation  and  regret  a 
reply  given  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  on  Thursday  last  to  a  question 
with  reference  to  the  arming  of  the 
natives.  During  the  autumn  session  that 
question  was  debated,  and  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  a  question  of 
mine,  gave  an  honourable  undertaking 
that  in  this  war  no  coloured  troops  would 
be  used.  In  stronger  language  still,  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  took  up  the 
|>osition  that  to  use  coloured  troops  would 
be  a  monstrous  and  indefensible  action. 
The  right  lion.  Gentleman  took  the 
position  that  it  would  be  bad  policy  not 
only  for  the  future  of  South  Africa  and 
the  feelings  of  the  people  with  whom  the 
British  must  live  as  neighbours  after  this 
war  is  over,  but  that  it  would  be  bad 
policy  as  regards  feeling  in  Europe  and 
America,  because  it  would  outrage  the 
conscience  of  the  whole  civilised  world. 
The  day  is  gone  by  when  any  nation,  in 
my  judgment,  can  with  impunity  use 
native  or  coloured  troops  against  white 
men,  and  if  you  depart  from  that  princi- 
ple you  will  make  one  of  the  most  ghastly 
depirtures  ever  recorded  in  the  whole 
course  of  your  history.  What,  however, 
was  the  position  taken  up  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  other  day  1 
He  distinctly  threatened  that  this  rule 
would  be  departed  from,  and  he  intimated 
that  rumours  had  reached  this  country  that 
the  Boers  had  endeavoured  either  to 
attack  the  natives  or  to  incite  them 
against  the  English  in  this  war.  I  protest 
against  this  statement ;  I  protest 
against  the  crediting  of  these  rumours. 
One  of  the  most  painful  characteristics 
of  the  whole  of  these  transactions  has 
been  that  from  the  first  day  of  this  war 
there  has  been  directed  against  the  Boer 
people  the  greatest  deluge  of  calumnies 
and  lies  over  directed  against  any 
people.  Every  form  of  outrage  and  cruelty 
and  barbarity  has  been  charged  against 
them,  and  it  is  to  the  everlasting  shame 
of  the  press  of  this  country  that  some 
influential  newspapers  lent  themselves  to 
the  dissemination  of  these  charges.  I 
have  seen  it  stated  over  and  over  again 
that  your  troops  had  to  face  showers  of 
Dum  Dum  and  explosive  bullets,  and  that 
English  women  ;>nd  children  have  been 
fired  upon,  and  dozens  of  other  brutal 
charges  have  been  made,  all  of  which, 
however,  have  been  disproved,  and  now 

Mr.  Dillon. 


it  has  been  placed  upon  record  beyond  all 
question  that  no  war  has  ever  l^een  con- 
ducted on  principles  of  greater  humanity 
and  kindness  than  this  war  has  been  con- 
ducted by  the  Boers.     I  have  a  collection 

•  of  testimony  from  British  officers  as  to 
the  personal  and  other  kindnesses  which 
they  have  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
Boers.     With     reference     to     explosive 

1  bullets,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  deeply 
interesting  accounts  by  Mr.  Treves  and 
Sir    William    MacCormae    published  in 

I  the  British  Medico  I  Journal,  that  it  is  a 
constant  subject  of  remark  by  these  great 
English  surgeons  that  the  wounds  are  so 
amazingly  small  that  the  whole  science 
of  military  surgery  will  be  revolutionised 
by  this  war.  That  is  testimony  in  reply 
to  a  few  of  these  outrageous  charges. 
What  proof  have  you  that  the  Boers  are 
using  armed  natives  I  I  have  not  seen 
the  charge  stated  except  by  one  corres- 
pondent, who  declared  that  in  a 
recent  engagement  on  one  of  the  last 
hills  from  which  the  British  were  driven 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Tugela  some  of 
the  officers  said  there  were  armed  natives 
with  the  Boers.  That  is  the  only  definite 
statement  that  has  been  made,  and  can 
anyone  deny  that  the   British   have  used 

:  armed  natives  ?  It  has  been  stated  over 
and  over  again  and  not  attempted  to  be 
denied  that  Colonel  Baden-Powell  in  the 
early  days  of  the  siege  of  Mafeking — I  am 
quoting  now  from  English  newspapers,  not 
from   the    remonstrance   which  General 

:  Joubert  addressed  to  the  various  Govern- 
ments  of  Europe — organised  a  corps  of 

,  Cape  boys  and  natives  which  did  splendid 
service  in  one  or  two  of  the  sorties  from 
Mafeking.  It  is  also  not  denied  that 
Chief     Linchwc,     encouraged     by     the 

1  English  and  no  doubt  furnished  with 
arms    by    Colonel    Plumer     and    other 

1  military  officers  in  Rhodesia,  attacked  the 
Boers.  But  as  regards  the  future  of 
South  Africa,  and  the  future  position  of 

:  this  country  in  European  and  American 
opinion,  the  grave  question  of  the  use  of 

i  natives,  ot  the  toleration  of  native  inter- 
ference in  this  war,  stands  at  present  in 

1  this  position,  that  so  far  as  I  have  been 

;  able  to  observe,  from  very  close  and 
constant  study  of  the  letters  from  British 
correspondents,  only  one  allegation   has 

i  been  made  by  one  correspondent  that 
there  were  armed  natives  with  the  Boers, 

>  and  that  was  in  the  rush  of  battle, 
whereas  on  the  other  hand  specific 
allegations  have  been    made,   not    only 
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by    General    Joubert     but    by     British  j 
coiTespondents,  that  armed  natives  were  I 
used  in  the  defence  of  Maf eking  and  that  j 
Chief  Linchwe  was  encouraged  to  attack  , 
and  did  attack  the  Boers.     I  think,  there-  i 
fore,  I  am  entitled  to  take  this  opportu- 1 
nity  of  protesting  in  the  strongest  possible  i 
manner   against   the  use  of  any  of  this  ; 
money   for  the   purpose   of  arming   the 
natives.      I  claim  and  desire  at  the  hands  , 
of  the  Under  Secretary  a  renewal  of  the 
pledge    given   by  the  First  Lord  of  the  ( 
Treasury,    liecause  after   the  right    hon.  j 
Uentleman's  answer  the  other  day  I  have  \ 
lost  faith  in  his  pledge,  and  I  fear  that  I 
the  Bechuanas  and  the  Zulus,  with  the  ' 
invasion  of  their  territory  as  an  excuse,  ! 
may  be  encouraged  to  take  part  in  the  • 
war.     It  is  no  justification  for  encourag- 
ing the  natives  to  attack  the  Boers  that  i 
their  territory  is  invaded,  as  long  as  they  j 
themselves  are  not  attacked.    The  English  | 
are  quite  competent  to  meet  the  Boers  in  i 
Zulul&nd  as  well  as  in  Natal.     The  logic  1 
<»f  the    case   is   perfectly   clear.     If  the 
advance  of  the  Boor  forces  into  Zululand  i 
would  justify  the  incitement  of  the  natives 
U>  attack  them,  the  advance  of  the  Boer  , 
forces  into  Natal  would  be  an  equal  justi- 1 
tkation,  because  the  population  of  Natal  j 
i*  mainly  composed  of  coloured  people,  '. 
consisting  of   one   Englishman  to  about  > 
seven  natives.    Therefore,  when  the  Boers 
advanced  into  Natal  they  advanced  into  a 
wontry  mainly  populated  by  natives.  Was  , 
that  held  to  be  an  excuse  for  inciting  the  | 
Wives  to  rise  in  defence  of  their  own 
krals  \  Therefore,  there  is  no  real  excuse  [ 
for  inciting  the  natives  to  rise  in  Zulu-  j 
hod  and  not  in  Natal,  because  for  prac- , 
tkal  purposes  the  two  countries  are  pre- 1 
ciady  similar,  being  both  British  territory  • 
udboth  populated   mainly   by  natives,  j 
There  is  one  point  I  desire  to  mention, 
wl  that  is  a  question  which  has  been 
raised  in  my  mind  by  two  remarkable 
incidents.     The  suffering    produced    by 
thin  war  has  been  terrible  both   in   this  I 
wuntry  and  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  Trans-  j 
taal,  of  course,  the  suffering  has    been  I 
infinitely    greater.      I    was    very    much 
•track   by    receiving    yesterday  a  moBt 
remarkable    document    from    the    Asso- 
ciated Poor  Law  Boards  of  Great  Britain 
-  I  saw  no  such  appeal  from  Ireland — 
asking   me  to  use  my  influence  in  this 
House  to  get  some  aid  from  the  Imperial 
Treasury  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
Ae  men  killed  in  the  war,  who  are  now 
distressed  and  seeking  outdoor  relief.     I 
*ant  to  know  from  the  Under  Secretary 
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before  we  vote  this  money  what  is  to  be 
done  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  these 
men  1  Many  of  the  men  who  have  been 
killed  are  my  own  countrymen,  and  we 
all  remember  recently  the  scene  which 
occurred  when  an  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman opposite  made  an  outrageous  charge 
against  the  Irish  people.*  Undoubtedly  the 
Irish  have  suffered  a  great  deal  more  in 
these  tights  than  the  English.  When 
the  last  returns  were  made  up,  as  far  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  the  proportion 
was  nearly  twice  as  many  Irishmen 
killed  and  wounded  in  proportion  in  their 
number  in  South  Africa  as  Englishmen. 
That  is  a  remarkable  incident,  and  of 
course  it  increases  the  amount  of  suffering 
in  Ireland,  and  it  made  us  rather  irritable 
when  we  were  informed  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  that  the  Irish  never 
attacked  in  front.  That  is  one  incident 
which  induces  me  to  ask  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  what  the  Govern- 
ment mean  to  do  to  supplement  the 
charitable  funds  being  raised  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  men  who  have 
been  killed,  and  also  for  the  men  who  have 
been  maimed  for  life  in  this  war.  The 
second  incident  is  very  remarkable  and 
striking,  and  is  indeed  nothing  short  of 
a  public  scandal.  It  was  piiblished  in 
the  Irish  papers  the  day  before  yester- 
day. A  young  Reserve  man  employed  in 
the  town  of  Tralee  was  sent  out  to  the 
war,  and  arrived  home  recently  maimed 
for  life ;  he  has  a  wife  and  two  children 
and  has  to  depend  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life  on  6d.  per  day,  the  same  pension 
which  he  had  before  he  went  to  the  war, 
with  the  difference  that  he  is  now 
crippled.  It  so  happened  that  in  the 
same  week  an  Irish  policeman  who  had 
retired  on  a  pension  of  £60  a  year, 
in  consequence  of  some  slight  injury  he 
got,  suddenly  bethought  himself  ho 
would  apply  to  the  county  court  judge 
for  compensation  for  a  malicious  injury, 
and  this  worthy  policeman  got  £670 
compensation,  having  already  a  pension 
from  the  Imperial  Government  of  £60  a 
year,  whereas  the  poor  man  from  South 
Africa  after  fighting  the  battles  of  your 
Empire  is  put  off  with  6d.  a  day  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  I  want  to  know  if 
that  is  justice,  and  how  you  are  going  to 
defend  it  ?  What  is  there  so  sacred  in  an 
Irish  policeman  that  he  should  get  a  pen- 
sion of  £60  a  year,  and  £670  in  cash  for 
an  injury  which,  as  far  as  I  can  gather 

*  See    Hie  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxviii.,  p.  534. 
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from  the  newspapers,  was  much  less  than 
that  suffered  by  the  poor  soldier  in  the 
war  \  I  say  it  is  monstrous,  and  if  you 
induce  these  men  to  fight  your  battles  in 
♦South  Africa  you  ought  at  least  to  have 
the  decency  when  they  come  home 
maimed  for  life  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
workhouse.  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  you  have  difficulty  in 
netting  recruits  when  the  treatment  you 
give  to  these  unfortunate  men  is  placed 
side  by  side  with  the  treatment  given  to 
-a  policeman.  There  is  one  other  matter 
on  which  I  think  too  much  cannot  l»e 
said  in  view  of  the  feeling  in  Ireland  as 
to  the  pressure  which  has  been  put  on 
some  of  the  Irish  Militia  regiments  to 
volunteer.  I  do  not  pretend,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  know  the  whole  truth  of  what 
has  happened  in  this  matter,  but  we  know 
that  the  impression  in  Ireland  is  that 
these  men  have  been  entrapped.  It  is 
perfectly  well  known  that  in  the  case  of 
the  North  Cork  Militia  the  men 
were  absolutely  ignorant  of  what 
they  were  doing,  and  had  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  going  to  South 
Africa,  when  they  were  packed  into  a 
train  and  carried  off.  I  hold  a  very 
strong  view  on  this  matter.  I  think  no 
man,  as  long  as  you  profess  to  have  a 
voluntary  system,  ought  to  be  sent  out  of 
the  eoimtry  to  war  until  he  has  consented, 
and  I  want  to  know  from  the  Under 
Secretary  what  is  the  machinery  by  which 
a  regiment  is  called  upon  to  volunteer, 
and  what  security  have  the  public  that 
each  man  is  allowed  to  express  his  own 
view.  I  say  distinctly  we  are  entitled  to 
raise  this  subject  again  and  again  until 
we  have  some  security  that  every 
individual  Militiaman  shall  have  a  choice 
as  to  whether  he  shall  go  to  the  wac  or 
not.  I  think  that  is  a  fair  and  reasonable 
demand,  and  one  to  which  no  soldier 
ought  to  object.  It  is  all  the  more  neces- 
sary to  insist  on  this  matter,  because  I 
saw  in  one  of  the  newspapers  an  article 
headed  "  Treason  in  the  Ranks,"  which 
called  on  the  Government  to  instantly 
take  the  most  stringent  measures  against 
n  corporal  in  the  North  Jjouth  Militia, 
because  he  had  advised  some  of  his  com- 
rades not  to  volunteer  for  the  war.  We 
were  told  the  other  day  in  this  House 
that  instructions  were  given  to  the  officers 
that  no  compulsion  was  to  be  put  on  the 
men,  but  if  we  are  now  told  that  it  is 
treason  for  a  man  to  advise  another  not  to 
enlist  for  foreign  service,  I  should  like  to 

Mr.  Dillon. 


;  know  what  the  value  of  these  instructions 
are.  I  think  feeling  in  Ireland  will 
demand  some  specific  statement  which  will 

|  convince  the  people  that  these  men  have 
been  fairly  dealt  with,  and  are  going  out 
of  their  own  free  will.  In  this  war,  as  in 
previous  wars,  you  have  found  great  diffi- 

j  culty  in  getting  recruits.  We  have  had 
speeches  in  this  House,  and  also  a  remark- 
able   speech    in    another     place,    which 

j  seemed  to  point  directly  at  conscription, 

I  and  really,  judging  from  the  advance  of  the 
military  spirit  in  this  House  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years,  I  think  we  are 
within  measurable  distance  of   it.     You 

I  have  found  that  it  is  almost  impossible, 
by  the  voluntary  system,  to  fill  the  ranks 
of  your  Army  with  men  of  proper  phy- 
sique. I  was  reading  yesterday  in  the 
Lincet  a  most  interesting  article  on  the 

I  physique     of    the    Boers.      The    writer 

1  pointed  out  that  taking  the  whole  male 

;  Boer  population  between  the  ages  of  sixty- 
five    and    fifteen  —  and    Mr.    Winston 

i  Churchill,  in  his  wonderful  letters  to  the 
Morning  Post,  has  told  us  that  1k>vs  of  the 
latter  age  have  been  picked  up  on  the 
l>attlefield — it  would,  as  regards  physique, 

!  outdistance  your  Army  of  men  picked  in 
accordance  with  your  standard.  That  is 
a  pretty  condition  of  things  you    have 

•  been -brought  to.  I  feel  1  would  stray 
altogether  outside  the  limits  of  order  n 
I  enlarged  on  a  favourite  subject  of 
mine,  namely,  the  abomination  and 
infamy  of  the  policy  which  has  exter- 
minated or  driven  out  of  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  even  England,  the  popu- 
lation which  must  be  the  basis  of  a  real 

I  fighting  force — namely,  those  who  live  in 
independence  in  their  own  country  and 
till  the  land.  You  were  never  content 
until  you  had  decimated  the  population, 
and  you  rejoiced  when  they  fled  by 
millions  from  Ireland.  You  would  be 
very  clad  to  have  some  of  them  back  now, 
and  the  time  may  yet  come  that  when,  in 
your  extremity,  owing  to  this  same 
monstrous  idea  of  Imperialism,  which  w» 
hear  on  every  side,  you  will  have  tomato 
an  ever  increasing    demand  on   the  re- 

!  sources  of  the  population  to  fill  your 
Army,   you   will   repent  the   brutal  and 

j  savage  way  in  which  you  destroyed  the 

i  population  of  Ireland. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  OT 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  WynmuM, 
Dover) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has  jus* 
sat  down   began   his  speech  by  asking 
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whether  I,  as  the  Minister  in  charge,  in- 
tended  to  speak  in    the  course  of  the 
evening.     I   admit   under  ordinary    cir- 
cumstances and  in  any  customary  delate 
.such  a  question  might  be  put  at  a  much 
earlier  hour.     I  have,   it   is  true,  main- 
tained my  place  on  this  bench  from  half 
past   four  until  nearly  half  past  eleven, 
tiut  I  think  [  have  been  amply  justified 
in   the  course  I  have  taken.     I  did  not 
lake  that  course  in  order  to  show  any  want 
of  respect  towards  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Ireland,    who     come    here     to     express 
what,     they     tell     us,     are     the    views 
of      their     constituents,     but      I      had 
to   strike   a    l>alance   between  what  was 
due  to   the   representatives  of  the    Irish 
constituencies  and  what  was  due  to  the 
representatives  of  all   the   other  consti- 
tuencies in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Ease  Clare,  who  intervened 
xwice  in  this  debate,   on   both  occasions 
frankly  said  he  was  well  aware  that   he 
was  out  of  touch  with   the  sentiments  of 
this  House  and   of   this   country,  but  he 
claimed  the  right,  since  Ireland  is  repre- 
sented    in     this     Imperial    Parliament, 
to      give      us       what      he      told      us 
were  the  views  of  his  constituents.     I 
admit  the  right  of  the  hon.  Member,  but 
in  my  opinion  the  hon.   Member   is  not 
entitled  to  demand  that  I  should  engage 
-  -if,  indeed,  I  could  hope  to  engage  it  upon 
*uch  subjects — the  attention  of  other  hon. 
Members  on  such  questions  as  Home  Rule, 
the  position  of  Ireland  in  the  Empire,  the 
hon.  Member's  regret  for  the  action-  -in 
which  we  glory  -of  his  own  countrymen 
in  South  Africa,  and  many  other  kindred 
topics  upon  which  he  dwelt  with  regret, 
but    upon  some  of  which  we  dwell  with 
endtation.      It  seemed  to   me  that   my 
proper  course  was  to  listen  with  respect- 
ful silence  to  speeches  which  moved  me 
to  great  pity.      I  cannot  contemplate  the 
position  of  Irish  Members  at  this  moment 
in  the  evolution  of  our  Empire  without 
feeling  the   greatest   and  most  heartfelt 
regret,  inasmuch  as  men  of  every  religion 
and  every  race  have  found  it  possible- -in 
*pite  perhaps  of  injustice,  in  spite  perhaps 
tf    callousness      on    the   part    of     the 
party    which     may      have      ruled       at 
one  time  or  the  other  in  this  country — 
Juhjects  of  the  Crown  in  every  part  of  rler 
Majesty's  dominions  have  found  it  possible 
to  take  a  corporate  pride  and  joy  in  the 
gradual  evolution  of  the  Empire.    I  am  not 
going  into  the  reasons  for  this  attitude, 
which  seems  so  particular  to  Ireland.     I 


note,  however,  that  whereas  we  have  over 
and  over  again  gone  out  of  our  way  to 
stand  in  the  white  sheet  of  penitence,  and 
to  say  that  no  doubt  there  were  mistakes 
in  the  past,  I  have  never  heard  one  Irish 
Mcml>er  in  this  House  assume  even  hypo- 
thetically  for  the  purposes  of  argument 
that  he  or  his  predecessors  had  ever  made 
one  wrong  turn  in  this  game  which  has 
lasted  so  long.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Montrose  Burghs  in  one  of  his  admirable 
hooks  said  that  too  many  good  fellows 
would  l>e  in  the  wrong  if  Rousseau  were 
always  in  the  right,  and  viewing  in  hasty 
historical  retrospect  the  relations  which 
have  obtained  between  Ireland  and  this 
country,  I  really  think  it  is-  -well-  im- 
possible according  to  the  doctrine  of 
chances  that  the  English,  Scottish.  Welsh, 
Australians,  Canadians,  New  Zealanders, 
the  feudatory  Princes  of  India,  the 
Volunteers  of  Hong  Kong,  and  everybody 
is  wrong,  and  that  the  Irish  Members  in 
this  House— not  the  Irish  people,  still  less 
the  Irish  soldiers  or  the  Irish  Militia — are 
in  the  right  and  alone  in  the  right. 
Since  that  is  my  view,  I  felt  it  was  more 
consistent  with  it,  and  with  what  was 
due  to  hon.  Members,  to  listen  to 
them  in  silence.  But  then  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  rose  and  said  that  he 
was  going  to  leave  wide  fields  and  address 
a  few  pointed  questions  to  myself  on  this 
Vote.  I  own  I  prefer  the  speeches  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.  In 
the  first  place  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  endeavoured  to  create  a  little  diffi- 
culty over  the  rates  of  pay  which  were 
given  to  the  colonial  forces  in  South 
Africa,  and  he  put  forward  some  astonish- 
ing tale,  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge, 
that  the  members  of  some  force  are  in 
receipt  of  1  lis.  per  day.  I  may  tell  the 
hon.  Member  that  we  are  taking  £52,000 
for  the  payment  of  colonial  troops  in 
South  Africa.  It  is  difficult  to  give  the 
exact  particulars,  since  fresh  troops  are 
raised  every  day.  A  short  time  ago  a 
thousand  Colonial  troops  were  raised  in 
South  Africa,  and  5,000  to  G.UOti  troops 
came  from  other  colonies,  but  both  are 
increasing  from  day  to  day,  and  I  cannot 
give  the  precise  number  at  present. 

Mil  DILLON:  Does  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer bear  the  whole  cost  I 

Mil    WYNDHAM:    Iui  the    case    of 
troops  coming  from  other  colonies  we  are 

11  2 


475        Army  (Suppkmeniary)  {COMMONS} 


Estimate*. 


47* 


paying  them  precisely  the  rates  we  give 
to  our  own  soldiers.  In  the  case  of 
South  African  troops  the  question  is  more 
complicated  because  there  have  been  in 
South  Africa  for  some  time  colonial 
troops  in  receipt  of  different  rates  of  pay, 
and  it  has  been  impossible  and  inexpedient 
to  alter  those  rates  at  a  moment's 
notice.  As  I  have  informed  the  House  it 
seems  to  me  we  are  approaching  the  time 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  consider  this 
question,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest 
moment  to  the  Empire,  calmly  and 
dispassionately  in  consultation  with  the 
representatives  of  all  our  colonies. 
Upon  that  ground  therefore,  and  on  that 
ground  alone,  I  decline  to  be  drawn  into 
logic-chopping  over  a  difference  of  three- 
pence or  sixpence  as  to  the  remuneration 
which  men  ought  to  receive  who  go  to 
the  front,  or  to  affront  people  who 
offer  troops,  when  troops  are  needed, 
by  entering  into  long  negotiations  over 
the  remuneration  to  be  given  to  those 
troops.  The  hon.  Member  asked  if 
we  were  reduced  to  such  a  state  that 
we  had  to  offer  inducements  to  those 
who  are  incarcerated  for  their  country's 
good  to  volunteer.  What  is  the  good*  of 
reading  out  highly-spiced  reminiscences  in 
a  newspaper  of  the  conditions  which  are 
alleged  to  have  existed,  not  now,  but  a 
hundred  years  ago — a  re-hash  of  passages 
from  Macaulay  and  other  writers  who 
have  themselves  drawn  a  highly  coloured 
contrast  between  the  past  and  the  present  ? 
The  hon.  Member  comes  here  and  wags 
his  head  and  tells  us  on  the  authority  of 
the  Gl6t>c  newspaper  these  things,  and 
asks,  "  What  guarantee  can  you  give  me 
that  similar  practices  are  not  going  on 
now  1 "  The  whole  point  of  the  article 
was  to  draw  a  contrast,  and  a  just  con- 
trast, between  the  past  and  the  present. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  ought 
to  follow  the  hon.  Member  in  his 
attack  on  the  press  of  this  country. 
That  is  rather  a  wide  turning  move- 
ment. I  do  not  think  it  will  drive 
me  from  my  kopje  in  defending  the  Vote. 
When  the  hon.  Member  goes  out  of  his 
way  to  make  that  attack,  I  believe  he 
will  find  that  he  has  lost  himself  in  the 
veldt.  But  the  hon.  Member  did  make 
an  attack  to  which  I  am  bound  to  reply. 
He  was  good  enough  to  say  that  he  had 
no  longer  any  confidence  in  the  pledge 
which  I  had  given  to  this*  House,  as  to 
our  actual  intention  of  restraining  the 
Mr.  Uryndham, 


I  natives  of  South  Africa  from  taking  part 
|  in  the  war. 

I      Mr.  DILLON  :   The  hon.   Gentleman 
'  has, misunderstood  me.     What  I  said  was. 
that,  after  reading  the  statement  of  the 
First  Lord   of  the   Treasury  that  under 
;  the  present   circumstances   the    Govern- 
ment might  be  compelled  to  reconsider, 
,  in  the  immediate  future,  the  pledge  they 
i  had  given,  I  could  no  longer  give  them 
my  confidence. 

xMr.  WYNDHAM  :  If  that  is  a  with- 
drawal, I  will  not  pursue  the  argument, 
because  I  feel  it  is  useless  to  give  further 
assurances  to  people  who  attach  no  value 
to  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Nothing  is  further  from 
my  intention  than  to  say  that  I  could 
give  no  confidence  to  the  hon.  Member's 
personal  statements. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Well,  I  withdraw 
that  entirely  ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman's, 
maimer  of  presenting  his  case  is  rather 
difficult  to  understand.  A  distinct  pledge 
was  given  in  this  House  by  myself  that, 
so  far  from  encouraging  the  natives 
of  South  Africa  to  take  part  in  the 
war,  the  Government,  through  our 
Commissioner  in  Zululand  and  Basuto- 
landy    were     doing     their     very     beat, 

i  under  difficult  circumstances,  to  prevent 

|  any  such  horrible  occurrence  taking 
place.  I  think  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  House   that  that  Commissioner, 

i  owing  to  his  personal  duty  and  to  the 
influence  he  had  acquired  over  the 
natives,  had  prevented  a  rising.     It  was 

1  because  the  Boers  were  reported  to  be 
about  to  invade  Zululand  and  attack  the 

1  natives  that  a  member  of  this  Govern- 
ment replied  to  a  question  in  the  House 

'  that  if  the  Boers  did  so  it  would  be  open  to 
the  natives  to  defend  themselves.     And 

(  what   other  statement  could   have  been. 

!  made  ?     Yet  the  hon.    Member,  because 

.  of  that  statement,  feels  that  he  is  entitled 
to  say  that  he  can  no  longer  have  any 
confidence  in  a  pledge  given  some  months 

I  ago.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  leave  the 
matter  where  it  stands.  So  long  as  we 
can  keep  the  natives  from  taking  part  in 

|  this  war  we  will  spare  no  effort  in  attain- 
ing that  object ;  but  if  the  Boers,  or, 
indeed,  any  other  Power,  attack  the 
natives,  we  are  not  going  to  prevent  those 
natives  from  defending  themselves. 
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the  object  of  making  the  point  clear,  I 
<Iesire  to  ask  whether  it  is  not  the  fact 
that  the  Boers  made  an  inroad  into 
Zululand  tiecause  a  British  column  had 
gone  into  that  country  previously. 

Mr.  WYXDHAM :  I  cannot  answer 
the  hon.  Member  on  that  point ;  but  it  is 
irrelevant  to  the  answer  I  have  given. 
My  answer  was,  that  if  the  Boers 
attacked  the  Zulus  they  were  quite  entitle*  I 
to  defend  themselves.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  complained  of  the 
pensions  and  allowances  to  the  widows  and 
children  of  soldiers  who  had  died  in  this 
war.  I  am  sure  that  the  hon.  Member 
does  not  wish  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  widows  and  children  of  Irish 
soldiers  and  those  of  English  and  Scotch 
soldiers. 


Mil    DILLON:   No. 
•was  drawn. 


No  distinction 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  think  the 
tion.  Member  should,  because  no  distinc- 
tion is  really  drawn.     The  whole  case  of 
pensions  and  allowances   is,  as  the  House 
is  aware,  governed  by  certain  rules  which 
are  universal  in  their  application.     Most 
hon.    Members    who    were   present   will 
recollect  that  we  had  recently  an  interest- 
ing debate  on  the  subject  of  an  attempt 
to   reorganise  the   funds   subscribed    by 
charitable  persons,  both  recently  and  in 
the  past,  for   the  benefit   of  the  widows 
and  other  dependents  of  soldiers  who  died 
in  war.     The  Government  are   about  to 
appoint,  even   if  they  have  not  already 
appointed,  a   very  strong  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  of  this  question, 
and  we  feel  it  would  >>e  a  mistake  to  offer 
wiy    pronouncement,   or    to    make    any 
promise   on  this  subject,  until  we  have 
bad  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  conclu- 
rion  at  which  these  Commissioners  have 
arrived.     But  should  it  prove  to  be  the 
«se,  after   the  Commissioners   have  re 
ported,  that  there  is  room  for  some  sub- 
vention in   addition  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  that   is  a  recommendation 
*toch    the      Government     would     cou- 
pler   most     earnestly     and     carefully. 
Tho  time     has     not     yet    come,    how- 
ler, to    express     any    definite     view 
**n  this  question,  but  only  to  say  it  is  one 
>e  regard  as  of  great  importance.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  bringing  up  again 
the  question  of  pressure  upon  the  Irish 
^iltaa.    Well,  I  really  despair  of  dis- 


cussing the  question  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber ;  we  approach  it  from  such  different 
points  of  view.  Our  assumption-  and  I 
can  give  him  evidence  that  that  assump- 
tion is  right-  -is  that  the  Irish  Militia 
regiments,  and  individual  men  of  these 
regiments,  are  as  eager  as  other  Militia 
regiments  and  men  to  secure  what  is, 
after  all,  the  crown  of  a  soldier's  profes- 
sion. (Hon.  Members  :  Oh  :  Oh  ! ) 
The  assumption  of  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland  is  that  Irish  Militia  regiments 
and  Irish  Militiamen,  of  all  people  in  the 
world,  are  dying  to  enjoy  ease  at  home, 
while  their  comrades  in  amis  are  winning 
glory  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Not  at  all.  My  assump- 
tion is  that  nine-tenths  of  the  Irish 
Militiamen  consider  this  war  a  most 
atrocious  war. 

Mr,  SWIFT  MacNKILL:  A  robber's 
war. 

Mil.  WYNDHAM  :  Oddly  enough,  1 
am  in  absolute  agreement  with  the  senti- 
ment expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  although  1  differ  very  much 
from  his  application  of  it.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  asked  the  other 
day  if  the  Government  did  not  think  it 
very  wrong  to  put  any  pressure  uj>on  the 
men  in  the  Militia  when  they  were 
making  up  their  minds  upon  so  grave  a 
matter  as  to  whether  they  should  serve 
in  South  Africa  or  remain  at  home. 
I  think  that  no  pressure  ought  to  be 
put  upon  the  men,  and,  as  far  as  the 
Government  are  concerned,  we  have  done 
all  in  our  power  to  see  that  no  pressure 
is  put  upon  them.  Can  hon.  Members 
for  Ireland  say  the  same  ?  Probably  hon. 
Members  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
documents  that  are  now  littered  aliout 
the  Militia  barracks  of  Ireland  informing 
the  men  who  are  having  an  op]M>rtunity 
given  them  of  joining  their  comrades  in 
South  Africa  that  they  are  "  all  marked 
down  for  murder";  and  hon.  Members 
will  perhaps  disbelieve  it,  but  it  is 
true,  that  in  one  circular  I  have  seen  the 
priests  are  appealed  to  ''  not  to  abandon 
thousands  of  the  poor  to  death  and 
mutilation  in  a  war  of  hell/'  Let  me  read 
this  passage  — 

•'The  eurse  of  Ireland's  martyred  dead  U» 
on  the  Irishman,  lineal  or  layman,  who  allows 
the  wretched  Irish  Militia  to  Ikj  trap]ie<l  into 
slaughter"    -  — 

[Cheers  from  the   Irish    benches.!     Hon. 
Members  cheer  that ;  then  d<>  not  let  them 
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talk  any  more  about  pressure  in  this  House. 
Sir,  there  has  l>een  no  pressure  on  our 
part.  That  there  has  been  pressure  on 
the  part  of  others  I  know,  not  only  from 
these  documents,  but  from  a  telegram  I 
have  received  from  an  Irish  regiment 
which,  underpressure — under  compulsion, 
I  hold  it — did  not  volunteer.  [Hon. 
Members  on  the  Irish  benches  :  >Vhat 
is  the  regiment  ?]  I  will  not  give  you 
the  regiment,  but  a  telegram  has  been 
received  from  an  Irish  Militia  regiment 
imploring  us  to  allow  them  to  re-consider 
their  decision.  But  it  is  too  late. 
This  is  not  an  unlimited  opportunity. 
When  all  are  striving  for  this 
great  honour —  [Hon.  Members  on  the 
Irish  Benches :  Oh,  oh  !]—  when  the 
opportunity  of  accepting  it  is  given  as  a 
reward  for  excellence  in  rotation  of  the 
regiments  which  stand  highest  in  the 
credit  of  the  War  Office — when  any  regi- 
ment is  over-persuaded,  or  compelled  by 
those  who  agree  with  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  refuse  or  miss  their  chance, 
that  chance  is  not  likely  to  return. 
Those  Irish  Militia  regiments  which  have 
been  deluded  into  missing  their  chance  of 
going  to  the  front  now  regret  their 
action ;  while  those  regiments  who  with- 
stood the  seductive  documents  circulated 
amongst  them,  when  asked  to  volunteer 
threw  their  caps  up  into  the  air  with  joy 
and  cheered  for  the  Ministry.  I  am 
persuaded  that  Irish  soldiers,  whether  in 
the  Line  regiments  or  in  the  Militia 
battalions,  need  no  guidance  from  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  when  they  are 
endeavouring  to  discover  the  path  of  duty, 
and  that  they,  like  many  of  their  country- 
men before  them,  have  found  the  path  of 
duty  the  road  to  honour  and  glory. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  has  had  this  session  an  unparal- 
leled opportunity  for  exhibiting,  to  the 
delectation  of  the  House,  his  undoubted 
powers   as   a  speaker.     No  one  has  wit- 
nessed the  development  of  these  powers 
with  greater  interest  and  admiration  than 
the    Irish    Members.       But    I    may    be 
allowed,  with  regret,  to  say  that  I  think 
it  is  a    mistake   for    him   to  adopt   the 
very   lofty  tone  he  has    done    to-night. 
When     the    hon.    Member   regards   the 
attitude   of  the    Irish     Members  and   a 
great     portion     of     the     Irish      people 
towards     the     war    with    nothing     but 
pity,    I   must    be   allowed   to  say   he  is  , 
Mr.  J Ty in! ham.  I 


adopting  an  attitude  which  verges  very 
nearly  on  the  ridiculous.     This   debate- 
has  gone  on  practically  on  the  same  lines- 
for    over  a    week.      [Hon.    Members: 
Hear,  hear.]     I  am  the  first  to  admit  it, 
and  1  take  some  pride  in  the  fact  that 
the   opposition   to  this   Vote    has    been 
mainly  canned  on  by  the  Irish  Members. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War,  quoting  Rousseau's  witty  saying 
and  applying  it  to  Ireland,  declared  that 
Ireland  must  be  wrong  because  so  many 
good  fellows  are   of  the   other   way  of 
thinking,  and  he  had  the  audacity  to  cite 
in  support  of  his  interpretation  the  case 
of  Canada.     What  is  the  case  of  Canada  f 
'<  Until  Canada  got  such  a  system  of  Home 
Rule  as  we  demand  for  Ireland,  it  was  a 
!  country  which  seethed  with  rebellion  and 
sedition.     The  French  Canadian  popula- 
tion were  granted  Home  Rule  when  they 
were  actually  in  arms  against  this  country,. 
;  and  does  the   hon.   Gentleman   ask  this- 
House  for  a  moment  to  l>elieve  that  if  the 
system  which  still  exists  in  Ireland  had 
continued  in  Canada,  the  slightest  tokens 
of  loyalty  or  support  would  have  been 
given  to  Britain  at  the  present  moment  f 
It  is  not  fair  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
I  applying  that  witty  saying  of  Rousseau 
'  to  confine  his  view  solely  to  the  British 
!  Empire.      Why  does  he  not  extend   hw 
new  w  the  civilised  world  I    If  he  does 
so,   he    will  find   that   every  nation    in 
Europe  except  Turkey  is  against  England 
in  this  war ;  and  not  only  the  opinion  of 
,  every   nation    in    Europe,    but  the   un- 
doubted opinion  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
—[Hon.  Members:  No,  no!]— and  I  apply 
that  witty   remark  of  Rousseau  to  the 
Government  of  England  to-day  by  say- 
ing  that  "there  are  too  many  good  people 
i  in  the  world  who  would  be  wrong  if  you, 
were  right."     I  do  not  intend  to  delay 
the  House  on  this  occasion.     I  have  said 
the  opposition  to  this  money  Vote  has 
come    almost    entirely    from    the    Irish 
Members,  and  I  am  proud  of  it     I  know 
that  our  power  in  this  House  is  limited; 
but  if  it  were  in  our  power  we  would  not 
permit  the  Government  to  get  a  single 
farthing  of  this  Vote.     We  are  hampered 
in  our  action,  and  all  we  are  able  to  do 
is  to  make  it  perfectly  clear,  and  beyond 
all  doubt,  what  the  attitude  of  the  Irish 
Members  and  people  is  in  regard  to  this 
war.     I  think  we  have  succeeded  in  our 
object.     For  my  pai'V  I  see  no  particular 
use  in  continuing,  this  debate  for  another 
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hour  or  two.     The  voting  of  this  money  ■ 
is  not  the  end  of  this  matter.     No  one 
supposes  that  this  thirteen  millions  will  i 
see  us  through  this  war,  and  therefore 
the  subject  will  come  up  again  and  again 
liefore  the  House,  and  the  Irish  Memiiers 
will  continue  at  every  step  to  make  use 
of  every  power  available  under  the  Con- 
stitution   to   thwart    the   efforts   of    the 
Government  to  suppress  the  independence 
i if    the    two    South   African    Republics. 
The  other  day,  when  we  asked  that  this 
war  should  be  stopped,  we  were  met  by 
the  argument  that  it  was  unreasonable  to 
expect   that,  the  war.  should  be  stopped 
until  the  Boer  invasion  was  repelled.     1 
am   sorry  to  say  it  is  likely   that   that 
time     may     arrive     soon :      but     when 
it     does      arrive     I     want      to      know 
what     attitude    other     hon.    Gentlemen 
will    take  ]     We    I  lis  h  men    have     been 
almost  alone  in  the  division  lobby,  and  1 
assert  that  in  the  votes  we  have  given 
we  have  lieen  representing  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Members  of  this  House, 
who  for   one    reason    or    another    were 
either  ashamed  or  afraid  to  vote  in  our 
lobby.     I  think  there  is  very  little  doubt 
;dout   that.     If    anyone    looks  through 
the  division  list  he  will  see  a  remarkable 
absence  of  hon.  Members.     1  ho|>e  when 
the  time  comes,  if  it  ever  does    come, 
when  the  Boer  invasion  of  British  terri- 
tory is  repelled,  that  these  hon.  Members 
will  take  heart  of  grace,  and  join  in  our 
efforts  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close  on  the 
basis  of  the  independence  of  the  two  Re- 
publics.     [Hon.     Members  -.    No,  no  !] 
[Cheers  and  counter  cheers.]     I  think  it 
i*  rather   unworthy    of    the    House    of 
Commons  to  deny  assent  to  a  statement 
uf  that  kind.     It  ought  never  to  be  for- 
gotten that  the  argument  put  forward  at  . 
the  commencement  of  this  business  was 
that  the  war  was  not  a  war  of  aggrandise- 
ment, but  to  obtain  certain  rights  lor  certain 
Rritiah  subjects.  But  if  hon.  MemWs  deny 
t      fcsetit  to  my   argument,  then    the  eha- 

I  meter  of  the  war  is  changed,  and  it 
tocuines  a  war  of  aggression  to  seize  the 
_  territories  of  the  Republics.  I  know  not 
«hat  the  future  may  have  in  store  for  us 
i»  this  matter.  My  own  belief  is  that 
thia  war,  if  you  persist  in  your  present 
attitude,  will  List  a  considerable  time 
"uleed,  and  that  onljT  when  you  begin 
the  march  to  Pretoria  the  real  trouble 
*iN  commence.  The  taxpayers  of  the 
ymntry  will  then  tind  that,  if  the  war 
ls  persisted  in,  it  will  cost  not  ten  millions 


nor  twenty-three  millions,  but  more  than 
a  hundred"  millions,  and  that  the  loss  of 
life  will  reach  fifteen  thousand  or  twenty 
thousand  men.  I  am  profoundly  con- 
vinced that  the  whole  of  the  Government 
policy  will  end  in  disaster,  and  that 
there  will  come  a  reaction  against  their 
policy.  When  that  reaction  does  come,, 
when  reason  returns  to  her  place,  and  the 
war  fever,  which  is  swaying  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  this  country,  is  abated,  I 
lwlieve  that  Ireland  and  her  national 
aspirations  will  not  stand  any  worse 
chance  ljceause  of  this  crisis,  or  localise,, 
in  spite  of  odium  and  misrepresentation 
inside  and  outside  this  House,  she  has 
lifted  her  voice  on  every  occasion  in 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  South 
African  Republics. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  The  Under  Secretory  of  State  for 
War  displayed  some  ingenuity  in  his 
efforts  to  conceal  the  poverty  of  his 
arguments  under  the  veil  of  pleasantry 
and  good  humour.  1  was  very  glad  to 
find  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  sense 
of  humour,  because  it  shows  that  he  has 
at  least  a  drop  of  Irish  blood  in  his  veins. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  expressed  great  grief 
for  the  position  which  the  Irish  Members 
have  taken  up  in  this  House  in  regard  to 
the  war  in  South  Africa  ;  but  why  should 
he  be  surprised  that  the  Irish  Members 
are  opposed  to  a  war  of  this  kind  I  Has 
he  not  read  the  history  of  Ireland,  and 
does  he  know  nothing  of  the  condition 
of  the  Irish  people  for  the  last  hundred 
years  ?  Could  he  possibly  imagine 
that  the  Irish  people  could  join  in  approv- 
ing the  most  iniquitous  and  atrocious  war 
which  ever  England  has  provoked  for  the 
destruction  of  a  free  people  .'  The  hon. 
Gentleman  also  referred  to  that  very 
delicate  question  of  race  against  race  in 
South  Africa.  When  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Colonial  Secretary 
plainly  hinted  the  other  day  that  the 
native  races  of  South  Africa  would  bo 
instigated  to  fight  against  the  Boers  if 
occasion  arose,  I  could  not  help  being 
reminded  of  what  you  did  during  the 
War  of  Independence  in  America.  You 
instigated  and  armed  the  Red  Indians  to 
scalp  your  own  countrymen  because  they 
wrere  fighting  for  their  own  independence 
You  would  have  done  that  in  South 
Africa  if  your  defeats  had  continued,  and 
would  have  instigated  and  armed  Zulu 
and  Basuto  savages  to  fight  against  the 
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Boers.  The  only  thing  that  would  stop 
you  would  be  if  you  gained  a  few 
victories.  The  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
to  the  question  of  pressure  on  the  Irish 
Militia.  It  is  not  a  question  of  pressure 
at  all.  We  know  very  well  that  you 
have  deluded  them  and  deceived  them.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  Vote  of  £13,000,000 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war  for  two 
reasons.  I  say  it  is  an  atrocious  waste  of 
money  to  spend  £23,000,000  on  the  con- 
tinance  of  a  war  for  the  destruction  of  the 
independence  of  the  Boers  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  the  Orange  Free  State,  when  you 
have  tens  of  thousands  of  people  starving, 
and  you  can  find  no  money  to  relieve  their 
distress,  and  to  provide  better  and  more 
sanitary  houses  for  them  instead  of  the 
slums  in  which  they  are  packed  together 
in  droves.  My  other  reason  is  that  you 
have  50,000,000  of  starving  people  in 
India.  What  are  you  doing  for  them? 
They  are  your  subjects  You  under- 
took to  govern  them,  but  ever  since 
your  rule  has  been  established  in  India, 
you  have  had  famines  almost  every  other 
year.  These  fifty  millions  are  dying  of 
hunger,  and  you  are  doing  nothing  to 
save  them  from  starvation.  You  are 
fighting  to  give  the  franchise  to  the  rap- 
scallions and  scum  of  all  the  nations  in 
Johannesburg ;  have  you  given  the  fran- 
chise to  the  people  of  India,  your  own 
subjects  ?  You  go  to  war  to  give  the 
seven  years  franchise  to  the  Uitlanders  of 
the  Transvaal,  but  why  don't  you  give 
representative  government  to  the  people 
•of  India,  instead  of  a  despotism,  the  result 
of  which  is  periodical  famines?  When 
you  have  smothered  the  independence  of 
the  Boers  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
Free  State  in  their  own  blood,  the  Dutch 
race  and  the  Irish  race  will  have  one  com- 
mon cause  against  one  common  enemy. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote,  and  for  this 
reason,  that  the  Irish  people  from  one 
•end  of  Ireland  to  the  other,  except  a  few 
men  who  have  gone  to  the  front,  are 
opposed  to  the  war,  because  they  believe 
that  it  is  a  most  unjust  war,  and  has  been 
brought  about  by  fraudulent  means.  I 
aIso  object  to  this  money  being  voted, 
because  one  portion  of  it  is  to  be  spent  in 
arming  Volunteers  and  Yeomanry,  while 
there  are  no  Volunteers  in  Ireland. 
Another  objection  I  have  is,  that  Ireland 
\s  overtaxed  already,  and  that  you  will 

Mr.  James  (JConiwr. 


saddle  on  Ireland  a  portion  of  the  money 
which  is  being  spent  on  this  most  unjust 


*Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
I  desire  in  a  very  few  sentences  to  enter 
my  protest  on  behalf  of  my  constituents 
against  this  Vote,  which  is  to  be  spent  in 
the  prosecution  of  an  unjust  war.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
j  War  wasted  a  good  deal  of  charming 
j  eloquence  to-night  in  saying  little  or 
I  nothing  in  answer  to  the  charges  of  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear  on  the  Irish  Militia 
regiments  to  volunteer  for  the  front.  He 
ridiculed  the  idea  that  any  pressure  had 
been  put  upon  the  Irish  Militia  regiments, 
but  I  believe  the  public  prints,  which 
state  that,  at  all  events,  some  of  the  Irish 
Militia  regiments  stationed  in  England, 
having  learned  their  legal  rights,  have 
changed  their  minds,  and  refused  to  pro- 
ceed to  South  Africa,  and  not  all  the 
power  of  England  will  compel  them  to  go 
on  board  ship.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  the  commanding  officers  are  respon- 
sible persons,  and  above  using  any  pres- 
sure on  the  men  to  volunteer,  but  he 
admits  that  the  system  adopted  in  asking 
the  men  whether  they  wished  to  go  or 
not  was  not  right.  The  whole  regiment 
was  brought  out  on  parade,  including  the 
Reservists  who  were  bound  to  go,  and 
the  question  asked  was — "Those  not 
willing  to  go  step  out  of  the  ranks."  If 
that  was  not  deception  and  pressure  I  do 
not  know  what  is.  But  why  should  the 
Irish  Militia  be  asked  to  go  out  to  South 
Africa  or  to  go  to  England.  They  are  a 
military  force  for  the  protection  of  their 
own  country.  What  is  being  done  is  that 
you  are  taking  away  these  breadwinners 
from  their  families  and  sending  to  Ireland 
in  their  place  British  Militia.  At  this 
moment  the  garrison  of  Dublin  is  made  up 
of  British  Militia ;  and  the  police  courts 
are  every  day  occupied  with  cases  of  the 
most  discreditable  character  and  of  the 
violation  of  the  law  of  property  by  these 
British  Militiamen,  brought  in "  I  suppose 
to  improve  the  morality  of  the  citizens  of 
Dublin,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  British 
Empire.  Only  last  week  there  were 
several  cases  of  burglary,  and  some  of 
these  British  Militiamen  are  not  now  free 
to  go  to  South  Africa  because  they  are 
sent  to  prison.  In  fact,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  mistake  frotf* 
your  point  of  view  that  you  did  not  send 
these  Militiamen  out  to  South  Africa,  bo- 
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rouse  if  they  could  not  take  Pretoria,  name  and  we  will  put  it  to  the  test. 
they  were  rogues  enough  to  steal  it.  But  ]  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Clare 
.about  cur  Irish  Militia  regiments,  the  asked  a  question  to-day  al>out  an  inmate 
mode  of  procedure  with  them  was  first ,  of  Done-aster  Workhouse,  named  Bridget 
to  get  them  into  English  towns,  then  Gavin,  who  ha.s  seven  sons  in  the  Army. 
saturate  and  drug  them  with  bad  whisky  i  Such  are  the  heroes  of  war— the  un- 
in  the  public  houses,  and  next,  use  your  fortunate  Irish  soldiers  who  go  out  to 
moral  influence  upon  them  to  go  and  take  !  fight  for  your  flag.  Only  last  week,  in 
part  in  a  war,  which,  in  common  with  ,  my  own  city  of  Kilkenny,  another  poor 
their  countrymen  at  home,  they  believe  ,  Irishwoman  had  to  appiy  for  relief,  and 
to  l»e  unjust,  and  whose  only  object  is  to  \  got  it,  because  her  two  sons,  her  only 
rob  the  people  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  ■  means  of  support,  had  been  sent  out  to 
Orange  Free  State  of  the  gold  and  dia- !  fight  in  this  infamous  war.  I  hope  that 
monds  they  possess.  The  hon.  Gentle-  [  these  Irish  Militiamen  will  be  led  by  the 
man  said  that  certain  regiments  were  i  spirit  of  their  own  country,  and  not  by 
jealous  because  they  were  deprived  of  |  yours,  and  that  they  will  not  take  part  in 
the  honour  of  going  out  to  fight  in  this 
war.  Why  does  he  not  tell  us  his  autho- 
rity for  that  ?  Surely  a  Minister  of  the  share. 
Crown  is  not  going  to  get  up  beside  that  | 
box  and  discredit  what  we  say,  | 
and  not  give  us  the  name  of  the  i  The  House  divided  :■-- Ayes,  235 :  Noes, 
sender   of    the    telegram.     Give   us  the  j  31.     (Division  List  No.  23.) 


a  war  so  monstrous  and  of  the  expense  of 
which  they  will  have  to  pay  too  heavy  a 
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Question  proposed,  "That  this  Huu.se 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
said  Resolution. " 

*Mr.  CREAN  ((Queen's  County,  Ossory): 
I  know  it  is  not  a  pleasant  thin*!:  at  this 
hour  of  the  morning  to  address  the  House 
on  the  Vote  before  us,  and  under  other 
circumstances  I  would  not  have  done  so. 
But  I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
each  individual  Member  who  represents 
an  Irish  constituency  shoidd  use  this  and 
every  other  opportunity  to  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  House  in  voting  this 
thirteen  millions  for  this  unjust  war.  It 
is  a  double  injustice  to  Ireland  that  not 
alone  do  you  go  to  war  without  our  sanc- 
tion and  consent,  but  you  make  us  pay 
for  it.  No  one  can  say  that  we  who 
represent  the  majority  of  the  Irish  peo- 
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Tkllkrs  yon  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr* 
An**truther. 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond, John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rolierts,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Sullivan,  Donal  ( Westmeath} 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  \V.> 
Tully,  .Jasper 

Tellers  for  the  Noes.— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


pic  have  failed  to  protest  on  every  oc- 
casion against  this,  the  most  iniquitous 
war  of  the  whole  century.  What  has 
taken  place  during  the  last  few- 
days  has  given  hon.  Members 
opposite  a  sort  of  Dutch  courage,  although 
they  are  silent  enough  about  voting  away 
this  large  sum  of  money.  The  curt 
answers  we  get  when  we  try  to  obtain 
some  information  are  not  such  as  should 
be  given  in  this  House.  [Hon.  Members  : 
Divide,  divide  !  ]  It  is  always  the  case 
to  cry  "divide"  when  an  Irish  repre- 
sentative wishes  to  express  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents  :  and  we  voice  the  strong 
opinion  of  nine-tenths  of  the  Irish  people. 
The  agitation  in  Ireland  is  not  as  it  is  in 
:  England ;  it  is  the  free  expression  of 
1  opinion.     Corporations  have  passed  reso- 
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lutions  against  the  war,  and  public  meet- 
ings, attended  by  thousands,  have  pro- , 
tested  against  it ;  and  we  would  not  be 
doing  our  duty  if  we  did  not  protest 
against  you  spending  their  money,  and 
making  them  responsible  for  the  infamy 
of  prosecuting  this  war.  Before  you 
entered  into  it  we  protested  against  it,  and 
we  will  continue  to  protest  against  it; 
and  that  l>eing  so,  on  what  moral  ground 
do  you  tax  the  Irish  people  to  make 
them  pay  for  it?  Thirteen  millions 
would  make  the  Irish  people  comfortable. 
We  are  looking  for  money  for  the  evicted 
tenants,  to  pay  half  the  rates,  for  a  land 


purchase  scheme,  and  for  many  other 
purposes ;  but  we  cannot  get  it,  although 
our  money  is  being  spent,  and  the  blood 
of  our  people  shed  for  this,  the  most  un- 
precedentedly  wicked  war  in  the  history 
of  the  world. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be- 
now  put." 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  207  ;  Noes.. 
30.     (Division  List  No.  24.) 


Arland-Hood.  ('apt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold.  Alfred 
Arnold-Fnrster,  Hugh  O. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  .John 
Buird,  John  George  Alexander 
rkJfourtKt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Kanbnrv,  Frederick  George 
Barry.rU.Hon.A.H.Smith- 
Bartlev,  George  C.  T. 
Beach.'Rt.Hn.SirM.H.tBristol 
Beach.Rt.Hn.W.W.RiHants. 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.B. 
iSethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Hiarles 
Billxon.  A  If  ret  1 
Blakiifton- Houston,  John 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond.  Edward 

Bowles*'  apt.  H. F.(Midd1eHcx ) 
Brodrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Milliard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 

<  aid  well.  James 

<  arlik*.  William  Walter 

<  auston.  Rich  an  I  Knight 
<avendish.  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
ravendi-h.V.C.W.(I)'hyshire) 
<'«il.  I^onl  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
t  hanil.er lain, IU. Hon. J. (Bin n. 
Hiainberlain.  J.  Austen  (Wore, 
rhaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
tltarrington,  Siiencer 
Colling.  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
'oloinUSirJohnCharleaReady 
Corliett,  A.*  'ameron  (Glasgow) 
tW,Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Writt.  Hon.  Henry 

I'uram.  Viscount 
Ifebyinple,  Sir  Charles 
j^vitt.  Sir  H.  1).  (Chatham) 
[tovie^M  ■  Vaaghan-(Cardigan 
tenny.  I'oumel 

Hgtiy.  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
y&uAi,  t'oningsby  Ralph 
[Hmmrton,  Sir  John  Ed  wan  1 
^wglas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
P««gla.-,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
«xlonl.  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
,h"Kombe.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
{sftton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
[H  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
fc,«n*tt,  Alfred 


AYES. 

Evans,  Samuel  T. (Glamorgan) 
Faber,  George  Denison 
FelloweK,Hon.AilwynEdward 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Fer"UHsoii,Kt.  Hn.SirJ.(Mano. 
Finmy,  Sir  Robert  Baimatyiie  . 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz  Wygnim,  < General  Sir  F. 
Fhuiuery,  Sir  F'ortescne 
Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster.  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  \Villiain  Johnson 
Gedge.  Sydney 

Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.ofLond.) 
Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.  Herbert  J. 
<  toddard,  Daniel  Ford 
( iodson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
( Joldsworthy,  Major! General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,Kt.  Hon. Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo.'s 
Graham,  Henr\"  Rolwrt 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.   (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick* 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Richard  Bunion 
Hamilton,  Kt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Kt.Hon.  Robt.Wm. 
Hanson.  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  .lames  Homer 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  ('has.  Seale- 
Hetder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hurmon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hoare,EdwBrodie(  Ham])steud 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hozier,Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
.Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
dessel,  ( 'apt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimher,  Henry 
I^afone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General  i 


Lawrence,SirE.l)urning-(Corri! 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Vorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  1  homas  ( Londonderry 
Lecky.Rt.  Hn.  William  rCdwH. 
I,eese,Sir Joseph  F.(  Accrington 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Swans'a 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  < lerald  Walter  Frskine: 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkmau 
Luoas-Shadwell,  William- 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liver] tool) 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hou.J.Scott(Hnnts) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Parv 
More,Robt.Jasj)or(Shn>pshire) 
Morgan,.!.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Mortoii,ArthurH.A.(Deptford 
Moultou.  John  Fletcher 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray, Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray.  Col.  Wyiidhaiu  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Urr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  John 

Philll>otts,  Captain  Arthur 
Platt-Higgins.  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce-tJones,  Lt.-Col.   Edward 
Purvis,  Rol>ert 
Keutoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlei)'l 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rolierts.  .John  Bryn  (Eiiion) 
Robinson.  Brooke 
Uouud,  .lames 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  ( len.  F.S.(Cheltenhaiu. 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John' 


491         Army  (Supplementary)         {COMMONS} 


Estimate*. 


492 


Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  T.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sbarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
:Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon.  Sir  Harrington 
-Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  1\  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachev,  Edward 


Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.O.(Ox'dUniv) 
Thomas,  A  bel(  Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed w. Murray  i 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
j  WTallace,  Robert 
.  Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
t  Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
'  Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 


Welister,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  ( Norfolk) 
Wrilson-Toda\  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley.Ilt.Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvil,  M  arm  ad uke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berk»,  E. 
Younger,  William 
Tkllers    for   the   Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork.N.  E. 

Ambrose,  Rol>ert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Cnrran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Kngledew,  Charles  John 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 


NOES. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph  i 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Havden,  John  Patrick 
Kifbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (CumbM) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J   Francis 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. 


O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howanl 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) . 
Tully.  Jasper 
Tellers   fok    the   Noes— 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 

Captain  Donelan. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  this  , 
House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  ! 
in  the  said  Resolution."  I 


The  House  divided: — Ayes,  207;  Noes, 
31.     (Division  List  No.  25.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.F. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,llt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Rt.  Hn.  A.H.S.(Hunts) 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beaeh,Ilt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  W.  B.(  Hants. 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.B. 
Bethel  1,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.F.(  Middlesex 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bui  lard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
< 'aid well,  James 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cans  ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  11.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
•Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbysh. ) 
■Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
4  'haiuherlain,Kt.  H  n.  J.  ( Rirm. ) 
■Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
Chanington,  Sneneer 
•Collings,  lit.  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloiub,  Sir  .John  Charles  R. 
Corl>ett.  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 


AYES. 

Cross,  Herb.  S.  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry  > 

Curzon,  Viscount 
Dairy m pie,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  h.  D.  (Chatham) 
Davies,  M.  V.  ((Cardigan) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  J.  K.  1).  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph        ! 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward    ■ 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-  i 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  Wrilliam  T. 
Duncombe.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fa  her,  George  Denison 

;  Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergusson.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  (Man. 
F inlay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannerv,  Sir  Fortescue 

!  Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 

i  Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond 
Gladstone,  Kt.  Hn  Her bt. John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
( Joldsworthy,  Major-<  Jeneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 


Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo.V 
Graham,  Henrv  Roliert 
Gray,  Ernest  ("{Vest  Ham) 
( 4reene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
<  iull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Kichard  Burdon 
H  amil  ton,llt.H  on.  LordGeorge 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,*  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,llt.  Hon. Charles  Seale- 
Heilderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
H elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hcrmon-H  odge,  RobertTrotter 
Hoare,Ed.Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hozier,Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  H.  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimiber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut r-General 
Law  rence,Sir  E.  Dnrning-(  Cora 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (York*) 
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Jroy.*  and 


l.*ea,  Sir  ThomaH  (Londonderry 
Lerky.Kt.  Hon.  William  E.H. 
I^eese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
I -eigh-1  Jennet  t,  Henry  Carrie 
Llewelyn,Sir  I)illwyn(S  wans'a 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  (herald  Walter  Er*kine 
Ijorne,  Marque**  of 
Lowe,  KranrU  William 
l^tyil,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lnca^-ShadwelK  William 
Macartney.  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Cliarle*  (Liverpool) 
M" Arthur.  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae.  ^eorj^e 
M'Kenna.  Reginald 
Malcolm.  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Riddnlph 
Middlemore,  J.  ThrogmQrton 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Mil  ward,  <  olor.el  Victor 
Monckton.  Edwanl  Philip 
Montagu,  Hon.  J .  Scott  ( Hanta) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More.  R.  Jasper  (Shro]>shire) 
Morgan,J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  Ed  w.  J.  <.'.  ( I  >e  von  port ) 
Mnolton,  John  Fletcher 
Mnntx.  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  (i.  (Rute) 


{19  February  1900} 

Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  ( Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nu8»*ey,  Thomas  Willans 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  <Fohn 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt -Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  1U.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybnrgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-.-Col."  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardaon,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l)  ! 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson    | 
Robinson,  Brooke  ! 

Hound,  James  ' 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux        ' 
Ru88ell,Gen.F.S.(Cheltenhani)  I 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  .John  ] 

Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley  | 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles  . 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert  ' 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph  I 

Seton-Karr.  Henry  j 

Sharpe,  William  fid  ward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanark*.  ■ 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand)  | 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset  ' 
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Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strott,  Hon.  C  harles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Thomas,  A  bel  (Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jameh 
Tomlinsoo,  W.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Cliarles  Eniest 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
>Vurner,  T.  Courtenay  T. 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.   E. 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
WillinuiH,  .1.  Powell- (Birm.) 
Wilson.  Fredk.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  II.  (York*.)' 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  fctuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
\\'y\  il,  Marmaduke  IVArcy 
Young,  Commander  (  Berks,  E.  )■ 
Younger,  William 
Tkllkhs    for    the   AYKS— 

Sir   William   Walrond  and. 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


AlmOum,  William  (Cork.N.  E. 

Aoilirve,  Roliert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 

Cretn,  Eugene 

frilly,  I)a..iel 

<uiun, Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

iHlkm.  John 

l*»an,P.  C. 

EagWew,  Charles  John 

Fttrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

fl»nn.  Michael  Joseph 

teaolution  agreed  to. 


NOES. 

Flynn,  James  ( Christopher 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
MacNeill,  John  (iordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
MHJhee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tully,  Jasper 

Tkllkks  kok  thk  Noes  - 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  [16th  February]. 
Resolution  reported : — 

M  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
#*nted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service  of 
to  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
IW,  ihe  sum  of  £13,000,000*  be  granted 
°w  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

yumion  proposed,  "  That  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
fcwltewhition." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  this  resolution 
aKreed  to  in  Committee  of  Ways   and 


'  Means  differed  radically  from  that  passed 
in   Octol>er   last,  when   the  Vote  of  ten 

(  millions  was  passed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  the  war — a  Vote 
which  the  House  was  led  to  expect 
would  see  us  through  the  war.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  pro- 
posed two  resolutions — first  a  resolution 

1  granting  the  money  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated  Fund,  and  second,  a  resolution 
that  towards  that  sum  of  ten  millions  the 
Government  should  be  authorised  to  issue 

;  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight  millions  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  Bills.    On  that  occasion,. 

■  following   the   usual  practice,  the  Chan- 

i  cellor  of    the   Exchequer   made   a   very 

I  interesting  statement,  in  which  he  dis- 
cussed that  most  important  question,  and 

|  justified  it,  or  sought  to  justify  it  at  con- 
siderable length.      At  any  rate  he  took 
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the  Committee  into  his  confidence.  It 
was  worth  while  recalling  his  words  to 
the  memory  of  the  House  : —  j 

''  1  should  hope  that  no  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  suggest  that  that  war  exiiendi- 
;ture— though  it  be  about  to  lie  incurred  in  a 
war  which,  unquestionably,  is  of  greater  mag-  . 
nitude  than  any  in  which  we  have  lieen 
•engaged  for  some  time  past — yet  I  hope  that 
no  one  will  suggest  that  this  is  a  case  in 
which  it  should  be  provided  for  by  a  per- 
manent addition  to  the  Debt  of  the  country. 
To  my  mind,  no  such  permanent  addition 
would  be  justifiable,  except,  of  course,  in  the 
•event,  which  [  hope  we  shall  never  see  in  our 
time,  of  a  war  with  a  first -class  Power." 

Now  that  statement  was  received  with  • 
universal  approbation  throughout  the 
House.  Then  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  went  on  to  justify  his  action, 
which  he  admitted  was  a  departure  from 
precedents,  not  to  make  any  provision  for 
the  expenses  of  the  war  out  of  current 
taxation,  and  ho  frankly  stated  that  it  was 
because  there  was  only  five  months  of  the  , 
current  financial  year  to  run,  and  that 
therefore  no  new  taxation  proposals 
could  be  made  effective.  He  should  like 
to  hear  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  he  thought  the  House 
was  entitled  to  hear,  some  statement  of 
the  principles  on  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  raise  the  present  i 
sum  of  £13,000,000.  ' 


Mr.  SPEAKER  said  a  discussion  on 
that  point  could  not  be  allowed  on  the 
present  resolution.  The  time  for  discus- 
sing the  mode  in  which  the  money  was  to 
be  raised  would  be  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  said  that  at  the  present 
moment  the  Exchequer  had  means  at  its 
disposal  for  defraying  current  expenses 
without  being  obliged  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment. But  it  would  be  necessary  before 
the  close  of  the  financial  year  to  come  to 
Parliament  and  ask  the  House  to  make 
provision  for  supplying  further  means 
to  the  Exchequer,  and  of  course  on  that 
occasion  he  would  explain  fully  to  the 
Committee  the  mode  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  raise  the  money. 

Mr.  TULLY  rose  to  continue  the 
delmte,  when 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  uThat  the  Question 
be  now  put/' 

Question  put,  k'That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  189 ; 
Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  26.) 


Acland-HoodJ  'apt.SirAlex.  F. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyu 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain  I.  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Hurry.  At.  Hn.A.H.S.-(Hunts) 
Hartley.  George  C.  T. 
Beach,*Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hants 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  H. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blukiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,Capt.  H.F.(  Middlesex) 
Rrodrick.  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher.  John  George 
Caldwell.  James 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R   F.  (N.  Lanes  ) 
Cavendish, V  C  \V.(I)erbysh.) 
Cecil,  l^ord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm. 
<  'hainberlain,  .1   A.  (Worc'r) 
•  Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 

Mr.  Dillon. 


AYES. 

Charrington.  Spencer 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colo-nib,  Sir  John  Charles  R.    i 
Corbett,A  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H   D  (Chatham) 
Davies,  M.Yauchan-(Cardigan  I 
Denny,  Colonel  ! 

Digby,  J.  K.  D.  Wingfield-      , 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward    ; 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers    j 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark)  j 
Doxford.  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Duucombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Eirerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Kmmott,  Alfred 
Faber,  ( ieorge  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 
Fergusson,RtHn  SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
F'itz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
F'oster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 


Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
( Jedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,Hn.  A.(Ul.(C.  of  Lond.  > 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J- 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
( ioldsworthy,  Major-General 
( Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  E. 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.  (StGeo's> 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
( Jray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  ( Berwick) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
G nil,  Sir  Cameron 
Hal dane,  Richard  Bunion 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (*. 
H anbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Win. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslet t,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
H elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hoare,  Ed.  Brodie(  Qampstead) 
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Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hohhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman.  Frederick  John 
Hozier,  Hon.  JainesHenry(  'ecil 
•Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
.1  enaef, Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenvon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
KiiiiW,  Henrv 
l<afone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut,  -Ceneral 
J-awrence,SirE  Durnintf-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  (J rant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thoraas{  Londonderry 
Lecky,  Kt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H.    ' 
I-eewe,  Sir  J.  K.  (Acerinjrton) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-(Swan. ) 
Lockw'ood,  Lt-Col.  A.  K. 
Loder,  (ierald  Walter  Erskine 
Lome,  Marquee  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lnras-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  U.  Ellison 
Mai'doua,  John  Cummin^ 
Marlure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthnr,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M4 Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
MTrae,  George 
MsVolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Kichard  Biddulph 
MuMlemore,  J.  Throjjmorton 


{19  Fkmuaky  1900} 

Milner,  Sir  Frederick  (ieorge 
Mil  wan  I,  Colonel  Victor 
Moocktcn,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hon.  J .  Scott(  H  ants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Kobt.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan.  J.  Lloyd( Carmarthen 
Morton.  A  rthurH .  A .  ( 1  >eptford 
Muntz,  Phili])  A. 
Murray,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  (I.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wynd  ham  ( Hath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Orr-Ewing,  diaries  Lindsay 
I'enn,  John 

1'hillivottK.  Captain  Arthur 
IMatt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett.Kt.  Hon.  H.Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand.  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce- Jones.  Lt.-Col.'  Edward 
Purvis,  Koliert 
Kentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hon.  C. Thomson 
Robinson.  Brooke 
Hound,  James 
Koyds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell, Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  Wr.  (Tyrone) 
Kutherfoid,  John 
Ryder,  .John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
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Shariie.  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jame*  l'arker(I,anark8. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Strand) 
Stan  ley .  Edward.)  as.  ( Somerset 
Stewaft,Sir  MarkJ.MTaggart 
Strachev.  Edwanl 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland.  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.  J.  C.(Ox.Cniv. 
Thorbuni,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tolleinache,  Henry  James 
Touilinson.  Win.  fc.  Murray 
Tritt on,  Chiirles  Ernest 
Walton,  Joseph  (Itarnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie  * 
Warner,  Tlionms(  'ourtenay  T. 
WeMcr.  Sir  Richanl  E. 
Welby.  LitMit.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whittaker.  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams.  Jos.    Powell-  (Birm. 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.( Norfolk 
Wilson-Todd.  Wm.H.(Yorks.) 
Wort  ley.  Kt.  Hn.  C.  11.  Stuart - 
Wyndham,  <  ieorge 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  ( Berks,  *E. 
Tku.ki:s   k»i:    tiik    Ayes— 

Sir  W  illiam  Walnmd  and 

Mr.  Aiistruther. 


I 


Alinhau^William  (Cork,N.  E. 

Ambrose.  Koliert 

Awtin.  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

bunion.  Thomas  Joseph 

4'reu,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

^unko,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

OiMna,  John 

Dooom,  \\  C. 

Eujfelew,  Charles  John 

>«wh\  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

R»niit  Michael  Joseph 


NOES. 

Flynn,  James  (Christopher        ■ 
Huyden,  John  Patrick  | 

Hayiie,Kt.Hon.CharlesSeule-    i 
Kilbride,  Denis  I 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid(CumbTd  i 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*  Deri  not  t.  Patrick 
M'Cihee,  Richanl 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)    . 
( >'Connor,James(  Wicklow,  W. 
O'Malley,  William  I 


Parnell,  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond.  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan.    Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan.  T.  !>.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tully,  .lasjier 

Tkuj:i:.n    foh    tiik    Noks- 
Sir  Thnma^   Esmondc  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "That  this 
House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
'"  the  said  Resolution/' 


The     House     divided  :     Aye; 
Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No. 


1*7 
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Mwd.lood.Capt.SirAlex.  F. 
An-lKlale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold.  Alfreil 
'■'■■-i.r.,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
i'  ti  /'m  George  Alexander 

t.Hn.A.J.(Mauch'r) 
Mp-lmrv,  Frederick  George 
wr^i  HnAHSmith-(Huiits 
Jife  (ieorge  C.  T. 
^<ULHn.8irM.H.(BriAtol 

Hn.W.W.B.iHants. 
•jnmoot,  Wentworth  C .«. 
JJ^tbell,  Commander 
*&•■.  Alfred 
^HtontHon9tont  John 
?u*Mlt  Colonel  Henry 
*■*!,  Edward 


AYES. 

j  Bowles,Cai»t. H.F.( Middlesex) 
1  Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  .John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.('.W{  Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hngh  (Greenwich) 
Chaml>erlain.  Kt.  Hon.  J.(  Birm 
< 'hamberlain,  JAustcn(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
Charington,  Spencer 
Collines,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomo,  Sir  J.  Charles  Keady 
<  orbett, A. ( 'ameron  (( Glasgow ) 
i  Cross,  H.  Shepherd  ( Bolton) 


Cnhitt,  Hon.  Ilemy 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dairy  in  pie.  Sir  Charles 
Davie-*,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Davies,M.\"aughan-(  Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby.  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
D Israeli.  Coningshy  I'alph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas.  <  harles  M.  ( Lanark ) 
Doxford.  Sir  Wm.  Thetxlore 
Dnnrombe,  H<»n  Hnliert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  K.  Douglas 
Falier.  (ieorge  Deni*on 
Fellowes.Hon.Ailwyii  Edwanl 
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Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
FiirKun9ontRt.  Hn.  SirJ.  (Mane. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayen 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
(J  alio  way,  William  Johnson 
Oedge,  tfydnev 
GibbsHn.  A.O.  H.  (Cityof  Lou. 
Gladstone.  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
( toddard,  Daniel  Ford 
( Todson,SirAiigustnaF,rederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
( rordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
<Joret,lU.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go8chen,IU.Hn.G.J.(St.Geor.  ! 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  ( Weat  Ham) 
( ireene,HenryD.  (Shrewsbury)  ' 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
(Juest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Hichard  Burdon 
Hamilton, Ht.Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Rol>ert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Headerwick,  Thomas  Cha.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hernion-Hodjje,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead 
Koare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman  Frederick  Jolin 
Kozier,  Hon.  James  Hy.  Cecil 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick        | 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton    I 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimoer,  Henry 
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Lafone,  Alfred  i 

Laurie,  Lieut.  -General  i 

liawrence,SirE.  Durning  (Corn 
Lawfion,  John  Grant  (Yorks  ) 
Lea,  SirThomas  (Londonderry 
Lecky.RtUoii  William  Kdw.tf. 
Leese,  Sir  Joseph  F(  Accrington 
Leigh -Bennett.  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,Sirl  Hlwyn-  (Swansea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  W. 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  U.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M4 Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Hichard  Biddulph 
Middle  more,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  Sir  Federick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan, J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
'Morton,  Edw.'J . C. ( Devonport) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  Graham 
Murray.  Col.  Wyndham(  Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Siiiian 
Xussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn, John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt-  H iggins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Cnrzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentonl,  James  Alexander 
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Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ritchie.Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Royds,  ('lenient  Molyneux 
Russell,Gen.F.S.(  Cheltenham) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Tho*.  Myles 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpie,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Pa  rker(  Lanark*. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  He'Uey 
i    Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.  J.G.(OxfordU. 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Toinlinson,Win.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  ( 1harles  Ernest 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Welwter,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JosenhPowell-(Birm 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson-Todd, Wra.  H.(Yorks.) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Mannadnke  D'Arcv 
YoungjCommander  (Berks,E.) 

Tellers  for  tiie  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  .I.  (Wicklow,  \\.) 


Abraham  Win,  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

C-rean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel  » 

Curran,  T.  B.  (Donegal) 

Dillon,  John 

Doocan,  P.  C. 

Hngiedew,  Charles  John 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
James  William  Lowther,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hanbury. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL. 
"  To  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 


NOES. 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christoplier 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 


(rMalley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterfowl) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (West  meat  b> 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tully,  Jasper 
Tellehs  for  the   Noes.— 

Sir  Thomas   Esmonde  and 

Captain  Donelan. 


one  thousand  nine  hundred,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to- 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day. 

j  It  being  after  One  of  the  clock,  Mr, 
I  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
1  Question  put. 

j  Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minute* 

!  after  One  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS.  [GOVERNMENTS    STOCK    AND    OTHEK 

I         SECURITIES     INVESTMENT     COM- 

Twsdtu,,  20th  Febrmity  1900.  !         I>ANY  HILL  [HL]' 

'  KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES    GAS     BILL 

J  [H.L.]. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS.  !  LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH 
I  COAST   RAILWAY   BILL  [h.l.]. 

ThelA)Rl>CHANCELlX)Racquaintedthe|L0ND0N   SEA    WA^R   SUPPLY  BILL 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  ' 

tad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates    MARGATE  PIER  AND   HARBOUR   BILL 
from  the  Examiners    that    the    further  [h.l.]. 

StondingOrdcrsapplicablo  to  the  following  I       UN  I  VERS  AL     LIFE     ASSURANCE 
Ml*  have  been  complied  with  :—  J  SOCIETY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Brewery  and  Commercial   Investment  j      Read  2". 
Trust,  limited  [h.l.]. 

Soath-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham, 
and  Dover  Railways  [h.l.]. 

%    Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act.  1868,  Amend- 
ment [h.l.]. 

j     Scottish   Widows'  Fund  and  Life  As- 

flurancc  Society  [h.l.]. 
j     Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas  [ill.].    |  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 


EXMOUTH    URBAN   DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


,  SdtthSuffordshire  Tramways  [h.l.].  \      Mjnute  of  the » Committee  of  the  Council 

s  -..,.-.      .     T,  ..         r       ;       J  on  Education,  dated  4th  August,   1899, 

*  Sheffield  Distnct  Radway  [h.l.].  |  modifying    Articles  15  and    15*   of  the 

e  Winall  Railway  [h.l.].  Evening  Continuation  Schools  Code,  1899. 

I  Great  Berkhampstead  Water  [h.l.].  | 

r  ^  .  !  COLONIES     (ANNUAL), 


s  Table. 


TJe  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  l      No     m    Basutoland :      Report     for 

1898-99. 


MEAT  (IRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAY'S 
BILL  [h.l.]. 


!  AIRDRIE  AND  COATBRLBGE 

|  TRAMWAYS. 

1  DEVON  PORT  CORPORATION. 


STATISTICS. 
Statistical  Abstract   for   the   principal 
and  other  foreign  countries  in  each  year 
from  1888  to  1897-98  (as  far  as  particular* 
can  be  stated) ;  Twenty-sixth  Number. 

SOUTHEASTERN    METROPOLITAN 

TRAMWAYS.  Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 

SHANNON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC      I  t0  lie  0n  the  Tablc* 


POWER. 


Examiners  Certificates   of  non-compli-    SOUTH  AFRICAN   WAR— NEWS   FROM 
wwe  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  j  THK  FRONT, 

the   Standing     Orders     Committee     on      *The  SECRETARY    of   STATE    for 
Tuesday  next.  j  WAR  (The  Marquess   of  Lansdowne)  : 

i  It  may  interest  your  Lordships  to  hear  a 

UWYRFAI  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  |  telegram  which  has  just  been  received  bv 

WATER  BILL  [h.l].  j  the%ar  Office  from  Sir  Redvers  Buller 

Workington    railways   and     *  It  runs  as  follows  -.— 

DOCKS  BILL   [h.l.].  I      ««Tne     F^ner     Brigade     yesterday     took 

CIFPTirriRUPe  pac   hit  t   r„  ,  i  Hlangwane   Hill,  the    right   of  the    enemy'* 

^tfclHUKPLb  UAh   BILL  [H.L.].  |  position  and  commanding  Colenso,  the  rest  of 

COMMERCIAL       UNION      ASSURANCE  I  the  force  advancinS  towards  the  Tugela  tliis 

COMPANY  BILL  [H.L.]  |  m?™£f 'enemy  has  withdrawn  all  his  troons 

FISHGUARD    WATER    AND   GAS   BILL  I  north    of   the    TuSela,    a»d    has    practically 

[H.L.1  evacuated  Colenso 

t^,  _  "  j      "  To-day  General  Hart  has  occupied  Colenso 

^**  •*  •  (  after  a  very    slight    resistance    t>y    a    weak 
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rear  guard,  and  we  hold  the  line  of  the 
Tugela  on  the  south  Hide  from  Colenso  to 
Eagle's  Neat. 

"The  enemy  seem  to  t>e  in  full  retreat,  and 
are  apparently  only  holding  a  position  which 
thev  occupy  *  across  the  Colenso-Ladysmith 
railway,  where  it  Ls  close  to  the  angle  of  the 
Tugela,  with  a  weak  rear  guard. 

u  General  Hart's  advanced  guard  is  crossing 
•at  < 'olenso. 

"  Our  casualties  yesterday  and  to-day  have, 
1  hope,  Iwen  Imt  few." 


ment :"  Standing   Committee   negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3°  on  Thursday  next. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  (AMENDMENT) 
HILL    [h.l.]. 

[Third  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

♦The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  My 
Lords,  in  moving  the  Third  Reading  of 
this  Bill  I  again  urge  the  Government,  as 
I  did  on  the  occasion  of  the  Second  Read- 
ing, to  take  up  the  measure  when  it 
reaches  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is 
•exactly  the  same  Bill  which  your  Lord- 
ships passed  last  session,  but  which  failed 
to  get  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  will  fail  again  unless  the  Govern- 
ment undertake  to  look  after  it  in  the 
other  House.  On  behalf  of  the  County 
Councils  Association,  I  earnestly  beg  the 
Government  to  consider  this  point.  If 
the  Bill  becomes  law  the  county  councils 
of  England  will  establish  isolation 
hospitals  wherever  they  have  power  to 
<io  so.  At  the  present  moment  millions 
of  our  people  reside  in  districts  where 
there  is  not  sufficient  hospital  accommoda- 
tion, and  should  an  outbreak  of  infectious 
disease  occur  owing  to  that  want  of 
accommodation  it  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter. 

The  Eaul  of  NORTHBROOK :  I 
beg  to  add  my  hearty  support  to  what  has 
fallen  from  my  noble  friend.  All  over 
the  country  great  activity  is  l>eing  dis- 
placed in  providing  isolation  hospitals, 
and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  owing  to  small 
defects  in  the  law  that  work  should  be 
delayed.  I  certainly  think  this  Bill  is  well 
worthy  of  the  support  of  the  Government 
in  the  other  House. 

Bill  read  3rt  (according  to  order) ; 
amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 

INKHIMATESAMENDMENT(SCOTLAND) 
HILL  [h.l.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):    Bill    reported    without    amend- 


MILITIA  HALLOT. 

!    *Tiie  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  My  Lords, 

before  I  venture    to    adduce    arguments 

I  in  favour  of  the  motion  standing  in  my 

name     on    the    Paper  —  namely,     "  To 

I  move  to  resolve  that  this  House,  having 

heard  the  proposals  of  the  Government 

for  the    strengthening    of  our  military 

forces 'and  armaments,  is  of  opinion  that, 

inasmuch  as  our  military  system  rests  on 

the  Militia  ballot,  it  is  essential,  looking 

to  military  efficiency  and  the  permanent 

safety  of  our  country,  that  the   ancient 

|  constitutional  law  of  compulsory  military 

I  service  for  home  defence,  and  for  home 

j  defence  only,   be  put  in   force   in  such 

j  modified  form  as  will  effect  its  purpose 

without  weighing  unduly  upon  the  people," 

I  wish  to  explain  to  your  Lordships  that 

a  change  has  been  made  in  the  wording 

of  it.      It   is   a   slight  change,  and  the 

motion  as  amended  will  read  as  follows : — 

u  To  move  to  resolve  that  this  House 
having  heard  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  strengthening  of  our  military . 
forces  and  armaments,  is  of  opinion  thai, 
inasmuch  as  our  military  system  rests  on 
the  Militia  ballot,  it  is  essential,  looking 
to  the    military   efficiency  and  the  per- 
manent safety  of  our  country,  that  the    j 
ancient  constitutional  law  of  compulsery    j 
Military  service  for  home  defence,  and  for    I 
home  defence  only,  be  at  once  so  amended    J 
f  that  it  may  be  available  to  be  put  in  force 
in  such  modified  form  as  will   effect  its 
purpose  without  weighing  unduly  upon 
the  people." 

I  have  made  this  alteration  on  the  sug- 
gestion  of  my  noble  friend  Lord  North- 
brook,   and  I   think   it  will   render  the 
resolution  more  palatable  to  your  Lord- 
ships than  it  might  otherwise  have  been. 
Having  prefaced  this  much,  I  would  ask 
your  indulgence  whilst  I   advance  such    1 
reasons  as  I  hope  will  induce  your  Lord- 
ships to  support  the  motion.     I  will  sty 
a  word  with  reference  to  the  war,  and  tbe 
,  lessons  that  we  have  learnt  from  it,  and 
,  endeavour  to  show  how  far  the  Govern" 
I  ment  have  profited  by  those  lessons  in  tb» 
•  proposals  they  have  laid  before  ParKa— 
I  ment.     As  regards  the  war,  I  have  verjr 
|  little  to  say.     I  have  no  doubt  that  befo» 
;  our  territory  was  invaded  there  may  hat^ 
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lieen  doubts  in  the  minds  of  some  people  ; 
with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
.negotiations    were    carried    on,  but  the 
country  are  united,  I  am  sure,  in  feeling 
that  this  war,  no  matter  how  begun,  must 
be  carried  to  the  bitter  end,  and  must  be 
successful.      My  noble  friend   near   me, 
Lord  Rosebery,  struck  a  fine,  noble  key- 
note the  other  night  when  he  said  that 
this  war  must  be  carried  to  a  successful 
issue,  for  our  Imperial  character  and  our 
Imperial  position  depended  upon  it.     And 
when  it  has  been  carried  to  a  successful 
issue  I  hope  and  trust — and  I  believe  that 
most  of  the  people  of  this  country  hope 
and  trust — that  the  view  taken  by  the 
Premier  of  Canada  will  be  adopted  in  this 
•country,  and  that  the  British  flag  will 
float  over   the  whole  of   South   Africa. 
There  is  every  evidence  that  this  is  the 
view    of    the    people    of    this    country. 
You  see  it  in  divisions  in  the  House  of 
-Commons,  you  see  it  in  elections,  you  see 
it  in  the  press,  you  see  it  everywhere ; 
and,     therefore,     one     can     only     hope 
•that  the  good   news    which    is    coming 
now     may     be     daily     repeated,     and 
<that  the  terrible  war  may  soon  be  brought 
to  a  successful  termination.     Let  me  now 
say  a  word  with  reference  to  the  lessons 
.that  I  think  the  war  has  taught  us.     It 
has  taught  us  the  necessity    of    having 
mobile  troops  in  the  field,  the  necessity 
•of  having  a  large  amount  of  artillery  and 
mobile  big  guns  of  position,  and,  above 
all,  the  necessity  of  having  such  a  state 
•of  things  in  this  country  as  will  give  us 
a  reliable  reserve  of  men  on  whom   to 
trust.     It  would  1)0  foolish  for  me  to  enter 
into  the  question  of  the  tactics  of  our 
•officers  in  South  Africa,  but  I  think  that 
any  man  who  reads  the  papers,  any  man 
of  sense,  must  feel  that  our  tactics  and 
training  will  require  to  a  certain  extent 
to  be  changed.     There  are  many  of  your 
Lordships  who,  like  myself,  many  years 
ago  took  to  soldiering,  and  what  was  it 
that  we  were  taught  ?    We  were  taught 
that  the  great  thing  was  to  stand  elbow 
to  elliow  and  keep  your  little  finger  on 
the  seams  of  your  trousers,  and  to  march 
past  the  inspecting  officer  like  a  stone 
wall,  and  wheel  like  a  five-barred   gate. 
I  do  not  think  the  Boers  were  taught 
much  in  that  direction,  and  I  think  it 
ojiftht  to  be  brought  home  to  all  respon- 
sible for  the  training  of  our  soldiers  that 
*  soldier  is  nothing  but  a  man-stalker,  and 
ought  to  be,  like  a  stalker,  trained  to  take 
•advantage  of  every  bit  of  ground,  to  shoot 


well,  and,  above  all,  to  spy  well.  I  ven- 
ture to  think  that  if  there  had  been 
proper  scouting,  proper  spying  of  the 
ground  before  advances  had  been  made, 
there  would  have  been  less  blind  blunder- 
ing than  there  has  been  in  some  directions, 
and  you  would  not  have  had  your  soldiers 
trapped  by  the  Boers  in  the  manner  they 
have  been,  and  brought  up  to  be  slaugh- 
tered in  shambles  formations.  These 
are  the  things  which  the  w?.r  has 
taught  us.  It  has  also  taught  us  that 
we  must  have  mounted  infantry 
to  a  larger  extent.  All  cavalry  as 
such  should  be  trained  to  act,  if  need 
be,  dismounted,  and  they  would  be 
much  more  efficient  if  they  carried  the 
long  rifle  of  the  infantry  of  the 
present  day  instead  of  the  carbine, 
which  now  ranks  in  efficiency  with 
the  cross-bows  of  Agincourt  and  Cressy. 
These  are  the  things  which  strike  a 
civilian  like  myself  who  is  a  Volunteer 
and  does  in  that  respect  a  little  soldier- 
ing. This  war  has  shown  us  further  our 
deficiencies  in  artillery,  and,  above  all, 
our  deficiencies  in  big  guiis  of  position.  I 
do  not  wish  to  throw  stones,  or  to  say 
anything  disagreeable,  but  I  cannot  help 
saying  that,  when  the  Boers  are  so  aimed 
and  we  find  that  we  are  not  so  armed,  there 
must  have  been  some  blind  blundering  in 
Pall  Mall  as  well  as  bad  scouting  in  Natal. 
The  worst  of  it  is  that  forty  years  ago  we 
had  these  big  guns  of  position.  1  have 
seen  the  40-pounder  Armstrong  guns  at 
the  reviews  we  used  to  have  at  Brighton. 
I  have  seen  them  drawn  by  agricultural 
horses  and  travel  thirty  odd  miles  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  plus  taking  up  e very- 
position  they  were  ordered  to,  up  hill  and 
.  down  hill,  on  Brighton  downs.  How  is 
it  we  have  not  got  that  equipment  now  '.' 
That  gun  l>ecanie  obsolete.  Why  ? 
Because  of  the  improvement  in  the 
ordinary  field  artillery.  But  anyone 
who  looked  beyond  his  nose  would  have 
seen  that  if  this  gun  was  of  any  value  we 
ought  certainly  to  have  endeavoured  to 
have  had  an  improved  big  gun  of  position 
to  take  the  place  of  the  40-pounder  of  forty 
years  ago.  The  Boers  have  done  that, 
but  we  have  not.  Therefore  I  hold  -I  do 
not  know  who  it  is,  whether  a  civilian  or 
a  soldier  that  somebody  requires  to  be 
hanged.  I  pass  to  the  question  nf  men. 
What  we  want  is  a  good  reserve  «»f  soldiers 
to  stand  by  us  in  case  of  need.  Here 
come  in  the  proposals  of  the  Government. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  we  are  likelv  to  have 
''       S  2 
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big  guns  and  artillery,  because  my  noble  J  so  strongly  is  this,  that  they  are  building- 
friend    the  Secretary  of  State  for  War    castles  in  the  air  that  rest  upon  no  founda- 
said  the  other  day  that  it  had  u  struck  "the  ;  tion.     Is  there  no  foundation  on  which 
War    Office    that  we   were  deficient  in    they   could   build  ?    Assuredly  there  is ; 
materiel.  I  suppose  it  was  Long  Tom  that  ,  but  instead  of  building  on  that  foundation,, 
struck  them.  At  any  rate,  they  are  struck  by    what  do  Governments  after  Governments 
our  want  of  materiel,  and  they  arc  going    do  1    Why,  they  annually  dig  it  up  by 
to  spend  money  in  additional  artillery  for    bringing    in    their  Bill   which   suspends, 
the  Volunteers.     I   have  no  doubt   they  ;  the  ballot  for  the  Militia.     There  can  be 
will    apply    to    Mr.  Armstrong,    whose  ,  no  better  system  for  England,.  I   hold, 
managing  man,  Captain  Lloyd,  informed    than  our  military  system.     Some  people- 
me   some  years  ago,  in  reply  to  a  com-  j  seem  to  doubt  this.     Your  l/ordships  wilt 
munication,  that  there  would  not  be  the  I  recollect  that  at  the  time  of  the  seige  of 
slightest     difficulty     in    constructing    a    Paris  General  Trochu  always  said  he  had 
mobile  big  gun  of  position,  the  equivalent    a  plan ;  but,   good  gracious,  how  many 
of  the  40-pounder  Armstrong  gun  of  forty  I  Trochus  have  you  now  among  you,  and 
years  ago.     Indeed,  this  war  has  answered  '  every  one  has  a  different  plan"  to   save- 
that  question.     So  far,  good,  as  regards    conscription  and  to  save  the  nation  !  But 
materid.       But     as    regards    the     men,    they   will  not  look  at  what  lies   before 
I     am      bound      to     say     that,      with  '  them,    which    is    the    existing    military 
the   exception    of  the   proposal    of    the  :  system.      What  is  our  present  military 
Government  to  bribe  men  who  have  left    system  ?     An  army  raised  by  voluntary 
the   service   to  come  back,  there  is  very  ,  enlistment  liable  to  serve  anywhere  in  or 
little  in   their  proposals  which  one  can  !  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  Militia  force 
view   with   satisfaction.      I    think  their  j  for  Home  Defence  raised  by  compulsion,, 
proposal  to  buy  these  men  back  is  a  very    it     being    a    right    in    the    Crown    to 
wise  one,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  get,  i  call    upon    every   free-born    Englishman 
if  they  pay  enough,  a  very  reliable  body    to     stand     forth     in      defence     of     his 
of  excellent  trained  men.     The  only  ques-    fatherland  and  home.     That  is  the  law 
tion  will  be  whether  they  will  get  them    at  the  present  time ;  but,  as  1  have  said, 
for    the    sum    they   propose.      If    they  '  the  law  is  never  enforced.      I  am  con- 
do  not,  it  is  easy  to  add  to  the  bribes  they    vinced  of  this,  my  Lords,  that  if  you  had 
hold  out.     With   the   exception  of  their    this  law  in  force  you  would  have  your 
proposal   with   regard  to  the  gun3    and    Army  full,  no  doubt  by  enlistments  at  the* 
taking  back  old   soldiers,  I   venture  to  \  inducements   you   offer,  and  you    would 
think   that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern-  ,  have  your  Militia  full,  instead  of  being, 
ment  are  wholly  unsatisfactory.      They    as    it   is,  a   delusion  and  a  farce.       Its 
are  imaginative,  they  are  tentative,  and    normal  establishment  is  220,000,  but  it  is 
they  are  conjectural.     They  are  built  upon    never   within    20,000  or   30,000  of  that 
no  foundation,  they  are  castles  in  the  air,  i  number.       Then    you    have    an    Army* 
they  are  an  invitation  to  certain  persons  j  Militia  Reserve,  which  are  taken    from 
militarily  inclined  to  do  much  more  than  |  these  numbers.     You  have  to  deduct  boys    \ 
they  are  doing  for  the  public  good  ;  and  :  under  nineteen — there  are  many  such  in    ! 
really     they     constitute     an     R.S.V.P.  \  the  Militia — and  I  am  afraid  you  have  to 
invitation   to    which     the    Government  ;  deduct  men  who  serve  in  several  regiments 
expect     they    will     have    a    favourable    and  go  from  one  to  the  other.     If  you  de- 
response.     I  cannot  speak  for  the  Militia,  '  duct  also  5  or  6  per  cent,  for  casualties, 
but  I  can  speak  for  the  Volunteers,  and  I  '  your  Militia — your  Army  for  homedefence 
have  endeavoured  to  find  out  the  opinion  ;  — is  reduced  to  something  like  50,000  men. 
of  Volunteers  with  regard  to  the  proposal  I  Besides  this,   the   30,000  men   who  are 
of    the    Government     that     Volunteer  !  called  the  Army  Militia  Reserve  have  to 
artillerymen    should  go  into    camp  for  '  be  deducted  from  the  Militia,  for  when* 
three    months    in    the    year,  and    that  '  ever  they  are  wanted  for  the  Army  they 
the  ordinary   Volunteer  should  go  into    are  taken  from  the  Militia.      When  the 
camp  for   one  month.     The  proposal  has  '  Army  Militia  Reserve  was  originated,  I 
been  described  by  Volunteer  officers,  and  j  l>elieve  the  opinion  of  General  Peel  was 
by     the    Volunteer    press,    as     utterly  |  that  every  man  who  so  enlisted  would  he 
foolish,  and  the  opinion  has  been  expressed  j  a  supernumerary  and  another  man  might 
that  the  plan  will  fail  and  that  the  War  '  be   enlisted   in   his  place.     This  would 
Office  will  have  to  alter  it.     What  I  feel  j  prevent  the  withdrawal  from  your  eakor 
The  Earl  of  JFemyss.  * 
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lation  of  this  number  of  men.  At  present 
you  have  your  Militia,  as  I  have  explained, 
not  what  it  professes  to  In?.  If  you  had 
ballot  for  the  Militia  you  would  have  your 
Militia  always  full,  and  you  could  put  it 
at  any  figure  you  liked.  You  could  also 
raise  the  Militia  Keserve  of  00,000  men, 
which  by  law  you  are  entitled  to  do, 
but  of  which  you  have  never  raised 
a  single  man  :  and  you  would  have  the 
iurther  advantage  of  being  able  to 
bring  the  Volunteers  up  to  a  much 
higher  standard  of  efficiency  by  making 
exemptions  from  the  lmllot  of  men  nerving 
in  some  other  form,  either  in  the  Yeo- 
manry or  Volunteers,  or,  perhaps, 
voluntarily  in  the  Militia.  These  are  the 
advantages  which  would  arise  from  the 
operation  of  the  ballot.  The  question  is, 
how  could  the  ballot  l>e  used  in  such  a 
modified  form  as  not  to  weigh  heavily  on 
the  people  J  My  lx»lief  is  that  alf  that 
would  be  required  would  be  that  once  in 
a,  man's  life,  in  ordinary  times,  when  he 
attains  the  age  of  I'O,  the  foreign  age  of 
service,  if  he  cannot  show  that  he  is 
serving  as  a  Yeoman  or  a.s  a  Volunteer  he 
should  be  liable  to  l>allot  for  the  Militia. 
Even-  man  to  escape  that  liability  should 
be  bound  to  serve  for  three  years  in  the 
Volunteers  or  in  the  Yeomanry,  and  then 
for  live  or  seven  years  in  a  Volunteer  or  Yeo- 
man ry  Keserve.  Can  anything  Iw  lighter 
than  that  1  I  am  the  chairman  of  a  local 
school  board,  and  we  have  had  for  many 
years  drill  sergeants  who  teach  the  l>oys 
drill.  My  noble  friend  Lord  Balfour  has 
issued  a  most  interesting  circular  in  which 
lie  ^expresses  a  desire  that  this  should  lie  | 
carried  further,  and  that  the  whole 
nation  should  be  drilled,  not  only 
ior  their  own  physical  exercise,  but 
for  the  general  good  of  the  nation. 
What  is  my  suggestion  but  the  climax  of 
this  system  of  training  ?  It  is  simply  that 
you  should  force  men  to  go  a  little 
further  and  serve  in  the  Yeomanry  or 
Volunteers,  or take  their  chance  once  in 
their  life  of  ballot  ior  the  Militia.  1  have 
limited  the  age  to  one  year  in  a  man's 
life — '20  :  but  •emergencies  may  arise 
when  it  might  be  necessary  for  Her 
Majesty  in  Council  to  extend  the  power 
•of  the  Crown  to  call  upon  its  subjects  for 
sen  ice,  and  increase  the  age  of  liability 
to  compulsory  service  for  home  defence. 
At  present  I  think  the  Militia  age  is  much 
too  extensive,  and  ought  to  be  limited  in 
the  way  I  have  suggested.  As  to  the 
great  difficulty  of  getting  officers,  I  think 


1  that  if  a  man  was  liable  at  the  age  of 
twenty  to  serve  in  one  of  these  three 
ways,  the  golden  youth  of  the  country 
would  certainly  prefer  taking  a  commis- 
sion in  the  Yeomanry,  the  Militia,  or  the 
Volunteers,  to  running  their  chance  of 
being  balloted  for  the  Militia  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  and  having  to  serve  as  privates 
in  that  force.  That  appears  to  me  a 
simple  and  powerful  argument  in  favour 
of  the  proposal  1  am  about  to  submit  to 
the  House.  Consciously  or  unconsciously, 
ignorantly  or  intentionally,  there  is  the 
greatest  possible  unfairness  in  the  criticism 
with  regard  to  the  Militia  ballot.  What 
1  am  arguing  is  that  we  should  put  iw 
force  the  existing  law  as  to  home  service 
Eloquent  speeches  are  made  against  con 
script-ion,  as  if  it  were  the  conscription 
of  foreign  countries  that  is  proposed.  The 
ballot  for  the  Militia  is  a  totally  different 
thing  to  conscription-  -it  is  the  alleviation 
of  conscription.  The  chance  is  given  to 
one  in  ten  or  one  in  twenty,  as  the  case 
may  be  :  nineteen  would  escape,  but  the 
twentieth  would  be  struck.  It  is  not 
proposed  that  everyone  should  go 
through  the  mill  of  military  service  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  and  therefore  let 
us  hear  no  more  of  this  word  conscription 
in  connection  with  the  ballot  for  the 
Militia.  It  is  a  fraud  on  the  public  -  and 
many  of  those  who  thus  talk  know  it  to 
l>e  so-  and  an  endeavour  to  set  the 
public  against  what  I  believe  to 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  strength 
and  safety  of  the  country.  There  is  no 
greater  enemy  to  conscription  as  such 
than  the  humble  individual  who  is  now 
venturing  to  address  you.  I  will  not  ask 
your  Lordships  to  take  my  word  only 
in  favour  of  the  Militia  ballot.  I  will 
read  the  opinions  expressed  by  men 
who,  as  Ministers,  have  been  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  their  country,  to  show 
the  value  they  attach  to  the  Militia  ballot. 
My  extracts  extend  over  the  whole 
century.  The  first  I  have  to  quote  is 
Lord  Sidmouth,  who  said  in  1X07,  '"Aux- 
iliary means  must  be  resorted  to.v  And  In? 
went  on  to  speak  of  the  right  of  the 
State;  to  demand  the  military  service  of 
*•  all  or  any  member  of  the  community 
for  the  purjxise  of  domestic  defence.'' 
In  1X60  a  Committee  was  appointed,  over 
which  Sir  .lames  Graham  presided,  and 
Sir  James  Graham  said  — 

"  The  for«'«  of  the  Militia  at  this  moment  is 
70,000  men.  their  quota  lieing  l'2n,0U0.  and  the 
ballot  has  fallen  into  desuetude.     In  the  event 
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of  war,  the  Queen's  Army,  the  Marines,  and  ! 
Militia  must  lie  largely  and  nuddenly 
augmented.  It  is  a  grave  question  whether 
reliance  can  l>e  safely  placed  in  Mich  an 
emergency,  however  large  may  be  the  l>ounty, 
on  voluntary  enlistment  only.  If  volunteering 
failed,  the  danger  to  the  State  would  be 
imminent." 

The  Recruiting  Commission  of  1867  said 
that — 

"  liy  denarting  from  the  compulsory  system  , 
for  the  Militia,  the  recruiting  for  the  Army  has  , 
lieen  interfered  with." 

Lord  Dalhousie  pointed  to  the  same 
thing  in  1867,  and  said   - 

"  Their   Lordships  should   rememljer    that  j 
service  in  the  Militia  was  compulsory.     The  I 
I»ower  of  compelling  was  not  dead,  but  only 
dormant  :  and  lie  was  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  it  <diould  no  longer  remain  dormant.     He 
was  certain  that  any  Government  bold  enough 
to  put  the  compulsory  system  into  operation  in 
place  of  the  voluntary  system  would  find  itself  ' 
supported  by  the  voice  of  the  country  and  the 
press." 

Sir  James  Scarlett,  who  commanded  the 
Volunteers  at  Brighton,  said  in  1870 — 

"  I  am  glad  my  rei)ort  [on  the  Easter 
Monday  Brighton  field-day]  is  favourably  ' 
received  by  the  Volunteers.  I  intended  to  do  , 
justice,  and  no  more.  I  consider  the  force  of 
the  utmost  consequence,  but  it  must  lie  backed 
by  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  to  render  it  really 
efficient." 

Now,  Members  of  Parliament  think  that 
their  constituencies  would  rise  up  in  judg- 
ment against  them  and  turn  them  out  if 
they  were  to  advocate  the  ballot. 
Colonel  Anson,  V.C.,  then  Member  for  the 
Radical  constituency  of  Stafford,  said  in 
1870  - 

"  The  only  force  we  could  fall  back  upon  was 
that  old  constitutional  force,  the  Militia,  and 
the  only  means  of  making  it  of  sufficient 
strength*  was  the  ballot.  He  advocated,  not 
the  Prussian  system,  but  the  Prussian  princi- 
ple, which  was  that  the  State  had  a  right  to 

call  upon  every  man  to  defend  the  country 

He  believed  that  the  State  had  a  right  to  the 
sen-ices  of  its  jnjople,  and  that  it  had  no  right 
more  sacred  than  that  i)f  calling  upon  the 
people  at  large  to  defend  their  country. 

Sir  William  Mansfield,  then  commanding 
in  Ireland,  was  sent  for  in  1891,  and  con- 
sulted upon  this  very  question  of  the 
lwillot,  and  here  is  what  he  wrote  in  a 
letter  to  myself — 

"  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  made  by  you  in 
your  note  of  yesterday — viz.,  as  to  whether  I 
think  it  desirable  that  the  ballot  should  be 
applied  to  the  raising  of  the  Militia  for  the 
home  defence  -I  beg  to  intimate  a  very  strong 
opinion  that  some  measure,  resting  on  a  prin- 

T/ic  Enrl  of  Wemyz*. 


ciple  of  national  obligation  as  distinguished' 
from  individual  option,  is  demanded  to  put  our 
forces  generally  on  a  sound  and  secure  rooting. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  Militia  and  the  Line- 
should  not  compete  in  the  market  for  the  same- 
men,  which  is  now  the  case  under  the  rule  of 
voluntary  enlistment  prevailing  for  the* 
Militia." 

I  have  one  other  quotation  which  I 
should  like  to  read.  I  have  to  thank  my 
noble  friend,  Lord  Stanmore,  for  sending 
me  a  paper,  which  I  believe  has  not  been 
published,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Sydney 
Herbert,  I  suppose,  when  he  was  Minister 
for  War.  In  this  paper  he  speaks  very 
:  strongly  of  the  ballot,  and  I  find  thia 
passage — 

"  I  have  slowly  and  most  unwillingly  arrived 
I  at  the  conclusion  that  our  true  policy  is  to* 
(  return  to  the  old  traditional  system,  and  to  the* 
1  practical  execution  of  the  law  as  it  now  exist*. 
,  With  our  jealousy  of  a  standing  Army  we  have- 
■  never  permitted  a  conscription  " 

—he  draws  a  distinction  which  so  many 
do  not  now — 

44  for  the  Queen's  forces.  But  time  out  of  mind 
we  have  ruled  that  all  males  capable  of  bearing 
arms  are  liable  to  lie  called  upon  for  the  defence 
.  of  the  country.  The  ballot  is  now  the  law  of 
i  the  land.  By  merely  attaining  from  an  ex- 
ceptional proceeding  with  a  view  to  its  sus- 
pension the  ballot  comes  into  operation." 

j  I  have  no  more  quotations  with  regard  to 

what  has  been  said  on  this  point.     It  may 

:  be    remarked    that    these    are    abstract 

1  opinions,  that  there  is  nothing  concrete 

alK)iit  them,  that  the  law  has  never  been' 

put  in  force,  and  so  forth.  What  happened 

in  1871,  when  we  had  Mr.  Cardwell  as 

Minister  for  War?       His    great    Army 

j  organisation  scheme  consisted   of    three 

i  parts-  -the  abolition  of  purchase,  the  Army 

!  Reserve— which  I  am  happy  to  say  ha* 

j  risen  to  80,000  men,  all  honour  to  Mr, 

Cardwell — and,    lastly,    ballot    for     the 

,  Militia.     Mr.  Cardwell  found  that  he  had 

'  so  much  to  do  in  passing  the  abolition  of 

purchase  and  the  Army  Reserve  that  he 

1  dropped  the  third  part,  and  we  did  not 

hear  anything  more  of  it  for  a  great  many 

years.     But  there  you  have  the  principle 

of  the  ballot  in  the  most  concrete  form. 

It  was  brought  in  by  the  Minister  for  War 

in  1871.     You  may  say,     "Yes,  that  ia 

I  thirty  years  ago.     Nothing  has  been  done 

since  then.     Nobody  thinks  of  it  now." 

Don't  they  ?     There  is  a  Bill  lying  on 

'  your  Lordships'  table  now,  in  a  comatose 

state,  which  was  brought  in  last  year  by 

I  my  noble  friend,  the  present  Secretary  of 

|  State  for  War.    The  noble  Marquess  told 
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us  that  the  ballot  was  a  power  with  which 
he  would  not  readily  part,  that  it  was 
necessary  for  an  emergency,  that  it  was 
out  of-date  and  ought  to  be  brought  up- 
to-date,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  poking 
at  him  we  got  him  to  bring  in  a  Bill  and 
lay  it  upon  your  Lordships'  table.  I 
want  him  to  resuscitate  and  galvanize 
that  Bill.  We  tried  to  induce  my  noble 
friend  to  define  "  an  emergency  "  for  us, 
but  we  failed.  We  looked  up  Johnson 
and  other  dictionaries,  and  quoted  the 
definition  there  given  of  an  emergency, 
but  we  could  not  get  any  definition  from 
my  noble  friend.  I  do  not  know  whether 
my  noble  friend  considers  this  an  emer- 
gency, but  I  read  in  the  newspaper  to-day 
that  the  word  emergency  is  used  in  the 
notice  he  has  issued  with  a  view 
to  the  buying  of  men  who  have  served 
in  the  Army  and  are  now  in 
civil  life.  If  he  does  not  think  the 
present  state  of  affairs  constitutes  an 
emergency  I  would  invite  him  to  considt 
my  noble  friend,  Lord  RoseWy,  on  that 
question.  It  is  because  I  believe  the 
present  is  an  emergency,  because  I  believe 
that  this  emergency  can  only  be  met 
by  building  on  sure  and  sound  foundations, 
that  I  venture  to  urge  upon  your  Lordships 
the  adoption  of  my  resolution.  What  is 
to  be  said  against  it  ?  We  heard  the 
other  night  from  my  noble  friend  the 
Prime  >Imister  why  we  are  not  to  have 
this.  I  was  sitting,  as  I  am  very  deaf, 
under  him,  and  in  denouncing  conscription 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing  he  said  :  "  It  is 
the  people's  will  that  you  should  not  have 
it."  I  simply  put  in  this  little  question 
to  my  noble  friend,  "When  did  you  ever 
consult  the  people  ?  "  How  do  you  know 
their  will  ?  You  have  never  consulted 
them.  From  experience  I  have  had  at 
various  meetings  in  London  and  the 
provinces,  where  I  have  spoken  on  this 
question  and  advocated  the  Militia  ballot 
for  home  defence,  and  home  defence  only, 
I  declare  that  the  allegation  that  the 
British  people  will  not  submit  to  the 
Militia  ballot  is  a  libel  on  the  British 
nation.  What  had  my  noble  friend  to 
console  us  with?  British  disasters,  the 
Cintra  Convention,  Walcheren,  the 
muddles  at  Sevastopol,  and,  as  we  had 
muddled  through  those,  he  encouraged  us 
to  hope  that  we  should  again  muddle 
through  our  present  difficulties.  I  think 
that  was  very  cold  comfort.  We  want 
something  more  than  that  to  give  us  con- 
fidence and  security.     We  are  told  that 


confidence  and  security  can  come  to  us 
through  the  Navy.  We  know  that  in  the 
world  and  in  all  trades  there  is  nothing  like 
leather,  and  naval  men  write  and  speak 
as  if  the  Navy  alone  was  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  country  from  all  possible  invasion 
or  dangers.  But,  my  Lords,  that  is  not 
the  use  which  I  hold  the  Navy  should  be 
put  to.  1  ventured  to  write  a  letter  to- 
the  papers  in  which  I  pointed  out  how 
necessary  it  was  that  we  should  make  our- 
selves so  strong  at  home  that  no  foreign 
nation  would  any  more  dream  of  coming 
to  our  shores  than  a  sane  man  would  of 
putting  his  head  into  a  seven  times  heated 
fiery  furnace.  For  writing  this  1  was 
denounced  in  the  columns  of  The  Tim*$ 
as  an  "  idiot"  by  a  "  nothing-like-leather  " 
man,  by  an  anonymous  correspondent,. 
"Navalis."  He  may  be  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  for  all  I  know  ;  or  he  may 
be  the  editor  of  The  Times  himself.  But 
whoever  the  correspondent  is,  I  declined 
to  enter  into  correspondence  with  an 
anonymous  person  who  was  so  free 
with  his  language  as  to  call  a  well- 
intentioned  man  like  myself  an  idiot  for 
proposing,  not  that  which  would  injure 
the  Navy,  but  that  which  would  make 
the  Navy  ten  times  more  powerful  than 
it  would  be  if  a  large  portion  of  it  was 
anchored  to  our  shores  in  order  to  pre- 
vent invasion.  You  destroy  probably  a 
third  of  the  Navy's  power  by  so  limiting 
its  operations.  The  idea  that  the  Navy 
should  thus  be  in  a  great  measure  deprived 
of  its  power  of  offence  throughout  the  world 
is  one  of  the  most  absurd  ideas  that  ever 
entered  into  man's  head.  We  want  to 
make  the  Navy  far  more  powerful  and  far 
more  useful,  but  that  cannot  be  done  by 
tying  it  to  our  shores.  There  is  no  man 
in  this  country  who  hates  war  more  than 
I  do,  and  it  is  with  no  wish  to  extend 
Imperialism  or  to  extend  our  Empire  that 
I  have  spoken  as  I  have  to-night.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  with  the  view  of  pre- 
serving peace  that  I  advocate  the  scheme 
I  propose  to  your  Lordships.  No  maxim 
is  more  true  than  that  of  Si  ris  pacem, 
para  helium,  and  it  is  in  that  sense  only 
that  I  have  spoken.  War  has  great  evils, 
none  greater.  It  brings  sorrow  and 
misfortune  to  many  homes,  as  I  fear  it 
has  done  very  largely  in  the  course  of 
this  war.  But,  my  Lords,  this  war  has 
also  its  advantages.  It  has  shown  how 
extremely  deep  in  the  hearts  and  souls  of 
the  people  lies  love  of  country.  What 
can  be  more  patriotic  than  the  way  in 
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which  Members  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
as  well,  I  believe,  as  Members  of  the 
other  House,  have  gone  forth  willingly  to 
fight  for  their  country  in  South  Africa  ? 
It  has  also  shown  us  that  our  soldiers  and 
officers  are  as  daring,  as  gallant,  as  brave, 
as  reliable  as  they  were  in  the  brightest 
page  of  our  military  history.  It  has, 
moreover,  shown  how  the  Irish  politician 
and  patriot  loves  us  ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
has  shown  us  how  the  Irish  soldier  and 
the  Irish  regiments  will  fight  for  their 
Queen,  their  country,  and  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  has  shown  us,  my  Lords, 
how  Continental  nations  envy,  and 
apparently  without  reason,  hate  us.  But 
it  has  also  shown  the  devotion  of  our 
colonies  to  the  mother  country,  and 
proves  that  they  are  with  us  one  in  heart, 
in  soul,  and  in  action  in  defence  of  our 
common  country.  It  is  here,  I  think,  that 
the  good  of  this  war  mainly  comes  in.  It 
makes  for  peace  more  than  anything  else 
that  the  world  should  know  that  there 
is  this  heart  and  soul  offensive  and 
defensive  alliance  and  union  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  colonies.  I  am 
going  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  act  to- 
night as  you  did  in  1883.  In  that  year — 
it  was  the  first  year  I  came  to  your 
Lordships'  House — I  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  I  am  sure  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Kimberley  will  approve  of — 

"  That,  having  regard  to  the  present  defective 
military  organisation,  and  to  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  Militia  force,  it  is  essential  that 
the  Militia  be  forthwith  recruited  up  to  their 
establishment  strength,  and  that  the  Militia 
Reserve  should,  as  intended  by  its  originator, 
the  late  General  Peel,  and  as  recommended  by 
the  Militia  Committee  of  1877,  l>e  borne  in 
excess  of  the  Militia  astablishment." 

This  resolution,  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  the  two  front  benches — if  there  is 
anything  really  good  they  always  combine 
against  it — was  carried.  Noble  Lords 
patriotically  threw  party  and  personal 
considerations  aside,  and  voted  for  what 
they  believed  to  be  simply  and  solely  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  I  hope  your 
Lordships  in  the  year  1 900  will  not  show 
yourselves  less  patriotic  or  less  inde- 
pendent than  in  the  year  1883.  One  word 
more  as  regards  myself.  The  strongest 
desire  I  have  ever  had  in  public  life  has 
been  to  see  my  country  strong  and  safe  at 
home,  believing  that  upon  that  all  our 
prosperity  depends.  It  was  that  feeling 
forty  years  ago  made  me,  like  so  many 
others,  readily  embrace  the  opportunity 
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given  by  General  Peel,  who  invited  us  b 
volunteer  for  home  defence.  We  did  » 
because  the  Government  showed  by  tha 
appeal  that  they  recognised  that  th 
country  was  not  in  a  proper  state  c 
defence,  the  result  of  neglect,  I  venture  t 
think,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Gen 
eminent.  We  have  stuck  to  it  from  tha 
time  to  this.  It  was  prophesied  that  i 
would  not  last,  that  it  would  dwindl 
away,  but  the  force  has  grown  an* 
gone  on  increasing  in  numbers  am 
efficiency,  and  these  men  who  ar 
serving  voluntarily  without  any  com 
pulsion  have  had  all  sorts  of  dutie 
put  upon  them,  and  now  it  is  pro 
posed  that  they  should  go  out  for  thre 
months'  training  and  give  up  thei 
employment.  Her  Majest}r's  Govem 
ment  are  trusting  to  this  force,  which  i 
only  a  stopgap  and  a  makeshift,  and  wil 
not  do  their  duty  by  bringing  into  fore 
and  into  play  that  law  which  we  pu 
them  there  to  administer  for  our  safety 
My  feeling  is  this,  that  we  have  lon^ 
enough  played  the  part  of  stopgaps,  o 
makeshifts,  and  of  shelter  trenches  fo 
Secretaries  of  State  for  War,  the  const 
quence  of  which  is  that  they  have  lav 
this  salve  to  their  consciences,  that  the; 
have  this  body  upon  which  they  cat 
depend,  and  that  they  need  not  there 
fore  do  their  duty  by  bringing  info 
force  the  existing  military  law. 
think  then,  and  I  say  it  regretfully,  tha 
during  the  last  forty  years,  on  the  whole 
we  have  done  more  harm  than  good,  an< 
that  the  existence  of  the  Volunteer  foro 
is  a  source  of  chronic  danger  rather  thai 
of  safety  to  the  State.  I  beg  to  move  m\ 
resolution. 


Moved  to  resolve  :  "  That  this  House 

I  having  heard  the  proposals  of  the  Govern 

I  ment  for  the  strengthening  of  our  military 

forces  and  armaments,  is  of  opinion  that 

inasmuch  as  our  military  system  rests  oi 

the  Militia  ballot,  it  is  essential,  looking 

I  to  military  efficiency  and  the  permanen 

I  safety   to  our  country,  that  the  ancien 

,  constitutional  low  of  compulsory  militar 

service  for  home  defence,  and  for  horn 

j  defence  only,  be  at  once  so  amended  tha 

I  it  may  be  available  to  be  put  in  force  i) 

'  such  modified  form  as  will  effect  its  pui 

pose  without  weighing  unduly  upon  th 

]  people." — (The  Lord  Wemyss,  A\  Jf'tmyss) 

i    *Thk  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  Mj 
|  Lords,  there  is  no  one  in  your  Lordships 
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House  who  has  more  right  than  my  noble 
friend  who  has  just  addressed  you  to 
bring  this  question  forward.  Not  only 
has  lie  taken  an  active  part  for  many 
years  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Auxiliary 
forces — namely,  the  Volunteers-  -but  he 
has  brought  the  same  question  before 
yonr  Lordships  on  several  previous 
occasions.  I  am  .exceedingly  glad 
that,  by  the  modification  which  my 
noble  friend  has  made  in  his  motion,  I 
have  been  able  to  rise  to  second  it.  Your 
Ixndships  will  see  that  the  motion,  as 
amended,  is  only  to  the  effect  that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  law  which  enables  the 
ballot  to  be  brought  into  force  for  the 
Militia  should  be  put  in  such  a  state 
that  it  may  be  workable  if  necessity 
should  arise.  The  motion  does  not 
express  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  now 
arrived  for  that  course  to  be  taken  ;  and, 
for  my  own  part,  I  could  not  agree  with 
amotion  for  the  immediate  introduction 
of  the  ballot  for  the  Militia,  because  I 
think  it  should  not  be  used  until  it  is 
found  from  experience  that  sufficient 
recruits  are  not  to  be  obtained  by 
▼ohintary  enlistment.  That,  then,  is 
d*  scope  of  the  resolution  which  my 
noMe  friend  has  moved,  and  which  1 
*»hyour  Lordships  to  support.  I  hope 
*hat  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
&ate  for  War  will  raise  no  objection  to 
the  passing  of  the  motion.  I  say  this 
owause  he  has  used  on  former  occasions 
wonls  which  are  exactly  the  same 
**(  should  use  upon  this  subject,  and 
vnkh  seem  to  me  to  lead  to  the  passing 
of  a  resolution  of  this  kind.  My  noble 
Wend  the  mover  of  it  has  alluded  to  the 
words  used  by  the  noble  Marquess  :  but  I 
W,U  read  them  to  your  Lordships,  l>ecause 
they  represent  so  entirely  my  own  feeling 
m  this  matter  that  if  I  'did  "not  do  so  1 
wtouM  only  express  them  in  worse  lan- 
^ge.  Mv  noble  friend  said  in  February 
1K9*-     * 

''Our  military  system  rests  upon  the  broad 
Principle  that  the  Crown  has  a  right  to  require 
everj-  citizen  of  this  country,  if  necessary,  to 
Jpr  his  part  in  the  defence  of  the   Unite*! 


^Jploiii.  That  in  a  liahility  which  ha*  no 
'tow*  remained  dormant  for  a  great  many 
y^but  it  is  none  the  lew  a  real  liability, 
*bWi  I  trust  we  shall  never  allow  ourselves  to 
'^^tof." 

***J  year  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary 
°* State  for  War  again  used  words  to  the 
Ijjyfc  effect,  and  he  showed,  at  con- 
SIder«b!e  length,  how    inapplicable    the 


'■  law  of  1860  respecting  the  ballot  is  at  the 
j  present  time,  and  introduced  and  explained 
,  a  Bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  making 
;  those  alterations  in  the  law  which  he 
considered  necessary  in  order  to  make 
t  it  workable.  Therefore,  my  Lords, 
my  noble  friend  has  admitted  the 
principle  for  which  we  contend,  and, 
moreover,  he  has  studied  the  subject  and 
has  placed  on  your  Lordships'  table  a  Bill 
to  put  the  ljaflot  in  proper  shape.  The 
same  opinion  as  that  expressed  by  my 
,  noble  friend  has  been  held  by  his  most 
distinguished  predecessors,  to  whom  my 
noble  friend  the  Karl  of  Wemyss  has 
alluded.  The  noble  Lord  has  rightly 
expressed  the  opinion  of  Lord  Herl>ert 
of  Lea  and  Lord  Card  well,  under  lx)th 
of  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  serve 
as  Under  Secretary.  Lord  Herbert  of 
Lea  himself  introduced  amendments  to 
the  old  Militia  ballot  law,  and  carried 
the  Act  of  Parliament  of  1860,  amending 
that  law.  Lord  Cardwell  entertained 
the  same  opinion  as  that  expressed  by 
my  noble  friend-namely,  that  the 
ballot  for  the  Militia  is  a  power  which 
should  be  maintained  intact,  but  should 
not  be  exercised  unless  the  necessity 
called  for  it,  and  clauses  were  introduced 
by  him  in  the  Army  Service  Bill  of  1*71 
to  amend  the  machinery  for  the  Militia 
ballot.  I  ventured  to  express  a  hope 
that  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  will  accept  this  motion,  but 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  am  a  little 
chilled  by  the  manner  in  which  in  this 
House  during  the  present  session  he  has 
treated  the  question  of  compulsory  ser- 
vice. He  appears  to  me  to  have  done, 
if  he  will  allow  me  to  use  the  won  I  with- 
out offence,  a  very  adroit  thing.  He  has 
mixed  up  conscription  for  the  Army  with 
ballot  for  the  Militia.  I  know  that  few, 
if  any,  of  your  Lordships  are  prepared  to 
advocate  conscription  for  the  Army.  Our 
Army  is  levied  for  a  service  of  a  different 
kind  to  that  of  the  armies  of  the  Con- 
tinent of  Kurope,  where  conscription 
prevails.  Tt  has  to  go  to  the  ends  of  the 
world.  We  have  nothing  to  complain  of 
with  regard  to  the  voluntary  system.  We 
have  obtained  sufficient  recruits  for  our 
Army  with  that  system,  and  surely,  after 
the  experience  of  the  last  few  months, 
there  is  no  man  in  this  or  any  other 
country  who  will  say  that  our  troops 
raised  on  the  voluntary  system  have  not 
been  a  credit  to  the  country  and  to  the 
traditions  of  the  British  Armv.      We  do 
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not  want  to  touch  that  part  of  the  system. 
It  is  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  that  we 
consider  should  be  put  into  proper  shape, 
and  that  is  only  for  service  for  a  short  time 
at  home,  in  defence  of  our  country,  for  which 
we  are  all,  by  law,  liable  who  have  not 
reached  the  age  at  which  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  have  myself  arrived.  This  system 
is  not  confined  to  this  country.  I  asked 
the  other  day  what  was  the  state  of  the 
law  with  regard  to  Canada,  and  was 
informed  that  the  Militia  system  of  Canada 
is  based  upon  compulsory  service.  It  is 
the  same  thing  in  >>  ew  Zealand,  in  Queens- 
land, and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  same  in 
other  Australian  colonies.  I  know  it  is  the 
same  in  one  of  our  Crown  colonies,  namely, 
Jamaica.  Why  should  we  not  be  pre- 
pared, if  necessity  should  arise,  to  under- 
take the  same  sacrifice  as  our  self-govern- 
ing colonies  'I  I  have  been  trying  to 
consider  what  reason  my  noble  friend 
will  give  for  not  accepting  this  motion. 
Is  it  that  the  office  over  which  he  pre- 
sides is  overwhelmed  with  work?  I 
quite  agree  that  it  is,  and  I  doubt  whether 
I  should  have  pressed  him  to  take  imme- 
diate steps  in  this  matter  if  he  had  not 
himself  considered  it  last  year  in  time  of 
quiet  and  prepared  a  Bill  which  he 
coidd  in  a  day  or  two  reintroduce  into 
your  Lordships'  House.  Will  his  answer 
be  that  the  circumstances  are  different 
now  to  what  they  were  last  year  1  If  this 
was  right  in  I860,  if  it  was  right  in  1871,  if 
it  was  right  in  1899, 1  ask  your  Lordships 
why  should  it  not  be  right  in  the  year 
1900  I  This  leads  me  to  consider  what  is 
the  military  condition  of  the  country  at 
the  present  time.  I  am  not  going  into 
the  general  question  which  my  noble 
friend  has  raised  regarding  the  plans  of 
the  Government.  This  is,  I  take  it,  a  de- 
late with  reference  to  the  Militia,  and  I 
shall  confine  my  remarks  to  the  condition 
of  the  infantry  and  the  Militia.  My 
noble  friend  explained  to  us,  on  the  15tn 
of  this  month,  the  condition  of  the  Regu- 
lar infantry  in  the  United  Kingdom  at 
the  present  time.  He  stated  then  that 
there  were  only  seventeen  battalions  of  the 
Regular  infantry  left  in  the  country,  and 
of  these  battalions  eight,  as  we  learn  from 
an  Army  order  issued  the  other  day, 
have  been  mobilised  for  service  in  South 
Africa.  There  will  remain,  then,  only  nine 
Iwittalions  of  Regular  infantry  in  the 
United  Kingdom  :  but  whether  it  is  nine 
or  whether  it  is  seventeen  is  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence.  The  force  is  clearly 
The  Earl  of  Xorihbrook. 


I  inadequate  even  in  ordinary  times,  and  is 
utterly  inadequate  to  meet  any  difficulties 
i  that  may  arise  at  the  present  moment 
I  The  rest  of  the  infantry  in  the  United 
I  Kingdom  consist  of  soldiers  who  are  left 
;  behind  unable  to  serve,  of  recruits,  and 
I  so  on.     In  fact,  as  regards  the  infantry, 
there  is  nothing  behind  those  seventeen 
|  battalions.     All  the  rest  are  necessary  in 
i  order  to  keep  up  the    drafts    for  '  the 
battalions  serving  abroad.      The   fifteen 
new  battalions  which  my  noble  friend  ifi 
engaged  in    raising    cannot    be    fit    foi 
service  for  a  considerable  time.     My  noble 
1  friend   said   in   his    speech   on  the   12th 
instant,  and  very  properly,  that  his  inten- 
1  tion  was  to  organise  a  "  mobile  "  force  in 
this  country  to  be  used,  if  necessary,  either 
for  defence  at  home  or  to  support  the 
Army  abroad.     After  the  Division  which 
is  now  being  mobilised  leaves  these  shores 
;  the  noble  Marquess  has  no  resources  what- 
ever to  fall  back  upon  as  regards  Infantry, 
except  the  Militia.  I  do  not  think  my  nobk 
j  friend   will  deny  that  statement.     I  am 
happy  to  say  that  he  has  an   excellent 
i  force,   in  many  respects,   to  rely  upon. 
The  spirit  shown  by  the  Militia  cannot 
be  too  much  praised.     Thirty  battalion! 
have  proceeded  to  South   Africa,   or  arc 
under  orders.     Six  more  are  serving  in 
the   Mediterranean    and    elsewhere    out 
of    the    United    Kingdom.      I    do    not 
!  agree    with  my    noble    friend   (Earl  oJ 
Wemyss)    in     the    least     in    his    state 
ment  that  our  Militia  is  a  delusion  and  s 
:  farce  at  the  present  time.     On  the  con- 
\  trary,  I  think  our  Militia  has  proved  thai 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  right  whet 
;  he  said  in  1852,   in  the  last  speech  he 
1  made  in   this    House,   that    the   Militii 
would  become  "  an  efficient  auxiliary  ford 
to  the  Regular  Army."     My  noble  frienc 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  said  the 
;  other    day    that,     after    deducting    the 
Militia      ordered      abroad,      we       havi 
,  77,000   Militiamen  left  in  this  country. 
I  hope  that  my  noble  friend's  figures  wili 
turn  out  to  be  correct,  but  I  have  a  little 
doubt     on    the    matter.     But,     correct 
or    not    correct,    I    venture     to    think 
it    is    a     very      insufficient    force    oi 
infantry  to  have  in  the  United  Kingdom 
In  my  humble  opinion,  the  Militia,  whicl 
is    now    30,000    below  its  complement 
not      only     requires     to    be     recruited 
up  to  its  establishment,   but  to  be  verj 
considerably  increased.     Well,  my  Lords 
how  is  this  force  to  be  raised  1    I  hok 
that,  in  the  first  instance,   it  certainty 
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ought  to  be  raised  by  voluntary  enlist- 1  noble  friend,  that  officers  who  have  served 
ment.      All   the   authorities    who    have  I  in  the  Auxiliary  forces  should  be  attached 
considered  the  question  of  the  Militia —  i  to  the  staff  of  the  War  Office,  ought  to  be 
the  Committee,  for  example,  over  which  '  carried  out  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
the  present  Lord  Derby  presided  in  1877  '  I  make  these  observations  in  no  spirit  of 
—have  expressed  their  opinion   that  in    panic  whatever.     I  take  no  gloomy  view 
times  like  this  there  will  no  difficulty  in  ,  of  the  situation  :  in  fact,  our  spirits  have 
getting  recruits  for  the  Militia,  and,  more- 1  been  raised  by  the  news  which  we  have 
over,  the  same  authorities  have  said  that  i  received  to-day  from  Lord  Roberts  and 
enlistment  for  the  Militia  does  not  inter-    Sir  Redvers  Buller.     But  while  we  are- 
fere  with  enlistment  for  the  Line.     My  ;  engaged  in  a  war  so  far  from  our  shores,, 
noble  friend,  in  his  speech  at  the   begin-    with    operations   in   progress    extending 
ning  of  this   session,   alluded  to  several  \  over  a  country  almost  as  large  as  Europe,, 
alterations   of   importance   which   might  |  and  with  a  very  moderate  force  for  the 
make  the    Militia  service  more  popular.  ',  work  which  Lord  Roberts  has  in  hand,  I 
I  shall   not    attempt    to    go    into    any    hold  that  it  is  not  right  for  the  Govern- 
details  on     this     occasion.      It    is    not    ment  not  to  prepare  a  mobile   force  of 
the  time  to  do  so.      The  improvements,  j  sufficient     strength     to     support     Lord 
I  have    no    doubt,     have     been     care-  ,  Roberts  in  South  Africa.     Military  men 
i     folly  considered  by  my  noble  friend,  and  ,  may  have  opinions,  and  my  noble  friend 
at  the  proper  time  I  might  have   some  ,  may  wish  to  wait  till  Lord  Roberts  ask* 
suggestion  to  make  upon  them,  especially    for  more  troops  ;  but  we  who  are  plain 
in  regard  to  the  Militia  reserve,  to  which  !  people  and  look  at  our  maps  can  see  what 
my  noble  friend  the  Earl  of  Wemyss  has    tremendously  long   lines   of  communica- 
jwt    alluded.      But    on    a    matter     of  '  tion  Lord  Roberts  has  to  protect  through 
detail,  I  would    ask    my   noble    friend  '  a  hostile  country,  and  we  think  that  it  is 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  '  the  duty  of  the  Government  not  to  wait 
the  Army  circular  issued  this  morning,  |  to  be  asked,  but  to  give  every  support 
inviting  men  who   have  passed  through  ,  which   can   be   given   to   Lord    Roberts, 
their  service  in  the  Army  to  re-enlist  for   The  other  night  in  this  House  my  noble 
one  year,  has  been  so  framed  as  not   to  '  friend  the  Earl  of  Rosebery,  whom  I  see 
interfere  with  the  present  status  of  the  '  here  to-night,  and  my  noble  friend  behind 
Militia.    I  have  been  told,  and  believe,  '  me,  the   Earl  of  Kimberley,  made   some 
that  many  of  these  men  are  now  serving  '  remarks  upon  the  possibilities  of  the  future, 
m  the  ranks  of  the  Militia.      If  the  pro-    I  am  not  going  to  repeat  those  remarks.     I 
pwal  of  my  noble  friend  is  to  take  these  '  will  only  say  that  Lord  Kimberley,  in  allud- 
men  from  the  ranks  of  the  Militia,  where  '  ing  to  two  matters  of  which  I  have  some 
they  afford  great  stability  to  the  small  .  knowledge — namely,  the  possibilities    in 
wttalions,  and  put  them  into  some  other  ,  India  and  the  possibilities  in  Egypt-  -did 
fate  for  a  year's  service,  I  am  afraid  that    not  say  a  word  more  than  I  feel  in  regard 
the  plan  will  do  more  harm  than  good  to  '  to  both  those  possibilities.     I  go  a  little 
Ac  position  of  the  Militia,  and  if  it  does     further,  and  say  that  I  am  not  satisfied  at 
«nn  to  the  position  of  the   Militia,    it  J  the  present  time  with,  the  strength  of  our 
Wtainly  injures  the  infantry  force  of  the  (  forces  in  Egypt.     Li  view  of  the  strength 
tountry.     I  have  said  that  in  my  opinion  i  of  our  infantry  at  home,,  has  not  the  time 
w«  should  endeavour  to  raise  this   force  i  come    when,    in.  my   noble  friend's  own 
v  voluntary  enlistment.     I  would  urge  j  words,  we  ought  to  be  ready  to  apply  the 
upon  my  noble  friend  to  lose  no  time  in  !  Ballot  Act  if  we  cannot  get  recruits  for 
^kine  public  the  advantages  he  proposes  '  the  Militia  in  ajiy  other  way  ?     These  are 
to  hold  out  to  the  Militia  for  the  purpose  [  the  words  used1  b}T  my  noble   friend  in 
d  encouraging  recruiting,  and  I  further   July  last  yeur-- 
,ITge     him      not       to       refrain      from ! 

consulting  officers  who  have  served  '  "  Tliere-  is  a  contingency  in  which  a  more 
i"  the  Militia  before  the  measures  are  '  numerous  Militia  would  distinctly  add  to  our 
(\o^a  '"".  ~t*  vV:r  *"**£"***>"*"*  wo  strength.  It  might  become  necessary  for  us  to- 
^CKied  upon  in  the  \\  ar  Office  and  pub-  provide  for  the  safety  of  these  islands  during  a 
u*nei  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  the  I  very  severe  and  protracted  crisis  during  which 
me*8ures  relating  to  the  auxiliary  forces  i  there  had  been  ji  serious  strain  on  our  military 

rtere  has  been  shown  in  War  Office  action  ;  forcc*>  aJ!l}  af  l?r  ™%  hful  e*^™***  al1  other 
mw  «^«   «««»«  "«■  vuivd«,wuu  ,  mean8  of  kee.)ing  tlieni  up  to  the  necessary 

**je  want   Of   consultation    beforehand,  j  strength.      For  an  emergency  of  this  kind  it 

***>  the  suggestion,  made,  I  think,  by  my  i  does  not  seem  to  me  unreasonable  that  we 
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-should  provide,  however  remote  we  may  take 
it  to  be. ' 

Has  not  this  emergency  arrived  1  Have 
we  not  exhausted  all  our  Regular  military 
strength  in  this  country,  and  is  this  the  time 
for  any  excuse  to  be  made  for  not  putting 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  Militia  in  a 
proper  state  1  In  making  these  remarks 
I  do  so  as  a  cordial  supporter  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  I  do  so  in  no 
hostile  spirit  whatever  to  my  noble  friend's 
administration  of  the  War  Office.  On  the 
■contrary,  I  wish  to  give  to  my  noble 
friend,  and  especially  to  the  military 
•departments  under •  him,  every  credit. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  them  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  organised, 
equipped,  and  conveyed,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Admiralty,  the  troops  to 
South  Africa ;  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  land  transport  for  that  army  has  been 
organised  ;  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
ammunition  has  been  supplied;  and  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  commissariat  and 
medical  departments  have  been  carried  on. 
What  a  contrast  to  the  state  of  things  at 
the  time  of  the  Crimean  War  !  It  reflects 
great  credit  not  only  upon  my  noble 
friend,  but  upon  those  who  preceded  him 
and  who  organised  these  departments  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
organised,  which  has  stood  the  test  of 
war.  I  trust,  my  Lords,  that  my  noble 
friend  will  accept  the  motion  which  has 
been  moved  by  the  noble  Earl  below  the 
gangway,  and  I  trust,  moreover,  that  he 
will  take  an  opportunity  at  an  early  date 
of  informing  the  House  and  the  country 
what  plans  he  has  for  the  creation  of  the 
*l  mobile  "  force  which  he  told  us  he  wished 
to  create.  I  can  assure  my  noble  friend 
that  there  is  anxiety  in  this  House  and  in 
the  country  with  respect  to  these  plans, 
and  that  the  anxiety  is  shared  by  a  great 
number  of  the  most  sincere  friends  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
My  Lords,  the  noble  mover  of  the 
motion,  in  the  somewhat  discursive 
remarks  with  which  he  prefaced 
it,  told  your  Lordships  that  one  of 
the  lessons  which  the  British  Army  had 
to  learn  from  the  war  now  proceed- 
ing was  that  their  system  of  field  tactics 
would  require  considerable  modification. 
I  hope  he  will  forgive  me  if  I  say  that 
his  own  system  of  field  tactics  is  a  little 
disconcerting.  He  commenced  his  state- 
ment by  informing  the  House,  as  I  under- 
The  Karl  of  Xorthhrook. 


1  stood  him,  that  he  desired  to  change  ir 

important  essential  particulars  the  terms 

I  of   the  motion  of   which   he   had   giver 

I  notice.     He  went  on  to  tell  us  that  w< 

i  must  mend  our  ways  in  regard  to  artillery 

.  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  -scouting 

1  and  spying  in  the  Army,  in  regard  to  th< 

increase  of  mounted  infantry,  and  finall} 

in  regard  to  the  often  discussed  questioi 

!  of  heavy,  but  yet  mobile,  artillery.      Ii 

regard   to  the  last  point  the  noble  Ear 

told  us  there  had  been  blundering  in  Pall 

:  Mall,    and,    in   his   opinion,     some     oim 

deserved  to  be  hanged  because  artillerj 

of  this  description  had  not  accompanies 

the  Army  of  Sir  George  White.     Let  me 

repeat  what  I  said  the  other  evening  or 

j  this  subject,  and  which  perhaps  failed  t< 

attract  the  attention  of  the  noble  Earl 

If  there  has  been  a  blunder  in  Pall  Mai 

in  this  matter  of  heavy  guns  intended  tc 

accompany  a  field  force,  there  has  been 

to    the    best     of     my     belief,    blunder 

;  ing  in  the  army  administration  of  ever) 

European  Power.      The  Boers  have  sue 

ceeded  in  bringing  heavy  guns  down  bj 

1  rail  from  Pretoria,  and   have,   no  doubt 

succeeded  in  placing  them  in  a  positior 

from  which   they   have   produced  incon 

venient  results  to  our  troops  ;    but  I  an 

not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  experience 

of  the  war  has  yet  shown  that  a  40-poundei 

gun  can  be  dragged  about  by  a  mobile 

field  force  in  the  way  I  understand  the  noble 

Earl  suggests.     With  regard  to  the  actual 

motion  of  the  noble  Earl,  he  has  changed 

it ;   and  I  am  not  sure  whether  we  arc 

fully  aware   of  the  import  of  the  revised 

motion.      As  far  as  I  can  make  out,  the 

change  was  an  ingenious  one,  intended  tc 

enable  members  of  your  Lordships1  House 

who  could  not  have  supported  the  original 

motion   to   go  into   the   lobby  with  the 

noble  Earl.      But  whatever  be  the  term* 

of  the  amended  motion  there  can  be  nc 

doubt  as  to  the  significance  of  the  two 

;  speeches  to  which  we  have  just  listened. 

Both   of   those   speeches,  if  they  meant 

anything,    were   an    injunction    to    Hei 

Majesty's  Government  to  drop  their  own 

plans,  and  in  lieu  of  them  to  have  recourse 

to  the  Militia  ballot. 

The    Eakl    of    NORTHBROOK:   1 

,  said  distinctly  that  I  proposed  that  the 

enlistment  should   be   voluntary,   and  1 

invited  the  noble  Marquess  to  encourage 

voluntary  enlistment,   and    only  on  it* 

!  failure  should  wo   have  recourse  to  tiie 

'  Militia  ballot. 

i 
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♦The  Marquess  of   LANSDOWNE : 
Exactly;    the  sting  is  in   the  tail.      If 
voluntary  enlistment  fails,  the  noble  Earl 
falls  lack  on  the  ballot.     With  regard  to 
the  Militia  ballot,  our  opinion  is  unchanged. 
We  rtgard  it  as  a  valuable  reserve   of 
power,  with  which  on  no  account  would  any 
(Tovernment  be  justified  in  parting.     But 
that  that  power  should  be   exercised  at 
the  present  time  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
admit.      As   I   said   just   now,  the  two 
speeches    we   have   listened   to,   if   they 
meant  anything,  meant  that  that  power 
should  be  exercised  promptly  and  at  once. 
Both  speakers  confronted  me  with  some 
words  I  used  last  year  in  your  Lordships' 
House  when  discussing  this  matter,  and 
told  me    that    the    very    circumstances 
which  I  had  contemplated  had  arisen,  and 
therefore,  if  I  valued  my  own  consistency, 
I  should  not  oppose  their  motion.     My 
Lords,  I   adhere  to  the   words   I   spoke 
last  year.     The  noble  Earl  complained  of 
me  because  I  had  never  given  him  a  defini- 
tion of  what  I  meant  by  an  emergency. 
Butthe  noble  Earl  who  seconded  the  mot  ion 
quoted  from  my  speech  a  description — 
I  do  not  think  it  was  an  unfair  one — 
of  what    I    meant    by   an    emergency. 
I  mentioned  two  contingencies  which  to 
my  mind   created   such  an    emergency. 
There  was,  in  the  first  place,  a  complete 
Mure  of  the  voluntary  system  both  for 
the  Line  and  the  Militia.     Now  have  we 
h*d  a  complete  failure  of  the   voluntary 
rostem  for  the  Line  ?     I  quote  the  words 
°f  the  noble    earl    who    seconded    the 
motion.     He  told  us,  in  terms  which   I 
most  say  I  appreciate  deeply  and  sincerely, 
fhat  he  gave  us  credit  for  the    manner 
in  which   we   had  despatched   a    large 
*nny     to     South     Africa,      and     the 
efforts  we  have  made  to  supply  it  with 
transport  and  equipment.     I  thank  the 
noMe  Earl   for  those  words,   not   only 
because  they  sounded  agreeably  in  my 
etts,  but  because  I  know  they  will  give 
gfeat  comfort  and  encouragement  to  many 
°f  those  who,  during  the  last  few  months, 
tave  been  sparing  of  neither  their  time, 
lrr»uWe,  nor  health  in  trying  to  enable 
"ur  army  in  South  Africa  to  do  its  work. 
Then,  my  lords,  is  it  the  case  that  there 
hfcs  been  a  complete  failure  of  the  volun- 
tary system  in  regard  to  the  Militia  1   The 
Militia  is  below  its  establishment,   and 
noliody  regrets  it  more  than  I  do.     But 
n  has  been  more  or  less  below  its  establish- 
ment for  many  years  past.     We  are  no 
*oi*e  in  that  respect  than  we  were  last 


year  or  the  year  before.  In  point  of 
efficiency,  I  believe,  the  Militia  has  never 
stood  higher  than  it  does  at  present,  and 
I  heard  with  pleasure  the  references 
which  were  made  to  its  value  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  Kegular  Army.  Thirty 
battalions  of  the  Militia  are  on 
their  way  to  the  seat  of  war  ; 
four  other  battalions  of  Militia  are  hold- 
ing, or  will  hold,  positions  in  our  colonies 
or  in  our  fortresses  ;  and  after  these  have 
gone  there  will  still  be  77,000  Militia- 
I  men  left  in  this  country.  I  cannot  admit 
i  that  there  has  been  such  a  complete 
I  failure  of  the  voluntary  system  in  regard 
.  to  the  Militia  as  to  justify  us  in  departing. 
|  from  the  old  lines  and  working  upon 
those  laid  down  for  us  by  the  two  noble 
Earls.  The  other  condition  which  I  laid 
down,  and  which  was  also  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Earl  below  the  gangway,  was 
this.  I  said  that  it  seemed  to  me  "  we 
might  resort  to  the  ballot  after  a  pro- 
tracted crisis,  during  which  there  had 
been  a  serious  drain  upon  our  military 
forces,  and  during  which  we  had  ex- 
hausted all  other  means  of  keeping  them 
up  to  the  necessary  strength."  \A  hether 
there  has  been  a  crisis  or  not,  I  will  not 
pause  to  inquire.  I  do  not  very  much  like 
the  sound  of  the  word — it  has  a  sound  of 
panic  about  it — but  I  will  make  the  noble 
Earl  a  present  of  the  word  "  crisis."  But 
has  there  been  a  protracted  crisis  ?  This 
war  did  not  begin  until  the  middle  of 
October,  and  certainly  when  I  spoke  last 
year  of  a  protracted  crisis  I  had  not  in  my 
mind  one  which  had  only  lasted  for  three 
or  four  months.  What  was  the  other  con- 
dition ?  It  was  the  exhaustion  of  other 
means  of  keeping  our  forces  up  to  the 
necessary  strength.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  exhausted  those  other  means.  On 
the  contrary,  I  am  here  to  tell  your  Lord- 
ships that  we  have  other  means — means 
in  which  our  military  advisers  believe, 
means  which  we  are  confident  will  suffice 
to  give  us  the  accession  of  military 
strength  which  we  require,  and  while  the 
measures  which  we  desire  to  adopt  would, 
in  our  opinion,  give  us  that  which  we 
require,  we  believe  that  the  adoption  of 
the  remedy  proposed  by  the  noble  Earl 
would  altogether  fail  to  do  so.  In  his 
speech  last  week  the  noble  Earl  below  the 
gangway,  Lord  Rosebery,  distinguished, 
and  I  thought  very  correctly,  between  two 
classes  of  military  measures  which  he 
regarded  as  under  discussion.  He  said 
there  were,  in  the  first  place,  permanent 
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measures  involving  organic  changes  in  the 
Army,  and  measures  of  that  class,  he  told 
us,  he  thought  might  fairly  be  reserved 
for  consideration  at  some  other  time. 
The  other  class  consisted  of  measures 
.suited  to  the  necessity  of  the  moment, 
which  he  implored  us,  in,  I  was  going  to 
.say,  almost  despairing  terms,  to  adopt 
without  a  moment's  loss  of  time.  I  want 
to  know  how  the  enforcement  of  the 
Militia  ballot  would  help  us  to  obtain 
measures  of  that  second  class.  What  is 
our  object  ?  We  desire  to  fill  up  in  the 
Army  the  wide  gaps  which  have  been  created 
in  it  by  the  departure  of  so  many  troops 
to  South  Africa.  We  desire  to  bring 
rapidly  into  existence  a  number  of  men 
whom  we  shall  be  able  to  make  use  of  at 
•once,  if  not  for  service  abroad,  at  any 
aate  for  the  defence  of  these  islands. 
Supposing  we  adopt  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Earl,  how  much  nearer  shall  we  be 
to  obtaining  a  large  number  of  men  of 
that  class  ?  Let  us  suppose  that  this 
.motion  is  carried,  that  an  Order  in 
Council  is  issued  suspending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Parliament  under  which 
the  ballot  remains  in  abeyance,  and  that 
the  Bill  which  I  introduced  last  year  is 
;at  once  passed  into  law.  Would  that 
give  you  in  the  near  future  any  number 
of  the  men  whom  you  really  want  ?  I 
assume  the  noble  Earl  will  not  invite  us 
to  set  the  machinery  of  the  ballot  into 
€orce  merely  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
the  30,000  men  by  which  the  strength  of 
cthe  Militia  falls  below  its  establishment. 
I  gather,  on  the  contrary,  from  his  speech 
that  what  he  desires  is  to  see  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  strength  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Militia.  Let  us 
assume  that  by  means  of  the  ballot  we 
desire  to  raise  100,000  new  Militiamen, 
•and  let  us  assume  that  by  showing  great 
energy  and  expedition  we  have  collected 
•those  men  within  the  course  of  the  next 
two  months.  What  sort  of  men  will  these 
be  ?  They  will  be  the  rawest  of  raw 
material.  You  will  have  no  cadres  to 
put  them  in,  and  they  will  have  no  non- 
commissioned officers.  Some  noble  Lords 
referred  incredulously  to  the  110,000 
Regulars  whom  I  described  as  being  still 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  The  noble  Lord 
.said  there  were  a  number  of  recruits  and 
untrained  soldiers  amongst  them.  But  I 
•would  far  sooner  have  those  110,000  men 
than  a  mob  of  100,000  Militia  recruits 
hurriedly  raised  under  the  ballot  at  a 
.moment  like  the  present.     If  we  are,  as  I 
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:  think  the  noble  Earl  below  the  gangway 

|  anticipates,  liable  to  be  invaded  during 

I  the  summer  months,  would  these  men  be 

fit  to  put  into  line  against  an  invading 

l  army  ?      I  sav  again  I  infinitely  prefei 

■  the  215,000  Volunteers,  about  whom  tin 

;  noble  Earl  below  the  gangway  was  also  i 

little  sceptical,  and  I  most  certainly  prefe: 

:  those  reserve  battalions,  composed  entirely 

|  of   old  and   trained   soldiers,    which  w< 

:  propose  to  raise  under  the  Royal  Warrant 

which  appeared  in  the  newspapers  to-day 

There  is  another  drawback  to  the  pro 

posal   of  the   noble  Earl.      The  suddei 

raising  of  a  large  number  of  Militiamen  bj 

!  a  process  of  that  kind    would   completelj 

disorganise    your    Militia    system.      Al 

present  the  Militia,  as  noble  Lords  an 

aware,  is  organised  under  our  territorial 

system,  the  Militia  battalions  being,  as  i 

ride,  the  third  and  fourth  battalions  of  th< 

:  territorial  Line  regiment.     But  if  we  an 

'  to  set  to  work  under  the  ballot,  if  we  an 

to  require  each  county  or  each  division  U 

supply  its  quota  of  Militiamen,  we   shal 

be  proceeding  upon  a  strict  arithmetica 

.  basis.     What   will   be  the  result  1     Yoi 

I  will  find  that  in  the  most  populous  parti 

of  the  country  you  will  get  a  number  ol 

militia  recruits  very  much  larger  than  yoi 

require :  you  might  get  recruits  enougl 

to  form  half  a  dozen  battalions  in  one  ol 

the  northern  counties ;    but  in  the  mon 

,  thinly  populated  districts  ycu  will  fim 

that  you  will  not  get  enough  to  fill  up  tin 

f&ps  in  the  ranks  of  the  existing  battalions 
ou  would  be  in  this  dilemma — that  yoi 
would  either  have  to  swamp  some  countie* 
!  with  recruits  and  starve  others  ;  or  else  yoi 
would  have  to  do  that  which  I  conceivt 
would  not  be  tolerated — you  woidd  hav< 
to   raise   men   under    the   ballot    in  the 
north  of  England  for   service  in  Militii 
battalions  in   the   south.      I   think   tha 
would    be    resented,    and    not    withoul 
'  reason,  by  all  concerned.     Lord    North 
|  brook  told  us,  and  it  is  quite   right  thai 
1  we  should  not  forget  it,  that  the  Militii 
1>allot  would  not  give  us  a  single  man  foi 
service  out  of  this  country.     Nobody  ha 
for  a  moment  suggested   compulsion  ii 
any  fomi  for  service  beyond  the  limits  o 
!  these  islands.     That  is,  of  course,  a  poin 
on  which  we,    at   any   rate,   differ  fron 
other   military   Powers.       The   work  o 
|  our     Army     lies     in      India     and    tht 
I  colonies,   whereas    in    their   case,    being 
separated  from  their  neighbours  only  b) 
a  land  frontier,  it  is  absolutely  necessarj 
that  they  should  be  in  a  position  to  am 
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the  whole  of  their  population  in  order  to 
resist  an    invasion   by  people   who  are 
similarly  armed.     My  Lords,  I  say  that 
the  proposal  is  an  inappropriate  one  for 
the  purpose  of  the  present  emergency. 
But,  then,  is  it  established  that  we  shall 
require  the  ballot  after  this  Var  is  over 
as  a  permanent  measure  ?     I   venture  to 
express  the  conviction,  which  I  hold  very 
strongly,  that  we  shall  emerge  from  this 
war  stronger — far  stronger — as  a  military 
power  than  when  we  entered   into  it — 
stronger  in  numbers,  stronger  in  arma- 
ment, stronger  in  the  knowledge  that  we 
can  count  upon  the  co-operation  of  our 
colonies,  and  stronger,  above  all,  in  experi- 
ence.   Pressure  has  often  been  put  upon 
the  War    Office    to    attempt    what     is 
described  as  an  experimental  mobilisation. 
Well,  we  have  had  an  experimental  mobili- 
sation with  a  vengeance,  and  I  am  con- 
Tinced  that   the   lessons   that   we   have 
learned  from  that  experimental  mobilisa- 
tion will   be  invaluable  to   the    British 
Army.    At  any  rate,  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  that   before  we  talk  of  having 
wort  to  the  ballot  we  should  wait   until 
these  operations  are  over  and  take  stock 
of  our  resources  and  of  the  position  in 
which  we  stand.     We  were  t>ld   by,  I 
think,  both  noble  Lords  that  it  was  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  compulsory  ser- 
vice to  the  extent  they  indicated  was  un- 
popular with  the  people  of  this  country. 
1  do  not  agree  with  that.     It  is  very  easy 
for  us  to  say  we  will  harden  our  hearts 
*nd  face  compulsion  ;  but  it  is  not  upon 
your  Lordships  that  the  thing  will  press. 
I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  every 
Wlot  Bill  that  has  ever  been  put  on  paper 
has  provided  for  the  immunity  of  legis- 
lators, hereditary  or  elected.     It  is  upon 
the  other  classes  of  the  community  that 
the  ballot  will  press,  and  to  those  classes 
I  honestly  l>elieve  it  is  deeply  and  radically 
unpopular.     I  feel  sure  of  this,  that  you 
must  have  a  clearer  case  for  the  necessity 
of  the  change  than  any  that  has  yet  been 
presented    to  the  public.     One   or   two 
references    were    made   to  the  military 
measures  which  I  sketched  to  the  House 
the  other  day,  and  upon  which  we  desire 
to  rely  instead  of  resorting  to  the  step 
proposed  by  the  noble  Earl.     I  am  very 
gW  indeed  to  notice  that  the  proposal 
that  we    should    raise    a     considerable 
timber  of  Reserve  battalions  from  among 
^  ex-soldiers  has  been  on  the  whole  so 
*ell  received.   Your  Lordships  now  know 
that  we  intend  to  offer  a  bounty  of  <£22 


altogether  to  men  joining  these  battalions. 
I  am  able  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  as  these  men 
will,  all  of  them,  have  undergone  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  training  as  .soldiers, 
it  will  be  possible  to  give  them  a  very 
liberal  allowance  of  furlough ;  and  I  have 
every  hope  that  the  combination  of  a 
large  bounty  and  a  moderate  demand  on 
the  men's  time  will  have  the  effect  of 
filling  the  ranks  of  these  battalions,  and  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  mention  to 
the  House  that  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
has  signified  her  pleasure  that  these 
battalions  are  to  be  designated  as  the 
Royal  Reserve   battalions   of  her  Army. 

The  Earl  of  XORTHBROOK :  Will 
the  noble  Marquess  answer  my  question 
whether  these  men  will  be  allowed  to  join 
these  battalions  from  the  Militia  % 

♦The  Makqiess  of  LANSDOWXE  : 
If  the  noble  Karl  will  bo  patient  I  will 
come  to  it.  With  regard  to  the  Militia, 
the  noble  Earl  has  pressed  me  to  announce 
as  soon  as  I  can  the  measures  upon  which 
we  rely  for  making  the  Militia  more 
attractive.  Permanent  measures  ol>- 
viously  require  a  very  great  deal  of  close 
examination,  but  we  wish  at  once  to 
attract  to  the  ranks  of  the  Militia,  just  in 
the  same  way  as  we  desire  to  attract  to 
these  Reserve  battalions,  as  many  men  as 
we  can  from  among  ex-Militiamen.  Wo 
therefore  propose  to  offer  a  bounty  of  £f>  to 
any  ex- Militiaman  of  good  character  and 
possessing  the  proper  physical  qualifica- 
tions who  will  re-enlist  in  a  Militia 
battalion,  and  I  trust  that  step  may 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  about 
an  increase  in  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  force.  Then  the  noble  Earl 
called  my  attention  to  an  important 
and  very  difficult  point.  He  asked  me 
whether  we  would  allow  ex-soldiers  now- 
serving  in  the  Militia  to  take  the  bounty 
to  which  I  referred  just  now,  and  go  into 
the  Reserve  battalions.  That  is  a  point 
which  I  think  will  require  further  exami- 
nation ;  for  this  difficulty  confronts  you 
whichever  way  you  attempt  to  decide  it. 
If  you  allow  these  men  to  leave  your 
Militia  battalions  and  go  into  the  Reserve 
battalions  you  certainly  rob  the  Militia  of 
men  whom  it  would  l>e  undesirable  to  lose. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  these  men  see 
their  comrades  who  have  served  by  their 
side  in  the  Army  and  who  have  not  passed 
into  the  Militia  drawing  this  large  bounty 
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and  find  that  it  is  not  open  to  them  to 
draw  it,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction  among  them. 
And  there  is  this  further  complication. 
Supposing  you  were  to  allow  men  who 
are  ex-soldiers  in  the  Militia  now  serving 
at  home  to  enter  the  Reserve  battalions 
of  the  Line,  you  could  not  possibly  allow 
ex-soldiers  serving  in  a  Militia  battalion 
abroad  to  leave  those  battalions  in  order 
to  join  the  Reserve  battalions.  I  mention 
these  difficulties  because  they  are  really 
illustrative  of  the  extreme  intricacy  of 
these  matters  and  the  care  which  has  to 
be  exercised  in  settling  them,  so  as  not 
to  give  just  cause  of  complaint.  I  will 
mention  one  little  matter  with  regard  to 
the  Yeomanry  in  answer  to  a  question 
put  to  me  the  other  day  by  Lord  Galway. 
We  intend  to  give  an  allowance  in  money 
to  every  man  in  consideration  of  his  bring- 
ing a  horse  for  the  period  of  training.  \\  e 
propose  to  give  X5.  I  hope  that  by  the 
means  I  have  described  we  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  the  numl>er  of  men  we  want, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  l>e  able  to  keep  up  a 
steady  flow  of  reinforcements  to  South 
Africa.  I  do  not  see  why  wo  should  not  be 
able  to  do  so,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
at  the  same  time  to  fill  up  the  gaps 
in  the  Army  at  home  caused  by  the  out- 
going troops.  We  are,  without  any 
special  inducements,  now  taking  about 
5,000  recruits  for  the  Line  per  month,  and 
no  men  are  taking  their  discharge  from  the 
colours.  The  Militia  is  receiving  about 
3,300  recruits  per  month.  Besides  that, 
we  have  those  Reserves  at  home  which  I 
enumerated  to  your  Lordships  the  other 
evening,  and  which  I  will  not  again 
recapitulate.  The  noble  'Earl  may  rest 
assured  that  we  do  not  intend  to  allow  the 
army  in  South  Africa  to  dwindle  for 
want  of  suitable  reinforcements.  The 
stream  has  not  ceased  flowing,  and  we  do 
not  intend  that  it  shall  cease.  Of  this  I 
am  convinced,  that  the  proposal  which  the 
noble  Earl  has  made  to  the  House,  not, 
perhaps,  in  his  motion,  but  certainly  in 
his  speech,  is  one  which  would  not  be  at 
all  helpful  to  us  at  the  present  moment. 
We  are  sanguine  of  being  able  to  obtain 
what  we  desire  by  the  means  which  have 
been  described  to  your  Lordships.  We 
may  be  accused  of  being  too  optimistic. 
I  think  it  is  possible  to  err  in  another 
direction  as  well.  At  any  rate,  I  trust  that 
your  Lordships  will  not  by  your  vote  this 
evening  insist  upon  our  hurriedly  adopting 
the  measure  into  which  the  noble  Earl 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 


]  desires  to  press  us  with,  I  was  going  to  say, 
his  usual  impetuosity. 

I 

Earl  GREY :  My  Lords,  I  regret  for 
;  two  reasons  that  the  noble  Marquess  does 
!  not  see  his  way  to  accept  this  resolution. 
i  My    first    reason    is    one   of    a    private 

character.  I  am  sorry  to  place  myself 
I  for  a  moment  in  opposition  to  the  noble 
I  Marquess,    whose    administration   of  his 

Department  has,  in  my  opinion,  entitled 

him  and  the  able  officials  under  him  to  a 
|  far  larger  measure  of  credit  than  they 
i  have  yet  received  from  the  country.    I 

heard  with  singular  pleasure  the  ungrudg- 
!  ing  eulogium  passed  by  the  noble  Earl 

who    seconded     the     motion,    and     the 

approving  cheers  with  which  it  was 
1  received  by  the  House.     That  eulogium 

was,  in  my  opinion,  well  deserved.  My 
|  second  reason  for  regretting  that  the 
:  noble   Marquess   has   not  accepted    this 

motion  is  based  on   public  grounds.     I 

came  down  to  this  House  fully  determined 
I  to  vote  against  the  resolution  of  the  noWe 

Earl.  I  am  as  stoutly  opposed  to  the 
I  principle  of  the  ballot  as  the  noMe 
1  Marquess.  But  I  find  that  there  is  not  one 
i  reference  to  the  principle  of  the  ballot  in 
i  the  resolution.     If  the  House  passes  the 

resolution    it    will     simply    express  it* 

■  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  Her 
;  Majesty's  Government  should  seek  out 
i  the  best  way  of  enforcing  the  principle 

which  enables  the  State  to  call  on  evcrj 

!  citizen  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in 

:  time  of  emergency.     One    great  Jesson 

that  we  have  learned  from  the  war  in 

which  we  are  engaged  is  that  the  burgher 

principle  which  enables  the  State  to  call 

upon  its  people  to  come  to  the  assistance 

of  the  country  in  time  of  emergency » 

the  most  economical  and  most  effects* 

principle  of  national  defence  with  which 

the  world  is  acquainted.     I  am  in  favour 

of  that  principle  being  applied  to  thfc 

i  country,  and  I  shall  support  the  resolution 

moved  by  the  noble  Earl,  not  because  I 

:  am  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  ballot 

I  but    because    I    believe    it  is  the  &** 

necessary  step  towards  the  adoption  rf 

:  the  principle  which  enables  the  State  W 

■  call  on  every  one  of  its  citizens  in  times  o* 
emergency  to  come  with  his  rifle  to  tk* 

i  support  of  the  country. 

1  ThbDuke  of  NORTHUMBERLANP : 
My  Lords,  the  House  is  placed  in  an  awk* 
ward  position  by  the  change  of  language 
which   the  noble  Earl  has  introduced  *** 
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his  motion.      I  conclude  that  no  one  pro- , 
poses  that  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  put 
in  force  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  should  , 
Ikj  abrogated,  and  I  suppose  we  should  be  I 
all  agreed  that  if  that  power  has  in  any 
respect  become  obsolete  it  should  be  ren- 
dered effective.     The   resolution   of   the , 
noble  Earl   goes   no   further  than  that, 
except  in   one     respect.       It    inserts,    I 
lielieve,  the  words  "at  once/'    [The  Earl  ; 
•rf  Wemyss  nodded  assent.]       I  cannot  ■. 
help  thinking  that  is  sufficient  ground  for  . 
voting  against  it.     It  is  not  a  simple  ques- 
tion   whether     the    Militia    should    be  > 
balloted  for  or   not.     You  must,  if   you 
are  to  discuss  this  question  at  all,  tako  a  ' 
great  many  other  questions  into  consider- 
ation.   The    noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  War  Office  has  laid  on  the  table  of 
your  Lordships'  Hou.se  a  Bill  for  amend- ' 
tag  the  law  with  regard  to  the  ballot.     I ! 
remember  hearing  his  statement  with  re-  i 
gard  to  that  Bill  last  year,  and  I  remem- 
ber thinking  at  the  time  how  much  there 
was  for  discussion  in  it.     The  whole  treat- 
ment of  the  Militia  depends  upon  that.  , 
Let  me  give  one  instance.     Noble  Lords 
hive  said,  and  we  all  agree,  that  we  are  ' 
m*  going  to  send   Militiamen  abroad  if  ' 
ike  ballot  is  introduced.     But,  rightly  or 
»wmgly,  you   are   sending  your    Militia  ; 
•broad  at  the  present  time.     For  many 
yean  past  you  have  increased  the  num-  \ 
te  of  Militia  battalions  sent  abroad,  and 
>»w  you  are  actually  sending  them  to  the 
«at  of  war,  which  is  almost  a  totally  new 
departure.     I  cannot  think  this  is  a  proper 
tine  for  discussing  the  expediency  of  that 
policy,  but  that  policy  must  be  discussed, 
«d  we  must  understand  whether  there 
*wtobe  two  kinds  of  Militia- -a  Militia 
*hich  is  to  be  raised  by  voluntary  enlist- 
ee and  liable  to  be  asked  to  go  abroad, 
ud  a  Militia  to  be  raised  by  ballot  and  not 
to  go  abroad.     We  want  to  know  these 
Atags  before   we    decide   that   a   ballot 
*Wl  be  reorganised.     This    House   has 
behaved   in  a  very  patriotic  manner   in 
tefuaing    to   embarrass     Her    Majesty's 
Government  by  any   discussion  of  their 
policy  during  the  present  war.     I  think 
that  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  House 
*ill     I*      most       warmly      supported 
ty    the    country  ,    but      surely,     my 
Wda,     all      these       little       questions 
*hich  are   raised,   first  by    one     noble 
Lord  and  then  by  another,  day  after  day 
in  this  House,  have  a  tendency  to  harass 
^he  Government  of  this  country.     It  is 
^possible  to  help  criticising  a  Govern- 
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merit  if  you  make  proposals  with  regard 
to  their  administration,  and  although  I 
sympathise  most  entirely  with  the  anxiety 
which  noble  Lords  have  to  discuss  military 
matters  at  this  moment,  I  venture  to 
think  the  less  these  questions  are  brought 
up  now  the  better.  I  hope  this  war,  now 
that  it  has  taken  a  turn,  will  not  be  of 
long  continuance,  and  1  hope  that  when 
it  is  over  we  shall  have  an  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing,  down  to  the  very 
last  item,  the  policy  o  the  Government 
and  the  whole  of  our  military  system. 
But  I  venture  to  implore  noble  Lords  not 
to  support  this  or  similar  resolutions,  not 
because  they  may  or  may  not  be  in  them- 
selves proper  or  right,  but  because  this  is- 
not  the  occasion  to  do  it. 

♦The   Earl    of    DUNRAVEN :     My 
Lords,  I  confess  I   regretted    very  much 
to  hear  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War   say   that  he  was  unable 
to  accept  this  resolution,    and  I  find  it 
difficult  to  understand  on  what  ground 
he  can  do  so  without  completely  stultify- 
ing his  own  action  in  bringing  in  a  Bill 
for  amending  the  ballot  last  year.     What 
is  the  resolution  of  my  noble  friend  ?     It 
is  merely  a  resolution    that    the    ballot 
should  be  at  once  so  amended  that  it  may 
be  available  to  be  put  in  force  in  such  a 
modified    form  as  to    effect  its  purpose 
without  unduly  weighing  on  the  people. 
I  The   Secretary     of  State   for    War    this- 
I  evening  told  your  Lordships  that  in  the 
I  Ballot  Act  there  is  a  power    which  no 
!  government  in  its  senses  would  propose 
;  to  divest   itself   of.       My   noble   friend 
i  knows  that  that  Act  in  its  present  form 
could   not   be   put   into   force,    however 
necessary.     The  old  Act  is  unsuitable  to 
,  modern  requirements,  and  the  machinery 
I  for  putting  it  into  force  —namely,  through 
J  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties  and  Deputy 
1  Lieutenants,  has  become  inapplicable.     I 
'  should  like  to  know  how,  if  Her  Majesty's 
!  Government  found  it  necessary  to  resort 
i  to  the  ballot,  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Ballot   Act   to   bo   put    into    operation. 
The  noble  Marquess  says  that  we  want  to 
substitute  the  proposal  of  the  l)allot  for 
the  plan  of  Her   Majesty's  Government. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  one  of  your  Lord- 
ships has  the  slightest  desire  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.    Some  of  us  may  think 
that     the    proposals  of    Her    Majesty's 
Government   are    adequate;   some    may 
think  they  are  not,  and  certainly  one  of 
those  proposals,  which  met  with  the  greatest 
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■amount  of  approval — the  proposal  to  raise 
a  temporary  force  for  a  year  out  of  old 
soldiers — is,  we  have  been  told  to-night, 
open  to  three  very  serious  difficulties  and 
objections.  All  this  resolution  proposes 
is  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  find 
themselves  disappointed,  if  their  hopes 
are  not  quite  realised  and  they  are  unable 
to  fill  up  the  Militia  to  its  proper  strength, 
they  shall  be  able,  by  amending  the 
Ballot  Act,  to  avail  themselves  of  a  power 
which  they  admit  is  a  most  valuable  one. 
I  do  not  see  how,  by  doing  that,  we  should 
embarrass  the  Government  in  any  way. 
I  should  have  thought  it  would  have 
strengthened  their  hands,  and  I,  for  one, 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

The   Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  desire  to  occupy  more  than 
a  few  minutes  of  your  Lordships'  time.  I 
should  not  have  risen  were  it  not  to  sup- 
port what  I  thought  were  the  very  wise 
words  which  fell  from  the  noble  Duke 
opposite.     During    this    great     national 
•crisis  we  have  to  avoid  embarrassing  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  any  unnecessary 
way,  and  I  do  not  think  that  some  noble 
Lords  who  have  spoken  have  sufficiently 
remembered   that  the   principle    of    the  ; 
Iwdlot — a  principle,  as  it  appears  to  many 
in    the   country,   implying    conscription  \ 
and  compulsion — will  raise  deep  political 
and  other  questions  which  I  for  one  should  : 
be  extremely  sorry  to  see  raised  at  a  time 
like  this.     As  the  noble  Marquess  said,  in 
reference  to  the  admirable  speech  of  my  j 
noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery,    there    are 
two  measures  which  we  have  to  consider  '. 
on  this  occasion.     There  is  only  one  that . 
is  necessary  for  action,  and  that  is  any 
measure  which  will  enable  the  Govern- ! 
merit  promptly  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa.      I    would    venture    to    remind 
jour  Lordships  that  we  have  a  statement 
from    Her     Majesty's    Government — we 
discount,  perhaps,  some  of  the  figures  -  - 
that  they  have  now  400,000  men  at  home 
whom    they    consider   are  disposable  for  ; 
home  defence.     It  seems  to  me  that  we  I 
should  exercise  all  the  power  and  all  the 
influence  that  we  have  to  impress  upon 
Her  Majesty's  Government  the  importance 
of  making  that  force   effective.      If    the 
resolution  of  the  noble  Earl  were  passed 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  it  ?     It  cer- ; 
tiii nly  would  not  give  us  any  more  able 
men,  drilled  and  qualified  to  deal  with  the  i 
The  Earl  of  Dun  race n. 


present  emergency.  I  am  afraid,  my 
Lords,  it  would  have  this  effect — that  a 
considerable  number  of  men  who,  by  trade 
and  by  being  fathers  of  families,  and  so 
forth,  would  object  very  much  to  running 
the  risk  of  the.l>allot  for  the  Militia,  would 
become  Volunteers.  That,  to  my  mind, 
would  be  a  possible  and  a  practical  result 
of  any  measure  of  this  kind ;  but  do  we 
want  to  increase  at  this  moment,  in  order 
to  deal  with  the  present  crisis,  the  number 
of  undrilled  men  ?  Why,  my  Lords, 
supposing  the  motion  of  the  noble  Earl  i* 

j  carried,   and   supposing   that  under  that 

'  process  we  get  another  100,000  men 

i 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  That  is  not 

:  the  motion. 

I  The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH :  May 

I I  be  allowed  to  say  that  no  noble  Loii 
'  exactly  understands  what  the  motion  is ; 
j  and  for  this  reason.  The  noble  Earl  put 
;  the  motion  on  the  Paper  as  it  is  printed, 
I  but,  in  rising  to  move  it,  added  certain 

other  words,  and  it  will  be  admitted  that 
,  the  acoustic  properties  of  this  House  are 
not  at  all  remarkable.     I  have  not  been 
able  to  gather,  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  other  noble  Lord  gathers,  what  really 
;  are  the  precise  words  of  the  motion.     At 
any  rate,  the  motion  has  been  amended  in 
;  order  that  it  may  get  more  votes,  but  it 
will  not  enable  us  to  Increase  the  efficiency 
:  of  our  force  at  home.     If  you   had  this 
large  number  of  men,  where  are  the  arms 
and  where  are  the  officers  ?       Whilst  re- 
cognising the  patriotic  spirit  and  intention 
of  the  motion,  and  realising  to  the  full — 
perhaps  we  feel  it  more  deeply  than  some 
of  the  members  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment— that  the  present  crisis  is  a  real 
crisis,  we  feel  that  we  have  but  one  course 
to  take,  which  is  to  rely  upon  those  who 
are    responsible,    and  we  hope    we  may 
bring  home  to  them  some  sense  of  their 
responsibility,  for  national  defence.     I  am    : 
sure  it   is    much    more    important  and 
practicable  to  impress  upon  the  Govern- 
ment   the    importance    of    making    the 
400,000  men  still  at  home  a  really  effective 
force  than  to  pass  an  abstract  resolution 
which    can    have    no   practicable    effect* 
which  can  give  no  military  assistance  u\ 
the    present   emergency,  and  which' cam 
only     have     the     effect     of     somewhat* 
embarrassing  Her  Majesty's  Government* 

Viscount  GALWAY:   My   Lords,  % 
have  no  wish  to  give  a  silent  vote  onaii 
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occasion  like  the  present.  With  regard 
to  the  Yeomanry,  will  my  noble  friend 
allow  me  to  thank  him  for  his  statement 
in  respect  to  the  allowance  for  horse.  I 
can  assure  the  noble  Marquess  that  he 
will  find  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
Yeomanry  anxious  to  help  him  in  making 
the  scheme  as  great  a  success  as  possible, 
and  to  oiler  him  any  suggestions  which 
they  may  think  will  be  of  benefit  to  him. 
Whilst  disclaiming  any  desire  to  hamper 
the  proposals  of  the  Government,  I  feel 
myself  compelled  to  support  the  resolu- 
tion of  my  noble  friend.  I  look  upon  the 
question  in  this  light — whether  or  not 
there  shall  be  a  perfect  machinery  which 
can  he  set  to  work  should  an  emergency 
call  for  it ;  and  when  I  am  told  that  the 
noble  Marquess  brought  in  a  Bill  last  year 
to  make  that  machinery  perfect,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  unreasonable  that  on  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present  we  should  ask  the 
Government  to  make  it  thoroughly  per- 
fect. It  is  not  much  consolation  to  be 
told  that  l>ecause  the  Militia  has  been 
deficient  in  numbers  for  many  years  it 
should  still  continue  to  be  deficient. 

Lord      SALTOUN  :     My    Lords,     I 

should  like  for  one  moment  to  amplify 

the  figures    which   were   quoted  by  my 

noble  friend  Lord  Northbrook.     It  will 

be  within  the  memory  of  your  Lordships 

that  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 

•State  for  War  stated  that  we  had  110,000 

men  at  home  in  the  Regular  service  for 

present  military  purposes.     He  stated  that 

amongst    that  110,000   men   there   were 

.«even  cavalry  regiments,  twenty  lotteries 

of  artillery,  and   seventeen  battalions  of 

infantry.  "  I  know  that  in  Her  Majesty's 

Guards  each  battalion  of  infantry  is  very 

nearly  double  at  the  present  moment  that 

of  an  ordinary  battalion  on  a  war  footing ; 

that  is  to  say,   they  have  nearly  2,000 

men  in  each    battalion.       But    they  are 

singularly  short  of  officers,  and  have  not 

HUtiicient  non-commissioned  officers  to  do 

anything  like  justice  to  these  2,000  men. 

If  we  take  seven  as  the  number  of  cavalry 

regiments  and  give  them  500  sabres  per 

cavalry  regiment,   the  total  works  out  at 

3.500.     If  we  give  the  twenty  lotteries 

<>f  artillery  130  men  each,  which  is  above 

*ar  strength,  it  works  out  at  2,600.     Let 

us  take  the  seventeen  battalions  of  infantry 

and  put  them  at  2,000  men  each ;  this 

.gives  us  34,000  men  for  the  whole  seven - 

teen  battalions.     The  reserves,  we  were 

informed  by  the  noble  Earl,  were  12,000. 


i  The  total  comes  to  69,000  men,  leaving 
1  the  men  at  the  depot  and  in  the  reserve 
1  not  called   out   40,900.       I   would   like 
to   ask   the  noble  Marquess  where  these 
men  are,  because  1  cannot  believe    that 
they  are  in  the  depots  or  in  the  country. 
We  have  heard  also  from  the  noble  Mar- 
quess that  there  are  70,000  Militiamen  left 
in  the  country  just  now.     I  would  like  to 
ask  where  they  are.      We  all  know  how 
short  the  Militia  battalions  are.      Many 
of  them  are  not  500  strong,  and  some  of 
1  the  battalions  have  not  as  many  as  300. 
1  But  while  the  Secretary  of  State  proposes 
1  with   one  hand  to  augment  the  Militia, 
'  he,  with  the  other  hand,  proposes  to  give 
1  the  men  a  bounty  to  induce  them  to  enter 
other  battalions.     I  think  that  is  robbing 
,  Peter  to  pay  Paul. 

,  *Thk  Marquess  of  LAXSDOWNE  :  I 
1  expressly  said  that  the  matter  was  an 
!  important  one  and  required  to  be  ex- 
;  amined. 

Lord  SALTOUN :  Yes,  but  if  it  is  done 

it  puts  the  whole  thing  in  an  impossible 

1  position.      The   noble   Earl,    in  bringing 

1  forward  this  motion,  does  not  desire  in 

any  way  to  do   anything   to    embarrass 

:  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  rather  to 

give  them  a  power  which  they  can    use 

should  the  necessity  call  for  its  exercise, 

If   there    is   any    failure    in    raising  the 

i  number  of  Volunteers  provided  for  under 

i  the  new  scheme  of  the  Government,  what 

I  is  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  fall 

i  back  upon  l  If  the  Militia  ballot  is  in  force 

I  the  Government  can  fall  back  upon  that, 

i  and  I  cannot  see  what  harm  its  acceptance 

;  can   do   to   the   Government.     The   Bill 

'  which  the  noble  Marquess  brought  in  last 

1  year  is  a  most  excellent  one  in  its  way, 

•  but  it  does  not  provide  the   machinery 

necessary  to  make  the  Act  workable.     If 

,  the   machinery   of   the   Act   were   made 

workable  it  would  be  a  powerful  weapon 

in     the     hands     of     the     Minister     for 

1  War.     I  hope  the  noble  Karl  will  go  to  a 

division,  and  that  he  will  l>e  successful  in 

carrying  his  motion. 

i      Lord   BLYTHSWOOD :  Having  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  l>oth  Volunteers 
and  Militia,  and  having,  since  I   left  the 
1  Army,  commanded  a  \  olunteer  battalion 
and    for    twenty    years    commanded     a 
'  Militia  battalion,  which    is    now  at  this 
1  moment  900  strong  on  the  Orange  Kiver, 
,  I  cannot  conceive   why  there  should  be 
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any  objection  to  the  motion  of  my  noble  ' 
friend.     We  want  a  really  mobile  force  in 
this  country,  and  we  are  told  that  we  should 
have   a   large    number   of   raw    recruits 
brought  in  by   means  of  the   ballot.     I 
fail  to  see  the  difference  between  men  who  \ 
come  in  voluntarily  as  raw  recruits   and 
men  who  are  brought  in  by  lwllot.     Then 
we  are  told  that  if  men  are  obtained  by 
the  ballot  they  will  not  be  able  to  be  sent 
abroad.     I  maintain  that  if  the  Militia  are  ; 
inclined  to  volunteer  for  active   service 
they  will  do  so  whether   they  come   in 
under  the  ballot  or  not.     I  would  remind 
vour  Lordships    that  the  armies  in  the 
'Peninsula  were  fed  by  Militia  raised  by 
the  ballot,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton stated  that  the   battle  of  Waterloo 
had  been  won  by  the  Militia  battalions. 
Those  battalions  were  raised  by  the  ballot, 
and  I  think  I  am  not  acting  wrongly  in  j 
supporting     the     noble     Karl's    motion. 
What  is  more,  if  it  had  been  moved  in  the  j 
terms  in  which  it  was  first  put  down  I  I 
should   certainly    have  supported  it.     If  ', 
thiH  is  not  a  time  of  crisis  I  should  like  to  ! 
know  what  is.     I  cannot  see   why  you 
should    not    ask    the    manhood    of    the  j 
country  to  come   forward  to  defend  it.  | 
It  is  said  that  there  are  about  40,000,000 
inhabitants     in     these     islands.       Take 
5,000,000  as  being  the  number  of  men 
ljetween  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty- 
five  who  would  be  eligible  for  service  ; 
200,000  men  out  of  that  number  would 
be  only  4  per  cent.     Is  it  too  much  to 
ask  4  per  cent,  of  the  manhood  of  the 
country  to  defend  it,  or  for  us  to  give  the  . 
Government  power  to  call  them  out  'I     If 
you  do  not  secure  this  power  now,  how  long  ; 
will  it  take  to  get  it  ?     I  maintain  that  it  I 
is    unwise   to   throw   away  the   present 
opportunity. 

Tiik   Earl   of   KIMBERLEY :     My 
Lords,  I  hope  that  the  House  is  not  alto- , 
gether   in  the   condition    of    my    noble 
friend    Lord   Portsmouth,   who   has    no 
idea  what  the  question  is  we  are  asked  to 
vote   upon.       The  original   motion    was 
that  the  ballot  should  be  put  in  force,  but  ; 
now  it  has  been  modified  so  as  to  provide  ; 
that   the   ancient   constitutional   law    of  ] 
compulsory    military    service    for   home 
defence,    and    for    home    defence    only,  ' 
"should  be  at  once  so  amended''  that  it  I 
may  be  put   in   force.       That    question  I 
might    be  argued   on  different   grounds,  i 
but  I  do  not  propose  to  consider  it.     The  j 
question  is  whether  the  amended  motion  ! 

Jjjrd  Blythtwood. 


is  one  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  pass. 
It  is  asked,  "  What  can  be  the  possible 
harm  of  doing  this  ?  You  are  taking  the 
same  course  in  respect  of  the  ballot  as- 
was  taken  by  the  noble    Marquess    last 
session  when  he  placed  before  your  Lord- 
ships a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question. ' 
But  we  are  in  a  different  position  now  ; 
and    the   real  question   is,  howr  we    can 
raise  a   force   sufficient  for   the   present 
emergency.      The  argument  of  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  is  a  forcible  one,  for  he 
said   that  the  passing  of  the  resolution 
would  not  assist  us  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree  in   getting   trained  troops.       Is  it 
expedient,  therefore,  at  the  present  time 
to  enter  on  this  question  of  the  ballot  £ 
The    mere    question    of    amending    the 
law,  which   I    think    desirable    in  itself 
is  not  alone  involved,    because    a    most 
serious  discussion   would  arise  in  Parlia- 
ment on  the  whole  policy  of  the  ballot 
for  the  Militia ;  and  I  do  not  think  that 
the  moment  is  opportune  for  that    dis- 
cussion.    There  would  be  two  parties  in 
this  matter.     There  would  be  those  who 
are  deeply  impressed  with  the  emergency,, 
and  who  think  that  any  measure  tending 
towards    the    increase   of    our    military 
efficiency  ought  to  be  regarded  with  favour. 
And  there  would  be  another  party  who. 
would  look  upon  it  as  a  direct  incitement 
to  a  more  warlike  policy  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  and  who  would  oppose  it  on 
that  ground.      It   would   not   on   either 
hand  be  regarded  in  its  proper  light — as 
a  question  of  improving  the  position  of 
an  old  constitutional  force  which  nolxxiy 
says  ought  not  to  be  maintained.     On 
previous  occasions  I  have  •  expressed  the 
opinion  that  we  ought  to  endeavour  ttv 
improve  the  efficiency  of  the  Militia ;  and 
I  am  of  the  same  opinion  still.     But  the 
responsible   Government    are    now    pro- 
posing measures  which  they  believe  will 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Militia,  and 
though   I  do  not  see  that  this    motion 
could    be    any    embarrassment    to     the 
Government,  I  do  not  think  we  shall  gain 
anything  by  entering  upon  a  discussion  of 
the  whole  question  at  the  present  time. 
I  wish  it  to,  be  clearly  understood  that  I 
do  not  say  that  with,  any  hostility  to  the 
possibility  at  some  future  time  of  having, 
recourse  to  the  ballot,   but  so    long   an 
interval  has  occurred  since  the  ballot  was- 
put  into  force  that  the  question  cannot 
be  lightly  raised.      It  would  not  benefit 
us  to  raise  it  at  the  present  time,  and 
though.  I  appreciate  very  much  the  view 
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of  Lord  Northbrook,  who  has  had  great 
experience  in  this  matter,  yet,  weighing 
the  whole  question,  I  do  not  feel  able 
to  vote  for  this  motion. 

The    Lord    PRESIDENT    of    the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  concur 
entirely  with  everything  which  has  fallen 
from  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down. 
I  must  also  concur  with  many  others  who 
have  addressed  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
extreme  inconvenience  which  is  caused  by 
the  course  which  the  noble  Earl  in  charge 
of   this  motion  has  thought  fit  to  take. 
The  motion  on  the  Paper  is  one  thing, 
but  that  now  l>efore  the  House  is  quite 
another,  and   it  seems  to  me  extremely 
inconvenient  and  scarcely  fair  to  ask  us  t  j 
discuss  a   motion  which  has  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  original  motion  on  the 
Paper.       I  agree  with  the  noble  Earl  that 
in  its  present  form  the  effect  of  the  motion 
would  be  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely, 
innocuous,  if  not  unmeaning.      It  merely 
means  that  it  would  be  expedient  for  us 
to  introduce   again   the    Bill   which    we 
introduced  last  year.     That  is  a  motion 
which  the  Government  could  hardly  look 
upon  as  of  a  hostile  character.     But  what 
would  be  the  interpretation  placed  upon 
oar  action    by  the   country  if  that  Bill 
were  re-introduced  at  the  present  time  1 
Last  year  no  one  took  any  notice  of  the 
BilL     This  year  no  one  would  take  notice 
of  anything  else  ;  and  it  would  be  simply 
trifling  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
if  we  were  to  submit  such  a  measure  to 
Parliament    without     having  a     serious 
intention  at  an  early  time  of  enforcing  the 
principle  of  the  ballot.     The  noble  Earl 
▼Ho  submitted  the  motion  paraded  again 
the  old  familiar  arguments  which  he  has 
frequently  before  advocated  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  and  for  which,   on  former 
occasions,  he  has  found  but  little  support. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  I  carried  it. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Yes, 
twenty  years  ago,  in  a  very  small  House. 
He  tow  received  larger  support  on  this 
^towion,  for  he  has  been  reinforced  Uy  a 
^mberof  the  less  enthusiastic  persons 
w»o  belong  generally  to  the  noble  army, 
r*rnited  from  the  men  in  the  street  and 
e*wwhere,  who  in  any  emergency  find  great 
jjN&fort  in  the  cry  that  "something  must 
kdone."  The  noble  Earl  has  repeated 
tbe  assertion  that  the  ballot  for  the  Militia 


j  for  home  defence  is  the  foundation  of  our 

■  military    system,     but     he     has     never 
I  explained    in  what  sense  he  makes  that 

assertion,  or  how  compulsory  service  for 
the  Militia  can  be  the  foundation  of  a 
system  which,  in  every  other  respect,  rests 
upon  voluntary  service.  I  differ  entirely 
from  his  assertion.  I  say  that  the 
principle  of  our  military  system  is  volun- 
tary service ;  and  though  it  has  been 
admitted  by  the  Prime  Minister  that  the 

i  power  of  the  ballot  is  one  which  it  would 
l»e  unwise  to  part  with,  and  which  con- 
ceivably might  be  put  under  requisition, 
and  although  it  might  have  been  expe- 
dient, as  proposed  last  year,  to  put  in 
order  the  machinery  of  the  ballot,  yet  I 
contend  that  the  adoption  of  the  principle 
of  compulsion  in  such  circumstances  as 
exist  now,  or  have  done  in  recent  years, 
does  not  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our 
military  system,  but  is  absolutely  alien 
to  it.  I  do  not  deny  the  existence  of  an 
emerge?icy.  We  are  engaged  in  a  war — 
a  great  war  -in  which  the  Xavv  can  .take 
no  part,  and  which  has  rendered  necessary 
the  sending  out  of  the  country  of  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  Regular  troops  and 
their  Reserves.  That,  no  doubt,  consti- 
tutes an  emergency,  which  the  Govern- 
ment fully  recognises.  But  I  do  not 
think  it  is  an  emergency  which  altogether 
calls  for  the  passionate  I  will  not  say 
the  almost  hysterical  -appeals  which  have 
been  addressed  to  this  House  on  two 
occasions  by  the  noble  Earl  below  the 
gangway.  What  is  the  actual  nature  of 
this  emergency,  and  what  are  the 
demands  upon  Parliament  which  it  is 
necessary  to  make  in  order  to  meet  it  ! 
The  noble  Earl  suggested  that  it  was  an 

(  emergency  which  called  for  the  mobilisa- 
tion of  the  Fleet.  In  our  opinion,  it  is 
not  an  emergency  which  calls  for  such  a 
measure. 

The   Eaul    of   ROSEBERV:    What 
has  been  clone,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
!  Fleet  \ 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  We 
believe   that    the    Fleet    in   its    present 

;  condition,  and  the  measures  which  are  in 
course  of  being  taken,  are  amply  sufficient 

;  to  meet  any  calls  which  may  be  made  on 
the  Fleet  either  for  the  defence  of  our 
own  shores  or  for  the  protection  of  our 

■  interests  in  any  part  of  the  world.     We 

■  believe  that,  if  a  state  of  things  were  to 
;  arise  which  might  render  invasion  more 
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probable  or  imperil  any  of  our  interests 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  it  is  in  our 
power  completely  to  mobilise  the  Fleet 
far  more  rapidly  than  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  any  other  nation  to  do  so.  We 
do  not  consider  that  any  such  measure  as 
is  involved  in  the  expression  "  mobilisa- 
tion of  the  Fleet"  is  required  by  the 
present  emergency.  But  we  admit  that 
an  emergency  exists  in  the  fact  that  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  troops  and  their 
Reserves,  which  are  ordinarily  in  the 
country,  are  now  engaged  in  South ' 
Africa,  and  the  Government  are  taking 
measures  to  meet  it.  We  propose  to 
make  a  certain  permanent  increase  in  the 
strength  of  the  Army  ;  and  also  a  tem- 
porary increase,  -and  an  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  those  who  have  served  in 
the  Army  to  come  forward  for  a  limited  ! 
time  and  join  the  Reserve  battalions.  I 
But  in  the  main  we  place  our  reliance  on 
those  Auxiliary  forces  which  exist  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  of  giving  to  us 
that  feeling  of  security,  or  as  much  as 
possible  of  that  feeling  of  security,  which 
we  enjoy  in  ordinary  times  when  our 
Regular  troops  are  at  home  within  our 
shores.  l,t  is  said  that  the  Militia  is 
below  strength,  and  therefore  that  extreme  ' 
measures  must  be  resorted  to  to  raise  it.  It 
comes  ^to  this — the  fact  that  we  have  a 
deficiency  of  30,000  men  in  the  Militia  is  [ 
to  be  the  cause  of  compelling  us  to  change 
the  basis  of  our  military  system  from  a 
voluntary  to  a  compulsory  one.  Have 
you  considered  what  are  the  magnificent 
and  generous  inducements  now  held  out 
to  the  Militiaman,  and  which  have,  up  to 
the  present  time,  failed  to  keep  the 
Militia  up  to  its  full  strength  1  You 
have  asked  hi  in  to  give  up  his  employ- 
ment, or  chances  of  obtaining  employ- 
ment, for  the  splendid  sum  of  Is.  per  day 
and  an  annual  bounty  of  £\,  and  you  are  , 
astonished  that  these  magnificent  terms 
do  not  keep  your  Militia  full  at  a  period  ! 
when  lalxmr  in  the  labour  market  is  at ; 
its  very  dearest.  I  would  suggest  that, 
before  resorting  to  what  may  be  called 
panic  measures,  you  should  resort  to 
the  more  simple  expedient  of  offering 
to  your  Militiamen  greater  pecuniary  . 
inducements,  something  more  equiva- 
lent to  the  service  you  demand  of  them,  ■ 
and  not  altogether  disproportionate  to 
what  it  is  worth  in  the  labour  market.  If 
there  are  objections — and  I  know  there  | 
are — to  increasing  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
citement   and     agitation,     and    perhaps 
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apprehension,  the  pay  of  Militiamen,  if 
there  are  difficulties  on  account  of  the 
numerous    questions    which    have    l>een 
raised  in  connection  with  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  pay  of  the  Army,  then  it  is 
very  easy,  by  some  addition  to  the  bounty 
which  you  give  to  the  Militiaman  on  his. 
engagement,   during   the   period    of    his 
service,   and   at    the    completion   of   his 
service    to    raise    the    remuneration    to 
something  not  altogether  disproportionate 
to  the  service  which  you  demand  of  him. 
The  system  of  bounty  might  be  tried.      I 
doubt  very  much  if  it  would  be  necessary 
to  oftcr  any  extravagant  bounty.      Even 
under  the  present  system  you  have  plenty 
of  recruits.      What  you  fail  to  do  is  to. 
keep  them  when  their  six  years  service 
is  at  an  end.     The  Militiaman  leaves  the 
service  at  a  time  when  he  is   becoming 
most  highly  trained,  because  it  is  not  made 
worth  his  while  to  continue.     Some  very 
moderate  inducement  to  a  Militiaman  of 
six  years  service,  who  is  worth  much  more 
to  you  than  when  he  was  a  recruit,  would 
probably  induce  a  very  large  number  of 
these  men  to  continue  their  service  and  re- 
engage for  the  period  for  which  you  require 
them.      This  system  of  bounty,  so  far  a* 
I  can  see,  is  nothing  we  need  be  ashamed 
of.      I  may  remind  your  Lordships  that 
the  American  people  in  the  Civil  War, 
mainly  through  a  system  of  bounties,  raised 
an  army  which  was  counted  by  hundreds 
of  thousands,  as  we  were  reminded  by  the 
noble  Earl,  Lord  Rosebery,  the  other  mght. 
I  believe  it  is  true  that  in  the  United- 
States,  as  well  as  in  our  own   country,, 
compulsory  service  for  the  Militia  is  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  I  believe  that  during 
the  great  Civil  War  compulsory  service- 
in    some     instances    in    certain     States- 
was  resorted  to  ;  but  I  believe  also  it  i& 
true  that  the  great  bulk  of  that  enormous 
Army  which  was  in  existence  at  the  close^ 
of  the  Civil  War  was  raised  by  voluntary 
enlistment,   stimulated,   no  doubt,  by  a* 
most  liberal  system  of  bounties.     I  say 
that    until   we   have    tried    this  experi- 
ment, until  we  have  seen  whether  some- 
thing may  not  be  effected  by  the  heroic? 
measure  of  offering  to  a  Militiaman  some 
pecuniary   inducement  which  is  in  some 
degree  commensurate   with  the  value  of 
his  service,  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
why   we   should   think    it  necessary  to- 
resort  to  that  which  is  no  doubt  a  part  of 
our  military  system  in  certain  times  of 
emergency,  but  which,  I  believe,  is  alien 
in    spirit    to  the  feelings,  desires,   and 


5*5 


Militia  Ballot. 


{20  February  1900} 


Militia  Ballot. 


54S 


opinions  of  the  great 
fellow-countrymen. 


The  Earl  of  ROSEBEKV :  My  Lords, 
I  will  not  interpose  long  between  your 
lordships  and  the  division,  and   I  trust  I 


majority  of  our  My  noble  friend  pointed  out  clearly  what 
are  the  alternatives,  which  he  thinks  are 
very  desirable,  to  the  proposal  of  the 
noble  Earl.  He  has  said,  *'  Pay  as  you 
do  in  the  labour  market.  Give  a  bounty 
at  the  beginning  or  at  the  end  " — in  the 
exhilarating  profusion   of   his  epithets  1 


shall  not  use  any  language  which  may  be  '  forget  what  his  exact  plan  was.     But  I 


tieacribed  as  hysterical  on  this  occasion, 
ami  may  subject  me  to  a  renewal  of  such 
criticisms  as  have  been  expressed  in 
another  place.  I  think  the  noble  Duke's 
colleague  in  the  House  of  Commons  said 
they  were  "trembling  accents."  The 
alteration  of  the  motion  by  the  noble 
Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches,  whose  vigorous 
and  eloquent  speech,  coming  from  one  of 
his  advanced  years,  charmed  us  all  this 
evening,  has  given  rise  to  considerable 
inconvenience.     The  noble    Earl    behind 


ask  myself,  How  is  it  that  the  President 
of  the  Council  of  National  Defence,  aided 
by  the  eminent  civilians  who  were  good 
enough  to  confer  with  him  in  that  arduous 
duty,  has  not  produced  this  plan  before. 
Why,  instead  of  that,  they  produced  in 
the  last  session  a  Bill  for  enacting  the 
very  ballot  for  the  Militia  which  now  the 
noble  Duke  indignantly  repudiates.  That 
is  a  point  on  which  I  want  explanation  ; 
the  noble  Duke's  speech  having  been 
framed  for  a  totally  different  issue,  he  has 
omitted  to  give  an  explanation.  The 
proposition  is  a  simple  one.  Last  session 
me  who  complained,  I  think,  had  not  I  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
taken  the  trouble  to  make  himself  master  i  for  War  came  down  and  asked  for  the 
of  the  alteration.  But  the  inconvenience  J  approval  of  this  House  for  a  Bill  providing 
cawed   was     not     accurately    described  '  a  ballot  for  the  Militia.     He  then  insisted 

(as  far  as  any  one  can  insist  on  anything 
in  Parliament)  on  being  invested  with 
that  power.  Now  it  is  not  proposed  to 
invest  him  with  that  power,  but  what  in 
proposed  is,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  Act  at  present  existing  should 
be  made  so  available  that,  in  certain  con- 
tingencies— not  if  any  noble  Lord  or 
official  noble  Lord  desires  it,  but  if  the 
Executive  desires  it — they  shall  have  the 
power  of  putting  the  ballot  into  force. 
What  change  has  occurred  since  July  last 
year,  when  the  noble  Marquess  wanted 
profound  nothing  more  than  to  be  possessed  of  that 
power  which  he  now  spurns  as  though  it 
were  something  eating  into  his  vitals  I 
For  four  months  we  have  been  in  a  state 
of  alarming  war,  with  an  enemy  on  our 
territory,  and  with  liabilities  all  over  the 
remember  well,  I  globe,  which  I  referred  to  the  other  night* 
in  the  pleasant  j  and  to  which   I    will  not   again   allude. 


either  by  the   noble  Duke  or  the  noble 
Marquess    who    spoke    from    the    front  , 
Tnamry   Bench.     The   inconvenience  is  ■ 
amply  this — that  they  had  lx>th  prepared 
their  speeches  for  the  motion  in  its  first  I 
form,  and  not  in  the  form  to  which  it  has 
been  altered.     I  have  had  some  experience  i 
of  a  feeling  of  that  kind,  and  I  pity  them 
from  the    l>ottom    of   my   heart.      But ! 
I  eannot  alter  things  as  they  are.     I  cannot  ; 
wk  my  noble  friend   to   bring  back  his  \ 
motion  to  its  original  form,  and  therefore  , 
I  can  only  offer  the  two  Ministers  who  have  i 
spoken  an    expression    of  my 
sympathy.     There  is  one  other  point  to 
*hich  I  should  like  to  allude.     We  have 
kad  the  pleasure  of  hearing  to-night,  for  j 
the  first  time   in  these  discussions,  the  j 
President  of   the  Ministerial  Council  of 
National    Defence.       I 
localise  I  was  just  then 


powtion  of  leaving  office,  the  loud  flourish 
°[  trumpets  with  which  that  Council  of 
National  Defence  was  announced.  It  was 
something  which  had  never  happened 
Wore  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  was 
meant  to  reassure  the  whole  British  Empire 
^to  our  position  either  for  defence  or 
'HSpeasion.  The  position  of  my  noble  friend 
president  of  the  Privy  Council  was 
insufficient  to  slake  his  energies,  and 
«e  was  put  at  the  head  of  what  I  have 
jentured  to  call  this  bulwark  of  our 
Empire,  with  results    which  .we    know. 


That  is  the  change  which  has  occurred 
since  the  Ballot  Bill  was  introduced  by 
the  noble  Marquess.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts  I  have  no  conception  of  the  logic  of 
the  Government.  1  have  attempted  an 
assiduously  as  I  could  to  follow  their 
speeches.  I  know  the  difficulties  under 
which  those  speeches  were  prepared  and 
delivered.  But  I  would  rather  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  that  they 
might  prepare  speeches  more  suitable  for 
the  occasion  than  give  them  my  support 
against  the  motion. 
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The  PRIME  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  FOR- 
EIGN AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  :  My  Lords,  what  we  have 
to  consider  when  this  motion  is  put  from 
the  woolsack  is  what  the  result  of  it  will 
be  if  carried.  It  will  be  to  declare  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  we  ought  to 
introduce  a  Bill  for  effecting  a  purpose 
which  no  one  has  proved  to  be  possible,  in 
terms  which  no  one  has  suggested.  How 
much  nearer  will  you  be  to  obtaining  the 
remedy  which  you  desire  1  I  am  told  my 
noble  friend  introduced  a  Bill  last  year. 
Well,  as  the  Bill  did  not  go  through 
Parliament,  I  presume  there  were  obstacles 
in  the  way.  We  have  already  heard  to- 
night that  that  Bill  would  not  put  the 
ballot  machinery  into  motion  ;  there  are 
a  great  many  other  things  which  must  be 
taken  into  account  before  the  ballot 
machinery  can  be  worked.  I  have  only 
to  appeal  to  the  noble  Earl  who  sits 
opposite  whether,  with  his  Parliamentary 
experience,  he  imagines  that  any  measure 
of  that  kind,  if  anybody  could  be  found  to 
draw  it  and  to  introduce  it,  would  have 
the  slightest  chance  of  passing  without 
the  most  angry  and  acrimonious  debate. 
Is  that  desirable  just  now  ?  It  would 
raise,  of  course,  a  great  many  other  ques- 
tions besides  merely  the  question  of  the 
Militia  ballot.  It  would  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  having  a  new  military  force  of  a 
kind  to  which  we  are  so  little  accustomed 
in  this  country.  We  should  have  to  ask 
whether  the  dangers  were  really  so  great. 
And  as  we  have  to  do  everything  in 
public,  we  should  have  to  discuss  in  public 
the  dangers  to  which,  in  the  view  of  the 
noble  Earl,  we  are  exposed.  Would  that 
be  an  advantage  to  the  easy  conduct  of 
affairs  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  which 
now  stand  before  us  '?  And  then,  suppos- 
ing that  you  got  such  a  Bill  drawn  and 
introduced,  and  supposing  you  were 
not  able  to  pass  it,  what  would 
the  effect  be  in  other  countries  ? 
If  you  make  this  great,  supreme 
effort  to  provide  yourselves  with  a  kind 
of  defence  to  which  you  are  not  accus- 
tomed you  should  be  certain  that  you 
will  succeed.  If  you  do  not  you  will 
give  an  impression  of  your  defencelessness 
which  will  add  to  the  many  dangers 
which  the  noble  Earl  enumerated  the 
other  night.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is 
a  prospect  which  should  allure  us  when 
we  have  plenty  of  difficulties  around  us, 
and  when   we  have  not  the  most  svm- 


|  pathetic  judgment  from  many  who 

!  us  from  outside  these  islands, 
introduce  this  question    of  the 
cannot  remain  at  the  ballot ;  it 
conscription.     You  will  not  stop  i 
that  result,   if  you  once  enter  uj 
course,    when  you  remember  tin 
nation  in  the  Old  World  except  yc 
has  adopted  conscription.     But  w 
have  adopted  it  you    have    still 
difficulties  to  surmount.      No  on 

:  to  have  asked    himself,    or,  at 

.  have  examined  with  any  kind  o 
what   kind    of   reception   it     wi 
with  from  the    people  of  this 
This  is  not  a  Bill  for  a  simple  alte 
your  administrative    machinery, 

i  spending  of  a  certain  amount  of 
or  even  for  asserting  some  great 

|  principle.  This  is  a  Bill  which  w 
excitement  at  least,  possibly  co 
tion,  into  every  house  and  even 
where  there  is  a  family  in  this  < 
Is  that  wise  '<  I  do  not  say  then 
want  of  patriotism  ;  the  last  few 
have  negatived  any  such  suspicioi 
still,  if  every  family  is  told  th 
contingency  which  is  still  u 
depends  whether  one  of  their  in- 
to be  hurried  to  the  wars,  you 
expect  them  to  hear  that  informat 
entire  resignation,  and  you  canno 
that  the  purport  of  it    will  not 

!  aggerated  ;  that  they  will  not  co? 
many  dangers  that  do  not  exist  in 
that  you  will  not  produce  an  am 
least,  of  discontent  or,  at  all  e\ 
excitement  very  much  »in  exces 
area  of  the  legislative  action  t 
cover.  And  beyond  that,  I  he 
noble  Lord  say  that  if  you  pi 
people  too  [much  to  go  into  tht 
they  will  go  into  the  Volunteers, 
pect  they  will  take  a  more 
remedy  than  that.  I  think  the^ 
over    the    water    into    other     c 

:  where    their    own    religion^    the 

1  language,  and,  in  many  cases,  th 

I  institutions  still  prevail,  and  whe 
is  no  ballot  to-  frighten  them  a 
military   duties  that   would  be 

I  upon  them.  There  was  a  curioi 
ment  in  the  newspapers  the  other 

,  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  it  he 
was  a  statement  that  there  was  a 
rush  of  young  men,  emigrants, 
at  New  York.      They  were  asked 
many  people   of  the  same  age 

i  once,  and  they  said,  "  We  underst 
ballot  for  the  Militia  is  going  to  1 
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duced,  and  we  wish  to  get  out  of  the  way 
in  time."      I  think  there  will  be  a  good 
deal  of  that  feeling.      You  are  wandering 
on  unknown   ground,   and  it   will  be  a 
terrible  disenchantment  if  you  find  that 
this  great  remedy  in  which  you  believe, 
this  engine,   is  broken  in  your  hand,  and 
that  without   any   resource   beyond  you 
are  unable   to   call  together  a  sufficient 
force  for  the  defence  of  the  country.      I 
confess  I   prefer  a  more   cautious    way. 
I  prefer  the  plan  of  seeing  what  effect  the 
inducements  that  we  have  hitherto  used  will 
ha  vein  the  future.  At  all  events,  we  do  not 
want  to  nm  the  risk  of  awakening  emotions 
to  which   we  are  accustomed  at  a  time 
when  it  is  al>ove  all  things  necessary  that 
the  nation  should  work  in  hai-monv.  No- 
body  pretends    that   if   you    pass    this 
motion,  or  if  you  pass  the  Bill  which  it 
represents,  it  would  give  you  any  material 
awiutaiice  in    whatever   difficulties   may 
surround  you   now ;  but,   on   the   other 
hand,  it  may  raise  difficulties  which  may 
«xcite  and  produce  feelings  and  passions 
which  may  be  a  source  of  danger  at  this 
moment.     There  is  one  reflection  which 
I  will  submit   to  you.     It  is  quite  true 
that  all  the   other  nations  of   the   Old 
^orld  have   adopted,    in   some  form  or 
tther,  compulsory  service  :  but  it  is  also 
tone  that  all    the   other   nations  of   the 
*orld  have  suffered  the  horrors   of  inva- 
sion.   I  doubt  very  much  whether  you 
*ilj  obtain  hearty  support  for  a  measure 
*hich     wili     press     hard     upon       the 
H«rty   of    the     English    people    unless 
*>nie  events     occur — God    grant    they  ; 
^v  never   occur — which    will   frighten 


the  people  as  to  the  danger  of  invasion. 
We  might  wish  it  was  otherwise.  We 
might  wish  that  the  population  were  so 
meditative  and  so  far-sighted  that  they 
would  take  precautions  before  the  danger 
arose,  and  would  undergo  great  sacrifices 
and  consent  to  severe  restrictions  in  order 
that  those  dangers  might  never  come  upon 
them.  We  might  wish  that  that  would 
be  the  case,  but  you  know  that  that  is  not 
the  nature  of  a  population  who  pay  little 
attention  to  political  matters,  and  are  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  and  interests  of  daily 
life,  and  would  not  weigh  the  necessity  of 
putting  their  necks  into  this  heavy  yoke 
until  some  real  danger  is  upon  them. 
While  quite  understanding  the  course 
that  foreign  countries  have  taken,  and 
quite  admitting  that  there  is  a  certain 
moral  value  in  conscription,  which  we  can- 
not deny,  and  that  several  foreign  nations 
have  been,  as  it  were,  compressed  into  a 
unity  that  did  not  exist  before  by  the 
existence  of  this  measure,  I  do  not  think 
for  the  present,  so  far  as  our  eyes  can 
reach,  that  that  kind  of  legislation  or  that 
species  of  defence  is  open  to  us.  But 
whatever  we  do,  do  not  let  us  attempt  it 
until  we  have  very  fair  certainty  of 
success,  because  it  will  produce  an 
amount  of  division,  an  amount  of  panic, 
and  it  is  possible  an  amount  of  sinister 
pleasure  and  anticipation  on  the  part  of 
our  enemies  abroad  which  will  make  us 
regret  that  we  were  not  content  to  go  on 
developing  that  system  which  has  kept  us 
so  secure  and  has  served  us  so  well. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  • 
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Robertson,  L. 

Colville  of  Culross,  L. 

Rowton,  L. 

Lonadale,  E. 

Cranwortli,  L. 

tit.  Levan,  L. 

Morley,  E. 

Crofton,  L. 

Sinclair,  L. 

Portsmouth,  E. 

Farquhar,  L. 

Somerton,  L.  (E,  Xwmanton. > 

Selborne,  E. 

Farrer,  L. 

Stewart  of  Garlies,  L.      {E. 

Shaftesbury,  E. 
Verulam,  E. 

Fermanagh,  L. 

(E.  Erne.) 

Galloway.) 

Harris,  L. 

Tollemache,  L. 

Waldegrave,  E.     [Teller.] 

Hatherton,  L. 

Tweedmouth,  L. 

Heneage,  L. 

Wantage,  L. 

Oobham,  V. 

Iveagh,  L. 

Windsor,  L. 

Kiiutsford,  V. 

James,  L. 

Wynford,  L. 

Kinnaird,  L. 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 

Chester,  L.  Bp. 

Kin  tore,  L.     (E. 

Kintare. ) 

House  adjourned  a  quarter  before  Eight  of  the  clock,  to  Thursday- 
next,  half-past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  20th  February,  1900. 


PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPLIED   WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  first  reading  thereof,  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  l)een  complied  with,  namely — 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill. 
Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast 

Railway  Bill. 
Maidenhead  Gas  Bill. 
Yale  of  liheidol  Light  Railway  Bill. 

Ordered  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

HASTINGS   CORPORATION    BILL. 

HASTINGS    HARBOUR    BILL. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WOLVERHAMPTON,  ESSINGTON,  AND 
CANNOCK  CHASE  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HAMILTON,    MOTHERWELL,   AND 
WISHAW  TRAMWAYS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Asquith  and  Mr. 
M 'Arthur. 


WELLINGBOROUGH   AND  DISTRICT 
TRAMROADS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans. 

WEST  HAM  CORPORATION    BILL. 

Petition  for  additional  Provision; 
referred  to  the  Examinei-s  of  Petition* 
for  Private  Bills. 

METROPOLITAN    POLICE    PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

MILITARY   LANDS   PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


STANDING    ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported   from   the   Com' 
mittee — 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Airdrie 
and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Petition,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with.  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1,  & 
and  3  are  struck  out  of  the  Bill* 
That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report 
how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Devonport 
Corporation  Petition,  the  Standing  Order* 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their 
Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to  construct 
Tramways  Nos.  4  and  4a  are  struck  out 
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of  the  Bill.  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
lieeii  complied  with." 

3.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  South 
Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Petition, 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with.  That  the  parties  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided 
that  the  powers  to  construct  Tramways 
Xos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  are  struck 
oat  of  the  Bill.  That  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
l«en  complied  with." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Shannon 
Water  and  Electric  Power  Petition,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with.  That  the  parties  be  permitted  ta 
proceed  with  their  Bill,  on  condition  that 
aprovwo  be  added  to  Clause  37  that  no 
generating  stations  shall  be  erected  upon 
the  land  comprised  in  that  Clause  or  upon 
any  other  lands  than  those  specified  in  the 
Bill  for  that  purpose,  That  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such 
Order  ha*  been  complied  with." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 


Denaby  Main;  Old  Thomcliffe ;  Wharn- 
cliffe  Silkstone;  Lidgett;  Batley;  North 
Gawber ;  and  Emley  Collieries ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  OLD  AGE   PENSIONS. 
Petition  from  Camberwell,   in  favour ;. 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


I  . 


PETITIONS. 


HuntlXUOF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Caml>erwell,  in  favour; 
*>  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NQl'OR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  RILL. 
Petition  from  Carlisle,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
nP°n  the  Table. 

UQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(WALES)   RILL. 

Petition  from  Carlisle,   in  favour ;   to 
^  «pon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION. 

Petition  from  Bolton  (Lancashire),  in 
*vour;  to  le  upon  the  Table. 

MIXES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  RILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hornthorpes  ; 
Jtotherhani  ;  Roundwood  ;  Aldwarke ; 
^Stubbin;  Tyldesley;  Lea  Green; 
{«mroae  Main ;  Stanhope  Silkstone ; 
«<*ighton  Main;  Darfield  xMain;  New- 
ell and  Middleton ;  Monckton  Main ; 
J^naley  Main;  Whitehaven;  Swinton; 


PAYMENT  OF  JURORS. 
Petition  from  London  and  other  places,, 
in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY   RILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Chelmsford  ; 
Tavistock  ;  Nottingham  ;  Bulwell ;  and 
Carlisle ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING   LIQUORS 
TO  CHILDREN   RILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Liverpool  audi 
Carlisle ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
RILL. 
Petition  from  Carlisle,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TOWN    COUNCILS    (SCOTLAND)    RILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Lossiemouth  ; 
North  Berwick ;  and   Loanhead  ;    to   lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

EDUCATION   (SCHOOL   HOARDS,    ETC.). 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Copy  presented, — of  list  of  School 
s  and  School  Attendance  Com- 
I  mittees  in  England  and  Wales,  1st 
!  January,  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
I  upon  the  Table. 

i  CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE. 
!  DEPARTMENTS,  190O 19UI  (VOTE  ON 
j      ACCOUNT). 

I  Estimate  presented,  —  showing  the 
.  several  Services  for  which  a  Vote  on 
I  Account  is  required  for  the  year  ending 
i  31st  March,  1901  [by  Command] ; 
|  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  66.] 

COLONIAL    REPORTS   (ANNUAL). 

Copy  presented, — of  Keport  No.  288- 
(Basutoland,  Annual  Report  for  1898- 
9)  [°y  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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BRITISH  MUSEUM. 
Copy  ordered, — "of  Account  of  the 
Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  British 
Museum  (Special  Trust  Funds)  for  the 
year  ending  31st  day  of  March,  1900; 
•and  Return  of  the  number  of  persons 
admitted  to  visit  the  Museum  and  the 
British  Museum  (Natural  History)  in  each 
year  from  1894  to  1899,  both  years  in- 
•clusive ;  together  with  a  Statement  of  the 
Progress  made  in  the  Arrangement  and 
Description  of  the  Collections ;  and  an 
Account  of  Objects  added  to  them  in  the 
year  1899."— (M r.J.  Morley.) 
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QUESTIONS. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR.— APPLICATION 
OK  THE  PATRIOTIC  FUND.  —  THE 
COMMITTEE  OF  INQUIRY. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Rotherham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
•of  the  Treasury  whether  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
•the  Government  to  inquire  into  the  ad- 
juinistration  of  the  Patriotic  "Fund  are 
themselves  Patriotic  Commissioners. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man answers  that  question,  may  I  ask  if 
there  is  any  precedent,  in  the  constitution 
•of  a  Committee  of  this  kind,  for  omitting 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  to  whose 
initiative  and  investigation  the  action  is 
<lue  ?  I  refer  to  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Devonport. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  asks  me 
that  question  is  confusing  a  Parliamentary 
Committee  with  the  sort  of  Committee 
which  I  have  attempted  to  frame.  I  have 
carefully  excluded  those  who  took  a  pro- 
minent public  part  in  the  debates  on  this 
•question.  There  are  friends  of  mine  on 
this  side  of  the  House  who  took  an  active 
part  in  the  delates,  and  would  have  been 
glad  to  serve,  but  I  thought  it  would  be 
far  better  that  this  Committee  should,  as 
far  as  possible,  be  outside  the  controversy, 
and  for  that  reason  I  have  been  glad  to 
obtain  the  services  of  so  distinguished  a 
Chairman  as  Lord  Justice  Henn  Collins. 
With  regard  to  the  question  on  the  Paper, 
the  suggestion  is  that  two  members  have 
been  placed  on  the  Committee  who  have 


an  interest  in  keeping  unchanged  the 
constitution  of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund. 

;  The  Lord  Mayor  is  only  an  ex  officio 
member  serving  for  his  year  of  office,  and 
I  believe  the  only  occasion  on  which  he 

1  appeared  at  a  meeting  of  the  fund  was  in 
order  to  explain  how,  under  the  existing 
management,  the  fund  was  so  unpopular 
that  contributions  to  his  fund  would  not 
willingly  be  paid  over  to  the  management 
of  the  Patriotic  Fund.  As  regards  Mr. 
W.  Lidderdale,  he  is  a  reformer  in  thi* 
matter,  and  is  by  no  means  wedded  to 
the  existing  system  under  which  the  fund 
is  administered. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
Arising  out  of  this  answer,  may  I  as) 
whether  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  o: 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  i 
some  dissatification  at  the  constitution  a 
the  Committee,  as  announced  by  him,  fell 
by  some  of  the  persons  interested  in  th< 
matter.  It  is  in  the  knowledge  of  th< 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  large  portid 
of  the  funds  referred  to  are  invested  fa 
the  benefit  and  education  of  Catholic 
children  \  I  do  not  know  whether  h« 
would  permit  representations  to  be  made 
to  him  as  to  enlarging  the  Committee  by 
the  addition  of  other  names. 

Sir  R.  T.  RE1D  (Dumfries  Burghs) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  if 
he  has  made  any  arrangements  for  filling 
the  place  of  Lord  Justice  Heim  Collin* 
,  during  the  time  he  is  occupied  on  this 
|  Committee,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Court  of  Appeal  is  quite  unable  to 
overtake  its  work  ? 

Mr.     LLOYD-GEORGE     (Carnarvon 

Boroughs) :  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman   whether,  having  regard 

'  to   the  fact  that  three  members  of  the 

body  whose  actions  are  impugned  are  on 

\  the  Committee,  it  would  not  be  desirable 

•  that  one    gentleman   at   least    of   those 

associated  with  the  criticism  of  the  fund 

should  also  be  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  already 
explained  that  the  Members  who  have 
defended    the   fund   have  also   been  •*' 

;  eluded.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dup1" 

i  fries,  I  presume  that  as  Lord  JustA*5 
Henn  Collins  has  been  good  enough  t° 


accept  this  office  he  sees  no  difficulty  fa 
combining  it  with  his  judicial  function*' 
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».  Gentleman  will  put  a  question 
iper  I  will  consult  with  the  Lord  , 
>r,  with  whose  department  the 
rests.  With  regard  to  the 
of  the  hon.  -Member  for 
d  as  to  the  powers  of  this 
as  I  believe  it  to  be  a  thoroughly 
tribunal  I  am  sure  that  any  re- 
ions  madefy  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Lid  to  any  evidence  he  may  have 
ither  on  the  subject  about  which 
i  question  or  any  other  subject 
I  with  the  Patriotic  Fund,  will 
ed  to  by  the  Committee. 

OHN  REDMOND :  The  right 
ltleman   has   misunderstood  my 

I  did  not  ask  whether  evidence 
;  received,  which  I  take  for 
but  whether  the  constitution  of 

would  be  so  altered  as  to  meet 
5  entertained  by  certain  classes. 

.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 

alteration   of  the  body  would 

criticisms.      If  I    altered   the 

meet    the    wishes  of  the  hon. 

n  I  would  also  have  to  alter  it  to 

wishes  of  other  hon.  Gentlemen 

$  asked  me  questions.     There  is 

livable   way   of  framing  a  Com- 

rhich    will    command     absolute 

every  side  of  public  opinion.    I 

eavoured  to  frame  an  impartial 

There   are   only  two  ways  of 

!ng  such   a   Committee   as  this. 

have  represented  on  it  all  the 

supporters  of    various  questions 

l>efore  the  Committee,  and  the 

o  establish  an  impartial  tribunal. 

lies  are  effective  in  their  way  ; 

e  chosen  the  latter  as  the  better 

al  with  this  particular  matter. 

JAYLEY    (Derbyshire,   Chester- 
ay  I  ask  whether  this  Committee 
power  to  call  for  persons  and 


SPEAKER:    Order,    order!      I 

»t ice  should  be  given  of  that  and 

questions     relating     to    this 


O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) :  Perhaps 
allow  me  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
m 


PEAKER:  Order,  order!     The 
nber  must  give  notice. 


THE  JAMESON  RAID. 
Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  any  German  official  conveyed  a 
warning  to  any  official  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  Germany  had  reason  to- 
believe  some  act  of  aggression  was  con- 
templated on  the  part  of  British  subjects 
against  the  Transvaal,  shortly  prior  to  the 
Jameson  raid. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  only- 
reference  to  this  subject  with  which  I  am* 
acquainted  will  be  found  on  page  550  of 
the  appendix  of  the  Report  of  the  South. 
African  Committee. 


ABSTENTION  FROM  MILITARY  OPERA- 
TIONS   IN  "NATIVE    DISTRICTS." 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  term  "  native 
districts  "  will  include  all  districts  where 
the  natives  form  a  majority  of  the  popu- 
lation, in  districts  of  South  Africa ;  if 
British  forces,  as  well  as  Boers,  are  to  be 
expected  to  refrain  from  entering  or 
utilising  native  districts ;  and  if  British 
troops,  as  well  as  Boers,  will  be  instructed 
to  retire  from  all  such  native  districts. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  answer  to  the  first 
question  is  in  the  negative ;  and  to  the 
second,  that  I  cannot  lay  down  rules  in  a 
matter  which  is  subject  to  military  con- 
siderations, but  that  the  principle  guiding 
the  question  is  to  keep  the  natives  entirely 
out  of  the  struggle  if  possible,  but  not  to 
prevent  them  from  defending  themselves 
and  their  property  if  they  are  attacked. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  constitutes, 
a  native  district  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  That  de- 
pends on  who  uses  the  term. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :    I   beg  tc 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the   Boers   have   invaded  Zulu- 
land  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large 
flying    column  of   mounted    troops    was 
despatched  many  weeks  ago  from  Natal 
to  Ziduland  previous  to  any  incursion  by 
1  Boer  troops  ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's. 
•  Government  will  inform  President  Kruger 
|  that  these   British   troops  will   be  with- 
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drawn  if  the  Boer  troops  also  are  with- 1  number    so    employed.     The 
.drawn.  I  stated  at  Dage  249  of  Cd.  43. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  answer 
tc  the  first  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
As  to  the  second,  yes.  A  small  flying 
column  appears  to  have  been  sent  about 
five  weeks  ago,  but  the  Boer  forces  had 
{previously  violated  the  border  and 
attacked  and  burnt  the  magistracy  at 
Ingwavuma  at  the  end  of  October.  The 
answer  to  the  third  is  no,  Sir.  I  do  not 
•know  whether  the  hon.  Member  is  aware 
ithat  Zululand  is  under  British  control. 

Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN:  I  am  also  aware 
•that  other  parts  are  under  British  control. 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  contention  of  the 
Government  is  that  the  Transvaal  also  is 
.under  British  control  1 


Mr.  DILLON :  In  view  of 
pay  being  given  to  the  colonic 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
consideration  the  desirability  o 
some  remuneration  to  these  Ii 

Mr.   J.  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
think  that  would  be  a  courteo 
treating    their    offer   to   serve 
remuneration. 


[No  answer  was  given.] 

TRANSVAAL    GOLD    MINES. 
Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouth,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies whether  his  attention  has  been  called 

•to  certain  statements  recently  made  in  a 
French  newspaper,  I^e  Steele,  according  to 
which  French  and  German  investors  own 
upwards  of  one -half  of  the  total  shares  in 

'Transvaal  gold  mines,  and  British  in- 
vestors in  trie  British  Isles  and  in    the 

•Colonies  own  less  than  one-half  of  the 
total  of  such  shares  ;  and  whether  he  has 
any  information  which  would  confirm  or 

^contradict  these  statements. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  not 
•seen  the  statement,  and  I  have  no  infor- 
mation enabling  me  either  to  confirm  or 
to  contradict  it. 


BRITISH     INDIAN     VOLUNTEERS    IN 
NATAL. 

Mr.  DILLON  (xMayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
^isk  the*  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  a  large  number  of 
Indians  in  Natal  have  offered  their  ser- 
vices free  of  cost ;  and  whether  and  to 
what  extent  that  offer  has  been  accepted. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes,  Sir.  A 
number  of  Natal  Indians  volunteered  for 
service  in  any  capacity  without  remunera- 
tion, and  though  their  services  as  soldiers 
were  not  accepted,  they  were  engaged  to 
jict  as  leaders  for  the  Indian  ambulance 
bearers.     I     do     not    know    the    exact 


I  BRITISH    INDIANS    EXPELLI 
THE    TRANSVAAL. 

I     Sir     MANCHERJEE    BH 

GREE  (Bethnai  Green,  N.E.) : 

ask    the    Under   Secretary  of 

|  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  has   any 

■  tion    with    regard   to   a    repoi 

I  circulated    in    India    that    an 

I  Majesty's  subjects   who   receiv 

:  last  October  from  the  Boer  Go 

to  quit  the  Transvaal  on    the 

I  of    hostilities    were    eighty-tw* 

I  Indian  settlers  of   Natal ;  that 

they   wished   to   return    to   N, 

i  were   forcibly   deported   to  In< 

•  prior    to    their    embarkation    t 

I  placed    in    charge    of     the     P 

military   authorities   at    Delag 

i  and    that    while    thus    detaine 

j  guese  soldiers  subjected  them 

treatment,    robbed    them    of 

I  money,   and,    outraged    the  m< 

'  their   women ;   and   if    so,  will 

how  it  was  that  the  British  re 

tive  at  the  place  of   detention 

:  remonstrate  with  the  Portugue 

;  rities,  or  take  other  necessary 

for  the  protection  of  the  refugee 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETA 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  A 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Gi 
The  Foreign  Office  has  no 
tion  in  regard  to  the 
referred  to.  Many  British 
subjects  who  fled  from  the  Tra 
Lorenzo  Marques  were  sent  to  In 
passages  being  paid  out  of  t 
Mayor's  Fund.  Her  Majesty's  ( 
Lorenzo  Marques  will  be  instr 
telegraph  to  report  the  facts. 

UITLANDERS  WITH  THE  Bl 
FORCES. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  t 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  wl 
can  now  state  how  many  Uitlanc 
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the  South  African  Republic  are  serving 
with  the  British  forces  in  South  Africa, 
and  in  what  regiments  they  are  enrolled  ; 
and  how  many  citizens  of  Natal  and  of 
Cape  Colony  respectively  are  serving 
with  British  forces. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wynpham, 
I  Dover) :  I  have  not  the  information 
necessary  in  order  to  discriminate  between 
Uitlanders  and  others  serving  in  colonial 
fortes  raised  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man undertake  to  inquire  1  I  understood 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  promise  to  get 
the  information. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  afraid  it  will 
he  quite  impossible  to  get  the  informa- 
tion, probably  until  after  the  war.  A 
^reat  number  of  these  forces  are  serving 
in  different  parts  of  South  Africa,  and  we 
onnot  undertake  to  ask  for  an  elaborate 
vetnrn  from  the  officers  commanding  the 
troops  in  the  field. 


THE    CANADIAN    COMMAND  -MAJOR 
GENERAL  HUTTON. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  state 
the  reasons  that  have  led  to  the  resigna- 
tion of  his  Canadian  command  by  Major 
General  Hutton. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Major  General 
Hutton  has  been  given  employment  in 
South  Africa,  for  which  he  has  long  l>een 
anxious. 

IMD  METHUEN'S   FORCE-ALLEGED 
INSUBORDINATION. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  a  • 
British  officer  in  the  army  commanded 
by  Lord  Methuen  refused  to  ol>ey  Lord 
Methueu's  orders  in  face  of  the  enemy. 
And  whether  this  officer  has  been  relieved 
of  his  command  and  is  now  in  England. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  know- 
Wge  of  any  British  officer  in  South 
Africa  having  refused  to  obey  orders. 

1'AY  OF  THE  COLONIAL  TROOPS. 
Mr.  DILLON:     I    beg    to  ask    the 
^creUry    of    State    for    the    Colonies 


whether  1 2s.  a  day  is  paid  to  troopers  in 
Colonel  Bayly's  corps  in  Cape  Colony : 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  expenses  of  this 
corps  are  charged  on  the  colony  or  on  the 
Imperial  Treasury. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  corps  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  cannot  In? 
identified  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
corps  in  which  the  pay  of  a  trooper  is 
1 2s.  a  day. 

FIELD  CLASSES. 
Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the 
frequent  reports  as  to  the  use  of  field 
glasses  by  the  Boers,  the  War  Office  will 
issue  a  certain  proportion  of  field  glasses 
to  Her  Majesty's  troops,  especially  to  the 
mounted  branches. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir.  A  large 
number  have  been  sent  to  South  Africa. 
I  have  already  stated  this. 

♦Captain  JESSEL:  Will  the  War 
Office  take  steps  to  recoup  the  officers  of 
Regular  regiments  who  have  already  pro- 
vided field  glasses  for  the  N.C.O.?s  and 
men  at  their  own  expense  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  will  ^consider 
that  matter. 


IRISH  CONVICTS— ALLEGED  OFFER 
OF  PARDON  ON  CONDITION  OF 
ENLISTMENT. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  con- 
victs in  Irish  gaols  are  being  offered 
pardons  on  condition  that  they  will  enlist 
for  service  in  South  Africa. 

•Mil.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  Before  the  hon.  Gentleman  answers 
that  question,  I  would  ask  him  if  he 
thinks  he  ought  to  take  notice  of  so 
scandalous  a  question. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


WEARINO    OF    THE    SHAMROCK     BY 
IRISH     SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  instructions  will  be  given 
to  commanding  officers  in  South  Africa 
not  to  prohibit  the  wearing  of  shamrock 
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by  Irish   soldiers   on 
next;    and  whether  any 
taken  bv   the  War  Office 
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to  send  sham- 


rock to  the  Irish  troops  in  South  Africa. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Officers  embarking 
for  South  Africa  are  only  required  t» 
have  undress  uniform  besides  their  khaki 
outfit. 


Mk.    WYNDHAM  :    No    instructions        Mr.    HERBERT    LEWIS :    Has    not 
are  necessary.     Commanding  officers  have    complaint  been  frequently  made  by  officer* 
authority  to  allow  emblems  to  be  worn,  ;  in  this  respect  ? 
if  they  think  it  expedient. 

J  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  received  no 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  The  lion,  i  such  complaint;  every  officer  will  ap- 
Member  has  not  answered  the  last  part  preciate  having  an  undress  uniform  on 
of  the  question.  !  board  ship. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  War  Office  is 
very  fully  occupied  in  sending  to  South 
Africa  for  the  benefit  of  the  troops  stores 
of  a  more  substantial  character,  wrhich  in 
the  circumstances  are  likely  to  be  more 
appreciated. 

DEFICIENCY  OF  CAVALRY  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  W1NGFIELD-DIGBY  (Dorset- 
shire, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  the  17  th 
Lancers  embarked  for  South  Africa  six 
officers  short  of  their  establishment; 
whether  the  other  regiments  of  the  4th 
Cavalry  Brigade  are  also  short  of  their 
proper  number  of  officers  ;  and  whether 
efforts  were  made  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
from  the  Reserve  of  Officers  or  from  the 
Yeomanry. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM  :  Two  of  the  regi- 
ments referred  to  were  short  of  officers  on 
embarkation,  chiefly  because  some  of  them 
were   already  serving  in  South   Africa.  , 
Those  officers  may  be  ordered    to   join  ' 
their  units  at  the  discretion  of  the  general 
officer  commanding.     Vacancies  have  been  ; 
as    far    as     possible    filled    by    eligible  , 
officers   from  the  Reserve   or   from  the  ' 
Yeomanry  or  other  sources.     In  one  case 
there  were  as  many  as  three. 


OFFICERS'  EQUirMENT. 
Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  officers  recently  gazetted  and 
ordered  to  the  front  are  required  under 
the  regulations  of  the  War  Office  to  spend 
a  considerable  sum  in  the  purchase  of 
uniforms  which  cannot  be  used  while  the 
officers  are  on  active  service ;  and  whether 
the  regulations  will  be  relaxed  in  favour 
of  such  officers. 


NUMBER    OF    TROOPS     IN    SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  J  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  will  state  the  number 
of  Imperial  and  Colonial  troops  under 
arms  in  South  Africa,  and  the  number  on 
their  way  there,  or  about  to  be  despatched 
to  the  seat  of  war. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  a  full  account  which  I 
gave  in  reply  to  a  question  put  on  the 
8th  instant  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Islington.*  The  totalis 
194,000. 

TRANSPORT    SERVICE— THE    GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS. 

Dr.  FARQUH  ARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Undersecre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  l>een  directed  to  the  inconveni- 
ence caused  by  the  arrangement  under 
which  only  one  of  the  two  service  com- 
panies of  the  Gordon  Highlanders, 
accepted  for  service  in  South  Africa,  were 
able  to  leave  Aberdeen  on  1 6th  Februarys 
whether  both  companies  were  ready  with 
kits  and  aceoutrements  packed  for  ship 
ment,  under  orders  from  the  War  Office, 
on  Thursday  the  15  th  to  start  for 
Southampton  ;  and  why  at  the  W 
moment  the  authorities  only  provided 
transport  for  one  company  ;  and  whether 
instructions  will  at  once  be  issued  to 
insure  the  departure  of  the  second  com- 
pany at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Although  it  » 
now  evident  that  there  were  two  ser- 
vice companies  of  Volunteers  of  the 
Gordons  for  service  in  South  Africa,  it 
was  not  so  understood,  and  provision  w** 

♦See  The  Partiammtary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol  lxxviii.,  page  905.  > 
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not  made  for  the  transport  of  the  second  |  of  his  children,  and  the  separation  allow- 
company.  It  has  now  been  ordered  to  i  ance  is  issued  on  this  evidence ;  but  if 
embark   on  the   24th   inst.  in  the  place    through  the  carelessness  of  the  Reservist 


of  a  company  which  is  not  ready,  but  for 
which  transport  had  been  taken  up. 

PURCHASE  OF  HORSES. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  Hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Undersecretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
Colonel  McClane  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Welch 
hare  been  sent  to  Austria  to  purchase 
1,000  horses  at  £50  each,  and  whether 
any  offer  was  made  on  similar  terms  to 
obtain  a  supply  of  horses  from  Ireland  ; 
rod  whether  expert  officials  expressed  an 
opinion  that  they  could  do  better  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  These  two  officers 
were,  I  believe,  sent  to  Austria  by  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Committee,  and  not 
by  the  Remount  Department  of  the 
War  Office.  The  War  Office  is  pur- 
suing horses  in  Ireland. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
«y  agent  employed  by  the  War  Office  to 
purchase  horses  in  the  south  of  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  unable  to 
*y.  I  know  we  are  purchasing  horses 
in  the  north,  and  a  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hi  just  submitted  a  complaint  that  we 
*fe  baying  more  horses  from  Catholics 
than  from  Protestants. 


SEPARATION  ALLOWANCES. 
Ma.  CARLILE  (Buckinghamshire,  N.): 
'  bet;  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
fa  war  whether  Reservists'  wives  are 
°Uiged  to  produce  the  birth  certificates 
°f  their  children  before  they  can  receive 
^  •eparation  allowance  for  them;  and 
Art,  as  the  registrar's  fee  for  each  certifi- 
*te  is  a  fixed  charge  of  3s.  7d.,  a  hard- 
•kip  exists  in  cases  where  women  have 
*yeral  children,  or  are  too  poor  to  bear 
thifi  initial  expense;  and  whether,  by 
tauon  of  the  special  circumstances  and 
urgency  of  the  case,  their  fees  might  be 
Emitted,  or  that  some  other  form  of 
declaration  costing  nothing  might  be 
ttftnged  and  accepted  by  the  paymaster. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir.  The 
faaervist  on  joining  declares  the  name 
tBd  address  of  his  wife  and  the  number 
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or  for  other  reasons  a  certificate  of  mar- 
riage or  birth  were  required,  the  cost  of 
j  obtaining  such   certificate   would  be  ad- 
:  admitted  as  a  charge  against  the  public. 

i  MILITIA  ARTILLERY. 

!  Sir  CUTHBERT  QUILTER  (Suffolk, 
Sudbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 

i  tary  of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  embody 
any  of  the  Militia  Artillery ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  scarcity  of  officers 
in  that  force,  they  are  prepared  to  offer 
any  inducements  to  gentlemen  to  apply 
for  commissions. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  1  will  ask  my  hon. 
friend  to  postpone  this.  May  I  add  that 
if  hon.  Members  would  give  longer  notice 
it  would  be  an  act  of  consideration  on 
their  part  which  would  be  very  highly 
appreciated  by  the  staff  of  the  War 
Office. 

MILITIA-RATE  OF  PAY. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  instructions  were 
recently  issued  by  the  War  Office,  direct- 
ing that  Militiamen  under  eighteen  years 
of  age  will  be  paid  during  embodiment  at 
the  rate  fixed  by  Royal  Warrant  for  boys 
in  the  Regular  forces,  namely,  8d.  per 
day,  whereas  those  affected  by  the  order 
were  all  enlisted  as  men,  were  promised 
Is.  a  day  pay,  and  have  been  doing  men's 
duty. 

j  Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Thore  was  some 
I  misapprehension  on  this  subject  at  first  : 
I  but  instructions  have  been  given  to  all 
1  general  officers  that  Militiamen  on  em- 
I  bodiment  are  to  have  the  full  rate  of  Is. 
!  a  day. 
I 
I  RANGE  ACCOMMODATION. 

!  Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid) : 
j  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
.  State  for  War  if  the  6th  Battalion  of  the 
j  Warwickshire  Militia,  which  has  left  for 
i  South  Africa,  has  been  without  rifle 
!  practice  since  last  year's  training ;  if  the 
|  5th  Battalion  of  the  same  Militia,  which 
I  is  daily  expecting  to  leave  Colchester  for 
j  the  front,  is  only  having  Morris-tubc» 
practice,  but  no  shooting  at  the  range  : 

1    u 
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and  if  Lord  Compton's  Horse,  during 
their  training  at  Colchester,  had  only  one 
day's  rifle  practice,  and  for  that  had  to  go 
to  Landguard  Fort  in  another  county 
owing  to  the  Coleh&ster  rifle  range  being  : 
-still  closed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  no  Line  or  Militia  bat- 
talion practises  in  the  winter.  The  5th  : 
Battalion  is  not  going  to  South  Africa. 
As  to  Lord  Compton's  Horse,  I  have  no 
information  ;  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
•obtain  it  at  so  short  notice. 

MILITIA   VOI AJNTEERS- ATTESTA- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
.ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  AVar  if  the 
same  securities  as  regards  attestation  in 
each  individual  case  possessed  by  recruits 
for  the  Regular  Army  are  equally  possessed 
by  individual  members  of  the  Militia,  in 
connection  with  volunteering  for  foreign  ; 
service ;  and,  if  not,  why  not. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  question  asked 
of  a  Militiaman  on  enlistment  as  regards 
his  service  is — "  Are  you  wiUing  to  be  : 
attested  for  the  term  of  years  (pro- 

vided Her  Majesty  should  so  long  require 
your  services)  as  a  Militiaman  for  the 
county  of  ,  to  serve  in 

the  corps.*'     On 

Assenting  he  becomes  liable  to  serve 
•wherever  his  corps  is  ordered  on  home 
service.  He  cannot  be  sent  abroad 
unless  he  personally  consents  to  do  so. 
His  securities  are  in  every  way  as  com- 
plete as  those  of  the  recruit  of  the  Regular 
Army. 

Mr.   PATRICK   O'BRIEN:     Is     the 
same  question  put  to  a  man  when  he  is 
asked  to  go  on  foreign  service  as  when  he  ; 
is  asked  to  serve  at  home  i     If  not,  why 
not  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  is  confusing  the  two  things-  the 
■original  enlistment  and  the  chance  ottered 
the  man  of  volunteering  for  foreign 
service. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Will  the 
hon.  (ientleman  be  good  enough  to  tell 
jne [Interruptions.! 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  PATRICK    O'BRIEN:  I   do  not  | 
think   I  ought  to  be  interrupted  in  this 


manner.  What  I  want  to  know  i 
whether  the  same  questions  are  put  to  i 
man  when  he  is  asked  to  go  abroad  m 
when  he  is  enlisted  for  home 'service  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  stated  tha 
several  times,  and  I  believe  the  hon 
Member  has  another  question  on  tb 
Paper  raising  the  same  point.  He  ha 
been  told  that  after  a  man  has  volunteers 
the  general  officer  always  gives  himai 
opportunity  of  reconsidering  his  decision 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Is  it  no 
the  fact  that  in  the  first  case  thi 
Militiaman  is  asked  individually 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
the  hon.  Member  has  any  further  ques 
tion  he  must  put  it  down.  He  cannol 
now  enter  into  an  argument. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  tc 
give  notice  I  will  raise  this  question  in 
another  form. 


IRISH  MILITIA  VOLUNTEERS- 
ALLEUKD  COMPULSION. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :Ibeffto 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  hit 
what  records,  if  any,  and  how  sub- 
stantiated, exist  as  to  the  alleged  volun- 
teering for  foreign  service  of  soldiers  of 
the  Irish  Militia,  not  Reserve  men ;  if  bo 
will  produce  these  records  in  the  case  of 
the  South  Cork  Militia  now  stationed  it 
Dover.  And  whether  the  orders  for  em- 
barkation of  the  Louth  Militia  stationed 
at  Sheffield  have  been  cancelled  :  and,  if 
so,  why. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM:    An  independent; 
staff  officer  was  present,  when  the  Sootb 
Cork  Militia  paraded,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  no  pressure  was  put  upon  the  men. 
He  reported  that  some  men  were  unwill- 
ing to  go  on  foreign  service.     There* 
no   other  record.       The   orders  for  tba 
Louth    Militia    to    embark    have   been 
'  cancelled  l>ecausc  an  insufficient  number 
of  men    were  willing  to  go.     A  SoottMb 
;  battalion  has  taken  its  place.     I  may  add 
;  that  there  is  a  keen  competition  among 
i  Militia  Iwttalions  for  the  honour  of  serving 
\  abroad. 

;      Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Is  this  the 
regiment  the    hon.   Gentleman  referred 
!  to  in  his  speech  last  night  ? 


[No  answer  was  given.] 
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Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  inquire  whether  the 
Wexford  Militia  stationed  at  Aldershot 
have  refused  to  proceed  to  the  front,  and 
if  so  on  what  grounds  ;  and  whether  any 
of  the  men  are  to  be  tried  by  court- 
martial  for  refusing  to  go  to  the  war. 

Mr.     WYNDHAM :     The     required 
proportion  did  not  volunteer  for  foreign 
service.      To    ask    why    any    did     not 
volunteer  would  be  putting  on  pressure,  , 
which  has  always  1>een  avoided. 

YEOMANRY    AND    VOLUNTEER    PER- 
MANENT   STAFFS. 

Captain  JESSEL :  I  beg  to  ask  the  i 
Under    Secretary    of    State    for     War ', 
whether,   in  view  of   the   fact  that   the  \ 
Yeomanry    and    Volunteers    are    l>eing ; 
invited    to    train    for    a     month,     the 
War  Office   will    take  immediate    steps  ! 
to  replace  the  members  of  the  permanent 
«U1F  who  have  gone  to  South  Africa,  or 
who  are  engaged  in  training  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry. 

Ml    WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir.     Stejw 
are  being  taken. 


of  State  for  War  whether  discharged 
soldiers  of  twelve  years  service  rejoining 
the  colours  will  be  permitted  to  serve  on 
for  a  pension. 

Mil  WYNDHAM :  My  hon.  friend 
will  find  in  an  Army  Order  published  to- 
day the  terms  governing  bounty  and  pen- 
sion for  discharged  soldiers  who  re-enlist  in 
Reserve  battalions.  In  respect  of  the  rif  teen 
permanent  battalions,  men  who  re-enlist 
and  have  at  least  three  years  to  serve  will 
be  allowed  to  serve  on  for  pension.  The 
conditions  upon  which  this  will  be  jxsr- 
mitted  are  under  consideration. 


BRITISH     CENTRAL     AFRICAN 
REOIMENT. 

Mil  BUCHANAN  (Al>erdcenshire, 
E.) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  officer  in 
command  in  Mauritius  has  reported  on 
the  recent  outbreak  of  the  British  Centra! 
African  Regiment  there :  and  where  the 
regiment  is  to  be  stationed  in  the  future?. 

Mil  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir.  The 
terms  of  the  report  are  favourable  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  men  generally,  who 
were  undoubtedly  the  subject  of  much 
insulting  and  provocative  treatment  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island.  The 
second  part  of  the  question  is  under  con- 
sideration. 


MORGAN  IS  ATION  OF  THE  WAR 
OFFICE. 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under    Secretary    of    State    for     AVar 
*taher,  in  view  of  the  abortive  result  of 
tke  War  Office  Reorganisation  Committee 
dter  sitting    for    sixteen    months,    the , 
Jtojetary  of  State  will  consider  the  ad- " 
nihility  of    dissolving  that  committee  . 
urf  appointing    a    fresh    one    for    the . 

Sose  of  investigating  the  methods  of  i 
acting    business     in    the     military,  ' 
financial,     ordnance,     and     works     and 
buildings  departments  of  the  War  Office  : 
and  whether  he  woidd  have  any  objection  ' 
to  associate  with   that  inquiry    some  of 
the  Members  of  this  House  who  have  had 
*>de  experience  in  the  conduct  of  com- 
mercial  and   professional    undertakings,  •• 
and  others  who  are  acquainted  with  the  ' 
^luireraents  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No  such  step  is  at  j 
present  in  contemplation. 

REJOINING    THE    COLOIRS. 
Mil    ARNOLD-FORSTER     (Belfast,    tion  of    the  Auxiliary  forces  which   are 
"):Ibeg  to  ask  the  Under   Secretary    now  being  considered. 

U   2 


MEDICAL   ORGANISATION   FOR 
THE    RESERVES. 

I)n.  FARQUI1  ARSON;  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  steps  are  proposed  to  be  taken  in 
connection  with  the  scheme  of  the 
Uovemment  for  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army  to  create  a  proper  effective 
medical  organisation  for  the  Militia, 
Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers,  and  would  it 
be  represented  at  the  War  Office  by 
proper  staff  officers  ;  and  if  it  is  promised 
to  give  effect  to  the  numerous*  recommen- 
dations to  the  War  Office  to  create  the 
bearer  companies  of  the  Volunteer  in- 
fantry brigades  separate  units,  indc]ieii- 
dent  of  any  particular  regiment  or  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade. 

Mu.  WYNDHAM  This  subject  is  one 
of  the  many  connected  with  the  organisa- 
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DEPUTY  LIEUTENANTS  AND  THE 
MILITIA    FOKCE. 

Captain  JESSEL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
in  view  of  his  appeal  to  the  county  gentle- 
men of  Englancl  to  work  with  the  War 
Office  in  putting  the  Militia  where  it  cau 
l>e,  and  ought  to  be,  he  will  fully  recog- 
nise the  position  which  the  deputy 
lieutenants  hold  towards  the  Militia  in 
raising  Militiamen,  and  will  specially 
encourage  them  to  organise  local  efforts 
for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  A  deputy  lieu- 
tenant has  no  legal  function  in  connection 
with  the  Militia  unless  the  Ballot  Act  is 
put  into  force,  but  every  effort  which  \ 
these  gentlemen  may,  in  virtue  of  their  | 
local  influence,  be  able  to  make  for 
encouraging  enlistment  in  the  force  will 
l>e  fully  appreciated  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

DEFINITION  OF  "ARMY  CORPS." 
Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  avoid, 
as  likely  to  be  misunderstood  by  those 
not  acquainted  with  military  phraseology, 
the  official  use  of  the  term,  "army 
corps,"  except  when  applied  to  two  or 
more  organised  divisions,  united  under 
one  commander,  with  a  corps  staff  and 
corps  troops ;  and  whether,  instead,  he 
will  enumerate  troops  in  the  field,  and 
those  called  out  for  home  defence,  by 
divisions,  brigades,  or  smaller  units, 
according  to  the  commanders  a  id  staffs 
actually  doing  duty  with  them,  to  make 
clear  that  these  terms  reprasent  units  of 
organisation,  as  in  Continental  armies, 
and  are  not  units  of  numeration  which 
can  bo  arrived  at  by  simple  division  of 
the  total  force. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  fear  that  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend's  suggestion  would 
lead  to  confusion  and  constant  repetition. 
It  is  well  known  that  by  an  army  corps 
we  mean  in  this  country  two  cavalry 
regiments,  twenty-five  infantry  battalions, 
eighteen  batteries  field  artillery  and  two 
Royal  Horse  artillery,  with  a  proportion 
of  Royal  Engineers  and  Army  Service 
Corps. 

NAVAL   ORGANISATION. 
Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:    I  beg  to 
ask   the    First   Lord   of    the   Admiralty 
whether  his  attention  has  l»een  called  to 


the  statement  made  by  Rear-Admira 
Lord  Charles  Beresford,  prior  to  takinj 
up  his  present  command,  to  the  effto 
that  in  the  event  of  war  swift  aoc 
specially  equipped  colliers,  tele 
ships,  and  repairing  ships  would 
essential  to  the  efficiency  of  the  fleet* 
whether  the  Admiralty  shares  this  view 
and  whether  ships  of  the  kind  suggestec 
are  in  existence ;  and,  if  not,  whether  i 
is  intended  to  construct  them  or  to  await 
the  outbreak  of  war  and  then  to  im 
provise  them. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI 
RALTY  (Mr.  Goschbn,  St.  Geurgri 
Hanover  Square):  I  have  seen  nuurj 
suggestions  as  to  vessels  of  this  kiiM 
made  in  various  quarters,  both  in  an* 
outside  of  the  Admiralty.  The  hum 
appropriate  time  for  me  to  state  tb 
Admiralty  policy  in  these  matters  is  h 
the  debate  on  the  Navy  Estimates. 

Mk.  W.  ALLAN  (Gateshead):  W* 
not  a  design  for  swift  armed  collier 
submitted  to  the  Admiralty  three  month 
ago? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  will  make  m] 
statement  on  the  Navy  Estimates. 


AUSTRALIAN  FEDERATION- 
SUGGESTED    DIVISION    OF  WESTERS 
AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  HOG  AN:  I  beg  to  ask  dtf 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial 
whether  it  has  been  brought  to  his  notice 
by  recent  despatches  from  the  Governoi 
of  Western  Australia  that  a  strong  and 
widespread  agitation  has  arisen  in  tin 
goldtields  section  of  the  colony  for  ad 
mission  to  the  Australian  Commonweaitl 
as  a  distinct  and  separate  State,  tto 
Government  of  Western  Australia  having 
failed  to  follow  the  example  of  the  othfl 
colonies  concerned  and  to  submit  th 
Commonwealth  Bill  to  a  referendum 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  petition  ft 
Her  Majesty  embodying  this  request  b* 
already  received  25,000  signatures ;  ant 
whether  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist 
will  receive  his  favourable  considerataoi 
when  preparing  the  Australian  Federa 
Enabling  Bill  to  be  submitted  thi 
session. 


*  Speech  of  Lord  Charlea  Bereaford  at  i 
banquet  given  by  the  London  Chamber  a 
Commerce,  9ih  January,  1900. 
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MR.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  answer 
to  the  first  question  is  in  the  negative. 
Ai  to  the  second,  I  have  no  official 
information.  In  reply  to  the  third,  I 
have  to  say  that  I  will  carefully  consider 
with  the  delegates  from  the  other  colonies 
whether  any  steps  can  be  taken  to  facili- 
tate the  admission  of  Western  Australia 
as  an  original  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

THE  PACIFIC  CABLE. 
•Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  arrangements 
far  the  construction  and  laying  of  the 
Pacific  Gable  are  still  in  abeyance ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  price  of  the 
■elal  for  cable  manufacture  is  rapidly 
rising  and  the  supply  of  gutta  percha 
tteadily  diminishing;  that  this  delay  is 
causing  widespread  anxiety  in  Canada  ; 
aid  if  he  would  use  his  good  offices  to 
aecetente  the  taking  in  hand  of  the  work. 

Ma.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  ques- 
tion of  the  arrangements  for  constructing 
*nd  laying  the  Pacific  Cable  is  under  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee,  on  which 
the  Imperial  Government  and  the  colonies 
interested  are  proportionately  represented, 
«d  Her  Majesty's  Government  under- 
hand that  the  deliberations  of  the  Com- 
mittee will  soon  be  completed.  The 
Committee  is  aware  of  the  state  of  the 
■aiket  for  cable  materials, 


the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
if  he  will  grant  a  return  of  subscriptions 
to  each  voluntary  school  in  England  and 
Wales  for  each  year  since  189.3. 

The    VICE-PRESIDENT    of    tjik 
,  C  iMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  ox  EDU- 
CATION    (Sir    J.    Gorst,     Cambridge 
University) :    It  is  in  contemplation   to 
give  a  return  this  year  in   continuation 
;  of  the  return  presented   in   1894,  which 
'  will   contain    such    information    on    the 
t  subject    of    subscriptions    to    voluntary 
!  schools  as  will,  I  hope,  satisfy  the  purpose 
of  the  hon.  Member. 


BIRMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY. 
♦Mr.  C.  P.  SCOIT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether,  under  Section  20  of  the  pro- 
posed Statutes  of  the  University  of  Bir- 
mingham, degrees  could  l>e  granted  to 
students  in  affiliated  colleges  in  theology 
or  any  other  faculty  not  recognised  in  the 
charter. 


Sir  J.  GORST :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
,  asks  for  a  legal  opinion  on  the  construe- 
!  tion  of  a  public  document  which  the 
|  Committee  of  Council  are  not  qualified 
|  to  give. 

!  Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  :  Perhaps  the  righfc 
|  hon.  Gentleman  can  tell  me  to  whom  I 
i  should  apply  for  information  ? 


P.  SCOTT  :  Then  perhaps  the 
General      will     answer     the 


00COS  -  KEELINd    ISLANDS.  j      SlR    J.    GORST :    To    the   Attorney 

Mr.  HOG  AN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec-  j  General, 
■toy  of  State    for    the    Colonies,    in  ■      .,      p 
'Arence  to  the  remarks  at  pages  4  and    A  *     " 
13  of  the  recently  issued  Annual  Report .  Att0™ey 
«  the  Cocoe-K'eeling  Islands,    whether .  4ue8tlon- 
Direction  Island   has  been   leased  as  a  i      Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,   order!    The 
uding  station  to  the  Eastern  Extension  ;  hon.    Member  must  give   notice   of  the 
Gomnny  in  connection  with  their  pro- !  question. 
pud  new  cable  to  Australia. 


RIFLE  CLUBS  AND  THE  REVENUE. 
Mr.  LOYI)  (Berkshire,  Abingdon) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  persons  desirous  of 
becoming  efficient  rifle  shots  by  joining 
and  practising  with  rifle  clubs  would  have 
to  obtain  a  10s.  licence  to  entitle  them 
to  use  a  rifle  for  such  practice  ;  and,  if  so, 
would  he  consider  whether  the  tax  could 
in  such  cases  be  remitted  in  order  to 
encourage  rifle  practice  throughout  the 
country. 


.  MR.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  no 
information  that  any  lease  of  Direction 
Hand  has  been  granted  by  Mr.   Ross. 
An  application  from  the  Eastern  Exten-  j 
tun  Company  for  the  right  to  land   a  j 
<*Me  in  the  Cocoa-Keeling  Islands  is  now  i 
^W  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  | 
Government. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOL  SUB- 
SCRIPTIONS. I 
.Mb.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright-] 
*k):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  ! 
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Mr.  BUTCHER  (York) :  At  the  same  WHISKY  IN  BONDED  STORES. 

time  may  I  ask  whether  persons  who  are  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
members  of  rifle  clubs  formed  to  encourage  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
rifle  shooting  have  to  obtain  a  10s.  licence  whether,  in  cases  where  the  Excise  autho- 
to  entitle  them  to  practice  rifle  shooting  ; !  rities  discover  that  whisky  in  bonded 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Government  will  j  stores  is  deficient  either  in  strength  oi 
grant  exemption  from  such  tax  to  the  j  quantity,  the  owner  of  the  whisky  k 
members  of  such  clubs,  at  any  rate  when  !  required  to  pay  the  excess  loss  to  the 
the  rifle  club  has  been  certified  by  a  mili-  j  revenue. 

tarv  authority  dulv  authorised  for  that!  TTivnTT«ir     mi.     "  1 

purpose  to  be\i  club  bona  fi*h  formed  to  i  .  Mr;  HANBURY:  The  general  prac 
encourage  rifle  shooting.    '  |  tice  of  the  Revenue  Departments  is  that, 

0  |  if  the    deficiency  arises   from    leakage, 

The    CHANCELLOR    of    the    EX-  j  unavoidable  accident,  or  natural    cause* 

CHEQUER     (Sir     M.    Hicks    Beach,  j  (such  as  evaporation  from  the  length  ol 

Bristol,  W.) :  The  reply  to  the  first  para-  j  time  the  spirits  have  been  kept  in  ware 

graph  is  in  the  affirmative ;  but  I  shall  be  \  house),  the  duty  is  not  chargeable,  but,  ii 

quite    prepared    to   concert    with    Lord  I  it  is  not  traceable  to  any  such  cause,  thi 

Lansdownc  some  arrangement  by  which  i  trader  is  called  upon  to  pay  the  duty  on 

an  exception  may  be  made  in  favour  of  I  the  deficiency. 

rifles  belonging  to  clubs  acting  under  the  • 

authority   of   the    War  Office  and    used  UOVKUNMEST    WORKMEN'S 

solely   for   target   practice  under  proper  i  PENSIONS. 

regulations.      "  j      Mr.  WOODS  (Essex,  Walthamstow) 

,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Tim 

LT*Tv-i>T-rmii   01W/1.1W  ^iutuvu       :  sury  whether  he  is  aware  that  workmen 
KDINBLRCH    PARCELS   SORIERS.         in  ^ef.    Maje8ty>8    8erWce    have    ^^ 

Mr.  PATRICK  OBRIEN:  I  beg  to  ;  SUms  deducted  from  their  wages  towards 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  a  pension  amounting  in  some  cases  to  five 
representing  the  Postmaster  General,  on  .  per  cent,,  and  that  if  such  workmen  die 
what  grounds  certain  postmen  (foirnerly  j  before  attaining  the  age  of  sixty  their 
designated  as  porters)  employed  in  the  |  dependent  relatives  do  not  receive  any 
parcel  soiling  department  at  Edinburgh,    pension  at  all ;  and  whether  he  will  cause 


an  inquiry  into  the  matter  with  the 
object  of  compensating  the  dependent 
relatives   of   such  workmen  under  the» 


have    had   withheld  from   them    the  in- 
crease of  wages  which  usually  accompanies 

promotion   to  the  postmen's  class;  why    

they  have  not  been  granted  the  customary  <  circumstances, 
]>oot  allowance,  as  from  April,  1897  ;  on 
what  ground  thev  do  not  have  precedence  ^n-  HANBURY:  The  hon.  Member's 
on  the  wages  sheet  over  postmen  ap-  question  is  somewhat  vague,  and  I  have 
pointed  subsequent  to  April,  1897,  the  .  not  ]ieen  aWe  **> trace  tho  specific  dedic- 
period  from  which  their  transfer  to  the  ;  tions  **>  which  ne  refers.  There  are 
postmen's  class  was  to  date  ;  and  whether  i  cases  sucn  M  tnat  °*  tne  dockyard  work- 
he  is  aware  that  otticei-s  in  the  Dublin  ,  m('n  under  the  Admiralty  in  which  a 
office  who  held  similar  positions  to  the  !  pensionable  and  a  non-pensionable  da» 
change  in  1*97  have  had  granted  them  j  exist  side  *>>'  sicl«,  tne  latter  receiving 
all  the  privileges  which  the  Edinburgh  i  higher  wages  in  proportion  to  their 
men  complain  have  been  withhold  from  !  duties.  In  such  cases  the  difference  in 
them.  pait   represents  the  workman's  expecta- 

rr        vivw  «iai     «w«     ^  •  tlon    °*   Pen8^on:    DUt    tnat    pension  i* 

m»  1,  SECRETARY   to    expresslv  made  contingent  upon  certain 

the  TRLASLin  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pre*- 1  clear  conditions,  the  principal  of  them 
ton) :  The  porters  at  Edinburgh  to  whom  i  being  that  he  shall,  unless  permanently 
the  hon.  Member  refers  were  transferred  \  incapacitated  at  an  earlier  age,  reach 
to  the  Postmen's  Clas*  on  1st  April  the  age  of  si xtv  before  becoming  entitled 
1*99,  and  not  on  1st  April,  1897.  They  '  to  receive  it,  ' 
have  receive*!  from    1st  April,  1899.  the  ; 

wages  and  boot  allowance  to  which  they  i    ARMY   CONTRACTS — THK   FACTOR*' 
are  entitled,  and  they  rank  on  the  Post- ;  ACTS. 

men's   Class  according  to  the   date    of  I    *Sm   CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester- 
transfer,  j  8hire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  there  is  any  legal  authority 
for  instructions  lately  given  to  the  Inspec- 
tors of  Factories  not  to  enforce  the  require- 
ments of  the  Factory  Acts  with  regard  to 
the  hours  of  women,  young  persons,  and 
children  in  the  case  of  firms  executing 
«nlew  for  the  equipment  of  the  troops  : 
ami  whether,  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
stantly expressed  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Factories  on  the  subject  of 
overtime,  the  distribution  of  the  order  to 
a  large  number  of  firms  and  bettor  orga- 
nisation of  the  work  would  meet  the  case. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : : 
The  express  power  given  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  by  the  Factory  Acts  to  grant 
exemptions  in  case  of  a  public  emergency  ' 
applies,  strictly  speaking,  only  to  factories  \ 
Monging  to  the  Crown ;  but  I  am  sure 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  the 
House  will  agree  with  me  that  during  the 
present  crisis  I  should  not  have  been  justi- 
Mindelayingthe  equipment  of  the  troops 
hy  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  overtime  ! 
ftgolations  in  factories  working  for  the  : 
Crown.  The  question  raised  in  the 
fccond  paragraph  is  scarcely  one  for  me 
t»  decide,  but  I  may  say  that  I  am  in 
»*wultatioii  with  the  War  Office,  and 
*iU  take  care  that,  so  far  as  I  can  secure 
%  the  latitude  allowed  does  not  go 
beyond  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  application  with  regard 
t»  children,  and  I  have  given  instructions 
that  all  cases  shall  be  carefully  watched 
and  reports  made  to  me  from  time  to 
time. 

>t  CHARLES  DILKE:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  how  far 
these  firms  have  been  executing  private 
«Hcm  in  ordinary  working  hours  and 
d<«ng  Government  work  in  overtime  ? 

*Su:  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  It  would 
b"*  very  difficult  to  find  out,  but  I  admit 
»t  is  very  desirable  to  restrict  overtime  • 
*  far  as  possible. 

FVKMERS*    INSURANCE    UNDER    THE1 
WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT. 

Mr.  LOYD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- ,  ing  it. 
kry  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  state,  for  the  information 
°f  fanners,  at  what  premium  per  £100  of 
?*gfc  they  could  protect  themselves  by 
u*nance  with  responsible  insurance  com- 


panies in  the  United  Kingdom  against  the 
liability  which  would  be  imposed  upon 
them  in  the  event  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1897,  oeing  extended 
to   agricultural   labourers ;    and   can    he 

.  state  whether  the  premiums  as^ed  by  in- 
surance companies,  before  the  operation 
of  the  Act  had  been  tested  by  experience, 
have  already  been  considerably  reduced 

i  in  respect  of  accidents  in  the  dangerous 
occupations  to  which  the  Act  is  at  present 
confined. 

*Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  I  have  no 

1  information  on  the  first  point  which  is 

not  available  to  anyone  who  asks  insu- 

j  ranee   companies   for  estimates ;    but    I 

\  believe  that  the  premium  quoted  ranges. 

between  2s.  6d.  and  3s.  per  £100  of  wages. 

The  premium  must,  of  course,  depend  on 

1  circumstances,  and   might   l>e   varied  by 

\  experience  if  the  Act  were  extended  to 

■  agricultural  labourers,  just  as  it  is,  I  think, 

a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the 

charges    made   by   insurance    companies- 

with  respect  to  trades  within  the  Act  are 

considerably   lower,  in  many  cases,  now 

'.  that  the  Act  has  been  in  operation  some 

time,    than    the   figures    originally    sug- 

;  gested. 

DANGEROUS  LAMPS  AND  OILS. 
Mil.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  adheres  to  the  statement  made  to 
Parliament  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  his 
department  on  loth  March,  1899,  when 
he  informed  the  House  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  decided  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tions of  dangerous  lamps  and  oils,  and 
that  their  Bill  had  long  been  in  prepara- 
tion and  was  in  a  forward  state  ;  and 
whether  he  will  inform  the  House  when 
he  intends  to  carry  out  the  decision  of  the 
Government  arrived  at  a  year  ago. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  I  gave  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  other  night.*  It  is 
quite  true  we  have  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  question,  which  is  a  highly  contro- 
versial one,  but  I  do  not  think  the  present 
a   favourable  opportunity   for    introduc- 


Mr.  PROVAND  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  adhere  to  his  decision  to  deal 
with  this  question  at  some  future  date  ? 

*  See  i>age  82  of  this  volume. 
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♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  can  give 
no  further  promise.  I  have  admitted  it  is 
•desirable  to  deal  with  it,  hut  at  the 
present  moment  I  cannot  see  my  way  to 
bringing  in  a  Bill. 


THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 
Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee):  I  bee  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether, 
in  appointing  the  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Patent  Office,  he 
had  in  view  the  serious  disadvantages 
British  inventors  and  manufacturers 
suffer  from  the  inferior  service  of  the 
English  Patent  Office,  in  contrast  with  the 
American  and  German  Patent  Offices,  in 
not  examining  into  the  originality  of 
implications  ;  whether  any  inventors  or 
manufacturers,  or  any  representative  of 
the  patent  agents  outside  the  Chartered 
Institute  were  appointed  on  the  Com- 
mittee ;  whether  any  amendment  of  the 
patent  laws  or  any  reduction  in  the  pre- 
sent renewal  fees  is  contemplated  ;  and 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  will  be 
presented  to  Parliament. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  :  The 
inquiry  that  is  now  being  made  is  more 
limited  in  its  scope  than  the  question  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  seem  to  imply, 
but  the  importance  of  such  an  inquiry  as 
the  hon.  Member  contemplates  is  fully 
recognised  by  me,  and  the  matter  is 
receiving  my  careful  consideration.  I  am 
not  however  able  to  make  any  announce- 
ment at  present. 

LONDON  DOCK  AMALGAMATION. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
■ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  has  observed  that  dissatisfac- 
tion has  been  expressed  in  commercial 
circles  throughout  London  against  certain 
proposals  which  are  embodied  in  two 
Private  Bills  now  before  Parliament,  with 
the  object,  of  amalgamating  the  London 
Docks  into  one  company,  with  extended 
powers  of  levying  tolls  and  dues  at 
greatly  increased  rates;  and  whether, 
considering  the  importance  of  this  subject 
to  the  commercial  community,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  willing  to  appoint  a  Select 
•Committee  (to  whom  lx>th  Bills  might  be 
referred)  with  power  to  inquire  into  the 
present  position  of  the  Port  of  London, 
and  to  take  recommendations  as  to  the 


]  nature  of  the  reforms  that  may  be  neces 

■  sary. 

!  Mr.  RITCHIE:  My  right  hon.  friend 
:  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this.     So  far  a* 

■  the  Amalgamation  Bill  is  concerned  it  is 
.  I  understand,  merely  a  domestic  arrange 

ment,    conferring    no    extra  powers  oi 

,  charge  on  the  companies,  and  I  therefore 

see    no    reason   why  it   should    not  he 

referred  to  a  Committee  in  the  ordinary 

course  if  the   House  reads  it  a  second 

time.     With  regard  to  the  other  Bill  it  u 

i  clear  that  if  it  oe  read  a  second  time  the 

|  character  of  the  Committee  to  which  the 

I  Bill  is  referred  will  require  careful  con- 

<  sideration. 

j  LUDGATE  HILL  RAILWAY  STATION. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  1 
i  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
!  Trade  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
|  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  and  Dover 
,  Railways  Company  to  improve  the  condi- 
|  tion  of  Ludgate  Hill  Station,  in  view  of 
i  the  letter  from  the  company  to  the  Board 
j  of  Trade  of  the  20th  October,  1899, 
j  intimating  that  plans  were  then  being 
j  prepared  showing  what  improvements 
;  could  be  effected,  especially  in  regard  to 
!  access  from  the  platforms  ;  and  if  he  wiD 
1  use  his  influence  to  expedite  the  carrying 

out  of  the  necessary  works  for  the  pro- 
j  taction  of  the  public. 
i 

j  Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  general  manager 
i  informs  me  that  the  companies  "  will  do 
j  whatever  is  possible  to  diminish  the  u> 
!  convenience  of  which  complaint  is  made,'' 
i  but  that,  for  financial  reasons,  they  would 
>  not  be  justified  just  at  present  in  carrying 
i  out  so  large  a  scheme  as  is  involved  i° 
\  the  plans  which  have  been  prepared.  A 
•  doubt  is  also  expressed  as  to  whether  the 

work    could    be    accomplished    without 

obtaining  further  express  Parliamentary 

powers. 

HIGHLAND  DEER  FORESTS. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lo* 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  tbft 
the  deer  forest  area  in  the  Highla^ 
crofting  counties  of  Argyll,  Invent 
Ross  and  Cromarty,  Caithness,  a*1 
Sutherland  has  been  largely  increa**2 
within  recent  years,  will  the  Secretary  f< 
Scotland,  with  a  view  to  placing  a  liti* 
on  the  afforestation  in  these  countfe 
consider  the  expediency  of  empower!" 


£1 


Qutdiom. 


{20  February  1900} 


Questions, 


f>82 


he  Crofter  Commission  to  determine  any 
ropoeed  afforestations  in  the  Highlands  1 

*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
rRAHAM  Murray,  Buteshire) :  No,  Sir. 

SCOTTISH  FISHERY  CRUISERS. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
ilvocate  if  he  will  state  the  names  and 
ationality  of  foreign  trawlers  observed 
v  the  Fishery  Board  cruisers  in  the 
tony  Firth  during  the  year  ending  3 1st 
December,  1899. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  I  am 
afonned  by  the  Fishery'  Board  that 
ming  the  year  1899  their  cruisers 
taerved  twenty -two  German,  ten  Belgian, 
ight  Danish,  five  French,  four  Dutch, 
ii  three  Norwegian  trawlers  working  in 
lie  Moray  Firth.  Some  of  these  were 
tarred  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
Hiile  others  were  seen  only  once.  I 
annot  give  all  their  names  in  the 
wwer  to  a  question,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  desires  to  have  them  he  can 
ipply  to  the  Scottish  Office. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Wl  the  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  waters 
ie  trawlers  were  found  in  )  Was  it  not 
At  high  sea  ? 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
tan.  Member,  if  he  looks  at  the  question, 
rill  find  it  deals  with  the  Moray  Firth. 

<C0TTISH      CONGESTED       DISTRICTS 
BOARD-HARBOUR    WORKS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Ukocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
ujder  the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands 
'^orkfi  Act,  1891,  it  was  the  practice  to 
aake  grants  in  aid  for  the  construction 
'  harbours  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the 
timated  cost  of  the  work,  will  he 
*piain  why  the  Congested  Districts 
wd,  which  now  undertake  work  for- 
■feriy  conducted  under  the  Act  above 
tferred  to,  have  in  some  instances 
gently  declined  to  make  a  grant  of  more 
W  one  third  of  the  estimated  cost  of 
to  work. 

^Mr.  A  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
Rested  Districts  Board  deal  with  the 
JPpGcations  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
^fember  on  their  merits,  ancf  do  not  con- 
*«f  they  are  bound  by  any  practice  that 
^y  have  previously  existed. 


INDICATOR  OF  LORDS  DEBATES. 

Mr.  RUTHERFORD  (Lancashire, 
Darwen) :  I  l>cg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  whether  an  indicator 
of  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords  can 
be  placed  in  some  convenient  part  of  the 
lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  question  of  supply- 
ing further  indicators  of  debates  in 
under  my  consideration.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, think  that  there  is  any  general 
demand  for  an  indicator  of  the  Lords' 
debates  ;  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
these  debates  are  not  of  frequent 
occurrence  or  of  prolonged  duration. 


POTTERY  FOR  THE  OFFICE  OF 
WORKS. 

Mr.  M'KENNA:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  official  ex- 
perts, that  only  pottery  in  which  the 
glaze  is  leadless  should  be  used  by  the 
Office  of  Works. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  I  issued  as 
long  ago  as  August  last  a  regulation 
that  all  articles  for  domestic  use  supplied 
under  contract  for  the  Public  Depart- 
ments, the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
such  of  the  Royal  Palaces  as  are  under 
my  charge,  shall  be  made  with  leadless 
glaze.  I  may  mention  that  my  depart- 
ment had  been  taking  experimental  steps 
in  this  direction  before  the  report  of  the 
Committee  referred  to ;  and  considerable 
advance  has  been  made  in  the  extension 
of  the  regulation  to  the  supply  of  earthen- 
ware, stoneware,  and  glazed  bricks  used 
for  sanitary  or  architectural  purposes, 
which  have  to  be  obtained  as  required  by 
the  surveyors  of  my  Department. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  :  Are  other  Depart- 
ments following  in  the  same  steps  ? 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  I  believe  so, 
but  I  can  only  answer  for  my  own. 


FOOT    AND    MOUTH    DISEASE    KEC.l 
LATIONS. 

Mr.  PRICE  (Norfolk,  E.) :  I  bog  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture whether,  in  the  event  of  there 
being  no  fresh  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth 
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disease  in   the  county  of  Norfolk  within 
the  present   week,    he  can    remove    the  | 
present  reHtrictions  from  all  the  districts 
scheduled,  or  at  all  events  from  some  of 
them. 

*Mk.  AKEK*S  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
Long)  :  My  right  hon.  friend  asks  me  to 
state  that  it  will  not  in  any  case  be  safe 
for  him  to  withdraw  all  restrictions  on 
,  the  movement  of  animals  in  the  scheduled 
district  or  any  part  thereof  so  soon  as  the  , 
end  of  the  present  week,  but  in  the  | 
absence  of  any  further  outbreak  of  the  ! 
disease  he  proposes  to  issue  an  order  to 
further  modify  those  restrictions  in  the 
course  of  a  (lay  or  two  with  a  view  to 
meet  the  more  pressing  cases  of  hardship 
and  difficulty  to  which  they  give  rise.  In 
the  meantime  it  is  most  satisfactory  to 
him  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  further 
extension    of    the   disease    has    lieen    re- 


ported. 

Mr.  STEVENSON   (Suffolk,   Eye):   I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  is  able  to  grant 
under  special  conditions  special   licences 
for  the  movement  of  stock  from  a  farm 
situated  outside  the  scheduled  area  into  a  , 
farm  situated  within  that  area,  in  cases  in  j 
which  it  is  shown   that  grazing  require-  ' 
ments  render  that  movement  necessary. 

Mn.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  -(for  Mr. 
Long)  :  My  right  hon.  friend  asks  me  to 
state  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  further 
outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in 
Norfolk,  he  proposes  to  issue  in  the  • 
course  of  a  day  or  two  a  further  order  : 
which  will  afford  relief  iii  cases  of  the 
cliiss  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers. 

Mil.  STEVENSON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ' 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ; 
whether  he  is  now  able  to  reconsider  the  ! 
area  of  the  scheduled  districts.  j 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr.  ! 
Long)  :  My  right  hon.  friend  asks  me  to  j 
say  that  he  does  not  consider  that  it  would 
be  safe  as  /et  for  him  to  reduce  the  area 
of  the  scheduled  district,  but,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  he  proposes  in  the  absence 
of  any  further  outbreak  of  the  disease  to 
further  modify  the  restrictions  in  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  can  comply  with  the  request 


of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Norfolk 
County   Council,   that  in   the  event  of 
there  being  no  fresh  outbreaks  of  foot 
and    mouth    disease   in    the   county    of 
Norfolk  the  scheduled  district  should   be 
reduced  by  omitting  the  petty  sessional 
di  visions  at  the  extremities,  viz. :  North 
and    South    Erpingham,    Forehoe,    and 
Diss,  as  these  areas  are  far  from  the  pre- 
sent seat  of  the  disease. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
Long)  :  My  right  hon.  friend  asks  me  to 
state  that  the  suggestion  of  Norfolk 
executive  committee  has  been  carefully 
considered,  but  he  does  not  consider  that 
it  would  be  safe  as  yet  for  him  to  reduce 
the  area  of  the  scheduled  district.  The 
further  order  which  he  hopes  to  l>e  «ble 
to  issue  in  the  course  of  the  next  day  or 
two  will  materially  reduce  the  hardship 
and  difficulty  to  which  the  restrictions 
give  rise. 

DISS  CATTLE  MAKKKT. 
Mr.  SOAxMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  t*> 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture whether  he  will  l>e  able  to  allow 
the  market  for  fat  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine  to  be  opened  on  Friday  next  in  the 
town  of  Diss,  which  is  al>out  25  miles 
distant  from  the  scene  of  any  outbreak 
of  foot  and  mouth  disease. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr- 
Long)  :  No,  Sir ;  my  right  hon.  friend 
informs  me  that  a  considerable  risk 
would  still  attend  the  holding  of  any 
market  in  the  scheduled  district,  and  he 
regrets  therefore  that  he  cannot  see  hi* 
way  to  make  any  concession  as  yet  >n 
favour  of  Diss. 


EARL  OF  GOS  FORDS  ESTATE. 
Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.):   I  \*f 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Irelapdr 
with  reference  to  the  appeals  against  ^e 
amount  of  the  value  of  several  holding 
on   the   estate   of  the   Earl   of  GosfoiJ* 
whether   the  appeals  were  made  to  **e 
Chief  Commissioner's  Court   against   fcj|e 
amount  of  the  true  value  fixed  by  *"e 
Sub-Commissioners ;  whether  the  law\  ** 
at  present,  obliges  the  Land  Commissi011 
to  fix  a  less  amount  for  the  true  ybX^ 
than  the  price  which  the  tenant  could   V 
competition  obtain  in  the  open  marks*  i 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  cases  °* 
I  Robert  Carlyle,  Stevenson,  G4enny,  $&* 
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l^atteraon  the  gross  amount  of  X765  j 
fixed  by  the  Sub-Commissioners  was  j 
reduced  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  to  j 
£>520 ;  and  whether  the  tenants  have  any  : 
remedy  or  are  entitled  to  any  compensa- 
tion  for  the  large  sum  of  which  they; 
tisive  been  thus  deprived  by  the  Appeal 
I  ^aiul  Commission. 

The    ATTORNEY    GENERAL   for: 
I  ICELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N\) :  There  were  five  cases  on  the  estate 
of  the  Earl  of  Gosford  in  which  appeals 
were  recently  heard  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission against  the  decisions  of  a  Sub- ! 
Commission  fixing  the  amounts  of  the  true 
values  of  the  holdings.    The  principles  on  j 
which  true  values  are  fixed,  and  on  which  , 
the  Land  Commission  acted,  arc  expressed  : 
in  the  judgment  of  one  of  the  memWs  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  reported  case 
of  Curneen  v.  Tottenham.     They  may  be  ' 
summarised  thus  :  The  relation  between 
the  true  value  which  the  landlord  must  < 
pay  and  the  full  price  which  the  tenant 
might   get  in  the  open  market  is  very  ; 
similar  to  that  which  exists  between  the  ' 
fair  rent  which  the  Land  Commission  is  . 
lound   to  fix  and  the  competition  rent  ; 
which  the  landlord  is  no  longer  at  liberty 
to  exact.      The   cross  amount  of    £7  6o 
fixed  by  the  SulvCommission  was  reduced 
kv  the"  Land  Commission  to  £620,  and 
r«ot  £520   as    erroneously   stated  in  the 
third  paragraph.     In  such  cases  the  loss  j 
wtfained  by  the  tenant  is  identical    in  ' 
character    with    that    sustained  by    the  i 
landlord  when    the    fair    rent  is    fixed.  . 
Neither  of  the  parties  has  any  remedy, 
ur  is   by     law    entitled    to    any    com-  ; 
Pulsation. 


EXTRA  POLICE  IN  COUNTY  MAYO. 
(>P,  AMBROSE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
thief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
'* Ireland  on  how  many  occasions  during 
the  last  two  years  extra  police  have  been 
'lifted  into  the  County  Mayo ;  what  is 
the  total  cost  of  such  extra  police ;  and 
how  many  have  been  so  drafted. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
f^LFOtR) :  Extra  police  have  been  drafted 
Jto  the  County  Mayo  on  two  occasions 
during  the  past  two  years.  A  draft,  cou- 
nting of  fifty  men,  was  sent  to  the 
**mty  on  the  4th  March,  1898,  and  this 
fojte  is  gtill  employed  there.  In  April, 
l^}  a  draft  of  one  head  constable  and 


twelve  men  was  sent  to  preserve  the 
peace  at  local  government  elections.  The- 
total  cost  of  the  force  of  fifty  men* 
employed  in  the  county  is  ,£3,446  5s.  per 
annum,  one-half  of  which  is  chargeable  to- 
the  county.  The  cost  of  drafting  the 
force  of  twelve  men  on  the  occasion  of 
the  elections  last  year  was  £21,  of  which 
a  sum  of  £3  16s.  Id.  has  been  charged' 
against  the  county. 

IRISH      URBAN      AUTHORITIES     HOR 
ROWING     POWERS. 

Mr.  SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  l>eg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  sum 
which  at  present  can  be  borrowed  by 
url>an  authorities  in  Ireland  for  public* 
purposes  is  limited  to  an  amount  equiva- 
lent to  double  the  valuation  of  buildings 
within  the  urban  district,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  double  of  one-fourth  of  the 
valuation  of  lands,  except  in  a  few- 
instances  in  which  they  have  obtained 
special  Acts  of  Parliament.  Whether 
this  fact  does  not  in  mam  cases  preclude 
these  authorities  from  undertaking 
schemes  for  water  supply,  drainage,  the 
better  housing  of  the  poor,  and  other 
improvements  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  and  also  from  purchasing  or  estal>- 
lishing  gas  or  electric  light  undertakings. 
And  whether,  in  the  Bill  to  amend  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  to  be 
introduced  by  the  Government,  the  law 
will  be  amended  so  as  to  exclude  from 
the  limitation  as  to  borrowing  all  moneys 
expended  for  reproductive  purposes,  such 
as   under  the    Housing  of   the  Working 

';  Classes    Act,    and    in    connection    with 

.  lighting. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  limit  of  borrowing  is 
correctly  stated  in  the  first  part   of   the 

,  question.  There  are  not  many  cases 
where  these  limits  have  been  found  to  have 

,  debarred  the  local  authorities  from  under- 
taking desirable  works,  but  when  this  has 
occurred   the    authorities    have    usually 

,  sought  an  extension  of  their  borrowing 
powers  by  private  Acts.     I  do  not  con- 

|  sider,  therefore,  that  the  fact  that  the 
limit  has  been  reached  in  a  few  excep- 

«  tional  cases  affords  sufficient  grounds  for 

|  removing  the  very  salutary   restrictions 

:  against    local   indebtedness   imposed   by 

!  Section  238   of  the  Public   Health  Act. 

j  1878.     The  answer  to  the  last  paragraph 

j  is  in  the  negative. 
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Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  As 
this  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance 
to  local  authorities  in  Ireland  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  facts  are  laid 
before  the  Government  which  show  that 
the  Act  is  practically  inoperative  because 
of  this  provision,  consider  the  advisability 
of  giving  the  powers  asked  for  in  a  new 

Act? 

i 

Mil  ATKINSON  :  I  can  make  no 
promise  until  I  hear  the  facts. 

IRISH   ASSIZES    AND    UIVIC 
DIGNITARIES. 

Mk.  PATRICK   O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  as 
representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  ' 
■can  explain  the  reason  why  the  Govern-  J 
ment  have  decided  to  omit  from  the  new 
commissions  issued  for  the  holding  of  the 
various  courts  of  assize  and  commissions 
of   oyer    and  terminer    in  Dublin   and 
other    cities     and    corporate    towns    of ; 
Ireland  the  names  of  the  lord   mayor  or 
mayors  of  such  places. 

The  following  questions  also  appeared  ; 
•on  the  Paper  on  the  same  subject : — 

Captain  DONELAN  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
letter  has  been  recently  addressed  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  Dublin,  from  the  Chief 
•Secretary's  Office,  Dublin  Castle,  stating 
that  the  new  commissions  issued  to  Her 
Majesty's  Judges  for  the  holding  of  the 
various  courts  of  assize  and  commissions  , 
in  Ireland  do  not  include  the  names  of ; 
lord  mayors  or  mayors ;  and  why  the 
usual  custom  has  been  departed  from  on 
the  present  occasion. 

Mr.    WILLIAM     REDMOND:     To 
-ask    the    Chief    Secretary   to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  the  new  Com- 
lmissions  to  Her  Majesty's  Judges  in  Ire- 
land for  the  holding  of  com  ts  and  assizes 
and    commissions    do    not   include    the ' 
names   of  the  lord  mayors  and  mayors ; 
and  whether  this  omission  will   be  recti-  i 
tied  in  view  of  the  feeling  upon  the  sub- 1 
ject  in  Dublin  and  elsewhere.  I 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal  j 
TOUR):  The  lord  niavorand  mayors  are  the 
chairmen  of  borough  councils,  and,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  controversy  has 
arisen  as  to  the  control  and  maintenance 


of  court  houses,  and  that  these  and  other 
questions  connected  with  local  govern- 
ment may  come  up  for  consideration  and 

•  decision  before  the  Commissioners  of 
!  Assize,   it  was  thought  desirable,  in   the 

interests  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
i  to  omit  from  the  commissions,  the  names 

•  of  gentlemen  who  might  have  a  direct 
1  official  or  personal  interest  in  matters  for 
!  decision.  The  change  made  has  no  other 
j  significance  whatever. 

|  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Is  it 
not  true  that  the  difficulties  to  which  the 
:  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  have 
.  not  existed  in  the  city  of  Dublin  ?  Could 
;  not  an  exception  easily  be  made  in  the 
i  case  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  that  city  t 

i      Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Is  it  not 
,  also  the   fact   that   the  position  of  the 
Mayor  of  Kilkenny  was  exactly  similar 
before  the  passing  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  ? 

Captain  DONELAN:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  course 
adopted  casts  a  slight  upon  popularly 
elected  chief  magistrates,  and  that  — 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

,  MR.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Is  it  in- 
tended that  this  exclusion  shall  be  per 

:  manent,  or  is  it  only  in  connection  witb. 
circumstances  which  exist  at  the  present 
moment  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  It  will  last  as  loiM* 
as  these  provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  are  in  force. 


LABOURERS     ACTS— INQUIRY     FO»* 
LONGFORD. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  t.**€ 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  *yi 
Ireland  when  the  inquiry  into  represent *** 
tions  recently  made  under  the  Labourer  *"* 
Acts  in  Longford  will  take  place;  a."* ,<: 
whether  the  necessary  notices  will  ^*€ 
given  before  1  st  March,  so  as  to  give  t  *ir 
labourers  whoso  applications  are  **K 
proved  a  chance  of  having  their  plots  *  " 
land  ready  for  the  spring  sowing. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  B/±  *' 
four):  The  new  improvement  scher**1* 
referred  to  in  this  question  has  not  y*^\ 
l)een  forwarded  by  the  District  Coun^*' 
for  the  approval  of  the  Local  Govenimc*,t 
Board.  When  received,  arrangement  ^* 
will  be  made  for  holding,  as  soon  as  pc*s*~ 
siblc,  the  requisite  local  inquiry  into  %t*c 
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matter.  In  any  case,  however,  possession 
of  the  plots  could  not  be  obtained  by  the 
IKstrict  Council  until  after  the  provisional 
order  becomes  absolute. 

ANNALY   ESTATE. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:    I  l>eg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  can  he 
state  the    number    of    tenants    on    the 
Annaly    (county   Longford)   estate   who 
liave  purchased  their  farms  through  the 
Laud  Commission  ;  whether  any  applica- 
tions were  refused  ;  and  if  so,  how  many 
and  on  what  grounds;  and  whether  in- 
quiry will  be  made  from  the  receiver  as 
to  hi*  reasons  for  not  carrying  into  effect 
the  promises  he  made  to  induce  tenants 
to  sign  undertakings   to  purchase  their 
farms   from    him,    which    undertakings, 
whilst  binding  the  tenants,  have  not  been 
given  effect  to  by  the  receiver. 

Mr.    ATKINSON:    The    number    of 

tenants  on  this  estate  who  have  purchased 

their  holdings  is  176.     These  were  the 

only  cases  in  which    applications  under 

the  rules  wei-e  lodged,  and,  consequently, 

>">  regular  applications  have  been  refused. 

Nith  regard  to  the  third  paragraph,  I 

*m  informed    that    no    charge    in    this 

"totter   has   l>eeii   preferred  against  the 

ttteiver.       Any  such   charge,   if   made, 

should  be  brought  Iwfore  the  land  judge 

to  whom   the  receiver  is  responsible.     I 

*»  not  propose,  therefore,  to  suggest  to 

tfi*  land  judge  that  an  inquiry  should  be 

■**kl  by   him    into    the  action    of    the 

^ceiver. 


KERRY    RAILWAY    CUARANTEE 
RATES. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
^**l  the  Chief   Secretary   to   the    Lord 
lieutenant    of   Ireland  whether   he  can 
^^ate  if   there   are  any  districts  in  the 
^»unty  of  Kerry  on  which  there  is  levied 
**    rate   of    over  2s.   in    the  £   for   the 
>*tsar  1899-1900  for  railway  guarantees; 
^*vl,  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  rate- 
Payers   of     Kerry    contribute    annually 
H»*out    £15,000    as     rates     levied     on 
Wttranteed  railways ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
*ne  Government  can  see  their  way,  either 
**y  a  free  grant  of  money  or  by  wiping 
°ut  a  portion  of  the  railway  indebtedness, 
*°  relieve  the  heavy  burden  of  taxation 
0,1  the  ratepayers. 

Mr,  ATKINSON    (for    Mr.    G.    \V. 
B±LF0UR):    The   rate   exceeds   2s.    for 


the  purpose  mentioned,  in  the  Barony 
of  Corkaguiny  only,  where  it  amounts  to 
28.    lOd.     The   gross   amount  presented 

'  for  railway  guarantees  during  the  present 
financial  year  in  Kerry  was  .£17,671,. 
which  amount,  however,  included  the 
Treasury  recoupment  of  £2,600,  so  that 

i  the  actual  amount  Y>orne  by  the  rates  was. 

,  £15,071.  Any  additional  contribution  to- 
the  county  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
58,  Sub-section  4,  of  the  I^ocal  Govern- 
ment Act,  1898,  in  respect  of  railway 
guarantees,  will  not  be  payable  until  after 
the  3Lst  March  proximo.  The  Govern- 
ment do  not  propose  to  take  any  further 
action  in  the  direction  suggested  in  the 
question. 

PINK  KYK. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  On  lwhalf 
of  the  hon.  Meml>er  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  disease  of  pink  eye  has 
l>ceii  introduced  into  Ireland  by  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  horses,  and  whether  he 
will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made ;  and  whether 
any  steps  have  l>een  taken  by  the  authori- 
ties to  cope  with  this  outbreak  and  to- 
prevent  the  spread  and  assist  in  the  cure 
of  this  epidemic. 

Tiik  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the. 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE. 
*x)K  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plvnkett,  Dublin 
County,  S.) :  The  disease  known  as  pink 
eve  has  existed  in  Ireland  for  a  consider- 
able period,  and  the  diseu.se  also  exists  in 
Great  Britain.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  outbreak  in  and  al>out  Dublin  this 
season  was  due  to  the  importation  of 
horses  from  the  United  States  via  Liver- 
pool, but  though  there  is  no  available 
evidence  that  such  is  the  case,  inquiries 
are  being  pursued  in  the  matter  and  as 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  prevails  generally. 
Pink  eye  is  not  scheduled  as  a  disease 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  and 
the  Veterinary  Department  has  been 
advised  that  it  would  not  !>e  expedient,, 
at  present,  to  issue  any  order  on  the 
subject.  The  disease  is  engaging  the 
careful  attention  of  the  authorities. 


IRISH  AGRICULTURAL    DEPARTMENT 
-APPOINTMENT  OF  SECRETARY. 
Mk.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid) :  On 
behalf  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Dublin.  University,  I 
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TREASURY   CONTROL. 
GIBSON    BOWLES :  I    beg 


fceg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Agri- 1 

cultural  Department  for  Ireland  whether  j      Mu    GIBSON    BOWLES  :  I    beg  to 

Any  ap]x>iiitnient  has  been  made  to  the  j  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  lias 

office  of  Secretary    of  the   said   Depart-  j  the  Treasury  during  the  current  financial 

ment  ;    and    can  he   state  by  whom  the  j  year  refused  to  give  Treasury  sanction, 

*aid   appointment   is   made,  and  what  is  ■  when  such  sanction  was   applied  for  by 

the  salary  attached  to  this  office.  ]  the  departments  concerned,  to  extra  cx- 

.Vr  xrx^ivrvn     r,,,  .      c        ,  i  penditure   which  such  departments     de- 

Mu.  PLUNKKTr:   Ihe  post  referred:^    ^  ^  m  ^  the  •_ 

to  has  been  offered  to  and  accepted  by  ;  rf        of   trangport    of  the    purchase    of 

Mr.  Thomas  P.  Gill.     The  appointment    t  ort  aninVai;  0r  transport  material, 

has    been  made   by    the Department,  to  ;  op  -^ ^  rf  ^ e purcha8e  0f  provisions, 

take   eftoct   as  from  April  1.     The  salary  |  arma     nLnnir.inn     *lnth,W    or    «miin- 


.has  been  fixed  by  the  Treasury  at  £1,300 


I  beg| 


CARBOLIC  ACID. 

*Sir  UUTHBEUT  QUILTER: 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
he  could  explain  to  the  House  the  circum- 
stances which  have  influenced  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  to  authorise  Her 
Majesty's  Board  of  Customs  to  allow, 
ujx)ii  certain  conditions,  the  exportation 
of  carbolic  acid  and  other  similar  articles, 
the  exportation  of  which  was  recently 
strictly  prohibited  by  Royal  Proclama- 
tion ;  whether  the  bulk  of  these  articles 
is  exported  in  a  crude  state  and  is  refined 
on  the  Continent  (frequently  being  mixed 
with  other  raw  material  produced  there), 
.so  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  trace  the 
ultimate  destination  of  any  particular  con- 
signment after  it  has  been  refined  or 
♦converted  ;  and  whether,  as  the  object  of 
that  proclamation  was  to  prevent  articles 
which  are  capable  of  being  converted  into 
lyddite,  melinite,  and  other  high  explo- 
sives, and  for  the  supply  of  which  Con- 
tinental and  other  nations  mainly  rely 
upon  this  country,  from  reaching  the 
Queen's  enemies  he  will  rigidly  enforce 
the  original  terms  of  the*  Royal  Pro- 
clamation. 

Mu.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  1  am  informed 
that  very  careful  inquiry  was  made  into 
the  export  trade  in  carbolic  acid  and 
other  similar  articles.  It  was  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Government  that 
there  was  a  large  and  innocent  trade  in 
these  articles  in  foreign  countries  and 
in  the  colonies  with  which  it  is  clearly 
inexpedient  to  interfere  The  destination 
of  the<<e  consignments  can  bo  traced  very 
accurately  ;  indeed,  a  large  proportion  of 


arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  equip- 
ment to  meet  the  emergency  created 
by  the  situation  of  affairs  in  South  Africa  ; 
if  so,  can  he  say,  roughly,  in  respect  of 
how  many  millions  of  pounds  worth  of 
Treasury  tf  ■  P1"0!*086^  expenditure  Treasury  sanction 
'  was  refused,  and  generally  in  respect  of 
what  kind  of  expenditure,  and  at  what 
dates. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  already  answered  this  ques- 
tion, and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  repeat- 
ing that  answer.*  It  is  in  the  negative. 
I  think  it  is  not  very  expedient  that  we 
should  in  this  House,  by  way  of  ques- 
tion and  answer,  or  otherwise,  discuss 
the  relations  between  the  various  office* 
of  the  Government. 

WAR  OFFICE— SUGGESTED  COM 
MITTEK    OF     INQUIRY. 

Sir  J.  W.  MACLURE  (Lancashire, 
Stretford) :  1  l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will  consent 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  manner  in 
which  various  departments  of  the  W*& 
Office  under  the  present  system  are  now 
conducted. 

Mu.    A.    J.    RALFOUft :    My    Won. 
:  friend  will  probably  agree  with  me  tt^lt 
this  is  not  a  very  fortunate  moment     t° 
I  8UK£est  tnt-  inquiry  he  desires. 

(ABLE  COMPANIES  -GOVERNME>  r 
CONTROL  OF  AGREEMENTS. 
|  *Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  I  bejX  *] 
!  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasi*^! 
;  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  v*^1*1 
consider  the  desirability  of  withhold!  **£ 
■  their   sanction    from   future   agreeme**^ 


the  exported  material  comes  back  to  this  |  between  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Comp**V 
*  -       ■  -  .      .  auc|  tne  subsidiary   companies  and    C- n 


country.        My    hon.    friend    may    rest , 
assured  that  the  instructions  which  have  :  Cape,    Indian 
been  given  will  not  in  any  way  defeat  the  j     *  $^ 
object  of  the  proclamation.  |  Series]. 


and    Australian  Grove  *rt1' 
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niente  until     Parliament    has    had    an 
opportunity  of  taking  cognisance  of  them  ; 
and  whether,   if  the  Government  have  ! 
no  control  over  these  conventions  so  far  ! 
as  regards   the   colonies,    Her   Majesty's  ; 
Government    would    point    out    to   the 
colonial    Governments     concerned     the 
expediency  of  attaining  from  any   final 
decision  until   an   Imperial   policy   of  a 
comprehensive  nature,  embracing  colonial  ! 
interests,  has  )>een  formulated  by   Parlia- 
ment in  the  course  of  this  session. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  my 
hon.  friend  will  see  that  the  matter  to  ; 
which  he  calls  attention  in  this  question  , 
L»  one  which  cannot  really  bo  dealt  with 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  alone.  It  is 
a  matter  for  negotiation  between  the  self- 
governing  colonies  and  the  home  Govern- 
ment. 

*Sm  EDWARD  SASSOON :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  time  for  the 
<li*cussion  of  the  subject  I 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  are 
opportunities  which  my  hon.  friend 
shares  with  other  memlwrs  for  bringing 
the  matter  liefore  the  House,  but  I 
cannot  give  him  any  of  the  Government , 
time  at  our  disposal. 

NEW   LONDON    BOROUGHS. 
Captain   NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
alterations  made  by  the  Boundary  Com- 
missioners, with  reference  to  the  recently 
<*eated  boroughs,  as  governing  the  limits 
°f  the  Parliamentary   divisions   of    the 
Metropolis,  are  to  be  enacted  this  session  ; 
Anil  whether  opportunity  will  be  afforded  ' 
t0  the  inhabitants  of  the  areas  affected  of 
Rising  objections  to.  the  proposed  altera- ' 
tioiw. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Mt'mber  will  see  by  a  reference  to  the 
£<*  that  Parliamentary  boroughs  cannot 
**  altered  by  the  Act  of  last  year,  which 
^■Lv  deals  with  municipal  areas. 

Mr,  LOUGH:  Is  it  the  intention  of 
*he  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
^ter  the  Parliamentary  boroughs  to 
^ffespond  with  the  municipal  boroughs  ? 

%  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No,  not  now. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
tnIr.    D.     A.      THOMAS      (Merthyr 
Wvil) :  I   beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 


of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  the  event  of 
any  opposition  being  raised  to  the  Conso- 
lidated Fund  Bill,  which  is  down  as  first 
Order,  he  will  seriously  proceed  with  it. 

If  he  does (the  hon.  Member  shrugged 

his  shoulders  and  resumed  his  seat.) 

Mr.  A.  .!.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  under 
stand  the  hon.  Memlier. 

Mr.  I).  A.  THOMAS:  \i  so,  1  shall 
consider  the  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  most  serious  breach  of  his 
engagement  that  time  would  be  given  for 
the  discussion  of  the  motion  on  the 
Jameson  raid. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  1  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  understands  the 
words  he  is  using.  I  gave  the  House  on 
more  than  one  occasion  to  understand 
that,  if  it  should  Ik*  felt  necessary  to 
raise  a  deliate  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
Bill,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  con- 
venience of  public  business  to  take  a 
morning  sitting  on  Tuesday.  If  that 
were  done  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
have  been  able  to  bring  on  his  motion 
before  nine  o'clock,  and,  as  I  do  not 
apprehend  there  will  he  permitted  any 
long  discussion  on  this  Bill,  I  do  not  think 
putting  it  down  as  the  first  Order  will 
seriously  inconvenience  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEJLL  (Donegal  S.): 
1  Who  is  to  "  permit  "  the  discussion  ? 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
it  is  not  necessary  under  the  Act  that 
Ways  and  Means  should  be  passed  at 
or.ee  i     The  words  are 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  '.      The 
hon.  Member  is  now  giving  a  lecture  on 
,  procedure. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
|  When  will  the  Companies  Bill  be  taken  i 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  infor- 
!  mation  at  the  present  moment. 

1  Sir  HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNER 
,  MAN  (Stirling  Burghs) :  What  will  the 
\  business  be  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
;  next  ? 

Mr.  A.  .1.  BALFOUR:  On  Thursday 
the  Civil  Service  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates will  be  taken,  and  I  hope  the  Vote 
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on  Account  will  be  ready  to  be  taken  on 
Friday.  * 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  When  will  the 
Third  Reading  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
Bill  be  taken  ? 

-    Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Thursday. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  Will  it  be  the  first 
Order  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Probably  it 
will,  but  I  ejuinot  say  definitely. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Without 
entering  into  any  controversy  as  to 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
justified  in  taking  the  Consolidated  Fund 
Bill  as  the  first  Order,  although  I  have  my 
own  view  upon  the  matter,  I  desire  to  say 
that  inasmuch  as  the  Irish  Meml>ers  are 
interested  in  the  debate  which  is  coming 
on,  they  will  not  stand  in  the  way  by 
raising  a  discussion  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill.  They 
will  content  themselves  by  taking  a 
division. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  With  refe- 
rence to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 
ment that  it  is  inconvenient  to  discuss 
the  relations  of  the  Treasury  with  other 
Government  Departments,  may  I  ask  if  he 
proposes  to  take  from  me  the  Tuesday  I 
have  obtained  for  that  discussion  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


SWORN. 
Earle     Welby, 
baronet,  C.B.,  for  the  County  of  Notting- 
ham (Newark  Division). 


NEW    MEMBER 
Sir    Charles    Glynne 


NEW  BIIJJ*. 


CHEAP  TRAINS  (No.  2). 
Bill  relating  to  Cheap  Trains  for  the 
working  classes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Buxton,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Sir  Frederick  Dixon- Hartland, 
Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Maddi- 
son,  and  Mr.  Steadman. 


CHEAP  TRAINS  (No.  2)  BILL. 
"Relating  to  Cheap  Trains  for  du 
Working  Classes,"  presented,  and  reac 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  tam< 
upon  Wednesday,  28th  March,  and  to  h 
printed.     [Bill  94.] 

CROFTERS'     HOLDINGS     (SCOTLAND 
ACT    (1886)    AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Crofters'  Holding 
(Scotland)  Act,  1886,  ordered  to  b 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Weir,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr 
Caldwell,  Mr.  Hedderwick,  Sir  Leonan 
Lyell,  and  Sir  William  Wedderburn. 

CROFTERS'      HOLDINGS     (SCOTLAND 
ACT  (1886)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

J      "To  amend    the    Crofters'   Holding 

1  (Scotland)    Act,    1886,"  presented,  am 

read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  aecon 

time  upon   Wednesday,   28th  February 

and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  95.  J 

SCHOOL  BOARD   ELECTORATE   (SCOT 
LAND). 

Bill  to  admit  to  the  School  Boan 
Electorate  in  Scotland  all  persons  entitle* 
to  vote  for  the  County  Council  Election 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Weir,  Mr 
James  Baillia,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Hedder 
wick,  Mr.  Nicol,  and  Sir  William  Wedder 
burn. 

SCHOOL   BOARD   ELECTORATE  (SCOT 
LAND)  BILL. 

"To  admit  to  the  School  Boarc 
Electorate  in  Scotland  all  persons  entitled 
to  vote  for  the  County  Council  Election,' 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
28th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  96.] 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  288 ;  Noes, 
37.     (Division  List  No.  28.) 
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Fry,  Lewis      • 
Gedge  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goret,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnG.J.(StGeorge's 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,*  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Chas.  H. 
H elder,  Augustus 
I  Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staffs.) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,Hon.  James  HenryCecil 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
J  essel, Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnson- Ferguson,  JabezEdw. 
Johnson,  William  (Belfast) 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn.SirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Ken  yon.  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durnimj-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erekine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.(  Evesham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Ijowe,  Francis  William 
Lowt her,Rt. Hon.  James  (Kent 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  .fames  Mackenzie 
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Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  William(Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  ( Edinburgh, W.) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.J.W.(Yorks.> 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.)' 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptfd 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.(  Devon  port  > 
Moulton.  John  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  George 
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Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
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Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
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On*-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn, John 

Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorkshire) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Roliert 
Pyin,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Reid,  Sir  Rol«rt  Threshie 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'ly 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  \\ . 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rolierts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rothschild,  Hon.  L.  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Runriman,  Walter 
Russell,Gen.F.S.(Cheltenhm.) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  fidward  Albert 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William  Edw.  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair.  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
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Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
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Speocer,  Ernest 
^Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  McT. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachev,  Edward 
"Strutt,  Irion.  Charles  Hedley 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Ten  nan  t,  Harold  .John 
Thomas,  AlfrediGlamorean ,  E. 
Thomas,  David  A 1  f  red  ( >lerthyr 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
To.nlinson,  Wm.  Ed w.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 


Abraham.  William  (Cork,N.E. 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Hlake,  Edward 

Carvill,  Patrick  (1.  Hamilton 

Charming,  Fraociw  A  listen 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Oean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


{COMMONS} 

i  Vincent,  Sir  EdgSr  (Exeter)      i 
\Valton,JohnLawHon(Leeds,S. 

1  Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley)        I 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie  *  I 

Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warner,TliomasCourtenayT.  ' 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick       ' 
Wason,  Eugene  I 

Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  (Calloway 
Welby,  Lt.-Col.  ACE(Taunton 
Welby,SiK'harlesG. E.  (Notts. 
Wentworth,  Kruce  C.  Yernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
W ill  iams,  J  oseph  Powell  -  (Bir m 

NOES. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
I  Fox,  Dr.  .Joseph  Francis 
I  Hayden,  John  Patrick 
|  Hogan,  .lames  Francis 
i  Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (CumbTnd 

Lloyd-George,  David 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

MacDonnell,Dr.  M.  A.(Qns.Co. 

MacXeill,  John  (J onion  Swift 

M'Ghee,  Hiclmrd 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


Jameson  Raid. 


600 


Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
WTilson,  J.  W.  (Wor'shire,  X.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hon  ER.(Bath 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arey 
Verburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,E.) 
Younger,  William 
Tellers   for   the    Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond   a&rf 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Malley,  WUliam 
Power,  i'atrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Redmond.  William  (Clare) 
Roberts  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tully,  Jasper 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,' East) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Captain  Done  Ian  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 1 
mitted  for  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  ' 
•clock. 


SOUTH      AFRICAN     REPUBLIC    (COM-  ' 
MrTTEE    OF    INQUIRY      INTO     THE 
RAID,  1897). 

*Mr.      D.     A.      THOMAS     (Merthyr1 
Tydvil) :    A    charge    very     often    urged 
■against   discussions   initiated   by  private  : 
Members  on   Tuesday  afternoons  is  that  | 
such    discussions   are    not    of    sufficient 

feneral  interest  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  : 
louse,  that  they  are  often  academical  in 
character,  and  that  they  are  of  no  practi-  - 
e:U  value.       I    do   not    think    that    that  j 
charge  can  fairly  he  brought  against  the 
subject-matter  of   the  motion   I  have  to 
move  this  afternoon.  The  general  interest ' 
within   the    House  is  evidenced   by  the  - 
crowded   appearance  of  the    Benches   at 
present.     The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  i 
has  acknowledged  the  interest  taken  in  , 
this  motion  by  reserving  this  day  for  the 
general    massacre    of    private    Members' 
Tuesdays.     I  should  like  to  take  this,  the  ■ 
very  earliest  opportunity,  of  apologising  j 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  what  he  \ 
evidently   thought  was   a  charge  against 
him  of  breach  of  faith  just  now.     I  can  I 
-assure  him    there  is   no  man   on    either  . 
*<ide  of  the  House*  in  whose  faith  I  place  !. 


greater  confidence.  If  anything  were 
wanted  to  add  interest  to  tfiis  discussion 
it  is  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Colonial  Secretary  has  reserved 
until  to-day  the  reply  he  proposed  to 
make  to  certain  criticisms  that  were  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouthshire  in  the  debate 
upon  the  Address  Here  again,  before  I 
go  further,  I  would  like  to  say  that  much 
of  what  I  have  to  say  this  afternoon  nil! 
be  directed  personally  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I 
wish  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
the  personal  element,  but  I  shall 
have  to  say  a  good  deal  with  regard  to 
the  department  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  desire,  therefore,  to  assure  bin1 
that,  in  all  1  have  to  say  in  moving 
this  motion,  I  am  not  .actuated  by  nitf 
curiosity,  spiteful  or  otherwise,  or  by  &nX 
personal  animosity  towards  himself.  ^n 
fact,  for  many  qualities  in  his  charajcter 
I  have  the  greatest  admiration,  and  I  *?} 
sure  the  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  vrv* 
bear  me  out  that  upon  more  than  onj 
occasion  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  def0|,f* 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  against  accu**" 
tions  brought  by  those  on  his  own  aid;*- 
I  say  that  the  interest  taken  in  tbi* 
motion  inside  the  House  is  very  large!/ 
recognised  by  all  members  on   the  o"d 
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side  or  on  the  other,  whether  they  agree  i 
with  me.  in  the  motion  or  not.     As  to  the  ' 
interest  taken   outside  the  House,   that ,' 
also  is  indisputable.      There  can  be  no  ; 
question  that  the  inconclusive  and  feeble  i 
character  of    the  report  of    the  Select 
Committee  of  1897  created  in  the  public  ' 
mind  a  sense  of  disappointment,  ana  that 
sense  £>i  disappointment  deepened  into  a 
sense  of  lively  disgust  when  it  was  found 
that,  feeble  as   the  conclusions  of  that 
report  were,  those  conclusions  were  not 
followed  by  any  action  on  the  part  of  the 
responsible  Government  of  the  day.   That 
feeling  outside,  which  I  maintain  has  never 
wavered,  has  deepened  into  a  sense  of  the 
most  profound  indignation — f  "No,  no"] — 
I  say  it  deepened  into  a  sense  of  profound 
indignation  when    the    disclosures  were 
made  public  by  the  Independanre  llrlcje,  a 
newspaper  of    unquestionable   character. 
I       I  we   the    right    hon.    Gentleman    the 
Colonial  Secretary  smiles  at  that.     I  do 
not  know   what   is   in    his  mind,  but  I 
should   like    to    say,    in     passing,   that 
we  are  not  concerned   as  to  the  means 
l>y  which    these    disclosures    were     ob- 
tained.     That  is  a   matter   which   may 
concern  very  deeply  others,  but  1  do  not 
think  it  concerns  this  House.     The  fact 
we  have  to   consider  here  is  that  these 
itiselo9ures  have  l>een  made  public — not, 
perhaps,  as  widely  public  as  they  might 
We  been,  but  still  public — and  what  we 
*c  concerned  with  is  not  as  to  how  the 
<tauments    were     obtained     from     Mr. 
Hawksley,   but  as  to  whether   they  are 
authentic  or  not.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
toaii  smiles,   but  he   has  admitted   that 
*tone  of  these  documents  at  any  rate  are 
W  only  authentic,  that  the  letters  from 
Mr.  Fairfield  to  Mr.   Hawksley  may  not 
fe  aMutely  accurate,  but  they  are  sub- 
Htantially  so,  and  that  they  were  written 
lu»der  his  instructions.     I  say  that  these 
disclosures  lend  additional  colour  to  the 
"topicions  that  are  so  widely  rife,  and, 
twre.  than  that,  I  say  they  impugn  very  , 
^riously   the   impartiality   of  the   Corn- 
et** that  was  appointed  in   1897,  and, 
1,1  so    doing,    they    reflect     upon    the 
character  and  reputation  of  this  House,  j 
atol  through     this     House     upon     the 
^Wacter    and    honour    of    the     nation. 
1°  moving  this  resolution  I  take  my  stand 
upon  that  ground,  and  that  ground  alone,  ' 
*J*t  the  honour  and  reputation  of  this 
"°uae  and  the  character  of  this  country 
**  involved  in  the  disclosures  that  have 
lieeamade.     Under  these  circumstances, 


I  maintain  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
nation,  of  this  House,  and  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  that  there  should 
be  not  such  an  inquiry  as  was  instituted 
in  1897,  but  a  full  and  searching  inquiry 
by  some  impartial  and  independent 
tribunal,  so  as  to  lay  for  ever  at  rest, 
one  way  or  the  other,  the  sus- 
picions, imputations  and  allegations 
which  have  been  levelled  against  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Department. 
One  of  the  most  serious  of  the  allegations 
is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Department 
of  which  he  is  the  head  were  implicated 
and  involved  in  the  conspiracy  that 
eventuated  in  that  piece  of  criminal  folly, 
the  Jameson  raid.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has  described  that  as  a  most  unfortunate 
and  ill-omened  enterprise.  1  think  we 
may  go  a  good  deal  further  and  speak  of 
it  as  a  miserable  and  contemptible  piece 
of  business,  which  to-day  no  one  in  the 
House  and  no  reasonable  being  in  the 
country  would  be  found  to  justify  or  to 
even  condone.  1  wish  to  separate  entirely 
this  discussion  from  what  is  going  on  in 
South  Africa  at  present,  but  unquestion- 
ably the  importance  of  probing  to  the 
very  root  of  this  matter  is  that  in  the 
minds,  at  any  rate  of  a  large  section  of 
the  public,  is  the  opinion  that  that  miser- 
able and  contemptible  piece  of  business  is 
largely  responsible  for  the  position  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  to-day  in  South 
Africa.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  admitted 
that  that  business  hampered  the  Govern- 
ment at  every  turn,  that  it  tied  their 
hands  and  closed  their  mouths,  and  that 
they  were  helpless  in  the  face  of  the 
argument  grounded  on  the  raid.  But  I 
wish  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  associa ting 
the  position  in  South  Africa  to-day  and 
the  motion  I  am  bringing  forward.  1 
think,  however,  1  am  entitled  to  say  that 
having  regard  to  the  suspicions  that 
existed  in  the  minds  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  South  African  Republic 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  deeply  impli- 
cated in  the  raid,  it  is  very  unfor- 
tunate -and  I  know  that  this  opinion 
is  not  confined  to  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  is  largely  shared  by  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
-["  No,  no ! "] — I  know  they  are  not  likely 
to  give  it  expression  ;  one  hon.  Member, 
Sir  Edward  Clarke,  did  give  expression  to 
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it,  and  he  is  no  longer  a  Member  of  the  j  particularly.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "  Ohr 
House.  That,  of  course,  is  a  warning  to  Oh  ! "]  Yes,  but  I  am  going  to  comment 
them  ;  but  1  know  that  in  Unionist  circles  upon  it.  In  the  same  speech  the  right 
the  opinion  is  largely  shared  that  it  is  |  hon.  Gentleman  continues  — 
unfortunate  that  the  'negotiations  pieced- 1  „The  hon  Memher  who  moved  the  Amend. 
nig  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  I  „ient  referred  to  rumours  current  during  the 

* 1--~i— J  1  --  -4-1-    v — -*—  *"****--    1  -  -*  £ — *L '^ action  and 

ignore 

person  in 

at  I  knew 

I  of  the  intended  raid  and  was  cognisant  of  that 

i  mid  beforehand,  or  that  1  did  not  take  every 

|  .step  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  raid  and  to- 

turn  it  Ikjlck  after  it  commenced— if  there  be 


any  such  person,  then  1  have,  above  all  persona 
in  the  House,  the  most  reason  to  desire  inquiry. 
!  But  I  endeavour  to  put  aside  all  personal  con- 
sideration, and  must  then  say  to  the  House,  in 
lii  :  mv  portion  as  Colonial  Secretary,  that  un-' 
snouia  |  d(mi>te<iiv  t|,e  situation  in  South  Africa  at  the 


Department  ;     they    more    properly    fell 

within  the  scope  of  the  Foreign  Office, 

where  they  would  have  been  conducted 

by  Lord  Salisbury,  against   whom  there 

was  no  suspicion,  and  not  by  the  Colonial 

Secretary,  against    whom  there  was  the 

gravest  suspicion.     If  that  had  been  the 

case,  I  think  it   is  very  likely  we 

not  have  found  ourselves  to-day  at  war  |  pNw^"atiiiVo  "giveH   cause   for   considerable 

with    the   Transvaal   Republic.       I  make    anxiety.     Although  the  House  will  be  placing 

no  apologv  for  bringing  this  question  on  !  a  Krea\  responsibility  upon  its  shoulder*,  T 

at  thp  iiroqpiit  tinip"    I  around  mv  apfinn     believe  it  will  show  itself  quite  able  to  deal 

at  the  pi  t  sent  time.      1  giouna  m\  action  ■  with  it  in  a  Ilianiier  satisfactory  to  the  countnv 

upon  the  conviction   that  the  honour  and  I  and  that  this  inquiry  may,  therefore,  result  in 

reputation   of   this   country    and  of    this  ,  securing  that  object  which  we  all   have  at 

House  are   at   stake,  and   I   sav  that  the    heart,  that  is,  allaying  and  not  increasing  the 

most    opportune    moment    for    bringing    *™™\V?'  "'^  "^   "*    ^  ^"^^  *"" 

forward    any   matter    dealing    with  the  j 

honour   and  reputation  of  this  House  is  !  If  that  be  true  then,  it  is  doubly  true  to- 

the  earliest  opportunity   upon    which  it  \  day.     At  that  time   things  were  rather 

can     possibly   be    brought     forward.       I    hanging  in  the  balance   and   were   in  a 


wish  to  support  the  opportuneness  of 
the  motion  by  a  quotation  from  a  speech 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  on  the  29th 
January,  1897,  when  an  Amendment  was 
moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff.  I 
am  afraid  that  I  shall  have  to  quote 
largely  from  some  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's speeches  in  the  past,  and  I  hope 
hon.  Members  will  grant  me  their  in- 
dulgence. Upon  that  occasion  the 
Colonial  Secretary  said 

•*  I  am  glad  to  know  that  it  i*  the  desire  of 
all  sections  of  this  House  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  allay,  the  feeling'  of  race 
animosity  in  South  Africa,  and  to  promote 
those  good  relations  between  the  Dutch  ami 
the  Knjdish  there  without  which  the  jieace  and 
prosperity  of  the  country  are  uhsolutely  im- 
|K>ssible.  Now.  that  is  iny'i>oliey,  that  has  l>een 
my  policy,  and  that  will  l>e  my  ]K>licy  con- 
sistently so  long  as  I  have  the  honour  to  hold 
my  present  otlioe.  I  have  not  always  been 
able  to  pursue  that  policy  by  the  same  means, 
but  my  policy,  and  the  ]Ki]icy  anyone  in  my 
]M)sition  must  forward,  has  for  its  primary 
object  to  remove  causes  of  disagreement 
between  the  Dutch  and  English  inhabitants  of 
South  Africa." 

"  Fn  dealing  with  matters  at  this  juncture  I 
am  myself  in  a  difficult  ]>osition.  and  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  show  me  every  considera- 
tion.    I  am  not  altogether  disinterested." 

I  wish  the  House  to  note  that  last  sentence 
Mr.  I).  A.  Thomas. 


critical   stage,   but   to-day    that  stage  » 
passed,  war    has    broken    out,    and    no 
harm  can  come  of  it.     I  say,  therefore, 
that    the    right    hon.    Gentleman    him- 
self   is    doubly    interested,    and   if  this 
motion  does  no  good  on  the  ground  thfr 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mentioned,  it  can  at 
least  do  no  harm.      I  believe  myself  it 
will  do  good  if  a  Committee  of  inquiry  is- 
appointed,  localise  by  its  appointment  the 
Government  would  show  a  desire  to  probe 
this  matter  to  the   bottom,  and  that  can 
have  nothing  but  a  beneficial  effect  upon 
those  with  whom  we  are  engaged  in  vrar 
at  the  present  moment.      In  asking    for 
this  inquiry  my  task  has  been  rendered 
far  more  easy  by  a  precedent  of  the  HoU»® 
of  Commons  in  1888  which  I  propose  to 
follow  very  closely.     In   1888,  as  m&nJ 
hon.  Members  will  remember,  there  mr^* 
serious  charges  made   against  a  Mem!**' 
of   this    House   against   the  leader  of  a 
great  and  historic  party,  and  it  was  f  er. 
that  these  charges  ought  to   be  inqui*"6*^ 
into,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to    #a 
unanswered   for    the   reputation    of    *Je 
House  itself.     The    Bill   was   called   &he 
Charges  and  Allegations  Bill.     If  it  **** 
important  in  the  mind  of  the  Governm^/1 . 
of  the  day,  and  in  the  mind  of  the  Colon*** 
Secretary,that  those  allegations  and  charge0. 
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•againstapri  vate  Member  should  be  inquired    l>of  ore  the  inquiry  of  1 897  went,  that  there 
into  and  set  at  rest  one  way  or  the  other,    is  any  proof  whatever  that  the  right  hon. 
it  is  far  more  important  that  the  charges    Gentleman   knew   of  the   actual  raid  or 
And  suspicions  that  are  rife  and  rampant    that   it   was  going  to  take  place.     It  is 
with  regard  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman    enough    for    my   purpose    to    say   that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  should  be  inquired    there   are    grave    suspicions    anent    the 
into.      Mr.    Parnell  was  only  a  private    Colonial  Office     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Member  of  this  House,  but  the  right  hon.    man    himself    has    admitted   them,   and 
Gentleman  occupies  a  far  different  posi- ;  the  First   Lonl  of  the  Treasury  has  also 
don.     He  is  not  only  a  member  of  the    admitted   them   by   his  speech  at    Man- 
Cabinet,  but  a  very  prominent  and  lead-    chester,  which,    if  it  means  anything  at 
ing  member  of  the  Cabinet.     I  say  again    all,  must  mean  that   there  are  suspicions 
that  my    task   has  been  rendered   more    in  connection  with  the  raid  so  strong  as 
easy  by  what  was  said  upon  that  occa-    to  hamper  the  action  of  the  Government. 
sion,  and  by  the  precedent  set  up  which    [Ministerial  cries  of  '•  No.  no  !  r]     Hon. 
was  so  eloquently  supported  by  the  right    Members  opposite  will  have  an  opportunity 
bou.  Gentleman  himself.     The  quotations    of  replying.  I  say  it  is  enough  forme  that 
1  shall  have  to  make  from  the  right  hon.    suspicion  is  widely  rife  in  the  country  at 
Gentleman     will     shorten     my    speech,    the   present   time,    and    that    there    are 
because  he  is  a  master  of  language,  and    reasonable  grounds  for  the  suspicion  that 
be   is  able   to   express    what  I    should    the  Colonial  Secretary  knew  a  great  deal 
like  to  express  so  much  more  eloquently    more  about  that  conspiracy  than  has  been 
than  I  could  hope  to  do  that  I  propose    made  public.     [Ministerial  interruptions.] 
adopting   his   words  as   my    own,    only    1  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  but  I 
acknowledging   my  indebtedness  to  him    can  assure  hon.  Members  opposite  that  I 
whenever  I  do  so.     Following  the  prece-    am  not  going  to  be  deterred  from  saying 
dent  referred   to,  I  must  not   prejudge    what  1  nave  to    say    by  any   interrup- 
ts case.     I   am   asking  for  an  inquiry,    tions  they  may  make.  It  may  be  said  that 
*wl    I     do     not     desire      to      express    we  have  had  an  inquiry.     The  right  hon. 
»y  opinion  as  to   whether  the  charges  ,  Gentleman  himself  has  argued   so.     He 
«d  allegations  made  are  true  or  not.     I    said  it  was  an  impartial  inquiry,  and  that 
wpress  no  opinion  upon  that.     Not  only    the  whole  thing  had  for  ever  been  set  at 
nwwt  I  not  prejudge  the  case,  but  I  must    rest.     I  consider  that  the  inquiry  of  1897 
W  specify    the   charges.      [Ministerial  !  was  verv  little  better  than  a  farce,  and  it 
«nes  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "  and  "  Why  1W]  Hon.  •  was  not  impartial.     The  Colonial  Secre- 
Membere  opposite  think  I  ought  to,  but  I    tary  has   spoken  of   it  as   an   impartial 
taWthem  I  intended  to  follow  the   pre-    inquiry,  but  the  letters  publishetl   in  a 
Jricnt  of  1888.     If  hon.    Members  will    Belgian     paper     the     other    day     have 
™dly  not  interrupt  me  1  will  tell  them    very    seriously    impugned     the     impar- 
ity, according  to  that  precedent,  I  must    tiality     of     that     inquiry.       I    do    not 
'tot  specify   the    charges.       Upon    that '  see    the     right     hon.     Gentleman     the 
occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said '  Colonial    Secretary    in    his    place,     but 
that  the   Government  must   not  specify  \  I  will  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
the  charges    because   that  would   make    whether  the  inquiry  of  1897  was  such  an 
*bem  a  party  to   the  indictment.      But '  inquiry  as  was   promised  to  the  House, 
^khoueh   I  do  not  specify  the  charges,    and  whether   it   was  such  an  inquiry  as 
*  wish    to    say    this — I    want    to     be  :  was  promised  to  President  Krugcr.     I  do 

Suite  fair  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  i  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
Ministerial  laughter.]  Do  hon.  Members  ;  self  will  d^ny  that  the  fullest  possible 
^Ppoeite  question  my  intention  1  [Cries  of  ,  inquiry  was  promised  to  President 
4''es!,,l  I  wish  to  be  fair,  and  although  1  :  Kruger,  and  I  ask  him,  after  th«' 
Wieve  from  the  evidence  of  the  Colonial  ]  way  in  which  that  promise  was  car- 
~roce  itself  that  it  has  been  amply  proved  ,  ried  out,  can  we  wonder  at  the  sus- 
^ttbat  Department — and  presumably  the  piciou  that  rests  in  the  mind  of  the 
rBht  hon.  Gentleman  himself— knew  of  [  Government  of  the  Transvaal  as  to  the 
*J*  conspiracy  in  Johannesburg,  and  felt  hona  fries  of  the  present  Government.' 
^t  a  rebellion  was  imminent  and  that  it  !  Why,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  Earl  Grey  was 
J*!gbt  take  place  any  day  or  any  week,  ,  not  called  at  that  inquiry,  and  Dr.  Harris, 

*  *31  say  tnia,  that    I  do  not  consider,  ,  when  he  was  recalled,  was  away  somewhere 

*  far  as  the  evidence  which  was  produced  |  and  could  not  be  found.     Mr.  Hawksley 


607 


Inquiry  into 


{COMMONS} 


Jameson  Baid. 


60& 


refused  to  give  certain  evidence,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  some  members  of  the 
Committee  considered  it  to  be  their  func- 
tion not  to  elicit  evidence,  but  to  assist 
witnesses  in  withholding  evidence.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary has  seen  the  cablegrams  not  produced, 
and  has  admitted  that  they  contain  implica- 
tions of  complicity  ;  and  yet,  Sir,  when 
Mr.  Hawksley  withheld  them,  nothing 
was  done.  He  was  allowed  to  flout  the 
Committee,  and  to  say  he  did  not  recog- 
nise its  judicial  character,  he  was  not 
called  to  the  Bar  of  the  House,  and  he 
has  been  allowed  to  do  what  he  pleased 
ever  since.  Then,  again,  the  fresh  facts 
which  have  been  produced  by  the  Indepen- 
ifanrr  lit  lift'  constitute  a  very  strong  ground 
for  a  fresh  and  entirely  new  inquiry. 
I  have  heard  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
referred  to  as  a  unanimous  Report.  In 
the  first  place,  only  ten  members  voted 
for  the  final  Report,  and  within  a  fort- 
night four  of  those  appeared  in  this 
House  to  show  dissatisfaction  at  no 
action  whatever  having  followed  the 
Report,  and  only  six  meniWs  who 
voted  for  the  Report  were  satisfied 
with  what  was  done  within  a  fortnight 
afterwards.  That  may  be  an  excel- 
lent argument  for  not  taking  action  on 
the  Report,  but  it  is  a  very  much  stronger 
argument  for  having  a  fresh  inquiry. 
Then  the  very  gravest  doubts  have  been 
thrown  on  the  impartiality  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  described  the  in- 
quiry as  impartial,  but  we  find  that  Mr. 
Hawksley,  the  solicitor  for  those  on  their 
defence,  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
empanelling  of  this  Committee.  In  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Hawksley  to  Mr. 
Fairfield  he  says-   - 

•*1  suppose  it  will  l>e  possible  for  the  views 
of  the  directors  to  lie  to  some  extent  con- 
sidered in  up] minting  some  of  the  members? 
In  this  case,  may  I  suggest  the  names  of  Mr. 
Carson,  <^.C\.  Mr.  A.  C.  Crinps,  Q.C.,  and 
Mr.  George  Wyndham  ?  Will  it  be  jjossible 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  with  you 
the  terms  of  the  reference  to  the  Select 
Committee?" 

Then  there  is  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Hawksley  to  Mr.  Beit 

**  Doing  all  possible  to  secure  Wyndham  as 
well  as  ( 'bartered  nominee." 

I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any 
evidence  to  show  who  the  Chartered 
nominee  was.  but  of  course  the  Mr. 
Wyndham  referred  to  is  the  Under  Secrc- 
Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas. 


tary  of  State  for  War,  who  was  after- 
.  wards    a    member    of     the    Committee. 
Then    there    is    a    telegram    from    Mr. 
Hawksley  to  Mr.  Fairfield — 

"  Best  thanks  for  note  and  all  your  trouble. 
Let  me  know  anv  difficulties  or  change  as  U> 
constitution  of  Committee.  Could  call  this 
afternoon  if  desired." 

What  was  all  this  trouble  that  Mr.  Fair- 
field was  taking  at  the  Colonial  Office, 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  South  African 
department  ?  I  maintian  that  these  com- 
munications show  that  Mr.  Hawksley  had 
a  great  deal  to  do — I  will  not  say  with 
packing  the  jury— but  certainly  he  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  empanelling  of 
the  Committee ;  and  not  only  had  he — 
the  solicitor  for  the  defence — a  great  deal 
to  do  with  the  selection  of  the  Committee, 
but  he  was  in  touch  during  the  whole 
time  with  some  of  its  members.  Here 
is  a  telegram  from  Dr.  Jameson  to  Mr. 
Hawksley  while  the  Committee  wTas  sit- 
ting— 

"  Had  an  hour  with  Johnny.  He  will  be  all 
right.  Wyndham  promises  not  to  leave  it  till 
he  succeeds." 

I  do  not  know  who  "Johnny"  was.  I  am 
told  it  is  a  generic  name  —a  kind  of  term  of 
endearment.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me 
that  "  Johnny"  was  Sir  John  Willoughby. 
In  that  case  he  was  one  of  the  witnesses, 
and  it  seems  there  must  have  been 
grave  doubt  as  to  whether  he  was  going 
to  prove  loyal  to  his  fellow-conspirators. 
I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  "Wyndham 
succeeded  or  not,  but  we  know  that  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Wrar  was  the  only 
member  of  the  Committee  who  voted 
against  the  final  Report,  and  he  has 
since  stated  that  he  did  so  on  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Rhodes  was  too  strongly 
condemned  in  it.  There  is  a  letter  from 
another  "  Johnny "  which  shows  that 
some  members  of  the  Committee  were  in 
touch  with  the  conspirators  and  with 
their  solicitor.    This  "  Johnny  "  writes-— 

"  The  Committee  meet  (privately)  at  4.30 
in  Colonel  Lego's  room,  and  1  could  see  Mr. 
Leonard  immediately  after  the  meeting  breaks 
up." 

I  wonder  what  would  be  thought  of  a  judge 
of  the  High  Court  who,  before  the  court 
sat,  wrote  a  private  letter  to  the  solicitor 
for  the  defendants,  saying,  "  I  should  like 
to  see  you  after  the  court  rises  in  my 
private  room."  Mr.  Justice  Bigham 
wrote  the  letter  I  have  quoted.  T  contend, 
and   contend   very    strongly,   that   that 
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shows  that  the   Committee   was  not  an 
impartial  Committee.    I  may  be  told  it  i 
wag  not  intended   to  be  impartial,  that  I 
it   was     arranged     tatweeii     the     two < 
front  benches  or  behind  the   Speaker's 
chair,  that  it  was  intended  that  a  gentle- 
man on  one  side  should   be  set  against 
another  gentleman  on   the  other.     I  am  i 
not  concerned,  and  I  do  not   think  the 
House  or  the  country  is  concerned  with  , 
the  front  benches  in  this  matter.     One  of 
our  objections  is  that  the  Committee  had  , 
rather  too  much  front  l>ench  representa- , 
tion  on  it.     There  are  very  able  and  pro- 
minent men  on  our  front  benches ;  but, 
like  most    good    things,   we    can    have 
too  much   of    them,   and    we    had    too 
much    of     them    on     that     Committee, 
especially      as      they      have      a      way 
<rf    sticking      up      for      one      another. 
After   all,     it    was    not     Mr.    Rhodes, 
but    the     right    hon.     Gentleman     the 
Colonial  Secretary   who   was  the    chief 
defendant.     Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  about  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
position  on  that  Committee.     I  maintain 
that,  as  defendant-in-chie^  he  ought  never 
to  have  been  on  the  Committee,  and  on 
that  ground  alone  the  Committee  is  con- 
demned as  an  impartial  Committee.    The 
Committee  devoted  an  unnecessarily  long  \ 
time  to  re-condemning  Mr.  Rhodes.     He 
had  already  been  condemned  by  the  Cape 
inquiry.     He  himself  admitted  that  the 
report  of  that   inquiry   was   a  fair  one, 
and  the  Committee  of  this   House  em- 
bodied a  very  large  portion  of  it  in  the 
report  they  subsequently    made  to  this  , 
House.    When  the  precedent  which  I  am  ' 
endeavouring  to  follow --that  of  1888- 
*»  being  considered  by  the  House  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the   Colonial  Sec- 
retary «aid — 

M  In  one  sense  the  objection  to  a  Committee 
JuttW  be  very  strong.  A  Committee  of  this 
*™e  would  have  to  be  judge  and  jury." 

I  maintain  that  the  objection  to  the  Com- , 
mittee  of  1897  was  very  much  stronger, 
for  it  was  not  only  judge  and  jury,  but 
N|&  jury,  and  defendants  all  rolled  ' 
,nto  one.  I  daresay  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  say,  "  Oh,  I  was  asked  to 
8°  on,  and  was  urged  and  pressed  by 
nght  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite."  That 
***}'  bo  a  very  good  answer  to  anything 
that  may  be  said  from  the  front  bench  on 
jbis  aide,  but  it  is  no  answer  at  all  to 
n°n.  Members  behind  that  bench  or  to  the 
ronntry  when  a  charge  is  made  that  this 


Committee  was  not  impartial.  1  say  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  ought  never  to  have 
been  on  the  Committee,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Northampton  ought 
never  to  have  l>een  on  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  a  defendant  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  unquestionably 
was  biassed  before  he  went  on  the  Com- 
mittee. One  point  I  would  urge  as  justi- 
fying the  strong  suspicions  that  are 
entertained.  There  is  a  vast  deal  of 
mystery  behind  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Colonies  in  connection  with 
his  action  on  the  iCommittee.  On 
July  13th  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
a  party  to  a  Report  which  not  only  ac- 
quitted the  Colonial  Secretary  of  having 
had  anything  r,o  do  with  the  raid,  but  also 
condemned  Mr.  Rhodes  in  the  strongest 
terms.  1  hope  the  House  will  give  me 
their  attention,  because  I  want  to  make 
this  point  clearly.  [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber laughed.]  Hon.  Gentlemen  may 
laugh,  but  I  think  they  will  find  that 
their  constituents  do  not  consider  this  a 
laughing  matter.  There  is  some  extra- 
ordinary mystery  attaching  to  the  peculiar 
code  of  honour  -or  I  will  say  the  peculiar 
code  of  ethics  —of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Colonial  Secretary.  On  July 
13th  he  was  a  party  to  a  Report  which 
said — 

"He  [Mr.  Rhodes]  deceived  the  High  Com- 
missioner representing  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. He  concealed  his  views  from  his  col- 
leagues in  the  Colonial  Ministry  and  from  the 
board  of  the  British  South  Africa  Company, 
and  led  his  subordinates  to  believe  that  his- 
plans  were  approved  by  his  superiors." 

On  the  l.'Jth  .luly  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man charged  Mr.  Rhodes  with  the 
grossest  deceit.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Rhodes  was  a  Privy  Councillor* 
that  he  was  Prime  Minister  at  the  Cape, 
and  that  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Chartered  Company,  Within  a  fortnight, 
however,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  states, 
in  the  House-  - 

"  Hut  as  to  one  thing  I  am  nerfectly  con- 
vinced—that   while  the  fault  ot  Mr.  Rhode* 
is  alnmt  as  great  a  fault  as  a  politician  or  a 
statesman  can  commit,  there  has  l>een  nothing 
.  proved — and.    in    my    opinion,    there    exists- 
,  nothing— which  affects  Mr.  Rhodes'*  personal 
!  position  as  a  man   of  honour.     It  is  said  by 
some  Members  who  take  a  different  view  that 
|  lie  deceived  this  person  and  that  person.  That 
is    perfectlv   true,    but  that  is  part  of    the 
"  original  offence.     If  a  man  goes  into  a  revolu- 
tion he  may  be  right  or  he  may  be  wrong.     In 
|  this  case  Sir.    Khodes  was   wrong.     But  if  a 
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And  then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  goes 
on  to  say — 

*•  Therefore,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  in  con- 
sidering the  i>o*ition  of  Mr.  Rhodes  1  dismiss 
absolutely  those  charges  which  affect  his  por- 
sonal  honour." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  consider  this 
for  a  moment.  Mr.  Rhodes  had  deceived 
the  High  Commissioner  of  Cape  Colony, 
he  had  deceived  his  colleagues  in  the  Cape 
Ministry,  he  had  deceived  the  Govern- 
ment here,  and,  of  course,  he  had  deceived 
the  Chartered  Company.  If  it  is  not 
dishonourable  for  a  Prime  Minister  to 
deceive  his  colleagues  in  his  Ministry,  is 
it  any  more  dishonourable  for  a  Colonial 
Secretary  to  deceive  his  colleagues  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  all  this 
arose  from  the  original  offence.  Well,  I 
have  heard  of  the  end  justifying  the 
means,  but  1  never  heard  of  the 
beginning  justifying  the  means:  only 
make  a  mistake  in  the  beginning,  says 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  effect,  and 
you  may  commit  any  dishonourable  action 
you  please  afterwards,  and  it  will  not 
affect  your  personal  honour.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  jhat  if  a  man  goes 
into  a  revolution  he  may  be  right  or  he 
may  be  wrong  ;  but  if  he  does,  it  follows 
that  he  must  deceive  other  people  and 
that  he  would  not  proclaim  his  in- 
tentions from  the  house-tops.  Well, 
no  one  can  complain  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  published  from  the 
house-tops  his  knowledge  of  the  revo- 
lution contemplated  or  the  plot  for 
such  a  revolution,  although  he  knew  that 
it  might  lead  to  civil  war  in  South  Africa. 
Of  course,  I  admit  that  a  revolution 
canno,t  be  made  with  rosewater,  and 
that  Mr.  Rhodes  would  conceal  his 
intentions  from  those  against  whom  the 
revolution  was  directed.  But  I  want 
the  House  to  discriminate.  The  charge 
against  Mr.  Rhodes  -  which,  1  say,  in- 
volves a  charge  of  the  grossest  dishonour 

-is  that  he  deceived  not  so  much  those 
against  whom  the  conspiracy  was  directed, 
but  that  he  deceived  his  Queen,  his  col- 
leagues in  his  Ministry,  the  shareholders 
of  the  Chartered  Company — those  who 
had  put  him  in  a  position  of  trust.  That 
involves  a  very  wide  difference,  and  if  the 
right  hon.Gcnt  leman  the  Colonial  Secretary 

Mr.  IK  A.  Thomas. 


honours  me  with  a  reply,  I  hope  he  wi 
do  something  to  justify  to  the  House  an 
the  country  his  exculpation  of  M: 
Rhodes.  (Laughter.)  Hon.  Membei 
may  think  this  a  laughing  matter,  but 
feel  deeply  on  the  matter.  Siiu 
I  have  been  in  this  House,  and  tto 
is  now  twelve  years,  there  has  been  r 
matter  upon  which  I  have  felt  so  deepl 
as  1  do  upon  this.  I  have  said  that  tl 
suspicions  which  are  so  rife  that  tl 
Colonial  Office  were  privy  to  mu< 
that  was  going  on  at  the  close  « 
1 895  are  not  unreasonable ;  1  { 
further,  and  say  there  is  strong  grout 
for  them.  Sir  John  Willoughby,  whom 
am  sure  everyone  regards  as  a  truthful  ai 
honourable  man,  wrote  a  letter  in  March  < 
April,  1896,  to  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  i 
which  he  said  that  he  **  took  part  in  tl 
preparation  of  the  military  expedition,  an 
went  into  the  Transvaal  in  pursuance  < 
orders  received  from  the  administrator  i 
Matabeleland,  and  in  the  honest  and  boh 
fide  belief  that  these  steps  were  take 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  th 
Imperial  authorities.  I  was  informed  b 
Dr.  Jameson  that  this  was  the  fact.  An 
in  answer  to  a  question  at  the  inquiry  h 
said — 

"It  appeared  in  the  evidence  that  certaii 
Imperial  authorities  knew  what  was  occurring 

I  say  that  when  a  man  in  Sir  Johi 
WilloughbyTs  position  makes  that  charge 
there  is  certainly  ground  for  suspicion. 
He,  howevor,  on  the  first  day,  April  6, 
refused  to  answer  certain  questions,  and 
then  on  April  7  Mr.  Hawksley  wires  to 
I  Sir  John  Willoughby — 

"  ( 'ould  you  and  the  Doctor  come  to  me  here 

|  at  or  after  four?    We  ought,  in  anticipation  of 

consultation  to-morrow,  to  have  strict  busine* 

:  talk  without  interruption  by  others.    I  think 

|  \  nee  my  way  out." 

I  Well,  apparently  he  did  see  the  way  ort 
and  answered  questions  and  gave  expUf1" 
ations.     There  is  nothing  new  in  all  thta 

|  but  1  refer  to  it  in  order  to  enforce  mj 
argument.     Then  Miss  Flora  Shaw,  t*Jc 

s  graphing  in  code  on  December  17  to  Mf 

'  Rhodes,  said  - 

"Chamberlain  sound  incase  of  interferenc 
by  European  Powers,  but  have  *]>ecial  re*** 
to  believe  wishes  you  must  do  it  immediately- 
After  that  she  had  a  conversation  wit) 
Mr.  Fairfield.  Of  course  Mr.  Fairfield  i 
dead,  and  "  dead  men  tell  no  tales.'1 
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Thi  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Dead  men  cannot 
reply. 

•Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  The  right  hon.  , 
Gentleman  says  dead  men  cannot  reply, 
bat  neither  can  dead  men  give  evidence. 
Miss  Shaw  said  that   Mr.  Fairfield  told 
her,  "  If  the  Johannesburg  burghers  are 
going  to  rise,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  do  it  soon."     There  are  many  other 
telegrams    between     Mr.     Rhodes    and 
Miss   Shaw,   but    what  I   have  said   is 
sufficient  to  justify   me   in    maintaining ■ 
that   there    are   strong  and    reasonable 
grounds  for  the  suspicions  which  are  so 
Urgely  entertained  in  the  public  mind.    I 
thank    the    House    for    the    indulgence 
which  has  been  shown  me.     I  have  occu- 
pied the  time  of  the  House  far  longer 
thin  I  intended  when  I  got  up.     I  con-  j 
dude  by  quoting  from  a  speech  made  by  , 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman   the   Colonial 
•Secretary.  On  24  th  July,  1888,  the  right 
W  Gentleman  eloquently  demanded  an 
inquiry  into  an  allegation  made  against , 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  said — 

"Noir  we  will  test  that,  and  we  will  take  the 
toil  which  is  put  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bedford,  namely,  that  we  liave  no  right 
to  ink  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  to  undergo 

S  inquiry  which  we  would  not  invite  our- 
•  to  accept  for  ourselves.  The  hon. 
*«nber  for  Cork  in  charged  with  these  oftences 
jj>  Tkt  Times.  Suppose  a  charge  of  that  kind 
Wbeen  brought  against  me  by  The  Times 
Be*ipaper,  does  anyone  in  thin  House  believe 
jfct  under  those  circumstances  I  would  not 
]*Te  gone  to  a  jury  *  Does  anyone  believe 
jjt  under  those  circumstances  I  would  not 
wise  a  friend  to  go  to  a  jury?  |An  Hon. 
jteMBKK:  Suppose  it  were  against  United 
yifowf ."]  An  hon.  Member  says,  *  United 
J£W.'  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  improbable 
jn«  United  Ireland  may  slander  or  libel  me  ; 
JJtif  it  does,  I  will  go  to  a  jury.  [An.  Hun. 
•Hembkr  :  In  Dublin?]  Even  then  I  would  go 
*°  a  jury." 

*jn«lly,  I  will  quote  words  of  the  right 
too.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
uttered  on  the  same  day,  which  I  propose 
U)  *dopt  as  my  own — 

./'The  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of 
^unions,  and  it  is  the  honour  and  the  dignity 
*Jf  the  character  of  the  House  of  Commons 
?"*&  are  at  stake.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
jyjjtotof  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  interest 
j*Jhe public,  in  the  interest  of  the  hon.  Member 
*&<>  hi*  laboured  so  long  under  these  imputa- 
J!°*S  we  are  bound,  without  reference  to  the 
r^ttmnent,  to  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and 
*°  **jr,  whatever  it  may    cost    in    the    way 


of  time  and  labour,  whatever  may  be  the 
disadvantages  to  public  business  *\Ve  aie 
bound  to  take  this  matter  in  hand  and  carry 
it  through,  we  are  bound  to  secure  that 
there  shall  be  the  fullest  and  most 
complete  and  most  satisfactory  investigation 
(  into  the  terrible  charges  which  have  been 
1  allowed  to  hung  so  long  over  the  heads  of 
public  men.' " 

I  l>eg  to  move  the  resolution  standing  in 
my  name. 

*Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS  (Glamorganshire, 
Mid) :  I  also  desire  to  appeal  to  the 
indulgence   of   the   House   in   seconding 

,  this  resolution.  I  shall  do  so  as 
shortly  and  concisely  as  I  possibly  can, 
as  I  feel  it  is  only  fair  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  is 
chiefly  concerned  in  this  matter,  that  he 
should  have  as  good  an  opportunity  and 
as  favourable  a  time  as  possible  to  lay  his 

.  reply  before  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  to 
some  extent  into  the  history  of  this  matter, 
because,    I    regret  to  say  at  the  outset, 

.  there  are  some  portions  of  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the 
resolution  with  which  I  cannot  agree.     1 

'  hope,  however,  to  make    the    case  for  a 

1  full  inquiry  perfectly  clear  to  the  House. 
Now,  in  view  of  the  deplorable  events 
which  took  place  in  South  Africa  in  the  last 
few  days  of  1895,  the  Government  had 
no  alternative  but  to  offer  to  this  House, 
to  the  nation,  to  South  Africa,  and  to 
the  whole  world,  an  inquiry  into  those 
events  and  into  the  circumstances  which 
led  up  to  them.  Accordingly  a  promise- 
was  made  in  the  most  solemn  form  in 
which  a  promise  can  be  made,  namely, 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  that  there 
should  be  a  "searching"  inquiry.  A 
solemn  promise  was  also  made  to  the  other 
party  most  affected,  President  Kruger, 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  the  "fullest 
possible  inquiry."  Now,  I  admit  that 
the  groundwork  of  the  motion  which 
I  have  undertaken  to  second  is  that 
there  still  remains  something  to  be  done 
to  fulfil  the  pledges  which  were  so  given. 
The  tragic  and  calamitous  results  which 
followed,  as  the  direct  and  almost  inevit- 

.  able  consequences,  from  the  proceedings 
which  led  up  to  the  raid,  and  from  the 
raid  itself,  so  far  from  superseding  the 
necessity  for  further  inquiry,  enhance 
that  necessity  and  make  further  inquiry 

,  a  sacred  duty  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Commons.    I  shall  not  detain  the  House 

i  by  discussing  whether  or  not  this  is  an 
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opportune    time    for    bringing   on   this  j 
motion.     It  is  the  first  time  this  session  I 
that    we    have  had  an   opportunity    of  \ 
making    such   a  motion,   and  I   do  not « 
think  the  right  hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  , 
himself,  who  is  nothing  if  not  courageous,  ; 
will  complain  of  the  motion  being  brought  ■ 
forward  at  this  time,  l>ecause  he  has  said  ! 
that  criticism  can  do  no  harm  now  that 
affairs  in  South  Africa  have  gone  out  of  • 
the  hands  of  politicians  into  the  hands  of 
the  military.     I  do  not  conceal  from  the 
House  the  gravity  of  this  motion,  affect- , 
ing  as  it  does  the  credit  and  reputation 
of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  holding  high 
office  in  the  State  and  of  the  Department ' 
over   which    he   presides,   involving  the 
honour  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
touching  the  good  faith  of   the  British 
nation    itself.      Anyone    therefore    who 
undertakes   to   move   or    second   such  a 
resolution    is   bound   to   lay   before   the 
House     of     Commons      a     strong     and 
cogent   case   in   favour  of   the  adoption 
of    the    motion.      Now,    was   the   work 
of      the      South      African      Committee 
searching,   and   was   it   complete  1     Did 
it    satisfy   and    discharge    the    promise 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  when  he 
undertook  that  there  should  be  the  fullest 
possible  inquiry  1  It  is  admitted  that  the 
work  of  the  South  African  Committee  was 
not  complete ;  it  is  admitted  that  the  second 
part  of  the   reference,   a  portion  of  their 
duty  which  they  were  called  upon  by  the 
House  of   Commons  to  perform,  was  not 
proceeded  with ;   it  is  admitted  that  the 
Committee  did  not   ask   for    or    recom- 
mend their  reappointment  in  the  following 
session — a  matter   which   occasioned    no 
little   surprise.     But   it   is  not  on  these 
grounds  alone  thit  I  ask  the   House  of 
Commons  to  agree  to  this  motion ;   but 
chiefly  in  order  that  the  most  important 
matter    which    the    Committee    had    to 
inquire    into    should    be    searched    and 
prol>ed  to  the   bottom,  viz.,  the  national 
and  international  question  of  the  position 
or  relationship  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  of  the  Colonial  Office  with  regard  to 
the  conspiracy  against  the   Government 
of  the  Transvaal  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
year    1895.      My   hon.    friend    said    he 
would  not  state  the  charges  against  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman,    but  I    think    it 
is   only   fair  to   state   them.      My  hon. 
friend  said  the  charges  were  made  before 
the    Committee ;   but    it     is     necessary 
that     they      should       also      be     made 
in    this     House,     and     the     charges     I 

Mr.  8.  T.  Emus. 


make  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  are,  that  there  are  strong  ground 
for  the  suspicion  and  suggestion  that  thi 
Colonial  Office  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  somi 
knowledge  of  the  events  of  the  latte 
part  of  the  year  1895  which  led  up  t» 
and  culminated  in  the  raid.  Let  m 
make  my  position  perfectly  clear, 
do  not  say  the  right  hon.  Gentlema 
the  Colonial  Secretary  is  guilty; 
do  not  say  he  had  any  knowledge; 
have  no  right  to  say  so.  The  Committa 
so  far  as  their  deliberations  went,  and  8 
far  as  they  investigated  the  matter,  exom 
rated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  h 
has  been  exonerated  by  the  right  hoi 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Moi 
mouth,  and  by  the  present  Leader  of  th 
Opposition ;  therefore  it  is  not  right  fe 
us  to  say  that  he  is  guilty.  But  whatw 
do  say  is  that  we  can  point  out  to  th 
House  certain  things  which  make  it  no 
unreasonable  for  people  in  the  countr 
— which  is  after  all  the  important  thing- 
to  believe  that  there  is  some  truth  i 
1  the  rumours  which  have  been  floatui 
about.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that  it  wa 
I  intended  and  expected  that  the  Con 
mittee  should  inquire  into  the  questio 
to  which  I  have  referred.  Special  met 
!  tion  was  made  of  it  in  this  House  befor 
!  the  Committee  was  reappointed  in  1897 
whtn  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tb 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire,  speai 
ing  on  the  29th  of  January,  said— 

u  The  inquiry  at  the  Cape  professed  to  b< 

and  was,  merely  an  inquiry  into  how  far  to 

Colonial  authorities  at  the  Cape  were  in  an; 

degree  mixed  up    with,    or    responsible  fa 

i  this  matter,  and  the  finding  of  that  committe 

con  fined  itself  explicitly  to  persons   in  tbj 

relation.     Hut  that  is  not  the  question  wW 

according  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  * 

I  were  to  inquire  into.     We  were  to  inqnir 

j  into  the  relations  of  the  Empire  in  these  traj 

'•  sactions,  and  in  regard  to  its  relations  to  to 

other  States  who  might  l>e  affected  by  it"    i 

I  That  was  a  matter  therefore  which  was  i 
;  the  mind  of  the  House  when  the  Con 

mittee  was  appointed.  That  was  wha 
I  the  Committee  was  called  upon  to  A 
1  and  they  met  in  order  to  perform  tha 
I  work.  I  make  no  charge  whatever  < 
:  any  want  of  impartiality  against  tl 
\  personnel  of  the  Committee.  No  sui 
I  charges  can    be    made,   in   my  opinio 

against  any  Member  of  the  House  w 
I  was  then  a  member  of  the  Commits 

I  do  not  believe  in  the  alleged  eonspira 

amongst  the  members  of  the  Commit* 
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up  the  inquiry,   and   I  accept  ]  Gentleman.      So  far  as  I  am  aware,  there 
statement  made  by  the  right    is  no  difference  of  opinion,  at  any  rate  on 
w~««.    this  gj^g  0f  fcne  fjouse>  ag  to  fcno  necessity 

in  the  public  interest  of  reopening  the 
inquiry.  We  do  not  say  what  the  form 
of  the  inquiry  should  be  or  when  the 
inquiry  shall  take  place — that  is  for  the 
Government  to  say  ;  but  what  we  think  is,. 
and  my  proposition  is,  that  the  investiga- 
tionsof  the  Committee  of  1897  were  not  ex- 
haustive ;  that  they  had  not  the  materials 
before  them  to  enable  or  entitle  them  to 
that  speech    he  made  a   further    say  that  their  Report  should  be  accepted 


ntleman  the  Member  for  West 
thshire  in  this  House  on  the  5th 
7  last,  when  he  said— - 

s  been  suggested  that  members 
Committee  had  some  object  in  not 
those  investigations,  that  they  de- 
hushed  them  up.  Well  1  npeak  for 
it  I  believe  no  member  of  that  Com- 
er had  such  an  idea  in  his  head,  or 
i  upon  it." 


t  which,  I  think,  deserves  to  be 
here  and  to  receive  serious  con- 
n  by  this  House.     He  said — 

inthors  of  the  raid  had  influence 
i  this  Hou&e,  and  out  of  this  Houae, 
revented  the  reappointment  of  that 
e  eight  months  later." 

true?  Will  the  right  hon. 
in  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
t  that  is  true  ? 

.CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes,  cer- 
arill.  Of  course  it  is  a  matter  of 
but  that  is  not  my  opinion ;  my 
s  that  the  majority  of  the  House 
t  be  influenced  in  the  manner 
Gentleman  suggests. 

.  T.  EVANS  :  The  question  is 
her  the  majority  of  this  House 
i  influenced;  the  question  is 
the  authors  of  the  raid  and  others 
i  in  the  raid  had  sufficient  in- 
n  this  House  and  power  else- 
prevent  the  majority  of  the 
kving  an  opportunity  of  deciding 
jr.  I  do  not  think  my  right  hon. 
erred  to  the  majority. 

CHAMBERLAIN:  May  I  ask 
Member  to  repeat  that  sentence  ? 
t  understand  what  he  means, 
juppose  the  Chartered  Company 
lence  which  could  have  affected 
eedings  in  this  House  in  the 
ment  of  the  Committee  1 

.  T.  EVANS  :  Probably  every- 
the  House  understands  except  j 
hon.  Gentleman.  Nobody  finds 
cult  to  understand  as  those  >vho  | 
sh  to.  There  might  be  influence  j 
o  bear  which  might  cause  the  I 
3nt  to  abstain  from  proposing  or  j 
vt    the    re-appointment  of    the  i 

*.     That  statement,  I  hope,  is  |  is    the    inexplicable,     or   at    all    events 
inough  even  for  the  right  hon.    the  unexplained,  behaviour  of  members  of 


as  final.  The  conclusions  of  that  Report 
i  might  have  l>ecn  different  if  there  had 
1  }>een  a  fuller  and  more  thorough  investi- 
1  gation  and  a  complete  disclosure  of  all 
the  materials  which  might  have  been  laid 
before  the  Committee.  Can  it  be  doubted 
that  there  do  exist  strong  grounds  for  sus- 
picion that  there  was  a  knowledge  of  this 
conspiracy  in  the  Colonial  Office  ?  I  pro- 
pose to  state  to  the  House  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  grounds  which  I  am  entitled  to 
describe  as  grounds  for  grave  sus- 
picion. I  should  be  the  last  person 
to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Colonial  Secretary  should  be  called 
upon  to  answer  any  accusation  which  any 
newspaper  thinks  fit  to  make  against  him — 
he  would  not  be  able  to  do  anything  else 
if  he  did  ;  but  in  this  case  the  circum- 
stances are  so  grave  and  the  suspicions 
so  generally  held  that  it  is  due  not 
only  to  his  party  but  to  the  House  of 
Commons  that  he  should  not  only  assent 
to  the  Committee  being  reappointed,  but 
insist  upon  it.  First  of  all  I  say  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  at 
the  inquiry  was  such  as  to  give  rise  to 
strong  suspicions  with  reference  to  the 
relationship  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  andl 
of  the  Colonial  Office  to  the  conspiracy, 
which  is  now  acknowledged  to  have 
existed  for  promoting  and  assisting, 
the  revolution  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  Government  of  the  Transvaal.  In 
the  next  place  I  say  there  is  ground  for 
suspicion  arising  by  reasor  of  many  things, 
which  the  Committee  left  undone  -the 
complaint  is  not  so  much  of  what  they 
did  do,  as  of  what  they  did  not  do — and 
particularly  by  reason  of  the  failure  of 
the  Committee  to  enforce  its  own  order 
and  call  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons a  gentleman  who  had  been  guilty  of 
disobedience  of  the  orders  and  of  contumacy 
towards  the  Committee.  The  third  ground. 
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the  Government  after  the  Committee  made 
its  report.  And,  finally,  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  for  a  further  inquiry  into  this  matter 
because  of  the  new  facts  since  ascertained. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Merthyr 
referred  to  a  speech  made  by  the  Colonial 
Secretarywhenhesaid,  in  January,  1897-  • 

"  In  dealing  with  matters  at  this  juncture,  I 
■am  myself  in  a  difficult  position,  and  I  am  sure 
the  House  will  show  me  every  consideration.  I 
.inn  not  altogether  disinterested.  The  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  Amendment  referred 
.to  rumours  current  during  the  last  few  months 
with  regard  to  my  action  and  policy  previous 
.to  the  raid.  I  cannot  ignore  these  rumours, 
and  if  there  be  any  person  in  or  out  of  the 
House  who  believes  that  I  knew  of  the  intended 
i mid,  or  was  cognisant  of  that  raid  l>eforehand, 
•  or  that  I  did  not  take  every  step  in  my  power 
to  prevent  the  raid  and  to  turn  it  back  after 
.it  commenced— if  there  be  any  such  person, 
then  [  have,  above  all  persons  iii  the  House,  the 
most  reason  to  desire  inquiry." 

Those  observations  are  as  applicable  to 
•the  state  of  things  now  as  they  were  when 
made  in  1897.  What  was  the  conduct  of 
.the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
Committee  1  Was  it  not  the  duty  of 
.the  Colonial  Office,  remembering  the  chief 
object  for  which  the  Committee  was 
appointed,  at  once  to  place  before  the 
Committee,  not  late  in  the  day,  but  at  the 
very  earliest  moment,  all  the  information 
.at  their  disposal,  and  particularly  every 
scrap  of  paper,  relevant  and  material, 
which  was  in  the  pigeon-holes  of  the 
Colonial  Office  I  The  House  will  remem- 
ber that  one  or  two  memoranda  were 
produced  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
.the  middle  of  the  evidence.  He  produced 
them  because  he  thought  they  supported 
his  theory,  but  if  some  memoranda  were 
produced,  why  not  all1?  Why  keep 
back  other  documents  such  as  com- 
munications with  the  High  Com- 
missioner of  South  Africa,  and  with  Mr. 
Hawksley,  a  solicitor  of  the  City  of 
London,  to  whom  I  will  refer  "more 
.specifically  in  a  moment  ?  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  rumours  floated  about  as  to 
the  complicity  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Colonial  Secretary.  The  House, 
remembering  the  disclosed" facts  alone,  will 
say  they  were,  until  explained,  sufficient 
to  engender  doubt  and  suspicion  in 
the  minds  of  reasonable  men.  Let 
me  remind  the  House  of  some  of  the 
hare  facts.  It  is  admitted  that 
Dr.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Rhodes  had  a  plan 
for  assisting  the  revolutionists  in 
Johannesburg,  and  it  is  common  know- 
ledge that  there  were  frequent  visits  to 
Mr.  S.  T.  Evan*. 


I  the   Colonial    Office   by    Lord    Grey, 

I  director  of  the  Chartered  Company,  D 

:  Harris,  the  Secretary  of  the  company,  an 

|  Mr.      Rhodes 's    private     secretary,   M 

j  Hawksley,  the  solicitor  of  the  compan 

!  and  Miss    Flora  Shaw,   the  confident! 

adviser    of     Mr.    Rhodes    and    eoloni 

correspondent    of     Tlie     Tim**.       It 

admitted   that   visits  were  made  to  t 

Colonial  Office  by  these  people,  who  hi 

1  knowledge  of  the  conspiracy.     Were  u 

these  visits  in  themselves  enough  to  rai 

a   suspicion  in  the  minds  of   reasonat 

men  ?     But   the   matter   does   not    n 

:  there.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  after  havii 

said  at  this  time  that  he  refused  to  gi* 

to   Mr.  Rhodes,  for  two  years,   a   str 

of  land  all   along  and  coterminous  wi 

!  the  Bechuana    lxmndary   of    the  Trar 

'  vaal   for     the     purpose     of    a     railwa 

shortly  afterwards  and  suddenly  grant* 

that  strip  of  land,   which   is  ten    mil 

|  wide,      to     the      Chartered      Compan 

'  I  should  like  to  know  what  was  it, 

the  state  of  things  which  then  existed,  th 

j  made   the    right    hon.    Gentleman    fir 

!  ref use  to  give  that  strip  of  land  for  t« 

.  years,  and  what  was  it,  in  the  state  < 

!  things  immediately  afterwards,  that  ii 

duced  him  to  concede  it  to  Mr.  Rhode 

and    at    the    same    time    to    hand  tk 

Bechuanaland  police  over  to  the  Chartere 

Company.     The    right   hon.    Gentlema 

i  prides  himself  on  l>eing  able  to  make  goo 

bargains,  and  there  was  one  extraordinar 

passage  of   arms  between   him  and  Mi 

Rhodes  with  regard  to  the  cession  of  tk 

territory  and  with  regard  to  the  handin 

over  of  the  police.     The  House  will  see  i 

at  question  204-4  in  the  Blue-book.    Mi 

Rhodes  was  cross-examined  by   the  rig! 

hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  "Secretary- 

who,    probably,     without     the    trainin 

usually     considered    necessary     for  tt 

purpose,    was   the    best    cross-examine 

if  he  bent  his  energies  to  the  matter,  wl 

j  was  on  the  Committee- -as  follows — 

i  "  2044.  -The  cession,  besides  being  adval 
ta^eous  to  the  chiefs,  was  not  disadvantaged 
I  think,  to  the  British  Government  ?— Y< 
saved  the  whole  cost  of  the  police. 

"2040.— We  saved   the  cost  of  the  polw 
which    I   think    amounted    at    that  time 
£40,000  a  year?— I  thought  it  was  £60,000. 

"  2046.-  We  also  saved,  did  we  not,  or  we 
to  save  if  the  agreement  had  lieen  carried  ot 
£200,000,  which  had  been  promised  to  you  1 
my  predecessor  as  a  subnidy  for  the  railway  ? 
Yes,  you  made  a  most  excellent  Imrgain. 
"  2047. — And  perhaps  you  were  the  more  reft 

I  to  make  a  good  ljargain  because  you  had  am 
other  views  ?— I  am  afraid  you  took  advanta 

I  of  them." 
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No  one  would  see  the  importance  of  an 
otorvation  6f  that   kind   more   quickly 
than  the   right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  ' 
posses  it  over  in  silence  and  makes  at  once 
a  complete  transition  from  this  part  of  the  ; 
cross-examination  to  another.     What  one 
would  have  expected  would  be  that  Mr. 
Rhodes   would    have   been  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  his  extraordinary  and  sug- 
jgestive  answer.    But  the  next  question  is  : 
"  Xow  I  come  to  what  you  have  told  me 
uhout     the     causes     of     discontent     in 
Johannesburg  "  —  dropping    the    matter 
quickly  and  suddenly,  never  to  return  to 
it.  I  will  now  resume  the  statement  of  the 
admitted  fact*  which  give  rise  to  suspicion. 
There  wasknowledge  of  the  intended  rising 
in  South  Africa.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  it.  Lord  Kelliorne  knew  it.     They  did 
uot  take  quite  the  same  view  of  it.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  such  a  rising 
would  lie  an  *'  alwolutely  bloodless  revo- 
lution."     Lord    Sel  borne   thought  there 
would  be  "civil  war  throughout  South 
Africa,''     If  this  latter  was  the  view  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  no  stone  ought  to  have  been 
lrft  unturned  to  try  and  stop  the  revolution.  , 
The  Colonial  Office  were  in  communication 
with  Mr.    Rhodes,   and   the   right    hon. 
(lentleman's  own  case  is  that  Mr.  Fair-  i 
field  was  an   honourable  man  who  would 
have  told   him   all   he  knew  aliout    the 
matter.     It    is    clear    from     what     has 
developed   since   that   the  cables  to  Mr. 
Rhodes  in   South    Africa   were   actually 
settled    in    consultation.     "They     were 
•^ttled,"*  says  Mr.  Hawksley  in  his  letter 
toMr.Maguireof  the  19th  February,  1897, 
"in  consultation."     I  pass  quickly  over 
the  other  facts.     There  was  a  tragedy  of 
errors.     Mr.    Fairfield    was  deaf,  he   did 
w*  understand  ;  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nun  the  Colonial  Secretary  did  not  guess 
what  was  going  on  ;  Dr.  Harris  misunder 
*tood;  Mr.  Hawksley  misconceived;  Miss 
Flora  Shaw  assumed  ;  Mr.  Rhodes  misled 
hinwelf  and  other  people.     That  is  a  bare 
statement  of  facts,  but  I  submit  to  the 
House    it     is     an    accurate    statement. 
Ami  is    it    to    Iks    wondered    at    when 
tW  facts  are  so,  and  are  admitted,  that 
people  in  the  country,  and  not  only  here, 
W  abroad,  over  the  whole  world,  thought 
there  was  something  which  had  uot  come 
to  light  t    The  general  result  was  inevi- 
t*Me,  and  such  as  made  the  amplest  and 
earliest  disclosure  of  all  documents  neees- 
■*)•  in  the  interest  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tory himself  and  of  the  Colonial  Office, 
l-nder  the  circumstances  I  will  not  go 


fully  into  other  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Committee  except  to  say 
this  :  he  interposed  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  Dr.  Harris's  evidence  immediately 
a    statement    was     made    which    might 
be      considered      prejudicial.     That      is 
not  the  way  to  take  evidence.    Let  the  wit- 
ness be  cross-examined,  and  then  let  the 
witness  who  is  against  him,  when  his  turn 
comes,    go    into    the  l>ox.      Almost  im- 
mediately  Or.   Harris  had  given  the  first 
part  of  his  story,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
insisted  on  his  right  to  go  into  the  box  to 
give  his  version.     Nobody  expected  that 
afterwards  Dr.  Harris   would  give  a  full 
account.     Moreover  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not    insist  on  the  production  of 
the  Hawksley   telegrams,  and  he  did  not 
produce   the    Hawksley    correspondence. 
I  desire  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
one  or  two  definite  questions.     Is  it  the 
fact  that  there  is  in  the  Colonial  Office  a  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Hawksley  s    -not  a  mere  covering 
letter-  setting  out  in  considerable  detail 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  facts  ?     The 
House  is  entitled  to  know  whether  then; 
is   any   correspondence   in    the    Colonial 
Office    between    Mr.    Hawksley  and  the 
Colonial    Secretary,   at   the   time   of   or 
following    upon    the  production    of    the 
cablegrams   to    the    Colonial    Secretary. 
The  right    hon.  Gentleman  may  say  he 
was  only  one  member  of  the  Committee, 
and  it  was  not  his  business   to  insist  on 
the  production   of  the   telegrams.     This 
is  the  account  of  the  matter  in  the  Blue- 
l>ook.     At  question  95S4  my  right  hon. 
friend,  in  answer   to  my  friend  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton,  says  - 

'•9584. — I  suppose  you  would  like  these  tele- 
grams to  appear?  -I  really  am  quite  in- 
different. 

"9585. --Would  you  apply  to  Mr.  Rhodes  a* 
Colonial  Secretary  ?— I  do  not  think  F  have 
any  right  to  approach  hi  in  as  Colonial  Secre- 
tary in  such  a  matter. 

"958o\ — Or  in  your  individual  capacity? — I 
do  not  think  he  would  pay  the  least  attention 
to  me  ;  if  for  airy  reason  he  desires  not  to  pro- 
duce them,  I  think  he  would  not  be  influenced 
by  my  request. 

"9587.-  -Would  you  mind  making  it?-  No,  I 
should  not  mind  making  it. 
'■      "  9588.-  -Then  you  will  make  it  ?  -No,  that  is 
1  a  different  tiling  ;  I    say  I  should   not   mind 

making  it :  I  do  not  say'  I  will  make  it. 
|      4,9589.    -You  have  no  objection  to  making 
j  it?   -Not  the  least." 

1  Was   it   not   the  duty  of  the  right  hon. 
email   as  a   member    of    the  Corn- 


Gentleman 

mittee  to  have  insisted  on  these  cablegrams 

Iwing    produced? 


When    he    himself 
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wanted  to  see  the  cablegrams  he  was  not 
ho  indifferent  to  their  production.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  in  the  Com- 
mittee : — 

"  When  F  beard  again  rumours*  which  were 
current  in  London  at  that  time  alxmt  the 
existence  of  these  telegrams,  and  about  their 
containing  something  very  important  indeed, 
I  determined  that  I  would  see  exactly  what 
was  in  them,  and  accordingly  I  instructed  Sir. 
Fairfield  to  insist  on  their  production." 

When  the  Colonial  Secretary  desired  to 
see  the  telegrams  himself,  he  "  insisted  "; 
in  the  Committee  he  was  "  quite  indiffer- 
ent."     Let   me    now  pass  to  what    the 
Committee    did   not    do.      First    of   all 
the   Committee  allowed   Mr.  Rhodes    to 
refuse  to  answer  any  questions  as  to  the 
cablegrams  at  all,  and,  indeed,  there  was  a 
positive  refusal  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Rhodes 
to  impart   any  information  to  the   Com- 
mittee about  the  cablegrams.  Secondly,  it 
•  did  not  recall  Mr.  Rhodes  in  reference  to  j 
the  cablegrams  after  some  of  them  were 
produced   by   the  iTelegraph    Company.  • 
In  the  third  place  it  did  not  cross-examine 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  There  are  535  pages 
of  evidence  in  this  Blue-book,  and  there  are 
only  five  and  a-half  pages  of  his  evidence. 
Mr.     Rhodes     was     asked     over     2,000 
•questions,  the  Colonial  Secretary  less  than 
forty,  and  twenty-six  of  these  were  put 
by  the  hon.   Member  for  Northampton. 
In  the  fourth  place  the  Committee  did  not 
call  Lord  Grey,  who  was  an  active  nego- 
tiator in  this  business  and  an  officer  of  the 
Chartered  Company,  the  conduct  of  whose  ! 
business  was  being  inquired  into  by  this  • 
Committee.     He  had  been  in  direct  com- 
munication with  the  Colonial  Secretary.  ' 
It  is  true  the  Committee,  with  great  show,  ! 
issued  a  summons  to  Dr.  Harris  to  explain 
the  telegrams ;  but  the  opportiuuty  to  do 
so  was  never  given,  the  Chairman  saying 
that  the  Committee  had  l>een  unable   to 
find    his    address,    and    the    Committee 
never  saw  him  again,  and  never  had  his 
explanation.     And,  fifthly,  there  was  the 
most  extraordinary  conduct  on  the  part 
of  any  Parliamentary  Committee  that  ever 
was  appointed,  in  their  failure  to  report  Mr. 
Hawksley  to  this  House  for  disobedience 
to  the  order  of  the  Committee  to  produce 
the    telegrams.      At    page    473    of    the  ■ 
Minutes   of   Evidence  taken    before   the  j 
Committee,    the    House    will   see    what ; 
was    done.     Mr.    Hawksley    was    given 
time    to    obey  the   Committee's  instruc- 
tions.     He     was     allowed     some     days 
in    which   to   make    up    his   mind,   and 
Mr.  S.  T.  Etvns. 


then  the  Attorney  General  delivered 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee  in  regard 
to  whether  these  telegrams  were  privi- 
leged— a  question  which  had  l>een  raised 
by  some  over-subtle  mind.  The  Attorney 
General  concluded  his  opinion  to  tm 
Committee  in  this  way — 

44  It  is  not  disputed  that  the  telegrams  an 
relevant ;  it  is  not  disputed  that  if  Mr.  Rhode 
had  been  here  no  privilege  could  have  beei 
claimed  by  him.  It  has  been  clearly  deckta 
that  as  against  a  court  of  law,  and  as  against 
therefore,  a  Parliamentary  Committee,  tk 
privilege  of  a  solicitor  is  that  of  a  client ;  aac 
that  unless  the  client  could  have  refused  thi 
solicitor  cannot  refuse  to  produce.  Umta 
these  circumstance*  the  Committee  are  clearij 
of  opinion  that  their  order  must  be  ol«eyed. 

"Thk  Chairman  :  We  therefore  call  upoi 
!  you,  Mr.  Hawksley,  to  produce  the  tele 
j  grams." 

!  Mr.  Hawksley  refuses,  and  tells  the  Con- 
|  mittee  they  are  not  a  judicial  tribunal, 
i  Was  there  ever  such  conduct  before  a 
I  Parliamentary  Committee  ? 

"The  Chairman  :  Of  course,  we  take  not* 
of  your  refusal.    We  shall  report  the  matter  It 
j  the  House  in  the  ordinary  course.     We  wffl 
!  not  go  further  with  yon  to-day. 

"  Mr.  Laboucherk  :  I  suppose  Mr.  Hawk* 
i  ley  still  remains  in  the  box,  technically." 

,  And,  I  suppose,  Mr.  Hawksley  has  re- 
mained in  the  box,  "  technically,"  enr 
since.  Will  it  be  believed  that  Mr. 
Hawksley  was  allowed  to  leave  the  box;  or 
to  remain  in  the  box  technically,  and  wai 
;  not  asked  a  single  question  about  a  letter 
,  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Fairfield  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1896,  in  which  he  savs  "Mr. 
1  Chamberlain  knows  as  much  as  1  do,  and 
!  let  him  shape  his  course  accordingly*! 
Will  it  be  believed  that  Mr.  Hawkaley 
was  allowed  to  leave  the  box  as  a  witneai 
without  anybody  asking  him  a  question? 
Why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ask  him  what  he  meant  by  that  t  No 
such  question  was  asked,  and  he  left  th 
box  without  being  cross-examined  at  al 
What  is  said  in  the  Report  with  regard 
to  the  failure  to  summon  Mr.  HawWflJ 
to  the  Bar  is  this:  Mr.  Hawksley  was* 
poor  solicitor,  and  it  is  a  pity  to 
send  Mr.  Hawksley  to  the  Clock 
Tower  or  to .  Newgate,  because 
he  was  acting  in  the  interest  oi 
his  client.  But  Mr.  Hawksley  had  beei* 
told  there  was  no  plea  of  privilege  00 
which  he  could  rest,  and  that  he  murf 
obey  the  order  of  the  Committee.  HI* 
offence  was  disol>edience  to  the  order  d 
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littee,  and  it  is  for  disobedience  | 
der  of  the   Committee  that  a  1 
is  summoned  to  the   Bar   and 
i  for  contempt.    What  therefore  ! 
sal  explanation  of  the  Committee  I 

their  minds  about  reporting  I 
ksley  to  the  House  1  Nothing  ( 
with  regard  to  those  telegrams, 

not  disclose  their  contents, 
is  left  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  , 
ve  secondary  evidence  of  the  tele- ; 
lich  could  have  been  produced, 
slegrams  were  not  important,  this  | 
ight  be  allowed  to  drop.  The  ] 
n.  Gentleman  cannot  say  they  ! 
important.  In  his  speech  on  the  ! 
y,  1897,  the  Colonial  Secretary  j 

were  the  telegrams  which  were  pro- 
I  hey  were  compromising  telegram**, 
o  doubt  aliout  that.     They  were  tele- 
n  parties  in  this  country  to  persons  in  i 
ica,  which  implied  the  complicity  of 
ial  Office.     So  do  a  few  of  the  tele*  i 
ley  are  a  very   few  *o  far  as  my  | 
m  goes — but  I  have  no  doubt  that  : 
we  which  were  not  seen,  there  are  ' 
rams  implying  the  complicity  of  the 
>ffice."— Hanwrd  (a\.)  1167. 

body  say,  after  that,  that  it  is  | 
>rtant,  in  the  interests  of  truth 
laying  once  for  all  these  rumours 
mplicity,  that  these  letters  and 
s  should  be  produced  ?  The  right 
itleman  has  said,  and  will  say 
at  he  himself  consented,  in  a  letter 
as  sent  to  Mr.  Hawksley,  to  the 
on  of  these  letters.  Did  he  know 
mid  l>e  an  objection  on  the  other 
heir  being  published  ?  If  he  did, 
ent  was  not  very  useful.  But 
the  use  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
ing  us  he  is  willing  to  have  them 
d  ?  What  we  want  is  to  have  the 
is  produced.  What  the  country 
i,  and  has  a  right  to  expect,  is 
y  should  be  produced.  When  the 
jmber  for  Burnley  asked  for  the 
on  of  the  letters  between  the  right 
Qtleman  and  Mr.  Hawksley,  the 
n.  Gentleman  said  that  the  hon. 
's  spiteful  curiosity  would  not  be 
,  but  that  those  letters  would  be 
o  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
nt  Opposition  bench.  As  a 
Member  of  the  House  I  protest 
any  doctrine  of  that  kind  being 
L  Some  of  us  remember  Mr.  Glad- 
i  one  occasion  in  the  most  eloquent 
tying  down  the  doctrine  that  in 
use  of    Commons  all  the   Mem- 
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bers  were  equal ;  and  everybody  who 
knew  the  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  front  Opposition  bench  knew  they 
would  never  consent  to  look  at 
these  telegrams  and  letters  on  conditions 
of  that  kind.  WTiat  right  has  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  say  he  will  restrict 
the  publication  of  these  documents,  which 
the  country  has  a  right  to  see,  and  to  tell 
my  hon.  friend  with  a  sneer  that  he 
would  produce  them  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen,  because  they  were  honour- 
able men  as  well  as  honourable  Members  1 
I  have  said  I  did  not  expect  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  attend  to  or  answer 
ephemeral  effusions  of  daily  news-papers, 
but  in  regard  to  this  matter  there  is  a 
solid  opinion  held  by  men  who  set  down 
contemporary  history,  that  the  circum- 
stances demand  a  new  inquiry.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  Annual  Register  of  1897, 
i  written  by  a  man  of  eminence,  who  does 
i  not  lean  to  the  politics  represented  on 
j  this  side  of  the  House.  This  is  a  book  to 
:  which  historians  of  the  future  may  pro- 
lxably  refer  in  writing  their  history. 
What  does  he  say  al>out  the  cause  ? — 

i      "The  general  feeling  was  that  the  proceed  - 

,  ings  liad  been  conducted  with  singular  laxity, 
or  want  of  skill.     Those  interested  in  keeping 

1  secret  the  true  history  of  the  raid  were  entirely 
successful,  and  it  was  generally  by  the  merest 
chance  that  any  fact  of  importance  was  elicited 

from    the  witnesses To    a    very 

great  extent  the  inquiry  had  been  obviously 
factitious,  but  in  whose  interest  concealment 

1  was  considered  necessary  remained  niidi- 
vulged.  Jt  was  surmised  that  reasons  of  State 
had  been  found  which  outweighed  paity  con- 
siderations, and  that  the  leaders  of  the  Opposi- 

,  tion  had  lieen  privately  convinced  that  the 

'  alleged  grounds  were  sufficient  for  the  course 

;  adopted.'* 

That  is  the  record  he  puts  down  in  the 

Annual    Register   of    1897.      The   next 

1  ground  I  see  for  suspicion  is  the  conduct 

i  of  members  of  the  Government,  and  of 

i  the  Colonial  Secretary  particularly,  after 

i  the  Report   was   presented.     It  may   be 

,  said   that  all  these  matters  on  which  I 

have  touched   up   to   now  were  matters 

i  which  existed  at  the  time  the  Committee 

\  reported.     But  now  we  come  to  matters 

which  have  happened  since,  and  which 

amply  justify  us   in   demanding    further 

inquiry.      The   Secretary   of    State    for 

India,   on  the  29th  July,  1897,  made  a 

most  important    speech,    three   or    four 

days   after   the   Committee   reported,  in 

which  he  says  this — ■ 

41  That     great      Imperial     statesman,    Mr. 
Rhodes,  had,    by   a  series  of  able  coiiihina- 
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tions  secured  British  supremacy  over  a  large 
jwrtion  of  South  Africa.  In  an  unguarded 
moment  he  associated  himself  with  a  most 
unfortunate  movement.  The  raid  of  Dr. 
.Jameson  unquestionably  set  lwick  for  many 
years  the  ^reat  policy  which  Mr.  Rhodes  hail 
spent  his  life  in  promoting.  The  Government 
felt  it  their  duty  to  exercise  all  executive 
powers  at  their  command  for  the  purpose  of 
stopping  the  raid,  and  afterwards  of  having 
the  fullest  and  most  complete  investigation 
into  the  origin  and  causes  of  the  movement. 
With  that  inquiry  some  of  the  responsible 
leaders  of  the  Opposition  were  associated,  and 
the}'  behaved  as  Englishmen  always  behaved 
in  positions  of  responsibility.  They  sought  no 
party  ends,  and  they  declined  to  push  the 
inquiry  to  a  point  which  would  endanger  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  rule  in  South 
Africa." 

What  was  "the  point"  to  which  the  in- 
quiry was  not  pushed  1  It  apparently 
was  known  to  a  Cabinet  Minister.  Can 
the  House  be  informed?  The  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  made  a  speech  on  26th  July, 
1^97,  which  has  already  been  referred  to, 
but  to  which  I  must  refer  again,  because 
it  contains  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
passages  in  the  published  speeches  of  any 
statesman,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  whom  this 
country  has  ever  produced.  He  himself  had 
signed  the  Report  making  most  serious 
charges  against  Mr.  Rhodes.  Mr.  Rhodes 
has  been  attacked.  That  is  not  our  pur- 
pose in  this  debate.  But  I  am  lxnmd  to 
recall  to  the  House  what  the  facts  were. 
He  had  deceived  everybody  with  whom 
he  had  come  into  connection.  He  had 
deceived  the  High  Commissioner,  he  had 
deceived  his  colleagues,  he  had  misled  his 
subordi nates,  he  deceived  bis  co-directors, 
he  altered  the  date  in  a  letter  from 
November  20th  to  a  month  later,  and, 
what  is  more  important,  after  that  letter 
was  recalled  by  the  senders,  Mr.  Rhodes 
ordered  it  to  be  dated  the  28th  December, 
knowing  it  had  been  recalled,  and  sent 
it  to  London  for  publication  in  The  Times 
newspaper,  in  order  to  mislead  this 
country,  and  to  buttress  up  the  raid.  I 
am  not  mentioning  these  matters  in 
older  to  rake  up  these  things  against  Mr. 
Rhodes  again,  but  for  this  reason  :  The 
country,  out  of  a  sense  of  justice  and 
fairness  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self, thinks  there  is  some  extraordinary 
reason  for  making  that  speech  under 
the  circumstances.  To  say  of  a  man  who 
is  guilty  of  deceit,  false  representation, 
and  something  very  like  forgery,  that  he 
is  nevertheless  a  man  of  honour  and  that 
his  crimes  are  merely  the  faults  of  a 
politician — this  requires  explanation.  And 

Mr.  S.  T.  Evans. 


be  it  observed  this  was  not  a  randoi 
I  statement  in  the  heat  of  debate,  but  ti 
I  right  hon.   Gentleman  punctuated  wha 

he  said  about  this.     He  said — 

"  Rut  as  to  one  thing  I  am  perfectly  coi 
;  vinced,  that  while  the  fault  of  Mr.  Rhodes 
l  about  as  great  a  fault  a*  a  politician  or 
Statesman  can  commit,  there  has  lieen  nothin 
proved— and  in  my  opinion  there  exial 
nothing  which  affects  Mr.  Rhodes' s  pereoni 
position  as  a  man  of  honour." 

1  If  these  be  the  ideas  of  the  Colonial  Seen 

tary  with   regard   to  public  morality,  i 

would  be  an  evil  day  for  this  country  if  h 

ever  were  allowed  to  become  the  arbiter  c 

'>  our  political  ethics,  or  the  compiler  of  on 

!  code  of  honour.     I  shall  not  any  longe 

[  express,  or  attempt  to  express,  my  owi 

;  individual   opinion   with    regard  to  thi 

.  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  '. 

will    place     myself    on     firmer   ground 

i  I  will  read  a  passage,  not  from  a  speed 

delivered  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  bu 

I  from  a  lx>ok  containing  the  results  of  Uw 

experiences  of  a  long  and  honoured  life 

i  written   by  a  man  lenown  all   over  th 

world    as  a   historian,    and   who  was- 

and    perhaps    is    still —a    political   sap 

porter    of    the     right    hon.    Gentleman 

the    Colonial  Secretary.      In  dealing  in 

this    book    with     what     was     reported 

against  Mr.  Rhodes  by  the  Committee,  he 

comes   to  the  speech  of  the   right  hon. 

Gentleman,    and    there    the   right  hon. 

Gentleman  the  junior  Member  for  DuWin 

University,  who  is  the  writer,  was  afraid 

to  trust  himself  to  express  in  words  what 

he  thought.     He  says  in  an  interrogatory 

form— 

"  What  can  l>e  thought  of  the  language  of  a 
MiniBter  who  volunteered  to  awm*  the  Hon* 
of  Commons  that  in  all  the  transaction*  I  hare 
described,  Mr.  Rhodes,  though  he  had  mad* 
4  a  gigantic  mistake,'  a  mistake  perhaps  af 
great  as  a  statesman  could  make,  had  don* 
nothing  affecting  his  personal  honour  ?  " 

"  What  can  be  thought  ? "  At  the  end  of 
that  passage  is  a  note  of  interrogation,  and 
I  daresay  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  i» 
still  asking  the  question.  "  What  can  be 
thought  ? "  I  am  sure  we  should  all  be  very 
delighted  to  hear  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  wrote  that  passage  ha* 
come  to  any  conclusion  which  wouW 
enable  him  to  answer  the  question  whid 
be  himself  put.  At  the  present  momefl1 
that  mark  of  interrogation  remains  there 
as  it  were,  gaping  with  astonishment  an* 
thirsting  for  further  information  an* 
enlightenment.      But  the  point  is  thfe 
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Is  it  not  fair  to  grant  that  men  who  con- 
sider the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Colonial  Secretary  as  it  was  con- 
sidered by  the  historian  may  reasonably 
come  to  the  conclusion  that   something 
ought  to  be  explained  ?     I   do  not    say 
that  that  is  the  Colonial  Secretary's  idea 
of  honour.     I   should  l>e  very   sorry  to 
ay  so.     What  I  do  say  is  that  that  most 
extraordinary  statement  by  him  makes  it 
ilwolutely  necessary  that  an  explanation 
ihould  be  given  of  a  statement  which  has 
caused  astonishment  and  bewilderment  all 
over  the  world.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lues  not  believe  that  a  man  who  deceives 
uthersis  a  man  of  honour.     Suppose  Mr. 
Fairfield   had  deceived  him.     The  right 
bon.  Gentleman   descri)>es  Mr.    Fairfield 
in  his  letters,  and  in  his  evidence,  and  in 
the  Report,  as  a  perfectly  honourable  man. 
Why  t  "  Because  he  told  me  everything." 
That   is    the     right    hon.    Gentleman's 
standard  of  honour  at  his  best  moments. 
What  would  he  say  if  Lord  Sellx)rne  had 
deceived  not  only  him,  but  Mr.  Fairfield 
ii  well  1     It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  really  meant  what 
he  laid  here  on  that  occasion.     But  here 
cornea  what   has    perplexed    everybody. 
People  have  cast  about  for  an  explanation. 
I  deaire  again  to  read  one  passage  from 
the  "  Annual    Register  " ;  it   contains   a 
rtatement  which  has  been  made  in  various 
prints  up  and  down   the   country,    and 
which  is  solemnly  made  here  with  refer- 
ence to  what  took  place  in  this  House  on 
the  night  of  that  debate.     At  page  169 
of  this    book   there   is    this   significant 
parage— 

"It  wan  an  oi»en  secret  that  throughout  the 
febate,  one  Member,  unconnected  with  either 
[root  bench,  *  it  with  the  famous  telegrams  in 
"•pocket,  and  with  them  certain  correspond - 
***  relating  thereto,  which  he  had  been  in- 
<racUxl  to  read  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Rhode*'** 
tfaacter  being  aspersed." 

(cannot  prove  that  is  true,  but  that  is 
*  statement  which  has  been  solemnly 
Me.  I  believe  that  the  fact  was  known 
to  many  hon.  Members  of  this  House, 
•fel  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  is  as  apt  at  getting  in- 
formation about  everything  in  relation  to 
the  House  of  Commons  as  any  Meml>er  of 
tfo  House  ;  but  whether  he  was  aware  of 
jjjrt  is  stated  in  this  book  T  do  not  know. 
Th*  passage  in  the  "  Annual  Register " 
concludes  thu 
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uThu«  ended,  no  far  as  Parliament  was  con- 
**&*!,  the  most  abortive  inquiry  ever  net 
^  nut  by  a  Committee  chosen  with  special 
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regard  to  the  competency  and  authority  of  its 
members  According  to  their  Report,  Mr. 
Rhodes  had  ljeen  guilty  of  every  conceivable 
form  of  disloyalty  ;  according  to  their  speeches 
in  the  House  of  Commons  he  was  a  hero,  whose 
virtues  were  scarcely  dimmed  by  the  smallest 
speck.  It  was,  therefore,  not  surprising  that 
tne  self-complacency  with  which  the  Com- 
mittee viewed  their  own  proceedings  was  met 
by  the  organs  of  public  opinion  ot  all  shades 
of  political  complexion  with  dissatisfaction 
and  bewilderment/' 

I  appeal  to  every  fair-minded  man  in  the 
House  when  I  ask  the  question  :  Have 
we  not  shown   that  the  conduct  of  the 

■  Colonial  Secretary,  of  the  Committee  of 
inquiry,  and  of  the  Government  after- 
wards make  it  absolutely  imperative  that 
this  further  inquiry  should  be  granted  ? 

!  There  are  two  or  three  other  matters.  I 
shal  1  say  nothing  about  the  non-cancellation 
of  the  charter ;  I  shall  say  nothing  about 
the  reappointment  of  Sir  Graham  Bower 
and  Mr.  Newton,  although  much  might  be 

1  said.  But  the  effect  of  these  matters  in  this 
country  undoubtedly  has  l>een  that  this 
inquiry  is  not  regarded  as  final,  satisfac- 

.  tory,  or  complete.  The  last  ground  which 
I  desire  to  urge  is  the  disclosures  in  the 
letters  published  in  the  Imlependanre  hehjr. 
I  must  go  very  rapidly  through  those.     I 

!  have  them  here  ;  they  are  authentic.  With 
one  exception,  I  am  only  going  to  refer  to 
those  letters  passing  l>etween  the  Colonial 

j  Office  and  Mr.  Hawksley.  They  show 
that    Mr.    Hawksley    was   on    terms    of 

!  extraordinary  intimacy  with  the  officials 

\  of  the   Colonial   Office  :  they   show  that 

1  private  communications  passed  between 
them  written  by  the  directions  and  under 

.  the  instructions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  he  acknowledged  to  me  in  answer 
to  a  question  the  other  day  ;  they  show 
there  is  something  to  keep  l>ack.  We 
know  Mr.  Hawksley.  Mr.  Hawksley  is 
not  a  man  who  was  born  yesteixlay.     He 

'  is  a  man  of  business,  and  when  he  writes 
we  are  entitled  to  assume,  until  they  are 

1  explained,  that  Mr.  Hawksley  had  some 
reason  for  the  statements  made  in  these 

;  letters.  Here  is  the  first,  dated  May  G, 
1896.  There  was  a  private  assurance 
given  to  Mr.  Hawksley  about  the  charter — 

"  I  can't  find  Meade's  draft  of  the  private 
assurance  about  the  charter.  .  .  .  \  ou  are 
aware  that  Chamberlain  intends  to  enlarge  in 
his  speech  on  the  advantage  of  development 
by  Government  in  countries  nke  Ma  tableland. 
V  on  are  aware  that  Chamberlain  wishes  the 
'  announcement  of  an  acceptance  to  be  made  by 
the  company,  and  lnjfore  Friday's  debate.'' 

That  letter  is  from  Mr.  Fairfield  to  Mr. 
Y 
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Hawksley.  The  second  letter  is  one  in 
which  he  says — 

"  In  less  we  hear  at  once  that  you  agree,  the 
matter  is  off  and  we  cannot  deal  with  you  any  ; 
further/*  ! 

Then  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hawksley 
to  Mr.  Fairfield  with  regard  to  the  com- 
position of  the  Committee,  and  about 
that  I  shall  say  a  word  or  two  in  a 
moment.  Then  comes  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Hawksley  to  Lord  Grey,  which  the  House 
of  Commons  has  not  heard  in  ejienso, 
but  which  it  ought  to  hear.  With  re- 
gard to  this  very  inquiry,  Mr.  Hawksley 
.says  in  that  letter  - 

"  [  do  not  think  we  are  by  any  means  out  of 
the  wood,  but  there  does  seem  an  off-chance 
of  the  plea  of  public  interest  being  recognised, 
«nd  the  cables  of  the  last  half  of   1895,  or, 
rather,  the  negotiations  of    that  period,   not  , 
lieing  disclosed,  though  I  am  bound  to  say  that  , 
personally  I  think  the  l>alance  of  probability  is  . 
that  they  will  have  to  come  out.     If  they  do,  ( 
Mr.  Chamberlain  will  have  no  one  but  himself  > 
to  thank.*'  I 

1  dare  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
say,  as  he  is  entitled  to  say,  that  that  is  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Hawksley,  and  not 
by  him.  Ought  not  Mr.  Hawksley  to  have 
been  cross-examined  about  that  I  Ought 
he  not  to  have  been  asked  what  were 
his  grounds  for  saying  that  "  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain would  have  himself  to  thank M 
if  these  matters,  instead  of  being  kept  in 
the  dark,  were  to  come  out  into  the  light 
of  day  'I  There  is  another  letter,  to  which 
I  refer  only  to  show  that  many  of  these 
telegrams  were  not  disclosed.  In  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Hawksley  to  Mr.  Maguire,  who 
was  examined,  but  hardly  cross-examined 
At  all,  these  cables  are  referred  to — 

"  As  far  as  I  can  trace  to-night,  but  without 
exhaustive  search,  yon  and  Harris  cabled 
Rhodes  August  13th,  1895,  Harris  and  Beit  on 
August  17th.  Heit  cabled  November  gtith  and 
*JSth,  and,  of  course,  yon  will  remember  your 
telegrams  December  20th  and  2l»t." 

Not  a  single  one  of  those  telegrams  was 
produced  or  asked  for.  Therefore  am  I 
not  right  in  saying  that  the  new  facts  if 
I  may  borrow  a  phrase  from  another 
country  which  have  been  disclosed,  if 
nothing  else,  make  it  necessary  that  the 
Government  should  grant  a  new  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  that  led  up  to  the 
raid  I  There  is  one  more  feature  in  regard  to 
this  correspondence  to  which  I  will  allude. 
It  does  not  concern  us  how  it  was  obtained, 
but  we  know  that  it  was  not  reproduced 
in    the    papers    of   this   country.      The 

Mr.  S.  T.  Evans. 


respectable  Sprrfahr  said  it  would  not 
touch  the  letters  because  they  were 
stolen.  What  if  they  had  been  letters 
about  Irish  Members  ?  Th<-  Times  is  much 
too  good  a  paper,  and  much  too  proud,  to 
make  any  such  excuse  as  that,  and  simply 
makes  no  reference  to  them  at  all.  Is  not 
that  a  fact  which  in  itself  is  significant  t 
After  the  correspondence  has  been  admit- 
ted to  be  authentic,  is  it  not  a  significant 
fact  that  the  supporters  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  press  think  it  their  duty 
to  keep  back  from  their  reading  public 
the  contents  of  these  letters '?  Hut  the 
worst  feature  disclosed  in  these  letters  is 
that  Mr.  Hawksley  was  allowed  by  inter- 
communication with  the  Colonial  Office, 
and  to  the  knowledge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  to  interfere  in  the  selection  of 
the  p'lsnrniel  of  the  Committee. 

Mil.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  was  under- 
stood  to  say  that  Mr.  Hawksley  was 
entitled  to  express  his  views. 

*Mk.  S.  T.    EVANS :    The    Hon*  of 
Commons   were   the    judges ;   the  Com- 
mittee  to  be   selected   by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  which   was  promised  and 
regarded  as  an  independent  Committee, 
were  the  judges,  and  the  solicitor  to  the 
defendant,   according   to   the    theory  of 
the    right     hon.    Gentleman,    is    to  be 
allowed  to  have  a  voice  in  the  selection 
of  the  judges  who  should  be  appointed. 
I  desire  to  be  very  cautious  lest  it  should 
be  understood   that  we  think   thut  Mr. 
Hawksley  in  being  allowed  to  make  the* 
representations  was  in  any    way  capable 
of  influencing  any  member  of   the  Com- 
mittee.      Nobody      believes     that    Mr. 
Hawksley  could  or  would  be  allowed  to 
approach    members   for  the    purpose  of 
influencing   them   when    they   had  been 
selected,    but   it    is    important    that  ** 
should  show  in  the  House  of  Common*  in 
the  strongest  possible  way  our  disapproval 
of  conduct  which  permits  a  solicitor  for 
persons  accused,  as  these  were,  to  approach 
the  Colonial  Office  in  order  to  get  person* 
appointed  on  a  Committee  who,  according 
to   Ids   view,  might  be  favourable  to  h^ 
clients.      I    submit    that    the   House  & 
Commons  would  do  well,  even  at  this  la^ 
hour,  to  grant  a  further  inquiry  into  the**' 
matters.     You  may  say  that  an  inquirf 
has  been  held,  and  people  are  unreasonable 
to  ask  for  a  further  investigation.    Yo& 
may  say  that  we  are  much  too  great  * 
,  people  to  listen  to  what  happens  abroad- 
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at  is  not  the  measure  you  mete  j  Gentlemen  opposite  who  were  member** 
er  nations.  Do  we  forget  the  |  of  that  Committee  to  reply,  and  so  far  as 
;  of  the  English  newspapers  with  \  this  resolution,  under  the  pretext  of  publie 
to  the  Dreyfus  trial  ?  It  will  be  interest,  is  a  direct  personal  attack  upon 
A  that  there  is  a  unanimous ;  myself,  although  I  will  deal  with  the 
of  opinion  in  foreign  countries  that !  essential  facts,  I  certainly  will  not  follow 
as  complicity  l)etween  the  Colonial ,  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
nd  those  who  took  part  in  the  con-  j  through  all  the  details  of  a  complicated 
and  in  the  raid  which  followed  .  business,  most  of  which,  if  not  all  of 
he  conspiracy  failed.  That  being  |  which,  were  carefully  examined  by  the 
not  important  that  we  should  do  !  Committee.  1  confess  that  at  one  time  I 
ng,  great  nation  though  we  are,  to  '  did  feel  very  bitterly  about  this  matter, 
veil  now  when  we  are  at  war,  that  -,  and  thought  it  hard  that  such  charges 
i  not  lost  the  sense  of  fairness  and  ,  should  be  brought  against  me  after  I  had 


je  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  a 
>n  the  29th  January,  1897,  referring 
Committee,  said  -"  I  believe  it  will 
al    to    the    difficult    task    lief  ore 


been  for  twenty-four  years  a  Member  of 
this  House,  that  charges — no,  they  are 
not  charges;  they  are  insinuations  and 
innuendoes — should  be  advanced,  based 
And  he  made  use  of  this  ;  on  suspicions  and  imputations  which  even 
"  It     will      know      that      it ,  those  who  repeat  and  publish  .them  dare 

shield  great  national  interests. ?>  not  pretend  that  they  themselves  believe. 
r>t  pretend  to  know  whether  that '  We  are  told  that  further  inquiry  is 
lasanv  special  significance.  I  do  not '  necessary  to  satisfy  foreign  critics  of  the 

to  be  able  to  tell  the  House  what  j  Colonial  Secretary.  No,  Sir ;  I  am  not 
;reat  national  interests  "  were  to  .  hopeful  that  anything  the  House  can  do, 
he  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred,  j  certainly  that  anything  I  can  do,  will 
lich  that  Committee  of  Inquiry  !  silence  my  foreign  critics.  A  much  better 
->  shield  ;  but  I  do  know  that !  reason  is  given  when  Members  say  there 
re  some  matters  of  the  greatest ;  is  great  anxiety  in  the  country,  that 
I  interest  which  ought  to  be  suspicion  has  taken  profound  root  there, 
rded,  namely — the  credit  and  j  ancl  that  we  owe  it  to  our  constituents 
ion  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  '  and  our  countrymen  that  these  matters 
nour  of  the  House  of  Commons,  :  should  again  be  gone  into.  But  where  is 
le  good  faith  of  the  nation,  the  proof  of  this  \  I  have  had  good  reason 
ouse   of    Commons    ought   never  ,  to  know  of  late  that  these  attacks  do  not 

to  do  all  that  is  necessary  influence  the  minds  or  affect  the  judgments 
rish  and  to  uphold  these  great  of  anybody  inside  the  House  of  Commons 
I  interests,  and  this  motion  is  ;  or  outside  the  House  of  Commons  for 
pon  the  acceptance  of  the  House  in  ,  whose  good  opinion  I  care  one  straw.  On 
lat  those  great,  and  vital,  national  the  other  hand,  I  find  that  those  of  my 
s  may  be  safeguarded  and  vindi-  opponents  who  have  been  prominent  in 
•fore  the  eyes  of  the  world.  this  matter — in   this   dirty  work,  in  this 

j  conspiracy  against  the  reputation  of  a 
>n  marie,  and  (Question  proposed,  i  single  man  —I  find  that  some  of  these 
it  is  expedient  that  a  full  inquiry  ;  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  a  hearing 
*.  into  the  origin  and  circumstances  !  even  from  their  own  constituents.  Well, 
conspiracy  against  the  Transvaal  j  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  reso- 
ment,  and  of  the  incursion  into  the  ,  lution  said  he  would  not  make  a  personal 
African    Republic   by   an   armed    attack,  and  I,  trying  to  treat  the  motion 

1895. v — (Mr.  I).  A.  Thomas).  \  as  impersonally  as   I  can,  will  endeavour 

!  to  recall  the  House  to  the  really  important 
.J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  think  it  j  features  of  the  matter,  and  the  facts  upon 
hably  be  most  convenient  that  I ;  which  their  judgment  will  have  to  be 
wy  at  once  what  I  have  to  say  on  !  based.  This  is  a  motion  for  a  new  in- 
olution,  and  1  am  happy  to  think  j  quiry,  and    1    notice  that  in  the  wording 

will  not  be  necessary  to  trouble  ,  of  the  motion  there  is  no  reference  to  an 
we  at  any  great  length.  So  far  j  inquiry  having  been  already  held  ;  that 
esolution  is  an  attack  on  the  South  '  fact  and  all  the  work  that  Committee 
Committee,  I  will  leave  it  to  my  i  did  is  ignored  entirely— and  it  is 
les  and    to    hon.  and  right  hon.    necessary      that      the      House     should 
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for  a  moment  bear  in   mind   what   was  I 
done  in  respect  of  that  first  inquiry.     On  I 
December  29th,  1895,  the  raid  occurred,  \ 
and  within  a  few  days   I  made  a  public  ; 
statement   that   full    inquiry   should   be  ! 
made  into  the  raid  and  its  origin.     There  ! 
was   no  suggestion  at  that   time  of  my  j 
complicity,  there  was  no  pressure  upon  j 
me,  but  at  the  same  time  1  made  that  | 
promise  freely  on  behalf  of  the  Govern-  i 
ment,    and    I   afterwards   repeated   that  , 
promise  to  this  House  and  to  President  | 
Kruger.     The  inquiry  could  only  be  held  ! 
after  the  judicial  proceedings  came  to  an  ' 
end  in  which  Dr.  Jameson  and  his  officers 
were  concerned,  and  the  moment  the  trial 
was  over  I  came  to   the  House  and  pro- 
posed a  Committee.     Undoubtedly  some 
persons  thought  that  such  a  Committee 
would  do  no  good,  that  it  would  amount 
to   washing    dirty    linen  in   public,   and 
might,     therefore,     seriously     endanger 
the     negotiations     then     in       progress. 
Representations    were    made    to    me  to 
that   effect,    and    that    is   the   meaning, 
I  suppose,  of  the  allusion  in  a  letter — 
which  is  not  mine  and  which  I  ought  not 
to  l>e  called  upon  to  interpret — that  the 
plea  of  public  interest  would  be  used.     It 
was   used,  but  it  had   no  effect   on  my 
mind,  I  paid  no  regard  to  it  -we  did  not 
advance  it  -  and  I  came  to  the  House  and 
asked     that    a     Committee     should     be 
appointed    to     conduct    the    inquiry    I 
had    promised.       The     Committee    was 
appointed   at   the   end  of   1896;  it  was 
too  late   then  to  do  any  work,    and   in 
1897    it  was   reappointed,   again  at   my 
instigation,  and  proceeded   to   work.     I 
know  I  was  deeply  impressed  at  the  time 
of  the   inquiry   with   the  importance  of 
securing  from  it  a  final  decision  and  Report, 
a  Report  which  should,  if  possible,  com- 
mand general  and  public  confidence.  Above  ; 
all,   I   was  anxious  that  in   this  matter,  I 
where  so  many  interests  were  at  stake,  \ 
there  should   not  be   the  appearance  of  j 
party  feeling.     I  thought  at  the  time  that  • 
hon.    Gentlemen   opposite   were    of    the  j 
same  opinion,  and  to  secure  that  result  I  ! 
was  careful  to  give  way  in  every  respect ' 
possible  to  every  suggestion  made  to  me  , 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  \ 
for  West  Monmouth,  then  Leader  of  the  ; 
Opposition,  and  other  prominent  leaders 
of   the   party   opposite.     It   is   perfectly 
well  known  to  the  House  that  I  wanted  a 
judicial  commission  similar  to  that  which 
tried   the  accusations  against  Mr.  Parncll, 
and  it   was  only  l>ecause  the  Opposition 

Mr.  J.  Chambwhun. 


objected  to  that  that  a  Parliame 
Committee  was  appointed.  I  regret 
much  that  that  decision  was  arriv 
and  I  think  anyone  who  will  carr 
mind  back  to  the  time  when  the 
mittee  sat — who  remembers  the  coi 
"  scenes,"  the  sensational  reports  in 
papers  and  comments  on  what  was  al 
to  be  and  supposed  to  be  a  judicial 
ceeding — anybody  who  reflects  upon 
things  will  agree  that,  whatever  a 
tages  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
have,  it  is  not  a  judicial  body, 
again,  the  hon.  Member  has  repro 
me  with  sitting  on  the  Committee. 
Sir,  I  did  everything  I  could  to 
sitting  on  it.  I  appealed  to  the  I 
of  the  Opposition.  I  told  him  that  of  < 
the  conduct  of  the  Colonial  Office  i 
come  under  discussion,  and  I  sugg 
to  him,  urging  it  on  that  ground  and  < 
ground  of  the  important  character  < 
work  upon  which  I  was  then  eng 
that  I  should  not  be  a  member  o 
Committee,  but  offering  in  that  case  a 
time  to  come  forward  and  give  evi 
and  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
mittee  any  information  the  Colonial 
had.  I  only  consented  to  take  parti 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  at  the  ex 
wish  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  perhaps  now  u 
stand  why  I  did  not  take  a  more  p 
nent  part  in  the  Committee  discussio 
did  not  think  it  my  duty  to  do  so,  8 
that  my  action  and  the  conduct  o 
Department  were  in  some  sort  undei 
sideration.  I  did  not  think  it  my 
to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  Cor 
tee.  Acting  on  that  view,  and  h 
always  in  mind  the  desirability  of  avo 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  party  coi 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  pract 
accepted  every  suggestion  made  b) 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  for 
conduct  of  the  proceedings,  and  I  Ik 
my  colleagues  on  this  side  peri 
agreed  with  me  ;  and  I  do  not  think 
from  beginning  to  end  any  decisioi 
come  to  by  the  Committee,  or  any 
taken,  that  had  a  .party  character. 
Committee  sat  for  six  months,  a 
laborious  undertaking,  and  it  was 
brought  to  a  close,  nut,  again,  at  i 
suggestion  ?  At  the  distinct  augm 
and  by  the  wish  of  the  right  hon.  G 
man  who  was  then  the  Leader  o 
Opposition,  and  the  right  hon.  Gent! 
has  given  on  more  than  one  oecasio 
reasons  for  taking  that  course,  an 
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concurred  in  those  reasons.  I  know  that 
he  will  confirm  what  I  say  now — [Sir 
William  Harcourt  :  Hear,  hear  !]  —that 
that  course  suggested  by  him  was  not  in- 
stigated by  me  nor  by  any  other  Member 
on  this  side  of  the  House ;  and  I  am 
me  he  will  also  say,  if  he  speaks 
to-night — and  I  think  it  should  be 
aid,  although  we  may  be  per- 
fectly certain  it  is  the  case— that  he 
did  not  take  that  step  in  order  to  shield 
the  reputation  of  anyone — [Sir  W.  Har- 
im'RT:  Hear,  hear!] — either  at  the 
Colonial  Office,  or,  as  tne  suggestion  also 
has  l»een  made,  of  anybody  outside  the 
Colonial  Office  —  [Sir  W.  *  Harcourt  : 
Hear,  hear !] — whatever  his  station  might 
he.  Almost  every  point  that  has  been 
rawed  by  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
have  addressed  the  House  came  before 
that  Committee  and  was  carefully  ex- 
amined. But  above  all  there  was  the 
great  question  of  the  telegrams.  Well, 
these  telegrams  passed  between  Mr. 
Rhodes  in  Africa  and  his  agents  in  this 
country — agents  and  friends  ;  they  were 
shown  to  mc,  as  has  l>een  stated  before, 
and  as  was  stated  by  me  before  the  Com- 
mittee, at  my  request  by  the  solicitor  to 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  to  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany on,  I  think,  June  6.  They  were 
■ent  to  me  for  confidential  perusal  and 
[Hum,  and  it  appeared  to  me  then,  and 
it  appears  to  me  now,  that  under  those 
circumstances  I  had  no  right  whatever  to 
Bake  use  of  them  as  against  the  person  or 
persons  whose  property  they  were,  and 
*ho  had  sent  them  to  me  under  those 
conditions.  But  I  took  care  in  sending 
them  back  to  say  to  the  solicitor  that  as 
far  as  I  was  concerned  I  had  no  personal 
objection  whatever  to  their  publication. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  makes  a  discredit- 
able insinuation — his  speech  was  made  up 
°f  insinuations  unworthy  of  a  Member  of 
|Ws  House — the  insinuation  that  I  wrote 
to  that  sense  because  I  knew  that  the 
tther  parties  would  not  wish  to  produce 
*W  I  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
the  other  parties,  whether  they  wanted  to 
PNuce  them  or  whether  they  did  not. 
jtae  telegrams,  then,  I  saw,  as  I  say,  on 
•huie  6,  1896,  and  I  have  never  seen  ihem 
*toce,  except  in  so  far  as  they  were  pro- 
duced to  the  Committee.  The  Committee 
fcUed  for  those  telegrams— they  called, 
°f  course,  for  the  whole  batch — from  the 
kfepiph  company.  When  they  were 
Ptwueed  by  tne  telegraph  company  and 
^  to  be  examined  it  was  found  that 
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I  some  were   missing ;    the  majority  were 
j  there,  but    the   minority    were   missing. 
1  Now,  do   not  let  the   House   make   any 
|  mistake,   or  else  we   shall  have  another 
insinuation.     These  telegrams  that  were 
!  missing   were   not   missing  owing  to  any 
!  action,  or   instigation,  or   suggestion    by 
any    of    the    parties   interested,  by   the 
Colonial  Office,  Mr.  Rhodes,  Mr.  Hawks- 
ley,  or  anybody  else  whose  name  has  been 
mentioned ;  they  were  missing  solely  and 
entirely  because  of  the  ordinary  proceed- 
ings of  the  cable  company,  under  which, 
as  I  understand,  they  destroy  cablegrams 
after  a  ceitain  date. 

Mr.    I).    A.   THOMAS:    Neither   my 
hon.  friend  nor  myself  said  otherwise. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Oh,  I  am 

j  not  speaking  of  the   hon.  Member.     The 

I  sole  reason  why  those  telegrams  were  not 

produced  was  a  reason  which  concerned 

'  the  cable  company,  and  it  did  not,  as  I 

say,  concern   anybody   else.     The  eable- 

|  grams   that    were    produced  were,  as    I 

i  stilted,  the  bulk,  and  the  telegrams  that 

[  were  not  produced,  although  I  could  not 

I  give  details,  I  am  quite  able  to  say  were 

telegrams   similar  in   character  to  those 

that  were  ;  that  is  to  say,  many  of  them 

were  quite  unimportant,  or  some  of  them, 

at  any  rate  - 1  do  not  think  there  were  a 

!  great    number    altogether  —  some    were 

I  irrelevant  and  entirely  unimportant,  and 

I  others,  like  some  of  the  telegrams  that 

|  were  produced,  did  appear  to  imply  the 

i  complicity  of  the  Colonial  Office.     Those 

j  that  were  produced,  including,  of  course, 

j  those   which    implied  complicity  on  the 

i  part  of  the   Colonial   Office,  were    most 

i  carefully   examined    by   the  Committee, 

;  and  witnesses  were  called  upon  that  very 

I  point.      I    am    not    quite   certain   -it  is 

really  difficult  to  remember  with  absolute 

;  accuracy    everything    that   took   place 

-  -whether    Mr.    Rhodes    was   examined 

I  with    regard    to    the    telegrams.      [The; 

I  Attorney  General  :   No !]     I  think  he 

left  before  then. 

i 

j      Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS :  He  said  he  would 
not  say  what  was  in  the  telegrams. 

|  Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  He  was  not 
i  examined  because  he  had  left  the  country  : 
i  but  Dr.  Jameson,  Dr.  Harris,  Miss  Shaw, 
|  and  Mr.  Beit  were  examined,  and  after 
this  examination  of  witnesses  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  after  full  examination  of  the 
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telegrams  themselves,  and  after  hearing 
what  Lord  Selborne  and  myself  had  to 
say  upon  the  subject,  the  Committee  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  in  them  to  convict,  to  imply,  to 
justify  any  charge  whatever  against  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  they  reported  to  that 
effect.  They  reported  in  July,  1897,  and 
a  few  days  afterwards  there  was  a  debate 
in  this  House  on  that  Report,  and  practi- 
cally exactly  the  same  question  was  then 
raised  which  is  being  raised  now.  The 
terms  of  the  resolution  were  different,  but 
what  was  desired  by  the  hon.  Members 
who  then  supported  that  resolution  was 
a  further  inquiry,  especially  into  the  sub- 
ject of  the  telegrams,  and  the  House  sup- 
ported the  Report  of  the  Committee. 
That  is  the  history  of  the  proceedings 
down  to  the  time  of  the  close  of  the 
Committee.  Why  is  a  further  inquiry 
required  now  ?  These  hon.  Gentleman, 
with  an  object  which  is  perfectly  evident 
and  must  be  apparent  to  Irish  Members, 
recall  the  circumstances  of  the  Parnell 
Commission  ;  but  after  the  Parnell  Com- 
mission had  acquitted  Mr.  Parnell  I  do 
not  remember  anybody  coming  forward 
to  say  that  there  ought  to  be  a  further 
trial.  The  only  ground  on  which  a 
further  inquiry  can  be  asked  for  is  that 
something  new  has  transpired.  [Na- 
tionalist cheers.]  Very  good.  What  is 
there  that  is  new  that  has  transpired 
since  then  ?  I  say,  and  1  am  going  to 
prove  it,  that  since  that  time  there  has 
not  been  anything  new,  there  has  not 
been  one  jot  or  iota  of  new  evidence,  or 
new  ground  for  suspicion,  that  could 
possibly  be  advanced  to  justify  a  second 
inquiry.  What  are  the  things  that  hon. 
Members  opposite,  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  moved  and  seconded  this  resolution, 
refer  to  as  justifying  this  motion  I  Well, 
in  the  first  place,  a  speech  which  I  made 
in  1897,  a  few  days  after  the  Report  was 
produced,  in  which  they  say  I  exonerated 
Mr.  Rhodes.  If  that  l>e  a  ground  for  an 
inquiry  it  was  a  ground  then,  it  was  a 
ground  in  1897  when  the  speech  was 
made.  Why  did  not  they  ask  for  a 
further  inquiry  in  1897, "  or  in  the 
beginning  of  1898  ?  Why  do  they  wait 
for  this  precise  moment  ?  Why  do  they 
wait  till  war  has  broken  out  1  Why  do 
they  wait  till  much  may  depend  upon  the 
peace  which  will  ultimately  be  made? 
But,  Sir,,  upon  the  merits,  suppose  that 
speech,  instead  of  having  been  made  three 
years  ago,  had    been    made    yesterday, 

Mr.  J,  Cliamttrrlain% 


1  would   it  then   have  been   any    j 

j  whatever    for     demanding    a     f 

1  inquiry  l    What  was  the  speech  1 

1  say   1    exonerated   Mr.   Rhodes  ; 

j  is  a  great  deal   of  cant  talked  b} 

,  hon.  Gentlemen  about  Mr.  Rhodes. 

Rhodes    was    accused    of     two    d 

;  offences  :  he  was  accused  of  a  cons 

to  bring  about  the  raid  and  to  enc< 

the  insurrection  in  Johannesburg. 

was  one  charge,  and  of  that  charg 

all  that  was  consequent  upon  n%  a 

was  connected  with  it,  all  the  de 

which  hon.  Gentlemen  have   talk< 

'  was  found  guilty,  and  he  was  cond 

in  the  strongest  terms  by  the  Com 

!  in    the  Report    which    I  myself    f 

I  Yes,    but    that    was   not  all.     Th( 

,  Gentleman  chooses  to  ignore,  althoi 

i  knows  perfectly  well,   that  beside 

j  above  that  charge  of  which  he  was 

guilty    there    was    another    charg 

abominable  charge,  a   base   charge 

ought  never  to  have  been  made  w 

absolute  proof,  although  I  know  we 

'  charges  may  be  made  without  any 

!  at  all.     The  charge  was  that  he  hac 

i  this  thing,    that  he  had  committc 

i  political    crime,    not    with    any 

■  spirited  motive,  not  from  any  pa 
I  ambition,    but    with    the    most 

motive,  with  the  object  of  benefiting 
I  self  pecuniarily,  with  the  object  o 
|  moting  his  Stock  Exchange  specul 
j  and  of  raising  the  value  of  his  pro 
j  That  was  the  charge  that  was 
I  against  Mr.  Rhodes  by  the  hon.  G 

■  man  the  Member  for  Northamptor 
by  organs  of  the  press  in  all  parts  < 

j  country.  Of  that  charge  Mr.  B 
was  proved  absolutely  innocent,  and 
,  the  question  came  before  the  Comi 
•  the  hon.  Member  was  challenged  t< 
i  proofs,  and  he  failed  to  do  s< 
|  admitted  that  he  had  no  evidence 
ever  to  put  forward. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northara] 

;  I   am  afraid  the  right  hon.  Gentler 

mistaken.     What   I  admitted  at  tl 

j  quiry  was  that  I  made  a  mistake  in  i 

!  to  special  speculations. 

|      Mil.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :    I  saj 
with  regard   to    Mr.    Rhodes    the 

i  Member  did  not  bring  forward  one  ti 

I  evidence  for  the  charges  which  he  had 
With  the   feeling  of  indignation 
was  provoked  in  me  by  these  most  u 

I  most   unworthy  charges,   while    I 
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<Iemned  Mr.  Rhodes  as  strongly  as  any-  j  ask  for  advice  and  instruction  as  to  what 
tody  else  for  the  offence  he  had  really  !  they  should  do.  I  refused  to  give  them 
cumraitted,  I  absolved  him  absolutely  of  j  either.  I  said  they  must  act  on  their 
the  offence  he  had  not  committed,  which  ■  own  responsibility.  The  only  thing  J 
would  have  tainted  his  personal  honour.  ■  insisted  on  was  that  I  must  have  their 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say  about  that  speech.  \  answer  in  time  for  the  debate,  in  order 
Then  we  come  to  a  much  more  definite  that  I  might  inform  the  House  of  Com- 
mitter. It  appears  a  further  inquiry  is  to  '  mons  upon  the  fact.  In  the  same  letter 
be  asked  for  on  account  of  that  precious  ,  Mr.  Fairfield  referred  to  an  opinion  of 
collection  of  documents  which  was  pul>-  mine  which  also  is  perfectly  well  known 
liihed  in  the  Imlepentlanre  llthjr.  Why,  — namely,  that  I  did  not  consider  that 
Sir,  the  hon.  Gentlemen  have  been  very  under  any  circumstances  the  Chartered 
acanty  of  information  as  to  the  way  Company  could  be  dealt  with  until  the 
these  documents  were  procured.  They  inquiry  had  been  completed  and  their 
were  stolen,  apparently,  from  Mr.  Hawks  i i  defence  had  been  properly  considered, 
ley's  desk  by  a  clerk  who  was  summarily  .  That,  I  think,  stands  to  reason,  and  I  do 
dismissed,  and  they  were  then  hawked  not  think  anybody  coidd  differ,  or  did 
about  London  to  the  newspapers  holding  j  differ,  from  me  at  the  time.  That  fact 
different  politics  from  my  own,  as  well  as  i  was  communicated  to  the  Chartered  Coin- 
to  those  of  my  own  side,  and  none  of  ,  pany.  Then  there  is  a  second  letter  from 
them  would  touch  them,  even  with  the  Mr.  Fairfield,  in  which  he  refers  to  the 
tom*i.  And  then  at  last  they  found  a  ;  composition  of  the  Committee.  A  Par- 
cnrtonier,  they  found  a  customer  in  a  well- \  liamentary  Committee  was  decided  upon, 
kiwwn  friend  of  the  Boers.  He  contrived  |  at  the  suggestion  and  the  wish  of  hon. 
t«  transmit-  them  to  Dr.  Leyds,  and  Dr.  ;  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I 
kytls  paid,  or  promised  to.  pay,  £100  for  '  desired  to  make  it  an  impartial  Committee 
them.  Dr.  Leyds  never  made  a  worse  i --a  Committee  which  should  not  be  par- 
Urgain  in  his  life  than  when  he  paid  ;  tisan — from  which  should  be  excluded 
ilOO  for  that  rubbish.  There  is  nothing  !  everybody  who  had  any  direct  or  indirect 
m  those  documents,  assuming  them  to  j  interest  in  any  of  the  parties  concerned, 
1*  genuine — and  I  do  assume  them  to  be  i  and  from  which  should  be  excluded  also 
genuine — that  from  first  to  last  was  not  (  those  who  had  publicly  prejudged  the 
Wwri  to  the  Committee  and  to  every-  I  question.  But  1  was  told  that  that  view 
••ody  at  the  time  the  Committee  sjit.  Let  did  not  commend  itself  to  gentlemen 
«***•  what  is  in  those  documents.  There  '  opposite,  and  that  they  desired  that  the 
j»  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fairfield  to  Mr.  j  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  had  taken 
Hawksley.  The  hon.  Mem1>er  expressed  '  a  very  strong  part  in  condemning  Mr. 
wirprise  that  Mr.  Hawksley  was  known  at  Rhodes  and  the  Chartered  Company,  and 
the  Colonial  Office.  !  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton-    who 

1  had      taken     a     still      more      extreme 

Mh.  S.  T.  EVAXS  :  I  did  not  express  |  part  —  should  both  be  upon  tin* 
sarprise.  Committee.       The     moment     that     was 

'  decided       on,       the      Committee       had 

MR.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Mr.  Hawks-  '  to  l>e  appointed  on  the  ordin- 
p\  as  the  Solicitor  and  agent  of  the  ary  lines  upon  which  all  such  Com- 
^nartered  Company,  was  constantly  at !  mittees  are  appointed-  that  is  to  say, 
Jne  Colonial  Office  on  the  business  of  the  ,  that  all  interests  should  be  represented* 
tnartered  Company,  and  he  happened,  in  j  Accordingly,  no  objection  whatever  was 
*jWition,  to  be  a  personal  friend  of  Mr.  i  made  by  the  Government  to  the  desire, 
'airfield.  Both  gentlemen  belonged  to  '  first  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  and  secondly  of  the 
jne  party  to  which  the  hon.  Member  also  '  Chartered  Company,  that  some  hon. 
Moiled  and  they  were  intimate  personal  "  Member  of  this  House  who  was,  at  any 
lili  '  ^ne  **rst  'etter  wnicn  Mr-  Fair- ;  rate,  friendly  to  them,  should  appear  on 
7W  wrote  to  Mr.  Hawksley  is  in  connec-  the  Committee,  not  of  course  it  never  is 
tl(;n  with  the  debate  which  took  place  in  I  so  in  these  cases — as  delegates  or  the 
|to»  House  soon  after  the  raid.  It  was  j  representatives  of  the  threatened  interests, 
^own  that  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Mr.  Beit  had  .  but  as  persons  who  would  at  least  see  that 
tiered  their  resignation  to  the  lxjard  of  j  their  defence  was  properly  stated  and  that 
«e  Chartered  Company,  and  the  Char-  j  they  had  a  fair  field.  Is  that  a  great 
^^  Company's  board  came  to  me  to  1  secret  1    These  two  hon.  Members  bring 
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that  out  as  if  at  last  here  there  was  a  1  of  the  telegrams.  No  doubt  if  I  h 
crushing  case  against  the  Colonial  Office.  I  yielded  to  the  pressure  which  was  put 
They  forget  the  debate  in  the  House  of  '  me,  and  if  no  inquiry  had  been  held,  tht 
Commons  on  the  appointment  of  the  would  have  been  no  telegrams.  Actually 
Committee.       The   appointment  of    the    statement  of  that  sort,  which  I  never  & 


hon.  Member  for  Northampton  and  that 
of  the  present  Under  Secretary  for  War 
was  objected  to  on  the  distinct  ground 
that  they  represented  interests  or  special 


until  it  appeared  the  other  day  in  t 
Indepenrtance  Beige,  is  seriously  brouj 
forward  here  as  one  of  the  great  reasc 
why  a  further  inquiry  should  be  held 


views ;  but  when  once  you  came  to  the  !  order    to   decide    whether   the    Colon 
opinion  that  the  Committee  was  not  to  '  Secretary    has    committed    perjury. 


this  matter  had  been  an  ordinary  case 
if  it  had  not  been  complicated"  by  politi 


be    an   impartial   Committee    you    were 
bound   to   have  both   sides  represented. 

That  is  a  part  of  this  monstrous  web  of  |  motives  and  by  personal  animosities 
intrigue  which  we  are  supposed  to  be  not  a  man  in  this  House  would  hi 
weaving.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  about !  said  that  there  was  a  shadow  of  a  shi 
the  Fairfield  letters.  Is  it  to  be  expected  |  of  a  ground  for  reopening  the  inqui 
of  me  that  I  am  to  go  into  the  letter  of  |  The  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ask  for 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary,  '  inquiry.  They  do  not  want  an  inquii 
written  in  the  course  of  his  office  to  some  I  they  want  an  execution.  As  long 
one  who  applied  for  the  release  of  the  ■  there  is  a  verdict  of  acquittal  behi 
raiders  ;  or  am  I  to  touch  on  the  letter —  ]  them,  they  will  go  on  asking  for  inquiri 
which  does  not  appear  to  1k»  an  unnatural  i  What  they  want  to  do  is  to  discredit 


one — of  Mr.  Justice  Bigham,  as  ho  now 
is,  to  Mr.  Hawksley,  from  whom  he 
wanted  some  information  '?  Or  am  I  to 
touch  on  the  letter  from  a  lady  who  hap- 
pened to  be  related  to  me  by  marriage, 


Minister  at  the  present  time  they  cha 
unjustly  with  being  in  a  special  se; 
responsible  for. this  war,  and  whom  tl 
desire — no  doubt  for  good  reasons- 
exclude  from  any  part  in  the  settlem 


but  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  does  not  share  !  which  is  to  follow.     Let  them   do  tfc 


my   opinions,   and   with    whom  I    have 
never  had  any  discussion  on  South  Afri 
can  affairs  ?     Are  these  the  matters  upon 


worst.  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  rely 
the  good  sense  and  generosity  of  t 
House  and  of  my  countrymen  outsi< 


which   1  am  to   reply   for   the   Colonial  (  and  I  venture  to    say   that   this  atta 
Office  1     No,  Sir  ;  but  there  is  one  other    and  all  the  attacks  which  have  precec 
letter  to  which  the  hon.   Member  made  ,  it,  will  recoil  upon  the  shoulders  of  th 
allusion.     That   is   the   letter  from  Mr.  (  who  make  them. 
Hawksley  to  Lord  Grey,  in    which    Mr.  \ 

Hawksley  says,  writing,  remember,  in  i  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (M 
February,  when  the  Committee  were  !  mouthshire,  W.) :  I  rise  to  state 
beginning  their  labours,  "  I  am  afraid  we  !  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  for  this  rea 
are  not  out  of  the  wood."  Does  the  hon.  I  tion.  It  will  not  l>e — as  I  think  then, 
Member  think  that  "we"  meant  the  !  hon.  Gentleman  will  acknowledge — fa 
Colonial  Office  1  !  political  motives  or  personal  ammosit 

I  My  view  of  this  matter  is  a  different 

Mr.  S.    T.   KVANS :   No ;  I  said  dis-    in  many   respects  from  that  of  the  h 

tinctly  no.  I  Members  who  have  moved  and  secoro 

j  this  resolution.  When  I  listened  to  tl 
Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No,  neither  j  speeches  I  did  not  feel  quite  sure  * 
do  I.  He  said  he  did  not  think  "  we  are  j  were  the  parties  to  be  indicted.  ^ 
out  of  the  wood/'  and  they  were  not,  as  memljer  of  that  Committee  I  felt  tha 
the  circumstances  show.  He  said  ho  j  least  as  many  charges  were  brought  aga 
thought  it  probable  that  the  telegrams  :  me  as  against  anybody  else,  but  I  am 
would  be  produced.  They  were  produced,  •  going  to  enter  into  a  defence  of  the  C 
as  I  myself  was  practically  certain  they  \  raittee,  because  I  do  not  think  it  is  ne 
would  be  produced,  and  I  made  no  j  sary.  The  Committee  have  stated 
objection  to  their  production.  He  goes  '  ground  upon  which  they  found  it  im 
on  to  say  that  "  if  they  come  out  sible  to  give  a  final  Report.  On  the  ^ 
Chamberlain  will  have  no  one  to  thank  face  of  it  there  has  not  been  a  full 
but  himself."  That  is  perfectly  true.  I  quiry,  and  we  gave  our  reasons  why! 
have  to  thank  myself  for  the  production    full  inquiry  should  not  take  place.  Th 
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fore,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  desire  to 
xtate  the  reasons  which  actuate  me  in 
thinking  that  a  full  inquiry  is  necessary  ; 
and  it  is  upon  that  ground,  and  that  ground 
alone,  that  I  desire  to  speak.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  the  suspi- 
cions are  the  work  of  his  political  adver- 
saries. [Ministerial  cries  of  "Hear,  hear!"] 
No,  those  suspicions  are  not  the  work  of  his 
political  adversaries;  they  are  the  work 
of  men  who,  for  their  own  objects,  have 
stuck  at  nothing  in  the  way  of  men- 
dacity, in  the  way  of  forgery,  and,  as  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  has  said,  in  the 
way  of  every  form  of  fraud  to  answer 
their  own  purposes.  They  are  the  authors 
of  these  suspicions.  It  is  the  agents  of 
Mr.  Rhodes  who  have  endeavoured  to 
cover  their  guilt  by  suggesting,  and  more 
than  suggesting —by  asserting  the  com- 
plicity of  the  Colonial  Office.  What  was 
their  object?  In  the  insurrection  which 
they  subsidised  in  South  Africa  Mr. 
Beit  gave  £200,000,  and  Mr.  Rhodes 
gave  very  nearly  the  same  sum,  for  that 
purpose,  but  they  could  not  with  all  their 
money  get  up  that  raid  until  they  had 
given  the  assurance  that  Lord  Rosmead 
was  an  accomplice.     Before  the  raid  took 

6ce  there  was  a  telegram  sent  from  Mr. 
odea's  brother  to  Mr.    Rhodes  to  sav 
that-  - 

"Iti*  aliftolutely  essential  that  you  shall 
Ujforra  as  that  the  High  Commissioner  and 
Mr.  Rhodes,  the  Prime  Minister  at  the  ('ape, 
jll  come  up  when  the  insurrection  take* 
place  to  give  ii4  their  countenance.1' 

And  knowing  that  they  had  deceived 
I^rd  Rosmead,  that  they  never  told  him 
*hat  the  true  condition  of  things  was,  Mr. 
Rhodes  had  not  even  the  courage  to  send 
the  answer  himself,  but  he  orders  Mr. 
«it  to  send  a  telegram  to  say  that  the 
chairman  and  himself  would  come  up. 
*tat  was  the  falsehood  by  which  they 
^ight,  as  well  as  with  their  money,  to 
Promote  this  insurrection.  But  it  was 
n°t  necessary  only  to  tell  this  falsehood 
to  induce  the  men  in  Johannesburg  to 
"**•  There  was  something  more  than 
that.  It  was  necessary  to  induce  the 
officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Army  to  take 
l*rt  in  this  criminal  attempt ;  and  how 
Was  that  done  ?  Sir  John  W illoughby,  a 
1114,1  of  unquestionable  honour,  has  told 
yon  that  he  was  informed  by  Dr.  Jameson 
^t  the  Government  was  at  their  back, 
JJ^  Dr.  Jameson  did  not  deny  it.  [Mr. 
1Hahbkblain  :  Yes,  he  did]     But  what 


did    Sir 
said-  - 


John    Willoughby    say  T      He 


"I  acted  under  J)r.  Jameson's  orders  in  the 
honest  and  bona  fidr  belief  that  the  steps  were 
taken  with  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  the 
Imperial  authorities.  I  was  informed  I y  Dr. 
Jameson  that  that  was  the  fact.*' 

At  page  :J01  of   the  evidence,   Question 
5942,  Dr.  Jameson  said — 

"  1  daresay  I  may  have  said  to  them  [the 
officers],  *  I  may  tell  you  practically  that  the 
Government  would  Iwick  it  up,'  or  words  of  that 
kind." 

That  produced  on  the  minds  of  these 
officers  an  impression  that  they  had  the 
Government  at  their  back.  He  also  said 
that  u  the  safety  of  their  commissions 
might  be  guaranteed."  Asked  what  he 
meant  by  that,  he  said,  u  Oh,  if  it  had 
been  successful,  I  feel  quite  sure  they 
would  not  have  suffered  from  it."  What 
a  notion,  that  the  honour  of  the  British 
Government  depended  on  the  success  of 
the  movement  whether  the  conduct  of 
those  engaged  in  it  was  worthy  of  punish- 
ment or  not !  The  object  of  these  con- 
spirators was  to  bring  about  the  insur- 
rection, and  they  accomplished  the  armed 
invasion  by  the  fold  methods  of  mis- 
\  representation,  of  fraud,  and  of  falsehood. 
Could  there  be  anything  more  abominable 
than  the  telegram  which  was  sent 
by  Mr.  Rhodes  himself  two  days  before 
the  raid  to  Dr.  Jameson,  putting  into  his 
mouth  the  lie  In;  was  to  tell  to  the  officers  I 
He  dictated  it  to  Dr.  Jameson,  Dr. 
Jameson  repeated  it  to  ljord  Rosmead, 
and  in  that  manner  it  was  sought  to  de- 
ceive Lord  Rosmead.  Then  there  is  the 
very  remarkable  telegram  from  Dr. 
Jameson  to  Mr.  Hawksley,  "  Had  an 
hour  with  Johnny.  He  will  be  all  right.*' 
No  doubt,  "Johnny"  was  Sir  John 
Willoughby,  and  he  was  to  bo  all  right ; 
that  was,  he  would  explain  away  his 
letter.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  that 
although  Sir  John  Willoughby  de- 
liberately and  with  legal  advice  wrote 
this  letter  to  the  War  Office  in  the 
interests  of  the  officers  who  were 
made  the  unconscious  dupes  of  Mr. 
Rhodes,  it  was  not  withdrawn  until  two 
days  before  he  gave  his  evidence.  Dr. 
Jameson  had  an  hour  with  him  and  then 
Dr.  Jameson  says  he  would  l)e  all  right. 
Then  there  is  that  curious  passage  of 
which  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  may 
perhaps  give  us  some  explanation  :  - 
4*  Wyndham  promises  not  to  leave  it   till 
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he  succeeds."  That  is  the  method  which 
was  adopted  to  deceive  the  people 
out  in  Africa.  But  it  was  not  enough 
that  they  should  show  the  complicity  of 
Lord  Rosmead:  they  set  to  work  to 
engineer  the  complicity  of  the  Colonial 
Office.  It  is  my  belief  they  accomplished 
that  purpose,  and  they  spread  those 
suspicions  l>y  the  same  arts  of  mendacity 
and  fraud  as  they  used  in  the  case  of  Lord 
Rosmead.  Let  us  see  how  they  set  to 
work.  Dr.  Harris  received  instructions 
from  Mr.  Rhodes,  who  was  pressing 
eagerly  to  get  hold  of  this  strip  of  land 
where  Mafeking  was  for  the*  purpose  of 
the  raid.  All  sorts  of  reasons  were  given, 
I  nit  not  the  true  reasons.  Then  Mr. 
Rhodes  informs  Dr.  Harris  that  at 
his  discretion  he  might  let  the 
Colonial  Secretary  know  that  the  reasons 
given  were  not  the  only  reasons.  The 
real  reason,  of  course,  was  that  he  wanted 
to  have  a  force  there  in  order  that  he 
might  be  able  to  use  it  if  the  insurrection 
took  place.  Dr.  Harris  goes  to  the 
Colonial  Office  and  makes  guarded  allu- 
sions. Why  ?  In  order  that  he  might 
telegraph  out  to  Mr.  Rhodes 

•'  I  have  in  fori  ned  the  Colouiul  Ofliec.  We 
are  all  rijjht,  ami  you  may  communicate  it  to 
South  Africa." 

That  was  the  object  of  all  these  communi- 
cations.    Then  Dr.  Harris  says — 

"  I  spoke  more  openly  to  Mr.  Fairfield.  1 
made  no  guarded  allusions." 

When  challenged  on  that  matter  as  to 
a  jxirtieular  date — November  4th—  he  pro- 
duces a  letter  from  Mr.  Fairfield  giving 
an  account  of  that  interview  in  which 
there  is  nothing  about  the  things  he  said 
he  spoke  openly  about.  Then  Dr.  Harris 
siiys- 

'*  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  other  gentle- 
men that  I  spoke  more  openly  to  Mr.  Fairfield 
than  that." 

Therefore  there  was  a  syndicate  of 
gentlemen  who  were  to  fix  knowledge 
on  the  Colonial  Office  and  on  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  These  telegrams  were  never 
produced.  Some  of  them  were  sent  in 
the,  name  of  Dr.  Harris,  but  he  informed 
us  he  was  in  consultation  with  other 
people— with  Mr.  Beit,  Mr.  Maguire, 
and  Lord  Grey.  These  were  the  people 
who  were  made  aware  of  what  he  con- 
sidered his  communication  to  the  Colonial 
Office  to  have  been.  That  was  the 
way     they     began     to     operate.      Now 

Sir  William  Harcourl. 
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let  us  come  to  what  happened  aft 
the  raid  took  place.  Mr.  Rhodes  can 
home,  arriving  at  Plymouth.  M 
Hawksley,  his  solicitor,  met  him  at  PI 
mouth,  and  they  came  up  in  the  tra 
together.  The  telegrams  which  ha 
been  withheld  were  given  by  Mr.  Rhod 
to  Mr.  Hawksley,  and  what  was  said 
reference  to  them  was  that  they  we 
telegrams  which  had  been  made  use 
by  Mr.  Rhodes  to  support  his  policy 
South  Africa.  Yes  :  how  did  they  su 
port  that  policy  I  Because  the  men  he 
telegraphed  that  they  had  secured  tl 
complicity  of  the  Colonial  Office.  Th; 
was  the  purport  of  the  telegrams.  Tl 
remarkable  thing  is  that  when  he  arriv< 
in  London  after  a  long  journey  fro 
Plymouth  with  Mr.  Rhodes,  M 
Hawksley  went  instantly  to  the  Coloni 
Office  and  delivered  the  telegran 
there.  Why  shotdd  he  go  there  at  al 
The  moment  the  telegrams  were  seen  I 
Mr.  Fairfield  and  Sir  Robert  Meade,  S 
Robert  Meade  said,  u  Oh,  these  must  I 
shown  at  once  to  Mr.  Chamberlain."  X 
doubt  he  considered  them  importan 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  according] 
wrote  requesting  that  the  telegran 
should  be  sent  to  him  for  his  inspectioi 
and  Mr.  Hawksley  wrote  back  sayinj 
14  Oh,  that  is  not  necessary.  Mr.  Chan 
berlain  knows  all  1  know,  and  he  mir 
shape  his  course  accordingly."  What  di 
he  mean  by  that  .'  Why  should  he  shaf 
his  course  with  reference  to  these  tel 
grams  ?  And  so  the  matter  rested  lint 
the  trial  of  Dr.  Jameson,  which  took  pla« 
in  June.  I  suppose  every  member  of  tl 
House  knows  what  efforts  were  made  1 
stop  that  trial.  Rumours  were  set  afloa 
but  not  set  afloat  by  the  right  hon.  Ge 
tleman's  political  adversaries  or  the  me 
who  regarded  him  with  personal  animosit 
They  were  set  afloat,  and  they  have  l>e« 
continued  to  this  day,  not  only  here,  l>* 
everywhere,  by  Mr.  Rhodes  and  h 
agents  and  the  people  who  support  hif 
with  the  object  of  suggesting  that  tl 
conspirators  were  covered  in  their  actic 
by  the  complicity  of  the  Colonial  Offic 
I  want  to  have  that  shown  up,  and  tfc 
is  my  point  of  view  in  this  discusson. 
want  the  conduct  of  these  men  who  ha* 
stuck  at  nothing-  these  unscrupulous  rae 
who  have  deceived  everybody,  who  ha^ 
ruined  the  character  of  the  Briti* 
nation  for  honesty  and  fair  del 
ing  -  -  shown  up  in  its  true  ligt 
That  is  why  I  think  there  ought  to 
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another  inquiry.     I  regret  as   much   as  j  inquiry,  ought  to  be  heard  on  this  subject, 
anybody  that  there  has   not    been  a  full  !  We  have  been   told  over  and  over  again 
inquiry  into  this  business.     I  have  stated  ;  that  he  was  one  of  the  men  who  had  the 
the  reason   honestly,  and  I   believe;   the    confidence  of  the  authors  of  the  raid,  who 
House  will  believe  me.     It  is  necessary  ,  advised    those    telegrams     one,   in    Mr. 
that    we   should    disavow    any    sinister  i  Harris's  phrase,   of  "the  Khodes  group. M 
motives  in  concluding  that  inquiry.     We  ;  We  know  what  that  group  is.     It  is  not 
had  only  one  object  and  one  motive  in  i  confined    to  these   men.       It   is    a    very 
bringing  the  South  Africa  Committee  to    extensive  group   in    this   country.      We 
an   end  so  soon,  and  that  was  that  the    should  be  therefore   glad   to   hear   what 
conduct  of  the  authors  of  the  raid  should    Lord   Grey  has  to  say  on    this   subject. 
l>e  laid  lief  ore  the  English  people  without*  He  had  a  special  code  given  him  to  coin- 
delay.     If  we  had  had  time  we  should  I  municate  with   Mr.  Khodes.      We  should 
have  done  what  we  all  desired     that  is,    like  to  know  whether  he  communicated 
pursued  the  inquiry  to  the  end.     If  the    with  Mr.  Rhodes.      It  is  a  very  remark- 
matter   had   been  forgotten,  if    the   sus-  ,  able  thing  that  when  at   the   Committee? 
picions  no  longer  existed  there  would  be    of    Inquiry    we   asked    Mr.    Maguire-  I 
no  case  for  the  further  inquiry  which  is    think    I    asked    the    question    myself — 
now  asked  for.     But  these  suspicions  still  ,  whether  he  had  any  telegraphic  communi- 
exist:  they   increase  day   by  day;    they  !  cation    with    Mr.    Khodes,    and    he   said, 
aro  circulated   and   stimulated   by  these    "  No  ;    I    had  none   towards  the  end   of 
men,  who  have  invented  every  story  they    1895  v    -that  was  a  month  or  two  before 
thought  would  suit  their  purpose.     They    the  raid.     Yet  one  of  the  letters  recently 
went   alKrtit    before    the    Jameson   trial  ,  published  was  from  Mr.  Hawksley  to  Mr. 
endeavouring  to  intimidate  everybody  to  "Maguire,    in  which  he  says,    "You    will 
try  to  prevent  it  coming  on.     What  was  |  remember  your  cables  to  Mr.  Khodes  on 
the  meaning  of  carrying  these  telegrams    such  and  such  a  date.r    A  statement  more 
to  the   Colonial    Office?  I    what  was   the    inconsistent  with  the  facts  it  is  impossible 
meaning  of  withholding  their  production  ?  {  to  conceive.  It  was  absolutely  certsr'n  that 
It  was  not  the  Committee  that  prevented  ,  these   men    were   cabling   day  after  day 
their  production  :  it  was  Mr.  Khodes  who    to   Mr.   Rhodes  saying,   "  It  is  all  right  : 
refused.     Why  did  he  refuse  I     Because  '  we  have   the   Colonial    Office  with    us  M  ; 
he  knew  very  well  that  if  those  telegrams    and  Mr.  Rhodes  himself  stated  the  cables 
*ere  produced  they  would  only  be  addi- 1  he  received  were  used  at  the  Cape  in  order 
tioiml  evidence  of   the  methods  he  em- .  to   support    his    policy.     That  is  a  thing 
ployed.     That   is  why  the  fresh   inquiry  .  which  must  be  inquired  into  ;  it  is  quite 
should    )m*    instituted,   and    there    is  no  ,  impossible  to  leave  attempts  of  that  kind 
«>ne    who     has    a     greater     interest     in    alone.   I  suggest  to  the  Colonial  Secretary 
taving    it     nuide      than     the     Colonial    that  when  there   is  a  conspiracy  of   this 
*wi!tary.       It      is      these      men     who    kind  against  his  character  one  of  the  first 
have  really    poisoned    the     public   mind    duties  to  the  public  is  to  have  it  exposed. 
5lgainst  him.      Do  not  let  him  pretend  it    He  has  no  right  to  assume  indifference 
]*  auyone  else.     They  worked  against  Sir  ,  and  say,    "  I    stand  upon   my  character  ; 
Hercules  Robinson  and  against  the  right    these  men  have  entered  into  a  conspiracy 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  they  have  no  other  ,  against  me,  and   1  will  take  no  notice  of 
°hjcctthan  to  divert  the  indignation  of  ,  them.*'     I    say    these   are    things    which 
lhe  English  people    from  themselves  by  ■  require  to  be  taken  notice  of.    They  have 
^ying  that  they  acted  with  the  approval  j  created  suspicion  which  has  done  infinite 
'« the  Colonial  Office.  That  is  the  scheme    mischief,  and  they  have  shaken  confidence 
'  *ant  to  have  shown  up,  and  when  it  is    in  British  good  faith  all   over  the  world  ; 
'kmonstrated,   and   only   then,    will    the    and  therefore   I  say  a  further  inquiry  is 
"topfcions  now  rankling  in  the  public  mind    absolutely    necessary.      Without  making 
^toe  to  an  end.      That  is  the  point  of  i  any  charge  of  complicity  against  the  right 
|,ewfrom  which   I  support  this  motion,    hon.  Gentleman,  I  must  condemn  him  for 
)  think  a  full  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  ,  not  having   taken    measures  that   might 
into  the  conduct  of  these  men,  and  into  ,  have  removed  these  suspicions.     I  think 
lheir  attempts  to  involve  Lord   Rosmead  !  the  speech  of  the   right  hon.  Gentleman, 
a,ul  the  Colonial  Office.      Lord  Grey,  a    in  which  he  said  there  was  no  reflection 
vaW  important   witness   in  my  opinion,  i  on  the  personal  honour  of  Mr.   Rhodes, 
*ho  was  abroad  at  the  time  of  the  late  >  was  a  most  culpable  error.     I  was  never 
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more  astonished,  and  I  will  say  1  was 
never  more  shocked  than  when  I  heard 
that  speech.  I  had  unfortunately  spoken 
in  the  debate,  and  could  not  state  at  the 
time,  though  I  stated  shortly  afterwards, 
the  impression  that  speech  made  on  my 
mind.  What  had  Mr.  Rhodes  done  ? 
"Why,  he  stated  what  he  knew  to  he  un 


millions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex 
chequer  for  the  expenses  of  this  war,  bj 
which  it  will  have  been  earned.  Ther 
is  one  other  thing — I  alluded  to  it  tin 
other  night,  but  I  must  allude  to  it  agaii 
— I  am  sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentlemai 
took  no  notice  of  it— and  that  is  th 
office   which   was  given  to   Sir   Grahac 


true  to  everybody.  He  deceived  everylwxly  •  Bower  after  the  Report  of  the  Committee 


my 
he 


What  was   the   conduct  of    Sir  Grahan 

,  Bower  1     He  received  a  secret  communi 

,  cation    of    the   most    serious   charactei 

'  Did  he  consult  Lord  Rosmead  ?    My  hor 

;  and    learned    friend    asked    very    trul 

j  what  was   the   standard   set  up  by  th 

!  Colonial   Secretary  in   the   case   of    Mi 

Fairfield  ?     He  said,    u  Mr.  Fairfield  is 

man  of  honour,  and  could  not  possibl 

have     concealed     anything     from     me. 

Then  comes  Mr.  Newton,  another  Imperii 

officer.     Mr.  Newton  felt  that  he,  havin 

!  this  knowledge,  must  go  and  inform  Lor 

I  Rosmead  ;   and  who  are  the  people  wh 


with  whom  he  was  connected.  As 
hon.  and  learned  friend  has  said, 
deceived  Lord  Rosmead,  to  whom  he  was 
bound  in  honour  to  be  truthful.  He 
deceived  the  Chartered  Company.  Per- 
haps they  will  one  day  discover  that  he 
has  not  ceased  to  deceive  them.  He 
xtuck  at  nothing.  He  authorised  the 
.sending. of  that  letter  to  The  Times,  one 
■of  the  most  scandalous  things  I  ever  heard 
of.  Nobody  knew  better  than  he  did  that 
the  people  of  Johannesburg  had  counter- 
manded the  raid  by  sending  men  to  order 
it  not  to  take  place,  and  yet  Mr.  Rhodes 

Authorised  the  letter  to  be  sent  with  a  !  persuaded  him  not  to  inform  the  man  t 
false  date  to  deceive  the  British  people  whom  he  had  been  private  secretary  an 
-and  to  inspire  the  jingo  muse  of  the  Poet  I  in  whose  house  he  was  living  1  The 
Laureate.  All  the  world  was  deceived,  were  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Sir  Graham  Bowe 
It  was  said:  "These  cowardly  men  in  ,  What  an  example  is  that  to  set  to  tk 
Johannesburg  have  abandoned  the  heroes  permanent  Civil  Service  of  this  country 
they  invited  to  fight  for  them."  And  :  If  there  is  anything  for  which  the  perm 
yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  i  nent  Civil  Service  of  this  country  ai 
that  is  not  inconsistent  with  per-  '  famous,  and  of  which  they  are  justl 
sonal  honour.  I  am  sorry  such  a  !  proud,  it  is  the  chastity  of  their  honoi 
standard  of  personal  honour  should  have  |  and  their  loyalty  to  their  chief.  Yet  hei 
been  raised.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  \  i8  a  man  convicted  and  condemned  by 
ingeniously  enough,  tried  to  fix  it  upon  a  i  Committee  for  his  disloyalty  to  his  chie 
charge  of  personal  and  pecuniary  in-  I  and  then  he  is  given  a  place,  very  soc 
terest.  But  there  was  no  question  of  afterwards,  of  the  same  kind  of  tnt 
personal  and  pecuniary  interest  raised  in 
the  debate,  which  turned  entirely  upon 
the  whole  of  the  general  conduct  of  Mr. 
Rhodes.      Mr.  Rhodes  himself  may  not 

have  been  governed  by  pecuniary  interest.  :  deeply  to  be  deplored.  I  speak  on  th 
I  have  never  said  he  was.  Yes,  Sir,  but  !  subject  strongly  because  I  have  enjoyt 
there  is  "the  Rhodes  group.*'  Had  they  '  the  assistance"  of  the  permanent  Civ 
no  pecuniary  interest  ?  We  are  told  that  j  Service  of  this  country,  and  I  know  ho 
£old  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  raid.  |  deeply  they  feel  the  blow  struck  at  it  I 
The  raid,  in  my  opinion,  was  made  by  ;  the  conduct  of  Sir  Graham  Bower,  ai 
gold  and  lies.  Who  produced  these  j  8till  more  by  his  having  been  plac* 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  to  raise  !  again  in  a  position  of  the  same  trust.  Tl 
rebellion  in  Johannesburg,  and  to  gather  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  nothing  up 
together  the  police  at  Maf eking?  Why 
I  read  the  other  day  that  one  of  these 
gold  lords  of  the  Transvaal,  addressing 
his  shareholders,  said — 

•*  This  war  we  reckon  will  \m  a  capital  thing 
for  us  ;  it  will  raise  the  value  of  the  output 
from  6s.  to  10s.  a  ton,  and  if  we  work  that  out 
it  will  come  to  three  millions." 


same 

which  he  had  betrayed  and  dishonour© 
That    is    a    circumstance    which    in   i 
self    has    spread    great    alarm,    and 
is    one    which,  in  my    opinion,   is  vei 


1    hope   he    means    to 
£ir  iniHam  Hnrnmrt. 


offer   that   three 


that  subject  to-night.      He  was  asked 

question  yesterday  about  it,  and  what  w 

his  answer  ?     He  said  Sir  Graham  Bow 

did  not  receive  pay  for  fourteen  montl 

and  that  his  salary  is  not  so  great  iu  1 

present  office  as  in  the  last.     Yes,  Sir,  b 

|  you  cannot  measure  a  question  of  hone 

|  of   this  kind  by  salary.      That  is  not 

|  standard,  any   more   than   the   other, 
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personal  honour.     In  my  opinion  a  civil  i  opened,    or    why   he  has    any   fault    to* 
servant  who  has  l>ehaved  to  his  chief  in  j  find     with    the     conclusions    at    which 
the  way  that  Sir  Graham  Bower  has  be-  |  the    Committee-    arrived.       The     whole- 
haved  to  Lord   Rosroead  ought  never  to  j  point   which   the    right    hon.  Gentleman 
ha.ve  been  treated  in  the  manner,  in  which  j  raises,  the  question  as  to  the  conduct  of 
he    was    bv    the   right  hon.   Gentleman  .  Mr.    Rhodes   and    his    friends,    was   un- 
opposite.     Now,  I  have  been  obliged  to  i  doubtedly  discussed  and  inquired  into  in 
make  these  remarks  for  this  reason,  that  j  the  fullest  manner,  and  on   that  point  it 
I      do     believe     that      these     two     acts  j  cannot   be   said   the  Committee  did   not 
on      the      part     of      the      right      hon.  j  come  to  an  effective  conclusion.  The  right 
Gentleman  have  done  a  great  deal  to  keep  ;  hon.  Gentleman  also  appeared   to  think 
alive  those  suspicions  which  ought  never  i  that  without  fuller  inquiry  being  made,. 
to  have  arisen  and  ought  never  to  have  |  there  might  be  some  misunderstanding  as 
been  set  afloat.      These  are  the  reasons  j  to  the  motives  with  which  these  cablegrams 
for  which  I  think  that  a  more  extended  .  had  been   sent  by   Mr.   Rhodcs's  friends 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made.      That  inquiry  j  in    England     to    Mr.    Rhodes    and    his. 
which  we  found  ourselves  unable  to  make  |  advisers  in  South  Africa.     Surely  on  that 
should  now  be  fulfilled.      I    have   never  ;  point   the    right    hon.    Gentleman   must 
regarded  that  Report  as  a  final  Report,  j  have   forgotten  the  findings  of  the  Corn- 
It  was  stated  on  the  face  of  it  that  it  was  :  mittee,   which   are  in    exact    accordance 
not  a  final  Report.    We  stated  our  reasons  ;  with  the  views  he  now  expresses.     He  is 
for  not    being    able    to    make    a    final  j  in  accord  with   the  finding  of  the  Corn- 
Report.    The  circumstances  of  these  tele-    mittee,  and  on  this  ground  he  can  hardly 
grams,  both  those  that  were  refused  then  '  say  that  full  inquiry  is  necessary  in  order 
and  those  that  have  been  produced  since,  \  that  all  these  difficult  and  complex  ques- 
and  of  these  letters,  have  made  this  ques-  I  tions  should  be  further  considered.    From 
tion  of  suspicion  one  not  only  of  English  ;  the   outset    1    have   desired   that    every 
interest,    but   of    European    importance.  ;  matter   should  be  fullv  gone   into,   with 
And  it  does  seem  to  me  that  to  allow  these  j  all  necessary  detail  and  evidence,  in  order 
suspicions  to  go  on,  propagated  as  they  l  that  the  Committee   might   come  to  an 
are  by   these  men,  who  will  continue  to  j  effective  and   proper  conclusion.      Upon 
propagate  them  and  to  cover  themselves    that  point  I  should  like  to  call  attention 
by  the    suggested    connivance    of     the  ;  to  the  finding  of   the   Committee    itself. 
Colonial  Office  from  the  responsibility  of  ,  The    Committee    found,    almost    in   the 
f-heir  own  malefactions,  is  a  thing  that ,  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  "  that 
i*  not  safe  in  the  public  interest  and  will  j  there  was  no  basis  or  foundation  of  fact 
ttotTedound  to  the  honour  of  this  Country.  |  on  which  these  cablegrams  were  founded  ; 
Therefore,  I  think  we   ought  to  take  all  i  that  they  were    sent  by    Mr.    Rhodes'* 
the  measures  in  our  power  to  reveal  the  1  confederates    in     England    to    his    con- 
sole of  this  matter  to  the  bottom,  and  j  federates  in  South  Africa  in  order  that 
to  put  aside  those  mischievous  suspicions  |  they  might  be  unjustly  used  to  suggest 
which  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  to-night !  the   implication  of   the   Colonial    Office, 
repudiated.  '  After     what    has     been     said    to-night 

I  nobody  could  come  to  the  conclusion 
*Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucestershire,  Stroud) :!  that  there  were  real  causes  for  reopen- 
1  should  like  at  the  commencement  of  my  I  ing  the  inquiry.  Apart  from  the 
reuaarks  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  '  cablegrams  no  suggestion  of  any  sort  has 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  [  been  made  which  would  justify  that  con- 
gest Monmouth,  because  it  appears  tome,  j  elusion.  All  other  matters  were  fully 
having  regard  to  the  speech  the  right  i  considered  and  investigated  in  the  pro- 
hon.  Gentleman  made  in  the  summer  of  !  ceedings  of  the  Committee.  There  is  only 
[W,  inconceivable,  that  he  should  now  j  one  other  point  in  the  speech  of  the  right 


J*  found  supporting  the  motion  now 
"^ore  the  House.  The  speech  of  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  is  undoubtedly 
"*med  on  an  indictment  of  Mr.  Rhodes 
and  his  friends,  and  I  should  have  liked 
*°  have  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
"he  had  been  in  his  place,  why  on 
*i»  subject  the  inquiry  should  be  re- 


hon.  Gentleman  to  which  I  should  like* 
to  call  attention.  He  has  made  an 
attack  on  the  reappointment  to 
certain  offices  of  Sir  Graham  Bower 
and  Mr.  Newton.  That  is  entirely 
irrelevant  to  the  present  issue.  1 
should  like  to  put  it  to  any  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  this  House,  or  anybody  who  has 
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followed  this  matter,  whether  those  gentle-  j  Committee  found  that  Mr.  Ehodes  i 
men  have  anything  to  do  with  the  subject ;  the  group  with  which  he  was  connec 
matter  of    discussion     now    before    the  '  were  implicated. 
House.     That  matter  has  nothing  to  do  j 

with  the  inquiry  held  before  the  South  Mr.  I).  A.  THOMAS :  Since  the  h 
African  Committee.  If  I  thought  there  j  Gentleman  challenges  me,  I  deny  all  tf 
were  any  outstanding  injustice  per-  j  It  was  the  ColonialSecretary  who  was 
pet-rated  by  that  Committee,  I  should  not  his  defence,  and  not  Mr.  Rhodes,  who  1 
be  here  to-day  to  oppose  this  motion,  ,  already  been  convicted,  and  whose  offe 
but  that  proposition  has  yet  to  be  •  had  been  aggravated  by  the  fact  that 
proved.  There  is  no  proof  of  any  ;  held  a  position  of  trust  in  South  Africa 
outstanding     injustice     either     in     the  | 

conduct  of  the  Committee  itself  or  in  !  *Mr.  CR1PPS  :  The  hon.  Geutlen 
the  effect  of  that  conduct.  If  that  cannot «  may  disagree  with  the  Report,  but  h 
be  shown,  I  think  it  would  be  nothing  !  can  he  say  it  was  inconclusive  ,'  Th 
less  than  an  unmitigated  evil  to  allow  j  taking  the  other  point  raised  by  the  h 
this  motion  to  proceed.  The  issues  were  Gentleman,  how  can  he  say  it  was  ina 
undoubtedly  serious  and  of  extreme  im-  elusive  as  regards  the  Colonial  Sec 
portance — they  were  both  complex  and  tary  ?  The  Committee,  with  practi 
difficult — which  had  to  l>e  inquired  into,  unanimity,  acquitted  the  right  hi 
and  they  were  inquired  into  once  and  for  |  Gentleman  of  any  knowledge  or  cc 
all.  Those  issues  involved  the  honour,  '  plicity.  The  hon.  Gentleman  may  disag 
character  and  position,  whether  for  good  j  with  the  Report,  but  that  is  no  reason 
or  evil,  of  leading  statesmen  in  this  re-opening  the  inquiry.  The  hi 
-country  and  in  South  ^.frica,  but  when  |  Member  said  he  was  not  prepared 
%the  Committee  has  sat  and  the  verdict  •  specify  any  charge.  Is  the  House  goi 
.given  of  acquittal  and  condemnation,  i  to  upset  the  finding  of  a  committee 
.  because  it  was  both  in  this  case,  there  can  I  this  sort,  and  going  to  have  the  inqu 
be  no  possible  justification  for  reopening  >  re-opened,  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  w 
an  inquiry  of  that  kind  unless  there  are  !  brings  the  motion  is  not  prepared 
facts  which  are  either  new  in  themselves  !  specify  the  charges  which  he  alleges  ? 
or  give  some  ground  for  saying  the  inquiry  . 

was  not  properly  held.      Not  only  were  !      Mr.  1).  A.  THOMAS  :  I  was  acting 
the  characters  and  reputations  of  states- 1  precedent, 
men    involved,   but  the   relationship   be-  ! 

.  t ween  this  country  and  South  Africa  was-      Mr.    CRIPPS  :  Two  points   made 
also  very  deeply  involved,  and  that  being  |  the     hon.    Gentleman     opposite      sh< 
so    what   could   be   worse   than   at    the  !  he  has  not  considered  what  really  pass< 
present  time  to  reopen  a  sore  of  that  kind  t  He  has  not  really  considered  the  evider 
without   some   absolute  necessity  for  it.  •  placed  before  the  Committee,  and  has  r 
What  could  be  more  unfortunate  than  at .  regarded  the  care  with  which  the  Co 
this  moment  to  drag  to  the  front  a  difli-  :  mittee  investigated  it.       First  of  all 
eult  and  unpleasant  controversy  which  I  !  referred  to  the  letter  of  Sir  John  W 
think  and  hope  has  been  by  the  Report  of  !  loughby,  known  as  the  War  Office  lett 
.the  Committee  decided  for  ever.    Unless    That     letter      was       not      written 
it  be  established  on  good  ground  that  the    Sir    John    Willoughby  at    all,    but 
Report  of  this  Committee  is  imperfect,  it  i  his  solicitor,  and  written  on  informati 
•  cannot    be   suggested    that     an    inquiry  |  supposed  to  be  supplied  by  Dr.  Jamesc 
lasting    over    a    large    number   of  days  '  Dr.  Jameson  came  forward  and  said  the 
and      to      which       anxious      attention  •  was  a  mistake ;  that  he  never  gave  t 
was    given    ought     to      be     re-opened,    information,  and  so  ended    the  myste 
The    hon.    Gentleman    who    moved    the  ;  involved  in  that  letter, 
motion  said  that  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  inconclusive  and  feeble  ;  feeble 
it   might   be   in    his   opinion,  but  incon- 
clusive   it   was    not.     Of   the  two   great 
issues   relegated  to  it,  one  was  whether      *Mr.  CRIPPS :  Of  course  it  was,  and 
what  may  be  termed  the  Rhodes  group  !  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the  troul 
were   implicated  in   the  raid.      Was  the  •  to  go  into  the  different  details  with  whi 
Report  inconclusive  upon  that  point  ?  The    the    Committee   had   to   deal,  he  wot 

Mr.  Crip^M. 


Mr.    I).    A.   THOMAS:    Was  it  11 
signed  by  Sir  John  Willoughby  l 
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have  known  that  although  it  was  signed    mation  to   enable  them  to  form    a  just 


by  Sir  John   Willoughby,    it    was    not 
written  by  him.       Then   I  come  to  the 
Flora  Shaw  cablegram  in  which  the  name 
of  the    Colonial    Secretary    appears.     I 
wonder  whether  the  lion.  Gentleman  ever 
took  the  trouble  to  ascertain  what  that 
<ablegram    was.      It    was     one    of     the 
cablegrams    called    imaginative     in     the 
language     of     the     hon.      Member     for 
Northampton.      The    explanation    given 
More  the   Committee   as   to   the  cable- 
gram- and   I    think    this    is     very    im- 
portant- -was  that  when  the  name  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  used,  it  was  not 
used  as  expressing  his  views,  or  indicating 
that  he  had  ever  expressed  any  views  to 
Mws    Shaw,    but,  as    she    said    herself, 
tacause     it    was    thought  he   might    be 
a  Little   Englander,    and  she    wished  to 
dissipate  that  impression.  The  Committee 
accepted  that  explanation,  and  exonerated 
the  Colonial  Secretary  from  any  possible 
implication.     It  is  surely  somewhat  disin- 
genuous to    bring   this   matter    forward 
without,  at  any    rate,  some  explanation. 
One  can  always   cull  particular  extracts, 
and  by  divorcing   them   from  their  sur- 
roundings make  them  appear  to  l>car  an  ; 
absolutely    different    meaning    to    their 
original   purport.      One   of    the    misfor- 
tunes of  this  case  is  that  it  is  so  easy  to 
take  some  detached    statement  and  give 
niidne  weight  to  it,  ami  not  at  the  same  : 
time  bring  to  the  mind  of  your  hearers 
**r  readers   all    the   surrounding  circum- 
stances.     I  think  it  may  be  called  a  good 
°men  as   regards  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee that,  in  spite  of  the  extremely  able 
speech  of  the  seconder  of  the  resolution,  ' 
tlere  was  not  a  word  in  the  whole  of  it 
^iuch  would  justify  the  re-opening  of  this 
difficult    problem.     The    first  matter   to , 
wMch  the  seconder  rcferml  was  what  he 
Called    the     conduct     of     the     Colonial 
Cretan*   in    giving   his  evidence.     The 
Committee  had   nothing  to  do  with  that. 
}Vhat  they  had  to  see  to,  and  what  was 
biqmred  into,  not  only  in  detail  but  with 
&*at  particularity,    was     whether     the 
Gonial  Office  was  implicated    or   not  : 
^  upon  that  point  we  made  the  fullest 
uivftitigatioii,  and  had  ample  material  on 
wnich  to  come  to  a  final  and  conclusive 
decision.     The  second  point  raised  by  the 
no,i-  Member  who  seconded  this  resolu- 
t,fm  was  what  he  called  the  omissions  of 
tn«  Committee.      I    absolutely    disagree 
Jjtk  his  criticisms.     The   duty  of    the 
^tomittec  wn*  to  receive  sufficient  infor- 


opituon  on  the  matters  submitted 
to  them.  But  when  they  had  that 
information,  and  hail  formulated  their 
opinion,  what  was  the  obligation  on  the 
Committee  to  go  further ']  As  regards 
the  reporting  of  Mr.  Hawksley,  that  has 
l>een  discussed  and  decided  in  this  House, 
and  the  action  of  the  Committee  was  sup- 
ported most  loyally  by  the  hon.  Meml>er 
for  West  Monmouthshire  and  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  What  did  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  say  as  regards 
these  cablegrams  '.'     He  said 


"  They  were  used  for  the  intimidation  of 
one  puone  Department  after  another.  Was  it 
not  also  likely  that  they  might  be  used  to 
stave  otV  the  publication  of  a  damning 
Report." 

Are  we  to   reopen   the    inquiry  for  such 
purpose  *.'     The  question  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government   after  the  Report  has 
nothing  to  do  with   the  members  of    the 
Committee.     As   regards  subsequent  dis- 
closures, it  is   impossible  to  add  anything 
to  what  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  has 
said.      If    hon.    Members  wish  to  impugn 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  on  this 
matter,  it  is  open  to  them  to  do  it ;  but 
surely  to  seek   to  upset  the  most  careful 
inquiry    of   a    Committee  of  this    House 
would  be  a   fated   blow  to  the  prestige  of 
the  House.     Although  I  think  there  is  no 
profound  dissatisfaction  outside  the  House 
and  no  profound  desire  within  the  House 
to  re-open  a  complicated  question  of  this 
sort,    1     think    it     is    due    to    the    South 
African  Committee     and   I   am  speaking 
as    a    member    of     the     Committee — to 
sav    in  one    or   two    words    what  ]mssed 
as    regards  these  cablegrams.     A   moun- 
tain    has    been     made    out     of    a    mole 
•  hill.     They    were,  after   all,  a  small    and 
unimportant    clement    in    this  very  com- 
plicated inquiry.     They    were   telegrams 
sent    from  implicated   parties  in  England 
t<i    implicated    parties    in    South    Africa. 
The  Colonial  Office  had   no  cognisance  of 
them  at  the  time  :  they  were  not  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Colonial    Office 
until    a    much    later  date.     The  jK)int    1 
have    taken    on  these  cablegrams  is  that 
they  were  almost  irrelevant.     You  would 
not  condemn  any  third  jmrty  on  telegrams 
sent    in   that    way.     So  far  as  the  Com- 
mittee were  eoneerned,  not   only  did  they 
not  want  to  hush  up  those  telegrams,  but 
the  steps  they  took  would  naturally  lead 
to  the  disclosure  of   the  whole  of  them. 
The  Committee  ordered  the  Eastern  Tele 
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graph  Company  to  retain  all  the  cable- 
grams they  had,  and  they  hoped  to 
get  all  the  cablegram*  tliat  passed 
during  these  negotiations.  Is  that  con- 
sistent with  the  suggestion  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  desirous  to  hush  up  the 
evidence  I  It  was  merely  the  accident 
that  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  in 
the  course  of  their  business  only  kept  tele- 
grams for  six  months  that  prevented  us 
from  getting  the  whole  of  them.  I  for 
one  would  not  have  joined  in  this  report 
if  anything  could  have  been  disclosed  in 
those  telegrams  which  the  Committee  did 
not  already  know.  In  my  opinion  there 
is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  saying 
there  was  anything  material  in  those  tele- 
grams not  known  to  the  Committee. 
First  of  all,  every  party  implicated,  or 
who  could  be  implicated,  in  those  tele- 
grams was  before  the  Committee.  We 
had  Dr.  Harris's  own  admission  that  he 
saw  the  Colonial  Secretary  but  three  times, 
and  that  only  on  one  occasion  did  he  make 
a  guarded  allusion  to  certain  eventualities. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  said,  on  oath, 
they  had  absolutely  nothing  brought  to 
their  minds  to  suggest  the  Jameson 
mid  or  anything  incidental  to  it.  Is 
there  any  member  of  the  House 
who  will  say  the  Committee  was  not 
justified  in  acting  on  statements  of  that 
kind,  and  in  finding,  as  they  did,  that  the 
Colonial  Office  was  not  implicated  in  this 
matter  ?  Why  did  we  want  further 
inquiry  '?  If  those  statements  are  accu- 
rate, they  dispose  of  the  whole  allegation. 
No  one  in  this  House  has  impugned  their 
accuracy.  The  Committee  believed  the 
sworn  statements  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary and  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  and  I  say  they  were  right 
in  doing  so,  and  consequentlj'  in  coming 
to  the  finding  they  did.  With  regard  to 
Mr.  Fairfield,  the  only  way  the  raid  would 
have  been  brought  to  his  knowledge  was 
through  Dr.  Harris,  and  you  have  the 
positive  statement  of  Dr.  Harris  himself 
that  Mr.  Fairfield  was  absolutely  innocent 
of  the  Jameson  raid.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  was  Iwised  on  the  theory  that 
these  cablegrams  did  suggest  the  im- 
plication of  the  Colonial  Office,  but  that 
that  implication  was  wholly  misleading 
and  unjustifiable.  Under  these  circum- 
stances what  is  the  ground,  or  the  sug- 
gested ground,  for  the  re-opening  of  the 
inquiry  ?  I  could  understand  the  demand 
for  the  re-opening  of  the  inquiry  if  anyone 
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were     to    get    up    in    his    place     and 
say   he  did  not   believe  the   statements 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  or  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.     But 
when  the  Committee  has   believed  these 
statements  the  whole  matter  is  brought 
to  an  end,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  said. 
We     have    the     condemnation    of     Mr. 
Rhodes  on  the  one  side  and  the  acquittal 
of  the  Colonial  Office  on  the   other.     I 
will   never  allow  that  mere  innuendoes 
and  suggestions  started  outside  this  House 
subsequently  to  an  inquiry  of  this  kind 
are  any  reason  wny  this  House  should  re- 
open a  complicated  inquiry.     To  accept  a 
principle  of  that  kind  would  be  to  com- 
promise the  dignity  of  this  House.     If 
there    is    any    ground    for    saying   that 
matters   were    not    adequately    inquired 
into  by   the  Committee,   or  that  there 
was  not  sufficient    evidence,   I    for    one 
should   not   oppose  the    motion   of    the 
hon.    Member.      But   in   the  absence  of 
any  proof  of  that  kind,  when  we  have 
nothing    more    than   innuendo  and  sus- 
picion, I  say  it  is  out  of  accord  with  the 
honourable  traditions  of   this   Hou*e  in 
dealing  with  its  Committees  to  accept  the 
present  motion.    I  go  further.   It  is  grossly 
unjust  to  the  parties  affected  to  keep  alive 
in  this  way  this  sort  of  controversy.    Ft 
could  not  be  suggested  that  there  was  no 
colour  to  the  attack  on  the  honour  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  or  that  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  this 
House  acceded  to  the   re-opening  of  the 
inquiry.     That  is  the  only  basis — and  the 
unworthy  basis,  I  think — on  which  this 
motion  can  be   brought  forward.     I  beg 
to  say,   speaking  as  a   Member  of  the 
South  African  Committee,  that  I  believe 
we   inquired   most   fully   into  all  these 
points.     We  gave  up  our  time  and  an 
immense  amount  of   trouble  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  definite  and  find* 
and  I  shall  certainly  ask  the  House  to 
give  a  decided  negative  to  this  motion. 

♦Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.) :  This  is* 
question  which  vitally  touches  the  honour 
and  interests  of  the  country.  It  is  only 
within  the  last  few  months  that  the 
country  has  realised  the  gravity  of  the 
issues  involved  in  the  Jameson  raid.  W  e 
are  now  face  to  face  with  those  issues, 
which  will  not  be  ended  even  by  the  close 
of  the  war,  seeing  that  we  shall  have  to  re- 
habilitate the  condition  of  affairs  in  South 
Africa,  and  to  rebuild  the  shattered 
structure  on  a  foundation  of  peace  and 
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justice,  giving  fall  proof  that  we  are  pre- 
pared to  probe  to  the  bottom  the  conduct 
of  any  Government  department,  and  so  to 
remove  all  ground  for  suspicion.    Only  on 
such  a  foundation  can  peace  and  good- 
will ever,  even  in  the  remote  future,  be 
restored.     The  raid  has  been  a  main  cause 
of   the  war.     What  stopped   the  mouth 
and  stayed  the  hand  of  the  Government 
in  a  period  when,  as  they  say,  aggression 
after  aggression  was  being  made  by  the 
South  African  Republic  ?   What  prevented 
remonstrance  and  paralysed  action  when, 
a*   the    Government    say,    abuse    after 
abuse  was  being  committed  ?    What  was  it 
that  stopped  the  mouth  of  the  Govern- 
ment when   the   Transvaal   was  as  they 
say  arming  in  an  improper  and  offensive 
manner  T     What    prevented  such    action 
m  the  interests  of  the  country  in  that 
view  required  1    The  Government  declare 
it  was  me  raid.      Why  did  the  raid  stop 
it!     Merely  because  Dr.  Jameson   had 
invaded   the    Transvaal  ?      Not    at    all. 
They  were    paralysed  by   the   not    un- 
reasonable suspicion,  however  unfounded 
it    might     be,     that     Dr.      Jameson's 
action  had  behind  it  the  Colonial  Office. 
They  were  paralysed  by  the  suspicion  that 
there  was  more  beneath,  and   that  the 
Government  or  a   Government   Depart- 
ment had  some  knowledge  of,  or  winked 
tt»  or  were  accomplices  in  these  trans- 
actions.   That    very    circumstance   indi- 
cates that   the   fullest    possible    inquiry 
*a*  necessary  for   the    honour  and  the 
true  and  lasting  interests  of  this  country 
**  an  Empire,  and  especially  for  the  in- 
terest and  restoration  of  peace  in  South 
Africa.  That  necessity  was  acknowledged; 
>t  was  freely  conceded.     A  promise  was 
Rude  at  the  very   earliest  moment    to 
^resident  Kruger  and  Mr.  Hofmeyr  :  that 
promise    was    repeated   in    the    Queen's 
speech ;  and  it  was  acted  upon  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  ;  thereby  recog- 
nising the  view  that  the  fullest  possible 
inquiry  should  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 
^ringing    before   the   world   the    whole 
circumstances  and   facts  of    the  case,  in 
°ttler  to   put  this   country  in    its  right 
*nd  true  position,  so  that  those  who  had 
been  wronged  by  suspicion  might  be  vin- 
^cated,  and  that  those  against  whom  the 
finger   of   suspicion     had   been     rightly 
Pointed  might  also    be  placed  in   their 
Proper  position  before  the   eyes' of   the 
*orl<L    Let  me  ask  the  House  to  recollect 
the  chain    of    circumstances   which   has 
taught  about  in  large  measure  this  sus- 
picion.    For  some  years  before  1895  it 
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is  the  case  of  the  Government  that  the 
Transvaal,  or    at   least   the    Band,   and 
Johannesburg  as  its  centre,  was  seething 
with  disaffection  and  discontent,  that  the 
condition  of   things    was  growing   more 
and  more  dangerous,  that  the  discontent 
of  the    Uitlanders   was   becoming   more 
and     more     acute,     and      might     and 
would,      unless     the    grievances     were 
redressed,  lead  to  a  rebellion,  perhaps  to 
a    revolution.     That    was    the    case    in 
1894  under  a  former  Colonial  Secretary 
and     a     former      High     Commissioner. 
One    instance     in    that    year    was    the 
question    of    commandeering,    when  the 
excitement    l>ecame    so    great    that    Sir 
Henry  Loch  went  to  Pretoria  and  was  to 
receive  a  great  deputation  at  Johannes- 
burg.    President  Kruger  asked  him  as  a 
favour  not  to  go  to  Johannesburg,  because 
it  would  involve  disturbance.      He  agreed 
not  to  go,  and  he  declared  to  his  chief  here 
that  the  situation  was   most   dangerous, 
that   its  gravity  could  not  be  over-esti- 
mated, and  that  there  was  the  greatest 
probability  of  an  explosion.     At  that  time 
a  policy  seems  to  have  been  settled  with 
reference  to  what  should  be  done  in  the 
event  of  the  expected  rising  taking  place. 
The  policy  so  far  as  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment were  concerned  was  that,  when  the 
rising  came  off,  the  High  Commissioner 
should  go  to  Johannesburg  and  mediate, 
under  the  view  that  the  Transvaal  authori- 
ties had  shown  themselves  incapable  of 
preventing  anarchy  there,  and  in  order 
that  British  interests  should  be  protected. 
It  was  understood  at  that  time  that  troops 
should  be  placed  on  the  border  at  Mafeking 
or  in  that  neighbourhood,  to  escort  him, 
and  I  believe  they  were  concentrated  and 
placed  there  in  1 894.     That  was  the  policy 
of  the  Colonial  Office.       It  was  even  then 
necessary  to  forecast  an  insurrection  ;  it 
was  necessarv   to  settle  a  policy.      That 
policy  was  tliat  the  High  Commissioner 
should  go  up  to  protect  British  interests, 
with  an  escort  of  troops  provided  for  the 
purpose.     What  happened  between  1894 
and    1895  ?       According    to    the    com- 
mon   story,    accentuated    by    what    we 
know   now    very    clearly,    the   situation 
at   Johannesburg    had    got    very   much 
worse.     Why  ?     It  was  no  longer  left  to 
the     arguments     and     persuasions     and 
feelings  of  those  who  were  suffering  the 
grievances  of  those  who  were  on  the  spot  ; 
but  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Mr.  Beit  intervened  ; 
they  sent  their  emissaries  and  their  cash  ; 
they  proceeded  to  organise  the  insurrection 
which  up  to  that  time  had  not  come  off. 
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They  proceeded  to  stimulate  the  discon- 
tent, and  to  organise  the  people ;  they 
encouraged  them ;  they  provided  them 
with  money  ;  they  arranged  for  munitions 
of  war  ;  and,  generally  speaking,  they 
fomented  the  insurrection.  Under  these 
circumstances,  Mr.  Rhodes,  in  one  of  his 
numerous  capacities,  as  Prime  Minister  of 
the  Cape,  and  in  another,  as  agent  of  and 
practically  the  Chartered  Company,  repre- 
sented to  the  High  Commissioner  and  the 
Government  of  the  Cape  that  the  con- 
dition of  things  at  Johannesburg  was 
growing  more  acute.  Who  knew  better  ? 
He  himself  was  making  it  more  acute. 
He  understood  from  the  High  Commis- 
sioner, as  Dr.  Jameson  also  understood, 
that  if  and  when  at  that  time  it  was  not 
really  *•  if,"  it  was  u  when  "  ;  everybody 
was  satisfied  that  the  insurrection  would 
-come  oft';  it  was  a  question  of  months, 
may  be  of  weeks,  but  it  was  quite  certain 
to  come  off-  -therefore,  I  may  say,  not  if, 
but  when  the  insurrection  came  oft*  the 
reappointed  High  Commissioner,  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson,  was  to  go  up.  And,  I 
presume,  as  this  insurrection  was  to  be  still 
more  formidable  and  much  better  organised 
than  Iteforc,  that  he  was  not  to  go  up 
unattended  by  troops,  but  that  the  policy 
of  the  Colonial  Office  would  be  continuous 
in  this  as  in  the  other  respect,  and  the 
High  Commissioner  would  go  up  with  an 
escort  to  intervene  for  the  protection 
of  British  interests.  How  far  he  was 
to  act  and  what  British  interests  were 
to  be  specially  protected  we  know  not, 
nor,  for  this  purpose,  do  we  care.  That 
was  the  policy.  That  being  the  policy,  I 
say  it  was  a  very  delicate  and  critical 
policy.  When  you  find  this  Imperial 
Government,  with  its  positions  and  rela- 
tions in  South  Africa,  with  its  enormous 
influence,  with  its  claims  of  paramountry, 
with  its  undefined  claims  of  superiority 
over  the  Transvaal  State,  deciding  in  its 
mind  that  an  insurrection  is  sure  to  come 
off',  and  to  come  off  among  its  own  subjects, 
to  be  created  by  its  own  subjects,  and  that 
it  must  provide  for  the  emergency  by  the 
protection  of  British  interests  in  the  way 
to  which  I  have  referred,  you  find  a  very 
delicate  and  critical  position.  It  comes 
very  near  approval.  I  do  not  say  that  it 
is  necessarily  approval.  But  seeing 
the  attitude  of  one  Government  in 
1*94  and  the  attitude  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  1895,  there  is  a  very  thin 
partition  wall  between  the  approval  or 
complacent  assent  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  recognition  on  the  other  hand  of  the 

Mr.  Blake. 


sad   inevitable,  to  be  avoided  if  possible, 
butyetl>clievedto  l>e  inevitable.  That  is  the 
difference  between  what  I  may  call  the 
open  Rhodes  plan  and  the  secret  Rhodes 
plan,  the  former  being  that  an  insurrection 
was    inevitable     and     Imperial     British 
interests  must  be  protected,  and  the  latter 
being    not    indeed     the     Jameson     raid 
precisely    as    it    took    place,    but    that 
an     insurrection     should     be     fomented 
and   accomplished  by  Rhodes,  and   then 
that  the  High  Commissioner  was  to  he 
used.     It  is  on  this  thin   partition  wall 
that    the    Minister    must    stand.      This 
was     the     condition     in     the     summer 
of     1895.       The    condition     as     known 
to    the     Colonial     Office   at   that     time 
was    that    the    Transvaal    was    seething 
with    discontent,    that     an    insurrection 
was    imminent     at    Johannesburg,    and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  forecast  it  and 
to  provide  for  it,  and  that  the  High  Com- 
missioner was  to  appear.     It  was  in  this 
condition  that  Mr.  Rhodes,  in  the  summer 
of  1895,   sent  an  emissary  or  emissaries 
to    London  to   negotiate    on    behalf  of 
the      Chartered      Company     a     change 
in     certain      arrangements      with     the 
Colonial     Office.         What      were    those 
changes  ?       They      were     the     change* 
that  secured  this  enormous  alteration  in 
the  position  of  the  Chartered  Company  - 
that  it  was  to  become  the  border  authority, 
to  possess  the  laud  for  ten  miles  breadth 
along  the  Transvaal  border,  getting  rid  of 
the  immediate  Imperial  care  and  responsi- 
bility, and  obtaining  the  l>order  territory 
including    what     has     l>een    called  the 
"jumping  off"  place  at  Pitsani-Potlugo. 
Mr.  Rhodes  was  to  undertake  the  responsi- 
bilities   which     belong    to    the    border 
authority,      and     thus     he    appealed  - 
happily     appealed — to     the    commercial 
spirit  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  com- 
bines  with  his   Imperialistic  sentiments. 
He  bought  this  border-line  ;  he  Innighttbe 
authority  ;  .he  bought  the  responsibility ;    ; 
he  bought  this  great  power  which  he  wiekfa.     ■ 
How  ?    He  pointed  out,  "You  are  at  a  great 
expense  as  border  authority  in  maintaining 
a  large  force  of  police  at  a  cost  of  tens  <h 
thousands  of  pounds  a  year.      The  Com- 
pany   will     undertake    that    work,  and 
save   you  £60,000   a  year."      What  A* 
we,    who   are   voting  scores   of  million* 
and  expending  thousands  of  brave  liv** 
think  of  £60,000  a  year  now  1     "  Wc  will 
save  you  £60,000  a  year,  because  we  will 
undertake  that  larger  force  :  you  can  oV>    '■ 
with    a   few    men   to   look  after    liquor 
permits  and  so  on,  but  the  great  rwpofl" 
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eibilities  and  care  and  power  and  precau- 
tions   which    are    all   involved    in     the ' 
Under    authority   you    will    hand    over , 
to  iw  and  we  will  pav  the  cost."     Who  , 
pays  the  cost  ?     The  Empire  handed  over 
these       powers       to      the        Chartered  ' 
Company     to     lie     handled     in     whose ' 
interests  *     In  those  of  the  company  and  I 
Rhodes,  of  course.    It  followed  naturally 
that  the  police,  which  up  to  that  time  had  i 
tieen  essential,  should  be  disbanded,  because  ' 
the   Colonial   Secretary  was  to  save  the  i 
public  money.  Arrangements  were  made  to 
provide  facilities  for  their  re-enlistment  ' 
in  the  service  of  the  Chartered  Company.  ' 
It    was    no    longer    necessary    to    have 
munitions  of  war,  Maxims,  ordnance,  and  , 
<rther  things ;  so  they  were  to  be  handed 
over  to  the   Chartered  Company   to  l>e  \ 
dnlypaid  for  at  a  valuation.  But  it  was  not 
only  there  that   we   were   to   save.  No; 
the  Colonial  Secretary  made  a  better  bar- 
gain.   He  actually  saved  £200,000  more,  - 
in  the  shape  of  a  subsidy  which  had  been 
promised  for  a  railway,  which  sum   Mr. 
Rhodes,  so   eager   to  get   and    to  get  at 
<Hice  these  various  powers  and  advantages, 
van  reudy  to  give  up.     So  that  for  this 
me**  of  pottage,  consisting  of  £60,000  a 
year  and  £'200,000,  you  got  the  raid  and 
the  var.   These  arrangements  lasted  but  a 
W  weeks.      Within  a  very  short  time 
tbe    Colonial     Secretary     revoked     the 
■arrangement,  and  resumed  the  authority  ; 
he  clipped  the  wings  of  the  company  even 
■closer  than   before  :  he   undertook   once 
nwre  the  functions  he  had  handed  over  ; 
he  undid  as  far  as  he  could  what  he  had 
"done.  But  meantime, South  Africa  also  was 
iwilone !   Meantime  the  raid  had  occurred, 
proving  the  enormous  blunder  which  had 
"een  made,  and  demonstrating  the  neces- 
sity for  this  country,  if  she  will  engage  in 
••nterprises  in  ail  the  corners  of  the  earth, 
•"U  least  resolving  to  keep  the  care  of  her 
^wn  responsibilities,  and  to  discharge  them 
henvlf  instead  of  handing  them  over  to  per- 
**w  no  matter  how  great  or  to  chartered 
'Companies     no     matter      how     wealthy. 
There  had  been  this  change  in  the  power 
*»f  the  Chartered  Company  with  reference 
k»  the  police  force  and  the  bonier ;  but  no 
V'hange  that  we  can  find  had  been  effected 
jn  the    policy   of    the    Colonial   Office, 
Vcause  the  policy  of  the  Colonial  Office 
stil]  was  that  when  the  inevitable  insur- 
v^ction  came    off— a   time    now    to    l>e 
tinted  almost  by   days,  for  everybody 
bought  it  would  come  off  before  peace- 
Jjl  joyous    Christmas  time — the   High 
Commissioner  should  go  up ;  and  I  pre- 


sume he  was  this  time  to  be  escorted  by 
the  Chartered   Company's    forces,  which 
were  being  concentrated  ostensibly  for  a 
peaceful     purpose,   to   guard  the  railway 
tracks     and       culverts     and     so     forth 
against  the   natives,   at    that    convenient 
point  from   which  they  might  be  drawn 
to  act   either  as  an   escort  to  the   High 
Commissioner  or  as  invaders  of  the   tie- 
public.     It  is  quite  clear  from  telegrams 
which  passed  between  the  High  Commis- 
sioner and  the  Colonial   Secretary  after 
the  raid  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  took 
full   responsibility   for  the  plan  of  Lord 
Rosmead,    going    up    as    soon     as     the 
expected  insurrection   took  place,  doubt- 
less   accompanied     by    the    troops     the 
Colonial    Secretary    was    arranging    the 
Chartered  Company   should  have.     Now 
who    can    doubt   that   this    change    was 
that   which   made   the    raid    not   merely 
possible  but  easy  ?     Who  can  doubt  that 
it  was  the  circumstance  of  the  Chartered 
Company  being  made  the  bolder  autho- 
rity,   being  given   the    responsibility    of 
keeping    the    peace,    forsooth !     on    the 
bolder  of   the  Transvaal,  having  handed 
over  to   it  the  police  and  the  power  to 
have    these   guns   and   men    and    horses 
there,  which  made  the  raid  possible  and 
easy  ?     We  know  that  that  was  the  main 
object  of  the  transaction  in  the  mind  of 
Mr.    Khodes.     He    was    willing    to    pav 
£200,000  and  £60,000   a  year  -a    hard 
bargain,     as     he     thought     simply     be- 
cause    it     was     necessary     by    a     fixed 
date-  -a    date    fixed    with    reference    to 
the  intended  breaking  out  of  the  insur- 
rection at  Johannesburg     to  have  a  posi- 
tion and  a  force  which  would  enable  him  to 
send  troops  into  the  Transvaal.  May  I  ask 
how  it  is  possible  for  a  moment  to  wonder 
that  suspicion   should  be  excited  in  the 
minds   of   those    who   suffered  by    these 
operations,  who  saw  these  great  changes 
made  by  which  the  Company  was  made  the 
liorder    authority    and    given    all    these 
facilities  on  the  eve  of  this  misuse,  if  you 
please   so  to  call  it,   of  that  power  and 
those  facilities  !     Who  can  wonder  that 
they  put  two  and  two  together,  and  be- 
lieved that  the  one  followed  on  the  other  in 
the  minds  of  people  here  as  well  as  in  the 
minds  of  people  in  South  Africa  I     Can 
you    blame    them  .'     Put    yourselves    in 
their  place.     Is  there  a   man  here   who, 
had  he  been  in  their  situation,  would  not 
have  indulged  a  suspicion  -nay,  a  convic- 
tion amounting  to  moral  certainty   -in  his 
mind  that  that  which  was  so  enormous  a 
change,  for   so   inadequate  a  cause,    and 


667 


Inquiiy  into 


{COMMONS} 


Jameson  Raid. 


668 


hurried  in  such  a  way,  was  done  in  order 
that  it  might  be  made  possible  and  easy 
for  that  to  happen  which  in  point  of  fact 
did  result  in  a  few  weeks?  I  say  all 
these  things  in  order  to  show  you  what 
it  is  this  Empire  has  to  answer  in  this 
matter.  Our  task  is  to  vindicate  our 
position  in  South  Africa  and  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  at  large.  I  state  great  cause 
for  the  suspicion  in  order  that  you  may 
see  what  it  is  you  have  to  clear  awray. 
There  was  then  a  case  for  inquiry,  as 
everybody  agreed,  though  perhaps  until 
we  prosecuted  that  inquiry  they  did  not 
see  how  great  that  case  was.  That  inquiry 
was  essential,  because  the  honour  of  the 
whole  country  was  involved  in  the  honour 
of  a  great  Department  of  State  and 
of  a  leading  Minister  of  the  Crown.  My 
opinion  has  always  l>een  that  there  was 
no  man  in  the  world  so  deeply  interested, 
as  far  as  his  enduring  fame  is  concerned, 
in  the  granting  of  this  inquiry  as  the 
Minister  who  is  said  to  be  attacked  to- 
night. I  entered  upon  that  inquiry  in 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  proper  spirit — 
namely,  a  judicial  spirit.  I  desired,  as  I 
desire  to-day,  that  the  honour  of  this 
country  and  the  honour  of  Ministers  of 
State  should  be  fully  vindicated.  I  believed 
them  then,  as  I  believe  them  now,  to  be 
entitled  to  far  more  than  the  ordinary 
presumption  of  innocence  which  we  give 
to  the  commonest  accused  until  they  are 
proved  guilty.  I  believed  when  I  looked 
at  the  papers  there  was  a  still  stronger 
reason  for  drawing  a  very  cogent  inference 
in  favour  of  the  innocence  of  the  Minister 
of  the  specific  charge  which  had  been  made 
against  him  generally,  notwithstanding  the 
suspicion  which  might  not  unnaturally  be 
evoked  by  what  had  taken  place.  That  rea- 
son remains  ;  I  still  feel,  as  I  have  always 
felt,  its  force.  I  aver  that  no  man  can 
read  the  documents,  whether  they  be 
telegrams  or  despatches,  which  were 
addressed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to 
the  African  authorities  immediately  upon 
hearing  of  the  raid,  without  finding  it 
extremely  difficult  to  conceive  that  they 
are  the  telegrams  and  despatches  of  a  man 
who  was  an  accomplice  in  the  matter  of  that 
raid.  That  is  the  fair  and  reasonable  infer- 
ence to  be  drawn  from  the  documents.  It  is 
not  conclusive  ;  certainly  not.  It  may  be 
said,  "  What  else  could  he  do  r»  His  only 
chance  was  to  take  that  road."  That  is 
what  may  be  said  by  his  adversaries.  I 
say  it  not.  But  we  have  to  deal  with 
these  things  with  reference  to  adver- 
saries   abroad    and    at  home,  and    with 
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reference  to  suspicions  not  unnaturally 
engendered  by  the  course   of  events  to 
which  I  have  alluded  with  reference  to 
complicity  in  the  Rhodes  plan,  if   not   in 
the  Jameson  raid.      Although  I  thought 
his      words     and      his      acts    at     that 
time  were  those   of  an  innocent  man,  I 
considered  he  had  made  most  tremendous 
blunders    in     the     negotiations    of    the 
summer  before,  and   that  his  character 
for  prescience  and  statesmanship  had  been 
permanently  tarnished  by  his  not  having 
seen  that  he  ought  to  have  retained  the 
burdens  and   responsibilities  of   Empire 
instead  of  attempting  to  shift  them  for  a 
few   paltry   thousands   of  pounds  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  Chartered  Company.     I 
thought  that  the  man  who,  knowing  the 
condition   of    the   Transvaal,  forecasting 
its  future  and  providing  against  it  in  the 
manner  I  have  described,  yet  let  out  of 
his    hands    and     turned     over    to    the 
Chartered   Company   the   peace  of    this 
Empire,  committed  a  tremendous  blunder. 
But  that  is  not  what  he  is  accused  of  to- 
night.    Those  who  accuse  him  accuse  him 
of    something   very  different  and  much 
worse,  of  the  Jameson  raid.  I,  who  accuse 
him   not  of  that  offence,  aver  that  the 
case   is    such     that  his  reputation— and 
the   reputation    of  the    country    in  this 
matter  is  largely  bound  up  witn  his  own 
—  demands  a  full  inquiry,  for  such  has  not 
yet  taken  place.     No  man  in  this  House 
will   rejoice   more   than  myself  if,   as  I 
l>elieve  may  well  be  the  case,  that  inquiry 
should  result  in  his  full,  plain,  and  clear 
vindication   before   the   world,  which  at 
this  time  cannot  be   said  to  have  been 
achieved.      The    negotiations    for  these 
tremendous  changes  in  the  summer  of  1835 
were  conducted  with  the  Colonial  Office bya 
group  of  Mr.  Rhodes's  emissaries,    w* 
who  know   the   inner    working    of  the 
minds  and  intentions,  of  these  men  are 
aware,    of  course,   that    they  were  en- 
deavouring  to   pursue   a  path  in  which 
they  might  mislead  some,  whatever  they 
might  have  thought  it  prudent  or  necessary 
to  let  out  to  others.     These  negotiation* 
were   conducted   by   men  who  had  Mr- 
Rhodes's    full    confidence,    and    at  the 
moment     he     was    talking     "  railway, 
"  peace,"  and  "  border  authority  "  at  the 
Colonial   Office,    he  was  talking  "raid, 
"rebellion,"     "violence,"     "arms,"  arf 
"  incursions  "  with  these  men  across  the 
wires.     What  can  be  letter  evidence-"! 
do  not  mean  legal  evidence,  because  a* 
such    they    are    worthless    against  th* 
Colonial  Office— than  those  cables  t  What 
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can  be  better  evidence  of  the  real  mind  of 
these    men     than    their    own     contem- 
poraneous cables,  disclosing  what    hap- 
pened from  day  to  day,  what  their  wishes, 
intentions,   hopes,  and  aims  were,   and 
stating  their  progress  in  achieving  those 
things  t    What  can  be  a  better  clue  to 
the  truth  of  the  matter  f    What  could 
give  a  better  light  by  which  to  examine 
these  men,  who,  upon  this  very  theory 
had  been  acting  most  dishonourably,  and 
perhaps    adding    the     small     additional 
crime  of  untruth   to  the  crime  they  were 
committing  against  their  country  ?    What 
could  be  more  important   for  the   real 
investigation    of   the   truth  as  to  com- 
plicity   with     the     Rhodes    plan     than 
these   cables?     I   felt   this    so    strongly 
that  the  very  first  suggestion  I  made  to 
the  Committee    was  that  we   ought  to 
f       get  the  cables  before  we  examined  any 
witnesses.     I  said  that  we  wanted  them 
in  order  to  test  and  check  the  witnesses 
by    them.      My     suggestion    was     not 
adopted.      Mr.    Rhodes    was    examined, 
and  it  was  not  until  long  after  he  had  left 
the  country  and  after  many  delays  that  we 
flot  some  of  the  cables — only  some.      It 
vas  not  until  much  later  that  we  learned 
*bre  to  procure  the  others.     It  has  been 
ttid  that  the  Committee  agreed  that  Mr. 
Rhodes  should  not  speak  of  these  cables. 
There  was  something  said  at  the  earlier 
J*rt  of  his  examination  in  that  sense  by 
°ne  member  of  the  Committee,  but  when  I 
examined  him  I  persisted  in  prosecuting 
*n  inquiry  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  these 
*Mea,  and  it  was  not  until   I  had  got 
from  him  that  he  had  left  them  in  South 
Africa  and  could  not  tell  where  they  were 
'hat  I  stopped.    If  I  had  been  able  to  find 
<*rt  who  had  them  I  should  at  once  have 
Phased  the  Committee  to  call  for  them. 
B I  had  been  able  to  find  out  who  could 
kU  where  they  were  I  should  have  asked 
the  Committee  to  summon   the  person. 
we  were  not  so  slack  in  our  duty  as  some 
^•naorious  critics  allege.     As  a  matter  of 
kct,  the  inquiry  was  exhausted  in   the 
«ase  of  Mr.  Rhodes.     At  a  later  stage  of 
*fe  proceedings,  before  the  1st  June,  it 

(turned  out  that  Mr.  Hawksley  had  full 
*°pies  of  the  cables  in  his  desk  at  his 
*fee.  Those  copies  were  more  valuable 
*han  the  originals,  because  they  were 
*JU*>tated  and  had  marginal  notes,  those 
**«piial  notes  being  the  notes  of  the 
^oals  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  made 
*We  the  copies  were  in  their  possession. 
Jtoie  copies  were  retained  by  Mr.  Hawks- 
tyas  being  specially  valuable,  under  the 


specific  instructions  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  just 
because  they  had  upon  them  those 
notes.  Would  you  not  like  to  see 
them  ?  They  are  what  we  want. 
They  are  acknowledged  to  be  relevant  and 
to  impute  complicity  to  the  Colonial  Office. 
Mr.  Hawksley  declined  to  produce  them, 
and  the  Committee  decided  that  they 
would  deliberate  as  to  what  they  should 
do  upon  this  refusal  to  produce  the  docu- 
ments. It  had  been  ruled  clearly 
under  the  advice  of  the  Attorney 
General  that  he  was  1>ound  to  produce. 
I  moved  on  the  1st  of  June  that 
we  should  report  to  this  House  the  refusal 
of  Mr.  Hawksley  to  produce  the  cable- 
grams in  his  possession  with  the  annota- 
tions of  the  Colonial  Office.  I  pointed 
out  that  this  House  had  appointed  us  to 
make  a  full  inquiry,  and  I  thought  it  was 
our  duty  to  let  the  House  know  that  we 
were  being  thwarted  in  our  efforts  to  do 
our  duty  because  of  the  refusal  of  the 
witness  to  produce  important  documents. 
I  knew  that  would  not  interfere  for 
a  moment  with  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  of  the  Committee.  Our  report  of 
Mr.  Hawksley 's  refusal  would  have  done 
no  more  than  this— it  would  have 
handed  over  to  the  House  the  power 
and  the  duty  of  deciding  what  was  the 
best  thing  to  do  under  the  circumstances. 
But  the  Committee  decided  not  to  hand  over 
to  the  House  that  power  by  letting  it  know 
officially  what  were  the  facts  that  it  might 
determine  whether  it  would  do  anything 
with  Mr.  Hawksley  or  not.  It  was  said 
that  such  a  course  might  interfere  with 
other  proceedings,  but  the  responsibility 
would  have  been  with  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  Committee  had  in 
my  judgment  no  right  to  prevent  the 
House  having  the  power  and  responsibility 
of  deciding  this  matter.  But  that  course 
was  declined,  and  thereupon  my  hon. 
friend  the  Memlier  for  Northampton  said-- 

"As  you  won't  proceed  against  Mr.  Hawks- 
le.V«  you  stopped  him  in  the  middle  of  his 
evidence,  technically  he  is  in  the  witness- 
box,  and  I  move  that  he  Ikj  recalled.  You 
won't  give  us  the  documents,  then  let  us  com- 
plete his  oral  evidence." 

But  the  Committee  declined  even  to 
do  that,  and  Mr.  Hawksley's  examination 
was  closed  without  being  completed.  At 
a  later  stage,  when  counsel  for  Mr.  Rhodes 
had  made  a  declaration  with  reference  to 
this  particular  matter,  indicating  that  it 
was  proliably  for  the  avoidance  of  scandal, 
and  in  that  sort  of  way  for  the  public 
interest    that  no    further    investigation 
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should  be  made,  I  renewed  my  motion 
that  this  matter  should  l>e  reported  to 
the  House,  but  my  motion  met  with  the 
same  fate  as  the  previous  one.  Where- 
upon I,  for  my  part,  withdrew,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Committee  had  declined 
to  take  the  steps  which  were  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  complete  the  materials  requisite 
for  making  its  own  report,  or  for  giving 
the  facts  to  this  House  upon  which  the 
House  and  the  country  might  fairly  form 
its  own  judgment.  The  Committee 
proceeded  to  make  what  was  neces- 
sarily a  lame,  perfunctory  and  in- 
complete Keport.  What  has  hap- 
pened since  \  The  conspirators  have  been 
largely  whitewashed  and  reinstated,  and 
the  honour  of  Mr.  Rhodes  has  been 
vindicated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggested  to- 
night that  he  had  vindicated  Mr.  Khodes's 
honour  in  respect  of  accusations  made 
against  him  in  regard  to  one  thingonly,  and 
that  was  that  in  what  he  had  done  he 
had  been  animated  by  sordid  motives, 
and  that  this  was  what  he  was 
alluding  to  in  the  former  deliate. 
Some  accusations  were  made  which  I 
daresay  were  not  well-founded,  but  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
at  the  examination  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  in  the 
course  of  the  questions  I  put  him  they 
will  see  that,  although  his  object  might 
not  be  the  acquirement  of  filthy 
lucre,  he  had  large  interests  and 
managed  the  concerns  of  other  large 
capitalists.  They  will  see  that  material 
interests  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
business,  and  that  it  was  only  those  who 
had  no  means  who  craved  political  rights. 
What  those  who  had  gained  great  wealth 
wanted  was  more  wealth  still.  What  the 
Colonial  Secretary  did  say — as  I  remem- 
ber in  a  speech  which  shocked  me 
then,  and  the  recollection  of  which 
shocks  me  still  —was  that  the  personal 
honour  of  Mr.  Rhodes  was  vindicated 
upon  the  theory  of  the  application  of  lax 
revolutionary  ethics.  He  pointed  out  that 
since  it  was  necessary  to  assume  the  role  of 
the  conspirator  or  the  revolutionist  all  you 
have  to  consider  is  whether  the  revolu- 
tionist is  nght  or  wrong.  The  common  test 
to  apply  is  whether  the  rebellion  succeeds 
or  not.  If  it  succeeds  it  is  light.  Mr. 
Rhodes  was  a  conspirator,  and  he  failed, 
and,  therefore,  he  was  wrong.  But  what 
seems  to  have  been  forgotten  is  that 
the  proposal  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary     is     an     enormous     extension     of 
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this     principle.       I      wonder     how     far 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman   would   apply 
these  ethics  to  the  Fenian  revolutionary 
conspiracy ;     how    we    would   treat    the 
honour  of  a  Fenian,   enlisted  in  the  Line, 
persuading    his     comrades.      But,    as   I 
say,     he     goes     much    further.       What 
State     was    it    that    Mr.    Rhodes    was 
deceiving?       He      was     not     deceiving 
only     the   Transvaal   against    which   he 
was   conspiring.      No,  he  was  deceiving 
the  Empire  of  which  he  was  an  honoured 
servant ;  he  was  deceiving  the  Queen,  of 
whom  he  was  a  Privy  Councillor  ;  he  wa* 
deceiving    Her    Majesty,    whose    Prime 
Minister  at  the  Cape  he  was  ;    he   wa* 
deceiving    the    High    Commissioner,    to 
whom,   as    chairman   of    the    Chartered 
Company,  he  was  bound  by  the  conditions 
of  the  Charter  to  freely  communicate,  and 
to   whom   he   freely    communicated  lies* 
not  truth.     He  was  deceiving  the  various 
companies   he    managed.      Now    I    may 
admire     and     honour    the     man      who 
takes    his*  life,    his    property,    and    h» 
estate    in    his   own    hand  and   demands 
equal  justice  for  his  fellow-countrymen  by 
taking  part  in  a  revolution.     But  if  I  find 
a  man  of   one   State   who   obtains  high 
office  and  emoluments  of  various  orders* 
which  alone  enabled  Mr.  Rhodes  to  draw 
together  and  formulate   this   conspiracy, 
who    prostitutes   every   position   he  ha* 
acquired,  who  abuses  every  trust  reposed 
in  him.  who  deceives  every  person  with 
whom  he  is  connected,  and  who  takes  and 
uses  all    these   powers  and  positions  ui 
order  by   the   abuse  and  degradation  of 
them   to   achieve  his   nefarious    purpose 
against     another     State,    then    when   * 
hear   the    Colonial    Secretary    say  tW    < 
the    personal     honour    of    that    man  i* 
fully   vindicated,    I  can  only  say  that  I 
do  not  know  what  the  standard  of  honour 
is   which  this  Minister   of   the   Imperii 
Crown     adopts.       I     do     not     observe 
that   the    account    which    was    read  <* 
this    transaction    by    the   hon.   Member 
IhjIow  me — the  account  of  the  existence  i° 
the  hands  of  a  Meml>er  here,  during  &* 
deluite,  of  copies  of  these  cables,  for  0^ 
duction    if    required    for    Mr.   Rhod^* 
purpose- was  alluded  to  by  the  Colonj^ 
Secretary  in  his  defence.     It  cannot 
discarded  as  one  of  the  many  eleme*1^    ' 
which  make  forthat  situation  of  doubt, p^' 
plexity,  and  suspicion  which  demand*  ^ 
my  judgment  a  further  inquiry..   The  h?1*! 
Member  opposite  has  spoken  of  reopen*1^ 
a    closed  inqiiiry,.  but  the   inquiry   l**^ 
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never  lieen  closed.  Wo  were  unable  to  think  it  is  a  very  different  motive 
close  it,  because  we  had  not  obtained  the  .  which  prompts  the  mover  of  this 
complete  materials  for  a  judgment.  We  !  resolution  to  ask  for  another  inquiry,  for 
so  reported,  and  you  have  opposite  me  to- 1  his  speech  contains  nothing  else  but  an 
night  the  Minister  who  at  one  time  had  in  \  exhibition  of  rancorous  animosity,  which 
his  hand  the  key  which  would  open  his  own  ;  we  have  seen  exhibited  in  this  House 
vindication,  and  who  although  no  no  longer  \  towards  the  Colonial  Secretory  far  too 
holds  the  key  can  now  unlock  the  box  j  much  of  late.  I  say  that  that  is  some- 
which  contains  those  documents  by  ■  what  an  unworthy  motive  to  ask  this 
assenting  to  this  motion.  And  yet  he  I  House  to  reopen  an  inquiry  such  as  that, 
declines '.  I   was  glad   to   hear  the  Leader  of   the 

MR.  WHARTON  (Yorkshire,  W.K.,  :  Opposition; speiik  to-night  because  I  knew 
Uipon)  :  I  have  listened  with  interest  and  :  **»*  T  shouW  hear  again  his  denial  of  all 
even  with  admiration  to  the  speech  which' fer\lnK  towards  the  Colonial  Secretary 
has  just  been  made.  I  only  wish  that  the  •  Wlth  ,regard  t(.»  h,s  .hav,nS  anv  P"*  or 
speeches  to  which  I  listened  at  the  com- '  parcel  «n  the  inception  of  the  raid.  I 
mencement  of  this  delwte  had  had  more  ;  ^nowhe  would  express  that  opinion  again 
of  the  same  tone  and  the  same  colour  as  '  to-night.  The  right  him.  Gentleman  has 
that  to  which  wo  have  just  listened.  1  |  expressed  a  wish,  that  there  should  be  a 
wish  also  that  the  speeches  of  the  mover  further  inquiry,  because  he  himself  is  not 
»nd  the  seconder  had  h-id  the  same  I  «t»fied  with  regard  to  our  examination 
height  and  breadth  and  the  same  justness.  :  of  those  documents  I  again  ask  him  is 
We  have  not  had  in  the  last  speech  anv  \ at  w,orth.  whlh'  thilt  7nu  8houl.(1  hav* 
of  that  needless  acrimony  which  aljrainded  !  another  inquiry  upon  this  one  point,  and 
in  the  opening  speech 'of  the  mover  in  i  ag"'1  °P/-'n  th,<,8e  "»"*;  whlcrh;  *>  a  certain 
ttprd  to  mv  right  hon.  friend  the  '  «*»ent,  nave  been  healed  ?  [Irish  cries  of 
Secretary  of'  State  for  the  Colonies.  !  "No>  !'° !  ]  I  know  hon.  Members  oppo- 
W'hatis  the  proposition  we  have  lief  ore  "J*  wl*h  *°  keep  those  sores  open.  [An 
iw  to-night?  It  is,  if  the  hon.  Member  H°N-  M™iiER  from  the  Irish  benches: 
who  has  just  sat  down  will  allow  motol^nat  ahout  th('  w:ari]  AU1,\  '  desire 
«)•  m,  the  reopening  of  an  inquiry  ,  thp  war  to  cease  just  as  much  as  any 
*hich  I,  for  one,  consider  was  justly  I  °fh<>r  h,m-  Member  does,  but  do  you  think 
ck«dwhentheReportoftheSonthAfricanlthat  h>'  opening  inquiries  of  this  sort 
Committee  was  made.  What  is  the  one  •  .v™>  w,»  tc"d  to  close  that  war !  On 
Ajcct  and  the  sole  ground  for  the  re- ' th,>  contrary.  I  think  you  will  tend 
opening  of  this  inquiry?  It.is  that  we  , to  ™™v*  animo,sltv- arol  ,lwt*f fl  "f  n.t'aI"'*f 
•boald  ascertain  the  contents  of  Ceitain  .you  will  open  thos(- sores,  and  that  is  whv 
Plenums  which  were  not  shown  to  us  I  J  hope  there  will  lie  no  granting  of  a  fresh 
under  circumstances  which  I  know  it  is  I  inquiry  into  this  case.  Has  then-  not 
o«*r  unnecessary  for  me  to  detail  to  the  '  already  been  the  fullest  mcnury  into  these 
Ho<w.  It  is  for  that  one  object  that  we  1 1™"?™  \  l  hm'  hi,M  ,,wn  more  tha"  on«' 
Mr  to  have  the  reopening  of  this  inquiry  !  inqwirv,  for  there  was  an  inquiry  held  by 
(uncertain  in  what  way  the  contents  of  I  *h<!  C  ilP<!  L  Parliament.  They  reported 
those  telegrams  might  influence  the  new  '  fully,  and  their  Report  is  on  all  fours  with 
Committee  who  would  deal  with  the  ' the  ReF>rt  ,H8U,'(l  hv  onr  Committee.  an 
wbject.  Does  this  House  really  think  '  far  as  l  ea"  «'<M"  regard  to  every  cir- 
thrt  it  would  obtain  any  evidence  which  '  cunwtance  of  that  raid.  The  raid  and  its 
*ould  lead  to  a  different  conclusion  to  \  ongin  has  been  fully  reported  upon  by 
that  which  the  last  Committee  came  to  ?  I  th«  Committee,  and  I  venture  to  assert 
Could  a  new  Committee  condemn  i„  ,  that  a  fresh  inquiry  is  needless,  that  it 
"longer  or  in  plainer  language  the  '  wolll(1  ,K!  'i**'*4-  and  wo«ld  on,.v  lea<l  t(> 
Wions  of  the  prime  mover  and  originator  '  further  harm. 

tfthat  raid  than  was  contained  in  that  :  Mr.  LABOUCHKKK:  I  am  somewhat 
feport?  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  plainer  j  surprised  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
wd  stronger  language  than  was  used  in  Member  opposite  asserts  that  on  this  side 
that  Report  with  regard  to  the  action  of    of  the  House  there  is  any  feeling  of  per 


•'h.  Rhodes  could  not  lie  used  by  any 
other  Committee  or  any  other  tribunal, 
wherever  it  came  from.     If  that  be  the 


sonal  rancour  against  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. I  am  not  aware  that  such  an 
imputation  rests  on  any  one  on  this  side 
**)  I  want  to  know  what  is  the  |  of  the  House  in  regard  to  a  feeling  of 
"*  of    having    a    fresh    inquiry.       I    personal  rancour  towards  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman,  but  I  am  l>ound  to  say  I  am 
.surprised  at  any  hon.  Member  opposite 
having  the  coolness  to  get  up  and  com- 
plain of  the  feeling  of  rancour  entertained 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  expressed 
in  speeches  on  this  side,  against  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  when  I  remember  the 
rancorous  attacks  and  the  abuse  that  was 
levelled  against  the  Colonial  Secretary  by 
Conservatives  one  and  all  when  he  was  a 
Liberal  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I 
regret  the  decision  which  apparently  the 
Government  has  come  to  not  to  have  an 
inquiry  into  this  matter.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  has  put  it  on  the  ground  that 
he  did  not  care  for  the  opinion  of  foreign 
countries,  that  he  did  not  care  for  the 
Afrikanders  in  the  Cape,  and  that  he  only 
cared  for  .the  opinion  of  this  country, 
which  entirely  agreed  with  him.  I  think 
a  division  will  show  that  everybody  in 
this  country  does  not  entirely  agree  with 
him.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  separate 
the  whole  world  into  sheep  and  goats, 
and  to  say  that  the  good  sheep  are  those 
who  believe  in  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  the  wicked  goats  are  those  who  dare 
to  question  his  action.  Much  has  been 
said  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  about 
insinuations  being  levelled  on  this  side  of 
the  House  against  him.  He  asks  why 
we  do  not  make  a  fair  and  frank  state- 
ment expressing  our  opinions  of  what  it 
is  we  accuse  the  Colonial  Secretary  of 
instead  of  simply  making  insinuations. 
There  have  been  no  insinuations  made  by 
any  single  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  [Ministerial cries  of  4*Oh,  oh  ! "]  Do 
you  accuse  the  mover?  [An  Hon.  Member: 
Yes,  we  do  !]  Has  anybody  answered  the 
challenge  of  my  hon.  friend  to  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  to  point  out  where  the 
insinuations  were  'I  Do  you  accuse  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  who  seconded 
of  making  insinuations  ?  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "  Yes !"]  Certainly  he  did  not 
make  insinuations,  although  he  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  very  frankly.  The 
point  of  my  hon.  friend  was  that  during 
the  inquiry  certain  facts  had  come  out 
which  he  thought  produced  a  suspicion, 
which  he  thought  demanded  that  there 
should  be  a  further  inquiry.  You  may 
object  to  that  and  disagree  with  it,  but 
surely  it  is  hardly  fair  to  call  that  an 
insinuation.  I  have  listened  to  the 
speeches  of  both  the  mover  and  the 
seconder,  and  I  did  not  hear  them  make 
any  sort  of  insinuations.  The  Colonial 
♦Secretary  objected  to  the  particular  time 

Mr.  Labouc'iere. 


j  at  which  this  motion  was  brought  forward. 
I  He  said  that  war  was  raging  and  he  knew 
|  that  our  object  was  to  get  him  out  of  the 
j  Government.     I  frankly  say  that  I  think 
i  it  would  be  a  most  blessed  thing  for  this 
I  country  if  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  were 
i  to  l>e  withdrawn  from  any  Government 
|  of  which  he  is  a  member ;  but  we  do  not 
bring   that   forward,  and    you   have   no 
I  right  to  say  that  we  are  precluded  from 
j  bringing  forward  a  motion  of  this  kind, 
I  because  some  of  us  l>elieve  that  it  would 
,  be  better  for  the  country  if  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman  withdrew  from  public  affairs. 
'  The    right    hon.    Gentleman     spoke   of 
j  his    own     denial,     and    the     hon.     and 
learned     Gentleman     the     Member    for 
I  Stroud  hai-ped  upon  it  also.   The  Colonial 
j  Secretary  has  absolutely  denied  this ;  but 
i  does  anybody  doubt  it  ?     I  do  not  con- 
|  sider  that  the  denial  of  a  gentleman  who 
!  happens  to  l>e  a  Privy  Councillor  is  worth 
i  any  more  than  the  denial  of  any  Member 
of  this  House.     Since  Mr.  Rhodes  is  a 
i  Privy  Councillor  I  think  the  balance  i«  in 
•  favour  of  the    Member.      If  merely  the 
denial  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  to 
suffice  and  there  was  to  l>e  no  inquiry, 
why  did  you  assent  to  any  inquiry  at  all  ? 
The  inquiry  was  into  the  action  of  the 
Colonial  Office.     According  to  your  view 
it  was  sufficient  for  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  get  up  and  say  he  had  no  connection 
with  the  raid  and  there  is  no  need  for  an 
inquiry,  and  upon  that  ground  you  ought 
to  have  excluded  an  inquiry.      But  the 
Colonial   Secretary   made   a  most  extra- 
ordinary statement  in  the  debate  which 
followed    in    regard    to     Mr.     Rhodes8 
character.      The   right   hon.    Gentlem*" 
contended  that  Mr.  Rhodes  had  been  *> 
shocked   at  persons  considering  he  had 
sordid  motives  that  he  only  applied  Hi* 
remarks    to    the    accusation    of    sordid 
motives.     I  am  going  to  read  out  wb** 
the  Colonial  Secretary  said,  l>ecause  it  w 
very  important  to  see   whether  he  ***** 
right  or  not.     This  is  an  extract  from  b18 
speech 

44  But  as  to  one  thing  I  am  perfectly  e*J°* 
vinced—  that  while  the  fault  of  Mr.  Khod* 
is  about  as  great  a  fault  as  a  politician  of  * 
statesman  can  commit,  there  has  been  notbj^ 
proved— and    in    my    opinion    there    •$■■*? 
nothing— which  affects  Mr.  Rhodes's  perso^JJJ 
I  position  as  a  man  of  honour.     It  is  **&  W 
I  some  Members  who  take  a  different  view  tb** 
I  he   deceived    this    person  and  that  !«*£; 
1  That  is  perfectly  true ;  bat  that  is  part  of  *** 
I  original  offence.    If  a  man  goes  into  a  r0r0' 
lution  he  may  be  right  or  he  may  be  wng* 
In  this  case  Mr.  Rhodes  was  wrong.    But  if  * 
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man  goo*  into  *  revolution  it  follows  on,  a*  a  l  friend  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  and  had  served  on 


matter  of  course,  that  he  mast  deceive  other  I 
people.'  *  | 

I  ask  whether  that  was  a  real  description  \ 
of  the  defence  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  j 
Secretary  of  what  he  said  upon  that  occa- 
sion— that  he  had  not  given  a  general 
certificate  to  Mr.  Rhodes  as  an  honour- 
able man  notwithstanding  what  he  had 
done  before  the  Committee.     Mr.  Rhodes 


an  African  Committee  before,  should  l>e 
put  upon  this  one,  and  in  the  same  way  I 
was  put  on,  because  admittedly  I  was  known 
to  l>e  opposed  to  the  policy  of  Mr.  Rhodes. 
Those  matters  were  discussed  in  the 
House  and  well  known,  but  it  was  a 
revelation  to  us  when  two  or  three  gentle- 
men were  secretly  put  on  the  Committee 


xuiC  w  y,_t,i™.      ur.  xvumn*  ,  ^  fc  ^  knowledge  of  this  House,  as 

has,    I  daresay  like  many  other  people,  .  ^         of    fc    Cha*ered  Campvay      I 
two  qualities     his  love  of  power  and  his    am         nQw         ^      rf    fa    x     £  >    h 


love  of  money  -and  he  seems  to  have  got 
on  uncommonly  well  in  his  desire  to  act 
as  a  patriot  for  his  country.     I  do  not 
want  to    raise   the   point    as   to   which 
quality   is  the   strongest,  but  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  he  was  so 
horrified  at   the   charge   of    Mr.  Rhodes 
t»eing  actuated    by    sordid   motives,   he 
ought  to   look  a   little   closer  into    the 
evidence   l>eforc  the  Committee,  and  he, 
▼mild  find  that  Mr.  Rhodes  took  great 
care  to  make  a  very  great  deal  of  money 
out  of  his  business.      My  hon.  friend  the 
Menitar  for   J^ougford,   who  spoke  just 
Wore  me,  pointed  out    what 
Wore  the  Committee,  and  I 
human  being   in    this    House 
Wore  any  jury  in  this  country  the  diffe- 
rence lietwcen   the  finding  of  the  Com-  j 
mlttee  as  signed  by   the   Chairman  and  ' 
the  certificate  of  honour  that  was  given  . 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  Mr.  Rhodes  I 
t*o  days    afterwards.     I    have   been   a 
Member  of  this  House  so  long  that  I  really  : 
thought  that  nothing  anybody  could  say 
We  would  shock  me  ;  but  I   was  really  j 
locked  by   the   ethics   of   the  Colonial 
Secretary 

to  argue  that  if  one  man  poisoned  another 
in  order     to     inherit     nis    wealth    the 


Colonial  Secretary,  but  his  speech.  In 
defending  that  letter  he  stated  that  it 
was  desirable  that  certain  gentlemen 
should  l>e  put  on  the  Committee  in  order 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Char- 
tered Company  and  Mr.  Rhodes.  His 
speech  was  a  clever  piece  of  rhetoric.  He 
abused  his  opponents,  and  somewhat 
twisted  his  facts.  [••  Oh,  oh  !  "]  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  displeasing 
to  hon.  Members  opposite — he  stated 
his  facts  as  he  wished  the  House  to 
understand  them.  He  came  forward 
as  an  injured  innocent,  and  bitterly 
complained  of  the  persecution  he  had 
to  undergo.  When  I  was  placed  on 
the  Committee,  while  I  had  a  very  strong 
opinion  as  to  Mr.  Rhodes  and  his  policy, 
I  had  no  idea  of  any  soil  or  kind  that 
the  Colonial  Office  had  been  connected 
with  what  had  taken  place  in  South 
Africa  any  more  than  I  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  a  consenting  party.  But  when  I  sat 
on  the  Committee,  circumstances  came 
out  which  shook  mv  confidence  in  the 
It  would  »>c  jotf  as  re^oiwWe  '.  Colonial  Office  noticing  mixed  up  more  or 
J  less.    I  did  not  sign  the  majority  Repor% 

I  had  a   Report  to  myself,  and  in   that 


happened 

defy   any  i 

to  justify 


powoning  was  justifiable  because  it  was  '  lie.P°rt  l  ™il  ]  d,c  »«*  <™8jde[  that. ^he 
done  in  order  to  get  his  monev.  :  evideiiw  mibmittwl  t«.  the  Committee 
Tlie  Colonial  Secreted  took  great  credit  to  !  Provod  .that  theu  Colo, iial  Secretary  had 
kimself  because  he  proposed   that   there  :  ^npnvy  to  what  had  tak en  place  ;  but 


•fcould  be  some  inquiry  into  the  action  of 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  the  raidere ;  but  the  right 
WiUentleman  could  not  help  himself.  The 
Matter  had  l>een  brought  before  the  Cape 
parliament,  and  if  there  had  not  been  an 
inquiry  at  the  instance  of  the  right  hon. 
"sntleman,  it  would  have  been  proposed 
■JF  some  other  Memtar  of  the  House,  and 
tfo  Government  would  have  been  unable 
^refuse  it.  With  regard  to  the  compo- 
"tion  of  the  Committee,  I  do  not  think 
^  right  hon.  Gentleman  correctly  stated 
j°te  facts.  It  was  suggested  tnat  the 
ggetary  of  State  for  War,  who  was  a 

0*8w  Tkt  Parliamentary  Debates,  [Fourth 
*tia.]    Vol.  li.,  p.  1109. 


at  the  same  time   I    regretted    that  the 

Committee  had  not  probed  the  matter  to 

,  the   lwttom.       The    first    question    was 

:  whether  Mr.  Harris     Mr.  Rhodes's  agent 

-had  stated  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  or 

,  anyone  at  the  Colonial  Office  —even  down 

.  to   the    humblest  clerk  —that  there  was 

any     object      in     obtaining     the     strip 

.  of    land    other    than    for    the     purpose 

,  of   a    railroad  ;   that   there   was  another 

object,     and    that    was    it    was     to    1h> 

used   as    a    "jumping   off"    ground    for 

the   purposes   of    the  raid.     Mr.    Harris 

:  stated  it  was  for  the  railroad,  but  in  an 

!  indirect  manner  that  it  was  to  l>e  used  in 

'  any  direction,  to  maintain  onler  and  to 
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protect  the  people  of  Johannesburg.  Mr.  I 
Fairfield  is  dead,  and  the  Colonial  | 
Secretary  denies  that,  and  I  do  not  I 
attach  the  slightest  importance  to  what  j 
M  r.  Harris  said ;  but  what  I  attach  '• 
importance  to  is  the  fact  that  the  Colonial  ' 
Secretary,  Lord  Selborne,  and  Mr.  I 
Harris  ail  agreed  that  the  following  I 
conversation  had  taken  place — 

"  Dr.  Hakkis  :  I  could  tell  you  something 
in  confidence. 

"  Mr.  Chamkkklain:  I  do  not  want  to  hear 
any  confidential  information.  I  am  here  in 
an  official  capacity.  I  can  only  hear  informa- 
tion of  which  I  caiii  make  official  use.*' 

I  was  very  much  surprised  at  that  state- 
ment, because   Mr.  Harris  having  stated 
that,    1    should    have    thought  that   the 
Colonial    Secretary     would     have    said,  I 
"  Something  is  being  concealed  from  me,"  ' 
and  that  before  he  consented  to  hand  over  ' 
this   land    he    would    have    insisted   on 
knowing,    not    in   confidence,    what  Mr. 
Harris  wished  to  tell  him.     With  regard  : 
to  the  telegrams,  if  the  telegrams  are  true  j 
no  one  could  doubt  but  what   there  was  | 
knowledge  and  approval  of  the  raid  by  j 
the  Colonial  Secretary  ;  there  is  no  room 
for  misconception.     But   the  only  thing  j 
against  that  is  that  there  had  been  a  pre- 
arrangement  between  Mr.  Rhodes  and  his 
agents  that  they  should  vamp  up  telegrams 
showing  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  1 
aware  of   the  raid,  and  that  those  tele- 
grams should  be  shown  to  the  people  in  I 
order  to  work  up  enthusiasm.     There  is 
some    improl .Nihility    in   the    hypothesis, 
l*ecause  in  every  telegram  it  is  taken  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  knew  of  the  raid, 
even  to  little  details.     There  was  no  other 
mode  at  that  time  of  conveying  informa- 
tion   to    Mr.     Rhodes,   and*  Mr.    Rhodes 
was  staking  everything  on  Dr.  Jameson's 
valour.  He  would  naturally  want  to  know 
what  the  Colonial  Office's  attitude  would 
be  on  the  subject.    There  was  no  separate 
telegram  to  tell  him  what  it  was,  and  these 
were  secret  telegrams  between  him  and 
his  agents,  and  at  the  time  they  were  sent 
it  was  never  supposed  that  any  of  them 
would  come  out.     I  rejected  that  evidence 
because  the  witnesses  admitted  that  they 
had  been  deceiving  Lord   Rosmead  and 
other  people,  and  in  the  face  of  the  denial 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  it  was  impossible 
to  connect  him  with  such  a  matter.     The 
telegrams    were    not    obtained     because 
notice  had  not  l>een  given  to  the  German 
Cable  Company  through  which  they  had 
been  sent,  owing  to  the  other  cable  having 
broken  down   at   the   time.     There   was 
Mr.  Lahouchere. 


considerable  discussion  in  order  to  obt 
them,  and  in  the  end  I  asked  the  Color 
Secretary  whether  he  would  use  his 
fluence  with  Mr.  Rhodes  in  order  to  obt 
these  telegrams,  but  he  said  he  would  1 
do  so.  I  could  not  conceive  why  he  shoi 
refuse,  but  he  said  he  had  no  influei 
with  Mr.  Rhodes.  He  had  very  gr 
influence  with  Mr.  Rhodes  ;  he  had  t 
gentleman's  fate  in  his  hands.  He  co 
have  done  away  with  the  charter  at  a 
time,  and  he  had  sufficient  influence 
obtain  the  removal  of  Mr.  Rhodes  i 
Mr.  Beit  from  the  directorate  of 
company. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  refu 
absolutely  to  use  any  influence  whate\ 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  in  coi 
quence  of  my  influence  these  gentlen 
were  withdrawn  from  the  board  of 
company.  They  tendered  their  resig 
tions.  The  Chartered  Company  asked 
my  advice,  and  I  refused  absolutely 
interfere. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  The  right  h 
Gentleman    the    Colonial   Secretary 
already  stated  in  regard  to  the   letto 
published,  of  Mr.  Fairfield  that  they  w 
written     by     his    instructions,    and 
accepted  the  responsibility  for  them. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Hear,  he 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  thought 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  made  t 
statement  had  forgotten  those  letters : 
one  of  which  he  called  upon  these  gen 
men  to  withdraw,  and  in  the  other 
said  nothing  would  be  done  with 
charter  pending  judicial  proceedings. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  shall 

very  happy  to  give  the  hon.  Member 

explanation  he   seems  to  desire.     I  h 

already  explained  that  the  understand 

was    that    these   resignations   would 

;  accepted.      If  they  were  accepted,  t 

the  Chartered  Company  separated  th 

I  selves   from    Mr.    Rhodes  and  Mr.  I 

!  with  whom  it  was  impossible  to  deal  i 

;  their  conduct  had  lnsen  inquired  into. 

j  on  the  contrary,  they  had  establishc 

j  solidarity   between   themselves  and 

I  Rhodes  and  Mr.  Beit,  who  were  kn( 

|  by  the  telegrams  which  had  been  rece 

published,  to  be  connected  with  the  1 

then,  of  course,  they  would  have  acce 

responsibility   for   the   raid,  and  in 

case  I  wished  to  have  my  hands  ent: 

free  to   come  to  the  House  of  Comi 

and  make  any  proposal  I  thought  rigl 


*5XI  Inquiry  into  {20  February  1900}  Jam**m  lin'ul  682* 

!  quid  jrro  quo  they  got  for  that.     I  have 

i  some  idea  that  there  was  an  understanding 
that  if  they  did  not  press  those  matters 
against  the  Colonial  Secretary,  on  the  other 
hand  the  obstruction  would  not  take 
place.  I  have  heard  also  that  there  was  a 
sort  of  understanding,  not  only  that  there 
should  he  a  Report  about  Mr.  Rhodes,  but 
that  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
her  for  West  Monmouth  in  regard  to  the 

1  strictures  that  were  to  be  made  against 
Mr.  Rhodes  should  be  accepted.  Whether 
that  is  the  fact  or  not  1  do  not  know. 
These  Literal  Gentlemen  thought  they 
could  not  kill  two  hares,  but  they  were 
determined    to    kill    one.       1    was    not 

1  consulted,  but  I  ejuite  admit  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  lie  said  on  that 
side  of  the  question.  If  I  had  been  con- 
sulted T  should  have  disagreed,  because  I 

1  consider  that  the  essential  of  that  Coni- 
niittee  was  that  there  should  be  no  evasion 
of  any  soil  of  investigation  into  the  rela- 
tions   of    the    Colonial    Office;    with    the 

,  raiders  or  the  conspiracy  for  the  Jameson 

1  raid.  It  was  obvious  that  Mr.  Kruger 
had  his  suspicions  with  regard  to  the  mid, 
and  had  there  been  any  sort  of  shirking 
of  the  Committee;  then  Mr.  Kruger's  sus- 

i  picions  might  have  been  roused  and  elirti- 

i  cultics  might  have  arisen.  It  turned  out 
that  I  was  entirely  right.  There  have 
been  many  new  facts  in  regaixl  to  this.    I 

,  have  already  alluded  to  the;  fact  of  the 
astounding  speech  in  which  the  right 
hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  gave  a  cer- 
tificate of  honour  to  Mr.  Rhodes.  Then 
there  was  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Hawksley    on   July   15th,    in  which    he 

]  is  reported  to  have  said  that  the 

44  Committee   implied   that  Mr.   Rhodes   in 

i  this  was  deceiving  his  siiliordiiiates,  am1  acting 
without  reasonable  grounds.     Mr.    Hawksley 

'  said  he  was  astonished  to  read  this  allegation. 

I  for  there  were  members  of  the  Committee  who 

|  knew  as  well  aa  he  did  that  this  condemnation 
of  Mr.  Rhodes  was  unmerited." 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I   quite  accept 
X:  f-ie  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
wrm  ■.an.     He  has  l>een  good  enough  to  put 
<jrl  early  in  a  few  words  what  I  desired  to 
ff«*y.     On   May  21    Mr.   Hawksley  was  a 
-^witness      lief  ore      the     Committee,    and 
!*«.*     then      admitted      that      he      had 
«_-«-  »pies     of     these     telegrams.      He    was 
:**-*ked   to    produce   them,  and  asked   for 
t  1  »«e  to  consider   it.     On   26th   May  he 
■-(-fused  to  produce  them,  and  he  was  in- 
lf«  »rmed  the    Committee    would   consider 
%%-  fiat  course  to  take.     On  28th   May  Mr. 
I- 1 -iwksley  was  called,  and   informed  that 
H«*   would  Ik?   reported  to  the  House,  hut 
on  l«t  June  the  Committee  decided  not  to 
i-c* port  him.     That  was  most  remarkable, 
:*n<l  neither  my  hon.  friend  liehind  me  nor 
in  vself  can   1k»  said  to  have  concurred  in 
t  Halt  decision,  Wause   we  did  everything 
we  could  to  have  him  rej>orted.     Another 
remarkable  thing  was  that,  in  the  middle 
•  »f  the  examination  of  Mr.  Hawksley,  who 
was  an  extremely  communicative  witness, 
Mr.  Justice  Bigham,  then  a  memher  of  the 
Committee,   and   the   hon.    Memher    for 
Stroud,  protested  against  the  examination 
Wing  continued,  and  said  we  ought  not  to 
continue  it  until  it  was  decided  what  we? 
were  going  to  do  with  regard  to  his   re- 
fusal to  produce  the  telegrams.     On  1st 
June,  after  it  had   been  decided  not  to 
import  Mr.  Hawksley,  I  moved  that  he  W 
recalled,  but  I  was  outvoted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  examination   was  not  re- 
sumed.     Now   when  a   witness  is  called 
More  a  Committee'  every  member  of  the 
Committee  has  a  right  to  examine*  him 
ami  ask  what    epiestiems  he   pleases.      1 
never   knew  that    right    refused  befe>re, 
W    in     consequence     of     that      deci- 
w«i    I     was     prevented      fre>m     asking 
teitain     questions     which      I      desired. 
There    was    no  mystery    at    all   in  the 
Matter.     What  happeneel   was  this  :  ob- 
struction was  rampant  on  the  Committee. 
AH  the  lawyers  em  the  Conservative  anel 
J  nionist  side   were  perpetually   putting 
forward    petty    nm   print    police    court 
Ejections  to  questions,  anel  we  could  not 
"lake  headway   against   them.      It   was 
Mt  by  a  good  many  Liberals  that  if  that 
*ent  on  the  session  would   come*    to    a 
c"*e  and  there  would  be  no  Report.     As 
5y  right  hon.   friend  the   Member   for 
'J*t  Monmouth  said,  there  was  not  the 
"hghtegt  idea  of  the   Committee    being 
^Ppointed,   and  as  they   wanted   that 
thtae  should  be  a  Report,  their  only  chance 
^  not  to  press  the  issue  against  the 
^°femal  Secretary.  I  want  to  know  what 


That  is  a  direct  accusation  by  Mr. 
Hawksley,  the  Solicitor  e>f  the*  Chartered 
Company,  that  certain  members  of  the^ 
Committee  committed  one  of  the  nu>st 
atrocious  crimes  ;  that  knowing  perfectly 
well  that  Mr.  Rhodes  was  not  guilty  erf 
the*  charge's  made  against  him  they 
declared  him  guilty.  Anel  yet,  to  my 
surprise,  the'  Colonial  Secretary  tex>k  ne> 
actiem  in  the'  matter.  That  roused  my 
suspicion.  Again,  what  further  awoke* 
my  suspicion  was  that  Mr.  Rhodes  was 
not  punished.  Why  was  he  not  punished?" 
He  remains  a  Privy  Councillor.  Another 
thing  I  have  never  yet  understood  is  why 
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the  Colonial  Secretary  has  persistently 
refused  to  produce  what  is  called  the 
"  Hawksley  correspondence  "  —  certain 
letters  which  passed  in  June  between  the 
♦Colonial  Secretary  and  Mr.  Hawksley. 
Mr.  Hawksley  has  practically  told  us  that 
he  considered  if  that  correspondence  were 
published  it  would  seriously  compromise 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  If  it  would  not, 
why,  in  the  name  of  goodness,  does  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  not  produce  it  ? 
\Y  e  have  asked  him  over  ana  over  again, 
and  he  prefers  to  remain  under  that  accu- 
sation. These  are  the  reasons  we  con- 
sider— without  any  insinuation  and  with- 
out any  innuendo — in  the  interest  of  the 
•country,  for  the  honour  and  the  good 
name  of  the  country,  and  the  good  name 
•of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  we 
•ought  to  have  further  inquiry.  If  you 
refuse  that  inquiry,  well  and  good.  We 
have  done  our  duty,  and  we  shall  leave 
the  country  to  judge  between  you  and  us. 

♦Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  This  question  has  been  brought 
up  on  two  grounds,  with  neither  of 
which  am  1  in  sympathy.  First  let 
me  deal  with  the  innuendoes  thrown 
■out  against  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
•Colonial  Secretary.  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  declared  upon  his  oath,  and  upon 
what,  in  my  judgment,  is  of  far  more 
importance  than  any  oath  on  his  honour 
as  a  Member  of  this  House,  that  he  has 
no  knowledge  of  the  transactions  that 
have  been  made  the  ground  of  these 
innuendoes.  The  other  ground  took  the 
shape  of  a  violent  personal  attack  on  Mr. 
Rhodes.  That  also  is  not  a  matter  into 
which  I  shall  go.  I  would  venture,  how- 
ever, to  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  on  lx>th  sides 
of  the  House  to  approach  this  subject 
from  the  House  of  Commons  standpoint. 
The  House  of  Commons  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, but  it  was  selected  in  a  very 
l>ad  way  and  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  have  been  more  calculated  to 
ensure  a  breakdown,  for  it  pos- 
sessed no  elements  of  a  judicial  char- 
acter about  its  composition.  It  set  to 
work  in  a  most  leisurely  way,  and  never 
appears  to  have  thought  alxnit  giving  pre- 
liminary instructions  as  to  the  production 
of  telegrams  and  important  documents 
until  too  late  to  ensure  their  preservation. 
According  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  one  of  the  most  important 
telegraph  companies  was  not  even  com- 
municated with  until  everything  was 
destroyed  which  could  have  thrown 
Mr.  Laboucherr. 


light  upon   the  subject    under    inquiry. 
This     Committee     met    only     twice     a 
week,  and,  composed  as  it  was  largely  of 
busy  Members  of  the  House,  who  ought 
never  to  have  l>een  put  on  it  at  all,  it  was 
difficult  to  continue  its  labours  with  effect. 
I  should  have  thought  that  this  House, 
desiring    to   obtain   the    information  re- 
quired, would    have  appointed  a    Com- 
mittee    possessing     judicial     attributes, 
limited   in  numbers,  and    which   should 
have  sat  die  in  diem.      My  object  in  re- 
ferring to  this  is  that  we  ought  now  to 
consider  whether,  our  Committee  having 
been  defied  and  refused  the  information 
which  it  desired,  we  ought  to  allow  our- 
selves to  sit  down  under  that  defiance. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  allow- 
ing itself  to  be  flouted.     The  course,  I 
think,    which    this  House    should    have 
adopted   was  to  confess   frankly   that  it 
had  been  disappointed  with  the  action  of 
the  Committee.     1  am  not  going  to  deny 
that  1  shall  vote  in  favour  of  fuller  inquiry 
largely    on   the    ground   that  I  have  no 
confidence  in  the  former   Committee.     1 
venture  to  say  that  the  Committee  con- 
ducted the  inquiry  in  a  manner  that  hi*^& 
brought  the  House  itself  into  discredio  ; 
and    the    best     thing    the    House    ct^-i 
do     is     to     place     this     inquiry     in~*c 
other     hands,     who     will     conduct 
to  a  legitimate  end.     Without,  therefo«r— 
casting  any  aspersion  on  any  person,  leav— 
of  all  on  my  right  hon.  friend  who,  in  1 — — 
conclusive  speech,  showed  that  there  vr~ 
no  shadow  of  foundation  for  any  of  t^W 
charges  made  against  him,  I  venture 
say  that  everyone  of  us  is  bound  to  co*^ 
sider  the  credit  of  this  House,  and  th»*- 

we  should  be  justified  in  selecting  anoth ; 

tribunal  for  carrying  on  this  inquiry  rig  J 
through — not  allowing  anylnxly  to  ho*  ■" 
back  anything,  but  insisting  on  the  tru-"* 
being  known.  In  that  way  we  sht-^- 
restore  confidence  in  this  House,  and  \_ 
long  way  towards  removing  the  very  ju 
suspicions  which  have  been  so  mucharous^^ 
throughout  this  country  and  the  world. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMA!^ 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  It  is  not  my  intended 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  at 
long  space.  I  wish  principally  to  addre^^ 
myself  to  the  subject  from  the  point  -  - 
view  of  a  meml>er  of  this  much-maligned 
Committee.  In  fact,  I  believe  that  if  r^ 
some  misfortune  the  twelve  o'clock  rn.  ^ 
.  had  been  suspended,  we  should  have  se^1 
j  on    here  to  all  hours  in  the    moniir*> 


085  Inquiry  into  {20  February  1900}  Jo m * wn  Raid.  68f>*. 

listening  to  a  succession  of  speeches  by  all  j  have  called  home  Mr.  Rhodes.     You  may 


the  members  of  that  Committee.  Another 
thing  which  strikes  me  as  odd  is  that  I  do 
not  think  I  have  heard  anyone  say  a  good 
word  of  the  Committee  except  the  mem- 
\*ers  of  it  themselves.  I  will  endeavour  to 
explain  to  the  House,  at  any  rate,  how 
innocent,  as  it  appears  to  me,  was  the 
general     action     and     conduct     of     the 


call  Mr.  Rhodes  from  South  Africa,  but 
will  Mr.  Rhodes  come  1  I  do  not  know 
if  there  is  a  proper  means  of  exercising 
the  authority  of  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  extract  an  unwilling 
personage  from  South  Africa,  but  if  there 
is  it  would  at  least  have  taken  a  consider- 
able time  to  do  so,  and  either  of  those 


Committee.  Let  me  in  the  first  place  j  courses,  or  both  combined,  would  have 
dispose  of  a  surmise,  a  report,  a  |  prevented  the  Committee  from  reporting 
suspicion  which  we  heard  of  at  the  time,  |  during  that  session.     Now,  it  was  vitally 


and  which  has  even  bubbled  up  occasionally 


in  the  debate  to-night— a  suspicion  that    port  without  further  delay,  important  for 


among  the  members  of  the  Committee 
there  was  something  known,  that  some 
understanding  had  been  communicated  to 
them,  some  arrangement  come  to,  which 
influenced  their  action.     I  can  only  say 


important  that  the  Committee  should  re- 


the  peace  of  South  Africa,  to  satisfy  the 
public  mind  there  as  well  as  here,  and  for 
the  vindication  of  the  position  of  the 
country  in  the  world.  We  therefore,  had 
all  these  difficulties  before  us  if  we  were 


for  myself  —  and   I  am  also  sure   every  j  to  proceed  to  enforce  the  production  of 

other  member  of  the  Committee  will  say  '  the  telegrams.     But,  after  all,  what  were 

it,  though  I  am  not  obliged  to  speak  for  |  the  telegrams,  and  were  we  so  very  sure 

them— that  I  heard  nothing,  I  was  told  I  that  they  would  be  worth  the  trouble  of 

nothing,   I   did  not  hear  of  anyone  else  |  enforcing  their  production,  when  we  got 

hearing  anything  or  being  told  anything.  !  them  ?     It  so  happened  that  we  had  an 

There  was  no  bargaining,  no  communion-  I  opportunity  of  testing  this  matter.     We 

tion,  or  underatanding,  or  arrangement  j  were  able  to  obtain  certain  telegrams  of 

from  beginning  to  end.      The  matter  was  '  an   exactly  similar  kind  to   the  refused 

a  perfectly  simple  one.     What  occurred    telegrams,  and  those  were  the  telegrams 

**as  simply  this.      These  telegrams  were !  known      as      the     Miss     Flora     Shaw 

demanded  of  Mr.  Hawksley,  and  he  re- ;  telegrams.      They    could    be    taken    as 

fused  to  produce  them,  not  because  of  any  |  a     fair     example     of     what    the    other 

lu» willingness  of  his  own,  but  because  he  .  telegrams   would    be.     When    the    Miss 

tad  not  received   the  authority   of   his  !  Flora  Shaw  telegrams  were  examined,  I 

Principal.     His  principal  at  the  Cape  re-  j  am  l>ound  to  say   they  did  not  contain 

hised  to  give   him  authority.     Let  the  ,  anything  —1    will     not    say    there    was 

House  consider  the  position  in  whieh  the  i  nothing  of  a  mysterious  and  odd  appear- 

^ommittee  found  itself.     It  was  getting  '  ance  in  them,  but  they  contained  nothing 

°n  towards  the  end  of  the  session.     We  j  which    was   not    capable   of    being    ex- 

nUght  have  reported  a  case  to  the  House,    plained  in  some  kind  of  satisfactory  way 


***  my  hon.  friend  the  Memlier  for  North- 
ampton thinks  we  ought  to  have  done  ; 
l»ut  then  there  would  have  l>een  a  little 
delay,  and   Mr.    Hawksley    would  have 


by  a  clever  witness.  There  was  nothing 
in  them  on  which  a  good  face  could  not  be 
put,  and  there  was  nothing  which  consti- 
tutedanythinglikeadirectcaseagainstany- 


Jnsen  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House.  I  one  connected  with  the  Imperial  company. 

Hie  usual  proceeding  would   have  been  j  That  being  so,  I  confess,  as  a  member  of  the 

gone  through — a  proceeding  which  is  not  i  Committee,    that  1    had     to  lialance    in 

always    very     dignified     or    very     sue- ;  my  mind  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 

ceasful,  and   which    in   this   case  would  '  tages,  and  1  thought  on  the  whole  —and 

h&ve     been      almost      farcial,      l>ecause  ,  1  still  think    -that  with  the  then  existing 

undoubtedly  Mr.  Hawksley  would  have  .  knowledge  we  were  perfectly  justified  in 

persevered    in  this  controversy,  and   all '  taking  the  course  we  did.     But  there  was 

>"«m  could  do  would  be  to  send  him  to  the  ;  something  more  than  the  telegrams,  and 

^'lock  Tower,  where  he  would  have  re- 1  to  that  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 

trained  until  the  end  of  the  session,  which  |  Northampton    has    referred ;    there    was 

wa*  not  distant.   That  punishment  of  Mr.  ,  the  examination  of  Mr.  Hawksley.     He 

Hawksley  would  not  have  been  great,  and  i  was  examined  as  to  a  series  of  commuui- 

}rfter  all  you  would  have  been  punishing  j  cations  which  he  had  with  the  Colonial 

the  wrong  man,  because  it  was  not  Mr.  ,  Office.     There,  again,  let  the  House  put 

Hawksley  but  Mr.  Rhodes  who  was  at  |  itself  in  the  position  of  the  members  of 

«olt    Then  it  was  said  that  we  should  ■  the  Committee.     We  had  heard  so  much 
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extraordinary  disclosures  that  were 
to  he.  made,  and  when  the  disclosures 
were  put  to  the  touch  they  were  generally 
found  to  he  of  very  small  value.  I  was 
not  then  so  well  aware  as  I  am  now  from 
things  which  have  come  out  since  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  transactions  and 
communications  that  might  have  fussed 
hetween  Mr.  Hawksley  and  the  Colonial 
Office.  If  I  were  asked  to  say  which  I 
thought  was  the  more  important  and  the 
more  likely  to  throw  light  on  the  events  of 
those  times,  I  should  give  the  preference  to 
the  letters  passing  hetween  Mr.  Hawksley 
.and  the  Colonial  Office  over  the  telegrams. 
1  do  not  think  that  the  puhlic  would  he 
in  the  least  enlightened  if  we  were  to  get 
access  to  the  latter.  But  a*  I  say,  we  had 
no  direct  knowledge  then  not  so  much 
as  now  -of  what  they  might  contain,  and 
in  the  meantime  we  had  to  proceed  with 
the  husiness  of  the  committee.  Mr. 
Hawksley  had  undoubtedly  flouted  the 
•Committee  and  flouted  Parliament,  and  it 
would  have  heen  rather  an  extraordinary 
thing  in  the  circumstances  to  have  recalled 
him,  and  to  have  proceeded  with  the  ex- 
amination of  this  contumacious  person  as 
if  nothing  hail  happened.  Those  were 
the  perfectly  simple  and  straightforward 
reasons  which  governed  the  Committee  in 
deciding  that  there  should  he  no  further 
examination  of  Mr.  Hawksley.  I  have 
stated  plainly  and  without  ambiguity 
what  I  recollect  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  ;  but  I  think  the  House  will  see 
that  matters  do  not  now  stand  exactly  as 
they    stood    then.     Let    me  say  at  once 

that  if  this  was  a  question  of  some  alleged  fomenting  a  revolution,  that  he  exhih 
misconduct  of  a  Minister  some  years  ago 
a  mere  breach  of  duty  on  his  jwirt  or  of 
his  Department  which  had  not  been 
adequately  looked  into  1  should  think 
it  hardly  worth  the  while  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  reopen  an  old  controversy  or  i  extraordinary  exculpation  of  Mr.  Rh<*l 


engendered  over  this  matter,  by  all  t-h  «  * 
circumstances   which    have    occurred,     jc_"x 
degree  of  suspicion  which   is   eniinentl.^v 
injurious  to  our  country  :  and  lam  houn^zrl 
to  say  that  if  anyone   has  reason  to  \>  «r 
surprised,  or  ground  to  complain,  that    .sri 
motion  of  this  kind  is  brought  forward,  ■   T. 
certainly   is   not    the  Colonial   Secretary —  , 
because    it    is   the    Colonial    Secretary"  a* 
strange  conduct  which  has  to  a  large  exteiR  "C 
encouraged  ami  fanned  the  very  feelin^jf 
of  suspicion  and  uneasiness  which  exist«- 
I  am  not  going  to  go  over  the  history  f>JF 
his  coining  to  the  House  ami  throwing  h£« 
ajgis  over  Mr.  Rhodes  after  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  condemning  Mr.  Rhode*""** 
conduct.     The  right  lion.  Gentleman  U  >- 
night  explained   that  he  merely  said  thr*t 
Mr.  Rhodes  had  done  nothing  inconsistent  T- 
with   the   conduct   of   a  man  of  honour, 
because  he  did  not  consider  him  guilty  c»f 
what  he  had  been  accused-  -namely,  sordini 
and  selfish  aims  and   purposes.     That     i* 
not  the  question,  and  that,  I  venture  t*» 
say,   is   not  the  question  with  which  tk~w 
right   hon.   Gentleman  was  dealing  wh«J.-» 
he  made  his  sjH'ech.    He  says  that  anwB-W 
who  enters    into    revolutionary  metho-^«k 
and  joins  a  conspiracy  must  he  expect  ^*d 
to  tell  falsehoods.     That  may  l>e  so;  ai^»d 
that  may  be,  as  far  as  it  goes,  an  cxciik— # 
in  the  cast;  of  a   private  individual.     BT~  »* 
this  is  not  the  case  of  a  private  ]>ersoii ;  itr"     ls 
the  case  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  acolor^M)'- 
of  a  public  servant  who  is  !>ound  to  do  fe     1js 
duty  to   those    with    whose  affairs  he  w 

charged  ;  and  it  is  towards  them,  and  ib^»(* 
towanls  the  cither  countrv  in  which  he         ,!i 

its 

falsehood     and   treachery.      Surely    t— -    °e 
right    hon.  Gentleman  never  intended  t0 

imply    that    conduct   such   as    that    tr*    ^^ 
consistent  with  even  a  decent  standard  '" 

honour.     And   can    we  wonder  that  t     — **ie 


an  old  quarrel.  But  this  is  a  much  more 
serious  matter.  It  is  not  the  conduct  of 
tin1  right  hon.  Gentleman  individually 
that  is  concerned.  It  is  the  estimate? 
formed  by  the  world  at  large,  and  by  our 
neighbours  in  South  Africa,  and  by  our 
own  jKJople,  of  the  character  of  British 
Ministers,  of  British  Governments,  of  the 
British  Parliament,  and  of  the  British 
people.  Undoubtedly  this  inquiry  was 
an  inconclusive  inquiry.  A  very  few 
■  d  :y*  after  it  had  ended  we  had  a  del  Kite 
in  this  House,  and  I  voted  with  my  hon. 
friends  near  me  for  an  Amendment  to  the 
etl'ect  that  we  regretted  the  inconclusive 
nature  of  the  inquiry.    Sir,  there  has  been 

Sir  IF.  (. \ '  in f Ml-  IU i  n nerinii  h . 


by  the  Colonial  Secretary  obliterated  t 
excul]>ation  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  ^ 
the    Committee,     and    left    doubts    a^ 
suspicions    as    to    the    relations  *  f    tV 
Colonial    Office    with  the  conspirators        ^,u 
South  Africa  worse  than  thev  were  !  C 


-  le* 

—he 

by 


an 
m 


we  wonder  that   it  made  the  Report  see  "*— **  . 
to  the  world  onlv  a  great  imposture  ai  ^  -*" 


great  imposture 
hypocrisy  ?  I  will  not  go  into  them,  bu-  . 
there  are  the  other  cases.  There  is  t\f  — 
fact  of  the  apj>oiiitment  of  Sir  Grahar  -Mrim 
Bower  after  the  Report.  The  right  hor 
Gentleman,  in  answer  to  a  questi<**"~: 
yesterday,  stated  that  Sir  Graham  Bowt-^ 
had  suffered  by  being  for  some  months  oi^"^ 
of  Her   Majesty's  service.     Yea,  just  U^^r 
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those  months   which  were   necessary   to 
allow  public  attention  to  divert  itself,  and 
to  allow  the  incident   to  drop  out  of  the 
public  mind.     When  everybody  had  their 
I  Kick  turned  Sir  Graham  Bower  was  re- 
w-sirded  for  the  conduct  he  had  followed 
\w\     regard    to   these   matters.     It  is   the 
rij^ht  hon.  Gentleman  who  by  his  subse- , 
qticut  action  has  given  permanence  and 
force  to  a  suspicion  that  might  well  have 
'liod  away,    thereby     causing     growing 
uneasiness  among  his  countrymen  and  the 
necessity  for  maintaining,  in  spite  of  these 
occurrences,  the  good  name  of  our  country. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  speech 
to-night  in   which  he  left  many  points  in 
that  most  remarkable  speech  of  my  hon. 
aiul  learned  friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Glamorgan    unanswered   and   untouched. 
He   was  vehement    in  his   speech,  but  I 
doubt  if  it   was  the  sort  of  speech,  how- 
ever natural    it    was  on  the  part  of  the 
right   hon.   Gentleman,  at  all    likely   to 
lessen   the   suspicion    that   exists.     That 
auch  a    suspicion   exists   throughout   the 
world  1  do  not  think   anyone  will  deny. 
We  talk   of  foreign    opinion.     [An  hon. 
Member    laughed/]      Some      Gentlemen 
laugh  at  foreign  opinion.     We  know  that 
■there  are  foreign  Governments  who  may 
he  swayed   by  their  own  interests  or  led 
-astray  by   the    necessities   of   diplomatic 
exigency.     There  is  the  press  of  foreign 
countries,  and    I  myself  attach  little  im- 
portance to  opinions  of  the  press,  which  may 
**e  actuated  by  all  sorts  of  motives.     But 
what  I  do  look  at  is  the  opinion  of  culti- 
vated,  intelligent,    educated  men,  and  1 
?*J\  without  fear  of  contradiction,    that 
Jji  the  opinion  of   such  men  throughout 
Europe  the  character  of  this  country  has 
n°t  come  quite  clean  out  of  transactions 
■^Unected  with  the  Jameson  raid.     There 
a*ay  l>e  those  who  do  not  like  to  think 
*"!«,  and  I  do  not  like  to  think  it  myself, 
>lU  I  know  it  is  true  that  an  ugly  twist 
flu»  been   given  b\T    it   to  feelings,  senti- 
*J**Ms,  and    prejudices  in  South    Africa. 
*  hat  a    relief     it     would    be    for     us 
z*\     wip«»    out    the    slur     on    our  good 
a*th -a    slur     which      rests    not     only 
V*      the      original      suspicion,     but     on 
yCi     idea     that      Parliament     has     not 
"il*«>gether  l>een  sincere  in  the  effort  to 
'^^rtain  a»d  disclose  the    whole  truth. 
^  hat  a  relief  would  it  be  to  show  to  the 
^"orld  what  it  does  not  now  believe,  that, 
.*c>vernment  and  people,  we  have  no  part 
l,J  the  iniquitous  folly  of  1895,  and  that, 
Government   and    people,  we    arc    alike 
^xious  and  determined  that  all  the  truth 


shall  be  known.  Why  are  not  the  full 
facts  made  known  I  In  whose  interest  is 
concealment  ?  That  is  the  test  wise 
people  will  apply.  (Jui  bono  ?  In  whose, 
interest  does  it  apply  that  there  should 
be  any  remnant  of  concealment  ?  It  you 
huddle  up  the  matter,  if  you  stand  on 
rules  of  Parliamentary  precedent,  and 
propriety,  you  increase  suspicion  in  the 
world  that  there  is  something  to  conceal. 
I  venture  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
Government  -yes,  after  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  which  I  can  per- 
fectly understand  him  making-  it  comes 
naturally  from  him-  but  surely  the 
Government  will  see  in  the  position  in 
which  we  find  ourselves,  in  the  interests  of 
goodwill  and  a  good  understanding  in 
South  Africa,  and  on  much  higher 
grounds,  in  the  interest  of  public  life  and 
of  the  public  name,  that  even  now  an  in- 
quiry into  the  matter  should  be  made. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  .1.  BALFont,  Manchester, 
E.):  The  Gentlemen  who  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House  have  addressed  them- 
selves to  the  question  now  l>efore  us  may, 
I  think,  be  divided  into  two  classes  — 
those  who  frankly  and  openly  come  for- 
ward and  say  they  think  the  work  of  the 
Committee  was  badly  performed  and  that 
it  did  not  give  the  veitlict  they  desired  : 
they  looked  to  it  to  condemn  my  right 
hon.  fr  end  near  me,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
Committee  failed  in  that  primary  duty 
the  verdict  must  be  revised  :  and,  on 
the  other  hand.  hon.  and  light 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  were  members  of 
that  Committee,  and  who  in  speaking  in 
this  House;  have  not  made  up  their  minds 
whether  they  are,  defendants  or  accusers, 
whether  they  are  threatened  with  an 
indictment  to  whfch  they  have  but  a  poor 
reply,  or  whether  they  are  themselves 
joining  in  the  attack  upon  my  right  hon. 
friend,  but  who  art*  prepared  apparently 
to  go  into  the  lobby  with  those  wh»>  in 
their  speeches  have  not  concealed  their 
contempt  for  the  procedure  pursued  bv 
those  right  hon.  Gentlemen  or  their  mis- 
trust of  the  motives  by  which  they  were 
actuated,  or  at  all  events  of  the  pro- 
cedure they  followed.  It  is  not  my  busi- 
ness to  defend  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee.  1  have  a  much  franker 
sympathy  with  the  party  attack  mad.'  bv 
hon.  Gentlemen  upon  my  right  hon. 
friend  ;  that  was  open,  it  was  perfect  lv 
candid,  there  was  no  concealment  about 
it.  They  meant  to  go  for  an  individual, 
and  they  went  for  him,  and  they  did   not 
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huddle  up  their  design  under  any  of  the 
excuses  which  have  figured  so  largely  in 
the  speeches  of  the  two  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men and  others  who  have  spoken  on  the 
other  side.  Let  me  deal  first,  in  the  ver,y 
few  moments  that  are  left  to  me,  very 
briefly  with  the  personal  attack  which  has 
l>een  made  on  my  right  hon.  friend.  I  am 
aware  that  that  personal  attack  has 
)>een  deliberately  repudiated  by  almost 
every  speaker  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  but  I  do  not  think  they  believed 
in  their  own  repudiation  ;  I  am  quite  sure 
the  House  did  not  believe  in  their  repu- 
diation, and  I  am  even  more  certain  that 
the  country  will  not  >>elieve  in  it.  I  will 
give  a  perfectly  conclusive  proof  of  the  fact 
that  that  repudiation  was,  after  ail, 
merely  a  rhetorical  artifice.  What  is  the 
motion  put  before  the  House  to-night  ? 
It  is  for  a  new  inquiry.  It  is  only,  there- 
fore, in  relation  to  a  new  inquiry  that 
any  argument  is  relevant.  And  yet  at 
least  half,  or  at  any  rate  a  very  large 
fraction,  of  the  speeches  both  of  the 
mover  and  the  seconder  and  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouth,  who 
followed  my  right  hon.  friend,  and  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  has  just 
silt  down,  was  devoted  to  a  speech  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Rhodes,  out  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
extract  by  any  ingenuity  any  ground  for 
a  new  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  raid.  My  right  hon.  friend  might 
have  been  guilty  of  all  that  is  said 
against  him  in  relation  to  that  speech — 
for  my  part  I  can  certainly  say  that  I  do 
not  associate  myself  with  those  charges 
— he  might  have  defended  a  man  in- 
capable of  defence,  he  might  have  used 
epithets  about  that  man  which  ought  not 
to  have  been  used — is  that  a  ground  for  a 
new  inquiry?  Is  a  Select  Committee 
again  to  be  appointed  by  this  House, 
is  that  Select  Committee  to  sit  for  six 
months,  is  it  to  examine  witness  after 
witness,  because  my  right  hon.  friend 
made  three  years  ago  a  speech,  not  replied 
to  at  the  time,  which  does  not  happen  to 
suit  the  rhetorical  palate  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  1  If  anything  would  show 
how  hollow  are  the  arguments  urged  for 
this  new  Committee,  if  any  argument 
were  required  to  show  that  a  personal 
motive,  and  a  personal  motive  alone,  lies 
at  the  root  of  this  attack,  it  would  l>e  the 
fact  that  so  much  of  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  has  been  devoted  to 
a  topic  which  by  universal  confession  can 
supply  no  motive  whatever  for  so  im- 
portant a  change  of  policy  as  a  retrial  by 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


this  House  of  a  subject  which  has  already 
been  tried  at  great  length  by  a  Com- 
mittee  of  extraordinary  importance,  and 
drawn  with  absolute  impartiality  from, 
both  sides  of  the  House. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  What  about  the  nominees, 
of  the  Chartered  Company  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  aALFOUR:  What  about 
the  nominees  of  the  Chartered  Company  ? 
Does  the  hon.  Member  realise  the  ordi- 
nary practice  which  regulates  the  forma- 
tion of  Committees  in  this  House  1  No 
doubt  there  were  gentlemen  on  that 
Committee  who  had  thoroughly  made  up 
their  minds  upon  One  side  of  the  subject. 
I  do  not  doubt  it.  Is  it  denied  that  there 
were  members  of  that  Committee  on  the 
other  side  who  had  notoriously,  publicly, 
openly,  in  their  own  papers  and  in  their 
own  speeches,  declared  their  opinion  upon 
the  other  side  ?  And  is  it  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's idea  of  fairness  that  to  constitute 
a  Committee  you  should  appoint  those 
only  who  have  declared  their  opinions 
on  one  side  and  exclude  absolutely 
those  who  have  declared  their  opinions  on 
the  other  side  1  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
On  neither  side.]  Quite  so  ;  a  very  good 
plan,  not  the  plan  commonly  adopted  by 
this  House,  but,  in  my  opinion,  a  very 
good  plan  and  the  plan  recommended  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. That  was  what  he  desired,  what 
he  recommended,  what  he  wished  to  see 
carried  into  effect ;  and  his  wish  was  only 
foiled  by  the  deliberate  desire,  which  I  do 
not  complain  of,  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Opposition  to  see  the  common  Parlia- 
mentary practice  carried  out  by  which  all 
the  interests  concerned  on  one  side  and 
on  the  other  are  equally  represented  on  a 
Committee  which  tries  them.  That  may 
be  a  bad  plan — I  think  in  this  case  it  was 
a  bad  plan — but  it  was  not  a  plan  for 
which  the  Government  were  responsible, 
and  it  was  not  a  plan  which  hon.  Gentle- 
men oppisite  can  criticise  us  for  not 
having  carried  into  effect.  I  do  not  inter- 
fere in  this  debate  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  because  I  did  not  belong  to 
the  Committee,  but  rather  to  give  my 
opinion,  because  it  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  House  should  not  start  so  serious 
a  precedent  as  that  which  we  are  now 
recommended  to  start  on  the  present 
occasion — by  which,  three  or  four  yean* 
after  a  case  is  thoroughly  thrashed  out 
[Several  Hon.  Members  :  No,  no  !]  On 
this  point  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
controversy.      I  will  withdraw  the  word 
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"  thoroughly  "  and  say,  after  a  ewe   has 
Ikhmi    discussed    for    six    months— in    a; 
Parliamentary  Committee,  after  the  Com- 
mittee has  reported,  and  after  the  Mem- 
bers lnjth   of    the    Government  and   the 
Opposition  have  agreed  to  the  Report  of 
that  Committee,   the  question  should  he 
re-tried.     We  have  often  had  discussions 
in   this  House  as  to  whether  you  should 
have  a  court   of  criminal  appeal  against 
a  verdict  of  guilty  ;  but  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  opposite  wants  to  start  a  court  of 
appeal   against   a    verdict    of    acquittal, 
hoping  against   hope,  that  whatever  the  \ 
verdict  may  Ihj  it  may  settle  a  controversy 
which  was  not  settled  by  an  equally  con- 
stituted Committee  three  yeai-s  ago.  \ 
Mn.  I).  A.  THOMAS  :  I  feci,  Sir,  I  am  j 
entitled  to  say  why  I  have  brought  for-  \ 
ward  this  motion  on  the  present  occasion,  i 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  entitled  to  make  another  speech. 
Does  the  hon.  Member  wish  to  correct  a 
misstatement  ? 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  Yes,  Sir.    I  have 
brought  forward  this  motion  now  because 
it  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  in  . 
the  ballot  to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.    A.    J.    BALFOUR:    I    have   no  f 
doubt  that  the  hon.   Member  has,  since  - 
1897,  l>een  assiduously  balloting  Tuesday  » 
after  Tuesday  in  order  to  find  an  oppor- 1 
timity  of  attacking  my  right  hon.  friend,  but 
I  am  afraid  success  has  come  to  him  too  ■ 
late.     I  was  not   referring  to  the  hon.  • 
Meml)er,  but  to  the  House  itself,  and  I  say  j 
that  for  this  House,  having  appointed  a 
Committee  with  the  consent  and  approval 
«rf  the  Opposition,   whose   general    pro- 
ceedings were  managed  by  the  Opposition, 
to  re-open  the  whole  question  now,  with 
the    same     machinery,     would     be     to 
make  our  whole  Parliamentary  procedure  ' 
a  farce.     My  right  hon.  friend  who  spoke 
last  but  one  said  that  he  was  disappointed 
with  the   procedure  of  the   Committee,  >■ 
Uit  when  some  hon.  Gentleman  or  right  l 
hon.  Gentleman  is  disappointed  with  the 
procedure  of  a  Committee  of  this  House 
are  we  to  go  through  the  whole  ceremony 
again — to  reappoint  the  Committee  and 
examine    witnesses    in    order    that    the  , 
disappointment     may    be    mitigated    or  ' 
removed  1      That  brings  me  to  the  real  , 
and  important  question,  which  is  whether  ] 
the     result     of     the     new    Committee, 
if  appointed,  would   have   the  excellent 
effect  sosanguinely  anticipated  by  right  hon.  ' 
and  hon. Gentlemen.  The  richt  hon.  Gentle- ; 
mm  the  Member  for  West  Monmouth  told 
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the  House  that  he  believed  every  word 
uttered  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject,  and 
that  he  had  no  suspicion  of  my  right  hon. 
friend's  conduct  in  connection  with  this 
affair-  -he  accepted  his  word  absolutely. 
His  solitary  desire  was  to  get  rid  of 
certain  misconceptions  which  had  fastened 
themselves  upon  the  mind  of  this  country, 
and  which  had  influenced  public  opinion 
and  the  press  abroad.  1  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who  followed 
him  in  the  same  line  have  paid  very  little 
attention  to  that  important  branch  of 
political  study  known  as  the  k%  natural 
history  of  a  lie."  If  you  start  a  calumny, 
and  if  it  is  sedulously  fostered  by  those 
who  are  interested  in  its  propagation,  do 
you  think  that  the  simple  machinery  of  a 
Parliamentary  Committee  is  going  to 
bring  it  to  an  end. 

Mn.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eition) :  Suppression  of  inquiry  will 
not  bring  it  to  an  end. 

Mi:.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No.  of  course 
not  ;  but  the  question  is  whether  another 
Committee  sitting  for  six  months  will 
bring  it  to  an  end.  A  Committee  sat  for 
six  months,  of  which  several  distinguished 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  mem- 
bers. They  had  the  fullest  opportunity 
of  cross-examining  the  witnesses  called 
before  the  Committee.  They  had  control 
of  the  whole  inquiry.  They  examined 
and  cross-examined  whom  they  liked. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  It  has  not 
killed  calumny  against  my  light  hon. 
friend.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  a  fresh 
inquiry  started  under  the  same  auspices, 
and  carried  on  with  the  same  machinery, 
would  have  a  more  favourable  effect  1 
There  was  the  fullest  machinery,  and  it 
did  not  result  in  the  suppression  of 
various  falsehoods.  Why  a  new  Com- 
mittee should  be  more  fortunate  in  its 
ultimate  result  I  am  unable  to  see.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  W'est  Monmouth 
say  this  is  a  question  of  European  im- 
portance ;  it  appears  Europe  at  large  is 
interested  in  it  ;  Europe  at  large  is  pant- 
ing for  the  truth  ;  Euiope  at  large  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  inquiry  which  sat 
for  six  months,  and  Europe  at  large 
would  be  satisfied  with  a  fresh  enquiry. 
We  in  this  country  have,  unfortunately, 
been  accustomed  to  our  statesmen  being 
misrepresented  by  ft. reign  opinion  and 
the  foreign  press,  but  this  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  heaid  it  suggested  that 
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the  English  House;  of  Commons,  in  order 
to  cleir  British  statesmen  in  the  eyes  of 
the  foreign  press,  should  appoint  such  a 
Committee  as  that  asked  for. 

Sin  H.  CAMPJMIJ-JUXXKKMAX: 
T.  do  not  know  whether  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman  is  referring  to  anything  1  said, 
but  1  pirticularly  said  that  I  did  not 
attach  any  importance  to  the  press. 

Mil.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  sub- 
stitute foivign  opinion  for  foreign  press, 
which      I      suppose-     represents     foreign 


opinion.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
desires  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  rehabilitate  British  statesmen 
iu  .  foreign  opinion.  I  think  we  may 
look  back  to  the  memory  of  English 
statesmen  who  were  perpetually  calumni- 
ated' abroad  as  a  sufficient  ground  for 
rejecting  Mich  a  course.  Pitt  and 
Palmerston  were  attacked  in  the  bitterest 
manner  abroad  :  no  calumny  was  too 
IVitter  to  urge  against  them,  but  I  never 
heard  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
this  Iioiw  suggested  in  older  that 
Continental  opinion  should  be  converted 
upon  the  subject  of  gentlemen  whose 
character  is  as  dear  to  us  as  the  character 
of  the  statesmen  of  Continental  countries 
are    to    them.       It    is    evident    this   is  a 


Abraham.  Wm.  (Cork.  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Khondda) 
Allan.  William  i(iateshead) 
Allison,  KoU»rt  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Ashton,  Thomas  (lair 
Asquith,  Kt.  Hon.  Herliert  H. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick.  W.) 
I <ai n bridge,  Emerson 
Harlow,  John  Emmott 
Kayley,  Thomas  ( I  >erl>yshire) 
Reaumont,  Went  worth  C.  It. 
P.illson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
P»olton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Kt.  1 1  on.  dames 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Kyburn 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
C 'aid well,  '.James 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmidiael.  Sir  T.  I.).  Cibson- 
Carvill,  Patrick! 4uo.  Hamilton 
Caustou,  Richard   Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
flianinng.  Francis 
t'lark,  Dr.  <I.  J  J. 
f/olville,  .John 
London,  Thomas  .Joseph 
(Tourtney,  Kt.  J  Ion.  J..  II. 
tfrcuii,  Eugene 
frilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-  ( Cardigan 
Jfoilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
J/,\  ./.  J.  1UU<»U\ 


personal  attack.     I  do  not  think  my  rig~^E*\a 
lion,  friend  need  have  anything  to  fear  frorr_z^om 
it.       Iu    my    opinion    those     who    ha  ^m  .save 
turned  this  weapon  against  him  have  m_«r  _«ius- 
understood   the   temper  of   the  people  -  of 

this  country.      If  there  is  anything  cal<_»  M  lcu- 
lated   to  turn   an  enemy   into  a  friend,       _  ^  to 
turn  a  cool  observer  into  an  ardent  sr .w  ^-sup- 
porter,  to  make  an  ardent  supporter  ev— ^~  -veil 
more  firm  in  his  adherence  to  any  Britr  ■-&  tish 
statesman,   it    is   the    feeling    that    thM*  ~ah&x 
statesman  is  being  unfairly  attacked,  tfci    ~hat 
his  political  enemies  are  taking  advant«r_s..irttge 
of  the  situation   to  stab  him  in  the  W.-«-_sicfc, 
If  f  have  a  good  wish  to  give  to  my  Hp^  Mght 
hon.  friend  in  the  course  of  his  politi^ir  ^zi^j 
career  it  is  that   he  may  many  times  hi' -a.  Mn\e 
such  opponents  as  on    the  present  oe^»c&i- 
sion,   that   he  may   have   many   times    .^s  f(l 
undergo  such  attacks  as  to-night.     Bil^k:  u  J 
can  assure   him    there  is   nothing  wh_ 
will   more  secure   his  position  in  the  e        vm 
of   his  friends,  followers,  and  supporfcirer* 
than     the    consciousness     that     he        Mm* 
been  made  the  victim  of  such  calumnf  ^>m 
assaults  as  he  has  been   made   the  vie  tfm 
of  on  the  present  occasion. 

Question  put. 
.     The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  lf>2  ;  Noes, 
lWi.     (Division  List  No.  29.) 
AYES. 


Donelan.  Captain  A. 
Doogan.  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn.  Sir  William 
Ellis.John  Edward 
Engledew,  Charles  .John 
Fari|iiharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Kenwiek,  Charles 
Ferguson.  ]{.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fitziiiaurice,  Lord  Ed  mond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
(dadstone.  Kt.  lion.  H.  John 
(loddard.  Daniel  Ford 
(iourley.  Sir  Edw.  Tcmpciley 
(liinloii.  Sir  Wm.  Krampton 
Haldane,  Kiehard  Bunion 
llammrt,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  (reorge 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Havne,  Kt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell.  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thcnnas  C.  II. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holland.  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hut-ton,  Alfred  E.  (Murley) 
Jones,  WilliaunCarnarvonsh.) 
Kay-Shuttleworth.Rt.HnSirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride.  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  Oeo.  Smyth 
Kit  son.  Sir  James 
Labouchere.  Henry 


bangley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Ciuiih'land) 

I  jceae,Sir  Joseph  F.  ( Accriiijjft011 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -Ocorpe,  David 

Lough.  Thomas 

Lo  wt  her,  Rt.Hn.Jauies(  Ken*) 

Lvell,  Sir  Leonard 

MaeDoniiell,Dr.MA((Jueen*;J 

MacNeill,  John  (ion  Ion  S%vi« 

M 'Arthur,  William  iCom**'*11 

M'Crne,  Ceorge 

M'Dermott,  Patrick 

M'Ewan,  William 

M'Chce.  Richard 

M'Kenna,  Keginald 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Mandeville,  J.  Francis  « 

Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechn.1*5; 

Morley,  Charles  ( Breeonshi  *Ti 

Morley,lU.Hn.John(Montr**V* 

Morton,  Edw.  J .  C. ( I tevonpCF*^ ' 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  WilliaT** 

Xussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny"  ^ 

O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal  t   » 

i  >'<  'onnor.  Jas.  ( Wicklow,  V*  - 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

Oldrovd,  Mark 

OM  alley.  William 

Pamcll,  John  Howard 

Pearson,  Sir  Wee ti nan  D. 

Pickere^ill.  Edward  Hare     ^^ 

Pilkinjrton,SiH;.A.(Lanc8S^  * 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Kobert  John 

Priestley,  Bricks  (Yorlw.) 

Randell,  DavSf 


Inquiry  into 

Harold  James 
i,  John  E.  (Waterf  d) 
1,  William  (Clare) 
'  Robert  Threshie 
on,  J.  (Durham,  S.  E.) 
John  Bryn  (Kition) 
John  H.  (Den highs.) 
J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
ms.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
harles  E.  (Stafford) 
( 'apt.  John(  Forfarsh.) 
amuel  (Flint) 
Arthur  Wellesley 
n,  William  Charles 


1ood,Capt.SirAlex.F. 
iin 

i,  Augustus  lly.  E. 
Hon.  George 
iir  William  Reynell 
?,  Edward  Mervyn 
Alfred 

*\>rster,  Hugh  O. 
ir  William 
n,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
lames  (Walworth) 
jhn  < Jeorge  Alexander  i 
.  Alfred 

Rt  Hii.A.J.(Maneh'r) 
'.  Frederick  <  ieorge 
Frederic  ( iorcll 
irFrancisT.  (Windsor 
George  C.  T. 
tHn  Sir  M.H. (Bristol) 
,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
ggree.  Sir  Nl.  M. 
uries 

n-Houston,  John 
,  Colonel  Henry 
I  ward 

1,  William  Roliert 
apt  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Albert 

..  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Alexander  H. 
William  Ernest 
Sir  Harry 
John  George 
William  Walter  j 

Rt.  Hon.  Edward  I 

sh,R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.)    I 
sh,Y.C.W.(Derbysh.)  j 
Sir  <  'harles  William     . 
elvn  (Hertford,  East)  ! 
>nf  Hugh  (( Ireenwich) 
r.  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
rlaiu,  J.  A. (Worcester)  i 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
rton,  Sjienccr 
Viscount 
ctavius  Leigh 
tenjamin  Louis 
,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Chas.  Edw.  H.Athole 
\  W.  R.  (Hereford)      ' 
A.Cameron(Glasgow)  i 
lis,  Fiennes  S.  W.        ; 
lodrell,Col.Edw.T.D.  , 
in  Edw.  Rain  bridge     ' 
LTiarle*  Alfred  ' 

.  Shenherd  (Bolton)      ! 
Son.  Henry  ' 

Viscount 

Je,  Sir  Charles  I 

Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham)    I 
to.  K.  D.  Wingfield- 


{20  February  1900} 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  J  amen  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donahl  (Westmeath 
Sullivan,  T.  I).  (Donegal,  W.) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen  Y*. 
Thomas, Alfred(Glamor£an,  E) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 

Walton,  JonnLawson(  Leeds,S) 
Warner,  ThomasCourtenayT. 
Wason,  Eugene 
1  Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 

NOES. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby,  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorrington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  AilwynEdwd. 
Fergusson,  Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Man. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert;  Rannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forater,  Henry  William 
Foster,  <  'olonel  ( Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,SirMichaci(Lond.  I'niv. 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,*  J.  Lloyd 
< ;ibbs,HonAGrt(<  'ity  of  Lond. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  .John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
(voschen,RtHn<  J  J  (St.Georgc's 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Rol>ert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
G  reen,  WalfordD(  Wednesbury 
Greene,  Henry  D. (Shrewsbury 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton, Rt.  Hon.  Lord!  Jeorge 
Han  bury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-  Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Edw.  Hrodie  (Hampstd 
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Williams,  JohnCarvell( No tts. 
Wilson, Charles  H.  (Hull) 
Wil  son,  Frederick  W .  ( N  orf  oik ) 
Wilson,  Henry  J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  ( Durham,  Mid. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhouse,SirJ  T(Huddersf  d 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fok  the  Ayes— Mr. 
D.  A.  Thomas  and  Sir 
John  Brunner. 


Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hohhouse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 

,  Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 

1  Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hublwird.  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  CaptG.W.Grice- 

•  Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
J  ebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 

,  Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jpssel,  Captain  Herl>ert  M. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenna\vay,Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 

;  Keswick,  William 

1  Kiuiber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirK.  Durning-(Corn 
l^awson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 

«  Lea,  Sir  Thomas  ( Londonderry 
Lecky,Rt.Hn.WilliamEdw.H 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 

;  Leigh  ton,  Stanley 

,  Llewelyn .SirDillwyn  (Swan.) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Ixmg,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 

i  Lonsdale,  John  Brown  lee 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 

'  Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 

;  Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney.  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
MacLver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M 'I  verSirLewis(  Edinburgh  W. 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Main  waringjln.  W.  F. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 

:  Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 

!  Milbank,  Sir  P.  ( \  John 

,  Mildmay,  Franc'v*  \\m^».w\ 

1  Milner,  Six  ¥ie&e\\c\v  VVeoqga 


(591)  .'hlj'M  fit  merit  of 

Mil  ward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monekt-ou,  Kdward  Philip 
Monk,  ( 'harles  James 
Montagu,lln.  J.Seott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Kdward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  K.  Jasper  ( Shropshire > 
Morgan,  Iln.  V.  iMonurthsli.) 
Morrell,  (ieor^e  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Geo. 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  <i.  (IhittM 
Murray,  V.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  W.  (1  Satin 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Xewdigulc,  Francis  Alexander 
Nieliolfoii,  William  Graham 
Xicol,  Donald  Xinian 
O'Neill,  Hon.   Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Kwing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Kbenezer 
Perm,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,  It.  (Lanes.  Newton 
Piatt  Higjri ii\  Frederick 
Plunkett,KtHnlIorarrCurzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell.  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman.  Krne-d  ileorge 
Pryce- Jones,  1  ,t .  -Col.   Kdward 
Purvis,  Koliert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cutbbert 
Kankin.  Sir  Janic* 
Uasch.  Major  Frederic  Carne 
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I'entoul,  .James  Alexander 
Kichardson.SirThos.i  Hartlep'l 
Ridley.  lit.  Hn.SirMatt.hewW. 
Ritchie.Rt.  Hn.Clias.Tlioinson 
Robertson,  Herb,  i Hackney) 
Robinson,  Urooke 
Itothschi'd.  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Hound,  .lame* 
Itoyds.  Clement  Molyneux 
l!u*sell,(ien.  F.S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford.  John 
Ryder,  John  Herliert   Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (j/mi»»li»iise) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Kdward  Albert 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.ColKdw.J. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Kdward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (R'nfr'w) 
Sidebotlunn.  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair.  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  AM  II.  (Christchuivh) 
Smith.  James  P.  iLanarksj 
Smith,  lion.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley.  KdwardlJ.  (Somerset) 
Stephen*.  Henry*  Charles 
Stewart,  SirM.'J.  M'Tajrjrart 
Stock,  .lames  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Heujaiiiiii 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlev 


th?  I[uti&\ 


TOO 


PCRLIC     PKTITloXS. 

Ordered,  that  a  Select  Coimnitt 
appointed,  to  whom  sh.ill  he  referr 
Petitions  presented  to  the  House, 
the  exception  of  such  as  relate  to  1'] 


Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
TallK)t,Ht.Hn.J.G.(Oxtdl'niv 
Thorburn,  Sir* Walter 
Tlu»rnton,  Perry  M. 
Tollemaehe,  Henry  .lames 
Tomlinsou,  W.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Csborne,  Thomas 
Yeniey,  Hon.  Kicbard  (Jreville 
Yineent,  Sir  Kdgar  (Kxeten 
Wanklyu,  James  Leslie 
AVard.  Hon.  Robert  A. i Crewe) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Piiehard  K 
WelbvXt.  -Col.  A.C.  K.  ilVnt'D 
Welby,  SirChas.  (i.K.iXott*.) 
Wentworth,  llruee  C.  Vernon 
Wharton, lit.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams.  Joseph  P.-  (liirm.) 
Willox,  Sir  dobn  AreliiUild 
Wilson-Todd.  W.  11.  (York*.) 
Wodt-houso,  lit.llii.K.I<.(Katli 
Wortley.  Kt.  Hon.C.  B.Stuart - 
Wyndbam.  < George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  !>' Arey 
Yerburgh,  Koliert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander^  I»erks,Ei) 
Younger.  William 

Tkli.ehs  fok  tiik  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


AND 


eaeh    Petition 


IIOCSE  OF   COMMONS  (K1TCHKX 
KEFKESHMEXT   KOOMS). 

Ordered,  that  a  Select  Committee  In* 
appointed  to  eoiitml  thean-angements  for 
the  Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms  in 
the  Department  of  the  Serjeant  at  Anns 
attending  this  House. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  do  con- 
sist of  seventeen  Members. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated of, -Mr.  James  Bailey,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Mr.  Richard  Cavendish,  Mr.  Thomas 
Cumin,  Mr.  Dalziel,  Sir  Horatio  Da  vies, 
Mr.  Duncomhe,  Major  General  GolcU- 
to  those,  .signatures  to  worthy,  Mr.  Jneoby,  Mr.  Kearley,  Mr. 
are  affixed  :  and  that  Lafoue,  Colonel  Lock  wood.  Mr.  Mai-dona. 
Mr.  Nicol,  Mr.  Pierpoint,  Mr.  1\  J.  Power, 
and  Mr.  William  Redmond. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  reeords. 

Ordered,  That  three  he  the  quorum.--- 
(Sir  initio  in.  H'atromt.) 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSOX  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth)  :  Might  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  the  Committee  intend  again 
this  session  to  bring  in  a  Bill  with  refe- 
rence to  the  sale  of  drink  in  this.  House  I 

Silt  WILLIAM  WALttOND  (Devon- 
shire, Tiverton) :  The  hon.  Member  had 
better  wait  until  the  Committee  meets. 


ee  be 
ed  all 
with 
rivate 
Bills  ;  and  that  such  Committee  do  classify 
and  prepare  abstracts  of  the  snnie,  in  such 
form  and  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them 
best  suited  to  convey  to  the  House  all 
requisite  information  respecting  their  con- 
tents, and  do  report  the  same  from  time 
to  time  to  the  House;  and  that  the 
reports  of  the  Committee  do  set  forth  the 
number  of  signatures  V 
only  in  respect 
which    addresse- 

such  Commitce  have  power  to  direct  the 
printing  in-  esfcn**  of  such  Petition*,  or  of 
such  parts  of  Petitions,  as  shall  appear  to 
require  it  ;  and  that  such  Committee  have 
power  to  report  their  opinion  and  obser- 
vations thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated of  :— Mr.  K.  Barry.  Mr.  Biddulph, 
Mr.  Brvmer,  Sir  Thomas  Carmichael, 
Colonel  Cotton-.Jodrell,  Sir  Charles  I>al- 
rvmple,  Colonel  Kenyon-Slaney.  Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis,  Sir  Henry  Meysey- 
Thompson,  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  W.  F.  I).  Smith,  Mr. 
Tollemaehe,  and  Mr.  Henry  .J.  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum.  - 
(Sir  milium  IJ\ilroin1.) 


Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

irednetdtuf,  214  February,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


BEDFORD  GAS  BILL. 

CHARING   CROSS  AND  STRAND  ELEC- 
TRICITY SUPPLY  BILL. 

COLONIAL  BANK  BILL. 

GRANTHAM  GAS  BILL. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

HARTLEPOOL  GAS  AND  WATER  BILL. 

LONDOX  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS   (No.  2) 
BILL. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
AND  CANAL  COMPANY  BILL: 

NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER  BILL. 

REDHILL  GAS  BILL. 

RUGELEY  GAS  BILL. 

ST.  ALBANS  WATER  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT  WATER  BILL. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

liead  a  second  time  and  committed. 

HAMILTON,    MOTHERWELL,    AND 
WISHAW  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

"  For  incoiporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Hamilton,  Motherwell,  and 
Wishaw  Tramways  Company ;  and  for 
other  pirposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to 
1m«  read  a  second  time. 

WELLINGBOROUGH     AND     DISTRICT 
TRAMROADS    BILL. 

"To  empower  the  British  Electric 
Traction  Company,  Limited,  to  construct 
tramroads  in  the  county  of  Northampton ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


AIKDKIE   AND  COATBRIDGE  TRAM- 
WAYS  BILL. 

Report  [20th  February]  from  the 
Select  Committee  On  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
John  Wilson  (Falkirk)  and  Mr.  Colville. 

VOL.LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


DEVONPORT  CORPORATION   BILL. 

Report  [20th  February]  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Kearley  and  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton. 

SHANNON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC 
POWER  BILL. 

Report  [20th  February]  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Harrington,  and  Mr. 
William  Johnston. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS  BILL 

Report  [20th  February]  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Henry  Forster  and  Mr.  James  Bailey. 


PETITIONS. 

CENSUS  (GREAT  BRITAIN)  BILL. 

Petition  of  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  for  alteration  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT   PROPERTY   (EX- 
EMPTION FROM  RATES). 

Petitions  from  Paddington,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED       PREMISES       (HOURS    OF 
SALE)    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh  and  Leith, 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES'    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hyde  ; 
Ham  ;  Old  Swindon  ;  Farnham ;  South 
Shields  ;  Ledbury  ;  Ilford ;  and  Staines 
(two)  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Shawcross 
Blackburn;  Morley  Main;  Allhallows 
Heanor ;  Loscoe ;  Tong ;  Churwell 
Furness  ;  Hroxtowe  ;  Hyde  ;  Darwen 
and  Woodside  Collieries;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PERSHAD,  MADHO. 
Petition  of  Madho  Pershad  for  redress 
of  grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
2  B 
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SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON  ,  NAVY    (STATEMENT    EXPLANATORY 
SUNDAY    BILL.  OF    ESTIMATES). 

Petition  from   Ipswich,   in  favour;  to  j      Copy  presented, — of  Statement  of  the 
lie  upon  the  Table.  J  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  explanatory 

of     the    Navy    Estimates,*   1900-1   [by 
SALE    OF     INTOXICATING     LIQUORS  I  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
TO    CHILDREN    BILL.  ■  

Petitions  in  favour,    from  Blackburn  ;  I  LUNACY    BOAKD   (SCOTLAND)    SALA- 
Colno  (four) ;  Chtheroe  ;  and  Rotherham  ;  |  HIES   AND   CLERKS   BILL. 

to  lie  upon  the  Table.  j      0rder  for  8ecoud  Keading  To-morrow, 

:  read,  and  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 
81  NDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOl'THSHIRE)  |  6      ' 

HILL-  ;    CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,   from  Newbridge  ;        Coil8idered  in  Committee, 
and  Aberearn  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

I  (In  the  Committee.) 

TOWN    COUNCIL     (SCOTLAND)     BILL.  ;  [Mp    (}rant  l^^  Yorkshire,  W.Km 

Petitions  m  favour,  from  Denny  ;  and  j  Thirsk,  in  the  Chair.] 

•Stewarton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  j      ( „ 

VACCINATION    ACTS,    1867    TO    1895.    !       Mr.    CRILLY    (Mayo,    N.)      moved, 

Petition  from  Blackburn,  for  alteration  I  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  projerww, 

of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  I  aIld  a«k  .leave  t0  «*  again,"  but  the  Chair- 

I  man   being   of  opinion    that  the  motion 

i  was  an  abuse  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 

\  declined  to  propose  the  Question  there- 
upon to  the  Committee. 

Question  put,    u  That   Clause    1   stand 


RETURNS,     REPORTS,     ETC. 


CONTEMPT     OF     COURT     (IRELAND)  i      2    f  the  ^«  , 
(PERSONS    COMMITTED).  j  r*™  or  ine  *»"• 

Return  (presented   19th  February)  to!      The  Committee  divided : —Ayea,  149=, 
l»e  printed.     [No.  67.]  [  Noes,  23.     (Division  List  No.  30.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F.  j 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden  | 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell      | 
Arrol,  Sir  William  | 

Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John  , 
Balfour  Jit.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r  ! 
Barne*,  Frederic  Gorell  j 

Barry,Sir  Francis  T.( Windsor)  . 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol  ; 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M.  ' 

Billson,  Alfred 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundeil,  Colonel  Henry  ' 

Bowles,  Capt.H.F.(Mi.idlesex)  I 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bui  lard,  Sir  Harry  J 

Caldwell,  James  | 

Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derhys.)  j 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East)  I 
C  ham  »»er  lain,  Rt  Hn  J  (Birin.) 
C  hamberlain,  J  Austen(  Worc'r  j 
4,naplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
(  helsea.  Viscount  | 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  ..t.  Hon.  Jesse  ! 

Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corl>ett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgo')  ' 
4 'otton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  1). 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount  ' 

Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 


AYES. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Doxiord,  Sir  William  T. 
Duncombe.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Einmott,  Alfred 
Falser,  George  Denison 
Farquharaon,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon  Ailwyn  E. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
({edge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
(Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Roliert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  C. 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 


Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex  > 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Willi*!** 
Kinloch,SirJdhn<  »eorgeSmytt» 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
ljawrence,SirE.Durning-(CoR* 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lie  welyn,SirDill  wyn-(Swaun  ) 
l^ockwood,  Lt.-Cof.  A.  R. 
Ixnler,  Gerald  Walter  Erslrine 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  ( Edinburgh^*.) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.(VorU> 
MeyseyThouipaon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Mil  bank,  Sir  PowlettChas.  J. 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  K.  J.  (Shropshire) 


re* 


Evicted  Tenants 


Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.  i 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  Hi  A.  (Deptfonl)  j 
\lnrr»ytKtHnA.(;mham(Bate  j 
Moray,  Col.  Wynd ham  (Bath  , 
Mvens  William  Henry  ! 

NicoL,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William    t 
if  Neill,  Hn.  Robert  Torrens    ; 
<9rr-Ewinjr,  Charles  Lindsey 
Parkes,  Kbenezer 
Phillpott*,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,R.(  Lane*., Newton)  ' 
Plnnkett,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Vryce- Jon**,  Lt.-Col.  Edward  | 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rankin,  Sir  James  . 

Hasch,  Major  Frederic  Came  ! 


{21  February  1900} 

Rentoul,  Jumes  Alexander 
Richard,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  J  /(Durham,  S.  K. ) 
RichardHon,tf  irThoft.  ( H  artlep'l 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  .John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehotise) 
Samuel,  J.  ( Stock ton-on-Teea) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson.Rt.  Hon.  Col.  Ed.  J. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Strachey,  Edward 
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Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt,-Col.A.C.E.(Tau'tn 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon. John  Lloyd 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh,N.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  HonE.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.R.Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Marnmduke  O'Arcy 

Tkllkrs  for  thk  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
An8truther. 


Atoaham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bury,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
BUke,  Edward 
|     Vandoa,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cwm,  Eugene 
Crillgr,  Daniel 

<*vnui,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dillon,  John 


NOES. 

Doogan,  P.  ( \ 
Engledew,  Charles  tlohn 
Karrell,  Jas.  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Farrell,  Thon.  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 
Flavin,  Michael  .Joseph 
Flynn,  .James  Christopher 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harden,  John  Patrick 
Macaleese,  Daniel 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  .J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tully,  Jasper 
Tellers   for  the    Noes— 

Mr.    Patrick    O'Rrien  ami 

Mr.  Kilbride. 


Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  amendment ;  to 
**  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)    RILL. 
[Second  Reaiuxo.J 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

MR.CREAN  (Queen's  County,  Ossory) : 
In  asking  the  House  to  read  this  Bill  a 
tteond  time  I  know  I  am  called  on  to 
produce  new  facts  to  show  why  the  House 
rfwold  deal  with  the  measure  differently 
i»r  from  the  way  in  which  it  dealt  with 
ft  on  the  last  occasion  when  it  was  con- 
adered.  I  believe  I  can  give  those  new 
&t«,  and  prove  conclusively  that  none  of 
the  reasons  assigned  for  rejecting  the  Hid 
1**  year  can  now  apply.  The  evicts 
tenants  in  Ireland,  so  long  as  any  of  them 
*«  alive,  will  be  to  the  members  of  the 
jwty  to  which  I  belong  always  a  question 
tf  turning  interest.  In  season  and  out  of 
*wim,  year  in  and  year  out,  whenever 
***  had  the  opportunity  we  have  brought 
their  case  before  the  House.  If  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  be  continued,  though  I 
hope  it  will  not,  I  can  promise  hon.  Mcm- 
l*w  that  while  we  may  not  be  in  this 
House,  whoever  shall  sit  on  these  benches 
■representing  the  Irish  nation,  so  burning 
*i  thin  question,  and  so  much  does  it  affect 


|  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large, 
.  they  will  be  compelled,  whether  they  will 
j  or   not,   to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House.     It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me 
to  say  that  we  here  are  deeply  interested 
i  in  this  measure,  and   it    is  our  bounden 
duty  to  press  it  on  the  Government,  and, 
'  if  possible,  secure  its  passing  into   law. 
;  Under  the  old  circumstances,  when  this 
Bill  was  brought  forward,  it  was  always 
i  asserted    by     its     opponents     that     the 
[  measure  was  one  to  relieve  the  responsi- 
bility   that   rested   on    the   shoulders   of 
|  myself  and   of   my    hon.    friends  around 
:  me.     Whether  that  charge  was  right   or 
|  wrong  there  is  no  use  now  in  discussing, 
|  but   there   is    use    in   dealing   with   the 
question  of  evictions,  and  I  hope  to  deal 
with  it  in  a  spirit  that  will  not  raise  in 
j  the  breasts  of  my  opponents  any  feeling 
other  than  that  of   sympathy    with    the 
men  who  are  the  present  victims.     The 
justice  or  injustice  of  any   cause  can  l>e 
vie ww I  from  two  sides ;    there  are   two 
sides   to   every    question.      In  this   par- 
ticular question  we  on  this  side  believe 
that  our  view  is  the  correct  one,  that  our 
case  is  the  just  and   right  case,  and  that 
therefore    the    grievance   should    be    re- 
dressed.    1    know   that    it   is   contended 
that   the  organisation  concerned  was  an 
illegal  one,  that  the  men  were  not  justified 
;  in  rebelling  against  the  oppression  under 
which    they    suffered.      Those   are    mere. 
2  B  2 
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assertions,  and  those  who  advance  them 
should  give  definite  proof  before  they  can 
he  accepted  as  facts.  Up  to  the  present 
no  such  proof  has  been  forthcoming.  It 
is  equally  necessary  for  us  to  prove  the 
justice  of  our  case,  if  we  wish  to  convince 
this  House  that  the  question  should  be 
dealt  with  as  we  desire.  I  )>elievc  it  is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  who  stated  that 
if  we  had  had  no  Land  League  we  would 
have  had  no  land  reform.  If  we  had 
had  no  plan  of  campaign  we  would  not 
have  had  the  seven  or  eight  Bills  passed 
since  1881,  not  by  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment, but  by  Governments  of  the  same 
views  as  the  one  at  present  in  office. 
They  have  had  to  pass  Bills  more  radical 
and  more  searching  in  their  effects  on  the 
land  question  than  were  ever  passed  by  a 
Liberal  Government.  It  is  the  Government 
now  in  office  who  passed  an  Act  breaking 
what  they  considered  to  be  the  sacred 
bond  of  leases,  breaking  the  agreements 
on  both  sides  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  It  was  this  particular  land  war, 
in  which  the  present  unfortunate  victims 
were  the  strongest  fighters,  that  succeeded 
in  wringing  from  this  House  such  refonns. 
This  in  itself  should  be  sufficient  proof  to 
convince  the  House  that  there  was  some 
justice  at  the  root  of  the  agitation.  You 
have  reduced  the  rents  by  25  per  cent.,  and 
often  by  more.  There  is  not  a  single 
tenant  in  Ireland  who  has  not  received 
some  reduction  of  his  rent  in  consequence 
of  the  Land  Acts  which  have  been  passed 
through  this  House,  mainly  in  conse- 
quence of  that  agitation.  So  long  as  the 
tenants  were  peaceable  and  contented,  so 
long  did  the  majority  of  the  landlords 
squeeze  out  the  last  cent  possible  in  rent, 
and  when  a  tenant  was  evicted  another 
was  obtained  to  take  his  place.  The  only 
men  who  could  hold  their  own  for  any 
length  of  time  were  those  who  had  rela- 
tives whom  they  could  send  to  the 
colonies  to  earn  money  which  was  remitted 
home  to  enrich  the  landlords.  That  is 
past  history,  and  I  do  not  raise  these 
points  in  any  contentious  spirit,  but  as  a 
conclusive  proof  that  the  land  war  was 
justified  by  the  exorbitant  rents.  The 
Bill  which  I  propose  for  second  reading 
to-day  is  simple  in  its  construction.  It 
does  not  introduce  much  novelty  into  the 
legislation  of  this  House.  The  first  clause 
is  the  famous  13th  Clause  of  the  Act  of 
1891,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1896. 
The   Act   of    1891    gave   six   months  in 

Mr.  Crcan. 


which  to  apply  to  the  Land  Commission, 
while    the    Act    of    189G    gave    twelve, 
and    this    Bill    has    adopted    the   latter 
period.     In  connection  with  that  there  is 
no  occasion  to  argue,  because  the  principle 
has  already  been  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  previous  measure,  and  I  .see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  In1  applied  now. 
The  second  clause  is  also  more    or   less 
non-con  tent-ions,     because    it     has    been 
embodied  in  many  Acts.      1   might   say 
that  though  many  of  our  Bills  dealing  with 
evicted  tenants  have  been  rejected,  one 
particular    Bill,   that   of   the   right   hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose  in 
1894,  did  £et  the  assent  of  this  House, 
but  was  defeated    in   another  place.     If 
that  Bill  had  been  allowed  to  pass  there 
would  have  been  very  little  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  this  question  to-day.     The* 
second   clause,  of    my    Bill    enables   the 
present   l^and  Commission  to  act  as  arbi- 
trators in  a  case  between    landlord  and 
tenant.       It  will   be   open   for   them  to. 
apply  either  jointly  or  separately  to  have? 
a  case  tried.     At  first  blush  this  woulci 
convey  to  the  House  that  this  was  a  com- 
pulsory clause,  and  that   it  wax  unfair  to 
the  landlord.     In  a  sense  it  is  compulsory, 
but   the    compulsion    rests    not    on   th*^ 
tenant,  not    on    the   landlordr  but  on    ** 
special    Commission    appointed    by   tH& 
Government  of   the  day.     The  Govern- 
ment will  not  say  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sion will  deal  unfairly  with  the  landlord*- 
We    have    always    contended    that  tb* 
majority  of   the   manlier*   of  the  L»n** 
Commission  were  rather  unfriendly  to  tHe 
tenants :  but,  notwithstanding  this  fac*» 
we  are   willing,    in  order    to  get  thei^ 
unfortunate  men  liaek  in  their  holding** 
to  allow  the  question  to  rest  in  the  harilj' 
of  the  Land  Comnussion.     Clauses  3  ar*<* 
4  really  deal  with   questions  of  money* 
We   do   not    appeal   to  the   Treasury— "~ 
we   should   have  no  right  in  our  Bill— ^ 
for  funds  directly  out  of  the  pockets  *>* 
the   British    taxpayers;    we  appeal  di^ 
tinctly  to  a  fund   which   is  particular!^ 
Irish.     I  notice  that  in   connection  wit^** 
this  fund  there  is  legislation  foreshadowed*' 
giving  a  certain   proportion  of  it  to  tl*-*5 
landlords.      If  the  Government  can  for^" 
shadow  legislation  giving  the  landlords     ^ 
certain  amount  of  money  out  of  this  foo^- 
as  compensation  for  losses  they  have  bo*^ 
tained  through  reductions  in  their  rent>^ 
I  think  we  are  equally  justified  in  append 
ing  to  the  fair  play  of  the  House  to  gi^"' 
the  evicted  tenants  a  chance  of  getti*^* 
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l»ek  on  fair   terms  into  their   holding**.  I  Evicted  Tenants  Restoration  Committee. 

Why  do  I  say  we  have  a  greater  claim  to    This    is    not   the   old    Exacted   Tenants 

«a  portion  of  this  fund  than  have  the  land-  J  Committee,  which  had  to  deal  simply  with 

lords  ?       It  would  be  very  hard  for  the  ;  the  maintenance  of   those    tenants   who 

Oovernment  to  prove  that  the  landloixls !  were   put    out    on    the    roadsides    with 

had  suffered  any  injustice  by  their  rents  !  no  visible  means  of    support.      So    long 

Wing  reduced  froman  impossible  standard.  |  as     the      question      remained      in      the 

If  the  old  rent  was  a  just  one,  manifestly  ;  political    arena,    with    the     fight    being 

the  Government  have  done  wrong  in  re- !  waged    around    it,   there   Mas    no  hope 

< hieing  it,  but  the  fact  that  by  the  action  of  j  of    a    final    settlement    in    this    House. 

this  Government,  which  is  a  Government  i  But  the  matter  has  been  taken  out  of  that 

friendly  to  the  landlords,  rents  were   re-  ,  arena.     Hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 

<lueed,  proves  without  further  argument  I  House  have   no  longer  the  responsibility 

that  those  rents  were  unjust,  and  the  re-    of  dealing  with   the    question   from  the 

Auctions  absolutely  necessary.  Therefore,  '  standpoint  of  a  final  settlement.     We  still 


no  injustice  was  done.     No  person  in  the 

universe  can  question  the  rise  and  fall  of 

markets.     A  man   may  gain  twenty  per 

<»nt.  on  certain  goods  to-day,  but  on  those 

name  goods,  if  he  held  over  till  to-morrow, 

lie  may  lose  twenty  per  cent.     It  is  so  in 

all  trading  communities,  and  I  do  not  see 

why  landlords  should  be  made  an  excej>- 

tionto  the   general'rule.     If  their   land 

twenty  years  ago  was  worth  twenty-five 

percent. more  than  it  is  to-<iay,  who  is  to 

blame    for    that  I       Legislation     has     a 

sit  deal  to  say  to  it,   because  it  gave 


assume  the  right,  and  we  claim  that  right, 
to  deal  with  these  wounded  soldiers  of  the 
land  war,  and  to  give  them  any  assistance 
in  our  power.  Hut  the,  question  before 
the  House  is  not  the  question  of  the  sup- 
port of  these  tenants,  but  the  question  of 
their  reinstatement.  The  committee  to 
which  I  have  referred  has  taken  charge  of 
this  matter,  and  succeeded  in  doing  some 
very  good  work  in  settling  some  of  the 
most  difficult  cases.  You  have  the  Pon- 
sonby  tenants,  the  Clangor v  tenants,  and 
^  the  Massarene  tenants  all  settled.     Is  it 

'ree  Trade  to  our  country  when  we  did  ;  too  much  to  ask,  when  reasonable  land- 
not  need  it  and  did  not  want  it.  Goods  ,  lords  are  dealing  with  this  question,  on 
were  then  imported  that  we  were  pre-  ,  the  application  and  on  the  gentle  pressure, 
viously  able  to  produce  and  sell  at  a  fair    of    gentlemen    like    Lord    Plunkct,    his 


pnce,  but  which  we  cannot  now  sell  at  a 
feir  price.  In  a  sense,  therefore,  the 
v*lueof  the  land  went  down.  On  whose 
Guilders  should  that  loss  fall  ?  Surely 
not  on  those  of  the  unfortunate  tenant. 
»i  past  times,  when  this  subject  was 
dealt  with  by  the  House,  recriminatory 
8peechcs  were  made  on  both  sides,  and 
Probably  there  were  causes  then  for 
tho«e  violent  speeches.  The  heat  of  the 
agitation  was  on,  but  since  then  things 
have  cooled  down.  The  reasons  for  not 
***pting  the  Bill  then  were  two-fold. 
™*t,  that  hon.  Members  here  were 
**king  to  shift  the  load  from  their 
°*n  shoulders  on  to  the  shoulders 
°*  the  Government ;  and,  secondly, 
*"*t  this  was  a  political  issue, 
•™i  ao  long  as  it  remained  a  political 
j*«e  it  could  only  be  dealt  with  by  the 
House  as  such.  It  is  no  longer  a  political 
^ue.  You  have  at  present  a  committee 
«tting  in  I>ublin  taken  from  the  ranks  of 
^1  sections  of  Irishmen,  political  and  non- 
P°litical.  You  have  a  right  hon.  Member 
Mtting  on  the  front  bench  opposite  a 
^tober  of  this  committee ;  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  South  Dublin  belongs  to  the? 


Eminence  Cardinal  Logue,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin,  that  the  Government  should 
assist  by  providing  a  means  whereby 
unreasonable  landlords  should  be  in- 
duced to  act  in  the  same  way  .' 
If  reasonable  landlords  have  considered 
it  time  to  heal  this  wound,  I  think  the. 
Government,  if  they  will  not  accept  this 
Bill,  should  at  least  do  something  them- 
selves to  compel  unreasonable  landlords 
like  Lord  Clanricarde  who  could  not 
get  a  single  hon.  Member  to  defend  him 
in  this  House  to  treat  with  their  evicted 
tenants.  Xo  hon.  Member  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  stand  up  in  this  House  to  defend 
Lord  Clanricarde's  treatment  of  his 
tenants,  and  why  should  not  the  Govern- 
ment employ  compulsion  against  such  a 
landlord  as  that  ?  Your  contention  is  that 
you  are  killing  Home  Rule  by  kindness. 
This  is  not  a  Home  Rule  question,  but 
if  you  try  to  kill  Home  Rule  by  giving 
relief  to  the  evicted  tenants  we  will 
not  object.  We  will  tight  you  still, 
but  we  do  not  want  to  make 
I  victims  such  as  the  evicted  tenants 
1  stepping  stones  to  Home    Rule.     We  are 
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capable  of  dealing  with  that  question  on  |  perfectly      well      aware       that       these 
its  merits,  and  it  is  only  on  its  merits  we  !  tenants  would  need  moire  money,  and  in 
ever  expect  to  pass  it  through  this  House,    last  year's  Bill  a  total  sum  of  .£250,000 
But  the  evicted  tenants  question  is  en-    was  proposed.     This  Bill   only  asks  for 
tirely  apart  from  Home  Kule.     While  we    £100,000,  and  for  two  reasons.    In  the 
were  walking  on  the  road  to  Home  Kule    first    plate   the   number   of    tenants   re- 
we    tried    to    obtain    benefits     for     the    instated     has    reduced     materially     the 
labourer  and  the  fanner  from  this  House.  ,  demand  on  the  amount,  and  secondly  the 
There  is  no  reason  why  a  party  of  Mem-  |  Evicted  Tenants  Committee,  on  which  all 
bers  should  not  advocate  a  dozen  different  ,-  shades  of  politics  are  represented,  will  be 
cases   at   the  same  time,  but  that  is  no  !  able  to-  supplement  the  grant  from  the 
reason  why  one  Bill  should  be  hinged  on    Irish   Church   Fund,   and  will    make  it 
to  another  from   which   it  differs.     We  j  possible  for  thv  tenants  to  go  back  under 
never  hinged  Home  Rule  on  the  Evicted    such  conditions  as  will    enable  them  to 
Tenants    Bill.      Hon.    Members   opposite  ;  work  their  farms  satisfactorily  as  regards, 
say  that  we  used  these  men  as  a  means  to  !  the  payment  of  rent  and  their  own  sup* 
an  end.     T  deny  that.     We  wish  to  sepa-  i  port.       The   subscribers   to   the   Evicted 
rate  them  entirely  from  all  other  political    Tenants  Fund  are  not  confined   to  any 
questions.  We  are  perfectly  well  aware  that  !  class  ;  they  inelude  landlords  as  well  as 
this   Bill    will  meet  the  fate  of   its   pre-    tenants.       I      noticed      in      yesterday's 
decessors.     We  propose  it  with  the  full  :  newspapers     that     a    meeting     in    sup- 
knowledge  that  if   it   is   not   favourably    port    of     the;    fund    was     held     in    the 
received  by  the  Government   it  will  be  ;  County   Kildare,   at   which  two    letters 
rejected.      The    (government    can    defy    were   read.      One   was    from    the-   high 
Irish  Members  both  on  this  side  and  the    sheriff  of  the  county,  enclosing  a  subscript 
other-  if   it   were    possible   to    combine  !  tion.     He  denounced  the  Plan  of  Cam— 
them.     All  we  ask  is  justice,  and  I  think  j  paign,  and  still  believes  it  to  have  been, 
your  own  acts  entitle  us  to  it  from  your  '  immoral,  and  he  stated  that  if  it  were  it* 
hands.     The   Liberal  Government  recog-  :  force  he  would   not  contribute  a  cent  to 
nised  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  justice  i  the  fund.     Another  landlord,  Mr.  Cooke- 
to  the  wounded  soldiers  of  the  land  war  j  Trench,  also  contributed  a  sum  of  £o  to- 
by the  Bill  of  1894,  and  even  the  present  I  the  county  fund,  although  he  had  already 
Government    brought    in    a    Bill    which    contributed  to  the  central  fund  in  Dublin 
gave  those  evicted  tenants  the  right,  not  '  for  general  purposes.      He  had  no  syna- 
however  without  the  sanction  of  the  land-    pathy  with  the  land  agitation.      I  wiH 
lord,    to  go  back.      Your    Bill  failed  in    quote  his  own  words 
getting  the  majority  of   those  men  l)ack       <>  i  ntreniumxly  opposed  the  conspiracy  aj 
in  their  holdings,  and  I  maintain  you  are    long  as  it  had  a  leg  to  stand  upon,  a-ndHwaW 
now  justified  in  going  a   step  further,  as    do  so  again,  but  there  is  no.  reason  when  tb» 
the  .landlords  have  k,  given  every  oppor- 1  ^JjJ.T.i'lUi^^RaS 
tumty  of  settling  this  question  themselves.    a  WOUnded  Boer  on  the  field  of  battle." 
The  question  is  not  settled.     Who  is  to 

blame?  Is  the  tenant?  I  hold  not,  He™  is  a  lettcr  from  Mr-  Greol*e 
because  every  evicted  tenant  is  most  Wolff»  the  ^^  sheriff  of  the  county- 
anxious  to  get  back  to  his  holding.  It  is  .<  j  think  everybody  must  nee  the  adva* 
not  the  reasonable  landlords,  because  tage  of  treating  this  long  open  wound  h>' 
thev  have  allowed  the  dead  past  to  burv  I  any  available  mean*,  more  especially  a*  the 
its  dead,  and  by  gentle  pressure  and  in  a  ;  '^icaUrena  "°W  ^^  removed  h°m 
reasonable   spirit    they    have    reinstated    1>0 1  1Ca 

their  evicted  tenants,  who  will  prove*  the  •  1  commend  these  two  Unionist  landlord* 
best  tenants  they  ever  had.  The  block  j  to  the  other  landlords  in  Ireland,  and  * 
in  the  way  is  the  unreasonable  landlord.  ,  hope  that  bygones  will  be  bygones,  a°<* 
The  Bill  which  I  propose  deals  with  that  the  dispute  will  be  settled  onee  for 
certain  grants  to  the  evicted  tenants  from  all.  1  hold  it  is  in  the  power  of  thi* 
the  Irish  Church  Fund.  It  provides  that  House  to  settle  it  now.  Indeed,  it  is  i*1 
a  sum  not  exceeding  £100  shall  be  given  j  duty  bound  to  do  so.  I  know  the  chanj^ 
to  each  reinstated  tenant  to  enable  him  j  has  been  made  over  and  over  ag**1* 
to  repair  his  house  if  it  is  dilapidated,  '  that  these  men  struck,  not  again** 
and  to  provide;  seed  and  other  j  exorbitant  rents,  not  because  they  wer** 
requisites  for  the  farm.  We  are  j  not  able  to  pay  their  rents,  but  because  the$^ 
Mr.  Crean.  ' 
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belonged  to  a  political  organisation.  Take  |  will  speak  for  him  will  not  prove  himself  the 
it  as  granted  they  did.  Take  the  trades  I  political  retrogrator  of  the  House.  I  trust 
unions    in     this    country.       Suppose    a    that  a  ray  of  sunshine  will  be  cast  on  this 


grievance  existed  in  a  particular  work 
shop  or  factory,  and  that  a  particular 
workman  was  victimised,  is  it  unusual  to 
see  all  the  men  walk  out  ?     Why  do  they 


particular  Bill  to-day,  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  accept  it,  that 
he  will  leave  some  impression  on  the 
House  and  on  the  unfortunate  tenants  out- 


do it .'  Because  one  man's  case  to-day  j  side  the  House,  that  there  are  some  germs 
may  be  another  man's  case  to-morrow.  J  of  generosity  and  sympathy  in  the  brain 
If  a  landlord  victimises  one  tenant  to-day,  ;  of  the  men  who  hold  the  reins  of  govern- 
he  may  victimise  another  to-morrow,  and  :  inent  in  their  hands.  I  know  it  is  only 
the  tenants  for  self-preservation  were  ,  with  the  goodwill  and  sanction  of  the 
Ixwnd  to  combine.    Most  of  these  tenants  j  present  Government  that  we  can  get  this 

Bill ;  but  if  it  should  not  pass  they  may 


were  willing  to  risk  their  ail,  and  left 
their  comfortable  farms,  although  they 
were  able  to  pay  their  rents,  in  order  to 
atand  by  their  less  fortunate  brothers 
who    were    evicted    because   they    were 


always  expect  that,  year  in  and  year  out, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  the  Irish 
Meml>er8  will  be  necessitated  to  bring  the 
case   of   the  evicted  tenants  before    the 


unable  to  pay  the  heavy  rents  asked  from  '  House  until  their  just  claims  are  satisfied. 

them.      I    hold   that   these   men  have  a  ■ 

stronger  case  for  reinstatement  than  the  j      Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

men  evicted  because  they  could  not  pay  |  ''  That   the   Bill   be   now  read  a  second 

the  rent  demanded  from  them.     It  was  a  \  time." — (Mr.  Crran.) 

wH-aacrificing  act,  animated  by  a  generous 


«prit,  that  self-same  spirit  which  the 
Wuvernment  are  now  trying  to  engender 
in  the  people  when  they  ask  for  volun- 
teer* for  South  Africa.  To  give  some 
idea  of  the  impossible  rents  demanded 
I  will  quote  from  a  local  Irish  newspaper 


Colonel  SAUNDEKSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  :  The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down  appears  to  think  that  opposition  to 
this  Bill  is  to  be  found  among  the  land 
lord  class  in  Ireland,  because  in  his  idea 
the  Bill  may  l>e  supposed  to  be  injurious 


fn  announcement  of  the  sale  of  his  interest  i  to  them.  I  do  not  see  how  this  Bill  in- 
fo hw  holding  by  one  of  these  planter  I  terferes  with  the  landlords.  From  the 
tenants.  The  rent  which  he  was  supposed  j  latter  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
10  pay  was  £4b  15s.,  and  the  notice  of  5  one  would  imagine  that  the  Bill  dealt -with 
**kijaid  that  there  had  been  a  voluntary  i  rent.  It  does  not  deal  with  rent;  it  specially 
*Wment  of  58  per  cent.  I  venture  to  i  deals  with  the  Irish  tenants,  and  not  with 
*}'  that  if  the  old  tenant  could  have  sue- I  the  Irish  landlords.  Anyone  reading 
<**ded  in  getting  an  abatement  of  58  per  i  the  Bill  must  be  struck  by  its  great 
«nt.  there  would  have  been  no  sale  of  j  extent.  Every  tenant,  according  to  the 
tnat  holding  to-day.  What  the  planter  I  Bill,  who  has  been  evicted  since  1879  to 
tenant  was  really  selling  was  the  interest :  the  present  day  is  to  have  the  power  of 
"f  the  evicted  tenant.  Are  the  Govern- ,  getting  himself  reinstated  in  his  holding, 
fowit  justified  in  allowing  such  transac-  ]  I  would  have  thought  that  the  hon. 
tjHia  as  that  ?  It  is  in  their  power,  and  j  Member  would  have  given  some  estimate 
their  power  only,  to  stop  them,  and  to  ;  of  the  number  of  tenants  who  had  been 
j**eaway  one  of  the  grievances  which  we  !  evicted  in  Ireland  since  1879,  in 
™*ve  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The;  i  order  that  the  House  might  have 
|WJV«niineiit  would  be  doing  one  of  those  |  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  and  scope 
'****  of  kindness  which  brought  them  into  !  of  the  Bill.  I  imagine  that  between 
P^er  in  the  present  Parliament,  and  bv  '  1879  and  1900  probably  30,000  or 
*foch  they  hoped  to  kill  Home  Rule.  Let  I  40,000  Irish  tenants  have  been  evicted 
^Government  do  us  this  one  of  these  And  during  these  twenty  years 
^jesses,  and  any  other  kindness  in  |  their  farms  have  been  filled  up  by  other 
addition.  We  will  gladly  accept  them,  and  •  tenants.  The  hon.  Member  says  that  he 
never  protest  against  them.  I  regret  very  j j  brought  in  this  Bill  with  the  idea  of 
mi*h  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  sake,  j  restoring  peace  to  Ireland.  I  oppose  it 
**  *ell  as  for  the  sake  of  the  Bill  which  I  ,  for  exactly  the  same  reason,  because  1 
J*  to  be  read  a  second  time,  that  the  |  believe  that  if  passed  it  would  do  any- 
j^  Secretary  is  not  in  his  place  to-day.  |  thing  but  conduce  to  the  peace  of  Ireland, 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  j  Let  the   House  imagine   for  a   moment 
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what  the  result  would  l>e  if  the  Bill  !  the  Gentlemen  who  forced  them  out  of 
passed  into  law.  At  a  very  moderate  !  their  farms.  The  hon.  Gentleman  does 
estimate  the  30,000  planter  tenants,  with  not  suggest  that  they  were  forced  out  of 
their  families,  numbering  in  all  180,000  their  farms  by  the  tyranny  of  their  land- 
men, women,  and  children,  would  have  a  !  lords, 
sword   of   Damocles   hanging  over  their 

head.     They  would  none  of  them  know  at        Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  do. 
what   moment   the   old   tenants  or  their 

heirs  or  representatives  might  suddenly  |      Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  The    hon. 
appear  from  America,  Australia,  and  the  |  Gentleman  would  assert  anything.     The 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  say  to  the  present  j  Plan  of  Campaign  started  in  1885,  and  the 
tenant,  "  I  guess  you  will  have  to  leave    rent  of  the  lands  from  which  the  tenants 
this  farm  ;  it  is  mine,  and  I  am  coming  '  were   evicted   was   settled    by   the   land 
in."     Do  you  think  there  would  be  peace  |  court.   In  the  majority  of  cases  the  tenants 
between   the   30,000   or   40,000  tenants  ;  had  not  to  leave  because  they  were  rack 
who    now    occupy    the    farms    and   the  .  rented  ;  their  evictions  were  in  the  main 
evicted    tenants    and     their     heirs    and  !  the  result   of  action  taken  for   political 
representatives?      To     evict     something    purposes  by   the  hon.   Member  for  East 
like      30,000     or     40,000     is     a     new  '  Mayo.    The  leaders  of  the   Plan  of  Cam- 
way     of     creating     peace     in     Ireland,  j  paign   movement  in  their   endeavour  to 
I  cannot  conceive  a  more  execrable   Bill,  j  get  rid  of  the  landlords  chose  an  estate 
Most  of  the  tenants  for  whom  the  hon.  I  where  they  thought  they  woidd  l>est  suc- 
Gentleman  speaks  were  evicted  because  j  ceed,  and  naturally  under  those  circum- 
they  would  not  pay  their  rent :  they  were  j  stances  looked  about  for  an  encunil>eral 
evicted  under  the  Plan  of  Campaign.     He  j  estate,  and  when  they  found  one  thought* 
now   proposes   that   they   should    be    re-  |  it  was  a  good  thing  to  bring  the  landlord 
instated  and  tenants  who  have  occupied  j  to  his  knees,  and,  having  got  rid  of  hiia  ^ 
the  farms  for  ten  or  eleven  years  should  |  get  rid  of  the  authority  of  Great  Britar** 
be  dispossessed  whether  they  like  or  not.  !  altogether.     Among  others  they  seleete*J 
In  order  to  do  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  j  the  Smith-Barry  estate,  the  Clanricanl** 
proposes  to  get   money   from   the    Irish  j  estate,  and  the  Ponsonby  estate.     Thevy 
Church.     It  is  a  most  remarkable  sugges-    had    two   plans    for    persuading  a  man 
tion  that  money  derived  from  the  spolia-    to      vacate      his       farm,      one      being 
tion  of  the  Protestant  Church  of  Ireland  !  to     advise     him     that     the      road    he 
should  be    devoted-  -  first  of  all   to  the  >  had    to   take   was  a   pleasant   one,   and 
eviction  of  Protestant  tenants-  -because  in  j  the   other,  that   if  he  did  not  take  the 
nearly  all  cases  the  evicted  tenants  have    way  he   was   told    he   must  look  out  for 
been   replaced   by    Protestants — and    to  '  squalls.     Agents  were  employed  to  per- 
replace  them  by  Roman  Catholic  tenants  j  suade   these  men,  and   the  Plan  of  C***1" 
who  were  evicted  because  they  refused  to  ;  paign  naturally   selected   the   men  they 
pay  rent.     So  far  as  the  Bill  is  concerned  j  thought  best   fitted   for   their  purposes- 
it  does   not   require  much   examination,  j  The  principal  man  so  employed  wa*  the 
It  is  called  by  two  names  :    in  the  first :  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  the  PI*11 
part  it  is  called  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill,  j  of  Campaign,   A\lr.    T.  P.   Gill.     He  w»* 
and  at  the  end  the  Irish  Land  Bill,  1900.  ;  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  thePl*11 
I  think  and  hope  it  will  share  the  fate  of  j  of  Campaign  when  the  hon.  Member  f°T 
many  others  of  a  like  kind  which  have  ,  East  Mayo  went  to  gaol, 
been  brought  l>efore  this   House.      The  I 


real  question  is  what  is  the  position  of 
the  tenants  who  excite  the  sympathy  of 


Mr.  DILLON  :  One  of  the  times. 


hoih  Gentlemen  opposite  I  have  no  dlu.in  one  of  the  time8  that  the  hl,n 
word  to  say  against  them,  because  j  Mcmber  went  to  gaoi  for  80mething  &l 
in  many  cases  they  left  their  farms  j  other  Mr  Gm  w*s  a  verv  importaii< 
under    compulsion.     But    the    result    is !  man  * 


that  year  after  year  measures  have  been 
brought  in  in  this  House  for  their  relief.        Mil  JOHN  REDMOND  (WaterfordJ 
The    House    of    Commons    is    not    the  j  On  a  point  of  order.      Is  it  in  order  fcfjl. 
authority  to  relieve  these  people.     The  |  the   hon.    Gentleman   to  make  an  atwr^ 
persons  who  ought  to  relieve  them  are  ,  upon  an  absent  man  simply  because  I* 
those  who  caused  their  ruin,  and  thoso  arc  |  has  received  an  appointment  ? 
Colond  Sti undersoil.  ' 
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*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Memher 
i»  entitled  incidentally  to  refer  to  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gill  in  these  transactions, 
in  referring  to  the  way  in  which  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  was  canned  out. 

.Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  was  asking 
whether  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
would  l>e  entitled  indirectly  to  make  an 
attack  on  his  appointment,  because,  if  so, 
we  surely  should  have  a  right  of  replying. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Of  course,  if  it  is  in 
order  for  one  it  is  in  order  for  another, 
hut  I  thought  1  had  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  he  in  order  in  pur- 
suing the  topic  except  so  far  as  it  related 
to  the  eviction  of  the  evicted  tenants. 

Mr.    JOHN    REDMOND:     Without 
bringing  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Gill. 

Colonkl  SAUNDERSON  :  It  is  im- 
possible to  mention  any  specific  case  on 
any  of  these  estates  without  hringing  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  Gill. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Why  do 
you  not  attack  the  man  from  the  front  ? 

Colonkl  SAUNDERSON:  He  was 
°ne  of  the  men  who  started  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  which  the  courts  of  justice 
ueclareu  to  be  a  criminal  conspiracy. 
Hon.  Meml>ers  opposite  do  not  agree 
*ith  that,  but  is  it  not  a  record  of  mean 
and  sordid  conduct  on  the  part  of  those 
*ho  were  at  the  head  of  the  movement  ? 
"hat  we  had  to  confront  ten  years  ago 
we  may  have  to  confront  again,  and  it  is 
therefore  most  important  that  the  House 
sndthe  country  should  be  reminded  of 
what  occurred  in  1886  and  1897.  I  warn 
Jhe  Chief  Secretary  that  he  may  carry 
hi»  policy  of  killing  Home  Rule  by  kind- 
"^  too  far,  if  he  allows  these  things  to 
K°  on  unchecked  and  does  not  put  them 
(«wn  with  a  strong  hand.  T  have  here 
^extract  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Gill,  in 
j*hich  he  said,  in  regard  to  Lord  Salis- 
,,urv's  veracity-  — 

*Mn  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
n?ht  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  deal 
Vl^h  the  mode  in  which  tenants  were 
ev,ct«l,  but  for  him  to  go  out  of  his  way 
^  discuss  the  general  conduct  of  Mr.  T. 
"  Gill,  and  the  speeches  he  made,  hardly 
^Hfc  to  he  relevant  to  the  Bill  before 
the  House. 

.Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  I  only 
^k  to  point  out  what  Mr.  Gill  did  and 


[  how  he  acted  in  close  alliance  with  the 

■  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  ;  and  how  he 

.  urged  the  tenants  to  keep  up  the  fight 

\  the   Plan    of    Campaign — valiantly.       In 

1889,  referring  to  the  approaching  general 

election,    he    said,    "  The    time    is    fast 

=  approaching      when      we      will      sweep 

those   miserable   wretches   from   power.,, 

He  f uither  told  his  audience  that  it  was 

patriotic  U*  allow  themselves  to  be  turned 

out.     The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 

used  other  means  of  persuasion  ;  he  did 

not  take  up  the  line  of  patriotism,  but  he 

declared  that  if  a  man  broke  down  in  the 

,  fight  he  would  proclaim  him  by  name  on 

every  platform.     That  was  the  threat  used 

should  a  tenant   refuse  to  go  out  under 

the  Plan  of  Canq>aign.     It  meant  that  a 

|  man's  life  would  be  made  unhappy,  that 

his  cattle  would  be  houghed,   his   ricks 

•  burned,  and  possibly  himself  injured,  and 

l  an  Irish  farmer  who  lived  in  a  thatched 

'  cottage  in  a  wild  district,  knowing  well 

the  nature  of  these  risks,  thought  it  better 

to  leave  his  holding  than  to  place  himself 

in  opposition  to  the  hon.  Member  for  East 

Mayo  and  his  friends.     On  a  celebrated 

|  occasion  the  hon.  Member  for  East   Mayo 

!  said  these  men  did  not  pay  their  rents,  not 

because  they  could  not,  but  because  he 

ordered  them  not  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  That  is  not  correct. 

Colonkl  SAUNDERSON:  The  hon. 
Member  said  they  did  not  pay  because  he 
told  them  not  to. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  say  that  is  not 
correct. 

.  Colonkl  SAUNDERSON:  The  hon. 
;  Member  said  there  were  instances  of  un- 
i  fortunate  men  being  put  out  of  the  farms 
on  which  they  had  lived  on  good  terms 
with  their  landlords.  He  said  they  could 
pay,  but  did  not  because  he  told  them 
not  to. 

j  Mr.  DILLON  :  I  do  not  object  to  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  quoting 

;  my  speeches  as  often  as  he  likes.     They 

i  are  very  good  speeches,  but  he  has  quoted 
this  ad    navjwatn.     What  I  did    say  was 

;  that  1  could  show  men  in  Ireland  who 
could    have   paid    their  rent,    but   wen? 

1  heroic  and  self-sacrificing,  and  refused  to 

,  pay    in    order   to    protect    their    poorer 

,  neighbours. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON:  There  is  a 
speech   made   by   the    hon.    Member   in 
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Kerry  in  1887,  in  which  he  declared  he  j  So  the  unfortunate  man  who  w  evicted  not 
could  point  to  men  who  avowed  they  only  has  to  camp  out  and  look  on  the  farm 
could  pay,  but  refusal  to  pay  because  '  at  which  he  used  to  live  so  happily  in 
they  were  in  the  Plan  of  Campaign.  days  gone  by,  but  he  is  also  turned  into 

w       imiAv      a-  •      a  sort  of  policeman  bv  the  hon.    Member 

Mr.  DILLON  :  \es,  my  memory  is  j  for  Mayorand  told  tmit  he  8nan  not  have 
perfectly  correct.  j  a  farthing  of  his  own  moncy  liack   luliess 

Colonel  SAUNDEU80N:  Yes,  and  |  ^undertakes  that  the  incoming  tenant 
the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  place  these  ,  18  boycotted.  In  other  words,  if  a  man 
men  back  in  their  holdings.  It  is  to  put  ™  -how  the  hon.  Member  for  r*st  Mayo 
on  the  estates  men  who  live  in  terror -of  '  that,  he  ***  ^lUed  a  ce^tain  amount  of 
the   hon.    Member,    who   may    at    aome  ;  cattle,  or  set  fire  to  a  roof-  - 

future  time  start  a  new  Plan  of  Campaign,  j      Mu    DILLON  (Mavo,    E.) :  I    submit 
I  think  it  is  very  unfair  that  Irish  land-  =  tjlat   tnat   i8   transgressing   the  rules  of 
lords  should  be  saddled  with  tenants  who  ,  delate  in  this  House, 
are  absolutely  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  ; 

hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.  I  do  not  j  *Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  right  hon. 
know  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  hon.  i  Gentleman  had  not  finished  his  sentence, 
Member,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  if  \  but,  so  far  as  he  has  gone,  he  certainly 
there  is  any  man  in  Ireland  whose  con-  ;  appears  to  be  going  beyond  the  rules  of 
science  ought  to  be  weighed  down  by  the  j  deflate. 

case  of  the  evicted  tenants  it  is  the  hon.  !  _       .  , 

Member  himself.    It  is  owing  to  him,  and  s      Colonel    SAU>DhK>»0^  :    I    with- 
not  to  the  Irish  landlords,  that  all  this  !  <i™w  th*  association  of  the  hon.   Member 
suffering   has   taken   place.     And   whv  ?  I  f°r    **«*    Mayo    with    it.     But   I  point 
In  order  to  carrv  out  a   political  move-  I  out    thttt    the»e    ^"^    were    <*    ver*v 
ment  of  which  he  hoped  to  1h3  the  lender.  '  constant  occurrence  on  boycotted ^  farms  -£ 
Hon.    Members    opposite    talk    of    Irish  i  »nd    here    we   have    the    hon.     Member- 
landlords   as   evictors,   but    I   venture?  to  !  *or  East   Mayo    saying    that   unless  th*^ 
say  there  is  not  an    Irish  landlord  who  I  form  was  boycotted  the   evicted  tenar*^ 
has  so  many  evictions  to  answer  for  as  the  I  nhould   not  be  paid.     Ihese  are  not  tbo 
hon.    Member    himself.       Irish    tenants  i  »<"*  of  tenants  we    want    to  have  »»clc 
were  persuaded  to  go  out  in  this  way.  !  aff"11-     ^Ve  do  not  WJJnt   to    have  men 
Firsttheywere  told  they  would  be  all  right,    wh<>    are    llahk*     to     ]>0     influenced  by 
as  the  money,  instead  of  falling  into  the  :  threats    to    take    a    course     which    we 
pockets  of  the  bloated  landlords,  would  be  !  believe  destructive  to  the  best  niterww 
placed  inthe  chest  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign.  !  of  Ireland.     Hon.  Members  opposite  *£ 
I  suppose  they  hoped  that  some  day  they  I  th«  HoU8C  t0  do  a  great  deal      \\hat  do 
would  get  the  benefit  of  the  money.    We  !  they  offer  in  return  ?     Do  they  offer  n» 
are     told     that    at    one  place    £70,000  !  peace  ?     Do  they  oner  us  loyalty  I    1» 
was   collected    by    the    hon.     Member's    they  make  any  offer  in    order  to  induce 
chancellor    of    the   exchequer-  -Mr.   Will  ;  the  House  of  Commons  to  an  act  of  greai 
the  largest   sum  ever  collected  in  the  '  generosity  t        When       the      expression 
course  of  a  year  or  two.     What  was  done  !  "  twenty  years  of  resolute  Government       ■ 
with  it  ?     The  landlords  never  had  it,  and  ,  was  first  used  thirteen  years  ago,  no  one 
I  do  not  think  the  tenants  got  it.     The  j  would   have   believed    that    to-day  in£ 
only  man  who  can  tell  us  is  Mr.  (Hll.   We    soldiers  would  show  the  way  to  EngU^ 
ought  to  have  some  account  of  how  these    *nd  Scotch  soldiers  in  South  Africa,  tn» 
sums  were  expended.     The  hon.  Member  ,  Irish  Militia  regiments  would  volunteer  *> 
for  East  Mayo  thoroughly  understood  how    g<>  to  the  front,  and  that  we  should  ha* 
to  work  Irish  tenants.     The  Plan  of  Cam-    m  lrela»<1  «f  peaceful  a  country  as  yoi 
paign  was   worked  out   thoroughly  well,    can  find  m  Europe. 

On  the  26th  November  the  hon.  Member        ^jR    CREAN  :  Some  of  them  are**1** 
made  a  speech  at   Ballyhaulnis,  in  which  ;  Qf  evj^e(]  tenants. 

he  said —  I  _ 

r    A.     ,      . ,  ,        !      Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)   - 
anyS T^nt^^  I  Beneficial  legislation  has  interval*. 

ISPS^^  !      ^lonei   SAUNDERSON :   I  done£ 

the  affirmative  we  refuse  the  aid.  j  understand  Scotch.     \\  o  have  this  peaces 

Colonel  Saunderson. 
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and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  maintain  it.     But  I  find  our  old  friend 
i*    started  again.     They   have   started  a 
new  plan  of  campaign  called  the  "  United 
Irish    League."     The     inducement    held 
•'Hit   to    the    people    to    join    it   is    the 
division    of    grass    farms     amongst    the 
smaller  farmers ;  and  the  method  adopted 
is  to  invite  the  holders  of  these  farms  to 
surrender  them  next  May,  irrespective  of 
their  own  wishes  and  convenience.   If  any- 
thing is  to  come  of  that  invitation,  it  must 
W  enforced  in  the  way  the  hon.  Member 
for    East    Mayo    so   thoroughly   under- 
stands.    In  a  speech  the  other  day  Major 
MOlynn   said   the  United  Irish  League 
would  unite  the  Irish  people  as  they  were 
in  the  days  of  the  grand  old  Land  League. 
Tho  House,  in  considering  this  Bill,  will 
Have  to  remember  that   at   the   present 
moment  hon.  Members  opposite  and  their 
friends  in    Ireland  are   starting   a    new 
agitation  exactly  on  the  old  lines.     Hon. 
Members  opposite  very  naturally  feel  that 
the  existence   of   these   evicted    tenants 
renders  it  infinitely  more  difficult  than  it 
otherwise  would  be  for  them  to  start  an 
agitation  of    this   kind.      Each    evicted 
tenant  is  a  warning  to  the  Irish  people  of 
the  folly  of  following  the  advice  of  hon. 
Members    opposite,    and     I     think    the ! 
starting  of  a  new  Plan  of  Campaign  will  j 
'*  difficult.      I  oppose   this  Bill,  and  I  j 
m°ve  « That   it    be   read    this   day  six  ' 
Months,"    because    I   believe    if    it    was ! 
I**ed  it  would  take  away  from  before  ', 
the  eyes  of  the  Irish  people  those  sign- ' 
Nte  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have  j 
**  up,  which  are  inscribed  in  letters  so  j 
arge  that  they  who  run  mav  read,  "  This  > 
"*da  to  ruin.71  *  | 

»R  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  X.) :  j 
'  desire  to   second   the  motion   for   the  [ 
ejection  of  the  Bill.     The  Plan  of  Cam-  ! 
Ngn    has     been     compared     to    trade  j 
'Zionism.     But   there  is  a  material  ctif-  J 
krence  between  the  two.     A  trade  union, 
J°  far  as  I  know,  is  an  association  of  men 
"»r  the  mutual  protection  of  their  trade, 
lheir  skill,  and  their  right  to  work.     But  j 
l  ■"  foment    that  trade   unionism   goes 
*7ond  that,  and  says  to  men,  "  You  may  j 
,Iot  *ork,  you  may  not  accept  any  wages,  , 
> 'mi  may  not  enter  into  employment,  you  i 
^y  not  sell  your  skill  and  labour  in  tho 
,K*t  market,"  it  becomes  a  failure.     The 
^ntial  quality  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
LH  to  say  to  a  man,  "We  will  not  allow  I 
^  to  discharge  the  very  initial  duties  ! 


that  society  demands,  and  we  will  prevent 
any  other  man  from  taking  the  property 
from  which  you  are  evicted."  The  man 
who  takes  such  a  farm  is  called  a 
"  grabber,"  and  is  boycotted.  He  is 
marked  out  for  the  special  attention  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  we  who  live  in 
Ireland  know,  unfortunately,  what  that 
special  attention  is.  I  want  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  In 
order  to  restore  an  evicted  tenant,  you  are 
obliged  to  commit  an  injustice  on  the  man 
who  has  taken  the  land.  Surely  the  House 
will  pause  before  it  will  do  such  a  thing. 
In  order  to  get  an  evicted  tenant  restored! 
to  his  holding  you  are  obliged  to  commit 
another  eviction — to  evict  a  man  who  for 
twenty  years  had  discharged  his  duty 
to  society  in  the  treatment  of  his  land 
and  the  payment  of  his  taxes  and  rent, 
and  in  all  that  belongs  to  a  good  citizen. 
You  are  called  upon  by  this  Bill  to  dis- 
lodge that  man,  although  in  the  time  he 
has  been  there  the  land  may  have  become 
as  dear  to  him  as  to  the  man  previously 
evicted.  You  are  face  to  face  with  the 
question  of  turning  out  a  good,  thrifty, 
honourable  man,  and  restoring  one  who 
has  failed  to  discharge  his  duty,  though 
admittedly  by  the  mover  of  the  Bill  he 
was  able  to  do  it.  I  draw  a  line  here 
between  the  two  classes  of  tenants- 
There  were  those  who  were  evicted 
because  they  were  not  able  to  pay  their 
rent.  You  will  find  that  at  all  times. 
One  merchant  may  take  a  concern  in  a 
street,  carry  on  his  business,  and  discharge 
all  his  obligations.  He  passes  away  and 
another  merchant  takes  the  same  concern, 
but  it  turns  out  a  hopeless  failure.  Is  it 
the  concern  or  the  tenant  that  is  at  fault  ? 
The  first  class  of  tenant  is  the  man  who 
was  unable  to  pay,  and  that  man  deserves 
our  most  earnest  sympathy.  I  will  not 
yield  to  anyone  in  my  sympathy  for  the 
tenants  who  are  unable  to  make  both 
ends  meet,  although  they  do  their  best- 
I  know  what  farming  is.  I  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  I  know  also  what  high  rents 
are,  and  I  suppose  if  I  could  get  this  Bill 
dated  back  another  thirty  years  I  could 
come  under  it  as  heir  to  an  evicted  tenant. 
As,  however,  it  only  goes  back  twenty -one 
yeai*s,  I  should  not  be  able  to  have  a  share 
in  the  plunder. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Move  an  Amendment. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT :  No.  I  rejoice 
to  see  the  land  from  which  I  was  evicted 
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improved.     I  go  and  look  at  it ;  1  look  at    of    Campaign   is  at  once  set  in   motion 
the  trees  upon  which  I  carved  my  name,    against  him.     It   was  declared  that  Mr. 


and  at  the  stones  on  the  land,  every  one 
of  which  I  knew,  but  I  do  not  grudge  the  ; 
man  his  success  in  carrying  it  on ;  I 
rejoice  in  that  success  and  bear  him  no 
malice.  But  then  there  is  the  second 
class,  who  are  to  have  a  statue  erected  to 
them,  the  noblest  of  the  noble,  those  who 


Smith-Barry  himself  was  not  to  blame  : 
there  was  no  fault  to  be  found  with  Mr. 
Smith-Barry  except  that  he  had  taken  the 
part  of  another  landlord,  and  for  that 
offence  he  must  suffer.  The  monument 
of  the  hon.  Members  in  connection  with 
that  Plan  of  Campaign  is  still  to  be  found 


could  pay  their  rent,  but  did  not,  because,  ,  in  Tipperary.     Business  men  were  turned 


as  the  hon.  Member  says,  their  poor 
neighbours  would  thereby  be  prejudiced, 
is  that  a  business  question  ?  Is  one  man 
in  a  street  to  dishonour  his  bills  at  the 
I  Kink  l>ecause  a  neighbour  in  whom  he  is 
<leeply  interested  is  likely  to  fail  and 
cannot  meet  his  1  I  know  what  the  state 
of  things  was.  Men  were  called  upon 
and  obliged  to  pay  their  rent  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  for  fear  of  a  tyranny 
worse  than  death.  If  they  did  pay  and 
discharged  their    obligations   they   were 


out  of  their  houses  if  they  did  not  join 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  ;  their  windows  were 
smashed ;  men  were  placed  at  the  doors 
to  prevent  people  entering  the  shop.  I 
know  what  boycotting  is.  In  business  I 
have  suffered  from  it.  I  know  what  it 
is  when  you  send  a  traveller  to  a  town ; 
you  have  a  messenger  sent  to  the  shop- 
keeper   to    say    they    are    not    to  buy 

anything  of  the  man.       Hon.   Memlxr^ 
succeeded  in  destroying  Tipperary.     [Arx 

Irish   Nationalist   Member:    No;  it 


marked  men  of  the  Land  League,  and  life  \  was   never    bettor    than  it   is  now.]        I 


was  scarcely  bearable.  But  the  strangest 
part  of  this  Bill  is  with  regard  to  the 
funds.  I  suppose  that  part  is  based  on 
the  principle  that  the  end  justifies  the 
means.  We  are  asked  to  take  from  the 
Church  Funds,  which  presumably  are 
•common  to  all  Ireland,  the  sum  of 
£100,000  and  apply  it  to  a  circumscribed 


visited  it  in  its  prime,  and  I  visited  it  In 
its  ruin.  I  speak  from  personal  obserrav- 
tion  when  1  say  they  succeeded  in 
destroying  Tipperary— [4t  No.!  r']-  one  of 
the  fairest  towns  in  one  of  the  best  dis- 
tricts in  Ireland.  The  men  in  the  town 
were  willing  to  discharge  their  obligation* 
and  to  pay  their  rent,  but  they  were  not 


party  in  order,  as  I  honestly  believe,  to  |  allowed  to  cany  on  their  business,  lx'ing 
relieve     hon.     Members    opposite,     who  ;  told  that  if  they  supplied  goods  to  any 
■conscientiously  feel  that  they  are  bound    nian  who  was  marked  by  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
to  keep  these  tenants  from  the  workhouse  :  paign,  woe  betide  them  !  Is  that  a  business 
•and    supply    them    with    bread.        The  j  view  to  take  ?     is  that   likely   to  make 
second  clause   of   this  Bill  enacts  that  a  :  Ireland  more  prosperous  i    So  far  as  the 
former  tenant  of   a  holding  may  within  I  prosperity  of  the  country  is  concerned*  a 
twelve   months  apply  in  the   prescribed  I  number  of  children  playing  in  the  street** 
manner    to     the   Land   Commission    to    would  not  be  guilty  of  such  folly.    Any 
.act  as  arbitrators.      The   Land   Commis-  i  man  can  pull  down  a  house,  but  it  tak*"* 
sion   deals   exclusively    with    the    ques-  '  a  skilled  man  to  build  it  up,  and  if  Iris5*1' 
tion   of    rent   as   between   landlord   and  j  men  and  Irish  patriots  would  exert  thcH1"^ 
tenant.  There  is  no  question  of  rent  here.  •  selves  to  build  up  in  Ireland  as  they  hav* 
We  should  clearly  keep  before  our  minds  j  exerted   themselves   to   pull   down  th«^ 
the  origin  of  this  agitation.     I  have  read  j  would  have  a  better  prospect  before  thei*** 
very  carefully  everything  that  was  uttered  j  With  regard  to  the  reinstatement  of  thr*^  1 
in  connection  with  the  Plan  of  Campaign  i  tenants,  Subsection    3   of  Clause  3  is   * 
on  the  Smith-Barry  estate.    What  was  the  •■  these  words — 


head    and   front   of    Mr.    Smith-Barry's  , 
offending  ?     It  was  that  he  found  an  old 
man,    beyond  the  allotted   span    of  life,  I 
being  trodden  upon  and  ground  down  by  j 
.an  institution,  with   nobody  to  help  him.  | 
It  was  right  for  tenants  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  combine,  but  it  was  unmitigated  j 
sin  and  rascality  for  two  landlords  to  do  J 
the   same,    and    when    Mr.    Smith-Barry 
comes  forward  and  says,  UI  make  com- 
mon cause  with  this  poor  man,"  the  Plan 

Sir  James  Haslett. 


44  Where  a  holding  is  in  possession  of  a  n*^/ 
tenant  or  other  occupier  when  the  order  r 
reinstatement  or  sale  is  made,  the  court  xo^^ 
award  to  such  new  tenant  or  occupier  su^- ^ 
sum,  if  any,  by  way  of  compensation  for  «1^^ 
turbance  as  seems  just  to  them,  and  such  «J-^ 
may  be  paid  out  of  the  money  of  the  Clrar*^ 
Fmid." 

And  with  regard  to  the  landlord  tlur^ 
may  award  him  a  sum  not  exceeding  tir"^ 
years  rent  against  all  costs,  all  expensed 
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and  all  losses.      The  landlord  may  have 
had  his   land  on  his   hands  for  twenty 
year*  because  of  boycotting  and  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  and  the  Land  League  ;  but 
all    he    is    to   get    is  two    years    rent, 
whereas   if   the   boycott  had  been  with- 
drawn he  could  have  let  his  land  in  the 
open  market  to  good  tenants,  and  had  his 
property  cultivated.      Just  a  word  with 
regard  to  the  general  bearing  of  this  Bill, 
and  this  I  force  home  on  the  minds  of 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
hon.   Member  who   moved   this   Second 
Heading  clearly   stated   that  these   men 
gave  up  their  farms,  went  on  the  way- 
sides, and  have  lived  in  tents  and  hovels 
for  the  last  twenty  years,   at  the  bidding 
of  the  Land  League,  at  the  l>ehest  of  hon. 
Members  opposite ;  that  they  have  done  it 
on  principle,  and  for  the  sake  of  a  prin- 
ciple- -namely,  that  they  should  carry  out 
the  views  of,  and  show  their  fealty  to,  the 
kind  League.     But  he  asks  this  House  of 
Commons  to  abrogate  all  its  rights  as  to 
principles,  and    to  condone  offences  com- 
mitted in  relation  to  principles  held  by 
h»>ii.  Members  opposite. 

AIr.  J.    P.   FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) : 
^  hat  about  the  war  in  South  Africa  ? 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT:  We  have 
tad  a  war  nearer  home.  When  it 
comes  to  a  debate  on  South  Africa 
\  shall  be  willing  to  take  my  share  in 
it,  hut  in  the  meantime  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  country  in  which  I  have 
lived  all  my  life,  and  of  circumstances 
*ith  which  I  am  thoroughly  acquainted. 
^  e  have  never  had  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
in  the  county  in  which  1  was  reared  ;  we 
never  had  the  necessity  for  it.  The 
tenants  have  agitated  for  land  reform. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  is  not  aware  that 
tta  first  effort  for  land  reform  was  by  a 
bounty  Down  man  before  the  hon. 
Member  was  born.  I  remember  it  per- 
fectly myself.  It  was  the  first  effort,  but 
*t  was  not  the  last.  All  of  us  enjoyed 
the  privileges  and  benefits,  but  we  never 
Hhot  our  landlords.  We  paid  our  rent, 
hut  we  left  our  soil,  and  the  place  that 
was  as  dear  to  us  as  life  itself — T  make  no 
wast  of  it — because  of  want  of  success. 
Ahat  was  not  the  fault  of  the  landlord. 
"  was  because  of  the  difficulties  with 
^rf  to  proximity  and  the  extreme 
pnce  of  labour.  Hon.  Members  ask  that 
their  principles  should  be  supreme  in  the 
™*we  of  Commons ;  that  we  should  over- 


ride every  principle  of  common  honesty 
in  the  discharge  of  common  obligations. 
I  do  not  wonder  that  these  poor  tenants 
look  anxiously  to  hon.  Gentlemen  who- 
have  put  them  on  the  waysides.  I  can 
understand  the  feeling  of  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate man,  within  sight  of  his  holding, 
seeing  his  children  almost  starving — not, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  because  of  his 
own  inability  to  fulfil  his  obligations,  but 
because  he  has  become  the  slave  and  the* 
tool  of  an  organisation  guided  and  sup- 
ported and  manned  by  hon.  Members 
opposite.  This  Bill  seeks  to  reinstate 
men  by  a  dishonest  means,  and  to  divert 
funds  from  an  object  for  which  they  were 
intended  to  an  object  for  which  they 
were  never  intended.  After  all,  these 
tenants  are  few  in  number.  I  believe 
that  at  present  *  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Ireland  there  are  not 
2,500  farms  vacant  out  of  600,000.  This 
Bill  seeks  to  drive  out  the  strugglin 
men  who  have  paid  their  rent,  am 
worked  night  and  day  to  discharge 
their  obligations,  in  order  to  reinstate 
men  who  have  failed  to  discharge 
those  obligations  by  becoming  the  children 
and  playthings  of  an  organisation  which 
is  distasteful  to  society  and  demoralising 
to  the  country. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now/  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  six  months.'" — {Colonel  Saunderson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  do  not 
think  I  would  have  intervened  in  this 
debate  had  it  not  been  for  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh.  The 
House  is  pretty  well  accustomed  to  the 
characteristic  speeches  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member,  and  as  a  rule  they  are 
redeemed  to  some  extent  by  little  flashes 
of  humour,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  paltry  and  rancorous  character  of  the 
speech  to-day  was  not  redeemed  by  any 
humour  at  all.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  commenced  with  a  piece  of 
buffoonery.  He  drew  an  imaginative 
picture  of  35,000  tenants  coming  from 
America  and  the  ends  of  the  earth  after 
twenty  years  absence  to  evict  the  tenants 
at  present  in  possession.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  knows  perfectly  well 
that    that     is    a  piece    of    unmitigated 
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rubbish.  The  last  speaker  admitted  that 
the  number  of  people  to  whom  this  Bill 
could  possibly  apply  is  very  limited.  The 
last  time  this  Bill  was  before  the  House 
the  number  wan  estimated  at  600,  and 
:since  then  the  number  has  considerably 
decreased.  What  was  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman's  next  performance  ? 
On  a  Wednesday  afternoon,  when  this 
land  war  is  for  the  moment  over, 
when  there  is  peace  in  the  country, 
.and  we  want  as  reasonable  and 
sensible  men  to  discuss  in  an  amicable 
spirit  a  proposal  of  this  kind,  he  intro- 
.duces  the  question  of  Catholic  and 
Protestant.  He  is  not  ashamed  to  come 
down  to  this  House  and  say  as  a  reason 
why  this  Bill  should  not  be  read  a  second 
time  that  the  men  who  would  be  turned 
■  out  are  Protestants  and  the  men  who 
would  be  put  in  are  Catholics.  I  do  not 
.know  whether  that  is  true  or  not ;  I  do 
not  believe  it  is ;  but,  whether  or  not,  is 
.it  not  a  contemptible  thing,  when  we 
.want  to  discuss  a  measure  of  this  kind  in 
a  business-like  way,  that  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  should  come  down  and 
try  to  introduce  the  old  word  "  bigotry," 
which  has  done  so  much  to  injure  Ireland 
in  the  past,  and  to  bring  discredit  and 
disgrace  upon  that  particular  corner  of 
the  country  which  he  represents  ?  He 
then  goes  back  over  speeches  of  the  last 
.fifteen  years,  and  he  takes  the  oppor- 
tunity of  delivering,  not  a  frontal  attack,  ; 
of  which  he  is  so  fond  of  talking,  but  an  j 
indirect,  paltry,  and  mean  attack  upon  an 
absent  man  who  has  been  appointed  to  an 
important  position  in  Ireland.  I  am  not 
going  to  defend  the  appointment  of  Mr.  , 
*Gill ;  it  would,  no  doubt,  l>e  out  of  order 
to  do  so  at  this  moment.  But  nobody  in  j 
the  House  misunderstood  what  the  right 
.hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was  at. 
Nobody  imagined  for  a  moment  that  he 
was  simply  giving  a  passing  and  incidental  ; 
.illustration  of  his  argument.  For  days  ; 
past  it  has  been  openly  boasted  that  the 
appointment  would  be  indirectly  attacked  , 
in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  i 
Member.  That  being  so,  1  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  to  say 
ju«t  two  sentences  upon  this  matter. 
The  appointment  in  question  has ; 
grown  out  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  last  year,  which  sprang  from  a 
united  movement  of  all  parties  in  Ireland, 
a  movement  called  the  Recess  Committee,  ' 
of  which  1  was  a  member,  and  of  which 
Irish    Members    of    all    sections   of    this 

Mr.  John  lledinowl. 


House   were    members.      Mr.   Gill    was 
honorary  secretary  to  that   Recess  Com- 
mittee,  and    every    Member   will  admit 
that  he  showed  in   the   discharge  of  his 
duties  an  extraordinary  grasp  of  his  sub- 
ject and  the  widest  possible  knowledge. 
I  belie  ve  that  to  him  is  very  largely  due 
the  successful  issue  of    that  committee. 
This    appointment   has    given    universal 
satisfaction  to  everybody  interested,  and 
if  an  appointment  of  this  kind  were  to  be 
indirectly  attacked   under   cover    of    an 
argument  against    the   Evicted    Tenant* 
Bill,  and  if  this  old  word  "  bigotry  "  and 
political  rancour  were  to  be  allowed  to 
influence  the  Government  in  an  appoint- 
ment  of   this   sort,  I,  for  one,  who  did 
everything  he  possibly  could  both  inside 
and  outside  this  House  to  promote  that 
Agricultural    Bill    of    last  year,    would 
despair  of  its  success,  and  I  tell  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  South  Dublin  that  if  this 
political  rancour  and  religious  bigotry  are 
allowed  by  him  to  influence  his  mind  in 
the  management  of  this   department  he 
may  say  good-bye  to  all  hope  of  success. 
I  will  say  no  more  on  this  point ;    it  is 
only  by  the   indulgence  of  the   House  I 
have  Ixhhi  permitted  to  say  so  much ;  but 
when  I  heard  a  mean  attack  made  upon  a 
man  who  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  who  I 
believe    is    the    best    qualified    man   in 
Ireland   for   the    position    to  which    he 
has  been  appointed,  I  coidd  not   refrain, 
from     saying     this     much     in     answer 
to   the    right    hon.  and   gallant  Gentle- 
man.    What  is  his  argument  against  this* 
Bill  ?   He  says  that  because  some  of  these 
tenants  went  out  in  consequence  of  tVie 
plan  of  ^campaign,  and  because  of  certs*  in 
speeches  which  he  quoted,  nothing  8ho*."»M 
be  done  for  these  men.     That  is  not  tin- 
position     of     the     Government.       Tfc*at 
cannot  be  the  position  of  the  Government* 
because   in   the   Land   Act   of    1891,       *n 
Clause  13,  the  Government  did  introd**c° 
a  proposal   intended    to    apply    to    I:*1** 
case  of  these   tenants.     This   Clause    1«*« 
which  was  enacted  in  the  Act  of  1891   ^a\ 
only  a  period  of  six  months,  was  renev*"c 
in  the  Act  of  1896  for  a  period  of  twelvt* 
months.    Therefore,  as  far  as  the  Govern' 
ment  is  concerned,  it  is  all  a  question  &* 
degree.     This  Bill  differs  from  Clause  1#- 
because  it  introduces  an  element  of  com- 
pulsion. The  argument  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  does  not  hold  good  for 
one  moment.     He  says  that  because  those 
tenants  were  plan   of  campaign  tenants 
nothing  must   be   done  for  them,  while 
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the  Government  in  the  past  have  taken  i 
the  position  that  something  ought  to  be  j 
done  to  enable  them  to  get  back  to  their  t 
holdings,   but   they   did   not  go   to   the  i 
length  to  which  we  go  in  this  Bill.     Very 
briefly  let  me  recall  the   House  from  the  j 
rehash  of  old  political  speeches,  and  from  i 
the  effort  to  rekindle  the  embers  of  reli- 1 
gious   bigotry   and   political   rancour    in 
Ireland,  to  what  this  Bill  really  provides. 
It    provides   that    where    one    of    these  | 
tenants,  or  the  landlord  and  one  of  these  i 
tenants,  apply  to  the  Land  Commission,  | 
the  Land  Commission  may,  after  institu- 1 
ting  such   inquiry   as   they   choose   and  ' 
upon     such     terms     as    they    may    de- 1 
eide,   restore  that    tenant   to    his    hold-  I 
ing.        There      is      the      element      of  i 
compulsion,  but  that  element  of  compul- 
sion is  vested  in  the  Land  Commission. 
FAeryone  who  knows  anything  about  the 
Land  Commission  must  admit  that  it  is  ' 
ridiculous   to    suppose    that    that    body 
would  exercise  that  power  in  an  arbitrary 
or  unjust  manner  against  the  landlords, 
and  surely  the  Government  will  not  take 
up  the  position  of  saving  they  are  afraid 
to  place  this  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commission.     The  Bill  does  not  give  the 
tenant  power  to  compel  the  landlord  to 
^instate  him  ;  it  only  gives  him  power 
apply  to   a  State  tribunal   appointed 
the    Government,    and    this    State 
trihnnal  may,  if  it  thinks  the  case  a  just 
<>ne  and  upon  terms  which  are  fair,  re- 
!,i«tate  the  tenant.     Is  not  that  a  reason- 
aMe  thing !     Does  it  not  commend  itself 
*°  any  man  who  desires  to  see  the  whole 
I**  this  question  settled  once  and  for  all  ? 
**m*  other  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  not 
^•nipulsory  at  all ;  they  are  to  enable  the 
*-**nd  Commission  to  act  between  land- 
*>**!    and     tenant    and     to     carry    out 
*^e    purchase    from     the     landlord     by 
JJ(    tenant.       I    can    understand     that 
■*ere  may  l>e  cases  in  which  a  landlord 
~~«"mld  not  like  to  have  forced  upon  him 
Quants  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in 
^J*  e  Plan  of  Campaign  years  ago,  and  this 
***U  provides  for  a  settlement  on  fair  and 
^^^wnable  terms,  or  for  purchase  if  desired, 
"^t  the  present  time  landlords  might  be 
Muite  willing  to  sell  their  farms  to  evicted 
Quanta,  and  the  tenants  might  be  willing 
y*  hiy  them,  if  the  provisions  of  your 
*^*nd  Purchase  Acts  provided  for  such  a 
^i  and  all  this  Bill  asks  is  that  where 
*ne  landlord  and  tenant  agree  about  the 
Purchase  of  a  farm,  the  Land  Commission 
*°*y  he  allowed  to  apply  the  provisions  of 
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those  Acts  to  it.  Is  it  not  ridiculous  to 
hear  the  exaggerated  accounts  given  of 
this  Bill  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  who  moved  this  Amendment 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded  it  ?  If 
the  Land  Commission  ordered,  after  proper 
inquiry,  the  restoration  of  an  evicted 
tenant  laick  to  his  holding,  it  is  manifest 
to  cverylxxly  that  that  tenant  Mould  be 
unable,  owing  to  dilapidations  and  want  of 
stock,  to  have  a  fair  chance  of  starting 
again  without  assistance.  It  is  proposed 
under  this  Bill  that  a  contribution  may 
l>e  given  in  the  way  of  a  small  grant 
towards  starting  that  man  in  life  again. 
These  are  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
ask,  do  they  justify  the  extraordinary 
language  we  have  heard  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House  (  It  will  be  lamentable 
if,  after  all  the  echoes  of  that  time 
of  stress,  storm,  and  difficulty  in  Ire- 
land have  died  away,  the  motives  which 
animated  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber opposite  should  be  allowed  to  stand 
Iwtween  the  Government  and  the  restora- 
tion of  these  few  evicted  tenants  l>ack  to 
their  homes.  Ireland,  it  is  true,  is  in  a 
peaceful  state  at  this  moment,  but  is  that 
a  reason  for  refusing  this  concession  I 
We  are  so  accustomed  to  be  met  with 
arguments  drawn  from  two  opposite  sets 
of  circumstances  that  we  really  find  it 
difficult  which  to  deal  with  in  this  House. 
If  Ireland  is  in  a  state  of  revolution  we  are 
told  no  measure  must  be  passed  for  our 
country.  If  Ireland  is  peaceful  we  an* 
told  that  a  concession  might  lead  to  a 
recrudescence  of  violence.  I  hope  the 
House  will  be  wise  enough  to  take  some 
action  in  this  matter.  My  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  Bill  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  so  completely  have  those  feelings 
of  political  and  religious  rancour  which 
the  hon  and  gallant  Member  tried  to 
revive  here*  to-day  disappeared,  that 
then*  is  at  this  moment  a  committee 
consisting  of  landlords  and  friends  of  the 
tenants,  and  amongst  others  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin,  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavouring to  put  an  end  to  this  sort  of 
thing.  That  committee  is  a  powerful 
and  influential  one,  and  already  it  has 
done  some  good :  but  I  confess,  con- 
sidering the  monetary  demands  which 
will  be  made  upon  that  committee, 
I  think  myself  that  it  will  be 
impossible,  unaided,  for  it  to  bring  this 
question  to  a  close,  and  I  do  think  it 
would    be   a    most    lamentable    thing    if, 
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when  men  in  Ireland  of  different  sections, 
different  creeds,  and  different  parties  have 
conic  together  to  attempt  to  close  this 
sore,  the  House  were  to  refuse  its  assis- 
tance, and  shut  the  door  in  the  face  of 
any  effort  to  restore  the  evicted  tenants. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, who  will  no  doubt  reply  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  for  a  sympathetic 
reply.  Probably  he  may  take  up  the 
course  which  was  taken  last  year,  and  say 
the  Government  caiuiot  pass  it  as  it 
stands.  Is  there  anything  that  the 
Government  can  do  to  assist  this  commit- 
tee in  facilitating  the  restoration  of  these 
tenants  to  their  homes  ?  It  is  not  enough 
for  the  Government  to  take  up  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  and  say  it  is  defective  and  will 
not  work  well,  and  pick  holes  in  it  here 
and  there.  Their  duty  is  something 
more.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  these 
tenants  behaved  badly  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ago.  The  Government  are  responsible  for 
the  peace,  well-being,  and  prosperity  of 
Ireland,  and  I  say  it  is  their  duty,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  put  l>efore  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  country  some 
intelligible  plan  to  assist  in  bringing 
about  a  state  of  things  which  they 
cannot  deny  is  most  desirable.  I  ask 
from  the  Government  a  sympathetic  re- 
ply, and  I  cannot  conceive  of  them  taking 
ii]>  an  absolute  non  jHmumus.  I  wish 
their  decision  were  left  solely  in  the 
hands  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Dublin  ;  if  it  were  I 
am  quite  sure  we  should  get  a 
sympathetic  answer.  Possibly  if  it  were 
left  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  we  might 
get  a  sympathetic  answer,  but  we  ask 
those  Gentlemen  responsible  to  realise 
their  responsibilities  and  not  allow  out- 
side influences  to  induce  them  to  give  us 
an  unsympathetic  answer.  Much  of  the 
continued  growth  of  good  feeling  between 
the  different  classes  in  Ireland  depends 
uj)on  it.  Your  Agricultural  Board  is 
starting  its  operations  under  favourable 
circumstances,  and  it  is  a  department 
where  the  control  is  largely  in  the  hands  of 
men  elected  by  the  people.  Under  those 
circumstances,  you  will  facilitate  your  work 
of  government  enormously  in  Ireland  if, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  work  of  this 
new  department,  you  are  able  to  show  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  that  you  can,  on 
this  evicted  tenants  question,  take  up  a 
sympathetic  and  reasonable  attitude ;  and 
if  you  do  so  I  believe  you  will  reap  the 
Mr.  John  Redmond. 


i  benefit  in  the  immediate  future.  I  trust 
j  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Bill 

will  be  allowed  to  pass  its  Second 
I  Reading  at  any  rate  to-day,  and  if  the 
•  Government  would  allow  its  Second 
i  Reading  to  be  passed  it  could  be  sent  to 
!  a   Committee,    which  might   mould   the 

different  clauses  so  as  to  suit  the  wishes 
|  and  views  of  the  Government.  The  least 
!  we  may  ask  is  that  the  Second  Reading 

may  be  allowed  to  piss,  and  1  think  those 
:  attempts  to  revive  the  dying  embers  of 
J  hatred  in  Ireland  will  be  entirely  dis- 
j  regarded  by  every  fair-minded  man  on 
I  both  sides  of  the  House. 

|      Mr.     J.    P.    FARRKLL  :    I    rise,  I 
!  must    confess,   with    a    feeling    of    con- 
i  siderable  diffidence  after  the  able  speech 
'  of    the   hon.    and  learned  Member  who 
leads   the   Irish   party,   to    support    the 
motion  for  the   Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill.     That  diffidence  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  has  in 
my  opinion  so  forcibly  stated  the  Irish  case 
and   has  given  withal  so  temperately  the 
arguments  in   favour  of   this  Bill,  that 
really  very  little  more  is  necessary  to  1» 
said  on  this  side  of  the  House.     We  have 
had  two  speeches  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House  in  opposition  to  this  Bill.    I 
am  sorry  neither  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
is  in  his  place,  because  I  intend  to  allude 
to  their  speeches,  and  1  always  wish  on 
:  such    occasions    that    the    hon.    Gentle- 
j  men  to  whose  speeches  1  intend  to  allude 
'  were  present.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh 
was,  in  my  opiinon,  devoted  not  so  much 
to  an  attack  on  this  Bill,  or  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill,  as  to  an  attack  on  the 
Government  for  having  made  an  appoint- 
ment  of  which  he   disapproves.     In  dis- 
putes of  that  sort  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  their   supporters  it  is  not,  of 
course,  for  us  Nationalists  to  interfere.    1 
suppose  they  are  very  well  able  to  settle 
their  own  differences,  but  I  would  point 
out  to  the  House  that  in  attacking  the 
Government     in     this     stab-in-the-back 
fashion  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man has  contributed  to  the  debate  a  speech 
couched  in  the  very  worst  spirit  of  bigotry 
and  intolerance,  and  actuated  with  a  desire 
to  fan   into   flame   those  passions  which 
unfortunately  were  so  much  in  evidence 
in  years  gone  by. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Mr.  DONAfc 
Sullivan,      Westmeath,      S.).     House 
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counted,  and  forty  Members  l>eing  found 
present, 


evicted,  and  for  whose  reinstatement  this 

Bill    provides.       I      must      confess      it 

:  seems     to     me    a     most    extraordinary 

J.  P.  FARRELL  (continuing) :  I ,  way  of  showing  sympathy  with  suffering 

that    even     the   expedient   of    a !  people    that    when   a    Bill  of    a  simple 

count  has    not  produced    either  of  the 


Mk. 

regret 


distinguished  Gentlemen  to  whom  I  de- 
sire to  refer.  The  speech  of  the  right 
him.  and  gallant  Member  for  North  Ar- 


character  is  introduced  to  put  an  end  to 
those  sufferings  the  hon.  Member  should 
get  up  and  vehemently  denounce  it.  This 
Bill  asks  for  two  tilings.  It  asks,  firstly, 
for  the  reinstatement  of  the  tenants  who 


uuigh  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned  j  have    been    evicted,    and,    secondly,  for 
from   these    benches.      He    was   contra-  j  power  to  enable  the  holdings  to  be  pur- 
ilictory  even  in  his  own  speech.     At  the  ,  chased  through    the    Land  Commission. 
,   ;  .A  ,  •    j  *i.    i       u        j  j         i  There  is    nothing  verv  drastic    or  verv 

ml  o  it  he  prad  the  loyalty  and  devo-  j  cxtraordinarv  in  fhe8e  p^posals.  In  the 
tmn  of  the  Irish  soldiers  in  the  present  war,  iAct  of  189;6  the  Govemment  actually 
whereas  in  the  earlier  portion  of  it  he  j  embodied  a  clause  which  obtained  con- 
held  up  the  very  people  from  whose  ranks  .  siderable  celebrity  at  the  time,  and  under 
thwe  soldiers  are  drawn  as  being  every-  j  which  it  was  expected  that  a  great 
thing  evil  and  vile  in  society  and  as  a  \  uuml>er  of  tenants  would  be  restored  to 
dan*  of  people  who  occupied  their  time  in  j  their  holdings.  Unfortunately  it  was  a 
houghing  cattle,  burning  houses  and  j  go-as-you-please  kind  of  clause,  and 
Wiling  innocent  persons.  I  say  this  |  there  was  nothing  compulsory  about  it, 
"tyle  of  speech  is  unworthy  of  the  ;  and  the  Chief  Secretary,  in  answer  to  a 
House  of  Commons,  and  is  even  unworthy  |  question,  had  to  inform  the  House  that 
of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  ;  practically  no  advance  was  made  in  the 
himself.  Then  the  second  speech  to  which  \  direction  of  giving  effect  to  that  provision. 
I  wwh  to  refer  was  delivered  by  an  hon.  We  go  a  little  further  in  the  Bill  which 
Uttitleman  occupying  the  position  of  the  ;  we  now  ask  the  House  to  accept.  We 
representative  of  a  purely  commercial  j  have  adopted  a  modified  form  of  compul- 
wmmunity — I  mean  the  hon.  Member  for  ■  gion.  The  two  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
North  Belfast.  He  told  us,  almost  with  addressed  the  House  from  the  other  sidu 
tare  in  his  eyes,  that  he  was  the  son  of  |  were  against  every  f onn  of  reinstatement 
an  evicted  tenant,  that  his  father  in  years  j  on  these  terms.  The  fact  which  forces 
XOfte  by  had  kindly  given  up  his  land  to  I  itself  on  my  mind  with  regard  to  this  and 
the  landlord,  which  he  valued  as  dearly  as  ;  similar  measures  promoted  by  the  Irish 
hi*  own  life,  and  that  therefore  the  hon.  i  party  is  that  the  Unionist  and  Tory 
♦Member  had  some  right  to  speak  on  \  farmers  of  Ireland  are  always  ready  and 
Mialf  of  the  evicted  tenants.     But  how  I  willing  and  anxious  to  take  advantage  of 

any  legislation  either  for  the  reduction  of 
rents  or  the  compulsory  side  of  land  which 
the  agitation  of  the  Nationalists  of 
Ireland  has  compelled  the  Government 
to  pass,  but  that  their  representa- 
tives in  this  House — gentlemen  who  in 
their  election  addresses  talk  of  compul- 
sory purchase,  tenant  right,  free  sale, 
when  we  bring 
a   simple    measiue    for  the   re- 


( W  he  speak  on  their  behalf  1    He  told  us  I 

that  this  Bill  contained  provisions  which  ! 

*oukl  uproot  all  principle,  and  when  I  j 

,,lterjected  a  remark    asking    the    hon.  j 

Member  to  explain   for  what   principle  ! 

thin  great    Empire    had    gone    to    war 

Ul  South  Africa  he  could  make  no  other  | 

^y  than  that  we  were  engaged  in  war  ! 

Jj^arer  home.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  j  and  other  grand  things- 

W  Gentleman   having  been  made   the  ;  forward  a  simple    meas 

Jktim,  as  he  alleges,  of  some  boycotting  in  ;  instatement  of  these  poor  tenants  whose 

Ireland— I  do  not  know   whether  it    is  ;  sufferings   have   led   to   land   legislation, 

tr«eor  not— that  fact  has  sunk  into  his  i  get    up  and   use   disgraceful  arguments 

^ind  and  has  placed  therein  such  seeds  i  against    it,    such   as    we      have    heard 

'*  bitterness  that  he  cannot  approach  the  j  from    the     right      hon.      and     gallant 

^^deration  of  this  measure  with  that    Member  for  North  Annagh.     The  right 

Ming  of  sympathy  and  kindness  which  ;  hon.  and    gallant    Gentleman    seems   to 

J?  ifemred  to  express  in  some  portions  of  •  think  that  from  every  point  of  the  com- 

™*peech,  when  he  almost  wept  over  the  I  pass  people  would  come  forward  claiming 

"^aingg  of  the    women    and  children  '  to  be  restored    to  holdings   as   evicted 

*"°«  husbands  and  fathers   had   been  |  tenants.      The  Act  contemplates  only  the 

V0L  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.]      '      i>  C 
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restoration  of  such  persons  as  have  been  [  Government,  having  gone  a  certain 
evicted  since  1879,  and  we  know  that  by  distance,  have  not  the  moral  courage  to  go 
the  Land  Act  of  18S1  and  by  the  sub-  the  whole*  way.  If  the  Government  had 
sequent  amending  Acts,  every  tenant  the  courage  to  enact  compulsory  land 
who  has  been  admitted  to  the  occupa-  legislation  —and  it  will  come  to  that  yet 
tion     of    a  farm     is     a    future    tenant,  j  — I  believe  it  would  do  more  to  heal  the 


Therefore  there  cannot  be  the  trouble  • 
which  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man anticipates,  and  there  cannot  be  that 
terrible  uprising  in  the  country  against 
planter  tenants  being  dispossessed  in 
order  to  make  way  for  tenants  who  were 
evicted  and  who  have  since  obtained  a 
miserable  subsistence  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  farms.  A  constant  argument  on 
the  other  side  is,  that  if  you  give  any  en- 
couragement to  these  evicted  tenants, 
if  you  take  any  steps  to  restore  them  to 
their  holdings, you  are  assisting  boycotting 


social  sores  which  exist  in  Ireland,  and  to 
restore  peace,  contentment,  and  happiness, 
than  a  thousand  such  appeals  as  that  we 
have  heard  from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh,  if  given  effect 
to  by  the  Government.  Your  policy  of 
twenty  years  resolute  government  for 
Ireland,  which  you  claim  has  effected  the 
pacification  of  the  country,  has  thoroughly 
and  absolutely  failed.  It  is  not  because 
the  peop'e  have  been  coerced  :  on  the 
contrary,  it  cannot  he  denied  that  the 
more  coercion   you  apply  to  us  the  more 


and  intimidation,  and  inciting  people  who  •  vigorous  is   our  resistance  to  your  rule. 


have  been  engaged  in  former  times  in 
these  practices  to  return  to  them  and 
continue  them.  Do  you  not  know  that 
boycotting  is  extensively  practised  in 
this  country  ?  For  what  purpose  do  the 
trades  union  organisations  throughout 
the  country  exist  I  1  >o  they  not  exist 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests 
of  their  members,  and  do  they  not  deal 
much  more  severely  with  blacklegs  than  we 
deal  with  landgrahhers  in  Ireland,  and  is 
not  their  action  winked  at  by  the  law  in 


For  my  part  I  utterly  repudiate  and  dewy 
that  any  aliatemcnt  in  national  fervour 
has  been  brought  about  by  this  so-called 
twenty  years  of  resolute  government.  I 
believe  that  the  Attorney  General  will  not 
^ive  us  in  this  case  very  much  hope1,  or 
reply  directly  to  the  arguments  addressed 
from  this  side  of  the  House.  I  have  been 
in  this  House  for  nearly  six  years,  and 
during  that  time  I  have  seen  Bill  after 
Bill  introduced  with  the  same  result. 
Practically   the    same   old   appeals  were 


this  country  .'     1   think  agriculturists  in    made  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 


Ireland  have  as  much  right  to  combine  in 
their  own  interests  as  trades  unionists  in 
England.  That  will  not  be  denied  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  What  we 
have  to  complain  of  in  this  delate 
is  that  the  speeches  against  the  Bill 
are  not  based  on  fact,  but  on  bigotry  and  ; 
intolerance.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  warned  ' 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  in 
advance  that  our  land  agitation  is  being 
revived,  that  the  1'nited  Irish  League  is 
the  same  organisation  as  the  National 
League  under  another  name,  and  that  we 
intend  to  carry  on  the  same  work  which 
the  Land  League  and  the  National  League 
so  successfully  carried  on  in  Ireland.  I 
ask  tin*  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  reply 
to  state  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  at 
every  meeting  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  United  Irish  League  the  doctrine  has 
been  expressly  laid  down  that  crime  and 
outrage  of  every  kind  are  to  be  condemned 
and  that,  to  quote  the  words  of  O'Connell, 
"  He  who  commits  an  offence  against  the 
law  gives  strength  to  the  enemy."  The 
whole  secret  of  the  discontent  which  at 
present  exists  in  Ireland  is  that  the 
Mr.  ./.  /'.  FarrvlL 


and  were  listened  to  by  the  Government, 
and  no  effect  was  given  to  the  case  set  up 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  can  only  «y, 
on  my  own  liehalf,  that  I  will  regret  ex- 
tremely if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  doe* 
not  give  effect  to  some  provisions  whica 
will  bring  about  a  state  of  peace  and 
happiness  where  misery  now  exists,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  sufferings  of  men  wha 
whatever  their  faults,  political  or  other- 
wise, an1  certainly  suffering  sorely  and 
bitterly.  We  may  surely  demand  thiaat 
the  hands  of  a  Government  which  pro- 
fesses to  have  in  its  keeping,  and  in  the 
forefront  of  its  political  programme,  the 
redress  of  our  social  grievances. 

♦The  VICK-PRESIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
for  IRELAND  (x\lr.  Plunkktt,  1>uW» 
County,  S.)  :  The  right  hon.  Geiitlem*" 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  wiH 
of  course,  reply  for  the  Government? 
and  I  would  not  have  intervene* 
in  the  debate  had  1  not  been  80  f requewtt 
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referred    to    by     hon.    and    right    lion. 
Members  who  have  preceded  me.      It  is 
<|uite  true,  as  hon.   Members  have  said, 
that  I  have  taken  u  great  interest  in  this 
*piestion   of   the   evicted  tenants,  and  on 
that  account  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for     Waterford    asked    me    to    make    a 
sympathetic  speech.      Well,  if   the   hon. 
and   learned  Member  desires  me  to  say 
that  I  can  support  this  Bill  I  fear  that  I 
«ai mot    meet    his    wishes.     Years  ago    I 
adopted  the  attitude  that  the  time  had 
come  when  it  was  no  use  looking  l>ack  to 
the  causes  of  these  troubles.     I  felt  that 
the  condition  of  these  men,  these,  unhappy 
wrecks  upon  the  sea  of  Irish  politics,  was, 
as  it  has  often   been  described,  a  great  : 
social  evil,  and  that  it   was  the  duty  of 
*'\vvy  Irishman,  so  far  as  he  could  do  so 
without    the    sacrifice     of    principle,    to 
A»  his  utmost   to  heal  that  son?.     And 
with    the     same      views,     which     have 
rtrengthened    in  subsequent  years,  I  have 
joined  an  association  composed  of  men  of 
all  classes  and  all  creeds  in  Ireland,  and 
*»  far  as  in  us  lies  we  hope  to  do  some  : 
thing  to  improve  this  unhappy  situation. 
I  do  not  agree  with  everything  that  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
for  North  Armagh  has  said  in  this  deliate, 
Wt  I  did   fully   agree   with    him    that 
immense  difficulties  would  arise*  in  dealing 
with  the  new  tenants  in  the  event  of  this 
Bill  Incoming    law.       The    number    of 
tenants  affected   by   this    Bill   has  been 
<**tiinated     in    the     deliate     at     figures 
varying  from    35,000   to   400     a  rather 
Wiklering   margin   to    deal    with  :  but 
1  do  not  myself  believe  that  the  iiiiin- 
h»T  approaches    to    anything     like    the 
wtimatc  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend. 
I  hope  that  in  the  process  of  time  the 
tfreat  majority  of  eases  may   be   happily 
ami  successfully  dealt  with.     But  when  it 
*»nns  to  dealing  with  a  very  considerable 
nuinW  of  new  tenants,  and  planters  as 
*»meof  them  are  called,  I  do  not  think  that 
thi*  Hill  provides  any  practical  or  workable 
H'lu-iiii*.     it  seem:-*  to  me  that  what  would 
happen,  if  the  Bill  were  to  piss,  would  lie 
that  we  should  have  history,  mid  a  very 
"jdy  history   it   is,  repeating  itself.     We 
"hould  have  the  old  eviction  drama  acted 
"^•r  again,  with   this  difference,  that   the 
pU-f'  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare 
w,«iM  be  taken  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
•^mth  Belfast,  and'  the  place  of  Mr.  Gill 
w,|uM  lie  taken  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
'nViuL    That  evictions  would  take  place, 
Xri<*v<Mw  and  unjust  evictions,    I  do  not 


see  how  anylmdy  can  doubt.     I  know  the 
Bill  provides  for  "just  compensation  "  for 
these  evictions,  but  if  you  take  the  case 
of  a  man  who  ha*  been   twenty  years  in 
occupancy  of  his  holding,  and  has  raised  a 
*'  long  '"  and  u  weak  "  family  in  his  home, 
what  money  compensation  can  possibly  be 
adequate  for  forcibly  removing  that  man 
from   the  home  which    had    become  his 
own  ?     I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  House 
in  discussing  the  details  of  the  Bill,  which 
will    be    fully  dealt    with   by  my   right 
hon.  friend  behind  me;  but  as  regards  the 
voluntary  efforts  which  a  large  number  of 
Irishmen,  and  myself  among  them,  are  mak- 
ing, I  do  not  for  a  moment  set  them  up  as  an 
alternative  for  legislative  action,  which  I 
wholly  disapprove  of,  for  the  two  things 
are  alwolutely  separate.     Even  supposing 
the  House  wen1  to  pass  this  legislation   I 
believe  that  the  work  of  the  Committee 
would  be    just  as  essential  as  it   is  now. 
The  difficulty   of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion in  a  businesslike  way,  as  we  have  been 
asked  to  do  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford,  the  immense  difficulty  that  confronts 
the  voluntary  Committee,  is  to  make  such 
arrangements    that    tenants,    who   have 
been  out  of  their  holdings   for   a  number 
of  years,  who  have    lost  all  their  money 
capital  and  their  stock,    whose  buildings 
have  been    destroyed,    and    what  is  still 
worse?,  who    have  gone  out  of  the   busi- 
ness and   have  lost  tin?  habits  of  farmers 
will    be     enabled      to     resume     their 
business       under       favourable      ci  renin - 
stances.        So    far    as    I    understand    it, 
apart    from    trying    to   make,     wherever 
possible,  friendly    arrangements  between 
,  tenant  and   landlord-  and  in  some  cases 
success  has  been  attained  and  most  hope- 
ful negotiations  have   been  entered  upon 
-  -the    chief  difficulty    will    be    to    solve 
the  economic  problem,  and  to  enable  these 
tenants    to  prosper  when   they  an*  rein- 
stated.    Now,  as  I   have  already  .said.   I 
do  not  wish  to  delay  the  House  at  any 
length,     or  cover  ground  which     will    be 
covered     shortly    by     more     competent 
authority  ;     but      I       must       refer      to 
that    portion     of     the     speech     of     my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  friend  which  (leak 
pretty    sharply    with     Mr.    dill.      I    do 
not  regret  tin*  action  he  took,  although  it 
is  an    ungenerous  and   somewhat    unusual 
procedure,  but  1  rejoiced  when  he  saw  his 
way  to   attack    the   appointment    of   Mr. 
(Jill    in   the  way    he  did,    because.  a>  the 
hon.    Member    for    Waterford    said,     the 
attack    has    hitherto    been    conducted   in 
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the  lobby.  T  was  told  by  a  great  many 
people  that  much  indignation  had  been 
roused  by  this  appointment,  that  all  sorts 
of  charges  were  going  to  be  brought 
against  Mr.  Gill,  and  I  longed  for  an 
opportunity  when  I  might  hear  what 
these  charges  were,  in  order  that  I  might 
answer  them.  Well,  so  far  as  1  under- 
stand them,  the  charges  against  Mr.  Gill 
are  that  thirteen  years  ago  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Irish  party  opposite  : 
that  he  was,  in  fact,  a  lieutenant  of  the 
late  Mr.  Parnell. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  hardly  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  at  liberty  to  go 
into  this  matter  in  detail.  I  did  allow 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  matter  as  it  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  the  Member 
for  North  Armagh,  but  no  debate  can 
arise. 

*Mr.  PLUNKETT:  If  I  confine  myself 
strictly  to  the  actual  attack  which  has 
been  delivered  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  ex- 
ceeding the  bounds  of  your  ruling,  Mr. 
Speaker. 

Colonel  SAUNDEKSON :  1  beg 
pardon.  I  absolutely  deny  that  I  made 
any  attack  whatever  on  Mr.  Gill. 
[Hon.  Members  on  the  Irish  benches :  Oh, 
oh !]  I  simply  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Gill  was  one  of  the  leading  organisers 
of  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  regular  to  enter  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gill, 
otherwise  it  might  lead  to  a  long  discus- 
sion on  what  is  quite  irrelerant  to  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

♦Mr.  PLUNKETT:  1  only  say,  in  obcdi. 
ence  to  your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  1 
hope  another  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
me  to  give  the  reasons  why  Mr.  Gill's 
appointment  was  made  upon  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Chief  Secretary  and  myself. 
I  might  just  say  this  much  now,  that  the 
appointment  was  made  in  accordance  with 
a  pledge  that  was  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment last  year,  that  these  appointments 
shoidd  be  filled  with  sole  regard  to  the 
qualification  of  the  officers  for  the  work 
to  be  done.  Of  course,  if  anything  had  been 

Mr.  Plunkeit. 


established  against  Mr.  Gill's  honour, 
if  any  reason  had  been  given  for  believii 
that  what  my  right  hon.  and  gall* 
friend  considers  his  political  misdoings  i 
the  past  would  influence  bis-  action  in  tl 
future,  or  if  it  had  been  thought  that  1 
was  not  likely  to  discharge  his  duties  wit 
absolute  impartiality,  the  appointmes 
would  not  have  heen  made.  Having  m 
this  much,  I  will  not  farther  occupy  tb 
time  of  the  House,  but  will  hope  « 
another  occasion  to  give  the  whok 
reasons  why  Mr.  Gill's  appointment  ww 
made. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  opposition  whieh 
I  have  always  held  to  the  politics  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  » 
identified  in  Ireland  does  not  preclude 
me  from  expressing  the  heartiness  with 
which  1  greet,  after  the  sad  accident  to 
which  he  was  subject,  his  reappearance 
in  the  House,  in  whose  proceedings  he  » 
so  well  able  to  take  a  part.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  addressed  a  few  obsern* 
tions  to  the  House  as  to  the  operations  tf 
!  the  committee  known  in  Ireland  as  "Thfr 
Evicted  Tenants  Restoration  Committee" 
—a  committee  recently  formed,  as  is  well 
known  and  acknowledged,  of  gentlemen 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland  and  of  different 
politics.  The  only  criticism  I  have  to 
make  on  that  committee  is  that  I  regret- 
it  did  not  get  to  work  six  or  eight  yea»- 
ago.  What  did  we  hear  from  the  r^kt- 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  few  sentences  ■ 
which  he  addressed  the  House  on  the 
subject  of  this  Bill  ?  The  effect  aJ 
purport  of  these  sentences  was,  that  the 
operations  of  his  committee  were  met  with- 
enormous  difficulties.  That  has  been  our* 
position  from  the  beginning.  We  have 
always  known  that  the  difficulties  9B- 
rounding  this  question  of  the  reinstatement 
of  the  evicted  tenants  were  of  such  • 
character  that  they  could  not  propeifr 
and  sufficiently  l>e  removed  except  If 
legislation  and  the  intervention  of  the- 
Executive  Government.  1  desire  to  powt 
out  to  the  House  the  enormous  difference 
which  characterises  the  two  distinct  kind* 
of  opposition  with  which  this  Bill  h* 
been  met.  The  right  hon.  the  Memher 
for  South  Dublin  admits  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  is  eminently  desirable — that* 
to  restore  the  evicted  tenants  to  their 
holdings.  He  admits  that  according  to 
his  knowledge  of.  Ireland  that  is  an  objettj 
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exceedingly  desirable  in  the  interests  of  !  effort  to  restore  the  evicted  tenants.    The 


last  difficulty  on  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  dwelt  was  the  want  of 
money.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  if 
this  problem  is  to  l>e  effectually  settled  a 
!  considerable  sum  of  money  must  lie 
provided  for  that  purpose   -a  sum  largely. 


peace.     He  used  these  words — which  are  ! 

honourable  to  himself — that  he  had  long 

ago  come  to  the    conclusion  that   there  | 

was  no  use  in  looking  back  to  the  causes 

of  these  troubles,  and  that  co-operation 

ought  to  be  invited  from  all  classes  f or  j 

the   purpose  of    reinstating  the    evicted  1 1  fear,  in  excess  of  anything  that  can  be 

tenants.     That  was  not  the  position  taken  .  raised    by     contributions   even    by    the 

up  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Memtor  i  influential  committee  of  which  he  is  a 
for  North  Armagh.  He  desired  to  keep  member.  No  doubt  money  is  required, 
these  tenants  out  of  their  holdings  and  the  proposals  in  the  Bill  introduced 
Imuse,  he  said,  they  were  usefid  as  '  to-day  will  be  admitted  by  everyone  to  be 
scarecrows,  or  as  warnings  to  Irish  agita-  '  of  a  fair  and  reasonable  character.  I 
tow,  and  in  order  to  show  what  would  be  '  noticed  that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
the  fate  of  evicted  tenants.  I  allude  to  '  Memtar  for  North  Armagh  even 
this  to  illustrate  the  totally  irreconcilable  :< lid  not  say  that  the  proposals  are 
attitude  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite*  to  hard  on  the  landlords.  Under  Clause  :\ 
thw  Bill.  The  light  hon.  Member  for  South  two  years  rent  is  to  be  given  to 
Dublin  admits  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  >,  the  landlords,  in  the  event  of  the  Land 
w  desirable.  Why  then  does  he  oppose  .  Commission  considering  that  to  be  just,  by 
itt  He  says  that  it  is  not  a  fit  subject  .  way  of  arrears;  and  full  compensation  is 
for  legislation,  but  he  gives  us  no  reason    also  to  be  given  to  any  planter  tenant  who 


for  that  statement.  I  would  suppose 
that  if  an  hon.  Member  admits  that  an 
object  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
peace,  good  order,  and  good  feeling  in 
Ireland,  and  furthermore  admits  that  the 
difficulties  of  achieving  that  object  by 
private  effort  are  all  but  insuperable,  that 
was  a  prima  facie,  an  almost  irresistible, 
argument  in  favour  of  legislation. 


may  be  dispossessed  ;  while  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding .£100  is  to  be  given  to  assist  the 
incoming  tenant  in  cases  where  the  build- 

,  ing8  have  become  dilapidated,  or  where 
the  farms  have  been  allowed  to  run  out 

\  of  cultivation.  Will  anybody  say  that 
that  clause  of  the  Bill  is  drafted  with 
the  purpose  or  intention,  or  would  have 

\  the  effect,  of  inflicting  hardships  on  any 
person  ?     I  venture  to  say,  without  fear 


*Mr.  PLUNKETT :  I  do  not  want  to  j 


of   contradiction,    that    under    this  Bill 

;..».  -.  *l  i.  \k  u  i-  .  i_  j.  t  <  landlords  who  are  unhappy  enough  to  be 
interrupt  the  hon.  Member ,but  what  I ;  ^    of    ,victed     farms    will    get 

informed  the  House  was  that  I  object  more  monev  if  this  Bill  is  pissed  than  if 
altogether  to  compulsion  in  this  matter,  j  it  is  not.  Then  the  planter  tenants 
hecatuse  I  believe  that  if  voluntary  effort  I  would  be  better  off,  and  the  evicted 
were  generally  adopted  and  proper! v  '  tenants,  instead  of.  being  an  object  of 
organised,  the  difficulties,  which  are  great ;  ?y«JI»thy  and  compassion  and  great 
l,  .      .  .  , ,        .1.1  irritation     m      the      neighbourhood     in 

**  not  insuperable,  might  ^overcome.      whkh    thcy   ^^   woufd   ])C    restort.(1 

'  to  their  holdings,  and  that  would  un- 
Mr.  DILLON :  What  have  we  been  doubtedly,  by  the  generosity  of  Parlia- 
<loing  for  eight  or  nine  years  past  but  ;  ment,  bring  peace  and  goodwill  to  the 
wring  voluntary  effort?  We  were  '  neighborhood.  I  have  said  a  much 
told  by  the  landlords  in  1891  and  ^^'-^a^if^T^  "  re(iuire(l  than  l 
that  voluntary  effort  would  bring  this  '  ^ntar?  'effort 
«vu  u>  an  end  ;  but  voluntary  effort  has  '  jn  tnc»  }$\\\ 
ken  a  failure.     The  very  existence  of  the    out  of  the 


prospect  of  raising  by 
That  is  provided  for 
in  a  manner  which  takes  it 
mouth  of  the  right  hon.  and 
i  gallant  Member  to  take  exception  to  it, 
.  for  it  is  to  come  out  of  the  fund  specially 
set  apart  from  the  relief  of  suffering  and 
distress,  and  for  education.      I  come  to 
.     ,         ,  i       i.«.     i  .      ■  the  second  objection    of  the    right  hon. 

«une  for  a  fe*  moments  the  difficulties  ;  uentioman>  who  clrew  an  alarming  picture 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  arc  i  0f  the  evictions  which  would  be  caused 
Mtely  to  impede  any  attempt  at  voluntary    by  any  such  legislation  as  that  proposed 


Evicted  Tenants  Restoration  Committee 
i*  a  confession  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  previous  voluntary  proposals 
tove  been  a  failure.     Now  let   me   ex- 


743 


Evicted  Tenant  a 


{COMMONS} 


(Irelamt)  BUI 


by  this  Bill — the  evictions  of  the  planter  | 
tenants.       I    have    never   listened    to    a  ! 
more  grotesque  and  monstrous  argument 
than  that  of   the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  ; 
He  speaks   of  a  case  of  a  man  who  had 
lived    for    twenty    years    as    a    planter 
tenant,  and  had  reared  a  large  and  weak  i 
family.     It  is  all  very  well  to  drop  tears  j 
of  compassion  over  these  planter  tenants, 
of  whom  it  is  said  there  are  not  to-day  in  ' 
Ireland  more  than  thirty  who  have  been  ! 
fifteen  years  in  possession  of  their  hold-  ' 
ings  ;    but  I  wonder  how  it  is  that  those  I 
hon.    Members    who    express   sympatlry  | 
with  possible  evicted  planters  have  been 
so  easily  able  to    suppress  their  feelings  , 
in   regard  to  the   sufferings  of  the  11011-  \ 
planter   tenants.      We    have   it   on    the  | 
authority    of  Government    returns   that  I 
during    the     last     twenty-five    years    a 
hundred    thousand     families     had    been  ■ 
evicted      in      Ireland.       Where     is     all  ' 
the     compassion    and    sympathy,    which  : 
is      so      ready      to      flow      over      the 
possible     imaginary      woes     of     a     few 
planters,  for  the  hundreds  of   thousands 
of  tenants  who  had  been  not  only  twenty 
years  in  possession  of  their  holdings,  but 
had     inherited     them     for     generations  j 
before  them  !     But  even  if  a  few  planters 
are  to  l>e  forcibly  removed,  provision  is 
made  for  ample  compensation  to  be  given 
them.     Besides,  not  one  in  a  hundred  of 
these  planters  has  spent  a  penny  on  his  : 
holding.      They  go  by  the  name,  among 
the  agents  of  Ireland,  of  "  pet  cats,"  and 
it  is  a    common    saying  amongst   these 
agents  that  they  very  rarely  get  any  rent 
from  a  "  pet  cat."     The  fact  is  that  the 
planters,  as  a  rule,  came  in    as  a  favour  I 
to    the    landlords,    and    paid    no    rent.  ' 
Half     of      them     have     already     gone 
away  without  compensation,  and  I  would 
say  that  three-fourths   of    the    planters 
would   be   the   first    to    rejoice    at    the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  because  they  would 
clear   out  with  compensation  instead  of 
without.      Therefore,  I  say  that  this  ob- 
jection is  purely  imaginary — got  up   to 
justify  opposition  to  the  Bill.      The  light 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin  said  that  no  doubt  all,  or  nearly 
all,  these  cases  would  be  settled  by  the 
lapse  of  time.      Yes,    Sir,  they  will  all 
bo  settled  by  the  lapse  of  time  !    I  recollect 
that  argument  being  used  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland   in   1896,  when  a 
previous  Bill  was  introduced.      I  asked 
him,    How  are  they  being  settled  l  Some 
have  died,  some  have  gone  into  the  work- 


house,  some  have  gone  to  i 
Australia ;  and  that  is  the  kin< 
ment  which  has  given  biii 
bitterness  of  feeling  which 
Ireland  !  I  can  tell  the  right  1 
man  that  the  great  policy  of  ki 
Rule  by  kindness  and  recor 
Irish  people  to  the  present  Unio 
of  administration,  which  w 
hear  much  of,  but  of  which 
hear  anything  now,  is  cei 
far  as  I  can  olwerve,  making 
progress,  and  will  not,  so  1< 
policy  of  the  Government  U 
evicted  tenants  is  to  allow  tl 
to  settle  itself  by  degrees,  bv 
or  exile  of  these  evicted  tenan 
come  to  the  observations  of  th- 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposi 
jects  to  this  Bill,  in  the  first  i 
count  of  its  enormous  scope,  a 
it  would  involve  turning  out  a 
lier  of  planter  tenants  in  ord 
room  for  the  original  tenanl 
forgets  that  some  of  the  old  t 
gone  to  America  and  Austral i 
others  are  in  the  grave. 

Coloxkl  SAUNDERSON 
to  those  that  are  here. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Would  th< 
and  gallant  Member  be  surpr 
that  one  of  the  main  objectioi 
against  this  Bill  last  year  w 
scope  was  too  narrow,  that 
affected  was  too  small  for  leg: 
that  the  number  of  tenants 
would  apply  was  so  limited  th 
worth  while  to  take  up  the 
House  of  Commons  in  dealin 
case  1  Before  I  turn  to  the  < 
evil  and  the  grounds  on  whicl 
this  Bill,  let  me  say  a  few  wo 
enee  to  another  part  of  the  ri 
gallant  Member's  speech.  It 
those  speeches  »vhich  he  has 
frequently  in  this  House  tl 
almost  got  it  off  by  heart.  A 
whole  performance,  and  a  v 
one  it  is.  But  he  said  one 
which  he  has  never  said  befo 
it  would  have  been  much  bet 
I  left  unsaid  from  his  own  p 
He  said  that  the  main  obj* 
eviction  of  the  new  plante 
thev  were  Protestants  and  n< 
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Colonel   SAUNDERSON: 
said  anything  of  the  kind. 


Mr. 

words. 
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I  never  i  windows  broken  l>ecause  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  Boer  sympathisers,  and  the 
police  were  powerless  to  protect  them. 


DILLON:    T    took   down    vour 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  did  not 
■ay  it  was  the  main  objection. 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  Were  their 
cattle  houghed  ".' 


Mr.    DILLON 
attacked. 


Their    houses     were 


Colonel 
nothing. 


SAUNDERSON:    That    is 


Mr.  DILLON :  What  was  the  object ; 

of  using  these  words  ?     Was  it  to  revive 

old  memories  1  Was  it  to  recall  the  days 

when,  on  estate  after  estate,   the  policy 

was  adopted  of  exterminating  the  Catholic 

teniittry,  and  when  agents  gave  it  to  be  i      MR-  DILLON:  That  may  be  the  view  of 

understood    that     "  no    Catholics    need  !  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  when 

apply"!  I  think  the  observation  of  the  right  j  the  trouble  oceui-s  in  England  ;  but  what 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  will  convey  to  would  have  been  said  had  this  occurred 
themind8of  many  English  Members  some  in  an  Irish  town  and  had  traders  who  had 
understanding  of  what  is  the  real  bitter-  given  offence  been  left  to  the  mercy  of  a 
ihsm  of  feeling  in  Ireland.  We  have  i  niob  ?  We  should  have  had  Members 
beard  recently  that  there  is  a  great  future  ;  standing  up  here  raging  with  denuncia- 
Wore  Ireland,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  tions  of  it  as  a  disgrace  to  the  whole 
man  the  Meml>er  for  the  Southern  country.  I  have  told  hon.  Memliers  on 
lHvision  of  Dublin  County  has  made  him-  ■  more  than  one  occasion  that  if  they 
self  the  prophet  of  a  policy  of  the  union  I  pursue  this  policy  of  raking  up  old 
«f  all  classes  for  all  kinds  of  good  '  offences  against  law  and  order  in  Ireland, 
purposes,    among     them     the     recovery 


I  shall  feel  it  mv  duty  to  retaliate  hv 


from  the  British  Treasury  of  money  which  \  examining  the  records  of  crime  in  England 
is  claimed   to  have   been   overpaid     by  ;  The  right    hon.  jmd    gallant  Gentlemai 


Ireland.  I  see  very  few  symptoms  in 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  to-day  of  any  desire  to  carry 
'Hit  that  policy  of  union.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  old  spirit  which  was  supposed 


objects  to  this  Bill  because  he  says  its 
scope  is  too  large,  while  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary says  it  is  too  small.  But  what  is  its 
scope,  and  what  is  the  number  of  cases  to 
which  we  may  reasonably  expect  it  to 
I'vaome  sanguine  natures  to  be  asfe'ep  is  '  aPPJy  ?  L»st  >'«"*  I  estimated,  and  I 
proved  bv  that  speech  to  be  still  in  all  its  ■  admitted  at  the  tune  that  my  estimate 
pristine  "vigour.  The  right  hon.  and  was  verv  v»g"<*.  that  th('  total  number 
gallant  Gentleman  made,  or  rather  in-  of  ™**»  to  which  th(l  BiH  wou,(l  aPl),.v 
»inuated,  scandalous  charges  against  :  was  Iwtween  -J,000  and  3,000. 
mynelf  and  other  Nationalist  Members.  ' 

He  talked   about  boycott    intimidation,        Colonel  SAUXDK1WON  :  Does  that 
*"d  pressure      But Ireland lis  peaceable !,  i|ldu(le   the    ,>lan    of   Campaign    tenants 
»he  was  peaceable,  too,  m  the  days  of  the  .  onl     or  tm,  whok,  of  th(l  u.muU  ttvictrt, 
*  m  of  Campaign.     Outrages  are  almost    8jn*e  j^yy  > 
unknown,   and   when    I   hear    these   old  ; 


diargesdug  up  I  cannot  avoid  alluding 
to  the  different  spirit  in  which  men 
appruach  these  questions  arising  in 
tu&ea  of  popular  exoitement  when  they 
occur  on  one  side  of  the  Channel  and 
when  they  occur  on  the  other.  Let  me 
B^e  an  illustration  to  show  how  grossly 


Mr.  DILLON  :  It  includes  the  whole 
of  the  tenants.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  are  now  left  500  Plan  of  Campaign 
tenants.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman    talks   the    wildest    nonsense 

In  all  there 
**  Midhurst,  in  tEe  county  of  Sussex/a  '  were  40,000  tenants  enrolled  in  that 
<*rtain  number  of  individuals  had  their  j  movement,  and  of  these  only  about   1,500 


unjust  these  charges  are.     The  other  day,  j  about  theJ^Hn  of  Campaign. 
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-wore  evicted.     The  rest  made  terms  with 
their  landlords.     Of  the  1,500  fully  1,000 
have  since  been  reinstated,  and,  certainly, 
there  are  not  more  than  500  whose  cases 
have  yet  to  be  dealt  with.     I  again  say 
that  I  estimate  roughly  (and  I  admit  we 
have  very  insufficient  means  of  getting 
information)  that   the    total   number   of 
tenants  to  whom  this  Bill  would  apply  is 
between    2,000  and  3,000.     I   base  my 
estimate  largely  on  what  passed  between 
myself  and  the  Chief  Secretary  last  year.* 
The  right  hon.   Gentleman  then,  in  the 
-course  of  the  del>ate,  said  that  the  total 
number  of  evicted  farms  in  Ireland  which 
were  unlet  on  January  1st,  1899 — that  is 
to  say,  the  total  number  of  farms  either  in 
the  hands   of  landlords  or  derelict — was 
2,609.     I  had  estimated  the  number  at 
«omething   under   3,000,    but   the   Chief 
Secretary,  speaking  with  the  far  greater 
knowledge   at   his   command,    put   it  at 
2609.     Now,    would   it   not   be    to    the 
-advantage     of     every    section     of     the 
community  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Executive  Government, 
that    at    least  to  those  farms  on  which 
there  are  no  planters  the  evicted  tenants 
-should   be   restored  '!    Surely   that   is  a 
proposition  which  will  meet  with  almost 
universal  assent.      No  doubt  there  are  a 
certain    number    of    farms    which     had 
planters  on   them.     But  if  you  examine 
the  figures  you  will  find  that  the  number 
of  cases  in  which  it  would   l>e   necessary 
to   disturb  planter  tenants  is  extremely  ; 
limited.     1  very  much  doubt  if  there  are  ( 
more  than  200  such  cases,  and  it  is  very  | 
important  to  remember  that  in  some  cases  | 
as  many  as  ten  farms  are  held  by  one  man. 
It  is  notorious,  too,  that  farms  ha\  e  been 
given    to   men   who   have   not  sufficient 
capital   to   work    them,    and   such    men 
would  undoubtedly  be  willing  to  quit  for 
.a  small  compensation.     I  think,  therefore, 
the  main  objection  which  has  been  urged 
against  this  Bill — that  it  would  lead  to  the 
eviction  of  a  large  number  of  new  tenants  -  j 
is  absolutely  without  foundation.    I  do  not  t 
believe  that  there  are  forty  men  in  Ireland  j 
on  these  planter  faims  who  could   not  be 
easily  settled  with  and   who  would  not 
gladly,  cheerfully,  and  with   the  greatest 
possible  relief,    accept  a  moderate  com- 
pensation to  go  out.     And  when    1   am 
told  that  injustice  might  be  done  under 
this  Bill  I  reply  that  you  have  .the  most 


*  See   The   Par/inmnitnri/  Dcbtttw  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxix.,  page  930. 

Mr.  IHlhiu 


'  absolute     security    against     any    form 
j  of     injustice,     so    far     as     the      land- 
!  lords     and     the     planter     tenants     are 
:  concerned.      Nothing  can  be  done  under 
|  the  Bill  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
!  Land  Commission,  and  I  must  say  I  think 
|  that  we  Irish  Members  in   drafting  the 
;  Bill  made  an  enormous  concession,  seeiug 
j  that,  though  we  had  so  little  confidence 
|  in  the  Land  Commission,  we  entrusted  the 
[  whole  of  the  operation  of  the  machinery 
i  to  that  Ixxiy,  and  gave  it  power  to  refuse, 
j  without  any  reason  assigned,  any  appli- 
i  cation  made  by  a  tenant.     All  the  Land 
j  Commission  has  to  do  is  to  satisfy  itself 
j  whether  the  application  is  just  and  right, 
I  and  if  it  decides  that  it  is,  then  it  can 
J  proceed  to  adjudicate  on  it.  It  may  refuse 
|  to  do  so  and  is  not  called  upon  to  state 
;  the  grounds  of  refusal.      Surely  all  fair- 
:  minded  men  will  admit  that  no  injustice 
j  can  be  done  to  the  landlord  under  thi>_ 
j  Bill.      The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentlematx 
dropped  a  sympathetic  tear  over  the  fafc^j 
of  the  land-grabbers  ;    but  it  must  not  l^-^> 
forgotten  that  these  men  are  all  futiur— *. 
tenants  and  that  they  have  no  protectic^  n 
or  security  for  the  tenure  of  their  lanr^  : 
they  are  liable  to  eviction  at  any  time.         I 
protest  against  the  narrow  and  uneons^t  j- 
tutional  point  of  view  which  judges  of  tWic 
importance  of  a  question  by  the  nurol>*  -r 
of  the  individuals  it  affects.     That  is  i*«>t 
the     principle     on     which     this    Horace 
should  act.      We   have  known  cases    in 
which  great  nations  have  gone  towarovc^r 
the  sorrows  and  wrongs  of   individuals* 
and,   indeed,  l>efore   the  present  war   i« 
South  Africa  broke  out  this  country  vfii* 
lashed    into    passion   over    the    alleged 
grievances  of  Mr.  Edgar.     I  repeat  that 
it  would  be  very  wrong  to  estimate  the  iu1* 
portance  of  a  proposal  merely  by  the  num- 
ber of  persons  it  affected.     '.The  suffering* 
of  the  evicted  tenants  enter  into  the  very 
inmost  soul  of  the  Irish  people.    Every 
individual  case  is  the  centre  of  local  irri- 
tation and  exasperation,  and  of  hostility 
to  the  Government  which  refuses  to  do*1* 
act  of  justice.     We  were  told  by  the  Chi*5' 
Secretary  last  year  that  the  effect  of  tb«j 
Bill  would  be  most  demoralising.    But  _  * 
say  that  the  claim  of  these  people  to  thei* 
old  holdings  is  based  on  exactly  the  saitt^* 
principles  as  lay  beneath  the  whole  of  tb^ 
Irish  land  legislation,  and  if  it  be  immoit*  * 
and  demoralising  to  restore  on  fair  teno*^ 
the  evicted  tenants  to  their  holdings,  the*  * 
the  whole  of  the  Irish  land  legislation  i  ^ 
unjust  and  monstrous.     We  contend  tha^* 
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the  evicted  tenants  are  entitled  to  rein- 1  Gentleman,  there   is  still  money  in  that 

statement  because  they  are  the  victims  of  I  fund,  are  introducing  into  this  House  one 

-a  system  of  excessive  rack  rents  which  has  j  of    the    most    audacious    measures  ever 

been  admitted  to  be  unjust  by  the  land  i  brought  before  it,   the   Irish  Tithes  Bill, 

legislation  of  the  past  thirty  years.     It  is  i  for  the  purpose  of  scooping  out  all  that 

said  that  the  rents  for  the  non-payment  i  remains ;  and  now,  with  the  usual  spirit 

of  which  they  were  evicted  were  judicial  j  attendant  on  selfishness,  when  we  attempt 

rents.      But    were    not    some    of   them  .  to  take  a  small  amount  of  this  money  in 

reduced   by   special  Act  of    Parliament,  j  order   to  enable  the  evicted   tenants   to 

thus  showing  them  to  be  unjust  1     And  ;  take  up  their  holdings,  they  cry  sacrilege. 

is  the  punishment  for  the  non-payment  of  ,  If  this  Bill  is  rejected  we  shall  have  some 

these  unjust  rents,  in  some  cases  through  !  member  of   the  Government   advocating 

inability     and    in    others    through    the  [  some  such   Bill  as  the  Irish  Tithes  Bill  ; 

desire  to  protect  poorer  neighbours,  to  be  !  but   I  can  promise  that  gentleman,  wh<>- 

permanent  ?     I   have  here  the  words  of  |  ever  he  may  be,  that  if  he  does  introduce 

the  Chief  Secretary  when  he  was  reject- :  such  a  measure,   he  will  be  met  with  a 

ing  a  similar  Bill  to  this  last  year.     He  ;  most  ferocious  opposition.     We  shall  see 

said,  "  We  have  rejected  this  proposal  on  i  what  the   Irish  landlord  will  say  about 

two  broad  grounds."     The  right  hon.  and  j  sacrilege  when   he  is  to  get  his  £200  or 

gallant  Gentleman  has  shown  that  the  first !  £300    out    of     the    same    fund.       The 

objection  does    not  apply.      The  second  ;  respectable    Irish    landloid   can    put   his 

objection  of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  that  i  hand    into    the    plunder    of    the     Irish 

aome  of  these  men  wen*,  dead  and  some    Church      with      a       clear       conscience, 

Jiad  gone  to  America.  ,  but     it    becomes    a    monstrous   outrage 

,  if    any    of    us    attempt    to     take     this 

Mn.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.):!money    for    thi«    Panose        I    do    not 

There  are  some  in  South  Africa.  know    whaf  attitude   the  Government  is 

#  g°lng  to  take  upon  this  Bill,  but  I  judge 

from  the  speeches  already  made  that  they 

Mr.    DILLON  :    I   think    that    that  j  are  not  going  to  support  it.  I  deeply  regret 

objection  of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  one  ]  it.     I  do  not  share  the  view  of  the  right 

of   the  silliest  remarks  ever  made  by  an  :  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 

Irish  Minister  who  was  "killing  Home  \  *?r  No,th  Armagh^     I  do  not  admit  that 

x», .....    ,         „     mi  !  these  poor  tenants  in  Ireland  will  prove  a 

Kuie  with  kindness.      They  now  propose  \  Wrieir  to  agitatioiK       t   think,    on   the 

to  dispose  of  these  people  in  the  same  way  |  contrary,  it  will  prove  a  barrier  to  the 
ty  their  starvation  and  ruin,  or  by  j  existence?  and  growth  of  any  good  feeling 
transplanting  them  to  America,  where,  in  j  between  the  classes  in  Ireland,  and  I 
conjunction  with  the  Germans,  they  are  !  delilwrately   say   the    present   treatment 

Playing  the  devil  with  the  Anglo-  J  7*"? ." !?"*  »l0t«J  cmt  -vJ*r .<*er  yo«ir 
i/  .         ...  mi     i  i      ii        '  m   this  House  to  these  suffering  people 

Amencan  alliance.     The  hon.  and  gallant  .  hag  beeil?  and  will  in  the  future  ^  a  root 

^ntleman  says  that  this  Bill  is  intended  |  Qf  bitterness  in  Ireland,  and  will  confirm 
rather  "  for  the  purpose  of  whitewashing  |  the  faith  which  long  years  have  en- 
jnd  restoring  the  character  of  the  Member  ]  gendered  in  the  minds  of  our  people  that 
for  East  Mayo."  I  think  that  is  an  I  any  appeal  to  reason,  mercy,  or  justice 
unworthy  argument,  even  in  the  hands  of  '  falls  in  vain  upon  the  ears  of  this  House 
*n  enemy.  This  problem  ought  to  be  I  until  it  is  backed  up  by  firmness  ami 
approached  in  a  spirit  more  statesman- '  determination, 
like— I  will  not  say  more  charitable —  ' 
jnan    is    indicated     by     those     words,  j 

J  now  come  to  the  last  point  upon  which  j  Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fok 
J*i*li  to  dwell,  and  that  is  the  source,  IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
torn  which   we    propose   to    take    this  \  «ierry,       X.) :     I     join      in    the     regret 

?2^  hy   holK    aentlemen   °Pl,08iUi 

^S>t  it  still  flaw^Ll^m  money  that  the  rif ht  Thi>"'  (/e,lt,emttn  *ho  C;hiof 
^esinto  it.  The  Irish  landlords,  l>cing  I  'Secretary  for  Ireland  is  not  m  his  place, 
*°*ienly  woke  up  to  the  fact  that,  in  as  well  for  the  cause  which  necessitates 
We  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  !  his     absence     as     for     the     inadequate 
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treatment   which    I    am    fully  conscious  | 
this     question     will      receive      at     my  i 
hands.      But     though    apparently    little  j 
sympathy   is  expected  from  me  for  the 
sufferings  of  Irish  tenants  and  the  peasants  i 
of  Ireland,  I  may  take  this  occasion  of  ' 
saying  that  I  have  as  deeply  at  heart  all 
that  conduces  to  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  . 
happiness  of  my  native  country  as  any  of  ' 
the    hon.    Gentlemen    who  sit  opposite,  i 
though  we  differ  as  widely   as  men  can 
as    to    what    we     believe    will    in    the  ; 
ultimate   resort   benefit    our  country.     I  ■ 
think  it  is  an  invidious  thing  that  they  ( 
should  arrogate  to  themselves  the  claim 
that  they  are  the  only  persons  who  can  , 
have  any  sympathy  with  the  promotion  ' 
of  the  prosperity  and    peace  of   Ireland,  j 
1      have     deep      sympathy     with     the 
Irish  tenants,  because  I  believe  that  they  , 
have   been  coerced  and  misled  to  their 
own  ruin  by  those  very  Gentlemen.     But . 
I    have  no  sympathy  with  the  plan  that 
would  throw  from  the  shoulders  of  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  position  of  ; 
these    misguided     men    the    burden    of 
redressing  their  wrongs,  and   I   have  no 
sympathy   with  the  mode  that  is  adopted  . 
in    this    Bill    to    lend    them    help    and 
succour.     Hon.     Members    opposite    ex- 
pressed anxiety  to  discover  what  would  be 
the   attitude  of  the  Government.      The  ; 
attitude  of  the  Government  to-day  is  what 
it  always  has  been 


he  had  evicted  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
years  ago,  although  the  holding: 
might  be  to-day  in  the  possession 
of  his  successor.  I  do  not  wonder  at 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  year 
after  year,  bringing  this  question  forward, 
because,  whoever  else  the  evicted  tenants 
may  have  claims  upon,  they  have  a  claim 
which  ought  to  hold  in  the  fetters  of 
conscience  the  hon.  Members  opposite, 
who  of  all  the  world  tire  responsible  for 
their  misery.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  said  the  case  of  the  evicted  tenants 
was  due  to  harsh  and  oppressive  land- 
lords, and  not  to  hon.  Members.  If  that 
is  so,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the 
language  which  on  many  occasions  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  used.  He  has  admitted, 
again  and  again,  that  he  is  responsible  for 
the  present  position     - 

Mk.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Give  us  a 
few  extracts. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:    To  starve 
them  out. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  can,  if  necessary, 
give  the  quotations  of  speeches  in  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  sajd  he  was  respon- 
sible, and  would  not  shirk  his  responsibility, 
and  if  he  had  to  act  over  again  be  would 
do  the  same.  Yet  he  now  repudiates  the 
responsibility. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  do  not  repudiate  , 
responsibility.  If  you  mean  in  opposing^ 
cruel  laws,  I  was  responsible.  ^~ 


Mr.  ATKINSON  :  And  that  is,  that 
while  every  facility  should  be  given,  as 
has  been  given,  for  voluntary  arrange- 
ment between  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
while  it  is  a  case  above  all  others  for 
individual  benevolence,  it  is  not  a  case 
for  putting  into  force  any  coercive  powers 
or  relieving  the  distress  of  these  people 
from  public  funds.  That  is  the  reason 
why  the  provision  was  introduced  into 
the  Bill  of  1896  in  order  to  lengthen  the 
time  in  which  the  evicted  tenants  might 
still  retain  the  status  of  tenants,  so  that 
they  might  come  to  friendly  agreement 
with  their  landlords.  But  that  is  an 
absolutely  different  thing,  not  only  in 
degree,  but  in  kind,  from  conferring 
compulsory  powers  upon  any  tribunal  to 
force  back  upon  a  landlord  a  tenant  whom 

Mr.  Atkinson. 


Mr.  ATKINSON:  On  the  13th 
January,  1896,  the  hon.  Gentleman  t=5 
reported  in  the  Freeman,  which  I  bcliev-  — 
is  his  cherished  organ,  to  have  said  — 

"  I  was  responsible,  and  I  am  proud  of  tfc.  -»« 
responsibility ;  and  if  I  was  in  the  sum  zac 
position,  over  again,  I  would  face  the  san  -me 
risks  and  the  same  responsibility." 

He  has  not  only  the  consciousness  of  th*mt 
to  stimulate  him  to  the  effort  of  reinstatii »  i5 
the  tenants,  but  as  a  politician  he  has  a 
thoroughly  personal  interest.  Then,  ^"^ 
reported  in  a  speech  on  the  25th  «-^* 
November,  1891,  he  is  reported  to  hav"^  € 
said — 

14 1  say  further  that  the  cause  of  the  Iru^~  ^ 
tenants,  although  it  is  in  a  prosperous  an^j 
hopeful  condition,  is  not  won  yet.  We  sha^^ 
want  struggles  and  sacrifices  to  bring  ttaa— •** 
cause  to  a  triumphant  issue  ;  and  if  theee  imC-**^ 
who  made  sacrifices  in  the  past,  who  left  theL--^ 
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homes  and  faced  the  wont  fate  that  an  Irish 
tenant  can  be  called  upon  to  face  for  Ireland 
and  the  cause — if  they  were  deserted  and  left 
in  the  lurch  by  the  bod}'  of  their  countrymen, 
I  say  it  would  be  hopeless  for  any  Irish  political 
leader  again  to  call  on  Irish  tenants  to  make 
sacrifices  on  behalf  of  their  class." 


Therefore  if  that  lie  the  opinion  of  the  land- 
lords I  cannot  understand  why  the  hon. 
i.  lent  leman  should  have  responsibility  thrust 
upon  him,  or  why  these  "wounded soldiers" 
of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  should  have  put  i 
Ireland    under    this    inexhaustible    debt  • 
which  no   one  in  that  country  seems  to  \ 
have   any  disposition  to    pay.      We  are 
told    that    the    Plan    of    Campaign     of  I 
1879  and  1880  brought  the  Land  Acts  of 
1*81  and  1887,  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  j 
1885,  and  all  the  subsequent  legislation 
which  has  been  conferred  upon  the  Irish 
tenantry.     The    Irish   tenantry  must  be 
singularly    ungrateful,     because      if    the 
tenants  of  the  500,000  holdings  in  Ireland 
«»iily  contributed    6d.  per  annum   (which 
<loes  not  seem  a  large  pecuniary  sacrifice)  it 
would  yield  XI  2,500  a  year,  and  if  they 
contributed   a   penny   a   week   it   would 
n'eld  £100,000,   and   if  all  these  advan- 
tages have  accrued  from  the  attitude  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign  there 
i*    under    Heaven    no    more   imgrateful 
nice  than  the  Irish.     1  know  from  history 
t  hat  they  are  not  so,  because  when  there  was 
r*"d  need  they  put  the  last  penny  of  their 
wealth  at  the  feet  of  the  great  agitator 
who    was    getting    their   grievances    re- 
pressed.    This  is  not  merely  a  notion  of 
mine-  -because  I  find  in  a  speech  by  Mr. 
William  O'Brien  on  the  13th  September, 
1807,  the  following  language- - 


hon.  Gentleman  who  now  leads  the 
Nationalist  party,  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
1  ber,  said  that  a  sum  of  about  £25,000, 
I  part  of  the  Paris  Fund,  had  been  handed 
:  over  to  Mr.  M'Carthy  on  condittion  that 
;  it  should  l>e  applied  solely  in  the  interests 
of  these  tenants.  The  hon.  Member 
I  suggested  that  the  evicted  tenants  should 
:  ask  Mr.  M'Carthy  to  expend  it  in 
!  re-building  houses,  re-stocking  farms,  and 
!  helping  them  and  their  families  to  get 
1  back  to  their  holdings. 


If 


the    right    hon. 

what     has    been 

I    can   tell  him. 


;  Mr.  DILLON 
'  Gentleman  asks  me 
|  done  with  the  money 
!  Every  penny  has  been  given  to  the 
tenants,  and  a  large  portion  would  have 
J  been  used  for  restoring  the  holdings,  but 
•  we  could  not  get  them. 

!  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Every 
one  in  Ireland  has  l>een  aware  for  several 
years   past   that   £25,000  has  been    ex- 

1  pended  on  the  evicted  tenants. 


Mr.  ATKINSON 
Octol>er,  1899,  this 
editorial  remarks 


Then,  on  the  30th 
paper    made   these 


"We  have  no  desire  to  re-open  old  sores 
when  we  say  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
evicted  tenants  have  been  treated  in  the  i>ast 
has  been  nothing  short  of  a  national  disgrace- 
Tempted  to  forsake  their  homes  by  voluble,, 
but  hare-brained  demagogues,  whose  lips  were- 
slavered  with  false  promises,  and  who  for  the 
advancement  of  the  immediate  mirpose  which 
they  had  in  view  resorted  to  met bods  forbidden 
by  the  laws  of  Hod  and  man  alike,  they  have 
l)een  heartlessly  and  cruelly  deserted.  At  the 
present  moment  a  huge  sum  of  money,  forming 

— , — a  portion  of  the  Paris  Fund,  lies  uselessly  in  the 

^Wribed  is  of  very  little  use  to  the  evicted  '  cotters  of  a  Dublin  bank,  which  should  have 
tenant*.  It  is  something  very  like  a  disgrace  been  long  since  applied  to  the  securing  of  some 
u>  the  country.  After  six  months  appeal  for  such  permanent  settlement  as  that  the  accom- 
tto?  support  of  the  men  whom  the  country  pro-  plishment  of  which  is  now  taken  in  hand  by  a 
rowed  a  thousand  times  over  to  stand  .by,  the  ,  nnmlier  of  patriotic  and  earnest  Irishmen  who 
wiin  subscribed  by  the  whole  country  is  less  realise  how  hopeless  it  is  to  expect  that  those 
than  the  sum  spent  by  any  one  county  in  ,  who  are  primarily  responsible  for  the  ruin 
Ireland  on  sports  or  amusements  within' the  ,  which  was  wrought  will  do  anything  to  repair 
,a*t  year/'  the  effects  of  their  own  blunders." 


"There  is  no  use  in  shirking  any  longer  the 
™t  that  the  miserable  £2,000  that  has  been 


*  w  evicted  tenants  have  great  claims  on 
"°n-  Memliera  who  advised  them  in  this 
course  of  evil,  and  on  the  people  whom 
their  sacrifices  were  supposed  to  serve, 
and  every  benevolent  man's  sympathy 
toust  go  out  to  these  suffering  people  in 
lw  time  of  misfortune,  the  more 
j^psciaHy  as  they  have  l>een  coerced  and 
p»itmy.  There  is  one  thing  which  I  had 
,orBotten.    There  is  the  Paris  Fund.     The 


Mr. 
from  1 


DILLON:   What    piper   is    that 


♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast. 
S.)  :  Tim  Healy's  paper. 


Mr. 
believe, 


ATKINSON  : 
a  well-known 


The   paper 
Nationalist 


is,     I 
organ 
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-associated  with  a  well-known  and  pro- 1  Act  of  1891  numbers  of  holdings  have 
minent  leader  of  the  Irish  party  ;  I  might  ,  been  sold,  and  loans  amounting  to  over 
almost  call  him  a  general  of  division.  It  ;  £12,949  have  been  advanced.  In  addition 
is  from  the  Nation.  I  am  not  surprised  at  to  that,  during  the  last  two  or  three 
the  line  which  my  right  hon.  friend  the  months  amicable  arrangements  have  been 
Chief  Secretary  has  taken.  He  felt  that  made  between  landlords  and  tenants  on 
where  good  work  could  be  done  by  indi-  \  several  Irish  estates,  and  seventy-two 
vidual  effort  it  should  be  encouraged,  and  j  advances  have  been  made,  amounting  to 
where  reinstatement  was  brought  about  i  £12,546.  I  say,  therefore,  it  is  a  fast 
by  agreement  between  the  parties  a  much  ,  diminishing  evil,  which  can  be  dealt  with 
happier  arrangement  could  be  effected  best  by  voluntary  effort  through  societies 
than  where  distrust  was  shown.  Before 
I  go  into  that  it  might  be  as  well  to  put 
the  returns  before  the  House.      In  the 


such  as  that  with  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  is  connected.  There  are  several 
parties  interested  in  the  supplying  of  th< 


twenty  years  from   1897  to  1899  42,831  j  money,    and    it  would    be    an   absolute 
evictions  were  actually  carried  out.  |  departure  from  all  precedent  of  past  legis- 

lation to  make  it  compulsory  upon  any 


Mr.    DILLON :     Monstrous  !       Most 


man  who  owned  land  from  which  a  tenant 
had    l>een    evicted    to    take    back     the 


a     u  '  I  tenant,   whether  he  liked  it  or  not,   and 

I  to  get  rid  of  the  tenant  now  in  occupa- 
Mk.    ATKINSON  :    Of   those    28,703  j  tion.     What  is  the  claim  made  on  lwhalf 

were  curried  out  before  the  end  of  the  !  °*    *«    tenant   wh.^    * .  is  ^g^te*!, 

i  on/?      rpi  ,1A  nnn  £         4.1.  *  '  should  be  reinstated  I   it  is  not  because  he 

year  1896.     There  were  20,000  from  that  ;  ^  Wn  eyM     -t  -s  ^  ^^  he  ^ 

date   down  to  the  end  of   1899.     At  the  .  not  ^^  hig  rent  on  ilccollnt  0f  poverty; 
present  time  there  are  only  2,509  holdings  •  it  is  because  he  is  a  u  wounded  soldier  M 
in  the   hands  of  either  the  landlords  or  j  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign, 
other  parties.     Therefore  there  must  have  I 
l>eeii    40,000    of     those    evicted  during  ■ 

the     last     twenty     years,     the     period  j      Mr.  CREAN :  The   scope   of  the  Bill 
covered      by      this  "  Bill,     who      have  !  would  include  all. 
been      restored      to       their       holdings.  , 
There  are  at  present  only  2,519  holdings  ! 

in  Ireland  which  are  either  derelict  or  in  |      Mk.  ATKINSON  :  Yes.     But  in  spirit 
the  landlords  hands,  and  the  total  number    I    understood    it    was    confined    to  the 
of  holdings  in  Ireland  is  584,285.     The  j  soldiers  of  the  war— to  the  men  who  had 
•actual   number   of  evictions   which    took    gone  out  of  their  holdings  for  the  pur-    _ 
place  last  year  down  to  December  31  was  ;  pose  of  carrying  on  this  war. 
only  454,  the  lowest  figure  that  has  l>cen  ; 

reached  for  the  hat  thirty  year*.     As  to  j      V,K       CREAN  .      Those      partfcuk    -, 
the  planters    they  aro.   by   no  means  a  .  tenantg  ,  ^  were  entitled  to  the  sva-». 
numerous  body.     They  are  men  brought  ■       hy  ()f  the  House 
by  a  society  to  occupy  farms  from  which  |  r 
tenants  were  evicted  for  having  adopted  ■ 

the  Plan  of  Campaign.  On  each  side  it :  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  That  is  exact  lv 
is  a  war  measure,  but  there  must  be  j  what  I  am  endeavouring  to  convey.  AVHiit 
thousands  of  tenants  who  were  either  re-  i  1  am  endeavouring  to  convey  is  that  t,\i? 
admitted  or  reinstated  for  the  first  time  [  tenants  who  are  supposed  to  have  ir»05it 
after  those  evictions.  I  therefore  take  j  claim  on  the  consideration  of  the  Gov**1"11" 
exactly  the  position  that  my  right  hon.  ment  are  those  tevicted,  not  by  reason  *" 
friend  the  Chief  Secretary  did  upon  a  pre-  poverty,  but  by  reason  of  their  refusal  tA) 
vious  occasion.  I  say  that  this  is  a  fast  =  pay.  The  hon.  Meml>er  who  introdi*^**^! 
decreasing  evil,  and  that  it  is  not  this  Bill  appealed  to  the  generosity 
decreasing  by  death  or  emigration,  as  the  i  the  Government  and  called  upon  thenm  t0 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  suggested.  uhcal  old  sores."  If  the  wish  of  the  fi**'1. 
Although  it  is  undoubtedly  the  truth  that ;  Member  opposite  were  acceded  to  I  ***!! 
under  the  clause  of  the  Bill  of  1886  afraid  that  now,  as  heretofore,  they  wo*** 
very  few  purchases  have  l>een  effected,  '  tell  the  people  whom  it  was  intended  ^. 
yet  under  the  corresponding  section  of  the  ,  benefit  that  they  had  nothing  to  exp^*^ 
Mr.  Atkinson. 
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from  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  from  its  tenderness,   but  that 
their  hon.    Members    had  wrung   from 
the      fears     and      embarrassments      of 
the      Government     what     they     could 
not    get    from    their    sense    of    justice. 
This  would  be  held  up  as  another  instance 
of  successful  agitation.      That  is  not  a 
very    good    reason    to   press   upon    the 
Government.     One  of  the  reasons  of  the 
hon.   Gentleman  who  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  was  that  the  war  was 
over.     He  asked  us  to  treat  these  evicted 
tenants  as  wounded  soldiers  in  the  cam- 
paign, and  to  begin  by  endeavouring  to 
heal  old  sores.     Is  the  war  over  ?    [An 
Irish  Member  :  Do  not  ask  me.]    If  it  be 
true  that  the  same  gentlemen  whose  victims 
these  tenants  are  are  now  instigating  a 
war  for  the  same  object,  with  the  same 
methods,  and  for  the  same  ends,  it  is  a 
Htrange  time  to  appeal  to  the  Government 
to  legislate  in  an  exceptional  way  for  this 
dags.    I  do  not  intend  to  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  House  by  quoting  from  the 
*pceches  of    the  hon.    Member  for  East 
Mayo  passages  in  which  he  exhorted  the 
tenantry  in  different  parts  of  Ireland  to 
nave  recourse  again  to  the  methods  of 
*h«      plan     of     campaign,     to    boycott, 
to       intimidate     (for    that    is     involved 
Necessarily     in    boycotting),    to     efforts 
tu     drive    out,    destroy,    and    overcome 
*■**-*     landlords.        In    that    case     it    is 
*h<*     tenants    who    suffer — they  are   the 
.%  bounded  soldiers,"  as  they  are  described, 
11  *  that  fight.     Is  it  not  strange  to  address 
**x    appeal  to  the  Government    on    the 
Src>und  that  the  war  is  over,  at  a  time 
£*hen  it  is  raging  in  another  part  of  the 
™dd  1    The  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
appealed  to    me  to    consider    that    the 
^vernment  are  responsible  for  the  peace 
^  Ireland.     Yes,  Sir,  we  are  responsible 
tor  the  peace  of  Ireland,  and  we  feel  the 
full  weight  of  that  responsibility,  but  it 
W(>uld  be  impossible  for  any  man  who  is 
responsible  for  the  peace  of  Ireland  not  to 
think  twice — however  anxious  he  may  be 
^  benefit  these  men — of  what  would  be 
^effect  upon  the  existing  agitation  of 
leasing  sucn  a  measure  as  this.     If,   to 
Jj*  the  words  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  we  had  turned  down  the  last 
!*££  in  the  history  of  agrarian  legislation 
ln  Ireland,  one  might  be  disposed  to  look 
j^erly  at  propositions  such  as  that  em- 
[****A  in  this  Bill.     But  at    the  very 
:ltne  another    agitation     is    going    on 
°r  the  same    end,   I    am    afraid    one 


cannot  help  considering  what  would  be- 
the  effect  of  legislation  of  this  kind.  One 
of  the  direct  effects  would  be  to  show  the 
people  of  Ireland  how  certain  they  were  to. 
find  that  the  pledges  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site had  given  would  be  redeemed,  if  not 
out  of  funds  provided  by  them  or  by  the 
Irish  people,  in  the  last  resort  by  funds 
provided  out  of  the  Imperial  exchequer.  It 
would  rehabilitate  and  consolidate  the 
powers  of  hon.  Members  who  have  joined 
in  the  agitation,  and  would  renew  the 
very  evils  it  was  sought  to  remedy.  The 
Government  think,  first  of  all,  that  legis- 
lation of  this  kind  is  a  mistake ;  secondly, 
that  there  is  no  imperative  necessity  to 
justify  it ;  and  thirdly,  that  if  passed  it 
would  have  a  vicious  and  far-reaching  and 
injurious  effect.  Much,  therefore,  as  we 
sympathise  with  the  evicted  tenants,  we 
cannot  see  our  way  to  support  legislation 
which  would  create  again  the  difficulties, 
which  arc  in  course  of  being  solved. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  K) :. 
I  confess  I  cannot  say  that  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  surprised 
t  or  disappointed   me,   }>ceause   my   expe- 
I  rience  of  Tory  Governments  is  that  while 
'  they    express    in    words     the     greatest 
i  possible   sympathy  for  the   sufferings   of 
'  people  in   Ireland,  when  they  come  into. 
1  power,  and  can  by  legislation  remedy  the 
I  wrongs  they  have  so  eloquently  pointed 
J  out  in  Opposition,  they  change  their  note* 
I  altogether  and   their  sympathy   is   con- 
I  verted  into  obdurate  refusal.     I  do  not 
suppose  the  caustic  language  of  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  has  inflicted  pain  on  any 
of  the  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway. 
But  if  it  has,  I  think  they  are  themselves 
in  some  respects  to  blame,  because,  instead! 
of    resting  their    case    upon    the    solid 
foundation    of     justice    to    the    evicted 
tenants,  they  try  to  appeal  to  the  com- 
passionate feelings  of  the  Government  in 
the  hope  of  making  them,  alter  the  tradi- 
tions of  Tory  administration.     It  is  per- 
fectly vain,  in  my  opinion,  to  appeal  to 
the  present  Government,,  and,,  therefore,  I 
shall   merely   call   the  attention    of  the 
House   to   what   it   has   to  determine   - 
namely,  whether   this   particular  Bill   is 
worthy    of    a    Second   Reading   or   not.. 
The    right   hon.   and  learned    Attorney 
General     did      not     point     out      what 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were,  nor  did  he 
condescend  to  criticise  the  substance  or 
the  form  of  the  measure..  There  is  nothing. 
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new  in  this  Bill.  We  have  heard  a  great  compulsory,  but  a  court  of  arbitration 
deal  from  him  about  the  Paris  Fund,  about  wa8  80t  up.  In  aU  other  re8pect8  jt  wa8 
boycotting,  about  wounded  soldiers  but ,  the  same  ag  thi  with  tfce  distinction 
vvve  have  heaid  nothing  of  the  recognition    A,    ^     ^,  .      •>.„         ,     .  .        T 

«>f  some  right  on  the  part  of  the  evicted  .  *hat  thls  B,U  «***«**  the  Land 
tenants  of  Ireland  to  be  reinstated  in  Commission  —  which  is  the  favourite 
their  farms.  My  right  hon.  and  learned  j  tribunal  of  the  present  Government,  and 
friend  has  not  told  the   House  that  this    on   which  they  have   built  so  much  ex- 


Bill  does  little  more  than  embody  the 
i  recommendations  of  the  Mathew  Com- 
mission, which  was  one  of  great  weight, 
.-and  which  went  fully  into  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  tenants'  case  in  Ireland  in 
1893  and  1894.  Sections  of  this  Bill 
..formulate  the  recommendations  of  that 
Committee.  With  a  view  of  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  of  that  Commission 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Montrose  Burghs  in  1894  introduced  a 
Bill  which  was  read  a  third  time  by  this 
House. 


Mr.    ATKINSON:     There    were    no 
'Compulsory  powers  to  acquire  land. 

■"♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL:  I  am  going 
to  state  what  that  Bill  was  and  con- 
trast it  with  the  present  Bill.  Both 
Bills  recognise  the  justice  of  rein- 
stating the  unfortunate  evicted  tenants. 
In  the  Bill  of    1894  arbitration  was  not 


poctation  in  the  way  of  regenerating 
i  Ireland  —for  arbitration  and  the  Land 
Court  will  have  the  option  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  powers  of  the  Bill 
shall  l>e  put  in  force  or  not.  If  the  tenant 
has  been  an  unworthy  object  of  considera- 
tion, if  he  has  been  houghing  cattle  or 
aoing  any  of  those  terrible  acts  which 
some  hon.  Members  of  the  House  seem  to 

flory  in  holding  up  to  the  view  of  this 
louse  for  the  purpose  of  degrading  their 
country,  the  Land  Commission  will  have 
the  full  power  of  taking  them  into  account 
and  giving  effect  to  those  circumstances. 
I  do  beg  the  House  in  common  justice 
to  give  this  Bill  a  Second  Reading,  and 
in  Committee  every  blot  and  defect,  so 
as  to  meet  the  ends  of  justice,  can  he 
amended. 


Question  put. 

The    House     divided:  —  Ayes,     136 
Noes,  232.     (Division  List  No*  31.) 


.'Abraham,  Vsm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  "NVilliam  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Ambrose.  Kobert 
Ashton,  Thomas  (lair 
Atherle>-Jones.  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  \V.) 

.  Bainbridge.  Emerson 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bavlev,  Thoi»as  (Derbyshire) 
Bifison,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Broadhurrst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Toinlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Byburn 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
v?qa  b^.  ■» 
Caldwell,  James 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Canniehael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson  - 
Carvill, Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 
( 'auston,  Richard  Knight 
(.'banning,  Francis  A  list  on 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
'rean,  Eugene 

Serj&t  n  t  Hemph  HI 


AYES. 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal)  ' 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.)        \ 

Dalziel,  Jamas  Henry  I 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Emmott,  Alfred 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evan*,SirFrancisH.  (South*  ton 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fly nn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 


Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  Jomi  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniiuan,  Frederick  Joh«~* 
Humphreya-Owen,  Arthur" 

Jones,  Wm.  (CarnarvonsI*  "* 

Kav-Shuttle\vorth,RtHnS  • 
Kiloride,  Dennis 
Kinloch,SirJohuGeorgeSu'»  ^ 

LawsonSirWiifritl(Cumb'l^*- 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Aecringt^"* 
Lenjj,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyefi,  Sir  Leonard 

Macaleese,  Dan  iel 
MacNeill,  Joiin  Gordon  S*** 
McDermott  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  Wdliam 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
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M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
M*llor,  Rt.Hon.  J.  W.(Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigimiund  Ferdinand 
Mollov,  Bernard  Charles 
Montagu,Sir  8.  (Whitechapel) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Norton,  dipt.  Cecil  William 
N  u*sey,  Thomas  Willans 

O' Brien,  James  F.  X.   (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J  as.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
OMalley,  William 

Pamell,  John  Howard 
VVtlipps,  John  Wynford 
Vickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
V«»wer,  Patrick  .Joseph 
IMee,  Robert  John 


{21  Febrcaky  1900} 

.  Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 
!  Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

■  Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
1  Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
I  Rotaon,  William  Snowdon 

,  Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Chas.  E.  (Stafford) 

,  Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shored itch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westineath) 
Sullivan,  T.  I).  (Donegal.  W.) 

i  Tanner,  Charles  K earns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas, Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. ) 


{Ireland)  Bill. 


702 


Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully.  Jasper 

Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts. 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norfolk ) 
Wilson,Henry  J. ( York,  W.R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,Jos.H.'(Middlesbrough 
Woodhouse,SirJT  (Huddersf  d 
Woods,  Samuel 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
YoxaH,  .lames  Henry 

TELLEK55     FOR     THE     AYES— 

Captain  Donelan  and    Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


A  eland-Hood,  Capt  Sir  A.  F. 

Ainl,  John 

Allhusen,  Augustus  H.  FMen 
AlUsoppt  Hon.  Gaorge 
An**on,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arxrhdale,  Edward  Mervvn 
^moM-Forster,  Hugh  O*. 
)rr«l,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

J^-iitl,  John  George  Alexander 
^-Idwin.  Alfred 
j**Wour,Rt  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch'r) 
{r^nbnry,  Fredk.  George 
{fairies,  Frederic  Gorefl 
|^»^\RtHnAH.Smith-(Hunts 
JJ^^tley,  George  C  T. 
**^H<h,RtHn.SirM.H.  (Bristol) 
JT^kett,  Ernest  William 


**-«<g»  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
^iiirode,  Sir  Henry  Howe 

I 

i.lundell,  Colonel  Henry 

T*o*     -   -  - 


•»J?thell,  Commander 
Sj^dulph,  Michael 

i  **ark  iaf/»n-  Hnnntnn 


**! 


^kiston- Houston,  John 


%  .-*Ulnois,  Edmund 
Ir^UMtield,  William  Robert 
i*°*vles,  Cant.  H.F.( Middlesex 
S^^wev.  Albert 
|?*"odrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
£?rown,  Alexander  H. 
J***Uard,  Sir  Harry 

Etcher,  John  George 
{  « 

,**.r*on,  Rt  Hon.  Edwanl 
€  ;*^x*enilish.  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
^  ,^veiulish,  V.C.  W.(Derbysh. ) 
<  „**yzcr.  Sir  ( 'harles  William 
\:**}\  Kvelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
<^"il,  lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
y*»amWlain,RtHon.J.(Birm. 
<;***raberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
..Win,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
,nel^v  Viscount 
:.°adineton,  Sir  William 
^  °neb,  llenjamin  Louis 


NOES. 

rollings.  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,Sir  Job  nCharles  Read  v 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgo  w ) 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.  Edw.T.D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
<  'urrie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,  Viscount 

Davis.  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Donkm,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  K. 
Doughty,  George 
Doxford,  Sir  William  T. 
Buncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  I). 

Fal»er,  George  DenUon 
Fardel),  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.SirJ.{Man.) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  (ieorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robt.  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
F'ry,  Lewis 

|  Galloway,  William  Johnson 

(ledge,  Sydney 

Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
'  Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
1  Gilliat,  John  Saunders 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
j  Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
I  Gordon,  Hon.  John  Kdward 


Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldou 
G ou Ming,  Edward  Alfred 
( iraham,  Henry  Roliert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
( Jreen,  Waif  ord  I )( Wednesbury 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury)" 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
( I  nil,  Sir  ( 'ameron 

Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Ht  Hon.  Rbt.  Win. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath.  James 
Heaton.  John  Henniker 
II elder,  Augustus 
Hill,  Rt.Hn.A.Staveley(Staffs 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Griee- 

Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  .John  Jones 
J  esse  1,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  .lames 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Win. 
Keswick.  William 
Kiml>er,  Henry 
King.  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 

Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence.SirE.Durning(Corn) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea.SirThomas  (Londonderry) 
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lA*ky,Rt.Hn.WillianiEdw.H. 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Llewely  n,Sir  Dillwyn(S  wanwea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  K. 
Lodcr,  Gerald  Walter  Krnkine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Rrownlee 
Lome,  Marquee  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lo\vther,Rt.  Hon.  James  ( Kent 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Liu-as-Shadwell,  William 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  C.  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
M'Killon,  James 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulpli 
Mas»ey -Main  waring,  Hon  W.  F 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Thrograorton 
MilbankjSirPowietU'hasJohn 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu, Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
More,  R.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (M  onm'  thuhire) 
Morrell,  George  Herliert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Rute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 


Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Rath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 

Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torren* 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Parke*,  El>cnezer 

Penn,  John 

Phill potts,  Captain  Arthur 

Pilkington,R.(Lancs.,Newton) 

Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  Horace  C. 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne  j 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander  j 
Richards,  Henry  Charles  j 

Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepl) 
Ridley,  Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Rol>ert8on,  H.  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild, Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.(  Cheltenham 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herliert  Dudley 

Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
1  Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.Col.  E.  J. 
Savory,  8ir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 


Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Rnfrw.) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire* 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Ixmis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks. 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  E.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stcwart.SirMarkJ.M'Tafigart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt.  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 

Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.(Oxf  dUni. 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  Edw. Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Welwter,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestereh,N. ) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Yerburgh,  Roliert  Armstrong 

Tkllehs  fok  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Words  added. 

Main  Question,  an  amended,  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  six  months. 

SOITH  AFRICAN    WAR— NEWS   FROM 
THE  FRONT. 

On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment, 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
AY.)  :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  House  whether  he 
can  supply  any  authentic  information  as 
to  the  operations  going  on  at  the  front  ? 


The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
No,  Sir,  the  Government  have  no  infor- 
mation. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON :  Is  it  true*  a* 
reported,  that  General  Hector  Macdonald 
is  severely  wounded  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  1  understand  there  w- 
a  report  to  that  effect,  but  I  do  not  quite^- 
know  what  is  the.  basis  of  it. 


Adjourned   at  twenty  minut 

l>efore  Six  of  the  cloclc— 
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EARL  OF  DESART. 

Petition  of  Hamilton  John  Agmondes- 
ham  Cuffe,  Earl  of  Desart,  claiming  a 
right  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Repre- 
sentative Peers  for  Ireland ;  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereupon  to  the  House. 

LORD  DUNBOYNE. 
Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
that  the  right  of  Robert  St.  John  Fitz- 
Walter  Butler,  Baron  of  Dunboyne,  to 
vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Tabic. 

SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The   Lord    Chancellor   acquainted 

the  House  that  Her  Majesty    had    (by 

Commission)  appointed  the  present  and 

future  Lords  of  Appeal  in  Ordinary,  or 

:  one  of  them,  Speaker  of  the  House  for 

s  the  purpose  of  the  hearing  and  determin- 

t  ation  of  Appeals  and  the   matters   con- 

>  nected  therewith,  in  the  absence  of  the 

:  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the 

j  Ureat  Seal,    or  any  former  Lord  Chan- 

:  cellor  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal. 
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WESTGATE  AND  BIRCHINGTON 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 


EXMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [h.l. J. 

LONDON    HYDRAULIC    POWER    COM- 
PANY BILL  [H.L.]. 

NORTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL[h.l.]. 

NORTHEASTERN     RAILWAY    (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

FISHGUARD  AND  ROSSLARE  RAIL- 
WAYS AND  HARBOURS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

RHYMNEY  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT  SOUTH  KRN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [h.l  ]. 


GREAT     SOUTHERN    AND    WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

IMSCHENETZKY'S    URALITE   PATENT 


BILL  [ill.]. 


Read  2* 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


niVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficates from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

Bristol  Water  [h.l.1 

Bexhill  and  Rotherneld  Railway  [h.l.]. 

Dorking  Water  [H.L.]. 

uverpool  Overhead  Kailway  [h.l.].         i 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  [h.l.].  , 

*>uth  Essex  Water  [h.l.],  j 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Stand  j 
Rii  ^er8  applicable  to    the    following 
Kl"  have  been  complied  with  : 

^estone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tram-  j 
foads.  I 

TaM    8ame  were  orc*ered  to  h'0  on  tne 

y0U  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


HISTORICAL    MANUSCRIPTS    COM- 
MISSION. 

Message  from  the  Commons  for  copy 
of  the  Manuscripts  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
Volume  I.  (New  Series).  Ordered  to  be 
communicated  accordingly. 

TRADE  REPORTS    (ANNUAL    SERIES;. 
No.  2382.  United  States  (New  Orleans 
and  District).      Presented  (by  command), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SOUTH    AUSTRALIA. 
The    Constitution     Amendment     Act, 
1899,  No.   731.     Laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie   on 
the  Table. 


YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  RILL  [h.l.> 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
youthful  offenders,  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith-  -Was  presented  by 
the  Lord  James  of  Hereford ;  read  1"  ; 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2a  on 
Thursday  next.     (No.  13.) 

2  D 
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MONEY-LENDING  BILL  [h.l.].  »  ought    to    he    encouraged    rather    than 

[Second  Reading.]  !  checked  hy  legislation.     I  have,  therefore, 

sought  to  limit  this  Bill  to  the  evil  that  it 

Oiiler    of    the    Day    for   the    Second  !  has  been  thought  ought  to  be  dealt  with, 
Heading  read.  ,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  remove  from 

■  its  scope  every  class  of  the  community 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  My  ;  except   those   professional  money-lenders 
Lords,  my  duty  in  asking  your  assent  to  i  whom  we  recognised  last  year  were  men 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  is,  I  am  !  whose     proceedings     were     of    an    evil 
happy  to  say,  almost  of  a  formal  character,  i  character.     I   have  done  that  by  means 
Your  Lordships  will  remember  that  during  ,  of  the  definition  which  now  exists  in  the 
the  last  session  of  Parliament  a  similar  '  Bill,  and  by  special  exemption  of  certain 
Bill  was  introduced  into  this  House,  and    classes     of     fair     dealers.       Those     are 
passed  through  its  different  stages  without  •  enumerated.      The     Bill    of    last     year 
any  expression  or  recorded  expression  of    required  that  every  money-lender  should 
dissent  from  your  Lordships.      The  Bill !  register  himself  as  such,  and  if  he  entered 
that  is  now  being  introduced  by  the  Gov-  i  into    any    contract    when    he    was    not 
eminent  is  almost  identical  with  that  Bill,    registered     that     contract     would      he 
There  are,  however,  one  or  two  alterations  j  absolutely  void,  and  would  l>e  set  entirely 
of  a  purely  drafting  character,  and  others  !  on  one  side.     It  was  pointed  out  to  me 
of  not  very  important  effect,  upon  which  I  !  by   Members  connected  with   the    legal 
need   not  dwell   except  just  to  mention  i  profession  that  there  may  be  men,  under 
them.     Your  Lordships  will  recollect  that ;  that    definition    in   the    Bill,  who  have 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced  last  year  I  |  doubts     whether     they     ought     to    lie 
stated  that  it  was  of  such  a  character  that  |  registered  or  not,  and  if  a  man  in  perfectly 
great  care  ought  to  be  taken  so  as  not  to  '  good  faith  made  the  error  of  thinking  he 
affect   interests   with   which  we  did  not  j  did  not  come  within  the  Bill,  and  if  he 
desire  to  interfere.     1  knew  the  difficulty  |  did  not  register,  the  effect  would  be  that 
of  the  task  of  avoiding  interfering  with  I  if  he  had  advanced  ,£50,000  or  £100,000 
the   interests   of    those    who    were    not    he   would,  by   virtue    of    that   error   of 
sought  to  be  affected  by  the  Bill.     I  then  j  judgment,  lose  the  whole  of  the  money, 
asked  for  assistance  from  Members  of  your  I  Well,  my  I^ords,  that  was  a  penalty  which 
Lordships'  House,  and  even  from  others,  ,  was   out   of   proportion   to    the    offenc*. 
so   that  suggestions   might   be   made  to  I  Therefore  I  have,  in  this  Bill,  so  altered 
remedy  any  injurious  effects  that  it  was    the  proposed  provisions  that  non-registr»- 
thought  the  Bill  might  produce.  I  received    tion  shall  not  vitiate  the  security,  buttb** 
a  great  deal  of  assistance  from  those  whose  '  the   offence   shall   be  met  by  a  penalty 
opinions  are  of  great  practical  value — from  ;  which  will  be  affected  in  its  amount  by  the 
the  Law  Society  of  England,  the  Faculty  j  nature  of  the  offence  committed :  that  i*» 
of  Advocates  of  Scotland  in  Edinburgh,  ;  whether  it   was   intentional  or  iininte*1* 
and  the  Faculty  of  Procurators  in  Glasgow,  '  tional.     It  was  also  pointed  out  to  m<?» 
and  from  men  of  commercial  experience,    from  the  same  legal  source,  that  if  y<^ 
who  pointed  out  to  me  the  difficulties  that    declare   void   all   contracts  made  by  u*1" 
would  arise  if  the  Bill  had  become  law  as  ;  registered  money-lenders,  including  con* 
originally  framed.     The  suggestions  they  '  tracts  in  the  hands  of  innocent  transferee8 
made  were  of  great  practical  utility,  and  j  and  assignees,  it  would  be  inflicting  a  pe*1" 
they  were  made  with   the  most  sincere  !  alty  upon  persons  who  had  not  erred  at  9& 
desire    to     assist     the    passing    of     the  i  The  present  Bill  is,  therefore,  framed  *n 
Bill    and    not    to    oppose    it.      I   have,    such  a  manner  that  it  will  not  vitiate    * 
I    hope    and    believe,    met     every     one  |  security  in  the  hands  of  a  bona  fide  \uA&& 
of  the  objections  to  the  Bill.     I  have  done  j  for  value.     Only  the  money-lender  wh° 
my  very  utmost,  and  the  Government  has  ■  ha*   jjassed   a    security    to    an    innoc©1'* 
done  its   very   utmost,  to    prevent    this  ■  holder  can  be  sued,  and  the  person  injure** 
measure  interfering  with  those  who  are  '  must  look  to  the  money-lender  to  rccu**P 
not  intended  to  be  reached  by  it.     The  !  him,  and  must  not  test  the  matter  wit* 
free   circulation   of   money  is  absolutely .  the     innocent     transferee.       There    <**? 
essential  to  the  commercial  interests  of  !  scarcely  any  other  alterations  in  the  J?*' 
this  country,  and  there  is  a  borrowing  and  i  except  those  1  have  mentioned.     In  d** 
lending    of    money    demanded     by    the  I  Bill   of  last  year  it  was  provided  tha*  * 
interests  of  our  industrial  classes  which  ,  man  must  be  registered  in  his  own  raS0^* 
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770 


Under  the  present  measure  it  is  sufficient 
for  him  to  register  under  one  name, 
whether  assumed  or  not,  but  it  must  l>e 
the  name  under  which  he  carries  on  busi- 
ness. I  purposely  avoid  entering  on  the 
general  consideration  which  your  Lord- 
ships were  good  enough  to  extend  to  this 
Bill  when  it  was  submitted  last  year.  As 
vou  are  aware,  this  Bill  passed  through 
stage  after  stage  with  the  uncontradicted, 
untested  assent  of  your  Lordships,  but  de- 
mands upon  the  time  of  the  House  of 
Commons  prevented  the  Bill  Incoming 
law  last  session.  I  have  every  reason  to 
hope  and  believe  that  the  public  have 
made  such  demands  for  this  Bill  that  a 
better  fate  will  be  dealt  out  to  it  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  and  I  trust 
that  with  the  assistance  of  your  Lord- 
ships and  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  the  Bill  will  be  passed  into  law 
Wore  the  close  of  the  present  session. 

Read  2«  (according  to  Oder),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursdav  next. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN    WAR-NEWS    FROM 
THE    FRONT. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  has  any  war  news  to 
ttmmunicate  to  the  House. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
•%  noble  friend  Lord  Lansdowne  is  at 
Windsor,  but  he  has  sent  me  the  following 
telegram  from  Lord  Rolierts.  It  is  not 
v«y  conclusive,  but  may  l>e  worth  reading 
to  the  House— 

"  Paardebeig,  February  21. 

"  Yeatenlay  afternoon  I  was  Matixfied  by  a 
<*ttfal  reconnaissance  in  force  of  the  enemy'*  i 
P<*itioii  that  I  could  not  amault  it  without  a  | 
T«r?  heavy  Iosm,  which  I  was  moxt  anxious  to  i 

"Accordingly,  I  decided  to  bombard  him  with  I 
*rtiUery  ana  to   turn  my  attention  to  the 
fa*nr,i  reinforcements.  ' 

"  The  result  was  most  mtisfactory.  The  Boer*  j 
*tt«  driven  off  in  all  direction!*,  lowing  a  good  > 
1Qtty  lolled  and  wounded  and  alxmt  fifty  I 
Prittnen,  who  state  that  they  arrived  from 
^ywnith  two  days  ago  by  railway.  They  I 
**ythat  it  was  oar  artillery  fire  which  caused  j 
tfo&   to    abandon    the    kopje    they    were  ' 


—rlowi  consisted  of  two  officers  Captain  ' 
£*pbeu,  9th  Lancers,  and  Lieutenant  j 
Ufctaton,  Royal  Hone  Artillery,  and  four  men,  I 
*U«&ghtiy  wounded." 


Earl  CARRINGTON :  May  I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  whether  the  report  that 
an  armistice  has  l>een  asked  for  by 
General  Cronje  has  been  confirmed  ? 

Thk  Marchess  of  SALISBURY :  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  it  whatever. 

SETTLEMENT  AT  CLOSE  OF  WAR- 
TREATIES  WITH  OR  INTERFERENCE 
OF  FOREIGN  POWERS. 

Lord  TEYNHAM  :  My  Lords,  the 
question  which  I  desire  to  put  to  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Prime  Minister- - 
namely,  whether  there  exists  any  treaty 
with  a  foreign  Power  bearing  on  the 
ultimate  settlement  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
Free  State  Republics  on  the  other-  - 
relates  to  a  matter  which  has  excited 
some  public  interest.  There  is  an  uneasy 
feeling  that  when  the  end  of  the  war 
comes  -and  we  all  trust  that  the  events 
of  the  last  few  days  have  brought  the 
end  appreciably  nearer-  -the  Government 
will  not  have  altogether  a  free  hand  in 
I  dealing  with  the  Boer  Republics.  There 
j  is  a  suspicion  that  some  sort  of  treaty,  or 
i  agreement,  or  understanding  exists  with 
I  Germany  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
secure  some  measure  of  independence  for 
the  Boers.  It  is  to  ascertain  whether 
there  is  any  justification  for  that  suspicion 
that  I  have  placed  my  question  on  the 
Paper.  There  have  been  references  made 
to  the  coming  settlement  by  Ministers  in 
their  speeches.  In  his  Guildhall  speech 
on  the  9th  of  November  last  the 
Prime  Minister  made  a  remark  which 
was  supposed  to  bear  on  the  subject. 
The  noble  Marquess  said,  *•  We  seek  no 
territory." 

Thk  Mar^kss  of  SALISBURY:  I 
said  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 

Lord  TEYNHAM  :  That  is  so,  but  the 
noble  Marquess  made  use  of  the 
expression,  %t  We  seek  no  territory."  Il 
is  one  thing  not  to  seek  territory.  It  is 
another  thing  not  to  hesitate  if  necessity 
should  arise  to  acquire  territory  for  our 
protection  and  for  the  security  of  our 
colonies.  I  venture  to  think  that  no 
settlement,  in  this  case,  will  be  satisfactory 
to  this  country  or  to  the  colonies,  who 
have  come  loyally  to  our  assistance,  and 
especially  to  the  loyalists  of  Natal  and 
Cape  Colony,  which  does  not  provide  for 

•2  I)  2 


Board  of  {LORDS}  Education  Act.  < 

absorption  into  the  British  Empire  of  j  culty  in  giving  a  very  complete  arawi 

Transvaal  and  Free  State  Republics. !  We  have  no  engagements  with  any  Pow 

•.  Chamberlain  in  a  recent  speech  has  |  whatever  with  respect  to  the  course  i 

o   referred   to   the   subject.     He   said  j  shall    take    with    regard    to    the     Bo 

at  :  Republics,  and  no  Power  has  ever  ask* 

t  XT  .        ....t  i  -i  '  us  or  suggested  to  us  to  enter  into  ai 

"  Never  again  with  our  consent,  while  we  ;        ,         ^ 


ave  the  ]>ower.  shall  the  Hoers  be  able  to  erect 
i  the  heart  of  South  Africa  a  citadel  whence 
>roceed  disaffection  and  race  animosities; 
lever  again  shall  they  l>e  able  to  endanger  the 
paramountry  of  Great   Britain  ;   never  again 


such  arrangement. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  ACT,  1809 
CONSTITUTION  OF  LOCAL  AUTHOB 
TIES. 


shall  they  be  ahle  to  treat  an  Englishman  as  "    -T^-fc_,™.       ,    ,  , 

if  he  belonged  to  an  infeiior  race."*  LORD  NORTON  :     1    beg    to   ask   tl 

_.  ...  .  .1  noble  Duke  the  Lord  President  of   tl 

That  is  a  satisfying  statement  so  far  as  it  Coundl  whether  thc  Bmrd  Gf  Educatic 
goes,  but  I  have  not  much  faith  m  the  ,  Act  of  last  8ession  C()mc8  {nU)  fon 
term  "  paramount cy.  A\e  have  had ,  on  the  lgt  of  A  n  when  tho  j^ 
pammoujitcy  before,  and  it  is  because  we  montal  Committee  appointed  to  coi 
toivehadpimmountcyand not  sovereignty  gider  thc  consequent  changes  ( 
-the  shadow  and  not  the  reality— that ;  8taff  and  of  ^^^  ;8  likely  ^  p 
we  are  at  war  at  the  present  moment.  I  j  ^  .  and  when  he  h  U)  iIltroduce  th 
think  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  ft,,  for  con8tituting  tho  locai  .luthoritie 
Mr.  Chamberlain  had  been .able  to  declare  j  to  out  the  new  8V8tem      Mv  obec 

that  the  conduct  of  the  Boer  Republics  ;  in  Mki  thegc  lM!gtionil  iH  to 'let  yon 
had  rendered  them  unworthy  of  indepen- ,  Lordships  be  thoroughlv  informed  of  th 
deuce,  and  that   therefore     in   our   own  ,  nt  vmition  with    '-a  to  llatioiul 

interests,  they  would  not  be  allowed  to    education.     Wc  lllav  hope,  1K)W  that  ^ 
retain  it.     I  do  not  ask  the  Government  ;  light  ha8  come        *      our  —^  war    ' 
to  make  any  premature  statement  as  to  :  piexitieSj  that  great  que8tions  of  domesti 
what  will  happen  at  the  end  of  the  war.  .  legWation  wiU         forward,  and  there  : 
I   for  one,  am  perfectly  confident  that  if  j  certainly  no  domestic  question  more  in 
the  Government  have  a  free  hand  they  I  ^^^  than  that  of  national  cducatio 
will   deal   justly    with     the    Boon    and  .  £he  time  jg  ghort>  even  nf       for  the  lor 
also  with  full  regard  to  British  interests,  j  de,mtcg  which  app  HkeIv  tQ  toke     lace  , 
But  the  question  is,  will  the  Government ,  the  m  t0  which  j  have  referred,  especial 
have  a  free  hand,  or  will  thev  lie  ham- 1  in  the  othei.  HoU80    The  subject  has  be 
pored  by  some  agreement,  which  wc  know  ,  aIready  ha]f  dealt  with  bv  the  Board 
nothing  of  with  (rermany  or  some  other  '  Education  Act  passed  last  session.     W 
Power  ?     If  the  answer  to  my  intention  is  |  arc  uow  wmteA  are  the  \oca]  authori 
in  the  negative  it  will  set  at  rest  a  serious  j  U)  cmy  out  the  nnw  gvrteni-     The 
doubt  entertained  by  the  British  public,  [  wffl  })e'in  a  gt|lte  ()f  complete  confusir 
by  whom  no  foreign  interference  with  the    a  BiU  eonstituting  them  is  not  p^ 
settlement  which  will  ultimately  have  to    the  colirse  of  thi8  BajtAinim     X  am  ^ 
come  about  between  this  Government  and  i  suj  >ct  ig  in  guch         ,  hand8  M  tho 
the  Boer  Republics  will  be  tolerated.  the  noWe  Duke>  an(l  j  am  also  glad 

, .  .  T  rt,T.TT1^.    i  the  question  should  come  first  befor 
Lhk    Marquess    of   SALISBURY  : ;  House    where  it  wi„   1h>  di8CU88e 

My  Lords,  1  understand  we  have  incurred  ;  p^ionatcly  and  free  from  any  of 

the  censure  of  my  noble  friend  Wausc  |  riva,   claims   for   a   ghare  in   ^ 

we  have  not  announced  in  sufficiently  uii-  (  authorities    which    emWrassed 

compromising  temis  what  we  intend  to  do  j  attempt8  at  legislation  on  this  sub 

with  the  two  Boer  Republics  at  the  end  j 

of  the  war.      Does  it   not  occur  to  my  I      The    L0R1)    PRESIDENT    ' 

noble  friend  that  it  is  a  little  premature 

to  ask  such  a  question  1     I  am  not  going 

into  that  subject,  nor  shall  I  venture  to 

attempt  to  gratify  my  noble  friend's  very 

natural  curiosity.     But  with  respect    to 

the  question  he  asks  me,  I  have  no  diffi- 


*See    Thc  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxviii.  p.  022. 

hml  Teynkam, 


COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devo; 
My  Lords,  in  reply  to  the  questi< 
noble  friend,  I  have  to  state,  in 
place,  that  the  Board  of  Educati 
last    session    will    come    into 
April  1st  next.     The  Departin< 
mittcc  which  was  appointed 
the    consequent    changes    in 
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organisation  have  already  made  two 
Reports  which  have  been  to  a  certain 
extent  acted  upon,  and  the  recommenda- 
tions are  being  carried  into  effect  The 
Committee  are  now  engaged  in  considering 
their  third  and  probably  final  Report,  and 
I  expect  that  that  Report  will  be  presented 
very  shortly.  In  reply  to  the  third 
-question  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  am  afraid  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  say  when  the 
Bill  for  constituting  the  local  authorities  j 
will  be  brought  in.  It  is,  and  has  been  i 
for  some  time,  under  very  careful  con- ' 
sideration,  but  I  think  it  is  very  probable  j 
that  I  shall  not  )>e  in  a  position  to  bring 
it  in  before  the  Board  of  Education  Act 
has  come  into  operation. 


SOUTH     KASTKRN    METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS    BILL. 

"  For  conferring  further  powers  on  the 
South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
Company  for  constructing  Tramways  and 
widening  and  altering  roads ;  for  using 
mechanical  power  on  their  Tramways ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


AIRDRIK 


AND    COATBRIDGE 
WAYS  BILL. 


TRAM- 


1 


LAND  CHARGES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order),    Amendments    made ;     Standing  ! 
Committee   negatived ;   and   Bill    to    be 
printed  as  amended.     [No.  14.] 

INEBRIATES  AMENDMENT(SCOTLAND) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order) ;  an; 
Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent , 
to  the  Commons. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE   HOUSE. 
Standing  Order  No.   XXXIX.    to 
^ooaidered  To-morrow,   in   order    to 
king  suspended  for  that  day's  sitting. 


be 

its 


House  adjourned  at  Five  of  the 
clock,  till  To-morrow,  half  past 
Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  22nd  February,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


"  To  incorporate  the  Airdrie  and  Coat- 
bridge Tramways  Company,  and  to  em- 
power that  compmy  to  make  and  main- 
tain tramways  ;  and  for  other  purposes,'1 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

DEVONPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 
'*  To  confer  powers  upon  the  Corpora 
tion  of  the  Borough  of  Devonport  with 
respect  to  the  construction  and  working  of 
tramways  within  and  near  the  borough, 
for  extending  the  powers  of  the  said 
Corporation  as  to  electric  lighting,  for 
extending  the  lxmndaries  of  the  said 
borough,  to  make  provision  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  Market  Ferry  and  bridge  under- 
takings, to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
said  Corporation  with  respect  to  streets 
and  other  matters,  and  in  regard  to  the 
health,  local  government,  and  improve- 
ment of  the  said  borough,  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  collection  and  recovery 
of  rates,  for  the  borrowing  of  money  :  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
I  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

j      SHANNON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC 
I  POWER  BILL. 

I      "For     incorporating     and    conferring 
t  powers  on  the  Shannon  Water  and  Elec- 
!  trie    Power    Company,"    read    the   first 
time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Jkport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
**&  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
Kftt  Beading  thereof,  Standing  Order 
"o.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — 


PETITIONS. 


GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  (EXEMP- 
TION FROM  RATES). 

Petitions  from  St.  Mary  Abbotts,  Ken- 
sington,   for  alteration  of    Law ;   to   lie 
;  upon  the  Table. 


BY 


St.Bjvid'sRailway(AdditionalPowers)  i      (;U()UN1)  RKNTO  (TAXAT10N 

™L  |  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  j      Petition  from  Linthwaite,  in  favour ;  to 
tta*-  j  lie  upon  the  Table. 


lU'tunts, 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Barry,  in  favour ;  to  lie  ' 
pon  the  Table.  i 

LONDOV  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1899. 
Petition  from  Camberwell,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT   HOURS)  RILL.  \ 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  AVath ; ! 
Dysart  ;  Moresby  ;  Harrington  ;  Cleator  ; 
Moor ;  Frizington  ;  Oatlands  ;  Dunnilrier  ; 
Hindley  Green;  Loftus ;  Huncliff;  Guis- 
}>oroiigh  ;  Eston  ;  Digby  ;  Lumpsey ; 
Codnor  ;  Slafrenath  ;  Saxenby ;  Rocking- 
ham ;  Cadeby ;  Wharncliffe  Silkstone ; 
Eastwood  ;  Marshay  ;  Skelton  ;  North 
Skelton  :  Ilkeston  ;  and  West  Hallam 
Collieries ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OWNERS'   SITE  VALUES. 
Petition  from  Poplar,  for  alteration  of 
law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS  (PREVENTION   OF 
ACCIDENTS)   RILL. 

Petition  from  Poplar,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  RILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  East  Plum- 
stead  ;  and  Leicester  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN   RILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Plumstead ; 
Hull ;  Merthyr  Tydfil  ;  and  Colne ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
RILL 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Morpeth  ;  and 
Southampton  ;  to  lie?  upon  the  Table. 


ItETUKXS,  UK  POUTS,  ETC. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1900-1901. 

Copy    presented,   of  Army   Estimates 

of  Effective  and  Non-Eftective  Services  for 

"^    wit.h  Statements  of  the  varia- 

"'«•  Majesty's 


each  Arm  of  the  Service  and  for  various 
Miscellaneous  Establishments  [by  Com 
mand] ;  Referred  to  the  Committee  oi 
Supply,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  67.] 

ARMY    (ORDNANCE    FACTORIES 
ESTIMATE,  1900-1901). 

Estimate  presented,  of  Charge  for  the 
year  1900-1901  [by  Command]  ;  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  b€ 
printed.     [No.  68.] 

SOUTH    AUSTRALIA     (CONSTITUTION 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1899). 

Copv  presented,   of    the    Constitution 
Amendment   Act,    1899,   of   South  Aus- 
j  tralia  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

I  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 

Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Com- 
j  mittee  of  Council  on  Education,  dated 
j  4th  August,  1899,  modifying  Articles  1& 
I  and  15*  of  the  Evening  Continuation 
I  Schools  Code,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
i  upon  the  Table. 

j    TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

i  Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  aa« 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nc 
2382  [bv  Command];  to  lie  upon  th 
Table. 

MANUSCRIPTS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
LORDS. 

Ordered,  That   a   Message  be  sent 
the  Lords  to  request  that  their  Lordsh: 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  t 
House  a  Copy  of  the  Manuscripts  of 
House  of  Lords,  Volume  I.  (New  Sen 
— (Mr.  Hanlmnf.) 

j  ARMY  (MEMRERS   OF  EITHER   HC 
!      OF  PARLIAMENT  SERVING  IN  SO 
AFRICA). 

Address    for    "Return     showing 
names   of   Members   of   either  Ho 
Parliament  at  present  serving,  or 
orders   to   serve,  Her  Majesty  in 
Africa,  the  capacity  in  which  the; 
and  the  dates  at  which  they  saile 
I  under  orders  to  sail." — (Colonel  A 

|  RREWERS'  LICENCES. 

|  Return  ordered,  "of  Accoun 
I  number  of  persons  in  each  of  tl 
■  collections  of  the  United  Kingdo1 
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l>eer  not  for  sale,  particularising  each 
class  in  each  collection ;  and  stating  also 
the  quantities  of  malt,  unmalted  corn, 
rice,  etc.,  and  sugar,  including  its  equi- 
valent of  syrups,  etc.,  used  by  brewers  of 
l>eer  for  sale,  and  of  malt  and  sugar  used 
by  brewers  not  for  sale,  from  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1898,  to  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1899. 

u  Of  the  amount  of  Licence  Duty  paid 
and  Beer  Duty  charged  from  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1898,  to  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1899,  distinguishing  brewers 
for  sale  from  other  brewers. 

"Of  the  number  of    brewers  for    sale 
]»ying  for  licences,  from  the;   1st  day  of 
October  1898  to  the   20th  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1899,  separating  them  into  classes  : 
under    1,000   barrels,   at    1055   degrees 
gravity ;  1,000  and  under  10,000  ;  10,000 
and  under  20,000 ;   20,000  and     under 
30,000;     30,000    and     under     50,000; 
50,000  and  under  100,000  ;  100,000  and 
under     150,000;     150,000     and    under 
200,000;  200,000  and   under    250,000  ; 
250,000  and  under  300,000  ;  300,000  and 
under    350,000;     350,000     and     under 
*00,000;   400,000  and   under   450,000; 
W,000  and  under  500,000  ;  500,000  and 
under  550,000;      550,000    and     under 
*>00,000;  600,000  and  under  1,000,000; 
1,000,000  and  under  1,500,000  ;  1,500,000 
and  under  2,000,000;    2,000,000  lmrrels 
a«d  over;    showing  separately   in   each 
ck«,  the  quantities   of  malt,   unmalted 
^rn,  rice,  etc.,  and  sugar,   including  its 
wiuivalent   of    syrups,    etc.,    used;    and 
stating  also  the  amount  of  Licence  Duty 
Nd  and  Beer  Duty  charged  in  each  class. 

11  And  of  the  number  of  ban-els  of  beer 
•'xported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
tne  declared  value  thereof,  and  where 
<-xported  to,  from  the  1st  day  of  October, 
KH  to  the  30th  day  of  September, 
1899,  distinguishing  England,  Scotland, 
^  Ireland  (in  continuation  of  Parlia^ 
notary  Paper,  No.  127,  of  Session 
1*99.")_<A/'.  Hilary.) 

um  JPresented   accordingly ;  to   lid 
"Pon  the  Table,  and  to  l>c  printed.     [Xo. 
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W)WH  AFRICAN    WAR—NEWS  FROM 
THE    FRONT. 
8m  J.  JOICISY  (Durham,  Chcstcr-le- 
^reet):   I  wiah  to  ask  the  Leader  of  the 


House  whether  he  can  communicate  any 
further  war  news. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.):  Yes,  Sir  ;  just  as  I  was  coming  to  the 
House  the  following  telegram  from  Lord 
Roberts  was  put  into  my  hands — 

"  Paardeburg,  Feb.  21,6.5  a.m.— Yesterday 
afternoon  I  was  satisfied  by  a  careful  recon- 
naissance in  force  of  the  enemy's  position  that 
I  could  not  assault  it  without  a  very  heavy  loss, 
which  I  was  most  anxious  to  avoid.  Accord- 
ingly, I  decided  to  bombard  him  with  artillery, 
and  to  turn  my  attention  to  the  enemy's  rein- 
forcements. The  result  was  most  satisfactory. 
The  Boers  were  driven  otf  in  all  directions, 
losing  a  good  many  killed  and  wounded,  and 
about  fifty  prisoners,  who  state  that  they 
arrived  from  Lady  smith  two  days  ago  by 
railway.  They  sny  that  it  was  our  artillery 
fire  which  caused  ihem  to  abandon  the  kopje 
they  were  occupying.  ( >ur  loss  consisted  of 
two  officers  —Captain  Campbell,  9th  Lancers, 
and  Lieutenant  Houston,  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
—and  four  men,  all  slightly  wounded." 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
whether  he  has  any  late  official  informa- 
tion as  to  the  condition  of  General  Hector 
Macdonald. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  1 
regret  I  am  unable  to  give  any  further 
details  as  to  the  nature  of  the  wound 
unhappily  received  by  General  Hector 
Macdonald.  As  to  its  gravity,  I  think 
we  may  console  ourselves  with  the  reflec- 
tion that  it  has  not  been  described  as 
dangerous.  We  may  therefore  hope  that 
his  services  will  soon  be  restored. 


TRANSPORTS-  EMPLOYMENT  OF 
BRITISH  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  any  regulations 
have  been  issued  by  the  Admiralty  in- 
sisting upon  all  vessels  chartered  as  tran- 
sports being  manned  by  seamen  belonging 
to  the  British  Isles ;  and  whether  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Shipping 
Company  and  the  British  India  Steam 
Shipping  Company's  vessels,  chartered  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  are  manned 
by  persons  belonging  to  the  British  Isles 
or  by  Asiatics. 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
No  such  regulations  have  been  issued. 
As  regards  the  vessels  of  the  two  com- 
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panies  named,  a  portion  of  the  crews  are 
Asiatic  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  but  the 
deck  hands  are  European. 

THE  TRANSPORT  "PINEMORE." 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  reference  to  the  trans- 
port "  Pmemore,"  with  troops  for  South 
Africa,  which  arrived  at  Queenstown 
with  her  propeller  disabled  and  was 
taken  back  to  Liverpool  for  repairs, 
will  he  explain  why  the  more  ex- 
peditious course  of  doing  the  necessary 
repairs  in  Haullx>wline  Dock  was  not 
adopted;  whether  Haulbowline  Dock  is 
fully  equipped  for  executing  such  repairs ; 
and  whether  it  is  intended,  in  view  of  the 
emergencies  that  may  arise  in  war  time, 
to  fully  equip  this  dock  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Navy,  and  to  send  vessels 
there  for  repairs  to  test  its  utility. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY :  The  answer  to 
the  first  question  of  the  hon.  Member  is 
that  it  was  not  practicable  owing  to  the 
length  of  the  vessel.  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  it  had  been  possible.  The  answer 
to  the  second  and  third  questions  is  in  the 
affirmative,  under  the  conditions  which 
have  been  previously  stated. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Is  it 
intended  to  send  other  vessels  there  1 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  That  is  the  very 
question  I  have  attempted  to  answer. 

DELAGOA  BAY-CONTRABAND  GOODS 
—NEUTRALITY  OF  PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT -POSITION  OF  MR. 
POTT -THE  EMPREZA  AFRICANA 
COMPANY  —  BRITISH  SUBJECTS 
TRADING    WITH    THE    ENEMY. 

Mr.  SCOTT  MONTAGU  (Hampshire, 
New  Forest) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  Portuguese  company, 
directed  and  controlled  by  British  subjects, 
called  the  Empreza  Africana  Company,  has 
been  and  is  still  importing  and  exporting 
materials  for  the  Transvaal  Government 
at  Delagoa  Bay;  and,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  prevent  British  subjects 
from  thus,  in  contravention  of  the  law, 
directly  or  indirectly  acting  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Queen's  enemies. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  assured  by 


Sir  Donald  Currie  that  the  Empre» 
Africana  neither  imports  nor  export 
merchandise,  but  is  solely  concerned  in  th< 
carriage  of  goods  between  ship  and  wharf 
and  that  the  Empreza  Africana  has  noi 
acted  directly  or  indirectly  in  conjunctior 
with  the  enemy. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  some  time 
!  ago  the  British  Consul  at  Delagoa  Bay 
warned  British  firms  against  giving 
succour  to  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State,  now  in  a  state  of 
war  with  Great  Britain,  by  assisting  in 
the  shipment  of  wool  the  produce  of 
either  of  those  Republics ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  such  wool  is  being  laden  in 
large  quantities  at  Delagoa  Bay  by  the 
Empreza  Africana  Company;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Empreza  Africana 
Company  is  an  offshoot  of  the  Castle  Line 
Company  owned  by  British  capitalists 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Empreza 
Africana  Company  is  directed  from  the 
office  of  Mr.  Pott,  the  consul  for  the 
Transvaal  at  Delagoa  Bay;  and  do  Hei 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  tak« 
any,  and,  if  so,  what,  steps  in  the  matter_ 

♦Mr.   BRODRICK:   Such    a    warning 
was  issued  by  Her  Majesty's  Consul  He 
Majesty's  Government  trust  that  Britis" 
subjects  having  interest  in  the  Emprez= 
Africana,  which  is  a  Portuguese  company* 
will  not  fail  in  their  duty  as  declared  i 
Her  Majesty's  Proclamation  of  the  27t— 
of  December  last  respecting  trading  wiU- 
the  enemy.     Her  Majesty's  Governinei- 
are  assured  by  Sir  Donald  Currie  that  tl- : 
Empreza  Company  is   not   directed  fnoB 
the  office  of    Air.    Pott.     Her    Majesty 
Consul   at   Lorenzo    Marques  has  ))eer- 
instructed  to  report  on  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  ^ 
ask  whether  the  House  is  to  understand 
the  answer  given  to  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  question  to  l>e  an  admission  by  tr»- 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  company  name- 
has  loaded  wool  at  Delagoa  Bay. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  My  rer>ly  was  per 
fectly  clear.  In  answer  to  the  last  pan* 
graph,  I  stated  that  Her  Majesty's  Consi  * 
at  Lorenzo  Marques  had  been  instructed 
to  report  on  the  second  paragraph  awl  of1 
the  whole  question. 

Mr.    STUART-WORTLEY  (Sheffield 
Hallam) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Seen?* 
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Ury  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  f  Pott   is  not  agent  either  for  the  Castle 

there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  contra- ;  Line  or  for  Messrs.   Donald  Carrie  and 

Unci  goods  find  their  way  into  the  Trans-    Company,   and  that  he  is  not  acting  as 

vaal  over  Portuguese  territory  otherwise  :  agent  of  the  Empress  Africana.    The  hoi i. 

than  through  Delagoa  Bay.  Member  for  West  Perthshire  also  assures 

*m         or>r\TM3TrtTr       it  .        .   '  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  Em- 

MR.      BRODRICK  :      Her     Majesty  s  .  pres8  Africana  is  not,  so  far  as  he  knows, 

Government  are  not  aware  of   the  exis-    (loing  anvthi ng  contrary  to  HerM ajestv's 

tcnce  of  any  evidence  to  show 'that  contra- :  proclamation  ;    and    that  the    policy  Of 

hand  goods  are  passing  to  the  Transvaal ,  the   company    is    so    far  controlled    by 

through  Delagoa  Bay  or  other  Portuguese  .  Britigh  subjects  that  its  management  has 

territory.  })een   withdrawn    from    any  possible  in- 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  :    I  beg  to  i  fluence  inimical  to  British  interests.     Her 

ask  the  Under  Secretary   of  State   for    Majesty's  consul  at  Lorenzo  Marques  has 

Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Government  i  been  instructed  to  report  any  deviation 

have  reason  to  believe  that  in  respect  of  ,  *rom  tnese  assurances. 

contraband  of  war  the  Portuguese  officers        Mr  STUART-WORTLEY:  Cannot  tht- 

at  Delagoa  Bay  are  loyally  carrying  out  j  right  hoil  Gentieman  answer  the  specific 

the  instructions  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- .  question  as  to  when  Mr.  Pott  ceased  to 

ment  !  hold  office  ? 

*Mr  BRODRICK:  General  allegations  |    *Mr    BRODRICK  :  I  cannot  give  the 

aave  been  made  that  the  local  authorities  !  (jate. 

fail  to  carry  out  as  completely  as  might , 

to  desired  the  instructions  of  the  Portu- '    *Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Was  it  subse 

guese  Government  in  regard  to  contral>and,  \  quent  to  the  date  of  the   last  question 

Dwt  no  proof  has  been  produced  in  support  j  asked  on  the  subject  ? 

°f  those  allegations.  j      r«T  , 

,      [No  answer  was  given.  J 

•Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Is  the  right      #XI       „T1M4nv     nnWT  TO      ^    , 
W  Gentleman  aware  that  the  salary  of!    *M"'    «IBSON     BO\\LEb  :     Perhaps 
the  chief  Portuguese  officer  is  only* £7    *he  J10":  B»«>net  the  Member  for  U  est 
H  month  t  %  Perthshire  can  tell  us  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.]  Sm  DONALD  CURRIE    (Perthshire, 

1  W.)  rose  to  reply. 
Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  :  I  beg  to  ;  r 

****  the    Under  Secretary  of  State  for  !    *Mtt.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !     It  is 
foreign  Affairs    on  what  date  did  Mr.  !  not  in  order  to  ask  a  question  of  a  non- 
*^ott,  consul  for  the  South  African  Re- 1  Ministerial  Member  in  this  way. 
J^iblic  at  Lorenzo   Marques,  cease  to  be  ' 

^fifiiit  for  the  Castle  Line  Steamship  Com-  j  w%,  4  vw^ ,    4  m    „,„„    „n  ^,m 

**nv  or  for  Donald  Currie  and  Co.;  is  \  COMMANDS  AT  THK  FRONT. 
j*Ir.  Pott  still  acting  as  agent  for  the  .  *SlR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
^ortuguese  Company  known  as  the  Em- '  mouth) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
J**^  Africana  ;  is  the  Empress  Africana  :  tary  of  State  for  War  how  many  general 
***«2tiye  in  forwarding  into  the  South  officers  of  each  grade  are  now  employed 
^Vfrican  Republic  merchandise  of  various  <  in  South  Africa,  and  how  man)'  in  each 
*tinds  which  British  subjects  are  debarred  !  grade  belong  to  the  artillery. 
*^m  supplying  to  the  Transvaal;  is  the      ,._,     irrvnfTMI    r™  ,    ^ 

^ovenuBent  aware  that  the  capital  of  the  |  *Mr'  X\^DHAM  :  The  general  officers 
impress  Africana  is  so  largely  held  by  now  employed  in  South  Africa,  according 
British  subjects  that  the  policy  and  I  to  Vhe,ir  mnk  ther?'  »re-?.nc  hel<l 
«ctknn  of  that  undertaking  are  controlled  i  marshal>  one  general,  nine  lieutenant 
!>v British  subjects;  are  such  British  sub- 1  generals,  twenty-three  major  generals, 
**t*  or  any  of  them  known;  and  can  their  !  °"c  bngather  general;  total,  thirty-five. 
*»ion  in  this  matter  be  in  any  way  j  0f  thefte  omcers  there  1>elong  to  the  Ro.val 
drained.  •  Artillery — one  field  marshal,  two  major 

1  generals,    and    one     brigadier     general. 
Mr.     BRODRICK :     Her     Majesty's  j  The   Eighth   Division,  now   mobilised  at 
^ernment    are    assured  by  the    hon.  I  Aldershot  is  in  command  of  a    general 
*«mber  for  West  Perthshire  that  Mr.  [  who  is  an  artillery  officer. 
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CONDUCT  OF  MILITARY  OPERATIONS 
-DESTRUCTION  OF  PRIVATE  PRO- 
PERTY. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  an  extract  from  a  letter 
from  Trooper  G.  Benton,  of  the  12th 
Lancers,  to  his  father  (who  resides  at  i 
Whaplode,  Spalding),  in  which,  writing 
from  Enslin  Camp  on  19th  January,  he 
says  that  they  (the  12th  Lancers)  burn 
and  blow  up  houses  which  the  Free 
Staters  have  left  behind,  and  that  the 
furniture  and  pianos  are  set  fire  to  and 
destroyed  ;  and  whether  the  attention  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  South  Africa 
will  be  called  to  the  destruction  by  British 
troops  of  houses  and  property  in  the 
Orange  Free  State. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  official 
confirmation  of  the  statement  referred  to. 
The  proclamation  recently  issued  by  Lord 
Roberts  shows  clearly  that  the  troops  are 
not  permitted  to  interfere  with  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Orange 
Free  State,  provided  they  are  peaceful 
and  do  not  resist  Her  Majesty's  forces. 


ENSLIN  ENGAGEMENT— LACK  OF 
ARTILLERY. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
that  part  of  the  official  dispatch  report- 
ing that  the  fruits  of  victory  could  not  be  i 
reaped  for  want  of  a  battery  of  Royal  | 
Horse  Artillery  at  Enslin  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  reduction  of 
Royal  Horse  Artillery  in  1887  was 
carried  into  effect  against  the  opinion  of 
the  then  Commander-in-Chief,  he  will 
now  state  the  name  of  the  individual  or 
individuals  responsible  for  that  reduc- 
tion, resulting  at  Enslin  in  the  inability 
of  a  general  to  reap  the  fruits  of  victory 
gained  at  so  much  sacrifice  of  life. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question  is  in  the  affir- 
mative. In  reply  to  the  second,  I  have 
to  say  that  the  distribution  of  the  three 
arms  on  the  occasion  referred  to  cannot 
fairly  be  ascribed  to  an  administrative 
act  of  the  year  1887. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  Was  anybody 
now  at  the  War  Office  responsible  for  the 
reduction,  or  rather  for  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  artillery  be  reduced  ] 


•Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  do  not  see  tl 
relevancy  of  the  question.  The  hon.  an 
gallant  Member  asks  if  my  attention  hi 
been  drawn  to  a  certain  despatch, 
answer  "  Yes."  Then  he  asks  "who  wi 
responsible  in  1887  for  the  lack  of  hon 
artillery  at  Enslin  recently.  I  reply  th« 
you  cannot  ascribe  the  lack  of  artillery  i 
South  Africa  to  an  administrative  act  i 
the  year  18tt7. 

DISAPPEARING  GUN  MOUNTINGS. 
General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham)  : 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat 
for  War  whether  our  heavy  guns  now  i 
South  Africa  have  been  provided  wit 
the  disappearing  mountings  which  ai 
stated  to  have  been  used  with  so  muc 
effect  by  the  Boers  during  Gener 
Buller's  last  advance  across  the  Tugels 
and,  if  not,  whether  similar  mount  in. 
will  be  dispatched  from  this  count] 
without  delay. 

♦Mr.   WYNDHAM:    No,    Sir.    It 
considered  that  the  disadvantages  atte 
dant  on  the  use  in  the  field  of  this  cla 
of  mounting  more  than  counterbalance  i 
advantages. 

CYCLE  CORPS. 
General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  au 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Wi 
whether  any  offer  has  been  made  to  tl 
War  Office  to  raise  a  cycle  corps  ;  and, 
so,  whether  the  offer  has  been  accepted  c 
declined  ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
number  of  Boers  are  mounted  on  cycle 
and  have  proved  of  considerable  servic 
to  the  enemy. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Proposals  to  rais 
corps  for  service  in  South  Africa  hav< 
been  made,  but  it  has  not  been  though 
advisable  to  approve  them.  The  subject 
is,  however,  being  further  considered.  ff( 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  Boers  using 
cycles. 

PUBLICATION  OF  WAR  NEWS. 

Mr.  BILLSON  (Halifax) :  I  beg  to  ^ 

the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Wtf 

whether  arrangements  can  be  made  J01 

important  news  from  South  Africa  beiDj 

I  communicated  to  the  public  without  th 
delay  which  occurred  on  Friday,  whenti 
news  of  General  French's  entry  into  Ki* 
berley  is  understood  to  have  reached  * 
War  Office  at  4.30  a.m.,  but  was  not  giv 

]  out  until  9.45, 
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♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  impossible  to  j  *Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  inquiry  re- 
review  and  publish  news  at  an  earlier  I  suited  in  their  being  discharged  and  being 
hour.  The  Press  Lobby  only  opens  at  !  given  a  sum  which,  in  ordinary  circum- 
\K45.  '  stances,  they  would  not  have  been  entitled 

'  to  until  after  completing  a  year's  service. 


IRISH  MILITIA— ALLEGED  COMPUL- 
SORY VOLUNTEERING. 

Mr.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  how  many  men  of 
the  3rd  Leinster  Militia  Regiment,  at 
present  stationed  at  Woolwich,  have 
volunteered  for  foreign  service,  and  how 
many  have  declined. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  All  except  two  of 
those  at  Woolwich  volunteered. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  Was  any  disability  or  punishment 
put  upon  the  men  who  refused  to  volun- 
teer? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
N) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether,  so  far  back  as 
-nd  November,  1899,  the  5th  battalion  of 
Hoyal  Irish  Rifles  (the  South  Down 
Militia)  volunteered  for  garrison  duty,  or 
such  other  duty  as  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  perform.  And  whether  their 
amices  have  been  or  will  be  pccepted. 
fa  putting  this  question  may  1  express 
the  hope  that  the  House  will  wish  many 
tappy  returns  of  his  birthday  to  Colonel 
Wen-Powell  at  Mafeking. 

•Mil  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir.  The 
jflttalion  has  offered  its  services,  but,  as 
m  the  case  of  other  corps,  it  has  not  yet 
l*en  embodied  owing  to  want  of  barrack 

room. 

VEOMANRY— ALLEGED  BOER  SPIES. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  beg 
t()  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
"  nr  what  are  the  circumstances  attending 
the  arrest  of  two  yeomen  named  Buck  on 
a  charge  of  being  Boer  spies. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  These  two  men 
W  been  discharged  from  arrest  and 
pen  the  £5  gratuity  which  they  would 
have  earned  on  completing  the  period  of 
their  engagement. 


PRAYERS  FOR  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.    HAYDEN   (Roscommon,   S.) :   I 

beg  to    ask    the    Under    Secretary     of 

State  for  War  whether,  before  distributing 

amongst  Roman  Catholic  soldiers  serving 

in  South   Africa  the  prayer  reported  to 

have  been  composed    by  His  Grace  the 

Protestant  Archbishop   of   Armagh    and 

circulated  by  order  of  Lord  Rol>erts,  the 

military  authorities    have   consulted,  or 

!  intend  to  consult,   the  Roman   Catholic 

|  chaplains  serving  with  the  Army  in  South 

l  Africa. 

I    *Mr.   WYNDHAM  :  This   is  a  matter 
!  entirely   within   the     discretion    of    the 

General  Officer  Commanding-in-Chief  in 

South  Africa. 


ROYAL    ARMY   MEDICAL   CORPS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether,  seeing 
that  no  recruit  can  be  enlisted  for  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  if  he  is  over 
5  ft.  5  in.  in  height,  however  otherwise 
eligible  he  may  be,  this  restriction,  which 
prevents  enlistment  of  men  otherwise 
eligible  in  this  branch  of  the  service,  can 
be  removed. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Can  the 
non.  Gentleman  say  what  the  inquiry 
re*ulted  in  %  Did  it  prove  the  guilt  or 
°*erwige  of  the  men  in  regard  to  the 
™*rgei  made  against  them  1 


|  *Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  maximum 
I  standard  for  the  corps  is  5  ft.  5  in.,  but  a 
taller  man,  who  might  for  special  reasons 
j  be  eligible,  would  be  taken  as  "  specially 
i  enlisted." 


NURSING    ORDERLIES    IN    MILITARY 
HOSPITALS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  the 
number  of  nursing  orderlies  employed  in 
field  and  general  hospitals  in  South  Africa 
is  only  one  orderly  for  every  seven 
patients,  and  if,  in  the  interests  of 
efficiency,  it  can  be  increased  to  one 
for  five  patients. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  proportion  of 
orderlies  to  beds  is  as  stated — one  to 
seven — and  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
advised  that  that  is  sufficient.  In  a  field 
hospital  the  bearer  company  can  supply 
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additional  oixlerlies  as  soon  as  an  action  i  POSTAL  RATES  ON  GIFTS  TO  TROOPS 
is  over  :  and  as  patients  are  always  trans-  AT  THK  *RONT. 

ferred  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  l»se  Mk.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
hospital  the  beds  are  rarely  all  full.  In  I  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  AYar 
a  general  hospital  many  of  the  cases  are  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Post  Office 
always  slight,  and  there  is  a  regular  staff  authorities  have  demanded  7s.  8d.  postage 
of  nursing  sisters.  j  on  half  a  pound  of  tobacco  which  a  woman 

■  in  Ireland  desired  to  send  to  her  husband, 

!  who  is  serving  with  the  British  Armv  in 

NETLEY  HOSPITAL.  South    Africa;    and    whether    the   War 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) :  \  9ffic®  «"*  make  an^  arrangements  with 

1  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  !  <*e  P<*t. Office,  or  otherwise,  by  which 

for  War  whether  it  has  been  brought  to    the  relatives   of  soldiers  in  South  Africa 

his   notice   that  the  dining  halls  at  the    can   8end   8mal1   Parcels  to  them  free  of 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  are  sup-  j  cna,,ge- 

plied  with  wooden  forms  without  any  j  *Mr  \y YNDHAM  :  I  have  authoritv 
back  support  which  are  unsuitable  for  !  to  my  that  if  the  hon>  Member  will  send 
invalids;  and  if  he  will  consider  the  ;  ^ rticulars  to  the  General  Post  Office 
Advisability     of     substituting      lmrrack  j  inqlliry  wiU   ^  rmdBy  and  that  U  anv 

cnairs*  mistake  has  occurred  it  will  be  rectified. 

•Mr.  W YNDHAM  :  Not  long  since  the  !  The  Postage  for  parcels  to  South  Africa 
opinions  of  principal  medical  officers  as  to    u£  *° J  1K  18  °nI>r  9d'  and  uo  dut-v  M 
the   requirements   of  military    hospitals  '  char«ed  uP°n  them- 
were  collected   and    reported  upon  l>v  a  , 

committee.     The   change   suggested  was  j    S^'P^ATtOX,  ALLOA^NOKS— MAlt- 
not  among  those  proposed.     The  question  KIAl,hS  WITHOUT  LLAV  E. 

will,  however,  Ihj  considered.  Mr.       GALLOWAY        (Manchester. 

S.\V.) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 

I  of  State  for  War  whether  the  family  of    a 

VACANT  COMMISSIONS.  ]  soldier  whose  marriage  is  ignored  by  the 

General  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the    mili*fry  ^horities  and  who  is  detained 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether    V  *»  exigencies  of  war  from  passing    to 

the  Government  intend  to  give  any  in. ;  the  Resene  although bs  time  were  al)c>iit 

dication   of  the   maimer  in  which  "they  '  *°  exPlre' »  W"™  m  the  ^tnbutton  of 

propose  to  fill  up  the   vacancies  in  th'e    the  separation  allowances  to  the  fannlie* 

commissioned  mnks  of  the  regiments  now  j  °f  Reservists  whose  marriages,  which  »rt 

serving  in  South  Africa  and  In  the  forces  I  $°  ^ollt  Ieave>  are  'ecogiused  by  tin 

to    be     raised     temporarily    for     home  '      ar  Umcc- 

"defence.  j    *Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  wives  of  me" 

*»r.    ir.mniT  . .,     ,r      o-  l        I  married  without  leave  cannot,  as  a  matt** 

♦MR.  WYNDHAM:  \es  Sir;  a  scheme  I  of  di8cipline  be  considered  in  regard  to 
mil  lie  published  very  shortly.  ;  separation    allowance;    and     it    is    n<* 

i  practicable  to  discriminate  between  then1 

ARMY  VETERINARY  COMMISSIONS.     ! in  the  WH>'  8UKg<*ted  in  the  question. 

iHu  *rf!iRISK  9BRI?e.:  *  W  '  LYDDITE  SHELL  CONTRACTS, 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  ;  ,  r  Xf  .  TxlvT<jrkX7  /C3,  «  ,,  „.  *,. 
whether  he  has  anv  objection  to  sav  how  •  ./*R-  M  ADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bng»* 
many  Armv  veterinary  commissions  will  8lde) :  J  ]»«*>  ■*  th?r  Financial  Seere- 
be  offered  with  increase  of  horse  soldiers,  j  **V  U}  th(L^  *r.  °^ce  lf_,  h*  ls  ™°  *T 
and  also  how  many  the  Department '  ^J5"?*  T'  Firth  and1  '>on'  ^Tu* 
was  short  at  the  outbreak  of  the  present  I  Nuffield,  are  not  complying  with  t*J 
war  !  fair   contract  resolution   of  the  House  OI 

Commons  in  executing  their  contract  i°x 

♦Mil  WYNDHAM  :  At  the  outbreak  of  >' 4*7  lyddite  shells,  and  that  the  uh*u 
war  there  were  six  vacancies.  The  •  engaged  in  making  them  are  paid  at  U1*8* 
numl)er  of  commissions  to  be  offered  |  than  the  recognised  rates  of  the  distri^ 
in  view  of  the  increase  in  the  mounted  l  and  less  than  those  paid  by  other  firms  *11 
troops  is  at  present  under  consideration.      Sheffield  ;  and  whether  he  will  take  inn***" 
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tliate  steps  to  secure  full  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  resolution  in  question. 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  con- 
nectors have  been  communicated  with, 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  pay- 
ing less  than  the  current  rates  in  respect 
of  the  shells  referred  to ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  has  any  facts  that  he  can  adduce 
supporting  the  contrary  view  I  will  cause 
further  inquiry  to  l>c  made. 

PATRIOTIC  FUND  COMMITTEE.         j 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  i 

the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  ' 

any  nieml>er  of  the  Committee  appointed  j 

to  inquire  into  the  Administration  of  the  ; 

Patriotic  Fund  is  an  Irishman  or  Roman  ! 

Catholic ;  and  if  not,  whether,  considering  ! 

that  Irish  Roman    Catholics   are   taking  i 

*uch  a  part  in   the   South  African  War,  ! 

mirl  that  consequently  their  families  are  j 

likely  to  l>c  largely  dependent  upon  this  j 

fund,  he  will   see   that  an   Irish  Roman  i 

Catholic  is  appointed  to  look  after  their  ; 

interests,  especially  as  a  large  portion  of  j 

the  existing   fund   is    invested    for   the ; 

'•enefit  of  Roman  Catholic  children. 

The  following  questions  on  the   same 
"'"iject  also  appeared  on  the  Paper  - 

Mr.  M'KENKA  (Monmouth,  N.) :  To 
**k  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
^hether  the  inquiry  by  the  proposed 
Committee  upon  the  Roj7al  Patriotic 
Fluid  and  other  similar  funds  is  to  be 
Erected  to  the  determination  of  some 
Method  of  general  organisation  by  which 
tk«we  funds  may  be  turned  to  the  best 
advantage,  or  whether  the  inquiry  is  to 
W  more  limited  in  its  scope,  and  confined 
t<>  the  consideration  as  to  how  far  these 
funds  can  be  drawn  upon  and  most 
advantageously  expended  in  the  present 
emergency. 

Mr.  M'KENNA:  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  in  view  of 
the  expression  of  public  feeling  upon  the 
exclusion  from  the  proposed  Committee 
uP«i  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund  and  other 
similar  funds  of  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  who  have  special  knowledge  of 
the  matters  to  be  inquired  into,  he  will 
^naider  the  advisability  of  adding  one  or 
toore  of  such  Members  to  the  Committee. 

Mb.  A  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will,  with 
^e  permission  of  the  House,  reply  to  the 


three  questions  dealing  with  the  Patriotic 
Fund    together.     As    regards    the    first 
question  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  that   there  is  no  subject  in  the  ques- 
tion referred  to  the  Committee  involving 
the   distribution   of  the  fund  relating  to 
the  interests  of  different  religious  denomi- 
|  nations.     The  hon.  Gentleman  may  rest 
1  satisfied  that  no  such  distinction  as   he 
j  appears  to  suggest  has  ever  interfered,  or 
,  ever  will  interfere,  with  the  adequate  dis- 
I  tribution  of  public   subscriptions  among 
1  the  sufferers.     As  to  the  second  question,. 
|  I  am  unwilling  to  give  the  House  a  special 
|  interpretation  of  the  general  reference  to 
1  the  Committee  which  I  read  to  the  House 
!  the  other  day,  but  I  should  conceive  that 
I  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  hon.  Gentle- 
\  man's  question  come  within  the  scope  of 
;  the  reference.     As  to  the  third  question,. 
j  I  have  already  explained   to  the  House 
j  that   there   are  very  strong  reasons  for 
:  keeping   the   Committee   within    narrow 
i  limits,  and  excluding  from  it  persons  who 
|  have  taken  a  strong  part  in  the  contro- 
;  versies  surrounding  the  subject. 

j      Mr.   WILLIAM    REDMOND  (Clare, 

;  E.) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  it  is  a  fact  that  £35,000  are 

1  invested  in  this  fund  for  the  special  Irene- 
fit  of  Catholic  children,  and,  if  so,  is  it  not 

j  reasonable  that  a  Catholic  should  be  added, 
to  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not  aware 

I  of  the  fact,  but  1  will  inquire  if  the  hon. 

Gentleman  so  desires.     But  he  may  de- 

i  pend  upon   it  that   if  £35,000  were  so 

j  allocated  they  will  be  so  applied. 

1      Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  The  fact 

I  is  as  I  have  stated. 

i 

,  WAR  RKLIKF  FUNDS. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY :  I   beg  to  ask  the 

1  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  upon  what 
information  his  statement  was  based  that 

,  the  funds  which  are  being  subscribed  by 

,  the  public  have  up  to  the  present  been 
even  more  than  sufficient  to  deal  with  the 

i  widows  and  children  of  soldiers  killed  in 
South  Africa  ;  whether  any  return  can  be 

I  made  of  the  money  collected  for  this  pur- 
pose by  the  various  funds,  )>oth  London 
and  provincial,  and  also  of  the  sums  dis- 
tributed by  them ;  and  whether  he  will 
request   the  Committee,    which   he    has 

1  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  administra- 

'  tion  of  the  various  funds,  to  first  con- 
sider what  is  the  proper  annuity  that  a 
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widow  of  a  soldier  killed  in  action  or 
dying  of  his  wounds  should  receive  from 
ail  sources,  in  order  that  a  minimum  scale 
may  obtain  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  my 
lion,  friend  has  misunderstood  the  pur- 
port of  what  I  said  the  other  day,  and 
the  misunderstanding  is  one  for  which  I 
and  not  he  is  responsible.  All  I  wished 
to  say  was  that  our  experience,  dating  at 
least  as  far  lwiek  as  the  Crimean  War, 
seems  to  show  that  private  benevolence  is 
adequate  to  deal  with  the  widows  and 
children  of  soldiers  killed  in  action.  I 
said  nothing  of  the  adequacy  of  the  funds 
now  being  subscribed  in  connection  with 
the  war  which  is  still  in  progress,  and 
which  has  unknown  liabilities.  I 
think  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the 
second  and  third  paragraphs  would  pro- 
perly come  under  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  appointed,  and  1  hope  it  will 
be  able  to  deal  with  them. 


THE  ARTILLERY  SERVICE. 
*Sm  JOHN  COLOMB:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  military  officer  is,  under  the  exist- 
ing constitution  of  the  War  Office,  indi- 
vidually responsible  for  the  sufficiency 
and  efficiency  of  the  Artillery  services, 
and  to  what  arm  of  the  Service  does  he 
belong. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
will   find   the  infoi-mation  which   he  re- 
squires   in  the  Order  in   Council   of  7th 
March,   1899.     It  has  been  presented  to 
Parliament. 

*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  :  My  question  is, 
who  is  responsible  under  the  existing 
constitution  of  the  W"ar  Office  for  the 
sufficiency  and  efficiency  of  the  Artillery 
service  1  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  mean 
by  his  answer  to  cover  the  personnel  as 
well  as  the  materiel  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  method  by 
which  advice  is  tendered  at  the  War 
Office,  and  acted  upon  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  is  governed  by  an  Order  in 
Council,  which  I  cannot  explain  by  way 
of  question  and  answer  in  this  House. 

ARMY  SERVICE  CORPS  ESTABLISH- 
MENT. 

Captain   DONELAN    (Cork,   E.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 


for  War  whether  any  addition  has  been 
recently  made  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Army  Service  Corps ;  and  if  he  can 
state  the  number  of  officers  of  various 
ranks  on  the  permanent  list  (exclusive  of 
supernumerary  colonels  and  quarter- 
masters) at  present  serving  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

♦Mr.    WYNDHAM  :     Yes,     Sir,    the 
establishment    was    increased   last   year. 
The  number  of    officers  on   the    perma- 
nent list   in   the   United   Kingdom  is  as 
follows  :    Five    lieutenant  -  colonels,    six 
majors,     three     captains,      twenty-seven 
subalterns.      It    must,    however,   be   re- 
membered    that     the     thirteen      super- 
numerary colonels  and  seventeen  super- 
numerary  quartermasters   now   at  home 
are  all  officers    of    experience,  who  are 
engaged    on  the  general    duties   of   the 
corps. 

ARMY   COMMISSIONS    FOB   SCOTTISH 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

i    ♦Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,S.):  I  beg;  to 
|  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
I  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  nomina- 
tions to  commissions  in  the  Armv  arc  to 
I  be     granted     to     certain     schools,     the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  will  keep  in 
I  view   the    claims  of  Scotland,  and  lwill 
I  consult   the   Scottish  Education  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  the  selection  of  Scottish 
schools  suitable    to     participate    in    the 
privilege. 

,  ♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  claims  of 
I  Scotland  will  not  be  overlooked,  but  the 
1  number  of  commissions  so  given  mu# 
I  necessarily  be  very  small,  as  it  is  desired 
;  not  to  take  candidates  at  too  young  sn 
j  age- 

OFFICERS'  COMMISSIONS  —  WOOL- 
WICH AND  SANDHURST  EXA3H 
NATION. 

!      Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) : 
!  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  StaW 
]  for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the  difficulty 
:  which   exists   in    obtaining    officers, »°? 
j  having   regard   to   the  number  of  can*" 
I  dates  who  were  unsuccessful  at  the  cxft^J- 
|  nations  in  1899  for  entry  into  Woolwich 
!  Academy  and  Sandhurst,  many  of  who111 
!  are  the  sons  of  officers  and   have  sp**1* 
I  years  in  preparation  for  a  military  oare^ 
!  he  would  consider  the  advisability  of  ***" 
;  mitting  to  Woolwich   and  Sandhurst  ^  1 
certain  number  of  such  candidates  as  b^  I 
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obtained,  say,  4,000  marks  or  more  to  fill 
vacancies  as  they  occur  between  now  and 
midsummer. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  colleges  are 
now  full ;  but  if  vacancies  occur  between 
this  and  June  the  admission  of  candidates 
who  were  unsuccessful  at  the  last  exami- 
nation will  be  carefully  considered. 


J  to  the  second  point,  the  retired  officer  is 
I  allowed  to  draw  his  retired  pay  for 
j  twenty-seven  days  —being  the  equivalent 

of  a  yearly  training- -in  addition  to  his 
;  full  pay;  but  after  that  period  he  receives 

only  the  full  pay  of  his  appointment. 


I 


MILITIA  OFFICERS— PAY,  URATIU-      i 
TIES,  AND  PENSIONS.  | 

Mr.      MALCOLM     (Suffolk,      Stow- ; 
market) :  On  behalf  of  the  right  hon.  and  \ 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dub- 
lin University  (Mr.  Carson)  I  beg  to  ask  j 
the  Under  Secretary   of  State   for  War  j 
will  he  explain  why  a  gratuity  of  £100 
made  to  Militia  officers  on  the  disembodi- 
ment of  their  regiments  (in  addition  to  i 
their  pay)  is  not  granted  to  officers  who 
have  served   in  the  Regular  Army  and  1 
have  afterwards  accepted  commissions  in 
the  Militia  ;  whether  such  last-mentioned  . 
officers  whilst   serving  with  the    Militia  , 
only  receive    the   same   pay    as    Militia 
officers ;  and  whether  the  War  Office  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  granting  to  , 
all  officers  of  the   Militia  alike  the  said 
gratuity. 

*Mr.    WYNDHAM:    Under    existing  \ 
Regulations  Militia  officers  who  have  served  i 
>n  the  Regular  Army  are  given  a  gratuity  ■ 
°f  £100  on  disemlKxliment  unless  they 
are  in  receipt  of  a  pension  or  gratuity  on  , 
retirement  from  the  Regular  forces.    They  \ 
rc«eive  the  same  pay  as  the  other  Militia  ; 
officers.    It  is  now  proposed  to  give  the  ' 
gfttuity  on  disembodiment  to  all  with  one 
Pfoviso :  where  the  additional  year's  ser- 
^ce  would  entitle  an  officer  to  a  higher 
*te  of  pension  he  will  have  to  choose  . 
ktween    that     higher     rate     and     the  ' 
gratuity. 

.Captain  NORTON  :   I  beg  to  ask  the  , 
Luder  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  , 
<*n  state  whether  a  decision  has  now  been 
arrived  at  with  respect  to  the  granting  to  ; 
e*-Army  officers  serving  in  the   Militia  ; 
the  same  gratuity  as  that  given  to  Militia 
^fficers  upon  their  regiments  being  em- 
bodied ;  and  whether  the  case  of  retired  ; 
officers  of    the  Regular  Army  serving  in  i 
*e  Militia  being  deprived  of  their  pension 
wing  embodiment  has  been  considered. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  dealt  with  ; 
y*  first  point  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin  University.     With  reference 


STATUS    OK    INFANTRY    KESKltVK 
OFFICERS    REJOINING. 

Sir  BARRINGTON  SIMEON  (South- 
ampton: I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
an  Infantry  Reserve  officer  who  oilers 
to  rejoin  for  service  at  his  depot, 
and  is  accepted,  receives  a  sum  for  his 
outfit  ;  if  so,  how  much,  and  when  is  it 
paid  to  him  ;  and  whether  an  officer  so 
rejoining  then  holds  the  rank  and  place 
in  the  Army  List  which  he  occupied  on 
retirement,  and  what  pay  and  allowances 
he  would  receive. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  An  Infantry 
Reserve  officer  rejoining  the  service  at 
the  depot  is  entitled  to  an  outfit  allow- 
ance of  £100,  payable  after  he  rejoins. 
He  will  hold  the  rank  which  he  held  on 
retirement,  but  on  rejoining  he  will  be 
placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  that 
rank  in  the  regiment.  He  will  receive 
the  pay  and  allowances  of  his  rank,  but 
will  drop  his  retired  pay,  or  if  he  retired 
on  gratuity  a  deduction  equivalent  to  it 
will  be  made  from  his  pay. 

THREE  YEAR  ENLISTMENT. 
♦SIR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
in  order  to  give  the  system  of  three-year 
enlistment  that  fair  trial  which  the 
Inspector  General  of  Recruiting  has  asked 
for  it,  the  Government  intend  to  propose 
for  the  three-year  men  the  extra  3d.  of 
pay  which  is  to  be  granted  to  the 
Militia. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  This  is  a  point 
which  is  receiving  careful  examination. 
The  question  is  complicated  by  the  neces- 
sity of  securing  full  drafts  for  India. 


EN  LISTM  ENT— U  N  DER-AUE 
RECRUITS. 

Mu.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  youth  of  the 
name  of  Maguire  enlisted  at  Leeds  in  the 
2nd  Dragoon  Guards  in  January  last  with- 
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,  the  knowledge  of  his  parents,  he  l>eing 
iy    seventeen   years   of  age  ;   that  his 
rents   applied   for   his   discharge,    pro- 
icing  a  certificate  of  birth  to  the  general 
ticer  commanding    the  North   Eastern 
h'strict   of    York,   but    that   this  officer 
.cclined  to  accede  to  their  request  ;  and 
rhether,  under  the  circumstances,  he  will 
lirect  Maguire  to  be  discharged  if  he  so 
desire. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  If  the  man  is  over 
seventeen  the  settlement  of  the  case  rests 
entirely  with  the  general  officer  com- 
manding the  district. 

Mr.  NUSSEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
steps  are  taken  by  requiring  the  produc- 
tion of  a  certificate  of  birth  when  readily 
procurable,  by  inquiries  from  relatives,  or 
otherwise,  to  verify  the  statements  made 
by  recruits  as  to  their  age  ;  and  if  he  will 
state,  by  what  means,  if  any,  the  relatives 
of  boys  who  have  enlisted  under  the 
prescribed  age  can  procure  their  dis- 
charge. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  On  attestation  the  : 
medical  officer  certifies  as  to  the  probable  , 
age  of  the  recruit.  If  the  recruiting  or  : 
approving  officer  considers  that  the  man  i 
is  not  of  the  age  which  he  states,  due  I 
inquiry  is  made.  If  a  soldier  is  claimed  ' 
by  his  parents  and  is  proved  to  be  under  i 
seventeen  he  is  discharged  at  once  ;  if 
between  seventeen  and  eighteen,  the  j 
general  officer  commanding  has  absolute  ! 
discretion  as  to  his  disposal. 

IRISH  REGIMENTAL  CANTEENS. 
Captain  DON  ELAN :    On  behalf  of, 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Cork,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether,  in  regard  to  the  contracts  : 
for  the  supphes  to  regimental  canteens  in 
Ireland,  and  in  view  of  his  statement  of  ; 
the  15th  instant  that  general  officers  have  | 
discretionary  power  to  make  district  con- 
tracts when  they  consider  it  in  the  interests 
of  the  troops,  opportunity  will  Imj  given 
to  local  merchants  and  traders  to  tender 
for  supplies ;  and  whether  in  those  cases 
where  the  conditions  as  to  price,  quality, 
and  temis  are  satisfactory,  the  claims  of 
local  contractors  will  be  favourably  con- 
sidered. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  .  As  I 
have  already  told  the  hon.  Member,  the 
Secretary   of  State    sees   no   reason    for 


[  interfering  with  the  action  of  the  gem 
|  officers    commanding     the     districts 

Ireland,  or  elsewhere,  in  connection  w 

supplies  to  canteens. 

:  Captain  DONELAN  :  Will  preferei 
be  given  to  Irish  traders  in  this  matter 

;  *Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS: 
have  only  this  instant  told  the  h< 
Gentleman  that  the  discretion  is  left 
the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer 
the  district. 

SWIFT  ARMED    SCREW  COLLIERS 

j      Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gatesheac 

i  I   beg  to  ask  the    First   Lord    of    t 

Admiralty  whether  the  firm  of  Furne 

!  Withy,  and  Company,  of  Hartlepool,  sc 

;  to  the  Admiralty  a  design  for  swift  arm 

screw  colliers  fully  twelve  months  ag> 

i  whether  this  design  of  vessel  was  approv< 

by   the   Controller ;    and    whether  sue 

vessels  should  now  l>e  contracted  for  i 

as  to  follow  any  fleet  with  coal  supplies. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY:  A  design  for  i 
armed  screw  collier  was  sent  to  tl 
Admiralty  by  that  firm  in  July,  185 
The  speed  was  10£  knots.  The  desi 
was  not  approved  by  the  Control! 
There  is  no  intention  of  contracting  fo 
collier  of  that  type  and  speed. 


NAVAL       OFFICERS— RECORDS      I 
PROMOTION    QUALIFICATION. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:   I  beg  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whe 
the  time  spent  by  naval  officers  quart 
in  liarracks  on  land  counts  exactly 
same   as   regards  qualification    for 
motion  as  time  spent  afloat ;  whetl 
regards  qualification  for  promotion 
tenants  who,  by  keeping  regular 
when  afloat,  gain  experience  in  ha 
ships  have  any  advantages    over 
classes  of  lieutenants  who  do  nc 
regular  watch  when  afloat ;  and  ' 
at  the  Admiralty  such  complete 
are   kept  as   to  readily  show  he 
time  any  particular  officer  has  * 
shore,   how  much  time   at  sea, 
what  period  of  time  he  has  kep 
watches. 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  Theans 
first  paragraph  is,  yes,  but  not  n 
have  served  the  full  period  i 
war  at  sea  required  by  the  t 
After  they  have  done  so*  the  t 
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by  naval  officers  in  establishments  in 
harbour  or  on  shore,  such  as  the  gunnery 
and  torpedo  schools  and  depots,  does 
count  the  same  as  service  afloat.  Of 
course  promotion  is  always  by  selection. 
The  reply  to  the  second  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  reply  to  the  third  paragraph  is 
in  the  affirmative,  except  that  no  special 
record  is  kept  of  the  period  regular  watch 
has  been  kept  by  officers. 

MILITIA  SERVICE   IN   BRITISH 
COLONIES. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  in  any,  and,  if  so,  in  which  of 
our  self-governing  colonies  the  law  pro- 
vides   that     all     male    British    subjects 
between  certain  ages  shall  be  placed  on 
the  roll  of  the  Militia ;  and  whether  he 
cm  state  what  duties  such  Militia  has  to 
discharge,   and    the    age    during   which 
1      liability  for  service  continues. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  In  Canada  the  Militia 
toll  includes  all  male  inhabitants  between 
eighteen  and  sixty,  who  are  British  sub- 
jects and  not  specially  exempted.  The 
Militia  may  be  called  out  for  active  service 
either  within  or  without  Canada.  In  the 
Cape  Colony  the  burgher  force  includes 
»U  males  between  eighteen  and  fifty,  with 
certain  exemptions,  and  may  be  called  out 
for  service  within  the  colony  or  beyond  the 
borders.  The  defence  forces  of  South 
Australia,  Queensland,  and  Tasmania 
include  all  British  male  inhabitants 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  in  South  Australia,  sixty  in  Queens- 
land, and  fifty-five  in  Tasmania,  and  they 
we  liable  for  service  in  any  part  of 
Australia  or  Tasmania.  The  New  Zealand 
Militia  consists  of  all  male  inhabitants 
between  seventeen  and  fifty-five,  and  is 
liable  for  service  in  the  colony.  The 
compulsory  powers  in  these  colonies  are 
not  enforced,  only  those  who  volunteer 
being  called  out  for  training. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich)  :  Are  we  to  understand  that 
in  New  Zealand  all  inhabitants  are  liable, 
where  only  British  subjects  are  so  in  the 
other  colonies  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Oh,  no ;  of 
coorae  it  only  applies  to  British  subjects. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER:  Your  answer 
*u  "all  male  inhabitants." 
VOL  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


CAPE  CRIMINAL  LAW. 
Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
'  Colonies  whether   the   statute    6   and    7 

Will.  IV.  c.  57,  enacting  that  laws  in 
\  force  at  Cape  Colony  for  punishment  of 
!  crimes  be  extended  to  British  subjects  in 

adjacent  territories   up   to  2odeg.  south 

latitude,  is  still  in  effective  operation,  or 
i  whether  it  has  been  repealed  or  allows 
,  to  drop  into  disuse. 


i  Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  law  in 
I  question  was  repealed  by  26  and  27  Vict, 
c.  35,  which  re-enacted  its  provisions, 
1  but  made  offences  triable  in  Natal  as  well 
,  as  in  Cape  Colony. 

1  CRETE. 

|  Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye):  I 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
■  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will  lay 

upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of 
,  the  report  of  H.R.H.  Prince  George, 
,  High  Commissioner  of  Crete,  upon  the 
!  administration  of  that  island,  together 
j  with  a  memorandum  by  the  financial 
i  adviser  to  the  Cretan  Government  upon 
j  the  revenue  and  expenditure  and  judicial 
;  and  executive  services  during  the  year 
I  1899,  as  well  as  any  other  information 
|  suitable   for  presentation   to   Parliament 

communicated  to  Consul  General  Graves 
|  by  the  High  Commissioner. 

|  *Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No  general  report 
on  the  administration  of  Crete  has  yet 
been  received  from  His  Royal  Highness 
the  High  Commissioner,  but  when  infor- 
mation as  to  the  services  named  in  the 
question  reaches  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment it  will  bo  presented  to  Parliament. 

EVASIONS  OF  THE  DEATH  DUTIES. 
Mr.  BROADHURST :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
j  he  proposes  to  obtain  power  to  prevent 
the  evasion  of  the  law  relating  to  death 
duties  in  the  case  of  estates  of  great 
values. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  I  think  that,  judging  from  receipts 
from  death  duties,  anything  that  could 
properly  be  called  evasion  of  the  law  is 
rare,  but  I  have  one  point  relating  to  this 
matter  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Has  the 
,  right    hon.   Gentleman's   attention    been 

'      2  E 
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directed  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Westminster  ? 


[No 


answer  was 


given.] 


FEMALE  FACTORY  INSPECTORS. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  report  of  the  prin- 
cipal lady  inspector  in  the  Chief  Inspec- 
tor's Report  on  Factories  and  Workshops 
for  1898,  which  shows  a  considerable 
diminution  in  the  number  of  visits  of 
female  inspectors  to  factories  and  work- 
shops in  1898  as  compared  with  1895, 
such  diminution  being  assigned  chiefly  to 
the  excessive  development  of  clerical  work 
without  clerical  assistance;  and  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  remedy  this 
.state  of  things. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  I 
am  aware  of  the  fact  mentioned,  but  I 
may  direct  my  right  hon.  friend's  atten- 
tion to  other  parts  of  the  same  report 
of  the  principal  lady  inspector,  which 
show  that  a  second  clerk  has  been  given 
to  her  department ;  and  that  changes  in 
administrative  methods  have  been  intro- 
duced which  are  calculated,  and  which  she 
says  she  confidently  expects,  to  lessen  the 
strain  of  clerical  work  in  this  as  well 
as  in  other  branches  of  the  Factory 
Department. 

Mr.  TALBOT  :  But  there  was  a  diminu- 
tion of  visits  ] 

♦Sir  xM.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  If  my  right 
hon.  friend  is  good  enough  to  read  the 
later  pages  of  the  Report,  I  do  not  think 
he  will  have  much  fault  to  find. 

SCOTTISH     REFORMATORY    AND 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Biidgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  when  he 
will  take  the  steps  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  intention  intimated  last  session  of 
transferring  to  the  Scottish  Office  the 
control  of  reformatory  and  industrial 
schools  in  Scotland. 

*Sm  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have  had 
a  Bill  prepared  on  this  subject,  and  I  hope 
to  l>e  able  to  introduce  it  within  a  very 
few  days. 


i       CORONERS'   INQUESTS- VIEWING 
BODIES. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  has  obtained  in- 
formation since  2nd  July,  1897,  concern- 
ing the  opinions  of  coroners  mdividually 

;  on  the  question  of  retaining  the  obliga- 
tions upon  jurymen  to  see  bodies  at 
inquests ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  take  steps 
to  obtain  the  opinions  of  coroners,  either 
by   application   to   them  individually  or 

;  inquiry  through  the  Coroners'  Society. 

*Sir    M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :     I    have 

nothing  to  add  to  an  answer  I  give  to  a 

j  similar   question  on  the  28th  February, 

|  1898,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  I  had 

received    the    opinion  of    the    Coroners* 

Society,  which  was  opposed  to  any  altera- 

,  tion  of  the  law  on  this  point,  and  that  I 

did  not  see  that  I  could  with  advantage 

take  any  further  steps  in  the  matter. 

J     OWEN  JONES  CflARITY,  CHESTER. 
j      Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  ^uton) :  I 
j  l>eg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Thirsk 
:  Division   of    Yorkshire,   as   representing 
!  the  Charity  Commissioners,  whether  itr  is 
proposed  that  the  sum  of  £2,000  from  tvlie 
|  Owen  Jones  Charity  at  Chester  is  to    *be 
|  given  as  an  endowment  to  the  Queen's 
School  at  Chester,  which  is  a  denomina- 
1  tional  school  of  the  Church  of  England, 
|  with  a  Conscience  Clause ;  and  whether 
it  is  the  practice  of  the  Commission  to 
'  appropriate  money  left  for  undenomina- 
tional purposes  to  denominational  use ;  and 
if  not,  on  what  ground  the  money  of  the 
I  Owen  Jones  Charity,  which  is  an  und* 
!  nominational  charity,  is  to  be  utilised  for 
I  the  Queen's  School. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  CHARITY 
1  COMMISSIONER  (Mr.  Grant  Law*)*, 
I  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk):  The  Owen  Jon* 
!  Charity  was  founded   for  the  benefit  <* 
j  members  of  the  city  companies  of  Chester 
•  and  their  children.     The  Commission*1 
j  propose  to  comply  with  the  request  of  to* 
I  representatives  of  the  companies  and  of  tb6 
trustees  of  the  charity,  that  £2,000  fr** 
this  charity  should  l>e  applied  in  aid  J* 
the  buildings  of  the  Queen's  School    *5 
return  for  this  i>2,000,  the  companies  *H* 
have  the  first  right  to  nominate  oonap^j 
tors  for   four  scholarships  in  the  «&<f* 
worth  from  <£8  to  £16  a  year.    No  &* 
nominational  restriction  is    attached  ^ 
these  scholarships  or  to  admission  to  t*^. 
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achool.  The  Queens  School  is  largely 
attended  by  daughters  of  Nonconformists. 
The  Commissioners  do  not  consider  this 
to  be  diversion  of  money  left  for  unde- 
nominational purposes  to  denominational. 
A  scheme  to  give  effect  to  the  proposal  of 
the  city  companies  has  been  duly  pul>- 
lished  in  Chester,  and  no  objection  has 
been  made  by  anyone. 

INDIAN  FAMINE. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire) : 

1  l>eg  to  ask  the   Secretary  of   State  for 

India  whether  the  Government,  in  view 

of  the  present  strain  upon  the  financial 

means  and  credit  of  the  Government  of 

India,    will    consider    the    propriety    of 

guaranteeing    the     Indian    Loan    which 

will    have     to     be    raised     for     famine 

purposes  in  connection  with  the  coming 

Indian  Budget. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing):  On  the  15th  instant  I  stated, 
in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  hon. 
Baronet,  that  we  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  either  the  financial  means  or 
the  credit  of  the  Government  of  India  are 
insufficient  to  meet  all  demands  that  are 
likely  to  arise  in  connection  with  the 
relief  of  distress  caused  by  the  present 
kmine  in  India.  The  Indian  Financial 
Statement  will  be  made  towards  the  end  of 
March,  and  till  then  I  cannot  say  whether 
the  hon.  Member's  assumption — namely, 
Aat  a  loan  will  l>e  necessary  for  famine 
.Purposes — is  correct  or  not. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN :  I  beg  to 
4*k  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  state  the  total  number  of 
'deaths  from  the  present  famine  in  India 
Sported  up  to  date  ;  and  whether  he  will 
obtain  and  make  public  fortnightly  telo- 
#*phic  reports  showing  the  number  of 
«uch  deaths. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  am  glad  to 
*y  that  hitherto  very  few  deaths  have 
ken  reported  as  caused  by  starvation.  In 
theCentral  Provinces,  through  the  numbers 
living  relief  are  larger  than  in  any 
jAerpart  of  India,  the  death  rate  for  last 
December  was  much  less  than  the  rate  for 
Deeember,  1897,  and  was  not  greatly 
*we  the  normal  rate.  Monthly  state- 
^ts  of  deaths  due  to  starvation  are  re- 
eved, but  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
***?  must  necessarily  be  incomplete,  and 
•^7  attempt  to  publish  weekly  returns 


would  be  misleading,  especially  as  no 
such  returns  could  be  obtained  from  the 
native  States.  1  am  not  prepared  to  add 
to  the  labours  of  officers  in  the  famine 
districts  by  calling  for  more  frequent 
reports  on  this  subject. 

Sir  \V.  WEDDERBURN:  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  grant  a  return,  in  the 
form  standing  on  Friday's  Paper,  of  remis- 
sions and  suspensions  of  land  revenue  in 
India  during  the  last  two  famines. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  1  do  not  think 
it  would  be  advisable  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  at  the  present  time  for  the 
detailed  statement  which  the  hon.  Member 
asks  for.  But  I  can  inform  him  that  the 
total  remissions  and  suspensions  on 
account  of  famineamounted  approximately 
to  1,520,000  tens  of  rupees  in  1876-7,  and 
to  2,130,000  tens  of  rupees  in  1896-7. 
In  addition  to  these  remissions  during  the 
actual  year  of  famine,  large  remissions 
were  on  each  occasion  made  during  the 
following  year,  and  as  long  as  the  effects 
of  the  famine  required  it. 


INDIAN  RAILWAYS— CONNECTION 
WITH  RUSSIAN  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  activity  with  which 
Russia  ana  Germany  are  pushing  forward 
the  construction  of  railways  towards  the 
Indian  frontier,  and  seeing  that  this  ques- 
tion has  not  been  discussed  by  the  House 
,  of  Commons  since  the  appointment  of  the 
Euphrates  Valley  Railway  Committee  in 
1871,  he  will  consent  to  the  appointment 
',  of    a  Committee  to  examine  and  report 
I  upon  the  best  method  of  connecting  the 
Indian  and  Russian  railway  systems,  and 
so    establishing    through     railway    com- 
munication from  Calais  to  Calcutta. 

Loud  G.  HAMILTON  •  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this. 
The  question  of  connecting  the  Indian 
and  Russian  railway  systems  is  one  in 
which  many  important  considerations, 
besides  that  of  the  convenience  of 
through  communication,  are  involved. 
Any  such  connection  must  run  through 
the  territory  of  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan, 
and  as  his  assent  is  a  necessary  pre- 
i  liminary  to  the  consideration  of  any  such 
undertaking  1  do  not  think  that  any 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  the 
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pr< 
h  a  Committee  as  the  hon.   Member 

Mr.  MACLEAN :  Is  it  intended  that 
fghanistan  shall  always  block  the  high 
>ad  to  civilisation  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

WOOLWICH  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ELEC- 
TION -  <  iOVEHNMENT  WORKMEN 
VOTERS. 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether,  in  view  of  the  County  Council 
election  at  Woolwich  on  Saturday  next, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  afford  to  the 
men  employed  there  by  Government  an 
opportunity  of  recording  their  vote,  seeing 
that  overtime  is  now  being  worked  on 
Saturdays. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Yes, 
Sir.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
such  cessation  of  overtime  as  may  be 
necessarv. 


AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION. 
Colonel       LOCKWOOD        (Essex, 
Epping) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the   Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether,  in  view  of  the  transference 
of  the  educational  powers  of  the  Boanl  of 
Agriculture  which  may,  under  Section  2, 
Sub-section  2,  of  the  Board  of  Education  t 
Act,  devolve  upon  the  Board  of  Education  I 
in  April  next,  there  will  be  established  a  ! 
department  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  j 
deal  specifically  with  technical  education,  ; 
to  which  department  such  powers  might  ■ 
be  transferred.  ' 

The  VICE  -  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  question  of  transferring 
the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
is,  as  I  stated  a  few  days  ago,  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government.  If 
transferred  at  all,  they  will  be  transferred 
to  the  Board  of  Education,  and  not  to  a 
department,  and  will  be  exercised  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

ORGANISATION    OF  THE   EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  I  l>eg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on   Education  whether  his  atten- 


tion  has   been  Galled,  to  the   speech   ii 

dicating    a    method    of    organising    th 

Education  Office,  which  was  delivered  o 

1st  August,  1898,*  by  the  Lord  Presider 

in  introducing  the  then  Board  of  Educs 

tion    Bill,   and    which  was  subsequentl 

officially   circulated ;    and    whether    th 

Departmental  Committee  for  the  organise 

of   the  Board  of   Education   will  be   u 

structed  to  take,  in  connection  with  th 

terms  of  reference  which  were  assigned  t 

i  them   by  the  Lord  President,  and  wei 

I  communicated  to  this  House  on  the  12t 

!  inst,    the   method   of   organisation    suj 

!  gested  by  the  Lonl  President,  namely,  the 

a  Secondary  Education  Department  prop* 

should  be  established,  which  in  it*  supei 

vision    of    all   secondary   schools    woul 

necessarily   also  take  over   some  of  th 

duties     at    present     performed    by    th 

Education    Department,,     together    witl 

other  duties  at  present  performed  by  th< 

I  Science  and    Art    Department,  and  tha 

,  another   Department   might   be   charge 

|  with    the    duties    pertaining    to  strict  1 

technical  education. 

Sir  J.  GORST:   The    answer  to  t> 

first  paragraph   is  in  the  affirmative.     1 
addition  to  the  terms  of  reference  to  "t 
Departmental  Committee  is  at  present 
contemplation. 

CORPORAL    PUNISHMENT    IN 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Silt  JOHN  BRUNNEK:  I  beg  to 
the    Vice-President  of  the  Committe 
Council   on    Education   on  what  groi 
the  alteration  of  the  instructions  to 
Majesty's  inspectors  was  made  in  the 
1891,  according  to  which  it  is  no  1< 
required  that  entries  shoidd  lie   nu 
all  cases  of  corporal  punishment  in' 
in  elementary  schools ;  upon  what 
sentations  the  alteration  was  mad* 
whether    Her    Majesty's  inspector 
reported  the  results  to  be  satisfacl 
have    they    made    any    reports 
subject. 


Siu  J.  GOKST:  No  record 
the  grounds  on  which  the  forme? 
tions  to  inspectors  respecting 
punishment  were  omitted  in  J 
upon  whose  representations  this 
No  reports  as  to  the  effect  of  th 
have  been  received  from  Her 
inspectors. 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debf 
Series],  Vol.  lxiii.,  page  666. 
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Sir  JOHN    BRUNNER :   Are  we  to  i     MERCHANT  SHIPPING-CRIMPING 

understand  that  it  was  a  mere  accident  I  IN  UNITED  STATES  PORTS. 

then  ?  !      .Mr.  HAVFXOCK    WILSON :    I  beg 

o.„  i  nstDooi     mi.-         i        .  l  '  t°  ask   the   President   of  the  Board   of 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Things  do  not  happen    Trade  what  if  have  1)een  token 

%•  mere  accident  an  Government  Depart- !  bv  him  t0  a,Je  the    ^ctice  o{  a,lo   • 

e ""•  crimps  to  use  and  frequent  H.B.M.  Con- 

sular Shipping  Office  at  New  York  during 
SCHOOL    BOARD    TEACHERS'  ,  the    times    that   seamen   are   being   dis- 

5    ...        T  ''■  cnarged  and  engaged  from  and  for  British 

Mr.  S\DNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  ,  vessels  ;  whether  any  correspondence  has 
Hamlets,  Poplar).:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-  passed  between  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  ;  H.B.M.  Consul  General  at  New  York 
Education  whether,  where  a  school  board  ,  upon  this  subject,  and  whether  such 
superannuation  fund  is  augmented  out  of  !  correspondence  will  be  laid  upon  the 
the  rates,  a  teacher  who  is  in  receipt  of  |  Table  of  the  House ;  whether  he  is  aware 
such  a  pension  could,  if  he  had  also  that  crimps  and  other  undesirable  persons 
accepted  the  Treasury  scheme,  be  eligible  are  at  present  allowed  the  same  free 
for  both  pensions.  '  access  to   such  office  as  heretofore ;  and 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  position  of  a  Aether,  in  view  of  the  gravity  of  this 
teacher  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  scheme  '  ™nPlalnt>  he  ™l\  recommend  Her 
of  pensions  would  not  be  prejudiced  by  '  Majesty*  Government  to  appoint  a  small 
wasonof  his  receipt  of  a  pension  from  a  ™"™on  to  visit  New  \ork  and  other 
school  board  superannuation  fund.  United  States  ports  in  order  to   report 

r  fully  upon   the   actual   conditions    there 

■ot    t.rwj-.ir    *^-,x  c.™    ,,.»  ™     ,^„^   „      prevailing  and  the  best  mean*  of  remedy- 
ST.  SIMON   AND   OT^  JLDE'S  SCHOOL,  ;  fng  the  afleged  evils  * 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  :  1  beg  to  ask  i  The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  on  \  OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
Education  whether  he  will  instruct  one  ;  believe  the  Consul  General  exercises  great 
■of  Her  Majesty '8  Inspectors  to  make  .  care  in  the  management  of  the  Consular 
inquiry  into  the  alleged  cases  of  corporal  !  Shipping  Office  in  New  Y'ork,  but  we  are 
punishment  at  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude's  ;  at  present  in  correspondence  with  the 
Church  School  at  Southport,  in  OctoW  j  Foreign  Office,  with  a  view  of  endeavour- 
kat,  one  of  which  is  said  to  have  resulted  j  ing  to  make  arrangements  to  secure  that 
in   a  child    remaining    unconscious   for  ;  undesirable  persons  are  not  admitted  to 

aeveral  hours.  the  office. 

i 

.SIR  J.    GORST:    Yes,    1    will  cause;      Mr.    HAVELOCK    WILSON:    May 
inquiry  to  be  made.  :  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  the 

pledge  he  gave  last  April  has  not  been 
ABSENCES    FROM    ELEMENTARY        carried  out  and  steps  taken    to   put   an 
SCHOOLS.  !  end  to  this  unseemly  condition  of  things  ? 

Mr  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham  j  Mr>  RITCHIE:  The  matter  is  one  of 
«0:  I  beg  to  ask  the  \ ice-President  of  j  considerable  complication.  I  believe  there 
W  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  has  been  correspondence  between  the 
▼aether,  in  view  of  his  recent  statement  Foreigri  Office  and  New  York  going  on  for 
that about  a  million  chddren  ^ho  ought  |  mont^  t. 
10  be  in  attendance  at  our  public  elemen-  i 

JT  schools  were  absent  from  them  every  |      Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  I  shall 
W»  it    is    his    intention    to   introduce  '  call  attention  to  this  on  the  Estimates  for 
kgtelation   to   remedy   this  condition   of    the  Board  of  Trade, 
thing,.  *  J 

Sir  J.  GORST:    My  suggestion    was  j  P.   AND  O.   STEAMERS— CREW 

**  the  remedy  for  the  state  of  things  •  ACCOMMODATION. 

^pWned  of  was  not  to  be  found  in  ]      Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
Asiatic  able  seamen  and   the  number  of 


^•h  legislation,  but  rather  in  the  more 
j^fctive  administration   of  the  existing 
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Asiatics  engaged  in  the  stokehold  and 
engine-room  of  the  Peninsular  and  Orien- 
tal steamship  "Australia";  whether  he 
can  state  the  number  of  places  provided 
for  the  accommodation  and  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  such  persons  ;  whether  he 
(ran  state  the  cubical  space  and  the 
number  of  superficial  feet  measured  on 
the  deck  or  floor  provided  for  each  man  ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  if  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company  are  now  complving 
with  the  210th  section  of  The  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1^94  ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  intends  to  institute  legal  proceedings 
against  the  said  company  for  such 
default. 


Questions. 


90S 


be  expected  to  present  its  Report  at  an 
early  date.  The  Report  and  evidence  wilf 
be  presented  to  the  House  in  due  course:. 


FOOT 


AND    MOUTH    DISEAHE 
REGULATIONS. 


Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  numlier  of  Asiatic 
seamen  employed  on  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  steamer  ••  Australia  "  is  fifty-one, 
and  the  number  of  Asiatics  engaged  in 
the  stokehold  and  engine-room  is  ninety. 
The  number  of  places  provided  for  these 
men  is  two,  one  on  the  starl>oard  and  one 
on  the  port  side  of  the  poop.  The  cubic 
space  provided  per  man  is  in  each  case 
rather  over  72  feet.  The  floor  area  per 
man  is  a  little  over  9  feet.  As  regards 
the  cubic  space,  the  Imperial  Act  is  com- 
plied with,  but,  as  regards  the  floor  area 
there  is  a  deficiency,  which  will  require  to 
be  remedied  if  deduction  from  the  regis- 
tered tonnage  is  to  continue  to  be  allowed. 
I  have  already  explained  to  the  hon. 
Members  that  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  I  do  not  propose 
at  present  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK   WILSON:    1  beg 

to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  notice 
that  I  shall  call  attention  to  this  matter 
on  the  Estimates. 


SEAMEN'S  DISCHARGES  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  I  l>eg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  state 
if  the  Departmental  Committee  which  he 
appointed  last  year  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  seamen's  discharges  have  yet 
finished  their  inquiries  ;  whether  it  is  his 
intention  to  publish  the  evidence  given 
by  witnesses  before  this  Committee,  and 
alxnit  what  date  does  he  expect  the  Com- 
mittee to  report- :  and  whether  such 
Report  will  be  presented  to  the  House. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  am  informed  that 
the  Committee  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  has  finished  its  inquiries,  and  may 


Mr.   BROADHURST :    I  beg  to  ask 

the  President  of  the  Board  ofc  itgmculture 

whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  grant  the 

request  contained  in  the  resolution  passed 

ion   the   17th   instant   by   the    executive- 

!  Committee    of      the    Norfolk      County 

i  Council. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  at 
,  the  same  time  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
i  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  is  now 
I  in   a  position  to  state  the  modification* 
1  which  he  proposes  to  make  in  the  order 
i  re  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  all  the  outbreaks  have  been  con- 
fined to  a  very  small  area,  he  can  now  see 
:  his  way  to  withdrawing  the  order  entirely 
!  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  scheduled 
.  district. 

!      Mr.   RITCHIE  (for  Mr.   Long):  In 
j  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  and  to  the  hon. 
I  Member  for  South  Norfolk,  who  has  a 
similar  question  on  the  Paper,  my  right 
hon.  friend   asks  me  to  state  that  unaer 
existing  circumstances   the   entire    with- 
drawal of  the   existing  restrictions  from 
any  portion    of    the    scheduled    district* 
could  not  but  be  attended  with  consider — 
able  danger  of  the  extension  of  foot  andL 
mouth    disease    to    other    parts  of  th^ 
coiuitry.     He  proposes,  however,  to  issii^ 
an  order  to-day  peraiitting,  under  certain 
conditions,  the  movement  of  stock  for  ttie 
!  purposes  of  feeding,  isolation,  and  lambing 
!  within  the  outlying  portions  of  the  di»- 
i  trict,  and  also  the  movement  of    stock 
1  into  those  portions  in  cases  where  excep- 
tional difficulty  and  hardship  at  present 
exist.     The  order  will  come  into  op^1"*" 
|  tion  on  Saturday. 

j       TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION^ 
WITH   SCOTLAND. 

*Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  if  he  can  state 
the  length  of  time  during  which  tele- 
graphic and  telephonic  communication 
between  London  and  the  north  « 
England  and  Scotland  was  interrupted  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  storm ;  th6 
number  and  mileage  of  the  wires  blown 
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down ;  the  number  of  messages  delayed ; 
whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  similar 
extensive    and    prolonged   interruptions 
Wing  prevented  by  the  substitution  of 
underground   for    overhead    wires;    and 
whether  as,    during    the    recent    storm 
Scotland  received    its    earliest  messages 
!        and  news  of  the  war  by  under-sea  cables 
from  Ireland  via  Dublin  and  Belfast,  he 
will  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
an  under-sea  telegraph  cable,  in  sufficiently 
deep  water  to  keep  clear  of  anchorages, 
}>y  the  east  coast  from  London  to  Edin- 
burgh, Dundee,  and  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) :  I 
beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to     the    Treasury,    as   representing    the 
Postmaster  General,  whether,  considering 
the   loss  and  annoyance  caused  through 
the  absence  of  telegraphic  and  telephonic 
communication    between     Scotland    and 
England  during  the   recent   storm,   and 
which  occurs  at  times  throughout  the  year 
owing  to  the  wires  being  carried  overhead 
to-day  just  as  they  were  twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  providing  an  emergency  underground 
circuit,  similar  to  that  in  Germany,  con- 
necting London  with  the  principal  cities 
in  the  provinces,  which,  being  impervious 
to  all  meteorological  convulsions,  could  be 
safely    employed     under     extraordinary 
circumstances. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
TUB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Haxbury,  Pres- 
ton): The    period    of    interruption    has 
v*ried  considerably  in  the  case  of  different 
towns,  and  it  is  impossible  at  present  to 
4Si  ye  details  in  regard  to  the  number  and 
***ileage  of  the  wires  blown  down  or  the 
** limber  of  messages  delayed.   The  storms 
****vebeen  of  almost  unexampled  extent 
***«!  severity.      Until   the   recent  storm 
^here  had  not  been  a  general  interruption 
€*t  telegraphic  communication   with  Scot- 
land since  1886.     The  want  of  any  form 
°f  insulated  wire  which  could  be  provided 
at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  would  give  even 
Moderately   satisfactory    results    from   a 
telegraphic  point  of  view,  prevented  the 
postmaster  General  for  many  years  from 
kying  down  long  underground  lines ;  but 
"e  took  steps  to  minimise  as  much  as 
P°«ible  the  risk  of  total  interruption  of 
*««  overground   lines  by  erecting  them 
along  distinct  and  separate  routes,  and  by 
,*^"J"ng  reserve  wires.     On  the   intro- 
i  of  a  new  form  of  insulated  wire 


I  at  a  moderate  price,  which  gave  promise 
1  of  satisfactory  results  in  telegraphy,  he 
had  it  tried,  and  then  proceeded  to  lay 
,  down  a  line  of  no  less  than  seventy-six 
I  wires  from  London  to  Birmingham.    This 
line,  which  has  taken  about  three  years  to 
1  construct,  is  now  on  the  point  of  comple- 
tion.   It  passes  underground  through  that 
'  part  of  the  country  which  is  subject  to  the 
most  destructive  gales,  and  it  will  give  an 
increased   measure    of    stability    to    the 
i  whole  telegraph  system.  Notwithstanding 
[  the  advantages  which  the  new  form   of 
insulated  wire  possesses  over  the  old,  it  is 
I  not  free  from  defects  ;  and  some  unfore- 
•  seen  electric    difficulties  have   presented 
i  themselves.      The  Postmaster  General  is 
|  not  prepared  to  entertain  the  suggestion 
,  that  a  submarine  cable  should  belaid  in 
1  the  North  Ssa   to   maintain   telegraphic 
i  communication     between     London     and 
Scotland. 

OFFICIAL    RECOGNITION   OF   POSTAL 
EMPLOYEES'   ORGANISATIONS. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General,  if 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  Postmaster  General  of  New 
Zealand  has  acceded  to  the  request  of  the 
members  of  the  New  Zealand  Post  and 
Telegraph  Association,  and  decided  that 
official  recognition  be  given  to  their  com- 
bination ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  a 
similar  concession  to  the  Postal 
Telegraph  Clerks'  Associatio?i  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  precise  meaning 
intended  to  be  attached  to  the  expression 
"  official  recognition  "  is  not  clear.     The 
Postmaster  General  is  at  all  times  ready 
to   consider    any    representations   made, 
whether  collectively  or  individually,  by 
persons  in   the    employment  of  the  De- 
partment,  and   it    is   not   necessary   for 
any  person,  in  order  to  obtain  a  hearing, 
to  associate  himself  either  formally  or  in- 
formally with  others.     But  all  classes  of 
Post  Office  servants  have   full  liberty  to 
form  themselves  into  associations  for  any 
,  legitimate  purpose,  and  any  representations 
i  from  such  bodies  will  be  duly  considered, 
if  conveyed  in  suitable  terms  and  through 
j  the  usual  •  official  channels.     All  those  by 
whom,  or  on  whose  behalf,  the  representa- 
I  tions  are  made  must   of  course  be  in  the 
I  service    of     the     Department    and    the 
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questions  raised  must  be  such  as  directly 
effect  all  those  represented. 

LIVERPOOL    FEMALE    TELE- 
GRAPHISTS. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  in 
receipt  of  a  petition,  forwarded  on  15th 
NovemW,  1899,  from  the  female  tele- 
graphists at  Liverpool,  in  reference  to  the 
amalgamation  of  counterwomen  and  female 
telegraphists ;  and  whether  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  reply  to  the  same. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  petition  has 
been  received,  and  the  memorialists  have 
l>een  answered. 

HISTORICAL   MANUSCRIPTS   COMMIS- 
SION—HOUSE OF  LORDS'  REPORTS. 

Mr.  CR1LLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
a  volume  of  historical  manuscripts,  in 
continuation  of  those  already  issued  by 
the  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission, 
has  appeared  as  an  independent  volume 
issued  exclusively  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  that  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
have  not  received  this  volume;  and  whether 
he  will  make  arrangements  that  this 
volume  will  be  issued  to  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  amongst  their  Parlia- 
mentary Papers,  as  previous  volumes  have 
been  issued. 

Sir  J.  W.  MACLURE  (Lancashire, 
Stretford) :  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
copies  of  the  House  of  Lords  Manuscripts, 
Volume  1  (New  Series),  1693-1695,  will 
be  made  available  for  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  same  way  as 
to  Members  of  the  Upper  House. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Although  these 
manuscripts  are  now  l>eing  calendered 
and  issued  at  the  expense  of  the  Vote  for 
the  House  of  Lords,  the  expenditure  of 
the  Historical  MSS.  Commission  being 
restricted  to  documents  in  private  hands, 
I  think  they  are  practically  a  portion  of 
the  general  series,  and  I  will  arrange  for 
their  issue  to  Members  in  the  same  way 
as  the  other  volumes. 

FLINTSHIRE  TELEPHONE  SERVICE. 
IRISH   POST  OFFICE   SAVINGS  BANK.         Mr.       HERBERT        LEWIS      (FK»* 
Mr.    HAYDEN  :    I   beg  to   ask   the    Boroughs) :  I   beg  to  ask  the  Pinincto'* 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing    Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 


the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  inconvenience  is  caused  to 
depositors  in  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  in  Ireland  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
applications  for  withdrawals  have  to  be 
made  to  London  ;  and  whether  the  Post- 
master General  can  so  arrange  for  with- 
drawals to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Postmaster  General,  Dublin. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  In  most  cases  there 
is  little,  if  any,  greater  delay  in  with- 
drawing money  under  the  present  system 
than  if  such  withdrawal  could  be  sanc- 
tioned from  Dublin,  instead  of  from 
London.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Irish  savings  bank  accounts  were  kept  at 
Dublin,  money  could  no  longer  with  equal 
facility  be  deposited  in  or  withdrawn 
from  these  accounts  at  the  post  offices  in 
England  or  Scotland  ;  and  the  loss  of  this 
convenience  would  give  rise  to  much  dis- 
satisfaction. 

TELEPHONING  CABLEGRAMS. 
♦Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool,  Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  hindrance  to  business  experienced  by 
merchants,   especially  in    the   American 
trade,  from  the  postal  regulations  which 
prohibit  the  cables  companies  from  tele- 
phoning cablegrams  received  after  busi- 
ness hours  to  the  addresses,  though  re- 
quested  by  them  to  do  so,    and  which 
equally    prohibit  the    latter   from  tele- 
phoning direct  replies  for  transmission  by 
cable,   he  has  now  made    arrangements 
whereby  the  use  of  the  telephone  may  no 
longer  V»e  denied    to    subscribers;  and 
whether,   if   he   has  any  fear  that  the 
revenue  may  suffer  in  consequence  of  sock 
permission,  he  will  communicate  with  the 
cable  companies,  the  National  Telephone 
Company,  and  the  merchants  interested, 
with  a  view  to  safeguarding  any  rights 
which  the  Post  Office  may  possess  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  As  I  promised  the 
hon.  Member  last  week,  the  Postmaster 
General  is  considering  the  whole  question- 
The  matter  is,  however,  not  free  froD* 
difficulty,  and  an  immediate  decision  * 
not  practicable. 
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has  been  made  in  establishing  telephone  ' 
trunk  lines  and  exchanges  in  Flintshire. 

3lR.     HANBURY:     Telephone     ex-, 
^Ixunges   have   been   established    by   the 
X  actional  Telephone  Company  at  five  places  i 
in     Flintshire,  namely,  Buckley,  Connah's 
<Jiiay,  Holywell,  Mold,  and  Rhyl.    There  i 
is    trunk   communication   with  all  these, 
except    Holywell.      A  trunk    circiut  to 
Holywell  is  now  l>eing  provided.     Steps 
are  being  taken  to  open  an  exchange  at  i 
Flint. 

COUNTY  COURT  JURISDICTION.  | 
*MR.  MONK  (Gloucester):  I  l>eg  to ; 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  whether  the 
plea  for  time  to  enable  Her  Majesty's  I 
JJovernment  to  consider  and  develop  a  ] 
proper  system  of  jurisdiction  for  the  I 
county  courts  which  would  lie  satisfactory  ! 
to  the  country,  put  forward  by  him  on  j 
28th  February,  1899,  as  an  inducement  \ 
to  the  House  of  Commons  to  reject  a  j 
resolution  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  such  ! 
jiirisdictioii,  has  resulted  in  the  prepara- \ 
"on  of  any  such  scheme  ;  and  whether  i 
he  k  prepared  during  the  present  session  ! 
tohring  in  a  Bill  in  furtherance  of  that  ! 
object ;  if  not,  what  are  the  ol>stacles  to  [ 
*>ch  course. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
W  communicated  with  the  Lord  Chan- ' 
^llor  upon  my  hon.  friend's  question,  and  \ 
1  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  promise  I 
*nv  legislation  during  the  present  session  ' 
upon  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  j 
<*>unty  court  jurisdiction. 

*Mr.  MONK :  In  consequence  of  the  j 
j^ply  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  I  j 
'«$  to  give  notice  that  I  will  to-morrow  i 
^  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  i 
Ae  subject. 


Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  The 
mayor  and  aldermen  must  be  chosen  from 
those  who  have  a  qualification  within  the 
particular  borough. 


BELFAST  FAIR   KENT    APPEALS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE(Monaghan,N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  appeal  fair  rent  cases  listed 
for  hearing  by  the  Chief  Land  Commis- 
sion at  its  last  or  present  sitting  at 
Belfast,  whether  he  will  state  how  many 
of  these  appeals  have  been  disposed  of  ; 
in  how  many  cases  have  the  fair  rents  fixed 
by  the  Sul>-Commissionei\s  been  reduced, 
confirmed,  or  increased,  respectively;  also 
the  names  of  the  Chief  Commissioners 
who  constituted  the  court  at  its  Belfast 
sitting. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour)  :  There 
were  sixty- three  cases  for  hearing  by  the 
Commissioners  at  their  sitting  to  dispose 
of  fair  rent  appeals  at  Belfast  during  the 
present  month.  In  forty-eight  of  these 
cases  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners were  increased,  in  two  they  were 
reduced,  and  in  seven  they  were  affirmed. 
In  foil!'  cases  judgment  was  reserved,  and 
in  two  cases  the  originating  notices  wen? 
dismissed.  The  names  <»f  the  Commis- 
sioners who  constituted  the  court  are 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  (unties  in 
the  cases  dealt  with  at  the  sitting,  their 
solicitors,  and  the  publie  generally.  It 
is  therefore  apparent  that  the  inquiry  at 
the  end  of  the  question  has  not  been  put 
for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  information, 
but  with  a  view  to  marking  an  invidious 
distinction  between  different  members  of 
the  Land  Commission,  and  this  being  so 
I  must  respectfully  decline  to  answer  this 
portion  of  the  question. 


IRISH   CENSUS. 
MR     HAYDEN:     I    I  .eg    to    ask    Mr. 


NEW  LONDON  MUNICIPALITIES. 

Me.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea) :  I  beg  to  ( 
*k  Mr.  Attorney  General  whether,  re-, 

Ruling  the  terms  of  Clause  2,  Sub- ,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  it 
Action  4,  of  the  London  Government  ,  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
Act,  1899,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  ;  introduce  a  Bill  to  authorise  the  taking  of 
^h  metropolitan  borough  must  l»e  the  census  in  Ireland  in  11)01  :  and,  if  so, 
cw*en  from  those  who  have  a  qualifi-  •  when  will  it  be  introduced. 
**wn  within  that  particular  borough,  or  j 

*J«ther  they  may  be  chosen  from  all  Mr.  ATKINSON:  A  Hill  is  in  pre- 
t^cwho  have  a  qualification  within  the  !  paration,  and  will  be  introduced  as  soon 
^"Wy  of  London.  as  practicable. 
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SHILLELAGH  UNION  NIGHT  NURSE. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  guardiai  s  of  Shillelagh  Union 
have  repeatedly  advertised  for  a  trained 
night  nurse  for  their  workhouse  infirmary 
at  a  salary  varying  from  £30  to  £50 
a  year,  with  rations  and  a  furnished  apart- 
ment, and  having  failed  to  procure  one, 
they  appointed  an  untrained  person  as 
nurse ;  will  he  explain  why  tne  Local 
Government  Board  have  twice  declined 
to  sanction  her  appointment  i»n  the 
ground  that  she  had  no  experience,  and 
have  requested  the  medical  officer  of  the 
workhouse  to  requisition  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  under  the  Nursing  Order 
of  1897,  to  obtain  temporarily  a  trained 
nurse,  which  entails  a  heavy  expense  on 
the  ratepayers  ;  and  whether,  as  the 
guardians  maintain  that  in  their  small 
institution  a  trained  night  nurse  is  wholly 
unnecessary,  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  be  requested  to  reconsider  their  order 
to  the  medical  officer  to  have  a  trained 
night  nurse  temporarily  appointed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  facts  as  stated  in 
the  first  and  second  paragraphs  are 
substantially  correct.  It  appears  that 
there  are  at  present  under  medical  treat- 
ment in  the  infirmary  alxmt  sixty 
patients,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  of  opinion  that  as  there  is  no 
trained  nurse  in  the  workhouse,  it  is 
essential  for  the  safety  and  care  of  the 
sick  that  the  night  nurse  to  be  appointed 
should  be  a  properly  qualified  nurse. 
The  guardians  should  advertise  again, 
and,  if  necessary,  offer  a  higher  salary  so 
as  to  secure  the  services  of  a  trained 
nurse,  and  they  should  bear  in  mind  that 
if  they  appoint  a  nurse  possessing  the 
prescribed  qualifications,  one  half  of  her 
salary  will  be  paid  from  the  Local 
Taxation  Fund. 

AXNALY  ESTATE,  CO.  LONGFORD. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
l>eg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  the  number  of  tenants  whose 
applications  to  purchase  their  farms  on 
the  Annaly  (County  Longford)  estate  were 
refused ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
1894  a  large  number  of  tenants  on  this 
estate  signed  undertakings  to  purchase 
through   the   Land   Commission    on  the 


promise  of  the  receiver  that  in  two  yeai 
the  sales  would  be  completed ;  an 
whether  he  will  call  for  an  inquiry  int 
the  conduct  of  the  receiver,  or  can  h 
indicate  how  these  tenants  can  obtai 
redress. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  ^ 
Balfour)  :  As  regards  the  first  and  thin 
paragraphs,  I  must  refer  to  my  reply  t 
the  non.  Member's  previous  question  c 
Tuesday  last  on  the  same  subject,  t 
which  I  have  nothing  to  add.  The  Lan< 
Judge  has  no  information  as  to  the  secom 
paragraph. 

i\Ir.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  Has  the  righ 
hon.  Gentleman  personally  inquired  int* 
this  matter  1  I  am  told  that  the  infor 
mation  he  gave  me  is  entirely  wrong. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  No,  I  have  not 
inquired,  and  I  do  not  intend  to. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Leave  it  tc 
the  Castle. 


CAVAN  LAND  APPEALS. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of  cases 
of  appeal  from  decisions  of  Land  Sub- 
Commissioners  now  pending  in  Cavan 
county ;  whether  any  arrangement* 
have  been  made  for  the  sitting  of  the 
Appeal  Court  in  Cavan  during  the  month 
of  March ;  and  whether,  considering  the 
importance  of  expediting  these  cases,  he 
will  make  representations  to  the  Court  to 
hold  a  sitting  in  Cavan  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  There  are  46ft 
cases  in  which  appeals  are  pending  from 
County  Cavan.  No  sitting  for  the  hear- 
ing of  appeals  from  that  county  has  been 
arranged  for  the  coming  month.  The 
sittings  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
hearing  of  fair  rent  appeals  after  Easter 
have  not  yet  been  definitely  arranged, 
but  it  is  probable  that  a  sitting  for  the 
County  Cavan  will  be  included  among 
their  fixtures  after  Easter.  I  have  no 
power  to  interfere  with  the  arrangements 
of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Commit- 
sioners  have  fixed  a  sitting  forMullingtf 
on  March  ,14th  1  Will  he  not  make  repre- 
sentations to  them  to  expedite  matters  1 
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Mr.    ATKINSON :     It     is    not    the    (9)  of   the  Local  Government   (Ireland) 
Luainess  of  the i  Executive  Government  to    Act,    1898,   only   embraces    separate    or 


interfere  with  the  Commissioners  as  to  the 
conduct  of  their  business. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
1898  AMENDMENT. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  can  give  the  date  on  which  he  proposes 
to  introduce  the  short  Bill  to  amend  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898 ; 
and  whether  any  statement  will  be  made 
on  the  subject  before  the  close  of  the 
current  financial  half  year,  or  whether  any 
change  in  the  incidence  of  rates  on  town 


excluded  charges.  "  Ordinary,"  that  is 
to  say,  general  public  health  expenditure 
was  taken  into  account  in  fixing  the 
standard  poor  rate,  which  tenants  under 
existing  tenancies  can  deduct,  and  the 
tenants  do  not  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
make  any  additional  deduction  on  account 
thereof  from  the  rents  paid  by  them. 

(XJILBY'S  ESTATE. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) 


I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord   Lieutenant    of    Ireland,    whether, 
holdings  will  be  included  in  the  provisions    w^n   reference   to   the  case   of  J.  Bess- 
of  the  promised  Bill.  ,  borough,     tenant,     and     the     Trustees 

i  Ogilby's  Estate,  landlord,  his  attention 
Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  cannot  at  present :  na8  been  called  to  the  observations  of 
fix  a  date  for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  i  ^r-  Commissioner  Murrogh  O'Brien,  being 
in  question,  but  it  will  be  introduced  at !  one  °f  the  Land  Commissioners,  before 
as  early  a  date  as  possible.  Pending  the  whom  the  case  was  heard  ;  whether  he  is 
introduction  of  the  measure  I  can  make  i  aware  that  the  tenant  at  his  own  expense- 
no  statement  as  to  its  contents.  '  erected  the  buildings,  and  that   he  was 

!  charged  an  extra  amount  on  the  build- 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :    Can  it  be  done  |  in&a>  *&  tnev  were  an  accommodation  to. 
Easter  ?  ,  the  grocery  and  public  house,  but  no  evi- 

I  dence  was  given  to  show  that  the  building 
Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  cannot  saw  >  increased  in  consequence  the  value  of  the 

|  holding  as  an  agricultural  farm,  and  that 

Mav   we  |' tne   Commissioner  considered   the   extra 

under  the  j  cnarge   contrary  to    law ;    and    whether 

he  will  consider  the  desirability  of  having 

j  the  law  amended  so  as   to   protect   the 

!  tenant  from  imposition  of  extra  rent  of 

1  his   agricultural  holding  for   any  reason 

not  applicable  to  the  increased  value  of 

his  agricultural  farm. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  : 
Jf^Mne  it  will  be  introduced 
*«n  Minutes  Rule  ? 


[» 


o  answer  was  given.] 


IRISH  RATE 


BOOKS. 
I  J>eg 


to  ! 


RECEIPT 

MR.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) 

**  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu-;      Mr.     ATKINSON    (for   Mr.   G.    \\\ 

*nant  of    Ireland    whether    the    Local  i  Balfour)  :  The  judgment  of  the  majorit  v 

^vernment  Board   have  failed  to  pre-  i  of  the  Coiut  delivered  bv  Mr.  Commis 

jnoeinthenew  rate  receipt  books  and  [  sioner  FitzGerald,   Q.C.,  as  well  as  the 

ueinand  notes  any  special  column  showing  !  observations      of       Mr.      Commissioner 

^ordinary  sanitary   expenses   for   the  j  O'Brien,  who  dissented,   in  the  case   re- 

which  the  landlord  is  liable  ;  and,  j  ferred  to,   appear  to  have  been  reported 

i  in  the  public  press  of  the  13th   instant. 
[  The    Act     of    1896    contains    provision 


if 


j*  not,  whether  he  can  state  if  steps  will 
**  token  to  remedy  this  omission. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  \Y.  Bal- 
Jj^H) :  Special  columns  are  provided  in 
^e  prescribed  form  of  demand  note  for 

Rowing  the  amount  assessed  in  respect  i  7 ~ V 

^every  separate  public  health  charge,  j tenant  t0  "PP0*1 
*he  county  councils  and  their  officers  are  i 
f^Pwwible  if    there    has    been    in  any ! 
^tonce  an  omission  to  properly  fill  up  I 
****  forms.      The    Local    Government 

*£d  have    held    that    the    expression  i 

flutfc  Health  Charge"  in  Section  54  ; 


adequate  to  protect  the  tenant  from  being 
rented  on  his  improvements.  If  the  law 
has  been  incorrectly  interpreted  by  the 
Land  Commissioners  it  is   open    to  the 


IRISH  "AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment for  Ireland,  with  reference  to  the 
utterance    recently    made  at    Glasnevin 
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Model  Farm   by  the  Resident  Commis-  j  dummy  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  the  preaen 
sioner  of  National  Education,  whether  any  I  month.     The  Army  Estimates  have  bee 
model  farm  or  schools  for  teaching  dairy    laid  to-day. 
or  agricultural  pupils  will  he  established  : 

in  the  north  of  Ireland:  and,  if  so,  I  Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  But  ac<5brding  t 
whether  some  of  such  model  farms  or  the  rule  of  the  House  the  circulation  < 
schools  will  be  placed  in  the  counties  of  | the  Estimates  is  contemplated  within  tc 
Antrim  and  Down.  d*yB  °f  tne  opening  of  Parliament.     Y< 

none  of  these  Estimates  are  in  our  hand 
The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT  for  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  ik 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  Co.,  venture  to  say  precisely  what  is  the  obj« 
«S.):  It  is  too  early  to  say  what  course  :  0f  a  resolution  passed  so  long  ago  as  182 
will  be  taken  by "  the  new  Department,  ;  but  we  have  followed  the  practice  coi 
when  fully  constituted,  for  the  develop- !  stantly  adopted  by  preceding  Goven 
nient  of  agriculture  in  the  North  of  Ire-  •  ments*.  It  is  actually  impossible  to  pr 
land.  I  can  think  of  no  reason  why  the  pare  the  Estimates  and  circulate  them  te 
two  counties  referred  to  by  the  hon.  days  after  the  opening  of  the  sessioi 
Member  should  be  specially 'attended  to  j  when  the  session  begins  as  early  as  in  tb 
or  specially  neglected  by  the  Department,    present  year. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  '  ..  WTrHAVAV  T  .,  onfrM 
t :  v     i    •„      ^  ^u    r    ^  *i.  *  a      •  l.  it  Mr.  JdUCHAAAJN  :  Is  there  anyou 

L.  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  nght  hon.  rf  .       hfch   h    fl         ^  ^  . 

Gentleman   has    h«m   ,n  correspondence  ^    fa  fa      d 

with     certain    countv    councils    in    the  ■  A,     v  A.  .    ^   *    0  J 

province  of  Munstcr  in  relation  to  the  ' the  ^imatcs  are  not  ready  1 
proposed  agricultural  institute  for  that        Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  thin 
province  t  there  are  cases,  hut,  as  1  said  before,  i 

Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  Yes.  The  sum  of  !  the  H°use  for  exceptional  reason*  meet 
£10,000  was  specifically  allotted  in  the  |  exceptionally  early,  aswasth, c**>»th 
4   .  \       .,        r  *£  u      i    present  vear,  it  is  absolutely  unpoeffliw 

Act    or  the  purposes  of  an  agncultural .  £  $      >  concerned  to grttk 

institute  in  Munster, and  that  places  it  on    ^  ..      .      ^    ,  ,    ,  .1     «..  _  ^^^^JLj 
a  different  footing  from  the  other  three  ,  E-t™**»  ready  at  the  time  suggested 

Provinces-  !      Sir   H.    CAMPBELLBAKKKBMAH 

i  (Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  therigW 
STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE.  j  hon  Gentleman  what  the  business  will  b 
Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cuml>erland,  Egre- J  to-morrow  and  in  the  early  days  of  net 
mont) :  1  >>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  j  week ;  and  also  when  the  Civil  Servic 
of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can  now  state  ;  Estimates  will  l>e  in  the  hands  of  Meff 
when  a  Committee  will  be  appointed  to  j  bers  ?  By  some  mistake  of  the  printers, 
inquire  into  the  Standing  Orders.  j  suppose,  the  Vote  on  Account  was  cirtf 

Mo     \     T    T*\Tl?rkTTtt       Tk  1     *  !  kted    thi*    m0rnillg>    and>     °*    COUTSe,   tl 

Mr.  A.J.  BALFOUR:  The  usual  steps  |Vote  on  Account  cannot  be  consider 
to  appoint  the  Committee  are  being  j  ^  the  ^tim&te8  on  account  0f  whi< 
taken-  .  the  Vote  is  proposed  are  in  the  hands 

viPmbers 
BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE.  j  * 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Al>ei-deen8hire,E.):  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mc 
I  l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  j  mouthshire,  W.) :  Will  the  whole  of  t 
Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  it  is  the  I  Estimates  be  delivered  to  this  House 
practice  of  the  House  that  Estimates !  a  reasonable  time  before  the  Budget 
should  l)c  presented  within  ten  days  after  j  That  is  the  material  point, 
the   opening   of    Committee   of   Supply,  |  __.._.     _ 

he  will  explain  whv,  although  ten  days  ,  tM,R-  f  J.  BALFOUR :  I  ho^e  t 
have  now  elapsed/  neither  Armv,  Navy,  ,  whoJe  of  the  Estimates  will  be  m  t 
Civil  Service,  nor  Revenue  Estimates  have  hands  of  Members  a  reasonable  t«ne  I 
been  presented.  i  *ore  tne  Budget  is  introduced.    The  Ui 

Sennce  Estimates  will  be  at  the  V< 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Civil  I  Office  on  Saturday,  and  I  suppose  tb 
■Service  and  Navy  Estimates  were  laid  in  I  will  be  circulated  on  Monday  morning. 
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think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  com- 
mitted himself  rather  rashly  to  the 
doctrine  that  we  ought  not  to  take  the 
Vote  on  Account  until  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates  are  in  the  hands  of  Members. 
1  am  not  sure  there  is  any  rule  or  prac- 
tice to  that  effect. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Is  there  any  precedent  for  doing  it  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes.  I  lxdieve 
there  was  a  precedent  in  1890.  It  is 
clearly  not  very  important,  when  Members 
are  discussing  the  Vote  on  Account,  to 
have  the  precise  Estimates  for  the  year. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  raise  any  objection  to  our 
taking  the  Vote  on  Account  to-morrow. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  think  it  is  likely  there  will  be  objection. 

Mr!  A  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  objection  is 
to  he  raised  I  think  I  ought  to  take  Bills 
to-night  and  put  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates down  for  to-morrow.  I  should 
wish  to  meet  the  views  of  the  House  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  How  can  it  be 
j  possible  to  discuss  the  Vote  on  Account  if 
the  Estimates  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Speaker  ?  How  can  he  tell  whether  the 
subject  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise 
*  discussion  comes  under  the  Estimates 
without  seeing  them  ? 

.      *Mr.    SPEAKER:    The    Chairman    of 
.     Committees  will  have  to  deal  with  that. 


with  this  amount  of  knowledge  and  notice.. 

With  regard  to  the  business  to-morrow 

night  I  am  very  anxious  to  get  the  views 

i  of  the  House.     So  far  as  the  Government 

!  are  concerned  it  makes  no  difference  to 

I  us  which  course  we  take,  but  I  think  that 

|  protably  the  better  plan  will  be  to  take 

the  Civil  Service  Estimates  to-night,  and 

the  Vote  on  Account  to-morrow.     I  think 

we  should  settle  this  now. 

!  *Sir  JOHN  CpLOMB:  With  regard 
to  the  Navy  Estimates,  which  are  to  be 
taken  on  Monday,  will  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  make  his  statement  with 

i  Mr.  Speaker  in  the  chair  or  after  I 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  think  my 
right  hon.  friend  proposes  this  year  to 
follow  the  precedent  which  he  has  him- 
self set  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and 
to  make  his  statement  with  the  Speaker 
in  the  chair. 

Sir  U.  KAY  -  SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  I  presume  that 
under  those  circumstances  there  will  be 
an  adjournment  after  the  First  Lords 
statement,  as  there  was  on  the  last 
;  occasion. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :    I  understand 

that  that  adjournment  was  due   to   the 

i  fact  that  on  that  occasion  the  Estimates 

1  had  not  been  circulated.     On  this  occasion 

i  they  will,  1   hope,  be  in   the   hands   of 

Members  in  sufficient  time  to  enable  them 

to  make  a  general  survey  of  the  questions 

i  raised. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  :  Is  there  any  prece-  j 
dent  for  taking  a  Vote  on  Account  with- 
out the  Estimates  being  in  the  hands  of  | 
the  Chair? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Yes,  there  are  prece-  j 
denta  for  taking  a  Vote  on  Account  I 
before  the  Estimates  are  circulated.  | 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  :  j 
What  is  the  business  for  next  week  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  propose  to  j 
take  the  Navy  Estimates  on  Monday. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
And  when  will  the  Navy  P^stimates  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members  ?  j 

Mr.  A.  J.    BALFOUR:    To-morrow  j 
OTemng.    This  arrangement  is,  I  believe, 
"frictly  in    accordance    with    precedent. , 
They  are  constantly    being    introduced ! 


Sir.  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  of 
varying  the  programme  to-night  by  taking 
Bills  instead  of  Civil  Service  Estimates. 
May  I  point  out  that,  as  no  one  expected 
these  Bills  to  come  on,  such  a  coui'se 
would  be  attended  with  the  greatest  in- 
convenience ?  In  some  of  these  Bills,  such,, 
for  instance,  as  the  Companies  Bill,  there 
is  a  great  amount  of  interest,  and  many 
Members  interested  are  not  present. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  Is  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  assuming  that  the  Civil 
Service  Supplementary  Estimates  will  be 
voted  in  one  sitting  f  Is  it  not  the  case 
that  for  several  years  past  they  have 
usually  occupied  more  than  one  night  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  possible 
that  they   may   occupy  more   than   one 
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night,  but  even  in  that  case  I  still  think 
it  desirable  to  take  the  Vote  on  Account 
to-morrow  at  the  beginning  of  the  sitting, 
so  as  to  give  the  House  the  full  licence  of 
a  whole  night's  debate  for  dealing  with 
.any  topics  that  the  Vote  may  suggest. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  Do  the 
Government  propose  to  take  Tuesday 
next  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  1  think 
wo  shall  have  to  take  it. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  The  whole  of  it  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  the 
House  if  he  intends  to  take  Bills  to- 
night 1  One  of  them,  the  Railways  Bill, 
was  only  distributed  this  morning,  while 
as  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  I  know  absolutely  nothing, 
and  indeed  want  to  know  nothing,  about 
it.  But  what  does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man propose  to  do  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  After  the 
statement  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion I  shall  not,  of  course,  think  of  taking 
:the  Bills  to-night.  He  says  it  would  be 
unfair  to  the  House,  and  I  cannot  go 
against  his  opinion.  The  original  pro- 
gramme, therefore,  stands. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
-'  An  Act  to  amend  the  Isolation  Hospitals 
Act,  1893."    Isolation  Hospitals  (Amend- 
^nont)  Bill  [Lords]. 


POINT  OF  PROCEDURE-STANDING 
ORDER  16  (TEN  MINUTES  RULE)- 
TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  desire  to 
.ask  a  question  with  reference  to  the  Tithe 
Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  is  down 
for  introduction  under  the  Ten  Minutes 
Rule.  In  order  to  explain  my  question,  I 
must  read  to  you  the  concluding  words  of 
the  Standing  Order — 

"If  such  motion  be  opposed  Mr.  Speaker, 
.after  permitting,  if  he  thinks  fit,  a  brief 
explanatory  statement  from  the  Member  who 
moves  and  from  the  Member  who  opposes  any 
•«ach  motion  respectively,  may,  without  further 
•  debate,  put  the  question  thereon  or  the  ques- 
tion that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." 


My  contention  is  that  the  words  by  i 
the  Speaker  is  invested  with  discreti 
put  either  of  the  two  questions — the 
question  immediately,  or  the  qu< 
that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned— 
specially  inserted  in  that  Standing  ( 
with  the  object,  first  of  all,  of  givin 
Speaker  the  discretion  to  decide  wh 
a  Bill  or  motion,  in  his  opinion,  is 
one  to  be  introduced  under  that  Stai 
Order,  and  thereby  of  casting  upon 
the  duty  of  making  that  decision, 
support  of  that  contention,  I  refer  to 
occurred  on  7th  March,  1888, 
Standing  Order  16  was  first  introd 
The  Standing  Order,  as  originally  n 
by  the  then  Leader  of  the  House, 
Smith,  did  not  give  the  Speaker 
discretion,  but  required  him  to  pu 
question  immediately  after  allowii 
short  statement  by  the  Member,  i 
ducing  the  Bill.  An  objection  was  r 
by  Lord  Randolph  Churchill  and  < 
Members  of  the  House  that  such 
cedure  was  an  unfair  infringement  oi 
rights  of  the  Opposition  to  any  Bill, 
order  to  meet  those  objections  Mr.  S 
moved  an  addition  to  the  Standing  Oi 
He  said* — 

"  That  in  order  to  meet  some  of  the  o 
tions  brought  forward  by  the  noble  Lor 
Member  tor  Paddington  he  would  raoi 
omit  the  words  '  shall  put  the  question  th< 
without  further  debate '  at  the  end  of  the 
in  order  to  substitute  the  words, '  may ' 
'  out  further  debate  put  the  question  the 
;  or  the  question  that  the  debate  be  noi 
jouraed.'  ' 

!  I  contend  that  that  substitution  ei 
j  had  no  meaning  whatever,  or  it  must  1 
,  had  the  meaning  which  I  seek  now 
ask  you  to  put  upon  it.  There  ca 
only  one  meaning  attached  to  those  w 
— namely,  that  the  Speaker  is  inve 
with  discretion,  that  he,  therefore 
bound  to  exercise  that  discretion, 
that  if  he  selects  to  put  the  quesl 
"  That  the  del>ate  be  now  adjourned, 
thereby  indicates  his  opinion  that 
measure  or  motion  is  of  such  a  chart 
and  so  contentious  that  it  ought  not  t 
put  down  under  this  rule.  I  think 
is  perfectly  clear.  In  confirmation  oi 
interpretation  which  I  seek  to  have 
on  this  Standing  Order — and  w 
appears  to  me  to  be  beyond  questic 
anyone  who  reads  the  debate  and 
language    of  the  Standing   Order  i 

•See   T^    Parliamentary    Debate  f 
Series],  Vol.  ccexxiii.,  page  521. 
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even  apart  from    the  debate — I  turn  to  , 
the  authority   to  which  we  all  bow  on 
questions   of  Parliamentary  procedure — 
namely,  the  book  of  Sir  Erskine  May,  the 
last  edition.     What  does  he  say  1 — 

"Pursuant  to  Standing  Order  No.  10* 
motions  for  leave  t<»  bring  in  Bill*  and  for  the  , 
nominations  of  Select  Committees  are  set  down 
at  the  commencement  of  public  business.  For  . 
the  foregoing  motions  the  Standing  Order  sets  | 
-Apart  for  the  pur]>o*e  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  , 
for  unofficial  Members,  and  Mondays  and  ' 
Thursdat  s  for  Members  of  the  Government.  ; 
Such  Bills  must  be  presumably  non-con-  j 
tenuous." 

That  is   the    law    as   laid   down   in  Sir 


the  Government.  Perhaps  I  may  recall 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  what 
took  place  on  Monday  week.  The  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  made  an 
important  statement,  and  then  two  Bills 
—first,  the  Companies  Bill  and  the 
Railway  Servants  Bill — every  line  of 
which  were  contritions,  were  introduced. 
1  then  raised  this  matter  upon  a  point  of 
order,  and  you  ruled,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  question  of  order  did  not  arise.  If 
these  rules  are  interpreted  in  their 
present  form,  hon.  Members  on  Iwth 
sides  of  the  House  must  see  that  the 
most  valuable  opportunity  of  discussing 


Erskine   May's   book,   and   there    is    no  j  an  important  Bill  is  lost,  and  Bills  of  the 


qualification.     "  Such  Bills  must  be  pre- ! 
sumably    non-contentious."     It    is     only 


highest  importance  may  l>e  got  through 
this  way.     By   way  of  illustration,  I 
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within  the  last  four  or  five  years  that  the  '  may  mention   that    the   Companies    Bill 


practice  so  clearly  laid  down  in  Sir 
Erskine  May's  book  has  been  departed  ' 
from,  and  gradually  the  Government  j 
have  commenced  to  introduce  contentious  i 
measures  under  this  rule,  and  have  done 
it  more  and  more  each  session.  I  have 
asked  the  question  because  I  desire  to  ' 
have  your  ruling  in  reference  to  this  j 
particular  Bill,  which  is  of  a  contentious  j 
character.  It  is  an  important  Bill,  raising  i 
great  principles.  It  is  a  Bill  to  which  the  ! 
vast  majority  of  Irish  representatives  are  ■ 
strongly  opposed,  and  which  will  be  j 
fought  in  all  its  stages.  I  hold  that  it  is  i 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  authority  ! 
of  Sir  Erskine   May's  l>ook,  and  of  the  ' 


was  introduced  and  read  a  first  time 
simply  upon  a  mere  statement  of  the 
Minister  who  introduced  it.  Therefore, 
I  think  that  the  intention  of  the  House 
in  passing  this  order  has  been  departed 
from. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  lay  down  any  rule  as  to  the  Bills 
which  may  or  may  not  be  introduced 
under  Standing  Order  16.  I  have  already 
endeavoured,  in  replying  to  a  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal, 
during  the  present  session,  to  give  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  true  interpretation 
of    the    Standing    Order,    and     I    must 

that 

me   to 

can    or 


fetter  and  spirit  of  the  Standing  Order  as  '  adhere  to  the  view  I  expressed  on 
indicated  by  the  debate  and  by  the  occasion.  It  is  not  a  matter  for 
«peech  of  the  Leader  of  the  House  in  \  ride  whether  a  particular  Bill 
1888,  that  Bills  of  this  character  should  ;  cannot  be  brought  in  under  the  Standing 
he  introduced  under  what  is  known  as  ,  Order.  There  are  a  great  many  Bills 
the  Ten  Minutes  Rule.  I  desire,  there- '  which  no  Government  would  think  of 
fere,  to  ask  you  whether  you  will  permit  |  bringing  in  under  the  Standing  Order,  and 
toe  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  and  whether  you  will  put  that 
motion  under  the  Standing  Order. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
•&) :  I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  this  subject.  1  took  a 
very  attentive  part 

1888,  and  my  impression  is  that  the 
Speaker  would  have  precisely  the  same 
jurisdiction  in  this  case  as  he  would  have 
to  regard  to  a  motion  for  the  closure 
heing  put.  This  is  the  third  occasion 
^tlun  a  session  of  a  very  few  days  in 
*hich  this  question  has  been  raised,  and 
m  which  Bills  of  first-class  importance 
*xi  highly  contentious  in  their  character 
■*▼•  wen  introduced  under  this  rule  by 


there  are  a  great  many  others  nf  which 
nobody  would  say  they  ought  not  so  to 
be  brought  in.  There  may  be  a  number 
of  Bills  upon  which  opinions  may  differ  as 
to  the  propriety  of  their  introduction  in 
this  manner,  and  in  such  cases  my  view- 
is  that  the  Standing  Order  leaves  the 
the  delwtes  of  j  Member  introducing  the  Bill  to  decide 
whether  he  will  adopt  that  method  of 
introduction,  and  to  the  House  the  de- 
cision whether  the  Bill  shall  then  be 
brought  in  or  not.     There  is  no  power 

f'ven  to  me  to  decide  the  point  ;  all 
can  do  is  to  put  the  question  of 
adjournment,  and  that  I  have  found  from 
experience  is  an  unfortunate  procedure, 
and  I  may  say  I  am  not  disposed  to  make 
use   of   it.      It   does  not,  as   *ome   hon. 
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Members  seem  to  think,  imply  any  ex- 
pression of  my  opinion,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  it  did.  For  my 
experience  is  that  Members  who  are 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  vote  against  the 
adjournment,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  desirable  that  the  Speaker  should  be 
placed  in  the  position  apparently  of 
having  his  view  overruled  by  a  Govern- 
ment majority.  I  do  think  it  is  an  un- 
fortunate method  of  inviting  the  Speaker 
to  interpose.  For  my  part  I  have  ex- 
pressed on  two  different  occasions  my 
view  that  the  responsibility  rests  with 
those  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  to  decide 
whether  the  Bill  should  be  set  down  under 
the  Order  or  not.  I  cannot  undertake  to 
decide  whether  a  Bill  is  one  which  ought 
or  ought  not  to  be  so  brought  in,  for  that 
is  a  duty  which  the  Standing  Order  does 
not  put  upon  me. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirlingshire  Burghs)  :  May  I  ask  what 
protection  there  is  for  a  minority,  and  a 
large  minority,  in  the  House  against  the 
introduction  of  an  improper  Bill  under 
this  method  of  procedure  ?  The  Govern- 
ment have  the  power,  apparently,  of 
putting  down  any  Bill  they  like  io  be 
brought  in  in  this  manner,  although  Bills 
so  dealt  with  ought  to  be  non-contentious. 
If  a  Bill,  in  the  opinion  of  a  large 
minority  of  the  House,  is  of  a  contentious 
character,  has  that  large  minority  an  op- 
portunity of  making  a  protest  against  it  I 

*Mk.  SPEAKER  :  There  is  a  responsi- 
bility put  upon  the  Government  of  the 
day  by  the  Standing  Order  to  which  the 
Government  must  piy  regard,  but  it  is 
not  for  me  to  decide  how  the  Govern- 
ment should  exercise  that  responsibility. 
If  the  responsibility  had  been  intended  to 
be  on  the  Speaker,  that  would  expressly 
appear  in  'the  Standing  Order.  W  hen  it 
is  contended  that  Bills  introduced  under 
the  Order  must  be  non-contentious  it 
should  be  remembered  that  Bills  of  highly 
contentious  character  are  introduced  with- 
out debate  by  private  Members  at  the 
commencement  of  public  business. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  desire  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  if, 
under  such  circumstances,  you  would  be 
inclined  to  accept  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment. 

*Mr.    SPEAKER:    There   can    be   no 
question   of  a  motion   for  adjournment; 
Mr.  Speaker. 


and  in  the  second  place,  it  is  qi 
!  irregular  to  ask  me  what  I  will  do  ii 

case  where  I  can  only  exercise  my  disc 
I  tion  after  hearing  a  short  statement  fr 

each  side. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Your  ruling  has  cleai 

j  up  a  question  upon  which  a  great  deal 

uncertainty     prevailed.       As    you,    3 

Speaker,  have  indicated  in  your  ruling— 

j  *MR.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  1 
i  hon.  Member  has  already  spoken  up 
■  this  question. 

'      Mr.  DILLON  :  I  was  going  to  ask  t 
First  Lord  of   the   Treasury  a  questi< 
•  Your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  cleared 
'  a  question  upon  which  a  great  deal 
i  doubt  prevailed.     You  have  indicated 
your  ruling 

j    *Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  If  t 
hon.    Member   simply   desires   to    ask 
|  question  he  is  in  order,  but  he  is  real 
'  making  another  speech. 

|      Mr.   DILLON:  Then  I  will  ask  t 

First  Lord   of  the  Treasury  whether, 

|  view  of  the  statement  which  I  have  ju 

j  read,  that   such   Bills   must   be   non-cc 

j  tentious  Bills,  he  will  proceed  to  introdu 

the   Irish   Tithes    Bill    without    furth 

notice  under  Rule  16. 

Mr.    T.    P.    O'CONNOR  (Livera* 

Scotland)  :  I  desire  to  ask  the  right  no 

Gentleman    with     regard     to    this   B 

1  whether    a    measure    which   is  strong 

j  opposed  by  eighty  Members  on  this  si< 

1  of  the  House 

!    *Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!    Tl 
I  hon.   Member  is  not  in  order  in  carryic 
on  a  debate. 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TRft 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchesta 
E.) :  The  hon.  Member  has  asked  fl 
whether  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  S 
Erskine  May  it  will  be  improper  to  intn 
duce  this  Bill  under  the  Standing  Orde 
There  is  a  higher  authority  than  that,  as 
it  is  the  constant  practice  of  this  Houa 
1  believe  successive  Governments  ha1 
never  hesitated  to  introduce  Bills  of  tb 
kind  under  the  Standing  Orderreferred  t 
I  think  if  I  trespass  further  I  shall' 
transgressing  your  ruling,  Mr.  Speak< 
and  making  a  speech  instead  of  answerii 
a  question. 
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TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND). 
♦The    ATTORNEY    GENERAL    for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  \ 
N.) :  The  Bill  which  I  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce is   identical    with   that  introduced 
last  session  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  under 
the  same  rule  as  that  under  which  it  is 
now  brought  in.     It  has  been  printed  and 
circulated,   and  is   now  in  the  hands  of 
hon.  Members.     Most  of  it  relates  to  the 
machinery  for  its  operation,  and  its  aim 
and  scope    can    be   explained   in  a  few  ! 
minutes.     By  the  legislation  which  cul-  \ 
minated  in  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  Act  of  . 
IMS  the   interest  of  the  estate   out  of 
which  tithes  of  all    kinds  were   payable 
was  charged  with  a  rent  charge  equal  in  ' 
amount   to  75J  per  cent,  of  the  annual  \ 
amount  of  the  tithe  compositions.     Birt  , 
having   regard  to   the  fact    that   tithes  I 
^present    a   proportion    of     the      pro- : 
duce  of  the  land,   the  money  value   of  | 
which  may  vary  from  year  to  year,  this 
rent-charge  is   not  fixed  and   invariable.  : 
The  contrary   provisions  are   introduced  ! 
hy  which   the    rent-charge   is  subject  to 
revision  every  seven  yeare,  that  revision  \ 
Iwing  twsed  upon  certain  weekly  average  ! 
prices  of  corn   published  in  the    Ihmin  \ 
(»>:rttf.    This  was  a  cumbrous  and  costly  ' 
process,  and  according  to  a  decision  pro-  ' 
nouneod,  as  I  believe,  in  1898,  and  has 
hroken  down  owing  to  the  fact,  amongst ' 
'•there,  that   the  average   prices  of  corn 
wntemplated  by  the  statute  has  not  been  I 
tapt  or  published  in  the  manner  required.  " 
h  therefore   becomes   necessary   to  pro- ! 
vide  another   system    of  revision.     This  i 
the  Bill  proposes  to  do.      It  is  considered  ' 
".v  the  Government  that  the  proper  and  ; 
wore  reliable  system  would  be  to  make 
|     th«-  tithes  rent-charge  variable  according 
Xi>  the  variations  in  the  rents  of  the  lands 
(,ut  of  which  rent-charges  issued  as  fixed  ■ 
;     '"ider  the  Land  Act.     Accordingly,  the  ' 
,     Ml  provides   that  on  the  22nd  August 
all  tithe  rent-charge  payable  during  the 
fifteen  years  succeeding  the  passing  of  the 
Act  shall  be  varied  from  the  figure  at 
*hieh  they  stood  on  the  22nd  August, 
1*84  (the  last  occasion  on  which  proper 
?>ni  averages  were  published),    accord- 
^g  to  the  average  percentage  of  varia- 
f1(m  of  rents  for  a  first  statutory  term 
111  that  country,  and  so  on  during  each 
^ceeeding  period  of  fifteen  years.     This 
*iU  result  in  an  immediate  reduction  of 
*nt-charges,  as  the  judicial  rent  in  each 
Jjunty  has  been  in  the  average  reduced. 
Originally,  all  tithe  rent-charges,  whether 
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ecclesiastical  or  lay,  were  alike  subject  to 
revision.  That  was  the  law  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1869  dis- 
establishing the  Irish  Chinch,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  the  law  down  to  the  year 
1872.  Owing,  however,  apparently  to 
the  difficulty  in  estimating  the  capitalised 
value  of  a  variable  rent-charge  and  of 
carrying  out  the  financial  arrangement 
with  reference  to  the  property  of  the 
Church,  an  Act  was  passed  in  that  year 
excluding  ecclesiastical  rent-charge  from 
the  operation  of  the  revision  system.  It 
is  quite  certain  that  at  the  time  that 
Act  was  passed  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
agricultural  products  and  the  reduction  of 
rents  which  have  since  taken  place  was 
not  and  could  not  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  legislature,  and  it 
accordingly  appears  to  the  Government 
that  it  is  only  equitable  that  rent  charges- 
which  represent  a  proportion  of  the 
produce  of  the  land  should  be  reduced  in 
the  same  proportion  as  the  rents  received 
by  the  owners  who  have  to  pay  the  rent- 
charges.  The  Government  propose, 
therefore,  to  repeal  that  portion 
of  the  Act  of  1872  which  protects 
ecclesiastical  rent-charges  from  revision, 
and  to  put  them  on  the  same  basis 
as  lay  tithe  rent-charges,  making  all 
tithe  rent-charges  subject  to  revision  as 
they  were  under  the  old  system  anterior 
to  1872.  In  addition  to  the  ]  to  vision  I 
have  mentioned,  the  statutes  of  1 869  and 
1872  contained  other  provisions  enabling 
the  persons  liable  to  pay  ecclesiastical 
tithes  to  redeem  them  in  two  ways.  First 
by  the  payment  in  cash  of  a  sum  equal  to 
twenty-two  and  a  half  years  purchase  of 
the  tithe  rent-charge  after  deducting  poor 
rate,  and  secondly  by  the  payment  of  an 
annuity  for  fifty-two  years  at  the  rate  of 
£4  9s.  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  money 
so  ascertained  or  at  a  higher  rate  for  such 
less  number  of  years  as  mightbe  agreed  upon . 
Under  this  arrangement  £3  16s.  3d.  per 
cent,  is  in  effect  charged  for  interest,  and 
the  balance,  12s.  9d.  per  cent.,  goes  to- 
wards payment  of  the  principal.  This  the 
Government  considers  an  extravagant 
charge  for  interest.  Mr.  Gladstone,  in 
introducing  the  Church  Act  of  1869, 
distinctly  stated  that  the  rate  of  interest 
to  l>e  charged  in  the  calculation  of  these 
terminable  annuities  should  be  3i  per 
cent.  On  that  supposition  principal  and 
all  interest  would  be  repaid  in  forty-five 
years,  and  not  in  fifty -two  years,  by  the 
payment  of  £4  9s.  per  cent,  per  annum,  so 
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that  the  owners  who  had  l>een  redeemed  j  should  say  at  a  rough  guess  it  would  be 
have  been  overcharged  by  seven  years.  It  a1>out  £50,000  a  year,  certainly  not  more. 
is  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  remedy  that  J I  do  not  like  to  pledge  myself  to  the 
injustice  in  all  cases  by  reducing  the  j  exact  figures;  but  at  all  events,  according 
period     from      fifty-two      to      forty -five  |  to  the  calculations  which  have  l>een  made. 


years.  It  has  already  been  remedied 
by  the  Land  Act  of  1896  in  the  case 
of  lands  sold  to  tenants  wider  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  redemption  l>eing 
allowed  on  the  Iwsis  proposed  in  the  Bill, 
namely,  the  forty-five  years  system.  The 
total  amount  of  tithe  rent-charge  vested 
in  the  Land  Commission  under 
the  Church  Act  is  slightly  over 
£400,000  per  annum.  Of  this  about 
£235,000  per  annum  has  been  sold, 
and  £165,000  remains  payable.  Those 
no    doubt,    involve    some 


j  it  is  considered  that   there  will   l>e  ample 
!  in  the  fund  to  meet  all  its  obligations. 
i 

|  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
i  u  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
I  amend  the  law  relating  to  Tithe  Kent- 
:  charge  in  Ireland."— (J/r.  Attorney  General 
\for  Ireland.) 


Mr.  DILLON :  I  think  if  the  House 
was  in  any  doubt  as  to  the  justice  of  my 
protest  against  the  introduction  of  this 
changes  will,  no  doubt,  involve  some  |  Bill  under  the  Ten  Minutes  Rule,  the 
loss  to  the  Church  Fund.  We  pro-  j  wretched,  lame,  and  hopeless  attempt 
pose  to  counteract  that  loss  to  a  certain  |  which  has  been  made  by  the  Attorney 
extent  by  repealing  the  provision  with  j  General  to  explain  the  extent  and  scope 
regard  to  redemption.     It  will  no  longer    of   this   complicated   measure   would   \w 


l>e  possible  to  redeem,  save  where  the 
lands  liable  to  the  rent-charge  are  sold 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts.  The  result 
will  be  that  the  Land  Commission  will  have 
4i  settled  income,  and  considerable  l>enefit 
will  accrue  to  the  fund.  In  addition  we 
have  introduced  a  clause  with  reference 
to  poor  rate.  Under  the  76th  section  of 
the  Poor  Relief  Act,  1838,  the  tithe- 
payer  was  able  to  deduct  all  the  poor  rate 
from  the  tithe.  AVe  consider  that  is  an 
inequitable  system  where  the  tithe-payer 
is  onlv  liable  for  half  the  poor  rate,  and 
accordingly  we  have  provided  that  only 
half  the  standard  rate  shall  be  deducted 
from  tithe  payable  out  of  hereditaments 
in  rural  districts.  In  urban  districts  the 
tithe-payer  will  be  able  to  deduct  the 
whole   of   the   standard   rate.      By    that  I 


ample  proof."  It   is  a  most   complicated 
;  measure,  and   I    venture  to  say  that  n<* 
Minister,  no   matter   how   capable,  could 
',  give  an  adequate  explanation  of    this  Bill 
I  and  its  effect  in  less   than  three-quartern 
'  of   an    hour.      This   is   a  Bill    which    i*» 
monstrous   in  its   dishonesty  ;  it  is  a  Bill 
!  which    raises    great    principles,    l>csi<le** 
l>eing  most  complicated  in  its  details.  We 
I  were  told  by  the  Attorney  General  lwforv 
he  sat  down    that   he  proposed   to  take 
away,   without   a  shred  of    justification, 
the  remains  of  this  fund,  which  were  conse- 
crated to  the  public  good  in  Ireland,  and 
i  which  is  a  first  charge  upon  the  land  of 
Ireland.      He    proposes    to    take   away 
j  a      sum      which      all      the      resources 
■  of  the  Government  cannot  make  a  rough 
estimate  of.     He  said  no  one  could  tefl 


change  we  will  obtain  several  thousands  a  •  what  the  amount  woidd  be.     Why,  th» 

Bill  is  intended  to  raid  the  Irish  Church 
Fund,  to  mop  up  all  that  remains  of  it,  in 
order  to  distribute  it  as  political  largesse 
among  the  supporters  of  tne  Government 
I  say  without  any  fear  of  contradiction 
that  a  more  dishonest  and  a  more  indecent 
Bill  was  never  introduced  into  the  Home 
of  Commons.  We  had  a  reference  in  the 
Attorney  General's  halting  speech  to  the 
settlement  of  1872.  That  settlement  wtf 
passed  through  this  House  without  anV 
notice  of  protest  from  any  Irish  landlord 
although  at  the  time  they  held  the  repre- 
sentation of  Ireland  entirely  in  their  ow* 
hands.  If  it  was  a  settlement  unfavour- 
able to  the  landlords  why  did  they  not 
object  ?  The  Attorney  'General  kno*J 
right  well  that  the  settlement  of  1870an» 


year  ;  perhaps  alnmt  £6,000.  It  has  not 
been  possible  to  give  the  exact  figures,  or 
to  lwilance  the  account  as  between  the 
gain  from  the  repeal  of  the  provision  for 
redemption  and  the  poor  rate  and  the 
loss  from  the  revision  of  the  ecclesiastical 
tithes.  According,  however,  .  to  the 
most  careful  examination  l>oth  by  the 
I*and  Commissioners  and  the  Government 
actuaries,  it  appears  clear  to  us  that  the 
fund  is  solvent,  and  that  an  ample  margin 
will  remain  to  meet  all  its  liabilities. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Could  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  net  loss  to  the  fund  'I 


*Mr.  ATKINSON: 
impossible  to  estimate 
Mr.  Atkinmm. 


I  have  said  it  is 
the  net  loss,  but  I 
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1872    was    denounced    by    the    present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  by  Mr.  . 
Disraeli  as  scandalously  favourable  to  the  , 
landlords;  and    the    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer  and  Mr.  Disraeli  got  up  and 
denounced  the  Irish  landlords  for  having 
sold  their  church  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  and 
now,  after  thirty  years,  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  and 
his  colleagues  come  forward,  and  although 
they  called  it  a  sacrilege  to  disestablish 
the  Irish  Church,  they  think  it  no  sacri- 
lege to  divide  among  themselves  in  the 
most  Prefaced  and  outrageous    manner 
what   they    call    the    remnants    of   the 
plunder.     We  are  told  by  the  Attorney 
General  that   it  was  impossible   for  the  ■ 
Government  actually  to  decide  what  was  ■ 
the  loss  to  the  fund.     I  am  perfectly  sure  ; 
that  they  will  make  certain  to  suck  up  • 
every  penny  of  the  fund,  but  I  extracted 
at  last  from  the  Attorney  General  that  j 
what  he  give*  as  a  very  rough  estimate  of 
the  amount  that  this  Bill  proposes  to  take  > 
w,  roughly,  £50,000  a  year,  or  nearly  two 
millions  of  money.     This  Bill  proposes  to 
take  that  sum  without  a  shred  of  justifi- 
cation, and  divide  it  as  a  bribe  between 
the  political  supporters  of  the  Government 
in  Ireland.    \\  e  have  been  asking  for  years 
in  vain  for  an  endowment  of  higher  edu- 
ction in  Ireland.     Here  is  a  fund  which 
*ould  be  quite  sufficient  for  tliat  purpose 
without  appealing    to    the    taxpayers  of 
this  country.     But,   no,    the   Irish  land- 
tonU  are  on  the  track  of  the  Government. 
One  landlord  wrote  to  the  papers  the 
other  day  to  know  whether  the  landlords 
^ught  to  join  the  Boer  party  in  Ireland  or 
j°in  in  another  Jameson  raid  before  they 

S<  their  share  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund, 
e  Government  have  come  down,  like  the 
fcmoua  coon  in  the  story,  without  waiting 
to  be  fired  upon  by  the  landlords,  or 
without  waiting  for  them  to  organise 
*  Jameson  raid,  and  they  perpetrate 
this  job.  A  greater  outrage  or  a 
heater  breach  ofpublic  trust  was  never 
perpetrated  on  the  people  of  Ireland, 
this  fund  was  set  apart  for  purposes  of 
public  utility.  It  has  l>een  used  since  the 
^^establishment  for  purposes  of  charity 

1°r  education,  or  for  general  purposes 
^nnected  with  the  public  good,  and  now 
the  Government  propose  to  turn  it  to  this 
abominable— my  hon.  friend  suggests  the 
^preasion — use,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
<k*ribe  within  the  rules  of  order  in  this 
Boose.  In  1894,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Montrose 


Burghs  introduced  a  Bill  proposing  a 
charge  of  £100,000  on  the  Irish  Church 
Fund  for  the  reinstatement  of  the  evicted 
tenants,  what  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  say  ? 
He  said*—  - 

"  I  now  come  to  the  amount  to  be  taken 
from  the  Irish  Church  surplus  in  order  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  Bill.  I  have  two 
observations  to  make  on  that  point.  When  I 
was  in  office  and  had  official  means  of  informa- 
tion on  these  points.  1  waa  assured  that  the 
Irish  Church  surplus  was  mortgaged  up  to  the 
hilt.  The  number  of  charges  ujkhi  it  were 
such  that,  after  we  had  taken  the  £1,500,000 
required  for  the  Congested  Districts  I  loan  1, 
practically  nothing  would  be  left  behind." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  in  1894,  when  we  wanted 
£250,000  to  reinstate  the  evicted  tenants  ; 
and  now  it  is  proposed  to  seize  two 
millions  of  that  fund  for  which  he  can 
find  no  better  use  than  to  bribe  the  Irish 
landlords.  This  Bill  is  an  infamous  Bill, 
and  it  is  the  only  Bill  given  to  Ireland  this 
session.  It  is  a  contentious  Bill-  -it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  a  more  contentious 
but  not  only  that,  it  is  a  Bill  raising  great 
principles,  because  it  proposes  to  reduce 
by  legislation  what  has  been,  by  succes- 
sive Acts  of  Parliament,  made  a  first 
charge  on  the  land  of  Ireland  for  public 
purposes.  If  that  principle  is  not  to  stand 
but  to  be  broken,  where  are  you  to  stop  I 
The  landlords  insist  that  mortgages  should 
.  l>e  reduced.  And  why  not  ?  These 
mortgages  are  charges  on  the  land  coming 
!  after  the  first  or  tithe  charge.  If  you  re- 
!  duce  the  charge  in  which  the  public  are 
,  interested  and  hand  over  a  great  portion 
■  of  it  to  the  landlords,  what  resistance  can 
you  make  to  the  claim  of  the  same  land- 
lords to  reduce  the  mortgages  on  their 
land,  which  are  the  second  charge  ?  This 
is  a  Bill  involving  great  principles,  as  1 
have  said,  and  of  enormous  detail,  as 
will  be  made  abundantly  clear  in  the 
course  of  its  progress  through  the  House* ; 
and  therefore  I  say  that  this  is  a  Bill 
which  ought  not  to  "have  been  introduced 
at  all  on  its  merits,  but  which,  at  any 
rate,  ought  not  to  have  l>ecn  introduced 
by  a  ltack  door  under  the  Ten  Minutes 
Rule,  which  was  distinctly  passed  for 
a  totally  different  purpose.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  ruled  that  it  is  not  in  his  discretion 
,  to  decide  which  Bills  should  be  intro- 
duced under  that  rule,  but  that  it  is  in  the 

*See   The    Padianinit(mj   Dehatrs  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  xxiii.,  \*nge  880. 
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discretion  of  the  Government.  I  hope 
if  this  course  is  to  be  enforced  that  it  will 
l>e  taken  notice  of  by  the  Opposition,  and 
that  at  some  future  time,  when  hon. 
Members  now  on  the  Government  benches 
are  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  they  will  be  deprived  of  two  or 
three  nights  discussion  on  important 
Hills  in  which  they  take  great  interest. 
What  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for 
the  gander.     I  move,  submitting  to  your 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:    The  hon. 
cannot   move  the  adjournment. 


ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  debate 
now  adjourned. 

Meml 
Hec 

ask  me  to  put   the  question  of   adjoin 
ment,  but  that   I   decline   to  do,  and 
therefore  put  the  question  that  leave 
given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

The     House     divided  : — Ayes,     20! 
Noes,  132.     (Division  List,  No.  32.) 


Aird,  John 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O.* 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J. (Man.) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,Kt.Hon.A.H.S.  (Hunts 
Barry,  Sir  F.  T.  (Windsor) 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.Sir  M.  H.  (Bristol 
liemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bet  hell,  Commander 
Hhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Jkralnois,  Edmund 
Ilowle8,Capi.H.F.  (Middlesex) 
I  k>wles,T.  G  i  bson(  K  ing'sLy  nn ) 
lirodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
1  Jul  lard,  Sir  Harry 
Hutcher,  John  George 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
(  avendish,  V.  C.  W. ( Derbysh. ) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Heitford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hug.  1  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Ht.  Hon.  J .  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
( 'oddington.  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomu,  Sir  John  Chailes  K 
Cooke,  C.W.Kadcliffe(Herefd 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd(Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Currie,  Sir  Donald  * 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  H. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel  1 

Dickinson,  Kobert  Edmond       j 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward     j 

Mr.  Dillon. 


AYES. 

Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxtord,  Sir  WTm.  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
EKerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tattoni 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
FergussonJUHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  Georue  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery.  Sir  Fortescue 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Gallowav,  W.  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,' J.  Llovd 
Giles,  Charles  Terrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
(i 01  don,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (\Vest  Ham) 
<  lull.  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamili  on,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
H anbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Root.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Ho/.ier,  Hun.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard.  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Captain  Hei  bt-rt  M. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.H. 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 


Lawrence,SirK  Durning-(Co 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (York 
Lecky,  Kt.  Hn.  Win.  Edw.  ] 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Lie  welyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-(S  warn 
Lock  wood,  Lieut.  -CoL  A.  R 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erski 
Long.Col .  Charles  W.(  Eveshc 
Lonsdale,  John  Biownlee 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  ( Liverpool  > 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpoc 
M  *  I  ver,Sir  Levvis(  Edinburgh  1 
M'Killop,  .James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Melville,  Beresford  V. 
Meysey-Tliompson,  Sir  H.  M 
Mid  die  more,  J.  Throgmorton 
M  ilbank,SirPowlettChisJoiii 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Geofgc 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Vicior 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.J.ScottyHant*- 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Faey 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
M  organ,  Hn.  Fred.(M»nm'tfcfe 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  'Coventry 
Murray,Col.  Wymiham  (BrfW 
Myers,  Wm.  tfenry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Ton** 
<  )rr-Ewing,  Charles  Linday 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Cor**1 
Pollock.  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman.  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jonas,  Lt.-Col.  Ed*** 
Purvis  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Cart** 
Richardwi ,  Sir  T.  (H  rtle'g 
Ridley.Rt.  Hon.SirMatthew 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thorn** 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 


Housing  of  the 

unes 

en.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham 
.W.  (Tyrone) 
d,  John 

I.  S.  (Limehoufle) 
>ir  Edward  Albert 
ir  Jo-eph 
tries  Hilton 
filliam  Edward  T. 
arart,  M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
ir  Harrington 
xrais  (Romford) 
iel  H.  (Chrwtclnirch) 
Parker  (Lanarka.) 
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Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlev 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(OxfdUniv.) 
Thorbura,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinaon,  Win.  E.  Mnrray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welhy,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
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Welby,  SirChas.  G.E.  (Notts) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-(Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Worthy,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndliam,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
S»r  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Williara(Cork,N.E.)  ; 
lliam  (Gateshead)      | 
iobert  Andrew 
Robert 

'nomas  Gair  ! 

Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H.  ; 
L  (Limerick,  W.)  ■ 
;e,  Emerson  i 

ohm  Eiuinott  , 

(Cork,  S.) 

t,  Wentworth  ( .  B.  ' 
lfred  | 

ugustine  I 

«t,  Henry  i 

Sir  John  Tomlinsbn   j 

•  Hod.  James  : 
t,  Thomas  Ry burn  ' 
hn  I 
►ma*  | 
»ydney  Charles  i 
James  ! 
Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow)  j 
Robert  (Durham)      . 

•Bannenuan,  Sir  H. 
jnes  Laurence  ' 

Richard  Knight  | 
'rederiek  i 

,  Francis  Allston 
iniel  ' 

'noma*  B.  (Donegal) 
\  Vaughan  Cardigan  I 
Hon.  Sir  Charles      I 
»hn 

*  O.  ' 
Charles  M.  (Lunark)  \ 
:h,  James  I 
Alfred 

,  Charles  John  i 

FrancisH.  (South' ton  j 
ten,  Dr.  Robert  i 

&me*  P.  (Cavan,W.)  ' 
homas  J.  (Kerry,  S.)  i 
Charles  ' 

,R.  C.  Munro(Leith)  , 
ice,  Lord  Edmond 


NOES. 

Fester,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWilliam 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesSeale  ! 
Hedderwick,TliomasCharle-H  I 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H.  ' 
Holland,  William  Henry  j 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys- G wen,  Arthur  C.   j 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez  Ed.   ' 
Joicey,  Sir  .James  I 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea)  | 
Kay-Shuttleworth.RtHnSirU  . 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E.  , 

Kilbride,  Denis  j 

Labouchere,  Henry  ' 

l^awson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland)  j 
Lenjr,  Sir  John  | 

Lewis,  John  Herbert  ■ 

Lloyd -George,  David 
Leigh,  Thomas  | 

Lyell,  Sir  Leonard  i 

Macaleese,  Daniel  | 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  j 
M-Arthur,  W.  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William  ! 

M'Ghee,  Richard  , 

M'Kenna,  Reginald  | 

Maddison,  Fred. 
Mellor,Rt.Hon.J.W.(Yorks.)    ' 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand  j 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles  j 

Montagu,  SirS.  (Whitechapel)  | 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O  Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
0'Connor,James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


O'Malley,  William 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northum. ) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Thresh ie 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsh.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmthn.,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Giant.,  E.) 
Thomas,David  Alf  red(  Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Walton,  J  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvelli  Notts. ) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
WTilson,  F.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.  T.  (H'fi'd.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
(Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


rdered  to  l>e  brought  in  by  Mr. 
r  General  for  Ireland  and  Mr. 
talfour. 

tENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND)  BILL, 
tend  the  Law  relating  to  Tithe 
krge  in  Ireland,  presented,  and 
3  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 


time  upon  Monday,  5th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  97.] 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT   (1890)   AMENDMENT. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,    Sleaford),   who   was    veiy 
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indistinctly  heard,  in  asking  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  said  that  it  dealt  with  one  of  the 
most  important  social  questions  at  the 
present  time.  What  was  wanted  with 
regard  to  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  was  not  so  much  fresh  legislation 
as  a  more  effective  administration  of  the 
laws  at  present  in  existence.  There  were, 
however,  two  defects  in  the  law  at  present 
about  which  complaints  were  constantly 
heard.  The  first  defect  was  the  difficulty 
by  which  in  towns,  and  in  the  larger 
towns  in  particular,  especially  in  London, 
local  authorities  were  invariably  con- 
fronted, namely,  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
viding space  and  sites  on  which  to  build 
within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction. 
This  difficulty  arose  solely  because  among 
the  powers  placed  in  the  iocal  authorities 
there  was  no  power  which  enabled  them 
to  acquire  land  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  their  own  area.  That  was  a  power 
which  he  thought  the  local  authorities 
ought  to  possess,  and  although  the  change 
would  be  small  and  extremely  simple,  he 
thought  the  effect  would  be  very  great 
indeed.  Nothing  which  could  be  done 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  working  classes.  It  was  im- 
possible to  suppose,  in  London  for 
example,  with  a  growing  population,  that 
the  whole  of  the  working  population 
could  ever  be  housed  as  they  would  like 
to  see  it  within  the  limits  of  London 
itself.  But,  given  a  reasonable  distance 
in  the  country  outside  London,  with  the 
modern  means  of  transit,  the  improve- 
ment in  the  tramway  service,  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council,  and,  above 
all,  an  adequate  service  of  cheap  trains,  he 
believed  that  the  problem  would  be  to  a 
great  extent  solved. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  Will  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  extend  to  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  not  at  present.  The 
experiment  was  one  which  the  Govern- 
ment thought  ought  at  least  to  be  made. 
The  Bill  provided  that  where  any  council 
other  than  a  rural  district  council  adopted 
Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  it  might  supply  the 
needs  of  its  district  by  either  establish- 
ing or  acquiring  lodging  houses  for 
the  working  classes  under  that  Part 
outside  its  district.  It  was  also 
urged   that   the   restrictions  which  were 

Mr.  Chaplin. 


placed  on  Part  III.  of  the  Act  in  reap 
of  rural  districts  were  so  cumbersome  a 
intricate  that  in  many  cases  it  was  pra< 
cally  a  dead  letter.  In  the  first  pla 
they  had  to  obtain  the  consent  of  t 
county  council,  then  the  county  coui 
was  bound  first  of  all  to  hold  a  lo 
inquiry,  to  grant  and  publish  a  certifies 
and  even  then,  except  in  cases  of  wl 
was  termed  an  emergency,  the  p 
ceedings  had  to  wait  until  after  the  m 
election  of  the  local  authority  concern 
The  Bill  proposed  to  simplify  that  p 
cedure.  The  consent  of  the  cour 
council  would  still  be  required,  but  1 
granting  of  their  consent  would  be  at  t 
discretion  of  the  county  council  subj< 
only  to  this  provision — that  they  mi 
have  regard  to  the  area  for  which  it 
proposed  to  adopt  the  Part,  to  the  nee 
sity  for  accommodation  for  the  housi 
of  the  working  classes  in  that  area,  to  t 
probability  of  such  accommodation  beu 
provided  without  the  adoption  of  t 
Part,  and  to  the  liability  which  would 
incurred  by  the  rates,  and  to  the  questi 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
was  prudent  for  the  district  council 
adopt  the  Part. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshij 
Ilkestone)  said  he  had  listened  to  fc 
opening  ''of  the  right  hon  Gentlem&i 
speech  with  a  feeling  of  hope  which 
regretted  had  been  completely  dissipat 
by  his  closing  remarks.  This  was 
question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  t 
country,  was  most  important,  and  o>i 
which  required  the  gravest  consideratic 
It  struck  at  the  conditions  of  on 
crowding  under  which  hundreds 
thousands  of  the  people  of  this  count 
lived,  conditions  which  made  decen< 
impossible  and  morality  a  miracle.  T 
Bill  was  satisfactory  so  far  as  it  wer 
but  in  respect  of  the  rural  districts  it  d 
practically  nothing.  Indeed,  the  B 
could  not  be  looked  upon  as  in  any  wj 
an  adequate  method  of  meeting  a  gre 
national  emergency.  Any  Bill  whi 
attempted  to  grapple  with  this  proble 
ought  to  afford  opportunities  to  tl 
local  authorities  to  reach  the  real  own 
of  bad  house  property — to  reach  the  m* 
who  was  fattening  on  the  miseries  of  I 
fellow  creatures.  It  should  also  gr 
power  to  local  authorities  to  tal 
over  by  a  simpler  and  cheaper  meth< 
all  property  declared  to  be  insanita 
at  the  bare  price  of  land  and  materia 
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Further,  it  should  provide  simple  and  in-  |    CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL, 
expensive   methods    of  taking    land   by  [Third  Heading.] 

purchase    or     by     hire    for     this   great  I 

public   purpose  'in   which    the    ordinary  i      Order  for  Third  Heading  read. 

expense     of    taking    land    compukorily  I      Motiou  mad     and  Que8tion  propasedr. 

ought     not     to     be     allowed.        Power  ,<<Tha      he  Bffl  1|e  nQW  rca(l  {he\hM 

should    also    be    vested    in     a     central  i  t-       ?> 

authority,  or  in  a  large  local  authority,  ' 

to  supervise  local  areas  and  to  force  local  i  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
authorities  to  do  their  duty.  Means  !  K.) :  I  would  not  have  troubled  the  House 
should  also  be  provided  by  which  money  |  with  raising  any  objection  in  the  present 
should  be  granted  at  the  lowest  possible  j  stage  of  this  measure  if  it  were  not  for 
rate  of  interest  for  the  longest  period  in  |  the  fact  that  on  Friday,  when  we  were 
order  to  enable  local  authorities  to  carry  I  considering  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
out  this  work  of  housing  the  people  j  dealing  with  the  money  mentioned  in  this 
without  unduly  adding  to  the  rates,  j  Bill,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  pre- 
The  measure  introduced  by  the  right  j  vented  me  and  other  Members  who  had 
ton.  Gentleman  was,  in  his  opinion,  |  given  notice  of  reductions  from  moving 
totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  » them  and  giving  our  reasons  for  so 
of  the  country.  ,  doing.     I  know  that  I  cannot  now  move 

I  the  reductions  which  I  proposed  to  do. 
Bill  to  amend  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  j  What  I  can  do  is  to  object  to  the  third 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  |  reading  of  this  Bill.  This  Bill  is  for  the 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  ,  expenditure  of  no  less  than  thirteen 
Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  !  millions  of  pounds  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Mr.  Ritchie,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  !  war  up  to  the  31st  March  of  the  present 

1  year.     The  first  thing  I  have  to  say  is 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  I  *hat  \  thi£k  J**8  Pf*meal  Pkn  of  W»y- 
ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT  HILL.  |  ing    to    Parliament     for     comparatively 

"To  amend  Part  3  of  The  Houisng  i  f°f  Votf  fme  after  time  VJE?™ 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,"  pre  '  acto,X\  ^  "™  ™  T  ^^2 
Hented,  and  £d  the  first  time  ; to  be  1 1€"*7<**  ^"^^^^ 
»d  a  second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  '  f nti«pa*ed  that   that    sum   would    ha  e 

and  to  be  printed,     f Bill  98.1  i 1>een  T^™"*  I?  f™  the  ™*ro\Sht  to 

r  L  J  ;  a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  the  Ixovern- 

i        \Td    cri?\TY\r\xT    /rr  u      i  *     I  ment.       What    has    occurred   in   South 

'     silw^  1    ™'    ",r  Ct8'  ;  Africa  has  necessitated  the  further  appli- 

I      o£i±   mT^F    ♦™Vf5W  cation   to  Parliament   for  an  additional 
pmunm ,  Mr.  Speaker,  to .aric _if  the  BiU  .  f    M  •„.  We    a„. 

»■!!  be  read  a  second  time  th,8  day  week.  :exprc88ly    toW     in    thig    m    ^    th(1 

\Id   fuiDTiv     i    v.     n  ..■  ,         .      thirteen  millions  are   only   for  expenses 

.  «R.  CHAPLIN  :  I  should  think  prob-  >         .       . ,  ,      ,    ..     *  c •  i    „„„„ 

5l,ly  y        I  up  to    the  end    of    the    financial    year 

!  closing  on  the  31st  day  of  March  next.  That 

means  that  this  sum,  added  to  the  Vote  of 

PUBLIC    ACCOUNTS.  I*8*  session,  twenty-three  millions   in  all, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  ha?  alread>' 1>een  ■?"* in  *e  P™^688  ,of 
"'  Fifteen  Members.  tms  war-  "  means  that  an  attempt  is  made 

to  blind  thepeopleof  this  country  to  thefact 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomi-  thatthewarisonlybeingproceecledwithat 
fted  of-Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,  Mr.  Bu-  a  most  unexpected  and  extraordinary  cost, 
dwnan,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish,  Mr.  Cohen,  * want  t0  k»ow  from1t,he  Secretary  of  the 
cr.  Cameron  Corbett,  Mr.  Duckworth,  Treasury  if  he  can  tell  us  when  the  next 
^  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Goddard,  Mr.  .  application  will  be  made  to  Parliament 
H«nburv,  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  Mr.  Grant  *or  a  further  \  ate  to  carry  on  this  war, 
J*"wC  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  Mr.  Arthur  !  J""*  much,  the  "mount  of  that  Y°te  1S 
^Connor,  Mr.  Pym,  and  Mr.  Thornton.       [lkely  to  be>  .an<?  wh,ethteJ  *!?  estimat? 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
P°*er  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
"vxii— (Sir  JFMiam  WaXrord.) 


has  been  arrived  at  by  the  Government 
as  to  what  will  be  the  probable  cost  of 
these  proceedings  in  South  Africa  before 
they  are  concluded.    We  have  heard  trow*. 


> 
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time  to    time   very    flattering    eulogies 
passed   on    the  conduct   of   the   various 
colonial    Governments    that    have     lent 
assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war. 
Already  a  large  number  of  men  have  gone 
from    the  colonies,   but   I   have   yet   to 
learn    that    any  very   considerable   sum 
of      money      has      been      offered       by 
any   of    the     colonial    Governments     to 
the     home   Government    to   defray  the 
expenses  of  the  war.      It  should  be  1>orne 
in  mind  that  this  Vote  of  thirteen  millions 
is  not  merely  to  meet  an  emergency,  but 
is,  in  a  large  measure,  to  meet  a  permanent 
increase  in  the  British  Army  represented 
by  120,000  men  who  have  been  asked  for. 
What  you  have  to  bear  in  mind,  and  what 
the  people  have  to  bear  in  mind,  is  that 
after  the  enthusiasm  of  this  war  is  passed 
and  the  colonial  troops  have  returned  to 
their  homes,  the  taxpayers  of  this  country 
and  of  this  country  alone  will  be  left  to 
l>ear  the  enormous  cost  entailed  by  the 
permanent  addition  to  the  British  Army,  i 
As  an    Irish  representative,   I   object  to  ; 
this  Vote,  first,  because  it  would  be  simply 
hypocrisy  on  our  part  if  we  allowed  the 
statement  in  this  Bill  to  go  by  without ' 
l)cing  challenged.     The  Bill  says  that  this 
sum   of   thirteen   millions    is    cheerfully 
granted   to   Her   Majesty   and   that    we  ! 
humbly  lwseech  Her  Majesty  to  apply  the 
money  so  cheerfully  given  for  the  prose-  , 
cution  of  the  war.  I  do  not  know  how  other  ' 
Gentlemen  feel  about  it,  but  I  do  not  feel  I 
in  the  slightest  degree  cheerful  on  thesul)-  : 
ject.    It  is  quite  time  this  antiquated  phra-  \ 
seology  should  be  done  away  with,  because,  ' 
even  though  you  vote  this  money,  it  is 
simply  humbug  to  put  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment that  it  is  cheerfully  given,  for  no  ' 
man   in  this   House  feels  cheerful   over 
parting  with  so  much  of  the  treasure  of 
the  taxpayer  for  such  a  purpose.     From  j 
the   Irish   point  of    view   the  voting  of , 
this    money    is    intolerable.      It    is    an , 
outrageous  scandal,  in  my  opinion,  when  a 
war  is  got  up  in  South  Africa  of  which 
the  Irish   people   alwolutely   disapprove, 
that  they  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
large  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  war. 
IreTana,   neither  directly  nor  indirectly, 
had  any  hand  or  part  in  the  proceedings 
which  led  to  this  war.    We  had  absolutely 
no  means  of  influencing  or  controlling  the 
negotiations  which  ended  in  the  lament- 
able occurrences  taking  place   in   South 
Africa.     If  wo  had  had  a  voice  in  this 
matter  the  enormous  majority  of  the  Irish 
people  and  their   representatives    would 

Mr.  JV ill  una  llrdmond. 


We  ca\m^m-^t  i 

lse  for  aL     my  I 

We  knc:^  w-  f 

waminatW  ~»u  I 


have  declared  against  the  war.  We  cai  m\ 
see  nothing  even  now  which  afford**,  ^s 
sufficient  reason  for  these  gigantic  militar\-^^_y 
preparations,  and  above  all — even  if  thi*r=s  is 
war  were  just-  -we  cannot  see  that*-  ^tf 
anything  possible  in  the  shape  of  a  return  m  -\\ 
can  be  gained  by  the  conquering  of  cithcw  — __>} 
of  these  Republics.  We  in  Ireland  art^*.—  n 
sometimes  accused  of  complaining  without  _^-lt 
reason.  Is  it  not  reason  enough  for  uss  ^-  ^ 
to  see  throughout  the  length  and  brcadthf  «ch 
of  the  land  that  Irish  country  industries  — ^ 
are  languishing,  that  our  people  ar» — ^^ 
handicapped  in  the  question  of  highe~  "^^»r 
industrial  and  technical  education,  ana 
hampered  in  every  possible  way  beeaiu 
they  cannot  induce  the  Government 
expend  a  reasonable  amount  of  money  i 
help  and  educate  the  people  and  prepui 

them  for  the  battle  of  life  and  the  <1 

velopment  of  their  country  ? 
get   anything   from   this  House 
piuctical  purpose  in   Ireland, 
that  the  result  of  an  expert  examinati* 
has  shown  that   under   the  system  pi 
vailing  now  the  Irish  people  are  unfair- ly 
treated  in  the  matter  of  Imperial  taxatir*wi. 
There  is  a  profound  conviction  in  Irela  *  id 
that  the  people  are  already  called  on    x.o 
pay    more    than    their    fair    share    for 
Imperial  purposes,  and  the  people  rega  i"^ 
with    despair    the    ineffectual    attem|>** 
made  to  get  money  for  the  developnurii* 
of   the   country.      Under   these   circun1" 
stances   is    it  surprising   if    the  utnv"**** 
indignation  is  felt  among  the  Irish  peoj *le 
when    they   are    told,   and    know,  tf*a*J 
of       every      million      that      is      vofc*--** 
for     the     carrying     on      of      the     w**r 
they  will   have  to  pay  a  share  out  of  **'■ 
proportion  to  what  it  should  be  ?    T^\e 
Irish  Members  would  l>e  wanting  in  th*?**" 
duty  if  they  did  not  take  every  opportunity 
of   protesting  against    this   expenditu*-"**' 
and  especially  protesting  against  it  in  ttJ<- 
name  of  the  Irish  taxpayer.     I  do  u*1* 
propose  to  go  into  any  examination  of  tJ,e 
various   items   in   the   proposals  of   tl1* 
Government   upon    which    the    thirte*"11 
millions  are  to  be  spent.     In  Committ*-** 
I   singled   out   items  and  gave  notice  *^ 
my  desire  to  move  reductions    there ijU 
but   was   not   allowed   to  do   so  by  tfr1*: 
closure.     Nor  am  I  able  to  do  so  now. 
do  not  go  in  detail  into  an  examinati*"*1* 
of  whether  I  think  the  expenditure  X%*X\ 
fair  in  the  matter  of  pay,  munitions  *-* 
war,  or  transport.    I  confine  myself  to 
ing  that  the  whole  expenditure  from 
ginning  to  end  is  unnecessary  and  unji 
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.ml  will  be  absolutely  unproductive.     In    because  they  object    to  this    war.     The 
he  protest  I  have  made  at  every  possible    speeches    of     such    men  as  Sir   Edward 
tage  of  these  proceedings,    I  venture  to    Clarke,  the  right  hon.   Member  for  I><xi- 
uy  I  am  voicing  not  merely  the  views  of  ,  min,  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth, 
iv    own   constituents  and   the    popular    and  the  hon.   Member  for  Battersea  have' 
pinion  in  Ireland,  but  also  the  opinion    aroused  in   the  breasts   of  Irishmen  the 
f  tens  of  thousands  of  the  taxpayers  of    feeling  that,  after  all,  there  are  some  men 
Ingland,    Scotland,    and    Wales,    many    in    this  House  and  country   sufficiently 
f      whom     have     a      rooted     objection    brave  to  face  popular  disfavour  and  to  1k» 
>     Meeing     their     hard  -  earned     taxes    on   the  right   side,  though  for  the  time 
Slandered  in  military  expeditions  for  the    being   that   side  may  be  in  a  miserable 
lppreasion  of  lil>erty  and  the  invasion  of    minority.     Do  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
tie   homes  of   industrious  and  Christian    vote  this   money  so  lightly   and   regard 
eople  in  South  Africa.      Although  the    the     prospects      of      the       war      with 
lasses  of  the  English  people  here  have  i  so    much     satisfaction     and     confidence, 
ot  l>een  heard  to  any  great  extent  upon    ever  remember  the  expenditure  indulged 
his  expenditure,  I  am  certain  a  day  will  j  in  by  this  country  over  one  hundred  years 
ome  when  there  will  be  a  great  revulsion    ago,  when   the  colonial  dependencies  of 
>f  feeling  in  this  country,  and  when  the  '  this  nation  in  America  were  attacked  as 
present  Government,  the  authors  of  this    the  people  of  the  South  African  Republics 
niquitous  war,  will  be  swept  out  of  office,    are  being  attacked  to-day  ]     Some  of  the 
ii id  a   Government  installed    in    power    most  fervent  and  eloquent  speeches  ever 
vhich  will  return  to  the  policy  practised  ;  delivered  in  this  House  by  British  states- 
>y    Mr.    Gladstone   in  South   Africa — a    men  were  delivered  against  the  policy  of 
jolicy  not  of  bloodthirstiness  and  tyranny,  I  exasperation  and  brute  force  practised  in 
is  i«  the  present,  but  one  of  magnanimity  :  America.      It    was    predicted    that    the 
mid  justice,   recognising  that  if  a  man  is  •  policy    would    lead   to   the   loss   of   the 
l>orn  a  Dutchman  instead  of  an  English- 1  American  colonies,   and    that   preoiction 
man  he  has  a  right  to  have  his  national  I  was    amply  justified.      The   policy   now 
prejudices,  feelings,  and  pride  respected  !  being   pursued  in    South   Africa   is    the 
and  considered  just  as  much  as  has  an  !  same  in  many  respects  as  that  which  lost 
Englishmen.     Since  this  war  commenced,  !  you  the  American  colonies.  The  speeches 
after  listening  very  closely  to  the  debates,  .  then  delivered  by   Burke   and  Chatham 
my  feeling  in  regard  to  English  character  j  might  have  been   delivered  at  this  very 
has  undergone  several  changes.     To  find    day  in  regard  to  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
the  vast   bulk   of   the   British  represen- 1  If  this  policy  is  pursued  to  the  bitter  end 
tatives  voting   the  money    for  this  war  I  the  result  will  lie  not  only  that  you  will 
convinces  me  of  the  truth  of  the  estimate  j  fail  permanently  to  sulxlue  the  people  of 
°*    England      which      we      have      held  j  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State, 
in  Ireland   for  generation  after  genera-  j  but    that  you  will  in  all  probability  ulti- 
tion.     W'c     have    always    been    taught  I  mately  lose  your  control  over  Cape  Town, 
10    l>elieve      that    the     English    people  ,  Natal,  Rhodesia,  and  every  single  square 
^H  allow  nothing  abroad  to  check  them  !  yard  of  territory  in  South  Africa.     Why 
when  their  own   interests  are  at  stake, !  do  I  say  that  1   Because  the  vast  majority 
that  they  will  not  consider  the  rights  and  !  of   the   inhabitants  of  South   Africa  are 
Merest*  of  others,  and  that  the  only  time  '  Dutch,  and    unless   you  are  going  to  hi- 
st which  a  barrier  is  raised  to  the  policy  j  struct   your   soldiers  to   do  the  same  as 
°J  Imperial    expansion    in    England    is  j  soldiers  did  not  very  long  ago — to  bayonet 
when  that  expansion  finds  itself  confronted  j  the   women  and  children,  and  stamp  out 
hy  some  strong  and  mighty  power.     But  >  the  breed    of   the  Dutch  by  fire,  sword, 
in  quarters  where  the  means  of  resistance  ;  and   persecution,  the   Dutch   nation   and 
*^  weak  and  slender,  the  Imperial  spirit    the   Dutch  race  will  spring  up  in  a  new 
°*  England    rides   roughshod    over    the  !  generation,  and   in   a  few  years  you  will 
J*°pk,    as    is   the    case    at    present   in  :  find  yourselves  confronted   with  the  same 
*>°uth   Africa.     On    the    other   hand,   I  .'  difficulties    as    at     present.     There    was 
^fe*  I    have    more    than   once    l>een ,  no     reason     for      this     war.       Negotia 
?°ved  to  intense  admiration  while  listen-  i  tions     could      have     been     carried     on 
"H5  to  certain   speeches  in  this  House,  '  which  would  have  resulted  in  the  granting 
JPeeches  delivered  by  men  who  have  been  \  to  the  subjects  of  the  Queen  in  the  Trans- 
******&   at,    interrupted,     and    insulted  ■  vaal    everything    they  could  reasonably 
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require.  One  of  the  chief  reasons  I  am  j  reflection  that  by  a  little  conciliation  an 
so  vehemently  opposed  to  this  war  is  that  good  feeling  everything  you  could  reasoi 
the  whole  matter  could  have  been  settled  !  ably  expect  or  really  require  in  the  Dutc 
by  arbitration.  Was  there  ever  in  the  Republics  might  have  been  granted  t 
history  of  the  world  such  an  exhibition  of  !  you,  and  your  name  and  flag  would  ha\ 
inconsistency — I  had  almost  said  such  lmre  i  been  kept  untarnished,  instead  of  bein 
hypocrisy — as  the  action  of  the  British  i  sullied  by  a  series  of  disastrous  an 
representatives  in  this  matter  ?  At  the  »  humiliating  defeats.  There  is  nothin 
Hague  Conference  the  strongest  advocate  '  astonishes  me  more  than  the  light-hcarte 
of  arbitration  was  the  British  representa-  way  in  which  the  British  people  seem  t 
tive.  In  common  with  the  representatives  i  take  the  progress  of  this  war.  We  ha\ 
of  the  United  States  and  the  great  Euro- !  often  heard  of  British  stolidity.  We  wei 
pean  Powers,  he  signed  the  agreement  :  taught  at  school  that  one  of  the  chit 
with  regard  to  arbitration.  Yet  we  find  ,  characteristics  of  the  Englishman  W£ 
that  in  a  dispute  where  it  was  of  the  last  I  that  he  was  very  stolid  ;  that  in  momenl 
importance  that  there  should  be  a  peace-  ]  of  success  and  triumph  he  wi 
able  settlement,  and  where  it  was  known  ;  self  -  contained  and  quiet,  and  i 
that  war  if  it  did  break  out  would  be  a  i  moments  of  defeat,  impassive  an 
dreadful  and  devastating  conflict,  almost  «  unmoved.  It  would  be  more  t 
before  the  ink  of  the  signatures  to  the  |  the  credit  of  this  country  if  a  little  moi 
Arbitration  Agreement  was  dry,  the  re- !  consideration  was  publicly  exhibited  i 
presentatives  of  this  country  turned  their  !  view  of  the  terrific  losses  which  ha\ 
1  >acks  on  their  own  resolution  and  ignored  j  been  inflicted  on  your  armies.  We  ai 
the  principle  of  arbitration.  When  Presi- 1  told  that  the  second  epoch  of  the  war  ha 
dent  Rruger  offered  to  submit  the  whole  :  now  been  entered  on  ;  that  all  the  dav 
matter  to  impartial  arbitration  and  to  ;  that  have  been  are  past,  and  that  for  th 
abide  by  the  award,  he  was  insulted  and  j  future  there  will  be  nothing  but  gloriou 
flouted,  and  told  that  the  representatives  victories  and  triumphant  marcnes  t< 
of  the  Queen  could  not  consent  to  arbi-  Pretoria.  But  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
trate  with  so  petty  and  miserable  a  State  j  when  every  glaring  ncwsbill  tells  us  tha 
as  that  composed  of  a  few  hundred  men,  |  General  Cronje  is  flying,  that  the  Boer, 
represented  by  Paul  Kruger.  What  does  •  arc  terrified  and  overthrown,  tha 
arbitration  mean  in  the  opinion  of  English  j  Kitchener  is  on  their  track,  when  we  ope=? 
gentlemen  ?  Does  it  mean  that  you  are  !  our  newspapers  at  breakfast  what  do  ve> 
to  apply  it  only  in  the  case  of  a  quarrel  in  '  see  1  A  column  of  glorious  and  victories 
which  you  are  confronted,  not  by  President  news  ?  No.  A  column  of  casualties 
Knigerand  200,000 Boers,  but  by  President  telling  us  that  as  a  result  of  the  operation 
Mckinley  with  his  70,000,000  of  popula-  of  the  last  few  days  two  of  the  braver 
tion  at  his  back  ?  Arbitration  was  agreed  British  generals  are  seriously  wounded 
to  in  the  case  of  Venezuela,  but  refused  ;  and  that  no  less  than  fifty  commissions 
in  the  case  of  the  Transvaal.  Therefore,  j  officers  are  at  this  moment  lying  eith« 
we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  it  dead  in  South  Africa  or  suffering  tl 
was  accepted  in  the  one  case  because  •  tortures  of  bleeding  and  wounded  soMic* 
America  was  strong  and  powerful ;  but  j  in  the  hospitals.  How  many  men  ha^ 
because  the  Transvaal  was  weak  and  been  killed  and  wounded '?  Why  do  v* 
isolated  it  was  thought  that  the  will  of  not  get  the  news  in  some  sort  of  complet 
this  country  could  be  wreaked  upon  it.  ness,  so  that  we  may  know  what  is  goin 
Arbitration  would  have  been  no  dishonour  !  on  ?  We  shall  probably  not  hear  of  tt 
to  this  country.  If  a  strong  and  mighty  killed  and  wounded  of  the  rank  and  fij 
power,  in  a  dispute  with  a  weak  and  \  for  some  days.  As  to  the  anxioi 
small  Power,  says,  "  Well,  come,  we  will  mothers  and  fathers  of  the  poor  rank  an 
submit  these  matters  to  arbitration,"  the  ,  file  from  the  highlands  of  Scotland  ari 
conduct  of  that  strong  Power  is  calculated  '  the  homesteads  of  Ireland,  it  matters  n* 
to  create  feelings  of  admiration  through- !  when  they  hear  whether  their  relatives  a* 
out  the  world.  You  have  had  to  spend  j  safe.  There  may  be  hundreds  of  the* 
all  these  millions,  to  submit  to  these  ■  men  killed  or  wounded,  and  yet  we  at 
terrible  humiliations,  and  to  put  up  with    told   the   war  has   now   entered  on   i1 


the    loss    of    many    valuable    lives,    all 
because  the  principle  of  arbitration  was 
not  acted   upon.     It    must  be  a  bitter 
Mr.  William  Redmond. 


period  of  victory.  If  the  people  of  thi 
country  are  stolid  they  have  sufficier 
calmness    and     common-sense    to   bet 
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the  truth,  and   they   ought   to  be    told  ; 
the   truth.      There   is   not   a  newspaper  ! 
correspondent  allowed  to  send  a  telegram, 
not  a  line  is  permitted  to  be  sent  home,  ' 
giving  true    and   impartial    accoiuits    of 
the  proceedings  at  the  seat  of  war,  and 
4  »ven  the  War  Office  only  publishes  frag- 
nientary  and  piecemeal  intelligence.     The 
Yiianner  in  which  the  news  of  this  war  is 
£ggiven  out  is  on  a  par  with  the  manner  in  ; 
-*%*hich  the  Government  prepared  for  the  , 
-%^ar.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
X  --eitrim   the   other    mght    made   several 
c^rnticisms   with   regard   to   the    arrangc- 
***ents  of  the  War  Office,  to  which  he  did  , 
r  l  ot  get  a  single  reply.     I  honestly  believe  ; 
t  frie  authorities  could  not  reply.     I  cannot 
-£*->r  the  moment  think  of  a  Parliamentary 
j->!ira8e   sufficiently    strong    in   which   to 
rlc?acribe  the  incapacity  of  the  gentlemen 
n,^.  present  running  the  War  Office.     You 
i*m«y  sneer  at  France  or  Germany,  and 
t;  la  ink  that  your  system  is  the  best  in  the 
^~orld,  but  there  is  not  a  nation  on  the 
f»ce  of    the    earth   which    would    have 
allowed  the  constitution  of  the  War  Office  ; 
t«">    be  the  same  to-day  as  it  was  at  the  , 
commencement  of  the  war.     The  authori- 
ties miscalculated  and  misdirected  every- 
thing, with  the  result  that  you  now  have 
1  1 ,000    British     soldiers     either    killed, 
wounded,     or     prisoners     at     Pretoria.  ; 
1  >iAring  the   five    months   this    war  has  ! 
Wen   proceeding,    the    authorities    have 
aimplv  made  a  botch  of  it.      They  have 
h»*l  the  spending  of  vast  sums  of  money, 
and  now  we  are  asked  to  hand  over  to 
them  another  XI  3,000,000.      As  far  as  1 
»m  concerned,  I  certainly  will  not  do  it. 
There  is  not  the  organised  capacity  there  ■ 
°ught  to  be  in  the  War  Office,  and  for 
that  reason  amongst  others  I  object  to 
*i«Vote.  The  Prime  Minister  in  another 
PWe,  in  justifying  this  war,  said  that  he 
"*d  no  means  of  judging  that  the  Trans- 
va*l  were  making  such  large  preparations,  . 
a!»d  that  guns  and  munitions  of  war  were 
?ent  there  in  piano  cases.     Was  ever  such 
language  heard  from  the  Prime  Minister 
fJ*  *n  important  country  1    You  had  your 
£gentat  Pretoria ;  you  had  your  spies  at 
Pretoria 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order:  The 
H**nt  of  preparation  for  this  war  does  not 
an*e  on  this  Vote. 


this  money  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  to- 
the  administrators  of  the  War  Office,, 
because  of  the  incapacity  they  have 
shown  in  failing  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  what  is  obvious  to  people  of  other 
countries  as  to  the  arming  of  the  Trans- 
vaal. However,  I  will  not  pursue  that 
subject  any  further  than  to  say  that,  from 
the  Prime  Minister  down,  every  member 
of  the  Government  has  been  proved  to  be 
incapable.  My  opinion  does  not  stand 
alone  in  that  respect.  The  Time*,  the 
Mommy  Post,  the  Standard,  and  nearly 
every  enlightened  exponent  of  Unionist 
and  Tory  opinions  in  the  press,  have  ex- 
pressed the  same  view.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  come  in  at  the  fag  end  of  my 
remarks,  when  it  is  too  late  for  him  to 
hear  all  the  perfectly  unanswerable  things 
I  have  said.  I  will  therefore  conclude  by 
repeating  to  him  the  statement  with 
which  I  commenced  my  remarks,  viz.% 
that  I  would  not  to-day  have  opposed 
this  Bill  by  more  than  my  vote  if  last 
Friday  at  half-past  ten  he  had  not  thought 
fit  to  apply  the  closure  and  to  exclude 
me. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member- 
must  know  he  is  out  of  order  in  comment- 
ing on  the  application  of  the  closure  on  a 
previous  occasion.  It  is  the  act  of  the 
House,  and  it  is  quite  improper  to  suggest 
that  it  is  unfair. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  have 
no  doubt  the  application  of  the  closure 
on  that  occasion  was  in  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  who  moved  it 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  discuss  it  at  all  ; 
it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  have 
not  the  slightest  desire  or  intention  to 
disobey  your  ruling,  or  to  offer  any  re- 
marks which  you  think  out  of  order,  but 
I  conceive  that  I  am  perfectly  entitled  to 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  my  reason  for  interfering  in  this 
debate  and  speaking  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings  was  that  I  was  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  the  application  of  the 
closure  last  Friday. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Of  *Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order :  The 
0(**i,8e,  I  bow  to  your  riding,  Sir,  but  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  order  in  saying  he 
"V  fine  of  argument  waa  to  show  that    has  made  these  observations  because  he 
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liad  no  opportunity  of  making  them  !  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  come 
before,  but  he  has  no  right  to  criticise  .  in  at  the  commencement  of  my  speech, 
the  application  of  the  closure.  rw"  *  '  "  A 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  do! 
not  desire  to  criticise  the  application  of 
the  closure,  but  strictly  to  follow  your 
ruling.  I  merely  say  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  I  have  intervened  at  this 
stage  and  made  these  remarks  because, ; 
through  a  collection  of  untoward  circum- 
stances, over  which  I  had  no  control,  but 
the  controlling  of  which  did  rest 

*Mk.  SPEAKER :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  disregard  my  ruling  I  shall  have  to 
ask  him  to  resume  his  seat. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Really 
I  have  no  desire  to  disregard  your  ruling, 
but  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  clearly 
understand  what  that  ruling  is.  I  am 
telling  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  has  said  the  same 
thing  four  or  five  times  in  different  ways, 
and  now  he  is  repeating  it  again.  It  is 
tedious  repetition,  such  as  is  forbidden  by 
the  Standing  Order. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
On  a  point  of  order,  Mr.  Speaker.  It  is 
within  your  recollection  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  lectured  the  First  Lord 
•of  the  Treasury 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order 
is  not  a  point  of  order. 


That 


The  moral  of  my  intervention  upon  this 
occasion  is  that  whenever  I  am  interfered 
with  I  will  make  good  such  interference 
upon  the  first  opportunity,  and  where 
perhaps  ten  minutes  would  have  done  if  I 
had  not  been  interfered  with  I  will  take 
us  long  as  I  can  when  I  do  get  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :    I  beg  to 
support    my   hon.   friend's   objection   to 
this  Bill.     We  are  asked   to    vote   this 
£13,000,000  to  the  War  Office  to  be  spent 
by  the  officials  who  at  present  have  the 
control   of   that  department.     I   for  one 
object  to  handing  over  these  £13,000,000 
to  the  present  officials  of  the  War  Office. 
I  do  so  on  various  grounds.      One  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  rise  to  support  in  v 
Son.  friend  the  Member  for  East  Clare  is 
that  when  I  made  certain  charges  here  the 
other  night  no  answer  was  given  from  the 
Government  lynches  to  a  single  one  of 
them.     I  think  when  we  make  strong  and — 
!  definite  charges  against  the  War   Office*- - 
;  we  are  entitled  to  some  explanation,  am" 
to  some  answer  to  those  charges.  ^  Tht^ 
:  hon.  Meml>er  opposite  asked   the  Unde 
.  Secretary   of   State   for  War  a  questio^^ 
\  dealing   with   one   of    the    engagements. 
|  that  has  taken  place,  during  the  march  « 
I  Lord    Methuen  s   force  to  the    relief  t 
j  Kiinlierley.     He  asked  who  was  respo*^ 
sible  for  the  present  proportion  of  hon«_' 
|  and  of  giuis  to  infantry  in  the  differed     i 
!  battalions  of  the  first  army  corps.    To*  * 
!  was  a  reasonable  question,  and  he  asker_— < 
the  Under  Secretary  to  explain  who  w  —  **' 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Nothing  ■  8;1(le.     He  practicaHy  got  no  rop 

nitention  when  I'       s.  „„^  -     -     -    •        * 


•was  further  from  my 
rose  than  to  enter  into  any  discussion 
with  regard  to  your  ruling.  I  was  en- 
deavouring to  point  out,  and  I  maintain  I 
am  entitled  to  point  out,  that  I  have  taken 
this  opportunity  of  speaking 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  understand  my 
ruling.  What  I  said  was  that  he  was 
'beginning  to  say  for  the  fourth  or  fifth 
time  that  he  has  taken  this  opportunity 
-of  expressing  his  views  because  he  had  not 
the  opportunity  on  a  previous  occasion, 
and  now  he  is  simply  continuing  to 
repeat  it. 

Mn.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  All 
these  little  unpleasantnesses  would  have 
been  avoided  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Mr.  Sjwtker. 


to  that  question.    I  asked  the  other  nig"*1  j 
for    certain     replies    to    stittightforwa^J"*' 
and    definite    charges,    and   I   think    "■" 
important      questions      which      are       J1 
matter     of      life     or     death      to     tlm  "»^ 
country,  when  such  questions  are  rais*^*1 
in  this  House,  we  are  at  least  entitled  *A} 
demand  some  explanation  on  these  pom*** 
from    hon.    Gentlemen   who   sit   on  tl»c> 
Government  l>ench.      Upon  the  queatio*1 
of  the  deficient  armaments  and  munitioi "»  ** 
supplied  to  the  troops,  and  upon  otht* 1 
vital  questions  which  have  been  raise*  *' 
no   answer    whatever    has    been    giver  ■ ' 
Upon  such  questions  as  the  sighting  c* 
the    rifles  and  the   refusal   of   the   >V«-  "* 
Office  to  purchase  in  1892  the  patent  <r* 
the  Maxim- Vickers  gun  we  got  no  reply  1 
We  raised  the  question  of  the  powder  m^ 
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the  cordite,  and  we  got  no  reply  with 
regard  to  that.  On  that  question  I  quoted 
the  opinion  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
now  sit  on  the  Government  bench,  and  I 
j  ef erred  particularly  to  the  Financial 
?-HH-retary  to  the  Treasury.  I  remember 
fitting  upon  a  Committee  of  which  the 
i-ight  hon.  Gentleman  was  Chairman,  and 
I  remember  the  courage  and  determination 
lie  showed  in  dealing  with  certain  scan- 
tlals  in  connection  with  the  Telephone 
</ompany.  I  ask,  when  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  showed  such  a  keen  knowledge 
in  matters  connected  with  the  War  Office, 
-why  a  business  man  like  him  was  not  put 
in  charge  of  the  War  Office  in  order  that 
Yka  might  root  out  the  scandals  connected 
%%'ith  the  administration  of  that  depart- 
ment. On  the  question  of  cordite  a 
«i-eater  scandal  could  not  exist  in  the 
Fi  i  story  of  any  country.  It  was  stated  in 
t  He  debates  which  took  place  in  this  House 
t  Iiat  the  so-called  invention  of  cordite  cost 
taxpayers  £200,000.  What  was  the  so- 
c-i*  lied  invention  ?  A  number  of  inventors 
*%-  c»re  asked 


|    *Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 
'  remarks  are  quite  irrelevant. 


854' 
These 


Mr.  TULLY :  This  money  has  to  be 
spent  by  the  War  Office,  and  they  deal 
with  cordite 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  fact  that  the- 
War  Office  have  to  administer  this  money 
and  have  to  deal  with  cordite  does  not 
entitle  the  hon.  Member  to  discuss  the 
history  of  the  invention  of  cordite. 


Mr. 
show— 


TULLY  :  I  think  1  am  entitled  to. 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  thk  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,. 
E.)rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move 
"  That  the  question  be  now  put." 

j      Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
I  now  put." 

j      The     House     divided  : — Ayes,      255 :. 
I  Noes,  52.     (Division  List  No.  33.) 


-V  1]mo|»|»,  Hon.  George 
"V*"«hdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
•V^noM-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
^  »*hton,  Thomas  Gair 
*Y  ^kinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
***-itey,  James  (Walworth) 
■**.ird,  jonn  George  Alexander 
WttMwin,  Alfred 
*^-Hoin\Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch,r 
{•^ulmry,  Frederick  George 
[~**-rne8,  Frederic  Gorell 
|J*t.Try.Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
»^Ttley,  George  C.  T. 
J*^uh,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 
jj^uimoiit,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
**^tiirose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
^r^thell,  Commander  I 

[ Jjiownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
**!«Mulph?Michael 
}*Ul,  Charles  I 

^llson.  Alfred  ' 

**lundeU,  Colonel  Henry 
!*°ltan,  Thomas  Dolling 
1  Joivlw,  T.  G.  ( King's  Lynn)     | 
[t**®,  John  I 

gnrfnek,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John     ! 
J**own,  Alexander  H. 
\ •*■>•«,  lit  Hon.  James 
**Ucluman,  Thomas  Rybnrn 
**uUnnl,  Sir  Harry 
J^xton,  Sydney  Charles 
)  ^npliell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
^Hle.  William  Walter 
;*"nichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
{  Uuton,  Richard  Knight 
)  »vwnli«hf  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys,) 
J*y»r,  Sir  Charles  William 
;*jl,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
*  **!,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 


AYES. 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain, J.  Austen  (Wore. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charring  ton,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloml),  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  i Hereford) 
Cor  liet  t ,  A .  Camen  »n(  G  lasgo  w ) 
Cornwallis,Fiennes  Stanley  W. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Da  vies,  Sir  Hor.  D.  (Chatham 
Davies,  M.  Vauuhan- (Cardig'n 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dilke,  lit.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.   Akers- 
Dougl as,  I  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  William  T. 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Eramott,  Alfred 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Monro  (Lei th) 


Feigussou,Rt.  Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastliourne) 
Fineh,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  • 
Fislier,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Ix>rd  Edmond 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Poster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.. 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson. 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Giblions,  J.  Lloyd. 
Gibb^Hn.A.G.H.fC.ofLond.)- 
GibbsjHon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
(idles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Golds  worthy,  Major- General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 
Gould ing,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Halsey.  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Win. 
Hare,  llionias  Leigh' 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,.  James 
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Hedderwick,  Tkos.  Charles  H.  ; 
Holder,  Ampstns 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie(Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,Hon.JamesHenryCecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick        ( 
•Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson-Ferguson,  J.  E. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James  | 

Jones,  1).  Brynmor  (Swansea)  : 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennaway,Kt.Hon.SirJohnH.  j 
Knowles,  Lees  j 

!Lafone,  Alfred 

I*awrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Dawson,  .lohn  Orant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thoiiia*(Ix>ndonderry ) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hon.  William  Ed.  H. 
1  ieese,Sir  Joseph  F.  ( Accrington 
Tieigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.-A.  R. 
lioder,  Gerald  Walter  Krskine 
I^onsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph        i 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
.Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
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Meysey-Thonipson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middleniore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  ( leorge    ! 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor  i 

Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James  , 

More,Robt.Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'tlish. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  (\  (Devonport)    '. 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham  (Bath  ; 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian  j 

Norton,  Capt.  ( 'ecil  William 
Nussev,  Thomas  Willans  : 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens  ' 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay     I 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Xorthumb.) 
Phillix)tts,  Captain  Arthur 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Canon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,  Robert  John 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edw. 
Purvis,  Rol>ert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Richardson.Sir  Thos.(  Hartleii'l 
Ridley,Rt.Hon.SirMatthewW  i 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas. Thomson  : 
Robertson.  Herbert  ( Hackney ) 
Roltson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit.  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.((  'heltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,*  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.( Renfrew 
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Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  CaptJohii(Forfarshire 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  ( I ^aiiarks.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Soaines,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Ed  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.  J.G.(Ox'dUniv 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (l^eeda,  S.) 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.(Oewe) 
\Varner,Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welbv,Lt.  -Col.  ACE  (Taunfn 
Welhy,  Sir  C.  O.  E.  (Notts. ) 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,  Oeorge  (Stockport) 
Whitmdre,  George  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Binn.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrv  (Hull) 
Wilson,  F.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  .John  (Govan) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.(  Bath 
Woodhouse,SirJTiHuddersfil    j 
Woods,  Samuel 

Wortley,  Rt.Hn.  C.B.  (Stuart-  — 
Wyndham.  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  DWrcy 

Tkllkrs  for  the  Ayes: 

Sir    William  Walrond  &n<\M 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham.William(Cork,N.E.) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Blake,  Edward 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
('aid  well,  James 
( 'ameron.  SirCharles(Glasgow 
<  'awley,  Frederick 
Crilly,  Daniel 

•Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dillon,  John 
Doo«'an,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
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Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan  W.) 
Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John  (( 'arlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid(CunihTd) 
Lloyd  -( i  eorge,  1  )avid 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
MHJhee,  Richard 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford  Hf 
Redmond.  Willi mi  (Clare) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durhain,S.E.)T 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeathr   * 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.r 
Tiilly,  Jasper 
Williams,  John  Carvell  ( Notts— -» 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid. 

Wilson,Jos.  H.(Middleslm)Ugr^~3 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan.  East) 

Tellers   for   the    Noes— — - 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Question  put  accordingly,   "That 
Bill  }>c  now  read  the  third  time." 


the 
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Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Arehdale,  Edward  Alervyn        | 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John         ' 
liailev,  James  (Walworth) 
Bainf,  John  ( leorge  Alexander  . 
Kaldwin,  Alfred  ' 

Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(ManchY)  l 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Knimott 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Sir Francis  T.( Windsor) 
hartley,  George  C.  T. 
IfearhiM.  Hon.  W.  WB.  (Hants 
Iteatunont.  Went  worth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
ltethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bulflulph,  Michael 
BUI,  Charles 
Billion,  Alfred 
Klumlell,  Colonel  Henry 
Helton,  Thomas  Dolling 
liowles,T.  Gibson  (King's  Lynn 
•Hrigff,  John 
HroShurst,  Henry 
Hrodriek,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bninner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
firyce,  Ht.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryhurn 
Milliard,  Sir  Harry 
"uxtou,  Sydney  Charles 
'nldwell,  James 
\*nieron,SirChar]es(G1aBgow) 
'Anipbell-Rannerman,  Sir  H. 
\  arlile,  William  Walter 
;  armichael.  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
parson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 

*  «u*ton,  Richard  Knight 

;  ,*v*n«lwh,V.C.  Wr.(Derbyshre 

*  a*Mley,  Frederick 
,8»y»r.  Sir  Charles  William 

J  ,^'il,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
f  ,f^*il.  Lord  Hngh  (Greenwich) 
«  l,Hmberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm 
1  ^ainberlain,  J.  Austen  ( Wor. ) 
V^aplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 


i 


<  ,°UingH,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
\  ,<>himb.  Sir  John  Chas.  Rea<l 
,,°**k,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth 


Ready 
ibeth) 
<  ,°oke,C.W.Radcliffe<Herefd) 
.  .'•Hjett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
:  ,°niwallis,FiennesStanley  W. 
i  .^M**  Charles  Alfred 
l>»,  Herb.  Sheph'd  (Bolton) 
V***zon,  Visconnt 
J^Hlkeith.  Earl  of 
\>*lrymple,  Sir  Charles 
^vfissSir  Hor.  D.  (Chatham) 
J^vies,  M.Vanghan-(Cardig'n 

JJ^kinson,  Robert  Edmond 
yrike,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Jjmkin,  Riclianl  Sim 
"^rington,  Sir  John  Edward 
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Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,   Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dnncoml>e,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  I). 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardel  1,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E«lwd. 
Fergnsson,  Rt.  Hn.Si'rJ.(Man'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
Fispn,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannery.  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Ijineaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway*  Wm.  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.AGH.(CityofLond.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V  (St.  Allwins) 
Giles,  Chailes  Tyrrell 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gold s worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  SirJohnEhlon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourle  y.SirEdwardTeiuperl'y 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Hani) 
Green,  W.  D.  ( Wedneshnry) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Hichard  Burdon 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt  Hon.  R.  Win. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Humpstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Williaiii  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson* Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,David  Bryninor(Swansea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn.Sirl' 
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Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Sir  E.Dnrn'g-(Corn. 
Law  son,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,SirThomas(  Londonderry ) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  WilliamEdw.H . 
Leesc,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrincton) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(S\vans' 
Lockwood,  Lt. -Colonel  A.  R. 
Lcxler,  Gerald  Walter  Erxkine 
Lonsdale,  JqIid  Brownlee 
Lougb,  Thomas 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Alacartney,  Wr.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis(Edinb.,W.) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm.  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Roht.Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.  (Momn'thsh 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Morton,  Ed.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  AG  ruham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Hath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Ce  il  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
( >rr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumh. ) 
Phil  I  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
PInnkett,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Pollock.  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,  Robert  John        i 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir' James 
Richardson,  J.  ( Durham, S.E.) 
Bichardson,SirThos.  ( H  artlep'l 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Hidley,  Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.   (Denbighs.) 
Kobert«on,  Herbert  ( Hackney  Y 
Rol)son,  William  Snowdon 
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Kollit,  Sir  All>ert  Kaye 
Hound,  James 

Itnssell,  Gen.  F.S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Savory,  Sir  Joeeph 
Seely.  Charles  Hilton 
Sharp*,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H .  ( Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,Capt  John  (Forfarshire 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Atiel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  JamesParker(T/anarkR) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  R  D.(Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 


Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss*  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.(Oxf  d  Un. 
Teniiant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.   (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Merth'r 
Thorbnrn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
,  Tomlinson,Wm".  Edw.  Murray 
|  Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
i  Tritton,  t  harlea  Ernest 
i  Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warner,  Thorua*  Courtenay  T. 
j  Warr,  Augus  us  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E, 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
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Welby,Lt-ColA.  C.E.(Tauntc 
Welby,SirCharles  (i.  E.(Xott 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernoi 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockpor 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernoi 
Wh  ttaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Powell  (Birtn. 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hal 
Wil>*on,Frederick\V.(Norfol! 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wodehouse,  lit.  Hn.E.R.(Ba1 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T(  Huddersf 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.Stuar 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  d'Arry 

Tellers  for  thb  Ayes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  ai 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

AiiMtin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

llany,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Blake,  Edward 

(  rilly,  Daniel 

Currun,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Kngledew,  Charles  John 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry*,  S.) 


NOES. 

Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  Jo'n  Patrick 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumb?land 
Maraleese,  Daniel 
MacXeill.  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'De  niott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jan.  (Wicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Mallev,  William 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterfoi 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Weatmeatl 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W 
Tully,  Jasper 

Wilson,  J.  H.(Middle»hrougl 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  E.) 

Tl-LLKRS    FOR     THE    NOES- 

Captain   Donelan  and  M 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Bill  read  the  thiixi  time,  and  passed. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.   J.    W.    Lowther   (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revbnce  Depart- 
ments (Supplementary  Estimates), 
1899-1900. 

Class  I. 

1.  £20,000,  Supplementary,  Revenue 
Buildings. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  There  has  been  very  great  delay 
in  the  completion  of  post  offices  all  over 
the  country.  One  case  I  know  specially, 
namely,  the  Strand  Post  Office,  in  which 
1  believe  the  agreement  has  been  hung  up 
for  something  like  twelve  months. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Unless  the  Strand 
Post  Office  is  included  in  the  Estimate  it 
cannot  be  discussed. 


The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  o 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Ken 
St.  Augustine's) :  It  is  not  included  z 
this  Vote.  I  will  give  the  hon.  Memha 
the  information  privately. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  MicL 
It  is  stated  in  a  note  to  this  Estimate  th_- 
the  increase  is  owing  to  greater  progr^ 
having  been  made  than  was  original 
estimated.  We  should  like  to  know  i€ 
considerable  portion  of  this  sum  is  not  d  i 
to  increased  wages,  and  whether  therigc^ 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  us  some  of  til 
principal  items  in  which  the  work  h* 
proceeded  more  rapidly  than  was  ex 
pected,  and  also  whether  any  of  thest 
buildings  are  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  The  increase 
is  not  accounted  for  by  the  increase  of 
wages  only.  It  has  occurred  because  the 
year  being  an  excellent  building  year, 
greater  progress  has  l>een  made  than  was 
anticipated.  No  larger  amount  than  ww 
authorised  will  be  required,  but  more 
money  is  wanted  for  the  current  year. 
Some  Scottish  post  offices  are  included 
in  the  Vote. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
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2.  £40,000,  Supplementary,  Public  ;  Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  admit,  so  far  as 
Buildings,  Great  Britain.  j  England  is  concerned,  that  what  the  hon. 

!  Gentleman  has  said  is  perfectly  true.     In 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.):  j  1894,  previous  to  the  present  Government 
1  should  like  to  ask  whether  a  sum  is  j  coming  into  office,  the  amount  England 
taken  in  this  Vote  to  complete  the  altera-  obtained  was  £214,800;  the  amount, 
iion  of  Hertford  House,   and   when  the  j  includi      the  s uppiemcntarv  Estimate  we 

*£*  COlleCtl°n  OPen  j  are  now  asked  to  vote,  which  England  will 

^  j  obtain  for  the  current  year  is  .£368,000, 

.T-™o  r.nTTnr  a  u     \f       •  u*  !  making  an  increase  of  £153,200.     Look 

,MR/-  Ah?RlfTGL^WT^,iviat  the  case  of  Scotland.  In  1894  the 
hon.  fnend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ,  ...^  .     .         , 

stated  the  other  day,  in  answer  to  a  ques1  amount   was   £16,o00,    now    it   is    only 

«ion,  that  the  collection  would  be  open  j  £19,000.  In  dealing  with  local  rates  we 
<ariy  in  May.  This  Estimate  does  not  i  must  remember  what  they  are  charged 
include  the  whole  cost  in  connection  with  •  for  You  have  got  museums  find  similar 
the  collection.  We  shall  have  to  ask  in  '  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
the  Estimates  for  1900-1  for  £2,000  for  j  m  tne  Metropolis,  and  after  the  Govern- 
<leeorative  and  other  work.  ment   has  paid  heavily  for   the  sites  of 

I  these    buildings     the     Metropolis   says, 

Ketolmion  agreed  to.  \  "  You  ™*  &Y*  U8  a  ver>'  larf  f™  in 

respect  of  local  rates  on  account  of  these 

„    A,  ^  „_.  ,  ^         -d  ^  ;  facilities  which  we  and  we  alone  enjoy." 

3.  £12,000,  Supplementary,  Rates  on    j  thmk  that  ig  mogt  (H8honourable  on  the 
Government  Property.  .  ^  of  London.     Tt  has  all  the  advan- 

tages  of   having   these  buildings    in   its 


Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  I  am  glad  to 
^e  this  addition  to  the  original  Vote, 
Wnse  it  indicates  the  gradual  reduction 


midst,  and  I  think  it  is  very  mean  on  the 
part  of  the  Metropolis  to  require  the 
Government  to  pay  rates  on  them.     The 


, ,* '      .  ,         ?.  ,  ,      ,      A,     .  !  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  tells  us  that 

^grievance  under  which  local  authon- !  thJg  ^J^  {s  mado  up  of  thpee  itemg? 

«es  have  suffered  for  a  long  time— namely,  |  an    jncrease    in    the  poundage  of   rates, 

*hat  the  Government  has  not  been  paying  ,  contributions    to     new     buildings,     and 

H  proportionate  sum  with  other  ratepayers  '  increased       valuations.       Perhaps       the 

jn  discharge  of  its  local  obligations.     It  is  \  right  hon.  Gentleman  will    tell  us   how 

MUite  true  that  the  whole  of  the  grievance  I  "J™*  J8  *>  1}CT  ^P™<le(l.  ™der  each  of 
i^  j      mi-    />•  j.  t.  •        these  heads.     I  am  very  glad  that  a  return 

£  not  removed.     The  Government,  being    ig  ^  be  moved  for>  wgfch  wj„  show  at 

***  own  valuer,  remains,  but  I  am  glad  to    once  tne  great  disparity  existing  between 

^^«e  that  by  means  of  these  Votes  a  great ,  England  and  Scotland  as  regards  Govern- 

*i*Ml  of  the  grievance  is  being  removed,  :  ment  rates.     While  Scotland  contributes 

a*vl  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Secretary  of    her  fair  8nare   to    th,e   taxation   of   the 

****  Treasury  that  this  has  been  brought  \  ^^  A*  gets  nothing  to  recoup  her- 

~x  __  J  .  .         !  self  in  the  shape  of  Government  buildings 

*f»ont.    There  are,  however,   exceptions.    or  contract8.     In  the  ^ms  of  Ireland  It 

^  he  local  authorities  at  Portsmouth  still    may  ])e  8aid  that  she  has  the  benefit  of 

^tain  the    feeling  that  the    ratepayers    Imperial  money,  but  there  is  nothing  of 

•*Hve  to  bear  an  undue  proportion  of  the  j  that  kind  in  Scotland.     Of  course  this  is 

"Urden  because  the  Government  does  not  i  only  a  Supplementary  Estimate,  and  the? 

Pay  a  sufficient  sum  in  lieu  of  rates.     On    whole  matter  will  have  to  be  discussed 

*h<?  other  hand,  in  Islington  and  elsewhere  i  again.      In   the   meantime,    perhaps   the 

i     *  have  the  testimony  of  the  various  clerks  '  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  make  an 

I    -^ul  others  that  almost  the  entire  griev-  !  inquiry    as    to     how     far     Government 

I    *nce  has  been  removed.     I  hope  the  two  I  property  in  Scotland  is  being  fairly  valued. 

I    ^turns  which  are  on  the  Paper  for  to-    I  think  when  this  matter  is  brought  to 

1    borrow  will  be  assented  to,  and  that  they  {  his  knowledge  he  will  at  least  see  that 

■  *ill  show  that  no  reasonable  ground  for  !  valuation  in  Scotland  should  proceed  on 

■  ^toiplaint    exists.     I    hope    the  present  1  the  same  lines  as  valuation  in  England. 

■  *«ur«e  of  action  will  be  continued.  There  is  this  difference  in  Scotland,  that 
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the  valuations  are  made  up  year  by  year,  ;  that  assessment  committees  everywhere 
and  there  is  no  need  to  wait  for  a  quin-  i  without  exception  have  been  fully  satis- 
(juennial  valuation  as  in  London.  In  that  ;  fied  and  have  agreed  to  the  re-valua- 
way  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  be  '  tion  made  by  Mr.  Griffiths.  Mr. 
able  to  remedy  a  good  deal  of  injustice.        Griffiths  has  left  the  public  service,  and 

,  we  have  lost  a  very  valuable  servant  in 

m         mtd^av      dau't  r.o        /t         I  him.     He  did   his   work  of  re-valuation 

Mr      GIBSON      BOAYLES  :     (Lynn  j  remarkahlv  well.  with  regard  to  the  com- 

Regis)  :  Am  I  right  in  stating  that  the  I    hint  rf  ^  hon  Gentlei^n  the  Member 

amount  of  the  Supplementary  Estimates  ,  fQr  MidJjanark>  the  whole  of  ^  speech 

consists  entirely  of  contnhutfons  in  lieu  ,  wag  a  complaint  that    there    weTTmt 

°  m  es  !  sufficient   public  buildings  in    Scotland, 

rather    than    a    complaint    against    the 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to    present    system   of    levying    rates.      In 

the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres-  j  Scotland  Government  rates  are  paid  on 

ton) :  Yes,  Sir.  !  exactly  the  same  principle  as  in  England: 

j  but  of  course  there  is  nothing  like  the 
r  uT-nu  nwtri    /,<  •  ux     T  ;  same  number  of  buildings,  and  therefore 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  1  the  sum  voted  in  respect  of  rates  in  Scot- 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  not  carry  j  land  has  not  increased  in  the  same  way 
away  the  impression,  from  what  my  hon.  j  as  it  has  in  England.  I  can  assure  him 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Islington  j  that  a  re-valuation  has  taken  place  for  the 
has  said,  that  those  who  feel  this  griev  J  whole  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  assessment 
j.-  x«    i      T.,    ^  •        A   .i  authorities  are   very  satisfied,  and  have 

ance .are  satisfied.     That  is  not  the  case     ^^  ^  valufttiong' and    Iaced  them  on 

I  believe  that  many  of  the  districts  which  .  their  own  vaiuation   rons   for    the  first 
have     Government     property     in    their  !  time.     We  are  steadily  keeping  our  rates 
midst  feel  the  grievance  that  the  Govern-    up  to  the  local  level, 
ment  values  its  own  property  and  prae- ' 

tically  rates  itself.  There  will  not  be  j  y[K  CALDWELL :  It  is  all  very  well 
complete  satisfaction  until  an  arrange-  j  t0  ^y  tnat  Scotland  has  not  got  so  many 
ment  is  made  whereby  Government  j  Government  institutions,  and  therefore 
property  will  be  subjected  to  the  ordinary  j  $oes  not  get  so  much  out  of  this  Vote, 
operations  of  the  rating  law.  I  should  '  Tnat  in  itself  exposes  the  poverty  of  the 
l>e  very  sorry  if  my  right  hon.  friend  :  argument.  We  do  not  enjoy  the  benefit 
imagined   that   the   grievance   was   com- ,  0f    tne     institutions    which     England— 


pletely  removed,  and  accordingly  put  it 
out  of  his  mind  as  a  question  that  was 
settled  once  for  all. 


London  especially — enjoys,  but  which  are 
denied  to  Scotland. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
Sir   ALBERT  ROLLIT :  I  distinctly  ! 
stated  that  that  was  an  objection  which  \  Class  II. 

retained   its   full   force,    and  that   many 

local  authorities  contend  that  there  ought  \      4.  £4,150,     Supplementary,     Colonic 
to  be  some  independent  valuation.  ;  Office. 

i      5.  £300,  Supplementary,  Privv  Council 

♦Mr.  HANBURY  :  As  to  Government  !  Office, 
valuations,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  I 
large   portion   of    Government   property  '      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  It  does  see© 

-such  as  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  places  |  to  me,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  this  VoW 
of  that  kind  -diners  altogether  from  the  |  should  not  be  made  the  subject  of  » 
ordinary  kind  of  property,  and  it  is  cer-  j  Supplementary  Estimate.  The  Co»* 
tainly  not  advisable  to  let  local  surveyors  j  mittee  will  see,  on  reference  to  page  7» 
make  complete  surveys  of  every  nook  and  that  the  explanation  given  of  this  £300* 
corner  in  such  places.  So  far  as  we  can,  ,  that  it  is  an  "  additional  sum  required  & 
we  have  met  the  wishes  of  the  local  j  pay  the  salary  of  the  Registrar  of  tk* 
authorities ;  and  there  is  the  broad  fact  j  Privy  Council  appointed  at  the  maxim**1 
Mr.  CidihrelL  1 
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of  the  scale  (£1,500),   provision   having 
been  made  in  the  original  Estimate  for 
only    the     minimum    salary    (£1,200)." 
Why  was  not  proper  provision  made  for 
the  whole  of  this  sum  1  Surely  it  must  have 
been  known  when  the  Estimate  was  made 
up  that   this    official  would   be   granted 
the   maximum   salary^  and    therefore    I 
think    this    ought     to    be    an    original 
Estimate.     One  part  of  the  Privy  Council 
is  concerned  with   education,  although  I 
belive  it  never  meets ;  another  part  of  it 
is  engaged  in  defence,  and  a  third  part  is 
engaged  in  judicial  work,  the  latter  being 
the     sole     representative    of    the     Star 
Chamber,  and  it   is   to  that   part  we  are 
now  asked  to  vote  this  £300.     I  presume 
this  official  was  appointed  at  the  minimum 
salary,  and  now  in  the  course  of  one  year 
we  are  called  upon  to  give  him  the  maxi- 
mum salary.     First  of  all   this  is  not  a 
proper  item   for  a   Supplementary  Esti- 
mate ;  and  secondly,  it  will  require  a  very 
considerable   amount    of    explanation  to 
make  this  Committee  agree  to  give  a  new 
appointee  the   maximum  salary  which  is 
ordinarily   only  reached  after  a   certain 
number  of   years.     In  this   case,  I  look 
upon  it  with  even  more  suspicion,  because 
the  Judicial    Committee  of    the    Privy 
Council  is  concerned.     I  believe  there  is 
very  considerable  laxity  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officials  in  that  Department  and 
also  as  regards  salaries.     There  is  a  very 
special  reason  why,  it  seems  to  me,  this 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
^Quires  special  attention ;  and  why  its 
Registrar  should  get  a  maximum  salary 
when  only  entitled  to  a  minimum  salary 
°ught  certainly  to  be  inquired  into. 

*Mr.  HANBURY :   The  facts   of   the 
ca«e  are  these.    When  the  Estimates  were 
framed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a 
gentleman  was  holding  this  situation  who 
W  only  recently  been  appointed.      He  \ 
*«8,  therefore,  receiving   the    minimum  ' 
fclary  of  £1,200  a  year  and  he  could  not 
tave  risen  to  £1,500  until  he  had  served 
^e  years.   Well,  that  gentleman  received  ! 
*n  appointment  under    the   Viceroy    of  , 
hdia,  and,  of  course,  a  successor  had  to 
k  provided.     We  were  very  anxious  to 
fcduce  the  number  of  Charity  Commis- 
wonere.    There  were  three  Charity  Com-  \ 
"faiere  and  one  Endowed  School    Com- ; 
BM*ioner.     That  being  so,  we  thought 
f*t  the    occurrence    of    this    vacancy ' 


offered  an  opportunity  of  reducing  the 
number  of  Commissioners.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  been  appointed  to  this  post 
had  then,  as  a  Charity  Commissioner,  a 
salary  of  £1,200  a  year,  which  would 
probably  shortly  have  risen  to  £1,500 
We  were  therefore  bound  to  offer  him 
some  inducement  to  take  this  post  where 
£1,500  a  year  was  the  maximum,  the 
maximum  salary  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners being  larger.  The  result  was  a 
clear  saving  of  the  salary  of  a  Com- 
missioner.    The  Endowed  Schools  Com- 

,  missioner,  a  post  which  we  wished  to 
abolish,  was  made  a  Charity  Commis- 
sioner, at  exactly  the  same  salary  as  he 
received  as  an  Endowed  Schools  Commis- 
sioner, and  the  whole  effect  has  been  a 
saving    of    £900  a.  vear    at    once,   and 

1  £1,200  later  on. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  This  arrange- 
ment may  be  a  very  good  one  for  the 
service  all  round,  but  it  is  a  very  bad  one 
for  this  particular  post. 

,  *Mr.  CALDWELL  :  In  order  to  prevent 
!  a  possible  misinterpretation  of  this  being 
1  thought  to  be  an  increase  of  salary  for  a 

particular  office,  possibly  the  Secretary  to 
I  the  Treasury  will  make  an  entry  on  the 

Estimates  that  the  salary  is  personal  to 
;  the  present  holder,  and  that  no  change 

is  made  on  the  minimum  and  maximum 
1  salary  in  the  event  of  a  new  appointment. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Estimates  for 
j  the  coming  year  are  in  print,  but  the 
I  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite 
'  reasonable. 


Resolution  agreed  to. 

6.  £20,000,  Supplementary,  Stationery, 
and  Printing. 

7.  £5,  Supplementary,  Valuation,  and 
Boundary  Survey,  Ireland. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 


Class  III. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £1,440,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
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Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 


on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Prison  Com-  Members  were  not  present  (Lord  Hugh 
missioners  for  Scotland  and  of  the  prisons  Cecil).  House  counted,  and  forty  Members 
under  their  control."  j  being  found  present, 


*Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  wish  some  par- 
ticulars in  regard  to  this  Vote,  but  in  the 
absence  of  the  Lord  Advocate  it  will  be 
more  convenient  to  postpone  the  Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £3,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  charge  which  -will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
Department  of  Science  and  Art  in  respect 
of  Science  Schools." 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL:  I  desire  to 
address  a  question  in  regard  to  this  Vote 
to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council,  and 
it  would  be  a  great  convenience  if  he 
could  be  present.  I  do  not  know  what  is 
the  regular  course  in  this  matter,  but  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  is  in  a  different  position  now 
from  what  it  was  last  year. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Class  V. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £162,500,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  dav  of  March,  1900,  for 
grants  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  the  British 
Protectorates  in  Uganda  and  in  Central 
and  East  Africa." 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloueester 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  In  the  absence  of 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  this  Vote,  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  what  course  the  Government 
proposes  to  adopt.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  are  content  to  adjourn  the  Vote  ;  but 
I  shall  have  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
administration  of  Uganda. 


*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (continuing) : 
This  is.one  of  the  largest  Supplementary 
Votes  compared  with  the  original  Vote 
that  has  ever  been  put  before  the  House. 
It  is,  moreover,  impossible  to  say  whether 
the  expenditure  concerns  matters  which 
have  been  passed  over  or  expenditure  in- 
curred in  the  present  year.     The  foot-note 
states  that  the  expenditure  was  consequent 
on  the  disturbed  state  of  the  Protectorate  of 
Uganda  and  neighl>ouring  districts.    Now, 
the  recent  insurrection  of  the  Soudanese 
troops  was  completely  suppressed  before 
the   beginiring   of   the   present   financial 
year,  but  it  is  possible  that  we  shall  be 
told  that  the  Vote  now  l>efore  the  Com- 
mittee is  expenditure  largely  on  account 
of  that  insurrection.     When  Uganda  was 
occupied  we  were  assured  that  the  sum  of 
£50,000  would  represent  the  probable  ex- 
penditure   per    annum  in  that  province, 
and  at  a  later  period  it  was  suggested 
that   in   the   course   of   no   distant  time 
Uganda  would  pay  its  way.      The  Com- 
mittee will  see  from  the  Vote  to  what 
an  enormous    sum   that  expenditure  Ik* 
grown.      The   defence   which    has    been 
made  by  the  Foreign  Office  for  the  large 
amoimt  asked  for  for  Uganda  is  the  plea  tluit 
the  Protectorate  had  been  starved,  that  w 
to  say  that  the  difficulties  of  administration 
had  been  so  great  that  we  have  not  be©11 
able  to  have  a  proper  Civil  Service,  *X*& 
had  not  been  able  to  pay  for  a  sufficient 
number  of  recruits,  and  that  that  was  t«k* 
real  cause  of  the    insurrection.      It  «*"** 
also  said  that  a  cause  of  the  insurrecti011 
was  the  small  pay  of  the  Soudanese  troof8 
on  whom  we  were  forced  to  rely.     ^\c 
are  in  great  difficulty  in  regard  to  th& 
Vote  being  administered  by  the  Foreig0 
Office.     The  Foreign  Office  is  not  realv 
intended  to  govern  provinces  of  this  kw1^ 
It  cannot  do  so  because  it  has  no  train^ 
Civil  Service  to  employ  in   the  Govef*V" 
ment.       We   know   the    shifts  to  whi^*1 
the    Foreign    Office    have    been   drive*1* 
when  they  had  actually  to  employ  a  vd?\ 
as  a  governor,  although  I  believe  he  d*** 
make  a  very  good  governor.     Here  is  ^V 
enormous  Supplementary  Estimate,  rigf**' 
fying,  on  the  face   of    it,  a  tremenao*^ 
amount  of  waste  and  muddle  in  the  cm&* 
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of  a  Department  where  there  is  no  proper  i 
Treasury  control.      We  know   that  the  | 
Prime  Minister  complained  the  other  day 
of  Treasury  control,  but  in  this  particular 
case    the    Prime    Minister  is    his    own 
Minister,    for    he    is    not    only    Prime  : 
Minister,    but    Secretary  of    State    for 
Foreign   Affairs;  but   we   have   not   the 
ordinary  constitutional    control   through 
the   Prime   Minister   which    in    another 
Department  we  should  have.      A  book 
has  just  been    published  which   throws 
some  degree  of  light  on  the  causes  of  this 
expenditure  in  the  Uganda  Protectorate  • 
by  the  Foreign  Office.     Hitherto  we  have  [ 
had  full  reports  by  Colonel  Macdonald  as 
to  what  took  place  in  Uganda.     We  have 
now  a  statement  of  the  other  side  of  the 
account  as  to  these  same  proceedings  in 
the  book  I  have   referred  to  by  the  late 
Major  Thruston.     That   officer   had  the 
confidence  of  the  Foreign  Office  while 
alive,  because  he  was  Governor  of  the 
whole  of  the  Unyoro  province,  was  after- 
wards employed  in  Egypt,  and  then  taken 
back  again  to  Uganda,  where  he  met  his 
death  at  the  hands  of  the  Soudanese  muti- 
neers.   Since  his  death  he  seems  to  have 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  Foreign  Office, 
because  it    is   now  .stated    that    though 
he  was  a  gallant  and  estimable  gentle- 
man, he  was  not  an   officer    on    whom 
reliance  could  be  placed.    Major  Thruston 
in  his  book  gives  a  complete  account  of 
the  whole    of    the    difficulties    between 
Colonel  Macdonald   and    the   Soudanese 
mutineers.     We   alleged   in   this   House 
that  there  were  reasons  to  suppose  that 
the  Foreign  Office  was  blameworthy  in 
putting  Colonel  Macdonald  in  command  of 
the  Soudanese  troops.  He  was  an  adminis- 
trator of  great  ability,  but  not  desirable  as 
a  commander  of  these  particular  troops. 
We  said  that  after  the  previous  troubles 
Colonel  Macdonald  bid  with  the  Soudan- 
ese, the  Foreign  Office  was  blameworthy 
w   employing    him    again    with    these 
troops.    The  Foreign  Office  laid  before 
to  Colonel  Macdonald's  accoiuit   of   the 
Proceedings  in  Uganda,  as  his  exculpa- 
tion; we   have   now  the  other  side   by 
Major  Thruston.  In  spite  of  the  enormous 
expenditure    in    Uganda     the     Foreign 
Office  now  alleges  that  the  administra- 
tion had  been  starved  ;  but  it  was  starved 
to  no  degree  more  than  in  the  reduction 
°f  pay  and  the  alterations  in  the  condi- 
tion* of  service  of  the  Soudanese  troops, 
*hich  really  caused  the   mutiny.     The 
foreign    Office    governs    two    provinces 


on    either  side   of  an  imaginary  line— 
Uganda    and   British    East    Africa.     In 
Uganda  they  pay  their  Soudanese  ti*oops 
at  the  rate  of  four  rupees  a  month,  not 
in  money,  but  in  calico  goods,  and  these 
invariably  in  arrear ;  whereas  in  British 
East  Africa  they  were  paying  twenty-six 
rupees  a  month  for  precisely  the  same 
service,    and    these    were    always    paid 
punctually  and  in  cash.      That    fact  in 
itself,  apart  from  the  breaking  of    other 
conditions   of  service   of  the  Soudanese 
engaged  in  Uganda,  is  enough  to  account 
for  the  troubles  which  arose.     Then  the 
Foreign  Office    was    obliged  to  appoint 
officers  in  command  of  the  Soudanese  who 
were  unable  to  speak  any  of  the  dialects, 
and  consequently  unable  to  communicate 
with  their  men  in  any  language  at  all,  and 
who  did  not  know  Arabic  sufficiently  to 
go  beyond  the  mere  words  of  command. 
Major  Thruston  has  shown  very  clearly 
the  extent  to  which  we  all  were  deceived 
in  the  matter  of  the  Juba  expedition,  and 
I  we  have  brought  before  us,  for  the  first 
time,  the  character  of  our  contest  with  the 
Soudanese  in  Unyoro,  and  for  which  we 
are  paying  with  this  Vote.     He  tells  us 
:  the  army  consisted  exclusively  of  twenty 
1  thousand  of  the  Uganda  tribes,  who  are 
stated  to  have  served  in  the  expedition 
simply  for  the  purp>se  of  plunder  and  paying 
oft*  old  scores.    What  was  the  next  service 
on  which  Major  Thruston  was  employed  ? 
j  He  was  sent  to  fetch  some  200  Sudanese 
troops  out  of  a  disputed  territory,  and 
found  that  to  do  so  he  had  to  fetch  with 
,  them  a  following  of  10,000  people,  mostly 
women  and  children,  and  Major  Thruston 
informed  the  world  in  his  book  that  7,000 

■  of  these  10,000  people  failed  to  accomplish 
I  the  march,  the  great  majority  dying  on 

the  road.     The  road  was  marked  by  the 
skeletons  of  men,  women,  and  children. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 

,  for   FOREIGN   AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 

1  rick,    Surrey,   Guildford) :    From  what 

!  source  does  the  right  hon.  Baronet  quote 

that  statement  ? 

♦Sir    CHARLES    DILKE :    From   his 
book.    Major  Thruston  stated  in  so  many 

■  words  that,  sent  out  as  a  British  officer 
under  the  Foreign  Office,  the  work  upon 
which  he  found  himself  employed  wan 
that  of  a  Bashi-Bazouk,  a  raider,  and  an 

'  ivory  thief.  He  so  described  his  work  to 
a  general   officer,   whose  name   was   not 
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expressly  given,  but  whom  it  was  not 
difficult  to  identify  with  a  gallant  officer 
who  was  now  serving  with  great  distinc- 
tion in  South  Africa,  and  he  quoted  that 
general  officer  as  having  said  that  he 
would  sooner  be  a  slave  under  the  rule  of 
the  Khalifa  than  a  negro  in  one  of  our 
spheres  of  influence.  Passing  from  that 
topic  I  must  say  I  do  not  think  that  the 
achievements  of  the  Foreign  Office  in 
trying  to  administer  large  tracts  of  Africa 
are  calculated  to  strengthen  the  Empire. 
Are  we  ever  likely  to  get  any  return  for 
the  enormous  expenditure  in  that  direc- 
tion 1  The  Foreign  Office  is  not  organised 
or  equipped  for  the  administration  of 
territory,  and  the  financial  muddle  shown 
by  the  present  enormous  Supplementary 
Estimate  proves  it.  I  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £10,000. 
• 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Item  A  (Uganda  Grant  in  Aid) 
be  reduced  by  €10,000/'- -{Sir  ('harks 
Mike.) 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  deeply 
regretted  that  the  Foreign  Office 
should  have  entered  upon  this  ad- 
venture, which,  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  truly  pointed  out,  was 
one  in  which  they  could  not  hope  to 
approach  the  Colonial  Office.  We  had 
the  Colonial  Office  entering  into  negotia- 
tions with  signal  want  of  success  :  the 
Foreign  Office  undertook  to  administer 
and  even  to  conquer  territories  with  equal 
want  of  success;  and  he  supposed  we 
would  have  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
charged  with  the  conduct  of  a  war  one  of 
these  days.  He  contended  that  the  De- 
partment had  not  only  cheated  the  troops, 
but  it  had  provoked,  by  the  errors  of  its 
officers,  a  mutiny  which  might  have  been 
avoided ;  while  in  the  choice  of  its  officers 
it  had  proved  itself  to  be  singularly  in- 
competent to  select  the  men  to  fill  the 
posts  they  were  intended  to  occupy. 
From  the  beginning  it  had  been  a  warlike 
and  strategic  failure,  and  this  Estimate 
showed  it  to  be  a  financial  failure.  His 
belief  was  that  the  Foreign  Office  had 
never  considered  the  character  of  the 
work  in  which  it  was  engaging  in 
Uganda,  and  he  looked  with  alarm  at  the 
new  responsibilities  which  were  being 
assumed  by  that  Department.  If  we  should 
succeed  in  finally  conquering,  pacifying, 

Sir  Chirks  Itilke. 


and  developing  the  country,  our  responai- 
bilities  would  be  heightened  in  respect  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  country  and  its 
"  people. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea):  I 
trust  the  Undersecretary  of  State  for  the 
Foreign  Office  will  not  accuse  mc  of 
making  an  attack  on  the  Foreign  Office, 
but  T  cannot  refrain  from  making  a  com- 
plaint when  we  see  the  brutal  way  in 
which  these  expeditions  have  been  car- 
ried out  by  the  officers  of  the  Foreign 
Office.  I  believe  the  Foreign  Office  made 
a    mistake    in    beginning    the    Uganda 

'  expedition  at  all  ;  but  having  decided  to 
occupy  that  country  they  ought  to  have 
proceeded  in  a  businesslike  and  proper 
way.  The  Colonial  Office  was  the  proper 
office  to  have  undertaken  this  matter, 
simply  because  they  have  a  number  of  civil 
administrators  in  all  parts  of  the  world  who 
are  inured  to  climate,  know  the  natives, and 
are  not  bound  by  the  same  rules  as  military 
men.  There  is  a  good  man  in  Sir  Harry 
Johnston,  who,  under  trying  and  difficult 
circumstances,  has  always  acted  with  th* 
tact,  patience?,  and  good  temper  which 
was  not  as  a  rule  shown  by  milita*? 
officers.  Major  Thruston  in  his  boo* 
discloses  a  condition  of  things  whfc*1 
proves    that    the     Uganda    AdministT*" 

'  tion  was  a  very  great  mistake  in  *** 
earlier  stages,  and  conducted  with  * 
singular  disregard  to  the  condition  of  t>*^ 

•  native  races.  Many  of  the  men  appoint^ 
to  this  expedition  knew  little  of  the  b**1" 
guages  or  the  manners  and  customs  of  t  *& 
people,  and  could  only  convey  th^1 
thoughts  to  the  troops  through  an  int-^1 

1  preter.  In  that  mutiny  five  bundr^ 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  wound ^ 
were  left  behind  to  die,  which  me**11 
being  eaten  by  lions  shortly  after  the  ^^ 
pedition  has  passed  away.  I  come  to  t  **e 
way  in  which  the  natives  have  be»^n 
treated  in  the  building  of  the  railway- 
Nearly  every  day,  some  months  ago,  &e 
read  in  the  London  papers  of  cooli** 
engaged  in  the  making  of  this  railwa? 
being  deprived  of  the  most  elementarj 
precautions  that  ought  to  have  bedr 
given    to    them,    the   result   being   tba^j 

•  many  were   devoured   by  lions,     ifativ* 
lalxmr    is     cheap,     but     you     have    n*| 
right     needlessly    to     sacrifice    men    ill 

!  the  way  that  has  been  done  ill 
connection    with    this  Uganda    railwayf 
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right  hon.  Baronet  referred  to  the 
that  out  of  10,000  men  who  started 
his  expedition  7,000  died  or  were 
ured  by  wild  animals.  The  writer 
e  book  to  which  I  have  referred  is  in 
mploy  of  the  Government,  and  at  page 
he  says — 

Ve  had  now  l>een  eight  days  out.     Food  I 
running  short.     We  were  in  a  foodless 
try,  and  a  great  many  of  the  women  and 
ren  began  to  suffer." 


her  on  he  says — 

Eighteen  miles  in  a  tropical  country  is  a 
march  for  half -starved  women  ana  chil- 
and  some  hundreds  never  saw  the  end 


raiplain  of  want  of  management 
lack  of  adaptation  to  local  cir- 
stances,  when  women  and  children 
dragged  at  the  heels  of  Soudanese 
ps  for  eighteen  miles,  half  starved 
in  this  shocking  condition.  I  am  not 
tonally  blaming  the  Under  Secretary  for 
eign  Affairs,  but  I  say  it  is  typical  of 
rly  everything  done  with  regard  to 
inda  since  we  entered  upon  that  wild 
edition.  The  blundering  which  has 
racterised  this  expedition  with  regard 
he  natives  and  camp  followers  has  also 
racterised  the  treatment  of  the  engi- 
rt* and  drivers  and  other  men  taken 
from  this  country.  I  am  one  of  the 
ill  band  of  men  who  objected  alto- 
her  to  the  initial  outlay  for  Uganda  on 
ground  that  the  Uganda  expedition 
*  a  mistake.  But  having  entered  upon 
he  Foreign  Office  should  have  shown 
ater  discretion  than  they  have  done 
the  selection  of  their  lines  of  route  and 
the  officers  in  charge  and  the  conditions 
ler  which  the  expedition  should  be 
needed  with.  We  are  amply  justified 
Major  Thruston's  book  in  every  one 
the  criticisms  we  made  against  Uganda 
irs  ago.  The  Government  would  be 
*e  if  they  withdraw  those  who  are  out 
Uganda  to  their  base  as  soon  as  they 
&.  If  they  are  intent  upon  proceed- 
?  they  should  take  every  step  to 
°id  the  initial  mistakes,  and  the  colossal 
d  preventible  cruelty  imposed  on  white 
hordinates,  native  troops,  and  all  men 
ntiected  with  the  expedition.  I  protest 
tim  this  expenditure  of  £162,000 
'cause  I  believe  it  is  indicative  of  a  mad 
cling  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
tend  its  administration  to  all  the  wild 
•mere  of  the  earth.     We  have  to  recog- 


nise this  fact,  that  in  foreign  expansion 
we  are  biting  off  more  than  we  can  chew, 
swallowing  more  than  we  can  digest. 
Having  had  the  pleasure  and  experience 
of  knowing  in  Africa  how  natives  should 
be  treated,  and  believing  the  Foreign 
Office  have  not   treated   them   properly, 

;  I  protest  against  the  incompetence  of 
this  expedition.  With  great  pleasure 
I  associate  myself  with  the  two  hon. 
Members  who  have  spoken,  and  I  beg  the 

i  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  to 
go  closely  and  deeply  into  this  question. 

i  If  he  does,  he  will  find  he  will  have  to 
revolutionise  the  whole  method  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  neighbourhood  of  Uganda, 
and  accept  in  the  main  the  suggestions 
that  Sir  Harry  Johnston,  from  a  practical 
point  of  view,  will  make  to  him.  Alxrve 
all,  I  appeal  to  him  to  keep  the  soldier 
to  his  proper  work,  and  let  all  expeditions 
be  conducted  by  men  who  have  experi- 
ence of  the  tropics,  who  are  tact- 
ful in  their  treatment  of  the  natives, 
and  are  inured  to  the  climate.  It  is 
because  the  opposite  type  of  men  has 
been  selected  that  I  hope  the  right  hon. 

,  Baronet  will  press  his  motion  to  a 
division,  and  if  he  does  I  shall  have  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  him  in  the  Lobby. 

i 

♦Mr.    BRODK1CK:     The    right    hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  a  reduction  of  this 

;  Vote   has  asked,  and  I  am  not  surprised . 
that   he  should   ask,  for  an  explanation 
with  regard  to  the  very  considerable  sum 
now  asked  for  the  additional  Grant  in  Aid 

i  for  Uganda.     All  who  have  addressed  the 

i  House  have  assumed  that  the  increased 
Vote  is  due  to  some  want  of  foresight  and 

•  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Foreign 

i  Office,  for  which  they  have  severely  cen- 
sured that  Department,  and  from  which 
they  have  drawn  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
quite  incapable  of  dealing  with  these 
territories  and  Estimates.     Perhaps  I  am 

1  to  blame  for  not  being  in  my  place,  but 
the  Vote  was  called  on  very  hurriedly  in 
consequence  of  the  postponement  of  other 

»  Votes  ;  otherwise    I   should  have  at  once 

i  explained  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  additional  sum  is  asked.  Almost  the 
whole  of   this  amount  is  due  not  to  any 

:  want  of  foresight  on  the  part  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  but  to  the  great  distance 
at  which  we  are  dealing  with  these  Esti- 
mates, and   to  the  circumstance  that  we 

I  had    to    employ    in    the   mutiny  which 
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occurred  in  Uganda  a  regiment  brought  [  labour   this   charge  against   the  Foreign 
from  India.    Up  to  the  moment  that  regi- ;  Office    of    want    of    foresight,   want  of 
raent  arrived  in  Uganda  the  expenditure  j  financial   control,    financial   collapse,  and 
had   to  be  provided  on  Indian  revenues,    the  other  oratorical  expressions  used  hy 
and  the  Indian  Government,    till    they    the   hon.    Member  for  King's  Lynn,  but 
made  up  their  accounts,  were  not  able  to    many  important  points  have  been  raised 
tell   us    the   precise    amount    due   from    to  which  I  should  like  to  refer.     The  real 
Uganda  on    account    of    this   regiment,    main   question   we   have  to   consider  in 
which  came  from  Bomliay,  not  returning    regard   to  finance  is  the  point  raised  by 
there     until     four     months     after     the    the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Memlwr  for 
Estimates     of    the    current   year     were    the  Forest  of  Dean  when  he  referred  to  a 
framed.       The     result     was     that     the  ;  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
Indian     Government      did     not      make    in  1895,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
its    claims    until    a     considerable     time    Treasury  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of 
after  we  had  framed  our  estimates.   This  I    the  Uganda  Protectorate   was  £40,000. 
think  is  a  complete  answer  to  those  who    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  states  truly  that 
consider  the  Foreign  Office  were  in  any    the   expenditure  on   the  Uganda  Protec- 
way  responsible  for  errors  of  judgement    torate  has  been  very  considerably  above 
in  the  matter.     The  Indian  Government .  that  amoimt.     In  the  first  place  there » 
gave  us  a  claim  to  cover  a  certain  period  |  no  question  whatever  that  the  progress  of 
in    regard   to    stores,   passages,   railway  ;  events    precipitated     operations   in  the 
travelling,   points   which   could    not    be  '.  Uganda   Protectorate,  as   often  happens 
taken  out  of  the  Indian  accounts  in  a  hurry,    when  a  barlwrous  country  is  taken  oyer. 
They   made    claims   on    us    at    different    You  cannot  always  confine  your  operations 
times,  which,  with  other  Bills  drawn  on  j  within   the   immediate   centre  or  sphere 
us     on     the     same     account,    amounted  j  you  may  choose  for  yourself .    Our  experi- 
in   the   course   of    the   current    financial  •  ence   in   Uganda  is   not  unique  in  that 
year   to    nearly    £120,000   out    of    the    respect.     If  you  look  back  on  our  experi- 
£147,000  comprising  the  total  estimate  i  ence  in  any  part  of  the  world  where  we 
now  submitted.      That  in  reality  is  the  i  have  taken  up  the  work  of  government 
main  substratum  of  this  Vote.     There  are  j  you  will  find  that  at  one  time  or  another 
a  few  other  points,  one  of  which  I  might  ■  in  the  early  years  of  our  occupation  ve 
mention  to  the  Committee.     There  is  an  !  have   had   to    expend  considerable  sum*    ; 
item  on  account  of  transport  by  railway,  j  and   put   ourselves    to   great   trouble  in 
That  is  due  not  to  any  tardiness  on  the  j  order   to   conquer  or   to  put  on  a  more 
part  of  the  India  Office,  but  to  a  decision  ,  civilised  basis  the  country  we  have  taken 
for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the    up.     That   has   been   our   experience  in 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  responsible,  i  Asia,   Africa,   and   Canada.      It  is  d& 
and  in  which  the  Foreign  Office  concur,    our  experience  in  Uganda,  and  although 
namely,  that  to  put  matters  on  a  business  ,  I    am    far    from     saying     that    at  this 
footing    it    was    desirable    that  all   the    period  of  the  nineteenth  century  we  caw 
traffic  on  the  Uganda  Railway  should  be  ;  but  expect  to  repeat  the  errors  made  on 
paid  for  by  and  charged  on  the  Protector-  \  previous    occasions,    yet    I    think  it  ^ 
ate,    and   reappear  as    an   asset   of   the  i  expecting  a  great   deal,  considering  the 
Uganda    Kail  way   as   being   part   of   its  '  condition  of  Uganda  when  it  was  taken 
earnings.     I  think  the  Committee  will  see    over  in  1894-95,  to  suppose  that  we  should 
that  that  is  the  only  proper  system  to  j  be  able  to  establish  a  peaceable  admin1*' 
adopt.      When   once   you   begin   in   any  |  tration  in  all  those  vast  territories  with«*lt 
part  of   the  world   to  carry   everything  ,  any    difficulties    or    disturbances.     tn~ 
which  people  choose  to  send,  the  amount    doubtedly,  two  years  ago  we  underwent 
carried  will,  of  course,   largely  increase.  ;  a  very  chequered   experience.     We  H***:: 
By  this  system  the  Protectorate  pay  the  j  at  the  same  time  a  revolt  on  the  pert  ° 
current   rate   of    charge    for   everything    the   natives  and  a   mutiny  in   our  o^Jj 
carried  on  the  railway,  and  on  the  other  « troops.      That   mutiny   was    dealt   v& 
hand,  the   railway    receipts  show   what-  '  with  considerable  difficulty  at  the  til*1* 
ever   work   they   do   for   the   Protector- ,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  Europe*** 
ate.      That   covers   some   £20,000,  and,  I  there,    but    so   far   from   deserving   **} 
without  going   into   smaller  items  prac-    epithets    of    opprobrium   which    tio-nit? 
tically   covers   the  whole  of  the  supple-    have  been    heaped  upon  the   officials     . 
mentary   estimates.     I   am  not  going  to    think    the    conduct  of    our   officers      1 
Mr.  Brodrfck. 
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Jganda    under  circumstances  of   excep- 
ional  difficulty  and  danger  is  highly  to  l)e 
ommended.      As   regard*   the    mutiny, 
here   is  no  doubt  it  has  caused   heavy 
xpenditure,  and  for   the  time   it   shook 
he  whole  fabric,  but  1  am  glad  to  say 
hat  since  I  spoke  here  last  year  we  have 
lad  no  signs  whatever  of  a  recrudescence 
f  those  troubles,  and   so  far  as   I   am 
ware   every  report  we  have  had   looks 
orward  to  a  very  much  quieter  time  in 
he  future  than  we  have  had  in  the  past, 
kit  surely,    in   estimating   the   expendi- 
ure  to  which  we  have  been  put  in  Uganda, 
•*e  ought  to  consider  with  regard  to  these 
ifrican  Protectorates  what  has  been  the 
xperience  of  other  countries  in  the  same 
egions.     1  quite  admit  that  £50,000,  the 
nm  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
lan,  has  been  exceeded,  but  what  has  l>een 
fie  total  amount  we  have  had  to  expend, 
nd,  on  the  other  hand,  what  has  been  the 
rtal  amount  expended  by  other  countries 
i  the  same  regions  ?     I  go  l>ack   practi- 
illy  to  the  beginning   and  take  Lganda 
rid   British   East   Africa,  two  enormous 
rotectorates,  covering  a  vast   extent  of 
?rritory,    and     with     populations     the 
uml>er  of  which  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
fcined.      On   those   two  British   protec- 
nrates   in   the  last  five  years,  including 
his  present    estimate,    we    have    spent 
bout   £1,500,000  all  told.     Then   take 
ierman   East  Africa  and  German  South- 
rest  Africa,  two  protectorates  or  posses- 
nous  which   are  not  equal  in  size  to  ours, 
ind  certainly   not    in   any   respect   less 
favourably  circumstanced  as  regards  ex- 
penditure, and   what  do  we  find  ?    The 
expenditure  on  those  two  German  Protec- 
torates during   the  same  period,   taking 
»>tily    the    estimates,    for    we    have    no 
record  to  which  we  can  refer  as  to  any 
supplementary  sums  which  may  have  been 
raised,  was  a  little  more  than  £2,600,000, 
r»r  more  than  40  per  cent,  over  ours.     If 
*e  take  the    two  largest   French  Protec- 
torates in  Africa  -  the  French  Congo  and 
Senegal — we   find  that  even  now,  when 
the  expenditure  is,  so  to  speak,  normal, 
the  sum  is  al>out  £1,670,000.     The  Italian 
Ifovernment    in    Erythrea    have    spent 
J°me  £5,000,000  in  five  years.     I  do  not 
for  a  moment  say  that  we  are  not  liound 
to  show  a  letter  result,  but  I  do  say  that 
judged  by  these  figures  the  expenditure 
°JJ  °ur  protectorates  is  not  an  exceptional 
™arge  upon  the  Empire ;  whatever  it  is, 
Jtt  not  that  bottomless  abyss  of  expen- 
*tore  about  which  so  much   has  been 


f  said  to-night  on  the  assumption  that  there 
is  no  control,  and  that  we  know 
nothing  as  to  how  we  shall  stand  in  the 
future.  I  think  too  much  stress  has 
been  laid  on  that  point.  If  this  has  been 
our  experience  in  the  past,  the  hon.. 
Member  for  Kings  Lynn  says  we  may 
expect  heavier  charges  in  the  future.. 
After  the  example  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  I  certainly  should  not 
attempt  to  prophesy  with  regard  to  the 
Estimates  for  Uganda.  But  this  I  can 
say,  that  the  Estimates  for  this  Protec- 
torate, which  will  l>e  distributed  on 
Monday  next,  have  been  carefully  con- 
sidered by  Sir  Harry  Johnston  in  con- 
nection with  the  late  Deputy-Commis- 
sioner, Colonel  Termim.  The  sum  voted 
for  the  present  year  was  £250,000,  and 
the  present  additional  Estimates  of 
£147,000.  Sir  Harry  Johnston  has  gone 
very  carefully  into  the  Estimates,  and  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  may  look 
this  year  for  a  reduction  of  £50,000  on 
the  original  Estimate  of  £250,000  voted 
last  year.  That  does  not  represent  the 
whole  of  Sir  Harry  Johnston's  views. 
That  gentleman  left  this  country  last 
September  and  arrived  in  Uganda  in 
November,  and  has  been  occupying  him- 
self by  visiting  various  outposts  in 
Uganda  and  forming  his  own  ideas  both 
for  the  administration  and  of  the  future 
prospects  of  the  country.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  lay  Sir  Harry  Johnstons 
views  before  the.  Committee  to-night. 
For  those  we  must  expect  to  wait  for 
some  time.  We  cannot  expect  a  man, 
however  experienced,  to  arrive  on  the 
scene  and  within  a  few  weeks  give  us  a 
complete  review  of  the  possessions  upon 
which  he  has  been  asked  to  report.  But 
I  can  say  two  or  three  things  which,  I 

1  think,  will  1m;  of  interest  and  of  a  reassur- 
ing character.  In  the  first  place.  Sir 
Harry  Johnston  appears  to  be  satisfied 
that,  so  far  from  the  organisation  of 
government  in  Uganda  being  of  an  un- 
satisfactory and  haphazard  character,  it 
has  been  well  planned  and  well  admini- 
stered, and  that  great  progress  has  l>een 

,  made.  .  Secondly,  although  he  sees  his 
way   to    decrease    of    expenditure,    that 

■  decrease  is  not  due  to  there  having  been 
an  exceptional  numl>er  of  officials  ;  and,, 
moreover,  Sir  Harry  Johnston  w  sanguine 
that  in  a  very  short  time  he  will  be  able 
to  show  a  large  increase  of  revenue. 
One  hon.  Member  on  the  floor  of  this 
House   has  described   the   country  as   a 
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desert,  but  I  will  compare  that  with  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Hairy  Johnston,  who  is  a 
very  cautious  observer,  and  he  said  he 
was  greatly  struck  by  its  producing 
capacity,  as  also  by  the  wealth  of  its 
flocks,  and  he  was  likewise  struck  by  the 
great  progress  which  had  been  made  in 
establishing  friendly  relations  with  the 
tribal  chiefs,  which  augurs  extremely 
well  not  only  for  our  pacific  relation  with 
the  tribes,  but  also  for  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  in  the  future,  and  although 
that  is  not  a  subject  which  I  will  dwell 
upon  at  any  length,  I  will  say  that  Sir 
H.  Johnston  was  further  impressed  with 
the  way  in  which  the  Uganda  Railway 
has  been  made  and  worked.  We  may, 
therefore,  put  aside  the  idea  which  had 
been  sedulously  advanced  before  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  organisation  in  Uganda 
is  chaos,  that  there  is  no  future,  that  our 
best  chance  is  to  clear  out  of  the  country, 
and  that  the  men  who  have  been  sent  out 
by  the  Foreign  Office  to  administer  the 
country  have  been  incompetent  for  their 
task.  I  view  with  considerable  regret 
— I  might  say  almost  with  suspicion — the 
passages  which  have  been  quoted  from 
Major  Thruston  s  book,  because  the  state- 
ments therein  made  cannot  have  been 
checked  by  that  officer,  and  can  only  have 
l>een  contained  in  private  letters  written 
in  confidence.  I  demur  altogether  to  the 
suggestion  that  any  guilt  or  any 
liability  is  to  be  attached  to  Colonel 
Macdonald  or  to  any  of  the  officers  in  his 
expedition  who,  in  circumstances  of  great 
difficulty,  did  the  best  they  could. 

*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  am  sure 
that  both  to-night  and  upon  former  occa- 
sions when  we  have  had  this  matter 
before  us,  I  spoke  in  the  highest  terms 
with  regard  to  the  able  services  and  the 
gallantry  of  Colonel  Macdonald.  What  I 
•stated  was  that  I  simply  blamed  the 
Foreign  Office  for  the  part  they  took  in 
putting  him  in  a  position  of  such  serious 
difficulty. 

*Mr.  BRODRTCK  :  I  confess  that  1  am 
unable  to  understand  why  the  circum- 
stances under  which  a.  gallant  officer  lost 
his  life,  and  under  which  other  gallant 
officers  did  their  best  to  rescue  him,  has 
been  so  much  criticised.  They  had  to 
meet  a  very  difficult  set  of  circumstances 
and  they  acquitted  themselves  creditably. 

Mr.  Brodrick. 


The  statements  of  Major  Thrust* 

very  strong,  and  some  of  them  I  8 

very  glad    to    investigate,  althouj 

time  is   past    when  any  redress  < 

undertaken.       I   think    such    stat 

should  be  made  with  very  great  i 

:  until  we  see    what  is  to  be  said 

;  other    side.      The  main  question 

has  been  raised  is,  whether  the  I 

Office  ought  to  administer  the  af 

Uganda  at    all,  and    the    hon.    M 

opposite    said  he  could    not  undt 

'  on    what    grounds    the    Foreign 

attempted    to    administer    proted 

i  The  reason  why  the  Foreign  Office 

to  administer  these  protectorates 

'  they    continually    involve    questi* 

>  foreign   affairs.     In    many  instanc 

'<  boundaries  are   not  yet  fixed,  an< 

must     be     continually     difficultie 

friction  arising  which  concern  the  1 

:  Office.     We  have  incurred  so  far  cc 

,  able  expenditure  in    Uganda  whic! 

all  the  information  that  comes  to 

do  not  expect  will  }>e  continued 

future.      I  do  urge  upon  the   H< 

believe  that  so  far  from  that  expe 

which  has  been  incurred  having  pr 

j  a  system  of   government  which  is 

way  a  reproach  either  to  the  Hon* 

;  this  country,  I  believe  that  the   p 

made   in  Uganda  is  a  progress  \\ 

quite  out  of  proportion  to  the   t 

have  been  there,  and  is  also  exec 

;  even  in  comparison  with   other  r 

j  Africa    where    the;     influence    of 

Britain  has  been  much  longer  cstal 

The    progress    of    the    Uganda    I 

has  been  a  civilising  work   of    t 

magnitude.     It  has  been  suggest 

we  have  undertaken  in  Uganda  lij 

which    will    prove    an    incubus 

country,   but  I   challenge  that  sta 

1  altogether.     1    believe   that,  so   f 

object  for  which  these  protectorat 

first  taken  up  were  not  merely  th. 

should      become      civilising       m 

not   because    there    was   a   mere 

1  to  acquire   territory   for   the   pre 

expansion,  but  the  considerable  li; 

attaching  to  them  were   underta 

the    pursuance   of    a   definite   pc 

securing     territory    which    had 

with     the     head     waters     of    th< 

which     are      absolutely      necessa 

the  control   of  Egypt  and  the  Son 

regard  it,  therefore,  not  as  a  que 

national  advantage,  but  as  a  que: 

Imperial  necessity.     If  we   are 

I  Egypt  and  be  masters  of  the  Sc 
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we  are,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
head  waters  of  the  Nile  should  he  in  the 
hands  of  the  power  which  controls  those 
two  countries  ;  and  we  have  no  intention 
whatever  of  giving  way  in  the  position  we 
have  taken  up.  Every  year  it  becomes 
more  and  more  obvious  that  the  life  of 
Egypt  is  the  Nile.  [Mr.  Labouchere: 
Oh,  oh  !]  The  hon.  Member  jeers  at  that 
statement,  but  he  jeers  at  every  expul- 
sion which  is  made  in  that  direction.  He 
laughed  at  Uganda,  and  yet  at  this  very 
moment  and  quite  recently  the  process  of 
cutting  the  sudd  on  the  railway  between 
Uganda  and  Khartoum  is  already  being 
carried  out 


*The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  !  I 
must  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  general  policy  of  opening  up 
Uganda  is  not  open  to  discussion  on  this 
*  °te.  All  that  is  open  for  discussion  is 
&  is  particular  item. 

*Mr.   BRODRICK:     What    has    been 
,said,  and  very  strongly  said,  is  that  this 
e*penditure  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
^th  the  Empire  at  large,  but  I  confess 
*hnt  that  is  not  the  view  of  the  Govern - 
^nt.    Throughout  the   whole  of  these 
Proceedings  the  Foreign  Office  have  l>een 
glided  solely  by  a   desire   to  hold  only 
***Ht  which    was  necessary  to  make  our 
°^cupation  effectual.     I  may  remind  the 
^ mimittee  that  this  Supplementary  Esti- 
*?V*te  is,  to  a  large  extent,  to  meet  expen- 
diture which  took  place  two  years  ago, 
*J*lc^  (^oes  n0*  represent  the  normal  expen- 
diture under  ordinary  circumstances.     As 
*  stated  when  there  were  very  few  Mem- 
*?**«  in  the    House   there  will  be  a  con- 
querable reduction  in  the  Estimates  for 
***cj  coming  year,  and  that  reduction  will  be 
^^ociated,  we  }>elieve,  with  good  govern- 
^fctit,   with   improvements,   and   with   a 
thorough  realisation  of  those  objects  for 
^«ich    the   House   originally   sanctioned 
t^ift  Vote. 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY  (Northumber- 
land, Berwick) :  1  have  a  few  comments 
*°  make  upon  the  speech  which  we  have 
kj^from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
*1**  and  on  the  speeches  of  those  who 
P^ceded  him  in  the  debate.  Really  I 
*Mnk  we  approach  this  Vote  this  evening 
*Mi  a  desire  to  hear  about  the  future 


i 


rather  than  to  dispute  about  the  past. 
We  undoubtedly  wish  to  know  what  the 
money  has  been  required  for,  but  we 
know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  which 
is  unpleasant  which  is  pist  and  beyond 
recall,  and  we  are  anxious  to  have  an 
assurance  that  the  -  present  condition  of 
Uganda  is  improving  and  likely  to  im- 
prove still  more.  That  assurance  we  have 
had  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  far 
as  it  is  possible  to  give  an  assurance  with 
regard  to  the  future,  and  we  have  had  it 
given  on  better  authority  than  it  is  usually 
possible  to  give  an  assurance  on  in  a  case 
of  this  kind.  We  have  had  it  on  the 
authority  of  Sir  Harry  Johnston,  who 
is  now  on  the  spot,  and  who  of 
all  men  is  perhaps  the  best  fitted 
to  form  an  impartial  estimate  of 
what  the  future  of  Uganda  is  likely  to 
be.  It  is  easy  for  a  man  to  go  to  Uganda, 
and  to  be  favourably  impressed  by  a 
country  which  he  sees  for  the  first  time, 
but  Sir  Harry  Johnston  is  a  man  who  has 
had  great  experience  of  many  parts  of 
Africa.  He  has  shown  he  has  a  special 
capacity  for  taking  advantage  of  experi- 
ence.     The  judgment  he  has  formed  of 

,  Uganda  is  not  that  of  a  man  attracted 
by  novelty,  hut  of  a  man  who  has  a 
wide  range  of  knowledge  by  which  to 
judge,  and  as  large  a  standard  by 
which   to    compare    the    possibilities    of 

i  Uganda  as  any  man  could  have  :  and  he 
says  that  the  character  of  the  natives  of 
Uganda  stands  high  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  natives  in  other  parts  of 
Africa,  and  he  sees  great  possibilities  in 
the  economic  conditions  of  the  country. 
That  is  the  most  favourable  estimate  that 
we  can  expect  to  have  placed  before  the 
Committee  ;  it  is  the  most  substantial 
thing  we  have  yet  had  put  before  us. 
Now,  there  are  one  or  two  points  on 
which  we  seem  to  be  agreed.  We  are 
all  agreed   that   there  has  been  a  certain 

!  amount  of  financial  confusion,  the  result 
of      which      appears      in      this      large 

1  Supplementary  Estimate.  That  financial 
confusion,  I  have  no  doubt,  has  been  the 

|  result  of  sudden  emergencies  in  Uganda, 
which  have  required  sudden  expedients 
to  be  resorted  to.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  confusion  is  to  be  run 
to  earth  entirely  in  the  Foreign 
Office.  The  confusion  is  evidently  the 
result  of  more  than  one  Department 
having  been  called  into  play,  and  it  will, 

j  no  doubt,  not  exist  in  the  future,  now 
I  that  the  country  has  been   placed  under 
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more    settled    administration, 
another  matter  of  agreement, 
that   we   are  not   going    to    cavil    with 
the  conduct  of  any  of  the  officers  engaged 
in  the  mutiny.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the    Member    for    the    Forest    of 
Dean    made    an    interruption    just 
with  the     object    of    saying    that 
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There  is  j  man  to  reopen  the  question  now.    AVe 
and  that  is    have  had  some  very  painful  revelation* 
read    to    us    from    the   book  of   Major 
Thruston.     I  have  not  read  the  book,  tt-^iA 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  more  about  w'knft 
we  have  heard  until  I  have  had  an  opp^  ror- 
now  ,  tunitv  of  reading  the  book,  except  to  *=3&y 
that    that  I  listened  to  the  extracts  with    -mhe 


\ 


was  not  his  intention.  That  mutiny  was 
a  most  trying  experience  for  every 
officer  on  the  spot.  Two  lives  were 
sacrificed  under  most  distressing  circum- 
stances, but  I  think  that  all  the  officers 
were  in  danger.  They  were  all  without 
the  possibility  of  support  or  relief :  they 
were  obliged  to  deal  with  a  great  emer- 
gency and  a  great  crisis  with  no  help  or 
resources  at  their  command,  and  with  no 
hope  of  having  their  resources  increased. 
They  were  scattered  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  each  man  had  to  act 
upon  his  own  initiative  and  responsibility 
in  dealing  with  the  emergency.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  review  what  was  going 
on  while  those  men  were  in  danger  of 
their  lives.  They  occupied  a  position 
which  commands  our  sympathy,  and 
which  is  absolutely  beyond  our  criticism, 
and  my  own  feeling  on  reading  the 
account  of  the  mutiny  is  that  those 
engaged  in  it,  and  those  who  came 
through  it  successfully,  deserve  the 
appreciation  of  the  House.  But  if  we 
go  back  to  the  causes  of  the  mutiny,  I 
think  there  is  room  for  criticism.  The 
causes  of  the  mutiny,  no  doubt,  were 
the  poor  and  unequal  payment  of  the 
Soudanese  and  the  fact  that  the  payment 
was  in  arrear  ;  and,  I  believe,  above  all, 
the  fact  that  certain  companies  of  the 
Soudanese  were  overworked.  All  that 
took  place  before  Colonel  Macdonald  was 
on  the  spot.  It  may  be  difficult  for 
Members  of  the  Committee  to  tix  definitely 
the  responsibility  for  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  mutiny,  but  there  is  a  significant 
omission  in  Sir.  Berkeley's  report  on  the 
mutiny.  That  gentleman  expressly  de- 
clines to  report  as  to  how  it  was  that 
certain  companies  of  the  Soudanese  were 
overworked  ;  he  leaves  the  reason  to  be 
explained  by  the  Foreign  Office.  It  ought 
to  have  been  within  the  power  of  the 
Foreign  Office  to  have  formed  a  pretty 
good  idea  as  to  what  the  causes  of  the 
mutiny  were  and  as  to  how  far  they  could 
have  been  avoided  or  not.  I  trust  the 
Department  has  been  in  a  position  to  find 
a  reason  in*  their  own  minus,  though  I  do 
not  wish  to  press  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

Sir  Edward  Grey. 


greatest  pain.  They  relate  to  past  ever — nta, 
|  but  even  though  those  events  are  entir—  «^ly 
|  past,  and  there  may  l>e  no  chance  of  tk^nefr 
I  recurring,  we  cannot    hear  what    is  a«=-aid 
:  to  have  occurred  without  great  distr    mom, 
j  but  we  have  to  remember  that  evei  ~m  if 
'  such  things  have  occurred  in  the  \Jgpm~Hk 
Protectorate,  the  state  of  that  Protector-ate 
;  has  advanced    immensely   upon   wha  *.  it 
was  when  we  went  there.     That  is  s«z>me 
compensation   for  the    mutiny    and       for 
■.  other  undesirable  things  that  may  lisire 
happened  under  the  stress  of  circumstaimcea. 
Then,   the    slave    trade    has   gone,    and 
|  those  who  read  books  such  as  that  of    Sir 
Harry  Johnston,  and  realise  what  the  slave 
trade  means — the  calculated,  persistent, 
cold-blooded   brutality    with    which    the 
slave   trade   was    earned   on   generation 
after  generation-  -must  feel  a  relief  that 
that   has  gone,  and  gone   for  ever,      ft 
is    an    enormous    compensation  for    the 
trouble    we     have    had.      I    pass    no* 
,  to      deal     more     especially     with     the 
criticism  which  culminated  in  more  tbau 
criticism — in  positive  attack  -by  the  bon- 
Member  for  Kings  Lynn  on  the  admin**" 
t ration  of  the  Foreign  Office.     The  b^n- 
Member  is  one  with  whom  I  am  alwaj* 
anxious  to  agree,  but  the  hon.  Gentlem*11 
knows  so  very  much,  and  he  goes  so  ve*? 
fast  over  so  many  subjects,  that  it  is  sol*1**" 
times  a  little  difficult  for  those  who   arc 
less  well  informed  to  follow  him.      The 
hon.  Member  has  one  fixed  idea,  and  t^*** 
is  a   rooted  disbelief  in    everything   *be 
Foreign    Office   does,   and   sometimes  m  lt 
leads    him  astray.     I    have    heard    b*111 
express    a    disbelief    in    the    knowled^ 
;  of  French   possessed    by  Foreign    Ofbc* 
officials.      That      rooted      disbelief     b»* 
led    him    astray     as     to    the    cause    ol 
the    troubles   in    Uganda.     The  ForeUJ11 
Office    should     not     lie    considered     *r 
an    administrative     body,    but    in    tb1* 
del  Mite  I  have   heard  the  Foreign  Orb^ 
.  attacked  as  if  it  were  the  only  office  1f, 
j  the  whole  world  which  ever  showed  »*S^ 
deficiency    in   administration,   and   I    ** 
i  not  think  that  is  quite  fair.     WheneVf 
!  the   question    of    Uganda    is    raised    * 
i  the    House    we    are  told  that  Ugan*^ 


§5       Civil  Service  (Supple-        {22  February  1900}         inentan/ Estimates).      886 

is  gone  wrong  because  the  Foreign  "■  must  stay  there.  What  is  the  cause  of 
tfice  is  quite  incapable  of  administration,  j  the  Soudanese  mutiny,  and  the  various 
id  more  than  hints  are  thrown  out  that  j  distressful  things  that  have  occurred  in 
ad  it  only  been  in  the  hands  of  the  I  Uganda  ?  The  cause  of  these  troubles  is 
olonial  Office  it  would  have  l>een  entirely  !  what  has  been  the  cause  of  so  many 
ifferent.  j  troubles  in  South  Africa,  not  only  in  our 

own  territories.     It  is  simply  this  -  that 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  am  sorry  to 
lterrupt  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  what  I 
id  say  was  that  the  Colonial  Office  had  a 
-ider  area  to  select  from  of  men  who  were 
cclimatised.     I  have  been  to  Africa,  and 


the  competition  l)etween  European 
Governments  for  territories  has  forced 
their  hands,  has  forced  them  to  go  too 
far,  has  compelled  them  to  press  on  and 
occupy  territories  hundreds  of  miles  from 


think  I  know  a  little  more  about  it'than  '  the.  ?oa8t  before  thue>'  weJe  y^T  "1  a 
he  hon.  Gentleman.  !  P™*™1  *  ^W  them  effectively.     Our 

hand  has  been  forced.     \\  e  ought  not  to 

have  gone  to  Uganda  until  the  railway 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  was  not  allud- 1  was  ready  to  take  us  there  ;  but  the  com- 

ng  to  anything  which  my  hon.  friend  had  ;  petition  was  such  that  it  was  impossible 

laid.     I  certainly  have  heard  the  Colonial  i  to    do   what   we   ought   to   have    done. 

Jffice  exalted     at     the    expense  of   the  \  Other  countries  have  not  more  been  able 

Foreign  Office.  The  Foreign  Office  is  some-  i  to  regulate  the  pace  than  we  have  been. 

what  hardly  treated  in  this  matter.     The  i  But  now  that  the  boundaries  have  been 

Foreign  Office,  from  the  necessity  of  the  i  laid  down  and  agreed  upon  between  the 

case,  very  often  has  to  begin  the  adminis-    different  European  countries,   I  trust  we 

tration  in    disturbed    and    undeveloped  j  may   be  able  to  proceed  more  leisurely 

parts  of  Africa.     It  has  to  be  so  because  |  and  be  able   to    avoid    many   risks   we 

the  communications  with  foreign  countries    have   had    to    undertake    in    the    past. 

are  so  frequent,  the  boundaries  are  often  j  The  moral  of  the  situation  in   Uganda  is 

*o  uncertain,   that  the  whole  thing  must  i  not  that  we  should  withdraw — that  would 

1*  kept  for  a  time  in  the  hands  of  the  •  mean  the  plunging  of  the  country  into 

Foreign  Office.     After  a   time,  I   admit,    disorder  again — but  it  is,   first  of  all,  to 

when  things  get  settled,  it  is  desirable  that  j  press  on  the  railway  as  fast  as  possible,  so 

the  administration  should  be  transferred  j  that  in  the  case  of  trouble  arising  again 

from  the  Foreign  Office  ;    but  do  not  let  ;  we  shall  be  able  to  bring  support  to  the 

us  forget  that  the  Foreign  Office  has  con-  !  spot  in  a  short   time  :    and,  secondly-  - 

tinnally  to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  j  though  perhaps  this  should   come  first—  - 

the  day  when  administration  is  to  be  car-  j  to  choose  good  men  for  the  administration 

ried  on  under  most  imperfect  conditions,  j  of  the  country.     You  may  have  two  men 

^  hile  admitting  that  there  is  occasion  for  j  equally  good  soldiers,  equally  clever  ;  you 

criticism  in  the    administration   of     the  !  may  have  two   civilians   equally   clever, 

Foreign  Office  —  though   I    think    that  j  equally  good  at  administration  ;  but  one 

Department  has  done  no  worse  than  any  •  of  these  two  men  will  have  the  gift  of 

other  Department   would    have    done  in  j  managing  the  natives  and  the  other  will 

similar  circumstances — it  seems  to  me  the  i  not.     They  may  lie  equally  good  men,  but 

deficiencies  of  the  Foreign  Office  are  not  \  they  will  not  be  equally  good  in  the  same 

the  real  cause  of  the  troubles  in  Uganda,  j  place.       And   what    we    want  to  make 

iou  must  take  a  wider  view  of  the  case,    sure  of  in  Uganda  is  that  you  may  have 

A   great    part     of    these    troubles    ate  '  men  on  the  spot  who  have  the  gift  of 

Separable        from        the        conditions  I  managing  the  natives  and  the  tribes  with 

which  forced  this  country  to  take  over    whom  yon  may  have  to  deal.      It  is,  of 

Uganda  at    the  time     we   did    take     it  i  course,  impossible   without  trial  to  find 

°yer.   1    will  not  enter   into   the    ques-  j  out  who  the  best  men  are.   But  there  have 

to°n  whether  we  ought  to  be  in  Uganda.  ,  l>een  men  in  Uganda  for  some  time,  and 

lam  glad  to  be  precluded  by  your  ruling,  \  the  Foreign  Office  must    now   be  getting 

Sir,  from  indulging  in  any  argument  with    some  idea  as  to  who  are  the  best  men  for 

the  hon.  Member  lor  King's  Lynn    as  to    this  purpose.     My    advice  to  the  Foreign 

whether  it  was  wise  to  go  to  Uganda  or    Office  is — keep  the  best  men  in  Uganda, 

J10^     because     that     subject     is     very    put     on     them     greater     responsibility, 

fertile    in    argument    if     it     is     fertile  !  and      gradually      build      up       in      the 

1,1  nothing  else.     We  are  there  and  we  i  country        a        service       headed        by 
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men  who  have  shown  themselves 
best  fitted  for  the  work.  It  is  on  the 
future  that  our  thoughts  are  fixed.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  refuse  to  vote  this 
money,  because  I  think  the  Foreign  Office 
have  taken  the  best  steps  they  could  to 
make  things  smooth  in  the  future.  I 
understand  they  are  going  to  press  on 
the  railway.  I  think  they  have  shown 
they  are  anxious  to  choose  the  best 
men,  and  I  trust  they  will  retain 
Sir  H.  Johnston.  What  1  believe  is 
necessary  for  the  future  is  that  they 
should  be  guided  very  much  by  Sir  H. 
Johnston's  advice.  He  not  only  knows 
the  natives,  but  is  a  good  judge  of  the 
capacity  of  the  white  men  he  deals  with. 
He  will  be  a  good  adviser  with  regard  to 
the  measures  to  be  adopted,  and  as  to 
the  men  who  are  to  be  placed  in  respon- 
sible positions.  It  is  because  I  believe 
the  right  step  has  been  taken  in  sending 
out  Sir  H.  Johnston  to  Uganda,  and  l>e- 
cause  I  gather  from  the  appreciative  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
him  that  they  have  sent  him  there  to  have 
the  benefit  of  his  advice,  that  I  am  not 
disposed  either  to  raise  any  contentious 
questions  or  to  resist  the  Vote. 

Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holder! less) :  I  should  hardly  have 
thought  so  much  could  have  been  done  in 
the  time  to  completely  overthrow  the  slave 
trade  in  this  part  of  the  world.  I  am 
happy  to  think  Uganda  has  been  taken 
over,  and  in  spite  of  a  great  many 
difficulties  (such  as  the  insurrection) 
a  great  result  has  been  achieved. 
Persons  who  have  studied  Africa 
could  harclly  have  supposed  that  a 
place  like  Uganda,  teeming  with  people 
in  a  more  or  less  advanced  stage  of 
savagery,  could  be  taken  over  without 
insurrections  occurring.  They  always  do 
occur  ;  they  did  in  Burma  and  elsewhere. 
We  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
success  which  has  been  achieved.  I  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  the  very  advan- 
tage to  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
alluded — that  this  place  controlled  the 
headquarters  of  the  Nile  —was  not  at  first 
alleged  as  a  reason  for  taking  Uganda. 
That,  of  course,  came  into  prominence 
later  on  when  the  Egyptian  policy  was 
developed.  'The  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
said  just  now  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  we 
ought  not  to  have  taken  Uganda  when 
we  did,  but  ought  to  have  waited  until 

Sir  Edward  (hey. 


the  railway  was  there  to  take  us   to  it. 
We  should  have  waited  a  very  long  time. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  did  not 
mean  that  we  were  wrong  in  taking 
Uganda  when  we  did  take  it,  the  facts 
being  as  they  were ;  but  I  deplored  the 
necessity  of  having  had  to  push  on  so 
rapidly. 

Commander  BETHELL  :  That  is  what 
I     understood     the     hon.     Baronet    to 
mean,  but  if  Uganda  had  not  been  taken 
when  it  was,  Ave  should  never  have  had 
the    railway,    or     achieved      the     good 
results      we      have      achieved.        Criti- 
cisms     have      been      passed      on     the 
i  administration  of  the  Foreign  Office,  hut 
I  do  not  believe  it  matters  much  whether 
the  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Foreign  Office  or  the  Colonial  Office.    I 
agree   that .  the   wise  policy  is  to  find  a 
,  good     strong     independent     man    with 
'  moderate   views,  who   is   not    afraid    oi 
responsibility,  and  entrust  him  with  f  viU 
powers  of  administration.     If  the  Foreign 
Office  or  the  Colonial  Office  perpetuaXly 
interferes  with  the   administrator's  judg- 
,  ment  in  small  matters,  the  administratis11 
is  bound  to  come  to  grief.     I  think  t;-ljc 
right  steps  have  been  taken  in  Uganda.     S° 
far  as  we  know,  Sir  H.  Johnston  has  Im?*11 
most  successful  in  other  parts  of  Afri^^a, 
:  and  we  hope  his  labours  will  be  reward^ 
(  with  success  in  Uganda  also.     The  he»^r5 
;  expenditure    which     the    occupation      °* 
'  Uganda  has  caused  is  to  be  regretted,  fc**1* 
'  it  was  almost  certain  to  occur  sooner     °J 
later.     One  hopes  it  will  not  recur,  and  * 
do  not  see  why  it  should.     So  much  t**s 
been   done   to  pacify   the   country  tl*** 
there  is  hope  that  with  a  proper  syst^?^ 
,  of   administration   we   shall   be    able     *° 
secure    this    important     territory    fro*11 
further  trouble. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire? 
E.) :  We  have  had  from  the  right  ho*1- 
Gentleman  and  the  hon.  Baronet  * 
strong  testimony  in  favour  of  the  prese*1*' 
good  administration  of  Uganda.  Wi*"1 
everything  said  by  these  two  hon.  Gently 
men  about  Sir  H.  Johnston  I  cordially 
agree.  I  would  only  put  in  this  cave^* 
i  — Sir  H.  Johnston,  after  all,  has  oni.? 
been  in  Uganda  three  months.  Tl^* 
Foreign  Office  may  have  received  certai  ^ 
communications  from  Sir  H.   Johnstor^ 
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but  no  communication  has  l>een  made  to 
this  House,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  made 
public  with  regard  to  Sir  H.  Johnston's 
action  since  he  reached  Uganda.     There 
is  no  public  expression  of  his  opinion  as 
to  the  condition  or  prospects  of  Uganda. 
Nothing  has  been  laid  before  the  House 
that  I  am  aware  of  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  things  in  Uganda  subsequent 
to  the  report  published  by  Major  Mac- 
donald  after  his  return  to  this  country.    I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  the  statement  he  made  with 
regard  to  Sir   H.   Johnston's  opinion  of 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  Uganda  is 
based  on  official  communications  received 
since  Sir  H.  Johnston  arrived  there. 


*Mr.  BKODRICK :  Sir  H.  Johnston 
has  written  despatches  containing  certain 
personal  impressions,  but  they  do  not 
represent  his  mature  opinion,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  his  mature  opinion 
before  we  publish  his  report. 

Mr.   BUCHANAN:  I  entirely   agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     I  hope 
we  may  rely  upon  it  that  when  Sir  H. 
•Johnston   does   send  home  his  report  it 
will   be   submitted   to   the    House   in   a 
Parliamentary   Paper,   and    that   it  will 
confirm  all  the  favourable    anticipations 
held  out  to  us  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
roan  and  the  hon.  Baronet  who  has  just 
spoken.     I  take  it  most  of  us  will  agree 
that  now  we  are  in  Uganda  we  must  stay 
there.    But  the  cost  of  our  occupation  of 
the  country  is  increasing,  and  there  is  no 
prospect    of    it    decreasing.       There    is 
nothing  in  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
to  show   that  the  greater  part   of    the 
£H7,000   is  for  the  use  of   the  Indian 
regiment,  and  it  is  desirable  that  in  the 
notes  to  the  Supplementary  Estimates  we 
should  get  fuller  and  more  accurate  infor- 
mation.   In   1896  or  1897  it  was  stated 
%  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  that 
"*e  British   Government  would  bear  all 
.t^  expense  of  the  Indian  regiment  that 
Waa  being    sent    to    Uganda.     Now   it 
aPpears  that    nearly   three    years    have 
j-kpsed  before   the   Indian   Government 
"**,  been  paid   for  the   expense  of  this 
^giment.     Which   side  is  to  blame  for 
the  great  delay   in    this   payment  I      I 

Sther  from  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
-ntleman  that  he  was  inclined  to  blame 
*ta  Indian  Government  for  not  presenting 
"te  account.     If  that  is  so  it  is  contrary  to 


past  experience.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
the  Foreign  Office  has  caused  the  delay. 
The  Under  Secretary  has  given  us  the 
cost  of  the  Uganda  Protectorate,  and 
compared  it  with  what  foreign  Govern- 
ments are  spending  in  their  African 
possessions.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  include  in  his  figures  the 
expenditure  on  the  railway,  which  was 
something  like  £3,000,000*  Surely  this 
is  the  omission  of  the  most  important 
item  in  any  estimate  of  what  Uganda  is 
costing  us.      Our  expense  in  connection 

,  with  Uganda  is  increasing  year  after 
year,  and  in  geometrical  progression, 
and  I  complain  that  we  have  got  this 
Vote  in  the  worst  form  for  anything  like 
financial  control.  This  year  we  started 
with  a  Vote  of  £250,000,  and  now  we 
have  a  Supplementary  Vote  of  .£147,000. 
I  say  that  is  thoroughly  bad  finance,  and 
the  explanation  of  the  Under  Secretary 

,  makes  it  worse.  We  have  had  a  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  balance  sheet  of  Uganda. 
These  accounts  are  audited  by  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General,  and 
the  last  account  we  have  is  contained  in 
their  report  for   1895-6.       The  Auditor 

1  General  has  told  us  he  had  since  that 
time  got  the  account  for  1896-7.     Surely 

\  the  Foreign  Office  ought  to  put  some 
pressure  on  the  authorities  to  induce  them 

1  to  render  the  accounts  of  the  Protectorate 
at  an  earlier  date  than  they  do  at  present. 
It  is  extremely  difficult  to  make  out  with 

!  any  accuracy  estimates  for  the  future 
when  you  have  not  got  the  accounts  for 

,  a  more  recent  period  than  three  or  four 

,  years  back.  If  the  Foreign  Office  insisted 
on  having  the  accounts  rendered  more 
quickly  we  should  probably  have  fewer 

1  of  these  very  large  Supplementary  Esti- 

!  mates  than  we  have  at  present. 


j  *Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  The  right  hon. 
i  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Forest  of 
j  Dean  has  quoted  from  that  excellent  book 
i  by  Major  Thruston.  I  have  refreshed  my 
l  memory  by  a  reperusal  of  the  official 
I  reports  of  Colonel  Macdonald  on  the 
,  whole  Uganda  programme,  and  if  the 
[  right  hon.  Gentleman  reads  these  reports 
J  again  he  will  find  that  Colonel  Macdonald 
I  confirms  Major  Thruston  on  every  score 
i  in  regard  to  administration,  finance,  and 
;  the  selection  of  officers  for  service  in 
Uganda.  We  were  told  that  our  criticism 
in  regard  to  finance  was  not  justified,  but 
]  we    find    that   the   cost   of   the  admini- 
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stration  had  demanded  70  per  cent,  higher  '  crimination  in  the  selection  of  officers  for 
than  the  original  Estimate.  As  to  ad-  this  special  work  in  Uganda.  What  is 
ministration,  the  hon  Memlier  for  the  Ber-  wanted  for  that  work  is  not  military 
wick  Division  said  that  the  locomotive  and  .  fresh  from  the  parade  grounds  of  Chelsea, 
railway  department  is  in  good  order ;  but  I  but  civilians  of  judicial  instinct  and  engi- 
I  find,  in  searching  these  reports,  that  it  i  neering  talent.  I  venture  to  say,  as  one  of 
is  in  a  shocking  condition.  Good  manage- :  the  pioneers  of  the  Niger, that  you  had  more 
ment  is  always  shown  in  the  health  of  I  men  killed  or  died  in  one  year  in  Uganda 
,the  employees ;  but  I  discover  that  the  i  than  in  the  whole  of  the  Niger  territory 
•death  rate  among  the  native  and  coloured  '  for  fifty  years,  because  the  soldier  was 
officers  employed  on.  the  Uganda  Railway,  relatively  unknown  on  the  Niger.  In  the 
which  was  fifty-one  in  1K96,  mounted  up  j  Uganda  you  have  put  square  men  in 
to  168  in  1898,  not  including  twenty-eight  round  holes,  and  round  men  in  square 
natives  who  had  been  devoured  by  lions,  j  holes.  There  is  no  scope  in  Uganda  for 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  .  men  from  Chelsea  barracks,  whereas  the 
Affairs  was  under  the  impression  when  I  !  Niger  was  singularly  free  from  native 
directed  his  attention  to  the  brutal  way    troubles  and  revolt  because  the  adminis- 

in  which  the  natives  were  treated tration      was     entrusted    to     engineers, 

and     men     with     some     knowledge     of 

*rr«       /iir*Ti»Miv     ™  •         .1-      !  l*w>    who   had     managed    that     district 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  There  is  nothing  |  with  wonderfui  8kill   and   ability.     The 

m   this   Supplementary    Estimate    about  |  rf  ht  hon    Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 

railway  construction.  >  ^  AwM  n()t  tolk  RO  in?gpongiMy  ^ 

men  who  have  been  in  Africa,  and  com- 

*Mr.    JOHN    BURNS:    Well,   I   shall  I  Pare  Uganda  with  the  German  administra- 

leave   the  lions  in  charge  of  the  Under-    *™  in  the  .Camerooiw.     Why,  there  are 

c,        x  .„  .      °  .  ~       600  troops  in  the  Came roons  to  look  after 

.Secretary    till     another     occasion.       On    two   wh/te    dyilian8  ,     Y()U  ^^  com. 

nearly  every  page  of  these  official  reports  j  p^  tnat  mode  of    colonising  with  the 
we  find  evidence  that  the  administration  :  British.     Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is    defective.      There     were     very     few    referred  to  the  French  administration  iix 
medical  stores,  the  medical  dressings  were  j  Madagascar.     We  do    not  want,   and     1 
deficient,  and  the  ulcerated  legs  of  the    hope  never  will  have,  an  administratis  m 
poor  workmen  got  worse  and  worse.     1 '  like   that  which   involved    Franco    in  r^fc 
hold  that  of  the  white  men  who  have  died  '  colonial   troubles.     French   and   Germm  ■ 
in  Uganda  90  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were    colonial  administrations  are  l>ased  entirelM 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  large  majority    on  absolute  military  rule  which  we  oug^M 
were   fresh    military  men    from    outside  '  never   to   sanction,  as   is   proved  by  t^M 
Africa.,  and  not  acclimatised  civilians  who  !  experience  and  the  testimony  of  men  lik^B 
had    been   rendered   immune  to  tropical    Sir  Henry  Johnson,  Livingstone,  Moffsu 
diseases.      The     medical     staff    requires  !  and   every   one  who  knows  Africa  frr   «»/ 
reorganising,      and      the      sooner      the  '  Morocco  down   to   the  Cape.     What  — ^r« 
better.     The    hon.    Baronet    the    Mem- !  want     as     administrators     are    civilia"~ar  j$ 
ber    for     the    Berwick    Division   agrees  ,  patient,  long  suffering,  kind,  but  firm  rm^^n 
with   every  criticism   of   the  right   hon.    who   know  the  habits  and  idiosyncrasies 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  as  i  and  customs  of  the  natives,  and  who  will 
to  the  financial  confusion,   the  causes  of    not  resort  to  the  military  methods  whicA 
the    mutiny-    insufficient    payment    and  ,  has  characterised  the  Uganda  administra- 
arrears  of  pay— and  to  the  Soudanese  being    tion  from  beginning  to  end.    It  is  l>ecause 
brutally     overworked,    so     that     nearly  '  I  have  had  some  little  experience  that  I 
7,000  had    succumbed  to  overwork  and    want  to  make  my  country  aware  of  the 
disease  or   had    been    returned  to  their    evils  of  military  administration.     If  you 
base.      The   right    hon.  Gentleman    the    get    a   specially   good    soldier   who   hitf 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  talks  j  administrative  instincts  promote  him,  but 
about  all  these  difficulties  being  more  or  '  do  not  take  as  administrators  guardsmen 
less  inevitable,  and  that  the  progress  of  I  and   other   officers   from   their  garrisons 
events  rendered  certain  operations  neces-    whose    chief   business,  as    evidenced  by 
sary.     I  do  not  believe  these  were  inevit-  |  Macdonald's  reports,  seems  to  be  writing 
able.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not ;  glowing    reports     about      each     other* 
realised  that    there  was  not  proper  dis-  j  capacity  and  ability.  I  am  all  for  civilians 
Mr.  Jolm  Burns.  J 
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for  administrators,  and  it  is  becau.se  you 
selected  the  wrong  men  that  you  are 
now  spending  in  Uganda  half  a  million 
instead  of  £50,000  a  year. 


Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  (Northampton) : 
I  was  somewhat  surprised  when  I  heard 
the   Under  Secretary  say  that  he  had 
read  and  re-read  my  speeches  on  Uganda, 
and  still  more  surprised  to  hear  that  he 
read  them  with  greater  pleasure  every 
time.      But  the   right  hon.    Gentleman 
does  not  appear  to  have  understood  or  to 
have  profited  by  them.     If  he  had  care- 
fully read,  marked,  learned,  and  inwardly 
digested  them,  he  would  have  seen  that 
1  had  continuously  and  carefully    pro- 
tested against  any  annexation  of  Uganda, 
and  I  did  so  on  the  ground)  that  it  would 
cost  us  a  very  large  sum  of  money  and 
would  never  bring  us  in  any  equivalent. 
I  do  so  still  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
impossible  to  hope  that  even  agricultural 
Englishmen  would  colonise  that  country. 
You  have   in    Uganda  at    the    present 
moment  domestic  slavery,  and   you  do 
'*ot  dare  to  protest  against  it.     You  have 
there  a  lazy    race,   who    are    perfectly 
Content  with  the  mere  necessaries  of  life, 
ivnd  will  never   exert  themselves  unless 
**Jider  the  prompting  of    the  stick.     If 
^•lere  had  been  gold  in  Uganda,  I  have 
**«>  doubt  many  Englishmen  would  have 
-^^*>ne  there,   and  we   would  have  more 
JP^ogress.     The  only   thing  I   rejoice  at 
*^-  that  there  is  no  gold  there.     The  esti- 
r^Jate  was  made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
*- **e  Under  Secretary  that  Uganda  would 
?  ^*t  £50,000  a  year,  and  he  anticipated 
E***at  in  a  short  time  it  would  be  a  paying 
^    xotectorate.    Well,  taking  the  Estimates 
5*^  the  year,  and  this  Supplementary  Esti- 
*^*ate,  we  now  find  it  costs  about  £400,000, 
^*"»d  remember,  that  there  is  not  a  single 
^^>ordaboutthecoet  of  the  railway.  How  did 
\%*e  rieht  hon.  Gentleman  justify  that  ? 
*le  said  that  the  German  East  African 
^f)bny  cost  more,  and  that  the  Italian 
Y°lonv  of  Erythrea  cost  more.      But  the 
^t-alians  have  come  back  to  their  senses, 

L  >S"1^  t*wt  ^y^01"611  was  never  likely  to 
I  ^°g  them  in  anything,  and  they  have 
I  tactically  evacuated  it.  What  is  the 
I  •Scuse  for  the  expense  of  £400,000  for 
K  *3num8tration,  and  a  million  and  a  half 
■  **the  railway  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
"■  feaa  referred  to  the  progress  of  events 
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which  precipitated  operations.  What 
were  these  operations  '!  These  were,  that 
directly  we  got  one  portion  of  the  country 
we  immediately  began  to  lust  after  and  to 
take  another,  and  Ihave  no  doubt  that  in 
future  that  would  go  on,  as  the  appe- 
tite increases  with  what  it  feeds  on.  The 
|  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  :  "  We  have 
reduced  the  country  to  civilisation  "  ;  just 
think  of  it,  for  one  whole  year  there  ha* 
been  absolutely  no  revolt !  Well,  for  that 
year  we  have  spent  £400,000,  and 
it  is  very  probable  that  we  shall  have  a  re- 
volt soon  and  have  to  spend  another 
£400,000.  I  want  to  know,  and  this  is  a 
very  practical  question,  what,  in  the  name 
of  goodness,  do  you  expect  to  get  out  of 
Uganda '/  Will  you  get  any  sort 
of  quid  pro  qtw  ?  1  do  not  believe 
you  will  ever  get  real  compensation.  Sir 
Henry  Johnson  arrived  in  Uganda  in  the 
month  of  October,  and  he  had  been  only 
two  months  there  when  he  came  to  the 
conclusion   that   the  administration   was 

g^rfect  and  could  not  be  made  better, 
nt  we  have  had  similar  assurances  from 
some  who  have  been  longer  there  than 
two  months.  Each  year  we  have  been 
told  that  in  some  early  future  a  great 
trade  would  spring  up.  I  remember  [ 
pointed  out  that  Uganda  would  never  be 
an  outlet  for  British  goods,  at  the  time 
when  the  House  of  Commons  whs  fed 
with  assurances  to  the  contrary.  We 
were  told  that  the  Ugandese  would  take 
our  manufactures,  because  they  had 
already  developed  an  enormous  taste  for 
beautiful  little  books — tracts,  1  suppose — 
and  for  opera  glasses,  and  for  white 
donkeys,  though  how  on  earth  we  were  to 
send  them  white  donkeys  I  cannot  under- 
stand. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  because  we  had  Egypt  we  ought  to 
have  the  Soudan,  and  because  we  had  the 
Soudan  we  ought  to  have  Uganda,  in 
order  that  we  might  cut  the  sudd  on  the 
Nile.  We  are  told  what  a  wonderful 
administration  this  is  in  Uganda.  But 
how  many  administrators  have  we  there  1 
Have  we  a  hundred  even  ?  How  in  the 
name  of  wonder  are  we  to  talk  of  a 
country  being  well  administered  when  its 
inhabitants  number  millions,  and  its  ad- 
ministrators under  a  hundred  ?  It  is 
perfectly  monstrous.  I  hope  we  shall 
evacuate  Uganda  some  of  these  days. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  complained  that 
Uganda  was  under  the  Foreign  Office  and 
not  under  the  Colonial  Office.   Sir,  I  thank 
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CtocI  it  is  not  under  the  Colonial  Office.  ,  that  part  of  Africa.     Although  I  cannot 

If    it    hud    boon,  and   if   some   Hebrew '.  agree  with  my  right  lion,  friend  in  that 

gentleman   had  settled   there,  and  called  ,  part  of  his  speech,  I  will  vote  with  him. 

himself    a    Uitlander    or    a   helot,     wc  • 

should  have  found  ourselves  engaged  in  i 

war  with  France,  Belgium,  and  Gei  many,        The   Commit  tee   divided: — Ayes,    51; 

which  all   happen  to"  have  possessions  in    Noes,  187.     (Division   Li?t  No.  35.) 


AYES. 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Barn',  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Hillabn,  Alfred 
Hroadhnrst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomliimou 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
('•aid  well,  James 
('banning,  FrancU  AlMon 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doo«an,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Parrel  1,  James  P.  (( 'avail.  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon.Sir  William  Brampton 


Hammond,  John  (Carlow)         J 
1 1  ay  den.  John  Patrick  ! 

Ihiyne,  lit.  Hn.  Charles  Seale    ' 
llngan,  James  Francis 
Humphreys-Owen,    Arthur  C. 
.Jones,  William  iCurnarvonsh. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland*  , 
Long,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-GeorgeC  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyefi,  Sir  I^eonard 
MacNeill,  Jolin  Gordon  Swift 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mendl,  Sigismnnd  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  lie  man  1  Charles 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
I'iekersgill,  Edward  Hare 


Power,  I'atrick  Joseph 
Reckiti,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
BobertB,  John  Bryn  (Eilion) 
Roberts,  John  II.  (Denbigh*) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint] 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westineatli) 
Weir,  J  nines  Galloway 
Whiltaker,  Thomas  l'almrr 
\\  il.son,  John  (Durham,  Mi<M 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Wood*,  Samuel 
.Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tki.lkhs  fok  the  Aye*  - 
Sir  < 'harles  Dilke  and  M  *-. 
Buchanan. 


NOES. 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Bailev,  .lames  (Walworth) 
Haltoiir.Rt.Hoii.  A.  JjMnucli'r 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
1 5ames,*  Frederic  ( Jorell 
Beaeh.Kt.Hn.SirM.  11.  (Bristol 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  <'.  I». 
Bethell,  Commander 
Blundell,  Colonel  llenrv 
Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Campbell- 1  banner  man.  Sir  11. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  1).  (iilnoii- 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J .  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J  .Austen(  Wore'  r 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
Charringtou,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Ooflings,  Bt.  Hon.  Je*so 
Colomb.  Sir  .John  i 'has.  Beady 
Cook,  Fred  Lucas  (Lambeth  * 
Cooke.C.  W.  IUulc-lillo(  Heref  dj 
Cerbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Uox,  Irwin  Edward  Rain  bridge 
Cross,  Herb.Shephenl  (Bolton 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 

Mr.  Labouchere. 


Dickinson,  Ro1>eft  Edmond 

Digby,  Jn.   K.  D.  Winglield 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Ed  wan  1 

Doughty,  George 

Douglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth,  James 

Dun  combe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Fellowes,  H  on.  Ail  wynEd  ward 

Fergu*son,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Man.) 

Field,  Admiral  (Eastl»ouruc) 

Finch,  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  lJannatyne 

•  Fisher,  William  Hayes 

,  Flannery,  Sir  P'ortescue 

I  Mower,  "Ernest 

1  Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 

;  (J  alio  way,  William  Johnson 
Gariit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

;  Gibl>ons,  J.  Lioyd 

■  Gibbs.Hon.  Vicary(St.Alljaris) 

i  Gladstone,  lit.  Hon.  Herbt.  J. 

!  God^n,SirAuCTigtusFrederick 
t  ioldsworthy,  Major-Geneml 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 

.  Gorst,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 

'  Goschen,RtHn.GJ(StGeorges 

I  (Moulding,  Edward  Alfred 

1  Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 

1  Greene,  HenryD.  (Shrewsbury 

I  Gretton,  John 

1  Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 


Grey,  Sir  Edward  i Berwick) 
<  Jull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  lit.  Hn.  Lord  (ieonff* 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  ^  • 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Ifazell,  Walter 
Heath,  James 

1  fedderwick,  Thomas  Cha*.  "• 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred  . 

Hoare,  Ed.  Brodie(Ham|*tes« 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  lw 
Jackson,  lit.  Uoh.Wm.Uvi*' 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jone* 
Johnson*  Ferguson,  JabezKd' 
Johnstone,  Edward  (Sow**) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  **• 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lawrence,SirRDurning-(C<tf* 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (YoiW 
I^a,  Sir  Thos.  (Londondwrr)   < 

Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  ( Accruttjj»l  ] 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Cn*Jf  J 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillw'n-(8w» 
Lockwoed,  Lt.-Col.  A.  Rt 
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Ijoder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brown  lee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkinan 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
NLacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Killop,  James 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Middleinore,  J.  Throginorton  | 
MilbanktSirPowlettChasJolui  | 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor  i 

Monckton,  Edwanl  Philip        i 
More,  H.Jasper  (Shropshire)     i 
Nlorgan,Hon.F.(Monmouth*h. 
Morrell,  < Jeorge  Herliert 
Morton,  A.  Hi  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  K.  J.  C.  (Devon port) 
Mnrray,HtHnAGrahain  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry  ! 
Murray,  ( 'ol.  W vndham  (Hatli )  I 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian  I 

Nnsaey,  Thonui?*  Willans  I 

^rr-Kwin-r,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes  Kbenezer 
1W,  J.  A.  (Xorthuiiiberl'nd) 
IMiill|iuttK,  Captidn  Arthur 
I'ierpoint,  Uol>ert 


Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Kt.  Hon.H.  Curzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Drylmrgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ren toul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  SirThos.Hartlepl 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rolison,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kavc, 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  1  >udley 
Seely,  ( Uiarles  Hilton 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stanley,  F.  J.  (Somerset ) 
Stewart,  SirM.  J.  M'Taggait 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 


Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyt 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Toll  em  ache.  Henry  .James 
Tomlinson,Wm  F/hv.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welwter,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,    Lt.-Col.    A.     C.    E. 

(Taunton) 
Welby,Sir  CharlesG.  E.  ( Notts. 
Weutworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Fret  lerick  W.(  Norf  ol  k ) 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Worcestersh.  ,N. ) 
Wodehonse,Rt.  H  n.  E.  R.(  Bath) 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  CB.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  (George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tkllers  fok  thk  Noes- 
Sir  William  Wabond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed.  ! 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GUItDON  (Norfolk,  I 
^•)  expressed  his  anxiety  to  obtain  some  in-  . 
Urination  as  to  the  statement  which  ap-  ' 
I*ared  in  The  Tinw*  of  Febniary  1 3th  that  a 
f'»iveofS00  Vans  hail  been  sent  to  Mauritius 
without  proper  uniform  and   equipment. 
'»•  desired  to  know  who  wjis  responsible 
'°r  sending  these  savages  to  a  civilised 
immunity    like    Mauritius,  with    which 
l',,,v   had    nothing    in    common.     They 
^TesiMit  there  without  their  wives,  with 
the  inevitable   result  that  after  a  time  a  i 
Winy  broke  out,  and  they  raided  a  vil- ; 
hge  and  outraged  the  women.     Had  they  I 
n,Jw  been  sent  l>aok  to  Africa  ?     Because,  j 
if  they  were  interned  in  the  quarantine  , 
*ttl«meut,   it  seemed   a   savage  punish- ' 
Hunt  for  men  who,  in  their  condition,  were 
0,,l.v  obeying  the  dictates  of  nature.     The 
*hamW  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture 
°f  Central  Africa  had  urged  him  to  bring 
forward  the  necessity  of  railway  constim- 
^  in  that  region.     This  was  not  the 
tone,  with  a  war  going  on  which  would 
^  perhaps  fifty  millions,  to  ask  for  a 
•^  grant;,  but    he   urged    that    the  I 


Government  should  give  careful  attention 
to  the  whole  subject,  so  that  labourers 
might  not  be  enticed  away. 

*Mlt.  WKIU  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  1 
beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100.  Our  troops  are  still  armed  with 
the  Snider  rifle,  whereas  in  the  adjoining 
territories  of  other  countries  the  troops 
are  armed  with  magazine  rifles.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  any  portion  of  this 
JM,500  is  to  be  expended  in  buying 
proper  rifles  for  our  troops.  1  should 
al;;o  like  to  kno'v  what  amount  i.j  to  be 
expended  on  the  railway  survey,  and  for 
what  railway.  There  is  a  sum  of  £12,000 
for  the  hut  tax,  which  is  an  increase  of 
jC1,000  on  the  previous  year.  I  want  to 
know  how  this  hut  tax  is  paid.  Is  it  piiid 
in  calico  or  labour  ?  If  in  labour,  how 
many  days  labour  per  head  ?  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  furnish  this  in- 
formation. I  would  prefer  to  have  got  it 
in  the  form  of  an  answer  to  a  question,  but 
I  he  right  hon.  Geni  I  email':-;  aji^w  cio  w  ere  so 
unsatisfactory  that  I  told  him  I  should  be 
obliged  to  raise  the  matter  on  the  Esti- 
mates, and  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I 
have  had.     I  beg  to  move,  Sir. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,    Office,  the  War  Office,  and  the  Foreign 
That  Item   B  (British  Central  Africa,  j  Office  are  all  ready  to  give  him  satisfac- 


Grant   in    Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— 
(Mr.  Weir.) 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  report  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  quoted  states  that 
British  Central  Africa  is  suffering  from 
the  want  of  railways,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  about  it  that  that  want  is  a  groat 
impediment  in  the  way  of  development. 
I  gather,  from  an  answer  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  to  a  question  the 
other  day,  that  the  railway  for  the  survey 
of  which  a  sum  of  money  is  now  asked 
has  been  abandoned.  Then  alxmt  the 
troops.  In  the  report  of  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Protectorate,  he  tells  us  that 
the  Native  forces  were  to  be  increased 
from  six  to  eight  companies,  and  that 
these  extra  companies  are  to  do  duty,  not 
in  British  Central  Africa,  but  in  North- 
Eastern  Rhodesia.  North-Eastern  Rho- 
desia is  under  the  'control  of  the  British 
South  Africa  ComjKiny,  and  there  seems 
to  be  some  sort  of  an  arrangement  or  con- 
tract between  the  Central  Africa  Protecto- 
rate and  the  British  South  Africa  Com- 
pany with  reference  to  the  garrisoning  of 
North-Eastern  Rhodesia,  alxxit  which  this 
House  has  not  had  complete  information. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
ible  to  enlighten  us  as  to  the  relations, 
both  as  to  administrative  and  military 
matters,  existing  between  the  British 
Central  Africa  Protectorate  and  the 
British  South  Africa  Company. 


tory  answers.  I  do  not  know  why  he 
should  suggest  that  the  troops  are  not 
sufficiently  well  armed  for  Native  troops ; 
Native  troops  are  not  always  given  the 
magazine  rifle  at  once,  and  these  troops 
are  armed  quite  adequately  for  the  duties 
they  have  to  discharge.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Norfolk  asked  a  ques- 
tion about  the  battalions  which  were  sent 
out  of  Central  Africa.  I  believe  I  would 
not  be  in  order  in  discussing  the  question 
of  the  battalions  which  were  sent  to 
Mauritius,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
that  as  long  as  these  troops  served  under 
the  Foreign  Office  I  heard  no  complaint 
whatever  of  them.  1  l>elieve  that  the 
War  Office  and  the  Colonial  Office  are 
prepared  to  reply  on  this  question  when 
the  proper  time  comes. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON :  Can  the*^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  where  th«^ 
troops  are  now  ? 

*Mh.    BRODRICK:    They   are    goii*^ 
back  to  Africa.     I  may  be  allowed  to  safc*^ 


that  I  do  not  think  that  the  circunistana 
which  have  caused  their  withdrawal  fnooa 
Mauritius  prevent  them  being  thoroughly 
efficient  troops  elsewhere.  With  regard 
to  the  railway,  I  should  hesitate  to  aiwir^^r 
at  any  length  on  that  subject.  AtA»e 
present,  time  the  Committee  would  n*>* 
expect  the  Government  to  provide  funci* 
for  a  railway  in  Central  Africa.  I  am  m*^t 
saying  that  the  railway  is  not  necessaJTy 
and  desirable,  but  the  demands  ontt*e 
Exchequer  at  the  present  moment  are  &° 


*Mr.   BRODRICK:    I    do    not    quite 
midcrstand  why  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 

moved  the  reduction  of  this  Vote,  because  |         t  fchat  it  is  desirable  to  keep  es 
I  thought  when  he  asked  a  question  the    f  £  M1        .A,  . 

other  day  about  the  armament  of  those  ' ture  as  far  ils  Ix,*slhle   w,thm  m(] 
troops  that   he  was  thoroughly  satisfied  ,  »llllts 
with  the  answer. 


moden**e 


*Mn.  WEIR:  I  distinctly  said  the 
answer  was  not  satisfactory,  and  that  I 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  the  matter. 


I 


*Mr.   BRODRICK :   I  notice  the  hon.  j 
Gentleman  has  also  addressed  a  question 
to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  I  can  assure 
him  that  the  representatives  of  the  Colonial  i 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  If  there  * 
I  to  be  no  railway — and  I  quite  undent**** 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining  money  ^°r 
making  a  railway  now — why  go  to  tbf 
expense  of  making  a  railway  survey  ? 
would  wish  to  know  how  much  of  t!»** 
■  £4,500  it  ib  proposed  to  spend  on*** 
I  survey  ? 

♦MR.  BRODRICK:  £600. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Then  arc  we 
to  understand  that  we  have  got  to  spend 
.£600  in  making  a  survey  for  a  railway 
when  it  is  impossible  to  make  the  railway 
at  the  present  time  1 


♦Mil  BRODRICK  :  My  hon.  friend  will 
not  dispute  the  proposition  that  if  we 
make  the  survey  the  lands  will  not  run 
away. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  It  is  not  a 
question  of  the  lands  running  away,  but 
of  the  railway  running  at  all.  I  under- 
stand from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
there  are  circumstances  which  at  present 
make  it  impossible  to  build  a  railway. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Yes,  circumstances 
of  the  moment  which  make  it  undesirable 
to  apply  to  the  Government  for  money. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  it  con- 
nidered  proper,  then,  to  vote  money  for  a 
survey  while  the  railway  itself  must 
depend  on  the  future  1 

Mr.  WEIR :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  read  his  own  report.  The 
officer  in  charge  of  the  troops  distinctly 
*tat«8  that  the  troops  at  the  present 
moment  are  armed  with  the  Snider  rifle. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  did  not  say 
•i  *ord  about  the  hut  tax. 


*ThkCHAIRM.VN:  The  hut  tax 
not  arise  upon  this  Vote. 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :    I  wish  to 
^y  just  a  word  or  two  on  the  question  of 
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impressed  with  the  gravity  of  this  action. 
For  all  we  know  these  gentle  Houssas 
may  next  be  despatched  to  garrison  the 
Transvaal.     If  they  are   good  enough  to 

garrison  the  Mauritius,  why  not  the 
Transvaal  1  This  is  a  most  important 
subject.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  a 
greater  and  wider  subject  against  which 
some  of  us  have  protested  again 
and  again  in  this  House  and  that  is  the 
increase —the  most  dangerous  and  mis- 
chievous increase — of  this  system  of 
taking  great  hordes  of  savages  and  aim- 
ing them  with  deadly  weapons.  If  we 
are  to  understand  that  the  Government 
are    not   only   detennined  to   persist   in 

|  taking  these  large  forces  of  savages  and 
training  them  as  soldiers,  but  also  in  trans- 
ferring them  from  their  native  country  to 
other  countries,  then  I  say  we  are  face  to 
face  with  a  development — one  of  the  most 
mischievous  and  one  of  the  most  disas- 
trous— ever  entered  on  iu  pursuance  of 
this  Imperial  expansion  idea.  I  read  my- 
self in  The  Times,  which  is  certainly  a 
paper  which  one  would  expect  not  to 
exaggerate  in  matters  of  this  kind — of 
what  occurred  in  Mauritius.  These 
gentlemen  are  in  the  habit  of  having  five 
or  six  wives.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  And 
more.]  I  make  no  complaint  of  that. 
That  is  the  proper,  ordinary  custom  of 
their  country,  but  they  were  transferred 

!  to  Mauritius  without  any  women  at  all, 

!  and  the  natural  result  was  that  a  short 
time  after  their  arrival  they  broke  out  of 
barracks,  set  their  officers  at  defiance,  out- 

j  raged  women  and  generally  played  havoc. 

j  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 

!  treats  this  in  a  most  gay  and  festive 
manner,  as  if  it  were  rather  amusing  and 


does 


ending  out  these  savage  troops  to  Maun-  i  funny,  and  not  in  the  least  to  be  ashamed 


tms.  Ft  seems  to  me  there  is  one  aspect 
°f  that  question  which  is  in  order  on  this 
^°te.  Surely  the  administrators  of 
British  Central  Africa  must  be  respon- 
se for  sending  those  troojw  out  of 
British  Central  Africa,  and  it  appears  to 


of.  I  was  not  surprised  to  read  in  the 
report  to  which  I  have  referred  that  the 
proceedings  of  these  savages  caused  the 
most  intense  indignation  in  Mauritius. 
They  are  now  transferred  back  to  Africa, 
but  wc  have  heard  nothing  from  the? 
Under  Secretary  that  would  indicate 
that  the  Foreign  Office  or  the  administni- 
tion  of   Britis'h  Central  Africa  were  im- 


mt  most  monstrous  that    ravage  troops 

^ould  be  sent  into  civilised  parts  of  the  ,     ..     .     .,       .    ^  .. 

Fmt*.    •  t  f*  j  v  *-i       ••  pressed  with  the  idea  that  this  experiment 

^pire,  inhabited  by  comparatively  civi-  £_  „  x_., „j „  ^  ^  il_^j 


1UK*i  races.  I  did  not  gather  from  the 
Nfcwer  of  the  Under  Secretary  for 
foreign  Affairs  that  he  appeared  to  be 


was  a  failure  and  one  not  to  be  repeated. 
We  have  no  security  that  these  or  similar 
troops  may  not  be  transferred  to  the 
Transvaal  or  the  Orange  Free  State  or 
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other  parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions 
where  troops  are  necessary.  I  certainly 
shall  vote  with  my  hon.  friend  as  a  pro- 
test against  this  practice. 

Mu.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  want  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man a  question.  I  have  not  asked  him 
one  this  session.  I  want  to  ask  him  who 
is  responsible  for  sending  these  armed 
savages  to  Mauritius.  Is  it  not  the 
Foreign  Office  ?  Then  I  want  to  know 
why  Mauritius  has  become  such  a  victim 
of  conspiracy.  Sir  Graham  Bower  was 
sent  there,  and  now  these  savages  are  sent 
there  also,  and  the  first  thing  they  do  is 
to  make  a  pandemonium  of  the  coiuitry. 
The  Under  Secretory  s totes  that  these 
troops  have  now  been  removed,  and  that 
they  have  done  nothing  to  impair  their 
efficiency  as  British  soldiers  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  British  flag  and  the  glory 
of  the  British  Empire.  Indeed,  they  con- 
trast favourably  with  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes.  All 
the  Under  Secretary  said  was  that  these 
savages  having  broken  loose,  burnt  houses, 
outraged  women,  and  conducted  them- 
selves generally  as  British  soldiers  con- 
ducted themselves  a  century  ago  in 
Ireland;  they  were  now  to  be  sent  back 
to  their  own  country,  to  maintain  the 
British  Empire.  I  never  heard  such  a 
simster  avowal.  1  do  not  think  I  could 
find  in  all  Lord  Salisbury's  speeches  even 
six  pissages  to  equal  it.  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  explain  who  sent  these 
savages  to  Mauritius  ?  Had  the  Colonial 
Secretary  anything  to  do  with  it  ? 


♦Ml:.  BRODKICK:  The  troops  were 
sent  by  the  authority  of  the  Go\  eminent, 
but  as  I  am  precluded  by  the  Chairman 
from  giving  an  explanation  of  what 
occurred,  1  cannot  go  into  the  matter 
now.  I  said  nothing  about  upholding 
the  honour  and  glory  of  the  British 
Empire.  1  said  that  nothing  had  occurred 
to  impair  the  efficiency  of  those  troops 
for  the  work  they  would  have  to  do  in 
Africa.  With  regard  to  the  general 
question  it  is  desirable  that  we  should 
have  a  number  of  native  troops  in  these 
Protectorates,  not  necessarily  for  employ- 
ment elsewhere,  and  so  far  in  every  other 
ea.c  that  ha,  been  <i  .ilea.... 


question  on  this  Vote ;  but  we  are  now 
placed  in  the  most  unfortunate  position 
of  having  had  a  partial  discussion  on  it.  I 
do  not  know  why  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  rise  to  order  when  the 
matter  was  first  mentioned  ;  but  the  dis- 
cussion has  been  allowed  to  go  on,  and  it 
would  be  very  difficult  for  some  of  us  to 
avoid  voting  for  the  reduction,  because  we 
feel  very  strongly  on  this  matter.  I  will 
try  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point.  1 
should  like  to  ask,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  undertaken  to  some 
extent  the  defence  of  this  policy,  whether 
the  Foreign  Office  was  consulted  by  the 
War  Office  in  this  matter.  If  they  were, 
I  will  vote  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  reduction,  although  he  moved 
it  on  a  different  ground,  because  a  greater 
mistake  of  policy  than  sending  these 
troops  into  a  French-speaking  colony  I 
cannot  conceive. 


Mr.  DILLON:  Might  1   ask  the  rights 
hon.  Gentleman  to  kindly  reply  to  my 
question — namely,  whether  he  approves  o€ 
the   policy   of   transferring   these  troo\>^ 
from  Protectorates  to  civilised  colonies    1 


*Mr.  BUODRICK:  With  reference  t< 
the  point  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Ban>m~*«* 
when  the  hon.  Member  opposite  ren 
outside  the  Vote,  1  did  not  like  to  arro£C-»^ 
to  myself  the  function  of  the  ChainiM*1' 
The  right  hon.  Baronet's  first  speech  \%r  **•-*" 
in  my  opinion,  very  much  out  of  orcl^1 
but  I  did  not  call  him  to  order  upoi*  jt 
and  I  think  his  latest  question  is  at^=*° 
lutely  outside  the  Vote.  If  I  replied  tc 
liini  I  should  have  to  go  outside  the  V  '^yta 
abo. 


♦Sir  CHARLES    DILKL .    I  do    not 
understand  why  we  are   discussing  this 

Mr.  Dilfon. 


*The  CHAIRMAN  :  As  some  quest:  ion 

I  lias    arisen    as    regards    the    respect  iv^ 

i  functions  of  the  Chair  and  Minister***  * 

j  may  state  that  it  is  perfectly  impos^i™1' 

without  the  assistance  of   Ministers  JoV 

the  Chairman  to  know  whether  a  partic'll| 

lar  matter  is  or  is  not   in  order.      'V}xC 

heading    of    the   Vote    under  diseussM^'J 

is,  "  British  Central  Africa.     Grant  in  J*11' 

to  meet  cost  of  re  arming  troops,  rail**"-1  J 

•urvey,  etc./'  and  the  only  person  who  c&\ 

know  what  "  etc."  means  is  the  Minis*- *** 

in  charge.     If  the  Minister  in  charge    ° 

the  Vote  does  not  rise  to  a  point  of  ord^* 

•  and  does  not  say  that  the  subject  mat**5 
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of  the  discussion  is  not  included  in  the 
Vote,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  intervene. 


Sir  EDWARD  GRF/T:  This  obviously 
is   a  question   which  must  be  discussed 
>ome  time  or  another,  but  I  must  say  it 
did  not  appear  to  me  that  it  could  have 
l»oeii  raised  on  this  Vote.     In  order  that 
the  Committee  may  have  a  clear  under- 1 
standing,    would  it   not  be  possible  for  j 
someone  on  the  Treasury  bench  to  let  us  I 
know  under  what  Vote  the  discussion  on 
this  matter  can  take  place  ? 


Mil.  DILLON  :  T  did  not   suggest  that  i 

f/ie  Foreign  Office  should  be  held   respon-  ' 

Kilde  for  tin*   conduct  of   these   troops   in 

♦Mauritius,  but  what  seems  to  be  absolutely  , 

•'is'ir  is  that  the  Foreign  Office,  as  being  , 

responsible    for    the     administration     of  ; 

British  Central  Africa,  must  be  respon- ! 

s'^>l#i  for  permitting  these  troops  to  go  out  I 

°f     CJentral    Africa,  and  what  we  wish  to  ' 

kiio-w    is    whether    the     Foreign    Otlice  j 

aPJ>roves  of  the  policy  of  allowing  these  , 

***"*vge  regiments  to  be  transferred  as  an  i 

orcl  i  nary     administrative     matter     from  | 

thoi  r  own  country  into  the  midst  of  civi-  ! 

lisoc  1  communities. 


*The     CHAIRMAN:     The     question 
whilc-h   the    Member  for  East   Mayo  has 
Ju"*t:     suggested  is  not  rcallv   within   this 
'  <*tci  at  all.    The  policy  of  allowing  certain 
th->ops  to  be  sent  out  of  Central   Africa 
.  |loos»  not  come  within  the  Vote  ;    all   that  , 
18  **i eluded  in  the  Vote,  as  far  as  I  am  able; 
t0  i  Mdge,  is  a  grant  in  aid  to  meet  the  cost 
°*  the  re-arming  of  certain  troops.     If  the  i 
jo-xi rming  of  these  troops  was  carried  out  I 
*'a*       the    purpose    of    sending   them    to 
•^Miritius  then  the  discussion  might   be  | 
wl^V^in  the   Vote  ;   but    I   understand — I  , 
ItitVtj  received  no  help  in  the  matter  -  that  i 
l"*-*     re-anning   does    not    refer*   to    these  , 
reticular  troops.  ' 


*Mit.  BRODUICK  :  The  proper  time  to 
Jj*ciiss  this  matter  would  be  on  the  War 
^ftoc  Estimates,  which  are  about  to 
**  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 


graphic  instructions,  "  the  formation  of  two 
battalions  for  service  out  of  the  country 
was  commenced."  The  report  then  goes 
on  to  say  that  the  two  battalions  from 
British  Central  Africa  were  expected  to 
embark  for  two  years  service  in  Mauritius 
in  June  next.  That  evidently  refers  to 
the  battalions  we  are  now  discussing.  1 
understand,  however,  that  the  policy  of 
the  Foreign  Office  in  this  matter  cannot 
be  now  discussed. 


Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) : 
lhe  Foreign  Office  report  states  that  in 
JMniary,   1899,  in  accordance  with  tele- 


*TlfK  CI  1. W  KM  AX:  I  am  perfectly 
clear  it  cannot  be  discussed  on  this  Vote, 
which  refers  to  another  matter.  So  far 
as  1  am  able  to  judge  from  the  facts  which 
have  conic  before  n*,  1  think  the  discus 
sion  Mould  arise  on  the  War  ( >Hice  Vote. 


♦Km  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  only  wish 
to  know  whether  the  Foreign  Office  was 
responsible,  or  whether  it  was  mixed  up 
with  the  War  Office  or  the  administration 
on  the  spot. 

Mit.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Towcf 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  think  we  are  entitled 
to  an  answer  from  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Foreign  Office  was  in  an}'  degree,  great  or 
small,  responsible  for  sending  these  troops 
to  Mauritius.  We  have  not  had  a  clear 
answer  to  that  vet. 


*Mu.  BRODRiCK:  After  what  the 
Chairman  has  said  I  cannot  be  expected 
to  go  into  a  question  which  I  am  unable 
to  go  into  fully.  It  has  been  ruled  by  the 
Chairman  that  the  question  of  the  policy 
of  the  War  Office  cannot  be  discussed. 
I  am  perfectly  ready  to  explain  the  policy 
on  which  the  Foreign  Office  acted. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  would  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  whether 
the  War  Office  is  entirely  responsible  for 
sending  these  troops  to  Mauritius. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  that  is 
outside  the  scope  of  the  motion  now 
before  the  Committee. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  OURDON:  I  was 
very  anxious  to  bring  this  question  for- 


907 


Adjournment  of 


I  COMMONS! 


the  House. 


908 


ward  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  in 
order  to  obtain  the  immediate  release  of 
these  men  from  an  unjust  and  cruel 
position. 


Mr.  MADDISON  (  Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  am  very  sorry  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  very 
pertinent  question  of  fact  put  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  He  has  not  attempted 
to  answer  it,  but  has  sheltered  himself 
behind  the  authority  of  the  Chair.  But 
the  Chairman  has  allowed  the  question  to 
be  put,  and  therefore  he  will  allow  an 
answer  to  be  given. 


♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
will  sec  that  I  cannot  stop  a  question 
being  put,  because  I  cannot  know  whether 
it  is  in  order  or  not  until  it  is  put. 


Mr.  MADDISON  :  All  I  can  say  is 
that  it  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs  that  we  are  not  able  to  get  from 
the  representative  of  the  Foreign  Office  j 
an  answer  to  a  question  not  ruled  out  of  I 
order.  The  refusal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  answer  the  question  con- 
firms the  worst  fears  of  many. of  us  with 
respect  to  these  Protectorates.  I  wish 
that  the  account  which  has  been  given  by 
my  hon.  friend  of  the  manner  in  whicn 
this  wretched  corps  was  turned  loose  in 
Mauritius 


♦The  CHAIRMAN :  It  has  just  been 
decided  that  that  question  does  not  pro- 
perly arise. 


*Mr.  WEIR :  The  light  hon.  Gentle- 
man  did  not  say  anything  about  the 
Snider  rifles.  Perhaps  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  would  be  able  to  give  us 
some  information. 


The  UNDER  SECKETARYof  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  I 
told  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  dav 
that  these  troops  are  not  armed  with 
Snider  rifles. 


♦Mr.  WEIR :  The  hon.  Gentleman  evi- 
dently does  not  know  anything  about  it. 
In  the  consular  report  for  the  year 
1898-9  issued  by  the  Foreign  Office  in 
August,  1899,  the  officer  in  command  of 
tfce  armed  forces  of  the  British  Central 
Africa  Protectorate  says — 

"  The  force  is  at  present  armed  with  the 
Snider  rifle,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
party  of  Sikhs,  who  brought  with  them  Martini  - 
Henrys  It  in  to  be  hoped  that  shortlv  the 
whole  of  the  troops  will  1>e  re-armed  with  the 
Martini- Met  ford  rifle**." 


It  l>eing  midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 


Resolutions  to  }>e  reported  to-morrow. 

Committee  also  report  progress  ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 


House  adjourned  at  three  minute* 
after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered 
(according  to  order),  and  suspended  for 
this  day's  sitting. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.l)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  la : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  hav- 
ing been  suspended)  Bill  read  2a;  Commit- 
tee negatived  :  Bill  read  3a,  and  passed. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure ; 
House  resumed. 


ROYAL  ASSENT. 


COMMISSION. 
The  following  Bill  received  the  Royal 
Assent : 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1). 


P  HIV  ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Great  Central  Railway  [h.l.]. 

Caledonian  Railway  [h.l.]. 

Cork,  Bandon,  and  South  Coast  Railway 

[HA.]. 

Glasgow  and   South- Western   Railway 

[H.L.]. 

North  British  Railway  [h.l.]. 

Midland  Great   Western   Railway     of 
Ireland  [h.l.]. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill  :_ 

Leith  Burgh  Provisional  Order  [h.l.]. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with  in 
re8pect  of  the  petition  for  additional 
provision  in  the  following  Bill : — 

Caledonian  Railway  [H.L.]. 

m  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 
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BARNSLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

CALEDONIAN   RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

(PETITION    FOR    ADDITIONAL 
PROVISION.) 

Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Friday  next. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

The  order  of  Tuesday  last  referring  the 
Examiner's  Certificate  to  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  on  Friday  next,  dis- 
charged. 

FOLKESTONE,  SANDGATE,  AND  HYTHE 
!  TRAMROADS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

'      Presented  ;    read  la ;   and  referred  to 
i  the  Examiners. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  GHAT- 
HAM,    AND  DOVER  RAILWAY   BILL 

[h.l.]. 

GUN    BARREL    PROOF    ACT,   1868, 
AMENDMENT    BILL    [H.L.]. 

SCOTTISH  WIDOWS'  FUND  AND  LIFE 
ASSURANCE    SOCIETY    BILL  [H.L.]. 


NEWPORT 


(MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 


GAS 


SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE    TRAMWAYS 
BILL    [h.l.]. 

SHEFFIELD  DISTRICT  RAILWAY  BILL 

[h.l]. 

WIRRALL  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT  BERKHAMPSTEAD  WATER 
BILL    [h.l.]. 

Read  Ua. 

ASTON  MANOR  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

BURNLEY  CORPORATION  [h.l.]. 

CHURCH'S  PATENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 
EAST  SHROPSHIRE  WATER  BILL  [h.l]. 
EAST    STIRLINGSHIRE    WATER    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l. 

EDINBURGH   DISTRICT  LUNACY 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

FALKIRK  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Committed:    The    Committees   to   be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 
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LANCASHIRE  INEBRIATES  ACTS 
BOARD  BILL  [h.l.  J. 
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HEMEL    HEMPSTEAD    CORPORATION  |         DUNDEE  HARBOUR  BILL  [H.L.]. 
(WATER)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

IPSWICH    CORPORATION    TRAMWAYS  j  OTLEY    URBAN    DISTRICT     COUNCIL 
BILL  [H.L.].  J  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

j  SOUTHAMPTON  HARBOUR  BILL  [H.L.]. 
!      Committed. 
LINCOLN  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

MANCHESTER    CORPORATION    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [H.L.]. 


KINGSTONU  PON-THAMES    CORPORA- 
TION BILL  [h.l.]. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COLONIES. 
Annual :  No.   289.     Niger  Coast  Pro- 
MENSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFER)  BILL  I  tectoratc  ;  Report  for  1898-99  :  Presented 


MARGATE   CORPORATION    BILL  [h.l.]. 


(by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  auaiter 
before  Eleven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  23rd  Fdruary,  1900. 


[H.L.]. 

Committed :    The   Committees    to    be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR  BOARD 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

MORLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.] 

MOTHERWELL  AND  BELLSHILL  RAIL-  i 
WAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

MOTHERWELL  WATER  BILL  [h.l.].      j 

MOUNTAIN  ASH  WATER  BILL  [„.,..]■  ^XGz  FK~THE  LORDS. 

NEWPORT  CORPORATION   BILL  [h.l.].         That  thcy  have  agreed  t0_ 

NEWTOWN   AND    LLANLLWCHAIARN         Consnlirlatwl  Fund  Wo   n  Bill 
URBAN  DISTRICT  UAS  BILL  [H.l..].       '       ^°n80lldated  *«««  (Wo-  */«"• 

That  thev  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled-^ 
PAIGNTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER  j  „  An  ^  £  ^fthe   Inebriates  Act^ 
LH.L.J.  (  lg79  to  1899^  for  gcotlaud  »      inebriat=- 

PRESTON  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.].      Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill  [Lords]. 

RAMSGATE  CORPORATION    IMPROVE- 
MENTS  BILL  [H.L.]. 


ROTHERHAM 


CORPORATION 

[H.L.]. 


BILL 


ROTHERHITHE    AND     RATCLIFF 
TUNNEL    BILL    [h.l.]. 


Manuscripts  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

That  thcy  communicate  Copy  of  tfc^< 
Manuscripts  of  the  House  of  LorJL*! 
Volume  I.  (New  Series),  as  desired  bytlmi* 
House. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


i 


SALFORD    CORPORATION    BILL    [h.l.]. 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

SOUTH     ESSEX    WATER    BOARD    BILL  I  PRIVATE  BILLS (STANDING  ORDER  «** 
[h.l.].  I  COMPLIED  WITH). 

SUNDERLAND      CORPORATION      BILL  !      Mr:  SPeaker  ^d  upon  the  Table  Rf 

[H.L.]. 

within(;ton    urban    district 

COUNCIL    BILL    [h.l.]. 
Committed :     The    Committees  to   be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION   (STOCK) 
BILL    [h.l.]. 

BURY    AND     DISTRICT    WATER 
(TRANSFER)   BILL  [h.l.]. 


port  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  <** 
the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  Fir** 
Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  6$ 
has  been  complied  with,  namely  : — 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo    Railway 

Bill. 
Lancashire    and     Yorkshire    Railway 

Bill. 
Wandsworth  and  Putney  Gas  BilL 
Ordered  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  63 
COMPLIED  WITH)  | 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  ' 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  j 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  | 
-case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  I 
first  reading  thereof.  Standing  Order  No. 
€3  has  been  complied  with,  namely  : — 

Glastonbury  and  Street  Gas  Bill. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

CHELSEA  WATER  BILL. 

Order  [12th  February]  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills  read,  and  discharged.  Bill 
withdrawn. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY   BILL. 

in  favour ;  to 


Petition  from  Yoxford, 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from    Prestwich  ; 
and  Stockport ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL. 
Two  Petitions  from  Sheffield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN    COUNCILS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petitions    in   favour,    from     Melrose ; 
Partick  ;    and  Dunbar ;    to  lie  upon  the 
'Table. 


ROYAL  ASSENT. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 1 


NEW    WRIT. 

For  the  County  of  Sligo  (North  Sligo 


sioners. 


1  Division),  in  the  room  of  Bernard  Collery, 


The  House  went ;  and,  being  returned, 

Mr.  Speaker    reported    the    Royal 

Assent  to — 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Act,  19.00. 


esquire    (Chi  Item 
|  Donelan.) 


Hundreds). — (Captain 


PETITIONS. 


BROWNJOHN,  JOHN. 

Petition  of  John  Brownjohn,  for  re- 
cess of  grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table.  • 

i 

GOVERNMENT   PROPERTY  (EXEMP-    ! 
TION  FROM  RATES).  | 

petition  from  Battersea,  for  alteration  I 
«f  kw ;  to  he  upon  the  Table.  ] 

i 

^AL    AUTHORITIES'    OFFICERS'      \ 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Brighton  and 
^ton;  Tottenham;  and  Birkenhead; 
10  Ke  upon  the  Table. 

MIXES    (EIGHT   HOURS)    RILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Fordell ; 
Wdenheath;  Little  Raith ;  Townhill; 
Jjegt  Wemyss;  Morton;  Newton; 
jj^e ;  Staveley ;  Unston  ;  Southgate ; 
^»nge;  Thrybergh;  Gornal;  Oaken- 
""k*;  Aspatria;    Heckmondwike ;   and 

°°dpark ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  (CONSTITUTION 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1899). 

Paper  [presented  22nd  February]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  71.] 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy    presented,  of  Report    No.    289 
(Niger   Coast   Protectorate,    Report    for 
1898-9)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EDUCATION    (SCOTLAND)  (CODE  1900). 

Copy  presented,  of  Code  of  Regula- 
tions for  Day  Schools,  1900,  with  Ap- 
pendices [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ROYAL  PATRIOTIC  COMMISSION. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  19  th  February ;  Mr.  Kearley]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  IN  THE 
PROVINCES  (CONTRIBUTIONS  IN 
LIEU  OF  LOCAL  RATES). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  (1)  the  name 
of  each  union,  parish,  county,  or  muni- 
cipal borough  in  which  the  Government 
occupies  property ;  (2)  the  extent  and 
character  of  such  property  ;  (3)  the  valua- 
tion put  upon  such  property  for  local 
rating;  (4)  the  amount  of  contribution 
paid  to  each  parish,  county,  or  municipal 
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borough  in  the  last  financial  year ;  and  I  applicable  to  the  case,  in  the  fol 
(5)  special  Acts  of   Parliament  (if  any)  I  form : — 


ENGLAND    AND    WALES. 


fS 

Extent  and  character  of 
the  Government  property. 

*    9 
fill 
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Jff*| 
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A.  r.  p. 

SCOTLAND. 
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Extent  «.ml  diameter  of  the 
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IRELAND. 


aty  or  municipal 
rough. 

§ 

1 
I 

c 

o 

Extent  and  character  of 
the  Government  property. 

Valuation  put  upon 
the     Government 
property  for  local 
rating. 

Total  valuation  (rate- 
able value)  of  each 
el pc tori lI  division 

.A  v~  —  £ 

•sis  It, 

< 
3 

J* 

8 

Extent. 

Character. 

§85 b "* 

< 

A.  r.  p. 

(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  312,  of  Session  1898)."— (Str  ABmil 
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GOVERNMENT    PROPERTY    (COUNTY  j  tion   put   upon   such   property   for  local 
OF  LONDON).  ,  rating ;  (4)   the   amount  of  contribution 

Keturn  ordered,  "  showing  (1)  the  name  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  to  each  parish  in  the 
of  each  parish  in  which  the  Government ;  last  financial  year ;  and  (5)  Special  Acts 
occupies  property ;  (2)  the  extent  and  '  of  Parliament  (if  any)  applicable  to  the 
•character  of  such  property ;  (3)  the  valua- '  case,  in  the  following  form  : — 


COUNTY    OF   LONDON. 

i 

Extent  and  character  of 

the  Government  property. 

1 

-:      1 

—■■—■  — 

-J  S  c  t-     * 

■if-  &i 

s;  3  §  t  3 
> 

■(DM1"               I          •    ' — ■  SI 

a.83  o              £  p^S 

i*tfri  1  o^.s 

2.2  §  s~          £^^5 

.3 

a 

£           Extent. 

Character. 

A.    r.     p. 

i 
i 

<in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  309,  of  Session   1898).—  (Sir  Albert 

am.) 


LUNACY    BOARD    (SCOTLAND) 
[SALARIES,    &c.]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
*jfe  Payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  the  salaries  of  the 
secretary  and  clerks  of  the  General  Board 
o*  fommisioners  in  Lunacy  for  Scotland, 
*nd  of  the  expenses  of  the  Board,  and  the 
remuneration  of  the  Commissioners 
■(Queen's  Recommendation  signified),  upon 
Monday  next.  —  (Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.) 

^LECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com-  i 
^ttee   of    Selection :     That    they    had  j 
dominated    &*    following    Members    to  I 
8erve  on  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  ' 
^deration    0I    aU    Bills    relating    to  | 
j*w,  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal : 
procedure  which  may,  by   Order  of  the  • 
JJouse,  be  committed  to  such  Standing 
^mmittee : — Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Atherley- 
"Onea,  Mr.   Atkinson,  Mr.   Barlow,  Mr. 
Jfrtley,  Mr.   Beach,  Mr.   Butcher,   Mr. 
•wew,Mr.   Coghill,   Dr.  Commins,  Mr. 
jWdiffe  Cooke,  Viscount  Cranborne,  Mr. 
^fifc,  Mr.  T.  B.  Curran,  Mr.  Bromley- 


Davenport,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Mr.  Tatton  Egerton,  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot, 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans,  Sir  George  Fardell, 
Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Lewis  Fry,  Mr.  Sydney 
Gedee,  Sir  Frederick  Godson,  Mr.  Gould- 
ing,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene,  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mr.  Harwood,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Helder,  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Staveley 
Hill,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Sir  John  Jenkins, 
Mr.  Johnson-Ferguson,  Mr.  Lees  Knowles, 
Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence,  Sir  Joseph  Leese, 
Mr.  Loder,  Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd,  Mr.  Mac- 
Neill,  Sir  Henry  Meysey  -  Thompson, 
Colonel  Milward,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Lloyd 
Morgan,  Mr.  Mount,  Mr.  Graham  Murray, 
Captain  Norton,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Sir 
Francis  Powell,  Colonel  Pryce-Jones,  Sir 
.Robert  Reid,  Mr.  Rentoul,  Secretary  Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts, 
Sir  Andrew  Scoble,  Mr.  Parker  Smith, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Ure,  Sir  Howard 
Vincent,  Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth},  Mr. 
Warr,  Sir  James  Woodhouse,  and  Mr 
Woods. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection :  That  they  had 
nominated  the  following  Members  to 
serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  for  the 
consideration  of  all  Bills  relating  to  Trade 
(including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping,  and  Manufacture  : — Mr.  Attor- 
ney General,   Mr.  Baird,  Lord  Balcarres, 
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Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Beckett,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Burt,  Sir 
Charles  Cayzer,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Charming,  Mr.  Cohen, 
Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings,  Sir  John  Colomb,  Sir 
Charles  Dalrymple,  Mr.  Daly,  Mr. 
Doughty,  Mr.  Duckworth,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Farrell,  Sir  Robert  Penrose-FitzGerald, 
Sir  Henry  Fowler,  Mr.  Galloway,  Sir 
Edward  Gourley,  Sir  Reginald  Hanson, 
Mr.  Harrington,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Sir 
Edward  Hill,  Sir  William  Houldsworth, 
Major  Jameson,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Sir  James 
Joicey,  Mr.  Kemp,  Sir  Thomas  Lea,  Sir 
Elliott  Lees,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mr. 
Walter  Long,  Colonel  Long,  Dr.  Mac 
Donnell,  Colonel  Mellor,  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu,  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  Mr.  Old- 
royd,  Mr.  Parkes,  Colonel  Pilkington, 
Mr.  Power,  Mr.  Provand,  Sir  James 
Rankin,  Mr.  Renshaw,  Sir  Thomas 
Richardson,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Mr.  Round,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Sidebottom,  Sir  Barrington  Simeon, 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Strachey,  Mr. 
James  Stuart,  Mr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son,  Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  George  Whiteley, 
Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr.  John 
Wilson  (Falkirk),  Mr.  Wolff,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Young. 

Reports  to  He  upon  the  Table. 


provisions,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  William  Abraham, 
Sir  Henrv  Bemrose,  Colonel  Chaloner„ 
Mr.  Cloiigh,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr. 
Ather ley-Jones,  Major  Rasch,  and  Mr- 
Herbert  Rf  >1  >ertson. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Law  as  to  the  qualifica- 
,  tions  and  tenure  of  office  of  sanitary  in- 
spectors, and  to  make  other  relative  pro- 
1  visions,"   presented,   and   read    the   first 
1  time  ;  to  be   read   a   second    time   upon: 
Tuesdav  next,  and  to  be  [printed.      [Bill 
100.] 

LAND  DEDICATION. 

Bill  to  facilitate  the  Dedication  of  Land 
to  the  public  enjoyment,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in   by  Sir    John   Brunner,  Mr. 

!  Bryce,  Lord  Balearres,  M  r.  Thomas  Shaw* 

|  Mr.  Carson,  and  Mr.  Billson. 

LAND  DEDICATION  BILL. 

"  To  facilitate  the  Dedication  of  Lanc^ 

i  to  the  public  enjoyment,''  presented,  anci 

|  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  seeoiMrJl 

time  upon  Mondav,  5th  March,,  aud  to  h« 

printed.     [Bill  101.] 


QUESTIONS.. 


NEW  BILLS. 

COUNTY  COURTS. 
Bill  to  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Courts,  and  to  amend  the  Acts  , 
relating   or  giving  Jurisdiction    thereto,  • 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.   Monk, 
Sir   Henry  Fowler,  Sir  Charles   Palmer, 
Sir   Alfred  Hickman,    Mr.    Jacoby,   and 
Mr.  Cruddas. 

COUNTY  COURTS  BILL. 
"  To  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Courts,  and  to  amend  the 
Acts  relating  or  giving  Jurisdiction 
thereto,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  . 
Thursday,  8th  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  99.) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 
Bill  to  amend  the  Law  as  to  the  quali- ; 
fications  and  tenure  of  office  of  sanitary  ' 
inspectors    and  to  make    other   relative  , 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR— GENER^I* 
MACDONALD'S    INJURY. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  Can 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  give  the 
House  any  information  as  to  the  nature  °| 
the  wound  received  by  Major-General 
Hector  Macdonald. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  afraid  I  have  no  particulars. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarv°,! 
Boroughs) :  Is  there  any  news  from  the 
seat  of  war  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No. 


BOER 


PROCLAMATIONS    OF 
ANNEXATION. 


Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  l 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tbe 
Colonies  whether,  in  reference  to  theGoV^ 
nor  of  NataPs  telegraphic  despatch  of  4&\ 
November,  1899,  reporting  tne  issue  tv 
the  Boers  of  a  proclamation  annexing  w 
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he  Orange  Free  State  the  Upper  Tugela 
listrict  of  Natal,  and  to  his  subsequent 
lespatch  of  4th  November,  1899,  report- 
ng  the  confirmation  by  the  magistrate  at 
Liadysmith  of  the  rumoured  issue  of  a 
proclamation  annexing  to  the  Orange  Free 
State  the  Upper  Tugela  division,  he  has 
received  any  further  confirmation  of  the 
issue  of  these  proclamations,  and  can  give 
the  dates  of  their  issue  and  their  terms. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  No,  Sir,  the  proclama- 
tion at  p.  241  of  Cd.  43  issued  by  Com- 
mandant General  Joubert  did  not  in 
termsannounce  annexation,  and  I  have  also 
to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Presidents  mentioned  in  my 
answer  to  him  of  the  19th  of  February. 

DUTCH   DISLOYALTY  AT  SIMONS- 
TOWN. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  is  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make  a  statement  as  to  the  three 
Dutch  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  formerly 
in  custody  at  Simonstown,  who  were 
removed  to  a  district  where  martial  law 
had  been  proclaimed,  and  as  to  whom  a 
writ  was  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court 
calling  upon  their  custodian  to  show 
cause  why  they  were  so  detained. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  not 
vet  heard  from  Sir  A.  Milner  in  reply  to 
my  inquiry,  but  I  am  reminding  him. 

REGIMENTAL    TITLES— ROYAL  SCOTS 
GREYS. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
*W  whether,  in  publishing  from  the 
**ar  Office  reports  of  movements  or 
Casualties  in  South  Africa,  he  can  see  his 
*av  to  give  to  the  Second  Dragoons, 
J-rtner  in  place  of  or  additional  to  that 
I^ignation,  their  other  official  title  of 
^°yal  Scots  Greys,  to  prevent  unneces- 
^fy  uncertainty  and  anxiety  to  relations 
and  friends  of  those  serving  with  the 
^pment  who  know  it  as  the  Scots  Greys, 
^  may  never  have  heard  it  called  the 
^nd  Dragoons. 

JT^  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
JJATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
^er):  The  insertion  of  such  supple- 
^tary    titles    for    all    the    regiments 
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|  would  only  occasion  delay  in  the  publica- 
I  tion  of  the  news,  a  result  to  be  avoided. 
I  No  exception  could  be  made  ;  what  is 
!  done  for  one  unit  would  have  to  be  clone 
j  for  all. 

|  Colonel  WELBY  :  May  I  point  out 
i  that  the  Greys  are  peculiar  in  that  they 
J  enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
i  regiment  not  called  by  the  official  title  ] 

!  *Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  at  all 
:  sure  that  all  the  other  regiments  in  the 
!  Army  would  accord  the  Scots  Greys  that 
;  distinction.  We  find  it  necessary  to  stick 
I  to  the  official  titles  of  these  regiments, 
!  for  which  there  are  code  words. 


I  IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY— EQUIPMENT, 
;  PAY,  ETC. 

Dr.      FARQUHARSON      (Aberdeen- 
I  shire,    W.) :  I    beg   to    ask    the    Under 
i  Secretary     of     State    for  War    whether 
!  twenty  out  of  the  hundred  men  of  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  quartered  at  Kensing- 
ton   Barracks    have   been    affected  with 
pneumonia ;  whether,  out  of  their  pay  of 
1  5s.  per  diem,  4s.  is  deducted  for  rations ; 
i  and   whether    any  greatcoats  have  been 
|  issued  to  them,  and  whether  to  secure  an 
;  overcoat    many    of    them   have   paid    a 
shilling  a   day   to   one    of   the     regular 
I  troops  for  the  loan  of  his  greatcoat. 

!  *Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Imperial 
!  Yeomanry  Committee  have  supplied  me 
!  with  the  following  information  : — There 
|  has  been  no  case  of  pneumonia.  The  pay 
I  of  the  troopers  is  Is.  2d.  a  day,  with  3d. 
;  messing  allowance  and  free  rations  ;  from 
-  this  4d.  only  is  deducted.  The  company 
i  was     equipped     with     greatcoats     regi- 

mentally.  The  officer  commanding 
'  reports     that     all     were     equipped     on 

February  10th. 

Mr.  \T)XALL  (Nottinghamshire,  W.)  : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 

for   War   whether   any   of   the  Imperial 

Yeomanry    not    yet  embarked   are   still 

without  pay  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  of 

daily  drill,  since  being  sworn  in ;  whether 

it   was   intimated  to    volunteers  for  the 

Imperial  Yeomanry  that  all  equipments 

j  would  be  found  for  them  ;  and  whether, 

I  notwithstanding,  it  is  necessary  for   an 

!  Imperial  Yeoman  himself  to   provide    a 

I  portion   of    the   outfit,   such    as    under- 

I  clothing,  lx)ots,  and  gaiters. 
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♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  regard  to  the 
pay  full  instructions  on  this  subject  have 
been  issued  by  the  War  Office  and  the 
Yeomanry  Committee.  If  any  case  of 
non-pay intent  has  occurred  it  would  appear 
to  have  been  due  to  local  inadvertence. 
In  regard  to  the  equipment,  a  capitation 
grant  was  made  which  was  accepted  by 
the  Yeomanry  Committee  as  sufficient  to 
cover  the  provision  of  such  articles  of 
equipment  as  were  considered  necessary. 
It  is  possible  that  as  the  Yeomanry  were 
raised  under  local  arrangements  the  com- 
manding officers  may,  in  some  cases,  have 
considered  it  necessary  that  the  men 
should  be  more  completely  equipped,  but 
there  is  no  official  knowledge  of  such 
cases.  It  is,  however,  understood  that 
local  funds  have  been  subscribed  to  meet 
demands  of  that  character. 


MISCONDUCT    OF    GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTORS. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Denbigh  Boroughs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  in  the  public  interest, 
he  will  state  the  names  of  the  contractors 
and  officers  who  have  been  found  guilty 
of  misconduct  in  connection  with  the 
senditig  of  stores  for  the  use  of  Her 
Majesty's  field  force  in  South  Africa ; 
and  whether  there  are  proceedings  of  a 
criminal  nature  which  can  be  taken 
against  contractors  or  officers  guilty  of 
supplying  or  passing  defective  stores.* 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  In  all  cases 
where  misconduct  has  occurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  sending  of  stores  or 
supplies  for  Her  Majesty's  Army  in  South 
Africa  the  contractors  have  been  struck  off 
the  list ;  but  the  Secretary  of  State  does 
not  at  present  see  any  necessity  to  make 
public  the  names  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Why  should  not  their  names  be  made 
public  ?  Ought  not  the  community  to  be 
warned  against  cheats  of  this  kind  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  :  May 
I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  if  he 
does  not  see  his  way  to  give  the  names, 
he  will  tell  us  the  number  of  such  con- 
tractors ? 


Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Has  the  hon.  Gentleman  any 
objection  to  lay  a  return  on  the  Table 
giving  particulars  as  to  these  contractors  ? 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  Is  there  any  hope  of  these 
contractors  being  prosecuted  1 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  In 
the  only  cases  that  have  occurred  the 
question  of  prosecution  was  considered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  submitted  for 
legal  advice,  and  the  legal  advice  given 
was  that  no  prosecution  would  succeed. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:   The  hon. 

Gentleman  has  not  answered  my  question 

whether  he  sees  any  objection  to  lay  a 

return  on  the  Table  giving  the  names  and 

,  addresses  of  these  persons. 

♦Mr.     J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  a  If 
■  my  right  hon.  friend  will  put  a  questioi  * 
upon  the  Paper,  I  will  consider  it. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.):ls 
there  any  possible  reason  for  screenint^ 
these  people  1 


[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  : 
War  Office  all  over. 


That  is  th* 


*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS : 
number  is  exceedingly  small. 


The 


I  NAVAL  SERVICES-RE-ENGAGE- 
MENTS, 
i  *Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
i  mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  oi 
|  the  Admiralty  what  was  the  percentage 
I  of  men  who,  in  each  of  the  years  1897, 
!  1898,  and  1899,  completed  the  full  period 

of  service  of  twelve  years,  and  left  the 
1  service  instead   of   re  -  engaging  in  the 

following  branches  of  the  Naval  service 
i  respectively — namely,  Royal  Navy  Exe- 
i  cutive  Branch,  Royal  Navy  Engineer 
1  Branch,    Royal    Marine   Artillery,    *n" 

Royal  Marine  Light  Infantry. 

!      The   FIRST    LORD    of    the    AD- 

I  MIRALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  Georze's, 

Hanover  Square) :  Time  does  not  acfo|Ut 

of  the  calculations  being  worked  out  *j 

as  to  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  hon.  *^ 

I  gallant   Member   to-day,  but    I  shall  "* 

I  happy  to  send  him  the  desired  inforfl^ 

tion  in  so  far  as  the  available  statiatl0i 

j  may  enable  me  to  do  so. 

;  *Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  Will  the  rig** 
!  hon.  Gentleman  kindly  let  me  have  l 
1  before  Monday  1 
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Mr.  GOSCHEN:  It  will  take  some 
time  to  get  the  information,  but  I  will  do 
mv  l>est. 


MEDITERRANEAN    FLEET— CHANNEL 
SQUADRON— PROMOTIONS. 

*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  was  the 
length   of   service   of    each   of    the   flag 
officers  now  serving  in  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet  and   Channel   Squadron   from   the 
date   of  promotion   to  lieutenant  to  the  ; 
date  of  first  hoisting  their  flags  after  pro- 
motion  to   flag  rank :  and  how  much  of 
that  service  was  spent  in  sea  going  ships. 
I  tag  also  to   ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  what   has  been   the  length  of 
time  spent   as   commissioned   officers  in 
ships  of  war  by  the  senior  gunnery  lieu- 
tenant and   the   senior  engineer,  marine 
artillery,  and  marine  infantry  officers  who 
are    now   serving  in   the   Mediterranean 
Fle«?t  and  Channel  Squadron  respectively. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  The  questions  only 
appeared  on  the  Paper  this  morning,  and 
1  must  ask  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  to 
postpone  them  in  order  to  give  me  time 
to  make  the  necessary  inquiries. 

DEPTFORD  VICTUALLING  YARD 
LABOURERS 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty whether,  seeing  that  the  labourers 
in  Deptford  Victualling  Yard  receive  less 
than  the  current  rate  of  wages  in  the 
locality,  and  seeing  that  they  have  been 
forking  for  abnormally  long  hours  at 
high  pressure  for  some  months  past,  he 
*iU  consider  the  advisability  of  recognis- 
lng  their  devotion  to  duty  by  granting 
them  a  slight  increase  in  the  rate  of  pay 
for  overtime. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  fact  that  the 
labourers  in  Deptford  Victualling  Yard 
^ve  been  working  for  abnormally  long 
hours  at  high  pressure  for  some  months 
Past  has  not  escaped  my  attention,  and 
for  some  time  I  have  been  considering  the 
Possibility  of  some  recognition.  I  am 
no*  endeavouring  to  obtain  an  exact 
statement  of  the  amount  of  overtime. 


directly  before  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the  com- 
position of  that  Committee :  and  seeing 
that  the  inventor  has  to  submit  drawings 
of  his  invention  in  duplicate,  will  he  state 
what  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  such  in- 
ventions from  being  pirated. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Inventions  may  or 
may  not  be  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee.  It  depends  on  the 
nature  of  the  invention.  If  any  inventor 
asks  to  have  his  proposals  treated  as  con- 
fidential, they  are  so  treated.  When  the 
invention  is  patented  no  such  necessity 
arises. 

IRISH  HORSES  FOR  THE  ARMY. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  agents  are  at  pre- 
sent employed  by  the  War  Office  to  pur- 
chase horses  in  the  south  of  Ireland  ;  and 
what  are  the  standard  prices  now  paid 
for  the  various  classes  required. 

!  *Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  local  agents 
are  employed  by  the  War  Office  to  pur 

;  chase  horses.  All  purchases  are  made  by 
officers  of  the  Department.  The  standard 
prices  for  cavalry  horses  range  from  £45 
to  £50,  and  for  mounted  infantry  cobs 

,  they  are  £30. 

,  Captain  DONELAN:  Is  the  hon. 
j  Gentleman  aware  that  the  best  horses  in 
.  the  world  are  bred  in  the  south  of  Ire- 
!  land — Galtee  More,  for  instance  ? 


[No  answer  was  given.] 


ARMY    CLOTHING     DEPARTMENT- 
PROPOSED    IRISH    BRANCH. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
.  for  War  whether  the  War  Office  will 
;  establish  a  branch  of  the  Army  Clothing 
]  Department  in  Ireland,  and  make  that 
:  branch  responsible  for  the  inspection  of 
'  all  clothing  supplied  to  Her  Majesty's 
|  troops  stationed  in  Ireland. 

'  *Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No,  Sir.  It  would 
not  be  either  expedient  from  an  inspection 
point  of  view  or  necessary  from  a  supply 
point  of  view. 


VOLUNTEERS-PAY 
TRAINING. 


DURING 


War  office  and  inventions. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  | 
***retary  of  State  for  War  whether  in-       Captain    SINCLAIR :    I  beg  to  ask 
v«itiona  submitted  to  the  War  Office  go  j  the   Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
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whether,  in  the  event  of  the  Volunteers 
being  assembled  for  one  month's  training, 
it  is  intended  that  they  shall  receive  the 
full  pay  and  allowances  of  the  Regular 
forces  during  that  period,  including  the 
cost  of  travelling  to  and  from  their 
homes. 

♦Mr.  WYXDHAM:  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  await  the  Regulations 
which  will  shortly  be  published. 


ARTILLERY    IN   INDIA. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  what  is  the  number  of  lotteries 
with  quick-firing  attachment  serving  in 
India  ;  also  the  number  of  howitzer  guns. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)  :  The  question  of  what 
pattern  of  quick-firing  attachment  for 
artillery  in  India  should  be  adopted  is 
receiving  and  has  received  careful  con- 
sideration ;  but  as  improvements  are  l>eing 
made  it  is  desirable  to  test  the  carriages 
so  improved  before  they  are  introduced 
wholesale  as  a  service  pattern.  There 
are,  according  to  the  latest  return,  ten 
howitzers  with  heavy  lotteries  of  artillery 
in  India.  In  addition  to  these  there  are 
a  large  number  with  garrison  artillery,  in 
siege  trains,  in  forts  and  arsenals  ;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  I 
should  state  the  numbers. 


PLAGUE  AND  FAMINE  IN  INDIA. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  give  the 
latest  information  as  to  the  number  of 
deaths  from  plague  at  Bombay ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  whether  any  material 
change  has  taken  place  in  reference  to 
famine  statistics  since  he  last  gave  the 
House  information  as  to  the  serious  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  famine-stricken 
districts  in  India. 

LordG.  HAMILTON  :  The  number  of 
deaths  in  Bomlmy  City  from  plague 
during  the  week  ending  February  15th 
was  583.  The  number  for  the  corre- 
sponding week  in  the  preceding  year  was 
712.  As  regards  the  famine,  tne  latest 
estimate  of  the  area  affected  is  now  445,000 
square  miles,  and  that  of  the  population 
affected    sixty-one    and  a   half   millions, 


as  against  550,000  square  miles  and  forty- 
nine  millions,  which  were  the  figures 
given  by  me  in  answer  to  a  question  on 
the  1st  of  this  month.  The  number  of 
persons  in  receipt  of  relief  is  now  about 
four  millions,  as  against  three  millions  in 
the  corresponding  week  of  1897.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  relief  arrangements  are 
more  advanced  than  they  were  in  1897, 
the  people  are  more  ready  to  accept  relief, 
prices  arc  on  the  whole  less  high,  and  the 
death-rates  in  the  famine  districts,  so  far 
as  yet  known,  arc  lower. 

an(;lo-c;erman  African  boundary 
commission. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  will  say  when  the  report  of  the 
Anglo-German  Boundary  Commission, 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  defining  the 
international  boundary  in  the  districts 
lying  between  Lakes  Tanganyika  and 
Nyassa  will  be  issued. 

♦TheUNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for   FOREIGN  AFFAIRS   (Mr.  Brod- 
rick,    Surrey,    Guildford)  :    The    reporU 
could  not  be  issued  without  the  consents 
of  the  German  Government,  with  whoir^ 
discussions  are  in  progress  as  to  the  fina^l 
form  to  be  taken  by  the  recommendation.  «s 
of  the  Commission. 

BRITISH  CENTRAL  AFRICA— RUBBER 
TRADE. 
Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  value  of  rubber  im- 
ported from  the  British  Central 
Africa  Protectorate  through  Chiromo 
amounted  during  the  year  1898-9  to 
£10,233  18s.,  as  compared  with 
£1,044  17s.  6d.  in  1897-8,  showing  ** 
increase  of  over  £9,000  in  one  year;  and 
will  he  state  whether  any  efforts  are 
being  made  to  regulate  the  mode  °* 
collecting  rubl>er  juice,  so  as  to  prevent 
destruction   of  the  rubber  vines. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Yes,  it  is  so  stated 
in  the  last  report  on  the  Protectorate- 
Regulations  regulating  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  rubber  were  issued  on  the  1st 
of  September  last. 

BRITISH  CENTRAL  AFRICA— NUMB&* 
AND  ARMS  OF  TROOPS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Und£ 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  t#** 
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the  number  of  troops  in  the  British 
Central  Africa  Protectorate,  and  how 
many  are  armed  with  the  Snider  rifle ; 
and  will  he  say  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
re-arm  the  whole  of  the  troops  with  rifles 
of  a  more  modern  pattern ;  and,  if  so, 
when. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  military  force 
consists  of  (a)  Indian  contingent,  three 
officers,  215  Sikhs  ;  (b)  Native  contingent, 
nine  British  officers,  1,070  Native  troops. 
As  stated  in  the  answer  to  the  question 
on  the  19th  instant,  steps  were  taken  last 
year  to  re-arm  the  whole  force  with  the 

•303  Martini-Enfield  rifle. 


BRITISH  NORTH  BORNEO. 
MR.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  is  now  pre- 
pared to  state  the  nature  of  the  differences 
which  arose  between  the  British  North 
Borneo  Company  and  Mat  Salleh,  and 
which  resulted  in  an  expedition,  composed 
of  1 50  of  the  company's  police,  being  sent 
against  him. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Mat  Salleh  incited 
the  natives  of  the  Tambunan  and  Tegaa 
districts,  in  the   territory  of  the    North 
Borneo  Company,  to  inter-tribal  feuds,  and 
the    Tambunans   petitioned  the  company 
to  build  a  station  in  their  district,  and  to 
place  a  European  officer  there  to  protect 
them.    While  the  station  was  l>eing  built 
Mat  iSalleh  visited  a  chief  in  Brunei  terri- 
tory, and  purchased  gunpowder  with  the 
avowed  object  of  creating  disturlmnce  in 
the  company's   territory.     The  company 
continued  to  send  friendly  messages  to 
hun,  but  he  adopted  a  hostile   attitude, 
wid  two  of  the    company's    messengers 
*ere  murdered  by  his  followers.     Nego- 
tiations were  broken  off,  and  the  company 
kving  received   proof  that   Mat  Salleh 
W  instigated  the  murders,  and  was  in- 
citing the  natives  to  rebellion,  sent  the 
expedition  against  him. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  Will  the  correspondence 
*  kid  on  the  Table? 

l^o  answer  was  given.] 


I 


pAlR  WAGE  CLAUSES  IN   LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

M  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
?J2>  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
^etary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
xaa&  whether  he  will  communicate  with 


the  Local  Government  Boardr  the  Scotch 
Office,  and  the  Irish  Office,  as  to  the- 
possibility  of  agreeing  to  an  address  for 
a  return  showing  the  form  of  the  various 
fair  wage  clauses  for  contracts  adopted 
by  the  several  local  authorities  for  the 
three  kingdoms. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for. 
,'thk  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M< 
1  White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  If   the   right   hon.    Baronet   will   let  me 

know  rather  more  precisely  what  he 
I  wants,  and  particularly  as  to  the  local 
j  authorities  from  whom  he  desires  the 
■  information  obtained,  I  shall  be  glad  to 

consult  the  departments  mentioned  and 
I  to  see  if  I  can  meet  his  wishes. 

'      PUBLIC1    EXHIBITIONS    OF    WILD 
ANIMALS. 

i  Mr.  H.  I).  GREENE  (Shrewsbury):- 
|  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
!  Home  Department,  whether  local  authori- 
I  ties  have  power,  by  means  of  bye-laws,  to 
1  regulate  the  public  exhibition  and  per- 
1  formances  of  wild  animals  and  reptiles,. 
1  and  the  keeping  of  them  in  populous 
|  places ;  whether  legislation  is  required  to 
i  prevent  alarms  and  casualties  arising  from 
i  such   exhibitions   and   the   possession    of 

such  animals,  and  to  protect  them  from 
'  cruelty ;     and     whether    Her    Majesty's 

Government  will  either  invite  local 
1  authorities   to   exercise  their  powers,  or 

will  introduce  legislation  with  these 
1  objects. 

*Sik   M.    WHITE    RIDLEY:    County 
i  and   borough    councils    could,    I    think, 
under   their   general    powers   of   making 
bye-laws  for  good  rule  and  government 
and  the  suppression  of  nuisances,  regulate- 
the  keeping  and  exhibition  of  wild  animals 
in  so  far  as  annoyance,  danger,  and   the 
like   might   be    caused    to    the    general 
public.     The  bye-laws  could  not  deal  with 
cruelty   to   the   animals  themselves,   the 
better  prevention  of   which  is  a  matter 
1  that  needs  legislation.     I  cannot  promise 
that  the  Government  will  take  the   ini.- 
;  tiative  at  the  present  time,  but   I  shall  be 
glad  to  consider  favourably  any  bye-laws 
,  that  may  be  submitted  to  me  on  the  one 
1  point  or  any  Bill  which  my  hon.  friend  or 
any  other  member  of  the  House  may  in- 
troduce on  the  other. 

PUBLIC   DRINKING  WATER, 
i      Mr.    CORNWrALLIS   (Maidstone):    I 
I  beg  to  ask   the  President  of  the  Local 
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Government  Board  if  he  intends  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  this  session  to  safeguard  to 
customers  the  supply  of  drinking  water 
by  companies  and  others. 
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make  the  consequential  provisions  which 
would  lie  necessary  in  their  opinion  if  a 
transfer  was  made  to  one  of  these 
councils  of  all  the  powers  of  overseers. 


CENSUS  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Mit.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notting- 

1  hamshire,    Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 

I  whether  the  instructions  issued  under  the 

Bill  for  taking  the  decennial  census  will 

be  laid  before  Parliament. 


There   will    be 
the  instructions 


The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  am  preparing 
.a  Bill,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  introduce  it 
very  shortly. 

MAIDSTONE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
REGISTRARS. 

Mr.  CORNWALLIS:  I  beg  to  ask 
.the   President  of  the  Local  Government  • 

Board  on  what  grounds  the  Board  gave 

their  consent  to  the  recent  application  of  ; 

the  Registrar  General  to  unite  the  West  j 

Maidstone    sub-district    with     the    East 

Maidstone      sulxlistriet,      against      the 

unanimously  expressed  opposition  of  the  j 
.guardians     of     the     Maidstone    Union  ; 

whether  this  course  was  adopted  on  the 
.advice  ©f  the  Local  Government  Board's  ;  " — *  r--o  . *-  - 

inspector  ;  and  whether  he  will  now  take    partem  Railway  Company  with  regard  tc* 
r  *       >f  the    tne    ln*provements    at    their   station  ^.t 


Mr.    CHAPLIN: 

objection   to  laving 
the  Table. 


GREAT    EASTERN  RAILWAY— PETEK 
BOROUGH  RAILWAY  STATION. 

♦Mr.  MONCKTON  (Northamptonshire, 
N.) :  I  )>eg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  any,  and,  if  sc^ 
what,  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Grea^. 


steps  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes 
.guardians  in  the  matter. 

Mr.    CHAPLIN  :     I    have    not 
received     the     information     from 
Registrar   General.      Perhaps    the 
Member  will  postpone  the  question. 


Peterborough,    so    long    and     so    ofte?n 

Promised;   and    whether    the    Board  of 
rade  consider  them  proper  and  adequate 
the    for  the  present  conditions  of  traffic  at 
hon.    that  station,  and  also  satisfactory  for  the 
convenience  and  safety  of  the  travelling 
public. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
In  reply  to  communications  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  the  company  replied  on 

r-: „     January  18th  last:— (1)  "That  the  p*r- 

the  Local  Government  Board,  which  can,    manent  way  alterations  are  well  in  hand? 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  AS  OVER- 
SEERS—WORCESTER  CORPORATION. 

Mr.  ALLSOPP  (Worcester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  can  explain  why 


under  Section  33  of  the  Local  Govern 
merit  Act,  1894,  confer  on  a  municipal 
corporation  the  powers  of  overseers,  de- 
clined to  accede  to  the  applications  of  the 
Corporation  of  Worcester  and  other  cor- 
porations for  the  transfer  of  such  powers, 
seeing  that,  by  the  recent  London  Govern- 
ment Act,  1899,  Parliament,  in  opposition 
to  the  expressed  views  of  the  Board,  con 


but  the  progress  is  greatly  retarded  uj 
consequence  of  the  busy  state  of  the  yard 
on  weekdays,  so  that  most  of  the  work 
has  to  be  carried  out  on  the  Sunday,  r. 
further  alteration  has  been  suggested 
which  the  directors  have  ordered  to  ■* 
carried  out,  and  the  engineer  has  *** 
ceived  instructions  to  push  on  the  w01* 
with  all  speed."  And  on  the  20th  inst.  tb*J 


stituted  the   London  municipal  councils    the  company's  engineer  states  : — (2)"Tb* 

he  is  pushing  on  the  alterations  at  P6^ 
borough  station  with  all  possible  spe6^ 
having  due  regard  to  the  requirement*  ° 
the  traffic."     The  Board  must   defer  e*g 
pressing  any  opinion  on  the  improvem^*1 
until  they  are  completed. 


overseers  of  their  districts. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  The  Local  Govern- . 
ntent  Board  have  in  a  large  number  of  | 
cases  conferred  on  the  councils  of  lwroughs  ; 
and  urban  districts  the  power  to  appoint 
overseers,  and  have  also  transferred  to  , 
them  certain  powers  of  overseers ;  but 
they  declined  to  accede  to  the  application 
in  this  case  because  thev  are  advised  that 


CARRIAGE  OF  DOGS  ON 
Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE:  I 


RAILWA*^' 


beg  to 


their  powers  would  not  enable  them  to    the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricul*11*^ 
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whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  provision  afforded  by  railway  com- 
jmnies  for  the  maintenance  and  transport 
of  dogs  consigned  by  them;  and  whether 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  or  the  Board  of 
Ti-ade  have  any,  and  what,    power  to  im- 
prove   the   accommodation    supplied    by 
railway  companies  for  the  conveyance  of 
dogs,  and  to  secure  the  proper  cleansing 
and    disinfection    of  )>oxes   and    lockers 
used  by  railway  companies  ;  and   if  not, 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
introduce  legislation   with  that  object,  or 
effect  it  by  amendments  of  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Act,  1894. 

*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool,  West  Derby) :  I  have  been  in  com- 
munication l>oth  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  the  Railway  Companies'  Association 
«>n  this  subject,  and  I  am  informed  that 
the  use  of  lx>xes  and  lockers  such  as 
those  to  which  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
refers  is  gradually  being  discontinued,  and 
that  the  practice  generally  adopted  is  to 
,f>nvey  dogs  in  luggage  vans  where 
accommodation  is  specially  set  apart  for 
them,  the  vans  being  cleansed  after  use. 
I  doubt  whether  legislation  on  this  sub 
ject,  either  by  Act  of  Parliament  or  by 
a*iy  Order  which  it  is  in  my  power  or 
that  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  issue,  is 
feasible  or  practicable,  but  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  consider  any  suggestions  which 
taay  be  made  to  me,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
er*deavour  to  induce  the  railway  com- 
panies to  take  further  steps  to  remove 
my  cause  for  complaint. 


FOOT    AND    MOUTH    DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
'^K  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
^>riculture  whether  the  modified  order 
u>  >>e  issued  on  Saturday  will  meet  the 
(,a%e  of  small  farmers  and  others  who  may 
re<Jiiire,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  to  send  a 
c1>Mr  to  a  neighbouring  fai-m  and  back  for 
^4*ck  purposes. 

*\Ir,  LONG  :  The  new  order  permits 
mc»vement  within  the  outlying  portion  of 
^e  scheduled  district  for  the  pui-poses  of 
feeding,  isolation,  or  lambing,  subject  to 
Attain  prescribed  conditions,  but   these 
t(mditions  could  not  very  well  be  com- 
plied with   where   movement    for   stock 
I^trposes  takes  place,  and  I  cannot  there- 
lore  as  yet  afford  relief  in  this  direction 


without  danger  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  But  I  recognise  the  importance 
of  the  matter  in  many  cases,  and  I  hope 
to  be  able  before  very  long  to  make  pro- 
visions respecting  it. 

REORGANISATION     OF    THE 
EDUCATION   OFFICE. 

♦Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  his  answer  of  the  loth  instant, 
stating  that  the  report,  of  the  Committee 
for  the  reorganisation  of  the  Education 
Office  is  for  the  most  part  carried  out  as 
soon  as  made,  is  to  be  understood  to- 
mean  that  action  may  be  taken  by  the 
Lord  President  upon  a  report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  matters  of 
office  organisation  without  regard  to  the 
privilege  of  Parliament  under  the  Board 
of  Education  Act  of  last  session,  by  which 
the  draft  of  the  Orders  in  Council  dealing 
with  the  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the 
Charity  Commission  and  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  must  be  submitted  to  each 
House  of  Parliament  for  one  month 
before  taking  effect  :  and  whether  it  will, 
be  necessary  to  delay  the  organising  and 
manning  of  the  Education  Office,  so  that 
regard  may  be  had  to  that  necessary 
preliminary  assignment  of  functions  on 
which  all  proper  organisation  must  be 
based,  and  over  which  Parliament  has 
been  given  direct  control  by  the  aforesaid 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University)  :  No  ;  the  new  functions  to 
be  conferred  on  the  Board  of  Education 
by  Orders  in  Council  cannot  be  finally 
provided  for  until  such  orders  are  passed 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  Section  5  of 
the  Act.  But  the  provision  to  be  made 
for  performing  the  existing  functions  of 
the  Committee  of  Council,  to  which  the 
reports  of  the  Organising  Committee 
hitherto  made  exclusively  refer,  need  not 
be  delaved. 


TECHNICAL    INSTRUCTION  GRANTS— 
TECHNOLOGY. 

♦Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  the  Techni- 
cal Instruction  Department  under  the  new 
Board  of  Education  will  place  the  teaching 
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of  technology  in  the  same  position  us  re-  I 
gards  State  aid  as  the  teaching  of  science 
and  art. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  Treasury  grants 
to  Technical  Instruction  were  suspended 
(except  in  Ireland)  in  the  year  1891  in 
consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Local 
Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Act,  1 890, 
which  placed  large  funds  raised  by 
Imperial  taxation  at  the  disposal  of  local 

:  authorities.    Since  that  date  the  functions 

•of  the  Committee  of  Council  in  reference 
to  technical  instruction  have  l>een  of  a 
very  limited  character.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  conjecture  before  the  new  Board 

•of  Education  is  constituted  what  it  may 
do  ;  but  I  should  think  it  improl>able  that 

ithe  subjects  for  which  Exchequer  grants 

;are  made  will  be  extended. 


EDUCATIONAL    CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

♦Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask 
*the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  the  finan- 
cial arrangements  of  the  Consultative 
Committee  under  the  new  Education  Bill 
will  be  identical  with  those  usual  in  the 
•case  of  Mem))ers  serving  on  Royal 
Commissions. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  Consultative  Committee  are 
:nt  present  under  the  consideration  of  the 
'Government. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford 
•University) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether  universities  and  other 
l>odie8  concerned  with  teaching  will  be 
invited  to  nominate  persons  for  appoint- 
ment on  the  Consultative  Committee 
-created  by  the  Board  of  Education  Act ; 
and  whether  regulations  or  terms  of 
reference  under  which  the  advisory  duties 
of  the  Committee  are  to  be  discharged 
will  be  set  forth  in  the  Order  in  Council 
which  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  negative.  The 
first  members  of  the  Consultative  Com- 
mittee will  be  appointed  by  the  Order  in 
Council,  subsequent  members  in  such 
manner  as  the  Order  in  Council  may 
direct.  The  answer  to  the  second  para- 
graph is  also  in  the  negative.  The  method 
•of    reference    is   prescribed   in    the   Act 


itself.  The  Committee  will  advise  on 
any  matter  referred  to  it  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich): 
Will  care  l>e  taken  in  appointing  the 
members  of  the  Consultative  Committee 
to  avoid  the  selection  of  anyone  from  any 
society  who  is  believed  to  take  a  strong 
view  in  any  of  the  educational  contro- 
versies ? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
give  any  assurance  to  the  noble  Lord.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Government,  by  whom 
the  selection  will  be  made,  will  take  every 
precaution  to  secure  that  the  Committee 
shall  be  one  representing  the  House  and 
the  country.  The  names  will  lie  on  the 
Table  for  a  whole  month,  and  will  be  open 
to  the  criticism  of  the  noble  Lord  or  any 
other  Member. 

COST  OF  POSTAOE  STAMPS. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  th&. 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  if  he  would  state  to  the  Hous^ 
what   is   the  cost   per   thousand   of  th** 
postage  stamps,  the  halfpenny  and  peniky 
value,  supplied  to  the  Post  Office ;  aiud 
what  is  the  total  number  and  the  cost  of 
the  postage  stamps  supplied  to  the  Post 
Office  last  year. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  HanbiTBY, 
Preston) :  I  must  decline  to  disclose  p81*" 
ticulars  of  the  schedules  of  prices  attacn^ 
to  contracts  for  the  supply  of  goods  f°r 
the  public  service.  In  paragraph  2  DaV 
hon.  friend  asks  me  for  the  total  num^J 
and  the  cost  of  postage  stamps  suppl'^ 
to  the  Post  Office  hist  year.  The  cost 
estimated  for  the  last  financial  year  k« 
will  find  in  Sub-head  K  of  the  Post  Off<* 
Vote,  and  the  actual  cost  in  the  App1"** 
priation  Account,  which  will  be  issued 
shortly.  That  being  so,  if  I  were  to  gSx* 
him  the  total  numbers  supplied,  a  simp*e 
process  of  arithmetic  would  enable  hiio  ^ 
calculate  the  price  paid,  as  to  which,  lfl 
answer  to  paragraph  1,  I  have  declined  *° 
give  him  information. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON:  Is  t*« 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  ^*** 
United  States  Government  got  tb^jl[ 
stamps  printed  for  half  the  price  paid  W 
the  British  Post  Office  ? 

{No  answer  was  given.] 
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SORTING  CLERKS'  EXAMINATIONS. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  he  can  see  his 
way  to  modify  the  rule  which  requires 
that  men  over  a  certain  age  shall  qualify 
as  sorting  clerks  or  telegraphists  before 
Wing  allowed  to  sit  at  an  examination  ; 
and  whether  it  can  be  so  arranged  that 
they  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  the  exami- 
nation first,  and  then  have  a  reasonable 
time  for  qualifying. 

Mr.  HAXBURY  :  The  rule  alluded  to 
applies  only,  I  understand,  to  postmen 
desiring  to  become  sorters  or  telegraphists,  post  offices. 
It  is  so  much  more  difficult  for  men  over 
a  certain  age  to  learn  new  duties  that  it 
is  thought  to  l>e  for  their  interest  to 
require  them  to  show  aptitude  for  such 
duties  before  being  called  upon  to  pass 
the  clerical  examination. 


country  districts  where  the  daily  papers 
are  not  received  until  late  on  the  day  of 
publication,  or  until  the  day  following  the 
day  of  publication. 

Mr.  HAXBURY  :  Such  a  system  was 
tried  for  two  years  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, but  was  abandoned  in  1895.  The 
areas  to  which  the  forecasts  apply  are  so 
large  -there  are  only,  I  think,  six  for  the 
whole  United  Kingdom  —that  the  fore- 
casts were  found  to  be  too  wide  and 
general  to  allow  of  anything  like  close 
accuracy  in  any  particular  locality.  I 
will  see  whether  they  cannot  be  supplied 
very  cheaply  to  the   subscribers  at   local 


Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  Are  not 
the  weather  forecasts  more  accurate  now 
than  formerly  '! 


Mr.  HAXBURY  :  I  cannot  vouch  for 
their  accuracy. 


RURAL  POSTMEN  AND  BANK 
HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  if  he  will  direct 
that  the  duties  of  rural  postmen  on  liank 
holidays  shall  be  arranged  in  the  same 
Planner  as  their  Good  Friday  duties,  by 
allowing  the  men  to  commence  their 
return  journey  immediately  on  comple- 
tion of  the  outward  delivery,  instead  of 
Raiting  to  bring  in  the  afternoon  collec- 
tion, thus  giving  them  the  benefit  of  the 
holiday. 

Mr.  HAXBURY:  Public  complaint 
woiUd  arise  if  there  were  no  collections 
°f  letters  on  bank  holidays  by  rural 
P°stmen,  especially  as  they  are  mostly  on 
Mondays,  and  there  would  thus  in  many 
PUces  be  two  consecutive  days  without 
*ny  opportunity  of  posting  letters.  On 
**ood  Fridays  the  trains  run  as  on 
Sundays,  and  the  letters  collected  could 
!l0t  be  forwarded  by  the  usual  mail.  This 
18  Hot  the  case  on  bank  holidays. 


WEATHER  FORECASTS. 
Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Hereford) : 
*  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
:*  rfcasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  would  consider  the 
^viaability  of  telegraphing  the  daily 
feather  forecasts  issued  by  the  Meteoro- 
logical Office  to  postal  telegraph  offices  in 


IRISH 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT 
REGISTERS. 


Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Representation  of 
the  People  Acts,  only  four  days  are 
allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland-  namely,  from  20th  to  24th 
August  in  each  year — for  the  collating, 
printing,  and  publishing  of  notices 
(whether  official  or  otherwise)  of  objec- 
tions to  the  names  of  persons  on  existing 
register,  or  who  may  have  claimed  to  be 
inserted  thereon  ;  that  out  of  these  four 
days  clerks  of  the  peace  are  entitled  to 
deduct  the  time  necessary  for  collating 
and  making  out  fair  lists  of  the  written 
objections  sent  in  ;  and  that  the  time  left 
for  printing  these  lists  is  thereby  reduced 
to  a  period  insufficient  for  the  proper 
performance  of  the  work  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  providing 
proper  lists  for  revision,  he  will  direct 
clerks  of  the  peace  to  furnish  the  fair 
copy  of  their  lists  of  objections  to  the 
printers  not  in  any  case  later  than  the 
20th  day  of  August,  as  provided  in  the 
Acts. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  :  The  last  day  for  receiving  objections 
is  the  20th  day  of  August.  The  21st  is 
therefore  the  earliest  day  on  which  fair 
copies  of  the   lists  could  be  furnished  to 
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CONGESTED    DISTRICTS 
BOARD. 


Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  bee: 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  acres  of  land  purchased  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  the  province 
of  Connaught  since  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  Act  came  into  force,  dividing 
them  into  the  number  of  acres  already 
striped  and  in  the  hands  of  tenants  ;  the 
number  of  acres  unstriped  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  how  long  have  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  been  in  possession  of  such 
lands ;  and  the  number  of  acres  striped 
and  in  the  possession  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  and  how  long  have  such 
lands  been  in  the  Board's  possession. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  It  has  not  been  found  possible 
to  obtain  the  whole  of  the  information 
desired  in  this  question  in  the  short 
interval  since  it  appeared  on  the  Paper, 
and  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Member  to 
repeat  the  question  on  Monday. 

IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1898 
—RELIEF  TO  RATEPAYERS. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land whether,  seeing  that,  although  on 
the  introduction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  tenants  who 
have  purchased  their  holdings  and  thus 
become  their  own  landlords  were  pro- 
mised that,  in  addition  to  ^getting  half 
their  county  cess  remitted,  they  would 
also  get  the  portion  of  the  poor  rate 
hitherto  paid  by  the  landlord,  he  is  aware 
that  the  tenants  in  the  parish  of  Glan- 
goolin,  county  of  Cavan,  nearly  all  of 
whom  are  now  peasant  proprietors,  com- 
plain that  whilst  they  have  got  the 
abatement  of  county  cess  they  see  no 
appreciable  difference  in  the  case  of  the 
poor  rates  ;  and  whether,  as  this  question 
is  creating  a  good  deal  of  attention  in 
Ireland,  inquiry  will  be  made  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  Tenants  who  have 
purchased  their  holdings  receive  a  double 
advantage  from  the  Agricultural  Grant — 
that  is  to  say,  they  obtain  a  remission  of  one 
half  the  county  cess  in  the  standard  year 


!  as  occupiers,  and  of  half  the  poor  rate  in 
the  standard  year  as  owners.     Whether 

J  this  measure  of  relief  will  be  equivalent 

|  to  one  half  of  the  present  year's  rate,  or 
the  rate  to  be  raised  for  county  charges 
in  succeeding  years,  will  depend  largely 
upon  the  fact  whether  the  county  and 
district  councils  are  economical  in  their 
administration,  or  the  reverse.     I  have  no 

■  knowledge  of  any  complaints  having  been 
made  in  this  matter  by  tenants,  and  as 
there  is  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the 
application  of  the  Agricultural  Grant,  the 
matter  is  not  one  calling  for  inquiry,  as 
suggested. 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 
Dr.  AMBROSE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  large 
proportion  of  the  people  who  speak  Irish 
in  Achill,  County  Mayo,  and  of  the  diffi- 
culty that  Irish-speaking  children  have  in 
acquiring  their  education  in  the  National 
schools,  he  will  take  the  necessary  steps 
with  the  Education   Department  to  have 

I  this  grievance  remedied,  by  seeing  that- 
the  children  in  such  schools  are  taught  t<V 

:  read  and  write  in  Irish. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bai . 

four)  :     Extensive     alterations     in   th.^. 
!  school  programme  are  contemplated  intlv*' 

scheme  of  reform  which  it  is  proposed  fc<? 

carry  out  in  the  system  of  primary  educaa- 
i  tion  in  Ireland,  but  the  question  how  far 
j  it  is  expedient  to  make  any  change  in  the 

direction  of  extending  the  study  of  the 
:  Irish  language  in  National  schools  would 

seem  to  be  a  matter  for  the  consideration 

of  the  Commissioners  themselves,  to  whom 

I  have  referred  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 

Member. 


CREAGH  ESTATE,  COUNTY  CORK. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  toask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Creagh  estate,  Lyre,  Banteer, 
County  Cork,  has  been  in  Chancer)*  fa* 
some  years,  and  that  the  tenant*  have 
repeatedly  applied  for  a  sale  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts ;  and  whether,  i" 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  adjoining  town- 
lands  on  the  same  estate  have  been  ^ 
to  the  tenants,  the  Court  will  favourahl? 
consider  the  case  of  the  excluded  tenant*- 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W- 
Balfour)  :  There   is   some  difficulty  & 
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identifying  the  particular  estate  referred 
to  in  the  offices  of  the  Land  Commission 
and  Land  Judge's  Court.  Further  inquiry 
is,  however,  being  made,  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  supply  me  with  any  addi- 
tional particulars  as  to  the  estate  which 
he  may  have  in  his  possession,  the  further 
inquiry  directed  will  be  facilitated. 


IRISH  FISHERIES— STEAM  TRAWLING. 

Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of   Ireland   how   many  gun- 
Wts  are   employed  off  the  Irish  coasts  • 
to  enforce    the   bye-laws   made   by   the  j 
Inspectors  of    Irish   Fisheries,   with   the 
view  of   preventing   steam   trawling   off 
certain  coasts ;  and  whether,  considering  the 
complaints  made  of  damage  done  by  steam 
trawling  off  the  Irish  coasts,  the  impunity 
with  which   the   bye-laws   made  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  are  ignored  by 
the  steam  trawlers,  and  the  difficulties  of 
enforcing  such  bye-laws,  even  if  several 
Runboats   were  at  the    disposal   of    the 
Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries,  the  Govern- 
ment will   consider    the   advisability   of 
^verting  to  the  policy  embodied  in  the 
ftll  introduced  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury   in   1889,  prohibiting  all  steam 
^wling  within  three  miles  of  the  Irish 
°€Jast«  (as  is   the   law   off   the   Scottish 
^**gts)  and   allowing   the   Inspectors   of 
*  *"jsh  Fisheries  to  permit  steam  trawling  j 
Within  the  three-miles   limit  when  they  j 
*hink  such  a  course  desirable.  "   | 


Admiralty  to  get  a  couple  of  gunboats  to 
lies  ' 


enforce  the  rules  ? 

Mr.  PLUNKETT : 
no  influence  I  can  use. 


I  am  afraid  I  have 


Captain  DONELAN :  Cannot  steps  be 
taken  to  put  a  stop  to  steam  trawling 
on  Sundays  ? 

Mr.  PLUNKETT:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  give  notice  of  that  question  I  will 
consider  it. 


^    The    VICE-PRESIDENT    of    the 

Department  of  agriculture 

*X)R  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  j 
^«x,  S.) :    There   are    no   gunboats   em- ; 
Ployed  for  the  purpose  mentioned.     With  j 
^gard  to   the   suggestion  in  the  second  J 
Paragraph,  prohibitory  bye-laws  have  been  ! 
***ade  in  the  case  of  Irish  waters  to  suit  j 
tHe  circumstances  of  particular  localities,  : 
u**d  the  area  around  Ireland   closed   to  , 
trawling   was   never  so   extensive  as  at  j 
Present.      This  mode  of   fishing  is  pro- ' 
WWted,  within  the  prescribed  limit,  on  j 
*l*no§t  all  parts  of  the  coast  where  such 
^•hine  is   possible,  and  it   is   not  clear, 
therefore,  that  any  benefit  could  arise  from 
closing  the  Irish  waters  generally  against 
tJ^awling. 

Mr.  POWER:    Win  the  right  hon. 
"entiem&n  use  his  influence   with    the 
i       ^0L  LXXHL    [Fourth  Series.] 


IRISH   RAILWAY  AMALGAMATION. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  for  Ireland  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
renewed  attempt  to  amalgamate  railways 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  important  statutory  functions 
which  belong  to  his  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  the  carriage  and  distribution  of 
Irish  produce,  he  will  take  steps  to  oppose 
any  definite  action  being  taken  by  Parlia- 
ment until  such  time  as  his  Department  is 
fully  constituted  and  he  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  opinions 
of  the  councils  and  boards  which  are 
to  advise  his  Department  upon  such 
matters. 

Mr.  PLUNKP:TT :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
statutory  functions  referred  to  in  the 
second  paragraph  would  not  warrant  my 
taking  any  official  action  in  the  direction 
indicated.  Any  person  wishing  to  delay 
the  progress  of  the  Amalgamation  Bill  on 
the  ground  that  the  councils  and  boards 
about  to  be  constituted  ought  to  be  heard 
must  take  Parliamentary  action  in  the 
usual  way. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons  have  twice  reported  adversely 
upon  this  scheme  for  monopolising  more 
than  half  the  railways  of  Ireland  in  the 
hands  of  one  company,  and  that  being  so 
will  the  Vice-President  use  his  influence 
with  the  Irish  Government  to  delay  the 
Bill  now  before  Parliament  before  further 
expense  is  incurred  ? 

Mr.  PLUNKETT:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any  undertaking  to  put 
pressure  upon  the  Irish  Government,  but 
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I  think  the  facts  are  as  stilted  hv  thehon.  I  SUPPLY  [First  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 


Member. 


COWDENBEATH    BURGH    COMMIS- 
SIONERS' ELECTION. 

Mr.   WEIR  :  I   l>eg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of   Treasury   whether  he  is  aware 
that  irregularities  occurred  in  connection  ' 
with  the  last  election  of  burgh  commis- 
sioners for  Cowdenl>eath,  Fifeshire ;  and, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  working- 
men  candidates  are  not  in  a  position  to 
petition   the  Court,  will  he  consider  the  ] 
advisability  of  introducing  legislation  such  ; 
as  will  meet  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  impossible  | 
to   deal   with   such  a  matter  as  this  by 
legislation. 

SECONDARY  EDUCATION   BILL. 

Mr.      HERBERT      LEWIS     (Flint  . 
.Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  when  the  Secondary  Educa- ; 
tion  Bill  will  be  introduced.  , 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Bill  will 
not  be  introduced  at  present. 

COMPANIES  BILL. 
Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  l>eg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  intends  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Companies  Bill  before  the 
Easter  vacation ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will   undertake,    having   regard    to    the 

?rominent  place  occupied  by  the  Bill  in 
ler  Majesty's  gracious  Speech  and  the 
wide  interest  felt  in  it,  that  at  least  three 
days  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  day 
when  it  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  en- 
deavour to  give  the  notice  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  desires. 


(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtrer  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  De- 
partments Estimates,  1900-1901 
(Vote  on  Account). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £16,626,000, 
l>e  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  on  account, 
for  or  towards  defraying  the  charges  for 
the  following  Civil  Services  and  Revenue 
Departments  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901,  viz.  :— 

Civil  Skr vices. 
Class  I. 

£ 
Royal     Palaces     and     Marlborough 

House...  

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens 
Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings 
Miscellaneous  Legal  Buildings,  Great 

Britain 

Art  and    Science   Buildings,    Great 

Britain 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings 

Revenue  Buildings  

Public  Buildings,  Great  Britain 
Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Harbours  under  the  Board  of  Trade... 

Peterhead  Harbour     

Rates  on  Government  Property 
Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland 
Railways,  Ireland       

Class  II. 

United  Kingdom  and  England  :— 

House  of  Lords,  Offices  

House  of  Commons,  Offices 

Treasury  and   Subordinate    Depart- 
ments   

Home  Office 


20,000 
40.00U 
17,001  > 

18,(K*_> 

i2,ot>*n 

12,00^  I 
140,0**  J 
135,(XMU 

6.0CMJ 
2*MCW 
70.0CHJ 
70,<*W 


Sir    JOHN   BRUNNER: 
taken  before  Easter  ? 


Will   it  be 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  hope  so. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  May  we 
assume  that  a  week's  notice  will  be  given '? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid 
that  that  would  be  impossible.  I  am 
anxious  to  meet  the  views  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men, but  the  Government  must  not  tie 
its  hands  too  closely. 


Foreign  Office 

Colonial  Office 

Priw  Council  Office,  etc 

Board  of  Trade 

Mercantile  Marine  Services 

Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  

Board  of  Agriculture 

Charity  Commission 

Civil  Service  Commission       

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department  ... 

Friendly  Societies  Registry 

Local  Government  Board       

Lunacy  Commission     

Mint  (Including  Coinage)       

National  Debt  Office 

Public  Record  Office 

Public  Works  Loan  Commission 

Registrar  General's  Office      

Stationery  and  Printing        

■  Woods,  forests,  &c,  Office  of 

.  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  Office  of 

!  Secret  Service 


3,000 
13,000 

39,000 
50,000 
30,000 
23,00» 
5,000 
60,000 
*W>00 

a 

73,000 

16,090 
18,600 

*tlO0 

2,300 

80,000 

3,00 

10 

6,000 

11,000 

10 

17,000 

250,000 

80* 

2L000 
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Scotland... 

I 

lission    ... 
teraPs  Office 
ment  Board 


uit's  Household 

ary    and    Subordinate 

to...        

>f  Agriculture 

onations  and  Bequests 

ment  Board      

I  Office 

(Office 

leral's  Office      

1  Boundary  Survey     . . . 

Class  III. 
igdom  and  England  : — 

»  Ktxal  Expenses 
rt  ofJudicature 

y 

s 

nd  and  Wales 

land  and  the  Colonies ... 
and  Industrial  Schools, 

tin  

riminal  Lunatic  Asylum 

and  Courts  of  Law 

se,  Edinburgh 

mission 

and  


£      ! 
25,500  1 

8,000  i 
2,500] 
2,000 
4,000 


2,000  , 

i 

16,000  I 
65,000' 

1,000! 
22,000! 

2,000 
16,000! 

7,000 

6,000 


40,000 
27,000 

140,000 
14,000 
14,000 
22,000 

260,000 

140,000 
18,000 


30,000 

15,000 

2,000 

35,000 


Class  V.  £ 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services   ...  220,000 
Uganda,  Central  and  East  Africa  Pro- 
tectorates and  Uganda  Railway  ...  300,000 

Colonial  Services         230,000 

Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid 31,000 

Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies  ...  38,000 

Class  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances      280,000 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions, 

etc 3,000 

Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 

Allowances     N       ...   *    ...  1,000 

Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ireland     ...  17,000 

Class  VII. 

Temporary  Commissions        8,072 

Miscellaneous  Expenses         8,000 

Paris  Exhibition,  1900 29,000 

Repayments  to  the  Civil  Contin- 
gencies Fund — 


Total  for  Civil  Services 


£10,086,000 


Revenue  Departments. 

Customs 350,000 

Inland  Revenue  830,000 

Post  Office         3,600,000 

Post  Office  Packet  Service    210,000 

Post  Office  Telegraphs  1,550,000 


Total  for  Revenue  Departments    £6,540,000 
Grand  Total       ...        £16,626,000 


and  Criminal  Prosecu- 

lrt  of  Judicature,    and 

1  Departments 

ssion        

;  Officers,  etc 

> poli tan  Police 

Constabulary     

,nd  

and  Industrial  Schools., 
irainal  Lunatic  Asylum 

Class  IV. 

igdom  and  England  : — 

ication     

urn  

lery  

trait  Gallery     

ection      

restigation,  etc.,  United 

and     Colleges,     Great 
id  Intermediate  Educa- 

»    

ersity      


-tion         

lery         

Aion         

look  Commissioners 

lery         

**>  


35,000 

45,000 
50,000 
46,000 
40,000 
600,000 
45,000 
55,500 
3,500 


4,000,000 

80,000 

9,000 

3,000 

4,000 

15,000 


38,000 
5 


630,000 
1,400 


600,000 

400 

1,400 

2,500 


1  Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) 
asked   the   Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 

i  he  could  give  the  Committee  some  infor- 
mation as  to  what  had  been  done  in 
coimection  with  the  office  of  Black  Rod. 

;      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I   have  a  few  remarks  to   make  on  the 
I  same  subject.     There  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
:  office  of  Third  Clerk  at  the  Table  of  the 
|  House  of  Lords,  and  has  been  for  some 
i  time.     A    Committee    of    the  House  of 
Lords   reported  in   favour  of   rilling  up 
such  appointments  from   the  permanent 
!  staff,    and    I    should   like   to  know  the 
1  reason  for  the  delay  in  filling  this  office. 
Is    it    due    to  any  hesitation  in  adopt- 
ing  the    recommendation    of  the  Com- 
|  mittee,    or  is    it    attributable    to     any 
1  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  respon- 
'  sible   to  reserve  the  post  for  one  of  his 
private  secretaries  1 

The  FINANCIAL   SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  I  cannot  say  what  may  be  in  the 
mind   of   the   noble   Lord  who   has   the 
1  appointment  in  his  gift,  but  I  will  make 
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inquiry  if  the  hon.  Member  wishes.  As  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
to  the  office  of  Black  Rod,  I  am  afraid  I  Commons,  I  felt  it  my  duty  towarn  the 
can  give  the  hon.  Member  no  fresh  in-  authorities  who  would  have  the  filling  up« 
formation.  I  remember  that  I  once  tried  |  of  the  place  that  a  Committee  which  sat 
to  raise  this  question  in  Committee,  but  I  :  in  1894  to  inquire  into  the  accommodation' 
was  ruled  out  of  order.  set  apart  for  Members  of  the  House  had 

*»€      mi.»TXmm  /XT    xu        *      i.-        unanimously     recommended     that     this 
*Mr    CHAMJING  (Northamptonshire    offidal  reai{fence  8houki  not  be  continued. 

V  U  W1Ah  °n  • V  ?tC  '  '!?  w,af  L  ,  *u  '  as  such,  but  that  the  space  contained  in  it 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Uorks  whether  |8hould    m    ^^    form   of    another>   u 

the  Government  cannot  reconsider  the  j  hmded  ovor  for  the  ll8e  0f  Members 
decision  which  I  believe  has  been  I  rf  ^  Houge  of  Gommona  when 
arrived    at     to     iisc      the      house      at ,  ^    firgt  m    ^    office  -roit 

present  occupied  by  Sir  Reginald  Pal-  .  The  hon  Member  hoJd9  that  Ministers, 
grave .to provide  additional  accommodation  are  ^^  comfortablv  housed.  t  ven. 
for  Ministers  and  further  convenience  for  ture  ^  ^r^  fae  couW  -^  j^  ^^  in 
the  press.  I  hold  it  to  be  of  great  im-  m  of  the  r00m8)  fo,.  {  am  quite  certain 
portance  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  ^^  he  hftd  ^  through  the  llnder. 
business  of  the  House  that  not  only  the  nd   wrridor  1^^  out    of   whiA 

Chief  Clerk,  but  also  the  Second  Clerk  ;  ^  to  ,>e  found  the  ^^  in  wUch  the 
should  have  a  residence  on  the  premises,  i  .^  f  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
On  this  question  I  should  wish  to  say  that  meJnt  have  t0  transact  their  business,  he 
I  have  had  no  communication  with  either  couW  nQf.  have  held  that  they  we„. 
the  present  Clerk  or  with  the  Assistant  8uitably  hou8ed  He  also  says  that,  in 
Clerk,  who  was  obviously  personally  |  fmnmJ^ V8  a  i arger  numl)er  of  memben 
interested  m  the  matter,  and  have  '">  0f  the  Government  sat  on  these  benches 
information     as     to     their    own    views,  ;  whfle     debate8     were         m       on     ^ 

b"fc.  I  hil,Ve-  '.TJ,  ,1U  commu,ucatlon '  that  on  occasion  nowadays  Minb- 
with  Sir  Reginald  Palgrave,  who  assures    terg     are         t     to     Jie     ab(^nt    when 

me  that  Mr.  Speaker  (now  Lord)  Peel :  fch  m  wantefL  But  I  do  not  know 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  was  neces-  '  ^  the  teki  of  the8e  ^^  wouJd  „» 
sary  to  have  l>oth  clerks  within  reach  at  way  a,ter  that  8tat<J  of  affaire(  {or 

all  times  for  consultation  with  either  Mmiste^  ^ve  a  j arge  number  of  official- 
the  Speaker  or  the  Chairman  of  Com- ;  duties  t0  t  thr0UgS  iu  the  course  of  the 
mittees.  I  think  it  w  a  very  serious  davandtheir  hours  of  lalwur  have  greatly 
thing  to   remove   one   of   these   officials    ^^  m  ncmt  Membera  who 

from  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  :  have  had  a8eat  in  thi8  House  longer  th» 
have  only  one  clerk  resident  on  the  thelast  two  Parliaments  will  remember 
premises.  I  venture  also  to  enter  a  that  we  ll8ed  to  meet  at  four  o'clock  for 
protest  against  further  accommodation  -  -  ate  bugine88j  and  that  debateB  ^ 
being  prodded  for  Her  Majesty  s  [  ^  dJd  not  ]ye^n  untij  half.pagt  five  or 
Ministers.  It  must  be  obvious  to  many  |  six  The  time  at  the  di8po8ai  0f  MinigteB 
Members  who  watch  the  course  of  our  now  that  the  Honge  git8  an  hour  ^ 
delates   that    Ministers    are    too    often    fa  much  cllrtailed,  while  the  duties 

absent  when  they  should  be  present,  and  devoi(,ing  upon  them  individually  have 
old  Parliamentarians   have  told  me  that  u    ^creased,  and  the  consequence* 

this  evil  has  grown  greatly  in  recent  *bat  much  of  their  work  has  to  be  got 
years.  Ministers  are  far  more  pampered  through  whil„  the  House  is  rittinfr 
than  they  ought  to  be  in  the  accommoda- ,  Furth^r  than  that,  it  surely  is  to  thecon- 
tion  assigned  to  them.  I  have  been  in  some  venience  of  Members  themselves  that  the? 
of  the  rooms,  and  I  think  the  provision  .  should  bo  aWe  to  tran8act  their  busn* 
made  for  them  is  adequate  I  hold,  there- ;  with  Ministers  in  the  House  of  Common*- 
fore,  it  would  be  far  wiser  for  the  arrange-  {or  it  k  ute  imp088ibje  to  do  it  in  the 
ment  hitherto  observed  to  be  maintained,  i  lfl)  ^   8mokfng-room.      If  the  hon- 

and  for  both  the  Clerk  and  the  Assistant  Mem4r  for  Vjaat  Northamptonshire  h«d  » 
Clerk  to  reside  on  the  premises.  Uttle  more  k^^ge  ^  to  where  the* 

The    FIRST    COMMISSIONER    ok   rooms  are 

WORKS  (Mr.   Akers  Doiglas,    Kent, 

St.  Augustine) :  When  I  first  heard  that  I      Mr.  CHANNING :  I  have  seen  mu*1' 

Sir  Reginald  Palgrave  was  about  to  resign  !  of  them. 

Mr.  Hanbury. 
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Mr.   AKERS  DOUGLAS-:     As    hon.  I  indignation  the  erection  of  a   statue   to 

Members  know,  the  rooms  are  spread  all  I  Oliver  Cromwell.      I  will  not  venture  to 

•over  the   House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  j  attempt  to  portray  the  chief  incidents  in 

-almost  impossible  to  find  some  of  them  i  the  career  of  the  Lord  Protector.     We 

•unless  one  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of    know   he  was   a  gentleman   who   would 

the  building.     I  have  one  other  argument  i  have  swept   away   Church,   Crown,   and 

.to  put  forward,  and  that  is  that  it  would  |  State  without  one   moment's   hesitation. 

be  impossible  to  give  the  accommodation  !  He  would   have  dissolved  the  House  of 

much    desired    for    Members    generally  !  Lords.     He  spoke  contemptuously  of  the 

unless  we  can  remove  the  Ministers  irtbo  \  bishops,  and  he  was  guilty  of  the  most 

•other  quarters.     If  we  cleared  the  terrace-  j  gross  contempt  to  the  House  of  Commons 

front  of  the  rooms  now  used  by  members  !  by  designating  its  magnificent  ornament 

-of   the   Government   we  should  be  in  a  I  as  "  that  bauble."     He  thus  showed  also 

position  to  place  better  accommodation  at  i  that  he  was  wanting  in  taste.     Further 

the  disposal  of  hon.  Members,  and,  pro-    than  that,  he  assaulted  the  sacred  person  of 

bably,  could  do  away  with  the  causes  for  ■  the   Sovereign,    and  he  even   saved  His 

^complaint  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  accom-    Majesty  the  trouble  of  carrying  his  head 

modation  in  the   smoking  ana  tea-rooms.  ;  upon  his  shoulders.      And  yet  a  statue 

I  venture  to   think  we  could  not  have  j  has  been  erected  to  this  man  within  the 

taken  any  other  course  than  we  have  done  (  precincts  of  the  national  legislative  insti- 

in  acting  upon  the  very  able  Report  of  the    tution.  The  English  are  the  most  amusing 

Committee  of  1894,  over  which  my  right    people  in  the   world.     They  are  uncon- 

hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Leeds    sciously  comic.     They  make  a  saint  of  a 

presided,  and,  accordingly,  we  propose  to  '  man  who  does  most  outrageous  things. 

carry  out  their  recommendations,  and  to    Cromwell  was  the  enemy  of  Parliamentary 

utilise  Sir  Reginald  Palgrave's  residence    institutions,  he   was  the   enemy   of    the 

and   the  rooms  behind  the  Chair  in  the    House  of  Lords,  and,  above  all,  he  was 

•way  they  suggest.  the  enemy  of  the  bishops.    He  destroy ed 

\f     tniririrt,  %r     xtmr  r   /tx  i  c ,  v     the  franchises  of  Parliament,  and  he  would 

i  *?u  *?♦!"  y**B^P™*&S-)''  i  have  disestablished  the  Church  of  England, 

I  wish  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to  ,  on  which  we  are  told  all  our  happiness 

•bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House  of    depends 

Commons  what  I  consider  to  be  the  signal ! 

•outrage  which  has  been  perpetrated  on  i  *TuE  CHAIRMAN:  Under  what  Vote 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  by  permitting  |  i8  the  hon  Member  raising  this  question  1 
•the    erection    of    the    Oliver    Cromwell  I 

Memorial       I  say  its  erection  is  a  con- .      Mr  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  thought  I 
'tempt  of  lioth  Houses  of  Parliament.     In  j  would  be  ^^  that  m08t  interesting  and 
.1895,  when  it  was  proposed  to  put  up  a    pertinent  question,  and  I  am,  therefore, 
statue  to  Oliver  Cromwell,*  the  motion  ;  prepared  with  an  answer.     It  is  the  Vote 
met  with    most  determined  opposition,  ,  dealing  with   the  Houses  of  Parliament 
not  only  on  the  part  of  Insh  Members,  j  buildings,  Class  L,  page  1.     I  know,  for 
but  also  froni  a  force  section  of  the  Tory  ;  j  am  not  a  foolj  that  we  did  not  subscribe 
party,  headed  by  tne  present  First  Lord  ■  one  venny  towards  this  statue,  but  I  also 
<*  the  Treasury,  who  then  acted  in  his  ■  know  that  there  must  be  expenses  attend- 
ee* Fourth  Party  manner.    The  proposal    ing  the  bringing  it  into  the   hands  of 
*as  withdrawn,  and  the  late  Chief  Secre- j  parliament,  and  it  is  also  clear  that,  under 
*ry  for  Ireland  thereupon  got   up  and    this  Vote,  a  certain  sum  is  asked  for  for 
lorgave  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  of    taking  care  of  this  and  other  statues.     I 
jnatday  in  a  most  magnanimous  manner.    for  one  0bject  to  voting  a  single  penny 
niiouldhketoknowwhattheFirstLordis!even  to  whitewash  Oliver  Cromwell.     I 
■pnp  to  do  to  his  colleague  the  First  Com-  >  think  I  have  disposed  of  that  little  inter- 
^awoner  of  Works,  who  has  been  guilty  of  !  ruptk>n.       When    it    was    made   I   was 
wtohigh  crime  and  misdemeanour  of  having   describing  what  Cromwell  did  in  England. 
*nctioned  the  erection  of  the  memorial,    t  wag  pointing  out  how  he  would  have 
»*h  the  House  of  Commons  and  the    destroyed  the  English  Church,   how  he 
nou«e  of   Lords  have   condemned  with    murdered  his  sovereign,  how  he  rounded 

*  KefeT  to~~The  Parliam^aryT)eba7es  .  0n  ,the  ,HoU8f  °f,  ^f^?'.  £0W  he  »P°ke 
ilWtli  Series],  Vol  xxxiv.,  June  14th,  1895,  contemptuously  of  the  bishops,  and  how 
*•  1181 ;  June  17th,  1895,  p.  1341.  j  he  made  this  House  of  Commons  a  place 
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in  which  no  respectable  Anglican  could 
sit.  Are  we,  therefore,  to  honour  him  in 
Parliament  ?  Speaking  from  an  English 
point  of  view,  I  say  the  statue  is  a  dis- 
grace to  and  a  defilement  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  we  had  better  far  have 
statues  here  of  Henry  VIII.  and  all  his 
wives.  I  am  here  as  an  Irish  Member.  We 
are  here  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  of 
which  I  will  not  speak  disrespectfully, 
although  we  consider  that  the  Act  of 
Union  is  a  fraud.  In  coming  here  to  de- 
fend the  rights  of  our  country  we  should 
not  be  insulted  by  the  eyesore  of  a  man 
who  murdered  our  people.  The  memory 
of  the  horrors  of  Cromwell's  rule  and  his 
conduct  towards  Ireland  survives  to  the 
present  day.  The  results  of  his  conduct 
can  be  seen  to-day  in  the  terrible  agrarian 
outrages  committed  in  Ireland,  for  he  was 
u  confiscator  of  Irish  property.  What 
Cromwell  did  elsewhere  in  Ireland  may 
be  very  briefly  described.  He  perpetrated 
most  appalling  massacres,  and  the  story 
of  his  doings  at  Wexford,  Wicklow,  and 
Drogheda,  where  he  put  the  whole  popu- 
lation into  a  church  and  then  sent  his 
miscreants  to  murder  and  ravish  them, 
and  then  set  fire  to  them,  is  well  known. 
There  is  no  statute  of  limitations  to 
murder.  Cromwell  was  a  murderer  in 
Ireland,  a  confiscator  of  public  property, 
a  defiler  of  Irish  institutions,  and  a  sworn 
enemy  of  the  Irish  people.  As  long  as 
we  are  in  this  Parliament  and  this  House 
of  Commons — and  we  don't  want  to  be 
in  it,  for  we  want  a  Parliament  of  our 
own — we  will  take  right  good  care 
that,  although  you  may  not  love  us, 
you  shall  respect  us.  On  these  grounds 
it  will  not  conduce  to  our  good  temper  to 
see  within  the  precincts  of  this  House  this 
equestrian  statue  of  an  English  hero. 
(Laughter.)  I  am  mistaken  in  calling 
it  an  equestrian  statue,  but  as  a  matter 
of  principle  I  object  to  this  statue,  and  I 
am  most  anxious  to  hear  what  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  say  upon  this. 
I  hope  he  will  be  very  careful  what  he 
says  in  support  of  this  statue,  because  I 
have  here  the  last  speech  he  delivered 
upon  this  subject.  I  hope  that  in  support 
of  this  statue  he  will  not  move  in  the 
direction  of  Imperialism.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  acknowledge 
that  it  would  not  be  right  even  to  have 
an  Orange  flag  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  how  can  he  justify  a  statue  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  ?  How  can  we  worship  the 
memory  of  a  man  who  rode  roughshod 
Mr.  Swift  MaeNeill. 
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over  us  % — and  as  long  as  we  are  iii  this 
House  we  shall  protest  against  this  statue:. 
It  will  come  up  and  up,  and,  in  sporting 
parlance,  I  will  back  my  opinion  by 
moving  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by 
£100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedr 
"  That  the  Item  Class  L,  Vote  3  (Houses 
of  Parliament  Buildings),  lie  reduced 
by  £100. "— (Mr.  MaeNeill) 

Mr.  DILLON   (Mayo,  E.) :    I  myself 

!  have   always   regarded   Oliver  Cromwell) 

as  one  of  the  greatest  Englishmen  who* 

ever  lived,  and  if  I  were  an  Englishman  I 

doubt  very  much  whether  I  should  sup- 

Sjrt    the    motion    of    my    hon..    friend, 
ut  even  if  I  were  an  Englishman  I  think 
I  should  Ikj  strongly  disposed  to  take  this 
view :  that  while  as  an  Englishman  I  should 
certainly  consider  that  a  great  wrong  had 
been  done  to  the  memory  of  this  great 
man   for   many   years  in  this  country- 
yet  the  last  place   where  I  should  erect 
a  statue  would  be   within  the  precincts 
of  that  building  which  he  did  his  best  to 
destroy  -—  looking  at    the    matter  free 
from  the  violent  passions  which  his  name 
arouses  in  the  mind  of  every  Irishman.. 
I  looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of 
i  an  impartial  observer  of  history,  it  seems 
» to  me  to  be  a  most  inconsistent  thing  and 
most  unsuitable  that  a  statue  of  Oliver 
j  Cromwell   should,   of  all   places  in  this 
!  Empire,  be  placed  within  the  precincts  of 
that  House  whose  liberties  he  destroyed 
and  whose  very  existence  he,  for  a  time 
at  any  rate,  brought  to    an   end.    One 
of  the  reasons  why  I  rejoice  at  my  hon- 
•  friend  the   Member   for   South  Donegaf 
'  having  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity 
to  raise  this  question  is  that  I  recollect 
!  very  well  in  the  year  1895  this  question 
was  brought  up  by  the  Liberal  Govern- 
!  ment  then  in  power,  and  a  considerable 
!  number  of  the  members  of    the  Tory 
party,  then  in  opposition,  came  to  other 
!  members  of  the  Irish  party  and  mysett 
\  asking  us  to  stick  to  our  guns  and  persist 
!  in   our  opposition   to  the   erection  of  * 
statue  to  Oliver  Cromwell.     The  House  <* 
.  Lords,  remembering  Cromwell's  opinion  o»     j 
them,  have  had  the  courage  to  place  &x 
1  record  their  opinion  that  no  such  outrag^ 
should    have    been   perpetrated    as   tPe 
erection   of   this  statue   within   the  pr^ 
j  cincts  of  this  House.     I  desire  to  see  ho^l 
]  the  Tory   party  stand    to-day  on   th>^ 
|  question.     In  1895  the  vast  majority  ** 
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the   Tory  party  were  outraged  by   the  ;  the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  reso- 
suggestion,  and    now  they  will   have  an  !  lution    was    passed    to     return    all     the 
opportunity 
their  vote. 


of  backing  that  opinion  by 

[Ministerial  cries  of  "  Hear, 
hear  !  ,;1  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  there  are 
some  Members  courageous  enough  to 
stick  to  their  opinion.  I  want  to  direct 
the  attention  of  hon.  Members  to  a  very 
remarkable  fact — I  might  say  to  two 
remarkable  facts — in  connection  with  this 
great  Englishman,  because  he  was,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  one  of  the<  greatest 
men  you  have  ever  produced  in  this 
country.  If  in  Ireland  we  were  going  to 
erect  a  statue  to  a  great  Irishman  we 
should  have  invited  subscriptions  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  as  was  the  case 
when  we  erected  a  statue  to  Daniel 
O'Connell,  when  the  pennies  of  the  poor 
and  the  pounds  of  the  wealthier  classes 
were  mingled  together  as  a  testimony  of 
the  nation's  gratitude.  In  this  case  the 
statue  of  Cromwell  has  been  erected  by 
an  individual.  No  subscription  was 
called  for  or  allowed,  and  it  has  not  the 
mark  of  a  nation's  gratitude,  and  that,  in 
my  opinion,  is  an  additional  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  planted  there.  It  is  a 
statue  erected  at  the  cost  of  an  individual 
who  blushes  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
known,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, this  is  an  anonymous  statue,  and 
we  do  not  know  who  has  paid 
for  its  erection.     The  second  remarkable  \  asked  this  House  to  sanction  ? 


money  to  the  subscribers.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  much  as  I 
detest  the  memory  of  Oliver  Cromwell 
as  an  Irishman,  I  consider  that  failure 
disgraceful  and  deplorable,  and  to  have 
to  erect  that  statue  by  some  anony- 
mous donor  is  a  disgrace  to  your 
history.  You  do  not  know  how 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  great 
man.  Before  you  try  to  perpetrate  this 
outrage  upon  a  man  you  are  ashamed  of, 
you  ought  to  first  erect  a  statue  by  your 
own  subscriptions  and  thus  prove  that 
you  reverence  this  man.  We  are  told 
that  the  Anglo-Saxon  feeling  to  com- 
memorate this  great  Englishman  is  over- 
whelmingly great,  and  yet  the  measure 
of  your  veneration  for  the  memory  of 
this  great  Protector  is  a  five-dollar  bill 
from  America.  We  in  Ireland  are  in  the 
habit  of  testing  this  kind  of  thing  by  the 
amount  of  subscriptions  coming  from  the 
mass  of  the  people,  and  if  that  be  the 
right  way  to  test  your  regard  for  the 
memory  of  the  great  Protector,  what 
right  have  you  or  what  decency  is  there 
in  planting  at  the  door  of  this  House — 
which  certainly  owes  nothing  to  the  Pro- 
tector— a  statue  for  which  you  are 
ashamed  to  ask  this  Committee  to  vote 
a   sum  of  money,  and  which  you  never 


circumstance  which  has  struck  me  is  this : 

I  should  have  supposed  that,  when  the 

country  was  celebrating   last  year  or  the 

year  before  the    anniversary  connected 

with   Cromwell's    memory,   naturally    it 

occurred  to  me,  and  most  properly,  that  a 

statue  should  be  erected  in  the  town  of 

Huntingdon,    and    subscriptions    should 

have  been  invited  from  all  parts  of  the 

world.      Ireland  is  a  poor  nation,  but, 

when    we  wanted  to  erect  a  statue   to 

Daniel  O'Connell,  in  a  very  short  time  we 

got   £15,000.      A   committee  opened  a 

subscription   for  the  Cromwell  statue  in 

the  district  of  Huntingdon,  where  Crom-  ] 

well  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and 

they  appealed  not  only  to  the  people  of  t 

this  country  but  to  Britons  all  over  the  j 

world.     What    was   the  result  ?     Why 

that  about  three  months  after  I  saw 

statement  in  The  Times  suggesting  that 

the  operations  of  the  committee  had  been 

ctaed,  and  announcing   that   they  had 

received  only  five  subscriptions — one  of 

^25  from  a  lord,  three  subscriptions  of 

£2  or  £3,  and  four  or  five  dollars  from 


When  the 

House  was  not  prepared  to  bear  the 
expense,  and  the  nation  was  not  prepared 
to  subscribe  the  cost,  what  was  the  com- 
mon-sense of  planting  a  statue  of  that 
man  1  I  have  heard  many  hard  things 
said  about  Oliver  Cromwell  —  even  by 
English  Conservatives  ;  but  in  reading  the 
history  of  this  country  I  see  much  to 
admire  in  him,  for  he  was  a  great 
Radical  who  believed  in  the  people,  and 
he  was  a  great  soldier  ;  he  had  the 
greatest  contempt  for  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  in  all  those  sentiments  I  cordially 
agree  with  him. 

Mr.    CARSON    (Dublin   University): 
He  was  a  murderer. 


a    an 


Mr.  DILLON :  That  is  the  opinion  of 
Irishman.  I  do  not  myself  wish  to 
use  such  strong  language  as  that  just  used 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dublin  University. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  utterly  repudiate  it. 
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Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  I  am  not 
myself  particularly  concerned  to  defend 
the  attack  made  with  great  vigour  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal,  because 
hon.  Members  will  bear  in  mind  that  my 
share  in  this  matter  has  been  to  preserve 
a  continuity  of  policy.  When  I  was 
called  on  to  take  over  the  Office  of  Works 
I  found  that  an  offer  of  a  statue  of 
Cromwell  had  been  accepted  by  my  pre- 
decessor from  an  anonymous  donor  on 
the  understanding  that  a  suitable  site 
should  )>e  found  for  it  in  the  immediate 
precincts  of  this  House.  I  understood, 
and,  in  fact,  satisfied  myself,  that  on  that 
undertaking  an  order  was  given  to  a 
sculptor,  and  that  the  work  had  been 
commenced,  and  I  thought  it  would  be 
hardly  honourable  on  my  part  to 
upset  that  decision.  It  has  never 
been  the  practice  of  the  Department, 
when  a  statue  is  paid  for  by  public 
or  private  subscription  and  not  out  of 
public  funds,  necessarily  to  consult  Parlia- 
ment. The  Government  of  the  day  has 
always  in  such  cases  offered  a  site,  and  I 
saw  no  reason  why  this  practice  should  be 
departed  from  in  this  particular  case.  At 
all  events,  I  certainly  should  not  have 
thought  that  I  was  performing  an  honour- 
able or  a  fair  part  if  I  allowed  the  statue 
to  be  completed,  and  then  decided  to 
upset  the  decision  of  my  predecessor.  I 
do  not  propose  to  follow  hon.  Members 
on  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
Cromwell  should  have  a  statue  in  the 
precincts  of  this  House.  The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  has  stated  that  Cromwell 
was  one  of  the  greatest  Englishmen  that 
ever  lived.  I  myself  have  always  been  of 
that  opinion,  and  therefore  I  would  not 
have  taken  the  part  I  did  on  a  former 
occasion  in  this  House  had  I  not  thought 
it  was  undesirable  to  pay  out  of 
public  funds  for  the  statue  of  a  man  who 
had  been  dead  and  gone  so  long.  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  distinguish  between  a 
statue  to  Cromwell  and  a  statue  to 
Marlborough,  or  to  any  other  famous 
Englishman.  On  the  occasion  to  which  I 
have  referred  I  voted  clearly  on  the 
ground  that  I  objected  to  a  statue  being 
provided  out  of  public  money,  though  I 
approved  of  having  a  statue  to  a  great 
Englishman.  The  whole  question  now  is 
the  question  of  site.  The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  complained  that  the 
Government  found  a  site  for  the  statue 
in  the  immediate  precincts  of  this  House. 
As    I    have    already    stated,    I    found 


Mr.  DILLON:  Even  the  Irish  Unionist 
party  are  not  united  on  this  subject.  If 
a  statue  to  Cromwell  had  been  raised  in 
Huntingdon  or  any  other  part  of  England 
by  the  subscriptions  of  the  English  people, 
I  should  not  have  raised  my  voice  against 
it ;  but  it  is  not  decent  to  plant  the  statue 
of  a  man  who  rouses  such  violent 
animosity  at  the  very  door  of  this 
House.  I  need  not  enlarge  on  the 
feelings  of  Irishmen  with  regard  to  Crom- 
well, but  I  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  no  more  savage  or  ruthless 
conquest  was  ever  carried  out  in  modern 
times  than  that  by  Cromwell  in  Ireland. 
He  spared  not  man,  not  woman,  not 
child.  He  spared  neither  the  unarmed 
nor  the  defenceless,  but,  animated  by  these 
powerful  sentiments — passions,  if  you  like 
— the  result  of  very  close  study  of  the 
Old  Testament,  he  imitated  the  spirit  and 
the  acts  of  some  of  the  great  characters 
described  in  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNST9N  :  You 
forget  the  massacre  of  the  Irish  Protes- 
tants, in  1641. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  am  not  going  to  be 
drawn  into  a  discussion  on  Irish  history, 
because  if  I  were  we  should  have  to  suspend 
the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule.  The  massacres  of 
Cromwell  inlreland  have  been  condemned  as 
brutal  and  outrageous  by  the  united  senti- 
ment of  mankind.  I  do  not  think  the 
greatest  apologist  and  admirer  of  Crom- 
well has  ever  endeavoured  to  defend  his 
conduct  in  Ireland.  So  awful  and  terrific 
were  his  proceedings  that  even  to  this 
day,  as  hon.  Members  know  who  have 
lived  in  Ireland,  his  name  is  used  through- 
out the  country  to  terrify  children,  and 
the  "  curse  of  Cromwell '  is  one  of  the 
most  awful  imprecations  which  one  Irish- 
man can  invoke  against  another.  It  is 
unseemly,  indecent  and  uncalled  for, 
except  for  the  purposes  of  insult  and 
arousing  evil  passions,  that  of  all  places 
the  door  of  this  House  should  be  selected 
on  which  to  plant  a  statue  to  Cromwell. 
I  am  glad  my  hon.  friend  has  taken  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  putting  this  ques- 
tion to  the  test,  as  it  will  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  judging  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  really  thinks  that  the 
putting  up  of  a  statue  to  Cromwell,  not 
paid  for  by  the  people  of  this  country,  but 
by  some  anonymous  individual,  within 
the  precincts  of  Parliament  is  a  fit  and 
proper  proceeding. 
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when  I  came  into  office  that  the  statue 
had    been     authorised    by    my     prede- 
cessor and  that  a  site  had  been  selected, 
and     I     agreed     that     I     would     not 
upset  the  decision  which  had  been  arrived 
at.      There    is  one  other  charge   made 
against  me,  and  that  is  that  I  stole  a  march 
on  the  House,  and  that  by  the  action  I  had 
taken  I  had  prevented  the  subject  being 
discussed  in  the  House.    [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber :    Hear,  hear!]     An   hon.    Member 
behind  me  says  "  Hear,  hear,"  but  if  he 
will  kindly  look  at  the  questions  addressed 
to  me  last  year  and  the  year  before  he 
will   find   that  I  answered  them  to  the 
effect  that  a  statue  of  Oliver  Cromwell 
had   been    offered    to   the   nation   by   a 
private  donor,  that  a  site  had  been  selected 
hy  my    predecessor,   and  that  that  site 
would  be  adhered  to.     The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Clare  on  two  occasions,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  on  one 
occasion,  asked,  if  that  decision  were  to  be 
adhered  to,  would  there  be  an  opportunity 
of    discussing    it    in    this   House,    and 
I     replied     that     there     would     be    an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  matter  on 
the  Vote  for  my  salary.     That  Vote  was 
allowed  to  pass,  although  I  took  care  it 
*~afi  put  down  when  it  could  be  discussed, 
and  it  was  riot  included  among  the  Votes 
closured  under  the  Sessional  Order  at  the 
end  of  thle   session.     There  was    ample 
opportunity  for  discussing  it  on  the  Vote, 
and  also  pn  the  Appropriation  Bill,  but 
hon.  Members  did  not  .discuss  it,  and  the 
only  occaiioii  on  which  it  was  raised  was 
w  the  (hther  House  on  October  27th,* 
when,  If  think,   the   proceedings  of  this 
«°u*e  ljlad  actually  closed,  on  the  very  last 
% off  the  session.     Hon.  Members*  who 
objected  to  the  site  for  the  statue  had,  I 
towntiain,   ample    opportunities  for    dis- 
<lu«y>n  on  the  Estimates  last  year  and  the 
.vow  Wore.      It   was  well  known  that 
*>  statue  was  going  to  be  erected,  and 
toat  the  site  had  been  selected  was  also 
Jtnown.     No  action  was  then  taken,  but 
V*  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal  now 
*ojecta  to  the  site  originally  selected  by 
the  donor  in  conjunction  with  my  prede- 
*e«8or.     I  have  nothing  further  to  say 
€*eept  again  to  remind  hon.  Members  that 
rt  is  not  the   practice,  when   statues   of 
JwUic  men  not  paid    for  out  of  public 
*un<fo  are  accepted,  to  necessarily  bring 
the  matter  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
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and  I  should  regret  if  the  practice  were 
now  adopted  of  one  Government  upsetting 
the  decision  of  the  preceding  Government. 
I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  take  my 
share  of  the  responsibility  with  my 
predecessor  in  office. 

J    *Mr.  GLADSTONE  (Leeds,  W.) :  My 
,  right  hon.   friend  opposite  has  correctly 
;  stated  the  circumstances  in  regard  to  the 
1  origin  of  the  proposal  which   led  to  the 
erection  of  the  statue  and  the  arrange- 
ments made  in  connection  with  it.  My  hon. 
friends  the  Meml>ers  for  East  Mayo  and 
I  South  Donegal  said  that  the  statue  on  its 
present  site  was  a  reproach  to  this  House, 
!  and  an  insult  to  hon.   Members  for  Ire- 
'  land.     I  should  like  to  say  one  word  on 
the  subject  of  the  statue  itself,  as  I  was 
!  First  Commissioner  of  Works  when  the 
\  proposal  was  first  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment.    Before  the   House  was  asked  to 
vote   any  money  for  the  statue,  it  was 
:  announced  by  the  Government  that  it  was 
their    intention    to    propose    that    that 
money  should  be  granted,    and    I   took 
occasion  more  than  once  to  ascertain  the 
\  general  feeling  with  regard  to  this  statue, 
for  I  felt  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  violent 
difference  of  opinion  about  it,  it  would 
not  be  fitting  or  proper  that  the  House 
should  be  asked  to  consider  the  matter  at 
all.     Almost  a  year  l>efore  the  money  was 
asked     for   questions   were   put   in  this 
House,  and  were  answered  by  me,  so  that 
there  should  be  no  misapprehension  about 
it,   and    that   implicit   notice   should   be 
given    of    what   the   intentions    of    the 
Government  of    the    day    were    in    the 
matter.     As  a  result  of  my  efforts  to  find 
out    the    opinion    of    my    hon.    friends 
from     Ireland,     I     understood,    perhaps 
erroneously — I  do  not  want  to  make  this 
a    subject    of    contention  —  but    I  was 
under     the    belief    that     the     proposal 
would  not  excite  any  active  opposition. 
[An     Hon.      Member     on     the    Irish 
benches:     How     did     you      arrive      at 
that     conclusion?]       I    do     not     want 
to   enter  into   that,    but   I   was    led    to 
believe  that  my  hon.  friends  from  Ireland 
would  take  the  same  view  as  I  myself  did, 
that,  without  going  into  any  question  of 
what  Oliver  Cromwell  was  or  what  his 
i  character   was,    or   his   political    actions 
i  were,  he  was  at  all  events  a  great  political 
!  personage. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  wonder  at 
,  you.     [Cries  of  "  Order,  order ! "] 
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*Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  quite  ready  I  carrying  into  effect  the  workalready  begun, 
to  accept  the  statements  of  my  hon.  |  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  my 
friends  from  Ireland  that  the  proposal  did  i  right  hon.  friend  for  the  frank  way  he 
meet  with  their  opposition  in  1895.  But  I  has  acted  in  this  matter,  and  I  wish,  on 
Cromwell  had  acted  for  some  years,  at  !  my  own  behalf  and  on  that  of  my  col- 
any  rate,  as  ruler  of  this  country,  and  in  !  leagues  also,  to  take  the  full  responsibility 
the  interests  of  historical  continuity  in  ,  for  the  whole  of  our  share  in  these  pro- 
connection  with  statues  in  and  about  the  j  ceedings. 
Houses  of    Parliament,   I   felt   that   the  j 

vacancy   which  existed   should  be   filled  j      Mr.  CARSON  :  I  think  it  is  a  slight  to 
and  a  statue  of  Oliver  Cromwell  should 


be  erected.  That  was  .the  spirit  in  which 
I  approached  the  subject,  and  I  believe 
that  was   the   spirit  in   which  my  right 


this  House  to  have  a  statue  erected  to 
Oliver  Cromwell  under  any  conditions 
within  the  precincts  of  this  House.  At  the 
same  time,  I  should  be  sorry  to  raise  this 


hon.  friends  and  colleagues  looked  at  question  on  my  own  personal  feeling; 
it.  I  then  asked  the  House  to  vote  the  I  but  the  important  point  raised  on  this 
money   for  the  statue.     The  House  will    Vote  is,  whether  the  First  Commissioner  of 


remember   that  the   Vote  in   Committee 
of  Supply  was  passed   by  a  majority — a 


Works  on  this  or  that  side  of  the  House  has 
a  right  to  give  away  the  most  important 


small  majority  of  fifteen.  Subsequently  .  site  almost  within  the  precincts  of  the 
the  Government,  finding  that  the  whole  j  House,  when  he  is  aware  that  the  greater 
grace  of  the  proposal  had  been  impaired  I  portion  of  the  Members  of  this  House 
by  the  expression  of  opinion  made  upon  j  object  to  that  site  being  so  given.  I  say 
it  by  the  minority,  resolved  not  to  pro- '  that  is  a  setting  at  defiance  of  the  wishes 
ceed  with  the  Vote,  and  the  Vote  was  ,  of  a  large  section  of  the  Members  of  this 
accordingly  withdrawn.     My  hon.  friend    House,  and  that  it  is  not  a  worthy  way  of 


the   Member    for    East    Mayo,    I   think 


presenting  a  site  for  a  statue  to  the  memory 


rather  erroneously,  takes  the  view  :  of,  if  you  like,  even  a  great  English- 
that  the  late  Government  were  wrong  j  man.  The  matter  was  brought  before 
in  accepting  this  rift  from  a  private  ;  this  House,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
donor.  I  do  not  take  that  view  at  all.  ;  was  only  able,  with  all  his  powers  of 
There  was  nothing  disrespectful  to  the  j  persuasion,  and  the  power  of  his  party 
House  in  doing  so,  localise  by  a  majority  behind  him,  to  carry  the  Vote  \j  * 
of  fifteen  it  had  passed  a  Vote  of  £500,  majority  of  fifteen.  The  right 
as  a  first  instalment  of  the  expense  of  the  i  Gentleman  this  evening,  by  his  own 


fession,  stated  that  having  only  carried 
the  Vote  by  a  majority  of  fifteea 
he  thought  that  that  showed  that  the 
House   did   not   wish   the   statue  to  he 


statue.     The   private  donor  having  made 

this  offer  to  me  as  First  Commissioner, 

and  having  consulted  my  colleagues,  we 

felt  it  our  duty,  on  l>ehalf  of  the  country, 

to  accept  the  offer.     I  then  proceeded  to  '  erected,  and  that  therefore  the  Gorero- 

consider  the  question  of  the  site,  together    ment  withdrew  the  proposal.     I  want  to 

with  the  sculptor  and  my  colleagues,  and  :  know  what  has  happened  since  to  autho- 

we  decided  to  place  the  statue  where  it    rise  any  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 

is,  partly  because  we  felt  that  it  ought  to  ,  to  sanction  the  erection  of  a  stattf  <*■ 

be  placed  somewhere  in  the  precincts  of  j  that  site,    the    more    especially  as  ** 

Westminster,   for    the    reasons    I    have    House  of  Lords  had  by  a  majority  refuflA 

already  stated,  where  are  all  the  historical    to  sanction  the  site. 

monuments  in  and  about  the  Houses  of  j 

Parliament ;     and      also      because     the  j      Mr.    AKEES  DOUGLAS :     1  wou* 

sculptor   himself   thought   it   excellently  j  point  out  that  that  was  after  the  session 

suited  for  the    work  which   he   had  in  j  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  over. 

hand.     That    having     been     done,    and  j 

that  decision   having  been  taken  on  our ;      Mr.     CARSON :     I     do     not    kno*' 

authority  and  responsibility,  the  Govern-    whether  the  statue   was   erected  at  tk6 

ment   shortly  afterwards  left  office,  and  I  time,  though   I  am  under  a  different  i& 


my  right  hon.  friend  came  in  and  found 
that  the  site  had  already  been  decided 
upon.  1  think  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
acted  according  to  all  precedents  in  taking 
over    these  accomplished    facts,   and   in 


pression  from  my  right  hon.  friend  as  fr* 
as  dates  are  concerned.  What  I  want  *° 
know  is,  what  does  the  right  h^ 
Gentleman  rely  upon  to  justify  his  granti^S 
the  site  for  the  statue  ?     He  mav  sne^ 
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at  the  House  of  Lords,  but  the  Govern- 
ment thought  so  little  of  the  House  of 
Lords  that  they  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  bring  down  Members  to  vote  on  that 
occasion.  Therefore  1  put  it  that,  so  far 
as  the  House  of  Lords  is  concerned,  they 
were  opposed  to  the  erection  of  the 
statue  on  its  present  site.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Would  the  hon.  Gentleman 
say  how  many  Meml>ers  of  the  House  of 
Lords  were  present  on  that  occasion  ?] 
My  hon.  friend  would  like  me  to  state 
how  many  Members  of  the  House  of 
r»nls  were  present  on  that  occasion,  but 
[  do  not  think  that  is  the  question 
it  all.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
uibject  was  coming  on  for  debate,  and 
lobody  could  be  procured  to  come  down 
md  vote.  At  all  events,  I  do  not  want 
o  make  more  of  that  matter,  or  to  try 
md  set  up  the  House  of  Lords  as  a  dictator 
o  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  I  main- 
ain  that,  so  far  as  any  Parliamentary 
iction  has  gone,  it  has  l)een  hostile  to  the 
erection  of  this  statue,  and  with  that 
knowledge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  to  have  taken  the  sense  of  this 
House  before  proceeding  with  the  erection 
of  the  statue. 

♦Mr.    BIRRELL  (Fifeshire,  W.) :    My 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend  who  has  just 
sat  down  seems  to  imagine  that  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  has  committed  an 
act  of  trespass  by  permitting  this  statue 
to  be  erected  on  a  piece  of  ground  which 
be  thinks  belongs  in  some  peculiar  way  to 
the  House  of  Commons.     Now,  after  all, 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  repre- 
sents the  whole  of  the  country,  and  parti- 
cularly the  citizens  of  this  great  town.  So 
far  as  I  can  ascertain,  this  statue,  so  far 
from  being  one  of  those  hideous  erections 
*hich  already  disgrace  too  many  of  our 
*teete,  is  liked  very  much  by  everyone 
*ho  has  seen  it.     [Hon.  Members  :  No  !] 
J^ell,  that  is   a   question    of  taste,   ana 

I  think  that  it  commends  itself  more 
to  the  people  of  this  country  than 
toe  statue,  for  example,  of  King  Charles 
H-  The  discussion  this  afternoon  has 
j^uced  this  House  to  the  level  of  a  small 
%8'  debating  society.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
^erstand  what  grievance  any  Member 
<*  this  House  has  that  Oliver  Cromwell 
would  have  a  statue,  even  near  the 
ftoose  of  Commons.     After  all,  I  think 

II  i*  a  very  useful  memenlv  mori 
h  this  House,  because  if  Parlia- 
"tent  chooses  to  exist    for  an    intoler- 


able number  of  years,  as  did  the  Parlia- 
ment which  Cromwell  wisely  dispersed,, 
it  shows  there  are  rights  behind  hon.. 
Members  and  above  the  Constitution  ; 
and  that  it  is  quite  possible  even  for- 
the  House  of  Commons  so  to  disgust  the 
intelligence  of  the  country  as  to  lead  to  its: 
own  decease.  But  I  do  not,  as  a  Parlia- 
mentarian, derive  any  ill-feeling  from  the 
erection  of  a  statue  to  Cromwell,  even  in 
the  Parliamentary  precincts.  Thoughi 
Cromwell  did  put  an  end  to  one  Parlia- 
ment, no  sooner  had  he  seated  himself  in 
the  saddle  and  became  a  Sovereign  of  this 
country  than  he  found  it  necessary  to* 
have  Parliaments  of  his  own.  He  sum- 
moned a  House  of  Commons,  with  which 
he  did  not  get  on  at  all  well ;  and  after 
dismissing  that  House  he  summoned 
another.  Indeed,  he  was  never  able  to« 
get  rid  of  the  deep-rooted  feeling  existing, 
among  the  people  in  favour  of  representa- 
tive institutions.  Disliking  popular  insti- 
tutions, despising  the  House  of  Commons, 
Cromwell  nevertheless  was  obliged 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  political 
existence  to  call  them  one  after 
another  into  existence.  After  his 
death  the  people  of  the  country 
with  one  accord  reverted  to  the 
institutions  which  he  had,  at  all 
events,  partially  destroyed.  So  far  from 
trembling  in  alarm  when  I  pass  under  the 
statue  of  that  great  man,  I  recall  with 
feelings  of  satisfaction  that,  great  as 
Cromwell  was,  he  was  not  great  enough 
to  destroy  free  institutions  in  England.  The 
statue  is  a  reminder  to  us  of  the  great- 
ness of  our  position.  Why  hon.  Gentlemen 
from  Ireland  should  object  to  this  site  I 
cannot  conceive.  They  said  it  was  an 
insult  to  the  House,  but  are  hon.  Mem- 
bers really  so  fond  of  the  House  1  They 
seem  to  forget  that  they  were  not 
Members  of  the  House  Cromwell  so 
rudely  dispersed.  Hon.  Gentlemen  looked 
back  to  the  time  when  they  had  a  House 
of  their  own,  and  they  looked  forward 
to  the  time  when  again  they  should  have 
a  House  of  their  own  ;  and  when  that 
time  comes  it  may  not  be  altogether  out 
of  place  for  them  to  have  a  few  statues 
there  to  remind  them  of  the  troublous 
times  they  have  passed  through.  I  think  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Works  has  done  a  good 
thing  for  the  country  in  allowing  this 
statue  to  Cromwell,  which  is  a  very  fine 
one,  to  be  erected.  If  it  has  any  fault  it 
is  that  it  reduces  the  frock-coated  gentle- 
men in  the  square  with  great  Parliamen- 
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tary  names  to  their  proper  level.  I  congra- 
tulate both  Commissioners  of  Works  upon 
having  been  able,  without  any  expense  to 
the  country,  to  make  the  metropolis  a 
.little  more  attractive  than  it  had  hitherto 
been. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  The  question 
which  the  Committee  has  to  consider  is 
not  the  merits  of  any  person,  past  or 
present,  though  Oliver  Cromwell  un- 
doubtedly was  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able figures  in  history  ;  but  whether 
proper  respect  has  been  paid  to  the  House 
in  erecting  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House  the  statue  of  a  man  who  turned 
it  out  of  its  own  Chamber.  It  seems 
outrageous  that  such  a  thing  could  be 
conceived,  but  to  have  erected  a  statue 
without  consulting  the  House  of  Commons 
is  more  astonishing  still. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE :  1  he  Government 
in  which  I  held  office  as  Commissioner 
>of  Works  did  consult  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  And  what 
•was  the  result  1  A  few  days  afterwards 
•that  Government  went  out.  Who  was 
this  anonymous  benefactor  who  conceived 
the  brilliant  idea  of  erecting  a  statue  to 
the  man  who,  having  abolished  the  House 
of  Lords,  was  obliged  to  restore  it  at  the 
end  of  his  career,  and  who  was  the  person 
who  conceived  the  idea  of  such  a  site  1 
The  site  was  a  very  bad  one  in  which  to 
put  such  a  statue  as  that,  besides  which 
there  are  sites  all  over  London.  There  is 
Berkeley  Square ;  nobody  would  have 
•complained  if  the  site  of  the  statue  had 
been  in  Berkeley  Square.  What  we 
object  to  is  that  tnis  particular  place,  the 
most  improper  of  all  places  in  the  City 
of  London  in  which  to  erect  such  a  statue, 
should  have  been  chosen.  Though,  as  I 
have  said,  Cromwell  was  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  figures  in  history,  why  a 
statue  for  him  alone  of  all  the  great 
men  of  that  day  ?  Why  not  a  statue 
of  the  Earl  of  Strafford*?  Who  is  the 
anonymous  benefactor  who  will  offer  us 
a  statue  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  1  There 
is  a  Viceroy  of  India  who  perhaps  might 
very  fitly  make  that  offer,  for  his  motto 
also  is  "Thorough."  There  is  in  the 
outer  lobby  of  this  House  one  of  the 
finest  busts  that  ever  left  the  chisel  of 
the  sculptor.  I  admit  that  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  has  done  every- 

M^  BirrelL 


thing  he  could  to  spoil  it — he  haspxat 
it  in  one  of  the  worst  possible  places  ai^md 
has  given  it  the  worst  possible  pedest^aV 
but  he  has  not  succeeded  in  doing  wh_sit 
it  was  impossible  to  do,  destroy  t  ~3ie 
;  beauty  of  the  bust.  But  having  the  bn^Bst 
inside,  why   do  you  want  a  statue  o^b_u- 

j  side  1     The  First  Commissioner  of  Woi k* 

!  says   he   knew  there   wras    some   feeli      ng 
|  against  it,  but  he  was  entitled  to  assuK — ne 
1  that  that  feeling  was  not  very  strong  ""•)£• 
cause  on  the  Estimates  last  year  no  c^ne 
(  attacked  his  salary  in  order  to  raise  tz.  lie 
question     and     show     there     was    m^  miy 
I  hostility   to   the    scheme.      The    opj*-c_>r- 
I  tunity   has   come    again,   and    in   com.se- 
I  quencc  of  the  challenge  thrown  out     ly 
!  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  it  is  necessmy 
!  that  this  reduction  should  be  moved.       I 
I  cannot   conceive   what   the   First     Con- 
|  missioner   of    Works   could     have    been 
\  thinking  of  to  have  sanctioned  this,    or 
what  the  Government  could  have  been 
:  thinking  about  to  have  allowed  him  to. 
I  There   is,  of  course,  said  to   be  between 
'  political  parties  a  movement  of  continuity. 
I     do     not      know      whether     in     this 
\  case  there    is   any  question    of    making 
friends  with  the  mammon  of  unrighteons- 
I  ness,  but  I  do  think  it  was  most  unfortu- 
j  nate    that    the    First    Commissioner  of 
:  Works  should  have  persisted  in  acting  in 
!  this  matter  when  he  knew  there  was  * 
i  very  strong  opposition.     And  under  these 
circumstances,   regretting   as   I    do  that 
:  such  a   statue  as  this  should  have  been 
;  placed  on  this  site,  I  must  vote  for  the 
:  reduction. 

!    *Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R.. 
!  Elland) :  I  should  not  have  addressed  this 
Committee  unless  I  had  felt  with  rather 
1  unusual  intensity  that  it  is  a  serious  &&~ 
1  credit  to  the  country  not  to  have  a  statu*1 
in  any  of  our  great  public  places  of  one 
of  the  greatest  rulers  our  Empire  ever 
>  had,  and  in  expressing  this  opinion  I  *& 
expressing  the  opinion  of  a  great  prop(>r' 
tion  of  the  English  people,  and  certainly 
of    the   manufacturing   districts    of   tbe 
i  north  where  I  am  a  representative.    Th*** 
1  are  two  portions  of   the   community  1fl 
I  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  who  disapprove 
of  the  statue.     The  first  are  the  repre*e,l~ 
■  tatives  of  Ireland.    I  hope  Irish  Membe** 
!  will  believe  it  when  some  of  us  on  tl*1* 
i  side  of  the  House  say  we  regret,  as  tb^- 
have  regretted,  the  history  of  England  x*\ 
its  dealings  with  Ireland  from  the  time  * 
Oliver  Cromwell  to  the  present  day.    £* 
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;he  same  time,  we  do  not  think  they 
iltogether  understand  the  reasons  why 
Cromwell  perpetrated  the  alleged  atroci- 
.ies  against  civilisation  while  ne  was  in 
[  Teland. 


Mr.  DILLON 
r**ctly  well. 


We  understand  it  per- 


*Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  In  the  despatches 
it*  used  to  send  soon  after  every  one  of 
tiia    battles  to   Speaker   Lenthal   in   the 
House  of  Commons,  we  have  fortunately 
bis  own  account  of   the  reas  ons  why  he 
perpetrated  the  massacres  of  IJrogheda  and 
\Vexford.     I   do  not  say  those   reasons 
entirely  justify  his  action,  but  they  show 
tbat  he  was  not  acting  under  the  brutal 
impulse  of  military  anger  or  of  religious 
bigotry.      In  the  letter  which  he  wrote 
after  the  fall  of  Wexford,    he   describes 
the  garrison   as   "  answering  with  their 
lives     for  the  cruelties  which  had  been 
practised  on   Protestants.      I  do  not  say 
that  is  a  justification  for  the  action  of  Oliver 
Cromwell — [A    Nationalist    Member  : 
Then    why    do    you     quote    it?] — but 
it  shows  that  he  believed  that  the  Irish- 
men whom  he  put  to  the  sword  had  been 
themselves   guilty  of  brutal  and  uncivi- 
lised outrages.     I  want  to   say   a   word 
about  the  objections  to    the  statue   of 
Oliver  Cromwell  from  a  British  point  of 
view,  passing   by   the  prejudice   to  the 
atatue  being  erected  in  one  place  rather 
than  another.     The  important  thing  for 
us  to  consider  is  the  reason  for  which  we 
erect  statues  to   our  great  men.     It   is 
ultimately  that  we  believe  in  their  great- 
ness.   We   cannot    discuss   whether    we 
agree  with   their  opinions,    or   approve 
°f   their    character.      What     we     have 
to  go  by  is  their  greatness.     WTe  had  two 
years  ago  a  great  instance  of  noble  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  political  oppo- 
nents of  the  last  great  statesman  who  left 
thi*  House.     On  that   occasion  the  poli- 
tical opponents    of   Mr.   Gladstone    did 
eyerything  they  possibly  could  to  honour 
him  when  he  passed  away.     That  is  the 
tuition  of  England;  the  rule  England 
'bakes.    Why  should  Oliver  Cromwell  be 
Seated   as  an   exception?      [An    Irish 
Member  :  Because  he  is  a  murderer.]     Is 
!t  because   some     hon.   Gentlemen    still 
?nject  to  the  one  deed  for  which  he  is, 
ln(*eed,  peculiar — that    owing  to  him  a 
Monarch*  head  fell  ?    I  do  not  think  hon. 
Gentlemen  really  feel  that  is  a  sufficient 
^nsideration.     After  all,  the  revolution 


which  Cromwell  carried  through  was — 
apart  from  the  bloody  war — as  far  as 
political  retribution  or  punishment  of 
opponents  was  concerned,  certainly  the- 
most  bloodless  revolution  through  which, 
any  country  has  ever  passed.  At  this 
particular  time  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
House  not  to  vote  against  the  position 
which  the  statue  has  been  given,  because 
I  think  the  country  feels  that  it  may  be 
a  good  thing  to  recognise  a  man  who, 
whatever  his  faults,  was  the  strongest  audi 
the  most  decisive  ruler  we  have  ever 
had.  I  am  sure  there  are  many 
gentlemen  in  this  House  who  do  not. 
altogether  approve  of  all  the  deeds  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  who  would  not  be  sorry 
if  he  were  on  the  floor  of  this  House  to- 
day, and  could  lend  some  of  his  decisive- 
ness to  our  administration,  and  more 
strength  to  our  War  Office  in  this  great 
crisis.  There  are  some  of  us  who  look 
upon  Cromwell's  character  as  one  of  the 
strongest  and  finest  characters  in  history. 
A  large  part  of  our  people  look  upon  him 
as  our  greatest  ruler,  and  on  his  methods 
of  action  and  ideas  as  the  most  truly 
English.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House 
will  not  vote  against  the  statue. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  intervene  in  this  debate  because 
my  name  has  been  dragged  in  by  a 
number  of  speakers,  and  because  various 
appeals  have  been  made  on  lx)th  sides  to 
some  utterances  of  mine  made  three  or- 
four  years  ago.  I  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  referring  to  those  utter- 
ances, but,  as  they  have  been  described 
by  various  gentlemen  as  eloquent  and 
convincing,  I  am  certain  that  those  hon. . 
Gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  they  are 
inconsistent  with  what  I  am  now  about  to 
say.  I  always  notice  that  when  a  former 
speech  of  anyone  is  praised  by  his 
opponents  it  is  in  order  to  draw  a  con- 
trast unfavourable  to  the  speech  which  he 
has  just  delivered  or  is  about  to  deliver. 
But  if  I  had  had  the  wish  to  refer  to  my 
former  speech  I  doubt  whether  I  should 
have  had  the  opportimit}',  for,  unless  my 
eyes  deceive  me,  there  are  scattered  about 
the  House  so  many  copies  of  the  volume  of 
Hanmrd  in  which  that  speech  occurs  pro- 
bably that  the  stock  in  the  library  must  be 
exhausted.  As  I  do  not  remember  very 
accurately  what  I  said,  I  must  trust  to 
my  natural  consistency  to  keep  me  out  of 
serious  trouble  on  the  present  occasion.. 
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I  feel  pretty  sure  that,  on  the  previous 

•  occasion  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  must 
have  said  something  about  the  historic 
character  and  the  claims  of  Cromwell  to 
recognition   by   Englishmen,   Scotchmen, 

.and  Irishmen  ;  and  I  am  the  last  person 
to  deny  that  he  was  a  very  great  English- 
man, and  a  man  whom — whether  we  l>e 
Englishmen,  Scotchmen,  or  Irishmen — we 
:  should  have  no  objection  to  seeing 
honoured  by  some  permanent  memorial 
But  I  do  not  agree  either  with  the  violent 
.attacks  on  him  which  have  been  made  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland  or  with  the 
laudations,  which  I  conceive  to  be  ex- 
travagantly worded, 'expressed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who   has  just  sat  down  and 

•  others  who  have  spoken  in  this  debate. 
I  believe  that  Cromwell  was  neither  the 
fiend  represented  by  one  set  of  critics  nor 
the  man  of  superemincnt  greatness  repre- 
sented by  others.  His  reputation  has,  as 
we  all  know,  gone  through  strange  vicis- 
situdes. Cursed  after  his  death  by 
the     violence     of     party     faction,      his 

.ashes  scattered  to  the  winds,  his  name 
scarcely  to  be  mentioned  in  respectable 
society  as  of  one  possessing  any  virtues 
at  all,  he  has  now  for  more  than  a  genera- 
tion—largely through  the  labours  of  Mr. 
Carlyle  been  raised  on  a  pedestal  which, 
in  my  opinion  at  all  events,  is  too  high. 
Thomas  Carlyle  is  largely  responsible  for 
what  I  cannot  help  regarding  as  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  an  historic  legend. 

.Nobody  would  for  a  moment  deny  that 
Cromwell  was  a  great  soldier.  But 
remember  he  never  was  brought  into 
conflict  with  any  of  the  really  great  com- 
manders of  his  time.     He  never  had  to 

-fight  Conde  or  Turenne  ;  and  those  whom 
he  had  to  fight,  though  of  eminent 
bravery  and  average  capacity,  have  not 
left  in  military  history  any  great  name. 
Then  Cromwell  is  sometimes  described  to 
us  as  the  one  heaven-] >orn  Foreign  Minis- 
ter whom  England  possessed  during  the 
whole  of  the  seventeenth  century.  I  think 
that  that  view  of  his  character  is  altogether 
beside  the  truth.     I  am  no  great  admirer 

.  of  the  kings  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  but 
from  the   very  nature  of   their  position 

i  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to 

.  have  what  is  called  a  "  vigorous  foreign 
policy."  They  were  in  constant  conflict 
with  their  Parliament.  [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber :  So  was  Cromwell.]  They  never  had 
at  their  command  what  Cromwell  had — a 
standing  army.     If  they  had  had  at  their 

.  command  that  standing  army,  able  to  do 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


for  them  what  Cromwell's  did  for  him- 
make  them  superior  to  all  laws  and  ab» 
lute  masters  of  the  resources  of  tl 
country,  whether  the  people  were  desiroi 
of  supporting  their  policy  or  not — thei 
though  I  do  not  contend  for  a  momei 
that  Charles  I.  or  Charles  II.  was  equ 
to  Cromwell  in  capacity,  they  woul 
certainly  have  had  a  foreign  policy  diffe 
ent  from  that  which  circumstance 
obliged  them  to  pursue.  And  when  ^ 
hear  of  the  vigour  of  Cromwell's  foreic 
policy,  let  me  remind  the  House  that  I 
exercised  that  policy  at  a  most  opportur 
moment  in  the  history  of  Europe  for  h 
purposes.  Cromwell  came  between  tl 
strong  rule  of  Richelieu  on  the  one  sic 
and  of  Louis  XIV.  on  the  other  :  and  ^ 
should  have  heard  very  little,  probabl; 
of  the  story  of  the  Pope  hearing  the  soiui 
of  his  cannon  at  the  Vatican  if  his  perio 
of  power  had  coincided  with  the  height  < 
power  enjoyed  by  Louis  XIV.  Let  m 
say,  fxu'ther,  with  regard  to  that  foreig 
policy  that,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  aft< 
the  event,  he  took  the  wrong  side.  Wlri 
the  coming  danger  to  Europe  was  froi 
the  French,  he  supported  the  Frenc 
against  the  dying  monarchy  of  Spain, 
at  all  events,  cannot  join  in  the  son* 
what  extravagant  eulogies  passed  upo 
his  foreign  policy.  What  are  we  t 
say  about  his  domestic  policy  ? 
believe  Cromwell  was  a  sincere  lover  t 
men,  that  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  seein 
constitutional  Government  carried  on  i 
this  country,  and  that  he  was  no  enem 
of  Parliamentary  institutions.  I  cntirel 
agree  with  what  fell  from  the  hon.  Gei 
tleman  the  Member  for  West  Fife,  tha 
Cromwell  would  have  been  anxious  t 
govern  according  to  constitutional  mean 
had  it  been  possible  for  him  to  do  so.  1 
was  not  possible  for  him  to  do  so.  B 
his  ill-fortune  rather  than  his  )>ad  manage 
ment  he  found  himself  governor  c 
England  against  the  will  of  the  countr 
and  the  people.  One  hon.  Meml>er  d< 
scribed  Oliver  Cromwell  as  "a 
democrat.''  He  may  have  l^een 
democrat  - 


g<*> 
a  goo 


Mr.  DILLON  :  A  good  Radical. 

Mu.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Very  wel 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  part  of  th 
duty  of  u  a  good  Radical  "  to  govern  i 
defiance  of  the  opinion  of  the  communit 
you  are  governing.  It  very  likel 
is.     At  all  events,  that  was  the  positio 
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in      which      Cromwell     found      himself 
though  all  the  years  of  his  reign ;  and 
every  attempt  which  he  made  —and  they 
were     perfectly     genuine     and     honest 
attempts — to    substitute   some    form    of 
constitutional  government  for  the  military 
despotism  which  was,  in  fact,  the  frame- 
work of  English  Government  at  the  time 
was  thwarted  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
Are  we   to   describe   in   these  terms   of 
eulogy  a  man  who,  so  far  as  I  know,  has 
left  behind  him  not  one  single  permanent 
trace  of    creative    ability,  and    not    one 
single    mark     upon     our     constitutional 
history  ?     ("  Oh,  oh  !  ")     Well,  1  am  not 
aware  of  any,  except  perhaps  that  preju- 
dice against  standing  armies  which  had 
been  burnt  into  the  English    mind    for 
generation  after   generation,  and    which 
was  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  that 
successive  English  Governments   had  to 
intend   with  in  carrying    out   a    great 
constitutional  policy  at  the  end  of    the 
seventeenth    and    the  beginning  of    the 
eighteenth  centuries.      It  appears  to  me 
that  while  it  would  l>e  folly  to  deny  to 
Cromwell  the  epithet  of  "  great,"  he  was, 
on  the  whole,  through    no  fault  of    his 
own,  a  somewhat  ineffectual  and  certainly 
a  most  pathetic    figure  in  our    history. 
But,  Sir,  holding  those  views — and  we  are 
aB  at  liberty  to  form  our  ow*n  estimate  of 
historic  characters— is  there  anything  in 
what  has  been  said  which  should  induce 
this  House  to  take  down  the  statue  from 
the  place  where  it  is,  and  either  destroy 
jt  or  erect  it  elsewhere  ?    Sir,  I  say  there 
is  nothing.     I  deeply  regret  to  hear  the 
appeal  to  history  made    from  the  Irish 
tenches,  because  it  indicates — if  I  may  be 
forgiven  for  saying  so — one  of  the  rooted 
Weaknesses  of  the  Irish  character.     They 
!l«ver  will  forgive  an  injury ;  though  it  is 
*n  injury  200  or  300  years  old,  it  seems  to 
them  as  fresh  as  if  committed  yesterday, 
•purely   we   can  afford   in   this  world  of 
^haiice  and  change  to  forget  and  forgive. 
I-An"  Irish  Nationalist  Member  :  But 
•J"°u  carry  out  Cromwell's  policy  to-day.] 
/*  is  my  good  fortune  to  live  near  the 
J^Ulefield   of   Dunbar,  where   Cromwell 
^f«»ated  my  countrymen,  gaining  one  of 
greatest    victories    ever     won     by 


th 


5*nglishmen  over  Scotsmen.  Does  any 
^otsman  on  that  account  think  he  has  a 
'^d  feud  with  Cromwell  which  no  time 
**«*  work  out  ?  Surely  that  is  neither  a 
^tierous  nor  a  wise  point  of  view.  When 
^^munities  are  bound  to  live  together, 
^hen  peoples  are  placed  under  circum-  j  No.  130) 


stances  where  a  common  life  is  alisolutely 
necessary,  surely  it  is  not  only  Christian 
|  charity  but  the  height  of  wisdom  to  forget 
'  those  old  injuries,    those  ancient   far-off 
|  wrongs,    which     are    l>eing    perpetually 
i  brought  before  the  mind  by  memories  of 
!  that  kind — embittering   differences,   and 
I  perpetuating   racial    hostilities.       I    have 
I  been  accused  of  inconsistency  because  1 
resisted  public  money  being  given  to  erect 
a  statue  to  Cromwell  in  the  year  1895, 
while  assenting  now  to  someone  else  giving 
a  statue  out  of  his  private  means   to  )>e 
erected  in  the  precincts  of  the  House.     I 
believe    there     is    not    one    shilling    of 
public   money  expended  on   the   statue, 
and   I   confess   I   do  think  it  would  be 
carrying    these    ancient    political    feuds 
very  much  too  far  if  we  were  to  forbid 
private   generosity  to  erect  a  statue  to  a 
great   Englishman.     There  is  hardly  any 
action  for  which  the  Restoration  Govern- 
ment has  been  more  bitterly  and  perhaps 
more  justly  attacked  than  that  of  dese- 
crating Cromwell's  grave,  taking  up  his 
ashes,  and  scattering  them  to  the  winds. 
[An     Irish     Nationalist     Member: 
What    about    the    Mahdi  1]      They    did 
that  deed  under  the  bitter  memories  of 
wrongs    scarcely     healed    over,    and    of 
wounds  which  were  still  green  and  fresh. 
Are   we   to  do   something    parallel    250 
years  after  Cromwell  passed  away  ?     Are 
we  to  be  so  mindful  of  any  error  he  may 
,  have  committed  that  even  now  we  cannot 
tolerate  within  fifty  yards  of  this  House 
1  the   statue  of   a  man   who  was  supreme 
Governor  of  this  country  for  many  years, 
i  a  man  who  showed  great  ability,   and  a 
;  man  to  whom,  however  we  place  him  in 
I  the  hierarchy  of  English  worthies,  no  one 
i  denies  the  title  of  "  a  great  man  '  (\ 

!  Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
,  Scotland)  :  We  have  heard  a  speech  from 
1  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  which  I 
1  think  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ex- 
1  amples  of  the  facility  and  dexterity  with 
|  which  political  leaders  can  explain 
\  away  entire  differences  of  attitude 
i  according     to     whether     they     are     on 

this  or  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
|  What  is  the  Parliamentary  situation  with 
,  regard  to  this  question  If  This  House  by 
i  a    majority     of    fifteen    sanctioned    the 

erection  of  a  statue  to  Cromwell.*     The 


i 


;      *  The  figures  were  152  to  137  (Division  List 
|  No.  123,  Mth  June,  1895).     On  the  17th  June, 


1895,  the  figures  were  220  to  83  (Division  List 
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Government   of   the   day    regarded    the 
result   of   the  division  as   evidencing  so 
strong  a  feeling  against  a  statue  that  they 
immediately     afterwards    withdrew    the 
vote.     In  the  minority  against  the  pro- 
posal every  single  Member  other  than  the 
Irish    Meml>ers   was  a    Member   of   the 
Unionist  party.     In   fact,    the   vote  was 
approved  by  only  thirteen  Conservative 
and  Unionist  Memtars.     That  was   the 
situation  in  the  last  Parliament.     What 
is  the  Parliamentary  situation  now  l   The 
party   which   then  was  in  a  minority  is 
now   in  a  majority,  and  the  first  thing 
that  majority    does    is    to    sanction    a 
thing  which    when  it  was  a  minority  it 
refused     to     sanction.       I     cannot    see 
the  consistency  of  that  position.     A  dis- 
tinction is  made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works     because    the    money    for     this 
statue  has  come  from  a  private  source.    I 
absolutely  fail  to  see  the  distinction.  The 
statue  is  erected  in  the  precincts  of  this 
House  ;  whether  it  is  by  public  or  private 
money  does  not  affect  that  fact  in  the 
least.  The  statue  is  erected  in  the  precincts 
of  this  House,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Dublin  University 
pointed  out,  against  the  expressed  will  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.     Is  it  toler- 
able that  a  portion  of  the  ground  within 
the  precincts  of   this   House   should   l>e 
given  away  by  the  servant  and  agent  of 
this  House  against  the  expressed  will  and 
vote  and  desire  of  Parliament  1     That  is 
the  real  question     and  not  whether  the 
money  has  been  given  by   private   indi- 
viduals    or    has    come    out    of     public 
funds.      Does  anyone  in  his  senses  mean  . 
to  say  that  if  a  private  individual  went  to  ; 
the  Commissioner  of  Works  and  said — "I . 
will  give  so  much  money  for  the  erection 
of  a   statue  to  Strafford "  (to   take   the  j 
name  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  for  ! 
King's  Lynn),  the  Commissioner  of  Works 
would  be  entitled  to  put  up  a  statue  to  . 
Strafford     at    that    private    individual's  j 
expense  without  the  express  sanction  of  ■ 
Parliament  1      No,     nobody    would    lay  ' 
down  any  such  proposition.      Now,  with 
regard  to  the  historical  question.      The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  entirely  ! 
misunderstood   the   Irish   point   of   view 
concerning  Cromwell.     He  says  that  the  , 
battle   of   Dunbar  was   fought   near  his  j 
residence,  and  that  though  his  countrymen  | 
were  beaten  there  Scotsmen  feel  no  ran-  . 
cour  or  vindictiveness  towards  Cromwell 
or   his   memory.      Does   the    right   hon. 
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Gentleman     suppose     that     the    reason 
Cromwell   is   hated   in    Ireland,    with    a 
hatred   as   fresh   to-day   as   a   couple  of 
hundred  years  ago,  is  that  Cromwell  beat 
the   Irish   in    battle  ?      That   is   not  the 
reason  at  all.      It  is  not  the  victory  of 
Cromwell  in  the  open  field  that  is  resented, 
it  is  the  cold-blooded  massacres  after  the 
battle   was  over   which  have  stained  and 
for  ever  will  stain  his  name.     The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Elland  division  has  stated 
the  case  against  the  statue  very  accurately. 
He  says,  "  I  support  the   statue  because 
Cromwell  was  so  thoroughly  English."    I 
tell  my  hon.  friend  that  one  of  the  reason* 
his   country  excites   so   much  animosity 
amongst  the  people  of  Ireland  to-day  » 
that   Cromwell   represents   to   them  the 
distorted  image  of  all  Englishmen.   What 
did  Cromwell  do  t      It  was  not  only  that 
he   massacred.      The   hon.    Member   for 
South  Belfast  said  in  an  interruption  that 
Protestant  Christians  had  been  massacred 
in  1641.     Whether  or  not  there  were  a 
large  number  of  Christians  massacred  in 
1641  is  one   of   the  vexed  questions  of 
Irish  history  upon  which  many  different 
opinions   have     l>een     pronounced,    and 
many  historians,  including,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  that  eminent  historian  the  junior 
Meml>er  for  Dublin    University,  are  of 
opinion      that     the      number    of     men 
massacred  has  been  grossly  exaggerated. 
Supposing  it  were  true  that  the  massacre 
of  Protestants  in  1641  was  as  great  and 
terrible  as  has  been  made  out,  the  battle 
was   in  the  open  field  with  a  general  at 
the  head  of  civilised  troops.     Surely  th» 
is  no  justification  for  the  massacre  in  cold 
blood,  not  merely  of  men,  but  of  women 
and  children,  on  the  ground  that  Crom- 
well was  avenging  the  blood  of  his  fellor 
Protestants.     A   more  monstrous  or  un- 
christian doctrine  I  never  heard.  I  remem- 
ber one  of  the  very  first  occasions  in  my 
Parliamentary  experience,  when  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  going  into  the  same  lobby  with 
the  light  hon.   Gentleman   the   Member 
for  Bodmin,  to  vote  against  the  erection 
of  a  statue  of  Prince  Napoleon  in  West- 
minster Abl>ey,  and  the  objection  raised 
was   that  by  erecting  a  statue  to  the 
young  prince  we  would  be  supposed  to- 
be  giving  our  countenance  and  approval 
to  the  policy  and  dynasty  of  which  the 
prince  was  the  representative.     The  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury   finds    fault    with  us    f or  our 
vindictiveness.     There  is  one  thing  tin* 
Irishmen   can  never    forgive,  even  if  * 
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)usand  years  intervened,  and  that  ;  source  of  dread  and  horror  to  Irishmen* 
the  cold-blooded  massacre  of  women  !  this  Parliament  is  sending  a  message  of 
d  children.  What  happened  1  With  i  hatred  and  contempt  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
prd  to  the  events  at  Drogheda,  we  have  i  land.  For  these  reasons  I  think  we  are 
t  to  rely  only  upon  the  accounts  of  ;  perfectly  within  our  right  in  opposing 
sh  historians,  but  we  have  the  authority  this  Vote.  So  far  as  the  English  career 
at  least  one  eminent  Englishman,  Mr.  '  of  Cromwell  is  concerned  I  have  little  to 
ood,  brother  of  the  well-known  historian  ;  say.  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the 
Oxford,  with  regard  to  the  events  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  Crom- 
it  massacre.  When  the  people  had  '  well's  virtues  have  been  unduly  magnified, 
en  massacred,  the  soldiers  beaten,  and  and  if  I  were  a  Conservative  or  an  English- 
j  town  taken,  Cromwell  and  his  '  man  I  should  be  inclined  to  look 
diers  entered.  They  went  into  the  upon  Cromwell's  English  career  with  dis- 
ireh,  and  they  massacred  every  woman  !  favour.  If  we  were  speaking  of  a  statue 
>y  met  there.  It  is  described  how  he  ,  of  John  Hampden  or  Pym,  no  admirer 
wl  to  save  one  unfortunate  young  lady,  j  of  representative  institutions  would  oppose 
t  before  he  was  able  to  take  her  to  a  |  a  statue,  because  Hampden  was  true  to 
.ce  of  refuge  one  of  Cromwell's  soldiers  ( the  great  principle  of  Parliamentary 
i  her  through  with  the  sword.  The  ;  freedom  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  Was 
ry  is  so  terrible  that  it  is  almost  Cromwell  true  1  No,  he  was  not,  for  he 
Bcult  to  believe  it,  for  some  of  the  i  did  acts  of  despotism  far  in  excess  of 
diers  are  described  as  taking  up  babies  '  those  which  brought  Louis  XVI.  to  the 
arms  and  using  them  as  shields,  the  J  scaffold.  I  know  no  irony  in  history 
bies  being  killed  by  the  Irish  soldiers  j  more  tragic  than  that  a  statue  should  be 
torn  they  were  attacking.  Is  there  any  erected  to  the  man  who  brought  Charles  I. 
ilogy  between  an  open  battle  and  a  '  to  the  scaffold  for  interfering  with  the 
Jily  victory  and  a  manly  defeat  in  the  i  liberties  of  Parliament  when  Cromwell 
Id  of  Dunbar,  and  such  terrible  j  himself  interfered  with  the  liberties  of 
idents  as  I  have  described  1  The  right ,  Parliament  far  more  than  Charles  I.  ever 
o.  Gentleman  talks  of  the  freshness  of  ;  did.  It  is  true  that  Cromwell  took  part 
r  memory.  I  remember  going  to  the  ,  in  the  great  struggle  upon  which  the 
m  of  Wexford  some  time  ago,  and  \  foundations  of  our  liberty  were  built  and 
jre  there  is  a  square  to  this  day  where  i  preserved.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be 
{ people  point  out  in  the  town  the  very  I  said  that  he  arrested  a  great  deal  of  the 
ft  where  the  women  and  children ;  peaceful  development  of  the  institutions 
re  massacred  by  the  soldiers  of  j  of  this  country,  and  in  my  opinion  no 
unwell.  And  now  we  are  asked  i  Conservative  Government  can  fairly  ask 
at  right  we  Irish  Members  have  to  !  this  House  to  approve  of  this  statue, 
ject   to    this    statue.      We    are    still  | 

imbers  of  this  Parliament,  and  after  j  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
J  changes  that  may  occur  in  our  legis-  j  E.) :  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
ive  relations,  undoubtedly  this  Parlia- 1  subject  principally  because  when  the  Vote 
nt  still  remains  the  Imperial  Parlia- ;  for  erecting  this  statue  was  before  Parlia- 
nt,  and  must  to  that  extent  be  repre- 1  ment  a  few  years  ago  I  had  something  to 
itative  of  the  people  of  Ireland  so  far  I  do  with  the  opposition  raised  against  it. 
Imperial  affairs  are  concerned ;  there-  j  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
e  our  interest  in  this  Parliament  j  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  very  interesting 
aains.  But  there  is  something  besides  j  speech  which  he  delivered  a  few  moments 
i  House  of  Commons,  important  as  that .  ago,  gave  the  Irish  Members  something 
y  be.  There  are  other  countries  who  i  in  the  nature  of  a  lecture.  He  said  that 
id  representatives  to  the  House,  and  •  he  thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  in 
ragh  they  might  not  regard  the  erec- 1  Ireland  we  could  not  learn  to  forget  like 
n  of  this  statue  as  affecting  the  dignity  !  the  Scotch  people  had  learned  to  forget, 
this  Parliament,  we  Irish  Members !  for  they  bore  no  ill-will  against  the 
re  the  people  of  our  own  country  and  |  memory  of  Cromwell  for  the  grievances 
rir  sentiments  and  feelings  to  consider,  which  he  inflicted  upon  Scotchmen  many 
1  this  Parliament  has  a  right  to  con-  i  years  ago.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
er  them.  By  putting  up  in  almost  the  j  Irish  people  arequite  as  ready  to  forget  and 
*t  public  and  finest  site  in  this  building  forgive  as  the  Scotch  people  ;  but  the  Irish 
>  statue  of  a  man  whose  name  is  a  j  people  will  not  learn  to  forget — and  they 
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never  should  learn  to  forget     the  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  them  years  ago,  as  long  as 
a  vestige  of  those  wrongs  still  remain,  and 
I  say  that  in  Ireland,  in  considering  the 
history  of  Cromwell  in  our  country,  we 
cannot    forget    the    fact     that     though 
Cromwell    has   long  since  passed   away,  : 
there  still  remains  much  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  which  was  instituted  by 
him.      Injustices     still     remain     to     be 
remedied,  and  until  those  injustices  are 
remedied   the  Irish  people   will    neither 
forget  nor  forgive  the  conduct  of  Crura- , 
well  and  the  injustice  which  he  inflicted 
upon  our   country.      It  is  not  only  the 
Irish   national  historians  and   politicians 
who   hold   these   views   with   regard    to 
Cromwell,     for    I    might    quote    exten- 
sively if  I   desired  from  the  writings  of 
the     hon.    Gentlemen    the    Member    for , 
the     Cniversity      of      Dublin,     who     is 
recognised   to   be   one    of    the    greatest 
living  historians  at  the  present  time,  and 
he  has  fully  justified  and  l»orne  out  the 
estimate  of  Cromwell's  character  which  is 
held  by  the  majority  of  the  Irish   people. 
Although  Cromwell  has  long  since  passed  ; 
away,  we  find  in   Ireland  to-day  a  great 
deal  that  is  to   be  complained  of  in  the  j 
relations  l>etween  landlord  and  tenant  for 
which  Cromwell  is  to  l>e  blamed,  for  the  \ 
origin  of  these  relations  is  to  be  found  in 
the  settlements  which  he  set  up  in  Ire- 
land.    1    can  tell  the  First   l^ord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  other  meml>ers  of  this 
Committee  that  whoever  else  in    Ireland 
may    forget  Oliver   Cromwell's   conduct,  | 
the  people  in  the  portion  of  Ireland   that 
1  come  from  never  will  forget  him  as  long  ' 
as  they   live,  or  as  long  as  they  are  able 
to   read  in  history  the  conduct  of  Crom- 
well in  the  county  of  Wexford.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Scotland  ; 
Division  of  Liverpool  has  referred  to  the  ' 
massacres    perpetrated    by   Cromwell     in 
Wexford   and   Drogheda.       1  come  from 
Wexford,  and  as  long  as  I  can   remember 
it   has  been   a   common  tradition  of  the  ' 
people  of  all  classes  there  that  they  look 
with  horror  upon  the  infamies  perpetrated  . 
upon  the  defenceless  j>eople  of  the  county 
I    come   from    by     Cromwell.       In    the 
whole    history    of    the    world    there    is 
nothing  more  infamous,  cowardly,  or  more  . 
contemptible   than   the  conduct  of  Crom- 
well in  Wexford  and  Drogheda.   Cromwell  ! 
not  only  slaughtered  the  people  who  had 
surrendered,    he  not    only    broke   every 
undertaking  that  he  gave  to  give  quarter  , 
to   the   men   who   could    resist   him    no 
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longer ;  but  it  is  on  record  and  l>eyond 
question  that  when  he  entered  the  town 
of   Wexford  he  slaughtered  the   women 
and  the  children,  and  in  one  spot  in  the 
Bull  Ring  of  Wexford,  around   a   large 
cross  erected  there,  300  women  and  chil- 
dren  were  put  to  the  sword,    and    the 
streets  ran  red  with  their  blood  ;  and  yet 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  blames  the 
Irish  people  because  these  things  are  not 
forgotten  by  them.    How  could  we  forget 
such   atrocities  ?     Even  at  this    moment 
the  bitterest  ill  wish  that  can  be   uttered 
by   one    person   against   another  in  the 
county  of  Wexford  is  to  say,  "  The  curse 
of  Cromwell  be  on  you  !  "     The  curse  of 
Cromwell  is  rememWed  in  the  county  of 
Wexford  and  in  Ireland  generally,  and  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned  I  take   this  oppor- 
tunity, as  I  have  taken  previous  oppor- 
tunities, to  protest  against  what  I  will 
call   a   monstrous    insult    put   upon  the 
Irish  people  by  confronting  them  when 
they  come  into  this  House  with  a  statue 
of  Oliver  Cromwell.     I   was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
the  First  Commissioner  of   Works  spoke, 
I  do  not    know  whether    he  was  asked, 
or    whether    it    would   be   in    order  to 
ask,  whether  any  public  money  whatever 
was  spent  in  the  erection  of  this  statue, 
[Mr.  Akers  Douglas  :  No.]     Then  that 
is  one  satisfaction  we  have,  and  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  but  for  the 
action  of  Irish  Members  some  time  ago 
£3,000  of  public  money  would  have  been 
spent  upon  this  statue.     I  think  it  is  a 
very  go<xl  thing  from  every  point  of  view 
that  no  public  money  was  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment, for  an  uglier  statue  or  a  greater 
blot  upon  the  general  symmetry  of  Parlia- 
mentary buildings  could  not  l>e  conceived 
than   that    statue   of    Oliver    Cromwell 
The    hon.    Member     for    the     Scotland 
Division  of  Liverpool  spoke  of  Cromwell  i 
conduct  in  England,  but  that  is  no  part 
of  my  business  to  deal  with.     In  England 
Cromwell  started  his  career  as  a  champion 
of  lil>erty,  and  he  wound  up  by  being, 
from   my   point   of   view,  a   far  greater 
dictator  than  ever  Charles  I.  attempted 
to  be,  for  he  strangled  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  country.     From  whatever 
point  of   view   Englishmen   look  at  this 
question  they  are   entitled   to   object  to 
this   statue.     I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite, who  are  so  devoted  to  the  throne 
and   constitution,  and   whose    loyalty  » 
unquestionable,   if   they    think    it   is  * 
proper  thing,  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
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»  put  up  a  statue  to  a  common 

0  a  man  who  murdered  his 
old  blood.  If  that  is  what 
tbers  of  the  Conservative 
ire   to   do,    all   1   can    say    is 

1  extremely  sorry  for  them. 
Irish  point  of  view  we  have 
t  to  object  to  this,  for  Crom- 
lory  is  hateful  to  us.  He  was 
>r  and  a  man  who,  in  the  name 
nity  and  with  the  word  of  God 
lips,  attempted  to  stifle  the 
eligion  of  the  Irish  *  people, 
said  that  he  would  give  reli- 
lom  in  Ireland  and  toleration 
sect,  but  nobody  could  go  to 
?land,  and  that  was  his  idea  of 

You    could    practise     your 

long  as  it  coincided  with  the 
le  Roundheads,  but  Cromwell 

the  Irish  people.  I  desire  to 
protest  against  the  erection  of 
monument  on  the  best  site 
5  precincts  of  this  House  to  a 
even  from  an  English  point  of 
a  murderer  and  a  regicide. 


ISRAELI  (Cheshire,  Altrin- 
io  not  think  this  subject  should 
\s  a  purely  Irish  question.  I 
t  the  logical  conclusion  of  the 
>uld  be  that  the  salary  of  my 
.  friend  the  Commissioner  of 
ould  be  reduced  by  £200,  for 

question  l>efore  the  House  is 
hi  of  the  site  which  has  been 
)r  the  statue.  Is  the  site  a 
and  a  good  one?  Cromwell 
rliament,  and  so  my  right  hon. 
!  First  Commissioner  of  Works 

statue  within  the  precincts  of 
t;  Cromwell  coerced  his  judges, 
i  statue  is  placed  upon  the  site 

law  courts ;  Cromwell  perpetu- 
ed  the  tenets  of  the  English 
nd  so  his  statue  is  placed  in 
le  cathedral  church ;  Cromwell 

king,  and  so  the  First  Commis- 
had  his  statue  erected  almost  in 
itreet  in  which  Charles  1.  was 
I  cannot  see  the  wisdom  or 
:  my  right  hon.  friend  when  he 
1  such  a  gross  indecency  upon  the 
.he  erection  of  the  statue  in  its 
isition.  Then  comes  the  question 
Parliamentary  permission  for 
16  statue.  The  permission  was 
because  the  Vote  was  withdrawn 
vious  occasion.      I    think   my 

friend  should  have  shown  that 


it  was  the  intention  of  Her   Majesty's 
Government  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  House  so  that  we   could   have   said 
where  the  statue   was  to  be  erected.     I 
am  not  one  of  those  people  who  would 
have  refused  the  erection  of  the  statue  to 
Cromwell,  but  the  position,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  not  a  proper  one.     As  to  saying 
that  no  money  has  been  spent  upon  the 
statue,  that  is  beyond  the  point  altogether. 
One  of  the  finest  sites  in  this  capital  has 
|  been  given  to  the  Htatue  of  Oliver  Crom- 
I  well.     I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will 
!  not  take  it  to  heart  very  much,  but  I 
!  shall  vote,  on  the  principle  of  the  thing, 
|  that  the  Oliver   Cromwell   statue  ought 
not  to   have  been  placed  in  its  present 
position. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERP]  (Northampton): 

This  is  a  very  interesting  discussion,  for 

it   carries   me   Iwick  to  the  days  of  my 

-  youth,  when  I  attended  debating  societies. 

i  It  is  a  blessed  thing  that  the  country  is 

i  in    such   a   peaceful   condition  that  this 

•  House  can  now  devote  itself  to  these 
I  abstract  questions.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  I  agree  with  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
|  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
l  sury.  Cromwell  has  been  probably  too 
i  much  abused  and  too  much  praised,  but 
1  that  is  not  the  reason  I  rose.  I  rose 
1 1>ecause  I  am  a  great  stickler  for  the  rules 
I  and  regulations  of  this  House,  and  I  can- 
!  not  understand  how  this  discussion  can  be 
;  brought  into  order.  The  Vote  is  for 
i  money  that  is  to  be  spent  next  year,  and 

yet  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
not  one  farthing  is  going  to  l>e  expended 
|  upon  this  statue.  As  the  right  hon. 
j  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House  has 
1  stated,  all  that  can  be  expended  is  the 
j  trifling  sum  needed  to  polish  or  wash  the 
i  statue,  which  will  probably  not  be  more 
|  than  £2  or  £3.  After  this  I  want  to 
!  know  what  my  rights  are.  I  am  brimming 
j  full  of  essays  on  the  different  monarchs 
I  of  this  country  to  whom  statues 
|  have  been  erected  within  the  pre- 
i  cincts  of  this  House,  and  I  wish 
!  to  know  whether  1  have  the  right, 
|  because  their  faces  will  l>e  wasned 
,  during  the  next  year,    to   discuss   their 

•  characters.  If  you,  Mr.  Lowther,  recog- 
;  hise  this  view  we  shall  have  a  Scotch 
1  gentleman  protesting  against  this  expen- 
i  diture  on  the  statue  of  William  III.,  and 
I  some  other  hon.  Member  protesting 
,  against  James  II.,  localise  this  king  took 

a  great  pleasure  when  he  was  in  Scotland 
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in  putting  people's  legs  into  l>oots  and 
torturing  them.  I  do  not  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  I  am  right  in  this  contention, 
and  I  do  not  understand  how  it  can  be 
raised  upon  the  present  occasion. 

*Thh  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  asking  me  a  question,  my  answer  is 
because  part  of  the  precincts  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  have  been  appro- 
priated to  a  particular  object  which  certain 
hon.  Meml>ers  of  this  House  object  to. 
Therefore  they  have  a  right  to  raise  this 
discussion. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEKK :  I  would  respect- 
fully point  out  that  similar  sites  have  been 
appropriated  in  Westminster  Hall.  I  was 
always  under  the  impression  that  you 
have  to  show  that  there  was  some  money 
spent  when  you  moved  the  reduction  of  a 
particular  Estimate,  because  you  cannot 
move  it  on  the  general  plea  of  a  reduction  : 
of  the  Minister's  salary  which  is  not  down. 


I  wish  to  know  if  you  can  positively  move 
a  reduction  when  the  money  is  not  going 
to  be  spent  for  that  purpose.  If  that  is 
so,  where  is  the  money  in  this  Vote? 
In  Supplementary  Estimates  the  rule 
is  most  clear.  Under  this  ruling  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  deliver  a  series  of 
essays  upon  the  divers  monarchs  who 
have  statues  in  this  House.  I  might 
choose  Lord  Granville  or  anybody  else,  or 
go  into  the  question  of  those  frescoes  and' 
everybody  in  them,  but  I  really  do  not 
understand  how  this  discussion  is  possihle. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  statues  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  have  been 
there  some  time,  but  this  is  the  first 
opportunity  which  the  House  has  had  to 
consider  this  question,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  fitting  opportunity. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee    divided  : — Ayes,  53; 
Noes,  221.     (Division  List  No.  36.) 
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Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Balearres,  Lord 
Banbury.  Frederick  (ieorge 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  ( M  iddlesex ) 
Howies,  T.  (1.  (King's  Lynn) 
Carew,  James  l^aurence 
Carson.  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Carvill,  Patrick  Ceo.  Hamilton  \ 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth)  : 
Crilly,  Daniel  I 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal)  j 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dillon,  .John 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 


Aird.  John  « 

Allan,  William  (Oateshead> 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 

Asquith,  RtHonHerl  «rtHenry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,  Rt  Iln  A.  J.  (Manek'r 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,Nir Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(  Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,ltt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kylmrn 

Mr.  Luton chere. 


AYES. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Giblw,  Hon.  V.   (St.  Allans) 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gouldin",  Edward  Alfred 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick        \ 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hogan,  James  Francis  j 

Howard,  Joseph  | 

Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick  ■ 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R.  ' 

Macaleese,  Daniel  | 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool)  | 
Mac  Neil  1,  John  Gordon  Swift  , 
M'Dermott,  Patrick  ! 

NOES. 

Burns,  .John 

Burt,  Thomas  I 

Butcher.  John  George  ' 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles  . 

Caldwell,  James  ' 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham)      j 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.)    i 
Cavendish,  V. C.  W.( Derbysh. )  ; 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East)  j 
Cecil,  Lord"  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Kt.  H  n.  J.  (Birni.)  I 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.) 
Channing,  Francis  Allstoii 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  ' 

Coddington,  Sir  William. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,  C  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 


Mas8ey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.F 
Murra'y,Col.  W'yn<Hiam(Btfb>     «= 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork)    ^^ 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (DttWgdL 
<  >Connor,  James(WicluW^ 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Iivopool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,J6hnE  (Watwforfr 
Redmond;  William  (Claw) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (WestM*) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  E.  Mnmy 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vo 

TKLLEllS     FOR    THE    ATfi 

Captain  Donelan  and  M*-" 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Corn  wal  lis,FiennesStaiil6r^i 
(Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leoairiflj 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainh" 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M»  Vaughan-(G 
Digliy,  John  K.  D.  Wi 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Cbarb 
Dixon- Hart  land,  SirF.  T 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A  /' 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (" 
Doxford,  Sir  William  1 
Dnicker,  A. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  ( hven  Mora** 
Egertonj  Hon.  A.  de  TMU 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Enunott,  Alfred 
Faber,  George  Denm 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George  ^  i« 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyt  &         -» 
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Charles 

,  R.C.  Monro  (Leith) 
n,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
ir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Joseph  Thomas 
tTilliam  Hayes 
,  Sir  Fortescue 
olonel  (Lancaster) 
[any  S.  (Suffolk) 
ir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
rilliam 
ydney 

iA.G.H.(CityofLond 
arles  Tyrrell 
e,Rt.Hn.HerbertJn. 
Daniel  Ford 
thy,  Major  General 
.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
ftrEdwardTemperley 
Hon.  Ronald 
Cameron 

ir  WilliamBrampton 
,RtHon.RobertWm. 
Sir  Reginald 
omas  Leigh 
,  George 

It.  Hon.  Ch.  Seale- 
falter 
imes 

LUgUStUS 

ir  Samuel  (Norwich) 

d,  Frederick  John 
.Villiam  Tudor 

[on.  James  Hy.  Cecil 
tit.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
yptain  H.  Merton 
Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
,  William  (Belfast) 

e,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
ir  James 

vid  Brynmor(  Swans' a 
Uiam  (Carnarv'nsh're 

g,Rt  Hon.SirJohnH. 
enry 
Lees 

ire,  Henry 
ieuL-Geneial 
t,Sir  E.  Durning-  ( Corn 
!,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
John  Grant  (York*) 
•ir  Wilf  rid(Cum  b'la'd 
•J.  F.  (Accrington) 
inett,  Henry  Currie 


Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herl>ert 
Llewelyn.SirDillwyn-fSwWa 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt  H  nWalter(  Liverpool) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  (i.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cuinming 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mirtin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks) 
Mend  I,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton, Edw.  J.  C.  (Devonport 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  RtHn  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nicol,  'Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pickersjpll,  Edward  Hare 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Price,  Robert  John 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
RoljertH,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Rolierts,  J.  H.  (Denbighsh.) 
Rol>ertaon,  Herbert  (Hackney) 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  All»ert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.(Renfrw) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanley,  Edw.Jas.  (Somerset) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.(Ox.Univ.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  A.  C.E(Taunt'n 
Welby,  SirClias.  G.  E.  (Notts. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell(  Notts. 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Frederick W.(  Norfolk 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wyvill,  Marmadiike  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


lal  motion  again  proposed. 

McKENNA :     The     question    I  | 
raise  is  germane  to  the  salary  of  ' 
j  Lord  of  the  Treasury— -namely,  ! 
ointment    of   the  Committee  to  j 
into  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund.  ' 
«mpt  has  been  made  to  raise  this 
in  the  House  by  means  of  ques- 
ut  that  is  a  very  unsatisfactory 
of  procedure,  and  we  have   not 
3  to  get  from  the  First  Lord  of 
8iuy  the  explanation  we  desire. 

CHAIRMAN  :  The  action  of  the 
l.  Gentleman  in  appointing  that 
;ee  was  not  as  First  Lord  of  the 


Treasury,  but  as  Leader  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  must  criticise  some 
act  done  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

*Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  be  Loader  of  the 
House  unless  he  were  a  Minister,  that  is, 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Leader  of  this 
House  is  not  necessarily  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  It  is  no  part  of  the 
functions  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  appoint  a  Committee  such  as 
that  to  which  the  hon.  Member  wishes 
to  draw  attention. 


983 


Civil  Set-vice  (tiupjjle-  {COMMONS}  mentary  Estimates). 


*Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  Per- 
haps I  ought  to  apologise  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  again  bringing  forward 
the  question  of  lead  poisoning  in 
the  Potteries.  I  bring  it  forward 
on  the  present  occasion  localise 
I  am  convinced  of  the  importance  of  the 
case,  not  only  because  of  the  prosecution 
of  two  firms  which  occurred  during  the 
present  week,  but  also  l>ecause  the 
individual  circumstances  which  those 
prosecutions  disclosed  are  yet  another 
illustration  of  the  dangers  of  the  ex- 
isting system  of  arbitration.  The  Com- 
mittee will  be  interested  to  know 
that   two   very   considerable   firms  were 

Erosecuted  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
ist.  I  think  the  Committee  will  agree 
that  the  names  of  these  firms  are  house- 
hold words  when  I  mention  that  they  are 
Messrs.  Doulton  and  Messrs.  Minton.  I 
wish  to  bring  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee back  with  me  to  1898.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary  issued 
special  rules  for  the  control  by  the 
Government  of  the  .  pottery  industry. 
The  Committee  will  also  remember  that 
pubttc  attention  had  been  directed  to  this 
matter,  and  that  it  was  with  the  full  con- 
sent and  assent  of  public  opinion  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  issued  those  rules. 
A  small  minority  of  the  firms  engaged 
in  the  pottery  industry  appealed  against 
the  rule,  and  took  the  Home  Office  to 
arbitration.  It  is  one  of  the  pecu- 
liarities of  arbitration  that  there  can 
exist  side  by  side  at  the  same  mo- 
ment two  sets  of  employers  engaged  in 
the  same  process  of  manufacture,  subject 
to  the  same  foreign  competition  and  the 
same  difficulties  of  the  labour  market,  and 
yet  controlled  by  totally  different  rules. 
That  is  one  of  the  anomalies  of  the  system. 
Distinguished  among  the  majority  who 
did  not  appeal  against  these  special  rules 
were  the  firms  of  Messrs.  Doulton 
and  Messrs.  Minton.  Therefore,  I 
maintain  that  neither  of  these 
firms  should  have  reaped  any  of  the 
l>enefits  of  the  relaxations  made  by  the 
arbitration  undertaken  by  firms  which 
objected.  Messrs.  Doulton  did  not  incur 
any  of  the  expense  attaching  to  arbitra- 
tion and  none  of  the  odium  necessarily 
attaching  to  a  firm  which  stands  out. 
What  were  the  facts  ?  One  of  the  most 
important  of  these  special  rules  is  that 
firms  should  supply  and  maintain  suitable 
and  sufficient    lavatory    accommodation. 


I  do  not  apologise  for  laying  stress 
this  matter,  because  hon.  Gentlemen 
well  aware  that  where  lead,  which 
deadly  poison,  is  concerned  it  is 
the  utmost  importance  that  adequ 
washing  arrangements  should  be  provi< 
and  maintained.  This  is  not  a  quest 
of  a  technical  offence  of  which  we  heai 
much.  This  rule  was  brought  into  op< 
tion  in  1893,  when  my  right  hon.  fru 
the  member  for  East  File  was  at  i 
Home  Office,  but  it  was  found  that  it  v 
so  easy  to  evade  the  law  that  it  * 
necessary  in  1898  to  define  what  * 
meant  by  "  suitable  and  sufficient  wa* 
ing  accommodation."  When  arbitral! 
took  place  this  particular  clause  in  t 
special  rules  was  arbitrated  upon  and  oi 
set  of  special  rules  contained  one  defo 
tion  and  another  set  another  definite 
Messrs.  Doulton  agreed  to  the  origin 
rules  issued  in  May,  1898,  but  mtw 
than  eighteen  months  after  these  rul< 
had  been  accepted,  instead  of  havii^ 
suitable  and  sufficient  washing  accon 
modation  for  the  workers  there  was  fain 
a  trough  with  four  loose  Iwsins  and 
water  pipe  and  six  towels  to  be  used  h 
thirty-five  persons  in  the  lower  work: 
No  available  accommodation  wa 
provided  for  fourteen  workers  i 
the  upper  works,  and  when  they  di 
not  use  the  vessels  ordinarily  use 
in  the  course  of  manufacturing  pr< 
cesses,  they  had  to  join  the  thirty-fir 
other  workers,  making  forty-nine  usin 
four  l>asins.  Having  found  that  coi 
dition  of  affairs,  the  inspector  ver 
naturally  and  properly  issued  legal  pn 
ceedings.  I  think  I  will  carry  the  Con 
mittee  with  me  when  I  say  that  tb 
greater  the  reputation  of  the  firm  tb 
greater  the  offence  against  this  law,  to 
the  magistrate,  in  spite  of  these  fact 
which  were  absolutely  proved,  refused  t 
convict.  The  more  stringent  set  of  rule 
had  been  accepted  by  the  firm  eightee 
months  before,  but  the  magistrat 
said  he  would  proceed  under  th 
less  stringent  rules  which  had  n 
application  to  this  particular  firm,  *» 
were  not  legally  binding  on  it.  Th 
inspectors  are  powerless  to  proceed  unde 
the  less  stringent  rules,  and  if  tb 
magistrate  declines  to  convict  on  th 
more  stringent  rules  the  result  would  h 
that  the  firm  would  be  uncontrolled.  B« 
I  understand  this  magistrate  has  di' 
tinguished  himself  l>efore,  because  in  tb 
case   of   Messrs.  Brough    and  Jones  h 
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refused  to  convict  under  the  rules  of 
1893.  He  said  they  were  too  vague. 
But  these  rules  are  not  vague ;  they 
are  laid  down  in  black  and  white,  and  not 
only   did   he   refuse   to   convict,  hut  he 

Siured  the   vials  of  his   scorn    on    the 
ome  Office.     In  his  opinion  the  action 
of  the  Home  Office  in  proceeding  against 
the  firm  which  had   not  complied  with 
the  law  was  persecution,  not  prosecution. 
Was  there  ever  such  a  state  of  things 
heard  of  1      I   hope  we  will  have  some 
assurance  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  will  represent  these 
facts  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  not  only  on 
the  ground  of  the  insolent  language  used 
by  the  magistrate,  but  also  because  of  his  : 
ignorant     interpretation     of     the     law. 
There  is  one  other  point  connected  with 
this  case  to  which  I  wish  to  refer.     The  , 
manager  stated  that  the  inspector  for  the 
district  had    approved    of  the    lavatory , 
accommodation   provided.     I    am   aware . 
that  such    statements  are    often   made, 
frequently   without    justification.     It    is ; 
\      very   often    the    business    of     the     de- 
|      fence  to  set    the  judgment  of    one  in-  ■ 
I      apector  against    that    of    another.     But 
[      this   was   not  a    question  of    judgment 
\      tat  of    fact,    and     I     hope     we    shall  : 
have  an  assurance   from  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  that  no 
«uch  approval  was  given  by  the  inspector  ■ 
for  the  district.     I  now  come  to  the  case 
of  Messrs.  Minton,  a  firm  which  everyone  , 
will  admit  is  in  the  van  leading  the  trade  . 
towards  progress  and  reform.      When  I 
had  the  honour  of  first  discussing  this  sub- 
ject I  handed  round  a  plate  glazed  without  \ 
I      k»d  by  Messrs.  Minton.      They  were  the  ' 
pioneers  of  that  industry.     It  was  a  very  ' 
regrettable    prosecution,    but   it    was    a ! 
proper  prosecution,  because  the  firm  were  : 
accused  of  failure  to  supply  overalls  to  ' 
women    engaged  in  colour  dusting,   an  i 
occupation    which  is   laid  down   by  the  ' 
special    rules    as    dangerous.      Some    of ! 
the  women  had   l>een    proved  to    have 
been    suffering    from     lead    poisoning, 
*nd  the  certifying  surgeon  for  the  district 
testified  to  the  case  of  Mary  Anne  Rhodes, 
*k*e  name  appeared  in  the  company's 
"earter.    There  was  no  question  al>out  the  f 
failure  of  the  firm  to  supply  overalls.  It  was  j 
admitted  by  Mr.  Leeson,  one  of  the  most ' 
intelligent  and  important  gentlemen  con-  j 
fleeted  with  the  trade,  who  said  he  had  j 
perer  looked  upon  colour  dusting  as  an  j 
injurious  or  dangerous  occupation.     But 
Mr.  Leeson  had  accepted  the  special  rules 


which  laid  down  that  colour  dusting  was 
dangerous,  and  what  is  more,  when  arbi- 
tration took  place  Mr.  Leeson,  although  he 
was  not  a  party  to  it,  would  very  properly 
and  naturally  follow  the  proceedings. 
In  the  course  of  the  arbitration  Mr. 
Sutton,  on  behalf  of  the  Home 
Office,  stated  that  it  was  admitted 
that  colour  dusting  was  a  dangerous 
occupation  within  the  rules,  and  his  state- 
ment was  not  objected  to,  which  was  con- 
clusive evidence  that  it  was  regarded  as 
a  dangerous  process  in  the  trade.  Mr. 
Leeson  went  on  to  say  that  although  the 
penalty  was  nothing,  such  a  well-known 
firm  objected  to  the  disgrace  of  being 
prosecuted  on  such  a  trumpery  charge. 
Of  course  the  more  trumpery  the  charge 
the  less  the  disgrace,  but  this  was  far 
from  being  a  trumpery  charge.  If  such 
well-known  firms  as  I  have  mentioned  are 
foiuid  at  this  late  hour  contravening  these 
special  rules  in  such  elementary  and 
important  particulars,  what  can  be 
expected  of  the  smaller  and  the  more 
struggling  firms  1  I  think  it  is  quite 
clear  that  something  is  required  in  the 
administration  of  the  law.  Now,  I  wish 
to  come  from  the  question  of  administra- 
tion to  the  law  itself.  I  take  the  case  of 
Eliza  Bickerton,  on  whose  body  an  inquest 
was  held  on  February  5th.  Everyone 
agreed  that  she  died  of  lead  poisoning. 
Dr.  Legge,  of  the  Home  Office,  wrote  to 
the  coroner  to  that  effect,  and  there  was 
no  question  al>out  it.  The  coroner's  jury 
added  a  rider  to  their  verdict  that  credit 
was  due  to  the  firm  for  the  way  in  which 
the  regulations  ordered  by  the  special 
rules  were  carried  out.  If  the  firm  who 
had  employed  this  unhappy  woman  is 
complimented  by  a  coroners  jury 
under  such  circumstances,  it  shows 
that  something  is  still  to  be  de- 
sired in  the  existing  special  rules.  1 
regret  to  have  to  bring  these  questions 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  is,  1 
daresay,  wearied  and  tired  of  these  constant 
reiterations;  but  as  long  as  such  cases 
continue  to  be  presented  to  the  public,  so 
long  will  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  them 
before  the  House  of  Commons. 

*Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  speak  with  great 
freedom  as  to  the  facts  attending  the  cases 
alluded  to  bv  the  hon.  Member.     I  under- 


Civil  Service  (Supple-  {COMMONS}  mentary  Estimates).  3*8 


987 

stand  him  to  say  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  change  in  the  law,  both  as 
regards  the  special  rules  enacted  in 
the  case  of  dangerous  trades  and 
as  regards  the  system  of  arbitration. 
I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  introduc- 
ing very  shortly  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Factory  Laws,  which  will  deal  specially  and 
specifically  with  the  special  rules,  and  in 
particular  with  the  question  of  arbitration. 
With  regard  to  the  prosecution  against 
Messrs.  Doulton  for  contravening  the 
special  rules,  I  understood  the  hon. 
Member  to  say  that  the  firms  which  had 
accepted  the  more  stringent  and  better 
rules  had  escaped  because  having  agreed 
in  the  first  instance  to  the  more  severe 
rules,  they  subsequently  came  under  the 
less  severe  rules  in  consequence  of 
arbitration. 

♦Mr.  TKNNANT  :  The  firms  had 
accepted  the  more  stringent  rules,  but 
the  magistrate  elected  to  proceed  on  the 
less  stringent  rules,  which  had  no  applica- 
tion in  point  of  law. 

*Sm  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  That  is  a 
question  affecting  the  decision  of  the 
magistrate,  and  I  certainly  cannot  be 
supposed  to  approve  of  his  action,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  resent  very  strongly  such 
language  as  he  used  towards  my  Depart- 
ment. With  reference  to  the  alleged 
approval  of  the  inspector  of  the  district 
of  the  lavatory  arrangements  in  these 
particular  works,  I  am  not  at  present  free 
to  speak,  as  I  have  called  for  a  special 
report  on  the  whole  of  the  case,  as  well 
as  the  case  affecting  Messrs.  Minton.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  any  assistance  I  can 
get  in  support  of  the  action  of  our 
inspectors  in  enforcing  the  special 
rules  will  be  very  welcome  from 
any.  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
especially  from  Ireland,  where  it  is  found 
very  difficult  to  enforce  the  factory  laws. 
With  reference  to  the  case  of  lead-poisoning 
reported  on  by  Dr.  Legge,  to  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred,  and  in  which 
the  coroner's  jury  complimented  the  firm 
upon  the  excellence  of  their  arrangements, 
I  will  look  into  it.  If  I  understand  his 
point  aright,  it  is  that  the  special  rules 
were  inadequate  in  the  particular  case  as 
regards  lead-poisoning.  I  regret  I  am 
unable  to  speak  more  freely  about  the 
prosecutions .  to  which  my  attention  has 
been  called  from  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion— on  the  one  hand  by  those  who 
argue  that  the  prosecutions  were  unfair, 
Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 


1  or,  at  least,  unwise,  and  on  the  other  toy 
I  those  who  complain  that  the  law  shouk 
I  be  broken  and  not  adequately  enforced 
;  On  the  general  question  the  hon.  Ger*.tli 
•  man  will  see  that  the  Bill  which  I  hor>«  t 
j  be  able  to  introduce  shortly  will  ^ad 
j  quately  meet  it. 

!      Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.):  My  **> 
I  friend,  as  the  Committee  will  agree,      m 
'  very  well  justified   in  bringing  for^rap 
these   cases.       It  is   only   by   focuawnj 
public  opinion  in  such  cases  that  we     can 
create    the    feeling  of  public  sentiment 
which    as    everyone    concerned    in     the 
administration   of    these   laws   knows  is 
necessary  for  their  vigilant  enforcement 
I  do  not  attempt  to  canvass  the  decision 
which  appears  to  have  been  come  to  by 
the   magistrate   in   the   case  of  Messrs. 
Doulton.     I  hope  it  is  bad  law,  but  cer- 
tainly  such  a  decision  ought  not  to  be 
possible.     If  it  be  good  law,  then  the  law 
ought  to  be  changed.     The  case  is  very 
significant  from  one  or  two  points  of  view. 
In   the  first  place,   it  shows  it  may  be 
possible  to  have  side  by  side  in  the  same 
district  two  entirely  different  codes  of  law 
applying  to  persons  engaged  in  the  same, 
occupation.     That  certainly  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated.     I  am  very  gratified  by  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  time  is  come — I  hope  it  will  he 
this  session — when  this  anomaly  will  be 
put  an   end  to,  and  when  it  wiH  be  im- 
possible to  have  these  industrial  Alsatia* 
!  where  employers  can  do  pretty  well  what 
they  like.    I  welcome  that  announcement. 
There  is  another  aspect  of  this  case  which 
struck  me,  and  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  referred.     Assuming 
for    a    moment     that    the    magistrate 
was    right  in    holding  that  this    firm 
came    under,  not   the     more   stringent, 
but      the       less      stringent      code    of 
rules,  is  it  possible  that,  under  the  latter 
rules,  such  a  state  of  affairs  as  was  dis- 
closed in  the  case  does  not  constitute  an 
offence  ?   These  rules  require  an  employer 
to  provide  adequate  lavatory  accommoda- 
tion,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  when  forty- 
nine  workers  have  to  use  four  basins  be- 
tween them,  the  rules  are  contravened. 
One  other  administrative  point.    It**8   ; 
alleged  on  behalf  of  the  firm  that  they    , 
had  received  a  kind  of  dispensation,  <* 
at  any  rate  a  condonation,  as  regards  their 
failure  to  observe  the  rules. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  ttat^ 
that  I  could  not  prejudge  that  matter,      j 
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Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  am  not  going  to 
prejudge  it,  but  it  is  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  inquired  into,  and  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposes  to  investigate  it  further. 
In  conclusion  I  hope  we  shall  not  have 
any  long  delay  T>efore  the  Bill  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  promised  is 
introduced.  I  had  hoped  to  see  it  last 
year,  but  it  did  not  appear,  but  I  hope  it 
will  appear  this  session,  and  that  it  will 
be  vigorously  prosecuted  so  that  such  a 
scandalous  state  of  things  as  was  dis- 
closed in  the  cases  mentioned  by  my  hon. 
friend  will  be  impossible. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :   As 
one  who  has  spoken  on  lead  poisoning  on 
the  Home  Office  Vote  on  several  occasions, 
I  wish  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  for  his  promise  to 
introduce  a  Bill,  which  I   trust   will  be 
liased  on  the  lines  of  stiffening  the  special 
rules,   making  them  alwolutely  uniform, 
and  precluding  the  possibility  of  arbitra- 
tion altogether.     From  the  first  I  did  not 
believe  in  arbitration  in  connection  with 
the  factory  laws.     It  frequently  penalises  , 
the  best  firms,  and  lets  the  worst  firms 
escape.     That   is  a   condition   of   things 
which  the  House  of  Commons  ought  not 
to  encourage  in  any  way.     I   hear,  there- 
fore, with   satisfaction   that   a  new   Bill  . 
is     to     be     introduced,      but      I      did  ' 
not     hear     from     the   Home    Secretary  ; 
that  it  was  to  be  based  on  the  theory  that 
arbitration  was  to  be  abolished  altogether.  j 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  inform  I 
us  that  arbitration  is  to  be  abolished  alto- 
gether, I  can  assure  him  that  he  would 
considerably  improve  the    news    he  has  ' 
already  given  the  Committee. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
already  stated  that  one  of  the  subjects  of 
the  Bill  is  to  find  a  substitute  for  the 
present  method  of  arbitration. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  forgive  me  if  I  interpret  \ 
his  statement  as  implying  the  possibility 
af  an  alternative  system.  If  I  could  construe 
his  remarks  as  indicating  that  arbitration  i 
Is  to  be  abolished  altogether,  I  would  re- 
ceive that  news  with  special  pleasure.     In 
connection  with  the  cases  mentioned  by 
the   hon.    Member   for    Berwickshire,    I  j 
really     do     think     that     the    inspector : 
from  the  district  where  Messrs.  Doulton's  j 
works  are  situated  has  shown  consider- 
able  laxity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  i 


I  believe  that  prevention  is  better  than 
'  cure.  He  ought  to  have,  prevented  a 
state  of  affairs  by  which  forty-nine 
persons  were  obliged  to  use  four  basins, 
and  he  does  not  appear  to  have  done  his 
duty.  Factory  inspectors  get  into  a 
1  groovy  mood,  and  a  visit  from  the  chief 
inspector  cannot  often  shake  them  out  of 
it.  I  would  suggest  a  better  remedy  - 
namely,  that  where  cases  such  as  have  been 
mentioned  to-night  are  found  out  there 
should  be  a  turn  over  of  the  inspectors, 
1  and  that  the  particular  inspector  con- 
cerned should  l>e  either  severely  repri- 
manded or  changed  to  another  district 
where  less  delicate  duties  would  be  required 
of  him.  As  a  rule  we  have  no  reason  to 
complain  of  our  Civil  Servants  in  general, 
or  our  factory  inspectors  in  particular, 
but  where  we  have  such  firms  as  Messrs. 
Doulton  and  Messrs.  Minton  being 
allowed  to  transgress  the  ordinary  rules 
of  factory  administration  some  such  plan  as 
I  have  suggested  is  required.  I  hope  the 
Bill  which  is  to  l>e  introduced  will  abolish 
arbitration,  and  I  trust  that  the  factory 
inspectors  will  l>e  kept  up  to  their  work 
in  districts  where  dangerous  trades  exist. 
May  I  again  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  should  draw  up  a 
small  •  synopsis  of  the  Factory  Acts, 
especially  in  relation  to  dangerous  trades, 
and  that  it  should  l>e  distributed  among 
the  magistrates  who  deal  with  these  cases, 
in  order  to  prevent  other  magistrates  dis- 
playing the  lamentable  ignorance  dis- 
played by  the  magistrate  referred  to  to- 
night, and  whom  1  heard  with  pleasure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  so  sternly 
rebuke. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
(Yorkshire,  Shipley) :  I  should  be  sorry  if 
this  discussion  closed  without  a  word  of 
support  from  this  side  of  the  House 
with  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. I  am  almost  in  complete  agreement 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea. 
We  now  know  by  experience  that  the 
Home  Office  rules  for  the  protection  of 
workers  have  been  emasculated  and 
rendered  of  no  effect  by  the  operation  of 
the  arbitration  system.  That  system 
was  established  at  a  time  when  the  Home 
Office  had  comparatively  little  experience 
of  the  operations  in  factories.  Its  ex- 
perience is  greater  now,  and  his  perma- 
nent officials  are  able  to  advise  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  a  way  in  which    his 
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predecessors  could  not  have  been  ad- 
vised, and  accordingly  the  necessity  for 
arbitration  has  very  greatly  decreased. 
The  experience  of  the  Home  Office 
officials  is  now  sufficient  to  enable  the 
Home  Secretary  to  deal  with  all  questions 
which  may  arise,  and  I  submit  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  arbitration  might 
be  abolished.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  accept  my  assurance  that 
if  he  can  see  his  way  to  abolish  arbitra- 
tion he  will  find  a  large  measure  of  sup- 
port on  this  side  of  the  House. 


Gentleman  could  see  his  way  to  reduce  it. 

*Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if 
the  matter  is  brought  before  me  I  will 
remedy  any  injustice  that  may  have  been 
committed  if  it  is  in  my  power. 


Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 
I  desire  to  ask  an  expression  of  opinion 
from   the    right    hon.    Gentleman    with 
reference  to  a  curious  procedure  at  the 
Assize  Court  in  Liverpool  last  week.    Mr. 
!  Justice  Grantham  has  been  going  alxmt 
Sir    JOHN    BRUNNP]R:    I    do    not !  the  country  making  statements  to  grand 
think  it  can  be  suggested  that  the  rules  of  •  Junes 

the    Home   Office  are   more  irksome  on  ,      Lord  HUGH    CECIL  (Greenwich) :  L 
manufacturers     engaged     in     dangerous  !  rise  to  order.      Is  it  in  order  to  canv 


trades  than  on  manufacturers  engaged  in 
trades  which  are  not  dangerous.  I, 
therefore,  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
arbitration.  Arbitration  is  only  required 
where  there  is  a  chance  that  a  factory 
inspector    may    put  a   manufacturer    to 


of   one   of   Her   Majesty's 


the    conduct 
judges  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  There  is  a  proper 
form  open  to  any  hon.  Member  if  he 
desires  to  criticise  the  action  of  a  judge 


great   expense   and   trouble.     If  arbitra-  !  but  inW  *™nt  *he.  Home.  Office  ***  nc 
tion  is  not  required  in  other  trades  which    contro1  over  Her  Majesty  s  judges. 


from  time  to  time  are  involved 
great  and  very  proper  expense,  there  is  no 
reason  whatever  for  maintaining  its  prin- 
ciple in  connection  with  dangerous  trades. 
My  business  is  under  more  than  one 
factory  inspector.  We  always  regard 
them  as  friends,  and  I  should  l>e  very  sorry 
indeed  if  any  arbitration  system  came 
between  them  and  us. 


Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.)  **'■ 
Is  it  not  competent  for  us  to  discuss  thi^  -tf 
fact  that  while  a  man  was  being  tried  foir-^^ 
his  life  the  news  of  the  relief  of  Kim^c=Mi- 

berley 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  This  Vote  has  n->  -^o 
reference  to  the  judges  of  the  land,  anc^  -«d 
the  Home  Secretary  has  no  control  ove« — *^r 
them. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid)  -<I  ).: 
Ge^tlemanY^^  "'  To  wh^  Department  may  we  appeal  f«=*>r 

case   which   was   tried   at   Falmouth   on 
Monday,  in  which  four  seamen,  who  were      *The 


*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right   hon. 


serving  on  a  vessel  called  "  The  Golden 
Gates, '  were  charged  with  refusing  to  do 
their  duty.  In  their  defence  the  men  stated 
that  they  left  Middlesbrough  on  December 
25th,  and  had  very  heavy  weather  down 
Channel.  The  cargo  shifted  and  the  men 
contended  that  the  ship  was  not  in  a  sea- 
worthy condition.  Two  of  the  men  were 
sentenced  to  two  months  imprisonment  and 
another  to  fourteen  days  unless  they 
returned  to  the  vessel,  and  they  preferred 
to  go  to  gaol  rather  than  risk  their  lives  in 
a  ten  months  voyage.  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see 
his  way  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case. 
No  officer  of  the  Board  of  Trade  appears  to 
have  been  present  at  the  trial  and  under 
the  circumstances  two  months  imprison- 
ment appears  a  very  severe  sentence,  and 
I  should  be  very  pleased  if  the  right  hon. 

Sir  Fortescue  Flannery. 


•n. 

iC 


an  explanation  of  such  conduct  1 

CHAIRMAN:  No  Department  =»t 
has  any  control  over  the  judges  of  th-*^ 
land.  That  is  one  of  the  fundamental^-*1 
institutions  of  this  country. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER :  Has  any  horr 
Member  a  right  to  move  an  Address  to  th 
Crown  on  the  conduct  of  a  judge,  and  ca: 
it  be  blocked  1 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is  open  to  a»r^*^t 
hon.  Member  to  make  a  motion  of  tha-^*"* 
character. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid)     <C^ 
Would  it  be  stopped  by  the  Twelve  o'clocte* 
i  Rule  ? 

!  e 

!    *The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Geutle-^^ 

man  must  ask  the  Speaker  as  to  that. 

*Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  question  whidu*^ 
I  wish  to  bring  before  the  Committee  " 
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the  failure  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  assist  i  on  this  coast  is  a  largely  increasing  one,, 
in  establishing  a  direct  line  of  steamers  J  though  the  Foreign  Office  shuts  its  eyes 
Tjetween  London  and  Zanzitiar.  The  i  to  the  fact,  but  I  hope  it  will  realise  the 
question  has  been  before  the  Committee  !  importance  of  making  some  arrangements 
on  previous  occasions.  I  am  not  one  of  j  so  that  passengers  and  goods  to  that  part 
those  who  think  that  the  Government  |  of  the  world  may  be  carried  in  British 
should  secure  £1  of  profit  to  traders  by  an  j  ships.  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  a 
expenditure  of  £2  of  public  money,  but  in  i  great  trade  might  be  thus  developed^ 
this  case  our  merchants  might  receive  very  i  At  present  the  trade  is  almost  exclusively 
substantial  advantages  without  the  cost  of  [  in  the  hands  of  subsidized  German  ship- 
si  single  penny.  You  are  building  a  railway  '  owners.  I  should  also  like  to  have 
in  Uganda,  and  you  have  to  ship  a  great  j  some  information  in  regard  to  the  hydro- 
quantity  of  material.  It  has  been  pro- ,  graphical.conference.  >»o  attempt  has  been 
posed  again  and  again  to  the  Foreign  I  made  by  the  Foreign  Office  to  obtain  the 
Office  that  they  should  enter  into  an  i  report.  I  should  also  like  to  have 
arrangement  with  British  shipping  com-  i  some  information  as  to  the  increased 
panies  for  the  transport  of  that  material,  i  accommodation  for  the  storage  of  herrings, 
There  would  be  no  extra  cost,  but  the  and  whether  there  are  now  better  facilities 
companies  would  require  a  contract  under  |  for  landing  herrings  at  the  new  port, 
which  specified  quantities  should  be  i  With  reference  to  Mat  Salleh,  I  have 
delivered  to  them  at  regular  intervals.  (  asked  that  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
if  that  contract  were  given  the  com-  ,  between  him  and  the  British  North  Borneo 
panies  would  undertake  to  give  a  Company  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table, 
fortnightly  or  monthly  direct  service  \  Without  going  into  details  of  that  expedi- 
between  a  British  port  and  Zanzibar.  At  j  tion  I  may  say  that  if  on  occasions  like 
present  there  is  no  such  direct  communi- !  this  efforts  were  made  to  come  to  a  satis- 
cation,  and  goods  have  to  be  transhipped  !  factory  arrangement,  that  would  be  far 
at  Hamburg  or  Aden,  the  result  being  '  better  than  that  a  patriot  like  Mat 
that  British  merchants  suffer  very  severe  [  Salleh  should  be  shot  down  like  a  dog. 
losses  from  theft.  Moreover,  German  It  is  important  that  we  should  know  in 
firms  reap  the  benefit  of  the  trans- ,  matters  of  this  kind  whether  the  North 
port,  which  might  otherwise  go  to  British  ,  Borneo  Company  is  carrying  on  its  bnsi- 
firms.  This  statement  rests  on  far  better  \  ness  in  a  proper  manner, 
authority   than  mine.     We  have  got  in  j 

British  East  Africa  at  present  a  very  cap-  j  *Mk.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland,, 
able  administrator.  In  his  last  report  Sir  ,  Tyneside) :  I  wish  to  ask  one  or  two. 
Arthur  Hardinge  states  that  if  the  Govern- |  questions  with  regard  to  East  Africa, 
ment  would  give  a  British  Company  the  '  Last  night  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
carriage  of  the  material  for  the  Uganda  i  for  Foreign  Affairs  was  able  to  assure 
Railway  the  company  would  run  a  direct  j  us  that  the  difficulties  which  the 
lineof  steamers  between  London  and  Zanzi-  ;  Government  had  to  meet  on  the  main- 
bar  ;  and  in  another  part  of  that  report  land  of  East  Africa  had  been  disposed  of,, 
he  refers  to  the  disabilities  under  '  that  there  was  no  chance  of  a  recru- 
which  British  merchants  suffer.  Our  !  descence  of  the  mutiny  in  Uganda,  and 
merchants  are  suffering,  shippers  lose  :  that  the  Government  are  looking  forward 
what  they  might  otherwise  gain,  and  so  j  to  a  better  time.  Could  the  hon.  Gentle- 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  get  at  the  facts,  j  man  now  give  us  an  assurance  that  the 
no  valid  reason  has  been  put  forward  by  |  repeated  pledges  l>oth  of  this  and  the  late 
the  Foreign  Office  why  this  guarantee  of  ,  Government  as  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
the  carriage  of  the  railway  material  should  i  on  the  mainland  of  Zanzibar  are  going  to 
not  be  made  to  some  British  firm.  I  be  carried  out,  and  carried  out,  I  trust, 
l»eg  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £100.  j  in  a  much  more  rapid  way  than  is  being 
w  , .  ,  ,   ,v      fc.  j    '  done  in  the  islands  of  Pemba  and  Zanzi- 

..•£°??k  Z '  Pl  ¥vT  P^P08.*1,  '  l«rt  At  the  present  moment  there  are 
^x^'ST^T^Y™  *(  ^1  something  like  200,000  slaves  in  the 
<Mce),  be  reduced  by  £100,  in jespect  I  ^  ar*  ()f  h  'protectorate  on  the 
of  the  aaU^r  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  ■  ^  k  ^  absolutely  under  the  control 
koreign  Affairs.  -(Mr.  MtKnma.)  of  the   Forejgn   ^      ^  year    thc 

*Mn.  WEIR  (Ross  and   Cromarty):    I  j  hon.    Gentleman    said  the    moment   was 
desire  to  support  this  motion.     The  trade  !  not    propitious   because   of    the  mutiny.. 
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The  year  before  Lord  Curzon  excused  the    arise,   that    our    representatives    abroad 
Government      because     an     experiment  j  should  be  of  British  nationality, 
with      regard      to      the     issue      of      a  i  T^.^TVr.«     T    *      u  i-i 

decree  had  been  made  on  the  islands,  and  '  *>»  J0HN  BRLNNER :  I  should  like 
.the  Government  were  watching  the  ,  to  ™*d  one  or  two  words  to  what  has  been 
result.  The  year  before  that  the  excuse  |  *"<*  uP°n  tms  niatter.  I  should  1* 
given  was  that  there  were  internecine  I  heartily  pleased  if  our  commercial  attaches 
"troubles  in  the  district  which  were  being  !  occupied  a  higher  place  in  the  opinion  of 
repressed,  and  the  moment  was  not  oppor-  ,  *he  Foreign  Office  than  they  do  at  present, 
time.  But  now  there  seems  reallv  nothing  !  Itls  an  unfortunate  thing  but  it  is  the 
.to  prevent  further  steps  being  taken.  ,  case  that  commercial  attaches  represent- 
I  want  to  urge  upon  him  that  if  anv  steps  !  mg  this  country  have  been  looked  upon 
.are  taken  in  the  direction  of  a  decree,  as  pariahs,  and  have  felt  themselves  to  be 
that  it  should  not  contain  the  objection-  |  so-  Our  commercial  representatives  have 
.able  clauses  which  are  put  into  operation  l<*t  power  and  authority  through  thisuii- 
on  the  islands,  such  as  a  clause  which  pre- 1  fortunate  state  of  things.  I  hope  it  will 
vents  a  concubine  from  securing  the  same  not  be-  made  a  hard  and  fast  rule  that  no 
freedom  and  the  same  manumission  as  !  foreigner  should  act  as  consul  I  have 
other  classes  in  the  protectorate.  We  were  I*6  Personal  acquaintance  of  foreigners 
told  when  the  gradual  process  of  manumis-  who  represent  us  as  consuls  on  the  Conci- 
sion was  commenced  that  the  crops  would  ^nt,  and  m  many  cases  they  not  only 
.suffer  and  would  not  l>e  picked.  We  perform  their  duties  well  but  are  more 
have  now  a  report  from  our  Vice-Consul  English  than  many  Englishmen. 
OBullivan-Beare,  dated  last  year  from  the  #Mr>  HAVELOCK  WILSON  said  he 
Island  of  Peniba  that  they  have  never  j  h  d  that  hefore  the  Government  gave 
been  as  well  picked  as  last  year  So  '  a  yirtual  monopoiy  ^  the  British  India 
successful  has  the  experiment  been  j  Steamship  Company,  or  any  other  line, 
that  the  Arab  masters  find  it  better  'h  wo£,d  undertake  to  see  that  the 
to  treat  their  slaves  during  harvest  9Mmen  employed  on  those  vessels  were 
time    as     freed    men    and    pay     them       ot  8Weated  in  the  way  th ey  had  been  by 

the  Bntish  India  Steamship  Company, 
which  not  only  paid  low  wages  but  over- 
rode an  Act  of  Parliament  by  robbing  the 


It  is  patent  that  the  Arabs  will 
obtain  better  results  from  free  labour 
than     from    forced.       That     has     l>een 

the  history  with  all  manumitted  native  j  me~  ^f^he  'amount"  of" ^mmoStion 
races,  and  I  urge  the  Government  |  kid  down  bv  Statute.  in  tne  previous 
to  say  that   the  experiment  has  gone  on  he  had  ^lle(1  attention  ^  tle  most 

long  enough  to  justify  them  m  taking  a  |  &scre<litable  state  of  things  which  existed - 
better ;and  bolder  course,  and  one  more  in  ,  m  the  (j^g^  shipping  office  in  New- 
accordance  with  the  traditions  and  senti-  York.  This  is  a  matter  which  he  ha<l! 
ments  of  this  country.  j  continuany  brought  to  the  notice  of  the- 

♦Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.):  j  Government,  yet  nothing  had  been  done. 
I  should  like  to  ask  a  question  or  two      jLm      mmrnMr/'mrfnu.v      LiqM,ri- 
with  regard  to  the  commercial  department :    *^*?£^ 

of  the  Foreign  Office.  Attention  has  ,  *»  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr  Brod  - 
been  drawn  to  the  need  of  more  com-  RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford),  asked  that  thi« 
mercial,  as  distinct  from  diplomatic,  !  question  should  be j  raised  on  the  \  ote  Am 
attaches  at  our  embassies  abroad.  There  I  the  Board  of  Trade,  because  although  ir- 
is still  a  great  want  of  strength  on  the  was  technically  a  question  for  the  Foreigi 
-  •    ■  •       -  •  *  -    Office,  it  was  a  matter  that  the  Board  on 

Trade  had   more   to  do  with,  and  with" 


•commercial  side  of  our  embassies,  and  I 

would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether       ,  .  f      . 

there    is  any   intention    to   add   to   the  :  w^h   that  department   was   more   con- 

number  of  the  commercial  attaches  already  ;  versant. 

appointed,  of  which  there  are  only  three  i    *Mr  HAVP2LOCK  WILSON  reminded 

or  four,  and  also  to  make  more  commer-  j  the  Committee  that  this  state  of  thing** 

cial  agents.     One  point  upon  which  great  j  had  been  gomg  on  for  two  years 

stress  is  laid  by  commercial  circles  is  that 


our  consuls  are  not  nearly  all  of  British 
nationality,   and   I   would   suggest    that 


♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  can  raise  this  question  on 


-every  means  should  be  taken  to  secure,    this  Vote.     Possibly  it  ought  to  come  on 
as  far  as  possible,  and  at  least  as  vacancies  I  the  Vote  for  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  if 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease. 
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not  then  certainly  on  the  Consular  Service 
Vote. 

*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  I  have 
always  been  led  to  understand  that  the 
Foreign  Office  has  control  over  our 
Consuls. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  this  question  to  be  raised  is 
upon  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Vote. 

♦Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  That 
!>eing  so,  Sir,  I  will  defer  my  remarks 
until  then,  but  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
call  on  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  hope 
lie  will  1*3  able  to  give  a  satisfactory 
i  1 1  lower. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  the  Committee  had 
heard  a  great  deal  on  the  previous  evening 
«i1>out  administration  of  the  Foreign  Office 
**s  against  the  Colonial  Office,  but  wide/  the 
administration  of  the  latter  slavery  had  dis- 
appeared, whilst  by  the  former  it  was 
i-eeognised  in  a  large  portion  of  British 
territory.  He  hoped  on  another  occasion 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  more 
>*atisfactory  information  to  impart,  having 
i-egard  to  the  pledges  the  Government 
had  given.  It  was  twenty  years  since 
this  question  was  first  raised,  and  yet  at 
the  present  time  there  were  alxmt 
^00,000  slaves  on  the  island  and  only 
it  few  thousands  of  them  had  received 
their  freedom.     He  hoped  that  the  hon. 

<  xentleman  would  push  his  reforms  with 
££reat  energy,  but  he  was  afraid  that  the 
officials  of  the  Government,  though  very 
officient  men,  had  not  shown  the  Arab 
masters  that  they  were  in  earnest  with 
i-egard  to  the  matter.  As  regarded  the 
mainland,  he  thought  the  time  had  come 
for  more  stringent  measures.  Last  year 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  pleaded  for  delay 
in  consequence  of  the  mutiny  in  Uganda, 
l»ut  that   difficulty    had  now  practically 

<  lisappearecL  Therefore  they  might 
faiirly  ask  that,  in  regard  to  the 
**mall  strip  on  the  mainland,  where  the 
**4tfu8  of  slavery  was  still  admitted,  some 
<lecisive  step  should  be  taken.  There 
^vas  a  strong  feeling  in  the  country  that 
slavery  should  no  longer  lje  recognised  in 
a.ny  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

♦Mil  BRODRICK  said  it  was  not 
aljeolutely  correct  to  say  that  that  strip 
on  the  mainland  was  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions.  It  was  part  of  a  Protectorate 
that  was  taken  over  on  certain  pledges. 
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When  the  hon.  Member  asked  that  they 
should  extend  to  that  strip  of  land  the- 
same  jurisdiction  that  we  had  extended, 
to  every  part  of  East.  Africa  and  Uganda 
which  we  had  taken  over  without  those- 
pledges,  he  forgot  the  undertaking  given 
by  Lord  Kimberley,  before  he  left  office, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  which  he* 
was  a  member  -namely,  that  the  status 
of  slavery  would  remain  as  it  was  before. 

Mil.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  it  was 
a  matter  of  dispute  as  to  what  the  pledge 
actually  was.  The  pledge  that  was  given, 
so  far  as  he  understood  it,  was  that 
religious  observances  and  opinions  should 
not  l>e  interfered  with.  So  far  as  he 
rememl>ered,  slavery  was  not  mentioned, 
and  in  their  opinion  such  a  pledge  was 
never  given. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  did  not  think  he  could 
accept  that  statement.  The  Government 
were  most  anxious  in  this  matter  to  go  as 
far  as  they  consistently  could.  In  Zanzilwr 
the  actual  number  of  slaves  freed  by  the 
Courts  last  year  was  between  4,500  and 
5,000,  and  there  were  manumissions  out- 
side the  Courts  as  well.  The  Arabs 
themselves,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Tyne- 
side  had  pointed  out,  were  beginning 
largely  to  employ  free  labour.  That  was 
what  the  Government  desired.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  there  had  been  a 
certain  amount  of  trouble  recently  with 
freed  slaves,  and  it  was  obviously  unde- 
sirable, when  the  mental  calibre  of  these 
people  was  considered,  that  a  very  large 
number  of  them  should  suddenly  leave 
their  employment.  He  contended  that 
rapid  progress  was  being  made  towards  a 
condition  of  freedom  in  the  island  of 
Zanzibar.  On  the  mainland  manumission 
was  going  on  automatically.  Every  child 
born  since  1890  was  free,  sales  had  been 
put  a  stop  to,  no  inheritance  in  slaves  was 
recognised,  except  direct  inheritance  from 
father  to  son— and  consequently  rapid 
progress  was  being  made.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  that  the  same 
rtgime  should  be  established  on 
the  mainland  that  held  in  the  island  of 
Zanzibar,  but  the  Government  must  con- 
sider what  their  pledges  had  been  in  the 
past.  In  the  meantime  he  could  only 
say,  for  his  own  part,  that  he  was  entirely 
in  harmony  with  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  in  desiring  that  free 
lal>our  should  become  the  rule  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  he  was  only  glad  to  know 
from  every  report  that  was  received  that 
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that  process  was  going  on.  With  regard 
to  the  question  put  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Monmouthshire  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  guaranteeing  to  a  British  steam- 
ship company  the  carriage  of  railway 
material,  the  Foreign  Office  had  found 
that  there  were  practical  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  adopting  that  course.  Very 
careful  consideration  had  been  given  to 
the  question,  and  both  the  Foreign  Office 
and  the  Treasury  felt  that  it  could  not  be 
done.  It  was  felt  by  the  Treasury  that 
we  had  no  right  to  give  an  indirect  sub- 

.  sidy  to  a  line  at  the  expense  of  the 
Uganda  Railway.  The  proposal  was 
dropped  because  it  was  considered  that 
they  ought  not  to  mix  up  an  Imperial 
question  of  this  kind  with  the  carriage  of 
railway  material.  Lord  Salisbury  and 
himself  had  given  careful  consideration  to 
the  matter,  and  computations  showed  that 

.  a  very  heavy  sum  would  be  needed  for 
the  Uganda  Railway  if  the  proposal  had 
l>eeii  accepted.  With  regard  to  the  status 
of  commercial  agents  abroad,  he  was  not 
quite  certain  that  it  was  right  to  suppose 
that  the  higher  the  status  given  to  them 

•  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  He  was 
not  sure  that  a  diplomatist  was  the  best 

.  commercial  representative.    A  commercial 

.agent  had  already  been  appointed  in 
China,  and  he  would  have  official  rank, 
because  in  China  it  carried  weight,  but 
in  the  European  capitals  it  was  not 
proposed    to     give     official    rank.       An 

.agent  had  already  been  appointed  in 
Russia  and  another    in  South   America, 

.  and  it   was    proposed   to   appoint   other 

.agents  in  Switzerland  and  the  United 
States.      They    would    not    only    make 

.  reports  to  the  Foreign  Office,  but  would 
be  expected  to  answer  questions  put  to 

.them   by   British   firms   who   might  not 

.  have  representatives  of  their  own  in  a 
particular  country.  He  trusted  that  the 
experiment  would  meet  with  success. 

Sir  ALBERT    ROLLIT  asked  if  the 
» Consuls  would  be  of  British  nationality. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  said  it  had  always 
been  the  desire  of  the  Foreign  Office  to 
have  Consuls  of  British  nationality,  but 
there  were  cases  in  which  it  was  thought 

.  that  native  Consuls  could  be  of  more 
service.      The    matter    was   being    very 

♦  carefully  watched. 

*Sir   CHARLES    DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,   Forest   of   Dean)    said    they    had 

.  Mr.  BrotMcL  l 
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heard  with  deep  regret  the  repetition  of 

the  statement  with  regard  to  the  supposed 

pledges    by    which    the    hands    of    the 

Government   were   supposed  to  be  tied. 

He  had  repudiated  that  statement  in  the 

House  on  many  occasions.      There   was 

one  other  matter  on  this  Vote  with  regard 

to  which  he  would  like  to  ask  a  question. 

He  would  only  make  it  a  mere  question, 

and  would  postpone  it  if  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  preferred  to  deal  with  it  on 

another  occasion.     He  had  given  notice 

to   call   attention   to   the   failure  of  the 

Foreign   Office   to    obtain    compensation 

i  from  the  French  Government  for  sufferers 

in  the  Waima  incident.     They  were  in- 

:  formed,  after  all  the  delay  that  had  occurred 

,  in  bringing  to  a  close  that  most  discredit- 

!  able  incident,  that  a  difficulty  had  arisen 

I  on  our  side  with  regard  to  appointing  an 

!  arbitrator.      He  wished  for  information 

1  on  the  subject,  and  more  particularly  as 

I  to  whether  the  matter  was  again  to  be 

!  mixed  up  with  other  African  questions. 

1  *Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  the  fact  that 
|  there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  House 
■  that  this  Waima  question  should  be  settled, 

•  and  compensation  paid  by  the  French 
Government.    I  think  the  French  Govern- 

;  ment    have    accepted    the    principle    of 

|  arbitration   in   the  Waima    incident ;  at 

the    same   time   they   have   expressed  a 

desire  that   other  questions  of   a  similar 

character  occurring  in  West  Africa  should 

;  be    included    in    the    same    arbitration. 

.  Negotiations  have  gone  on  as  to  exactly 

what  questions  should  be  included  in  the 

j  arbitration.      We   are   most   anxious   to 

1  bring  to  an  issue  all  the  existing  matter's 

i  connected  with    questions  of  indemnity 

between  the  two  countries,  and  we  have 

,  every  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  arrange. 

I  *Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  able  to  say  that  the 
matter  is  being  actively  pressed  at  the 
present  time  ? 

•  *Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Communications  on 
the  subject  have  passed  within  the  last 

;  two  or  three  weeks. 

|  *Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  beg  leave  to  with- 
j  draw  the  Amendment,  but  I  wish  the  right 
1  hon.  Gentleman  to  understand  I  am  not 

satisfied  with  his  explanation.  From  the 
!  statements  I  have  seen,  I  feel  sure  there 
1  would  be  no  increased  cost  to  the  Uganda 

railway  if  the  proposal  I  have  mentioned 

were  adopted. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  I  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £200,  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  lack  of  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
pression of  slavery  in  the  British  Protec- 
torate on  the  mainland  of  Zanzilmr.  I 
'*  feel  that  practically  the  Government  is 
open  to  a  charge  of  breach  of  faith  to  the 
House  and  the  country  with  regard  to 
this  matter.  In  a  speech  delivered  to  a 
deputation  a  year  ago,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said — 

"  The  Government  did  not  depart  from  Mr. 
Halfour's  pledge  that  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity they  hoped  to  extend  to  the  mainland 
A-he  process  already  carried  out  in  the  inlands. 
Mt  was  Lord  Salisbury's  opinion  that,  until  the 
government  became  more  settled  on  the  main- 
Hind,  it  wan  impossible  to  take  further  steps.'' 

That  was  a  definite  pledge.     The   right 
lion.  Gentleman  now  says  the    Govern- 
ment is  not  prepared  to  take  the  further 
steps  which  it  was  promised  a  year  ago 
would  be  taken  when  things  in  the  island 
were  quiet.     I  ask  that  the  pledge  given 
hy  the  Government  should  be  earned  out 
in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  given.    We  are 
told  to-night  that   the  Government   are 
going  to  do  nothing  but  adopt  the,  slow 
process  of  allowing  the  slaves  to  die  oft'  in 
the  hope  that  slavery  by  this  means  even- 
tually will  be  abolished,  and  that  those  now 
l*>rn  will  be  l>orn  into  freedom  and  not 
slavery.   With  regard  to  the  alleged  excuse 
that  a  certain  pledge  was  given  by  Lord 
Kirul>erley  that  native  customs  were  to  be 
r«**pected,  and  that  therefore  the  Govern- 


,  ment  cannot  interfere  with  the  status  of 
slavery  on  the  mainland,  it  is  a  mere  farce 
!  to  talk  in  this  way,  because  we  know  for  a 
j  certainty  that  Lord  Kimberley  had  no  in- 
I  tention  of  perpetuating  slaver}7  in  a  British 
I  protectorate.  Such  action  on  the  part  of  a 
]  Foreign  Office  Minister  would  1m?  unheard 
i  of  :  and  that  it  should  be  put  forward  as 
•  an  excuse  why  slavery  should  not  be 
!  abolished,  passes  my  comprehension.  By 
;  the  gradual  process  on  the  islands  in  the 
|  Protectorate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
|  referred  to,  thirty  years  will  elapse  before 
1  the  entire  population  could,  at  the  present 
,  rate  of  progress,  secure  their  freedom. 
'  That  is  unsatisfactory  to  us  on  this  side  of 
1  the  House,  and  I  believe  it  is  unsatisfac- 
I  tory  to  the  country. 

!  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
j  "  That  the  Item  Class  2,  Vote  5  (Foreign 
I  Office),  be  reduced  by  £200."  -(Mr.  J.  A. 
I  Prone.) 

i  Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshire, 
I  Partick) :  I  do  not  think  the  ten-mile 
j  strip  on  the  mainland  is  under  our  control. 

!    *MR.  J.  A.  PEASE :. Absolutely. 


Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  :  My  opinion 
is  it  is  not  under  the  control  of  our 
Foreign  Office.  As  regards  the  territory 
under  our  control,  that  is  a  different 
matter  ;  and  I  entirely  agree  with  my 
hon.  friend  that  the  Government  has 
been  unduly  slow  in  suppressing  slavery. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  h'l  : 
Noes,  92.     (Division  List  No.  37.) 


AlUn,  William  (Gateshead) 

Atbcriey -Jones,  L. 

AuHtin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

JJiQnon,  Alfred 

***unner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Jjurn*,  John 

J^fldwell,  James 

\  ■aiming,  Francis  Allston 

J  Hlly,  Daniel 

^  arran,  Thoma*  B.  (Donegal) 

*  un-an,  Thomas  (Sli«ot  S.) 

JJdke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

IJonelan,  Captain  A. 

***S*n,  P.  C. 

*p»nn.  Sir  William 

£v*ns,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

**rt«U,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

fenwick,  Charles 

<"<H«Urd,  Daniel  Ford 

ArcKilale,  Edward  Mervyn 
^old,  Alfred 
^tkinao^  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buby,  James  (Walworth) 


AYES. 

Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazell,  Walter 
HemphilJ,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Leese,SirJoseph  F.  ( Accrington 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Maddison,  Fred 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  ( Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.)     , 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 

NOES. 

Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 


Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Ei6on) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh. ) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westineath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Frederick,W.(Norf  k) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worces'sh.X.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.( Middlesbrough) 
Yoxall,  'lames  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease  and 
Mr.  M'Kenna. 


|   Bowles,T.(  iibson  (King'sLvnn 
[  Rrodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  .John 
Cavendish,V.C.W.  (Derbysh. 
j  Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
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Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J.  (Birin. ) 
Cluuiil>erlaiii,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Coglull,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamlieth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(  Heref  d) 
Corn  wallis,  Fiennes  Stanley  W. 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dig  by,  John  K.  D.  Wingneld- 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  T. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Huliert  V. 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowen,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw.    I 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FirUank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  Colonel  (I^ancaster) 
Uarlit,  William 
GibljH,Hn.A.(l.H.(CityofLond 
Gibbs,  H on.  Vicary( St.  Albans) 
( Joldsworthy,  Major-i  J  eneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon. Sir  John  Eldon 
Hanbury,  Rt.Hon.  Robert  W. 
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Plunkett,  RtHnHoraceCur^pn 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hacknev) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunt'D 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts. 
Williams,JosephPowell-(Binu 
Wrillonghby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.K.(Batb 


Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
H  elder,  Augustus 
Howell,  Wuliam  Tudor 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,SirE.l)urning-(Corn  , 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks. ) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-  ( Swans. ) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool)  j 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh, W) 
M'Killop,  James 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip        > 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Bhropsh.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 


Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  An8trather. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  leave  of  the  Committee  to  bring  a 
few  matters  under  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  in  all  probability  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  take  up  a  consider- 
able amount  of  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  that  I  cannot  help.  It  is 
only  occasionally  I  get  an  opportunity  of 
saying  a  word  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  be  naif  of  a  class  of  men  who,  I  venture 
to  say,  are  in  a  worse  position  than  any 
other  class  of  workmen  in  this  country. 
It  is  my  duty  as  their  representative, 
when  the  Board  of  Trade  Vote  comes  up 
for  consideration,  if  I  find  that  that 
Department  has  not  been  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  fact.  The 
first  matter  I  will  refer  to  is  the  accom- 
modation provided  on  l>oard  ship.  The 
Committee  will  be  aware  that  for  the 
last  four  or  five  years  I  have  continually 
been  putting  questions  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  calling  his  attention  to  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  very  wealthy  ship- 
ping companies  in  this  country  have  been 
overriding  the  sections  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  and  deliberately  robbing 
the  poor  unfortunate  seamen  out  of  the 
very  limited  accommodation  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  law.  The  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  allows  a  seaman  72  cubic 
feet  of  space,  and  he  is  also  supposed 
to    havr    12    superficial    feet    measured 


on    the    deck.     That    is    a    very   small 
I  amount.      It  means  that   a  man   has  to 
I  live,    sleep,  wash,  and    do  all    his  busi- 
ness   in    one    small    room,   which   when 
;  measured  out  is  what  you  might  call  * 
j  good-sized  coffin.     But  what  do  we  find? 
That   the   P.  and   0.  Company,  a  very 
rich  company,  paying  about  10  per  cent 
'  dividend  to  its  shareholders,  and  receiving 
large  annual  subsidies,  from  the  Govern- 
!  ment  for  carrying  mails — I  observe  the 
:  presence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
I  has  some  control  over  the  mail  contracts, 
I  and  I  hope  while  I  am  dealing  with  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  he  wiB 
;  take  a  note  of  this  fact,  and  remember  it 
|  when    the   P.   and    O.  Company  com» 
•  again    for    contracts — I    say    that    th» 
wealthy    company  instead  of  giving  it* 
seamen  72  cubic  feet,  gives,  on  some  of 
I  its  vessels,  as  low  as  from  50  to  60  feet, 
I  and  in  some  instances  even  leas  than  that. 
The  other  day  I  asked   the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  a  question  with  regard  to  the- 
"Australia,"  and  he  informed   me  thtf 
on  that  vessel  the  men  had  a  little  over 
72  cubic  feet,  but   they  had  only  nine 
superficial  feet.    That  is  what  the  company 
allows  the  poor  unfortunate  Lascar,    to 
so   doing   the  P.  and  O.  Company  ar* 
committing  an  offence  against    the  la*- 
The  210th  section  of  the  Merchant  Ship- 
ping Act  says  that— 

"  Any  British  ship  occupied  by  seamen  or  ag 
prentices  and  appropriated  to  their  iiae  show* 
nave  for  each  of  those  seamen  or  apprentice 
a  space  of  not  less  than  72  cubic  feet,  and  * 
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in  12  super  feet  measured  on  the 
r  of  the  place,  and  should  be  sub- 
-egulations  in  the  sixth  schedule  of 
md  those  regulations  shall  have 
rt  of  this  section,  and  if  any  of  the 
aauirements  of  this  section  is  not 
ith  in  the  case  of  any  ship  the 
liai  ship  shall  for  each  offence  be 
ine  not  exceeding  €20.'' 

•at  ventured  to  call  the  attention 
udent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
r,  he  endeavoured  to  lead  me  to 
at  the  Board  had  no  power  to 
Ms  question.  He  said  that  the 
ere  native  seamen  engaged  in 
1  consequently  were  subject 
iian  Merchant  Shipping   Act : 

0  the  Imperial  Act.  After  we 
irious  disputes  during  the  whole 
si©n  with  regard  to  the  matter, 
ailing  in  the  aid  of  the  Solicitor 
le  right  hon.  Gentleman  even- 
itted  that  my  interpretation  of 
as  correct,  that  the  Imperial 
*  to  all  vessels  registered  in  the 
ngdom.  and  that  the  Indian 
Let  applies  to  vessels  trading  on 

of  and  belonging  to  India, 
t  admission  I  asked  whether 
i»n.  Gentleman  would  put  the  law 
I  do  not  know  why  the  Board 
hould  be  so  much  afraid  of  the 
Jompanv,  except  it  may  be  that 
le  important  shareholders  are 
of  this  or  the  other  House.  1 
«w  whether  that  is  the  reason, 
ne  reason  that  I  do  not  under- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  refuses 
imself  of  the  210th  section  of 
and  tii  sue  for  •  the  penalties 
►vided.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
•**  We  have  disallowed  any 
from    the    tonnage    for    crew 

1  when  we  have  done  that  we 
sufficient."  I  do  not  agree  with 
y  that  if  an  offence  has  been 
against  the  law,  whether  by  the 
Jompanv  or  by  any  other  com- 
i  the  duty  of  the  Board  of 
lfcirce  the  law.    The  right  hon. 

has  asked  me  why  I  do  not 
iction  against  the  company.     I 
do  that,  because  I  am  not  paid  ! 
!  were  President  of  the  Board 
md  paid  by  that  Department 

would  very  soon  take  action, 
i  not  receiving  any  salary  from 
lment  to  see  that  shipping , 
act  in  accordance  with  law  I 
nk  I  should  lie  put  to  the  ex-  | 
roaecuting  this  very  wealthy 
rhen  we  have  a  Department  of  i 

tXIX.      [FotUTH  Series.] 


the  Government  charged  with  that  duty. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  to  say  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  but  I  promise  him  that, 
until  such  time  as  an  alteration  is  made 
in  the  accommodation  provided  on 
the  boats  belonging  to  the  P.  ami 
O.  Company,  I  intend  to  keep  bring- 
ing this  question  before  the  House 
of  Commons.  I  have  very  good  reason 
for  doing  it.  As  long  as  it  is  possible 
for  the  r.  and  O.  Company  to  break 
the  law  in  this  flagrant  manner, 
other  shipping  companies  will  refuse  to 
improve  the  accommodation  for  the  crews 
on  l)oard  their  ships. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that 
forty  Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present, 

♦Mr.     HAVELOCK     WILSON   (con- 
tinuing) :     I     say    that      I    have     very 
great    reason    for     insisting     upon     the 
Merchant    Shipping   Act    being    respec- 
ted   and     enforced.      The   Royal   Com- 
mission recommended  that  the  accommoda- 
tion for  seamen  should  not  be  less  than 
120  cubic  feet  of  space,  and  those   com- 
panies who  would    willingly  give   more 
accommodation  than  they  do  at  the  present 
time  point  to  the  fact  that  the  P.  and  0. 
Company,  who  are  their  keenest  compe- 
,  titors,  do  not  provide  this.     It  must  be 
thoroughly  understood  that  the  P.  and  O. 
Company,    in   addition   to  carrying    the 
mails,  have  a  large  passenger  traffic,  and 
they  trade  in  different  parts  of  India  and 
on  the   Continent.     They  compete  with 
these   tramp  steamers,  who  are    not   in 
receipt     of     large     subsidies    from     the 
Government,   and    they   gradually    take 
away  the  trade  from  the  ordinary  vessels. 
Not   only   this,    but   Ijascar  seamen  are 
employed  in  the  place  of  white  men,  and 
this    causes   the   present   condition    pre- 
vailing in  the  la)>our  market  in  regard  to 
seamen.  It  is  no  use  asking  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  legislate  on  this 
matter,  although  he  is   not  reluctant  in 
bringing    forward     railway    Bills.       On 
shipping       matters      the      right      hon. 
Gentleman      is      very        reluctant       to 
bring      forward      any       legislation.      I 
cannot     get      him      to      legislate,     and 
therefore  I  think  I  am  perfectly  justified 
in  persisting  all  the  time  in  my    efforts 
until  the  law  is  altered.      There  is   one 
other  matter  I  want  to   complain  of  in 
another  department.     I  have  been  com- 
plaining for  some  time  that  a  large  num- 
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1km*  of  the  men  who  are  engaged  on  board 
ship  as  able-bodied  seamen  and  firemen 
are  not  competent  to  do  their  work. 
Under  the  present  system  it  is  quite 
possible  for  a  man  to  be  engaged  on 
l>oard  a  vessel  as  an  able-bodied  seaman  or 
fireman  who  has  never  been  at  sea  before. 
They  have  got  discharge  papers,  and  very 
often  those  papers  belong  to  someone  else. 
It  is  a  very  serious  matter  when  a  sailing 
ship  is  engaging  a  crew,  and  for  reasons 
of  economy  that  crew  is  put  down  to  the 
smallest  number.  I  know  many  large 
sailing  ships  carry  close  upon  1,600  tons 
of  cargo  which  have  as  few  as  eight 
able  seamen  and  perhaps  five  or  six 
apprentices,  more  than  half  of  whom  are 
on  their  first  voyage.  If  a  vessel  has  got 
only  eight  able  seamen,  and  half  of  them 
are  incompetent,  and  that  vessel  com- 
mences a  passage  from  this  country  to 
San  Francisco  or  some  other  part  of  the 
world,  it  is  a  very  hard  case  for  the  com- 
petent seamen  who  have  to  do  the  duties 
of  those  who  are  incompetent.  I  have 
asked  the  Board  of  Trade  to  remedy  this 
state  of  things,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  cannot  bring  forward  a  Bill  to 
alter  this  state  of  the  law.  The  Committee 
that  inquired  into  the  under-manning  of 
ships  made  a  very  lengthy  report,  con- 
taining a  number  of  recommendations  as 
to  the  qualifications  men  should  have 
before  they  are  rated  as  able  seamen.  I 
have  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
emlxxly  that  recommendation  into  the 
law,  but  he  cannot  see  his  way  clear  to  do 
it.  If  he  is  not  able  to  legislate,  I  again 
ask  him  to  at  least  enforce  the  law  as  it 
is.  If  we  only  had  the  law  enforced  as  it 
is  at  the  present  time,  although  it  wrould 
not  accomplish  all  we  require,  it  would 
a  long  way.  The  126th  section  of  tl 
Merchant  Shipping  Act  of  1894  provides — 

"(1)  A  seaman  Khali  not  be  entitled  to  the 
rating  of  A.B.,  that  is  to  say,  of  an  able-bodied 
seaman,  unless  he  has  served  at  sea  for  four 
years  before  the  mast,  but  the  employment  of 
"fishermen  in  decked  fishing- vessels  registered 
under  the  first  part  of  this  Act  shall  only 
count  as  sea  service  up  to  t  he  period  of  three 
years  of  that  employment ;  and  the  rating  of 
A.B.  shall  only  be  granted  after  at  least  one 
year's  sea  service  in  a  trading  vessel  in  addition 
to  three  or  more  years'  sea  service  on  l>oard  of 
decked  fishing  vessels  so  registered. 

"(2)  The  service  may  he  proved  by  certifi- 
cates of  discharge,  by*  a  certificate  of  service 
from  the  Registrar  (ieneral  of  Shipping  and 
Seamen  (granted  by  the  Registrar  on  payment 
ot  a  fee  not  exceeding  sixpence)  si>ecifying  in 
each  case  whether  the  service  wa*  rendered  in 
whole  or  in  part  in  steamship  or  in  sailing-ship, 
or  by  other  satisfactory  proof." 

Mr.  Havelock  irihov. 


That 


is  the  1 26th   section,  and  I  asked 
some    two    years    ago   that    the    Board 
of   Trade  should    insist    upon    that  sec- 
tion   being    carried  out.      I  scarcely  re- 
member whether  it  was   the    right  hon. 
Gentleman   who   caused   the    instruction 
to  be  issued  that  in  all  cases  where  sea- 
men were  being  engaged  and  they  were 
not  able  to  prove  four  years  service,  that, 
the  superintendents    or  deputy  superin- 
tendents should  place  opposite  their  names 
on   the  articles  of  agreement  the  letters 
"  N.  P.,"  meaning  "  not  proven."     I  want 
to  know  whether  there  is  any  section  in 
the  Merchants'  Shipping  Act  which  gives 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  the 
right  to  enter  a  man  upon  his  articles  of 
agreement  as  an  able  seaman,  and  giving 
him  the   rating  of   A.B.  when  he  is  not- 
able to  prove  his  four  years  service.   The 
Act  says  that,  under  those  circiunstances, 
a   seaman   shall   not   be   entitled  to  the 
rating  of   A.B.     I  know  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  them  being  engaged  as  ordinary 
seamen,  but  the  insurance  companies  have 
clauses  in  their  agreements  which  inswt. 
upon     shipowners     carrying    a    certain 
number    of      able-bodied     seamen,  and 
according  to  the  Board  of  Trade  regula- 
tions an   able   seaman   shall   be  a  goad 
workman    upon     the    rigging,    able  to 
mend   and    cover    the    rigging,  so  that 
the    Board   of    Trade    themselves   hare 
issued  regulations  as  to  what   shall  con- 
stitute an   able   seaman,   and   the  126th 
section  says  that  they  shall  not  be  entitled, 
to  the  rating  of  A.  B.  until  they  have 
seen  four  years  service.     I  would  like  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  to  the 
Committee   by  whose  authority  and  by 
what  right  has  the  Board  of  Trade  issued 
a   circular   to    the   superintendents  and 
deputy  superintendents   telling   them  to 
evade  this  law  by  putting  opposite  to  the 
names  of  the  men  who  cannot  prove  their 
service   the  words   "  N.  P."     That  ia  »• 
matter  of  great  importance  to  able  seamen*. 
because,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  many  of 
the  ships  are  seriously  undermanned,  and. 
I  know  steamers  carrying  passengers  out 
of  this  very  port  of  London  with  six  able 
seamen  only  on  board,  which  means  that 
there  are  only  four  men  to  carry  on  the 
navigation  of  the  vessel.     This  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  the  Board  of  Trad* 
have  no  right  to  take  such. liberties  with- 
the  law.     One  vessel  used  fe>  carry  store* 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  lad  only  eiglj 
able   seamen  on   board,  ana  not  one  «• 
them  were    able    to    prove    four  ye** 
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service,  and  "  N.  P."  is  written  opposite 
the  names  of  every  one  of  them.  I  cannot 
understand  why  there  should  be  such  a 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  cany  out  a  law  as  it  is  passed. 
It  does  not  go  very  far  as  it  is,  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  only  enforce  the  law 
a«  it  is,  although  it  would  not  accomplish 
everything  we  desire,  at  least  it  would 
give  some  relief  to  the  men,  and  would 

f'vo  more  satisfaction.  I  leave  that,  and 
will  come  to  another  very  old  subject  - 
!_  »ne  that  is  pretty  well  worn  by  this  time 
—with  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  that 
exists  in  the  Consular  Shipping  Office  in 
New  York.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  this  evening 
referred  the  matter  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not,  in  turn,  refer 
me  l»ek  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  Whoever  has  juris- 
diction over  the  shipping  office  in  New 
York,  whether  the  Board  of  Trade  or  the 
Foreign  Office,  it  is  an  absolute  disgrace 
and  discredit  to  any  country.  I  was 
about  to  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
the  state  of  things  which  existed  there 
vhen  I  was  interrupted  by  you,  Mr. 
fowther,  pointing  out  that  it  came  under 
another  Vote  ;  but  as  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  largely  responsible  for 
Ais  office,  I  venture  again  to  endeavour 
^  get  him  to  do  what  might  have  been 
done  long  ago  had  there  been  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  grapple 
•  with  this  question.  Two  years  ago  I 
Uttde  a  report  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  It  was  lengthy  enough,  for  it 
covered  some  twelve  sheets  of  foolscap, 
and  I  gave  him  a  full  and  detailed  account 
(*f  all  that  I  had  seen  at  the  Consular 
office  in  New  York  during  the  four 
months  I  was  in  that  part.  I  told  him  I 
had  seen  seamen  robbed  on  the  Consul's 
premises  and  ill  treated  ;  that  I  had  been 
inside  that  shipping  office  when  ships 
^ere  discharging  their  crews,  and  I  found 
f  m  those  offices  boarding-house  keepers, 
loafers,  and  women  of  not  very  high 
*putc,  and   what  they   wanted  there  I 

I  do  not  know.  For  every  sailor  to  be 
discharged  from  a  ship  I  should  say  there 
*ere  at  least  four  or  five  of  these  un- 
desirable persons,  and  as  soon  as  ever  the 
nien  had  their  wages  handed  over  to  them 
from  behind  the  counter  a  gentleman 
immediately  stepped  forward  and  took 
he  money,  and  tne  sailors  had  to  follow 


them  down  to  the  house  where  they  lived 
to  settle   up  with  them.     No  doubt  the 

;  settling  was  a  very  costly  one  as  far  as 
Jack  was  concerned.  That  is  only  the 
paying  off.  When  we  come  to  the  en- 
gaging of  the  crew  the  state  of  affairs  is 
in  fact  worse.  I  find  that  if  a  seaman 
wanted  to  engage  on  board  a  British  ship 

,  in  New  York,  instead  of  applying  on 
l>oard  the  vessel  to  the  captain  or  to  the 
officers  in  the  ordinary  way,  which  they 
do  in  this  country,  he  had  to  apply  to  some 
gentlemen  who  styled  themselves  shipping 
masters.  Some  of  them  are  German, 
some  English,  some  Irish  and  Scotch,  and 
the  shipping  master  is  a  gentleman  who 

,  apparently  is  there  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  captain.  When  a  ship  wants 
a  crew  the  shipping  master  goes  on  board 
the  ship  and  makes  an  arrangement  with 
the  captain  to  supply  the  men.  I  am  told 
that  in  many  cases  the  captain  receives 

;  from  the  shipping  master  a  fee  of  two 
dollars  for  every  man  that  is  shipped, 
and  in  some  cases  I  regret  to  say  that  the 

,  shipowners  in  this  country,  knowing  that 
the  captains  get  the  fee,  have  given 
instructions  that  all  such  fees  are  to  lie 

,  paid  over  to  them,  and  more  than  a  score 
of  shipowners  in  this  country  have  con- 
tracts  with   those  shipping    masters    in 

:  New  York  to  supply  the  men,  and  for 

!  every  man  that  is  supplied  he  gets  two  or 

|  three  dollars. 

|    the  president  of  thk  board 

!of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
!  W  hat  are  the  names  1 

♦Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  I  cannot 
give  the  names  at  once.     I  think  the  last 
time  I  spoke  in  this  House  I  mentioned 
the  names  ;  but  whether  I  mentioned  the 
names  or  not,  it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless, 
and  I  refer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
the  Consular   Reports  which    were   sent 
only  last  year.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  turn  to  these  Consular  Reports 
he  will  find  that  in  many  ports  in  the 
|  United  States  the  Consuls  themselves  state 
j  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  their  belief  that 
:  what  I  have  stated  is  perfectly  true,  that 
j  some   shipowners  have   made  those  con- 
!  tracts  with  the  shipping  masters,  and  in 
|  other  cases  the  commission  goes  to  the 
!  shipowners.     The  right  hon.   Gentleman 
j  need    not    depend    upon    my  statement 
I  alone,  and    I  refer  him  to  the  Consular 
I  Reports.     Three  dollars  is  the  commission 
|  that   sometimes  goes  to  the  master  and 
sometimes  goes  to  the  owner.     This   the 
1  shipping  master  has  got  to  recoup,  so  that 
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when  he  makes  an  engagement  with  a 
seaman  to  go  into  the  ship,  if  the  vessel 
is  engaging  a  crew  to  go  right  straight 
from  New  York  to  some  p>rt  in  England, 
the  fee  is  six  dollars.  If  she  is  going  a 
voyage  as  a  sailing  ship  or  steamer  from 
New  York  to  Africa  or  India,  or  any 
distant  port,  the  men  have  to  take  three 
months  advance,  and  then  the  fee 
charged  is  twelve  dollars,  and  in  some 
cases  runs  up  to  twenty  dollars.  Now, 
this  u  crimp  "  who  extorts  this  money  out 
of  the  seamen  in  this  manner  is  allowed 
free  access  into  the  Consul's  office.  This 
office  is  fitted  up  with  a  counter,  and 
there  is  one  special  counter  for  these 
sharks  and  sailors  in  another  department, 
and  I  want  to  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  so  serious  is  the  state  of  affairs 
in  that  port  that  no  man  can  engage  on 
l>oard  a  British  ship  unless  he  is 
living  in  a  boarding  house  and  paying 
the  shipping  master.  I  know  many 
men  I  met  when  I  was  in  New 
York  living  with  their  friends,  and  when 
they  wanted  employment  on  an  English 
ship  they  had  to  leave  their  own  friends 
and  go  and  live  at  that  boarding  house 
for  a  few  days,  and  they  had  to  pay 
either  twenty  or  thirty  dollars,  or  what- 
ever the  advance  happened  to  be.  I  hold 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  responsible  for 
this,  because  he  ought  to  see  that  the 
Consular  office  is  cleared  of  all  people 
except  the  sailors  and  firemen  and  the 
captain  or  the  officers  of  the  ship.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  these  l>oarding  house 
There  is  no  necessity  for  these  boarding 
keepers  and  others  at  that  office. 
They  have  no  right  to  be  there,  either 
when  the  men  are  being  engaged  or  paid 
oft';  and  as  for  the  shipping  master,  he  is 
not  required  at  all.  The  Consular  officer 
should  be  the  shipping  master,  who  reads 
the  articles  of  agreement,  and  there  is 
no  necessity  for  this  third  person  to  come 
in  between  the  seaman  and  his  employer. 
I  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  this  matter,  and  they 
know  all  about  it,  and  yet  this  scandal  is 
still  going  on.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  tell  me  to- 
night that  it  is  a  very  difficult  problem 
to  solve.  There  has  been  a  great  amount 
of  correspondence  between  the  Foreign 
Office  and  the  Boaixl  of  Trade,  and  they 
state  that  they  are  very  desirous  that 
something  should  be  done,  and  no  doubt 
will  be  done,  and  so  forth.  When  I  say 
to  the  Committee  that  the  matter  has 
been     standing     over     for     two     years 

Mr.  Havelock  J  Til  son. 


!  now,    I   think   they  will   agree  with    me 
I  that    I     have     every     justification     for 
'  speaking  very  strongly  upon  this  matter. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  difficulties  niay 
1  be,  but  1  am  certain  of  this,  that  if    the 
;  matter  were   in    my  hands  one  week    I 
would  settle  the  whole  question.     I    do 
not  expect  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
:  can    immediately  go  out   to   New  York 
himself  to   investigate,  but   in   his  own 
.  Department  there  are  plenty  of  capaMe 
officials  who  could  be  despatched  to  New 
1  York  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  to 
see  that  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of 
Trade    are    properly    carried    out    with 
regard  to  seeing  the  office  cleared  of  all 
those  objectionable  class   of   people.    In 
our    mercantile    marine    offices    in  this 
country,  and  in  every  shipping  office  of 
importance,    there     are     two    policemen 
standing  inside,  and  they  arc  paid  for  by 
.  the  Board  of  Trade  to  maintain  order,  and 
to   prevent  anyone   from   unduly  inter- 
fering   with    the     seamen    when    being 
engaged  or  discharged  from  the  ships.   1 
want  to  know  why  the  Board  of  Trade  or 
the  Foreign  Office  could  not  pay  for  two 
policemen,  or  as  many  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, to  stand  inside  the  shipping  office  in 
New  York  to  see  that   no   one  entered 
that     office      except      seamen,     captains 
or     others     who     had     business    there. 
The  cost  would  not  be  very  large,  and 
I  am   certain  tliat  such  an  arrangement 
could   be   made  with  the   United  States 
Government,  or  the  Police  Commissioners, 
for  policemen  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
,  of  the  Consular  office,  and  they  could  be 
instructed  that   no  one  should  be  allowed 
in  that  office  who   had  no  business  thertfi 
and  that  would 

at  once.     With  __0 . 

they  have  engaged,  I  find  in  a  number  of 
the  Consular  offices  that  when  the  men 
sign  the  articles  and  are  supposed  to  ge* 
an  advauce,  instead  of  that  being  handed 
over  to  the  man  in  the  Consul's  office,  be 
is  told  to  go  down  to  the  shipping  master 
who  will  give  it  to  him.  He  U  tb«* 
shipping  agent,  and  if  he  gets  an  advance 
of  over  j£4  this  agent  get*  the  man  V 
endorse  a  note  for  £4,  and  then  he  give* 
a  warrant  for  £3  10s.,  so  that  the  shipping 
agent  presents  to  the  shipowner  the  note 
for  £±  with  the  endorsement  on  the  back* 
and  when  he  gets  the  money  he  pays  ove* 
to  the  man  £3  10s.,  keeping  10s.  for  hi* 
commission.  I  know  there  is  some  diflj* 
culty  in  the  way  of  advance  in  the  UiuW 
.  States  lH3caii8e  they  do  not  allow  advancef 
i  to  be  given,  and  there  is  some  question  * 


remove  the  present  evil 
regard  to  the  men,  when 
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whether  the  United  States  law  applies 
English  ships  in  their  ports  in  the  same 
inner  as  they  would  apply  to  ships 
longing  to  the  United  States  here.  But 
ere  is  no  excuse  for  this  state  of  affairs, 
rwhen  the  men  are  engaged  they  ought 
get  their  advance  at  the  Consular  office, 
it  they  are  told  in  these  ports  to  go 
iwn  to  the  shipping  agent  to  get  their 
ivance.  The  Board  of  Trade  could 
wily  prevent  that  if  they  had  a  desire  to 
[>  so.  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
ommittee  to  another  omission  on  the 
irtofthe  Board  of  Trade.  The  186th 
action  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act 
rovides  that  whenever  any  seamen  are 
ischarged  from  a  British  ship  in  a  foreign 
ort  the  owner  shall  furnish  the  men  writh 
inds  sufficient  to  send  them  l>ack  to  the 
•ort,  of  engagement  in  the  United  King- 
lom,  or  to  some  other  port  agreed  to  by 
he  seamen.  That  is  a  very  old  section, 
lid  it  was  passed  at  the  time  when  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Acts  were  consoli- 
lated  in  1852,  hut  it  was  only  within  the 
ast  five  years  that  the  Seamen's  Union 
**)k  this  matter  in  hand  that  they  were 
iMe  to  compel  the  shipowners  to  pay  the 
MMsage  of  the  men  who  were  discharged 
n  foreign  ports.  The  reason  why  seamen 
ire  discharged  at  Continental  ports  is 
because  seamen's  labour  on  the  Continent 
»8ome  158.  or  £1  less  per  month  ;  that 
i«  to  say,  able  seamen  can  be  engaged  in 
Continental  ports  at  £3  10s.  per  month 
against  £4  10s.  per  month  paid  in  this 
country.  So  that  the  shipowner,  when 
ta  has  engaged  a  crew  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  steamer 
hasmade  a  voyage  from  Cardiff  to  the  Black 
^ea  and  back  to  Rotterdam,  although  only 
«x  weeks  is  occupied  on  the  voyage,  the 
*ew  is  discharged  there,  and  then  the 
owners  endeavour  to  evade  the  186th 
•action,  which  is  very  clear,  and  has  been 
settled  in  the  High  Courts  of  Justice, 
•hat  whenever  seamen  are  discharged  in 
weign  ports  they  shoidd  have  their 
towage  paid  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
Hie  High  Courts  of  Justice  have  upheld 
he  Seamen's  Union  in  that,  although  at 
|feat  cost  to  us.  What  I  have  to  com- 
tain  of  in  the  matter  is  this  :  it  is  the 
uty  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  see  that 
'henever  seamen  are  discharged  abroad, 
iat  Her  Majesty's  Consuls — gentlemen 
rer  whom  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
irisdiction — shoidd  see  in  all  cases  that 
henever  a  seaman  is  discharged  from 
ie  British  ship,  that  the  captain  deposits 
iffident  money  with  the  Consul  to  defray 


the  man's  expenses  to  the  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom  at  which  he  was 
engaged.  What  do  1  find  ?  Why  that 
at  the  large  number  of  these  ports  instead 
of  the  Consul  insisting  upon  what  he  is 
called  upon  to  do  by  this  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  find  that  the  Consuls  endeavour 
to  persuade  the  men  that  they  have  no 
right  to  claim  their  passage  money. 
Cases  have  been  brought  to  my  notice? 
where  the  seamen,  having  perhaps  read 
some  of  our  leaflets  calling  their 
attention  to  this  Act  of  Parliament,  have 
gone  to  the  Consul's  office  and  asked  his 
advice  about  their  passage  money,  and 
the  Consul  has  endeavoured  to  persuade 
the  men  that  they  have  no  claim ;  and 
when  the  men  have  persisted  in  having 
what  they  considered  they  wrere  entitled 
to  have,  then  the  Consuls  have  assisted 
the  masters  to  evade  the  law  by  recom- 
mending them  to  pay  the  men  their  fees 
to  the  nearest  port  in  the  United  King- 
dom. So  that  if  a  man  had  engaged  on 
a  ship  in  Cardiff  and  was  discharged  at 
Rotterdam,  he  would  have'his  fare  paid  to 
Harwich  instead  of  Cardiff.  The  Board 
of  Trade  are  supposed  to  issue  instructions 
to  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  with  regard  to 
this  section,  therefore  it  ought  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  depart- 
ment to  give  definite  instructions  to  Consuls, 
because  the  law  says  the  men  shall  have 
their  passage  money,  and  maintenance  in 
addition,  to  the  port  of  engagement  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  or  to  some  other 
port  that  the  seamen  may  agree  to  be 
sent  to.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  complain, 
after  we  have  spent  such  a  large  amount 
of  money  in  litigation  to  nave  the 
matter  cleared  up,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  department  is  doing 
nothing  whatever  to  enforce  that 
section,  and  it  is  said  that  they  have 
no  power.  I  disagree  with  that,  because  the 
law  says  the  Consul  shall  see  that  certain 
things  are  done  and  they  are  not  being 
done.  This  is  an  every  -day  occurrence, 
and  I  ask  for  what  reason  the  Board  of 
Trade  refuse  to  insist  upon  the  Act  being 
obeyed.  I  find  also  that  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  crews  the  Board  of  Trade 
permit  clauses  to  be  inserted  in  the 
articles  of  agreement  which  are  quite 
contrary  to  law.  1  find  in  many  articles 
of  agreement  clauses  which  provide  that 
the  final  port  of  discharge  is  to  be  a  port  in 
the  United  Kingdom  or  on  the  Continent, 
and  that  the  crew  agree,  if  discharged  on 
the  Continent,  to  pay  their  own  fares  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  .  Now  I  want  to 
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know  why  it  is  the  Board  of  Trade  allow 
shipowners  to  insert  clauses  of  that 
description  in  articles  of  agreement,  which 
is  quite  in  contravention  to  the  186th 
section.  I  think  I  have  said  sufficient 
with  regard  to  the  Consuls  both  in  New 
York  and  other  ports.  I  must  say  that 
in  one  or  two  ports  some  improvement 
has  been  made.  For  instance,  in  Ham- 
burg the  change  that  was  made  some  two 
or  three  years  ago  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Ward,  who  is  now  Consul-General  in 
Hamburg,  has  made  a  great  improvement 
in  that  port,  and  I  must  testify  to  the 
very  excellent  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducts the  business  there.  As  far  as 
Rotterdam  and  Antwerp  are  concerned 
the  state  of  affairs  is  just  as  bad 
as  ever,  and  no  improvement  has 
been  made.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
matters  which  I  wish  to  call  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to.  With 
regard  to  the  seamen's  discharges,  I  have 
been  asking  that  we  should  have  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  this  matter.  As  I  have 
already  said,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
declines  to  legislate  even  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Manning  Committee, 
which  was  a  Committee  of  a  very  repre- 
sentative character,  for  shipowners  were 
on  it ;  and  af ter  two  years'  hard  work, 
during  which  time  they  went  thoroughly 
into  the  question  of  manning  and  the 
efficiency  of  seamen,  they  made  certain 
recommendations,  and  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  has  declined  to  legis- 
late with  regard  to  that  part  of  their 
recommendations.  Last  year  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  appointed  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  question  of  continuous 
discharges.  I  have  already  said  that  I 
object  to  the  Board  of  Trade  issuing  any 
such  discharges,  and  I  do  sincerely  trust 
that  no  such  discharges  will  be  issued, 
because  it  will  simply  be  a  waste  of  time. 
I  would  not  mind  so  much  the  waste  of 
time  as  the  great  injury  that  will  be  done 
to  the  seamen.  I  understand  that  the 
continuous  discharge  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  the  Committee  will,  in  all 
probability,  propose  to  have,  will  be  a 
book  something  similar  to  the  books 
which  naval  reserve  men  have,  on  one  side 
of  which  will  be  entered  the  date  of 
the  man's  engagement  and  on  the 
other  side  the  date  when  he  left  the 
ship.  I  do  not  object  to  going  that  far, 
for  that  would  not  make  a  great  deal  of 
difference,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
department  propose  to  have  a  column  in 
Mr.  Havelock  Wilson. 


which  the  captain  can  write  in  the  mans 
conduct  for  character  and  abitity.  I  have 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  many  captain* 
abuse  that  right,  and  in  many  cases 
they  give  very  good  men  inferior  dis- 
charges and  a  "  declined  to  report,"  and 
in  cases  that  I  know  of  my  own  know- 
ledge seamen  who  are  not  competent  in 
any  respect  have  got  "  very  good "  for 
character  and  ability.  If  a  seaman  gets 
entered  in  his  continuous  discharge  book 
a  character  '*  decline  to  report  " — that  is 
to  say,  the  captain  declines  to  make  any 
report    -it  is  tantamount  to  a  bad  charac- 

i  ter,  although  the  captain  may  have  done 
it  purely  for  spite,  and  the  man  has  no 
remedy.  He  cannot  go  to  a  court  of  law 
to  have  the  matter  investigated.  The 
captain  has  to  be  sole  judge  and  jury  in 
the  matter,  and  if  he  gives  the  man  a  bad 
character  the  seaman  has  no  remedy.    H 

,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  issues 
those  continuous  discharges,  and  will 
insist  upon,  having  a  column  for  character; 

1  if  he  insists  upon  that,  and  if  he  will 
give  seamen  the  right  in  any  case  where 
a  man  has  got  a  bad  discharge  the  right  j 
to  come  before  some  Committee  or  a 
court  of  law  to  have  the  matter  | 
thrashed  out  on  its  merits  in  order  to  ' 
see  whether  the  captain  was  justified  in 
giving  a  bad  discharge,  I  would  say  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  "  Come  along  with 
your  continuous  discharge,"  and  I  should 
be  prepared  to  accept  it.  But  he  will  not 
do  that,  and  he  says  the  captain  is  the 
only  man  who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  a 
man's  character  for  conduct  and  ability.  I 
could  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hundreds   of  discharges 

;  where  the  captain  has  declined  to  report 
for  conduct.  In  one  steamer  a  seaman  got 
a  "  decline  to  report  "  1)ecause  there  was 
a  dispute  between  the  captain  and  himself 
as  to  three  or  four  days  pay.  The  man 
said  he  was  entitled  to  twenty-four  dap 
pay,  and  the  captain   said  he  was  only 

;  entitled  to  twenty-one  days.    The  captain 

i  refused  to  pay  the  man  his  money,  «*" 
the  man  took  out  a  summons.  The  fl**6 
was  tried  in  the  police  court,  and  tb« 
magistrate  decided  that  the  man  **? 
right.  Whereupon  the  captain  said,"* 
will  mark  your  discharge  *  Decline  t° 
report,' ''  and  the  man  has  no  remedy.  Be 
has  to  accept  that  discharge,  although  be 
had  lxjen  on  that  ship  on  prevw^ 
voyages,  and  had  had  very  good  di*" 
charges  from  the  same  captain;  bo* 
because    he   insisted   upon   his  right  °* 


1017     CwU  Service  (Supple-        {23  February  1900}       mentanj  Estimates).       1018 

having  his  full  number  of  days  pay,  j  words,  at  such  a  rate  that  even  a  British 
which  was  decided  in  the  man's  favour,  as  j  seaman  cannot  understand  it.  It  is 
i  last  resort  the  captain  gives  him  a  read  out  in  English,  and  yet  these 
"decline  to  report."  That  goes  on  every  j  foreigners,  who  do  not  understand  the 
lay.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  goes  '  language,  have  to  sign  those  articles,  and 
lown  to  any  mercantile  marine  office  he  j  are  supposed  to  know  what  they  contain 
ari II  find  out  for  himself  that  what  I  am  j  and  agree  to  them.  It  is  a  deliberate 
faying  is  absolutely  correct,  for  where-  |  swindle  to  take  men  in  in  that  way.  In 
jver  men  insist  upon  having  what  they  !  reply  to  my  question  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
ire  entitled  to  have  by  law,  the  captain,  j  tleman  said,  so  far  as  he  was  informed, 
inding  that  he  cannot  punish  them  ,  when  foreign  crews  were  engaged  com- 
n  any  other  way,  marks  on  their  j  petent  interpreters  were  engaged  to 
lischarges,  "Decline  to  report."  It  is  i  interpret  the  articles  of  agreement.  I  wish 
iad  enough  under  a  discharge  order,  j  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take  a 
it  the  present  time  if  a  captain  gives  a  |  trip  to  Cardiff,  and  go  to  the  mercantile 
iad  discharge  the  men  destroy  it,  and  '■  marine  office  there.  He  would  find  that 
rhen  looking  for  another  ship  hand  in  ,  the  British,  so  far  as  the  deck  and  engine 
nother,  nine  or  ten  months  old,  and  •  room  hands  are  concerned,  are  conspicuous 
xplain  that  for  that  period  they  have  by  their  absence.  They  are  all  foreigners, 
teen  working  on  shore.  With  continuous  j  and  if  you  asked  them  their  names  they 
Uscharges  that  will  not  be  possible,  be-  j  would  not  understand  you.  If  competent 
ause  it  will  be  entered  in  the  book.  ;  interpreters  were  employed  it  would 
)irectly  the  officer  sees  in  the  book  the  j  take  a  whole  day  to  ship  a  crew 
haracter  of  the  man  his  services  will  be  ,  for  a  small  ship.  What  I  ask  is  that 
lee  lined,  and  these  men  will  not  be  able  !  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  agreement 
o  get  another  ship.  What  chance  has  a  j  in  the  different  languages  of  the  men  who 
nan  with  a  bad  discharge  of  getting  ■  sign  on  should  be  hung  up  in  the  marine 
mployment  \  The  poor  unfortunate  man  »  offices  so  that  the  men  who  could  not 
night  have  to  wait  months  and  months  i  understand  our  language  might  read  the 
>efore  he  succeeded,  and  the  whole  of  ■  articles  of  agreement  in  their  own  and 
hat  time  he  would  be  suffering  in  this  ,  understand  some  of  the  conditions  they 
ray,  whilst  the  fault  might  be  on  the  side  !  agree  to.     The  reason  why  people  who 


f  the  master,  and  he  would  have  no 
leans  of  getting  redress.  I  protest 
gainst  the  Board  of  Trade  issuing  these 
ontinuous  discharges,  and  say  that  if  it 
loes  so  it  will  be  a  shame  and  a  disgrace. 


cannot  understand  are  preferred  is  per- 
fectly well  known.  It  is  because  condi- 
tions are  inserted  in  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment which  British  seamen  would  not  con- 
sent to.    If  the  Board  of  Trade  challenges 


f  you  give  masters  authority  to  do  this,  !  me  on  that  point  I  will  go  down  with 

i  the  men  feel  aggrieved  at  the  character    their    representatives    to    the     port     of 

;hey  have  got,  they  ought  to  be  at  liberty  !  London   and     show     them     there     men 

to  fight  the  matter  out  either  before  a  •  signed    on   who   cannot   understand   our 

court    of  law   or  a  committee    of    the    language  ;  the  articles  read  out  in  English 

Board   of  Trade.     In   many  Continental  !  and  interpreters  not  called  in.     It  is  not 

ports  large  numbers  of  men  are  engaged  [  the  fault  of  the  officials — they  have  their 

•on  British  ships  and  come  back  to  the  ■  work  to  get  through  and  are  not  to  be 

United  Kingdom  after  a  short  voyage,  I  blamed ;  the  responsibility  lies  with  the 

*nd  those  men  will  be  able  to  get  a  con- 1  heads  of  the  departments.     It  is  not  for 

tinuous  discharge,  although  they  may  not  j  the  Board  of  Trade  to  say  that  they  do 

be  either  sailors  or  firemen,  and  worst  of  all,  :  not  know  about  it,  because  if  they  will 

n»ny  of  them  are    not  able    to  speak  j  look  up  their  correspondence  they  will 

English.     There  is  one  thing  more   with  ,  find  many  letters  of  complaint  that  I  have 

■regard  to  the  masters  and  the  manner  of    written  on  this  subject.     I  sincerely  hope 


engaging  men  in  the  mercantile  marine 
office.  I  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  pointed  out  to  him  that 
*hen  a  ship  was  engaging  a  crew  it  very 
^eqnently  consisted  of  ten  nationalities. 
These  men  are  brought  into  the  mercan 


something  will  be  done  to  remedy  this 
grievance.  The  unfortunate  part  of  the 
whole  grievance  is  that  the  seamen  and  fire- 
men are  without  votes.  If  they  had 
political  influence  in  this  country  this 
state  of  things  would  not  exist.     If  any- 


tfle  marine  office,  and  a  deputy  commis- ;  body  ought  to  have  the  support  of  the 
aioner  reads  the  articles  of  agreement,  I  Government  it  is  the  seamen  and  firemen, 
which  contains  .more  than  two  thousand    because   the   time   may  come   when  the 
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Government  may  have  to  depend  on 
these  men  whom  they  now  despise.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  have  great 
sympathy,  but  he  could  show  it  more  if 
he  would  bring  in  a  Bill  or  two  to  safe- 
guard these  men.  They  have  no  Limited 
Liability  Act,  which  is  a  fact  to  be  deplored 
when  the  numl>ers  who  are  killed  and 
drowned  every  year  are  considered.  If 
any  ctass  of  men  ought  to  find  favour 
with  the  present  powerful  Imperialist,  I 
think  it  is  this,  and  in  order  to  emphasise 
my  protest  against  the  neglect  of  the 
Government  in  not  legislating  to  improve 
the  condition  of  these  men,  I  beg  to  move 
to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £100  in  respect  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*•  That  the  Item  Class  II.,  Vote  8  (Board  of 
Trade),  be  reduced  by  <£100,  in  respect  of 
the  salary  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade!"  —{Mr.  Haveloc.k  fHhm.) 
*Str  ALBERT  ROLLIT  desired  to  call 
attention  to  two  points   of  some   impor- 
tance,  but   before   doing   so     he,     as   a 
member  of  the  Local    Marine  Board  of 
London,  could  say,  so  far  at  least  as  that 
port  was  concerned,  that  his  hon.  friend's 
statement  that  foreigners  generally  signed 
for   service   aboanl    ship  without  under- 
standing the  articles   was    far   too  wide 
and    sweeping.       He    was    also     clearly 
and     strongly     of     opinion      that     his 
hon.   friends   suggestion    that    the  ship- 
owning    community   preferred  foreigner 
because     they    could     be     engaged     on 
false   conditions  was   not   well   founded, 
although  there  might  in  some  very  few 
and    exceptional    cases  be  some   founda- 
tion  for    the   suggestion.       He   had   no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  general  body 
of  the  shipowners  had  no  desire  whatever 
to  reap  any  benefit  from  the  ignorance  of 
the  foreigners  of  our  language,  a  defect 
which    was    by    no   means   general,  but 
the  contrary.     He  wished  to  know  what 
success  had  attended  the  provision  in  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act  of  last  year  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  training  of  boys 
for  service  at  sea.     Although  there  were 
differences  of  opinion,  the  proposals  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  received  with 
consideration    by   shipping    circles,    but 
at      the     same     time      opinions      were 
expressed   that  the   inducements  offered 
were     not     adequate     and     would     not 
secure   the  result  the    President  of   the 
Board  of  Trade  had  in  view.      The  first 
thing  he  wished  to  ascertain  was  what  had 
been  the  result  of  the  experiment,  and  if  the 
Mr,  Hawlock  JFilson. 


adverse  opi  1110119  expressed  had  proved  cor 
rect  he  hoped  some  other  means  would  be 
pmp<  >sed  by  whichan  element  oi  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  country  might  1* 
strengthened.  In  the  next  place  he 
desired  to  know  whether  the  Cwnmerciali 
Intelligence  Department,  which  should  he 
the  ears  and  eyes  of  the  commercial 
forces  of  our  country,  had  been  opened, 
and  whether  it  had  realised  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  the  latest  informa- 
tion on  commercial  and  shipping  matters,, 
and  what  success  had  attended  it. 
He  hoped  that  the  example  of  Germany; 
Belgium,  and  other  countries  in  holding, 
periodically,  commercial  museums  or  ex- 
hibitions would  l>e  followed  in  this  country, 
as  such  exhibitions  were  of  great  practical 
value,  a  fact  which  had  been  proved  at 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  A 
Departmental  Committee  of  the  Board  of 

'  Trade,  on  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
serve,  had  made  the  al>ove  recommend** 

.  tions,  and  he  should  l>e  glad  to  learn  that 

.  it  was  proving  successful. 

•      Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  F,) 
,  called  the  attention  of  the-   President  of 
the   Board   of   Trade   to   two   questions. 
The  first  was  with  regard  to  applications 
from  small  fishing  communities  throughout 
the  country  for  improved  facilities  for  the 
construction  of  harbours.     It  was  within 
his  knowledge  that,  from  the  part  of  the 
:  country  in  which  he  was  more  particularly 
,  interested,  several  applications  had  been 
■  forwarded  to   the  Board  of  Trade.    On 
the  Board  of  Trade  Vote   last   vear  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  had  appointed  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  which  was  to  consider 
any  application  of  the  sort.     They  should 
like  to  learn  whether  the  Committee  had 
made  any  Report,  and  whether  they  had 
been  able  to  make  any  grant  or  had  con- 
sidered favourably  any   applications  laid 
before  the  Board  of  Trade.     So  far  as  he 
was  aware,  at  any  rate  with  regard  to  the 
'  north-east  of   Scotland,  no   such  applica- 
tions had  hitherto  been  favourably  enter- 
tained  by   the   Board   of    Trade.     The 
second  question  was  with  reference  to  the 
administration  of  the  Light  Railways  Act- 
In  Aberdeenshire   they  were   under  the 
monopoly  of  one   railway  company— the 
Great  North  of  Scotland— a  good  enough 
;  line,   but  an   al>solute   monopoly  in  the 
country.     When  the  Light  Railway  Com~ 
mission    was    established    the    compj)' 
:  promoted  two  schemes,   one  for  a  liffjj 
1  railway    from    Aberdeen    to    Eoht  tf^ 
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kene,  and  the  other  for  a  light  railway  '■ 
om  Fraserburgh  to  the  fishing  village  of  ■ 
t.  Combs.     Oitiers  were  granted  in  both 
iso8,  and  for  the  Fraserburgh  railway  a  , 
msiderable  grant  had  been  made  from 
le  Treasury.     The  Orders  were  passed 
y  the  Light  Railway  Commissioners  so 
ingagoas  September,  1897,  but  month 
:ter  month  and  year  after  year  passed 
ithout  their  l>eing  confirmed.     Finally 
le  Orders  were  sanctioned  in  the  summer  , 
f  last  year,  but  neither  of  the  railways  ! 
ad  been  constructed — the  largest  scheme,  . 
tdeed,  had  been  definitely    abandoned, 
he  question  which  he  and  other  Mem- 
era  had  asked  last  year  was  whether  the  ' 
oard  of  Trade  had  not  power  to  compel  \ 
romoters  when  granted  a  scheme  to  pro- 
ved with  it.     Apparently  the  Act  gave 
i)   such   power. .  This   was   particularly 
ard  in  both  these  cases.     In  the  case  of 
le  Echt  and  Skene  Railway  the  railway 
>mpany  cut  out  a  body  of  private  pro- 
moters who  were  prepared  to  undertake  , 
le  scheme.     And   now  they  had  aban- ' 
oned    the    scheme,    and     he     believed ! 
nother  body  of  private   promoters  were  ; 
:ying  to  promote  a  new  scheme.     The 
lilway  company  had  thus  frustrated  the  , 
mstruction  of  a  railway  in  this  district j 
jr  two  years.     As  regarded  the  other  j 
-•heme,  the  conditions  were  even  more  , 
nfortunate.     The  mil  way  company  had 
ot  taken  a  single  practical  step  to  put 
le  scheme  in  operation,  and  these  fishing  ; 
illages  were   still   divorced  from   their  i 
tarket   with  apparently  no  prospect  of  j 
nprovement.       The    matter    hact    been 
ronght  before  the  railway  company,  but 
o   satisfactory    remedy    could   be   got. 
*wt    year    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
romised  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  the 
latter,  and  as  nothing  had  been  done  he 
Mr.  Buchanan)  hoped  he  would  put  in 
peration  any   power  that  the   Board  of 
rade  possessed. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  asked  the  President 
f  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  would  make 
ccessible  to  the  House  and  to  the  public 
fcnerally  the  admirable  set  of  diagrams 
ftd  statistical  tables  compiled  by  his 
department  for  the  forthcoming  Paris 
-xhibition.  He  suggested  that  they 
hould  be  photographed  and  issued  as  a 
>ublic  document.  He  desired  to  support 
u*  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Middles- 
brough in  the  representations  he  had 
***xle  with  regard  to  the  grievances  of 
jetton.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult  to 
tacos  the  seamen's  grievances  in  the  same 
**y  that  the   grievances  of    the  other 


trades  were  focussed.  The  seaman  had  no 
franchise,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
get  at  his  grievance  except  by  personal 
investigation,  which  was  always  liable  to 
official  denial.  As  a  confirmation  of  his 
hon.  friend's  contentions,  he  would  like  to 
point  out  that  in  199  formal  inquiries 
held  last  year  into  casualties  at  sea  it  was 
found  in  107  cases  that  they  arose  partly 
or  wholly  from  the  neglect  or  default  of 
persons  on  l>oard  the  vessels,  and  55 
officers  had  their  certificates  suspended. 
That  default  or  neglect,  he  believed, 
meant,  in  plain  language,  inefficiency, 
under-manning,  and  incompetence.  While 
twenty  years  ago  the  collisions  at  sea 
were  fifty-four  in  number,  last  year 
they  were  fifty-seven,  thus  showing  an 
increase  ;  while  under  every  other 
heading  into  which  maritime  casualties 
were  nivided  there  had  been  a  decrease. 
Loss  of  life  had  diminished,  no  doubt, 
but  nevertheless  the  number  of  lives  lost 
amounted  to  some  2,117  every  year.  In 
the  last  thirteen  years  no  less  than 
28,302  sailors  had  lost  their  lives.  That 
was  a  condition  which  merited  immediate 
attention.  The  fatal  casualties  last  year 
alone  were  greater  than  all  that  had  yet 
occurred  in  the  Transvaal  war.  If  the 
sailor  was  liadly  treated,  the  stoker  was 
in  even  worse  case.  The  German  marine 
department  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the 
conditions  under  which  the  stokers  on  the 
big  liners  worked,  and  they  found  a 
greater  tendency  to  suicide  among  stokers 
than  in  any  other  occupation.  The  causes* 
he  believed,  were  to  l>e  found  in 
overwork,  insufficient  food,  and  bad 
accommodation.  He  hoped  the  right  hoiu 
Gentleman  would  consent  to  a  similar 
inquiry  by  his  department.  He  urged 
further  that  articles  should  be  printed  in 
several  languages,  so  that  foreign  sailors 
would  know  what  they  wen;  signing. 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields)  merely 
desired  to  emphasise  the  point  which  had 
been  made  with  regard  to  the  continuous 
discharges.  He  represented  a  large 
number  of  sailors,  and  could,  therefore, 
speak  with  some  authority.  There  was 
considerable  apprehension  on  the  part  of 
sailors  that  a  very  important  change  was 
about  to  be  made  in  the  form  of  discharge, 
by  which  each  man  would  have  to  £et 
from  his  captain  a  discharge,  which 
would  form  part  of  a  continuous  record 
on  which  could  easily  be  based  a  refusal 
to  report  which  would  operate  against  the 
j  man's  future  employment.  There  were 
various  abuses  to  which  this  form  <&  $»r 
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charge  was  open,  which  he  hoped  the  before  the  Commissioners  as  any  specu- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  lators,  and  if  they  do  not  take  advantage 
bear  in  mind.  He  also  called  attention  |  of  their  opportunities  in  the  interest  of 
to  the  working  of  the  Light  Railways  '  those  who  desire  the  service,  it  is 
Act,  which,  he  said,  was  being  used  by  inevitable  that  their  place  should  be  taken 
private  speculators  in  the  neighlwurhood  by  those  who  are  called  speculators.  If 
•of  large  towns  to  obtain  powers  to  lay  :  these  railways  are  not  made  by  the 
what  were  really  tramways  along  the  j  municipal  authorities,  then  let  them 
>roads  leading  out  of  towns.  He  con-  be  made  by  any  reputable  company 
tended  that  if  the  Government  intended  which  likes  to  come  forward.  The  hon. 
•to  put  means  into  the  hands  of  muni-  Meml>er  for  East  Aberdeenshire  coni- 
cipalities  to  relieve  congested  centres  of  |  plained  of  certain  railways  in  the  north  of 
population  the  main  arteries  between  the  ■  Scotland  having  obtained  powers  to  make 
towns  and  the  country  must  be  kept  open,  light  railways  and  not  having  made  them. 
In  the  county  of  Middlesex  the  great  I  did  communicate  with  the  Great  North 
arteries  were  being  rapidly  appropriated  by  of  Scotland  Railway  on  this  subject.  I 
private  speculators,  in  whose  schemes  there  .  think  they  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
was  no  advantage  to  the  industrial  classes.  |  opening  of  some  other  line.     It  is  said  by 

Mr.  RITCHIE:   No  one  can  say  the  ■  the  hon.   Member  that  power  should  he 
questions  which  have  been  raised  in  this  i  g1^1}  to  compel  promoters  who  have  got 
debate  have  not  been  important.     On  the  ;  a  Bl1    to  make  a  }*&t  railway  to  carry 
contrary,  they  are  so  important  that  I  am    <>ut  their  undertaking  ;  but  such  a  power* 
•afraid  that  I  shall  not  at  this  time  be  able    does   »ot  e,xl8t  m  ^gard    to  any  othe^ 
■to  deal  with  them  in  more  than  a  per- :  cla88  of  railway,  and  it  does  not  seem  to 
functory  manner.     The   hon.  Gentleman  :  be  just  to  impose  more  onerous  condition* 
who  moved  the  reduction   of  mv  salary    on  promoter*  of  light  railways  than  exist 
<lid  so  in  a  very  courteous  manner,  and  !  m  the.  «*>  °.{  ordinary  railways.    That 
although  I  have  heard  his  speech  before  I    <*«    hSh\  ™lwa7   referred    to  was  not 
do  not  propose  to  deal  with  the  matter  '.  ™d«  no  doubt  disappointed  many  people, 
he  brought  forward  at  this  moment.     I    but  8°  far  «*  m>'  recollection  goes  the  m- 
will  deal  first  with  the  subjects  mentioned    «•»"«  ff  v«n  bv  the  h°n.  Member  is  only 
by  other  hon.  Members.     The  hon.  Gen-  '  a  solitary  one  in  all  the  numerous  aopli- 
tleman   who  has   just  resumed   his   seat ;  CBtkoim  that  have  been  made.     Appbc* 
•dealt  with  continuous  discharges  and  light    tlon8  *™    h«ht   railways  are    becoming 
railways.     I  am  not  prepared  to  contend  !  extremely  numerous    and  when  we  come 
that  the  framers  of  the  Light  Railways  ;  *>  legislate  on  the  subject  next  year--** 
Act  contemplated  quite  the  development :  tbc  Act  is  only  a  five  years  Act-Parlia- 
wrhich  has  taken  place;  but  I  think  that (  ment  will  be  asked  to  grant  more  facilities 
on  the  whole  the  development  has  been    for  dealing  with  them,  because  at  present 
satisfactory,    and     that    the     procedure    the  Commissioners ;  have  more  work  t*>  do 
under    the     Act     has     met     with     the  i  than  thev eau  weli  undertake,  althoitfn 
approval    of    everybody  who    has    come    ^  is  very  efficiently  done.     On  the  whole, 
before     the     Commissioners.      There    is  !  though  the  hon.   Gentleman  may  have 
no    doubt    a     tramway     element    does  •  «°me  reason  to  complain  m  one  particular 
■enter    into    many    of  'these    light    rail- ,  e^e,  ftill  we  have  every  reason  to  con- 
ways,  but  it  must  not  be  assumed  that    gratulate  ourselves  on  the  signal  «£ 
-because  while  going  through  a  town  they    which  has  attended  the  Act  during  t* 
Are  necessarily   more   or  less  tramways,  , last  three  or  four  years, 
they  are  not  at  the  same  time  light  rail- ''      Mr.    BUCHANAN  :     The    one  not 
ways  in  the  sense  contemplated  by  the  I  gone  on  with  has  got  a  Treasury  graut. 
Act.     It  was  always  contemplated  that !      Mr.  RITCHIE :  As  the  hon.  Gentl* 
those  railways  would  be  partially  of  the    man  knows,  I  have  not  had  notice  of  *$ 
nature  of  tramways  in  towns.     The  hon.    of  the  points  brought  forward  to-nifPjJ' 
And  learned  Member  hopes  that  the  Rail-  (  and  I  would  rather  like  to  look  up  *■*! 
way  Commissioners   will   not   allow   the  !  Papers  connected  with  that  railway,  •"* 
main     arteries    to    be    monopolised    by    I    will    speak    to    the   hon.    Gentle^    I 
private    speculators,    but  they  will  take  i  subsequently.       The    hon.    Member  J^  I 
care    that     they     are    kept    open      for  I  Battersea  alluded-  —and  I  am  very  tr\ji 
municipal    authorities.      The    municipal '  he    did — to    the    excellent    charts    *^ 
Authorities  have  as  much  power   to  go  { diagrams  which  have  been  compiled     • 

Mr.  liobson. 
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the  officers  of  the  Labour  Department  of  ! 
the  Board  of  Trade.     I  sympathise  very 
much  with  the  view  that  they  should  be  ' 
made  more  available   for  our  people  at 
home,  and   I    have    already    given   the 
promise  that  they  shall  be  photographed 
and  published  in  the  Labour  Gazette.     I 
will  consider  whether  they  should  be  put 
in  a  Blue-book  ;    but  in  any  case  I  will 
take  care  that  they  are   made  more  avail- 
able than  they  are  in  their  present  shape. 
At  present  I  express   my  personal  obliga- 
tion to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in 
the  collection  of  the  statistical  information 
which  was  necessary  for  the  diagrams  to 
be  set  out,  and  to  all   those  who  have 
been  engaged  in   making  the   diagrams 
themselves.      They   reflect  the    greatest 
credit    on    all    concerned.        The    hon.  > 
Member    for    East    Aberdeenshire    also 
-asked  a  question  with  reference  to  fishing 
harbours.      The    hon.     Gentleman     will 
xemember  that  very  clear  and  very  hard 
-and  fast  lines  were  laid  down  by  me  when 
I  assented  to  the   suggestion   that  some 
£issistance  should  be  given  by  the  Treasury 
in  the  matter  of  small  fishing  harbours. 
The   Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer    con- 
-ourred   in   my  view   that    as   we   had  a 
Committee  to  consider  the  grants  for  light  \ 
railways,  we  should  have  a  Committee  to 
consider  the  grants  for  light  fishing  har- 
>x>urs.      That    Committee    was    formed 
almost   of    the  same    gentlemen   as   the 
other    Committee.      They      have     been 
Hitting  for  some  time,  and  in  almost  every 
-case    the  applications  for  grants  do  not 
-come  within  the  conditions  laid  down  in 
the    Light    Railways    Act    or    anything 
-approaching  them.      It  is  a    matter  of  i 
regret  to  me  that  it  is  so.     My  recollec-  i 
t/ion  is  that  there  has  been  only  one  case  ; 
made  out  for  a  grant.     There  was  a  lack  ! 
of  the  necessary  local  aid  and  the  neces-  , 
-aary    guarantee     for    maintenance    and , 
other  matters  considered  essential  by  the  i 
Treasury  before  sanction  to  the  schemes 
was  given.   I  have  endeavoured,  however, 
to  secure  that  the  most  favourable  consi- 
deration   shall    be   given    to  the    appli- 
cations.     The  hon.  Meml>er   for   South 
Islington     asked    me     what     was     the 
result     of      the      inducements     offered 
for  the  training  of  boy  sailors  under  the 
Mercantile    Marine  Act.      Undoubtedly 
the  result  of  that  has  not  been  in  accord- 1 
fnce  with  what  I  anticipated.     Of  course 
it  was  entirely  a  problem  as  to  what  ; 
would  be  the  result.     I  know  that  the 
■Aeine  waa  not  regarded  with  a  very  i 
£***  amount  of  favour  by  shippers.     One 


reason,  I  think,  was  that  they  were  dis- 
appointed that  they  did  not  receive  an 
out-and-out  grant  from  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  lads  used  by  Her  Majesty. 
They  considered  that  a  very  large  sum 
ought  to  have  been  given  to  them  because 
of  the  Navy,  and  they  were  not  prepared 
to  enter  heartily  into  any  scheme  short  of 
that.  The  original  idea  of  the  scheme 
was  to  endeavour  to  secure  a  large  number 
of  boys  to  be  educated  as  sailors  for  the 
mercantile  marine,  not,  as  has  been  sup- 
posed, for  the  Navy.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  attached  the  condition 
to  the  scheme  that  some  of  the  boys  shall 
go  into  the  Reserve.  I  think  that  proper 
and  desirable.  I  have  been  disappointed, 
however,  to  find  that  many  of  the  ship- 
owners think  that  they  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  undertake  any  task  of  the 
kind  unless  the  Government  pays  the 
entire  cost  of  the  education  of  the  boys. 
In  my  judgment  that  is  neither  a  fair  nor 
a  reasonable  condition.  The  Government 
were  willing  to  advance  something  like 
£75,000  a  year  for  this  purpose,  and  I 
think  we  had  some  right  to  expect  we 
would  be  assisted  by  shipowners  in  carry- 
ing out  a  work  which  was  primarily  for 
their  benefit.  If  the  matter  has  not  been 
successful  so  far  I  think  it  is  so  much 
to  their  disadvantage.  Of  course  the 
scheme  has  only  lieen  in  operation 
for  one  year,  and  I  still  hope,  although 
we  are  disappointed  up  till  now, 
we  have  something  better  in  store. 
My  hon.  friend  referred  to  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Department, 
which  has  just  been  opened.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  to  say  much  about 
that.  I  am  sure  it  is  a  very  desirable 
thing  that  our  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers should  be  able  to  go  into  one  office 
and  obtain  all  the  information  in  regard 
to  commercial  matters  possessed  by  all 
the  Government  offices,  instead  of  having 
to  go  to  half  a  dozen  offices  to  collect 
their  information  by  scraps  and  shreds. 
The  Board  of  Truth  Journal  is  now  published 
at  a  penny,  and  I  should  say  it  is  likely 
to  be  a  profitable  concern.  I  am  sure  it 
must  be  a  great  advantage  to  all  those 
connected  with  export  trade  and 
commerce  generally  to  l>e  able  to 
get  up-to-date  information  every  week. 
Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  main  point  which 
has  l>een  dealt  with  in  this  debate  —I 
mean  the  question  of  oiu*  sailors.  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea  that 
we  ought  to  do  everything  that  we  can  do 
to  improve  the  condition  of  our  savVcrc^ 
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because,  no  matter  what  may  be  done,  i      Mr.  RITCHIE  :  When  the  hon.  Gentle- 
their  occupation  must  always  be  a  trying    man  puts  a  question  with  regard  to  space 
and  dangerous  one.     The  hon.  Member    accommodation,  it  is  only  fair  to  assume 
referred  to  the  loss  of  life  sustained  in    that  he  implies  that  the  accommodation  is 
connection  with  our  shipping,  and  anim-  j  not  sufficient.     Under  the  circumstances,, 
adverted  upon   the   want   of    skill   that    I  need   not   go   into  particulars    of   the 
existed  to  a  large  extent  in  regard  to  the  i  "  Campania,"    the    "  Norman,"   and    the 
sailing   of   our  ships.     But  if  ships  are  |  "  Teutonic,"  al>out  which  he  asked  quest- 
saved   and   loss   of   life  is  prevented  by    tions,  and  all  of  which  have  more  than 
superior  skill  on  board  ship  there  must '  the      necessary     accommodation.       The 
have   l>een   great    improvement    in    this  '  "  Australia  "  is  the  only  steamer  on  which 
direction  during  the  last  twenty  years,    he  bases  any  complaint.      80  far  as  cubic 
because,  having  regard  to  the  enormous    space  is  concerned  the  "  Australia  "  com- 
increase  in  the  mercantile  marine  during    plies  with  all  the  requirements,  but  with 
that  period,  there  has  been  a  large  de- '  regard  to  floor  space  it  is  below  the  proper 
crease  in  the  number  of  casualties.     We  •  accommodation.      The  company  has  had 
must  all  recognise  that  the   large   ship  j  its     attention     drawn     to      that     fact, 
owners  have  made  great  improvements  m    The  hon.    Member  says,   u  Why  do  not 
the   food  and  accommodation   for   their  '  you  prosecute  1 "     He  knows  very  well 
sailors ;   and    though,    no    doubt,    there  !  that  the    circumstances  with    regard  to 
are  shipowners  who  do  not  do  all  that  1  Lascars  are  not  very  simple.     There  ha* 
can  be  desired,  if  we  are  to  impose  con     been   some   difference   of   opinion   as  to 
ditions  on  the  mercantile  marine  in  order    whether  the  English  Act  or  the  Indian, 
to  safeguard  seamen  from  the  treatment  ,  Act  applies  to  them.     We  referred  tk^ 
they  receive  in  some  of  the  worst  of  our  '  to  the   Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  anc\ 
steamers,  we  might  so  cripple  the  whole  \  they    said    that    the    English    Act  urv 
iudustry  as  to  make  it  unable  to  compete  ,  doubtedly  applied  ;  but,  after  setting  out 
with   foreign   rivals.     The  hon.  Member  ,  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  Indian  sailors, 
for   Middlesbrough   has   referred  to   the    they   have   advised  the  Board   of  Trade 
engagement   of    foreign    seamen    in   our    that,   although   we   have   the   power  to 
mercantile  marine,  and  has  urged  that  it  !  prosecute,  we  have  a  right  to  take  all  the 
is  desirable  that  the  terms  of  agreement  '■  circumstances  into  consideration.    What 
should,    as    far    as    possible,   be  in   the    are  the  circumstances  1     In  the  first  place 
language   which    they    understand.      Of  i  these  Lascars   make  no  complaint.    On 
course,  we   cannot  in  the  matter  of  the    the   contrary  they  have  sent  a  petition 
language  of  sailors  meet  the  requirements  !  couched  in  the  most   pathetic   language 
of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  but    beseeching  the  Government  not  to  make 
I   may  say  that   some  days  ago  I  gave    changes   which   will   have   the  effect  of 
instructions  that  inquiries  should  be  made  \  reducing  their  means  of  livelihood.    The 
into  the  matter,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  1  hon.  Member  may  laugh.     I  know  what     i 
see  that  the  agreements  shall  be  published    his  object  is.     His  object  is  not  to  improve 
in   the   language   most    commonly   used  1  the  condition  of  the  Lascars,  but  to  prevent 
by  those  who  serve  on  board  our  ships,    them  competing  with  English  sailors.  ! 

The  hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough:  *Mr.HAVELOCK WILSON: Hear, hear!  j 
complained  about  the  want  of  accommo-  Mr  RITCHIE  :  I  say  the  Lascars  are 
datum  for  the  Lascars.  He  has  spoken  •  M  rauch  British  8Ubjects  as  any  English 
alMHit  the  "Australia.  It  is  true  that  I  sailor8>  and  in  considering  them  we  have 
on  board  the  "Australia  there  is  some  ;  a  right  to  consider  all  the  circumstances 
slight  deficiency  of  floor  area.  But  the  of  fa  case  iiagcars  are  not  accustomed 
hon.  Member  has  called  attention  within  i  to  and  do  not  requjre  the  same  amount  of 
the  last  few  days  to  several  steamers  in  1  gpace  ag  English  sailors.  There  is  no 
which  ho  alleged  the  space  allotted  was  obligation  on  the  Board  of  Trade  to  prose- 
not  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  Mer-  j  cute<  and  under  the  circumstances  which 
chant  Shipping  Act.  \  i  have   narrated   we   are  quite  justified 

having  regard  to  the  whole  of  the  fa^» 
*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  Only  ,  in  declining  to  do  so.  The  hon.  Gkm*- 
one  P.  and  O.  steamer — the  others  were  man  says  he  was  asked  why  did  he  n0t 
British  steamers.  I  did  not  make  any  com-  prosecute.  But  he  himself  came  to  ^e 
plaint  as  to  the  accommodation  ;  I  wanted 
to  know  what  the  accommodation  was. 
Mr.  Ritchie. 


last  year  and  asked,  "  Can  anybody  pf*** 
cute  ? "    I  said,  "  Certainly,"  and  he  *** 
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41  way  evidently  quite  happy,  gratified  at  j 
the  idea   that  he  would  have  the  oppor- . 
t  unity  of  prosecuting.     It  was  therefore  j 
not  1  who  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  | 
prosecute,  but  he  asked  me  if  he  could. 
Do  not  let  us  have  any  misunderstanding. 
The  object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
to  improve  the  position  of  the  Lascar,  but 
to   prevent   his   employment.     The  hon. 
Gentleman    also    found    fault  with    the 
Board    of    Trade    because    N.P.  is    put 
<igainst  the  name  of   a  man  who  has  not 
qualified  as  an  able  seaman.     What  is  the 
complaint  I     Does  anyone  think   that  it  ! 
means   A.B.  ?    There  is   nothing  in  the  j 
law    to   compel    shipowners   to   carry  a 
certain  number  of  A.B.'s. 

•Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  I  beg 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  He 
parsed  a  Bill  only  the  year  before  last 
•enacting  that  a  ship  should  cany  a  certain 
number  of  A.B.'s. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Does  the  hon.  Gentle- 

-an  m  assert  that  putting  N.P.  against  a  man's 

name  qualifies  him  to  serve  as  an  A.B.  1 

If  he  does  not,  why  should  ho  complain 

ad  tout  it  ?     It  is  not  a  breach  of  the  law. 

Mr.  BURNS  :  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt 
*he  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  my  hon. 
-friends  contention  is  that  where  service 
as  not  proven,  and  out  of  eight  men  on 
i*>ourd  a  ship  you  have  three  N.P/s,  it 
xneans  that  those  three?  may  be  very  in- 
competent, with  the  result  that  more  work 
-falls  upon  the  five  competent  men  than 
would  be  the  case  if  the  service  of  the.  men 
-marked  N.P.  had  been  proven  as  seamen. 

Mr.  KITCHIE:  If  a  shipowner  is 
«coin polled  by  law  to  carry  eight  A.B.'s  it 
j*  quite  certain  that  by  carrying  five 
A.B.'s  and  three  N.P.'s  he  is  not  fulfilling 
the  lav.r.  But  if  the  law  does  not  compel 
-a  shipowner  to  carry  a  certain  numW  of 
A.B.s,  in  what  way  is  the  public,  the 
>*hip,  or  the  sailor  damaged  by  N.P. 
I  wing  put  to  a  man's  name  ? 

♦Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  My 
<omplaint  was  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
officials  entered  these  men  on  the  articles 
«>f  agreement  as  able-lnxlied  seamen 
without  proving  their  service.  The  law 
*;iys  they  should  prove  four  years  service, 
otherwise  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  rate. 

MR.  RITCHIE:  Thev  do  not  enter 
xhem  as  A.B.,  but  as  K\P.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  then  referred  to  the  New 
York  Consular  Office  as  a  disgrace  and  a 
discredit.  The  Consular  Office  is  neither 
4i  disgrace  nor  a  discredit.  The  Consul 
General  is  one  of  the  most  able  we  have, 


and  there  is  his  statement  against  that  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  effect  that  the 
things  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  conjured 
up  from  his  own  inner  consciousness  do 
not  occur. 

♦Mr.  HAVELOCK    WILSON:    I   say 

they  d<>. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  He  says  that  in  a 
place  like  New  York,  with  a  large  number 
of  sailors  being  engaged,  undesirable 
persons  do  now  and  then  gain  entrance, 
and  there  is  an  occasional  shindy  of  some 
kind.  It  may  be  desirable  that  a  jxdice 
officer  should  be  stationed  there  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers 
does  take  place.  We  are  now  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  Treasury  and  the 
Foreign  Office  on  the  subject,  and  I  hope 
within  a  week  or  two  we  will  l)e  able  to 
settle  on  placing  a  police  constable  in  that 
office  as  an  experiment,  with  a  view  to 
seeing  whether  some  of  the  evils  which 
of  course  do  exist  may  be  put  an  end  to. 
There  was  also  the  question  of  continuous 
discharges.  1  am  not  able  to  make  any 
statement  upon  that  matter,  as  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  some  time  ago  to 
consider  the  question,  and  their  Report 
has  not  yet  been  made.  I  understand 
that  that  Report  will  come  in  within  the 
next  few  days,  and  it  will  then  be  my 
duty  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  1  am 
very  glad  we  are  to  have  these  agree- 
ments prepared  in  the  languages  most 
used  by  the  sailors  engaged  in  British 
ships.  That  will  be  a  considerable  im- 
provement. With  regard  to  the  light 
railway  question,  it  is  a  read  difficulty 
that,  when  an  established  railway  company 
competes  with  a  private  undertaking  for 
the  nuiking  of  a  light  railway,  and  gets  the 
!  order  upon  its  promise  to  make  the  railway, 
1  the  company,  having  ousted  the  private 
promoter,  should  not  afterwards  proceed 
with  the  work.  That  is  really  a 
grievance  which  is  not  covered  by  the 
existing  law,  and  when  further  legislation 
on  the  subject  is  prepared,  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  this  matter 
is  dealt  with.  There  are  other  points  in 
the  light  railway  legislation  in  existence 
which  will  require  amendment,  and  1 
would  suggest,  when  this  further  legis- 
lation is  being  considered,  the  whole 
subject  of  light  railways  should  be 
reviewed,  and  amendments  in  the  existing 
law,  which  experience  has  shown  to  be 
required,  introduced.  I  also  desire  to  ask 
a  question   with  reference,  \t\  \\iv.».  Cahiv- 
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i?reial    Intelligence    Department.      The 
/mimittee    will    remember  that   a    very  ' 
niipetent  commercial  agent  was  sent  out 
,)me  time  ago  to  report  on  the  state  and 
>rospects    of    British    trade    in    certain 
oreign  countries,  and  reports,  which  have  | 
been  read  with  great   interest,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House.      Is  it  intended  to 
continue  the  sending  out  of  a  person   of 


now  optional  should  be  made  compulsory. 
It  may  l>e  argued  that  any  compulsory 
qualifications  will  tend  to  efficiency,  to 
make  men  take  an  interest  in  their  career, 
and  also  to  prevent  accidents  and  collisions 
in  the  various  harbours  where  there  are 
numbers  of  these  boats.  But,  so  far  as 
the  experience  of  Scotland  goes,  it  seems 
to  show  that  with  its  present  limited  power* 


that  kind,  and,   if  so,  will  it  be  a  part  of  ;  the  Fishery  Board  can  get  on  perfectly  well 


the  permanent  policy  of  the  Commercial 
Department,  or  what  is  the  policy  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject  ? 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
desire  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
a  question  with  regard  to  the  examinations 
in  Scotland  for  mercantile  marine  certi- 
ficates. Under  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  there  are  two  kinds  of  certificates  for 
which  seamen  may  apply— -the  ordinary 
mercantile  marine  certificate,  and  the 
certificate  of  competency.  In  Scotland 
the  operation  of  the  examinations  for 
these  certificates  seems  to  be  discouraging 
in  every  way  to  the  very  reasonable 
desire  on  the  part  of  fishermen  and  other 
people  qualified  to  obtain  certificates 
in  either  class.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  class  dealt  with  under  Part  4 
of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
the  certificates  of  competency, 
may  l>e  obtained  by  skippers  and  second 
hands  on  fishing  lioats.  Under  Section 
413  of  the  Act,  trawlers  of  twenty-five 
tons  and  upwards  may  not  go  to  sea 
unless  the  skippers  and  second  hands  on 
these  boats  have  a  certificate  of  competency. 
That  provision  does  not  apply  to  Scotland. 
Nor  does  the  following  section,  which  is 
optional,  apply  to  Scotland.  I  should 
like  for  a  moment  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  operation 
of  these  two  clauses.  Although  there 
are   returns   presented  to   the  Board  of 


in  the  case  of  the  smaller  lxiats.     1  should 
like  to  refer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
a  passage  on  page  17  of  the  1896  Report 
of  one  of  the  Board  of  Trade  inspectors, 
which  seems   to   show   that  the  modem 
tendency  to  throw  fishing  enterprise  into 
the   hands  of   capitalists   and  companies 
apparently     relaxes     the     obligation    to 
require   from  the   masters   and  skipped 
of   small    boats    the   same    standard    °* 
qualification  that  we  used  to  have.     .Via? 
I  inform  the  Committee  how  far  we  t*ave 
got  in  this  subject  ?     Out  of  41,000  xnften 
and  l>oys  employed  in  these  two  classes  *=*  °* 
fishing'  lwats,    only    al>out    6,000    v^ere 
granted  certificates  of  competency,  w  I$e 
if  you  add  to  that  numlwr  between  6,  ^M 
and  7,000  men  who  have  what  are  cal  ^ed 
in  the  Act  "  certificates  of  service/'  wf*»  ^ 
Act  —  I  are  practically  certificates  that  the  c*ien 
which    nac*  8°me  experience  before  the  Act  ,**a8 
!  introduced,    you    have    altogether    o>**lv 
j  about  13,000  qualified  men.     I  need  r*ot 
I  impress      upon      the      Committee      <t>^? 
!  desirability    of    these  men    doing    tb^ir 
\  best    to     qualify     themselves     for    V^^P 
I  profession  in  which  they  are  employ****** 
Let   me   pass    to    the  certificates   und^**~ 
I  Section   92   of  the  Act — the   mercanti'*^ 
j  marine    certificates.      The    opportuniti^*^ 
;  for  qualifying  or   passing   the   examin**"^ 
j  tions    are    very     restricted.       It    surelj*^ 
j  stands  to  reason    that   such   should   xk?1^ 
i  l>e   the    case,    seeing    that,    besides  th^ 


Trade,  we  do  not  know  at  all  whether  or  \  question  of  safety  at  sea  being  involved 


not  the  mercantile  marine  of  the  country 
and   the  men  who  are  growing   up   and 


we  look  to  draw  from  these  men  a  verV' 
large   reserve   for  the  Navy  and  for  thV 


outfit  to  be  qualifying  for  these  certificates  \  defence  of  the  country     There  is  also  th 


are  availing  themselves  of  these  exami- 
nations. If  there  is  no  objection,  will  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  allow 
those  returns  for  the  last  ten  years  to  be 
presented  to  Parliament,  in  order  that  we 
may  see  what  progress  has  been  made  ? 
There  are  no  figures  in  regard  to  Scotland, 
because  the  sections  do  not  apply,  but  as 
to  Kngland  and  Wales  it  is  only  proper 
that  we  should  know  whether  or  not  the 
operation  of  the  Act  is  beneficial.  As  to 
the  smaller  ltoats,  I  think  it  is  a  question 
l—  considered  whether  or  not  what  is 


great  advantage  of  raising  the  intellectua. ' 
standard  of  requirements  of  so  important: 
a    class    of    the    community.       Perhapr* 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  knov*^ 
how   the   Act    works    out   in    Scotland^ 
There  is  not  only  a  lack  of  informatior  "^ 
about  the  examinations,  but  also  a  lack  o*^^ 
facilities  for  instruction  and  examination     - 
We  do  not  know  how  these  examination*^ 
operate.     We  do  not  know  how  many  gi  -  - 
up  for  these  certificates,  or  how  many  fai 
in  the  examination.      Might  not  return^ 
giving  this  information,  which  the  riglr 
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hon.  Gentleman  has,  be  given  to  the 
House,  showing  the  results  for  a  series  of 
years  ?  In  1897,  according  to  the  infor- 
mation supplied  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
708  passed  and  858  failed,  or  more  than 
one  half  of  the  candidates,  in  the  five 
Scotch  ports  at  which  examinations  are 
held.  There  is  great  hardship  and  incon- 
venience involved  in  the  fact  that  men  in 
Scotland  are  unable  to  present  themselves 
for  these  examinations  or  to  obtain  the 
necessary  instruction  except  at  those  five 
ports  —  Aberdeen,    Glasgow,    Greenock, 


failures ;  and,  thirdly,  will  he  grant  a 
return  showing  the  results  of  the  present 
examinations  and  instruction  in  naviga- 
tion, also  stating  the  amount  of  the  fees. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  on  more  than  one  occasion  put  on  the 
Paper  some  proposal  with  a  view  to 
examining  me  upon  this  very  important 
question,  and  I  have  been  prepared,  but 
on  this  occasion  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
matter  would  be  brought  up,  and  there- 
fore I  have  not  the  materials  at  hand  to 
give  him  a  reply  at  once.  I  will,  however, 


Dundee,  and  Leith.     The  expense,  for  one  j  confer  with  tne*hon.  Gentlemen,  and  shali 


thing,  stands   in   the   way.      Could   not 
arrangements   be   made   by  which   these 
examinations   might    be    held    at   other  ■ 
places  ?      Civil  Service  examinations  are 
held   in   India   and   in   all   parts  of   the  i 
colonies.      1   suppose    the    reason   these  i 
examinations  are  held  at  the  five  ports  I 


be  very  happy  to  give  him  all  the  informa- 
tion he  desires.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen  asked 
whether  we  should  continue  the  practice 
of  sending  gentlemen  to  investigate  with 
regard  to  foreign  markets.  The  Foreign 
Office  have  appointed  two  or  three  gentle- 
to    certain 


have  mentioned  is  that  at  those  port^and  ;  men  who  wffl  be  attached  _  __ 
there  alone,  are  the  Board  of  Trade  |  con8Uiates  abroad,  and  who  will  go  about 
offices,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trade  wish  ;  w;^;n    „„*+Q;»    l;™;*,^    n»*oa    collecting 


within    certain    limited   areas 

similar  information  to  that  collected  by 

Mr.  Worthingtou. 

Mr.    HAVELOCK    WILSON :   I  am 


offices, 

to  control  these  examinations.      But  pro- 
bably, by  working  through  the  officials  of 
n<>me    Government  Department,   greater 
facilities   might  be    given,   as   it   would 
simply   mean    the   distribution   and   col-    exceedingly  sorry  the  right  hon?  Gentle- 
lection     of     examination     papers,     and    man   did   not   reply   to   my    arguments, 
the     regulation     of     the     examinations.  <  Some   points  he  ignored   entirely,    while 
Then      there      is      the      question      of  j  upon  others  his  answers  were  far  from 
instruction.     There  are  navigation  schools    satisfactory.      Moreover,  he  disputed  my 
at  these  places  at  present,  but  if  the  Com-  •  word  with  regard  to  the  Consular  Office 
niittee  will  consider  how  difficult  it  is  for  a  \  at  New  York.     He  had  not  to  rely  on  my 
nian  to  give  up  earning  his  daily  bread  and  I  word  alone,  for  I  have  sent  to  the  right 
*<>  pay  for  his  lodging  and  maintenance  at  a  j  hon.  Gentleman's  Department  letters  from 
great   distance   from    home,     they    will  j  seamen  making  the  same  allegations,  and 
realise  how  very  impracticable   and  dis-  i  I  have  also  sent  documents  sworn  by  sea- 
<*>uraging    the    present    conditions  are.  |  men  in  the  port  of  New  York.     I  make 
Navigation  is  one  of  the  special  subjects  j  no  charge  against  the  office  of  the  Con- 
sider the  Scotch  Education  Code,  and  it    sul  General  himself ;  his  office  is  not  the 
surely  might  be  possible  to  encourage  an    Consular   Shipping  Office,    but    is   in   a 
interest  among  theseyoung  fishermen  in  the  I  different  locality  altogether.     The  Consul 


scientific  and  theoretical  as  well  as  in  the 

Practical  side  of  their  own  calling,  and  to 

*uPply  that  instruction  to  them  as  a  ladder 

'»y   which  they  might  enter  upon  a  more 

Profitable  career  to  themselves.     If  I  may 

H,im  up  briefly  the  points  I  wish  to  put  to 

t*l.e  right  hon.  Gentleman,  they  are,    first, 

H^U  he  tell  us  how  many,  and  what  pro- 

J^rtion  of  the  total  number  of  fishermen, 

^av«2  applied  for  certificates  under  Section 

\  "*    in   England  and   Wales ;   secondly, 

H*ill  he  grant  a  return  giving  the  particu- 

a**%  respecting  the  examinations  for  the 

*J^e*X»ntile  marine  certificates  held  in  the 

5!*  Parent  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  for 

^^     last  ten  years,  showing  the  number 

Certificates  granted  and  the  number  of 


General  knows  absolutely  nothing  of  what 
goes  on  at  the  Shipping  Office  other  than 
what  he  is  told  by  his  deputies,  and  it  is 
no  good  for  him  to  send  over  reports 
saying  that  my  statements  are  ex- 
aggerated and  incorrect.  I  would  like 
to  see  his  reports,  as  I  am  prepared  to 
prove  up  to  the  hilt  everything  I  have 
said.  As  to  the  P.  and  O.  Company,  could 
there  be  a  more  lame  excuse  than  the 
one  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  Lascars  did  not  require  the  same 
amount  of  accommodation  as  white  men  ? 
These  ships  lie  in  our  docks  in  London, 
and  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  if  from 
no  other,  we  ought  to  insist  upon  the  men 
living  under  such   conditions   that  they 


1035  Civil  Service  (Supple- 


J COMMONS}  montani  Estimates).  1036 


will   not  breed   disease.     The  right  hon.  . 
Gentleman  admits  that  in  the  "Australia" 
the  men  had  only  9  instead  of   12  super-  j 
ficial  feet  of  space  measured  on  the  deck.  : 
The   idea   of   men   being    compelled    to 
huddle  together  in .  that  manner  !      The  j 
light  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  a  peti- 
tion which  was  sent  to  the  Queen.     That ; 
petition  was  prepared  by  the  P.  and  O. 
Company,  and  not  one  Lascar  had  a  hand  in 
its  preparation.     There  were  many  other 


matters  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ignored.     I  mentioned  the  fact  of 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  121  : 
Noes.  40.     (Division  List  No.  38.) 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Jiailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Ralfour,  Rt.Hn.A. J.(Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,lU.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
■Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,V.C.W.  (Derb'shi'e 
•Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
•Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hon. J.  (Birm 
Chamberlain, J .  Austen  ( Wore. 
•Coirhill,  Douglas  Harry 
•Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  .Jesse 
Colo  nib,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
■Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Gl'sg'w) 
Cornwallis,FiennesStanleyW. 
•Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbndge 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Digby*  John  K.  D.  WingHeld- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Faher,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ail wyn Edward 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn-Sir  J.  ( Man. ) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Ham*  S.  (Suffolk) 
-Gedge,  Sydney 
•Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon) 
•  Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary(St.  Allmns) 


Abraham,  Win.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Billson,  Alfred 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Channing,  Fnincis  Allston 
Dalziel,  James  Henn' 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  \V.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 

Mr.  Haveloch  lFilson. 


AYES. 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.  Hn.G.  J.(St.Geo's) 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
Health,  James 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Ho  worth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  \V.  Lawie* 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Captain  H.  Merton 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon. Sir  J.  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kitnl>er,  Henry 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.  (Cornw'll) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  HenryCuirie 
LlewelynjSirDillwyn-ijSw'sea) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt  HnWalter(  Liverpool) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Robert  Janper<Shr6psh. 
Morrell,  (George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham(Batb) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  John 

NOES. 

Goddard,  Daniel  F'ord  , 

Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale-  ' 
Hazel  1,  Walter  j 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvons. )  . 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cuinb  I'd 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  , 
M'Kenoa,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred.  I 

Morton,  Ed  w.J.  C.(  Devon  port)  ' 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)  j 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.)  J 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  \ 

Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 


Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett.KtHn  HoraceCurzon 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasoh.  Major  Frederic  Came 
Kentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepl) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.SirMattbew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rotartson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Smith,  Al>el  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanark*.) 
Stanley,  E.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry   Napier 
Thornton.  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  fe.  Murray 
Tritton.  Charles  Ernest 
AVelwter.  Sir  Hichard  E. 
Wrelby,Lt. -Col.  A. C.  ( Tanuton 
Welhy,SirCharle*G.E.(Xott>. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernoii- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williaiiw,JosephPoweU-(  Birm 
Wil  lough  by  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,   Sir  John    Archibald 
Wilson,J.W.(Worce*ter»h.N.l 
W'odehouse,  Rt.  H  n.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arey 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  - 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


liolierts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.'  (Denbig)uO 
liobson,  William  Snowdon 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire \ 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal   (Westmeath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wilson,FrederickW.  (Norfolk ) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  and 
Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham). 
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Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  37  ;  Noes,  120. 


(Division  List  No.  39.) 


AYES. 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  VV.) 
Hill  son,  Alfred 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cannichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Doogan,  1*.  C. 

Dougla*,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Evans,  SamuelT.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  \V.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


Archdale,  E I  ward  Mervyn  1 
Arnold,  Alfred  I 

Atkinson,  lit  Hon.  John  i 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth)  j 
Balfour, Kt.  Hon. A. J. (Manch'r  | 
Banbury,  Frederick  George  I 
Beach,Rt.Hu.SirM.H. (Bristol  i 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bet  hell,  Commander 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John  • 
Carlile,  William  Walter  ' 

Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.)  ' 
Cavend ish, V .  C.  W(  Derbyshire  j 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East)  ' 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  ' 
Ctrauiberlain,Rt.Hon.J(Binii.  | 
Chamberlain,J.Au8ten(Worc'r  j 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry  , 

Coiling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  i 

Colom»>,SirJohnCliarlesReady  | 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth)  I 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow  I 
Cornwallia,FiennesStanleyW.  ' 
Cox,  Irwin  Ed  ward  Bain  bridge  I 
Curzon,  Viscount  I 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  1 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield-  | 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph  , 
Douglas  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-  i 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V.  ! 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton  ! 
Faber,  George  Denison  I 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw.  ( 
Fergusson.Rt.Hn.SirJ.  (Man'r  i 
Finch,  George  H.  i 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  i 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  j 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster)  | 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk)  i 
Gedge,  Sydney  | 

c;ibbH,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLdon  j 


Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayne,Rt.IIon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter  J 

Jones,  William(Caruarvonshi'e 
Kilbride,  Denis  ( 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumb  ) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  , 
Maddison,  Fred.  j 

Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonpoit) 
O  Brian,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Peaie,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  j 

Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eihon) 

NOES. 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary (St.  Albans) 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Goschen,RtHn.GJ(St  George's 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  >V. 
Heath,  James 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Ho  worth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon  VV.  Lawies 
Jenkins  Sir  John  Jones 
J  esse  1,  Captain  Herbert  M. 
Johnstone,  Hey  woo  I  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Keswick,  William 
Ki tuber,  Henry 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawson.  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,Sir  D  i  11  wyn-(  Swans. 
Loder,Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Liverp'l) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lloyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Uobt.  Jasper(Shroiwhire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Deptford 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  ( Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Suowdon 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsh.) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Uonal  (Westmeath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  and 
Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham). 


Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,RtHnHoraceCurzon 
Pry ce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,SirThos.  ( Hartlep'l 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,JamesParker(Lanarks. ) 
Stanley,Ed  wardJas.  (Somerset 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  WTm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col  ACE(Taunton) 
Welby.Sir  Charles  G  E(  Notts. ) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell  (Birm. ) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wrillox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,J.  W.(  Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Tellers   for   the    Noes— 

Sir  William   Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  claimed,  "That 
the  Original  Question  be  now  put." 

Original  Question  put  accordingly. 

AYES. 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes, 
Noes,  35.     (Division  List  No.  40.) 


120: 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 

Balfour,Rt.Hn.  A.J.  (Manch'r) 

Banbury,  Frederick  George 
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Beach,  Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(Brist'l) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander  i 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.)   \ 

2  N 


Cavendish, V.  C.  Vi.  ( Derbysh. ) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(Brm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
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Collmgs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  ('has.  Ready 
Corljett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Corn  walli-s  FiennesStanley  \V. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Rain  bridge 
.  Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Digby,  J.  K.  D.  Wingueld- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Kalph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Alcers- 
Dunconihe,  Hon.  Hul»ert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tattou 
Faber,  George  Deniaon 
Fel  owes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergu8son,Rt.  Hn.Sh\J.(Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,  Hn.  A.G.H.(CityofLon. 
Gi  bbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (S  t.  Al  bans ) 
Goldsworthy,  Major -General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  SirJohn  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHonUJ(StGeorge'8 
Hanburv,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Win. 
Heath,  James 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jackson, Rt.  Hon.  Win.  Lawies 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,CaptainHerbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
JBillson,  Alfred 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Caldwell,  James 
Carmicliael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson - 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Dalziel,  uames  Henry 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


Kennaway,Rt.  Hn. SirJohn  H    ; 
Keswick,  William  ! 

Kimber,  Henry  ' 

Lawrence,SirE.Durninff-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Y  orks. ) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie  j 
Llewelyn.Sir  Dillwyn-(Sw'ns*a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine  i 
Long,Col.  Charles  W(  Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee  ' 

Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Massey-  Main  waring,  H  n.  W.  F. 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor  i 

Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Robt.Jasper(  Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert  j 

Morton, Arthur  H  A(Deptford) 
Murray,RtHnAGraham(Rute)  i 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.  Wyndham  (Rath)  ; 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  IitHnHoraceCnrzon 
Pryce-Jones,  lit. -Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

NOES. 

I  Hammond,  John  ( Carlo w) 

,  Hayne,  Rt.  Hon. Charles  Seale- 

I  Hazell,  Walter 

|  Jones,  William  (Carnarvons.) 

j  Kilbride,  Denis 

|  Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Curnb'land) 

j  MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Pease,  Joseph  A  (Northumb.) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 


Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  C« 
Rentoul,  James  Alexand< 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Haiti 
Ridley.Rt.  Hon.SirMatthe 
Ritchie,RtHon.Chas.Thor 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hacl 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dud 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Chrwtchu 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanai 
Stanley,  E.  James  (Somei 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Naj 
Thornton,  Percy  M/ 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Mui 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A  C.E.(Ta 
Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.  (Nott 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Ver 
Whitemore,  Charles  Algei 
Williams,  J.  Po\vell-(Birni 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  \a 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibal 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.  R.(l 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Ai 
Tellers  for  thk  Ayes- 

William  Walrond  and 

Anstruther. 


Rolierts,  John  Bryn  (Eifioi 
Roberts,  John  H."  (Den big 
Sinclair,  Cant.  J.  (Forfarsh 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charh 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmei 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norf( 

Tellers  for  the  Noes 
Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  i 
Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durhat 


It  being  after  midnight,  the  Chairman    SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-NEWS   FK( 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  THE    FKONT- 

House.  On  the  motion  for  the  adjournment, 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenn) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  t 
Treasury   whether  the  War  Office  ha 


Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
asked  whether,  seeing  the  Committee  had 
been  unable  to  discuss  several  items,  the 

Report  stage   of    the   Votes    passed    in  ,  -  _         .         r     .  . 

Committee  would  be  put  down  for  a  time  ,  "V  confirmation  of  the  rumour  th 
at  which  they  could  be  properly  dis-  General  Cromo  and  his  forces  have  be 
cussed.  *  captured  or  have  surrendered. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  replied  that  the        Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :   No,  Sir. 
Report  stage  could  not  be  put   down  for  |  sent  to  the  War  Office  an  hour  ago,  am 
first  order  on  Monday,  as  that  place  was    am   told  that  no  news  of  any  sort  h 
allotted  to  the  Navy  Estimates.  been  received. 


Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  i 
next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Mon- 
day next. 


House  adjourned  at  half-p 
Twelve  of  the  clock,  1 
Monday  next. 


4:1 


Returns, 


{26  February  1900} 


Reports,  dr. 
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j  COWES  PIER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

'GLASGOW    BUILDING    REGULATIONS 
•  BILL  [h.l.]. 

i 


NEATH  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 
LORD  DUNBOYNE.  RAWMARSH     URBAN     DISTRICT 

Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;     COUNCIL  (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 
hat  the  right  of  Robert  St.  John  Fitz-  \  SOUTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATION  BILL 
Salter  Butler,  Baron  of  Dunboyne,  to  [h.l.]. 

GLYNCORRWG    URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

!  WALSALL    CORPORATION   BILL  [ill.]. 

j      Committed  ;  the  Committees  to  be  pro- 
i  posed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


rote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


BARRY    RAILWAY    (STEAM  VESSELS) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with — 
Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  [h.l.].  '  LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD 
Milford  Docks  [H.L.].  ;  BILL  l*-*-l 

And  the  Certificates  that   the   Standing  i  MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  BILL  [h.l.] 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  |     SOUTH  ESSEX  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 
nave  been  complied  with  : — 


BRISTOL  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

BEXHILL    AND    ROTHERFIELD   RAIL- 
WAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

DORKING  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

RAILWAY 


Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company. 
London  United  Tramways. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
h*ve  not  been  complied  with — 

Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Win- 
ton  Tramways. 
And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  been  complied  with  : — 

Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  [h.l.]. 

\     The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

BIRMINGHAM    (KING    EDWARD    THE 
SIXTH)  SCHOOLS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

BIRMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Reports  of  Her  Majesty  'a/Attorney 
General,  received,  and  ordereir  to  lie  on 
4e  Table. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

CORK,   BANDON,   AND   SOUTH   COAST 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GLASGOW      AND      S(  )UTH  -  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

NORTH  BRITISH  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

MIDLAND    GREAT    WESTERN      RAIL- 
WAY  OF  IRELAND  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  2a. 


LEITH   BURGH   PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read,  and  discharged. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CHEAT  GRIMSBY  STR1 
BILL  [H. 

Examiner's     Coi 
fbnce  with   the 
wredtotheS 
i  Monday  next. 

V0L.LXXIX. 


TRAMWAYS 

te  of  non-com- 
Wing  Orders  re- 
Orders  Committee 


oruTii  Series.] 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Code  of  Regulations  for  Day  Schools, 
1900. 

TRADE    REPORTS    (ANNUAL   SERIES). 
No.  2383.  Servia. 
No.  2384.  The  Somali  Coast. 
No.  2385.  Greece  (Thessaly). 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 
20 
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SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  20th  February, 
1900,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
post  of  Head  Master  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Art,  professional  or  other  peculiar 
qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  ac- 
quired in  the  public  service  are  requisite. 

SEA    FISHERIES    REGULATION 
ACT,   1888. 

Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  for 
uniting  the  Lancashire  and  Western  Sea 
Fisheries  Districts  ;  together  with  report 
by  inspector  on  inquiry. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE. 

Account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  Paymaster-General  on  behalf 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  in 
respect  of  the  funds  of  suitors  of  the 
Court  in  the  year  ended  28th  February, 
1899  ;  also  account  of  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners  for  the  same  period  in 
respect  of  funds  held  by  them  on  behalf 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  ;  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General  thereon. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  Table. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF   RETIRED  SAILORS 
AND    SOLDIERS. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:  My  Lords,  I 
rise,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  stand- 
ing in  my  name  on  the  Paper,  to  call 
attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee,  presided  over  by  Sir  George 
Chesney,  on  the  Employment  of  Retired 
Sailors  and  Soldiers ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
prolxible  glut  in  the  market  for  unskilled 
labour  when  the  term  of  service  for 
Reservists  and  the  Auxiliary  forces  on 
active  service  with  the  colours  abroad  has 
expired,  to  move — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House 
measures  should  be  taken  to  give  soldiers, 
on  being  drafted  into  the  Reserve,  the 
l>est  chance  of  obtaining  employment  by 
providing  them,  previous  to  their  dis- 
charge from  the  colours,  while  not  on 
active  service,  with  the  opportunity  of 
enjoying  as  large  an  amount  of  technical 
instruction  as  is  compatible  with  the  due 
performance  of  military  duties,  and  that 
such  duties  should,  as  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient, be  lightened  by  the  employment 


;  of   outside   labour    in   the    d 
fatigue  wor£" 

I  hope  it  is  not  necessary  foi 
the  noble  Marquess  that  I  am  < 
reluctant  to  encroach  upon 
the  present  moment,  when  he 
I  weight  of  responsibility  and  a 
upon  him,  and  I  trust  that  th 
the  last  few  days  have  ligh 
anxiety.  Perhaps  the  noble 
regards  my  motion  as  inop] 
entirely  agree  with  him  that 
the  proper  time  to  enter  into 
of  the  scheme  that  he  has  shad 
for  the  permanent  increase  in  t 
and  efficiency  of  the  Arm} 
motion  does  not  deal  with  del 
It  goes  to  the  root  of  the  w! 
military  system,  and  is,  I 
think,  a  pressing  matter.  I 
time — I  hope  in  a  very  * 
namely,  at  the  end  of  this  war- 
Marquess  will  have  an  excelle 
nity  of  putting  into  practice 
mendations  of  the  Chesney  « 
and  it  is  necessary  that  he  sho 
I  the  ground  at  once.  I  dare  sa 
Marquess  will  think  I  am  an  ir 
faddist  when  I  tell  him  that  it 
me  that  if  he  is  bent  upon 
the  permanent  establishment  o) 
there  are  only  two  courses  ope 
to  educate  the  soldier  and  ma 
for  civil  life,  or  else  have  recoi 
script  ion.  Under  the  volunti 
we  must  popularise  the  Army, 
opinion,  the  only  effectual  waj 
that  is  to  fit  the  soldier  as  1 
for  the  duties  of  civil  life.  I 
in  doing  so  we  shall  make 
soldier  not  less  valuable, 
valuable,  than  he  has  hithert 
there  is  one  lesson  more  than  t 
have  learned  by  this  war,  it  h 
we  want  in  all  ranks  of  th 
initiative,  and  that  intelligen 
as  bravery  and  discipline 
lutely  necessary  in  moder 
;  With  regard  to  conscription, 
,  Marquebg  the  Secretary  for 
|  stamped  heavily  upon  the  nobl 
i  sits  on  the  *ross  benches,  and 
me  that,  hdding  the  view  th 
he  could  not  Save  done  other 
Secretary  of  Svte  has  taken  a  i 
course  in  decidig  absolutely  a 
scription  even  ip  home  sen- 
venture  to  repet  what  I  sai 
subject  some  littl  time  ago,  na 
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is  idle  to  suppose  that,  if  the  Secretary 
State  was  unable  to  obtain  the  extra 
,000  men  he  said  were  necessary  in 
98,  he  can  obtain  by  voluntary  enlist- 
;nt  under  the  terms  he  now  proposes  a 
ich  larger  addition  to  the  Army  than 
,000.  In  July  last,  when  the  noble 
irquess  made  this  statement,  I  sug- 
sted  that  there  was  an  inducement  I 
ould  like  to  see  tried.  I  said  that  it 
>uld  be  well  to  be  able  to  tell  the 
:ruit  that  while  he  was  serving  he 
>uld  have  some  opportunity  of  receiving 
inual  training.  The  noble  Marquess 
e  Secretary  of  State  stamped  upon 
i  as  heavily  as  he  stamped 
on  the  noble  Earl  on  the  cross 
nches.  He  told  me  he  did  not  think  it 
mid  be  any  inducement  to  recruiting 
give  soldiers  several  hours  schooling 
week.  That  was  a  travesty  of  what  I ! 
id.  When  I  speak  of  education  I  do 
>t  mean  mere  book  learning.  I  mean 
lucation  in  the  widest,  and,  I  venture  to 
y,  the  most  correct  sense;  that  is  to 
iy,  the  drawing  forth  of  every  faculty 
iat  a  man  possesses,  whether  of  mind  or 
ody,  in  such  a  way  that  he  may  be  able 
)  use  those  faculties  to  the  best  advantage 
f  himself  and  of  the  community.  The 
oble  Marquess  has  hitherto  expressed 
ome  amount  of  sympathy  with  me,  but 
few  days  ago  he  did  not  express  any 
ympathy  at  all.  I  have  very  often  drawn 
ii»  attention  to  this  matter,  but  I  have 
tot  thought  fit  to  weary  him  by  quoting 
ay  of  the  evidence.  But,  my  Lords,  I 
hfflk  it  is  necessary  now  for  me  to  come 
o  close  quarters  with  the  noble  Marquess, 
ndadduce,very  shortly,  the  evidence  upon 
rhieh  I  rely  in  support  of  my  proposal.  I 
be  say  the  noble  Marquess  will  tell  me 
hat  the  weight  of  military  opinion  is,  on 
to  whole,  against  my  proposal.  I  do  not 
now  whether  that  is  so  or  not ;  it  may  ' 
e  so.  But  I  have,  at  all  events,  as  the 
oble  Marquess  knows  very  well,  a  great 
eal  of  military  opinion  in  my  favour, 
nd  1  contend  that  civil  opinion  has  a 
ight  to  be  consulted  in  this  matter  as 
ell  as  military  opinion.  Officers 
aturally  are  solicitous  about  the  soldier 
8  a  fighting  machine.  Their  principal 
lterest,  very  naturally,  is  with  the 
)Wier  while  he  is  with  the  colours,  and 
i  making  that  statement  I  do  not  intend 
)  say  anything  in  any  way  against  the 
Boers.  On  the  contrary,  nobody  admires 
tore  than  I  do  the  zeal  and  the  enthusia- 
sm with  which  they  attempt  to  brighten 


:  the  lives  of  the  men  under  their  charge, 
but  their  principal  interest  is,  as  I  have 
said,  with  the  soldiers  while  they  are  with 
the  colours.  The  Secretary  of  State  takes 
a  broader  view.  He  naturally  considers 
that  the  Army  for  those  who  enlist  is  not 

1  a  profession  at  all.  Service  with  the 
colours  is  merely  an  episode  in  the  career 
of  a  citizen.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  is  usually  a  civilian.  Why  is  he 
usually  a  civilian  1  Because  it  is 
felt  that  Army  matters  should  not  be 
looked  upon  exclusively  from  a  Service 
point  of  view.  But,  as  I  have  said,  the 
Service  is  to  a  great  extent  with  me. 
The  first  evidence  I  shall  quote  to  the 
noble  Marquess  will  be  from  a  lecture 
which  was  delivered  before  the  Aldershot 
Military  Society  on  December  12th,  1889, 
by  (as  he  then  was)  Major-General  E.  F. 
Chapman,  C.B.,  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 
On  that  occasion  Lord  Wantage  was  in 
the  chair,  and  among  those  who  took  part 
in  the  discussion  was  the  present 
Adjutant-General,  Sir  Evelyn  Wood. 
This  lecture,  with  the  discussion  which 
followed  it,  has  been  printed  in  a  pamph- 
let, and  is  still,  I  believe,  on  sale  at  Aider- 
shot.  General  Chapman  is  a  man  whose 
opinion  has  a  right  to  be  considered  in 
this  matter.  He  was  for  some  time  Chief 
of  the  Intelligence  Department,  and  was 
subsequently  in  command  of  the  Scottish 
district.  I  beUeve  he  commands  that  dis- 
trict now,  but  I  am  not  sure.  I  quote 
General  Chapman  not  only  because  he  k 
a  high  authority,  but  because  he  has  ex- 
pressed my  views  very  much  better  than 
I  can  express  them  myself.  He  said,  ir 
the  course  of  his  lecture — 

"  The  training  of  the  soldier  whilst  he  ia 
serving  with  the  colours  may  be  divided  intc 
three  branches— 1st.  Military  training  proper : 
2nd.  Educational  training  ;  3rd.  Special  teach- 
ing in  preparation  for  employment  in  civil  life. 
The  two  last,  while  they  are  calculated  to  raise 
the  status  of  the  Army  in  the  country,  and  to 
promote  directly  the  good  of  the  individual,  are 
very  important  adjuncts  of  the  military  train- 
ing to  which  the  time  of  the  soldier  is  more 
particularly  devoted,  and,  unless  1  am  mis- 
taken, they  are  vital  to  the  development  of 
those  faculties  and  that  general  intelligence 
without  which,  in  the  present  day,  he  cannot 
successfullv  take  part  in  the  difficult  problems 
which  modern  warfare  presents." 

Then,  my  Lords,  the  gallant  General 
went  on  to  say— - 

"  A  full  consideration  of  the  various  efforts 
which  have  already  been  made  to  secure 
Government  employment  for  reserve  soldiers 
as  a  matter  of  privilege  has  convinced  me  that 

2  0  2 


1047  Employment  of  Retired  {LORDS} 


Sailor*  and  Soldiers. 


104$ 


the  only  way  by  which  remunerative  civil 
employment  umfer  Government  or  in  the 
labour  market  can  be  secured  to  soldiers  who 
have  completed  their  period  of  service  with  the 
colours,  is  by  rendering  the  men  themselves, 
through  their  Army  training,  better  qualified 
than  others  to  compete  for  employment  in 
civil  life.'* 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Sir 
Evelyn  Wood  said — 

'*  We  are  now  working  the  soldier's  muscles 
more  than  we  used  —some  of  them  think  too 
much — and  we  are  working  his  brains  a  good 
deal  more.  In  these  respects  I  agree  with  the 
lecturer  that  we  are  making  a  1,000  per 
cent,  better  man  of  him  for  the  time  when  he 
goes  out  of  the  Army.  I  am  exceedingly 
obliged  to  General  Chapman  for  what  he  has 
said  about  our  soldiers,  although  I  do  not 
quite  agree  with  him  in  everything  he  has 
advanced." 

Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  T.  H.  Hutton, 
Deputy  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  who 
also  took  part  in  the  discussion,  said — 

11 1  venture  to  think  that  this  lecture  is  one 
of  the  most  admirable  and  far-sighted  of  any 
we  have  yet  heard  Wore  this  society.  .  .  . 
ft  does  ap]>ear  to  me  that  at  this  camp  of 
practical  instruction — almost  the  only  one  ' 
with  the  exception  of  the  Curragh— it  is,  of 
all  places,  the  place  for  this  subject  to  be 
considered,  and  for  any  practical  suggestions 
to  be  worked  out  by  our  staff,  regimental  and 
company  officers,  who  are  rightly  assumed  to 
be  responsible  for  training  our  men  for  their 
further  employment  in  civil  life.  F  may  say 
we  all  of  us  accept  this  responsibility  which 
General  Chapman  rather  doubtingly  asks  us 
to  do  :  and  in  accepting  this  responsibility  we 
can  never  forget  that  we  are  considering  the  in- 
terests of  men  who  march  with  us,  and  fight  with 
us, whose  interest**  are  wrapped  up  entirely  with  . 
ours  during  their  period  of  service,  and  who  are 
serving  in  the  common  cause  of  our  country. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  we  have  in  our 
hands,  at  the  present  moment,  the  power  of 
fitting  a  much  larger  proiiortioii  of  men  to  pass 
into  civil  life  than  we  nave  done  heretofore, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  if  commanding  officers 
would  develop  their  offices  and  trade  shops 
as  much  as  might  be,  it  would  have  distinctly 
good  results." 

Major  Beresford,  of  the  Royal  Engineers, 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  same  discussion — 

u  As  regards  the  technical  training  of 
soldiers  in  peace  time,  I  would  suggest  that  a 
science  and  art  school,  as  a  branch  of  South 
Kensington,  should  be  established  in  the 
camp.  Every  large  town  in  England  Ins  one, 
and  many  of  the  smaller  ones.  South  Ken- 
sington gives  large  grants  of  money  and  sends 
down  qualified  teachers  to  these  branches. 
Such  a  branch  could  be  organised  at  once,  and 
would  give  facilities  for  the  better  education  of 
soldiers,  such  as  is  provided  for  artisans  in 
other  centres." 

The    chairman    of     the    evening,    Lord 
Wantage,  after  guarding  himself  by  say- 
Lord  MonfcuvU. 


ing  that  he  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to 
consider  the  subject  as  well  as  he  should 
have  liked,  said — 

''  [  think  General  Chapman  puts  his  finger 
upon  one  of  the  difficulties.  [  know  there  is 
a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  civilians  to 
employ  soldiers,  but  f  know  also  that  they  are 
frequently  disappointed  in  the  soldiers  who 
come  to  them.  I  do  not  say  it  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  soldiers ;  I  believe  it  arises  from 
causes  which  have  been  touched  upon — namely, 

'  the  want  of  technical  training  which  fits  men 
for  civil  life.  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  has  said  that 
it  would  be  well  if  we  could  give  soldiers  tome 
teaching  in  regimental  workshops  while  serr- 

:  ing.  and  in  this  [  quite  agree." 


And  he  went  on  to  say — 

4*  I  do  hope  that  the  regimental  officers,  of 
whom  the  lecturer  has  spoken  in  such  hub 
terms,  and  to  whom  is  owing  almost  all  tm 
improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  the  i 
lot  of  the  soldier,  will  still  persevere  in  this  J 
direction,  and  do  what  is  possible  to  fit  him  for 
civil  life." 

Lord  Wantage  conclude*  1  his  remarks  as 
follows— 

"The  Russian  soldier  can  turn  his  hand  to 
anything,  whereas  the  English  soldier  is  com- 
paratively helpless.  This  is  a  deficiency  m 
our  system  which  might  be  remedied  by  tech- 
nical teaching.  I  very  much  hope  that  that 
light  and  ventilation  so  necessary  to  the  even- 
ing class  rooms  may  be  accorded  shortly.  and 
money  granted  for  the  puri»ose." 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  the  Report  of 
Sir  George  Chesney's  Committee.  The 
paragraphs  in  the  final  Report  are  not 
numbered,  but  they  are  numbered  in  the 
Chairman's  Draft  Report ;  and,  referring 
to  the  numbering  in  the  Chairman's 
Draft  Report,  the  paragraph  to  which  I 
would  first  call  the  noble  Marquess's 
attention  is  No.  15.  In  the  last  part  of 
that  paragraph  the  Committee  say— 

u  They  [the  soldiers]  enlist  at  exactly  tint 
period  of  their  lives  when  they  might  other- 
wise be  learning  what  would  l*e  moatnsefnl 
to  them  as  mechanics,  as  craftsmen,  or  in  other 
civil  vocations.  They  have  lost  many  oppor- 
tunities for  establishing  connections  sod 
interest ;  they  have  saved  the  rest  of  the 
community  from  the  inconvenience  and  hard- 
ship of  universal  service  :  and,  for  a  «a$ 
retaining  fee.  they  have  undertaken  to  retnr* 
to  military  life  whenever  called  upon." 

And  in  paragraph  No.  20  the  Committed 
state — 

11  Your  Committee  would  suggest  that,  i° 
the  winter  months  es|>eciallyt  and  subject 
always  to  the  paramouut  duty  of  maintaining 
their  military  efficiency,  soldiers  might  W 
given  some  further  encouragement  than  tba* 
,  which  they  at  present  enjoy  in  attending  any 
courses  of  instruction,  including  those  ol  the* 
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National  Schools  of  Technical  Education,  by  [ 
which  they  would  be  likely  to  benefit  after  their  I 
tenn  of  service  with  the  colours  shall  be  com- 
pleted.     Your  Committee  would  also  recom- 
mend the  further  and  more  frequent  employ- 
ment of  soldiers  in  all  industrial  work  inci-  . 
<lental  to  their  daily  life  and  calling.7' 

I  believe  the  noble  Marquess  has  tried  to 
do  something  with  a  view  to  carrying  ' 
into  effect  that  recommendation,  but  I  am 
afraid  he  has  not  been  very  successful. 
Captain  Maud,  Brigade  Major  in  the 
Guards,  entered  into  communication  with 
the  Technical  Education  Board  of  the 
London  County  Council  with  a  view  to 
soldiers  being  admitted  into  the  Poly- 
technics, but  in  the  end  the  Technical 
Education  Board  were  obliged  to  re- 
luctantly say  that  soldiers,  or  most  of 
them,  were  too  ignorant  to  profit  by  the 
education  given  in  those  institutions. 
The  last  paragraph  in  the  Keport  of  the 
♦Select  Committee  on  Retired  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Employment  is  as  follows— 

"•The  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
147<t-77,  made  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  dealt 
mainly  with  the  problem  how,  in  finding  civil 
employment  for  soldiers  and  sailors,  tliat 
particular  ]>ortion  of  the  community 
might  derive  some  benefit.  Hut  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  since  that  period, 
during  which  the  short  service  system  has  been 
fully  developed,  and  the  lalwuf  difficulty  has 
greatly  increased,  the  question  has  become  a 
much  larger  one.  All  authorities  are  agreed 
that  nothing  tends  so  much  to  popularity  ser- 
vice in  the  Army  as  a  knowledge  on  the  part 
«jf  those  who  serve  that  they  will  not    find 

themselves  stranded  and  unable  to  find  work 

At  the  end  of  their  military  career.     And  in 

view  of  the  growing  demand  for  higher  wages,  ; 

side  by    side    with    the  existence  of  purely 

voluntary  service,  your  Committee  believe  that 

the  recommendations  they  have  now  made,  if 

carried  oat  in  their  integrity,  will  not  only  in-  t 

*rea»e  the  self-resjiect  and  efficiency  of  the  sol- 
dier, hut  will  also  lie  of  great  advantage  to  the 

•State  and  to  the  country  at  large." 

I  do  not  suggest,  if  it  is  impracticable  to 
do  so,  that  the  noble  Marquess  the 
•Secretary  of  State  for  War  should  carry 
out  the  exact  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  and  send  soldiers  to  National 
schools  for  technical  education.  I  draw 
the  noble  Marquess's  attention  to  the 
foport,  because  it  proves  the  absolute 
necessity  of  something  being  done.  If 
your  Lordship  will  glance  at  the  evi- 
dence you  will,  I  think,  see  that  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  do  not 
ttrat  all  in  being  too  drastic.  I  shall 
°nly  quote  from  the  evidence  of  two 
witnesses.  One  is  Sir  Charles  Wilson, 
Ae  late    Director-General    of    Military 


Education,  and  the  other — even  a  more 
important  witness  still— Mr.  C.  S.  Loch, 
the  secretary  of  the  Charity  Organisa- 
tion Society.  Sir  Charles  Wilson  was 
asked  by  Mr.  Woodall-  - 

"  What  are  the  opportunities  enjoyed  by  a 
soldier  of  acquiring  anything  like  a  technical 
training  or  manual  instruction  ? '' 

The  answer  given  by  Sir  Charles  Wilson 
was  that — 

11  The  only  opportunities  are  in  the  tailors' 
shops,  the  farriers'  classes  of  two  months  at 
Alderskot,  and  the  regimental  workshops." 

Captain  Grice  Hutchinson  remarked — 

"  You  have  .spoken  of  technical  education, 
and  you  have  said  you  thought  it  would  be  a 
very  good  thing,  with  regard  to  the  soldier  ob- 
taining civil  employment,  if  some  system  ol 
training  him  for  a  trade  could  be  carried  out 
ljesides  what  you  have  mentioned  ? " 

To  this  Sir  Charles  Wilson  replied  in  the 
affirmative.     He  was  then  asked — 

"  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  how  it  could  be 
carried  out?  Do  you  think,  for  instance,  an 
establishment  such  as  that  at  Aldershot  would 
be  taken  up  and  welcomed  by  the  poldier  ? " 

Sir  Charles  Wilson's  answer  was — 

"I  think  the  soldiers  would  attend  in 
winter,  not  in  summer." 

Captain  Grice  Hutchinson  then  said — 

"  You  have  never  gone  much  into  the  ques- 
tion, I  suppose  ;    but  what  sort  of  technical 
education  do    you     think    would     l>e    most 
'  desirable— carpentering  and  shoeinaking  ?  ' 

Sir  Charles  Wilson  replied— 

"Carpentering,  shoeinaking,  and  smith's 
work." 

Mr.  Woodall  asked — 

,      "  A  soldier  has  abundant  leisure  and  oppor- 
1  tunity,  has  he  not,  for  spending  his  time  profit- 
ably in  such  homes  and  institutions  as  exist  in 
different  garrison  towns  ?  *' 

The  answer  was-  - 

"Yes,  in  the  evenings." 

With  regard  to  what  1  may  call  the  book- 
learning  of  the  soldier,  to  which  I  do  not 
,  attach  so  much  importance  as  to  manual 
training,  Sir  Charles  Wilson  put  in  an 
appendix  which,  I  think,  shows  a  deplor- 
able state  of  things.  He  said  there  was 
a  steady  and  satisfactory  increase  in  the 
number  of  men  who  hold  first  and  second 
class  certificates,  as  naturally  there  would 
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be,  considering  the  general  educational 
progress  of  the  country.  But  he  went  on 
to  say — 

•'  On  the  other  hand,  very  little  more  than 
one-third  of  the  men  hold  certificates  of  educa- 
tion, and  since  thealwlition  of  the  compulsory 
education  of  recruits  there  are  no  means  of 
accurately  ascertaining  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion of  the  remaining  two- thirds.  In  1886— 
the  last  year  in  which  the  compulsory  attend- 
ance of  recruits  at  school  was  required— no  less 
than  3b' '48  per  cent,  of  the  recruits  failed  to 
obtain  a  fourth  class  certificate  of  education. 
The  standard  of  knowledge  implied  by  the 
l>ossepsion  of  this  certificate  was  about  emial 
to  Standard  II.  in  civil  schools,  which  children 
of  eight  years  of  a«xe  are  expected  to  pass." 

I  now  come  to  what  I  consider  the  most 
important  evidence  of  all  —the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Lock,  the  secretary  of  the  Charity 
Organisation  Society.  It  appears  that 
'he  Charity  Organisation  Society  ap- 
pointed a  special  committee,  which 
reported  in  June,  1891,  on  the  homeless 
poor  of  London.  In  the  course  of  their 
Keport  the  committee  said — 

"  In  the  battle  of  life  the  soldier  is  a  feeble 
combatant.     He    is    a    man    who    has    l>een 
trained  up  to  lean  so  much  on  authority  and  . 
discipline  that  when   turned    adrift   on    the  I 
world  he  is  at  a  loss  how  to  shift  for  himself. "    ! 

That  was  adopted  by  the  special  com- 
mittee, and  quoted  from  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  a  House  of  Shelter  for  1890. 
The  Report  of  the  special  committee 
goes  on  to  say-  - 

"  It  is  worthy  to  note  that,  out  of  seventy- 
seven  homeless  soldiers  who  applied  to  the  St. 
James's  Charity  Organisation  Committee  in 
1889,  no  less  than  thirty -six  had  '  very  good ' 
discharges,  a  remarkable  fact,  even  when  allow- 
ance is  made  for  the  leniency  with  which  such 
discharges  are  usually  given.  In  striking  con- 
trast with  the  numt>er  of  soldiers  is  the  absence 
of  naval  seamen  from  the  homeless  ranks. 
For  instance,  at  the  St.  James's  Charity 
Organisation  Committee,  which  has  dealt 
during  the  last  five  years  with  over  1,200 
homeless  persons,  'a  homeless  able-bodied 
seaman  from  the  Navy*  appears  to  be  un- 
known." 

The  gist  of  this  Report  is  that  soldiers, 
although  they  are  brave  and  disciplined, 
have  but  little  initiative.  The  initiative 
has  been,  so  to  speak,  drilled  out  of  them. 
The  Report  is  a  scathing  condemnation  of  ! 
our  present  system  of  training  soldiers. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  official  view. 
The  official  view  is  that  all  is  for  the  best, 
and  that  the  soldier  is  the  best  possible 
person  to  get  employment  when  he  joins  • 


the   Reserves,     f  hold   in  my 
Lord  Monkxwell. 


hand 


little  pamphlet  called  a  "Guide  to 
Obtaining  Civil  Employ  men  t/'  compiled 
for  the  use  of  soldiers  about  to  be  dis- 
charged or  transferred  to  the  Army  Re- 
serve. This,  I  believe,  is  not  an  official 
l)ook,  but  it  is  on  sale  at  Aldershot,  and 
therefore,  I  suppose,  the  military  antho- 
ties  do  not  greatly  object  to  anything 
that  is  said  in  it.  I  find  in  this  book, 
which  has  been  brought  up  to  date — the 
edition  I  shall  quote  from  is  dated  1899 
— a  letter  from  the  Commander-in-Chief 
dated  September  22,  1887.  That  letter 
still  continues  to  be  quoted,  and  there- 
fore, I  suppose,  the  Commander-in-Chief 
still  adheres  to  the  opinions  he  then  ex- 
pressed. This  is  an  extract  from  his 
letter — 

"  There  can  lie  no  doubt  that  the  man  who 
has  been  for  six  or  seven  years  a  soldier  ha* 
learnt  habits  of  discipline,  obedience*  tidiness 
cleanliness,  and  punctuality,  that  render  him 
most  valuable  in  all  ]>o8itions.     He  has  in  oar 
ranks  been  associated  with  men  of  superior 
position,  and  has  learnt  to  be  what  I  may  term 
a  man  of  the  world,  with  bis  wits  and  intelli- 
gence brightened  and  quickened  in  a  manwr 
that  his  brother  in  civil  life  can  never  aspfat 
to.     In  fact,  all  round,  for  every  occupation  in 
life,  he  is  a  far  more  valuable  workman  thai 
the  man  who  has   never   had    any  military 
training." 


Now  I  would  ask,  my  Ix)rds,  how  can  the 
Commander-in-Chief  reconcile  those  worth 
with  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee! 
This  book  is  on  sale  at  Aldershot.  What 
must  the  soldier  think  who  buys  it,  and 
who  sees  his  comrades  experience  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  employ- 
ment when  they  join  the  Reserve? 
What  must  he  think  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  state  of 
the  soldier  as  regards  his  capacity  for 
civil  employment  when  the  latter  is  con- 
stantly told  by  employers  that  "no 
soldiers  need  apply  "  because  they  are  not 
persons  fitted  for  a  great  many  of  the 
occupations  of  civil  life?  The  noble 
Marquess  now  proposes  to  increase  the 
Regular  Army.  I  would  point  out  that 
any  increase  in  the  numbers  of  the 
Regular  Army  brings  not  only  the  diffi- 
culty of  recruiting,  but  also  the  difficulty 
of  subsequent  employment  of  the  soldier, 
and  I  think  that  it  is  highly  probable 
that  the  noble  Marquess  may  have, 
instead  of  increasing  the  Regular  Ann.^ 
to  fall  l>ack  upon  making  the  Auxiliary 
forces  more  efficient.  I  shall  not  be 
sorry  if  he  comes  to  that  conclosiom 
because  it  appears  to  me  that  the  lea** 
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of  the  war  is  that  there  is  not  such  a  very  ;  Moved  to  resolve,  That,  in  the  opinion 
great  difference  in  efficiency  in  the  field  ,  of  this  House,  measures  should  he  taken 
tietween  the  Volunteers  and  the  Regular  to  give  soldiers,  on  being  drafted  into  the 
Army  as  some  people  have  supposed.  The  :  Reserve,  the  best  chance  of  obtaining 
end  of  the  war  will  bring  the  noble  ;  employment  by  providing  them,  previous 
Marquess  into  contact  with  a  very  un-  to  their  discharge  from  the  colours,  while 
pleasant  lal>our  problem.  With  regard  to  not  on  active  service,  with  the  oppor- 
the  Reservists  who  will  come  lwck,  their  tunity  of  enjoying  as  large  an  amount  of 
situations  are  mostly  kept  open,  but  they  ,  technical  instruction  as  is  compatible  with 
will  displace  a  certain  number  of  persons  ■  the  due  performance  of  military  duties, 
who  will  be  cast  upon  the  labour  market,  and  that  such  duties  should,  as  a  tem- 
which,  after  a  great  war,  is  nearly  always  porary  expedient,  be  lightened  by  the 
in  a  very  glutted  condition  for  unskilled  employment  of  outside  labour  in  the  dis- 
lalxnir ;  and  for  Regulars  the  privileged  charge  of  fatigue  work. — (The  I/ml 
employment  which  the  noble  Marquess  is  Monfouvll.) 
able  to  give  is  insufficient  now  and  will  , 

be,   I  am  afraid,  at  the  end  of  the  war,      „_        t,,vn^m  .  T„r  tirr.*™- 

very  insufficient  indeed.  What  a  *The  SECRETARY  of  STArfc  for 
spectacle  it  will  be  for  the  Secretary  of  ,'  WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Laxsdowxe)  : 
State  for  War,  relying  on  voluntary  en-  My  Lords,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me 
listment,  to  see  soldiers  after  an  arduous  !  to  reply  at  any  great  length  to  the  speech 
campaign  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  the  '  which  hag  ^  delivered  by  the  noble 
workhouse  or  the  casual  ward.     Such  a    T      ,  •„.     u  t  ,.  uu  „«. 

scandal  as  that  roust  be  avoided  at  anr  ,  Lord  opposite  because  I  may  say  w  thout 
cost.  Some  of  the  soldiers  will  remain  in  .  affectation,  that  I  should  think  as 
the  ranks  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  even  regards  five-sixths  of  that  speech  I  am 
five  years,  and  they  would  welcome  any  entirely  in  agreement  with  him.  I  have 
instruction  which  fitted  them  for  skilled  always  thought  it  would  be  of  the 
labour  when  they  left  the  colours.  My  utm08t  vaJue  to  the  Armv  if,  while 
Migration  that  fatigue  duties  should  be       Wi  M      ^  h  th  '  col  we 

done  by  outside  labour  would  relieve  the  ;        ,.     .       .  AA-  ^ 

pressure  on  the  labour  market,  and,  by  !  <*>uld  give  them  some  instruction  in  the 
giving  more  leisure  to  the  soldier,  would  rudiments  of  a  trade,  and  thereby  render 
Facilitate  manual  instruction.  Expediency  them  better  fitted  for  civil  employment 
is  not  the  only  argument  upon  which  I  after  they  haver  left  the  colours.  I  must 
base  my  case.  I  call  in  aid  of  my  motion  ^y  tnat'[  was  surprised  when  the  noble 
the  principle  of  justice.     I  say  that  a  man  ,  ^     -^  me   with  havm     8tamped 

who   has    voluntarily    served    for  seven  ,  .     °  ,        ,  ,         ^    i     , 

years  in  the  Army-the  best  seven  years  »P™  him  when  he  "»**  fa  P^P08*1  of 
of  his  life— is  entitled,  even  if  it  is  incoti-  f  this  kind  on  some  former  occa- 
venient  and  expensive,  to  have  the  ':  sion.  I  certainly  am  unconscious  of 
opportunity  in  his  leisure  of  getting  the  having  done  so.  My  own  views 
l>est  available  instruction  in  the  best  have  been  very  much  in  accord  with  those 
trades  which  it  is  possible  to  teach.  1  .  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  may  add  that  the 
deeply  regret  that  it  should  be  left  to  me  views  of  almost  every  soldier  of  experience 
to  take  up  the  question  of  the  education  with  whom  I  have  discussed  this  question 
of  the  soldier.  It  is  such  an  important :  have  been  such  as  those  which  he  has 
and  such  a  far  reaching  matter  that  I  quoted.  But,  my  Lords,  the  question  is 
should  have  wished,  and  earnestly  wished,  a  practical  one.  We  have  shown  our 
that  somebody  of  position  and  importance  desire  to  do  what  the  noble  Lord  recom- 
in  your  lordships'  House  had  taken  up  !  mends  in  a  very  practical  way,  localise 
the  matter  ;  but  as  it  is  pressing,  and  as  \  last  year  we  provided  £75  in  the  case  of 
the  noble  Marquess  will  nave  the  oppor-  !  each  of  a  number  of  battalions  which 
tunity  I  have  stated  in  a  short  time  of  seemed  to  us  suitable  subjects  for  an  ex- 
carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  recom-  .  periment  of  the  kind,  and  we  gave  direc- 
mendations  I  have  read  to  him,  I  feel  •  tions  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
that  it  is  absolutely  incumbent  on  me  to  ,  give  technical  instruction  as  recommended 
take  up  this  matter  even  at  the  expense  ,  by  the  noble  Lord.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
of  occupying  a  good  deal  of  the  time  of  '  that  the  result  of  the  experiment  was  not 
the  noble  Marquess.  encouraging.      We  have  had  reports  on 
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the  subject,  and  none  of  them  have  been 
of  a  very  favourable  character.      I  will 
take  one    case   as   an   illustration.        At 
Woolwich  there  were    exceptional  facili- 
ties  for  carrying  on  work  of  this  kind. 
But  what  happened  at  Woolwich  1  At  the 
beginning  of  the  season  we  had  forty-one 
men  on  the  roll  there  for  a  course  of  in- 
struction of  this  kind,  but  I  am  sorry  to  i 
tell   the    House  that  at  the  end   of   the  j 
season  forty  out  of  the  forty-one  men  had  ; 
withdrawn,    and     there     was    left    one  i 
solitary  student  as  a  monument  of   our  | 
disappointed  hopes.      We  shall,  however, 
continue     the      experiment,     and    shall  | 
spare   no   pains   to   make   it    successful.  | 
But  the  fact  remains  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  induce  private  soldiers,  whose 
time  is  pretty  fully  taken  up,  to  attend  ! 
classes  of  this  kind.     I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  feelings  of  the  private  soldier  j 
are    very   much    what   I   remember   the 
feelings  of  schoolboys  were  at  the  time  , 
when  I  was  a  schoolboy.      We  were  all 
of  us  delighted  to  attend  classes  in  extra 
subjects   so   long  as   those   classes   were 
substituted    for   a    part   of   the   regular 
curriculum  of  the  school,  but  the  moment 
they  involved  any  inroad  on  our  leisure  i 
the  whole  of  our  desire  for  that  particular  , 
form  of   instruction  vanished  most  com-  i 
pletely.     I   think  that  is  the  case   with 
the  soldier,  and  when  I  made  the  obser- 
vation the  other  evening  that  I  did  not 
think  the  introduction  of  instruction  of 
this  kind  was  likely  to  be  popular  with 
the   Army,   or   to   encourage   recruiting, 
that  was  what  I  meant.     I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  an  excellent  thing  for  soldiers  if  you 
can   induce   them   to  take   it  up.      The 
difficulty  is  to  find  a  means  of  inducing 
them  to  submit  themselves  to  instruction. 
I      heard     with     regret     a      suggestion 
in     which     the      noble      Lord     seemed 
to       imply       that       ex  -  soldiers,       and 
particularly  Reservists,  were  to  a  great 
extent  to  be  found  among  the  homeless 
and  destitute  part  of  the  population.     I 
believe  that  nothing  is  further  from  the 
truth.      There  may,  of  course,  always  lie 
found   a  broken-down   ex-soldier   in  the 
casual  ward   of    a  workhouse,   but   it   is 
more  than  likely  that  the  man  found  in 
such  a  condition  has  been  discharged  from 
the  Army  with  ignominy,  and  it  is  within 
our  knowledge  that  when,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  we  called  upon  the  Army  Reserve, 
by  far   the   greater   number  of  the  men 
were  in   regular    and    well-remunerated 
employment. 

The  Martfuejss  of  Lansdowne. 


Lord  MONKSWELL  :  I  am  very  glad 
to  find  that  the  noble  Marquess  has  done 
something  to  endeavour  to  train  the 
soldier,  but  he  does  not  seem,  as  he  says, 
to  have  been  particularly  successful.  Of 
course,  I  shall  not  press  my  motion,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  classes 
at  Woolwich  were  started  in  the  summer, 
because,  if  they  were,  it  is  only  natural 
that  soldiers  would  not  attend. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE:  I 
am  afraid  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  It  would  make 
all    the    difference.       They    would    not 
attend  in  the  summer,  when  they  have 
excessively   hard   work,   but    I    suggest 
that  there  are  dark  months  in  the  winter 
when  they  would  l>e  glad  to  attend,  and 
some  inducement  might  be  given  in  the 
way   of  increased   pay,    prizes,  etc.    A* 
the  noble  Marquess  has  referred  to  his 
school  days,   I    should    like   to    remind 
him  that  it  was  a  very  popular  form  of 
recreation    in    the    school    to   which  he 
belonged   to  make   use    of  the    turning 
lathe.     I  find  it  difficult  to   think  that 
soldiers  will  never  take  kindly  to  manual 
instruction,  because  I  remember  that  at 
the  Chelsea  Military  Exhibition,  where 
there  were  a  lot  of  exhibits  made  by  the 
soldiers  at  Aldershot  in  workshops  which 
were  partly  fitted  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  officers,  those  exhibits  were  sold  for 
more   than  enough    to  pay   all  the  ex- 
penses.    I  do  not  for  a  moment  contend 
that  the  great  majority  of  Reservists  are 
homeless  people.     I  only  say  that  there 
were  a  considerable  number  of  Reservists 
with  good  characters  who  were  proved  to 
be  homeless  people  in  the  year  1890.    I 
hope  matters  have  improved  since  then. 
In  1890,  while  out  of  seventy-seven  home- 
less Reservists  thirty -six  were  found  to 
have   had   very  good  characters,  at  the 
same  period  out  of  1,200  persons  not  one 
was  found  to  be  a  sailor,  and  I  commend 
that  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
noble  Marquess.     I  withdraw  my  motion- 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn. 


LAND  CHARGES  BILL  [u.L.]. 

Amendments    reported    (according  0^{ 
order);    and    Bill    to    be    read   3* 
morrow. 
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SOUTH       AFRICAN       WAR  —  ROYAL  |  one  moment  to  call  the  attention  of  the 

GARRISON      ARTILLERY  -  ARMA-  |  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  the  treat- 

.IENT  PAY.  ;  ment    of    certain    convalescent    soldiers 

Viscount      TEMPLETOWN :      My    returned    home   from    the   front.     The 

Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess    troop8hip    .,  D„nera>    arrived    home  on 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether ,  25thrJamiary  with  two  hundred  men  on 

it  w  the  ewe  that  officers  of  the  Royal ,  boan,    {romJ  Wvnberg  Hospital.     They 

Garrison  ArtiUery  ordered  on  service  to  |  ^  logt  aU  thcilr  clothing)  kit  and  neces- 

South  Africa  are  deprived  of  armament ,  ^      and        ticallv  lamled  with  nothiIlg 

pay,  which  is  issued  to  all  officers  of  this  ;  e        t  the  edothM  {hev  8tood  up  in>  W1S 

branch  of  the   service   both  in   England  ;  tho8£ck)thes  were  the  "colonial  suits  that 

and  India ;  whether  officers  of  any  other  ■  had  been  8Upplied  to  them  at  the  Cape. 

branch    of     Her    Majesty  a    forces     are    wh<m  the  mJ,[left  Wvnberg  Hospital  they 

deprived  of  any   portion   of    their    pay    wm  tM  that  when  jhev  went  t0  Netley 

whilst  in  South  Africa;  and  whether  he  will    thevwould  reCeive  their  proper  equipment 

consider  the  advisability  of  continuing  the    ^  Jj|ake        .  thejr  ,098es    0n  their  arrival 

issue  of  armament  pay   to    the    officers    t-       we£  provided  with  four  8hirts  and 

concerned  during  their  absence  on  active    fonJ      •     £f  socks  each  out  of  tho  Dcdly 

service  in  South  Africa.  Mail    "Absent-minded    Beggar"    Fund. 

-~       „  T  .  x-c.r\/-k«rxTE-      On  Saturday  two  of  those  men,  Guards- 

♦THB  Marquess   of   LANSDOWNE  :  ,  men>  name/Carey  and  Castle,  were  sent 

My  Lords,  the  armament  pay  to  which  ,  down  fnjm  Netl'     to  the    convalo8Cent 

the  noble  Lord  refers  was  given  to  the  ,  h      .^  which  ^  ^en  8tamd  ,     j^ 

Garrison    Artillery  as,    I    understand,  a  ;  Ca£     ton  at  Wycombe,  appearing  in  the 

kind   of    solatium   for  the    comparative    ^  cfotheg  ^  th      ]ut&iin  on  25th 

irksomenessof  employment  in  fortresses,  .  Jan  Au  that  was  gi^  them  hy 

and  with  the  object  of    making  the  dis-  ■  ^  aut'horitie8  at  Xetlev  wa8  a  raiiway 

mounted    branch  of    the  Artillery   less  ,        _n0  monev  and   n0  {ood.     Having 

unattractive  than  it  might  otherwise  be.    ^  travelling  from  7  a.m.  till  5  p.m.,  they 

According  to  the  letter  of   the  Regula-   ^^  ftt  the%onvalescent  hospital  in  a 

tions,  armament  pay  can  only  be  drawn  of  oxhaUBti       OI10  lnan  partfoulariy 

by  an   officer  of   the  Garrison  Artillery  he  had  been  sevei.ely  wounded  in 

when  he  is  employed  on  the  duties  of  .  ^  head      j  haye  communicaU.d  with  the 

his    corps,  and    there  was  consequently    commandi        officer    at    Wimbwr,     and 

some  doubt  whether,   when  a  Garrison ,  ^^  him«0  scnd  the  mcn  the 

ArtiUery  officer  was  for  a  time  employed  ,  neceggari      as  thev  alTived  without  a  hair 

with  field  artillery,  he  could  be  allowed  j  fc      ^  without  a  ;  and  without 

to  draw  the  armament  pay      But  I  have  ,  of  ^  '  onlina|y  ar£cU*  of  a  ^wrf,  kit. 

made  inquiries  into the  matter,  and  I  find  ,  T  ^  ^^  t0  these  c^,,  becaU8e  t 

that  when  tho  particular  officers  to  whom 

the  noble   Lord  refers  were  selected  for 

employment  with  the  Field  Artillery,  no 

special  arrangement  was  made  with  them 

in  regard  to  the  abandonment  by  them  of 

their  armament  pay.     That  being  so,  I 

think  there  would  perhaps  be  some  hard-  j 

ship  in  depriving  them  of  what  they  no  i    *The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  :  I 

doubt  look  upon  as  a  permanent  and  well- 1  w{\\  gladly  make  inquiries  into  tho  case, 

assured  part  of   their  emoluments,  and  I  j  but  it  mU8t  bo  ol)vious  that,  not  having 

nave  therefore  arranged  that  their  arma-  ,      , .        -    ,  .       T    _  ., 

mani,  v  ii  i.      •        i.    i.u  '  received  notice  of  the  question.  1  am  not 

ment  nay  shall  be  given  to  them.  ...  \         ,      ,    A 

,  in  a  position  to  state  what  the  facts  are. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  :  I  beg  to  ; I  would  venture  to  suggest  that  it  would 
thank  the  noble  Marquess  for  his  very  have  been  better  if  the  noble  Karl  had 
^isfactorv  reply.  given  notice  of  the  question. 

TREATMENT  OF  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS  i  Hou»e.  adjourned  at  Twenty 

FROM  THE   FRONT.                      I  minutes  past  Five  of  the 

^            ~ » ^^r^^m^^       ^  ,            ,     '  clock,    till    To  -  morrow, 

h*-arl    CARRINGTON  :    Before    the  I  half-past    Ten    of    the 

**0Uae  adjourns  I  venture  to  interpose  for  |  clock. 


feel  certain  the  noble  Marquess  will  at 
once  give  orders  which  will  prevent  other 
convalescent  soldiers  being  subjected  to 
similar  treatment.  This,  I  believe,  is  not 
an  individual  case. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  26/A  February,  1900. 


MR.  SPEAKER'S  INDISPOSITION. 

The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table  informed  the  House  of  the  unavoid- 
able absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  owing  to 
indisposition : — 

Whereupon      Mr.     James    William  i 
Lowther,   the   Chairman  of  Ways  and  i 
Means,  proceeded  to  the  Table,  and  after 
Prayers,    took    the    Chair     as    Deputy 
Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order. 


1060 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (PETITION  FOR  ADDI" 
TIONAL  PROVISION)  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the 
Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
namely : — 

West  Ham  Corporation  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred 
to    the 
Orders. 


Select    Committee  on  Standing 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the 
Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  i 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely  : — 


PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH.) 

Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the 
Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following  Bill, 
the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  com* 
plied  with,  namely  : — 

Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Win- 
ton  Tramways  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill. 


Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  ! 


i  BELFAST  AND  COUNTY   DOWN  RAIL- 
WAY    BILL. 


time. 


PRIVATE     BILLS     [Lords]     (STANDING 
ORDERS      COMPLIED    WITH  ;     AND  ; 
SPECIAL   REPORT). 

Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  upon  the  ' 
Table  Report  from  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Bills  comprised  in  the  list 
reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  as  intended  to  originate  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  they  have  certified  that 
the  Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  j 
with  in  the  following  cases,  namely —        | 


CHESHIRE    LINES    COMMITTEE    BILL. 

GREAT    NORTHERN    RAILWAY    BILL. 

LANCASHIRE,    DERBYSHIRE, 
AND    EAST    COAST    RAILWAY    BILL. 

MAIDENHEAD    GAS    BILL. 

MID-KENT    WATER    BILL. 

VALE    OF  RHEIDOL   LIGHT  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 


Folkestone,     Sandgate,     and     Hythe  ,      Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Tramroads.  ' 

Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company. 

And  that    they    have    made    a   Special 
Report  in  the  following  case,  namely  : — 


j  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
1  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
i  time." 


Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways. 

Ordered,  that  the  Special  Report  be 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders. 


Sir  FREDERICK  DIXON- HART- 
LAND  (Middlesex,  Uxbridge)  moved : 
"  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  it  is 
undesirable  to  sanction  a  Bill  to  enable  a 
London  vestry  to  build  upon  allotment 
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gardens,  which  serve  the  purpose*  of  an 
open   space  in  a  densely  populated  dis- 
trict. "     In  doing  so,  he  said  he  was  very 
much  surprised  that  the  London  County 
Council,  which  had  hitherto  put  them- 
selves forward  as  champions,  and,  in  fact, 
had  been  the  champions:  of  open  spaces 
in  London,  should  have  taken  this  course 
and  tried  to  destroy  about  eleven  acres  of 
open  space  in  one  of  the  most  densely 
populated  districts  of  the  metropolis.     He 
was  also  surprised  when  he  was  told  that 
there  were  gentlemen  in  that  House  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  speak  in  favour 
of  open  spaces,  and  who  had  been  among 
the  greatest  advocates  of  such  spaces  in 
the  past,  and  had  done  great  benefit  to 
London  by  insisting    upon   their  being 
maintained,  who  were  now  going  to  speatc 
in  favour    of    a  scheme  which,   in    his 
opinion,  would  destroy  one  of  the  most 
important  open  spaces  that  existed.      He 
wanted  to  know  why  the  London  County 
Council  had  taken  up  this  position,  and 
what  there  was  behind  the  Bill  of  which 
they  had  no  knowledge,  because  he  could 
not  find  in  any  shape  or  form  that  the 
London   County  Council    had  anything 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Latchmere  allot- 
ments.    It  had  nothing  to  do  with  them 
at  the   present  moment;    the  property 
belonged  to  Lord  Spencer,  and  it  was  only 
given  by  him  to  the  parish  for  certain 
uses.     The  effect  of  the  proposal  of  the 
London   County  Council    would    be    to 
divert   it  from  those  uses.     And  why  ? 
Evidently  the  London   County   Council 
did  not  want  to  do  certain  work  them- 
selves ;  they  wanted  the  vestry  of  Batter- 
sea  to  do  it,  but  they  thought  that  as  the 
Batteraea    Vestry    might     not    be    able 
to    launch    the    matter    successfully    in 
the     House     of     Commons,     they  *  had 
better  father  the  scheme  and  bring  it 
forward.    A  scheme  very  similar  to  this 
was  promoted  in  1887,  and  the  opposition 
to  it  was  so   strong  that  it  was   never 
brought  up  for  Second  Reading  ;  it  was, 
in    fact,   laughed  out  of   the   House  of 
Commons,  which   would   not  have  it  in 
any    shape  or  form.      If  the   Battersea 
Vestry  wished   to  build  houses  for  the 
working-classes,  surely  there  was  plenty 
of  land  in  Battersea  to  be  obtained  for 
such  a  purpose,  and  why  then  should  the 
vestry   not  obtain  that  land  in  a  proper 
way  instead  of  endeavouring  to  filch  it  from 
the  people  and  depriving  them  of  their 
open  spaces  ?    He  was  told  that  if  the 
House    of   Commons  should  decide    in 


favour  of  his  Amendment,  the  effect 
would  be  to  destroy  the  whole  General 
Powers  Bill  of  the  London  County- 
Council.  Well,  that  was  not  his  affair: 
If  they  chose  for  any  improper  or  wrong 
reason  to  father  a  scheme  which  was  not 
acceptable  to  the  House,  they  must  takfr 
the  consequences.  But  he  would  put  this 
to  them.  If  they  would  withdraw  thi* 
particular  clause  —  this  particular  ob- 
jectionable power  to  take  this  land  for 
these  purposes — from  the  Bill,  he  would 
offer  no  objection  to  their  Bill  going 
through.  He  was  only  objecting,  to  it 
on  this,  and  on  no  other  ground.  He 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  they  should 
father  this  scheme  at  all.  Why  should 
it  not  be  brought  forward  as  a  separate 
measure,  and  then  it  could  be  dealt  with 
on  its  merits  in  the  House  of  Commons  T 
In  1876  the  House  of  Commons  dis- 
cussed this  question,  and  Parliament  laid 
it  down  as  a  rule  that  common  land 
allotted  for  public  ptirposes  should  not  be 
diverted  from  such  purposes  except  for 
recreation  grounds  and  gardens.  Now,  if 
it  was  the  case  that  this  land  could  not 
be  used  for  allotment  purposes,  let  it  go- 
back  to  its  original  uses ;  let  it  be  dealt 
with  as  a  common  open  space,  but  do  not 
try  and  deprive  the  people  of  seven  and 
a  half  acres  of  land,  and  allow  them  only 
four  acres  for  an  open  space.  They  were 
told  that  the  only  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  get  rid  of  the  claims  of  the  allottees 
who  were  in  possession  of  the  land.     In 

i  the  notice  hon.  Members  had  received,  it 
was  admitted  that  there  were  prohibitions 
from  erecting  habitations  upon  this  land, 
and  the  vestry  also  admitted  that  unless 
they  could  get  this  Bill  passed,  they 
would  not  l>e  able  to  do  as  they  wished 
with  the  land.  They  wanted  to  remove 
the  restrictions  which  now  rested  upon  it ; 
they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  legal  restric- 
tions, and  he  was  opposing  the  Bill  in 
order  to  prevent  them  doing  so.  It  was 
said  that  the  allottees  were  not  particu- 
larly anxious  alxnit  this  matter,  but 
then  they  were  poor  men  who  had  not 
the   power  or  money   to  appeal  to   the 

i  House  of  Commons  in  order  to  defend 
their  own  interests,  and  to  fight  for  their 
own  rights.  That  being  so,  they  ran  the 
risk  of  being  dispossessed.  There  were, 
he  was  told,  108  allottees  holding  the  land 
at  the  present  moment,  and  of  these  108 

.  no  fewer  than  ninety-two  bad  petitioned 
the   House  of  Commons  to  prevent  this 

(  open  space  being  taken  away  from  them. 
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It  would  be  stated  that  some  of  this  land 
was  not  used  for  allotment  gardens,  hut 
that  rubbish  was  shot  upon  it.  His 
answer  was  that  the  vestry  were  acting  in 
•an  illegal  manner,  and  that  they  had  no 
business  to  throw  any  rubbish  upon  this 
land,  which  was  to  be  set  apart  for 
garden  allotments,  and  if  the  vestry 
pleaded  that  they  were  doing  an  illegal 
action,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof 
they  should  be  allowed  to  alter  the  pur- 
poses to  which  this  land  was  originally 
■devoted,  he  did  not  think  that  such  a 
plea  would  commend  itself  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  was  all  very  well  for 
them  to  seek  to  get  rid  of  their  legal 
liabilities  in  order  that  they  might  do 
what  they  liked  with  the  land.  They 
said  they  were  quite  willing  to  bring  the 
matter  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
•of  Commons  to  decide  upon  the  scheme 
in  its  entirety,  but  he  would  point  out  in 
reply  to  that  that  a  Committee  would 
have  no  power  whatever  to  go  into  any 
alternative  scheme.  Its  duty  would  be 
to  examine  this  particular  proposal,  and 
;to  say  whether  it  was  a  proper  one. 
These  eleven  and  a  half  acres  are  situated 
in  one  of  the  most  densely  populated 
parts  of  London — a  part  lying  be- 
tween Clapham  and  Wandsworth 
.and  the  Thames.  It  was  a  very 
lowly  situated  neighbourhood,  and  it 
was  important  that  it  should  have  air  in 
the  same  way  as  other  parts  of  the 
metropolis.     It  would  be  just  as  right  to 

five  powers  to  take  a  part  of  Hampstead 
Icath  or  Battersea  Park  to  Ik?  built  on 
..as  it  was  to  suggest  that  this  open  space 
should  be  utilised  for  the  purpose  of 
building  workmen's  dwellings,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Members  of  the  House 
would  not  allow  any  such  arrangement 
to  l>e  carried  out.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons would  be  taking  upon  it-self  a 
Seat  responsibility  if  it  should  deprive 
mdon  of  what  was  known  as  one  of 
its  "  lungs."  Some  Meml>er$  represent- 
ing constituencies  in  the  south  of 
London  were,  he  understood,  going  to 
speak  in  "favour  of  this  scheme,  and  no 
doubt,  in  view  of  the  overcrowed  nature 
of  their  constituencies  they  would  like  to 
see  these  dwellings  built,  but  it  was 
their  duty,  notwithstanding  such  a  de- 
sire, to  strictly  preserve  the  lands  allotted 
in  the  past  to  be  retained  as  open 
— n«H  r£ne  vestry,  in  their  statement 
"  for  bringing  forward 
—V.     They 


said  that  they  were  perfectly  prepareu 
to  agree  to  the  abstract  proposition  in 
favour  of  open  spaces.  Well,  he  never 
yet  met  a  thief  who  was  not  also  will- 
ing, when  brought  l>efore  a  magistrate, 
to  say  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
agree  to  the  abstract  proposition  that 
stealing  was  wrong,  so  long  as  it  wan 
not  applied  to  his  own  case.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  London  County 
Council  were  putting  forward  a  similar 
alwtract  proposition,  and  were  asking  the 
House  of  Commons  to  accept  it.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  remain  true  to 
its  ancient  traditions,  and  would  prevent 
this  space  being  taken  from  the  people. 

♦Sir    JOHN     BRUNNER    (Cheshire' 
Northwich)  hoped  that  the  House  would 
consent  to  the  motion  of  his  hon.   friend, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  action 
now    taken    by    the     London     County 
Council  was  one  unworthy-  -he  would  not 
say    of    the    County  Council — but     un- 
worthy   of    London.     It   would   in   fact 
set  a  very  bad  precedent.     He  was  very 
glad  to  hear  his  hon.  friend  speak  of  the 
London  County  Council  as  having  been 
champions  in  the  past  of  open  spaces,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  House  would  that  day 
encourage   the   County    Council   in    the 
course  which  up  till  now  it  had  adopted. 
It  had  put  forward  year  after  year,  with 
pardonable   pride,    a    statement    of   the 
number  of  acres  that  had  been  secured 
for  open  spaces  for  the  people  of  London, 
and   he  would  ask  the  London  County 
Council  now  to  withdraw  this  proposal, 
lwcause  if  they  did  not  do  so,  and  if  they^^ 
succeeded  in#carrying  the  present  schem^^ 
they  would  hereafter  have  to  publish  th   ^ 
fact    -that   while   they    had    secured   ^^ 
many  acres  in  such  and  such  a  district  en.  _s 
open   spaces  for  the  public   of   London  1. 
they  had  also  in  the  parish  of  Battersea 
diverted  so  many  acres  from  such  a  pur- 
pose, and  therefore  their  total  must     )>e 
reduced  to  that  extent.     It  will  be  sv&id, 
on  behalf  of  the  London  County  Cour*cil, 
that  this  space  in  Battersea  was  untit>    f°r 
allotments,  because  the  Battersea  Ve«trJ 
had  shot  rubbish  on  the  ground.     It    "**'*** 
perhaps  unfit,  and  it  probably  had  bec*-*llie 
unfit  by  reason  of  the  vestry  having  t:*111* 
shot     rubbish     upon    it,    but     if     t  **e 
had  not  done  so  the  ground  would,      A 
doubt,  have  been  fit  for  allotments.       -*: 
trusted    that   the   rational    zeal    of      *- 
London  County  Council  for  the  hou***1 
of  the  working  classes  would  be  enc^ 
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raged,  but  that  it  would  take  this  form 
-not  to  provide  houses  in  which 
people  are  piled  seven  layers  high  on 
top  of  one  another,  but  to  persuade  the 
working  classes  to  take  advantage  of  the 
rapid  and  cheap  means  of  locomotion  pro- 
vided by  the  County  Council  to  live  a 
little  way  out  of  London.  It  was  stated 
that  the  freeholder — not  the  present  Lord 
Spencer,  but  Lord  Spencer's  predecessor 
—handed  over  this  space,  under  the  Poor 
I^aw  Relief  Act,  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

Sir  FREDERICK  DIXON-HART- 
LAND:  And  only  for  that. 

♦Sir  JOHN  BRUNNEB:  And  if  he 
were  not  mistaken,  the  present  Lord 
Spencer  had  not  parted  with  the  freehold. 
He  wished  to  be  informed  whether  the 
London  County  Council  had  done  his 
r^oi-cUhip  the  courtesy  to  ask  him  whether 
lie  intended  or  wished  to  part  with  it. 

Sir  FREDERICK  DIXON-HART- 
I-iAND  :  I  am  told  that  the  land  reverts 
to  Lord  Spencer  if  it  is  not  used  for  the 
I>urposes  to  which  it  was  originally  dedi- 
cated. 

♦Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  feared  that  a 
Kill  like  the  present  would  override  Lord 
*Spencer  s  rights  as  a  freeholder.  For 
i*easons  whicn  seemed  to  him  to  be  excel- 
lent, he  should  vote  for  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend,  and  he  trusted  it  would  prove 
acceptable  to  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed — 

••  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
4  That,'  in  order  to  insert :  '  That  this  House  is 
of  opinion  that  it  is  undesirable  to  sanction  a 
Hill  to  enable  a  London  ventry  to  build  upon 
allotment  gardens,  which  serve  the  purposes  of 
an  o|>en  space  in  a  densely  populated  district.' " 
— {Sir  F.  Dixon -Hartlanri.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
>roposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

♦MR.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  said 

•  had  very  little  difficulty  in  subscribing 

•  the  abstract  theory  promulgated  by  the 

m.  MeniW  who  had  moved  the  rejec- 

>n  of  the  clause  as  to  the  necessity  for 

i?  House  of  Commons  to  be  very  careful 

'jut  parting  with  open  spaces.  *  All  the 

i.  Member  had  said  approving  the 
mty  Council's  efforts  on  behalf  of  parks 
\  open  spaces  he  cordially  endorsed. 


But  the  hon.  Member  did  not  tell  the 
House  of  Commons  that  it  was  in  the  in- 
terests not  only  of  open  spaces  in  London 
but  of  open  spaces  in  Battersea  especially 
that  this  clause  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Bill.  He  would  not  associate  himself 
with  any  movement  that  had  for  its  object 
the  deprivation  of  a  single  acre  of  open 
spaces  in  London.  He  had  had  the 
pleasure  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of 
working  with  Lord  Meath  on  behalf  of 
both  the  Commons  Protection  and  the 
Metropolitan  Gardens  Associations.  But 
even  in  the  promotion  of  these  excellent 
objects  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  use 
discrimination  at  times,  and  he  thought 
he  would  be  able  to  show  that  in  this 
particular  case  such  discrimination 
was  not  apparent.  What  were  the 
facts?  They  had  in  the  parish 
of  Battersea  eleven  acres  of  land  mis- 
called allotments,  and  more  than  half 
of  that  acreage  was  at  present  used  by 
the  local  authority  as  a  slop  shoot.  What 
the  parish  of  Battersea  wished  to  do — 
and  men  on  both  sides  of  politics,  includ- 
ing the  overseers,  were  unanimous  in 
supporting  it — was  that  instead  of  a 
portion  of  this  land  l>eing  used  as  a  slop- 
shoot  and  the  remainder  being  devoted 
to  the  cultivation  of  consumptive  cab- 
bages, aa  well  as  constituting  a  rendezvous 
for  dead  dogs  and  cats,  nearly  four  acres 
of  it  should  l>e  converted  into  a  recreation 
ground  for  children,  five  acres  should  l>e 
used  for  the  erection  of  artisans'  dwellings, 
not  piled  one  on  top  of  the  other  to  the 
extent  of  seven  stories  as  had  been 
suggested,  but  workmen's  cottages  of  two 
or  three  tenements  only,  and  that  the 
remaining  two  acres  should  l>e  utilised  as 
roads.  In  order  to  bring  that  al>out,  the 
London  County  Council  had  included  the 
scheme  as  a  passenger  in  its  General  Powers 
Omnibus  Bill.  He  wished  at  once  to 
say  that  the  Battersea  Vestry  unanimously 
supported  it,  so  did  the  overseers  and  the 
local  clergy  as  represented  by  Canon  Clarke, 
while  the  Parks  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  and  the  Housing  and 
Small  Holdings  Committees  of  the  same 
body  also  approved  it.  If  the  facts  were 
known  there  would  .be  no  surprise 
felt  at  the  proposal  to  utilise 
five  acres  of  this  land  for  artisans' 
dwellings.  It  might  not  be  generally 
known  to  the  House  that  the  land  was 
situated  only  300  yards  from  Battersea 
Park,  which  was  200  acres  in  extent  and 
two.and  a  quarter  miles  round.      Seeirur 
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.that  such  a  park  was  so  close  to  the  : 
I^atchmere  allotments,  there  surely  was 
no  pressing  need  for  the  land  to  be 
retained  as  an  open  space.  More  than 
that,  in  Clapham  Common  they  had 
.another  220  acres  of  open  space,  and  at 
Wandsworth  a  further  183  acres,  all  in 
the  same  parish.  In  addition,  they  had 
three  small  recreation  grounds  and  Ave  or 
six  gymnasiums,  covered  or  open.  He 
now  came  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
allottees  were  strongly  opposed  to  the  , 
scheme.  The  hoiL  Member  had  made 
much  of  a  petition  he  had  got  from  those 
allottees. 

Sir     FREDERICK     DIXON-HART-  . 
LAND  :    I    had     nothing    to    do    with 
getting  it. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS.:  I  didn't  say  you  j 
had.  : 

Sir     FREDERICK     DIXON-HART-  j 
LAND  :  You  said  I  had  got  it. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Well,  the  hon. 
Member  made  much  of  a  petition  sup- 
posed to  come  from  the  allottees,  and  he 
said  that  of  108  allotment  holders  ninety- 
two  had  petitioned  against  that  clause. 
Well,  he  examined  the  tenants'  book  at 
the  Town  Hall  on  Saturday  last  and 
found  that  out  of  ninety-two  signing  the 
petition  thirty-seven  only  were  genuine 
tenants  and  the  remainder  were  not  allot- 
tees at  all.  The  hon.  Member  had  sug- 
gested that  this  was  a  densely  populated 
clistrict.  Now  he  shared  with  the  hon. 
Meml>er  for  Clapham  the  distinction  of 
representing  the  parish  of  Battersea  in 
that  House,  and  he  strongly  resented  the 
suggestion,  as  he  was  sure  his  colleague 
would  do,  that  Battersea  was  either  in- 
sanitary, overcrowded,  or  densely  popu- 
lated. He  would  prove  this  by  simple 
figures.  The  Central  District  of  London 
had  9,150  persons  per  acre  of  open  spaces. 
West  London  had  943  persons*  per  acre, 
while  Battersea  had  only  286  persons  per 
acre  of  open  spaces.  How  then  could  it 
be  said  that  Battersea  was  densely  popu- 
lated and  insanitary,  or  that  it  wanted 
more  open  spaces,  seeing  that  it  contained 
more  such  spaces  than  any  other  parish 
in  the  whole  county  of  London  1  Thanks 
in  no  small  measure  to  that  fact  they  had 
one  of  the  lowest  death  rates  in  the  whole 
Metropolis.  With  all  these  advantages 
why  should  this  particular  piece  of  land 

Mr.  John  Burn*. 


be  reserved  as  an  exclusive  nuisance  for 
ninety-two  persons  ?  He  appealed  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  view  of  the  in- 
creasing necessity  to  do  something  for  the 
housing  of  the  London  poor,  to  allow  this 
clause  to  pass,  and,  instead  of  allowing 
these  eleven  acres  to  be  used  as  dung 
heaps  and  slop  shoots,  to  convert  a  small 
portion  of  the  Land  into  a  recreation 
ground  and  to  devote  the  remainder 
to  the  erection  of  cottage  property  for  the 
artisan  and  labouring  classes,  which  was 
especially  needed  in  that  district,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  London  and  South 
Western  Railway  Company  were  about  to 
pull  down  no  fewer  than  680  houses.  He  did 
not  believe  that  any  injustice  would  be  done 
to  Battersea  by  the  proposal  contained  in 
this  clause,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that 
the  House  would  reject  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Uxbridge. 

*Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham)  said  he 
was    extremely    sorry    to    find    himself 
opposed  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Uxbridge  in  this  matter.  He  was  sure 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  only  knew  the 
real  facts  he  would  see  that  he  had  been 
acting  under  a  misapprehension,  and  one 
which  would  be  natural  to  anyone  not 
familiar  with   Battersea.     Could   he,  for 
instance,  locate   the  spot    at   which  the 
land  was   situated  whereon  it   was  sug- 
gested   workmen's    dwellings   might    be 
erected  without  building  on  the   Latch- 
mere  Allotments  ?      The   hon.    Baronet 
must  surely  have   been  misinformed  by 
those    who    alleged    that     an     altenia-^ 
tive    site    existed.       He,    having    somt^ 
knowledge    of    Battersea,    opposed  tbi^ 
motion  for  several  reasons.     In  the  fir^t 
place  he  was  a  resident  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  had  cognizance  of  the  needs  of 
the  people,  and  he  was  perfectly  sure  t\»x 
one    of     the    things  most    desired    ^ras 
additional   land   for   the  housing  of    tfo* 
poor.     The   Latchmere    allotments    ,%*?w* 
only  315  yards  from  Battersea  Park^    «^ 
they  were  within  half  a  mile  of  Clap^*111 
Common.     They  were  also  within  me^B8ut' 
able  distance  of  Wandsworth  Commonw-  »*!! 
the  parish   was   therefore    exceptio^^1*"- 
well   situated    as   regarded  open   sp^""***8. 
They  had  a  greater  need  for  house^e^  'or 
the  working  classes,  for  there  were 
schemes  on  foot,  one  of  which  woulc 
possess  many  of  the  railway  men      Jl0W 
living  at  Nine  Elms,  a  district  describe^  kr 
Charles  Booth  as  one  of  the  poorestdist>  TWto 
in  London.     A  number  of  gas  men  would 
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also  be  deprived  of  their    homes    by  a 

projected  improvement,  and  anyone  who 

knew   what  it  was  for  a  man   to  stand 

eight  hours   before    a  retort  would   not 

think    of  suggesting  that  he   should  t>e 

called    upon   to  travel     ten    or    twelve 

miles    into    the    country     in    order     to 

get     to     his    home.      It     was     in     the 

interests  of  his  own  constituents,  and  of 

some  of  the  very  poorest  among  them, 

that    he  asked  the  House  to   reject  the 

motion    of  his  hon.    friend.     If  the  hon. 

Baronet   would   like  to  get   an  idea    of 

the  real  character  of  these  allotments  he 

would  be   very  glad  to  entertain  him  at 

luncheon  one  morning  and  drive  him  over 

to  see  them,  for  he  was  sure  he   would 

then  realise  that  he  had  been  acting  under 

a  misapprehension,  and  would  withdraw 

this  motion.     In  1887,  when  the  question 

came    before    Parliament,   he — the    hon. 

Member    for     Clapham  —  was     vicar's 

churchwarden  at  Battersea,  and  in  such 

capacity     supported     the     scheme,    and 

wished  he  had  then  l>een  able  to  lift  up 

his  voice  in  Parliament  on  its  behalf. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES  (Woolwich)  said 
that  the  public  had  at  present  no  right 
to  stand  on  any  part  of  the  area  referred 
to.  Owing  to  the  proximity  of  Battersea 
Park  it  was  not  required  as  an  open 
space,  but  under  the  Bill  additional 
dwellings  would  be  built  on  it,  and  a  real 
open  space  of  four  acres  would  be  pro- 
vided for  cricket.  The  motion  of 
the  hon.  Member,  if  carried,  would 
destroy  the  whole  Bill,  which  would 
be  a  great  misfortune  to  London.  He 
was,  tnerefore,  surprised  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  not  content  in  moving  his 
Instruction  instead  of  going  to  the  root  of 
the  Bill.  The  discussion  was  premature, 
and  he  did  not  think  any  hon.  Member 
would  support  the  motion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  London  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Bill  to  leave  out  Part  7 
of  the  Bill  as  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
open  spaces." 

♦Colonel  HUGHES  said  that  Part  7 
did  not  allude  exclusively  to  the  question 
of  allotments.  The  latter  part  referred 
to  other  land  for  other  purposes. 


♦Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER:  If  the 
Instruction  is  opposed  it  must  go  over  to 
another  day. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES :  I  withdraw,  Sir. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


COUNTY  OF  LONDON  AND  BRUSH 
PROVINCIAL  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING 
BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  said  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
amalgamate  eight  or  more  important 
undertakings  into  one  gigantic  concern. 
Powers  were  asked  to  establish  some  cen- 
tral generating  stations  and  to  link  up  the 
scattered  portions  of  the  area  of  supply, 
the  latter  object  involving  .the  laying  of 
new  lines  and  the  consequent  breaking 
up  of  streets  in  six  districts  in 
London,  in  which  at  present  the  com- 
pany had  no  loans  nknuli  whatever, 
namely  Islington,  Shoreditch,  Battersea, 
Lambeth,  Berraondsey,  and  AYhitechapel. 
At  present  Shoreditch  supplied  its  own 
electricity,  and  yet  the  people  of  that  dis- 
trict would  be  required  under  the  Bill  to 
submit  without  any  compensation  to  the 
inconvenience  of  having  their  streets 
broken  up,  and  to  the  company  occupying 
spaces  on  the  streets,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  Shoreditch  but  some 
other  district  beyond  it  with  electricity. 
The  company  ought  not  to  have  such 
powers  without  the  sanction  of  the  local 
authority.  There  were  other  considera- 
tions connected  with  the  Bill  of  an  even 
more  important  character.  The  company 
was  really  trying  to  drive  a  coach  and  six 
through  the  existing  electric  light- 
ing code  and  if  it  succeeded  other 
companies  would  follow  in  its 
wake.  The  passing  of  the  present 
Bill  would  practically  mean  the  repeal  of 
the  electric  lighting  code.  At  present  a 
company  could  not  obtain  powers  to 
supply  electric  lighting  without  the 
consent  of  the  local  authorities,  though  it 
was  within  the  power  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  grant  such  powers  by  Provisional 
Order  to  be  confirmed  by  Parliament  if  the 
local  authorities  withheld  their  consent  un- 
reasonably, but  only  in  very  exceptional 
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cases  did  the  Board  of  Trade  override  the 
wishes  of  the  local  authorities.  There- 
fore, no  company  had  a  right  to  invade 
the  area  of  a  local  authority  without  their 
consent.  The  company  was  breaking 
faith  with  the  local  authorities  who 
might  desire  to  exercise  their  powers 
of  purchase,  because  the  present  Bill 
would  render  such  powers  illusory.  The 
local  authorities  really  consented  to  the 
various  undertakings  on  the  understand- 
ing that  they  were  to  be  separate  and  self 
contained,  in  order  that  the  option  of  pur- 
chase might  be  capable  of  being  exercised. 
The  Bill  would  practically  render  that 
option  illusory,  because  under  it  several 
areas  would  l>e  supplied  by  one  generating 
station,  and  instead  of  several  undertak- 
ings there  would  be  one  gigantic  concern. 
One  section  of  the  Bill  was  very  insidious. 
It  provided  that  the  company  might  make 
and  publish  one  annual  statement  of 
accounts  for  the  whole  of  its  undertakings 
instead  of  an  annual  statement  for 
each  separate  undertaking.  That  was 
in  effect  a  repeal  of  Section  9 
of  the  Electric  Lighting  Act,  1882, 
and  was  of  vital  importance,  be- 
cause it  would  upset  the  deliberate  policy 
of  Parliament,  and  throw  great  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  option  to  purchase 
being  exercised.  The  promoters  of  the 
Bill  appealed  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Joint  Committee  of  1898,  but  those 
recommendations  were  to  a  great  extent 
discredited  by  the  rejection  of  the  General 
Powers  Distribution  Bill  last  session. 
Similar  proposals  had  already  been  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament.  A  Bill  substan- 
tially the  same — indeed,  almost  identical— 
with  the  present  Bill  passed  its  Second 
Reading  last  session,  but  the  Committee 
subsequently  found  that  the  preamble  was 
not  proved.  The  preamble  in  the  present 
Bill  was  identical  with  that  which  was 
rejected.  Under  such  circumstances  was 
it  right  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time, 
and  to  put  the  local  authorities  to  the 
expense  of  resisting  it  before  a  Committee  1 
In  these  circumstances,  having  regard 
specially  to  the  fact  that  the  company  had 
its  opportunity  last  session,  and  failed  to 
satisfy  the  Committee  of  thi3  House  that 
the  statements  made  in  the  preamble 
were  well  founded  :  and  these  statements 
being  identically  the  same  in  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House,  he  thought  he  had 
shown  good  grounds  why  the  House 
should  reject  its  Second  Reading,  and  he 
moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  PichrtgiU. 


Amendment  proposed — 

14  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  six  months.'  "—(Mr.  Pickcrsgill.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

I    *Sir  ALBERT   ROLLIT  (Islington,  &) 
said    he    supported    very    strongly    the 
motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  which 
seemed  to    him,    like   many   others,   an 
attempt  to  evade,  or  rather  to  override,  by 
private  legislation,  the  general  law  of  the 
land,  and  especially  in  this  case  to  escape 
the  provisions  of   the  Electric    Lighting 
Acts,  which  required  the  consent  of  the 
local  authority  for  the  purpose   of   carry- 
ing out  their  provisions.      The  powers 
sought    by    the    Bill     were     extremely 
;  strong.  In  the  first  place,  by  applying  the 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  it  pro- 
i  posed  to  take  property  compulsorily  and 
also  water  rights  from  the  Regent's  Canal, 
<  and  yet  in  almost  the  next  clause  it  was 
\  sought  to  escape  from  the  provision  of  the 
\  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act   which 
secured  that  where  there  was  severance  the 
!  whole  property  should  be  taken.     That 
was,  of  course,  a  clause  which  would  be 
a    great    disadvantage     to     landowners. 
Then  the  Bill  authorised  the  breaking  up 
of   streets,  not  only  to   lay   the  mains, 
but  to  alter  and  repair  them  from  time  to 
time.     He  need  hardly  point  out  the  in- 
convenience of  different  authorities  under- 
i  taking  that  work.      But   in   the  present 
,  case  an  exceptional  injustice  was  to  be* 
perpetrated,  because  powers  were  sought 
to  break  up  the  streets  in  districts,  not  of 
supply,  where  a  benefit  was  to  be  given 
and  where  a  burden  might  on  that  account 
be  submitted  to,  but  in  the  intervening 
districts,   which   had   no  interest   what- 
ever in  the  work.     Then  the  Bill  evaded 
!  the  provision  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Act 
1  by    which     the     consent    of    the   local 
'  authority  was  necessary  if  the  proceeding 
adopted  was  by  Provisional  Order,  except 
that  there,  was  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  ground  that  the 
local  authority  was  unreasonable.  Again, 
he  would  point  out  that  if  a  company 
elected  to  proceed    by   Bill    instead  of 
Provisional     Order,    it    was     only    Wr 
that  they  should  be  brought  under  the 
same    Standing    Orders    of    the    Houae 
as    those    that  regulated  tramway  com- 
panies, under  which  the   consent  of  the 
local    authority    must     be     obtained  jf 
procedure   by    Bill  was   adopted.    Th» 
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was    a  matter  of  infinite  importance    in  ; 
local     government.       Local     authorities 
supplied  electricity  themselves,  and  there  ! 
was  no  valid   reason    why   their   streets  ■ 
should  be  under  anv   other  jurisdiction  ' 
than   themselves.      ft   had   l>een   argued  ! 
that    these    large    means    of    producing ' 
electricity    were     Inmeficial.      Electrical  ; 
experts,  *  however,    hold   that  l>eyond  a  ■ 
certain   point  of   capacity  there  was  no  ; 
a<  I  vantage  whatever  in  these  large  aggre- 
gations of  power ;  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  were  a  source  of  some   dis- 
advantages.     Then  it  was  an   evil   that , 
these   powerful  private  companies  were 
able   to    exercise  a   pressure   upon   con- 1 
sumers  which  was  at  variance  with  public  ; 
policy.     There  was  a  case  within  his  own  ; 
personal    experience    the    other  day   in  , 
which  a  large  and  powerful  company  said  ! 
to  all  its  consumers  that  they  must  submit  , 
to  take  a  changed  current  of  200  volts  ; 
or  pay   the    maximum    charge    of    8cL, 
whereas  the  current  might,  and  ought  to  : 
i»e,  supplied  at  4 id.,  as  in  the  City  of  ; 
London  and  elsewfiere:  The  local  authori- 
ties were  those  which  had  the  interests  of 
the  community  most  at  heart,  which  were 
representative  of  the  consumers,  and  which 
wera  most  disinterested  in  the  matter,  and 
their  consent  and  approval  ought  to  l»c 
« •-•quired  instead  of  being  dispensed  with 
as  was  sought  to  be  done  under  this  Bill. 

Mr.  KIMBEK  (Wandsworth)  said  that 
"11  the  reasons — if  they  could  be  called 
1"«*ason8 — given  for  the  rejection  of  this 
**ill  afforded,  in  his  view,  no  ground  for 
1  he  House  departing  from  the  ordinary 
Principle  of  referring  the  Bill  to  the  ordi- 
n- try  Committee.     None  of  the  grounds 
I>ut  before  the  House  by  the  mover  and 
^eonder  was  the  House  perfectly  com- 
petent to  discuss  ;  whereas  a  Committee 
°ovikl  proceed  to  ascertain  the  merits  of  the 
*r  hole  question.  The  House  itself  could  not 
kike  evidence  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  or 
*'-»    disprove  the  allegations  of   the  hon. 
Member  who  had  spoken,  and  it  would 
■>e  £in  intrusion  on  the  time  and  attention 
°f  the  House  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  do 
***-       It  was  said  that  one  of  the  clauses  of 
Jh*s    gin  wag  an  attempt  to  override  the 
■***•  of  the  land,  because  it  adopted  the 
Provisions  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consoli- 
dation Act  as  to  compulsory  powers  for 
**^i*ig  property.      He  did  not  see  how 
*h**t  was;  it  was  only  a  provision  to  take 
^t~H.ntage  of  a  general  Act  passed  in 
*****o  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  land 
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for  public  purposes.  The  seconder  of  the 
Amendment  suggested  that  while  seeking 
for  compulsory  power  to  take  land,  the 
company  asked  to  be  exempted  from  the 
ordinary  conditions  that  if  they  wanted 
one  piece  of  land  they  must  take  the  whole. 
But  that  was  a  matter  of  detail  which 
the  Committee  could  best  deal  with. 
There  were  an  ample  number  of  pre- 
cedents given  by  the  House  in  Acts  of 
Parliament  passed  in  former  years  in 
which  this  exemption  was  granted ;  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  exemption  should 
not  l>e  allowed  in  this  case.  But  even  if 
there  were  no  precedents,  the  Committee 
might  be  trusted  to  do  its  duty.  Another 
point  taken  was  that  the  Bill  exempted 
the  company  from  the  obligation,  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Act  of  1892,  to  render 
separate  accounts  for  each  undertaking, 
but  when  the  Bill  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee, if  sufficient  reason  was  not  given 
why  the  company  should  not  render 
separate  accounts  for  each  undertaking, 
the  Committee  could  impose  that  con- 
dition. Then  there  was  an  objection  that 
power  should  be  given  to  the  company  to 
nreak  up  the  streets  in  intervening  dis- 
tricts. At  the  first  blush,  that  did  strike 
one  as  being  a  little  strong ;  but  Parlia- 
ment, in  its  wisdom,  had  already  granted 
such  power  to  private  undertakings,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  identical  facilities 
should  not  be  given  in  this  case,  so  that 
the  undertaking  could  be  carried  out  in 
the  most  economical  fashion  and  on  the 
most  approved  system.  At  all  events, 
whether  this  jjower  was  right  or  not,  it 
was  a  matter  which  would  get  equal 
justice  from  the  Committee  as  from  the 
House.  He  asked  the  House  to  pass 
the  Order  for  the  Second  Reading  and 
allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  the  Committee. 

.Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  that  as  a  re- 
presentative of  what  was  called  by  the  Bill 
an  "intervening  district,"  he  wished  to  say 
a  few  words  in  support  of  the  hon.  Mcm- 
Ihits  forBcthnal  Green  and  South  Islington. 
It  was  a  matter  of  regret  to  him  that  this 
Bill  had  been  put  down  for  that  day,  and 
that  it  could  not  have  been  postponed 
until  after  the  decision  of  the  House 
on  other  Bills  which  raised  the  same 
principle  and  which  came  on  next 
Thursday.  This  Bill  raised  the  question 
of  intervening  areas,  which  was  a  vital 
matter  that  the  House  of  Commons  ought 
|  to  closely  safeguard.  If  a  local  authority 
I  came  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  get 
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power  to   supply  electricity,  it  was   con- 
fined to  its  statutory  area,  and  very  pro- 
perly  too.      And   if  a  private   company 
came  to  the  House  and  asked  for  powers 
to  override  the  general  law,  and  to  break 
up   the  streets  of  a  district  which  they 
were  not  going  to  supply  with   electric 
light — all  for  the   profit  of  the    private 
company  and  at  the  expense  of  the  rate- 
payers  of    that    area, — then  that  was   a 
principle    the    House    ought  to   oppose. 
Another  objection  was  that  a  conference 
of  the  local  authorities  of  London  had 
met  and  decided  with  unanimity  that  the 
Bill  was  against  the  general  interests  of 
the  highways  and  streets  administration. 
Last  year  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of    Commons   threw   out   the    Bill,   and 
would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it, 
because  it  invaded  the  principles  which 
had  been  laid  down  with  respect  to  areas. 
The   Bill   sought    power   to  pull    down 
workmen's  houses,  but  its  housing  scheme 
was  very  defective  and  did  not  comply 
with  the  Standing  Orders.     He   further 
objected  to  the  Bill  because  it  sought  to 
abstract   water   from    the   river   Wandle 
(which  never  had  as  much   water  as  it 
should  have)  and  was  against  the  interests 
of  the  taxpayers.    There  was  not  a  single 
clause  in  the  Bill  about  the  failure  of 
electric  lighting  which  had  taken  place. 
Recently  there  had  been  in  Marylebone,  , 
Kensington,  and  Westminster  a  deficiency  ; 
of  electric  light  supply,  and  there  was  no  j 
remedy    as  against  the  company.     The  : 
House  ought  not  to  allow  any  electric  light  I 
Bill  to  go  through,  unless  there  was  some  ! 
protection  for  the  electric  light  consumer  j 
in  the  event  of  the  electric  supply  failing.  | 
If  the  company  got  the  powers  asked  for,  ! 
it  would  use  them  in  the  most  arbitrary  ; 
fashion.     Its  conduct  in  his  own  district  j 
had    been    referred  to   by  Lord   Justice  J 
Vaughan  Williams  as  "  lawless  and  high- 1 
handed."  I 


*Mr.  MARKS  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's)  said  that  in  November  the 
new  municipal  bodies  would  come  into  ex- 
istence. Great  things  had  been  hoped  of 
the  new  bodies,  and  not  the  least  of  them 
had  reference  to  electric  lighting  and 
electric  power  facilities.  The  question  of 
electric  lighting  had  lately  occupied  a 
great  measure  of  public  attention.  In 
many  districts  applications  had  been  made 
to  take  over  the  electric  light  and  power 
plants  as  part  of  the  municipal  under- 
taking, and  facilities  had  been  afforded 

Mr,  John  Burns. 


!  for  doing  that  where  the  electric  light  and 
!  power  plants  had  been  purely  local  con- 
I  cerns.     Obviously  a  new  difficulty  would 
|  be  introduced  into  the  matter  if  the  local 
plants  were  to  be  amalgamated,  and  the 
municipal   authorities   had   to   deal,    not 
with  a  local  concern,  but  with  one  great 
amalgamation.    He  could  not  entirely  free 
his  mind  from  the  suspicion  that  one  of 
the  underlying  motives  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  was  to  "  head  off"  municipal  com- 
petition. To  some  extent  he  was  justified  in 
that  view  by  the  fact  that  in  many  districts 
in  the   East  of  London    companies   had 
obtained  powers  and  had  gone  no  further. 
As  the  new  municipalities  would  blossom 
forth  in  November,  he  urged  upon  the 
House    not    to   allow   this   company  to 
create  an    amalgamation    which     would 
make  the  acquisition  of  electric  plants  by 
local  authorities  more  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible.    In  his  opinion  the  new  munici- 
pal governments  would,  if  given  a  fair 
chance,   be  able    to    establish  a    useful, 
economical,  and  possibly  profitable,  local 
electric  plant,   and   he   hoped   that  the 
House  would  allow  the  Bill  to  go  over  at 
any  rate  for  the  present. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  said  he  had  no  interest  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  urged  that  the  Bill  should 
be  thrown  out  because  a  Bill  for  general 
electric  powers  had  been  thrown  out  bwt 
year.  In  last  year's  Bill  he  took  some 
interest.  Great  objections  were  enter- 
tained to  it  by  municipalities  because 
powers  were  given  to  the  company  to  use 
compulsory  powers  in  areas  in  which  the 
municipalities  had  already  set  up  their 
electric  light.  That  was  a  very  different 
thins  from  the  present  Bill,  which  simply 
sought  to  extend  the  powers  already 
granted  to  the  company.  The  head  and 
front  of  the  Bill's  offence  was  that  it 
desired  to  take  power  to  carry  its  mains 
through  districts  which  had  an  electric 
system  of  their  own.  It  did  not  seek  to 
compete  with  local  municipalities.  Hi* 
Bill  differed  from  other  Bills  that  had 
been  before  the  House  in  that,  in  addition 
to  electricity  for  the  purpose  of  lighting, 
it  embraced  electricity  for  the  purpose « 
motive  power.  He  ventured  to  suggest 
that  the  House  should  not  refuse  the 
Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.)**1 
his  name  appeared  on  the  Bill,  although 
he  was  not  interested  in  the  company 
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promoting  the  Bill.     He  did  not  know 
that   he  should  have  risen   but  for  the 
remark  which  fell  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Battcrsea  when  he  said  the  company 
was  coming  to  the  House  to  over-ride  the 
decision  of  Parliament.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber   spoke    of    this    company  as    being 
desirous  to  break  up  the  streets  of  dis- 
tricts which  it  had  no  power  to  supply 
with  energy  or  electric  light.   During  last 
session  two  electric  lighting    companies 
obtained  Bills  which  gave  them  power  to 
pass    through    districts    to    which  they 
were    not    authorised    to    supply     light 
or  energy.    This  particular  company  sup- 
plied districts  on  the  north  and  south  of 
the  Thames,  and  they  were  not  able  to  get  . 
from  one  district  to  another  without  going  I 
to   Parliament  for  powers.     The  conse- 1 
quence  was  the^r  were  obliged  to  establish 
generating  stations,  and  were  not  able  to  , 
economise  in  the  way  they  desired  in  the 
interests  of  the  public.     The  Bill  only 
facilitated    the  distribution    of    electric 
energy  in  districts  in  respect  of    which 
Provisional   Orders  had   been   obtained. 
They  would  not  interfere  with  any  right 
or  power  possessed  by  any  municipality 
or  local  body.     As  to  the  desirability  of 
local  authorities  supplying  electric  light 
or  energy,  they  would  have  been  in  dark- 
ness still  if  electric  lighting  had  been  left 
to  local  bodies,  and  it  was  owing  to  the  ( 
enterprise  of  these  companies  that  they 
now  possessed  so  good  a  light.     Athough  ; 


,  it  was  true  that  this  Bill  was  thrown  out 
!  last  year  by  the  Committee,  that  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  reject  the  Second 
Reading.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  depart  from  its  usual  custom  of  giving 
the  company  a  chance  of  stating  their 
case  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  this  Bill  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  one  introduced 
last  session,  therefore  he  thought  they 
were  entitled  to  have  some  indication  of 
the  views  of  the  Government  on  this 
measure.  This  Bill  contained  identically 
the  same  principle  as  that  dealt  with  in 
the  very  much  larger  and  far-reaching 
measure  which  would  have  to  be  discussed 
when  they  came  to  deal  with  the  Bill  for 
generating  electricity.  That  was  a  prin- 
ciple which  the  House  ought  to  decide 
before  adopting  this  Bill.  He  did  not 
think  they  ought  to  do  anything  which 
would  handicap  the  new  municipalities 
about  to  be  formed.  This  company  would 
never  have  been  given  powers  upon 
previous  occasions  if  the  House  had 
thought  they  were  endeavouring  to  set 
up  a  large  monopoly  and  establishing  a 
great  rival  to  local  authorities.  Under 
the  circumstances  he  hoped  the  House 
would  reject  this  Bill,  in  order  that  the 
general  question  might  be  considered. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  105 ;  Noes, 
147.     (Division  List  No.  41.) 


{ 


Aird,  John 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arcbdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Bainbiidge,  Emerson 
-Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarrea,  Lord 
-Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Krnea,  Frederic  Gorell 
:Bemch.IU.Hon.W.WB(Hant8. 
.Bill,  Charles 
-Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Donsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
4fewlen,Capf  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
^owleff.T.  GibsonfKing'sLynn 
Cj^endtrfi.V.C.  W  (DerbysVe] 
« *ecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
ITuunberlain,  J.  An*ten(  Worc'r 
^^oddington,  Sir  William 
Cotfhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Pollings,  kL  Hon.  Jesse 
CoWml^SirJohnChaTleeReaay 
Colston,  Chat.  Bdw,  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Opsss,  Herbert  a  (Bolton) 


AYES. 

Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  Fred.  D. 
Douglats  Rt.  Hon.  A.   Akers- 
Dvke,  Rt.  Hon.Sir\Villiam  H. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Far  dell.  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson,  RtHnSir J.  ( Manc'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Rolwrt  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gilhat,  John  Saunders 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Hamilton.  Rt  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hill,Rt  Hn.  A.Staveley  (Staffs 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessef,Cap tain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 


Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
I^afone,  Alfred 
Lawrence,  Sir  EDurning-(Corn 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesliam 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Meysey-Ttiompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Deptford 
M  urray,  RtHn  Al  J  raham  ( Bute 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  (Da'lingt'n 
Phillpotts,  CaptainArthur 
Pilkington,  Rich(  Lanes  N  ewt'  n 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Quilter,  Sir  Cnthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  C. 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.(  Hartlepool 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Round,  James 
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Runcimnn,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 


•COMMONS] 

1  Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchnrch)  . 

i  Sniith,JamesParker(Lanarksh  ; 

Strutt,  Hon,  Charles  Hedley    ' 

I  Sturt,  Hon.  H.  N  airier  ( 

.  Tomlinson,  Wm.  Euw.  Murray  i 

I  Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  i 

Webster,  Sir  Richard  E.  i 

Wentworth,  Bruce  0.  Vernon-  ' 


Petitions 


1080 


Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birra. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  RtHnRR.  (Bath> 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Tellers    for  the   Ayes— 

Mr.     Boulnois     and     Mr. 

Kiml>er. 


Abraham,  \Yilliani(Cork,N.  E. 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allhusen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asquith,Rt.  Hn Herbert  Henry 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
1  laker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bhowriaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddulphT  Michael 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Bryoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Ban nerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  R.F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (GlasgV 
Cornwallis,FiennesStanleyW. 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  P.  Hugh 
Dalziel,  .James  Henry 
Davies.  M.  Vaugrhan-(Cardig'n) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Douglas,  Chas.  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Dnige,  Geoffrey 
Dunoon i be,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fator.  George  Denison 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 


NOES. 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Garfit,  William 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Harcourt,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Joicev,  Sir  James 
Kearfey,  Hudson  E. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.  ( Acerington 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swan. 
Ixmgh,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Maedona,  John  Cumming 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey- Main  waring,  HnW.F. 
Mellor,Rt,  Hon.  J.  W.  (Yorks. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Milbank,SirPowrttChas.John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  "Sir  Frederick  George 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  James(\Vicklow,W. 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Pilkington,SirGeA(LancflSW^ 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Rol)ert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgb 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward* 
Purvis,  Robert 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfonl 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Tlireshie 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiglia.> 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee 
Rollitt,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Liinehotue> 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh> 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarshire* 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Ed.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Steadman,  William  Cliarles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath)      4 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E>  -^ 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.S 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE(Tauntoir  -* 
Whitely,  George  (Stockport)  < 
Williams,  J  ohn  Uarvell  ( Notts.     —  - 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norfo!k)   * 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson, Jos.  H.  ( Middlesbrough    * ' 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tkllkrs  for  the  Noes— Mr.     - 

Pickersgill  and  Mr.  Gallo-     — 

way. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  oft"  for  six  months. 


(  H  KISTCH i: KCH,    BOU HN EMOUTH, 
AND  WINTON  TRAMWAYS. 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select  | 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders.  | 


LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  General  Goldsworthy  and  Mr.  J. 

Samuel.  

PETITIONS. 


COMPANIES    BILL. 


Petition  from  Bolton  (Lancashire),  for 
alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LOCAL   AUTHORITIES'    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Millom  (two) 
and  Workington  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    BILL. 
Petitions  in    favour;    from    Lochore; 
Holbrook ;    Staveley ;    Hightown   Liver- 
sedge;  Tibshelf  ;  Blackwell ;  Lye ;  Cradley 
Park  ;    White  Heath ;   Hanley  Deep  Pit ; 
Hanley  (three) ;   Longton  (two) ;   Berry 
Hill ;  \Sandford  Hill;    Fenton  ;    Snoyd  ; 
Grange  ;  Race  Course  Pit ;  Point  of  Ayr ; 
Cannock  Chase  (five) ;  Altham  ;  Marlpool ; 
Alva  ;  Swanwick ;  Alfreton  ;  Birchwood  ; 
B.   Winning;     Old   Coppice;    Leacroft; 
Conduit     (two) ;     Wimbfebury ;     Wood- 
thorpe  ;  Waverley  ;  Cannock  and  Rugeley 
Nunnery;    Alloa;    Devon;   Tillicoultry; 
<and  Clackmannan  Collieries ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

*>OOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,   1846. 

Petition  from  Lismore  and  Appin,  for 
Alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  J 

3SALE     OF     INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
TO    CHILDREN    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Cornsay  Colly ; 
C^andport ;  and  Haslingden ;  to  lie  upon  ' 
*>he  Table. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR. 
Petition  from  Bristol,  for  cessation  of 
hostilities ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE)  \ 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Yorkshire  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  in  favour ; 
t>o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 
Petitions   in   favomr ;  from    Bathgate  ; 
and  Froine  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS*   REPORTS,   ETC. 


MANUSCRIPTS     OF    THE    HOUSE    OF 
LORDS,  VOLUME  I.  (NEW  SERIES).       i 

Paper  [communicated  23rd  February] 
**>  I*  printed.  [No.  72.]  i 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE.    ! 

Account    presented,   of   Receipts   and  ' 

■Expenditure  of  the  Paymaster  General  on  I 

•ehalf  of  the  Smpreme  Court  of  Judica- 1 


('  ture  in  respect  of  the  Funds  of  Suitors  of 
!  the  Court  in  the  year  ended  28th  Fe1>- 
I  ruary,    1899,    and    of    Account    of    the 

National   Debt    Commissioners    for    the 

same  period  in  respect  of  Funds  held  by 
I  them  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
I  Judicature,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comp- 
!  troller  and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by 

Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

printed.  [No.  73.] 

SUPERANN  UATIONS. 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  20th  February,  1900,  declaring  that 
for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  post  of  Headmaster  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Art,  professional  or  other 
peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be 
acquired  in  the  Public  Service  are  requi- 
site [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA    FISHERIES    REGULATION 
ACT,    1888. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act,  for  uniting  the  Lancashire 
and  Western  Sea  Fisheries  Districts,  to- 
gether with  Report  by  Inspector  on  In- 
quiry [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies    presented,  of   Diplomatic   and 
Consular   reports,    Annual   Series,    Nos. 
2,383  to  2,385   [by    Command];    to   lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
County  of  Durham). — Return  relative 
thereto  [ordered  14th  February;  Mr. 
Grant  Jjawson] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  74.] 

FOREIGN  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Monthly  Accounts 
relating  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
certain  foreign  countries  and  British 
possessions,  No.  I."-  -(Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly :  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
75.] 


QUESTIONS. 

SOUTH   AFRICAN  WAR -NEWS  FROM 
THE     FRONT. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Can  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  give 
the  House  any  fresh  news  from  the  seat 
of  war? 
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The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- : 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  ; 
E.) :  I  have  no  news  except  that  already  : 
in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 

HOYAL  PATRIOTIC  FUND  COMMITTEE,  j 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  AV.) :  j 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- ' 
sury  whether  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee about  to  inquire  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Royal  Patriotic  and  other 
funds  will  be  conducted  in   public,   and 
will  be  open  to  the  representatives  of  the 
press. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  This  is  a 
matter  which  must  be  left  to  the  Com- 
mittee, as  such  matters  are  always  left  to 
committees,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  desire  secrecy  as  regards  their 
proceedings. 

TOTAL    CASUALTIES    TO    DATE. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  state  approxi- 
mately the  number  of  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded  up  to  the  present 
time  in  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  also 
the  number  of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of 
the  Boers. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
rag  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  :  In  the 
absence  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  the  questions  addressed 
to  him  to-day.  The  total  casualties  re- 
ported up  to  24th  February  are  as 
follows :    - 

Officers.  &  Men8Total- 

Killed 161  1,490  '     1,651 

Wounded         494  5,795        6,289 

Missing  ami  Prisoners     133  2,669        2,802 


Total 


788        9,954       10,742 


Delagoa  Bay,  but  that  such  transhipment 
is  freely  taking  place  in  German  steamers 
to  the  detriment  of  English  vessels; 
whether  a  British  shipowner  who  engaged 
with  a  neutral  to  carry  wool,  the  pro- 
perty of  a  neutral  trader,  from  Delagoa 
Bay  to  Port  Natal  would  be  contravening 
the  proclamation  above  referred  to ;  ana 
whether  any  fresh  instructions  will  be 
issued  to  the  commandant  at  Port  Natal. 

♦The      UNDER     SECRETARY      of 
STATE    for     FOREIGN     AFFAIRS 
i  (Mr.      Brodrick,    Surrey,     Guildford) : 
,  The  proclamation  prohibiting  British  sub- 
jects from  trading  with  the  enemy  docs 
1  not  affect  neutral  ships.      The   question 
whether  any  particular  act  amounts  to 
trade    with    tne   enemy    by    a    British 
:  subject  must    be   decided  in  accordance 
|  with   the  circumstances  of  each  case  as 
I  it  arises.     It   does   not  appear  that  any 
■  fresh  instructions  to.  the  commandant  of 
Port  Natai  are  necessary. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
trade  in  wool  with  Delagoa  Bay  is  uit- 
diminished,  and  that  the  only  effect  of  the 
proclamation  is  to  transfer  that  trade  from 
English  to  German  ships. 

♦Mr.    BRODRICK:    I   must    ask    for 
notice  of  that  question. 

TASMANIAN   CONTINGENT— HEROISM 
OF  CORPORAL  WHITELEY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State- 
for  War  whether  Corporal  Whiteley,  ofc 
the  Tasmanians,  serving  in  South  Africa 
bravely  rescued  a    dismounted  comrac^^ 
under  heavy  fire,  and  brought  him  safe^  y 
out    of    danger;    and  whether    he    k^^u» 
been    recommended     for    the    Victoo^a 
Cross  ;  and  if  not  whether  his  commaiv<j- 
ing  officer  will  be  asked  to  report  on  V*is 
conduct. 

♦Mr.  J.    POWELL- WILLIAMS:     ^o 
report  or  recommendation  on  this  ma*>t>er 


PROCLAMATIONS  AGAINST  BRITISH 
SUBJECTS  TRADING  WITH  THE 
ENEMY. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  fact  that  the  Royal  Proclamation 
warning  British  subjects  against  trading 
with  the  burghers  of  the  Transvaal  Re- 
public has  not  had  the  practical  effect  of 
stopping  the  transhipment  of  wool  from  j  of  your  colonial  friends. 


has  as  yet    been    received   from    l»ord 
Roberts. 

1      Mr.  PATRICK   O'BRIEN:   Will    *he 
hon.   Gentleman   answer  the    last    p*»ja' 
I  graph  of  the  question. 

Hon.  Members  :  No,  no ! 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  He  id  <>m 
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♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  have 
said  that  no  report  of  this  alleged  act  has 
been  received. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Will  the 
hon.  Gentleman  kindly  read  the  ques- 
tion ?     I  ask  if  he  will  call  for  a  report. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  No, 
Sir,  the  matter  is  one  which  rests  entirely 
with  the  commanding  officer. 


VACCINATION  OF  SOLDIERS  AGAINST 
EN  TERIC  DISEASE. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  a  supply  of 
anti-typhoid  lymph  for  vaccination  is 
placed  on  l>oara  all  transports  conveying 
troops  to  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  Anti- 
enteric  vaccine  is  placed  on  board  all 
transports  proceeding  to  South  Africa. 


TRACTION  ENGINES  FOR  THE  FRONT. 
Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  ordering  more 
traction  engines  with  hauling  gear  to 
hoist  guns  on  difficult  positions:  and 
whether  the  traction  engines  now  in  use 
are  armoured. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Trac- 
tion engines  with  very  powerful  hauling 
gear  have  been  ordered  in  addition  to 
those  already  in  South  Africa.  Some  will 
be  armoured. 


It  E- ENLISTMENT  —  "  ROYAL   RESERVE 
BATTALIONS."  I 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to  j 
n^ik  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
^v-hether  he  can  say  if  the  recent  expres- 
sion of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen's  desire 
that  Her  Majesty's  old  soldiers  wrould  re- 
order Her  Majesty's  service  applies  to 
m«n  of  all  ages  and  ranks  :  and,  if  not, 
^v-liether  he  will  state  the  limit  of  age  or 
o  receptions  of  rank. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLI  A  MS  :   They 

TOxist  be  on   the   date   hi    re-enlistment 

between    the   ages   of    twenty-two    and 

forty-five.     These  particulars  were  fully 

given  in  the  notice  that  has  been  issued. 


ARMY  VETERINARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Caitain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
can  state  whether  as  many  as  eighty 
civilian  veterinary  surgeons  have  been 
engaged  by  the  military  authorities  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  South  Africa  ; 
whether  any  commission  has  been  gazetted 
in  the  Army  Veterinary  Department  for 
nearly  a  year  ;  and  whether  there  are 
now  twelve  vacancies  for  which  there  are 
no  candidates  ;  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, will  he  consider  the  advisability 
of  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  officers  of 
the  Army  Veterinary  Department  by 
placing  them  on  the  same  footing  as  re- 
j  gards  military  titles  with  all  other  non- 
combatant  branches  of  the  service. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Eighty 
civilian  veterinary  surgeons  have  been 
temporarily  engaged  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  There  are  at  the  present 
moment  twelve  vacancies  in  the  Army 
Veterinary  Department.  The  conditions 
of  service,  in  the  Veterinary  Department 
are  under  consideration. 


INTERVIEWS    AT    THE  WAR  OFFICE. 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  (Lincolnshire, 
Gainsliorough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
aware  that  officers,  irrespective  of  rank  or 
service,  applying  personally  to  see  the 
Military  Secretary  or  his  Assistant  Mili- 
tary Secretary  with  a  view  to  employment 
in  South  Africa,  are  refused  an  interview, 
and  that  the  messengers  have  orders  not 
to  take  the  cards  of  officers  so  applying 
to  either  of  these  officials  ;  and  can  he 
I  arrange  for  some  modification  of  this 
I  refusal  to  grant  interviews,  in  view  of  the 
!  deficiencies  of  officers  in  South  Africa. 


*Mit.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  The 
number  of  officers  applying  for  inter- 
views writh  the  Military  Secretary  and 
Assistant  Military  Secretary  at  a  time 
like  the  present  is  such  that  if  these 
officials  were  to  grant  interviews  in  all 
cases  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
attend  to  their  duties,  which  already 
occupy  their  time  very  fully.  In  ordinary 
cases  the  objects  of  the  applications  can 
be  stilted  without  difficulty  in  writing. 
The  statement  that  messengers  have 
orders  not  to  take  the  cards  of  officers 
applying  personally  to  either  of  these 
officials  is  not  correct. 
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BRITISH  AND  BOER  ARTILLERY. 

*Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  further  information  of  the 
arrival  of  fresh  guns  in  South  Africa 
enables  him  to  give  any  further  details  to 
the  House  of  the  respective  number  of 

funs   in   use   by   the   British   and   Boer 
orces. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I  do 
not  think   that  I  should  be   justified  in 

fiving  the  information  for  which  the  hon. 
_f  ember  a9ks. 

♦Mr.  BAINBRIDGE:  1  have  only 
asked  for  a  correction  of  the  information 
which  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  gave  to  the  House  three  weeks  ago. 

UNDRESS  L'XIFORMS. 
Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  disadvantages  of 
bright-coloured  uniforms  on  active  service 
as  shown  in  the  present  South  African 
campaign,  the  War  Office  would  consider 
the  desirability  of  issuing  to  the  troops  in 
England,  Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volun- 
teers now  clothed  in  scarlet,  an  undress 
uniform  available  for  active  service  of 
khaki  or  grey  or  some  similar  colour. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Yes, 
Sir. 

POSTAL    CHARGES    ON    GIFTS    TO 
TROOPS    AT    THE    FRONT. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg;  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
heavy  parcel  post  charges  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  namely,  a  minimum  of  9d. 
per  pound ;  and  whether  he  will  en- 
deavour to  make  a  reduction  in  the  case 
of  the  small  parcels  of  comforts  for  the 
troops  in  South  Africa  which  are  trans- 
mitted by  their  relatives  during  the  war. 

Tire  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  No  general  reduction  in  tho  parcel 
postage  rates  to  South  Africa  can  be 
effected  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Capo  Government,  by  whom  the  sea 
service  is  provided ;  but  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  is  considering  whether  any 


additional  facilities  can  be  afforded  for  the 
transmission  of  parcels  addressed  to  the 
troops  serving  at  the  front. 

VOLUNTEER  RIFLE  RANGES. 
LlEUTENANT-COLONEL  PRYCE-JONES 

(Montgomery  Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  Government  have  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  hand  intended  to  be 
spent  on  the  construction  of  rifle  ranges 
available  for  Volunteer  practice ;  if  so, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is  a  suit- 
able site  at  Machynlleth,  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  and  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  secure  the  same ;  and  whether 
the  Government  are  prepared  to  allocate 
a  portion  of  the  above  sum  to  the  pur- 
chase of  this  site  and  construction  of  a 
rifle  range  thereon. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  A 
considerable  sum  of  money  is  being  pro- 
videed  to  assist  Volunteer  corps  in  the 
provision  of  ranges.  Nothing  is  known 
at  the  War  Office  of  the  site  referred  to, 
but  the  General  Officer  Commanding  will 
be  requested  to  furnish  a  report. 

VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS'  OUTFIT 
GRANTS. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  PRYCE-JONES: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  seeing 
that  the  uniform  grant  to  Volunteer 
officers  barely  covers  half  the  cost  of  full 
uniform,  the  Government  is  prepared  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  increasing  the 
grant. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :   The^ 
allowance  of  £20  to  Volunteer  officers  for—  ■ 
outfit  was  only  intended  to  be  a  grant  in  -a 
aid  and  not  to  cover  the  total  expendi — 
ture. 

CADET  CORPS. 
Mk.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR :  I  beg  to  ask  z 
the   Under  Secretary  of  State   for   War    " 
whether,  out  of  existing  funds,   a  certain 
amount  could  be  allocated  to   encourage 
cadet  corps  in  schools  ;  and   whether  the 
War   Office    would   consider  the   advisa- 
bility  of  consulting  with   the  Education 
Department  with  the  view  of  introducing 
sergeants  to  teifch  boys  drill  in   all    ele- 
mentary schools. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  There 
are  no  funds  at  present  at  the  disposal  of 
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the  Secretary   of  State  for  War,  out   of  |    *Mr.  BAINBRIDGE :  Would  it  not  be 
which  money  could  bo  allocated  to  cadet    possible  to  have  the  Report  published  in 
corps.  The  suggestion  made  in  the  second  '  less  time  than  eleven  months  after  the  end 
paragraph  of   the   question  has   already  ;  of  the  year  to  which  it  refers  ? 
been  adopted. 

ROUTES  OF   SUBMARINE  CABLES. 

BROTHERHOOD  DEPRESSION    RANGE;    *Siu  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  beg  to  ask 

FINDER.  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :     I  ,  he   is   aware   that   foreign  Governments 

l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Suite  ,  prohibit   tho   publication   of    the    routes 


for  War  if  he  will  ascertain  from  the 
general  officer  commanding  the  manceu- 
vres  at  Gibraltar  last  Apnl  whether  any 
experiments  were  made  with  the  Brother 


followed  by  their  submarine  cables,  as,  for 
example,  in  one  of  the  agreements  (specifi- 
cation as  to  manufacture  of  cable)  between 
the    Societe    Gene  rale    des   Telegraphes 


hood  depression  range  finder,  and  will  I  Sous-marins  and  tho  French  Government 
he  state  the  result  of  those  experiments ; '  in  reference  to  tho  cable  between  New 
and  is  he  aware  that,  as  the  result  of  atrial  j  Caledonia  and  Queensland;  whether  our 
made  at  Gibraltar  by  permission  of  i  own  submarine  cable  lines  are  shown  on 
the  Governor,  there  were  twenty-four  i  the  Admiralty  charts,  as,  for  instance,  on 
direct  hits  out  of  twenty-seven  shots  at  i  those  of  Lisbon,  Sierra  Leone,  and 
various  ranges  at  a  moving  object.  '  Delagoa  Bay  ;  and  whether  he  will  con- 

t  rMirm  r  wrr  x  T  a  %r  .     %-      '  sider  if  it  might  be  better  in  future  cases 
♦Mr.    J.    POWELL  WILLIAMS:  \es ,  ,  to  omit  British   cables,   and   to  indicate 
Sir.     A  letter  will  be  sent  to  the  general    them   only>  according  to  tho  practice  of 
officer  commanding  at  Gibraltar  to  inquire  |  foreign  Governments,  on   special  private 
into  the  matter.  |  charts  to  be  supplied  to  the  commanders 

I  of  men-of-war. 
OKDNANCE  FACTORIES  ACCOUNTS,  j  Thb  SB0RETARy  T0  THK  AD~' 
♦Mr.  BAINBRIDGE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  MIRALTY  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim, 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  !  S.)  (for  Mr.  Goschen)  :  The  right  lion. 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  j  Baronet  is  under"  a  misapprehension  in 
difficult  to  abstract  information  from  the  ,  thinking  that  telegraph  cables  are  never 
200  pages  of  the  Annual  Accounts  of  the  j  marked  on  foreign  charts.  The  same 
Ordnance  Factories,  he  can  arrange,  for  !  principle  appears  to  govern  the  action  of 
the  year  1899-1900,  to  have  added  to  the  j  foreign  Governments  in  this  respect  as 
Ifeport  an  abstract  of  the  number  and  cost  I  has  guided  Admiralty  action  —namely, 
of  the  guns  and  other  war  material  which  that  where  there  is  more  chance  of  inter- 
Aave  been  manufactured  or  passed  through  i  ruption  from  ships  anchoring  over  the 
the  factories  in  a  completed  state.  cables  than  there  is  any  advantage  to  be 

*SlR   CHARLES    DILKE   (Gloucester-  '  ?*incd  \1}   war  by  attempting  to  conceal 

*hire,  Forest  of  Dean):  Before  the  hon.  !  the  position  of  the  cables  they  are  shown 

Oentleman  answers  this  question,  mav  I    on    he  P*?™  or  cllarts  of  W^ches  to 

**k  if  he  has  seen  the  question  of  which  ;  P°rt8/.     °n  th«    I,lans   mentioned  m  the 

*  Bent  notice  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  ■  Motion  the  cables  are  shown  for  the  above 

^Var-namely,     whether  the   Admiralty  !  reason'      Fhe  action  suggested  in  the  last 

object  to   the   re-publication  of  the  war  i  P"™*Wh  has  already  been  taken  for  such 

^aterial   figures  asked  for   by  the  hon.    statlons  as  *  aPP°ars  desirable. 

bomber,  and  which  were  published  a  few  j 

year^ai?o?  THE  NEW  FRENCH    CALEDONIA- 

"  "»"  QUEENSLAND  CABLE. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  ■  *Siu  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
***ve  no  information  on  that  point.  To  ;  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
Prepare  such  a  statement  would  add  very  ,  whether  the  attention  of  the  Colonial 
^^ch  to  the  labour  and  cost  of  preparing  Office  has  been  called  to  tho  terms  on 
**fc  account — over  300  men  are  constantly  '  which  the  New  Caledonia  -  Queensland 
^^ployed  on  the  work  already.  If  the  i  cable  was  laid  for  the  Societe  General 
**0*i.  Meml>er  requires  information  upon  des  Telegraphes  Sous  -  marins  by  the 
^?y  specific  point,  I  will  do  my  best  to  Societe  General  des  Telephones  :  and 
^^tain  it  for  him.  whether    the    agreement     between     the 
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companies  purports  to  place  relations  with 
the  public  at  the  Queensland  end  of  the 
cable  under  regulations  made  by  the 
French  Ministry  of  the  Marine,  and 
shows  the  French  Submarine  Cable  Com- 
pany to  l>e  bound  to  act  in  confonnity 
with  the  directions  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  all  matters  which  concern 
connections  with  other  lines,  the  company 
being  bound  to  have  none  but  French 
directors. 

Mr.  BRODKICK  (for  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain) :  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  arrangement  between  the 
Societe  General  dcs  Telcgraphes  Sous- 
marins  and  the  Societe  General  des  Tele- 
phones, but  the  conditions  mentioned  in 
the  hon.  Member's  question  were  laid 
down  in  the  French  law  of  1  tf  93,  under 
which  the  establishment  of  the  cable  was 
authorised. 


INFLAMMAJtLK   MATERIAL    <>N    WAR 
SHIPS. 

Mr.  PRO  VAX!)  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars): 
I  beg  to  ask  the;  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  when  re-commission- 
ing vessels  built  previous  to  1898,  all  in- 
flammable woodwork  fittings  will  be 
replaced  by  others  which  are  non-in- 
flammable. 


Mr.     MACARTNEY:    No,     Sir 
could  not  be  done. 


it 


COLONIAL  LOANS. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
state  what  colonies  up  to  the  present 
time  have  received  loans  under  the 
Colonial  Loans  Act,  1899  :  what  amount 
has  been  lent  in  each  case  ;  and  in  which 
cases,  if  any,  interest  exceeding  2|  per 
cent,  per  annum  has  been  fixed. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  J.  Chamrer- 
lain)  :  No  advances  have  as  yet  actually 
been  made  under  the  Act  of  last  session ; 
but  agreements  have  been  come  to,  under 
which  Mauritius  and  Seychelles  will  re- 
ceive the  amounts  specified  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Act,  Jamaica  £348,000, 
Barbados  and  St.  Vincent  the  sums,  less 
than  those  given  in  the  schedule,  which 
may  be  actually  required  to  be  lent  to 
planters  at  2 J  per  cent.  ;  Cvprus 
£60,000  at  :\  per  cent.,  and  £354,000  at 
3{  per  cent,     in  the  case  of  the  other 


colonies,  and  of  the  balance  of  the  loan 
;  authorised  to  be  made  to  Jamaica,  no  final 
i  arrangements  have  as  yet  been  made. 
I 
,      WEST  INDIES-SUGAR  BOUNTIES. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  has  had  complaints  lately  from 
the  West  Indies ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  planters  are  being  ruined  owing  to 
the  sugar  bounties  which  are  given  by 
foreign  nations ;  and  whether  any  legis- 
lation may  be  expected  shortly  to  counter 
,  act  these  disadvantages. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain) :  For  years  past  there  have  been 
constant  complaints  from  or  on  behalf  of 
:  the  West  Indies  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
l>ounty  system    on  the    sugar   industry  _ 
The   condition  of   things  has   lately  im- 
proved owing  to  the  countervailing  duties  * 
imposed  by  the  Government  of  the  Unites 
States. 

DESTITUTE   ALIENS   AT  GIBRALTAR 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye): 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  t^H 
Colonies  what  steps  have  been  taken  Mrr. 
the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  to  enforce  t^ft 

:  statutory  powers  conferred  upon  him  ^oi 
the  exclusion  of  destitute  aliens  from  t-"fce 
town     and    garrison  of    Gibraltar;  h«oir 
many  licences  were  granted  in  the  year 
1899  to  aliens  applying  for  permission  ta 
reside  within  the  fortress  ;  whether  any 
recommendations    were     made     by   the 
Gibraltar  Committee  in   1898  with  refer- 
ence to  this  subject  in   connection  with 
overcrowding  and  sanitary  reform;  and 

;  what  are  the  objections  to  communicating 
to  the  House  a  summary  of  the  general 
conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Committee,  ■. 
omitting  all  reference  to  any  recommenda- 
tions relating  to  armaments  and  defence 
works. 

;      Mr.  BRODKICK  (for  Mr.  J.  ChaMBBR- 

lain)  :  The  provisions  of  the  aliens  Order 

i  in  Council  are  strictly  enforced.    Pernute 

i  of  residence  to  aliens  are  only  granted  on 

I  the  application  of  a  respectable  inhabitant, 

|  who  is  responsible  if  the  alien  is  incapable 

j  of  maintaining  himself.      In  1899,  3,820 

=  permits  were  issued  and  3,240  given  up. 

On  31st  December  last  there  were  2,83* 

persons  living  in  the  fortress  on  permit, 

and   364   in   the  bay.     The   Commit^ 

'  made  no  recommendation  except  that  wj* 

■  law  should  continue  to  be  strictly  enforced' 
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It  would  be  undesirable  to  give  the  con- 
clusions of  the  Committee  without  giving 
their  report,  which,  as  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  Member,  is  con- 
fidential. 

BRITISH  CENTRAL  AFRICA— HUT  TAX. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  will  state  the  cost  of  collection  of  hut 
tax  in  the  British  Central  Africa  Pro- 
tectorate in  the  year  1898-9,  when  the 
tax  amounted  to  £12,648,  as  compared 
with  1897-8,  when  the  tax  collected  was 
£8,083  ;  and  is  the  tax  paid  in  the  form 
of  labour  or  otherwise  ;  if  in  labour,  how 
many  days'  service  are  enforced,  and  what 
is  the  amount  of  tax  per  head. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  (1)  It  is  difficult  to 
say  what  the  cost  of  the  collection  of  this 
tax  is.  The  staff  of  assistants,  who  are 
charged  amongst  other  duties  with  that  of 
collecting  the  tax,  was  raised  in  1898  by 
four,  the  commencing  salary  being  £150. 
(2)  Hut  tax  regulations  were  published 
in  the  British  Central  Africa  Gazette  of 
August  20th,  1894.  The  tax  is  fixed  at 
3«.  for  each  hut,  payable  in  sterling  coin  | 
«m  the  31st  December.  In  cases  of  j 
necessity  the  collector  may  accept  any 
^Marketable  stock  or  produce  in  lieu  of 
<^oin.  The  regulations  do  not  touch 
lalxmr  in  any  form. 

NPAXISH  -  AMERICAN  WAR  —  RE- 
PORTED BRITISH  SALE  OF  AMMUNI- 
TION TO  SPAIN  IN  1898. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
V.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has 
seen  the  statement  made  some  days  ago 
in  the  Senate  at  Madrid  by  the  Spanish 
-Minister,  Senor  Silvela,  to  the  effect  that 
T>efore  the  war  with  the  United  States  in 
1898  the  British  Government  had  con- 
sented to  let  Spain  have  8,500  shells 
Avhich  had  been  manufactured  at  the 
^Maxim  factory  in  Plasencia,  Biscay ;  and 
whether  Spain  accepted  the  offer ;  and, 
if  not,  can  he  state  what  has  become  of 
t;he  sheik 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  have  not  seen  the 
statement.     There   is  no  record  of  it  at 
"the  War  Office. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  Will  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  inquire,  as  the 
Stawiortf  has  declared  that  the  statement 
'Wag  made  in  the  Senate  at  Madrid  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


ASIATIC  TURKEY-ATTACK  ON 
I     BRITISH   VICE-CONSUL  AT  SIDON. 

|  Mr.  STEVENSON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
i  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
1  Affairs  whether  he  has  any  information 
!  to  communicate  with  regard  to  the 
j  alleged  attack  upon  the  British  Vice- 
l  Consulate  at  Sidon. 

*Mr.    BRODRICK:   The   two  sons  of 

the     Vice-Consul     were     attacked     and 

insulted  on   the    17th   inst.     The  police 

interfered   and   protected   them    to    the 

Consulate.      The   crowd    was   dispersed, 

and  subsequently  the  Vali,  at  the  request 

of   the   Consul  (General,    sent  a  body  of 

I  gendarmes  under  their  colonel  to  investi- 

I  gate  the  matter  and  seize  the  offenders. 

I 

|  PAPERS    ON   CHINA. 

Mr.  PROVAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  when  the  next  Blue-book  will  be 
issued  containing  papers  relating  to 
China. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Papers  relating  to 
China  are  now  being  prepared,  and  will 
be  issued  as  soon  as  possible. 

BRITISH   INDIAN  REFUGEES  FROM 
THE  TRANSVAAL. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG* 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Report, 
which  he  promised  in  reply  to  a  question 
last  Tuesday  to  call  for  by  telegraph  from 
Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Lorenzo  Mar- 
ques, regarding  the  ill-treatment  of  a 
number  of  British  Indian  refugees  from 
the  Transvaal  by  the  Portuguese  military 
authorities,  and  their  compulsory  deporta- 
tion to  India  instead  of  to  their  homes  in 
Natal,  has  been  received  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  state  the  contents  of  the  Report. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  telegram  ha* 
been  received.  Her  Majesty's  Consul  re- 
ports the  Indian  refugees  lived  in  a  camp 
while  waiting  for  the  steamers  to  take 
them  away.  The  camp  was  necessarily 
guarded  by  Portuguese  soldiers.  A  person 
employed  by  the  relief  committee  lived 
for  some  time  in  the  camp,  but  reported 
no  case  of  abuse.  The  Indians  were  sent 
to  their  declared  homes,  and  none  who 
were  Natalians  were  sent  to  India.  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  adds  that  no  case  of 
proved  robbery  or  abuse  was  reported  to 
him. 
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BRITISH    COMMERCIAL 
ABROAD. 


AGENTS 


Sir  E.  T.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland) :  I  ! 
heg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  what  progress  has 
t>een  made  in  the  tentative  appointment 
•of  commercial  reporters  in  various  foreign 
centres,  in  accordance  with  the  statement 
made  to  the  House  towards  the  close  of 
.last  session. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Commercial  agents 
have  already  been  appointed  in  Russia, 
•China,  and  Central  America.  The 
appointment  of  two  more  commercial 
agents,  to  be  stationed  in  Switzerland  and 
the  United  States,  will  shortly  be  made. 

CONSTANTINOPLE    RIOTS    OF     1896— 
CLAIMS   OF   BRITISH  SUFFERERS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary   of    State   for   Foreign 
Aftairs   whether   he   is   aware   that   two 
British  mercantile  firms,  trading  at  Con- 
stantinople,   have     )>een     compelled    to 
liquidate  their  affairs  in  consequence  of 
the  financial  losses  caused  by  the  distur- 
bances and  robberies  which  took  place  at 
Stamboul,  Haskeny,  Peffc,  and  Galata  in 
August,  1 896 ;  whether  repeated  representa- 
tions have  been  made  by  the  British  Cham- 
t>er  of  Commerce  at  Constantinople  in  regard 
to  Ihe  delay  in  settling  the  claims  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects   residing  in   Turkey, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Capitulations,  ; 
•who  suffered  loss  of  property  at  the  time  ! 
of   the   massacres ;  and   what  steps   the  | 
Government   propose    to    take    for    the  ' 
purpose   of    securing    payment   of     the  \ 
claims  which  have  been  certified  as  fair  ; 
And  reasonable  by  the  British  Ambassador. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  aware  that  the  losses  . 
sustained  on  the  occasion  referred  to  have 
.caused  serious  embarrassment  to  several 
of  the  sufferers,  and  that  representations 
have  been  made  by  British  merchants  at 
Constantinople.  The  claims  have  been 
pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Porte,  and 
•will  continue  to  be  so  pressed  ;  but  Her 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  undertake 
tto  do  more  than  act  in  concert  with  other 
Powers  who  arc;  equally  concerned. 

THE  HOOLEV  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.   FLOWER  (Bradford,  \Y.) :  I  beg 

tto   ask   the    President   of   the    Board  of 

Trade    whether  he  is  aware  that  in   the 

matter  of  the  bankruptcy  of  Mr.    E.  T. 


Hooley  the  liabilities  amounted  to 
.£1,549,071,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the 
nineteen  months  during  which  the  estate 
of  the  bankrupt  has  been  mi  the  hands  of 
the  official  trustee  only  one  dividend  of 
2s.  in  the  £  has  been  paid  to  the 
creditors  ;  and  whether  he  can  state  what 
is  the  cause  in  the  delay  in  the  winding 
up  of  the  estate. 

The  PRESIDENT    of   the  BOARD 
of    TRADE    (Mr.   Ritchie,   Croydon): 
The   estate   is   not   in  the  hands   of  an 
official  trustee,  but  of  a  trustee  elected  by 
the  creditors  acting  under  a  committee 
of  inspection.     The  trustee  reports  that 
he   has   notice   of  claims   amounting   to 
£1,524,505,  but  that  he  expects  to  reduce 
them  by  rejection  to  the  extent  of  ahoat 
two-thirds.      He  explains   the  delay  in 
winding  up  the  estate  by  the  exceptional 
difficulties  attending  the  investigation  of 
these  claims,   and   by   the   necessity  of 
awaiting  favourable  opportunities  for  the 
redemption  and  sale  of  freehold  and  lease- 
hold  estates  and   other  assets    held  in 
mortgage    by    secured    creditors.     The 
mortgaged  properties  are  stated  to  haye 
ncluded    upwards    of    200   buildings  in 
course  of  erection,  some  of  which  were 
not  completed  till  last  autumn,  and  cannot 
be   advantageously   disposed  of  till  the 
spring.     The  trustee  expects  to  gazette 
notice  of  a  second  dividend  before  fiaster. 

DISCHARGES  OF  BRITISH  SAILORS 
AT  FOREIGN  PORTS. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) had  on  the  paper  the  following 
question  :  —To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can  rtate  the 
number  of  sailors  and  firemen  discharged 
from  British  registered  vessels  at  Ham- 
burg, Antwerp,  and  Rotterdam  during 
each  of  the  following  years,  *>.,  1$'» 
1898,  and  1899 ;  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  sailors  and  firemen  engaged  in 
British  vessels  at  the  same  ports  and 
during  the  same  years  ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  the  percentage  of  foreigners  so 
engaged. 

On  being  called  upon  to  put  the 
question,  the  hon.  Member  said :  I  ha™ 
received  information,  in  reply  to  this 
question,  from  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa; 
but  as  I  consider  the  matter  of  {peat 
importance,  I  should  like  to  ask  hm» 
he  is  willing  to  supply  it  in  the  shape « 
a  Return,  so  that  it  may  be  put  on  A* 
Table  for  the  benefit  of  Members  id* 
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want  to  know  the  percentage  of  foreigners  ;  provision   of  a   second  platform  at  this. 
engaged  on  Britisn  ships  in  foreign  ports,  j  station,  as   suggested  by   the   Board  of 
\r       vjrwuTi?      r™  '  Trade  inspector,  has  been  made :  and,  if 

Mr.    RITCHIE :    There    is    a  return  ;  not)  what  8t        he   iritenas  to  take   to- 
which   sets  out  clearly  the    number  «^  ,  raake  the  company  carry  out  the  recom- 
foreigners  employed  on  British  ships.     If  !  mendations. 
I  were  to  make  returns  of  all  the  informa- 1 

tion  for  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  J  Mr.  RITCHIE :  No,  Sir  ;  I  regret  to 
continually  asking  me,  I  should  be  com-  j  learn  from  the  company  that  the  directors. 
pelled  to  lay  on  the  Table  very  much  !  have  not  come  to  a  decision  as  to  the 
more  than  the  House  would  care  to  have.  '  alterations  at  the  station.  The  Board 
\t  tt  4  vpt  mi*  iitti  «j^x-  ir  t  '  cannot  compel  the  company  to  make  these 
Mr.  HA\ELOCK  WILSOIS  :  May  I,  ,  ctariiablc  alterations,  but  I  am  in  com- 

uiaiiwcr  to  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman j  munication    with    the   company   on   the 

♦Mr.    DEPUTY    SPEAKER:    Order,  ■  subject, 
order !  | 

„        w    ,  ^¥  ,^T     r„         ,,     „      ,        VIVISECTION-PHYSIOIJMMCALLAIJO- 
Mlt.    MADDISON    (Sheffield,    Bnght-  l         RATORY,     LONDON     UNIVERSITY 
side):    Will    the   right   hon.    Gentleman  I         COLLEGE. 

furnish  other  hon.  Members  with  a  copy  j  Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  the  answer,  because  we  arc  equally  j  of  Suite  for  the  Home  Department  if  he- 
interested,  although  from  a  different  point  will  state  how  often  within  the  last  two 
of  view  %  j  years  the  Physiological  Laboratory,  Uni- 

\r„  dtt^utu    t    v  n  i  i         i  '  versitv  College,  London,   has  been  visited 

-  .Mt.R^HIVIS^J,0V0,yf,0,,,ed|l.v  the  Government  innpectur  :  is  he 
indeed  to ,let  any  hon. Gentleman  whocares  j    ;         ^    M     R  E   L,    ^  BSt.    u    h(, 

for  it  to  have  a  copv  of  the  answer.     It  is  ,  r         ;   f  m     •  i         i  «.  *i  **    i  t»  I 

f    .,     .  .,** '         .  ,  .,     4.       \  Journal  of  rht/swf off  i/,  dated  2nd  rcbruarv, 

perfectly  impossil>le  to  take  up  the  time  I     ( v      4.J      *'    •  ' :'         ,.ru;„k    u      «,  a 

r*i    rf       S  j-  ^    11  fi     ti  refers  to   experiments    which    he    made 

of  the  House  bv  reading  out  all  the  figures  ;  «.  *  ,w.„„™^i,  „,     *u 

*  u*  u  *u  *i  \r  i  £  \r'Yn  upon  three  cats  and  four  monkeys,  the 
for  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Middles- 1  ^.^  w       allmml  t0  H  for  two 

broughasksme.  ,  months    ^^    doath    ^J*, .   wiU   h|? 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  Arising  •  ascertain  whether  these  experiments  were- 
out  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  answer,  made  without  the  use  of  anesthetics  ; 
niay  I  ask  him  whether  the  information  and,  if  they  were,  will  he  say  when  a 
with  which  he  has  furnished  me  applies  '  certificate  enabling  Mr.  Lloyd  to  dispense 
«mly  to  foreigners  engaged  on  British  '  with  the  use  of  anaesthetics  was  grunted  ; 
**lips  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  not  to  i  and  whether  any  of  these  experiments 
those  engaged  in  Continental  ports.  ,  were  made   in  the  presence   of  a  Govern- 

ment inspector. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  hon.  Gentleman  F 

Mill  sec  from  the  answer  exactly  what  it  *Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fok  the 
i«.  I  have  given  him  a  complete  answer  i  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M.  White: 
t<j  the  question.  !  RlDLKY,    Ijaucashire,    Blackpool)  :     The 

\t     u4rrrnnL'  u-rruAv      i     ,' Physiological    Lulnmitory    at  University 

MR.  HAVELOCK  AYILSOJi  :  1  shall  College  was  visited  bv  the  Government 
Call  attention  to  this  matter  to-night  after,  inspector  three  times' in  1898,  and  once 
twelve  o  clock.  in  1899      During  the  last  quarter  of  1899- 

no  experimental  work  was  l>eing  carried 

ANSTRLTTHER    STATION,    NORTH      |  on    there.       As    regards    the  last   three 
.  BRITISH    RAILWAY.  paragraphs  of  the   question,   1  think  the 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  I  beg  to  ask  the  article  in  the  Journal  of  Physiottyy  has 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  i  l>een  misunderstood.  It  does  not  appear 
the  recommendations  of  his  Department,  |  that  Mr.  Lloyd  performed  any  experi- 
fembodied  in  a  Report  by  the  late  Major  ,  ments  on  living  animals  at  all ;  and  he 
Xlarindin,  issued  in  January,  1897,  as  to  refers  in  the  paj>er  only,  so  far  as  his  own 
the  necessity  of  properly  laying  out  An- 1  work  is  concerned,  to  microscopical 
ttruther  Station  on  the  North  British  !  examination  of  some  brains  removed  after 
ftailway  system,  so  as  to  afford  the  usual  ,  death  from  animals  upon  which  experi- 
facilitie9  for  passing  trains  and  avoid  |  ments  had  been  previously  made  under 
Heedless  danger  to  life  and  property,  has  anaesthetics  by  a  |x?rson  holding  the  proper 
yet  been  carried  out;  and  whether  the    certificates. 
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VALUATION     OF    SCOTTISH     DEER 
FORESTS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  in  what  respect 
the  valuation  of  deer  forests  in  Scotland 
which  are  let  differs  from  those  which  are 
not  let ;  and  if,  in  making  the  valuation, 
the  number  of  stags  which  a  forest  can 
carry  is  considered,  will  he  state  by  what 
evidence  the  assessor  is  guided  and  what 
is  the  valuation  set  on  each  stag. 

*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  Gra- 
ham Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  valuation 
of  a  deer  forest  which  is  let  is  based  upon 
the  conditions  of  the  lease ;  and  that  of 
a  forest  which  is  not  let  is  based  on  the 
information  which  the  assessor  derives 
from  the  proprietor  or  his  factor  and  from 
any  other  available  sources,  as  well  as  by 
comparison  with  other  forests  which  are 
let.  The  value  set  on  each  stag  ranges 
from  £15  to  £20,  varying  according  to 
locality,  facilities  of  access,  and  other  such 
.considerations. 


EDINBURGH     SASINE 
EMPLOYEES. 


OFFICE 


Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  aware  that  about  a  month 
-ago  an  engrossing  clerk  in  the  Sasine 
Office,  Edinburgh,  was  summarily  dis- 
missed on  the  ground  of  defective  eye- 
sight, and  that  he  died  shortly  afterwards 
in  Morningside  Asylum  a  pauper  lunatic ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  practice  of  this  De- 
partment to  summarily  dismiss  officials 
under  such  circumstances  ;  and  if  so,  will 
arrangements  be  made  to  grant  temporary 
leave  of  absence  in  similar  cases,  as  in 
other  public  Departments  in  England. 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  am 
informed  that  it  is  true  that  an  old  en- 
grossing clerk  of  the  Register  of  Sasines 
recently  died  in  Morningside  Asylum. 
This  clerk  was  not  summarily  dismissed, 
but  had  been  continued  in  the  office  for 
many  years  until  his  writing  had  become 
illegible  and  a  source  of  danger  to  the 
public  records.  The  Department  has  at 
all  times  shown  to  its  staff  whatever  kind- 
ness and  consideration  it  was  possible  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  service  to 
show. 

MAIDSTONE  REGISTRARSHIP. 
Mr.   CORNWALLIS   (Maidstone):    I 
beg  to  ask  the   President  of  the  Local 


j  Government  Board  on  what  grounds  the 
'  Board  gave  their  consent  to  the  recent 
I  application  of  the  Registrar  General  to 
I  unite  the  West  Maidstone  sub-district 
j  with    the    East    Maidstone     sub-district 

against  the  unanimously  expressed  opposi- 
j  tion  of  the  guardians  of  the  Maidstone 
!  Union  ;  whether  this  course  was  adopted 
1  on  the  advice  of  the  Local  Government 

Board's   inspector;  and  whether  he  will 

now  take  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes 

of  the  guardians  in  the  matter. 

The  SECRETARY  to   the   LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT   BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  (for  Mr.  Chaplin): 
The  consent  referred  to  was  given  bv  the 
Local  Government  Board  in    the   belief 
that  the  proposed  change   would  be  for 
the  general  convenience  of   the   public. 
The  reply  to  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
question  is  in  the  negative.      The  wishes 
of  the  guardians  could  only  be  met  by  a 
fresh  order  being  made  by  the  Registrs^rt 
General  with  the  sanction  of  the  Beared, 
and  he  would  be  exceedingly  unwilling  s^»o 
issue  such  an  order.     The  new  district      —i* 
co-extensive  with  the  parish  and  borou^—*— ft 

of  Maidstone,  and  the  Registrar  Genei al 

believes  that  the  area  is  well   within  tiiiMtf 


capacity  of  a  single  registrar,  and  thattiiWhe 
union  of  the  two  sub-custricts  will  effect         a 
reduction  in  in   the  cost  of   registratif=r-r:>ii 
!  payable  out  of  local  rates. 


BIRMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY. 
Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Lcigb^   ): 
I  beg    to  ask  Mr.     Attorney    Genec — *J 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  th.-^*t 
doubts  exist  as  to  whether  the  propos^^d 
charter  for  the  University  of  Birmingha  "M 
will   empower    the   university  to    gnw*t 
degrees  in  theology  or  other  subjects  n**^ 
recognised  by  the  statutes  as  subjects  f«^r 
degrees,  the  Government  will  state  wh*» x 
is  intended  to  be  the  effect  of  the  charts' 
in    this  matter,  and     will    advise    Ite*1 
Majesty  so  to  amend  the  charter  as  t<*^ 
make  it  clear  that  this  cannot  be  done. 

The    ATTORNEY    GENERAL   (Si*- 
Richard  "Webster,  Isle  of  Wight} :  It  i^ 
not  possible  for  me  to  state  what  tne  pro- 
visions of  the  charter  will  be ;   they  will 
be  determined  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

CHURCH  COPPENHALL  BOARD 
SCHOOL. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH   (Flintshire): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
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EDUC ATH  )NAL   CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  VOX  ALL  (Nottingham,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether,  in  the  appointment  and  propor- 
tionate allotment  of  members  of  the 
Consultative  Committee,  under  the  Board 
of  Education  Act,  1899,  due  regard  will 
be  had  to  the  fact  that  this  Committee  is 
to  be  concerned  with  the  registration  of 
60,000  elementary  school  teachers,  and 
not  with  the  registration  of  teachers  in 
secondary  and  higher  places  of  education 
alone  ;  in  what  proportion  the  bodies  of 
teachers  in  secondary  schools  and  the 
body  of  teachers  in  public  elementary 
schools  are  to  be  represented  on  the 
Committee;  and  whether  care  will  be 
taken  to  ascertain  that  the  persons  to  be 
nominated  as  representative  of  the  said 
bodies  respectively  are  likely  to  be  con- 
sidered suitable  for  tho  purpose  by  the 
said  bodies  before  the  nomination  is 
actually  made. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  Can  the  right  j  Sir  J.  GORST:  The  answer  to  the 
lion.  Gentleman  say  if  it  is  according  to  j  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  In 
^he  law  t  "  answer  to  the  second   paragraph,  I   may 

;  say  that  no  persons  will  be  placed  on  the 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  That  is  not  the  ques-  j  Committee  expressly  as  representatives 
tion.  It  may  be  quite  according  to  law,  J  of  the  teachers  in  secondary  and  element- 
Kwt  the  only  things  the  Education  De- !  ary  schools  respectively.  The  function  of 
partment  has  power  to  prohibit  are  a ;  the  Committee  will  be  to  advise  the 
oatechism  or  a  formula.  The  almanack 
i  s  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 


Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  affixing  to  the  wall  inside  of  the 
Board  school  of  Church  Coppenhall, 
Crewe,  the  parish  almanack  containing 
announcements  that  confessions  are  re- 
ceived every  Sunday  evening,  when  the 
rector  will  be  found  in  church,  and  at 
other  times  by  appointment,  asserting  the 
doctrines  of  the  Apostolic  succession  of 
the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England, 
advocating  prayers  for  the  dead,  and  de- 
precating the  use  of  the  word  Protestant 
as  applied  to  the  Church  of  England ;  and 
whether  the  Education  Department  will 
interfere  to  have  these  placards  removed. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  COM- 
MITTEE of  COUNCIL  on  EDUCA- 
TION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) :  My  attention  has  been  called  to 
this  almanack  by  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  Education  Department 
<loes  not  seem  to  have  any  power  to  inter- 
iere  in  the  matter. 


TEETH  OF  ELEMENTARY   SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
president  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
«>n  Education,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  percentage  of  the  young  men 
^ho  enlist  in  Her  Majesty's  Army  are 
subsequently  rejected  on  account  of  bad 
^eeth,  will  he  consider  the  expediency  of 
*rranring  for  a  fully  qualified  dentist  to 
attend  periodically  at  each  school  under 

the  control  of  the  Council  for  the  purpose 

°f  inspecting  the  teeth  of  all  lads  over 

the  age  of  ten,  so 

encouraged  to  take 


'  Board  on  such  educational  questions  as 
|  may  be  referred  to  them,  not  to  advance 
1  the  views  of  any  outside  body.  Every 
!  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  the  appoint- 
I  ment  of  persons  suitable  for  that  purpose. 


necessary 
teeth. 


Sir  J.  GORST:  The  Committee  of 
Council  regard  this  as  a  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  local  authorities  and 
managers  of  schools ;  but  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  shall  be  considered. 


|  DRILLING  IN  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.    LOUIS   SINCLAIR:    I    beg  to 

ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 

of    Council   on    Education    whether    he 

could   introduce   drilling   in    elementary 

!  schools  as  part  of  the  boys'  education. 

Sir    J.    GORST:    Drill    or    suitable 

physical  exercises  are  according  to  the 

code  a  condition  of  the  higher  grant  for 

that   they   may   be  '  discipline  in  all  schools  for  older  scholars. 

such   steps  as   are  I 

Mr.    TOMLIKSOX    (Preston):    Will 

care  be  taken  that  in  the  future  the  drill 
is  such  as  to  fit  the  children  for  service  in 
the  Army  ? 


for  the  preservation   of   their  j 


Sir  J.  GORST  :  In  great  towns  it  is 
done,  but,  obviously,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible in  a  country   village,   where  there 
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wore  only  perhaps  thirty  children  taught 
by  a  schoolmistress,  to  have  military  drill. 


THK    WILLIAM    BUTLER   ESTATE, 
(JALWAY. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  sale  under 
the  Land  Acts  of  part  of  the  William 
Butler  estate  in  Gaiway. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfouk)  : 
Any  delay  that  has  hitherto  taken  place 
in  the  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  this 
estate  is  due,  I  am  informed,  to  the 
tenants  themselves,  who  would  not  co- 
operate with  the  solicitor  having  carnage 
oi  the  sale  in  arranging  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  rental.  All  substantial  diffi- 
culties have  now  been  overcome,  however, 
and  a  request  under  the  40th  section  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1896  will  very  shortly 
be  issued. 


CHARITABLE  LOAN  FUNDS  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1843. 

.  Mil.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  \ 
of  Ireland  does  he  intend  to  introduce  I 
during  this  session  a  Bill  to  amend  the  I 
Charitable  Loan  Funds  (Ireland)  Act,  ( 
1843.  i 

Mr.    ATKINSON    (for    Mr.  G.    W.  j 
BalfuL'K)  :  I  hope  to  be  able  to  intm-  | 
duct1  at  an  early  date  a  Bill  similar  to  that 
brought  in  last  session. 

Mr.    JAMES    O'CONNOR  :    Before 
Easter  l 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  hope  so. 

IRISH  LAXUUACK  IX  IRISH  SCHOOLS. 
MR.  J.  P.  FAKRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Jjoitl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
has  received  a  resolution  passed  by  Cavan 
County  Council,  recommending  that  in  all 
Irish  speaking  districts  the  knowledge  of 
English  and  other  useful  subjects  shall  be 
imparted  through  the  medium  of  Irish, 
and  in  places  not  Irish  speaking  it  shall 
l>e  lawful  to  teach  Irish  as  a  remunerated 
subject.  And  whether  he  can  state  if  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
give  effect  to  the  resolution. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  resolution  referred 
to  has  been  received,  and  has  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education.  As  I  have 
already  stated,  the  matter  is  entirely  one 
for  consideration  by  the  Commissioners, 
who  are  the  proper  authorities  to  deal 
with  it,  in  connection  with  the  revision  of 
the  school  programme  shortly  to  be 
earned  out. 


!   ANNALY  ESTATE,  COUNTY  LONG- 
FORD. 

;  Mr.  J.  P.  FAKRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 

i  he  will  call  for  a  report  from  the  receiver 
of  the  Annaly  (County  Longford)  estate 
into  the  allegation  made  by  tenants 
living  in  the  parish  of  Rathcline,  County 
Longford,  that  he  had  induced  them  to 
sign  undertakings  to  purchase  the  hold- 
ings on  the  understanding  that  the  pur- 
chase pi-oceedings  would  be  concluded  in 

i  two  years  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  only 
a  small  portion  of  these  tenants  have  had 

j  the  promise   fulfilled ;   and  can  he  indi- 

[  cate  in  what  way  these  tenants  can  now 

i  obtain  redress. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  have  more  than 
once  endeavoured  to  explain  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  a  receiver  appointed  over 
an  estate  awaiting  sale  in  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  is  an  officer  of  that  court 
responsible  to  it,  and  liable  to  be  removed 
or  punished  by  it,  for  any  misconduct  or 
neglect  of  duty  of  which  he  may  In? 
guilty.  The  Executive  have  no  control 
whatever  over  him,  and  it  would  be  an 
unwarrantable  interference  with  the 
authority  of  that  court  to  make  the 
inquiry  suggested.  If  the  tenants  have 
anything  to  complain  of  in  the  conduct  of 
the  receiver  they  have  only  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Land  Judge,  from  whom 
I  am  certain  they  will  obtain  any  redrew 
to  which  they  may  be  entitled. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FAKRELL  :  If  substantial 
complaint  is   made  will   the  right  hon. 
i  (4  en t Ionian  call  for  a  report  on  the  con- 
!  duct  of  this  officer  I 

|      Mr.  ATKINSON  :  Certainly  not.    I 
j  have  no  right  whatever  to  do  that. 

i 

IRISH    LIGHTS    BOARD. 
Mr.  JAMES   O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to 
ask    the    Chief    Secretary  to  the  Lord 
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nant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will ! 
uce  a  Bill  for  the  reconstitution  of 
ish  Lights  Board,  in  order  to  bring 
«rd  into  harmony  with  the  repre- 
ive  principles  of  the  Local  Govern- 
Ireland)  Act,  1898. 

ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
UR) :  This  question  should  more 
ly  be  addressed  to  my  right  hon.  , 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  1 
the  Board  of  Irish  Lights  being  | 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  \ 
presents.  There  is  no  analogy  ■ 
m  the  Local  Government  Act  and  ; 
atutory  powers  under  which  the  i 
eights  Board  are  constituted. 

JAMES  O'CONNOR  :  Is  the' 
Lights  Board  maintained  as  a , 
fossil  or  as  a  useful  body  ? 

answer  was  given.] 

POOR      LAW      UNIONS      AND 
NATIONAL   EDUCATION. 

FLYNN  (Cork,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
hief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

of  Ireland  is  it  the  intention  of 
rovernment  to  permit  poor  law 
i  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of 
al    education    under  the   Act    of 

as  heretofore;  if  not,  will  the 
re  in  contributory  unions  be  secured 
comes  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed ; 
f  unions  that  have  been  contribu- 
re  prepared  to  continue  so,  will  the 
nment  recoup  them  from  the  new 

as  they  formerly  were  recouped 
«he  Customs  and  Excise  Grant. 

.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
>i:r)  :  The  Board  of  National  Educa- 
lave  in  contemplation  a  scheme  of 
l  under  which,  if  adopted,  results 
rould  be  abolished.  In  that  event 
let  of  1875,  which  only  enables 
ians  to  contribute  a  certain  propor- 
f  the  results  fees,  would  have  to  be 
led  to  enable  guardians  to  con- 
e  in  another  form  if  that  was  ulti- 
j  considered  desirable.  As  was  ex- 
d  by  my  right  hon.  friend  in 
iswer  to  a  question  of  the  hon. 
•er  for  East  Donegal  on  the  13th 
t,  arrangements  have  been  made 
which  the  teachers  will  receive 
(out  of  the  sum  of  £78,000  voted 
arliament)  the  sum  which  was 
rly  refunded  to  boards  of  guardians 
ntributory  unions.  The  financial 
L.  LXXIX.     [Fourth  Series.] 


details  of  the  scheme  are  still  under  con- 
sideration,  but  the  intention  is  not  to 
prejudice  the  interests  of  the  teachers. 

LEITRIM  AND  LONGFORD  LAND 
APPEALS. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Irelandwhether 
\  he  is  aware  that  the  Land  Commission 
;  has  fixed  an  appeal  sitting  for  Counties 
j  Leitrim  and  Longford,  to  take  place  at 
i  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  13th  March,  and 
1  remainder  of  unheard  cases  at  Mullingar 
on    14th   March;   whether  he  is  aware 
;  that  of  the  fifty-five  County  Leitrim  cases, 
listed  for  hearing  at  Carrick-on-Shannon 
only  forty-six  are  proposed  to  be  heard 
at  Carrick,  and  the  other  nine  to  go  to- 
i  Mullingar ;  whether  ho  can  explain  why 
:  the  176  cases  from  County  Longford  are 
to  be  taken  past  the  county   town    to 
Mullingar  to  be  heard  there,  to  the  in- 
convenience of  the  parties  and  for  whose 
\  convenience     these      arrangements     are 
made  ;  and  whether  he  can  represent  to* 
!  the  Chief  Commissioners  the  advisability 
;  of  the  sittings  for  Leitrim  being  held  in 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  for  Longford  at 
the     county    court-house    in    Longford 
town. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :   The   reply  to  the 

first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.     The 

'  second  paragraph  is  based  on  a  misappre- 

i  hension.     All  the  cases  from  the  County 

:  Leitrim    are     entered     for     hearing    at 

Carrick-on-Shannon.     The  list  from  this 

i  county  consists,   nominally,   of   fifty-five 

cases,  but  nine  of  these  cases  are  dupli- 

'  cates—  -appeals   having    been    lodged   by 

both   landlord   and   tenant,  so  that   the 

number  of  distinct  cases  from  the  County 

i  Leitrim  to  be   heard  at  Carrick  is  only 

forty-six.      None   of    the   Leitrim   cases 

'  will  be  heard  at  Mullingar,  as  the  hon. 

Member  appears  to  suppose.  With  regard 

to  the  cases  from  the  County  Longford, 

the  town  of   Mullingar,  where  they  are 

listed  to  be  heard,  is  only  distant  from 

the  town  of  Longford  one  hour  by  rail, 

and  the  majority  of  these  cases  refer  to 

holdings  situated  l>etween  Mullingar  and 

i  Longford.       The    Commissioners,     after 

careful  inquiry,  considered  that  Mullingar 

would  be  the  most  convenient   place  to 

I  dispose  of  these  cases ;  but,  consistently 

I  with    the   despatch   of    public    business, 

j  every  arrangement  possible  will  be  made 

to  prevent  persons  attending  from  being 

j  unduly  delayed  at  Mullingar. 

2  Q 
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MURDER  OF  WILLIAM  BIRD  AT  RAN- 
TRY  -THE  UNITED  IRISH  LEAGUE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
8.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  any  information  with  regard  to 
the  murder  of  Mr.  William  Bird,  an  Irish 
landlord,  who  was  shot  at  Ban  try  on 
♦Saturday  last  ;  and  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
a  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League  was 
established  in  Ban  try  the  Sunday  before. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  : 
On  a  point  of  order,  may  I  ask  whether 
the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  question 
just  put,  conveying  as  it  does  an  insinua- 
tion, is  not  an  improper  one,  and  one  , 
which  mider  ordinary  circum stances  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  be  allowed  to 
place  on  the  Paper. 

•Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER:  I  was  not  \ 
aware  of  the   character  of  the  question 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  in-  ' 
tended  to  put.     He  ought  to  have  given 
notice  of  the  question. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON :  I  , 
suppose  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask  the  . 
Attorney  General  whether  he  has  any  ■ 
information  concerning  the  murder  of  Mr.  : 
William  Bird,  on  Saturday. 

Mr.   ATKINSON :  Yes,  Sir,  unfortu-  j 
iiately    Mr.    William  Bird  seems  to  have 
been  murdered   in  his  own   rent-office  at  I 
two  o'clock  in  the  day.  ' 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  :  May  ' 
I  ask   the   hon.   and   learned  Gentleman  , 
whether  he  is  aware  of  a  single  instance  ' 
in   which  a  member  of  the  United  Irish 
League  has  advocated  outrage. 


[No  answer  was  given.] 


FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

MR.  ARCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  whether, 
taking  into  account  the  outbreak  in  Eng- 
land of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  pedigree 
•cattle  can  be  imported  into  Ireland  from 
England  and  Scotland  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  or  private  individuals. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  DE- 
PARTMENT of  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Pluxkett,  Dublin  Co., 
&.) :  In  consequence  of  the  outbreaks  of 
foot  and  mouth  disease  in  England,  the 


importation  from  Great  Britain  into  Ire- 
land of  cattle,  as  well  as  of  sheep  and  other 
ruminating  animals,  and  also  swine,  has 
for  the  present  been  suspended.  In  view 
of  the  highly  infectious  nature  of  the 
disease,  and  of  the  rapidity  with  which  it 
spreads,  it  is  felt  that  it  would  not  he 
safe,  at  present,  to  grant  any  permission 
for  the  importation  into  Ireland  of  pedi- 
gree or  other  cattle  from  any  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

IRTSH  COM  JESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
-OPERATIONS    IN   CONNAUUHT. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask    the   Chief    Secretary   to   the    Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  acres  of  land  purchased  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  the  province 
of  Connaught  since  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  Act  came  into  force,  dividing 
them  into  the  number  of  acres  already 
striped  and  in  the  hands  of  tenants ;  the 
number   of  acres   unstriped   and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  how  long  have  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts  Board  been  in  possession  of  such 
lands ;  the  number  of  acres  striped  and  in 
the  possession  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,   and   how  long  have   such  lands 
been  in  the  Board's  possession  ;  and  how 
many  acres  have  been  purchased  within 
the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT:  The  number  of 
acres  purchased  by  the  Board  in  Con- 
naught  down  to  the  present  date  is 
136,884.  Of  these  the  number  of  acres 
apportioned  and  in  the  occupation  of 
tenants  is  106,594.  The  acreage  in  the 
occupation  of  tenants  though  not  yet  ap- 
portioned is  4,069.  The  number  of  acres 
apportioned  but  still  in  the  Board's  posses- 
sion is  1,060,  of  which  688  are  now  ready 
for  occupation.  And  there  are  25,161 
acres  not  yet  apportioned.  The  number 
of  acres  in  the  province  purchased  within 
the  past  two  years  and  comprised  in  the 
foregoing  figures  is  128,989,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which,  namely,  more  than 
91,000  acres,  is  made  up  of  one  property 
the  Dillon  estate.  Of  the  25,161  **» 
not  yet  apportioned,  it  must  be  borne  a 
mind  that  the  mere  apportionment  is  • 
work  that  occupies  very  little  time.  Con- 
siderable delay  is  often  entailed  in  the 
execution  of  the  conveyance  of  the  fee* 
simple,  not  to  speak  of  the  large  amount 
of  work  involved  in  connection  wjjj* 
fencing,  the  construction  of  aceonunow  £. 
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on  roads,  and  the  erection  of  new  houses    whether  he   will  state  when   the  Armj 
>  replace  those  unfit  for  habitation.  i  Estimates  will  be  taken. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)   had    a 
similar  question  on  the  Paper. 


REDISTRIBUTION  BILL. 
Mr.  KIMBER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
.ord  of  the  Treasury  what  is  the  result 
f  the  consideration  which  last  session  he 
roinised  would  be  given  by  the  Cabinet 
»  the  subject  of  the  increasing  disparities 
a  the  representation  of  the  people  in 
Parliament ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
he  Registration  Returns  of  last  autumn 
how  a  still  further  increase  in  such  dis- 
arities ;  and  whether,  without  going  to 
fie  extent  of  bringing  in  a  Redistribution 
till  in  the  present  session,  the  Govern- 
lent  intend  to  institute  or  will  consent 
o  some  form  of  preliminary  inquiry  into 
nd  ascertainment  of  the  facts  upon  which 
ny  future  Redistribution  Bill  must  be 
osed,  and  which  preliminary  inquiry 
mist  necessarily  take  considerable  time, 
>robably  a  whole  session. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  facts  to 
rhich  my  hon.  friend  alludes  are  well 
vnown.  I  do  not  think  that  any  inves- 
:igation  such  as  he  desires  really  would 
ihrow  any  light  upon  the  topic  he  wants 
to  discuss,  and  as  he  does  not  suggest  a 
Redistribution  Bill  this  session  I  ao  not 
think  that  any  further  steps  need  be 
taken. 


NATIONAL    COAL    SUPPLY  —  SUG- 
GESTED ROYAL  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  PROVAND :    1  beg  to  ask  the 
«irst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  con-  \ 
idering  that  it  is  twenty-nine  years  since  \ 
.  Royal  Commission  reported  on  our  coal 
implies  in    the    United   Kingdom,  the  , 
Government  will   appoint  another  Com-  ; 
aission  to  consider  the  subject,   as  the 
uestions  of  their  extent  and  cost  have  \ 
gain  become  of  pressing  national  import- 1 
nee. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  subject  to  ! 
*hkh  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  is  a  ! 
ery  interesting  one,  but  unless  it  can  be  ' 
iggested  that  some  practical  issue  would  ! 
>me  from  the  inquiry  he  suggests,  it  | 
scms  hardly  worth  while  to  appoint  a 
kmunission  in  order  to  investigate  the  I 
latter. 

THE  ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
«k   the  First    Lord    of    the    Treasury ; 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Army 
Estimates  are  not  yet  printed.  In  any 
case,  the  House  must  make  further  pro- 
gress with  the  Navy  Estimates  before  the 
Armv  Estimates  can  be  taken. 


RUSSIAN  CONSUL  AT  BOMBAY. 
Mr.  PROVAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Russian  Government  has  made  a  proposal 
to  appoint  a  Consul  General  at  Bombay ; 
whether  there  are  any  British  Consuls 
anywhere  in  Russia  east  of  Batoum  ;  and 
whether,  before  agreeing  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Russian  Consul  General  at 
Bombay,  the  Government  will  require 
the  acceptance  of  a  British  Consular  re- 
presentative at  some  suitable  place  in 
Eastern  Russia. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
that  this  question  has  already  been  fully 
answered  by  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  I  refer  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  the  reply  given  on  the  19th  of 
this  month.* 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
♦Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  with 
regard  to  No.  5  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to 
proceed  with  that  to-night,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  covers  the  Vote  on  which  is 
raised  the  question  of  the  Cromwell 
statue. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers,  I  wish  to  inquire  if 
he  is  aware  that  only  21  Votes  out  of  138 
had  been  discussed  when  he  moved  the 
closure  on  Friday.  What  opportunity 
does  he  intend  to  give  us  for  discussing 
the  remainder  of  the  Votes  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  has,  I 
believe,  been  the  practice  of  the  House  to 
take  the  Vote  on  Account  in  the  course  of 
a  single  evening.  In  answer  to  my  right 
hon.  friend,  I  may  say  that  there  is  a 
Report  down  for  to-night  earlier  than 
the  one  to  which  he  refers.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose  to    ask   the   House   to    sit   to    an 


See  page  374  of  this  volume. 
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undue  hour,  but  should  the  Report  to 
which  I  have  alluded  be  disposed  of 
without  debate,  I  should  hope  then  to  be 
allowed  to  get  the  other  Report.  But, 
under  any  circumstances,  I  should  not 
ask  the  House  to  take  it  after  half-past 
twelve. 

♦Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  The  matter 
to  which  I  alluded  is  the  erection  of  a 
statue  within  the  precincts,  in  defiance  of 
the  decisions  of  both  Houses,  a  subject  in 
which  great  interest  is  taken,  and  it  would 
no  doubt  be  for  the  general  convenience 
if  my  right  hon.  friend  would  name  a  time 
after  which  he  will  not  take  the  Report. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  may  point 
out  to  my  right  hon.  friend  that  we  had 
three  or  four  hours  discussion  on  this 
matter  at  a  most  convenient  pericxl  on 
Friday  last,  and  under  these  circumstances 
I  think  he  is  unreasonable  in  asking 
us  to  give  an  early  hour  for  the  discussion 
of  the  Report  stage  of  a  Vote  which  has 
already  been  taken  after  full  del>ate. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  It  would  be 
of  great  convenience  to  the  Irish  Members 
if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  could 
state  approximately  when  he  proposes  to 
move  the  House  into  Committee  of  Supply 
on  the  Civil  Service  Estimates.  He  has 
been  kind  enough  to  promise  us  a  certain 
amount  of  notice,  but  can  he  assure  us 
that  it  will  not  be  done  before  the  20th 
March  1  Further  I  would  like  to  ask  him 
vhen  he  proposes  to  take  the  Budget. 
\Vill  it  be  before  Easter  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  certainly 
hope  the  Budget  will  be  taken  before 
Easter.  As  regards  the  other  question  of 
the  hon.  Member,  I  am  unwilling  to  pledge 
myself  without  notice.  I  should  like  to 
see  what  progress  we  make  with  our 
financial  business  and  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  our  financial  necessities  are.  I 
would  therefore  suggest  that  he  put  his 
question  again  to-morrow  or  Thursday, 
and  then  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  him. 


SUPPLY— NAVY    ESTIMATES. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  (Question  proposed, 
u  That  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Goschex,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :    I  think  I  am  relieved 


by  the  circumstances  of  the  times  from, 
offering  any  justification  for  the  magnitude 
of  those  Estimates  which  I  now  rise  to- 
propose.  The  amount  is  £27,522,600, 
being  an  increase  of  £928,100  over  the 

•  Estimates  of  last  year.  This  is  a  stage — 
not  a  very  long  stage — in  that  increase 
of  our  naval  expenditure  which,  has  now 

■  l>een  going  on  for  about  six  or  seven 
yeara.  When  we  took  office  five  years 
ago,    the     Navy     Estimates     stood     at 

1  £18,700i00a  f  onlay  I  propose  them  at 
£27,500,000,  nearly  half  as  much  again. 

•  The  average  yearly  increase  during  these 
years  has  been  al>out  £2,000,000,  but  the 
progress  has  not  l>ecn  uniform.  On  one 
occasion  the  leap  that  was  taken  amounted 
to  £3,100,000  ;  last  year  it  wa* 
£2,800,000.  But  whatever' the  difference* 
have  been  in  the  amounts  of  the  Esti- 
mates proposed,  there  has  been  a  con- 
tinuity    of    policy ;    the  same   principles 

,  have  underlain  all  the  Estimates  from 
year  to  year,  and  they  have  not  been 
spasmodic  or  capricious.  When  prompt 
action  had  to  ]ye  taken,  it  has  been 
taken,  but  we  were  still  guided  by  those 
principles  with  which  the  House  is  fullr 
acquainted,  and  which,  I  think,  the  House 
and  the  country  have  endorsed.  To- 
the  Estimates  this  year  of  £27,500,000 

:  must   be   added  about    £2,000,000  pro- 

1  bably,  for  expenditure  under  the  Naval 

j  Works  Act,  which  would  bring  up  the 

;  total  to  nearly  £30,000,000  sterling 
I  say   this  coldly,  not  rhetorically,  only 

I  for  the  information  of  the  Committee. 
These  Estimates  have  been  framed  on  the 
sanue     principles    as    former    Estimates. 

i  There  is  notning  sensational  about  the 
Estimates — indeed  I  am  informed  in  some 
quarters  that  the  absence  of  anything 
sensational  about  the  Estimates  has  caused 

i  great  disappointment — they  simply  repre- 
sent the  steady  progress  which  we  hare 

!  l>ecn  engaged  in  for  some  years  past.  I 
need   not   tell   the   House   that,  though 

;  there  is  nothing  sensational  in  these  Esti- 
mates, we  thoroughly  realise  the  situation 
in  which,  wc  stand.  We  know  what  the 
nation  expects  of  the  Navy,  and  we  know 
our  duty  is  to  prepare  for  all  emergencies. 
We  have  framed  the  Estimates  on  that 

,  footing.  We  have  not  included  in  them 
any  amount  for  the  mobilisation  of  the 
Fleet.      If  the  mobilisation  had  to  take 

1  place,  and  if.  we  thought  it  necessary,  *• 

i  should  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to* 
mobilise  the  Fleet  and.  come    to  Pan*" 

;  ment  for  the  necessary  sum.  in.  older  tfr     * 
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<do  so.  But  we  do  not  think  that  that 
time  has  come,  and  we  hope  it  will  not 
come.  We  are  not  menaced  by  any 
naval  Power ;  and,  supposing  we  were  to 
mobilise,  what  should  we  do  with  our 
mobilised  vessels?  There  might  be  a 
long  time  during  which  there  was  no  in- 
crease in  the  present  tension,  and  during 
-that  time  the  mobilised  Fleet  would 
parade  up  and  down  the  Channel  in  order 
to  show  Europe  that  we  possess  the  ships. 
Europe  knows  our  strength.  There  are 
limes  when  a  demonstration  is  advisable 
And  sometimes  necessary,  but  we  do  not 
think  that  a  demonstration  of  that  kind  is 
necessary  now.  There  are  three  meanings 
in  which  mobilisation  is  used.  There  is 
the  mobilisation  of  the  Fleet ;  there  is  the 
partial  mobilisation,  as  we  call  it,  which 
takes  place  at  the  manoeuvres ;  and  there 
is  the  mobilisation  of  particular  ships  or  a 
particular  squadron.  I  daresay  that  some 
of  those  who  cry  for  the  mobilisation  of 
the  Fleet  mean  the  mobilisation  of  a 
■squadron,  or  something  short  of  a  great 
mobilisation,  which  is  not  necessary,  and 
which  would  disturb  the  whole  of  the 
training  which  sailors  and  the  marines  go 
through  at  such  establishments  as  the  "  Ex- 
cellent," and  the  "  Cambridge  "  at  Devon- 
port,  the  gunnery  and  torpedo  schools, 
that  constant  training  which  is  necessary 
to  develop  the  bluejacket  and  the  marine 
up  to  aate.  The  alarmists  cry  for 
mobilisation  ;  but  the  sensationalists  scent 
it  often  where  there  is  no  question  of 
mobilisation  at  all.  There  was  a 
curious  case  the  other  day,   when  the 

Eapers  began  to  publish  paragraphs 
eaded,  "  Admiralty  Active,"  "  Admiralty 
Alive  to  the  Situation,"  because  we  had 
begun,  as  it  was  supposed,  coaling  some 
ships  in  the  Reserve.  I  had  not  heard  of 
this  coaling  at  all.  I  had  to  inquire  about 
it,  and  I  asked  my  naval  colleagues. 
They  had  not  heard  about  it,  and  no 
order  had  l>een  given.  We  asked  the 
Admiral  Superintendent  at  Portsmouth 
Dockyard,  but  he  did  not  know ;  he  had 
given  no  orders.  What  had  happened  ? 
It  was  the  storekeeper  at  Portsmouth, 
who,  acting  on  a  port  order,  had  filled 
up  ships  with  some  coal  which  had 
been  used  on  them  during  a  certain 
time.  There  is  a  rule  that  they  ought 
to  be  filled  with  coal  when  used  up  to  a 
certain  point,  and,  acting  automatically 
on  that  order,  these  ships  had  been  filled 
up,  but  the  incident  was  utilised  in  order 
to  predict  and  emphasise  the  beginning  of 


a  mobilisation.  That  warns  us  that  we 
must  be  careful  what  we  do, 
because  we  do  not  want  to  disturb 
the  minds  either  of  the  sensa- 
tionalists or  of  any  other  class. 
There  is  an  administrative  measure  which 
the  Admiralty  are  going  to  take,  and 
which  will  commend  itself  to  the  public 
generally.  It  is  in  reference  to  the 
Reserve  Squadron.  The  ships  of  that 
squadron  have  hitherto  gone  every  year 
about  March  1st  to  Portland  for  prize- 
firing  and  some  other  exercises.  They 
will  go  there  this  year,  but  we  propose 
that  they  shall  go  there  and  act  together, 
instead  of  singly  or  independently,  and 
that  the  Admiral  of  the  Reserves  should 
take  charge  of  the  Reserve  ships.  He 
will  take  them  to  sea  and  exercise  them 
in  tactics  as  well  as  prize-firing,  and  in 

,  every  way  the  efficiency  of  the  squadron 
and  the  individual  ships  will  be  increased 
by  their  acting  together  in  that  manner.  I 
mention  it  as  an  administrative  measure.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  was  necessary  to  inform 
the  House  of  this,  but  I  foresee  that  the 
moment  this  action  takes  place  and  the 
admiral  hoists  his  flag  at  Portland  the 
incident  will  be  taken  to  mean  mobilisa- 
tion, and  it  will  be  stated  "  at  last  we  have 
become  awakened  to  the  necessities  of 
the  situation."  The  absence  of  the 
Channel  Squadron  was"  commented  on  in 

1  the  same  class  of  paragraphs  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  but  at  the  time  when  it  was 
said  that  our  coasts  were  in  danger 
during  the  present  state  of  things  the 
Channel  fleet  was  engaged  in  excellent 
exercises  in  the  seclusion  of  Bantry  Bay. 
I  come  now  to  another  subject  not  un- 
connected with  this  which  I  have  treated. 
A  point  on  which  there  has  been  alarm 
has  been  the  question  of  coal.  We  have 
been  summoned  to  explain  why  we  did 
not  take  some  measures  to  stop  the  ex- 
port of  coal  to  France  and  Russia  and 
other  Powers  with  whom  it  was  thought 
we     might     possibly     at      some     time 

i  be  at  war.  I  ask  the  House,  Is  it 
within  the  sphere  of  practical  politics  to 
talk  at  this  moment  of  stopping  the  ex- 
port of  coal  ?  I  do  not  know  what 
would  be  the  condition  even  of  the  great 
coal -producing  counties.     I  do  not  know 

!  what  would  be  said  by  the  shipowners, 
by  the  owners  of  collieries,  and  by 
the   vast   interests   engaged  in  the   coal 

1  trade ;  but  I  submit  that  it  is  an  entirely 
impossible  measure  to  consider  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  stop  the  export  of 
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coal  before  war  breaks  out  or  until  an 
emergency  of  a  totally  different  character 
from  the  present  one  arises.  What  we 
have  to  do,  and  are  attempting  to  do,  is 
to  take  every  precaution  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  get  all  the  coal  we  want,  and  that 
our  coaling  arrangements  may  be  as  per- 
fect as  forethought,  arrangement,  and 
organisation  can  make  them.  We  have 
under  review  our  arrangements  with  the 
collieries,  and  have  examined  carefully  the 
question  of  the  export  of  coal.  I  think 
the  House  may  be  interested  to  know 
what  the  percentage  of  the  export  of  coal 
to  France  and  Russia  is  to  the  total  out- 
put of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  4  per 
cent.  The  coal  which  went  to  France 
and  Russia  combined  in  1899  was 
9,000,000  tons.  It  is  larger  than  usual. 
There  has  been  a  strike  in  Silesia,  and  in 
consequence  Russia  has  been  importing 
large  quantities  of  coal  for  railways  and 
other  purposes  from  this  country  instead 
of  from  Germany.  Russia  has  reduced 
the  tax  on  coal  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
import.  It  was  stated  that  there  were 
contracts  for  400,000  tons,  which  created 
some  alarm  ;  but  if  a  contract  like  this 
is  made  by  a  Government  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  coal  has  to  be  delivered  at 
once.  It  may  be  part  of  the  coal  arrange- 
ments which  are  habitual,  but  the 
statistics  I  have  given  show  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  alarmed  at  the  export  of 
coal  to  France  and  Russia.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  our  business  to  see  that  some 
arrangements  are  made  to  secure  coal. 
The  difficulty,  however,  lies  not  only  with 
the  getting  of  the  coal,  but  with  getting 
colliers,  which  is  sometimes  a  more  diffi- 
cult point  than  the  getting  of  the  coal 
itself.  There  is  one  point  I  omitted  with 
reference  to  mobilisation.  I  omitted  to 
state  that  persons  have  commented  upon 
the  absence  of  ships,  or  have  expressed 
a  desire  that  more  should  be  commissioned. 
I  think  they  can  hardly  realise  the  enor- 
mous numberof  fightingand  seagoing  ships 
and  the  great  difference  which  exists  in 
that  respect  between  now  and  ten  years  ago. 
There  are  now  258  sea-going  ships  in  com- 
mission, with  crews  of  56,000;  while  in 
1 888  there  were  only  139  ships,  with  crews 
of  25,000.  Therefore,  there  are  at  sea  at 
present  twice  the  number  of  men  and 
more  than  100  more  ships.  Let  people 
consider  that  when  they  ask  for  the 
mobilisation  of  still  more  ships.  But  one 
step  we  took  when  the  demand  for 
cruisers  for  the  Cape  was  considered,  and 

Mr.  Qosdien. 


when  we  had  to  send  out  the  "  Furious," 
the  "  Terrible,"  and   others,    thinking  it 
our  duty  to  look  out  for  the  transports  at 
Gibraltar,  l^as  Palmas,  and  St.  ^  incent. 
We    then    transferred    the    officers   and 
crews   from   four   ships  of   the    training 
squadron  to  modern  men-of-war  ;  and  by 
that  step  we   strengthened  the  fighting 
efficiency  of  the  fleet  by  four  powerful 
ships.     But  there   has  lieen   much  com- 
ment   on   that   step.      My   hon.    friend 
behind     me     looks      with      dismay     at 
this      transfer,      and      he      will      pro- 
bably   ask    me    whether    it    is     to     be 
permanent.        I     cannot     answer     that 
question  yet.     No  final  decision  has  yet 
been  taken  by  the  Admiralty.    Personally. 
I   have  always   l>een   in   favour   of    the 
transfer,  but  the  opinion  of  the  Navy  is 
extremely  divided  on  the  subject,  and  1 
think   that  the  great  balance  of  opinion 
among  the  men  on  the  active  list  is  that 
the  sailing  training  squadron  is  doomed 
Sucessive     commanders-in-chief     of    the 
Mediterranean    Squadron     and     of    the 
Channel  Squadron  have  held  that  opinion, 
and  those  great  authorities  must  naturally 
have   weight.      As   to   my   opinion,  it  is 
still  in  suspense,  but  I  say  distinctly  that 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  civilian  First  Lord  to  be  guided  by  the 
advice    of    his   naval   colleagues  on  the 
Board.     On  this  occasion  I  ought  to  say 
one  word  on  the  transport  service,  though 
it  will  be  more  fully  discussed  —possibly 
in   a   critical    spirit — on   a    future  day. 
I    do    not   now   intend    to    defend  the 
action  of  the   Admiralty,   but  merely  to 
place  liefore  the  House  and  the  public  the 
magnitude  of  the  operations  which  have 
been  undertaken.     Since  the  beginning  of 
July    181    transports  and    freight  ships 
have  been  engaged  in  the  conveyance  to 
South  Africa  of    a    force    of     132,000 
officers    and   men,    23,300    horses,    awl 
23,600  mules — exclusive  of   the    troops; 
horses,  etc.,  which  have  been  conveyed 
from  India  and  the  colonies  under  local 
arrangements,  and    exclusive    of  certain 
Volunteer  detachments  and  special  corps. 
In    this     connection,    I     wisn    to  com- 
pliment the  mercantile  marine  on  their 
part.      It    has    been   noted    how  extra- 
ordinarily few  accidents  have    occurred. 
There  have  been    two    serious   ones  at 
most,  but  as  far  as  we  know  the  whole  of 
these  operations  has  been  conducted  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  single  human  life.  In  the* 
vast  operations  we  have  seen  the  reBer?» 
power  of  this  country  for  all  the  «** 
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sidiary  operations  of  war,  and  the  assis- 
tance which  could  be  rendered  by  the  mer- 
cantile marine  in  times    of    emergency. 
Not  only  have  the  ships  been  excellent, 
but  I  am  told  that  the  masters  of  all  these 
ships  -cattle  boats    many    of   them,    or 
}>oats    engaged    in   far    rougher    trades 
than     that      of     conveying     Yeomanry  i 
and      Household      troops     have    invari- 
ably acted  with  a  courtesy   and    ability 
in  discharging  their  onerous  duties  which 
have  excited  the  admiration  and  praise  of 
our  military  authorities.     I  have  thought 
it  right  on  this  occasion  to  mention  a  few 
matters  which  do  not  arise  directly  on 
the  Estimates,  because  they  appear  to  me 
to  be  of  general  interest,  and  it  would  be 
thought  strange  if  I  did  not  make  some 
allusion  to   them.       I   pass  now   to  the 
Estimates  proper,  and  the  great  problems 
involved  in  them.  Generally,  the  increase  , 
of  £920,000  may  be  divided  as  follows : 
-  -Personnel,     £448,000 ;     Miscellaneous, 
£28,000;     Works,    £51,000;    Ordnance 
Vote,  £294,000;    Vote    8,   shipbuilding, 
£108,000.     As  to  the  Works  Vote,  one 
of  the  principal  points  in  the  increase  is 
the   attention    which    has   been  paid  to 
hospitals.     This  is    a  matter  which  has 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  on  our 
part.     The  hospitals   we   did   not  think 
were   thoroughly  up  to  date ;   they   re- 
quired   considerable    reform ;     and     the 
whole  naval  medical  staff  has  been  dealt 
with.     In  regard  to  the  Ordnance  Vote, 
the  increase  is   over  £290,000.     It  is  a 
very  anxious  Vote  ;  and  I  do  not  think  I 
need  justify  the  amount  we  have  taken 
for  that  Vote,  though  it  is  immense.     At 
present  it  stands  at  £3,000,000,  while  five 
years  ago  it  stood  at  £1,600,000.     It  has 
almost  doubled  in  that  time  ;  but  it  is  a 
Vote  no  part  of  which  would  be  grudged 
by  anyone    in    this  House.     It  is  a  very 
anxious  Vote,  because  it  is  in  connection 
with  this  Vote  that  we  have  to  consider 
new  inventions  and  appliances  of  every 
kind  ;    and  not  only  the  nature  of   our 

funs,  but  the  amount  which  we  ought  to 
ave  in  store.  But,  at  all  events,  I  would 
ask  hon.  Members  to  remember  that  it  is 
under  this  Vote  that  there  have 
been  provided  the  naval  4*7  in.  and 
12 -pounder  guns  which,  under  the 
blue  -  jackets  and  marines,  have  done 
such  excellent  service  at  the  front. 
With  reference  to  the  personnel,  we  pro- 
pose an  increase  of  4,240,  which  will 
bring  the  numbers  up  to  115,000.  Can 
we  get  them?    We  can  get  them.     I 
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think  the  best  proof  that  we  can  get  them 
is  that  I  asked  for  an  increase  last  year  of 
little   more   than    4,000    and    we    have 
raised   them.     The    numbers   have  risen 
from   105,000   on   February  1,    1899,   to 
110,000  on  the  1st  of  this  month.     We 
have  only  400  more  to  get  during  the 
next  month  to  realise  the  whole  number 
for    which    we    asked.       There    was    a 
time  when  we  hoped  that  we  might  have 
rested   at  a   lower  figure  than  115,000. 
Last  year  I  said  I  hoped  that  when  we 
had  reached  1 10,000  we  might  stop  ;  but 
the   action   of  other  countries    and  the 
general  needs  of  the  service  have  been 
such   that  we   have   been   compelled   to 
advance   to   the  present   figure.      I  will 
not   deny  that   there  are  drawbacks   to 
this  rapid  increase,  which  in  a  few  years 
has    raised    a    personnel    of     65,000    to 
!  115,000.       One    drawback    is    that   we 
must  have  young  recruits,  and  there  is  a 
1  difficulty  in  getting  a  sufficient  number 
of  petty   officers   of   a  certain  seniority. 
Then  there  is  great  difficulty  in  getting 
■  them   all    to    sea,    notwithstanding    the 
immense  number  of  ships  commissioned. 
1  We  do  our  best  to  train  them*  on  shore, 
i  but   there  are   many  difficulties.      With 
reference  to  the  Naval   Reserves,  I  have 
|  remarked  in  my  printed  statement  that  a 
!  smaller  number  were  embarked   for  the 
•'  six  months  training  and  somewhat  fewer 
1  enrolled  than  we  took  the  money  for  last 
year.      The     exceptional     circumstances 
mentioned    in  that   statement   have    ac- 
counted for  the  fact  to  some  extent.  But 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  this  is  a 
'  new  scheme,  under  which  the  quality  of 
i  the  men  is  to  be  largely  improved,  and 
!  that  is  to  be  done  by  insisting  that  every 
i  Naval  Reservist  during  the  first  five  years 
I  shall  go  to  sea  for  six  months  in  a  man- 
,  of-war,  and   that   is   a  condition    which 
I  should  be  most  reluctant  to  relax.     We 
i  have  no  intention  of  retracing  our  steps 
i  in   that   respect.     It  is  no  use  having  a 
paper   Reserve.     We  want  trained  men. 
,  We  would  rather  put  up  with  a  somewhat 
1  smaller  enrolment  if  it  enabled  us  to  have 
men  who  knew  all   about  a  man-of-war. 
But  I  do  not  accept  the  present  slacker 
i  enrolment  as  normal,  and,  indeed,  since 
the  statement  was  issued  we  have  better 
prospects  of  increasing  the  number  of  men 
;  at  sea.     In  the  Reserve  Squadron,  which 
,  will  be  brought  together  at  Portland  in 
March,  there  will   be,  for  instance,  500 
:  Reserve  men,  who  will  take  their  part  in 
!  all  the  movements.     We  are  not  content 
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with  merely  having  the  men.  We  have 
been  giving  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
the  point  as  to  the  use  to  which  we  should 
put  them  in  case  of  an  emergency.  We 
should  not  absorb  a  very  large  number  of 
the  Reserve  in  order  to  man  every  ship 
that  we  could  possibly  send  to  sea.  But 
we  are  engaged  in  the  study  of  a  plan  as 
to  how  to  employ  and  utilise  them  to  the 
very  best  advantage,  and  we,  therefore, 
think  it  would  be  letter  to  obtain  powers 
to  call  up  a  certain  number  of  the  Reserve, 
if  we  required  them — say  10,000  or  15,000 
instead  of  the  whole  29,000  at  once. 
At  present,  as  the  law  stands,  if  we  were 
to  call  out  the  Reserve  for  mobilisation 
we  should  have  to  call  out  the  whole 
29,000;  so  we  propose  to  introduce  a 
short  Bill,  which  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  be  willing  to  pass,  to  give  us  some- 
what more  elasticity  in  the  calling  up  of 
the  Reserve.  It  is  often  asked,  Will  the 
Naval  Reservists  turn  up  when  they  are 
wanted  1  The  same  question  was  asked 
with  regard  to  the  Army  Reserve.  The 
Army  Reservists  came  up  when  the  call 
was  made  on  them,  and  l  see  no  reason 
whatever  w,hy  the  Naval  Reservists  should 
not  show  the  same  alacrity  in  fulfilling 
their  engagements  as  was  shown  by  the 
Army  Reservists.  But  we  are  not  con- 
tent even  to  leave  matters  entirely  in  this 
position.  We  have  been  looking  around 
for  further  organised  Reserves.  There  is 
another  Reserve  which  is  very  little  heard 
of :  it  is  that  most  excellent  Reserve,  the 
seamen  pensioners,  numbering  4,500  men, 
who  have  earned  their  pensions  and  have 
gone  into  the  Seamen  Pensioners  Reserve, 
and  who  for  a  slight  remuneration  do  a 
certain  amount  of  drill  every  year,  and 
are  ready  to  be  called  out  in  an  emer- 
gency. The  importance  of  this  Reserve 
is  that  the  majority  of  the  men  are  petty 
officers,  and  these  4,500  seasoned  men 
would  be  invaluable  as  petty  officers  for 
the  29,000  Reserve  men,  and  we  are  now 
considering  how  these  two  organisations 
can  be  brought  together.  But  that  is  an 
existing  Reserve.  We  find  that  there  is 
no  Reserve  for  the  seamen  who  take 
their  discharge  after  twelve  years  service 
without  re-engagement.  The  statistics  of 
the  discharge  of  these  men  do  not  give  a 
right  impression  of  the  facts,  because  a 
great  many  of  them  re-enrol  after  six 
months,  though  they  count  as  having 
taken  their  discharge.  But  no  doubt 
there  is  a  great  number  of  these  men  who 
do  not  enrol  themselves  in  this  Reserve, 
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and  I  am  told  that  only  one  in  five  of 
them  join  the  Naval  Reserve,  which  is  an 
entirely  different  body,  composed  of  fisher- 
men and  sailors  of  the  mercantile  marine. 
These  are  men  who  are  experts,  who 
belong  to  the  prime  of  the  service,  and 
whom  it  would  be  most  desirable  to 
secure.  Now  there  is  no  Marine  Reserve. 
We  are  at  the  present  time  studying 
plans  for  sweeping  in  both  marines 
and  seamen  who  have  taken  their  dis- 
charge after  twelve  years,  and  I  hope,  on 
a  future  occasion,  to  be  able  to  lay  figures 
before  the  House  showing  how  we  have 
strengthened  our  resources  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  more  trained  men  we  can  get 
the  more  valuable  our  Reserve  will  be.  I 
should     say     that    both     the     seamen 

Ensioners     who    have     not     joined    a 
«erve,  and  the  Marine  pensioners  who 
have  not  joined  any  Reserve,  are  still  all 
liable  to  be  called   up  until  they  are  55 
years  of  age.    The  men  who  are  not  liable 
to  l>e  called  up  are  those  who  have  taken 
their  discharge  without  pensions.      The       ' 
House  perhaps  does  not  know  the  large 
resources  we  have   in  manning  when  we 
take   into    account    all    those    Reserve* 
together.     We  have  28,000  Royal  Nav  *A 
Reserve,  9,000  seamen  pensioners,  of  whoTft 
4,500   are    in    the    Seamen    Pension*?- t» 
Reserve,  2,800  Marine  pensioners,  makm  :»g 
a  total   of  40,000,  all  liable   to    servi^- 
Besides  these  there  are   115,000  ont-  he 
active  list,  giving  a  total  of  155,000,  fr*r3in 
which  I  deduct  6,000  boys  in  traini^mft 
leaving  149,000  men  whom  we  are  a  "•">;* 
to  call  up  in  case  of  emergency.     Thao   w 
exclusive  of  the  new  proposals  I  am  abd^1 
to  make.      I  do   not  say   whether  it        18 
enough,  but  I  am  putting  the  plain  fa**^18 
before  the  House.      There  is   a   furttr"yr 
attempt  we   are   going   to   make.      I       "e 
House  will  feel,  I  hope,  that  we  are  givE    ^ 
our  attention   seriously   to  this   matO--^* 
We  are  now  inquiring  as  to  how  we 
organise  Naval  Reserves  in  our  coloni 
The  military  instincts  of  the  colonies 
been  so  developed  in  connection  with  t 
war  in   South   Africa  as  to   inspire 
with  the  hope  that,  if  wo  can  only  fii 
an  adequate  system  of  organisation, 
shall  be  able  to  get  valuable  contingfen^^     i 
for  our  Navy  from  Australia,  Canada, aC       ,\ 
elsewhere.     But  there  are  some  diffici^^i 
ties  in  the  way,  partly  on  account  of  tt^^f 
differences  in  wages  in  the  colonies  an*  -^^ 
partly  because  we  have  not  got  the  sam^  ^ 
appliances  for  training  in  the  colonies  tha?  ^Z\ 
we  have  at  home.     W  e  have  had  a  \qu±J** 
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•correspondence  with  some  of  the  authori- 
ties in  Australia.      Our  Commander-in- 
Chief  has  done  his  best,  but,  as  I  have 
said,  we  find  certain  insuperable  difficul- 
ties- -either  that  the  terms  which  would 
have  to  be  given  to  the  Colonial  Reserve 
would  be  so  much  higher  than  the  pay 
of  the  bluejackets  that  discontent  would 
arise  ;  or  that,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we 
did  not  give  these  high   terms,  and  we 
required  the  men  to  undergo  six  months' 
training,  we   should  not  be  able  to  get 
the    colonials.       That    is    a    formidable 
difficulty,  but  it  may  be  possible  to  solve 
it  in  this  way — namely,  not  to  raise  a 
sea-going     Reserve  from   Australia,   but 
-a  Naval    Reserve    for  coast    defence   in 
which  sea  training  would  not  be  indispen- 
sable.    But  that  is  a  matter  for  future 
decision.     I  thought  it  better  to  suspend 
negotiations  on  the  subject  until  federa- 
tion is  established,  as  it  would  be  infinitely 
easier  to  deal  with  one  central  authority 
for  one  Naval  Reserve  than  to  arrange 
for    several   Reserves   with    four  or  five 
distinct      Governments      in     Australia. 
With      Newfoundland     we      are     more 
-advanced.      There    wages     are     not    so 
high,  and  there  the  fishing  industry    is 
**o  managed  that  it  may  be  agreeable  to 
t.  he  fishermen  to  be  employed  for  a  period  in 
«h.    man-of-war  during  the  time  the  fishing 
ssoason  is  closed.     In  that  direction  there 
i**  more  hope.     They  have  asked  that  we 
should  reduce  the  time  of  training  from 
**i;x   to  four  months  to  conform  to  their 
l«>cal  exigencies.      No  final  decision  has 
1  K*«n  taken  in  the  matter,  but  I  thought 
it    my  duty  to  the  colonies  to  inform  the 
House  of  the  interest  they  have  shown  in 
*his    attempt    to  form  a  Colonial  Naval 
lioserve,  and  their  great  desire  that  the 
■negotiations  should  be  ultimately  success- 
ful.    Let  me  say  a  word  on  an  important 
*  >ranch  of  the  personnel — I  mean  the  engi- 
*Mierw.     Those  who  have  read  my  printed 
•statement  will  see  that  we  have  tried  to 
r**eet  the  desires  of  the  engineers  to  as 
«&*eat  an  extent  as  we  have  found  com- 
l^atiblc  with  the  general  interests  of  the 
^*?rvice ;    but,  as  my    printed   statement 
***ay   not  have  been  as  accessible  to  the 
engineers  as  I  should  hope,  I  should  like 
*•<>  read  what  we  have  done — 

"  The  promotion,  status,  and  pay  of  engineer 
^^flieera  Lave  been  recently  considered  by  a 
T^inniittee  of  the  Board,  with  the  result  that 
2L"je  following  changes  have  been  approved  :— 
Ane  lUt  of  chief  inspectors  of  machinery  has 
5**en  increased  from  five  to  eight,  and  that  of 
•^pectoTB  of  machinery  from  eight  to  thirteen. 


The  engineer- in -chief  has  been  given  the  rela- 
tive rank  of  a  rear  admiral.  The  rank  of 
staff  engineer  has  l>een  abolished.  Chief  engi- 
neers will  rank  with  lieutenants  of  and  above 
eight  years  seniority,  while  engineers  on  pro- 
motion will  rank  with  lieutenants  of  less  tnan 
eight  years'  seniority  instead  of,  as  now,  with 
but  after  lieutenants.  In  other  respects  the 
relative  rank  of  engineer  officers  remains  un- 
changed. Engineers  will  be  given  a  new  scale 
of  pay — namely,  on  promotion,  lUs.  a  day ; 
after  four  years,  lis.  a  day  ;  after  eight  years, 
12s.  a  day  ;  and  the  allowance  of  Is.  a  day  at 
present  paid  to  senior  engineers  for  all  snips 
will  be  replaced  by  a  scale  varying,  according 
to  responsibility,  from  Is.  to  2s.  (>d.  a  day." 

There  is  one  other  important  branch  of 
the  service  about  which  I  should  like  to 
say  a  word.  I  mean  the  medical  service. 
We  are  doing  what  we  can  to  give  the 
medical  officers  in  the  Navy  greater 
opportunities  for  studying  and  informing 
themselves  generally  with  reference  to 
the  progress  of  medical  science,  and  also 
to  relieve  them  of  burdens  which  seem  to 
us  unjust.  Hitherto  the  medical  officers 
have  had  to  supply  their  own  surgical 
instruments,  and,  as  a  consequence,  which 
was  not  unnatural,  in  many  ships  the 
supply  of  surgical  and  other  instruments 
and  drugs,  which  are  so  essential  for  the 
welfare  of  the  sailors,  has  not  been 
sufficient.  We  have  therefore  thought 
it  our  duty  to  improve  this  service  to  the 
best  of  our  ability.  I  hope  these  details 
are  of  some  interest ;  I  have  given  them 
'.  fully  in  order  that  they  may  be  read  by 
!  others  who  take  a  great  interest  in  naval 
matters.  I  now  pass  to  another  question, 
not  more  interesting,  but  quite  as  interest- 
ing— the  question  of  materiel.  I  will 
speak,  in  the  first  instance,  of  construction 
,  during  the  present  financial  year.  The 
|  House  will  observe  in  the  statement  an 
'  intimation  that  the  two  ironclads  of  which 
I  spoke  last  year — the  i%  Albemarle  "  and 
the  "  Montagu  "  —have  been  begun.  It 
seems  a  very  long  time  since  the  Hague 
Conference  assembled  to  consider  the 
question  of  mutual  disarmament,  held  its 
meetings,  and  when  it  was  called  together, 
the  House  will  rememl)er,  we  suggested 
as  a  Government  that  possibly  the 
laying  down  of  further  lwittleships 
might  be  kept  in  suspense,  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  what  the  decision  of  the 
Hague  Conference  might  be.  This  country, 
maligned  as  it  generally  is  for  an  aggressive 
intention,  was,  I  think,  the  only  one  which 
made  a  suggestion  of  the  kind  or  met  in 
any  degree  the  peaceful  spirit  which 
inspired,    most    sincerely    inspired,     the 
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Tsar  in    calling   the    Conference.      The  !  advice  obtainable,  and  have  altered  our 
Conference   met,   and   soon   it   appeared  ]  programme,  substituting  for  these  small 
that    disarmament    was     a     policy    too  :  cruisers   a  second-class  cruiser  of  an  im- 
Utopian  to  be  entertained,  or  even  reduc-    proved  "Hermes"  type.  In  this  I  think  the 
tion     of     armaments.       Other    valuable  i  House  will  consider  us  justified,  and  the 
matters   arose  in  the  Conference,  but  as  «  second-class  cruiser  will  come  within  the 
to   progressive    reduction   of  armaments  |  limits  of  liability  sanctioned   by    Parlia- 
notning  at  all  was  done  ;  and  in  the  next    ment  for  the  three  third-class  vessels.  The 
six   months    succeeding   the    Conference    proposed  second-class   cruiser   will   have 
more  gigantic  programmes,  stretching  for- ;  the   same    armament    as   others   of    the 
ward  for  eight,  sixteen,  and  twenty  years,  j  type,     a     speed     of    about    twenty-one 
were   conceived  and    elaborated   by   the  I  knots,     and   a    slightly    larger  displace- 
Governments  represented  at   the  Hague    ment.     The  design  is  not  yet  complete. 
Conference  than  had  ever  been  put  for-    I  come  now  to  the  most  regrettable  part 
ward  by  those  Powers  before.     Well,  we  j  of  my  statement — the  failure  on  the  part  of 
commenced    the    two     ironclads    which  j  contractors  forarmour,hulls,  and  machinery 
figured  in  the   programme  of  last  year.  :  to  earn  the  money  taken  by  us  in  our 
Then   there  is  another  point   connected  ,  Estimates,  which  we  hoped  would  have 
with  the  programme  of  last  year — namely,  I  been  spent  in  the  year.     It  is  much  to  he 
that  we  have  dropped  our  proposal  to  lay    deplored  that  we  find  that  £  1,400,000  or 
down  three  third-class  cruisers  of  rather  |  more  of  the  sum  placed  at  our  disposal 
larger  dimensions   than    the    "  Pelorus  "    has  not  been  earned.     The  mosj  accurate 
class,  intended   to  be  very  fast,  and  de-  !  calculations  were  made,  ship   by  ship,  on 
signed    for    special    purposes.       In    the  I  the  basis  of  what  we  supposed  contractor 
statement     laid     before     the     House     I    would  earn.      But  contractors  have  not 
have       described       the       considerations    earned  the  amount  expected,  and  a  sum 
which      induced      us     to     change     our  !  of  £1,400,000  remains  unspent  for  these 
plan.      We   were  guided   in  the   matter  I  purposes.       Here    I    cannot    resist   the 
to  a  certain  extent  by  the  experience  of  !  temptation  to  refer  to  an  interpretation 
other  countries.  France  had  also  intended    that  has  been  put  upon  this  failure  to  ex- 
to  lay  down  some  very  fast  small  cruisers,  [  pend  this  sum,  for  it  is  the  most  extrava- 
but  the  French  naval  architects,  like  our    gant  case  of  the  imaginative  perversion  of 
own,    appear    to  have    found    the  task  I  facts  which  I  have  ever  come  across.   I 
impossible  to  perform,  and  the   French  '  have   seen   it  seriously  suggested   in  a 
Government  have   withdrawn  the   small  |  serious  newspaper  that  the  Treasury  inter- 
third-class  cruisers  from  their  programme,  |  fered  to  prevent  this  expenditure,  thatpres- 
just  as  we  have  dropped  them  from  ours.  .  sure  was  put  upon  us  mt  to  spend  money 
The   attempt   was  to   put    an  enormous  I  which  belonged  not  to  us  but  to  the  con- 
amount  of  machinery  within  a  vessel  of  '  tractors.     The  writer  imagined  the  Chan- 
very   small   dimensions.     That  has  been  j  ccllor  of  the  Exchequer   coming  to  the 
accomplished  in  the  torpedo-destroyers —  !  Admiralty  and  saying,   "  Tell  your  con- 
they  are  light  and  very  delicate  instru 
ments  ;  but  when  we  came  to  try  it  on  a 


tractors  to  drop  work,  because  I  should 
like  a  little  more  money  to  wipe  off  debt 

larger   scale  it   was  thought   that   these  =  at  the   end   of   the  year."     This  is  the 

third-class  cruisers  would  only  be  torpedo-  j  absurd    idea  seriously  put    forward,  the 

destroyers   on  a  larger   scale,  that  they    fact  being  that  wo  at  the  Admiralty  h**"6 

would  not  have  the  necessary  seagoing  or 

fighting    power,  and,    therefore,  it   was 

thought   better   not    to    emlrark    on  an 

ambitious  attempt,  which,  though  it  would 

result  in  the  appearance  of  a  great  success, 

might  turn  out  to  be  impracticable  in  war. 

The  Russian   Government  have  taken  a 

different  view  and  have  two  such  vessels 

under  construction,    one   in  Copenhagen 

and  one  in  Germany.     Whether  they  will 

be   successful  or  not  is  for  the   Russian 

Government  to  judge  :  they  may  have  a 

special  object  in  obtaining  craft  of  this 

kind.     We  have  been  guided  by  the  best 

Mr.  Goschen. 


been  straining  every  nerve  to  keep  the 
contractors  up  to  their  work,  visit  after 
visit  having  been  made  to  the  armour 
manufacturers  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  they  could  not  produce  more- 
Notwithstanding  this,  such  an  idea**8 
started.  I  need  not  assure  the  Hou* 
that  our  anxiety  has  been  to  usefully 
spend  every  shilling  Parliament  has  pltf** 
at  our  disposal.  We  deplore  a  conditton 
of  things  which  the  House  must  realise m 
relation  to  our  construction  prognun&m6- 
It  appeal's  that,  so  far  as  machinery,  bulk 
and  armour  are  concerned,  it  is  difficult  to 
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produce  more  than  we  are  asking  for.  We 
have  been  putting  a  pretty  strong  strain 
on     manufacturers;     there     are     fifteen 
battleships  and  fourteen  armoured  cruisers 
under  construction,  and  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  are  pretty  well  occupied.  Under 
such  conditions  some  critics  ask  that  we 
should  lay  down,  not  two  battleships  and 
six  armoured  cruisers,  but  ten  battleship 
and  thirty  armoured  cruisers.      It  would 
l>c  distinctly  dishonest  on  our  part  if  we 
were  to  suggest  that  we  could  undertake 
building    and    ask   Parliament    to    vote 
money  for  ships  we  cannot  build  within 
the  time.      Our  programme  is  limited  to 
what   we  believe   to    be    the  output  of 
the  country  in  armour,  hulls,  machinery, 
and  the  vast  number  of  accessories  to  be 
provided.       The    limit     has     been    laid 
down  after  careful  investigation  founded 
on   experience.      Once   before  our    pro- 
gramme  was   limited  by   the   output  of 
armour.      The  great  armour,  firms  were 
sanguine  that  they  could  produce  so  many 
thousand  tons,  but  unfortunately  their 
expectations  were  not  realised,  and  though 
they  have  increased  their  plant  by  nearly 
50  per  cent,  beyond  what  it  was  in  the 
previous  year,   we    are    still    short    by 
£400,000  of  the  value  of  the  armour  we 
expected  would  have  been  produced.     I 
may  have  a  few  more   observations  to 
make  on  our  programme.    As  I  have  said, 
the  main  portion  is  two  battleships,  six 
first-class    armoured    cruisers,    and    one 
second  -  class   cruiser.      Shipbuilding    in 
foreign   countries,  of    course,   has  great 
interest    at     the    present     time.      Our 
proposed  expenditure  for  the  year  1900-1 
is  ,£8,460,000.     Russia  in  ordinary  esti- 
mates proposes  to  spend  £2,300,000,  and 
under      the      famous      ukase      another 
j£2,O0O,0O0,  making  together  £4,300,000. 
France  will  spend  in  the  financial  year 
£4,154,000,  according  to  estimates  ;  and 
added  together  the  expenditure  of  the 
two  Powers  makes  £8,454,000,  or,  by  an 
extraordinary      accidental      coincidence, 
£6,000  short  of  our  expenditure.     Ger- 
many will  spend  about  three-and-a-half 
millions.     Then  there  is  a  point  which 
I  .think  will  interest  the   House.     The 
French  reporter  of  the  committee  which 
considers  the  Naval  Budget  states  that 
materials  in  France  for  shipbuilding  cost 
40  per  cent,  more  than  in  England,  and 
that  labour  costs  10  per  cent.  more.     1 
c&n  scarcely  believe  that  materials  cost 
40  per  cent  more,  but  the  French  experts 
ought  to  know.    Generally,  taking  their 


'  shipbuilding    in    France,    and    probably 
Russia,  as  20  per  cent,  dearer  than  here, 
,  we    have    an    advantage    amounting  to 
no  less   than    about    £1,700,000  on  the 
expenditure     in     the     two     countries— 
that  is  to  say,  though  the  expenditure 
here  might  be  the  same  as  in  France  and 
,  Russia    combined,    we    should    build  an 
additional    battleship   and   an  additional 
cruiser.    I  have  verified  this  view  by  com- 
paring the  cost  of  individual  ships.    Their 
ironclads  and  cruisers  cost  more  than  our 
ironclads  and  cruisers.     That  is  an  advan- 
tage which  we  have.      Perhaps   it   may 
also   interest    the   House    to  know   that 
France  has  completed  two  or  three  iron- 
clads, and  that  she  will  have  under  con- 
struction this  year  three  ironclads,    and 
.  probably  if  her  new  programme  is  carried 
out  she  will  lay  down  two  more  towards 
!  the  end   of  the  year.     Let  me  say  one 
word   with    reference    to   the   new   pro- 
grammes of  France  and  Germany.     Those 
programmes  require  to  be  analysed  if  we 
are  to  understand  their  true  proportions. 
Germany   is   starting  a   programme    for 
sixteen  years.     Her  programme  for  per- 
sonnel is  to  extend  up  to  1 920.     Germany's, 
programme  reaches  the  appalling  figure  of 
70  millions  sterling.     France  has   got  a 
programme  spread  over  eight  years  of  28 
millions  sterling.     Germany's  first  year's 
,  expenditure  amounts  to  £4,380,000  ;  and 
France's     first      year's     expenditure     is 
£4,154,000,  but  the  House  will  see  that 
these  appalling  figures  are  for  programmes 
spread  over  a  very  large  number  of  years, 
r  and  that  what  you  have  got  to  look  at  is 
the  annual  sum  which  will  be  spent,  and 
not  these  gigantic  totals.     I  compare  our 
annual  expenditure  of  £8,000,000  with 
the  annual  expenditure  which  is  contem- 
plated under  their  great  proposals.     If  we 
were  to  act  upon  the  German  principle,  and 
have  a  programme  extending  over  sixteen 
years,  at  our  present  rate  the  expenditure 
would  be   £128,000,000   instead   of  the 
£70,000,000  of  Germany,  and  applying 
the  same  parallel  calculation  as  regards 
France    we    should    find    our    expendi- 
ture  was    £64,000,000    instead   of    the 
£28,000,000   which  is   contemplated  by 
France.      I   do   not   know   whether  any 
persons  in  this  country  would  have  wished 
I  us  to  lay  down  a  programme  for  the  next 
;  sixteen  years  or  even  for  the  next  eight 
i  years.     I  know  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
|  the  Meml>er  for  West  Monmouth  would 
,  not  have  liked  a  Naval  Defence  Act  of 
|  that  character,  and  I  think  now  a  Naval 
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Defence  Act  is  unnecessary,  because  the 
country  has  been  thoroughly  accustomed 
to  certain  principles  and  to  a  continuity 
of  policy  in  this  matter.  The  difficulty 
before  the  Naval  Defence  Act  was  that 
with  constant  changes  of  administration 
the  Estimates  went  up  and  down,  but  I 
must  say  that  I  shall  never  regret  that  I 
was  a  party  to  the  Naval  Defence  Act 
which  gave  us  a  large  number  of  ships 
built  as  we  intended  them  to  1x3  built  and 
in  the  numbers  which  we  intended  to 
have.  But  now  we  are  in  such  a  position 
that  I,  for  my  part,  would  prefer  to  look 
on  and  see  how  these  great  Naval  Defence 
Acts  of  foreign  countries  are  going  to 
work  out.  ^Ye  know  that  France  in- 
tends during  that  time  to  lay  down  six 
battleships  and  five  armoured  cruisers.  I 
.should  like  to  see  what  class  of  battleships 
And  of  armoured  cruisers  they  will  be.  It 
is  always  interesting  to  learn  from  foreign 
■countries,  and  the  French  are  extremely 
clever,  as  everyone  admits,  in  naval  con- 
struction. I  think  we  had  better  go  for- 
ward now  with  our  annual  Estimates, 
keeping  them  on  the  same  lines  and  on 
the  same  principles.  The  House  will  see, 
if  I  have  managed  to  at  all  make  them 
understand  our  position,  that  our  Esti- 
mate of  £8,000,000  for  constructive  pur- 
poses now  is  quite  equivalent  to  the 
larger  programmes  which  have  l>een  made 
by  other  countries,  and  that  these  large  pro- 
grammes ought  not  to  alarm  us  in  that 
respect.  Of  course,  these  programmes 
arc  large,  and  it  will  require  great 
vigilance  and  constant  sacrifice  and  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  House  and  the 
country  to  keep  ourselves  abreast  of  this 
great  development  of  naval  power  which 
is  being  made,  not  only  in  France  and 
Russia  and  Germany,  but  also  in  the 
United  States  and  Japan.  In  all  directions 
we  see  this  great  increase  of  naval  con- 
struction. I  have  explained  how  I  con- 
sider that  our  programme  of  battleships 
and  cruisers  is  adequate,  and  I  have  also 
explained  that  it  is  limited  by  the  power 
of  the  contractors  and  private  firms. 
Then,  it  may  be  said,  "  Why  do  you  not 
increase  the  number  of  men  in  your  dock- 
yards ad  libit  am,  and  so  be  enabled  to  lay 
down  more  ships?"  There  are  many 
difficulties  in  the  way.  In  the  first  place, 
we  should  have  the  same  difficulty  as 
regards  armour  and  material.  Then  let 
the  House  understand  that  there  is 
only  a  certain  limited  number  of  men 
belonging  to  the  industries  engaged 
Mr.  Goschtn. 


in   shipbuilding    and    engineering.      We 
raise  the  number  of  men   in  our  dock- 
yards this  year  to  32,000,  which  is  the 
largest  figure  it  has  ever  stood  at.     It 
stood  at  27,000  a  few  years  ago.       If  we 
endeavoured  to  increase  it  still  more  we 
should  simply  be  drawing  away  a  certain 
number  of  shipwrights  and  boilermakers 
and  others  from  the  private  firms  engaged 
in  building  our  cruisers  and  battleships. 
We  should  not  gain  much  in  that  way. 
We  do  propose  to  employ  more  lal>our. 
We  have  taken  an  addition  of  £90,000 
for  labour  in  our  dockyards,  but  we  pro- 
pose to  employ  that  additional  labour  in 
a  still  more   energetic  course  of  repairs 
and  refits  than  we  have  l>een  engaged  in 
I  in  the  past.     The  House  will  see  that  at 
i  critical  times  repairs  and  refits  of  ships 
mean  providing  for  the  immediate  future, 
while  the  laying  down  of  ships  which  may 
be  finished  three  years  hence  means  the* 
distant    future.      Therefore,    in    critical 
times  it  is  our  duty  to  take  every  ship  in 
hand  in  that  way  that  deserves  repairs, 
and  push  on  those  repairs  as  fast  as  we 
can,  so  as  to  have  as  many  ships  as  possi- 
ble  available  at  a  given   time  for  any 
emergency  that  may  arise.      But  we  do 
not   repair   ships   which  do  not  deserve 
repairs,  and  in  this  connection  I  may  say 
something  which   I  am  certain  will  give 
gratification  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.    We  are 
going  to  strike  off  at  once  some  of  the 
older  ships  from  our  list — the  "  Warrior, 
the    "Boadicea,"    the    "  Belleisle,"    the 
1  "Black  Prince,"  and  some  others.     The 
,  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  others  laugh, 
1  but  I  would  point  out  that  on  the  French 
i  list  there  are  some  good  old  friends.    I 
see  three  battleships  continuing  to  figure 
on  the  French  list  with  which  I  was  Fr" 
fectly  familiar,  and  looked  upon  as  very 
fine  ships  indeed,  when  I  had  to  propose 
the  Navy  Estimates  in  1874.     So  that  I 
hope  that  when  these  comparisons  »re 
made,  and  when  we  strike  off  our  ship8* 
the  same  course  may  be  followed  by  the 
'  French  Government,  or,  at  all  events,  hy 
those   who  draw    up    comparative  B^J 
between  the  two  countries.      There  *w 
be  another  opportunity   for  considering 
whether  our  programme  should  include 
any  second-class  cruisers.      These  second- 
class   cruisers  have    their    uses   for  the 
protection  of  commerce  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  give  up 
their  construction,  though,  on  the  whole, 
,  I    think   that    opinion,    both  here  »,Ki 
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abroad,  is  rather  coming  to  the  point  of  i  ships  soon,  indeed  at  once,  and  to  fit  it 
having  a  large  number  of  ships  of  each  i  with  plant  for  repairing.  We  shall  then 
class  and  diminishing  the  number  of  the  \  see  what  further  action  is  to  be  taken, 
classes — of  having  as  much  homogeneity  \  The  House  must  not,  however,  forget  that 
in  all  classes  as  possible.  I  come  now  to  >  we  have  two  ships  already  employed 
the  appendages  of  our  Fleet.  I  was  j  on  this  work — the  "  Vulcan "  in  the 
asked  a  question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  '  Mediterranean,  which  is  doing  very 
Belfast  with  reference  to  repairing  ships,  good  work,  and  the  "  Hecla "  in  the 
telegraph  ships,  andcolliers.  I  will  state  our  '  Channel,  which  is  also  a  very  good  ship, 
policy  to  the  House  with  reference  to  these  !  undertaking  the  repairs  of  torpedo- 
ships.  As  regards  telegraph  ships.  That  I  destroy ers  and  torpedo-lwats  and  craft  of 
matter  has  been  most  carefully  considered  ,  that  kind.  The  House  must  understand 
by  us.  In  all  our  strategical  combinations  ,  that  we  have  this  matter  well  in  hand 
-  -and  we  are  engaged  in  considering  and  that  we  quite  appreciate  its  import- 
strategy — the  question  of  telegraph  ships  ance.  Then  as  to  the  third  class  —the 
greatly  enters.  But  we  do  not  think  we  ,  colliers — there  again  we  think  that,  on 
should  be  wise  in  buying  or  constructing  !  the  whole,  using  private  enterprise  will  do 
telegraph  ships  ourselves,  but  that  we  '  better  than  building  our  own  colliers.  But 
should  do  far  better  by  utilising  the  ■  we  are  bound  to  make  such  arrangements 
services  of  private  enterprise  and  the  cable  as  will  ensure  the  free  use  of  colliers  in 
ships  of  the  companies  who,  in  time  of  time  of  war.  We  have  made  a  useful  ex- 
peace,  are  engaged  in  that  work  and  are  !  periment  in  this  direction  and  we  now 
continually  seeking,  under  the  pressure  of  "  charter  colliers  for  a  year  instead  of  for 
competition,  to  improve  their  plant  and  !  the  voyage,  and  perhaps  for  a  longer  time 
to  develop  every  new  invention.  The  \  in  order  to  give  the  owners  of  colliers  an 
House  may  be  assured  that  we  know  .  opportunity  of  improving  their  plant  in 
what  we  are  al>out.  We  are  in  communi-  the  hope  of  permanent  employment.  We 
cation  with  the  cable  companies,  and  we  believe  that  under  this  system,  under  the 
liave   found   every   disposition   on    their 


pressure  of  competition,  we  shall  be  able 
to  get  the  necessary  class  of  colliers  for 
the  services  that  we  necessarily  require. 


put  to  facilitate  any  organisation  and  any 
uteps  which  may  be  taken,  so  that,  when 
«n  emergency  arises,  Meml>ers  need  not 
fear  that  we  shall  then  have  to  improvise  '      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
our  arrangements.    The  arrangements  are    And  speed  ? 
considered     beforehand    very     carefully  '■ 

and  very  thoroughly.  Then  as  regards  j  *Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes.  But  the  dim- 
repairing  ships.  We  recognise  the  im-  !  culty  of  speed  in  colliers  is  this  :  as  my 
portance  of  these  ships.  I  do  not  know  '  hon.  friend  must  see,  to  get  speed  you 
whether  those  hon.  Memters  who  have  j  require  large  machinery  and  engines  and 
studied  this  question  have  read  the  j  large  boiler-room,  which  occupy  a  large 
annual  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  !  portion  of  the  centre  of  the  ship.  Then 
of  Steam  Engineering  of  the  United  States  j  again,  speed  involves  that  the  collier  eats 
^Navy.  They  will  find  there  an  explana- '  away  the  coal  which  the  collier  ought  to 
tion  and  description  of  the  enormous  ser-  j  carry  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet.  As  my 
vice*  rendered  to  the  American  fleet ,  hon.  friend  will  see,  there  are  two  sides  to 
in  the  late  war  by  a  repairing  ship.  I  do  |  this  question,  but  we  shall  endeavour  to 
not  think  I  nead  labour  this  point.  They  j  get  the  highest  speed  we  can.  At  any 
ure  very  economical  because  they  may  I  rate  we  have  not  neglected  our  duty  in 
keep  ships  out  of  the  dockyards,  and  i  regard  to  these  ships.  We  are  engaged 
nothing  is  worse  for  economy  than  when  i  in  considering  the  best  methods  of  carry- 
ships  go  into  dockyards  for  small  repairs.  \  ing  ammunition,  stores,  and  provisions 
We  do  not  propose  to  build  such  ships,  from  the  bases  of  fleets  to  the  several 
Vnit  we  propose  that  we  should  now  stations.  The  methods  have  been  de- 
contract  to  purchase  a  ship  of  the  mer- 1  termined  for  some  time  past.  We  are  in 
eantile  marine,  and  we  find  that  there  '  possession  of  the  views  of  the  Com- 
**re  ships  engaged  in  the  transport  service  I  manders-in-Chief,  but  we  have  not  yet 
which  are  very  suitable  and  appropriate  i  come  to  a  final  conclusion.  The  whole  of 
for  the  purpose.  You  require  the  large  this  question  of  mobilisation  and  organisa- 
apace  which  you  find  in  ships  of  the  mercan-  tion  has  occupied,  and  must  occupy,  our 
tile  marine.    We  hope  to  buy  one  of  these  ;  careful  attention.     Now  I  must  offer  an 
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.apology  to  the  House  for  detaining  them 
so  long  with  a  great  many  technical 
matters.  It  is  difficult  to  choose 
subjects  which  will  he  of  general  in- 
terest. I  know  I  have  omitted  many 
.things,  and  have  only  slightly  touched 
.many  important  points.  But  I  have  no 
doubt  my  critics  and  friends  will  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  answering  their 
♦criticisms  either  upon  our  programme  or 
upon  general  administration.  To  sum  up, 
the  substance  of  the  Estimates  is  that  our 
expenditure  is  to  be  twenty-seven  and  a- 
half  millions  and  our  perxonnrl  is  to  be 
.115,000  men:  including  our  Naval  Re- 
serves it  is  to  be  150,000  men.  We  hope 
to  create  two  new  reserves.  In  the  dock- 
yards there  are  to  be  32,000  men.  The 
expenditure  on  ships  is  to  be  £8,460,000. 
"We  are  to  lay  down  two  battleships  and 
six  armoured  cruisers,  besides  other 
smaller  vessels,  bringing  up  the  total 
numl>er  of  ships  which  will  be  under  con- 
struction or  passing  through  construction 
in  the  coming  financial  year  to  seventeen 
Iwittleshipa,  twenty  armoured  cruisers, 
four  protected  cruisers,  twenty-one 
destroyers,  and  other  small  ships. 
But  the  vastness  of  these  forces  in  men 
and  ships  does  not  entirely  give  the  clue 
to  what  we  have  to  do,  localise  we  have 
most  carefully  to  consider  the  use  to 
which  we  must  put  these  great  forces,  the 
strategy  which  is  to  underlie  their  oper- 
ations, and  all  the  precautions  which  have 
to  be  taken.  We  are  much  preoccupied 
with  questions  of  this  kind.  The  Intelli- 
gence Department  has  been  strengthened 
from  year  to  year.  It  now  contains  eight 
naval  and  five  marine  officers,  so  that 
there  are  thirteen  men,  all  picked  men. 
We  are  anxious  to  get  as  much  brain 
power  as  possible  into  the  department, 
and  we  have  been  very  successful  in  doing 
so.  We  have  divided  this  department 
into  three  -mobilisation,  foreign  infor- 
mation, and  strategy,  and  each  has  at  its 
head  an  Assistant-Director  of  Intelligence, 
all  being  under  the  Director-General  of 
Intelligence.  I  may  fairly  state  that  we 
receive  intelligence  from  all  portions  of  our 
•dominions.  Our  plans  are 
worked  out  and  the  geography 
is  carefully  mapped  out  so  that  Ave  know 
.  every  trade  route  and  can  tell  off  at  once 
.all  the  ships  that  are  to  be  posted  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world  for  the  protection 

•  of   our  coasts  and   our   commerce.     The 

•  question  has  been  asked  by  a  writer,  Is 
-our  Fleet    perfect? 

Mr.  Goarhen. 


44  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  says 
it  is."  I  have  never  ventured  on  such  an 
opinion.  No  administrator  who  knows 
his  business  could  possibly  believe  in  the 
perfection  of  such  a  vast  organisation  as 
this.  The  very  statement  which  I  have 
placed  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
shows  that  it  is  improvement  that  we  are 
aiming  at  improvement  in  every  direc- 
tion with  no  consciousness  that  we  are 
arriving  at  perfection.  There  can  be  no 
perfection  except  -and  this  is  the  only 
exception — in  the  loyalty,  the  sense  of 
duty,  and  the  "  go  "  of  the  officers,  and 
the  courage  and  handiness  of  the  seamen 
and  the  marines.  I  know  of  nothing  else 
that  is  perfection.  We  do  our  best,  and 
the  task  is  a  very  heavy  one,  but  we  do 
not  dream  of  perfection.  I  hope  there  is 
nothing  in  what  I  have  said  which  looks 
like  glorification  of  the  Navy  or  of  the 
Admiralty.  I  hope  I  have  said  nothing 
to  give  that  impression.  I  have  not 
waved  the  flag,  but  the  flag  is  there  ;  and 
I  think  that  now,  as  heretofore,  all  the 
citizens  of  the  British  Empire,  lx>th  in 
these  islauds  and  beyond  the  seas,  even 
in  these  days  of  storm  and  stress,  may 
rest  content  that  under  that  flag  thevvr 
interest  and  their  honour  are  safe. 

*Sik      U.      KAY'-SHUTTLEWOBT?  ^ 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  said  that  when  thm.    e\* 
had  a  corresponding  delate  a  year  ago         it 
was  held  under  the  influence  of  the  strud^Bng 
contrast  between,  on  the  one  hand,  t^^thc 
hopes  which  were  entertained  regardi^E~  m£ 
the  outcome  of  the   Czar's  Peace  Ci^*^1" 


ference,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  vs.  **t 
increments  in  the  naval  and  military  »  e.x" 
penditure  in  this  and  some  other  counti  -^rl®5 
in  the  world.  The  Peace  Conference  \m  ^ia" 
now  been  held,  but  that  was  not  t^T  ^e 
opportunity  for  discussing  its  posits  — 'ive 
results.  He  feared,  however,  it  could  ir""^-n0t 
beheld  that  the  prevention  of  war,  t^^  th® 
interruption  of    shipbuilding  activity  { 

Continental  Powers,  the  abandonment        -^ 
the   practice    of    formulating    ambitio 
paper  programmes  for  sixteen  years,  » 
eight  years,  or  shorter  terms,  were  amor* 
carefully  |  the  results  of  that  Conference.     He  w*~* 
of  the  seas  j  sure    the    House,    under    these    circmc^-^™ 
|  stances,  would  not  complain  if  theGover*^^  rn[ 
j  ment,  determined  to  maintain  the  nation^-^*1* 
i  policy  of  an  equality  with  two  Powerr^^  '"" 
proposed  to  go  on  on  the  same  lines  as  i  ^ 
!  recent  years.     The  House  and  the  count 
,  might    rest    assured    that    whether 
and    he    continued,  i  regarded     naval     works,     shipbuildin^^^ 


or 
►ng 
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manning  of  the  Navy  or  Reserves,  the 
Opposition,    as    a    whole,    remained    as 
much     in    earnest  as  anybody    in     the 
desire  and  determination  to  maintain  and 
advance  with  every  modern  improvement 
the  force  and  efficiency  of  the  British 
Navy.       He   wished   distinctly   to   state 
that,  because  it  became  his   duty  to  offer 
some  criticism  on  the  shipbuilding  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government.    He  rejoiced, 
And  the   House   would  rejoice  also,  that 
there  were  no  signs  of  alarm  or  loss  of 
nerve;  that  these  were  not  panic  Estimates. 
There   was   no  doubt  an  increase  in  the 
total  Estimates,  hut  that  did  not  indicate 
^any  special  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.     It  was  partly  due  to  neces- 
sities, especially  with  regard  to  the  per- 
z&onnel,  for  ships  which  had  been  built,  or 
^vere  building,  and  to   improvements  in 
"*he  pay  of  the  engineering  and  signalling 
-staffs.     He   desired  to  say  a  few  words 
~«ipon  a  short  passage  in  the  printed  state- 
ment in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  said  that  the  expenditure 
-**  )ii  new  construction  continually  failed  to 
veach  the  sum  which  was  voted.      That 
«ould  only  relate  to  the   previous  three 
_"Vears.     If    the    House    looked   back    to 
1896-7  they  would  see  that  the  estimated 
expenditure  for  total  new  construction  is 
^£7,384,000,  while  the  actual  amount  was 
^=£7,327,000,  or  only  £57,000  less  than  the 
Estimate.  Previous  to  that  date  the  actual 
-expenditure  year  by  vear  came  up  to  very 
nearly  the  amount  of  the  Estimate.     One 
point    to    which    he    desired    to    draw 
attention  was  the  causes  by  which   con- 
struction had  been  retarded.     Two  years 
-ago  the  retardation  was  due  to  the  dispute 
in  the  engineering  trade,  whilst  last  year  it 
was  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  great  boom  in 
shipbuilding  and  the  difficulties  in  carry- 
ing out  the  increased  work.  In  the  cunent 
^year  special  difficulties  appeared  to  have 
arisen   in  regard  to  obtaining  materials, 
armour,  and  engines,  and  obtaining  the 
jiecessary  labour.      He  was,  however,   a 
little  afraid  lest  the  contractors  had  been 
-allowed  to  become  lax.     Had  contractors, 
perhaps,  been  less  pressed  by  the  Admiral- 
ty than  formerly,  he  urged  the  Govern- 
ment to   make  it  clear  to  them  that  the 
Admiralty  would  be  quite   as  exacting  as 
other  customers.     Contract  dates  were  no 
longer   enforced,  which  led  to  the  result 
■of    our   not  having  the  ships  which  we 
-expected,  and  which  had  been  proposed  as 
necessary   to  our  naval   strength.     The 
'whole     work    of     the    dockyards     was 


'  thrown     out     of      gear     through      the 
failure    of     contractois     to    deliver   the 
necessary      materials,      armour     plates, 
machinery,  etc.,  with  the  result  that  when 
they   were   delivered    it   was   sometimes 
1  necessary  to  resort  to  most  uneconomical 
methods,    such    as    overtime,    in    order 
,  to     hurry      forward      the      work.       A 
close  examination  of   the  Estimates  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  dockyard  work 
had  been  fairly  well  performed  through- 
:  out   the  year,  whilst  the  contract  work 
had    got    into    arrear    to    an    alarming 
extent.     There  had  been  a  short  expendi- 
ture of  £1,400,000  on  the  contract  work 
of  one  shipbuilding  Vote.     Of  this,  more 
than  a  million  was  due  to  short  expendi- 
ture  on   twelve   ships    of    the    greatest 
importance,  namely,  the  four  "  Duncans," 
I  three  of  the  "  Drake  "  class,  and  three  of 
;  the  "  Cressy "  class,  the  "  Monmouth  "  and 
the  "Bedford."  On  the  contracts  for  armour 
alone  £420,000  less  than  was  estimated 
had  been  earned.     He  would  like  to  know 
how  far  the  Admiralty  expected  the  out- 
put of  armour  to  become  more  satisfactory. 
;  He    was  aware   that    the   four   present 
;  contractors   had    had    to    contend    with 
special    difficulties,   because   of   the   new 
hardening  process  introduced  two  or  three 
years  ago.     What  were  the  prospects  for 
coming  years  1      One   great   consolation 
i  remained  that  whilst  delays  took   place 
|  in  our   naval  construction,    delays   of  a 
more  serious  nature  were  a  much  more 
frequent  and   chronic   evil   in  the   ship- 
building   programme    of    another   naval 
Power,  and  that  whilst  we  were  able  to 
build   ships  of   the   *'  Majestic "  class  in 
two  years    or     less,   France    had    been 
unable  to  complete  the  "  Charlemagne  " 
in  less  than  six  to  seven  years,  and  the 
"  Gaulois "   and     "  St.    Louis  "    in    less 
than    live   years.      With  regard  to  the 
new    shipbuilding,    he    did    not   regret 
the  abandonment    of    the    three    third- 
:  class    cruisers    and  the  substitution   for 
I  them    of    a    second-class    cruiser.       He 
|  thought  it  would  be  undesirable  to  build 
any  additional  small  craft  until  they  had 
j  before  them  the  results  of  the  trials  of 
'  the  new  system  of  using  steam-  he  meant 
the  steam  turbine.     If  the  steam  turbine 
turned  out  to  be  a  success  for  torpedo- 
boat  destroyers,    it     might    also    be    a 
,  valuable  reform  on  larger  vessels.     It  was 
a  change  which  was  likely  to  result  in  a 
|  great  saving  of  weight  and,  at  the  same 
|  time,  the  attainment  of  a  much  greater 
!  speed.     He  now  came  to  the  question  of 
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battleships  and  armoured  cruisers.  M. 
Lockroy,  who  had  been  three  times  at 
the  head  of  the  Admiralty  in  France, 
said  in  La  Defense  Narale — ■ 

•'The  coat  of  ships  has  grown  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  has  ?>ecome  impossible  to  our 
country  to  have  at  the  same  time  a  sufficient 
number  of  cruisers  an<l  a  respectable  number 
of  battleship*." 

And  he  then  discussed  the  possibility  of 
a  compromise  in  a  ship  armoiu'ed  with 
modern  steel  uniting  in  itself  the  qualities 
of  a  battleship  and  a  cruiser.  Armoured 
cruisers  had  these  two  advantages — that 
they  cost  rather  less  than  battleships,  and 
they  obtained  a  much  higher  speed. 
They  had  this  disadvantage — that  they 
did  not  carry  quite  as  powerful  an  arma- 
ment. Their  secondary  armament  of 
6-inch  and  other  guns  was  the  same ; 
but  in  place  of  four  12-inch  guns, 
they  carried  two  of  9  2-inch  calibre. 
Speed  was,  however,  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  in  certain  circum- 
stances it  was  possible  to  use  armoured 
cruisers  of  the  "  Cressy  "  type  as  battle- 
ships. When  they  considered  what  was 
going  on  abroad,  it  was  a  grave  question 
whether  the  continuance  of  the  policy  of 
building  battleships  was  as  necessary  as 
the  building  of  modern  armoured  cruisers. 
Our  greater  celerity  in  building  enabled 
us  to  wait  until  we  saw  what  ships  were 
actually  laid  down  abroad,  and  we  need 
not  be  misled  by  paper  programmes, 
which,  perhaps,  were  never  to  be  fulfilled. 
He  submitted  that  the  report  of  the 
French  Budget  Committee,  pointing  out, 
as  regards  the  1896  programme,  how 
thirteen  cruisers  valued  at  over  three 
million  sterling,  besides  certain  rapid 
scout-cruisers,  had  been  abandoned,  and 
thirteen  gunboats  had  apparently  no 
chance  of  being  commenced,  showed  good 
reasons  why  people  in  this  country  might 
view  with  considerable  equanimity  the 
vast  paper  programmes  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  referred ;  and  he 
thought  he  was  justified  in  saying  that  it 
would  be  a  wise  policy  for  this  country 
to  watch  and  see  what  ships  were  actually 
laid  down  by  other  countries  before  being 
frightened  into  proposing  large  pro- 
grammes. M.  de  La  Porte  and  his 
Budget  Committee  said  that  only  a  little 
more  than  half  the  total  value  of  ships 
projected  in  the  1896  programme  had 
been  commenced — only  79  vessels  out  of 
220  -and  their  report  asked — 

**  Were  we  wrong  in  asserting  that  the  pro- 
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gramme  of  1896,  though  hardly  three  yean 
old,  has  finally  ceased  to  exist  ?  " 

M.    de    La  Porte  argued   that,    in  the 

choice  betweeen  a  war  of  squadrons    and 

a   war  against    commerce,  England   will 

choose  the  first,  while  France  would  not 

be  wise  in  risking,  at  the  commencement 

|  of  the  war,  an  encounter  with  her  adver- 

I  sary's  fleet,  but  at  that  stage  would  have 

|  two  objects — 

i 

|  "1.  The  mobile  defence  of  her  coasts,  to 
!  which  would  be  added  offensive  action  within 
-  a  short  radius  by  means  of  torpedo  boats,  sub- 
marine boats,  and  perhaps  mortar  boats  also. 
(2)  War  on  commerce  by  mean**  of  rapid  and 
.  numerous  cruisers  with  a  large  radius  of 
j  action." 

And  M.  de  La  Porte  added  these  words, 
which   were   practically   a   repetition  of 
the     abandonment    of     the    policv    of 
;  1896— 

"  We  have  compelled  ourselves,  in  our  feeble- 
ness,  to  favour  for  the  year   1900   the  com- 
■  mencement  of  torpedo  craft,  submarine  boat* 
I  and  cruisers. 

! 

He  had  only  one  more  extract  to  read, 
i  and  he  wished  to  read  it  to  the  House, 
because  it  was  really  the  conclusion  of 
the  matter.  The  Committee  woundup 
by  saying — 

"  We  are  to-day  asking  the  Chamber  to  fix 
at  £12,388,000  the  total  Budget  of  1900  (for 
the  Navy)— an  increase  of  £344,600.  We 
are  evidently  approaching  the  limit  wbieb 
cannot  be  exceeded,  unless  indeed  our  country, 
renouncing  her  traditional  responsibilities  as  a 
Continental  Power,  should  wish  henceforth  to 
look  to  nothing  except  the  sea  and  the  colonies. 
The  credit*  appropriated  to  naval  construction 
(£4,154,500  for  1900)  seem  to  have  reached 
I  their  culminating  faint." 

I  That  was,  France  spent  half  what  we  spent 
i  and  got  much   less  than  half  the  result. 
;  The    French      Budget    Committee  had 
stated  in  a  formal  way  that  their  naval  ex- 
penditure had  now  reached  a  culminating 
point,    and    therefore    so    far    as  na^al 
expenditure   here    was   concerned   there 
was  no  need  for  panic   or  such  a  huge 
increase    of    expenditure    as    had   been 
proposed    in    some    quarters.      On  the 
question  of  building  more  battleships  he 
would    not   attempt   to   express  a  fin*l 
opinion    without    the    fuller   knowledge 
ssessed   by   the   Board   of  Admiralty* 
•lit  while  he  was  assured  of  the  necessity 
of  building  such  armoured  cruisers  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed,  he  could 
not  help  having  doubts  as  to  the  necessity 
of  two  more  battleships  (in  addition  to 
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year).  He  observed  that  the 
n.  Gentleman  had  taken 
)  instead  of  £750,000  for  the 
ships ;  but  his  own  doubt  was 
t  would  not  be  necessary  to 
rger  provision  for  a  reserve  of 
e  of  war.  With  respect  to  the 
colliers,  probably  the  plan  of 
lliers  immediately  under  the 
the  Admiralty  was  one  which 
«t  development,  for  the  present 
nts  could  not  be  considered 
n  the  case  of  war.  It  was  rather 
ing  to  read  the  paragraph  in  the 
Gentleman's  statement  relating 
telegraphy.  The  experiments 
ed  up  the  prospect  of  our 
sing  able  to  act  at  a  very  much 
stance  from  the  Fleet,  and  he 
t  the  difficulties  would  be  so 
is  to  make  wireless  telegraphy 
y  appurtenance  to  the  Fleet, 
en  very  glad  to  hear  the  right 
itleman's  references  to  the 
the  naval  contingents  in  South 
Several  naval  officers,  whose 
leed  not  mention,  had  rendered 
an  exceptional  character,  and 
had  far-reaching  effects.  The 
of  naval  guns  accompanying 
the  field,  and  when  used  at 
3  Ladysmith,  had  given  new 
hat  use  might  be  made  of  these 
s  in  connection  with  military 
,  and  had  thrown  a  new  light 
lole  subject  of  military  anna- 
te House  ought  to  recognise 
gratitude  the  skill  and  initia- 
mventive  power  of  some  of 
officers  who  had  rendered 
ible  services  in  South  Africa. 
3  of  the  Statement  it  was  said 
manufacture  of  guns  was  pro- 
id  had  "  so  far  "  kept  pace  with 
mients  of  the  Navy.  He  hoped 
no  ground  for  serious  anxiety-  - 
luse  of  the  great  demands  of 
or  from  any  other  cause — that 
he  supply  of  guns  for  our  new 
Id  not  keep  pace  with  the 
He  had  no  means  of  discussing 
of  the  transport  work  done  by 
alty,  but  he  congratulated  the 
it  on  the  general  result.  The 
been  unprecedented  in  magni- 
it  had  been  crowned  with 
3  success.  He  thought  the 
wed  an  immense  deal  to  the 
of  the  mercantile  marine.  As 
lbers  added  to  the  Royal  Naval 
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I  Reserve,  he  felt  some  disappointment,  but 
|  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  subject  was 
receiving  the  attention  it  deserved  from 
i  the  Admiralty.     There   were  great  diffi- 
!  culties  with  respect  to  the  colonies,  but 
'  he    should    rejoice    if    we    could     have 
an  addition  to  our  Naval  Reserve  from 
,  Australia.     In  conclusion  he  asked  for  in- 
formation with  regard  to  the  progress  of 
i  the  naval  works.     There  was  no  part  of 
I  the  expenditure  which  was  more  vital  to 
!  our  naval  strength. 

•    *Mr.   GIBSON  BOWLES:   The  right 
i  hon.   Gentleman     opposite    has    paid    a 
i  tribute    of    admiration    to    the  services 
|  rendered  by  the  Naval  Brigade  in  this 
I  war.      Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
I  plaints  I  have  to  make  against  the  First 
I  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  that  he  seems 
1  not  to  have  stood  up  for  his  own  people 
I  in  the  matter  of  making  known  to  the 
world,  through  the  despatches,  the  part 
|  they   have   played  at  the  front.      It  is 
I  exactly  a  month  ago  since  the  despatches 
i  referring  to  the  exploits  of  the  military 
I  at  Gras  ran  and  Colenso  were  published, 
|  and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not 
!  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  permission  of 
the  War  Office,  or  whoever  it  is,  for  the 
publication    of    the    Naval     despatches. 
One  word  as  to  coal.      I  hope  the  First 
Lord    will   remember   there    is   nothing 
which  deteriorates  so  much  as  coal.      If 
he  is  going  to  lay  in  large  stocks  of  coal 
all  over  the  world,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  storage  places  for  them — not  such 
as  he  has  at  present,  but  underground 
cellars,  where  the  coal  will  be  kept  at  an 
even  temperature  and  far  away  from  rain 
and  other  deteriorating  influences.     We 
might  as  well  not  have  coal  as  store  it  so 
that  it  will  deteriorate.      The  First  Lord 
apologised   for   his    proposals    as    being 
modest  beyond  expectation.   They  are  not 
more  modest  than  they  should  be.     The 
hysterical  press  that  has  been  calling  for 
the  mobilisation  of  our  Fleet  has  not 
begun  to  understand  the  naval  situation 
of  Europe  or  of  this  country.     There  has 
not     been,   and    is     not,    the    slightest 
necessity  for  such  a  mobilisation  as  has 
been  demanded.     We  are  strong  enough 
at  sea  to  do  all  that  is  required  of  our 
Fleet  at  the  present  moment ;  and,  there- 
fore,  I  was  very  glad    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman,-    being      strengthened    and 
backed   up    by   naval  men,  has  escaped 
from  that    panic   which   seems   to  have 
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overtaken  some  of  the  Fleet  Street 
strategists  of  the  cheaper  press.  I  am 
very  glad  to  hear  that  no  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the 
Training  Squadron.  Let  me  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  this  -  -that  if  the 
naval  man  on  shore  has  shown  such 
ingenuity  in  adapting  himself  to  military 
work,  such  capacity  in  inventing  new 
carriages,  and  in  slapping  guns  about 
over  all  sorts  of  ground  and  getting  them 
into  impossible  positions,  it  has  been  mainly 
on  account  of  the  training  he  got  on 
masts  and  yards.  If  the  Training 
Squadron  is  abolished  I  think  the  better  half 
of  the  sailor  in  this  respect  will  be  abolished 
also.  I  hope  the  First  Lord  will 
hesitate  long  before  he  allows  himself  to 
l^e  influenced  by  the  enthusiastic  young 
admirals  at  the  Admiralty  Board  in  the 
direction  of  abolishing  the  excellent 
Training  Squadron.  At  any  time  a  naval 
officer  may  be  called  upon  to  take  charge 
of  a  sailing  ship  ;  and  the  great  ship- 
owners of  this  country  (who  have  no 
prejudice,  and  only  want  to  get  the  best 
men)  insist  on  their  steam  officers  having 
the  kind  of  training  to  which  I  am 
referring.  I  hope  this  question  will  not 
bo  reconsidered  until  Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford  is  back  in  the  House.  I  was  afraid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to 
take  the  opportunity  of  his  absence  to 
make  a  final  decision  as  to  the  Training 
Squadron  adverse  to  the  views  that  officer 
and  I  hold.  It  would  have  been  over  my 
dead  Ixxly,  but  I  would  rather  have  had 
the  gallant  Admiral  at  my  side  in  con- 
ducting the  fight.  As  to  the  Koyal 
Naval  Reserve,  I  think  the  situation  as  at 
present  shown  is  serious.  I  have  always 
held  that  the  new  regulations  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made,  though  well-inten- 
tioned, were  ill-advised.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  wants  fewer  men  letter 
trained.  I  say  the  great  thing  is  to  get  the 
men.  They  do  not  require  the  same  training 
as  a  shopboy  requires.  They  are  already 
three-fourths  trained,  and,  therefore, 
there  is  not  the  least  necessity  to  insist 
on  six  months  in  a  sea-going  l»attleship 
for  the  Naval  Reserve  men.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  that  new  regulation 
was  introduced  were  such  that  I  was  con- 
vinced it  would  have  a  deleterious  effect 
on  the  numbers  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve.  The  further  we  go  the  more  it 
is  seen  that  the  plan  was  wrong,  and  that 
we  shall  have  to  go  back  rather  more  to 
the  old  plan.     The  colonies  seem  to  hold 
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the  same  opinion  as  I  do,  because  they 
have  urged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
diminish  the  period  of  training  from  six 
to  four  months.     That  would,  of  course, 
make  a  very  great  deal  of  difference.  The 
delay  of  the  contractors  in  finishing  their 
work   of  construction  is  a  very   serious 
matter    indeed.       Is    it    that    we  have 
arrived  at  the  limit  of  the  powers  of  the 
contractors  plus  the  English  dockyaiYto  to 
build  battleships  ?     [An  Hox.  Member  : 
No  !]    I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
said  "  No."    Why,  then,  have  the  contrac- 
tors so  failed   to  do  their  work  1    One 
reason   is  that  they  have  been   building 
an    enormous    amount    of    tonnage  for 
foreigners.     The   figures  show  that  out 
of  the   whole     enormous   tonnage  being 
built,     one-fourth     is     being    built  for 
foreigners.    I   have  seen  some  splendid     i 
battleships  tunied  out  for  Japan,  built  by    | 
contractors  during  the  time  they  might 
have  been  occupied  in  biulding  battleships 
for  us.     Why   is   it  Japan  can  get  her 
battleships  built  here  and  we  cannot  ?   I* 
it  a  question  of  price  1     Is  it  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  trying  to  get  hi* 
men-of-war  too  cheap?     I  do  not  know. 
The    failure    to    provide     an    adequate 
amount    of  armament  I  regard  as  very 
alarming  indeed.     Do  you  rely  entirely 
on  your  contractors  for  your  armour  I  I 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  you  do.    k 
that  safe  ?     You  admit  you  are  short  ef 
armour.      Almost   every   year  the  com- 
plaint has  been  made  that  those  who  pro* 
vide  the  armour  are  not  quite  ready  with 
that  article  when  it  is  required.     I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Hon* 
shoula   consider  whether  in  addition  to 
dockyards  it  would  not  l>e  advisable  to 
have  armour  rolling  machinery  of  your 
own.     You  rely  upon  Woolwich  for  your 
guns.     Are  you  content  with  Woolwich  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  was  understood  w> 
say  that  the  Admiralty  relied  upon  Wool- 
wich only  to  the  extent  of  one  half  of  the 
guns. 

*Mn.  GIBSON  BOWLKS:  I  am  gW 

to   hear  that,    because    I   do   not  think 

;  Woolwich   has   worked,    or   is  likely  to 

i  work,  so  as  to  give  complete  satisfaction. 

I  desire  now  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 

I  what  I  may  call  the  general  naval  q»*" 

'  tion.      There  is   no  doubt   that  in  A* 

country  we  must  address  ourselves  vaa* 

particularly  to»  the  smi.    The  develop©** 
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f  our  sea  power  is  the  development  of 
.  power  which  will  act,  not  only 
ipon  the  sea,  but  also  on  nations 
ituated  inland  if  it  is  properly 
ised,  so  as  to  stop  their  supplies. 
Two-thirds  of  the  trade  of  the  world  is 
arried  on  by  sea ;  therefore,  if  you  com- 
nand  the  sea  you  can  practically  stop  the 
upplies  of  any  country  with  which  you 
ire  at  war.  Moreover,  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  pointed  out,  the  command 
>f  the  sea  gives  this  country  the  great 
»wer  of  acting  promptly  and  suddenly  at 
i  distance.  'There  is  probably  no  other 
ountry  in  the  world  that  could  have 
lone  one  half  of  the  work  we  have  done 
►n  the  sea  during  the  last  four  months  in 
he  way  of  transporting  men  and  stores 

0  Africa.  As  to  the  use  of  this  sea 
K)wer,  I  have  some  small,  but  not  serious, 
omplaints  to  make  of  the  right  hon. 
rentleman,  but  I  have  some  very  serious 
omplaints  to  make  about  Her  Majesty's 
Tovernment.  I  cannot  forget  that  the 
lead  of  the  Government  stated  in  1871 
bat  the  Fleet  was  almost  valueless  for 
iny  purpose  other  than  defence  of  our 
ihores. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  When  1 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  In  1871,  and 
it  is  as  true  now.  I  am  sorry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  en- 
deavoured to  remove  the  cause  which 
Loid  Salisbury  gave  for  this  state  of 
things.  That  cause  was  the  signature  of 
*  Declaration  allowing  a  neutral  flag  to 
cover  an  enemy's  cargo.  I  entirely  agree 
thatthe  Declaration  has  greatly  restricted 
the  sea  power  of  this  country.  Had  it 
not  been  for  that,  we  could  have  stopped 
every  ounce  of  gold  and  every  pound  of 
*ool  that  left  the  Transvaal  under  what- 
ever flag  we  found  it,  and  everything — 
*K>t  only  contraband  of  war,  but  everything 
^that  went  to  the  Transvaal.  It  was  the 
declaration  of  Paris  alone  which  pre- 
vented us  doing  that.  But  even  the 
powers  left  to  us — of  seizing  contraband 
of  war — have  uot  been  exercised  as  they 
ought  to  have  been.  Mistakes  have  been 
**iade  either  by  the  cruisers  themselves  or 
in  consequence  of  inadequate  instructions. 

1  rather  lean  to  the  latter  theory.  One 
of  the  most  pressing  necessities  of  this 
ootrotry  is  that  we  should  have  written 
for  our  Navy  such  a  book  as  was  written 
for  the  French  Navy — a  seamen's  manual 


of  Intel-national  law.  In  consequence 
either  of  that  defect,  or  of  some  laches 
(which  I  am  loth  to  believe)  on  the  part 
of  the  Admiralty,  our  cruisers  have  in  some 
respects  exceeded  their  attributes,  with 
the  result  that  we  have  had  to  release  prizes 
and  to  make  apologies.  A  more  serious 
matter  is  that  we  have  undertaken  to  give 
up  the  whole  of  the  high  seas  with  the 
exception  of  between  Aden  and  Delagoa 
Bay ;  we  have  undertaken  that  we  will 
not  search  vessels  except  between  those 
points,  which  is  a  tremendous  thing.  We 
nave  also  undertaken  not  to  search  any 
mail  steamer  anywhere.  Why  ?  Even 
in  the  case  of  the  "  Trent,"  when  we  went 
to  the  verge  of  war  with  the  United 
States  and  North  America,  no  such  claim 
was  made. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  under  a  misapprehension. 
We  have  not  given  up  the  right  to  search 
mail  steamers. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Then  I 
must  refer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
the  distinct  statement  made  by  Count 
Biilow  that  England  had  undertaken  not 
to  search  mail  steamers  on  mere  sus- 
picion. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Ah  !  on  mere  sus- 
picion. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Let  me 
point  out  that  until  you  have  searched 
you  can  have  nothing  beyond  mere  sus- 
picion. Until  you  have  searched  a  vessel 
on  the  high  seas,  which  search  consists  in 
examining  her  papers,  questioning  her 
captain  and  crew 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  was  understood  to 
say  that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it 
was  known  that  a  vessel  had  embarked 
contraband  of  war. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  You  can 
know  nothing  until  you  have  examined 
the  ship.  Your  information  may  be  and  has 
been  false.  One  of  the  troubles  in  this  very 
case  has  been  that  you  have  acted  on  false 
information.  You  can  never  be  certain  that 
your  information  is  true  until  you  have 
searched  a  ship,  at  any  rate,  to  the  extent 
of  examining  her  manifest  and  all  the  rest 
of  it,  and  questioned  the  captain  and  crew. 
I  therefore  again  assert  that  until  you 
have  searched  you  can  have  nothing  but 
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mere  suspicion.     I  say  that  mail  steamers 
are  precisely  the  vessels  which  have  been 
playing  the  most  dangerous  part  in  con- 
veying  contraband  of  war.     I  name  no 
nation,  but  officers  and  men  who   have 
joined  the  Transvaal  forces,  a  great  many 
of  the  enemy's  arms,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  their  ammunition  have  gone  by  mail 
steamers.     I  therefore  think  it  is  very  un- 
fortunate that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  been  induced  to  promise  that  they 
will  not  search  mail  steamers  under  the 
only  possible  circumstances  under  which 
they  could  be  searched,  namely,  circum- 
stances of  mere  suspicion.     Count  Billow 
also  says  that  we  have  agreed  to  the  prin- 
ciple   of   a   Board   of   Arbitration  as  to 
•damages  in  case  of  unlawful  or  improper 
and    unwarranted    detention.      That     I 
really   cannot   comprehend.      That   is    a 
matter  for  the  Prize  Court,  and  I  cannot 
understand  how  even  the  English  Foreign 
Office  can  presume  to  take  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Prize  Court.     The  matter 
belongs  properly  and  exclusively  to  the 
Prize  Court,  and  I  say  you  cannot  arbi- 
trate upon  it.     I  have  called  attention  to 
these    matters    with     reference    to    the 
exercise     of     our    sea     power,    because 
they    are     very    important.       There    is 
.another      very      important     matter     to 
which   I   wish   to    call    attention.      The 
responsibilities  of  England  are  very  much 
greater    than    many     Members    of    this 
House  are  aware.      There  is  our   trade, 
which   of  course   we  must  protect;    we 
must  protect  our  colonies,  at  the  risk  of 
losing   them ;   but   we    are   also    bound 
hand  and  foot  by  the   most  tremendous 
treaties.     We  are  bound  to  defend  the 
absolute  neutrality  of  Belgium,  Luxem- 
bourg,    Switzerland,     and     the    Ionian 
Islands.      These   are  all  treaties  of  the 
most  solemn  character.     We  are  bound  to 
defend  Sweden  by  force  of  arms  against 
Russia,  in  case  Russia  should  make  any 
attempt  to  seize  that  territory.     We  are 
l>ound   to  defend  the    independence    of 
Turkey,   and  most  especially  of  Asiatic 
Turkey.     We  are  bound  to  defend  the 
independence  of  Greece.     We  are  bound 
to  defend  Chusan  for  China  against  attack; 
and  above  all,  we  are  bound   to  defend 
Portugal.      These  liabilities  are  very  con- 
siderable, and  at  any  moment  we  might 
be  called  upon  to  make  good  our  engage- 
ments.    It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  we  should  lose  no  advan- 
tage, that  we  should  not  even  waive  any 
part  of  the  sea  power  which  we  alone 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


have.     In  recent  times  we  have  put  our- 
selves under  certain  serious  disadvantages 
in   the   use   of  our    sea  power   in  other 
wavs.     For  instance,   our    occupation  in 
Egypt  is  a  very  serious  disadvantage  from 
a  naval  point  of   view,  inasmuch  as  the 
effect  is  to  cut  our  Mediterranean  Fleet 
into  halves — one  half  being  to  the  east  of 
Cape  Matapan  and  the  other  half  to  the 
west ;  it  obliges  you  to  have  a  constant 
force  at  or  near  Alexandria ;  and  in  the 
case  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  it  might 
have  a    very    serious   effect   upon  your 
action  there.     I  now  come  to  the  last  and 
most  important  point  to  which  I  wish  to 
direct    the  attention   of   the   right  hou. 
Gentleman.       He    said  —  and     I    think 
properly — that  it  is  not  necessary  for  us    ; 
to  take  any  alarming  view  or  to  bring    ; 
forward  any  ambitious  new  programmo.it    j 
this  moment.     He  said,  with  wisdom,  that    I 
he   is  content  to  stand   by  and  look  on    | 
while  the  new  naval  programmes  of  France 
and  Germany  are   being    developed.  I 
believe  at  the  present  moment  he  may 
safely  do  that,  because  we  can  not  only 
build    more   cheaply   but    more  rapkllr 
than  either  France  or  Germany.    And  it 
must  be   remembered    that   France  has 
practically  announced   that   she  will  no 
longer  contest  the  empire  of  the  seas  with 
us  in  line-of -battle  ships  ;  if  she  is  to  oppose 
us  in  any  way  it  will  be  by  means  of  cruiser*, 
or  corsairs,  or  of  those  ridiculous  or  im- 
possible things  submarine  boats.    But  the 
i  present  aspect  of  Europe  seems  to  indicate 
|  that  before  long  there  will  be  an  entire 
change  in  the  balance  of  naval  power.  A*  to 
I  Germany,  it  is  scarcely  sixty  years  since 
we  gave  her  a  frigate  with  which  to  start  a 
navy.     She  has  now  some  of  the  finest 
guns  and   vessels  afloat,  but  she  has  no 
navy,  because  she  has  no  seamen.    Her 
navy,  so-called — her  ships  are  manned  hy 
inland  men  with  inland  traditions,  and 
I    have    noticed    again    and    again  the 
extraordinary      absence      from     among 
German  captains  and  admirals  of  know- 
ledge   in    some    of    the    most    elemen- 
tary   duties — the    A    B    C   of   seaman- 
ship— which   are   known    to    all  sailors, 
properly  so  called.     But  with  France  it 
is  different.     France  has   the  traditions 
j  by  which  alone  a  navy  is  made.    Life  at ; 
sea  is  so  eminently  artificial  that  unleff 
j  you    build    it    up     and     secure,   so  to 
•  speak,     the     position     of      each    man, 
!  and    settle    his   exact  place    upon  the 
j  deck,  you  cannot  carry  out  the  duaa* 
satisfactorily.    France  has  a  navy;  G*" 
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mny.    as  I  think,  has   none,    but   only 
hips,  guns,  and   landsmen  crews.      But 
here     has   been    announced    lately   the 
>ossibility  of  an  event  which,  as  t  have 
aid,  would  change  the  whole  balance  of 
laval  power  of  Europe,  namely,  of  Hol- 
and  joining  with  Germany  under  some 
special  conditions.      That  is  an  entirely 
lew   and  most   unexpected  factor.     For 
generations  it  has  been  to  this  country 
:hat  Holland  has  looked  for  her  protec- 
ion,  especially  against  her  strong    and 
imbitious  neighbour,  Germany.      There 
las  always  been  a  German  party  in  Hol- 
and,  though  that  party  may  have  been 
;inall,  but  recent  events  have  caused  that 
irnall  party  to  become  a  very  string  and 
xjwerful  party,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
t   is  now  the  larger  party  in  Holland. 
The   Dutch    have    many    very    valuable 
colonies  :  in  fact,  the  Dutch  colonies  are 
the  only  paying  colonies  possessed  by  any 
country  in  Europe.      The  Dutch  are  now 
saying    to    themselves  that    they    have 
colonies  which  they  must  look  after,  and 
there  is   no   doubt   that    the   notion,  if 
not  the  firm  purpose,  exists  in   Holland 
that  it  is  now  time  for  them  to  turn  away 
from  England  and  to  make  satisfactory 
terras  for  themselves   with    Germany  - 
terms  which  will  involve  the  absence  of 
military  conscription,  and   make  Holland 
an  Admiral  State  with  special  privileges 
compared  even  with  the  other  Suites  like 
Bavaria,    already     within     the    Empire. 
That  project  is  already  taking  form  and 
may  l>e  brought  to  a  successful  issue.      If 
it  Ikj  so,  the  whole  balance  of  naval  power 
will  Ik)   changed.      The    German  Fleet, 
manned  no  longer  with  inland  Germans, 
but     with      Dutch      commanders     and 
aaiiors,      with       their       Dutch       tradi- 
tions,    would,      in      a      few      months, 
fo  as  good,  ship  for  ship  and  man  for  man, 
to  the  British  Navy.  But  like  every  other 
great  event  which  seems  to  act  against  us, 
that  also  would  have  its  compensations, 
because  I  do    not    suppose    the    French 
would  be  extraordinarily  pleased  to  see 
that  combination  oome  about.     It  is,  how- 
ever, certainly  within  the  possibilities  of 
the  future  that  there  may  be  no  longer 
only  two  fleets,  as  I  hold  there  are  now 
the  British  and  the  French  —but  a  third, 
the  German,    manned   by  Dutch  sailors 
and  commanded  by  Dutch  officers.     That 
is  an  eventuality  which  cannot    be   left 
entirely   out   of    account.      If  it  should 
occur,  the  Naval  Estimates  will  have  to 
be  very  different  from  those  we  now  have, 


but,  as  things  are  at  present,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done  his  full 
duty  to  the  country,  and  that  his  estimates 
are  entirely  adequate.  If  he  will  only 
agree  not  to  abolish  the  training  squadron, 
and  not  to  proceed  with  the  policy — to 
which  I  shall  call  attention  in  detail  later 
on — which  I  think  is  calculated  to  destroy 
the  training  of  naval  officers  and  to  some 
extent  the  training  of  sailors,  in  my 
opinion  we  shall  have  cause  to  remember 
him  as  one  of  the  best  First  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  we  have  had.  I  only  desire 
now  to  thank  him  for  not  having  been  led 
away  by  the  hysterical  old  women  who 
want  to  call  out  every  ship  and  man  we 
have  as  soon  as  there  is  the  slightest  dis- 
turbance, and  to  say  that  in  that  respect 
I  think  he  has  shown  a  very  wise 
discretion. 

*Mk.  ALLAN  (Gateshead)  :  I  must  con- 
gratulate  the  right  hon.   Gentleman   on 
the  business-like  and  patriotic  attitude  he 
has  adopted  in  the  statement  he  has  made 
I  to  the  House.      I  do  not  want  to  go  over 
every   point   in  that    statement,    for  the 
I  simple  reason  that  I  am  not  sufficiently 
'  versed   in   every   matter   with    which   it 
!  deals,  but  there  are  two  or  three  points 
j  to  which  I  wish  to  refer.     The  right  hon. 
!  Gentleman  said  that  the  most  important 
!  branch  of  the  Navy   were  the  engineers, 
i  We  all  know  that  the  modern   navy  con 
',  sists  practically  of  three  elements     coal, 
\  engineers,  and  guns. 

i      Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Men. 

♦Mr.  ALLAN  :    Engineers  are  men,  of 
'  course.     I  want  to  address  myself  for  a 
few  moments  to  those  points. 

,  Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
says  I  stated  that  the  engineers  were  the 

•  most  important  branch  of  the  service. 
What  1  intended  tt>  say  was  that  they 
were  one  of  the  most  important  branches. 
I  ought  not  to  have  said  they  were  the 
most  important  branch,  because  that  is  not 
my  opinion.     They  are  one  of  the  most 

i  important  branches. 

i 

I  *Mr.  ALLAN  :  Of  course,  I  will  accept 
the  right   hon.   Gentleman's  explanation, 

1  but  I  noted  his  words  at  the  time.  What 
is  being  done  for  the  engineers  is  up  to  a 
certain  point  very  well  indeed,  but  there 

.  are  one  or  two  points  which  are  overlooked. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  in  his 
printed  statement-  - 

"The  list  of  chief  inspectors  of  machinery 
has  been  increased  from  five  to  eight,  and  that 
of  inspectors  of  machinery  from  eight  to 
thirteen." 

That  is  far  too  small  a  number.  I  leave 
it  to  any  business  man,  or  anybody 
acquainted  with  the  work,  to  say  whether  ■ 
eight  chief  inspectors  of  machinery  and 
thirteen  inspectors  of  machinery  are 
sufficient  for  268  vessels.  These  numbers 
should  have  been  practically  doubled  if 
you  want  efficient  service  and  efficient 
attention  paid  to  the  machinery.    Then — 

"The  engineer- in-chief  has  l>een  given  the 
relative  rank  of  a  rear-admiral." 

That  is  very  good  and   I   am   glad   you 
have  copied  the  American  system  to  that 
extent,    but   you  have  not  carried  your  i 
copying  far  enough.     You  then  state —     j 

41  The  rank  of  staff  engineer  has  been  \ 
abolished.  Thief  engineers  will  rank  with  j 
lieutenants  of  and  above  eight  years  seniority. "  j 

Is  that  fair  to  a  chief  engineer  ?  Chief 
engineers  rank  far  higher  than  that  in  the 
American  Navy  and  get  far  highor  pay. 
Instead  of  coming  down  and  proposing  a 
bold  scheme  of  promotion  for  these 
deserving  men,  upon  whom  practically 
our  Fleet  depends  for  its  success,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  only  gives  them  the 
rank  of  lieutenant.  It  is  not  fair,  and 
these  valuable  officers  of  ours  should  not 
be  treated  in  that  manner.  The  statement 
continues 

11  .  .  .  while  engineers  on  promotion  will 
Tank  with  lieutenants  of  less  than  eight  years' 
seniority." 

Here  is  where  I  think  the  great  mistake 
has  been  committed.  I  know  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  anxious  to  do  his  best 
for  the  engineers  of  the  Navy,  but  there 
are  other  influences  at  work  which  prevent 
him  doing  all  he  would,  as  is  shown  in 
this  next  paragraph — 

"  In  other  respects  the  relative  rank  of 
engineer  officers  remains  unchanged." 

I  only  say  that  it  is  not  fair  to  the 
engineering  staff  of  the  Navy.  That  these 
officers,  with  their  hard  work,  should 
receive  this  paltry  promotion  is  not  in 
keeping  with  the  requirements  of  British 
engineers  at  the  hands  of  the  Admiralty. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take 
this  matter  into  his  serious  consideration 
and  endeavour  to   amend  this   beggarly 

Mr.  Allan, 
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state  of  advancement.  Chief  engineers 
certainly  ought  to  rank  not  lower  than 
commanders  or  captains. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  was  understood  to 
point  out  that  the  promotion  of  engineers 
was  far  more  rapid  than  that  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  service,  and  the  par 
better. 

*Mr.  ALLAN  :  I  suppose  by  u  sen  ice" 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meaus  sea 
service  \ 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Either  service. 

♦Mr.  ALLAN:  Whether  on  shore  or  at 
sea? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes. 

*Mr.  ALLAN :  You  recognise  shore 
service  to  count  for  seniority  :  you  do  not 
require  actual  sea  service  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  There  is  no  distinc- 
tion. 

♦Mr.  ALLAN :  It  is  immaterial  whether 
an  engineer  goes  to  sea  or  not  ?  Then  he 
may  be  the  biggest  duffer  in  the  world  as 
far  as  the  sea  is  concerned.  However,  I 
will  take  that  point  up  again  on  another 
opportunity.  There  is  in  this  statement 
a  startling  oversight :  there  is  not  a  single 
mention  of  engine-room  artificers  having 
anything  done  for  them.  In  order  to 
make  the  Navjr  as  popular  as  it  should  he 
you  ought  to  give  the  engine-room  men 
every  encouragement. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Nothing  is  said  with 
reference  to  torpedo-men  or  gunners.  We 
have  not  mentioned  every  class ;  we  have 
simply  mentioned  those  classes  in  which 
certain  changes  have  been  made.  I  folly 
admit  that  engine-room  artificers  are » 
most  admirable  body  of  men. 

:    *Mr.   ALLAN:  I  am   afraid  the  right 

|  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  willing  to  rise  high 

;  enough  or  to  go  sufficiently  far  in  these 

1  matters   for    me.       The    duties    of  the 

engine-room    artificer    or    engineer  «* 

>  totally  distinct  from  those  of  a  gunner. 

They  are  exposed  to  all  the  risks  of  the 

engine-room.  There  is  no  analogy  between 

the  two  branches  of  the  sendee.  Another 

great    mistake    is    in    reference  to  »J 

Reserves.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 


149 


Supply 


{26  February  1900}  (Navy  Estimates).        1150 


ot  inform  the  House  how  many  Reserve  j 
ngineers  there  were.  The  next  element 
rhich  goes  to  constitute  a  man-of-war 
hip  is  coal.  The  right,  hon.  Gentleman 
ays  in  this  Statement  that  he  has  taken 
ome  £400,000  for  extra  coal  supplies, 
,nd  that  he  is  going  to  have  a  coaling 
lepot  at  the  Falkland  Islands.  I  am  very 
;lad  he  is  going  to  do  so,  because  some 
rears  ago  I  urged  that  there  should  be 
me  at  that  place.  But  I  should  like  to 
x>int  out  that  most  of  your  present 
•oaling  stations  are  practically  useless  for 
lolding  coal.  Welsh  coal,  of  all  coals,  is 
•endered  friable  by  exposure  to  the 
weather,  and  yet  at  the  coaling  stations 
fou  will  see  hundreds  of  tons  of  coal — 
costing  perhaps  30s.  a  ton  at  the  pit 
nouth,  and  another  20s.  for  carriage— 
ying  in  exposed  places  instead  of  being 
inder  cover.  You  can  never  expect  to 
jet  the  same  amounc  of  power  out  of 
:hat  coal,  it  is  an  impossibility ;  and  that 
s  a  matter  which  certainly  deserves  the 
nost  serious  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  order  that  the  coaling 
stations  may  be  so  built  as  to  protect  the 
roal  so  that  the  full  value  may  be  got 
>ut  of  it.  I  differ  entirely  from  the  right 
ion.  Gentleman  as  to  the  Government  not 
laving  steam  colliers.  The  Government 
mght  to  have  a  dozen  or  twenty  armed 
icrew  colliers,  steaming  ten  or  twelve  knots 
—not  more.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
emark  with  reference  to  higher  speeds 
han  that  was  perfectly  correct.  You 
annot  get  higher  speeds  without  greater 
mgine-room  space.  In  peace  times  these 
>oats  would  carry  the  coal  from  Wales  to 
rhcrever  it  was  required,  thus  saving 
liring  and  transport,  and  in  war  time 
vould  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to 
ollow  the  Fleet.  It  is  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hat  that  matter  should  be  gone  into  in  a 
horoughly  practical  and  businesslike  way. 
t  is  no  use  Members  of  Parliament  think- 
ng  that  all  you  have  got  to  do  is  to  vote 
;he  money,  and  ships  will  be  built  that 
pear.  It  cannot  be  done  even  by  work- 
ing night  and  day.  I  quite  agree  that  if 
reare  spending  £8,000,000  or  £9,000,000 
an  shipbuilding  we  have  reached  the 
limit,  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  more. 
When  you  take  into  consideration  the 
impetus  given  to  the  mercantile  marine, 
and  the  fact  that  our  manufacturers  have 
to  make  large  quantities  of  boiler  plates 
and  ship  plates,  naturally  this  hinders  the 
supply   of   armour    plate.     As    for    the 


Government  attempting   to  make  their 
own   armour  plate,  they  would  require 
works   twice  •  as   big  as   those   we    now 
possess   at   Woolwich.     The   right    hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  talking  about  build- 
ing cruisers,  and  he  takes  a  very  great 
interest  in  the  Navy.     He  was  dwelling 
upon    the   necessity   and    value   of   our' 
cruisers,  but   perhaps  it  will  surprise  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  to  know  that  our 
cruisers,  by  comparison  with  the  cruisers 
of    other    countries,    are    undergunned. 
Some   of  our  latest   built  cruisers,    com- 
pared   with    cruisers   of  a  similar   type 
built    in    foreign    countries,    and  having 
the  same  displacement,  are  undergunned, 
,  and  we  are  building  these  and   sending 
them    out    to    sea.       I    will    take    the 
"  Highflyer,"  of  which  we  have  heard  so 
1  much.     It   has  a  displacement  of   5,600 
tons.      Then   there  is  the  "  Matsusinia," 
-  which  has  a  displacement  of  4,277  tons, 
i  or   nearly   1,400  tons  less  displacement, 
i  The  weight  of  metal  discharged  in  one 
round  by  the  "Highflyer"  is    1,1001b., 
•  while  the  weight  of  metal  discharged   in 
one   round   from    the    "  Matsusima "    is 
1,245   lb.      Therefore   the   smaller   ship 
1  discharges  1,245  lb.,  as  against  1,100  lb. 
by  the  larger  vessel.     In  this  calculation 
I  am  just  taking  the  big  weapons  that 
can  do   execution  at   long  range.     As  a 
,  further  example  I  will  take  one   of  our 
'  modern     cruisers,    Her    Majesty's     ship 
"  Arrogant,"    and    compare   it  with   the 
United  States  cruiser  "  Olympia,"  both  of 
which  have  a  displacement  of  5,800  tons. 
;  The  total  weight  of  metal  discharged  in 
i  one  round  from  the  "  Arrogant "  is  670 
j  lb.,   while  the  weight  of  metal  discharged 
from   the    "  Olympia "   in  one    round   is 
1,6001b. 

!      Mr.    GOSCHEN:    They    are    totally 
different  ships. 

*Mr.  ALLAN :  What  is  the  difference 
,  between  two  ships  of  the  same  displace- 
,  nient  1 

|  Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  There  are  many 
i  other  questions  to  be  considered,  such  as 
1  how  much  ammunition  is  carried,  or  how 
|  much  coal.     Ships  are  a  compromise,  and 

must  be  judged  according  to  the  work  to 
I  which  they  are  to  be  put.  We  put  either 
:  more  guns,  more  ammunition,  more  coal, 

or  more  speed  into  a  ship,  but  we  can 

never  have  a  maximum  of  all  these  in  any 

one  ship. 
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♦Mr.  ALLAN  :  I  am  sorry  to  differ  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  labours 
under  the  disqualification  of  not  knowing  '. 
the  peculiarities  of  shipbuilding. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible  to  be  five  years  at  the  Admiralty 
without  knowing  something  about  that. 

*Mr.  ALLAN :  I  think  my  comparison  ! 
is  a  fair  one.     [An  Hon.  Member  :  What ' 
is  the  speed  of  the  "  Arrogant ''  ?]      I  do 
not  think  that  has  anything  to  do  with  I 
it.     The  system  which  has  been  in  exist- 
ence at  the  Admiralty  is  determined  by 
the  factor    of   stability,  which  seems  to 
have   been    sacrificed    for    speed.      [Mr. 
Goschex   dissented.]      The    light    hon.  ; 
Gentleman  need  not  shake  his  head,  for  a 
startling  instance  of  this  is  afforded  by 
the  Royal  yacht,  for  she  is  so  fine  that 
she   cannot  stand   upright.      That   very 
same  thing  obtains  with  our  cruisers,  for 
they  are  so  fine  that  you  cannot  put  heavy 
guns  on  their  decks  because  it  would  make 
them  top-heavy.      I    want  to  direct  the 
right    hon.     Gentleman's     attention     to 
another    fact    upon    which     the    House 
requires  some  explanation.      I  was  glad 
to  note  the  other  day  that  the  right  hon.  ' 
Gentleman  had  instituted  a  series  of  com- 1 
parative  trials  between  the  "  Highflyer  "  j 
and    "  Minerva,"  the   latter   being  fitted 
with  the  old  type  of  boiler  and  the  former 
with  the  new  boiler.     What  was  the  re- 
sult ?   The  u  Highflyer,"  fitted  with  water- ; 
tube  Belleville  boilers,  broke  down,  while 
the  "  Minerva  "  was  ready  at  any  moment  , 
to  go  ahead.     The   u  Minerva  "  had  less 
men  in  the  stoke-hole  and  no  smoke.     I  ! 
am  very  sorry  for  the  sake  of  this  country 
that  this  experiment  was  not  begun  two 
years  ago,  for  if  this  had  been  the  case 
millions  would   have  been  saved  to  the 
country.      [Laughter.]      The  right  hon.  ' 
Gentleman  laughs,  but  with  me  this  is  not  , 
a   laughing  matter    but    a  very  serious  j 
business. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  did  not  laugh  at  it. 
If  I  did  laugh  it  was  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  put  it,  and  not 
because  I  did  not  think  it  was  a  serious  ; 
matter. 
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have  produced  a  paper  fleet  that  will  not 
stand  the  stress  and  storm  of  war.  We 
have  had  that  demonstrated  by  these 
trials,  which  have  helped  to  show  the 
Admiralty  conclusively  the  advantages  of 
the  old  boilers  which  burn  less,  coal,  give 
greater  safety  to  the  men  and  inspire 
them  with  more  confidence ;  which  re- 
quire a  less  number  of  menr  there  is  less 
fumbling,  and  the  cost  for  repairs  is  less, 
have  had  my  say  with  regard  to  these 
boilers,  and  I  beg  to  thank  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  trials  he  has  made 
between  the  "  Highflyer M  and  the 
'*  Minerva,"  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
same  spirit  which  has  actuated  him  to- 
day will  continue  to  actuate  him  in  the 
future,  as  long  as  he  continues  to  repre- 
sent the  Admiralty. 

♦Admiral      FIELD      (Sussex,      East- 
bourne) :  I  am   glad    to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  a  few  friendly  observa- 
tions upon  the  statement  made  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     He  spoke 
to  this  side  of  the  House  rather  than  to       ^ 
the  other  when  he  said  he  expected  criti^^j 
cism,  and  that  he  hoped  it  would  not  l^^4 
unfriendly.     We     are     always    friendta^/^ 
critics    of    everything    the    right     hor^^ 
Gentleman  puts  before  the  House,  becau^^* 
we    all    recognise   -and    I   know   I   a.**, 
voicing  the  service  when  I  say  it  -that 
there  is  no  man  who  has  ever  presided  at 
the  Admiralty  for  whom  we  entertain  a 
higher  respect.     I  have  a  wonl  or  two  to 
say   by  way  of  reply  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gateshead.     I  will  con- 
fine myself  to  the  point  he  touched  up 
last.     1  believe  he  dreams  alxmt  tuln^ar 
boilers,  and  1   believe  that  when  all  l^e 
navies    of    the    world    are    fitted     ^^ 
them  as  they  will  be   in  time,  the    t10^ 
Member  will  go  down  to  posterity  as*   l^e 
only  unconvinced  Member  of  ParliarX*6.11.1 
on  the  question.     I  will  answer  his  c?"*1*1" 
cism  in  one  word.     I  know  he  has  g'**** 
respect  for  America.       I  read  only       **? 
week  a  statement  made  by  an  office^ ~~  m 
the  United  States  Navy  corresponding^  w 
our  engineer-iii-chief,  before  an  Amer^J*11 
scientific  institution,  on  this  very  quest  ^°n' 
He  admitted  frankly  that  he  was  alw 


-ays 
his 
ich 


*Mu.  ALLAN  :  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
this  experiment  was  not  tried  sooner,  for  !  lence.     That  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
in  this  trial  the  "  Highflyer  "  had  to  signal 
for  artificers,  and  yet  we  have  been  spend- 1 
ing  millions  of  millions  of  money,  and  we  ;  water  tube  boilers.     A  word  or  two 


opposed  to   water  tu1>e  boilers  until 
experience  in  the  war  with  Spain,  wh^10!1 
had  entirely  converted  him  to  their  exr    ***' 
lence.     That  is  a  sufficient  answer  to        ^ 
hon.  Member,  as  coming  from  an  off^  ^ 
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the  observations  made  by  the  late  Secre- 
tary  to  the    Admiralty.      I  am  in  sym- 
pathy     with      much      that      he      said, 
and     I     think     there     is     much      force 
in    his   observation    that    some    penalty 
ought  to  l>e  enforced  against  contractors, 
at    all    events  for   the    non-delivery   of 
armour  plates.     I  do  not  share  his  view 
that  penalties  ought  to  be  enforced  against 
contractors  for  the  non-delivery  of  ships. 
That  is  an  old  controversy.     Ships  were 
delayed   owing   to  the  engineers'  strike, 
but  that  is  now  past  and  gone,  although 
"we  are  suffering  from  it  at   the  present 
time.     But  1  do  think  that  the  Admiralty 
anight  to  satisfy  the  House  that  armour- 
-plate    contractors     are     not    supplying 
.2_mrmour  to  foreign  nations,  and  keeping 
-mz~  h<*  English  Navy  waiting.     That  would 
'W-  K>    a    very     serious    matter.       I     offer 
y»>     opinion     on    it,     because    I    have 
m  mot,     of     course,      the      necessary      in- 
f  ^  nutation,  but  the  delay  is  very  serious, 
l-»<cau8e   it   keeps   back   battleships    and 
~m*  armoured  cruisers  ordered  by  the  H©use. 
"K    he  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  alluded  to 
t-  M~U'  new  invention  of  propulsion  by  the 
£- *  irhine  as  Mr.  Parsons  wonderful  inven- 
ts Ion.      I   am    very   glad   to   see  we   are 
cr**rrying     out     experiments     with    that 
^ » i  volition ;    but    when    the    right     hon. 
^-■^  tmtleman  appeals  to  the  First  Lord  of 
*-Vie  Admiralty  to  suspend  the  construction 
•  »f   vessels    until   the   turbine   has    been 
I>i^ved  to   be,  or   not   to  be,  an  efficient 
r*i«?thod  of  propulsion,  then  I  am  at  issue 
%*"ith  him  at  once.     To  prove  that  will 
^*le  a  long  series  of  experiments.     Time 
lM    the   essence  of  the  business,  and  we 
e*iiinot  afford  to  suspend  construction  in 
°i*i|^r  to   carry   out    experiments.      The 
^i£»ht  hon.  Gentleman  congratulated  the  , 
^uval  Brigade   on    their  performance  in 
^c~»uth  Africa,  and  that,  of  course,  we  all  ' 
^-echo.        But      he      hesitated      al>out  ' 
Auditioning   names.     Well,   if   he 
*M>t     mention      names,     1      will. 
t,i*iue       of       Captain       Percy 
^t*inds     out     pre  -  eminently.       „     ... 
^°  his  cleverness  and  inventive  gonitis  that 
wo    owe   the   fact  that   the  4.7  gun  was 
***ounted   and   sent   to  the   front.     Why 
t*hould    his    name    not    be    mentioned  ? 
f^*Onour  should  ho  given  to   those    who 
**^ve  earned  it.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
**^n  also  congratulated  the  Admiralty  on 
*no  admirable  work  of  the  transport  de- 
I^rtment.     The  transport  department  is 
^'orthy  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  right 
Ac m.  Gentleman,  but  we  should  also  think 


would 
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of  the  man  who  organised  it  after  the 
Crimean  "War.  namely,  Admiral  Manns. 
Foolish  people  think  that  the  transport 
department  ought  to  be  placed  under  the 
War  Office,  but  I  hope  that  will  never  be 
done.  The  Admiralty  is  responsible  for 
the  dispatch  of  troops  to  the  scene  of 
action,  and  can  carry  that  out  better  than 
the  War  Office,  who  have  enough  on  their 
hands.  I  now  come  to  the  statement 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
said  that  there  was  nothing  sensational  in 
the  Estimates.  I  agree  with  him,  but  he 
need  not  have  stopped  at  that.  While 
there  is  nothing  sensational  there  is  much 
room  for  disappointment,  and  I  know 
many  of  my  friends  arc  disappointed. 
Reading  between  the  lines  there  is  delay 
in  the  completion  of  ships  by  contract  — 
delay  here,  there  and  everywhere  except 
in  the  manufacture  of  guns.  I  say  no 
more  than  that  the  statement  is  dis- 
appointing. We  ought  to  be  informed  a 
little  further  as  to  why  the  ships  promised 
to  us  have  not  been  completed.  The 
three  cruisers  which  were  sanctioned  have 
not  only  not  been  completed  but  have 
been  superseded  on  reconsideration,  and  a 
cruiser  of  the  second  class  is  to  be 
built  instead.  That  opens  up  a  question 
of  policy  of  very  great  importance. 
The  late  Admiral  Sir  Geoffrey  Hornsby, 
who  did  more  to  educate  public  opinion 
on  the  deficiencies  of  the  Navy  than  any 
other  officer,  was  strongly  of  opinion  that 
more  cruisers  were  needed  to  guard  our 
commerce  and  our  commercial  routes. 
He  showed  that  a  certain  number  would 
be  required  to  be  stationed  at  rendezvous 
to  meet  our  mercantile  vessels  coming 
home,  and  1  affirm  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction that  this  question  has  not  been 
dealt  with  in  the  serious  way  it 
deserves.  I  deeply  regret  that  these 
three  cruisers  sanctioned  by  Parliament 
have  been  scratched  off  the  programme, 
and  a  second-class  cruiser,  the  keel  of 
which  is  not  yet  laid,  substituted  on  paper. 
The  House  is  asked  to  approve  of  that» 
and  of  course  the  House  will  approve  of 
it.  One  thing  I  did  approve  of,  and  that 
was  the  First  Lord's  answer  to  the 
criticisms  as  to  why  the  fleet  had  not 
been  mobilised.  I  should  have  regretted 
extremely  to  have  seen  the  Fleet  mobi- 
lised as  a  menace  to  Europe,  doing  no 
good  whatever,  and  the  Government  have 
acted  wisely  in  refusing  to  give  way  to 
such  foolish  and  ignorant  criticisms.  No 
one  can  form  an  adequate  opinion  as  to 
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whether  the  Fleet  should  be   mobilised  ;  heard  the   last  word    upon   it.      Naval 
except  the  Foreign  Office,  which  under-    opinion    is   very     much    exercised    and 
stands  the  whole  range  of  foreign  politics.  ,  divided  on  the  subject.     F,  for  one,  am  in 
The  First  Lord  did  lay  stress  on  the  fact    favour     of     maintaining     the     Training 
that  certain   coastguard  ships  had  been    Squadron,    and   the   arguments    of     the 
summoned     to    Portland     for    training,    naval  advisers  in  favour  of  abolishing  the 
but  every  naval  man    understands   that.  :  Squadron  are  not  worth  powder  and  shot. 
He   then  went  on  to   explain   that   the  '  At  any  rate,  these  naval  advisers  will  not 
Admiralty  thought    it    light    to  unman  I  have  their  way  without  a  good  struggle 
the  Training  Squadron  and  transfer  the    in  this  House  and  out  of  it.     I  support 
officers  and  crews  to  four  cruisers  which  he    all  the  First   Lord  has  said  in  regard  to 
called  a  special  service  squadron.      The  |  telegraph  and  repairing  ships.     We  have 
First  Lord  then  dwelt  upon  the  differences  |  two  such  ships  at  present,  the  *•  Vulcan" 
in  naval  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Train- :  and    the    u  Hecla. '        I     am     glad   to 
ing  Squadron   should   be  maintained  or  ,  hear     he     proposes     to    buy     another, 
permanently    abolished,    and    cited    the    In  regard  to  the  colliers,  I  cordially  sup- 
opinions    of    distinguished     naval     men    port  the  First  Lord  in  his  objection  to 
whose  names  he  did  not  give.     We  know    building  a  special  class  of  ships  for  the 
the  names.      Some  of   them  are  on  the    coal  supply  of  the  fleet.     I  never  shared 
retired  list,  though  they  were  recently  on    the  views  of  Lord  Charles  Beresford  on 
the  active  list,  and  they  are  men  of  great    this   point,  and   I   agree   that   with  our 
influence.       I    mention    one — Sir    John    splendid  mercantile  marine,  on  which  we 
Hopkins,  the  late  Commander-in-chief  of    can  rely  to  carry  coal  for  the  service  of 
the  Mediterranean  Squadron,  for  whom  j  the  fleet   in  any  part  of  the    world,  it 
I  have  great  regard  and  great   respect,    would  be  a  waste  of  time  and  expense  to 
But   there   are     many    eminent    officers  '  lay  down  such  a  special  class  of  ships.   I 
•who    hold   the  contrary    opinion.      The    disagree    with  my  right  hon.   friend  in 
matter    has   attracted    a    great  deal  of    putting  aside  the  building  of  the  third 
.public  attention.     I  hope  it  will  attract    class  cruisers  which  were  voted  last  year, 
more  before  it  is  finally  settled.      I  hold    and  which  ought  to  have  been  built  this 
that  the  First  Lord  should  not  be  entirely    year,   and  substituting  for   them  secoud 
guided    by   his    official   advisers   in   the    class  cruisers,   which  he  thinks  more  suit- 
matter.     It  is  a  national  question,  not  a  i  able.     What  we   want   is   scouts,  which 
departmental   question    at   all,    and    the    third  class  cruisers  would  be  ;  and  at  any 
opinion  of  four  naval  men  at  the  Admi-    rate,  you  can  build  third  class  cnusers 
ralty  should  not  be  conclusive  regarding  '  quicker  than  second  class  cruisers.    Iaj11 
it.      As   far  as   numbers  are  concerned,  j  glad  to  see  the  proposed  improvement  in 
there     are    more    sailing    vessels     than    the  engineers'  rank  and  pay ;  but  I  hope 
steamers  in  the  mercantile  marine,  and  as    the   First   Lord   will   not   yield  to  the 
long  as   we   have   any  number  of  sailing    demand  which,   I  understand,  has  been 
ships    carrying    the    commerce    of    this    made  that  the  engineers  should  have  the 
country  to  foreign  ports  it  would  be  a  ■  power  of   punishing  their  own  men.    I 
scandal  and  a  shame  that  our  naval  officers    trust  the  First  Lord  will  offer  his  most 
should  not  be  able  to  handle  them  on  the  '  strenuous  opposition  to  any  change  of  the 
high  seas.     These  distinguished  men  who    administration  of  discipline  in  the  Navy, 
are    now   in    favour    of    al>olishing    the    I  am  sorry  to  see  the  necessity  for  the 
Training  Squadron  would  never  be  what  |  removal     of     the     boys'    training  ship 
they   are    were   it   not   for   the   instruc  !  "Ganges"   from  Falmouth  to  Harwich, 
tion  they  received  in  sailing  ships,  and    Why  not  have  an  additional  training  ship 
it  is  illogical  and  inconsistent  that   they    at   Harwich,    and   keep    the    "  Ganges 
should  now  try  to  abolish  the  system  by    where  she  is  ?  for  it  is  most  important  to 
which     they      themselves      climbed     to  j  have   an    adequate   number  of  ships  for 
•eminence.     That  policy  ought  not  to  find  j  training  boys.     I  am  delighted  to  see  the 
a   place   within  the   four   walls   of     the    increase  of  300  in  the  Royal  Marines? and 
Admiralty.      It  is   a   national   question,  I  that  the  barrack  accommodation  at  Wahner 
and     hon.     Members — even    non-service  '  is  to  be  increased.     I  observe  that  there 
Members  —have   a   right    to   express  an  j  has  been  a  wastage  of  2,000  men  in  »• 
opinion  upon  it.     I  defy  the  Admiralty    Marine  corps,  and  that  it  will  take  **■* 
to     part    company    with    the    Training  !  time  to  raise  that  corps  to  its  full  streng»» 
-Squadron.       The    Admiralty    have    not  I  The   First   Lord  said  two  years  ago  & 
Admiral  Field. 
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would  look  into  the  question  of  wastage, 
and  now  we  are  put  off  with  the  statement 
that   the  matter  is  under  consideration. 
The  men  ought  to  he  secured  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  small  sum  of  money.     The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  wastage  in 
able    seamen.     I    come  now   to  an  old 
grievance  of  mine — the  negotiations  for 
procuring  a  rifle  range  at  Plymouth.     I 
have  pestered  the  First  Lord  on  this  sub- 
ject   for   years,*  and    yet    we   are    "  no 
forrarder.'    I  understand  you  have  com- 
pulsory  powers   of  purchase.     Why  not 
exercise  them  1     It  is  monstrous  that  an 
expense  of  £2,000  a  year  should  be  in- 
curred in  carrying  the   Marines  down  to 
Browndown  to  carry  out  their  rifle  prac- 
tice.    1    see    that   the   Army  ranges  at 
Tregantle    are   now  available,  but   why 
were  they  not  made  available  before  ?     I 
think  it  is  most  unsatisfactory  that  we 
should  not  have  a  rifle  range  at  Plymouth. 
I  know  there  is  an  opinion  abroad  that 
the  Royal  Marines  and  the    Engineers 
should  be  represented  on  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.     1  am  utterly  opposed  to  any 
such  pernicious  proposal,  and  I  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  stamp  it 
under  foot.     We  are  not  going  to  allow 
any  desperadoes  in  this  House  to  alter 
the  Queen's  Navy,  and  we  will  continue 
to  govern  it  without  Royal  Marines  and 
Royal    Engineers.      The    next    question 
which  the  First  Lord  touched  upon  was 
the   Naval    Reserves.     Now,   here  I  am 
entirely    at    issue    with   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  seemed  to  think  he  had 
made  out  a  good  case  when  he  said  that 
the  Naval  Reserve  amounted  to  27,000,  or 
including  the  Coast  Guard,  to  40,000.  But 
I  consider  that  that  is  an  altogether  in- 
adequate Reserve  for  a  great  sea  power 
like  England.     1   must  say,    with   great 
respect  to-  the  First  Lord,  that  this  ques- 
tion has  not  been  faced  by  the  Admiralty 
with   all  the  seriousness  it   deserves.     1 
am  certain  that  the  Reserve  is  not  ade- 
quate,   and    that   there   is   not  a   naval 
officer  who  would  consider  it  adequate  to 
meet   the  wastage  of  a  great  war.     Let 
the  Admiralty   take  a   lesson   from  the 
lister  Service.    WTioever  anticipated  that 
200,000    troops   would   be   required    to 
carry   on  a  war  against  two   small  Re- 
publics f     If  a  great  naval  war  were  to 
come  upon  us,  it  would  be  short,  sharp 
and  quick,  and  I  maintain  that  our  Re- 
serves are  not  adequate  to  meet  any  great 
emergency.      Many    more    men    should 
without  delay  be  enrolled  in  the  Reserves. 


For  years  past  the  diminution  of  British 
seamen  in  the  mercantile  marines  has 
l>een  complained  of.  We  all  know  and 
admit  it,  but  no  one  has  attempted  to 
find  a  remedy.  There  was  a  Manning 
Committee  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
urged  upon  the  Government  that  some 
coercive  measures  should  be  passed  to  pre- 
vent the  mercantile  marine  passing  entirely 
into  the  hands  of  foreign  seamen.  The  con- 
duct of  Ministers  on  this  subject  has  l)een 
most  unsatisfactory.  Over  forty  per 
cent,  of  the  sailors  in  the  mercantile 
marines  are  foreigners,  and  yet  you 
plume  yourselves  that  if  necessity  arose 
you  could  eall  out  your  Naval  Reserves. 
It  is  absolute  nonsense  to  say  that  we 
could  fall  back  on  the  mercantile 
marine  to  supply  war  wastage  after 
depleting  the  mercantile  marine  of 
25,000  Reservists.  It  would  be  to  de- 
plete British  ships  entirely  of  British 
seamen,  and  instead  of  their  being 
partially  manned  by  foreigners,  the 
British  ships  would  be  altogether  manned 
by  foreigners.  What  has  become  of  the 
initiative  of  Ministers  ?  They  are  paid  to 
initiate.  I  pass  by  the  building  pro- 
gramme, but  there  is  one  important 
matter  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion. It  is  stated  in  the  papers  to-day 
that  the  men  employed  upon  the  magnifi- 
cent cruiser  "  Kent "  had  been  taken  off 
and  put  to  make  the  repairs  and  altera- 
tions on  the  Royal  yacht.  That  is  a 
transfer  which  I  utterly  condemn. 
This  mighty  cruiser  is  pressed  for,  and 
the  Royal  yacht  might  wait  for  a  more 
convenient  season.  Her  Majesty's  yacht, 
the  "  Victoria  and  Albert,"  is  already  effi- 
cient, and  she  will  last  for  some  time  longer, 
at  any  rate  until  the  "  Kent  "  is  built.  As 
to  armaments,  I  rejoice  to  see  that  inter- 
mediate guns  are  being  manufactured. 
We  are  thankful  for  small  mercies,  and 
hope  and  believe  that  as  a  similar  gun  has 
answered  in  the  Japanese  Navy  the 
Admiralty  will  be  perfectly  safe  in  intro- 
ducing the  7*5  gun.  I  should  like  to 
have  some  more  information  with  respect 
to  the  supplies  of  cordite.  An  explosion 
of  cordite  occurred  on  the  flagship  of  the 
Mediterranean  fleet,  and  1  want  to  know 
whether  the  Admiralty  has  had  any 
report  as  to  whether  the  cordite  was 
stable  or  in  some  way  defective.  The 
Government  knows  my  opinion  as  to 
magazines  for  the  storage  of  explosives,  so 
that  it  is  useless  to  labour  that  to-night. 
Cordite  is  safer  than  powder*  if  you  know 
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your  material.  We  believe  it  is  quite  as  safe 
and  quite  as  stable ;  but  French  chemists, 
who  are  just  as  clever  as  the  English, 
advised  the  French  Government  the 
smokeless  power  was  perfectly  stable,  and 
there  was  the  explosion  at  Toulon.  Cor- 
dite is  stable;,  and  we  have  the  explosion 
on  board  the  flagship.  I  hope  the  right 
hoiK  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  some 
reassuring  information  on  that  point. 
With  regard  to  the  magazines,  they 
simply  say  the  work  is  progressing  satis- 
factorily. No  doubt  it  is  from  their  point 
of  view,  but  not  from  mine  When  I  am 
dead  and  gone  an  explosion  will  not 
matter  to  me,  but  the  Government  of  that 
day  may  then  recollect  my  humble  efforts 
and  the  protests  I  made  against  such  a 
piece  of  gross  folly  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  as  this. 

Mk.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  Two 
points  have  been  made  in  the  course  of 
this  debate.  One,  the  failure  of  the 
contractors  to  deliver  to  contract  time,  the 
other  the  failure  of  tho  Naval  Reserve  to 
retain  its  numbers.  The  default  of  the 
contractors  not  only  effects  the  coutract 
work  itself  but  very  materially  affects  the 
progress  of  the  work  in  the  dockyards. 
The  rapidity  of  construction  in  the  dock- 
yards is  beyond  question,  but,  so  long  as 
the  dockyards  depend  on  outside  con- 
tractors for  armour  and  other  materials, 
so  long  will  their  efforts  be  of  no  value. 
It  is  only  a  few  years  ago  that  the  Devon- 
port  Dockyard  was  entrusted  with  the 
building  of  engines  for  large  ships,  and 
as  soon  as  the  opportunity  was  offered  it 
was  found  that  Government  hands  could 
build  engines  as  reliable  as  those  turned 
out  from  the  shops  of  the  great  con- 
tractors ;  therefore,  this  class  of  work 
should  not  always  be  put  out  to  con- 
tractors. If  there  is  a  surplus,  then  let 
the  contractors  have  it,  but  the  Govern- 
ment employees  ought  surely  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  this  high-class  work. 
With  regard  to  armour,  that  is  a  more 
debatealJe  point,  but  1  fail  to  see  why  we 
should  not  commence  the  manufacture  of 
armour  in  our  own  yards,  and  1  hope  we 
shall  hear  of  something  being  done  by  the 
Government  in  that  respect.  1  am  con- 
vinced that  these  delays  on  the  part  of 
contractors  will  continue,  and  in  years  to 
come  they  will  tind  it  impossible  to  keep 
up  to  contract  dates,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  the  out- 
put   of    armour    has    increased    50    per 
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cent.      Not    only   will   our    Naval    pro- 
gramme of  construction  l>e  delayed,  but 
before     the    ships    can    be    commenced 
the  Government  will  have  to  wait  for  the 
convenience    and  goodwill     of    the  con- 
tractors for  various  parts.     It  is  essential, 
therefore,    to     increase    the    output   by 
commencing  manufacture  in  the  Govern- 
ment   yards.      This     year     that     to   a 
certain   extent    has    been   done.     Until 
this  year  there  was   only   one  slip  avail- 
able* on    which   you   could  lay   down  a 
battleship ;  if  that  yard  were  developed 
you      could      build     three     battleships 
simultaneously.     You  are  now  going  to 
enlarge  that  slip,  but  there  are  two  sheds 
at  Mutton  Cove  which,  if  developed,  would 
enable  you  to  build  two  battleships  there. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  exception 
to  the   idea  of    increasing  the  output  of 
armour  by  manufacturing  it  in  our  own 
yards  because  he  thought  it  would  necessi- 
tate the  withdrawal  of  a  large  number  oi 
men  from  the   private   yards.      I  th.w 
nothing  of  that ;  we  haveincreased  thesfcafi* 
of  our  yards  from  22,000  to  32,000  since 
1892,  with  the  great  advantage  tha/t:  » 
our  yards  we  are  never  likely  to  be     **u'j" 
ject   to  those    lalnnir  difficulties    vr  laich 
crop   up   in  naval  yards.      With  re^ffl1* 
to    the    Naval    Reserve,    it    is    obvious 
that      the      sanguine     expectations^     <* 
last     year     have      not      been     realised- 
The  Admiralty  has  not  yet  succeeded  "> 
hitting  upon  a  plan  which  will  attrau^  * 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  enable  a  *  t0 
build  up  the  Naval  Reserve  it  rei|«-"ires- 
In  the  last  ten  years  the  personnel  of 
Navy  has  increased  by  50,000  men. 
the  same  period  the  Royal  Naval  Re»^rv* 

will 
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has   only  increased   by   8,000   men. 
believe   the  personnel   of   the  Navy 
increase  to  150,000  men,  and  that  the* 
proportion   between   it  and  the  Re^^1^ 
will    be   much   more   marked,    and 
Admiralty   will  be   confronted  with 
great  difficulty  that  it  is  impossible, 
peace  footing,  to  keep  the  strength  oE 
personnel  of  the  Navy  up  to  war  reqi 
ments.     The  next  difficulty  will  be 
these  men,  even   now,  cannot  be  sen 
sea  a  sufficient  time  to  give  them  a  i 
training.      So  it  is  necessary  to  build 
this  Reserve  if  the  Admiralty  wishes : 
be  a  trained,    organised,   and  reliable 
serve.     It  must  bo  done  now  ;  it  car 
bo   postponed.      I    will  assume   for 
moment   that    the     present    Reserv^^  ,, 
about   29,000.     Naval    authorities    t^T 
that  its  strength  should  be  much  grea^^' 
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Charles  Beresford  held  that  it 
e  75,000.  I  am  confident  that 
n  of  short  service  was  intro- 
)  the  Navy  the  long  service 
ar,  because  you  could  not  work 
ervice  against  a  long  one.  If 
intend  to  build  up  the  Royal 
erve  you  will  have  to  make  it ; 
y  worth  the  while  of  the  mer- 
irine  to  take  apprentices.     The 

0  get    the    colonies   to  assist 

1  up  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
•  be  regarded  as  a  failure. 

)SCHEN  :  Some  of  the  colonies 
.Qxious  to  join  us,  and  we  shall 
all  the  Naval  Reserve  men  the 
lay  give  us,  but  it  is  not  a  source 
dctuate  upon,  nor  an  easy  source 


EARLEY :   It  will   be   a  good 
we   accept   the    offers  of    the 
and  I   hope   that    the  Reserve 
i  increasing. 

nder  YOUNG  (Berkshire, 
im)  congratulated  the  First  Lord 
miralty  on  the  statement  he  had 
trusted  it  would  dispel  many  illu 
ich  had  been  ventilated  in  the 
as  also  congratulated  the  right 
tleman  and  his  Department  on 
rellous  manner  in  which  the 
of  troops  to  South  Africa  had 
lucted.  Knowing  the  responsi- 
ich  must  attach  to  the  right  hon. 
in  it  anything  happened  to  the 
thought  the  House  should  leave 
ir  entirely  to  him.  He  expressed 
isfaction  that  something  had  been 
the  engineering  branch  of  the 
han  which  no  part  of  the  service 
ve  to  show  more  courage  in  time 
He  hoped  that  promotion  up  to 
:  of  lieutenant  would  soon  be 
warrant  officers,  because  these 
3  largely  responsible  for  the  dis- 
n  board  ship,  and  their  duties 
y  important.  With  regard  to 
ii  training  squadron,  he  owned 
sts,  yards,  and  sails  were  very 
.,  but  when  he  saw  that  only  a 
igsters  were  able  to  go  through 
ing  squadron,  and  those  only  for 
hs  at  a  time,  ho  came  to  the  con- 
tiat  the  training  squadron  should 
away  with,  and  that  the  men 
e  kept  at  their  exercise  in  the 
urn  or  around  the  guns. 


*Sir   CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of    Dean) :   The   hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  has  just  addressed 
the  House  thinks  we  ought,  considering 
the  enormous  responsibility  which  would 
fall  on  the  First  Lord  if  anything  went 
wrong  in  the  event  of  war  to  leave  him 
to    deal     with     his    programme.      We 
have   lately  seen   how  difficult  it  is  to 
bring  home  responsibility  in  a  land  war, 
and   I   believe    the  First    Lord  himself 
would  prefer  to  feel  that  his  hands  were 
strengthened   by  this   House.      He   has 
from  time  to  time  stated,  having  regard 
to  the  way  things  are  criticised  publicly, 
that  he  desired  to  be  fully  criticised  by 
this    House.      The    whole     House    has 
accepted  that   view.     As  one  of    those 
who   have     the    highest    standard  with 
regard    to    the    efficiency    and    relative 
strength  of  the  Navy,  I  also  desire  to 
avoid  sensation  and  panic.    I  can  the  more 
easily  do  so  on  this  occasion  because  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  of  the  risks  appre- 
hended from  the  present  war  by  many 
organs  of  the  press,  and  by  persons  who 
write  letters  to  the  press,  in  fact  exist. 
Why    is    there     no     reason     for   panic, 
engaged  as    we  are     in   a    war    which 
taxes    the     military    resources    of     the 
country  ?       Simply      because      of      the 
strength  the  Fleet  has  attained  relatively 
to  the  fleets  of  foreign  Powers.     That  is 
our  insurance,  which  has  been  successful. 
Surely  the  recollection  of  that  fact,  which 
is    admitted    by    all,    ought  to  lead   us 
to     be     very     clear     in     our     minds 
that    we    are    not    failing    to    do    now 
things     the     omission     of    which     may 
jeopardise  our  relatively  similar  position 
in  the  future.     I  have  gradually  become 
i  more  of  a  supporter  of  the  naval  adminis- 
tration  of  the    First    Lord,  and  of  the 
naval  position  taken  up  as  a  whole  by  the 
Government.     If  there  is,  as   I   believe, 
not  the  slightest  risk  of  any  intervention 
by  anybody  in  the  present  war,  or  in  con- 
,  nection   with  the   terms  of  peace,  it   is 
entirely  on  account  of  the  strength  of  our 
Fleet,  and  not  on  account  of  any  of  those 
large  proposals  for  sedentary  defence  of 
which  we   hear.     It  is  not  expenditure 
upon    time-expired    men    being    formed 
into   regiments  for  home  service   that  is 
our  guarantee  against  intervention ;  it  is 
1  the  possession  of  our  Fleet,  and  that  alone 
i  — or,    more  accurately,   the  idea  enter- 
tained of  our  Fleet  by  foreign  Powers.  If 
there  were  at  any  time  to  be  a  German 
emperor  who  desired    to   destroy  in  a 
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successful    naval  war    our  possession   of 
colonies  and  our  commerce,  it  would  be 
his  opinion  of  our  Fleet  that  would  cause 
us  to  have  peace,  and  prevent  him  from 
attempting   to  carry  out    any  such  pro- 
ject.      I     know     there     are     many     of 
my      friends     opposed      in      an      indis- 
criminate    way     to     all    military     and 
naval  expenditure.     Perhaps  they  do  not 
give   enough   time   to    the    matter,   and 
therefore    they    condemn    military    and 
naval   expenditure   root  and   branch.     I 
always  say  to  them,  "  If  you  want  to  try 
io  reduce  expenditure  as  a  whole  try  and 
pick  out  what  is  vital  to  the  countrj"  and 
set  that  aside ;    then    concentrate    your 
efforts  for  reduction  on  what  is  the  least 
important."     The    strongest    friends    of 
peace  in  this  country  are  not  those  who 
are  most  strongly  opposed  to  all    naval 
and  military  expenditure.    The  opponents 
of  all  war  expenditure  frequently  quote  the 
strongest  friend  of  peace,  the  author  of  the 
Hague  Conference,  M.  de  Bloch.     He  has 
very  recently  written  on  the  British  Fleet, 
and  what  does  this  rigid  apostle  of  peace 
say  'I  He  says  that  for  England  there  is  an 
interest  of  the  first  order  in   remaining 
mistress    of    the   sea    everywhere ;     she 
should  subordinate  everything  else  for  the 
sake  of  her  Fleet.     If  there  were  special 
risk    of    a    naval    war    at    the    present 
time — which  I  think  there  is  not-  -I  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  think- 
ing that  shipbuilding  would  not  meet  it. 
Tnat  is  obvious.     To  use  his  own  words, 
it  is  clear  that  at  a  critical  time  like  the 
present  we  ought  in  that  case  to  provide 
for  the  immediate  future,  and  repairs  are 
more  imperative  than  shipbuilding.      Sir, 
the   menace  to   this  country   which  the 
House  has  to  consider  when  it  comes  into 
Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Naval  Esti- 
mates,  is  a  more  distant  menace.     We  ' 
cannot  afford  to  have  regard  only  to  the 
risks  and   circumstances   of   the  present 
year :  we  must  look  further  ahead,  and 
consider  the  position  we  ought  to  keep 
up.     From  that  point  of  view,  I  doubt 
whether  the  programme  laid  before  us  to- 
night is  a  sufficient  programme.       The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  followed  him  from  j 
the  front  Opposition  bench  were  inclined 
to  speak  of   paper  programmes,  and  to  I 
contrast  performance    with    promise    as  j 
regards  those  programmes.      The  right  I 
hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  second  in  this  . 
debate  confined  his  examination  of  these  | 
programmes  in    detail    to    French  pro- 
Sir  Charles  IHlke.  ' 


grammes.     The  French  programme  is  not 
the  one,  I  think,  which  we  ought  to  have 
most  in  view  on  the  present  occasion.    The 
German  and  Russian  programmes  ought 
still  more  to  be  kept  in  mind,  because 
they  are  more  likely  to  be  adhered  to 
than    the  French.      Can   anyone    doubt 
that  who  watches  what  they  are  doing  T 
I  think  it  is  wise  and  statesmanlike  to 
treat    the     German     and    Russian    pro- 
grammes now  before   us  as  likely  to  be 
adhered   to  in   their   main   lines.      The 
standard  which  has  been  set  up  to-night 
in  the  figures  of  the  First  Lord     is  the 
standard  of  equality  to  two  other  Powers 
-France  and  Russia.     France  and  Russia 
are  either  never  likely  to  attack  us  at  all,  or 
they  are  likely  to  attack  us  in  company  : 
and  although  no  one  would  pretend  that 
our  Fleet,  on  paper,  is  equal  to  the  fleets 
of  Germany,  France,  and  Russia  at   the 
present  moment,  still  no  one  who  knows 
the  facts  can  doubt,  looking  at  the  diffi- 
culty of  allied  operations  at  sea,  and  the 
extraordinary  disparity  in  the  classes  of 
their  ships,  but  that  the  British  Fleet  is 
one  which  woidd  cause  any  three  Powers 
to   pause  before  they  attacked  it.     The 
danger  to  this  country  from  a   Franco- 
Russian  alliance  without  the  interposition 
in  the  war  of  any  other  Power  is  one  of  ^ 
the   most  unlikely    of    passible    events^ 
What  is  a  possible  event  would   be  ^ 
great  coalition  of  the  Powers  stretcbi/i  ^^ 
along  the  north  coasts  of   Europe  fr°*^^ 
Gibraltar  to  Behrens  Sea ;    but  that      ^ 
a  coalition  which  would  bring  to  our  si^-j^ 
the  naval  power  of  Japan  as  a   setK># 
This  two  Powers  standard  which  has   in 
recent  years    given   us  the    security    of 
being  in  sufficiently  near    proximity'  to 
equality  with  three  lowers  is,  to  my  uiAnd, 
to  some  extent  jeopardised  by  the      P^ 
gramme  now  placed  before  us.     In  m.  ~*&. 
it  does  not  jeopardise  the  position,  !►"**  ^ 
the  argument  it  contains  prevails,  it  s^^*Ift> 
to  me  it  is  likely  to  jeopardise  it  iit 
future. 


tV 


Mr.  GOSCHEX:    What  is  the 
ment  ? 


*irgt 


4U> 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  The  a- 
ment,  to  put  it  plainly,  is  that  we 
checked  this  year  in  our  programme, 
by  the  enormous  character  of  our  expe.  — ^u 
ture,  but  by  the  fact  that  we  have  reac^^ 
the  limit  of  the  manufacturing  power  J^^r- 
this  country.  That  is  a  libel  on  Bri*^  ^vf 
trade,  and  it  is  not  in  any  essential 
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of  view  tine.     I  am  not  accusing  the  First  | 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  of  using  a  disin- 
genuous argument,  but  when   examined 
by  those  who  are  not  persuaded  by  it,  it 
seems   to  break  down  in    the    point    of 
actual  and  literal  truth.     1  undertake  to 
say  that  not  only  can  we  manufacture  for 
ourselves,  but  that  there  are  means   by 
which  the  difficulty  can  be  met.     If  the 
Admiralty  will  guarantee  the  continuity 
of    orders   in    regard    to    armour,    they  ' 
will  Ik?  able  to  get  that  armour  ;  but  they  ] 
cannot   expect   contractors    to  engage   a 
gmit   numl)er  of  men,   and  invest  in  an 
expensive  plant  and  machinery,  if  they 
are  to  be  perpetually  faced  by  the  risk 
that  the   orders  may  any  day  suddenly 
stop.     The  Admiralty  must  guarantee  its 
orders  from  year  to  year.    If  that  is  done, 
ve  can    manufacture    on   any   scale  we  i 
please :  and   neither  the   difficulty  about 
propelling  machinery  nor    the  difficulty 
«*bout   armour,   which   has    been    placed ' 
l*efore  us  as  a  reason  for  pausing  in  our 
jmigiumme,  is   worthy    of    examination. 
-From  the  point  of  view  of  the  future,  it 
>***ems  to  me  the  programme  is  weak.    All 
the     time    we    are   told    that   propelling 
machinery   and    armour  cannot   be   pro- 
duced, and   that   we  must  draw  in  our  , 
Honis  because  of  that  difficulty,  the  very 
**stme  firms  who  are  contracting  with  us  < 
aiv    executing   enormous    works    of   the 
^me  description  for  foreign  Powers.     I 
lxhlieve  the  Government  have  the  alterna- 
tive  of  either  giving  to  firms  like  Arm- 
strong's, the  Thames  iron  Works,  and  the 
Sheffield    armour    firms     guarantees     of  ! 
«>t*<lers  year  after  year,  or  of  having  some 
T1*ixed   system    by   which   they   will    be 
I*ai-tly  partners  in    them   for   State  con- 
c«*rns--- or  else  by  the  State  manufacturing 
themselves,  they  can  overcome  the  diffl- 
^"Mlty.     1  am  certain  it  is  unworthy  of  the 
*  Government  (and  untrue  when  examined) 
*«  »give  as  a  reason  for  drawing  in  our  horns 
|**s  to  our  shipbuilding  programme  that  we 
*Xave reached  thelimitof  the  manufacturing 
i^ower  of  the  country.     The  First  Lord  of 
^lie  Admiralty  also  disappointed  me  on 
**«*veral  matters  of  detail.     The  one  point 
*  »n  which  I  think  he  showed  that  outside 
Criticism    had    thoroughly    livened    the 
^Admiralty  was  with  regard  to  what  may 
J"~  *e  called  the  auxiliary  services  of  the  Fleet. 
^here  it  was  evident  great  progress  had 
■  keen  made  since  last  year.  He  did  not  name 
^  distilling  ships.     I  gather  from  his  nods 
^liat  the  matter  has  not  escaped  attention. 
^  n  the  same   way,    what  ne  said   with 


regard  to  colliers  showed  great  care  and 
thought  on  the  subject.     If  there  is  one 
matter   more   than   another    which     the 
recent  land  war  has  brought  into  promi- 
nence, it  is  the  question  of   guns.     We 
had     a    little    Army    debate    in    which, 
through  an  interruption,  the  First  Lord  of 
the    Admiralty   took    part,    when    some 
doubt  was  thrown  on  the  question  of  the 
supply.    To  listen  to  the  words  of  the  First 
Lord  to-day,  anyone  who  had  not  read  the 
Estimates  would  suppose  that  there  was 
to  be  a  large  increase  of  guns  this  year, 
whereas     there     is     less     money    taken 
for   guns   this  year  than  was  taken  last 
year.       We    are    told    that    the    needs 
of     the     Fleet,     as    regards    the   larger 
guns,     have     been     supplied,    and    that 
we  are  keeping  pace  with  the  new  ships, 
that    the    guns    for    the  new  ships   are- 
ordered  and  will  be  supplied  in  time.  But 
what  about   the  reserve   of  guns  ?     The 
life  of   these  guns   is  very  short.     Few, 
except  practical  gunners  and  those  who 
have  studied  the  subject,  know  how  short 
the    life  of    these   guns  is.     There  is  a 
constant   pressure,  which   this    war   will 
enormously   increase,    for    gun    practice 
under  service  conditions  at  moving  targets 
and  so  forth,  where  a  full  charge  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.     The  more  you  practise, 
tlv*  shorter  the  lives  of  these  guns  will  be. 
I  doubt  very  much  whether  even  now  the 
reserve  of  naval  guns  is  sufficient,  consider- 
ing the  shortness  of  their  lives  and  the 
necessity  for  a  large  amount  of  practice 
with  them.      The  complaint  of  the  Admi- 
|  ralty  as  to  the  non-supply  of  armour  is 
I  no   new    thing ;    but   for   the   first   time 
1  this  year  the  non-supply  has  been  treated 
\  as  past  praying  for.  A  much  reduced  sum 
is  being  asked  for,  not  because  the  Depart- 
\  ment  do  not  want  as  much  armour  as  last 
,  year,  but  because  the  supply  cannot  be 
,  obtained.     Either  the  Admiralty  ought  to . 
make  the  supply  of   armour  certain   by 
I  arrangements  with   firms  such  as  I  have 
;  mentioned,  or  the  Government  must  begin 
the  supply   of  armour  themselves.     My 
lion,   friend  the  Member  for  Devonport 
spoke  of  the  power  of  the  dockyards  to 
1  construct  ships.    There  has  been  some  in- 
i  crease,  but  that  power  is  governed  this  year 
!  by  the  question  of  propelling  machinery. 
■  With   regard  to  the  number  of  men    in 
i  the  Reserve,  the  First  Lord  has  committed 
:  himself  to  a  statement  which  went  further 
\  than  statements  he  has  made  on  previous. 
i  occasions.       He   said    that   it   would   be 
1  possible  to  send  every  ship  to  sea  with 
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•only  a  moderate  call  on  the  Reserves.  1 
confess  that  astonishes  me,  but  only  a 
very  highly  skilled  technical  man  can 
•question  it.  But  he  admitted  in  reply  to 
a  direct  question  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport  that  he  is  not  satisfied,  and 
•cannot  be  satisfied,  with  the  number  in 
the  Reserves ;  and  of  course  he  admits 
that  his  new  Reserve  scheme  has  tem- 
porarily failed — has  not  produced  those 
great  results  which  were  hoped  from  it  last 
year.  Suggestions  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  Colonies.  The  First  Lord 
in  previous  debates  anticipated  the  diffi- 
culties with  regard  to  wages  in  Australia, 
and  with  regard  to  Canada  there  are  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  Admiralty  is 
familiar.  But  the  First  Lord  did  not 
mention  the  case  of  Newfoundland,  where 
the  wages  are  very  low  and  where  there 
is  an  enormous  fishing  population  which 
would  be  available  under  a  scheme  similar 
.to  our  own. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  That  has  been  done. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that,  because  I  am  certain 
; there  is  an  enormous  Reserve  propor- 
tionately to  the  population  to  be  obtained 
in  Newfoundland.  I  was  amazed  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  speak  of 
strategy  \n  connection  with  the  Intelli- 
gence Department.  Of  course  strategy 
lies  at  the  base  of  all  the  proposals  which 
are  made,  or  ought  to  be  made,  in  this 
House,  for  expenditure  upon  our  Fleet. 
But  strategy  for  future  British  wars  must 
be  the  business  of  the  First  Sea  Lord,  not 
of  the  Intelligence  Department.  I  con- 
clude, as  I  began,  by  reminding  the  House 
that  our  one  defence  which  can  avail  us 
at  the  present  time  is  the  opinion  which  I 
believe  is  justly  entertained  of  the  power 
of  the  British  Fleet.  In  the  absence  of  a 
Prime  Minister  who  takes  a  keen  interest 
in  this  subject  we  can  hardly  hope  that 
both  the  land  and  the  sea  defences  of  the 
Empire  should  be  controlled  by  a  single 
mind.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
controls  his  share  of  it — the  question  of 
sea  defence  ;  he  has  made  the  best  fight 
he  can  in  the  Cabinet  against  those  who 
would  spend  unduly  upon  the  land  or 
fixed  defences  here  at  home.  It  is  for 
him  to  make  that  fight,  and  I  believe  he 
makes  a  good  one.  We  shall  be  only 
strengthening  his  hands — not  weakening 
them — in  any  criticism  against  his  plans 
for  insufficiency.  As  to  the  argument  he 
Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


has  been  compelled  to  use  to  justify  that 
insufficiency,  namely,  that  we  are  unable 
to  produce  beyond  the  present  figures,  I 
confess  I  think  that  this  House  has  reason 
for  believing  it  to  be  an  argument  un- 
worthy of  this  country. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :   It  is   only   by   the 
courtesy  of  the  House  that  I  can  reply 
to  the  speeches   which  have  been  made. 
',  but  I  think  there  are  many  Members  who 
would   wish   that  I   should   offer  a  few 
observations   at  this  point.      There  are 
two   principal   points   which   have    been 
i  raised — one  connected  with  the  Reserve*, 
:  and  the  other  connected  with  the  supply 
,  of  armour  and   the  general     producing 
•  powers  of  this   country ;    but  before  1 
1  turn  to  them  I  will  deal  with  the  side 
issue  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
reference  to  the  Intelligence  Department. 
I  can   assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  is  the   First  Sea  Lord  who  is 
responsible  now,  as  he  has  always  been 
responsible  before,  for  naval  strategy  in  all 
parts  of  the  Empire.     But  in  order  to 
assist  him  in  that  work  it  is  very  impor- 
tant   to    have    able     officers    who    arc 
thoroughly   conversant   with    the  whole 
of    the  foreign   strategy  and  with  the 
position  of  every  ship,  and  who  can  work 
up   for  him  various  details.     The  Firrt 
;  Sea  Lord  is  taken  up  to  an  extraordinary 
!  extent  with  Admiralty  business :  there  is 
no  harder- worked  man   in   the  Empire, 
and  it  is  most  important,  therefore,  that 
there  should  be  men  of  first-class  capacity 
under  him  to  assist  him  by  drawing  up 
details,  while  he  superintends  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  strategy  and  the  defensive 
operations   of   this  country.     As  to  the 
Reserves,  I   think    that  hon.    Members 
have  made  too  much  of  the  slight  falling- 
off  this  year  in  the  Naval  Reserve  after 
the  change  which  was   made   last  year. 
The  House  should  remember  that  when 
the  change  was  first  introduced  men  i» 
the  second-class  Reserve,  who  had  been 
through  their  term  of  five  years,  could  elect 
to  go  for  their  six  months   sea  training 
i  at  once.     The  consequence,  as  would  1*' 
perfectly    natural,    was     that     a    largr 
number  of  the  men  embarked  at  once  i" 
the  first  year  of  the  new  scheme,  and  1 
,  do  not  look  at  the  present  falling-off'f 
I  any   proof  that  the  scheme   has  fail**1- 
|  Those  who  were  in  favour  of  the  sche«lC 
I  are  by  no  means  discouraged,  and  f°r 
|  this  reason,  amongst    others — that  the 
effect  on  the  men  who  have  embarked 


1169 


Supply 


{26  February  1900}  (Navy  Estimates).        1170 


has  been  extremely  good.  Some  hon. 
Members  said  that  the  Reserve  men,  the 
fishermen  or  sailors,  would  easily  pick  up 
what  they  had  to  learn  on  a  man-of-war. 
But  the  duties  are  much  more  compli- 
cated than  that  idea  indicates.  The 
handling  of  the  guns  and  countless  duties 
cannot  properly  be  learnt  except  on 
board  ship.  The  modern  sailor  is  a 
scientific  product ;  he  has  duties  to  per- 
form on  board  which  tax  his  energy  and 
his  training,  and  for  my  part  I  should 
dispense  with  the  greatest  reluctance  with 
this  primary  condition  of  efficiency — the 
six  months  training  at  sea.  It  may  l>e 
that  other  arrangements  will  have  to  be 
made,  but  the  system  ought  at  least  to  have 
as  long  a  trial  as  possible  for  its  success. 
I  have  been  pressed  as  to  the  number  of 
the  Reserves,  and  I  have  been  pressed  to 
say  whether  I  consider  the  present  Re- 
serve adequate.  I  have  remarked  on 
previous  occasions  that  it  is  considered 
that  the  larger  the  number  of  men  on  the 
active  list,  the  larger  the  number  of  the 
Reserves  ought  to  be.  That  is  the  theory, 
but  it  may  be  argued  with  possibly  more 
force  on  the  other  side  that  the  more  men 
you  have  on  the  active  list  the  less  you 
have  got  to  look  to  the  Reserve.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  It  depends  on  the  num- 
ber of  ships.]  Yes,  but  we  have  increased 
the  men  so  rapidly  that  we  consider  the 
Reserve  need  not  be  increased  in  the  same 
proportion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
commented  on  the  statement  I  made  that 
we  could  send  all  ships  to  sea  that  were 
effective  with  a  comparatively  moderate 
demand  on  the  Reserves.  I  have  always 
maintained  that  the  demand  would  be 
moderate,  but  it  is  more  moderate  now, 
and  at  this  moment  the  statement  is  more 
true,  because  we  have  never  l>een  checked 
in  the  number  of  men  we  have  tried  to 
enrol,  but  we  have  been  checked  by  the 
number  of  ships  which  had  to  Ik?  prepared. 
Our  ships  have  been  thrown  back,  as 
many  hon.  Members  know,  but  we  have 
not  been  thrown  back  in  the  men.  Con- 
sequently, we  have  a  larger  number  of 
men  now  to  man  the  ships  which  could 
possibly  go  to  sea  than  we  had  in  former 
times. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  number  of  men  had 
been  thrown  back  also. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes,  we  have  28,700 
Reserves,  instead  of  29,000;    we   have 
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been  thrown  back  a  thousand,  but  I  think 
it  will  be  some  time  before  we  shall  re- 
quire the  whole  of  the  28,000  or  29,000 
that  we  have  got. 

*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  If  the  number  of  men  is  in  ex- 
cess of  the  number  required  on  ships, 
then  I  suppose  the  excess  of  seamen 
will  be  quartered  on  shore. 

Mr.    GOSCHEN:     I    do    not    know 
whether  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  means 
the  number  of  seamen  on  the  active  list 
or  on   the   Reserve.     We   have  not  got 
men  over  on  the  active  list ;  we  require 
all  the  men  on  the  active  list  and  a  mode- 
rate proportion  of  the   Naval    Reserve  in 
time    of    war.      The    remainder    would 
remain  as  a  Reserve.     Hon.  Members  say 
we .  ought   to   have  a  very  much  larger 
Reserve.     I  should  like  a  larger  Reserve, 
but  I  would  call  attention  to  this  point. 
It  is  said  that  wastage  in  time  of  war  of 
the  men  would  be  very  great,  and  that  it 
;  is  for  that  purpose  that  we  ought  to  have 
i  a  larger  Reserve,  and  that  is  the  ordinary 
view,  but  it  is  highly  possible  that  the 
wastage  of  ships   in   these  days  will  be 
faster  and   greater  than  the  wastage   in 
1  former  times.     That  is   a  matter  well  to 
1  be  considered  in  this  connection.     A  ship 
j  in  these  modern  days,  with  the  machinery 
1  and  engines  of  every  kind  involved,  may 
I  easily     be     put     out     of    action    with- 
out  the   crew  suffering  severely  at  all. 
It    is   not   as   in   the   old   days,  when  a 
:  large    number   of  men   were  killed,  and 
1  practically  the  ship  could  easily   be  re- 
,  paired.     In  these  days  ships  may  be  put 
out  of  action  while  the  crews  may  l>e  com- 
,  paratively   intact,    and  the   crews   could 
I  then  be  transferred  to  other  ships  which 
had  been  in  reserve.     I  put  that  before 
1  the  House  in  order  to  show  that  it  does 
not  follow  at  all,  because  there  would  be 
i  wastage  of  men,  that  we  should  need  to 
,  employ  a  very  large  number  of  Reserves. 
We  should  require  them,  if  at  all,  rather 
!  for  auxiliary  ships,  and  for  the  defence  of 
1  harbours      and     many     other     services. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  think  there  ought  to 
be  the  alarm  with  reference  to  the  number 
;  of  Reserves  that  appears  to  exist  in  some 
hon.  Members'  minds.     The  second  point 
;  I  wish  to  allude  to  is  that  you  compare 
.  the  active  service  list  of  115,000  with  a 
'  Reserve  of  29,000,  but  you  must  not  put 
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the  29,000  against  the   115.000,  because  ' 
the  115,000  comprises  a  vast  number  of  ; 
services  for  which  there  is  no  Reserve,  ' 
and  which  are  not  taken  into  account  in 
this  matter.     Of  this  number  of  Reserves 
that  we  have  got  there  are  25,000  who  are 
seamen,  and  you  must  put  those  25,000 
seamen    as    a    proportion     against     the 
number   of  seamen    proper  out    of    the 
115,000.     For  instance,    I  know  that  in 
the    115,000    there    are    categories    for 
which  no    reserve    is    required,    and   it- 
is    not    necessary    to    have     the     same 
reserve     of      stokers,      because      it     is 
perfectly  clear   that  a  large    number   of 
stokers  would  immediately  be  available. 
Thus,  this  nucleus  of  25,003  men  on  the 
Reserve  is  a  much   larger   nucleus  than 
will  appear  if  you  consider  the  numerical 
figures  only.     I  have  stated  to  the  House 
very  frankly  that  we  desire  to  establish 
two  new  services,  a  Marine  Reserve  and 
a   Reserve   of  seamen  who   have   passed 
their  twelve  years.      Those  will  be  excel- 
lent   Reserves.       Do    not    let    us   look 
too    much     to    numbers,     let     us    look 
to   their  quality,  and  if  we  are  able  to 
get  a  considerable  numlier  of   men  from 
these  two  sources  it  will   certainly  be  an 
extremely  valuable  addition  to  the  Naval 
Reserve.     I  confess  that,  while  I  should 
like  to  have  more,  and  will  make  efforts 
to  get  more,  I  do  not  think  we  stand  as 
regards  the  Reserves  in  such  an  unsatis- 
factory position  as  we  are  described  as 
being  in.     I  did  not  plume  myself  up- 
on the  number  of  our  men.      As  soon 
as  a  Minister  makes  a  statement  to  correct 
misrepresentations,  as  soon  as  he  makes 
certain   statements   of   fact,   he    is    said 
to  plume  himself   upon   those   facts.      I 
simply   stated   to   the    House   the    facts 
affecting  our  Naval  Reserves.  With  regard 
to  withdrawing  men  from  the  mercantile 
marine,    we    are    less    and   less   relying 
upon  the  mercantile  marine  for  our  Re- 
serves.   We  are  drawing  them  now  almost 
exclusively  from  the  fishermen  class,  who 
are  put  through  a  training  of  six  months 
— the  fisherman  class,  if  they  are    pro- 
perly trained,being  more  available  than 
the  mercantile  seamen,  who  are  scattered 
all  over  the  globe,  and  who  would  not  be 
upon  the  spot  when  their  services  were 
wanted.     We  think  that  the  mercantile 
marine  will  continue  to  be  able  to  assist 
us  in  our  mercantile  cruisers,  and  be  able 
to  carry  on  the  trade  of  the  country  dur- 
ing war,  as  also  to  help  us  in  all  those  sul>- 
sidiary  operations  which    we  have    dis- 
Mr.  GoscJien. 


cussed   this   evening,  and   which  are  #>• 
necessary  to   the    successful    conduct  of 
war.     Having  said  this  much  I  will  drop 
the    question    of    the    Reserves,    but  I 
hope  I  may  try  to  clear  up   some  other 
misunderstandings.       The  hon.    Member 
for  Gateshead    made   a    humorous    but 
violent    onslaught   upon  our   water-tube 
:  Ixnlers,  and  referred  to  some  trials  which 
have    taken    place    in    regard     to    the 
"  Hyacinth  "  and  the    "  Minerva."  Those 
trials  are  not  yet  concluded,  but    some 
very     interesting     results     have    been 
obtained.       [An    Hon.    Member  :  Will 
the  new  vessels  be  built  with  watejr-tube 
I  boilers  1]     I  have  said  that  these  trials  are 
not  yet  concluded,  but  I  must  not  give 
;  the  hon.  Meml>er  any  impression  that  the 
j  new  ships  will  not  be  fitted  with  water- 
tube   l)oilers.     With  regard  to  the  hon. 
1  Member   for  Gateshead,  I  can   only  say 
j  that   those   boilers  are    being    put  into 
1  every  ship  that  is  being  built  by  France, 
Germany,     Russia,    and    America,    and 
if  we    have   a   "  paper   fleet  "     because 
of     our    water-tube    boilers,    then  those 
Powers  are  in  the  same  position,  l^ecanse 
all  have  water-tul>e  boilers.     The  water- 
tube  boiler  has  been  adopted  by  all  the 
.  great   maritime   nations,   and   I   do  not 
think  we    ought    to    go  back    upon  it. 
'  There  are  certain    difficulties,  not   with 
the  boilers,  but  with  the  machinery,  which 
j  have  still  to  be  overcome — leaky  joints  in 
!  consequence  of  the  very  high  steam  pres- 
I  sure — but   these  difficulties,  I    am  sure. 
1  will  not  ultimately  be  beyond  the  power 
,  of  our  great  shipbuilders.      The  adoption 
of  water-tube  boilers  is  looked  upon  as 
■  a  final  act  by  all  the  great  Powers,  out,  of 
!  course,  it   is    within  our  competence  to 
review  the  whole  question  and   to  take 
I  different  action  from  other  nations  if  it 
were  proved  to  be  necessary.     The  next 
I  point  of  great  importance  which  has  been 
|  brought  forward  by  hon.  Members  touches 
J  a  double  ground.     The  first  ground  is  the 
;  action  on  the  Continent  as  regards  the 
programmes  of  laying  down  ships,  and  the 
'  other  is  our  programmes  as  limited  by  our 
!  production  of  armour.      The  right  hon. 
!  Gentleman  opposite  spoke  of  the  French 
policy,  .and  suggested  that  practically  the 
French  were  abandoning  the  construction 
;  of  battleships.     It  is  true  that  the  French 
1  Naval     Commission     reported     against 
battleships,     and     M.     Lockroy     wrote 
|  against  them,  but  the  Council  of  Admirals 
i  have  fought  a  stubborn  battle  against  the 
young  school  upon    the  subject,  and  1 
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;lieve  the  battleship  party  will  win. 
he  matter  is  not  yet  decided  ;  the  battle 
not  yet  over;  but,  so  far  as  we  can  read 
ie  issue,  notwithstanding  the  frontal 
tack  of  M.  Lockroy,  I  think  the  battle- 
lip  party  will  win.  The  programme  of 
ranee  for  the  next  eight  years  is  to  lay 
>wn  in  the  course  of  those  years  six 
ittleships  and  five  armoured  cruisers. 
re  propose  to  lay  down  six  armoured 
uisers  and  two  battleships  this  first 
sar.  I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
an  that  these  programmes  are  not 
all  "paper"  programmes.  France, 
jcause  she  has  cnanged  her  pro- 
•amme  so  often,  has  now  adopted 
ie  system  of  the  Naval  Defence 
ct,  and  wishes  to  interpose  legislative 
ohibition  against  any  further  change  in 
ie  programme  which  she  may  lay  down 
)w.  I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
an  that  probably  Germany  and  Russia 
ill  stand  by  the  programmes  they  have 
ade.  Russia  is  carrying  out  the  ukase 
r  the  Emperor  with  a  90  million  rouble 
rogramme,  and  we  have  taken  that  into 
?count  in  every  step  which  we  have 
iken.  We  have  faced  the  programmes 
f  other  countries,  and  we  consider — 
bugh  we  have  been  limited,  as  I  admit, 
i  our  arrangements  by  what  we  consider 
o  be  the  reasonable  output  of  the 
ountry — that  our  proposals  are  adequate, 
>oking  to  our  cheaper  and  swifter  con- 
traction, and  looking  at  the  action  of  all 
he  Powers.  But  I  admit  that  the  entry 
f  every  new  energetic  Power  into  this 
ftval  competition,  as  regards  the  increase 
'f  construction,  must  increase  the  strain 
lpon  this  country,  and  must  make  us  look 
ery  carefully  to  the  standard  of  construc- 
ion  which  we  may  from  time  to  time 
x>n8ider  necessary.  With  reference  to 
he  output  of  armour,  it  has  been  urged 
lpon  us  to-night  in  several  quarters,  in 
he  strongest  manner,  that  we  should 
"range  an  armour  manufactory  of  our 
>*n.  This  would  be  quite  a  new  depar- 
ture, and  it  would  be  some  consider- 
able time  before  the  first  output  of 
finour  took  place.  Notwithstanding  the 
lews  which  may  be  entertained  by  hon. 
Members  as  to  the  increase  of  Govern- 
ment establishments,  it  is  a  very  serious 
hing  to  undertake  a  new  industry  by 
Government  departments.  In  the  present 
Bthusiasm  of  the  moment  we  are  trusted, 
jad  we  would  be  trusted,  by  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  and  hon.  Gentlemen  in  many 
tuts  of  the  House;  but  if  we  established 


|  a  great  armour  manufactory  we  should 
I  increase 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  refers  to  me,  what  I  said 
was  that  you  must  either  guarantee 
orders  or,  if  necessary,  go  as  it  were  into 
partnership  with  the  firms,  or  else  manu- 
facture yourselves. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  It  woidd  be  a  very 
great  undertaking  to  go  further  in  our 
dockyards  than  wo  have  done  already. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  sug- 
gested that  much  larger  work  might  be 
done.  In  the  aggregation  of  Government 
workmen  in  that  place,  and  in  Ports- 
mouth and  in  Chatham,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  go  on  ad  infinitum. 
There  is  almost  congestion,  even  now. 
We  have  gone  on  from  22,000  to  32,000, 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  argued  from  that 
that  we  might  go  on  still  further.  Is  it 
not  possible  that  the  very  increase  of 
Government  establishments  has  decreased 
the  number  of  workmen  who  are  avail- 
able in  private  yards  for  the  construction 
of  our  ships  ?  I  come  now  to  the  im- 
portant suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  that  we  should  'give  to  the  great 
constructing  firms  orders  for  ships 
for  some  time  to  come.  Let  me 
assure  the  House,  with  regard  to  armour, 
that  armour  manufacturers  have  received 
every  encouragement  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  increase  their  plant,  that  they 
have  been  supplied  with  ample  orders, 
and,  as  they  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
manufacture,  these  firms  are,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  increasing  their  plant. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  sufficiently  borne  in 
mind  by  those  who  criticise  the  producing 
powers  of  this  country  that  we  have  an 
enormous  number  of  ships  building  at  the 
present  moment.  What  country  could 
have,  as  we  have,  under  construction  four- 
teen battleships,  fourteen  armoured 
cruisers,  and  a  number  of  other  ships  into 
the  bargain  ?  France  has  nothing  like 
such  an  amount  of  shipbuilding  on  hand, 
nor  has  Germany  ;  and  it  is  to  the  credit 
of  oumhipbuilding  firms  that  we  are  able 
to  place  such  large  orders  in  their  hands. 
No  doubt  the  circumstances  of  the 
moment  have  thrown  back  the  producing 
powers  of  our  great  shipbuilding  firms. 
We  have  not  yet  got  over  the  lamentable 
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Tesults  of  the  labour  difficulties  two  or 
three  years  ago.  These  threw  back  not 
only  the  engineers,  but  every  trade  that 
supplies  the  engineers.  The  subordinate 
trades  that  manufacture  articles  for  the 
engineers  were  all  behind  hand.  A  cer- 
tain number  of  orders  had  been  placed, 
and  they  could  not  be  executed  because 
the  work  was  in  arrear.  The  contractors 
and  the  subcontractors  also  were,  there- 
fore, in  arrear,  and  they  have  had  stiff 
work  to  pull  up.  But  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that,  because  we  have  not  been 
able  to  spend  the  amount  of  money  we 
were  entitled  to  spend,  the  contractors 
will  not  be  able  to  complete  their  orders 
-within  the  time  of  their  contracts.  What 
has  happened  is  that  they  have  not  been 
able  to  work  up  to  the  estimates  those 
who  advise  us  considered  they  would  have 
been  able  to  earn.  But  they  have  not 
been  behindhand  in  their  deliveries, 
and  that  is  the  chief  thing.  Be- 
lieve me,  you  cannot  meet  a  difficulty 
of  this  kind  by  the  exaction  of 
penalties.  Whether  we  have  or  have  not 
been  remiss  in  this  respect  is  a  matter 
upon  which  Gentlemen  opposite  challenge 
us,  but  if  the  money  spent  is  behind  our 
expectations  it  has  not  arisen  because  we 
have  not  enforced  the  penalties.  The 
general  enforcement  of  penalties  on  firms 
who  have  not  been  able  to  secure  the  more 
rapid  execution  of  their  orders  would  have 
this  result :  considering  the  limited 
number  of  men  who  do  this  work,  con- 
tractors would  in  future  ask  for  longer 
time  and  for  higher  prices,  lest  they 
should  be  exposed  to  these  penalties 
again.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  that 
we  should  give  the  firms  orders  in 
advance  for  a  certain  number  of  ships,  I 
think  that  is  a  proposal  that  we  should 
be  only  driven  to  in  the  very  last  resource. 
The  control  of  the  finances  and  the  very 
selection  of  the  firms  would  be  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty.  We  should 
have  to  decide  whether  to  go  and  make 
arrangements  with  firms  on  the  Thames 
or  in  Newcastle  and  leave  out  the  Clyde 
and  the  great  firms  there.  I  do  not  see 
how  the  matter  can  possibly  be  arranged, 
for  we  cannot  demand  that  no  foreign 
ships  should  be  built  in  this  country. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out 
that  enormous  orders  for  the  building  of 
ships  of  war  were  earned  out  in  this 
country  for  foreign  nations.      Japan  is 

Mr.  Gosclien. 


the  only  country  for  which  such  orders 
|  are   being  executed,  if  we  except  small 
I  experimental  ships  here  and  there.     It 
I  has  often  been  contended  that  it  was  an 
,  advantage  to  this  country  to  have  war- 
1  ships  for  other  Powers  built  here,  for  if 
■  there    was    an   outbreak   of    war,   such 
vessels  would  probably  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  thus  increasing  our 
resources  to  a  considerable  extent.     I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  cast  a  slur  on  that 
particular     industry     of     this     country, 
because  that  industry  has  borne,  and  is 
bearing,  a  tremendous  burden,  looking  to 
the   orders   we   have   already  placed.     I 
should    abuse    the    privilege    which   the 
House  has  allowed  me  if  I  were  to  con- 
tinue  my    observations   on   other   minoK 
points  which  I  shall  be  able  to  deal  with= 
on  a  future   occasion.     I  was,    however- 
anxious  to  put  these  two  matters  straigh — 
— to   explain  our  views  as   regards  th» 
Reserve,  and  as  regards  these  short  earn™ 
ings,  looking  at  the  matter  in  connection 
with  the  action  of  foreign  Powers.     I  wa« 
going  to  ask  my  hon.  friend  the  Membe— 
for  King's  Lynn,  if  he  had  not  left  ttm 
House,  not  to  expect  me  to  go  into  th«== 
long  list  of  treaty  obligations  which  h — 
has   sprung    upon   us    this    evening, 
must   confess   that,   when   he   asked  n — 
whether  we  had  realised  all  the  commit 
ments  of  the  last  few  years,  I  had  c^» 
tainly  forgotten    some  of    them.      N^cl: 
would  I,    on   this  occasion,   go  into  tWzi 
remarks  which  he  made  with  reference    «( 
the  degree  in  which  he  thinks  we  ha»"ve 
weakened  our  naval  power  by  the  arrange- 
ments we  have  made  as  regards  the  rig^fct 
of  search  for  contraband  of  war.    I  shouUd 
like    to    make   one    remark   which   his 
speech  suggested,  and  that  is  this — that  no 
fault  is  tobe  found  with  the  gallant  naval 
officers   who   have   been  conducting  this 
most  unpleasant,  this  most  ungrateful  and 
difficult  right  of  search.     They  have  done 
their    duty    with    great    assiduity,  con- 
tinually   disappointed,   always  watchful, 
always  endeavouring  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  which  were  given  to  them. 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the  great 
difficulty  of  the  case  lies  in  the  fact  that 
they  have  not  got  to  deal  with  a  hostile 
port  to  which  goods  are  being  carried. 
Every  operation  is  complicated   by  the 
fact  of  Lorenzo  Marques  being  a  neutral 
port ;  and,  being  a  neutral  port,  and  the 
enemy  having  no  ports  at  all,  it  has  fr' 
mensely  added  to  the  difficulty  of  oflj 
naval  officers.    I  trust  that  no  blame  *»* 
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ttach  to  them  if  on  certain  occasions 
hips  have  been  released  because  there 
►  as  no  proof  that  they  carried  contraband 
•f  war,  though  our  officers,  from  the 
nformation  they  received,  felt  entitled  to 
iiake  these  investigations.  I  beg  to 
hank  the  House  for  the  manner  in  which 
in  the  whole  they  have  received  these 
Estimates.  I  think  they  have  considered 
hat  they  are  moderate,  and  I  hope  they 
lave  also  considered  them  adequate.  I 
im  glad  to  find  that  the  House  endorses 
he  attitude  of  the  Government  with 
eference  to  their  desire  to  avoid  sensa- 
tional measures  or  anything  that  may 
ook  like  panic  in  any  quarter  of  our 
Empire. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  In 

considering  the   statement  put  before  us 

by  the    right  hon.    Gentleman    to-night, 

it  must,  of  course,    l>e    borne   in    mind 

that    a     good      deal     of      the     general 

situation  has  been  created  by  the  war  in 

South  Africa,  and  I  am  sure   the  House 

generally    will    acknowledge    the     very 

gallant  part  the  Navy  has  played  in  the 

fcW.    On  both  sides  of  the  House  there 

*eems  a   determination  to  maintain  the 

efficiency  of   the   Navy.     But,   although 

the  country  undoubtedly  has  confidence 

in  our    Navy    administration,    I   think 

that      the     right     hon.     Baronet      the 

Member    for       the     Forest    of     Dean 

appeared    to    go    a  little    too    far,    for 

he  practically  absolved  the   House  from 

criticising  the  Naval  Estimates.    I  cannot 

help  thinking  that  the  Naval  Estimates 

in  the  past  show  that  we  have  been  a  little 

kx  in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  our 

^avy.    In  my  opinion  the  Navy  and  the 

Admiralty  administration    in    the    past 

^ould  have  been  better  if  there  had  been 

a  little  more  free  and  open  discussion. 

The  general  increase  in  the  Navy  during 

the  last  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  has 

toen  enormous.      The  First  Lord  of  the 

Admiralty  has    reminded    us    how  the 

number    of     men     in    the    Navy    had 

Practically    doubled,    and     I    can     find 

no  grounds     for      believing    that    any 

such   increase    has    been    carried    out 

V    any    foreign    Power.      While     we 

have  undertaken  this  enormous  increase, 

France  has  only  increased  her  strength 

by  about  20  per  cent.     Of  course  we  are 

obliged  to  take  a  great  deal  of  the  infor- 

JB&tion  given  by  the  Admiralty  on  trust, 

for  only  one  country — and  that  is  France 


— publishes    in   any  detail  what  she  is 
doing.     Russia  and  Germany  are  more  or 
less  dumb ,  in  this  respect,  and,  when  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the    Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  quotes  Germany  and 
j  Russia   as  factors  which  must  be  taken 
j  into    consideration  in   a  greater  degree 
!  than  in  the  past,  we  must  consider  what 
i  he  says.     If  you  take   the    last  sixteen 
!  years   programme   of  France   I   do    not 
!  think  that  you   will   get  an  average  of 
]  anything    like  the   sum    named   by    the 
|  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     I  do  not 
i  think  that  the  programmes  of  Germany 
I  and  Russia   this  year  should   affect  our 
;  estimate  as  to  what  our  duty  is.     I  can- 
;  not  help  feeling  that  it  is  a  disadvantage 
j  that  we  cannot  have  more  information  as 
I  to  what  is  alleged   in  justification  of  this 
i  enormous   expenditure  on  new  construc- 
tion.    There  has  been  probably  too  much 
reluctance  in    the   past   to  criticise    the 
Admiralty  proposals.     In  regard  to  new 
construction  we  have  got  this  fact  to  con- 
sider, that  for  the  last  three  years  the 
Admiralty   has  failed  to  carry  out   its 
programme.       One    year    after    another 
the  estimated  programme  has    not  been 
carried    out.     The     First     Loi-d   of   the 
Admiralty  has  suggested  as  a  reason  for 
that  the  fact  that  the  limit  of  our  output 
has  been  reached  in  this  country.     This 
seems    extraordinary,    and     almost     in- 
credible,    considering;   all     the    private 
yards  in  this  country  where  money  might 
be  expended.     Surely  it  is  hardly  a  fair 
statement  of  the  case  to  say  that  we  can- 
not get  more  work  done  in  private  yards, 
and  that  we  have  reached  the  limit  of  out- 
put of  all  our  manufacturing  firms  in  this 
respect.     I  cannot  help  feeling  that  there 
are  other  explanations.     The  First  Lord 
has    said    that    his     estimates    are    not 
sensational.     I  think  a  further  inference 
is  justifiable,   and   it   is  that  the  Naval 
advisers  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
conditions  of  the  Navy.     There  may  be 
endless  details  and  endless  ways  in  which 
further  expenditure  may   be  justifiably 
incurred    to  perfect  our   ships,   and  the 
House  has  given   the    Government    no 
reason  to  think  that  there  will   be  any 
reluctance   in   voting   them    money,   for 
they  have  had  more  than  enough  money. 
For    three  years   now   the   Government 
have  asked  for  large  sums  of  money  which 
they  have  not  been  able  to  spend,  and 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  pockets  of 
the  taxpayer.      I   believe  this    country 
is  profoundly  peaceful  in  its  intentions, 
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4ind  I  hope  it  may  long  continue  to  be  so. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  complain  of  the  ex- 
pense when  we  consider  how  far  reaching 
the  power  and  influence  of  our  Fleet  is,  but 
I  venture  to  interpose  these  remarks  be- 
cause of  the  torrent  of  suggestions  which 
seem  to  have  all  gone  in  one  direction, 
and  that  is  in  the  direction  of  greater  ex- 
pense. I  do  not  believe  myself  that  our 
difficulties  in  regard  to  defence  can  be  en- 
tirely supplied  by  having  a  powerful 
Fleet  and  a  powerful  Army,  for  in  the  end 
we  must  depend  upon  the  brain  and 
■muscle  of  our  own  country.  There  is  a  great 
•deal  to  be  done  in  the  country  in  this 
respect  for  which  money  is  wanted, 
and  which  is  not  available  to  be 
devoted  to  improving  the  condition 
of  our  people,  and  cultivating  our 
own  physical  resources.  I  do  not  want 
in  any  way  to  lower  the  standard 
of  the  efficiency  of  our  Navy,  or  the  j 
power  and  position  of  the  country  in  ! 
regard  to  naval  defence,  but  I  believe  that 
a  more  vigorous  criticism  is  perfectly 
justifiable  upon  naval  matters  without 
incurring  any  reproach  in  this  respect.  I 
hope  our  efforts  will  be  directed  to  facili- 
tating that  end,  and  that  we  may  be  led 
to  urge  and  lay  emphasis  upon  a  wise  and 
-conciliatory  diplomacy  and  attitude 
.towards  other  countries. 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


SUPPLY  [22nd  February]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments (Supplementary  Estimates), 
1899-1900. 


Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  in  respect  of  sundry  public  buildings 
in  Great  Britain,  not  provided  for  on  other 
Votes." 

3.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £12,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March. 
1900,  for  rates  and  contributions  in  lieu 
of  rates,  etc.,  in  respect  of  Government 
property." 

Class  II. 

4.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £4,150,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the 
Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies." 

5.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £300,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1 900,  for  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the 
Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Mort 
Honourable  Privy  Council." 

6.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £20,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  stationery,  printing,  paper, 
binding,  and  printed  books  for  the  public 
service." 


Class  I. 

1.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,   not 
•exceeding  £20,000,   be  granted  tp  Her 

Maje3ty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
♦come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  expenses  of  Post  Office  and 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Buildings,  Great 
Britain." 

2.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,   not 
•exceeding  £40,000,   be  granted  to  Her 

Captain  Sinclair. 


j      7.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  a<>t 

■  exceeding  £5,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 

■  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  i11 

I  course  of  pavment  during  the  year  endi*i£ 
on  the  31st 'day  of  March,  1900,  for  tt*e 
salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Gener*^ 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey  ^ 
Ireland." 


Resolutions  agreed  to. 


Adjourned  at  five  minuted 
after  Twelve  o'clock  ^ 
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Tw*d<iyt  21th  Fdnunnj,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


February  1900}  Repwte,  Ac.  1182 

i      COMMERCIAL  UNION  ASSURANCE 
COMPANY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GOVERNMENTS  STOCK  AND  OTHER 
SECURITIES  INVESTMENT  COM- 
PANY RILL  [h.l.]. 

UNIVERSAL  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
SOCIETY  RILL  Th.l.]. 

Committed. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
louse  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
ad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  j  GWYRFAl  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
rom  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
landing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
lg  Bills  have  been  complied  with — 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 
[H.L.].^ 

Dearne  Valley  Railway  [h.l.]. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
'able. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 
Report  from,  that  the  Standing  Orders 
iot  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Bill 

►ught  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
he  powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1, 
I,  and  3  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

Shannon   Water  and    Electric    Power 
Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
a  proviso  be  added  to  Clause  37  that  no 
generating  stations  shall  be  erected  upon 
the  lands  comprised  in  that  clause,  or 
upon  any  other  lands  than  those  specified 
in  the  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

Devonport  Corporation  Bill 

°ugnt  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
the  powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  4 
*nd  4a  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
*"ith  in  respect  of  the 

South-Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
Bill 

*ight  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
he  powers  to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1, 
»  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  be  struck  out  of 
^e  Bill 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 
"VOL.LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

WORKINGTON  RAILWAYS  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

CLEETHORPES  GAS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

FISHGUARD  WATER  AND    GAS    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES    GAS    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

LONDON    SEA    WATER   SUPPLY  BILI 

[ILL.]. 

MARGATE  PIER  AND  HARBOUR   BILL 

[H.L.]. 

EXMOUTH  URBAN   DISTRICT   WATER 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Committed:    The  Committees    to    be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

MILFORD  DOCKS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
CALEDONIAN    RAILWAY    BILL   [h.l.]. 
DEARNE     VALLEY     RAILWAY    BILL 


VALLEY     RAILWAY 

[H.L.]. 


Bead  2". 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ARMY  (ESTIMATES). 
Memorandum  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
relative     to     the     Army    Estimates    of 
1900-1901. 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  Code  of  Regulations  for  day  schools ; 
with  schedules  and  appendices  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Edu- 
cation. 

2.  Revised  instructions  issued  to  Her 
Majesty's  Inspectors,  and  applicable  to 
the  Code  of  1900. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  21st  February, 
1900,  declaring  that  William  Andrews, 
formerly  hall  porter  under  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners,  was  appointed  without  a 
civil  service  certificate  through  inadver- 
tence on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his 
department :  ljaid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


LAND  CHARGES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Read    3rt  (according    to    Order),    and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  FROM 
THE  FRONT— SI  RRENDER  OF  GEN- 
ERAL CRONJE  AND  HIS  FORCE  AT 
PAARDEBERG. 

*The   SECRETARY   of  STATE  tor 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of   Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  I  may  be  perhaps  allowed  to  j 
read  to  your  Lordships  a  telegram  we  have  I 
just  received  from  Ix>rd  Roberts.      It  is 
dated  Paardel>erg,  11.20  a.m.  today- 

"  From  information  furnished  daily  to  me  by 
my  Intelligence  Department  it  became  appar-  \ 
eiit  that  Cronje's  force  was   liecomin^   more  ; 
depressed    and    that    discontent   among   the  \ 
troops  and  discord  anions  the  leaders  were 
rapidly  increasing. 

"This  feeling  doubtless  was  accentuated  by  the 
disappointment  caused  when  the  Boer  rein- 
forcements which  tried  to  relieve  Cronje 
were  defeated  by  our  troops  on  the  23rd  inst. 

"  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  bring  pressure  to 
l>ear  on  the  enemy.  Each  night  trenches  were 
pushed  forward  towards  the  enemy '*  laager  so 
a.s  to  gradually  contract  his  position,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  bombarded  it  heavily  with 
artillery,  which  was  yesterday  materially  aided 
by  the  arrival  of  four  6in.  howitzers  which  1 
had  ordered  up  from  De  Aar. 

•*  In  carrying  out  these  measures  the  captive 
balloon  gave  great  assistance  by  keeping  us 
informed  of  the  dispositions  and  "movements  of 
the  enemy. 

"At3a.m.  to-day  a  most  dashing  advaucemade 
by  the  Canadian  Regiment  and  some  Engineers, 
supported  by  the  1st  Gordon  Highlanders  and 
2nd  Shropshire**,  resulted  in  our  gaining  a 
]K>int  some  GOO  yards  nearer  the  enemy  and 
within  al>out  80  yards  of  his  trenches,  where 
our  men  intrenched  themselves  and  maintained 
their  positions  till  morning— a  gallant  deed 
worthy  of  our  colonial  comrades,  and  which  I 
am  glad  to  say  was  attended  with  I'oiiijwira- 
tiveFy  slight  loss. 

44  This  apparently  clinched  matters,  for  at 
daylight  to-day  a  letter  signed  by  Cronje,  in 
wliich  he  stated  that  he  surrendered  uncondi- 
tionally, was  brought  to  oar  outposts  under  a 
Hag  of  truce. 

"In  my  reply  I  told  Cronje  that  he  must 
present  himself  at  my  camp  and  tliat  his  force 
must  come  out  of  their  laager  after  laying 
down  their  arms. 


"  By  7  a.  m.  I  received  General  Croi 
despatched  a  telegram  to  you  announc 
fact.  In  the  course  of  conversation  hi 
for  kind  treatment  at  our  hands,  and  a 
his  wife,  grandson,  private  secretary,  a< 
and  servants  might  accompanv  him  w 
he  ini^ht  be  sent.  I  reassured  him  a 
him  his  request  would  \*e  complied  witl 

i4 1  informed  him  that  a  General 
would  tie  sent  with  him  to  Cape  Town  t< 
his  being  treated  with  proper  respect  e 
He  will  start  this  afternoon  under  the 
of  Major-General  Pretynian,  who  wi 
him  over  to  the  General  Commanding  i 
Town. 

"The  prisoners,  who  number  abou 
will  be  formed  into  commandoes  und< 
own  officers.  They  also  will  leave  here 
raiehing  Modder  River  to-morrow,  win 
will  be  railed  to  Cajie  Town  in  detach] 

House    adjourned     at    twei 
minutes    before    Five 
clock,    to   Thursday    in 
half- past  Ten  of  the  cloc 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Tnrxhn/,  27  th  February,   1900 


MH.    SPEAKER'S   INDISPOSITK 

'      The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk 

j  Table  informed  the  House  of  theun 

able  absence  of   Mr.  Speaker,  owi 

the  continuance  of  his  indisposition 

Whereupon  -Mr.  James  Wi 
Lowther,  the  Chairman  of  Way 
Means,  proceeded  to  the  Table,  and 
Prayers  took  the  Chair  as  1) 
Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  ( 


:         VllirATK   HILL  BVSIXKS 

I  PRIVATE  RILLS  (STANDING  OKI) 
!  COMPLIED   WITH). 

j  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  laid  up<> 
j  Table  Bcport  from  one  of  the  Exan 
!  of  Petitions,  for  Private  Bills,  that,  i 
:  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  ( 
I  First  Heading  thereof,  Standing  ' 
'  No.  (52  has  been  complied  with,  name 

j  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  r 
j  stead  Railway  Bill. 

Jarrow  and  Hebburn  ElcetricitvS 
;  Bill.  ^ 

South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Trail 
:  Bill. 

!  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  Ikj  n 
I  second  time.. 
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PRIVATE    BILLS    (STANDING    ORDER  i 
63    COMPLIED    WITH). 

Mr.  Deputy   Speaker  laid  upon  the  [ 
Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  private  Bills,  that,  in  the  j 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  i 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No. 
63  has  been  complied  with,  namely  : — 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Stafford- 
shire Potteries)  Bill. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply 
Bill. 

Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads 
Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

DEVONPORT  CORPORATION   BILL. 

ST.  DAVID'S  RAILWAY  (ADDITIONAL 
POWERS)    BILL. 

COVENTRY    CORPORATION    BILL    (BY 
ORDER). 

SOITHPORT  CORPORATION  BILL  (BY 
ORDER). 

WEST  BROMWICH  CORPORATION  BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY  BILL 
(BY    ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
&W.)said  he  had  on  several  occasions 
tad  to  call  attention  to  the  Bills  of  this 
company.  The  fault  was  not  his ;  it  was 
father  that  of  the  company.  His  action 
*"as  taken  in  the  interests  not  only  of  his 
°*n  constituents,  but  of  the  vast  body  of 
$js  consumers  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Thames.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was  to 
triable  the  company  to  increase  its  capital 
y  two  and  a  half  millions  sterling,  and 
the  measure  was  identical  with  one  intro- 
duced last  session,  the  Second  and  Third 
'fading  of  which  he  unsuccessfully  opposed, 
48  he  failed  to  get  the  support  of  the 
***ajority  of  hon.  Members.  When,  how- 
ever, that  Bill  went  to  another  place  the 
<*>tiree  which  he  had  respectfully  urged 
tile  House  of  Commons  to  take  was 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Lords,  and  it 
threw  out  the  measure.  It  would  be  in 
the  remembrance  of  hon.  Members  that 


last  year  the  House  appointed  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  metro- 
politan gas  companies.  That  Committee 
had  made  some  very  important  recom- 
mendations, which  had,  however,  been 
entirely  ignored  by  the  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company  in  their  present 
Bill.  The  company  had,  in  fact,  not 
shown  the  slightest  disposition  to  comply 
with  any  one  of  the  fi ve  important  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee,  and  he 
thought  he  was  not  going  too  far  when 
he  suggested  that  in  so  acting  they  were 
showing  something  very  like  contempt 
towards  the  House.  Complaint  had  for 
a  long  time  been  made  of  the  excessive 
charges  for  gas  made  by  this  company,  as 
compared  with  other  companies,  whether 
metropolitan,  suburban,  or  provincial 
corporations  or  companies,  and  it  was  im- 
portant to  note  that  the  difference  in 
price  had  been  constantly  increasing  for 
the  last  ten  years.  Taking  the  South 
Metropolitan  Company  for  the  purposes 
of  comparison,  he  found  that  in  1 889  the 
difference  between  the  charges  of  the 
two  companies  was  3d.  per  thousand  feet. 
In  1890  it  was  4£d.,  in  1891  5|d.,  in 
1892  7d.,  in  1893  7|d.,  in  1894  7|d.,  in 

1895  there  was  a  slight  drop  to  5fd. ;  in 

1896  6£d.,  in  1897  6Jd.,  and  in  1898 
8Jd. ;  and  this  constantly  increasing 
difference  had  been  going  on  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  company  had  all  the 
natural  conditions  in  its  favour.  It  was 
the  largest  gas  company  in  the  world ;  it 
had  the  largest  and  richest  district  to 
supply  ;  it  had  a  larger  area  of  supply  than 
any  other  metropolitan  company,  and  the 
amount  of  gas  sold  per  mile  was  larger 
in  the  case  of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  than  in  the  case  of  any  other 
company  in  London.  Why  was  it,  then, 
that  the  price  charged  was  so  high  1  The 
Report  of  the  Committee  showed  clearly 
and  decisively  that  the  company  had  long 
been  breaking  its  statutory  bargain, 
because  in  1867,  what  was  known  as  Mr. 
Cardwell's  Committee  stated  that  gas 
companies  were  entitled  to  divide  their 
10  per  cent,  dividend  only  on  the  condi- 
tion that  their  affairs  were  conducted  with 
"  due  care  and  management."  He  would 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  Report  of  last  year's  Committee,  which, 
he  submitted,  amply  bore  out  the  charges 
ho  had  made  against  the  company.  It 
was  as  follows — 

"  The  Committee  have  very  fully  conaiitareA. 
all  the  evidence  submitted  to  W\*m*  «a&,  *&toc 
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giving  ilue  weight  to  the  reasons  offered  by  , 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  in  explana-  i 
tion  of  the  higher  price  charged  for  their  ga»,  | 
they  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  attain*  of  the  > 
•company  have  not  been  well  managed.  a  The 
intention  of  the  sliding  scale  was  to  give  to 
the  consumers  a  »|>ecial  interest  in  economical 
-administration,  while  the  control  was  left  ex- 
clusively in  the  hands  of  the  company.  Hence 
there  was  an  implied  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  company  that  their  affairs  should  be 
administered  (to  quote  the  language  of  Mr. 
Card  well's  Committee)  'with  due  care  and 
management. '  Your  Committee  liave  arrived 
at  ttie  conclusion  that  this  has  not  been  done. 
Hence,  the  intention  of  the  Parliamentary 
bargain,  which  was  in  effect  made,  has  not 
been  realised  by  the  company,  and  thus  the 
benefit  to  the  consumers  which  was  contem- 
plated when  the  standard  price  was  fixed 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  has  not  been 
obtained.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Field's  explana- 
tions on  the  subject  of  over-capitalisation, 
your  Committee  would  )K>int  out  that  oven 
-accepting  integrally  the  sums  of  £1,500,000 
and  £400,000  expended  respectively  on  the 
Beckton  Works,  and  on  extra  storage  in  case 
-of  emergency,  they  only  amount  to  a  total  of 
£1,900,000.  On  the  other  hand,  the  difference 
in  the  capital  cost  of  3s.  8d.  i>er  1,000  feet,  as 
shown  above,  between  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  and  South  Metropolitan  Comp  oiy, 
amounts,  on  the  21,000  millions  of  gas  sold  by 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  in  1898,  to 
£3,850,000." 

He  submitted  that  the  findings  of  this 
Committee  amply  justified  the  charge 
which  had  been  brought  against  the 
management  of  the  company.  Now  he 
<jame  to  another  topic,  it  was  stated  in 
the  memorandum  which  had  been  issued 
by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  that  one 
reason  for  desiring  to  increase  the  capital 
was  to  enable  the  company  to  meet  de- 
mands, coming  mainly  from  the  working 
•classes,  to  have  gas  supplied  to  them  by 
means  of  the  automatic  meter,  or,  as  it 
was  more  commonly  known,  "  the  penny- 
in-the-slot "  system.  But  how  was  the 
company  treating  a  very  large  portion  of 
its  gas  consumers?  The  company  was 
under  a  statutory  obligation  not  to  charge 
to  its  customers  south  of  the  Thames 
more  than  was  charged  by  the  South 
Metropolitan  Gas  Company.  Its  charge 
was,  therefore,  limited  by  law  to  2s.  2d. 
or  28.  3d.  per  thousand  feet.  But  the 
company,  finding  its  charges  thus  cut 
down,  sought  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
by  imposing  an  excessive  price  for  the 
fittings  which  they  themselves  supplied, 
and  consequently  the  working-class  con- 
sumers were  charged  for  these  fittings  at 
the  rate  of  Is.  2£d.  per  thousand  feet,  the 
fittings  being  precisely  the  same  as  those 
for  which  the  company  charged  its  cus- 
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tomers  north  of  the  Thames  only  9£d. 
The  Committee  to  which  ho  had  referred 
drew  attention  in  strong  terms  to  various 
malpractices  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
and  it  recommended  that,  whenever  any 
metropolitan  gas  company  came  to  the 
House  to  increase  its  powers  for  raising 
capital,  Parliament  should  impose  a  re- 
duction of  the  statutory  price  and  insist 
on    a    revision    of     the     sliding     scale. 
Good    sound     reasons    were     put    for- 
ward    for     the    adoption     of      such   a 
course.     The  Committee  pointed  out,  in 
the  first  place,  that  since  the  statutory 
prices  were  fixed  the  cost  of  producing 
gas  had  been  largely   reduced,   while,  in 
the  second  place,   it  was  now  possible 
to  obtain  capital  at  a  much  lower  rate  of 
interest  than  formerly.     Then  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  if  any  gas  com- 
pany were  granted  powers  to  raise  fresh 
capital  it  should  be  limited  to  a  period  of 
five  years.     Yet  the  company  were  show- 
ing great  disrespect  for  the  Committee 
by  seeking  to  get  the  power  for  a  period 
of  nearly   twenty  years  instead  of  five 
years,    i  his  was  no  doubt  a  very  unusual 
proposal,  and  when  Mr.  Field,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  company,  was  last  year 
asked  if  they  had  ever  made  such  a  pro- 
posal before,  the  reply  was,  "  I  do  not 
think  so."     It  was  clear,  therefore,  that 
the  company   had  adopted  an   entirely 
unusual  practice  in  substituting  twenty 
years  for  ten  years,  which  had  been  the 
usual  term  in  the  past.     The  reason  was 
obvious.     During  the  last  ten  years  there 
had  positively   been  a  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  gas  sold  by  the  company,  with 
the    exception     of     the    business  done 
through  the  automatic  meters,  and  it  wa* 
upon  that  that  the  company  had  baaed 
their  estimate  of  future  financial  require- 
ments.      Was     it    necessary,    he   ven- 
tured     to     ask,     to     give     the    com- 
pany   powers    to    raise    fresh    capital .' 
His     answer     was     in     the    negative, 
because  there  was  another  source  frmj 
which  the  money  could  be  obtained  and 
at  the  same  time  a  great  advantage  he 
conferred  on  the  company.     The  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  the  Sooth 
Metropolitan  Gas  Company    should  hj 
empowered  to  purchase  tue  property  °* 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  on  th§ 
south  side  of  the  river  and  to  serve  thflfr 
customers  in  that  area  with  gas.    No* 
that  would  be  an  advantage  not  only  t° 
the  public  but  to  the  company,  becaitf*  1 
after  all  its  right  to  supply  gas  south  0* 
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the  Thames  was  what  he  might  call  a  |  slightest  notice  of  these  recommendations. 
(lamnosa  hereditas.  It  was  compelled,  as  a  .  The  Committee  recommended  that  the 
matter  of  fact,  to  sell  its  gas  south  of  the  j  standard  price  should  be  reduced  6d.  per 
Thames  at  less  than  cost  price,  and  it  |  thousand  feet.  That  was  not  noticed  in 
had  been  established  by  evidence  that  j  the  Bill.  The  Committee  recommended 
while  the  'cost  price  was  2s.  4  Jd.  per  one  that  the  company  should  sell  their 
thousand  feet,  the  legal  charge  to  the  con-  southern  area,  and  that  area  was  not 
sumers  was  only  2s.  2d.,  and  the  total  loss  sold.  The  Committee  recommended  that 
to  the  company  represented  something  ;  slot  meters  should  be  regulated  by  the- 
like  ,£10,000  per  annum.  It  was  because  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  prices  corrected. 
of  that  the  Committee  recommended  that  Nothing  whatever  had  been  done  in  that 
power  should  l>e  given  to  sell  the  com- .  direction.  Now  there  were  120,000  of 
pany's  property  south  of.  the  Thames  to  ,  those  slot  meters  in  the  area  served  by 
the  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Company,  i  this  company,  and  the  company  had 
At  the  present  time  there  was  a  Bill  be-  absolutely  disregarded  the  recommenda- 
fore  the  House  promoted  by  the  last-  ,  tions  of  the  Select  Committee  thereanent. 
named  company  with  the  object  of  pur-  The  general  law  stated  that  the  precise 
chasing  such  property  and  rights  of  ,  capital  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  should 
supply,  and  if  it  were  carried  the  Gas  !  be  stated  in  the  Bill,  but  that  was  not 
Light  and  Coke  Company  would  receive  j  done.  In  fact,  this  was  almost  the  same 
a  very  large  capital  sum  as  the  result  of  Bill  which  was  rejected  last  year.  His 
the  sale,  and  it  would  in  consequence  l>e  most  serious  point  was  that  owing  to 
placed  in  possession  of  sufficient  funds  for  ;  over-capitalisation  and  mismanagement 
the  present,  and  would  not  require  any  this  company  was  a  burden  on  the  whole 
accession  of  capital.  Under  these  circum-  population  of  London  north  of  the 
.stances  he  thought  it  was  very  desirable  '  Thames.  The  price  of  gas  charged  south 
that  the  House  should  reject  this  Bill,  and  ,  of  the  river  was  2s.  Id.  per  1,000  feet, 
he  begged  to  move  that  it  be  read  a  whereas  the  Gas  and  Coke  Company 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  charged  2s.  1  Id. ;  and  although  they  did 

not    charge    for    meters   the   excess    of 
Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  said  he  ;  the    charge    for     slot    meters     counter- 
blow it  was  a  difficult  thing  to  persuade  s  balanced   that.      There  wore  two  and  a 
the  House  to  reject  a  private  Bill  on  the  ]  quarter     millions     of     people     in     the 
Second     Reading.      But    they    had    an  j  company's    area,    and    that     excess     of 
example  the  previous  day  of  the  fact  that  I  lOd.    per    1,000    feet    meant   an   extra 
the  House  sometimes  did  so,  and  if  the  '  burden  on  the  people   of  .£800,000   per 
House  was  not  prepared  to  exercise  its  \  annum.      He    would   put   it  in  another 
functions  in  matters  of  this  kind  it  would    way.     In  a  business  with  which  he  was 
he  better  to    atolish    Second   Readings  !  connected  they  paid  £639  last  year  for 
altogether,  and  not  go  through  the  farce.  (  gas  supplied  by  the  Gas  and  Coke  Com- 
K  ever  there  was  a  Bill  which  ought  to    pany,  whereas  if  they  had  been  supplied 
be  rejected,  the  Bill  now  before  the  House    by  the  other  company  it  would  have  only 
came  under  that  category.     He  wished  to    reached   £444 — that  was,   there  was  an 
give  the  House  two  or  three  points  why  ,  extra  tax  of  £195  which  they  were  com- 
be thought  this  strong  course  should  be    pelled  to  pay  the  former  company.     It 
•jtopted.     His   first  point   was  that  this  i  might  l>e  said  that  business  men  could 
^as  Light  and  Coke  Company  continually  \  take  care  of  themselves,  but  this  monopoly 
flouted    Parliament,   and    paid    not    the  j  pressed  on  the  poor  people  of   London, 
•lightest  attention    to  any  recommenda- ;  who   were  the   great   consumers  of  gas. 
tions  made  either  by  the  general   law  or  ■  There  were  120,000   consumers   by  the 
by  Select  Committees  appointed  to  con- !  slot,  and  they  had  to  pay  £2   15s.  per 
*der  the   matter   of   gas.      The    House  I  slot  or  19s.  or  £1  per  year   more  than 
ought  to   consider  this    subject  a    little  i  they  would  have  to  pay  if  served  by  the 
more  seriously  than  it  had  done.     Only  '  company  on  the  other  side  of  the  Thames, 
last  year  a  Select  Committee  on  London  j  That  was  a  very  serious  monopoly.     All 
Gag  Supply  sat  for  twenty-one  days  and  ,  legislation  in  regard  to  gas  had  been  in 
made   five   recommendations.      It  was  a    the  direction  of  reducing  the  price.     Gas. 
great  presumption  that  the  greatest  gas    was,    after    all,    light,    and    light     was 
company  in  London  should   come  there  !  a  necessity  of  life.     And  why  should  the 
with  a  Bill  in  which  they  took  not  the    House  give  a  monopoly  to  a  com\way;   *& 


1191 


f/rts  Light  tmd  Coke 


{COMMONS} 


Company  Bill. 


1192 


a  necessity  of  life  1  It  would  not  give  a 
monopoly  of  soap,  or  candles,  or  tea,  or 
sugar,  and  why  of  gas  1  Again,  the  company 
wanted  by  the  Bill  two  and  a  half  millions 
of  new  capital,  but  that  would  serve  them 
for  fourteen  or  sixteen  years.  Why  on 
earth  should  Parliament  give  them  power 
to  raise  capital  for  the  next  sixteen  years, 
when  the  company  had  at  present 
,£450,000  of  imissued  capital,  and 
£600,000  at  the  credit  of  their  capital 
account  1  Again,  they  could  raise 
capital  by  selling  their  southern  area  to 
the  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Company, 
which  was  willing  to  buy  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  only  difference  between 
the  two  companies  was  in  regard  to  the 
price,  and  on  a  fair  basis  the  South  Metro- 
politan Gas  Company  offered  the  Gas 
Light  and  Coke  Company  a  million  for  it 
On  all  these  grounds,  he  contended  that 
the  House  should  not  hesitate  to  reject 
the  Bill,  and  he  had  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  wonl  '  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  a<l<l  the  words  *  upon 
this  day  nix  months.'  ''— (J/r.  Pickcrsgill.) 

Question   proposed,    u  That  the  word 
now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.) 
said  that  if  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
West  Bethnal  Green  had  his  way  he  would 
not  allow  Londoners  to  have  either  gas 
light,  electric  light,  or  water  ;  because  he 
came  down  there  consistently,  session 
after  session — he  supposed  at  the  in- 
stigation of  his  friends  the  London 
County  Council 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  Not  in  the 
slightest  degree  ;  at  the  instigation  of  my 
constituents. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  said  he  had  a  recol- 
lection, at  all  events,  of  the  hon.  Member 
posing  on  former  occasions  on  behalf  of 
the  London  County  Council,  and  it 
might  be  assumed  that  he  was 
acting  for  them  on  that  occasion. 
He  was  not  going  to  follow  the  hon. 
Member  into  any  of  the  details  he  had 
placed  before  the  House — details  which 
were  expressly  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  upstairs.  It  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  the  House  to  say 
whether  the  price  charged  for  gas  by  the 
Mr.  Lough. 


Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  was  too  high 
or  not.   They  knew  that  it  was  higher  than 
the  price  charged  by  the  South  Metropoli- 
tan Company,  but  there  might  be  plenty 
of  reasons  for  that.     He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member   for  West   Islington   when 
he  said   that  the  House  would  have  to 
take  into  serious  consideration  whether  it 
was  desirable  to  have  Second  Readings  of 
Private  Bills  at  all,  but  not  for  the  reason 
he   gave,    but   because   the  time  of  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  taken  up  with  those 
details,   which   were  for  the   Committee 
upstairs.     The  Member  for  South  West 
Bethnal  Green  said  that  the  Bill  entirely 
disregarded  all  the   recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  last  session,  but 
ho  was  told  that  these  recommendations 
could  not  be  incorporated  into  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington  had 
said  that  the  Gas  Company  had  no  right  to 
ask   for  powers  to  raise  further  capital, 
when  that  which  they  already  had  was 
sufficient  to  last  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  it    was    idle  to  suppose  that  they 
would  have  gone   to  all  the  expense  of 
promoting   this   Bill  if  it  had  not  been 
necessary.     The  hon.  Gentleman  had  also 
charged  the  company  with  fraud  against 
the  poorer  classes  by  the  use  of  the  penny- 
inthe-slot  meters.      That  charge   ought 
not  to  )>e  made,    having   regard  to  the 
fact  that   that   way  of  supplying  gas  to 
poor  people  had  created  a  vast  amount  of     ] 
satisfaction    among   them.      He  had  no 
interest  in  the  company  either  as  a  share- 
holder or  otherwise,  but  he  thought  the 
usual  course  taken  in  the  House  in  rega^ 
to  industrial    companies   should  not   be 
departed  from.      He   hoped  the    House 
would  not  support  the  rejection  of  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.    BANBURY   (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)    disclaimed     having    any    interest 
in  the  company,  either  personally  or  ** 
representing    his    constituency.     Never- 
theless,    he      hoped     that    the     Hoit*6    ! 
would  pause  before  it  rejected  all  the^* 
private  Bills  on  Second  Reading,  unle^J 
they    contravened,    and    he    understo*** 
they  did  not,  some  well-recognised  prj*1* 
ciple  on  which  the  House  proceeded.     J* 
was   true  that  a  private   Bill   had  hv^ 
rejected   on  Second  Reading  on  the  p*-"^* 
vious   evening,    but   that   Bill    had  al^^° 
been  rejected  by  the  Committee  upstair*^] 
which  was  not  the  case  with  the  preser*^ 
Bill.     The  company  was  prepared  to  sea**** 
its  works  to  the  South  Metropolitan  Ga*^" 
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►mpany,   and  had  made  an  offer  which  ( 
d  not  been  accepted.     They  were  also  I 
lling  to  go  to  arbitration.     He  hoped 
e  Bill  would  not  be  rejected. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
unlets,  Poplar)  agreed  that  the 
ouse  ought  not  to  throw  out  a ' 
11  on  Second  Reading  on  matters 
detail,  but  a  Committee  of  the  House 
ight  to  have  a  full  opportunity  of  con- 
lering  such  details.  In  the  present 
se,  however,  it  was  not  a  matter  of 
tail.  The  promoters  of  the  Bill  had 
liberately  ignored  the  five  recoramenda- 
ms  made  by  the  Committee  which  sat 
st  year;  and  great  dissatisfaction  had 
en  expressed  by  that  Committee  in  their 
sport.  It  was  a  very  strong  measure  for 
private  company  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
e  House  and  not  incorporate  a  single 
commendation  of  the  Committee.  Under 
le  circumstances,  if  Committees  were  to 
3  of  any  value  at  all,  the  Second  Read- 
tg  of  the  Bill  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Sir  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Camber- 
ell,  Peckham),  as  a  large  consumer, 
ipported  the  Bill.  He  thought  the  House 
ould  do  well  to  pass  it,  having  regard 
►  the  fact  that  more  gas  was  required, 
id  unless  their  capital  was  increased  the 
mpany  would  not  be  able  to  supply 
eaper  gas  or  a  larger  quantity.  The 
crease  of  the  penny-in-the-slot  meters 
<5essitated  considerably  more  capital  to 
t  them  up.  He  disagreed  with  the 
evrs  of  the  opponents  to  the  Bill,  and 
ought  if  the  company  was  bought  up 
\  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Company  the 
ices,  so  far  as  the  consumers  in  the 
>rth  were  concerned,  would  be  in- 
"eased. 

.Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  hoped  the 
fill  would  be  read  a  second  time  by  a 
wge  majority.  He  advocated  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Bill  entirely  in  the  interest  of 
he  consumers.  With  hon.  Members 
opposite  he  shared  regret  at  the  disregard 
ty  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  of 
he  recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee. In  his  opinion  the  Gas  Light 
*id  Coke  Company  had  treated  the  House 
i  Commons  with  an  absence  of  respect 
l  introducing  a  Bill  which  had  entirely 
Jnored  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
littee.  But  he  was  not  so  anxious  to 
unish  the  company  as  he  was  to  mitigate 
le  sufferings  of  gas  consumers  in  the 
Drth  of  London.     Whether  the  company 


was  asking  for  too  much  capital  or  not 
was  a  question  of  detail  which  could  not 
bo  adjudicated  upon  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  should  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  sitting  upstairs. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  expressed  a  strong  and  sincere 
hope  that  the  House  would  reject  the 
Bill.  As  he  understood  them,  the  facts 
were  simply  these :  There  were  two 
large  gas  companies  in  this  great  city, 
one  of  which  practically  dealt  with  the 
north  of  London,  and  the  other  with  the 
south.  The  company  in  the  north 
charged  2s.  lid.  for  that  which  in  the 
south  cost  only  2s.  Id.  Some  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  it  could  be 
clearly  proved  that  it  was  just  to  charge 
2s.  lid.  in  the  north  for  what  2s.  Id.  was 
charged  in  the  south,  but  no  endeavour 
had  been  made  to  prove  that.  It  was 
impossible  to  prove  it.  The  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords  which  had  rejected 
this  Bill  recommended  that  when  the 
company  came  before  the  House  of 
Commons  to  raise  new  capital  this 
question  of  the  difference  of  price  should 
be  raised,  and  an  attempt  made  to  com- 
pel it  to  reduce  its  prices  to  those  of  the 
South  London  company.  That  recom- 
mendation had  been  absolutely  ignored. 
He  failed  to  see  how  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Islington,  who  supported  a  Bill  in 
favour  of  allowing  the  company  to  con- 
tinue its  excessive  rate,  could  reconcile  his 
action  with  his  regard  for  the  interests  of 
his  constituents.  The  great  argument  in 
favour  of  giving  the  company  additional 
capital  was  the  enormous  facilities  it  gave 
to  the  poor  by  the  penny-in-the-slot 
system.  He  understood,  however,  that 
those  facilities  were  given  by  the  company 
in  the  south  as  well  as  the  company  in  the 
north  of  London,  with  this  difference :  that 
the  company  in  the  south  charged  9d.  per 
thousand  feet  of  gas,  while  the  company 
in  the  north  charged  Is.  2£d.  Therefore 
this  enormous  boon  to  the  working  classes 
was  afforded  at  the  expense  of  a  difference 
of  5 id.  between  one  part  of  London  and 
another,  with  no  division  between  them 
except  the  river  Thames  and  no  dis- 
tinction of  circumstances.  Whether  the 
company  required  more  capital  or  not,  it 
was  not  justified  in  coming  to  that  House 
unless  it  agreed  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  House  of  Lords  Committee — namely, 
to  bring  its  terms  to  an  equality  with 
those  of  the  South  London  Gom\te.wj .  "fts* 
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Question  put. 


appealed  to  the  House  to  take  up  a  firm  , 

attitude  on   this   question,   and  to  safe-  . 

guard  one  of  the  highest  interests  of  the  i      The     House    divided  :— Ayes,  }ltom, 

poor  by   seeing  that  light  was  given  to  j  Noes,  106.     (Division  List  No.  42.) 

them  on  reasonable  and  fair  terms.  ! 


Aird,  John 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  1U.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Barnes,  Frederic  (iorell 
Barry,Rt.Hn.A.H.S.  (Hunts.) 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
B^mrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bid  i ul ph.  Michael 
Bon8'»r,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Bowles,Capt.  H.F.( Middlesex 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 

Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish. V.C  W.  (I)erbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Jjouis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Charles  E.  H.  Athole 
Cornwallis,  FiennesSt^inley  W. 
( -ripp-*,  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Doringtori,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Win.  Hart 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Southamp  n) 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

Fello  wes,  Hon .  A  il  wy  n  Ed  ward 

FergU8son,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 

Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 

Finch,  George  H. 

Flnlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Giles  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

3fr.  T.  R  O'Connor, 
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Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 

Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
H  elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staffs.) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampste'd) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph* 
H  ozier,  Hon.  JamesHenryCecil 
j  Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 

i  Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  levies 
!  Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
i  Joicny,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 

Kay-Shuttleworth,Rt  HnSirU 
Kenyon,  James 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kiuwles,  Lees 

I>afone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Edw    H. 
I  Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col  A.  R.  . 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona/John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean.  James  Mackenzie 
M'lver,  Sir  L.(  Edinburgh,  W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mellor,  Rt.Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Melville,  Berefrford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  hank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  J. 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  X.) 
More,  Robert  Jaspei  ;Shrop*. ) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  Arth.H.  A.(Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtHn  A  Graham  {Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventiy) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
Xicol,  Donald  Ninian 


Oldroyd,  .Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Penn,  John 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes  Newton 
Pilkington  SirG.  A.(LancsSW 
Piatt- biggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-Col.  Kdwaar* 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Cam  ^"* 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridlev-Rt.Hn.Sir  MatthewW-^  • 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomn        «* 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Russell,  T  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudte.  ^S 

Savory,  Sir  Joseph 

Seely,  Charles  Hilton 

Setdn-Karr,  Henry 

Sharpe,  William  Edward  T.       — 

Shaw.Stewart,  M  H.(Renfr^^*^ 

Sidebottom,William(Derbysi^^k 

Simeon.  Sir  Barrington 

Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 

Smith,  Abel  H.  (Chri8tchurc==*) 

Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark^ — *) 

Spencer,  Ernest 

Stanley  .SirH  enry  M.  (Lamlj 

Stevenson.  Francis  S. 

Stewart.SirMarkJ.M'Tagg*^"*" 

Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John 

Stnitt,  Hn.  Charles  Hedley       _ 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napus— ■ &* 

Talbot,Rt.HnJ.G.(OxfdUn^*v 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.Mui 
Tritton,  Cliarles  Ernest 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SrWilliain 
Want  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Cre« 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E.  . 

Welby,Lt.-Cl.A  C  E  (Taanto-»  ^P> 
Whitelev,H.  (Ashton-under-^k^* 
Williams.  Joseph  PowelHBir^3" 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald  . 

Wilson-Todd,  Win.  H.(  Yorks- 1 

Wodehoiuie,Rt.Hn.E.R.(BaU-^11 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuai 
Wyndlfaiu,  George 
Yer  burgh,  Robert  ArmsU^™^     . 
Young,Coi*maader(Ber>a1'  — 

Tellers  fob  the 
Mr.    lkwlnois      and 
Banbury. 


J. 


el 


SfiiHtliiiff 


m,  Wm.  ((ork,  N.E.)  , 
in,  William  (Rhondda)  ! 
William  (Gateshead)  ' 
m,  Augustus  Henry  E.  : 
,  Robert  Andrew 

M.  (Limerick,  W.)        i 
idpe,  Emerson 
Sir  John 
e«,  Lord 

,  John  Enimott  I 

,  Thomas  (Derbyshire)  - 
iggree.  Sir  M.  M.  , 

Alfred 
Edward 
rlt-  Hon.  James 
Tiomas 

.  Sydney  <  Charles 
11,  James 

>n,SirCharle*(  Glasgow)  ; 
>n,  Robert  (Durham) 
ell-Bannerman.  Sir  H.  ■ 
ng,  Francis  Allston 
igton,  Siiencer 

,  Douglas  Harry 

jy.Rt.Hon.  Leonard  H. 

Daniel 

,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

n,  Captain  A. 

i,  P.  (\ 

8,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

orth,  James 

nbe,  Hon.  Hu1>ert  V. 

Sir  William 

ohn  Edward 
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Engledew,  Charles  John 
Bver»hed,  Sydney 
Farrell,  James  P.*  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,"  Ernest 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Hani) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gnrdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Harcourt,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon. Charles  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
.Jones,  Win.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Langley,  Batty 
I>aurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (CumVland) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Keuna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Marks,  Henry  Hanunel 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
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Norton,  Captain  C.  Wm. 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
<  >'Connor,James(Wicklow,  W. 
i  >'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Richanlson,SirThos.  ( Hartlep'l 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Teos) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edwanl  Albert 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire)- 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(  Forfarsh. 
Stanhope,  lion.  Philip  J. 
Strachey,  Edwanl 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  David  AI  fred(  Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Pickersgill  and  Colon eB 
Dalbiac. 


i  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
read  a  second  time  and  committed. 


.TON,  MOTHERWELL,  &  WISH  AW 
LAMWAYS  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

3i-  for  Second  Reading  read. 

LOUGH  called  the  attention   of 
esident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
proved  form  of  the  clause  dealing 
le  running  of  workmen's  cars,  and 
sed  the  hope  that  the   right  hon.  I 
man  would  give   his  assistance  to 
ieavour  to  put  a  similar  clause  in  j 
ber  tramway  Bills  which  might  be  ] 
iced.  i 

read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

)N  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL.  J 
r  conferring  further  powers  on  the 
i  United  Tramways,  Limited  ;  for 
icting  tramways  and  widening  and 
5  roads  in  the  county  of  Middlesex; 
\t  other  purposes/1  read  the  first 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
ns  for  Private  Bills. 


STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee :  - 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Dublin 
Electric  Lighting  Petition,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Aberdeen 
Corporation  Tramways  Petition,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with :  -That  the  parties  be  permitted  to- 
proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramway  No.  6  are 
struck  out  of  the  Bill :-  -That  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such 
Order  has  been  complied  with." 

3.  "That  in  the  case  of  the  Newry,. 
Ready,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway  Petition, 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  : — That  the  parties  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  on 
condition  that  the  words  in  Clause  21  of 
the  Bill  "  or  the  Urban  Council  may,  if 
they  so  think  fit,  include  the  amount  to 
1>c  raised  bv  such  rate  in  the  sums  to  be. 
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raised  by  means  of  the  Newry  Town  Kate, 
And  such  amount  shall  accordingly  be 
raised  as  part  of  the  Newry  Town  Rate, 
And  in  such  case  any  statutory  or  other 
limit  of  the  Newry  Town  Kate  shajl  not 
apply  in  respect  of  the  amount  so  to  be 
raised  "  shall  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill : — 
That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  Keport 
how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 


PETITIONS. 


GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  (EXEMP- 
TION FROM  RATES). 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Greenwich ;  and  Fulham ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


LOCAL    AUTHORITIES     OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Buntingford  ; 
Ashton  -  in  -  Makerfield  ;  and  Middles- 
brough ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hartshead ; 
Norton  Hill  ;  Old  Mills ;  Scholes  ;  Park 
Lane ;  Golborne ;  Garswood  ;  Broad  Oak  ; 
New  Moss ;  Hednesford  ;  West  Cannock 
(five) ;  East  Cannock  (two) ;  Abram ; 
Towneley  ;  Keedley  ;  Clifton  ;  Rowley  ; 
Habergham  ;  Bee  Hole  :  Hapton  Valley  ; 
Ludlow's  Pit ;  Foxcote  Pit ;  Writhling- 
ton  Pit ;  Braysdown  Pit ;  Skelmersdale  ; 
Leigh  ;  Plank  Lane ;  Bowers  ;  Glass- 
houghton ;  Ackton  Hall ;  Kippax ; 
Featherstone  ;  Snydale  ;  Nostell ;  Oak- 
well;  Victoria  Kumworth;  Pentrich; 
Carlin  How  ;  Lingdale ;  Morton  ;  Staug- 
how  ;  Upleatham  ;  Bedworth  ;  Hucknall 
Torkard ;  Dudley  ;  Rishton  ;  Quarry 
Bank  ;  Haunchwood  ;  Grassmoor  (two) ; 
Home  Rule  Lodge ;  Clay  Cross  (four)  ; 
The  Avenue ;  Langwith  ;  Harawick  ; 
Shirebrook  ;  Sheepbridge  ;  Old  Hill ; 
Ravenhead ;  Rowley  Regis ;  Eccleston 
Hall ;  Bold ;  Chaloner  ;  Berry  Hill ; 
Fenton  (two) ;  Halmer  End  ;  Mow  Cop  ; 
Buttlane  Talke  ;  Norton  Green ;  Treeton  ; 
Greasborough  ;  Bredbury ;  Kilburn  ; 
Ripley;  Spa  Wood  ;  Brotton;  Skelton 
Park ;  Swanwick ;  Bumble  Hole ;  and 
Atherstone  Collieries :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


RATING  OF  WOODLANDS. 

Petition  from  Whitchurch,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  East  Notting- 
ham :  Sawbridgeworth  ;  Tattingstone  ; 
Old  Basford  ;  Nottingham  ;  and  Halliug- 
bury ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Northwich; 
Yeovil ;  Prescot ;  and  Colne  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table'. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR. 
Petition  from  Be*  minster,  for  declara- 
tion of  the  terms  of  settlement  acceptabk« 
to  Great  Britain  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Blaenavon,  in  favour; 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BIL1 — 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Buckie ; 
Stirling ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  ACT.^~ 

1888. 

Paper  [presented  26th  February]  to  W 
printed.     [No.  76.] 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  (CODE 
1900). 

Copy    presented,  of  Code  of    Regut 
tions  for  Day  Schools,  with  Schedules  a«* 
Appendices,   by  the  Lords  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Educatic^ 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 
Copy  presented,  of  Revised  Instruction 
issued  to  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  ar^ 
applicable  to  the  Code  of  1900  [by  Con= 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (MEMORANDUM  ON  ESTI- 
MATES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  ** 
the  Secretary  of  State  relating  to  tk^ 
Army  Estimates  of  1900-1901  [by  Co*= 


ny  1 
nd]; 


mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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IRISH  LAND   COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  for  the 
month  of  July,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PHARMACY  ACTS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  21st  February,  1900,  approving  of 
a  regulation  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  [W  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table.  * 

i 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884.  ] 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  ' 
dated  21st  February,  1900,  declaring  that 
William  Andrews,  formerly  hall    porter ! 
under    the   Lunacy   Commissioners,    was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certifi-  j 
cate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act]  ;  to  j 
lie  upon  the  Table.  j 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC 
ACTS,  1854  TO  1894. 

Copy  presented,  of  Eleventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Com- 
mission, with  Appendix  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 
-Address  for  "Return  showing  (1)  the 
names    of    contractors   who    have    been 
struck  off  the  Government  list  for  miscon- 
duct in  connection  with  the  sending  of 
stores  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  Field 
Force  in  South  Africa ;  (2)  the  names  of 
we  officers  no  longer  employed  by  the 
government  who  passed  defective  stores 
*°r  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  Field  Force 
*n  South  Africa."— (Mr.  Howell.) 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
^*k  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the   War 
^ffice  whether  he  will  incorporate  in  the 
^eturu  particulars  showing  (1)  the  names 
°f  individuals  and  firms  who  have  fur- 
bished defective  stores  for  the  use  of  Her 
Majesty's  forces   in   South   Africa;     (2) 
^hat  were  the  defective  stores  in  ques- 
*r*on;    (3)    in    what    respect  they  were 
*Ound  to  be  defective  ;  and  (4)  the  names 
°*  the  officers  who  passed  the  defective 
^tares. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  TO 
^hk  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
^Viluams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  Return 
applied  for  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Den- 


bigh has  already  been  passed  by  the 
House  unopposed.  On  behalf  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  1  consented  to  the 
Return  in  that  form.  It  will  include  all 
the  information  that  we  could  include  if 
it  had  been  made  in  the  form  my  hon. 
friend  desires. 

Mil.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Isle 
of  Thanet) :  May  I  ask  whether,  when 
the  Return  is  given,  it  will  include  the 
names  of  any  officers  or  officer  whether 
employed  or  not  ?  As  it  stands  on  the 
Paper  it  will  only  give  the  names  of 
officers  who  have  ceased  to  be  employed. 
I  want  the  names  of  all,  employed  or  not. 
I  also  want  the  Christian  names  and  sur- 
names of  the  contractors  and  the  names 
of  the  directors  in  the  case  of  companies, 
and  the  names  of  every  member  of  a  firm, 
so  as  not  to  allow  any  persons  to  escape 
under  the  form  of  a  company. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  :  The 
demand  of  my  right  hon.  friend  is  rather 
extensive.  If  the  Return  took  the  form 
in  which  he  has  applied  for  it,  it  would 
not  contain  any  more  information  than  it 
will  contain  in  the  form  in  which  it  is 
granted.  And  for  this  reason.  No  limited 
company  is  concerned  at  all.  There  are 
only  two  contractors,  one  named  Rennell 
and  one  named  Brown,  and  they  are 
private  individuals.  I  do  not  think  any- 
thing would  be  gained  by  giving  the 
Return  in  the  form  asked  for  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  Will  the 
Christian  name  of  Brown  be  given  ? 

Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  Oh, 
certainly. 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR-NEWS   FROM 
THE      FRONT  -  SURRENDER      OF 
!         GENERAL       URONJE       AND       HIS 
|  FORCE    AT    PAARDEBERO. 

!  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  has  any  news 
to  give  to  the  House  from  the  seat  of 
war  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  believe  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  has  a  telegram  to  read 
to  the  House. 
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The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  We  have  received  the  following 
telegram  from  Lord  Roberts — 

*•  From  information  furnished  daily  to  me  by 
my  Intelligence  Department  ic  became  appar- 
ent that  Cronje' s  force  was  becoming  more 
depressed  and  that  discontent  among  the 
troop*?  and  discord  among  the  leaders  were 
rapidly  increasing. 

fc4  This  feeling  doubtless  was  accentuated  by 
the  disappointment  canned  when  the  Boer  rein- 
forcements which  tried  to  relieve  Cronje  were 
defeated  by  our  troops  en  the  23rd  inst. 

"  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  bring  pressure  to 
liear  on  the  enemy.  Each  night  trenches  were 
pushed  forward  towards  the  enemy's  laager  so 
as  to  gradually  contract  his  jiosition,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  bombarded  it  heavily  with 
artillery,  which  was  yesterday  materially 
aided  by  the  arrival  of  four  6m.  howitzers 
which  I  had  ordered  up  from  l)e  Aar. 

*•  In  carrying  out  these  measures  the  captive 
balloon  gave  great  assistance  by  keeping  us 
informed  of  the  dispositions  and  movements  of 
the  enemy. 

"  At  3  a.m.  to-day  a  most  dashing  advance 
made  by  the  Canadian  Regiment  and  some 
Engineers,  supported  by  the  1st  Gordon  High- 
landers and  2ml  Shronshires,  resulted  in  our 
gaining  a  point  some  (MX)  yards  nearer  the 
enemy  ami  within  alxmt  80  yards  of  his 
trenches,  where  our  men  entrenched  themselves 
and  maintained  their  }>ositions  till  morning — 
a  gallant  deed  worthy  of  our  colonial  comrades, 
and  which  I  am  ^lad  to  say  was  attended  with 
comparatively  slight  loss.  * 

"This  apparently  clinched  matters,  for  at 
daylight  to-day  a  letter  signed  by  Cronje,  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  surrendered  uncondi- 
tionally, was  brought  to  our  outposts  under  a 
flag  of  truce. 

,fc  In  my  reply  1  told  Cronje  that  he  must 
present  himself  at  my  camn  and  that  his  force 
must  come  out  of  their  laager  after  laying 
down  their  arms. 

"By  7  a.m.  I  received  General  Cronje  and 
despatched  a  telegram  to  you  announcing  the 
fact.  In  the  course  of  conversation  he  asked 
for  kind  treatment  at  our  hands,  and  also  that 
his  wife,  grandson,  private  secretary,  adjutant, 
and  servants  might  accompany  him  wherever 
he  mi^lit  be  sent.  I  reassured  him  and  told 
him  his  request  would  be  complied  with. 

"  I  informed  him  that  a  General  Officer 
would  he  sent  with  him  to  ("ape  Town  to  ensure 
his  being  treated  with  proper  resnect  en  i-outr. 
He  will  start  this  afternoon  under  the  charge 
of  Major-General  Pretyman,  who  will  hand 
him  over  to  the  General  Commanding  at  Cape 
To*n. 

"  The  prisoners,  who  number  about  3,000» 
will  be  formed  into  commandoes  under  their 
own  officers.  They  also  will  leave  here  to-day, 
reaching  Modeler  River  to-morrow,  when  they 
will  be  railed  to  Cape  Town  in  detachments.'* 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Is  there  anv  account  of  the  guns  which 


General  Cronje  is  said  to  have  had  in  his 
possession  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No,  Sir,  there  i* 
no  information  l>eyond  what  I  have  read. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  May  I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  these  3,000  Boers  were  captured 
by  40,000  British  ) 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Ten  to 
one — a  glorious  victory  indeed  ! 


I    CONTRABAND  OF  WAR-RIGHT  OF 
I  SEARCH— THE  "SABINE." 

J      Mr.   PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
.  ask   the    First  Lord    of    the    Treasury 
:  whether  the  Government  have  admitted 
1  to   the   American   Government  that  t,\& 
:  United   States    ship  "Sabine"   was  ir»- 
!  properly    seized,  and  whether   any  sltt& 
|  what  compensation  is  to  be  paid  to  t>^ 
■  United  States  Government ;  and  whetlm^r 
;  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  ships   belonging     to 
;  Germany   or   other  Powers  were  sei^^d 
I  improperly  by  the  British  Government   in 
I  connection  with  the  South  African  «r* 
and    what    compensation,   if    any,    i^*8 
claimed  and  will  be  paid  by  the  Briti^ 
Government. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  "Sabiim^" 
!  is  not  an  American,  but  an  English  ship- 
!  Papers    with   regard    to  the  seizure      <** 
'  certain  German  ships  will  be  laid  bete*110 
I  the  House. 


NATIONAL    RESERVE 
BREADSTUFFS. 


OF 


Mr.  SETON-KARR  (Lancashire,  £**- 
Helens) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  o* 
the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  tt*e 
present  crisis  in  South  Africa  and  possitJe 
consequences  that  may  arise  thercfro**1* 
and  also  in  view  of  the  limited  amount  o' 
breadstuff's  (wheat  and  flour)  in  tt»e 
United  Kingdom,  Her  Majesty's  Gover*1" 
ment  will  now  consider  the  advisability 
of  providing  a  minimum  standing  reaer^ 
of  at  least  three  months  supply  of  brea**' 
stuffs  (wheat  and  flour)  in  this  country  &* 
a  part  of  our  national  system  of  defenc^- 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  my  !**» 
friend  is  aware,  the  subject  of  his  qpt^? 
tion  has  been  discussed  in  this  House      ^ 
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ind  in  the  form  of  question  and 
it  has  been  dealt  with  on  other 
s.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  add 
£  to  what  has  before  been  said 
Is  bench  on  the  subject,  nor  do  I 
lat  the  present  war  throws  any 
le  way  or  the  other,  upon  the 
ice  of  the  subject. 

THE  EIGHTH  DIVISION. 

>UNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  whether  it  is  still  the 
i  of  the  Government  to  despatch 
ith  Division  to  South  Africa  ;  and, 
w  soon  it  will  be  sent. 

>VYN£>HAM :  Yes,  Sir.  It  will 
soon  as  the  transports  are  ready. 

I  AND  CHILDREN  IN  BESIEGED 
TOWNS. 

>.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthvr  Tydvil) : 
lalf    of    the     hon.    Member    for 
thshire,  1  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
y  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
Commanding  in  Chief  in  South  j 
has  asked  the  Presidents  of  the  | 
Virican  Republic  and  the  Orange  I 
ate  to  allow  women  and  children  ' 
)  besieged  towns ;  if  not,  whether 
suggest    that    such    request   be 

WYNDHAM:  In  the  case  of 
ith  Sir  George  White  made  the 
last  November,  but  General 
would  only  permit  them  to  go  to 
1  camp  four  miles  out.  In  the 
Vlaf  eking  no  doubt  Colonel  Baden- 
has  made  the  best  arrangements 
he  enemy  would  admit. 

;EL8  FOR  TROOPS  AT  THE 
FRONT. 

BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  )>eg 
rhe  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
lether  he  is  aware  that  parcels  not 
post  but  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  War  Office 
to  soldiers  in  South  Africa,  and 
led  on  25th  November,  had  not 
on  29th  January,  after  a  delay  of 
nine  weeks ;  and  whether  he  has 
anged  that  parcels  sent  to  the 
;  shall  be  delivered  so  that  the 
nd  file  shall  not  any  longer  be 
d  of  those  comforts  which  are  too 
*>  g°  Dy  post,  and  which  people  in 


this  country  are  so  anxious    to  supply 
them  with. 

Mr.      WYNDHAM  :     The     military 
authorities    are    doing    all    they  can  to 
secure  the  safe  arrival  of   these  parcels. 
j  But  considering  the   masses  of   parcels 
which    have    been   received,    many   im- 
!  properly  packed,  many  misdirected,  and 
I  not  a  few  without  any  address  at  all,  it 
!  is  not  surprising  that  a  proportion  have 
j  miscarried.     Something  would  be  gained 
,  if  senders  would  always  send  their  con- 
signments in  wooden  cases. 


KING'S  COUNTY  MILITIA. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  King's  County  Militia,  now 
mustered  at  Birr,  have  been  ordered  to 
leave  Ireland  on  Friday  next ;  and,  if  so, 
what  is  their  destination ;  whether  the 
men  have  been  asked  to  volunteer  for 
service  at  the  front ;  if  so,  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  them  individually  or  en  mas$<\ 
and  what  time  was  allowed  to  them  to 
consider  their  replies;  whether  he  can 
say  what  is  the  full  strength  of  this  corps  ; 
and  how  many,  if  any,  of  them  have 
volunteered  for  the  front. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  battalion  is 
not  at  Birr,  but  at  Woolwich,  and  is  going 
to  South  Africa.  Their  volunteering  for 
that  service  was  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  procedure  which  has  been  explained 
more  than  once  to  the  House.  The  full 
strength  of  the  corps  is  520  all  ranks,  and 
of  these  518  volunteered. 


MILITARY  EQUIPMENT— HELMETS. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  4th  Middlesex  were  sent  to 
the  front  on  Monday  last  in  black  helmets, 
and  whether  the  War  Office  propose  to 
provide  them  with  khaki,  or  will  they 
accept  khaki  helmets  from  private 
sources:  and  whether  any  troops  have 
hitherto  been  sent  out  with  black  hoad- 
!  gear. 

|  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  battalion  cm- 
j  }>arked  with  black  helmets,  which  were 
j  provided  with  khaki  covers.  Other  bat- 
talions have  been  treated  in  the  same 
way.  This  is  due  to  the  inability  of  the 
trade  to  keep  pace  with  the  large  de- 
mands for  khaki  helmets. 
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REGIMENTAL    TITLES. 
Colonel   WELBY    (Taunton) 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  list 
of  casualties  issued  from  the  War  Office 
on  the  22nd  instant  mention  is  made  of 
the  Kast  Kent  Regiment  and  of  the  York-  , 
shire  Regiment ;  on  the  2.'Jrd  of  the  Royal  ! 
Highlanders  and  of  the  Yorkshire  Light  ; 
Infantry  ;  that   all   these   are   secondary  ■ 
titles,  being  placed   in    brackets  in    the 
Army  List ;  and  whether  he  can  see  his 
way  to  extend  this  practice,  and  use  Royal 
Scots  Greys  in  place  of  2nd  Dragoons  ; 
if  not,  whether  he  will  say  by  what  rule 
the  War  Office  is   guided   in  the  use  of 


posai  in  the  second  paragraph,  the  changes 

I  beg    constantly  in  progress  following  the  dis- 

of  State  for    position  of  the  troops  would   render  it 

quite  impossible  to  keep  such  a  statement 

up  to  date. 

RESERVE  SQUADRONS. 
Major  UASCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  reserve  squadrons,  composed  chiefly 
of  recruits,  are  intended  for  replacii 
casualties  in  the  service  squadrons ;  a 
if  they  are  converted  into  service  squad- 
rons, as  suggested,  how  will  they  increase 
the  total  strength  of  the  cavalry  or  be  in 
a  position  to  supply  recruits  for  the  front. 


3 


these  secondary  titles. 

,r      ^W/,U4*.     m  u  Mr-    WYNDHAM:    Casualties  in  the 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:   To  save   time  the    service  squadrons  are  replaced  from  the 

names  of  the   regiments   m    the  casualty     rescrvc     squadrons,     but     the     reserve 

lists  are  given  as  telegraphed.     The  titles  ,  8(lliadrons  are  unnecessarily  large,  and     in 

and   gallant  Member    inanv  cases  squadrons  for  home  service 


to  which  the   hon. 

refers  are  without  exception  those  which 
appear  on  pages  iv.  to  ix.  of  "The 
Monthly  Armv  List."' 


VOLUNTEER 


MOUNTED 
EXPENSES. 


infantry- 


Mil  YERBUKGH  (Chester) :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  the 
arrangements  the  Government  propose  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  expenses  of 
mounted  infantry  detachments  of  Volun- 
teer corps. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No,  Sir,  I  am  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  make  such  a 
statement. 

CIVIL  SUKCiEONS  ATTACHED  TO  THE 
ARMY. 


Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  a  supple- 
mentary list  can  be  placed  in  the  Armv         .,, 
List  of 'civil  surgeons  employed  with  the  |  art«lery  regiment 
Army  in  South  Africa  ;    and  whether  a  | 
list   of   the   field   hospitals,    bearer  com-  ! 
panies,  and  general  hospitals,  employed  in 
South  Africa,  can  be  placed  in  the  Army 
List  after  the  medical  officers  in  the  Armv 
List,  showing  the  names  of  officers  witn 
each  hospital  or  coni]>any. 


MAINTENANCE  OF  SOLDIERS' 
MOTHERS. 


!l 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  not  the  prac- 
tice   to    insert   the    names    of    civilians 
attached  to  the  Army  in  the  Army  List. 
Jt  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  ! 
do  so,  seeing  the  temporary  character  of  ' 
their  engagement.     In  regard  to  the  pro-  \ 


Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  SAY^-)- 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  ^ 
State  for  War  what  provision  is  inade  l? 
,  the  War  Office  for  the  maiutenaince  of  t^ 
mothers  of  soldiers,  especially  of  recall^ 
Reserve  men,  who,  through  the  neccssifci** 
or  casualties  of  military  service,  may  *r 
deprived  of  their  sous'  support. 


Mk. 

assists 


can  be  formed  from  them  without  unduly 
decreasing  the  power  of  the  remainder*  to 
supply  drafts.  One  squadron  is  C><X> 
strong. 

MILITIA  ARTILLERY  EMBODIMENT. 

Sir  CUTHBERT  QUILTEB  (Suffer ^ 
Sudbury):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
secretary of  State  for  War  whether  i  *z  w 
the  intention  of  the  Government  t0 
embody  any  of  the  Militia  Artillery  ;  *  ir& 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  scarcity  ^ 
officers  in  that  force,  they  are  prepa"*-^ 
to  oftcr  any  inducements  to  gentlemen  ^ 
apply  for  commissions. 

Mil  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir,  Mil£*i» 
artillery  will  be;  embodied.  There  is  ^ 
difficulty  in  filling  vacancies  nmoa^ 
officers  of  embodied  regiments.  M  *^ 
Army  commissions  have  been  gi^<w 
recently  to  Militia  artillery  and  t"^° 
more  have  been  offered  to  each    MiH*'a 


WYNDHAM :   The  War  ()«»<* 
a  soldier  who  is   not  married      tiy 
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Hot  a  portion  of  his  pay  for  the  benefit 
>f  his  mother.  A  soldier  can  also  make 
omittances  of  his  savings  for  the  benefit 
)f  his  parents ;  no  direct  grant  is  made 
rom  public  funds. 


CHANNEL  ISLANDS  MILITIA. 

.  *Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of   State  for  War  what 

.  is  the  present  position  of  the  Militia  of 
Guernsey  and  of  Sark ;  and  whether  the 

I  Jersey  Militia  are  to  remain  organised  as 

I  they  were  before  the  recent  difficulties  in» 
the  other  islands  arose. 


FIRST    BATTALION    KING'S    OWN 
ROYAL  LANCASTER  REGIMENT. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
favcrfordwest)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  j  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Acts  have  been 
secretary  of  State  for  \V  ar  whether  it  is  ;  receiltiv  pa^d  }}y  the  States  of  Guernsey 
he  intention  of  the  military  authorities  and  Jerscy  in  regar(l  t0  fche  Channe] 
o  bring  from  Singapore  to  England  island.s  Militia,  and  are  at  present  being, 
he  1st  Battalion  King's  Own  Royal  I  considered. 
Lancaster    Regiment,    now   stationed   at  I 


Singapore,  and  to  relieve  it  by  a 
ladras  native  infantry  regiment ; ; 
rhether  this  battalion  has  l>een  abroad  , 
jr  some  years ;  whether  it  is  com- ! 
•osed   of  fully-grown  and    well-seasoned  ; 


GRANTS  FOR  RIFLE  RANGES. 
Sir  HARRY  BULLARD  (Norwich) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  grants   of  money 


imI  efficient  men,  well  acquainted  with  !  will  be  made  to  assist  corporations  and 
heir  officers  and  with  each  other,  as  well  ■  local  authorities  to  form  rifle  ranges  to 
h  being  acclimatised  to  great  boat;  meet  the  requirements  of  the  present 
rhether  such  a  battalion  so  acclimatised  !  rifles  now  in  use. 

rould    be   especially    suited   for    active,      Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  whole  question, 
ervice  in  the  field,  and  being  so  near  the  :  of  rifle  ranges  is  now  under  consideration, 
c*at  of  war,  whether  it  would  be  both  more    and  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
economical  and  effective  to  send  this  regi-  j  will  not  belost  sight  of. 
uent  direct  to  South  Africa  instead  of 
<•  tiding  out  a  regiment  direct  from  Eng- 
and;    and   whether,  unless  service   exi- 
gencies compel,  the  change  from  Singapore 
o    the   English  climate,    which   at    this 


DUNSTABLE   RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) :: 
beg   to   ask  the  Under   Secretary   of 


tejuon  of  the  year  will  be  trying  to  the  I  State  for  War  whether  the  War  Office 
lealth  of  all  ranks,  could  l>c  avoided.  '  has  yet  come  to  a  decision  as  to  the  adop- 

;  tion  of  a  site  for  a  rifle  range  at  Dunstable,. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  answer  to  the  !  a  report  upon   which  was  made  to  che- 

irst  question  is  in  the  affirmative.     The  |  office  some  time  ago. 

'^ittahon  referred  to  lias  been  five  years  in  ; 

the  Straits  Settlements,  where  the  heat  is 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:    The  question   of 


•■■■v:  o  trill  u»  oettieiiiuiitn,  »>uoii;  tuo  uwn  is  :  ...  ,   T^         .  -  i  i     , 

u.^  •       4.1.       k  X*  Ai;m«f»  ;a  «.^;af  ,  constructing  a  range  at  Dunstable  has  re 

lu>t  excessive,  though  the  climate  is  moist       .,         °        rs  •  i      *•       r    ^   • 

wmI  enervating.  The  battalion  i.  officiont,    c?lved  ™*7  ™f ll  conation,  but  ,.i 

a.,,1    ,11    thJm»u    ««,    aim-.,     twont;  j  view  of  the  high  price  of  the  land  ai^ 


a,ul  all  the  men  are  alx>ve  twenty 
y^ars  of  age.  It  is  undesirable  to  send 
lhe  battalion  to  South  Africa  if  it  can  Ixj 
,lv«rided,  as  another  battalion  of  the  same 
regiment  is  already  there.  It  is  not  ex- 
isted that  the  change  of  climate  will 
"HVe  an  injurious  effect  on  the  health  of 
lh<-4  Iwtttalion. 


in 
I 
the  small  number  of  the  troops  who. 
would  use  the  range,  it  has  been  ulti- 
mately decided  not  to  proceed  further 
with  the  range. 


RIFLE  RANGES    IX   CHESHIRE. 
Mr.  YERBURGH:  I  beg  to  ask  tlie 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether,, 
as  the  Chester  Rifle  Volunteers  had  last 
year  to  do  their   class   firing    at  Owley 
Wood,  at  a  cost  in  railway  fares  of  Is.  3  Jd.. 
Mr.  WYNDHAM:  My  information  is  |  per  man,  and  this  year* will  have  to  do 
1 W  it  has  been  there  five  years.  I  their  class  firing  at  Altcar,  at  a  cost  in 

'  railway  fares  of  Is.  lOAd.  per  man,  owing 


General  LAURIE  :  Is  it  not  the  fact ! 
J'fcit  the  regiment  only  went  to  Singapore 
W  August  1 


.   Urneral    LAURIE:    Then    that 
^correct. 


to  the  Owley  Wood  range  being  unsuited 
for  the  now  firing  course  under  the  new 
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regulations,  and  as,  at  Delamcre  on  Crown 
property   and  at  Burton  Point,  both   of 
which  places  are  much  more  convenient 
of  access  from  Chester,  there  are  ranges 
•which  have  been  passed  by  the  Inspector  | 
•of  Musketry  of  the  North-Wcstern  Pis-  j 
•trict,  the  War  Office  will  take  immediate  ; 
stops   to   utilise   one    or   both    of   these 
.ranges.  | 

Mr.    WYXDHAM  :    Further   inquiry  ! 
will  bo  made  into  the  proposed  ranges.       i 

i 

RIFLE  RANGES-EXPENDITURE.        | 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
accounts   of  the  expenditure   under  the 
Military  Works  Act,  1897,  the  account 
of  the   expenditure  for  rifle  ranges  and 
manoeuvring  ground-  -which  is  estimated 
.at  a  total  of  £950,000,  and  in  respect  of 
which    the    total    expenditure    to    31st 
March,  1898,  was  £354,872  7s.  3d.— con- 
tains  no   separate  items   whatever,    but 
only  the  total  expenditure  as  represented 
by  *  the  latter   sum ;   whether  this  item 
includes  expenditure  on  the  purchase  of 
Hand   on  Salisbury  Plain;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the   Act  requires  that  these 
.accounts  shall  be  delivered  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Treasury,  he  will  require 
that   the  account  of  the   expenditure  in 
respect  of  riflo   ranges  and  manoeuvring 
ground  for  1898-9  shall  l>c  so  rendered, 
■and  with  such  items  and  details,  as  will 
enable     the     Controller     and     Auditor 
'General  and  the  Parliamentary  Accounts 
•Committee     to     which    he     reports     to 
•examine  the  expenditure  in  question. 
♦The    CHANCELLOR    of   the    EX- 
CHEQUER   (Sir     M.     Hicks    Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  answer  to  the  two  first 
paragraphs  of  the  question  is,  yes.     Full 
details  of  the  expenditure  on  rifle  ranges 
and  manoeuvring  ground  up  to  31st  March, 
1898,  were  supplied  to  the  Controller  and 
Auditor  General   at   the   time;   but   the 
separate  items  as  to  rifle  ranges  were  not 
stated  in  the  account  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment.    The  details  of  the  Salisbury  Plain 
expenditure  were  laid  before  Parliament 
in  Paper  C. 9,032  of  1898  ;  and  more  com- 
plete details  have  been  subsequently  given 
in  two  other  Returns.     The  account  for 
31st   March,  1899,   has   been   presented 
though  not  yet  circulated.     This  shows 
all   the  details   of   expenditure   on   rifle 
ranges  for  lx>th  years  ending  31st  March, 
1898,  and  31st  March,  1899. 


(Jtifirtiuii*. 
WELSH    COAL. 
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Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  case  heard 
at  the  Westminster  Police  Court  on 
Tuesday  last,  where  the  persons  sum- 
moned for  creating  a  smoke  nuisance 
alleged  that  the  Government  had  pur 
chased  all  the  Welsh  coal ;  and  whether 
the  quantity  of  Welsh  coal  consumed  by 
the  Government  for  all  purposes  during 
the  past  six  months  exceeded  three  per 
cent,  of  the  total  production  of  coal  in  the 
South  Wales  coalfield  during  that  period 
or  five  per  cent,  of  the  production  of 
smokeless  coal. 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.): 
My  right  hon.  friend's  attention  has  not 
been  drawn  to  the  case  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member.  As  to  the  exact  per- 
centage of  Welsh  coal  consumed  by  the 
Government,  I  am  not  able  to  give  him 
any  information. 

NAVY  LINOLEUM  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy):  I  beg  to 

ask    the    Secretary    to    the    Admiralty 

whether  he  will  state  the  thickness  of 
j  linoleum  specified  for  in  the  case  of  the 
I  decks  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  and  in  par- 
j  ticular  for  the  decks  of  the  torpedo 
■  flotilla  ;  and  can  he  state  what  steps  are 
:  taken  by  the  Admiralty  to  ensure  that 
|  the  linoleum  supplied  is  in   accordance 

with  the  quality  for  the  supply  of  which 

tenders  are  invited. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY :  Plain  corticinc 
or  linoleum  floorcloth  of  not  less  than 
3-1 6in.  in  thickness  is  used  for  the  decks 
of  Her  Majesty's  ships  (including  torpedo 
boat  destroyers  and  torpedo  boats).  The 
contract  specification  provides  that  this 
floorcloth  shall  "  be  answerable  in  every 
respect  to  the  description  given  in  the 
schedule — properly  matured,  and  in  point 
of  material,  make,  and  finish  in  every 
respect  equal  to  the  samples  accepted  at 
the  time  of  tendering."  Portions  of  the 
accepted  samples  are  distributed  to  the 
dockyards,  and  deliveries  are  compared 
with  the  accepted  samples  before  receipt 

MALTESE  LAW  COURTS— USE  OF  THK 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 

Mr   WEIR  (Ross  and    Cromarty):! 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
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>nies  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
er  in  Council,  under  which  the 
ernor  of  Malta  declared  under  Pro- 
nation on  22nd  March,  1899,  that  Her 
jesty's  Government  had  decided  that 
English  language  should  be  substi- 
td  for  the  Italian  as  the  language  of 
Courts  of  Law  in  Malta  on  the  expira- 
of  fifteen  years  from  that  date,  has 
?ed  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  elected 
libera  of  the  Council  of  Government 
tialta  as  well  as  amongst  the  popula- 
;  and  whether,  under  these  circum- 
ces,  he  will  consider  the  expediency 
taking  measures  under  which  the 
er  in  Council  may  be  rescinded,  or, 
ng  this  proposal,  will  he  arrange  to 
e  the  Order  in  Council  so  modified  ; 
;  it  will  be  optional  for  litigants  in  the  ! 
tese  Courts  of  Law  to  have  trials  con- 
bed  in  the  Italian  language  when  both  j 
iies  to  the  suit  are  agreed  on  this  ] 
ree.  j 

'he  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
ITE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  j 
)DRICK,  Surrey,  Guildford)  (for  Mr.  J.  I 
imberlain)  :  (1)  The  elected  mem- 1 
s  of  the  Council  expressed  their  dis-  j 
sfaction,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  I 
pose  that  there  is  any  widespread  j 
ling  among  the  population  of  Malta,  j 
I  am  not  prepared  to  alter  my ; 
iaion  in  the  matter,  but  I  may  point  i 
•  that  the  announcement  is  only  to  | 
e  effect  in  fifteen  years,  and  if  it  is  i 
u  found  that  the  convenience  of  the  j 
•pie  will  be  served  by  allowing  the  | 
it  use  of  Italian,  the  matter  might . 
sonably  be  reconsidered  at  that  date.     | 

i 
RUSSIAN    LOAN    TO    PERSIA.  ! 

Jr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) :  J 
eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
foreign  Affairs  whether  the  recently  i 
ounced  Russian  loan  to  Persia  was  i 
eluded  between  Russia  and  Persia  with  | 
knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 1 
tt ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's  J 
eminent  have  taken  any,  and,  if  so,  | 
it  action  in  the  matter. 

[R.  BRODRICK  :  The  answer  to  the  | 

paragraph  is  in  the  negative.  No 
ement  can  be  made  as  regards  action 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  regard 
uch  a  matter. 

[R.   HEDDERWICK:  Was  an   offer 
e  on  our  part  to  guarantee  the  loan  1 
To  answer  was  given*] 
OL.  LXXI3L    [Fourth  Series.] 


FOREIGN  TRAWLERS  IN  THE  MORAY 
FIRTH. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  is  aware  that  during  the  year 
1898-9  fifty-five  trawlers  of  various 
nationalities — namely,  German  twenty- 
two,  Belgian  ten,  Danish  eight,  French  five, 
Dutch  four,  Norwegian  three,  were  observed 
by  Fishery  Board  cruisers  working  in  the 
Moray  Firth,  showing  an  increase  of 
twenty-three  on  the  previous  year ;  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Moray  Firth  has 
been  closed  against  British  trawlers  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  fishing 
industry  and  augmenting  our  fish 
supplies,  will  he  consider  the  expediency 
of  communicating  with  the  signatories  to 
the  North  Sea  convention,  with  a  view 
to  the  Moray  Firth  being  closed 
against  foreign  as  well  as  against  British 
trawlers. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  facts  are  as 
stated  in  the  question.  The  importance 
of  protecting  the  Moray  Firth  against 
trawlers  of  any  nationality  is  fully 
realised,  and  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
any  negotiations  which  may  take  place. 


MAURITIUS-EMPLOYMENT   OF 
AFRICAN  NATIVE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
view  of  the  recent  serious  outbreak  in  the 
Mauritius  amongst  the  native  troops 
drawn  from  the  Yao  and  Atonga  tribes  of 
British  Central  Africa,  will  he  consider 
the  advisability  of  replacing  these  troops 
by  Cape  Boys,  Zulus,  or  other  natives 
amenable  to  discipline. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  There  is  no  inten- 
tion of  sending  to  Mauritius  troops  of 
the  description  named  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  will  state  the  number  of  native  troops 
sent  to  Mauritius  from  the  British  Central 
Africa  Protectorate  last  year,  the  date  on 
which  they  were  despatched,  and  with 
what  rifle  they  were  armed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  2nd  Battalion 
British  Central  African  Rifles,  consisting  of 
917  all  ranks,  embarked  at  Chinde  on  22nd 
June,  1899,  for  Mauritius.  They  wc^ 
armed  with  Martini-fiufveYda. 

2  U 
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Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  Anglo- 
German  Convention,  he  can  now  give  an 
indication  of  the  future  governing 
arrangements  in  Samoa ;  and  whether 
the  foreign  Office  has  any  information  : 
is  to  the  position  to  be  occupied  by  ! 
Mataafa. 

♦Mr.  BKODKICK:  No  communica- ! 
don  has  been  received  from  the  German  I 
Government  in  regard  to  the  future 
arrangements  for  the  government  of 
Samoa,  beyond  the  fact  that  Dr.  Self, 
who  has  been  for  some  time  past  Presi- 
dent of  the  Municipal  Council  at  Apia, 
has  been  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Samoan  Islands  assigned  to  Germany.  The 
reply  to  the  second  portion  of  the  ques- 
tion is  in  the  negative.  As  the  hon. 
Member  is  aware,  the  trading  rights  of 
British  subjects  are  fully  maintained 
by  the  treaty. 


CONGO    FREE    STATE-TRIBUTE 
EXTORTED  BY  MURDER. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of    State    for   Foreign    Affairs    whether 
representations  have  been  made  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  by  the  American  | 
missionaries,  by  Mr.  Sheppard  or  others  j 
in  the   Congo    Free    State,   as    to    the  I 
murders  and  mutilations  committed  by 
the   cannibal   tribes    under    the    Congo  I 
Free  State  Hag,  and  with  the  alleged  con- 
nivance of  the  state  officials,  in  order  to  I 
extort  tribute,  and  attested  by  American  I 
eye  witnesses ;  whether  any  inquiry  has 
been  or  will  be  made  ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  make  repre- 
sentations  to  the  Belgian    Government, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  of  the  several 
treaties    regulating    the   affairs   of     the 
Congo    to     which     Great    Britain     and 
Belgium  are  parties,  with  a  view  to  the 
better  prevention  of  such  atrocities  and 
the   punishment  of   those   concerned   in  I 
them. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No  representations 
have  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject.  Any  representa- 
tions by  American  citizens  would 
naturally  bo  made  through  their  own 
Government.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  do    not    propose   to  institute  an 


inquiry  into  or  address  official  representa- 
tions to  the  Congo  State  Government  on 
the  subject. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.)^  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board   of  Agri- 
culture whether   the  area    scheduled  in 
Bedfordshire,  in  consequence  of  the  out- 
break    of    foot    and    mouth   disease,  is 
smaller  than  the  area  scheduled  in  Nor- 
folk   and    Suffolk  ;    and,  if  so,  whether 
the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  i  area  may  be  at 
once  reduced  to  the  dimensions  of  that 
scheduled  in  Bedfordshire. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby)  :  The  Bedfoidshire 
scheduled  district  is  somewhat  smaller 
than  that  declared  in  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk, but  in  the  latter  case  the  circum- 
stances rendered  it  much  more  probaMe 
that  the  disease  had  extended  locally,  and 
this  view  has  been  confirmed  by  what 
has  since  occurred.  The  result  of  the 
contraction  of  the  district  would  be  to 
enable  markets  to  be  held  and  stock 
moved  freely  over  the  country  out  of  the 
area  from  which  the  restrictions  were 
withdrawn,  and  I  do  not  consider  that 
this  could  be  allowed  consistently  with 
safety  against  the  spread  of  the  disease* 

PATENT    LAWS— DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.     CAWLEY    (Lancashire,   Prest 
wich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  has  appointed 
a  Departmental  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  facilities  granted  to  inventors  under 
the  Patent  Laws  :  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  state  the  constitution  of  and  the  term* 
of  reference  to  such  Committee,  ami  k 
particular,  whether  the  Committee  w  * 
inquire  into  the  operation  of  Section  2f 
of  the  Patent  Act,  1883,  with  regard  » 
the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  p& 
compulsory  licences  to  work  patents  i 
which  the   public  are  being  denied  d* 
due  advantages. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  _  „ 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydo*V-M 
answered  a  similar  question  put  b>"  ~v- 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  on  the  2&*    I 
this  month,*  but  I  have  no  object!4311  **' 

•  See  page  579  of  this  yftltune. 
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*peating  ray  reply.    The  Committee  now      *  RELIGIOUS    MINISTRATION     IN 
ttmg  were  appointed  to  consider  various  ;  "  wnrvnuu^Lo. 

ingestions  which  have  been  made  for  de-  Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) : 
eloping  the  benefits  afforded  by  the  j  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
atent  Office  to  inventors,  and  is  simply  i  Government  Board,  whether  his  attention 
camming  questions  connected  with  the  j  has  been  called  to  a  statement  that  in 
ublications  of  the  Patent  Office.  The  ,  184  workhouses  in  England  and  Wales 
nportance  of  such  an  inquiry  as  the  hon.  j  no  chaplain  or  religious  instructor  of  any 
lember  contemplates  is  fully  recognised  i  kind  is  appointed  by  the  guardians  ; 
y  me,  and  the  matter  is  receiving  my  ,  whether  this  is  in  conformity  with  Article 
ireful  consideration.  I  am  unable  to  ■  153  of  the  General  Order  of  the  Poor 
lake  any  statement  at  present.  Law  Board  of  1847  ;  and  what  steps  he 

intends    to    take    in    order    to    enforce 
obedience  to  the  law. 
A.B.     SEAMEN-PROOF    OF    QUALI-  _         Dua,inr.Trr  T^.T 

FICATION.  i      The   PRESIDENT   of  the  LOCAL 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- ;  GOVERNMENT      BOARD     (Mr      H. 
rough):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of !  Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  fcleaford):   I  am 
le    Board  of  Trade  if  he  is  aware  that  I  »ware  of  the  statement  referred  to  in  the 
le  superintendents    and  deputv   super-    first  paragraph  of   the   Question.      The 
itendents  of  mercantile  marine  offices  in    artlcle  referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph 
orts  at  which  they  are  situate  are  per- :  contemplates  the  appointment  of  a  paid 
litting  seamen  to  be  engaged  on  British  ",  chaplain  by  the  Guardians.      But  as   I 
easels   as  "able-seamen,"  without  such    stated  in  the  House  on  the  2nd  June  last,* 
jersons  having  previously  produced  forms  ,  *he  requirement  has  never  been  enforced 
>f  discharge  proving  their  title   to   be    \  leSa[  Proce8S  since  1 867      In   cases 
rated  as  "  able-bodied  "  seamen  in  accord- 1  ^here.  thero  l*no  paid  chaplain,  either 
ance  with  Section  l2Gof  the  Merchant ; the    »™ates    have     full    permission   to 
Shipping  Act,  1894  ;  whether  he  is  aware  !  ?ttend  dlvme  8°™®°  0llJt8lde   the,  work" 
that  the  letters  "N.P."  (meaning  "not,*101186'   °\    wo.  !>ave  endeavoured  so   to 
proven  ")  are  generally  endorsed  upon  the    f  rang?  that  dlvl.no  81ervice  ls  usually  per 
ships    articles,    opposite    their    names ;  i  *<****  voluntarily  by  the  vicar  of  the 
whether  instructions  have  been  issued  to  ;  Pansh  or  a  neighbouring  clergyman, 
superintendents   to  act  in  this  manner ; ,      LoRD    HUGH     CECIL    (Greenwich): 
ami  whether  he  can  state  any  section  of  '  Could  not  the  appointment  of  chaplains  be 
the    Merchant     Shipping     Act     which  j  facilitated  in  some  localities  if  the  appoint- 
empowers  the  President  of  the  Board  of  ]  menfc    «>f    Nonconformist    ministers    as 
irade,  or  any  other  official,  to  override  :  instructors  were  permitted,  so  that  the 
the  express  stipulation  of  section   126  of  !  vjew8    0f    ^l    denominations    might    be 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  which  pro-  '■  equally  provided  for  I 
tides  that  a  man  shaD  not  be  entitled  | 
to  be  rated  as  able  seaman  unless  he  can  ■      [No  answer  was  given.] 

G>ve  not  less  than  four  years*  sea  service  ; 
ore  the  mast.  TRANSMISSION  OF  PRESS  MESSAGES. 

\r»   uttt'uti?    t  i  4.  *i     i      Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 

aJl*  *ITCH*E:  J.^  °nly  TW"t!he    the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  a!  repre- 
answer  I  gave  to  a  similar  question  two  ;  genting  the  i>08tmaster  GeneT^  whe&cr 

/ears  ago  njs     attention    has    been    called    to    an 

"The  superintendents  of  Mercantile  Marine  !  alleged  Report  of  a  Departmental  Corn- 
Offices  are  instructed  before  entering  a  seamen    mittee  to  inquire  into  the  work  of  tele- 

EL!?  *' £*'  inr«an?-  a«?*ln?nt  to.a?k  foJ  j  graphists  and  their  supervisors,  dated  4th 
poof  of  his  qualification  to  be  so  rated  ;  and  \Mn,r  iqqj  «««««*i  JT  i  r  u  j  i-  i.L 
$e  Board  o?  Trade  have  no  reason  to  think  !  ™ay,  1894,  recently  published ;  whether 
*ty  they  neglect  this  duty.  If  proof  is  not  the  practice  had  been,  as  there  set  forth, 
given  the  letters  '  N.R'  are  placed  against  to  complete  the  transcription  of  press  mes- 
«•  Heaman's  name  but  the  Board  of  Trade  gages  within  ten  minutes  of  their  recerpt 
t1*  advised    that  thev  have    no    power    to      *  ^i.     •     *.  A  ^  "«. 

^ecKnetoaUowamantotorfupperaa  A.B "^  ^e  instrument,  any  time  in  excess  of 
^wjiue  he  cannot  prove  the  requisite  service."  :  ten  minutes   having    been   regarded    as 

:  undue  delay ;  whether  the  Committee 
Jjere  is  no  question  of  over-riding  the  ,  'See  The  ParHanvntary  Debate,  tfo^V 
wmnons  of  the  Act.  Series],  Vol.  lxxii.,  page  m 
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reported  that  in  the  public  interest  the 
demand  for  so  expeditious  a  transcription 
of  press  messages  should  be  resisted,  and 
that  the  superintending  officers  should  be 
given  to  understand  that,  if  on  the  con- 
tinuous  transmission    of  a    considerable 
amount  of  news  as  much  as  half  an  hour  ' 
is  occupied  in  its  transcription,  they  will 
not  be  neld  to  blame  :  and  whether  the  j 
advice  given  in  that  Report  is  still  being  : 
acted  upon. 

The  FINANCIAL   SECRETARY  to  ; 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbitry,  Pres- • 
ton) :  The  Report  referred  to  was  confi- ! 
dential.     Some  years  ago,  when  the  speed  ! 
of  transmission  by  the  Whcatstone  tele-  ! 
graph  instrument  was  100  words  a  minute,  ; 
it  took  forty  minutes  to  transmit  4,000 
words  of  news  :  and,  if  the  transcription  ■ 
began  with  the  arrival  of  the  first  word  j 
of    the   message,    the   transcribers   were 
expected   to   finish    their  work    in    fifty 
minutes,  that  is,  ten  minutes  after  the  last 
word  was  received.     At  the  present  time 
it   is   possible  to  work   the  Wheatstone 
instrument  at  the  rate  of  400  words  a 
minute,  and  thus  to  transmit  a  message  of 
the  same  length  in  ten  minutes  :  but  it  is 
obviously  impossible  for  the  transcribers  to 
keep  pace  with  this  high  speed,  and  if  they 
take  thirty  minutes  to  complete  the  tran- 
scription after  the  receipt  of  the  last  word 
they  still  do  the  work  ten  minutes  quicker 
than  before,  the  comparison  being  between  j 
a  total  period  of  forty  minutes  and  a  total  , 
period  of  fifty.  .  j 

j 

EASTERN   TELEGRAPH   COMPANY- 
SUBSIDIES. 

♦Sir  EDWARD   SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  would  state  the  amount  of  subsidies 
paid     during    1898-9     to    the     Eastern ! 
Telegraph  Company  by  the  Imperial  and  j 
Colonial  Governments. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  presume  that  the  ! 
hon.  Member  refers  not  to  the  Eastern  I 
Telegraph   Company   alone,  but    to   the 
group  of  which  it  forms  the  centre.  From  ! 
Imperial    funds    £\  9,000    was    paid    in  j 
1898-9  to  the  African  Direct  Telegraph] 
Company  and  £63,000  to  the   Eastern 
and  South  African  Telegraph  Company, 
but  £18,000  was  repaid  to  the  Exchequer 
in  respect  of  the  latter  subsidy  (£10,000 
from  India,  £7,000  from  Mauritius,  and 
£1,000  from  Seychelles),  and  £5,000  in 
respect  of  the  former  (from  various  West 


African  Colonies).  From  Colonial  funds 
£15,000  was  paid  to  the  Eastern  and 
South  African  Telegraph  Company  by 
the  Cape  Government,  and  £5,000  was 
paid  to  the  same  company  by  the  Natal 
Government.  £32,^00  was  paid  by 
Australasian  Governments  to  the  Eastern 
Extension  Telegraph  Company  in  respect 
of  the  duplicate  cable  subsidy  (which 
finally  ceased  in  Octol>er,  1899)  and 
£4,200  in  respect  of  the  Tasmaniau  Cable 
subsidy,  besides  a  payment  of  £2,632  on 
a  traffic  guarantee  for  New  Zealand 
cables  which  can  hardly  l>e  reckoned  as 
a  subsidy.  I  understand  also  that  the 
Government  of  the  Straits  Settlements 
paid  £400  to  the  Eastern  Extension  Com- 
pany in  respect  of  a  telegraph  to  Malacca. 

LONGFORD  POSTMEN'S  DUTIES. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARI0ELL  (Cavan,  W.).  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  has  yet  received  the  report  of 
the  inspector  into  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment in  Longford  'post  office ;  whether 
the  hours  of  the  men  are  alternately  from 
:)  p.m.  to  l\  a.m„  including  a  night  de- 
livery, which  could  he  done  oy  the 
auxiliary  postman  as  well  as  the  per- 
manent staff;  and  will  he  see  that  the 
auxiliary  man  is  therefore  appointed. 

Mr.  HANBURYr :  Xo  postman,  it  ap- 
pears, attends  from  3  p.m.  to  3  a.m.  An 
auxiliary  postman  could  uot  be  employed 
on  the  last  delivery  without  reducing  the 
average  attendance  of  the  two  established 
postmen  to  less  than  a  full  duty,  but  the 
attendance  of  one  of  the  established 
postmen  will  he  readjusted  so  as  to  give 
him  a  longer  interval  off  duty. 

TULLYHOGUE  POSTAL  ARRANGE 
MENTS. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg  to 

ask  the   Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  «* 

representing     the     Postmaster    General 

whether  he  has   received  a  copy  of  * 

|  resolution  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 

!  Cookstown    Board    of    Guardians   at  » 

j  special  meeting  held  on  the  10th  inst* 

j  complaining    of    the    inadequate    postal 

|  arrangements  existing  in  Tullyhogue,  and 

pointing  out  that  the  foot  post  leave* 

Tullyhogue  at  8.30  a.m.,  over  2J  houi* 

before  the  arrival  of  the  next  mail  fa 

Stewartstown,  where  the  letters  lie  fa 

6    hours,    namely,   till    4.20    p.m.,  and 

requesting    that    the    departure  of  the 
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it  from  Tullyhogue  may  be 
for  5 J  hours,  till  2  p.m.,  thereby 
£  hours  for  answering  letters  and 
mg  a  margin  of  half  an  hour  ;  and 
ate  whether  the  wishes  of  the 
:  Cookstown  Union  as  voiced  by 
resentatives  will  be  acceded  to. 

ANBURY  :  The  despatch  of  the 

n    Tuilyhogue  is  already    under 

The  resiut  shall  be  communi- 

»   the   hon.   Member  as   soon  as 


rnoNs  IN  WEST  (A\ AX. 
r.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
ef  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
>f  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
ber  of  evictions  which  took  place 
le  7th  section  of  the  Land  Act  of 
the  county  of  Cavan,  west  divi- 
ow  many  evictions  were  fully 
out;  and  in  how  many  cases 
nts  were  effected  ;  and  can  he 
t  any  hope  for  the  repeal  of  this 

ATTORNEY  GP;XERAL  for 
^D  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour)  :  The 
tatistics  of  evictions  are  made  up 
«t  of  constabulary  districts  and 
hical  counties,  and  not  according 
imentary  divisions.  The  number 
on  notices  served  under  Section  7 
Land  Act  of  1887  in  the  whole 
Cavan  between  the  passing  of 
;and  the  31st  December,  1£99,  a 
>f  over  twelve  years,  was  3,577. 
e  number  of  tenants  and  sul>- 
who  were  actually  evicted  in  the 
riod  and  not  re-admitted  as  care- 
r  tenants  on  the  date  of  eviction 
y  245,  that  is  to  say,  a  yearly 
of  about  20.  The  police  have  no 
to  show  what  has  been  done  in 
2  cases  in  which  the  service  of 
under  Section  7  was  not  followed 
al  eviction,  though  it  may  be 
that  in  the  great  majority  of 
ises  settlements  were  arrived  at 
landlord  and  tenant.  I  cannot 
t  any  hope  for  the  repeal  of  the 
nt  referred  to. 

NNON  SCHOOL  ESTATE  RENTS. 
XX)GAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
y  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Joseph 
18,  of  Derrytrisk,  who  is  a  tenant 


on  the  Dungannon  School  Estate,  entered 
the  Land  Court  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed 
sixteen  months  ago,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  during  that  time  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  sat  three  times  in  Dun- 
fannon,  and  will  soon  sit  again,  his  case 
as  not  yet  been  listed  for  hearing  ;  and 
whether  he  will  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  delay,  and  take  steps  to  expedite  the 
proceedings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfock)  :  An  application  to  fix  a  fair 
rent  was  lodged  on  behalf  of  the  tenant 
named  in  the  question  in  December, 
1898.  The  case  will  appear,  I  am  in- 
formed, on  the  next  list  to  be  issued  con- 
taining cases  from  this  district. 

IRISH    POOR    LAW    GRANTS. 

Mr.  M 'CART  AN  (Down,  S.) :    I    he* 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lora 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland   with  reference  to 

the     contributory     poor     law     unions, 

whether  the  refund  from  the  excise  and 

.  customs  duties   is  about  to  cease ;  and,  if 

,  so,  whether  an  equal  grant  will  be  made 

from  some  other  source  to  those  unions 

that  decide  to  remain  contributory,  and 

to  the  others  that  may  become  contri- 

!  butory. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  replied  yasterday  to  a  ques- 
;  tion  put  to  me  on  the  same  subject  by  the 
i  hon.  Member  for  West  Cavan,  and  to  that 
1  reply,  to  which  I  have  nothing  to  add,  I 
1  would  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman. 


Ml  RDER  OF  MR.  BIRD  AT  BANTRY. 
j  Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Bel- 
i  fast,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney 
j  General  for  Ireland  if  he  can  give  any 
|  particulars  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  William 
j  Bird,  J.P.,  on  Saturday  last,  at  Bantry ; 
I  whether  any  recent  occurrences  in  the 
|  neighbourhood  had  been  of  a  disturbing 
■  character  ;  and  whether  any  arrests  have 
;  been  made  of  persons  suspected  of  being 
j  concerned  with  the  murder. 

|  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  A  police  report  of 
this  occurrence  has  now  reached  me,  and 
the  facts,  I  very  much  regret  to  say, 
point  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Bird  was 
brutally  murdered.  The  deceased  gentle- 
man was  found  lying  dead  on  the  floor  of 
his  rent-office  in  Bantry,  where  he  had 
been  collecting  rents,  shortly  after  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  oi  ^ataxctaj  \m&u 
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There  were  three  bullet  wounds  in  his  officers,  or  the  relieving  officers,  is  usually 
body — one  in  the  heart,  another  in  the  quite  sufficient  to  prove  the  necessity  for 
back  of  the  head,  and  the  third  in  the;  the  erection  of  cottages,  if  such  necessity 
upper  part  of  his  right  arm.  One  arrest,  really  exists.  Public  notice  of  the  time 
has  been  made  by  the  police,  but  I  could  and  place  of  the  inquiry  was  duly  given, 
not  answer  the  second  paragraph  without  and  the  Board  cannot  now  accept  further 
disclosing  matters  which  might  furnish  evidence  upon  this  scheme.  If  the  council 
clues  to  the  police  as  to  the  perpetrators  consider  that  a  case  can  still  be  made  for 
of  the  crime.  •  any  of  the  cottages  rejected  by  the  inspec- 

tor, they  must  include  them  in  their  next 

COUNTY  LONGFORD   LAND  APPEALS.   scheme' 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask'  IMPRISONMENT  FOR  CONTEMPT- 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether!  CASE  OF  PATRICK  KAVANAGH. 
he  is  aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  >tr>  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to 
refusal  of  the  Land  Commissioners  to  sit  j^k  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
in  Longford  for  the  hearing  of  176  County  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
Longford  cases,  a  number  of  people  will]  tnat  a  man  named  Patrick  Kavanagh,  of 
be  put  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of'  Furzvditch,  County  Wicklow,  was,  l»v 
going  to  Mullmgar,  a  county  town  of  order  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
another  county,  thirty  miles  distant  from  detained  in  prison  for  contempt  of  court 
Longford ;  and  whether  he-  can  see  his|  during  the  period  of  one  year  and  237 
way  to  making  a  representation  to  the ;  days ;  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
Chief  Commissioner  with  a  view  to  the;  wag  transferred  from  Kilmainham  Gaol 
venue  being  changed.  :  to  the  Richmond  (Dublin)  Lunatic  Asylum, 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  have  already  in- ,  and  that  he  w  still  in  the  Richmond  , 
formed  the  hon.  Member,  in  answer* to  a  I  Lunatic  Asylum;  whether  during  to  I 
similar  question,  that  the  Land  Commis-  i  incarceration  he  was  examined,  and  how 
sioners  state  they  duly  considered  all  the  ;  <Jften»  a,s  t0  hls  health  aud  mental  con- 
circumstances  of  these  cases,  and  have  j  dltl0T\  V  a  Physician  experienced  in 
fixed  the  place  of  sitting  to  suit  the  !  Jjontal  diseases  ;  and  at  what  time  during 
general  convenience  of  the  suitors.  Kavanagh  s  detention  of  a  year  and  23* 

days  was   he   found   to   be   of  unsound 
!  mind  :  and  what  offence  did  he  commit  in 
BALTINGLASS    DISTRICT    COUNCIL-  :  contempt  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
LABOURERS    COTTAGES.  . 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicfrlow,  j  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  facts  are 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  !  correctly  stated  in  the  first  paragraph, 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  ,  Kavanagh  was  the  defendant  in  a  suit  in 
he  is  aware  that  the  Baltinglass  Rural ;  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  which  a  certain 
District  Council  made  an  improvement !  holding  of  his  was  sold  and  purchased  by 
scheme  for  thirty-five  lalxmrers'  cottages,  a  man  named  Delahunt,  who  obtained 
of  which  only  ten  were  passed  by  the  i  possession  from  the  sheriff.  Kavanagh's 
inspector,  Mr.  Wilson  Lynch  ;  and  ;  contempt  consisted  in  interferingwith  the 
whether,  the  inquiry  having  been  held  on  !  sheriff  in  giving  possession  to  Delahunt* 
the  day  of  the  fairs  at  Baltinglass  and  »  disturbing  Delahunt  in  the  possession  of 


Ca8tledermot,  when  the  local  councillors 
could  not   attend,  he  will  accede  to  the 


the  holding,  and  retaking  possession  fro© 
him.     During  the  period  of  Kavanagh* 


request  of  the  Baltinglass  District  Council  imprisonment  he  was  frequently  examined 
to  order  a  supplemental  inquiry  into  the  j  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  prison,  the 
proposed  improvement  scheme.  !  late  Dr.  Carte,  a  physician  of  experience 

in  mental  and  bodily  disease.    He  was 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  answer  to  the  |  also  examined  by  Mr.  Woodhouse,  the 

first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.     The  j  medical  member  of  the  Prisons  Board. 

Local  Government  Board  are  unable  to    During  the  last  six  months  of  his  imprison- 


say  whether  the  local  councillors  were 


ment  he  was  under  special  observation. 


engaged  at  the  fairs  mentioned  on  the  His  manner  in  prison  was  always  peculiar, 
day  of  inquiry,  but  their  presence  at  the  j  but  there  was  little  change  in  it  until 
inquiry  was  not  absolutely  essential,  as  within  a  short  time  of  his  removal,  and 
the  evidence  of  the  labourers,  the  sanitary  i  he  was  found  to  be  of  unsound  mind 
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days  before  his  admission  to  the  I 
a. 

JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
[  ask  whether  the  Government  in- , 
X)  deal  in  any  way  with  a  state  of 
,w  by  which  a  man  who  has  not 
tted  any  offence  except  contempt 
irt  can  be  kept  in  prison  for  two 
without  any  trial,  and  at  the  end 
at    time    be    discovered   to    be   a 


answer  was  given.] 

.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  This  seems 
a  reasonable  question  arising  out  of 
;ht  hon.  Gentleman  s  answer.  I  do 
ink  it  is  light  he  should  be  quite  so 
rteous. 

.  ATKINSON :  I  had  no  intention  | 
discourteous,  but  this  is  a  question  ! 
should  obviously  be  addressed  to  1 
irst  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  So  far  ; 
now  there  is  no  intention  to  change  i 
w.  , 

.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  Then  I  ad- 1 
the  question  to  the  First  Lord  of 
reasury. 

.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand  \ 
[uestion  arises  out  of  one  on  the  ', 
.  I  have  not  seen  the  question  on  , 
aper,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  the  j 
r  until  I  heard  the  answer  just  I 
I  have  often  heard,  both  here  and  ! 
land,  comments  on  the  law  of  com-  [ 
mt    to    prison     for     contempt    of  j 

but  I  am  certainly  not  in  a  position  , 
•mise  any  legislation  on  the  subject  i 

present  time.  | 


dated  8th  August,  1899,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
the  area  of  deer  forests  in  the  Highland 
crofting  counties ;  and  will  he,  with  a 
view  to  remedying  this  difficulty,  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  introducing  legis- 
lation such  as  will  admit  of  the  form  of 
Return,  headed  "  Valuation  of  Lands  and 
Heritages  (Scotland),"  being  provided 
with  a  column  in  which  owners  or  tenants 
of  deer  forests  will  l>e  required  to  state 
the  names  and  acreage  of  each  forest  in 
their  possession  or  occupation. 

Mil  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  informa- 
tion lately  issued  is  believed  to  be 
approximately  accurate.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  it,  although  much 
labour  is  involved.  The  answer  to  the 
second  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WEIR:  In  consequence  of  the 
very  unsatisfactory  reply  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  first  part  of  the 
question,  I  beg  to  give  notice  I  shall  call 
attention  to  the  matter  at  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what 
business  will  be  taken  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  business 
on  Thursday  and  Friday  will  be  financial 
business.  Probably  the  Navy  Estimates 
will  be  proceeded  with. 


[JRT    OF    APPEAL— STATE    OF 

BUSINESS.  ! 

R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries) :  I  beg  j 
k  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ; 
er  any  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  , 
nment  to  relieve  the  pressure  of ; 
as  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Lord 
ellor  has  this  subject  under  his  con- 
tion. 

DEER  FOREST  RETURNS. 
.  WEIR:  I   beg  to  ask  the  First 

of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is 
that  the  Crown  Agent  for  Scotland 
enced  considerable  difficulty  in  pre- 
;  the  Deer  Forest  Return,  No.  346, 


SITTINGS   OF   THK   HOUSE   (ASH 
|  WEDNESDAY). 

'  Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
i  "  That  this  House  do  meet  To-morrow  at 
I  Two  of  the  clock."  -(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

*Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notting- 
hamshire, Mansfield)  :  I  could  furnish 
half-a-dozen  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
why  the  House  should  not  adopt  the 
antiquated  motion  just  proposed  by  the 
First  Lord ;  but  I  shall  name  only  two. 
One  is  based  upon  the  absurdity  of  the 
plea  urged  in  its  favour,  namely,  that  it 
affords  an  opportunity  for  going  to  church 
on  Ash  Wednesday,  whereas  everybody 
knows  that  nobody  wants  to  go  to  church, 
and  that  if  any  Member  does  want  he  is 
free  to  go,  without  endeavouring  to  pre- 
vent others  attending  this  House,  where 

they  consider  their  duty  lies.    The  second 
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is  a  more  practical  reason,  to-morrow  the 
first  Order  of  the  Day  happening  to  be  the 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill.  Last  session 
its  promoters  were  unfortunate  in  the 
ballot,  and  the  Bill  could  not  be  discussed, 
but  this  year  they  seemed  to  have  obtained 
a  good  place,  and  to  have  a  prospect  of  a 
division.  This  motion  will,  however, 
deprive  them  of  two  hours,  and  may  even 
deprive  them  of  a  division,  except  as  the 
result    of     that    odious    expedient     the 


closure.  A  large  iiumtar  of  my  con- 
stituents are  deeply  interested  in  the 
Bill,  and  will  be  both  disappointed  and 
disgusted  if,  as  the  result  of  this  motion, 
two  hoiu-s  are  frittered  away  and  no  pro- 
gress is  made. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :    -Ayes,  223 ;  Noes, 
109.     (Division  List  Xo.  43.) 


Aird,  John 

Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain  bridge,  Emerson 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Ha  ry.KtHn A  HSmith-(Hunts 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.H.(Briatol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowie*,  Capt.  H.F.(  Middlesex 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Bra^sey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo. Hamilton 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cham  berlain,  J .  Austen(  Wore'  r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charring  ton,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  IjOuis 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColoniD,  Sir  John  Charles  K. 
Colston,Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cornwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Karl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dorington   Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 
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Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Kt.Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Fardel  I,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Aihvyn  Edw. 
Fergusson,  RtHnSinJ  (Manch'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlrty,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  M.  (London  Univ.) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gihbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnGJ(St.George's 
Goschen,  (George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hanbiry,Rt.Hon.RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,Rt.Hn.A.Staveley(Staffs. 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn  * 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jatez  Edw. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Kenyon,  James 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 


Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut.  General 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Coro 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Llewelyn,SirDill  wy  n-(8Wns» 
Lockwbod,  Lt.-Cof.  A.  K. 
Long,Col.Charle*W(  Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lonsdale.  John  Brownlee 
Lojies,  Henry  Yarde  Bvller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther.R  t.  Hon.  Jamea(Kentl 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Alacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  ( 'umming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool* 
Maclean,  James  Mackenne 
M4Ewan,  William 
M«Iver,SirI,ewis(  Edinh'gh  W.> 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm.  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,Rt.HouwJ.  W.  (York*.) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thomuaon,  Sir  B.  M- 
Middlemore,  J.  Thiogmorton 
Milhank,  Sir  Pwfett  C.  Joh» 
Milnerr  Sir  Frederick  Gee*f* 
Molloy,  Beniaid  Chaik* 
Monk,  diaries  Jame» 
Monk^Hcm.JJS«)ttiHifltf- 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Whetecbap* 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  PMf 
Moore*  Williiua  (Antrim,  ^- J 
Moie,RobtJaeper(Shroppbii*> 
Morreli  t*eorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter  . 

Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptfow 
Mount,  William  George 
Munlz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (&<*** 
Mwrray,  Cliarles  J.  (Cove***1* 
Murray,  Col.  W.  (Bath)         ^r 
Newdigate,Francis  Alexa** 


Kicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KilkentP-  - ' 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles Lindfl^^l0 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlin  ^ 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthu-t^ 
Piernoint,  Robert  ^ 

Pilkington,  K(l4anc8.,NeiK^ 
PlattHiggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 


New  Bill*. 

ones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Robert 

Guy 

Sir  Cuthbert 
Major  Frederic  Came 
,  James  Alexander 
*on.SUThos.(Hartlei>'l 
it.Hn.SirMatthew\Y. 
Rt.  H  n.  Chas.  Thomson 
on,  Herbert  (Hackney 

T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Fohn  Herbert  Dudley 

Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sir  Joseph 
Charles  Hilton 
!arr,  Henrv 
William]fchvard  T. 


{27  February  1900} 

Sideljotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
.  Sidetottom,  William  (Derbys. ) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(Forf arsh'e 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Sj>encer,  Ernest 
!  Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
1  Stewart,SirMarkJ.M4Ta^art 
'  Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M.  ; 
I  Strauss,  Arthur 
i  Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hediey 
,  Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
,  Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,RtHn.  J  .G.  (Oxf  d  LTniv. 
'  Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 


New  Bills. 
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Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welbv,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u.-L.) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  JosephPowell-(  Hinu 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson-Todd,  Win.  H.(Vorks) 
Wodehouse,Rt,  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
W'ortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Commander  ( Berks,  E. ) 

TELLERS     FOR     THK     A  YES— 

Sir  William  Walrond    and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


n,WTilliam(Cork,  N.  E. 
ii,  William  (Rhondda) 
Villiam  (Gateshead) 
Thomas  Gair 
,Rt.Hn  HerbertHenry 
jr-Jones,  L. 
M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Sir  John 
John  Emmott 
Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Alfred 
Augustine 
Edward 

U.  Hon.  James 
in,  Thomas  Ryburn 
domas 

Sydney  Charles 
1,  James 

l,  Sir  Clias.  (Glasgow) 
i,  Robert  (Durham) 
11-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
,  Richard  Knight 
ig,  Francis  AlLston 
)r.  G.  B. 
)aniel 

Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
James  Henry 
It.  Hon.  Sir  ('harles 
,  Captain  A. 
P.  C. 

,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
rtn,  JameH 
ir  William 
hn  Edward 
irFrancisH.tSonth'ton 
i,  Sydney 
James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 


NOES. 

Fen  wick,  ('harles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Loith) 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

( Iladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J. 

(Joddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Gurclon,Sir  William  Brampton 

Hay ne, Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hazell,  Walter 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 

Hobbouse,  Henry 

Hogan,  James  Francis 

Holland,  William  Henry 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn.SirU 

Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Laliouchere,  Henry 

Langley,  Batty 

I^awson,Sir  Wilfrid  (( 'umVl'd) 

Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lyefi,  Sir  Leonard 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

M'  Arthur,  Wrilliam  (Cornwall) 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 

Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Montrose 

Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devon port) 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 


,    O'Connor,  Jas.(Wicklow,  W.> 
,    O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
|    Oldroyd,  Mark 
,    Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
,    Perks,  Roliert  William 

Philipps,  .John  AVynford 
I    PUkington.SirG.A.^Lanc.S.W'" 
i    Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
j    Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 
i    Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
!    Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threslue 
!   Rickett,  J.  Compton 
•    Roll  it,  Sir  Alhert  Kaye 
j   Samuel,  .1.  (Stockton-on-Tees> 
'    Schwann,  Charles  K. 
;   Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
j   Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Strachey,  Edward 
{   Stuart,  James  (Shored itch) 
;    Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath> 
1   Tennant,  Harold  John 
i    Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
I    Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
I    Wrallace,  Robert 
■    Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
j    Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T~ 
j   Wason,  Eugene 
.    Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
j    Weir,  James  Galloway 
;    Whiteley,  George( Stockport) 

Wilson,  FredericWV.  (Norfolk) 
'•    Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
!    Yoxall,  James  Henry 

j  Tellers  for  thk  Noes— 
j  Mr.  Carvell  Williams  and 
!       Mr.  Maddison. 


NEW   BIL1JS. 


WAGES   BOARDS. 

bo  provide  for  the  establishment 
;e8  Boards,  ordered  to  be  brought 
ir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  John  Burns, 
'Kenna,  Mr.  Tennant,  and  Mr. 
an. 


WAGES  BOARDS  BILL. 

1      "  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of 

!  Wages  Boards,''  presented,  and  read  the 

first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

Thursday,  5th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 

[Bill  102.] 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS 
(MARINERS'  VOTES). 
Bill  to  enable  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
Royal  Navy  and  Mercantile  Marine  and 
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fishermen  to  record  their  Votes  when  by 
reason  of  their  calling  they  will  be  at  sea 
on  the  day  of  the  poll,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  Cameron  Gull,  Sir  Elliott 
Lees,  Sir  Thomas  Richardson,  Sir  John 
Colomb,  Captain  Phillpotts,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  A.  Pease. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS 
(MARINERS'   VOTES)   RILL. 

"  To  enable  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
Royal  Navy  and  Mercantile  Marine  and 
fishermen  to  record  their  Votes  when  by 
reason  of  their  calling  they  will  be  at  sea 
on  the  day  of  the  poll,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday',  4th  April,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  103.] 


{ COMMONS }  (Nary  Estimates). 
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SUPPLY  COMMITTEE  (NAVY 
ESTIMATES). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [26th  February], 
"  That  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  This  Vote  is  for  twenty- 
seven  millions,  which  is  over  24  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  relation  to  the  revenue  of 
the  United  Kingdom  the  percentage  of 
naval  expenditure  is  always  rising, 
but  it  does  not  rise  in  the  same 
degree  with  the  aggregate  rapidly 
expanding  revenue  of  the  whole  Empire. 
The  aggregate  revenue  of  the  outlying 
portions  of  uhe  Empire  is  now  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions,  while  the  contribution 
from  those  parts  of  the  Empire  to  our 
naval  expenditure  is  represented  by  only 
a  few  score  thousands  of  pounds.  Turning 
to  the  Estimate  itself,  I  notice  that  there 
is  a  decrease  for  guns  of  £18,700,  and  for 
torpedoes  and  gun-cotton  of  £27,670.  I 
did  not  understand  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  last 
night  to  give  any  information  to  the 
House  as  to  the  reserve  of  guns,  and  this 
is  an  important  matter  in  view  of  the 
decreases  to  which  I  have  called  attention. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
tell  us  more  about  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  an  increase  of  £216,000 
for    non-effective   services,    and   I  think 


that  too  requires  some   explanation.     Of 
course,  the  reserve  of  guns  must  be  regu- 
lated by  the  number  of  guns  required  and 
also  by  the  life   of  guns.     I  believe  the 
life  of  a  4  *  7-inch  gun  is  about  800  rounds, 
and  I  should  like  to  have  some  information 
as  to  the  estimated  number  of  ordinary 
rounds  fired  from  these  guns,  because  it 
affects  the  question  of  the  reserve  of  guns. 
As  regards   ships   we  are  told  that  we 
have    reached  the  limit   of   our  present 
producing  power,  and  now,  therefore,  to 
talk  about   whether   we   have   sufficient 
ships  would  be  to  enter  on  an  academic 
question,  seeing   that  we  could    not  if 
we    wished    build    more    rapidly    than 
we  now  do.     In  regard  to  this,  I  wish  to 
know  if  the  First  Lord  can   give  us  any 
information  as  to  what  foreign  nation* 
are  doing  in  order  to  increase  their  power 
of  ship  output.     It  is  no  use  our  having  a 
standard  on  which  we  rely  for  the  future  if 
the  output  power  of  foreign  countries  is 
increasing  at  greater  rate  than  our  own. 
Next  I  come  to  the  question  of  works,  and 
I  want  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
what  has  become  of  Wci-hai-wei  ?    Last 
year  £4,500  was  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended  there    by  the  Admiralty,  quite 
apart  from  the  War  Office  expenditure, 
about  which  we  know  nothing.     I  should 
be  glad  to  know  why   that  £4,500  was 
not   spent.      I   hope  it   is   because  the 
Admiralty  are  coming  to  their  senses  over 
it;  but  I  cannot,  I  fear,  arrive  at  that  con- 
clusion,   for  the  reason  that    this  year 
there  is  an  estimated  expenditure  put  down 
of  £13,000.  Can  my  right  hon.  friend  toll 
me  what  the   War  Office   is    doing  i" 
the  matter  ?     I  repeat  to-day  what  I  have 
said    in    this   House   on   many    previous 
occasions — Wei-hai-wei  will  be   a  source 
of  Naval  weakness  and  danger  if  not  made 
another  Gibraltar,  and  I  protest  against 
incurring   the    uncalled   for  expenditure 
necessary  to  make  it  a  Gibraltar.   In  reply 
to  a  question  the  First  Lord  told  us  that  the 
First  Sea  Lord  was  responsible  for  Xaval 
strategy,  and  he  added  that  he  was  one 
of  the  hardest  worked  men  in  the  Empire 
I  wish  to  know  whether  consideration 
affecting  the  Naval  strategy  of  the  Empire 
are  matters  to  which  the  First  Sea  Lord 
can  only  attend  when  he  has  spare  time 
from  those  routine  duties  which  make  him 
the  hardest  worked  man  in  the  Empiw- 
I   should  further  like  to  know  whether 
the  views  of  the  Naval  strategists  of  the 
Empire  had  over-ruled  those  of  the  \l* 
Office  and  Royal  Engineers,  or  whether 
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e  reverse  has  been  the  case  in  relation  j  tion  of  the  perstmnd  lies  a  much  bigger 
Wei-hai-wei.  As  regards  sea  trans-  •  question  affecting  the  colonies  and  the  cou- 
rt I  most  cordially  join  in  the  applause  solidation  of  the  Empire  in  the  future.  In 
well  earned  by  all  the  officials  of  that  ;  dealing  with  the  personnel  from  the  point 
partment  of  the  Admiralty  which  has  of  view  of  high  policy,  you  cannot  deal 
d  the  conduct  of  the  work  of  trans-  with  150,000  loose  units;  they  must 
rting  our  troops  to  South  Africa.  I  I  be  grouped,  and  that  has  not  been  done 
ink  they  deserve  all  praise.  They  have  in  any  satisfactory  manner.  All  units 
>rked  like  slaves  in  a  most  indefatigable  must  l>e  grouped  with  reference  to  the 
inner,  and  the  results  are  greatly  to  work  they  have  to  perform.  In  the  first 
t*ir  credit.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  ;  place,  as  to  the  grouping,  I  think  I  can 
cmature  to  say  much  more  about  our  show  the  House  that  the  policy  of  the 
msports.  We  know  we  cannot  exer-  Admiralty  as  regards  personnel  is  impos- 
e  our  military  power  without  trans-  sible  to  understand.  I  think  my  right 
rts.  They  are  the  necessary  comple-  hon.  friend  will  agree  that  I  am  not  tres- 
jnt  to  our  land  forces,  and  we  :  passing  unduly  upon  the  time  of  the 
ght,  therefore,  not  to  crow  too  much  ;  House  in  dealing  with  this  subject  in  a 
er  what  we  have  done  in  this  '  broad  manner.  The  only  numerical  re- 
itter.  Spain,  with  one-seventeenth  j  turns  we  have  got,  by  which  we  can  judge 
the  British  mercantile  marine,  of  the  relative  changes  in  the  grouping  of 
iced  and  maintained  in  Cuba  200,000  j  the  Fleet,  is  the  return  presented  last 
mi,  and  the  United  States,  with  only  \  session,  which  gives  the  relative  strength 
e-fourteenth  of  our  mercantile  marine,  |  of  the  different  branches  of  the  personnel 
ut  out  two  large  over-sea  cxpe- •  of  the  Fleet  from  1858  to  1898.  lam 
tions,  simultaneously,  one  to  the  .  compelled  to  take  these  figures  because 
lUippines  and  the  other  to  Cul>a.  ,  we  have  no  other  or  later  returns,  and 
evertheless  great  credit  is  due  to  our  that  period  entirely  covers  the  period  of 
>val  officials.  In  the  First  Lord  of  the  great  revolutionary  transition  in  the 
dmiralty  s  statement  there  is  a  general ;  nature  of  our  ships  and  our  Fleet.  In 
.ragraph  dealing  with  marine  forces.  '  1858  our  Fleet  consisted  of  rigged 
he  chief  feature  of  observations  in  his  I  ships  with  very  feeble  steam  power, 
atement  as  to  the  force  maintained  under  j  and  the  locomotive  power  and  internal 
e  Admiralty,  which  is  equivalent  to  j  working  of  all  appliances  necessary  for 
renty  batteries  of  Koyal  Artillery  (  offence  and  defence  of  ships  were  pro- 
id  fourteen  Iwttaiions  of  the  Line  «  duced  by  wind,  the  skill  of  the  officers, 
^  war  strength,  is  quite  orthodox.  \  and  the  lal>our  of  men.  Now  every- 
*e  are  told  .  the  size  of  these  men,  !  thing  is  done  by  steain  or  electricity  and 
it  nothing  was  said  about  their  i  mechanical  contrivances.  That  surely 
aborate  training.  We  are  told  that  ;  ought  to  have  had  a  very  marked 
ley  are  each,  on  the  1st  of  April,  i  influence  upon  the  relative  grouping  of 
>  have  a  pair  of  canvas  shoes.  !  the  units  of  your  personnel,  for  steam 
,  would  like  to  ask  if  this  question  j  has  absolutely  and  entirely  changed 
:  height  and  of  canvas  shoes  is  of  |  the  conditions  of  the  work  to  l>e  done 
*Hy  so  much  importance,  and  suggest  j  — mechanical  science  has  changed  it. 
*xt  time  he  will  have  the  men  weighed,  ,  What  I  want  to  elicit  is  whether  the 
1  as  to  ascertain  their  tonnage,  and  then  ,  Admiralty  realise  that  fact,  because 
fe  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  tell  the  i  I  cannot  find  that  from  1858  up 
ouse  how  many  tons  of  artillery  and  j  to  the  present  that  fact  has  been 
Gantry  marines  we  have.  I  now  come  |  properly  realised  and  its  teaching  really 
'  consider  the  broader  question  of  the  j  acted  upon.  The  three  great  groups 
rsannd  of  the  Navy.  I  think  it  is  of  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  are  the 
le  proper  time  to  consider  this  engineering  branch,  which  provides  the 
atter  now,  when  in  the  output  of  ships  ,  locomotion  and  the  whole  of  the  machinery 
e  cannot  keep  pace  with  the  require-  j  which  entirely  works  the  ship  ;  the  second 
ente  of  the  nation.  The  personnel  is  ;  is  the  group  of  the  units  used  for  offen- 
ttremely  important,  and  I  must  ask  for  I  sive  and  defensive  purposes,  which  is  a 
•e  patience  of  the  House  while  I  deal '  composite  group  in  the  Royal  Navy,  l>ciiig 
ith  it.  It  is  not  a  matter  I  can  directly  j  partly  naval  and  partly  marine  ;  and  the 
-fer  to,  but  before  I  sit  down  I  think  ;  third  group  is  the  civil  branch,  the  medical 
ie  House  will  see  that  behind  this  ques- '  and  storekeeping  units.     Of  course  t>ta»fe 
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have  not  been  affected  by  changes  of  con- ; 
struction.  But  the  figures  of  a  Return  from  ! 
1858  to  1898  distinctly  disclose  that  the  \ 
Admiralty    during   that    period    had  no ! 
continuity   of    policy    whatever.       It   is ! 
important    to   sec    what    the    policy    of ' 
the    personnel    was    in  sailing  days  and  : 
what  it  is  now,  and  whether,  on  the  face 
of  it,  we  are  quite  right  in  the  way  we  are  ' 
dealing  with  it  now.     Between  1858  and 
1898  the  following  changes  took  place  :—  ! 
The  engineering   branches,  all  ranks,  in- 
creased 450  per  cent.,  but  the  commis- 
sioned rank  of  the  naval  engineer  branch 
had  been  reduced  by  over   12  per  cent. 
To  put  it  in  another  form,  while  in  that 
period  of  revolutionary  change,  from  sails  . 
to    machinery,    the    engineering    branch 
increased  by  over  18,000  men,  the  num- 
ber of  commissioned  officers  was  reduced 
by  126.     That  is  an  important  fact.     I  , 
turn  now  to  the  group  appropriated  to 
weapons   of   offence   and  defence.      The  ; 
naval  executive   of   all    ranks,   which   is  ' 
one    part    of    the   group,   increased    by 
43   per   cent.,    while    the    commissioned 
officers      instead      of     being     reduced, 
like  the  engineers,    have  been  increased 
by    38    per    cent.  :     and    in    the   other  ; 
portion  of  the  group   -the  marine — there 
has  been  an  increase   of  all  ranks  of  14 
per  cent.,  while  the  commissioned  officers 
have  been  reduced  by  9  per  cent.     I  need 
not  comment  upon  the  civil  branch,  except 
to  say  that  in  the  same  period  this  non- 
combatant   body   increased   by    112   per 
cent.,  or  about  eight  times  that  of  the 
combatant  marine  portion,  and  non-com- 
l>atant  commissioned  officers  of  the  civil 
branch  increased  by  5  per  cent.,  against 
a  reduction  of  9  per  cent,  in  the  marine 
portion.    But  the  really  important  thing 
to  know  would  be,  what  is   the  relative 
expenditure  upon  these  branches  ?  I  asked 
my  right  hon.  friend  to  give  a  Return  to 
the  House  showing  the  expenditure  on 
these  different  branches  of  the  personnel  of 
the    Fleet,    and    I    pointed  out  to   him 
that  the  much  abused   War    Office    did 
give    that    information  of    the   different 
groups    of   the    Army.      But    my   right 
Ron.  friend  said  it  could  not  be  done,  so 
the  Admiralty  do  not  know — or  if  they 
do  know  they  refuse  to  impart  the  infor- 
mation   to    the     House  —what     is     the 
distribution    of   the    cost    between   each 
branch  of  the  personnel  of  these  different 
group?.      This  is  what  I  think  we  ought 
to     know.       It     is     utterly    impossible 
to     extract      such       information     from 
Sir  John  Colomb. 


the  Estimates,  and  the  only  thing  that  is 
possible   is   this — to  get  out  the  average 
cost  per  head  for  pay  and  allowances  of 
commissioned    officers    of  each    branch. 
Approximated  it  is  as  follows :  engineer 
branch,  £294  per  head  per  annum  ;  execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Royal  Navy,  £283  per 
annum  ;    civil  branch,  £270  per  annum ; 
the    marine    branch,  .£211    per   annum. 
Remembering  that  we  have  changed  from 
sails  to  machinery  and  steam,  and  that  a 
vessel  is  absolutely  helpless  without  the 
most   complete   and   perfect  personnel,  it 
is   interesting   to   note  that  the  highest 
branch  of  the  naval  executive,   which  i* 
the  flag  officers'  branch,  averages  £2,700 
a  year,  and  the  average  of  the  chief  grade 
of  engineers  is  only  £800.     We  want  in 
all  these  branches  the  very  best  officers 
and  men  we  can  get,  and  to  get  them  the 
money   we  pay  and  the  attractions  we 
offer   must   have    some   relation   to  the 
money  they  can  earn  in  civil  life.    The 
technical  knowledge   in  civil  life  of  an 
engineer,      or      mechanic,      or      skilled 
artisan     commands  a   great    price,  and 
medical  officers  also  command  their  price. 
Accountants   and  storekeepers  command 
:  only  a  small  price,  while  the  commercial 
value     of    naval     and     marine    officers' 
technical  training  is  nil.     I  think  that  is 
a   matter  for   statesmen   to   consider  in 
arranging  and  dealing  with  the  question 
of   the  personnel  of    the    Fleet.     These 
figures   show   that   the  Admiralty  have 
not    fully    recognised  the   fact  that,  in 
'  order  to  get   the   best  men,  they  must 
consider  their  market  price.     I  now  come 
to  the  combative  branch,  which  is  partly 
naval  and  partly  marine.     While  masts 
I  and  sails  existed   seamanship    was  the 
!  primary    and    essential    qualification  of 
a    bluejacket,    and    by    reason    of   the 
mercantile  marine  and  the  other  navies 
of  the  world  being  also  sailing,  the 


sea- 
men   of   the   Royal   Navy   had  a  value 
realisable   in   the   market,  a   marketable 
trade.      It    is  not  so  now.     Naval  con- 
struction  has  metamorphosed  the  seaman 
1  of  1858  into  what  he  now  is  ?     We  have 
1  it  in  the  Admiralty's  own  words — I  quote 
from  an  Admiralty  letter  dated  Fehruary 
1  4th,      1898  -"  Seamanship     itself     nor 
forms  only  a  small  part  of  the  technical 
training  of  the  seamen  of  Her  Majesty* 
Fleet."     What  does  that  mean  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
IRALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  Georg»* 
'  Hanover  Square) :  Read  the  following 
;  sentences. 
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HN  COLOMB:  I  have  read 
tt  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
le  representing  the  Admiralty 
explain  it  away.  I  think  it  is  a 
krkable  sentence,  and  it  is  con- 
the  utterances  of  the  First  Lord 
imiralty  whenever  he  speaks  of 

Therefore  it  has  come  to  this 
1  masts  and  yards  went  by  the 
functions  of  the  seaman  were 
o  the  level  of  the  deck.     I  sup- 
right  hon.  friend  will  agree  to 


)SCHEN  :  Xot  as  the  hon.  and 
Biitleman  expresses  it. 

HN  COLOMB :  I  am  not  such 

of  language  as  my  right  hon. 
r  can  I  turn  phrases  in  the  way 
it  writh  all  due  respect  I  stand 
3rds  as  a  true  statement  of  fact, 
lothing  now  which  a  bluejacket 
i  to  do  which  a  marine  cannot 
id  the  proof  of  that  lies  in  the 

the  Admiralty  at  this  moment, 

lome  years,   have  been  enlisting 

direct    from    shore   to   make 

to   of,   and   to   my  own  know- 

m    have    been    enlisted    with- 

inquiry  as  to  whether  they 
n  at  the  plough  or  anything 
ousands  of  men  I  know  of  have 

enlisted  as  bluejackets  who  had 
n  in  a  boat.  Let  me  illustrate 
.  A  and  B  are  two  men  of 
rears  of  age.  A  elects  to  enlist 
ivy,  and  B  in  the  Marines, 
istment  B  will  have  a  long, 
,  and  very  special  course  of 
,nd  discipline  before  he  eniliarks 
a  ship.  When  he  embarks  he 
who  will  be  an  ordinary  seaman, 
ad  a  more  casual  training,  pick- 
hat  he  could  as  an  untrained 
lg  trained  units  in  a  ship. 

OSCHEN  :  Surely  my  hon.  and 
iend  knows  that  the  training  on 
p  is  as  close,  as  continuous,  and 
i  training  as  that  given  to  the 


>HN  COLOMB:  That  does  not 
position.  The  difference  between 
is  simply  the  difference  between 
ing  given  to  each.  I  think 
t  hon.  friend  will  admit 
Pbuld  he  explain  to  the 
rhat     the     marines  arc    elabo- 
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•  lately    trained  to  do  1      It    would   l>c 
'  letter     than    telling    us    about     canvas 
shoes   and   the   sizes   of    the   men.      In 
|  1858  the  seamen  never  served  on  shore, 
i  whereas   the    marine,  according    to    the 
!  principles  which    have  always  governed 
I  that   branch  since   its  establishment  two 
hundred  years  before,  spent  the  larger  part 
of  his   time  on   shore.     Now   both   the 
i  seaman  and  the  marine  are   trained  on 
|  shore,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  pick  of 
our  seamen  are  on  shore  and  the  pick  of 
our  marines  are  afloat.     My  right  hon. 
friend  may  say  that  that  was  because  of 
the  increase  in  the  Fleet,  but  if  the  pro- 
portion of  marines  to  seamen  had  been  kept 
up   that    would    not   have   occurred.     I 
•maintain  it  is  the  deliberate  policy  of  the 
Admiralty  that  seamen  should  be  largely 
|  trained  on  shore. 

'      Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Oh,  no  ! 

i  *Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  Then  how  does 
■  my  right  hon.  friend  account  for  the 
;  accommodation  provided  in  the  naval 
,  lmrracks  and  coastguard  stations  1  I 
find  that  accommodation  is,  roughly, 
|  provided  for  18,000  seamen  and  only 
.  7,000  marines,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
;  blinking  it ;  it  is  the  deliberate  policy 
|  of  the  Admiralty  that  in  future  there 
!  shall  be  two  and  a-half  naval  units  to 
j  one  marine  unit  on  shore. 

|  Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
I  The  Admiralty  has  no  such  deliberate 
I  policy. 

|    *Sir  JOHN  COL9MB:  I  am  quoting 

.  the  figures  of  my  right  hon.  friend  him- 
self. Am  I  right  or  not  in  stating  that 
the     naval     barracks     and     coastguard 

J  stations  have  accommodation  for  18,000 

I  bluejackets  ? 

i  Mr.  GOSCHEN:  In  the  ordinary 
1  course  of  administration  a  certain  number 
:  of  seamen  coming  home  from  foreign 
!  stations  must  be  accommodated  in  those 
1  barracks,  as  must  also  recruits,  but  we  by 
!  no  means  wish  to  keep  our  seamen  longer 
j  on  shore  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  A 
1  large  number  of  men  have  to  go  to  Whale 
,  Island  to  learn  gunnery,  but  it  is  prepos- 
!  terous  to  call  that  a  policy  of  keeping  our 
sailors  on  shore. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  I  am  not 
accusing  the  Admiralty  of  an  arbitrary 
policy.     I  am  only  illustrating  the  altera- 
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tions  in  bluejackets'  training  caused  by 
the  different  construction  of  ships.  My 
right  hon.  friend  has,  I  think,  given  the 
case  away.  He  says  that  bluejacket 
recruits  must  be  sent  to  the  barracks. 

Mil.  GOSCHEN  :  Until  they  go  to  sea. 

*Sm  JOHN  COLOMB :  Yes,  and  the 
marines  are  also  sent  to  barracks  until 
they  go  to  sea  ;  and  seamen  are  sent  to 
Whale  Island  to  learn  gunnery,  just  as 
marine  artillerymen  go  to  Eastney  to 
learn  gunnery.  I  think  the  House 
and  the  country  will  see,  no  matter 
what  officialism  may  say,  the  broad  fact 
is  that  the  marines  and  the  seamen 
have  been  necessarily  assimilated.  If  the 
naval  barracks  and  coastguard  stations, 
accommodating  18,000  naval  units, 
were  built  to  remain  empty,  then, 
of  course,  my  argument  falls  to  the 
ground  :  but  if  they  were  built  to 
be  full,  the  House  will  see  that 
I  am  perfectly  right.  I  have  served  on  a 
rigged  ship,  and,  parodying  Carlylo 
about  the  naked  Duke  of  Windlestraw, 
I  think  if  Nelson  and  St.  Vincent  could 
see  a  modern  man-of-war  in  action,  with 
the  crews  stark  naked,  they  could  not  tell 
the  marines  from  the  seamen.  But  the  real 
point  is,  what  is  the  proportion  between 
marines  and  seamen  in  the  combative 
branch  of  the  Navy  ?  In  1858  it  was 
56*4  marines  to  every  100  executive  sea- 
men, in  1878  61*9  marines,  and  last  year 
49*1  marines  to  every  100  executive 
seamen,  so  that  in  twenty  years  the 
proportion  of  marines  has  fallen  by 
over  12  per  cent.  The  reason  why  I 
emphasise  these  facts  is  that  the  marine, 
including  the  marine  artillery  gunner, 
is  less  expensive  than  the  seaman.  If  the 
figures  are  examined  it  will  be  seen  that 
while  marines  and  seamen  have  approxi- 
mated and  assimilated,  the  policy  of  the 
Admiralty  has  been  to  reduce  the  cheaper 
marine  element,  and  to  increase  the  more 
expensive  element — the  seaman  element. 
The  First  Lord  gave  some  very  interest- 
ing figures  last  night  about  the  personnel 
of  the  Navy.  He  made  out  that  there 
were  150,000,  including  active  and 
reserve  forces,  but  he  did  not  tell 
us  what  was  the  number  in  each  branch. 
I  want  to  deal  a  little  closer  with 
the  marine  element  of  the  personnel. 
This  150,000  exceeds  by  more  than 
30,000  the  whole  personnel  of  the  Fleet 
in  the  year  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  and 
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it  exceeds  by  10,000  the  highest  point  to 
which  the   personnel  of   the   Navy    ever 
reached,   namely    in  1813,    when    it  in- 
cluded 31,400  marines.     Now  we  have 
less  than  20,000  marines.    But  in  the  year 
of  Trafalgar  a  quarter  of  the  personnel  of 
the    Fleet    was    marines,   and    in    1813 
one-third,  and  in  those   days  there  was 
no  reserve  behind  the  Fleet,  except  the 
marines  on  shore.     Now,  taking  the  First 
LoixTs  statement  last  night,  and  deducting 
30,000  for  the  engineering  branch,  we  get 
120,000  active  and  reserve  units  repre- 
senting   the    total    combative  and  civil 
branches.     But  the  proportion  of  marines 
to  bluejackets,  in  a  fleet  in  which  masts 
and  sails  have  gone  by  the  board,  is  now 
only  a  sixth,  or  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent., 
while  the  proportion  of  seamen  is  50  per 
cent,     more      than     in     sailing    days. 
We    want    to   know   why   that    is  so: 
Why  has    the    abolition   of    masts  and 
yards    increased   the   necessity  for  sea- 
men and  diminished   the    necessity  for 
marines  1      We   want   to   be  told  why 
the  increase   proposed  this   year  in  the 
combative  portion  of  the  personnel  is  more 
than  ten  times  as  many  seamen  as  marines 
in  these  days  of  mastless  ships,  and  why 
seamen   gunners  are  about  38  per  cent 
more  than  the  marine  gunners.     We  want 
to  know  why  the  pick  of  the  seamen  are  on 
shore  and  why  the  pick  of  the  marines 
arc  at  sea,  and  why  we  have  abandoned 
the  old  historic  policy  of  a  large  standing 
force  of  marines  on  shore  as  the  real 
reserve  of  the  Fleet  ?      Why  have  we 
departed  from  the  old  principle  that  the 
seaman's  place  ought  to  be  always  on  the 
sea,  and  that  a  marine's  place  is  at  sea 
when    wanted  there,  and    on  shore  in 
reserve    when    not  actually   wanted  at 
sea  ?     The   year  1858  was  the  parting 
of    the    ways    between    the    old  order 
of  fleets    and    the    new,  and    a  Koyal 
Commission  was    appointed    to   inquire 
into   the  question.     I  remember  it  well 
Steam  struck  the  naval  officers  of  that 
day  very   much  as   Christianity  struck 
the    Ephesians,    and    the   Naval  Lori* 
played    the  part   of    Demetrius.     They 
thought  they  sawT  in  steam  that  their  "craft 
was  in  danger  of  l>eing   set  at  naught, 
so  this  House  acted  the  part  of  the  town 
clerk    and    appointed    a    committee  of 
inquiry,  and  that  committee  of  inquiry 
resulted  in  the  Royal  Commission  on  th* 
Manning  of   the   Fleet.      Most  of  the 
witnesses  examined  were  naval  officers, 
but  the  most  important   witness  of » 
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was  Sir  James  Graham,  who  had  been 
twice   First    Lord     of     the     Admiralty, 
once    in    peace    and    again    during   the 
Crimean   War — a    man    of    unique    ex- 
perience and  great  grasp  of  naval  policy. 
What   did   he   tell   that   Commission   in 
regard  to  steam  ?     He  stated  he  looked 
on    marines    as  "two-handed    men    of 
superior  value,  certainly  only  second  to 
able  seamen."     Having  mentioned  he  had 
increased  their  number,  and  "  saw  with 
great  pain    their    recent    decrease,"    he 
declared   he    "would    like    to    see    the 
marines,  as  a  reserve,  increased  to  20,000, 
and    under  no   circumstances    reduced." 
*His  pob'ey  was  to  quarter  them  at  the  sea- 
ports, and   that    the    Admiralty   should  j 
"  work  them  round  at  sea,"  being  with- 1 
drawn  from  the  shore,  and  *'  sent  afloat,  ; 
so  that  by  roster,  which  might  easily  be 
arranged,  they  should  all  be  worked  round  j 
in  the  space  of  five  years."     Now,  we  had  j 
very  few   ships  in  those  days,  and  that 
policy    would     have    been    much    more 
difficult  to  work  then  than  now,  when  we  | 
have  two  ships  afloat  for  every  one  before. 
On    that   Commission    was   the   greatest 
authority  upon  the  mercantile  marine  of  I 
that  day — Mr.  W.  Lindsay,  who  entirely  I 
agreed  with  Sir  James  Graham  ;  but  the  | 
Naval  Lords  prevailed,  and  discussed  almost  j 
everything  appertaining  to  the  Fleet  ex- 
cept steam.      In  the  Keport  which  they 
presented,  the  word  "  steam  "  was  never 
mentioned ;  and  they  repudiated  the  use  of 
steam  altogether.      Well,  what  did  Mr. 
Lindsay  do  ?      He  flatly  refused  to  sign 
the  Report.  He  pointed  out  in  his  protest 
that    "the    introduction   of    steam    had 
entirely    changed   the    mode    in    which 
naval  warfare  would  in  future  be  con- 
ducted " ;  and  he  finished  up  a  masterly 
State   paper   by   showing  the   necessary 
decline   of  the  old  bluejacket    and    the 
coming  of  the  marine  gunner.    His  closing 
words  were  remarkable  and  prophetic — 

"  As  a  subject  of  this  great  Empire,  and  as  a 
< 'on uniwsioner  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
manning  of  the  Navy,  I  cannot  be  satisfied 
with  a  Keport  which  is  superficial  only,  and 
which  does  not  either  directly  recommend  or 
call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  very  com- 
prehensive changes  in  many  branches  of  Her 
Majesty  h  services." 

Well,  despite  changes  since  then, 
there  has  not  been  a  recognition  of 
the  influence  of  all  these  mechanical  ad- 
vances in  steam  on  the  personnel,  but  a 
long  struggle  at  the  Admiralty  to  stand 
hy    the    traditions    of  a    sailing    fleet, 


and  squeeze  them  in  the  form  of  sea- 
men, somehow  or  other,  into  a  steam 
fleet.  The  result  is  that  it  is  the 
marines  and  not  the  seamen  who 
have  been  thrown  overboard  with  the 
mast  and  yards.  Had  the  unique  ex- 
perience of  Sir  James  Graham  as  Naval 
Administrator  prevailed,  and  had  Mr. 
Lindsay's  businesslike,  practical  knowledge 
guided  our  policy  then,  what  would  have 
been  the  case  now  1  We  would  have  all 
our  naval  stations  and  coaling  places  garri- 
soned by  marine  forces  as  a  great  standing 
and  ever  ready  reserve  for  the  Navy, 
trained  in  rotation  at  sea  ;  and  you  would 
not  have  had  your  army  broken  up  and 
its  mobility  paralysed  as  it  had  been,  by 
doing  work  it  ought  not  properly  to  do. 
The  marine  organisation  is  the  true  key 
to  the  question  of  colonial  reserves  ready 
for  service  afloat  and  ashore,  to  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  referred,  and  about 
which  he,  as  well  as  I,  see  great  difficulties. 
The  true  solution  of  the  problem  of  a 
consolidated  Empire  is  that  its  safety 
depends  on  a  strong  fleet  and  a  strong 
mobile  army.  There  are  certain  duties 
which  lie  between  the  Fleet  and  the 
Army.  In  an  Empire  like  ours, 
which  is  mostly  water,  there  is  an 
intermediate  place  between  a  mobile 
army  and  the  fleet  that  must  be 
provided  for  by  an  amphibious  force. 
Now,  is  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty 
to  go  on  piling  up  expenses  for 
seamen,  when  the  seamen's  trade  is  done 
for,  and  reducing  the  proportion  of  the 
marines  1  Is  it  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  turn  the  Navy  into  an  amphi- 
bious force  ?  I  have  dealt  only  with  the 
broad  aspects  of  this  question,  and  from 
the  high  level  of  principle.  What  is 
happening  is  very  serious.  What  is 
being  done  at  the  Admiralty  is  to 
waste  a  magnificent  force.  My  present 
point  is  to  secure  economy  and  effi- 
ciency in  the  Services  of  the  Empire,  and 
therefore  I  hope  the  House  will  forgive 
me  for  having  trespassed  on  its  attention 
so  long.  I  am  not  advocating  the 
interests  of  the  marines  against  those  of 
seamen ;  but  what  I  want  is  that  which 
shall  be  best  and  most  reasonable  for 
economy  and  the  efficiency  of  the  Fleet. 
In  this  matter  of  personnel  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  Admiralty  is  pursuing 
a  policy  that  is  either  economical  or 
efficient.  This  is  certainly  to  be  said,  that 
the  time  has  come  for  really  considering 
whether,  if  the  present  policy  is  to  go  on, 
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the  marines  should  not  be  al>olished  as  a 
naval  force  altogether,  and  so  release  them 
for  Army  service.  That  is  a  policy  I  should 
regret,  and  I  think  it  would  l>e  wrong  ; 
but  you  cannot  go  on  piling  up  un- 
necessary expense  on  one  branch  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Fleet  simply  localise  the 
Admiralty  Lords  are  too  tenaciously 
clinging  to  old  traditions  of  sailing  days. 

♦Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :    I  do  not    willingly  intervene 
in  Naval  debates  in  this  House,  for  though 
I  happen  to  be  the  representative  of  one 
of  the  most  inland  towns  in  the  kingdom, 
I  am  to  a  certain  extent  a  dockyard  repre- 
sentative. My  constituency  is  the  greatest 
centre  of  production  of  armour-plates  in  the 
world.     It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  desire 
-to  refer  to  a  matter  raised  on  the  previous 
night  as  to  the  capacity  of  this  country  to 
produce  materials  for  building  our  great 
ships  of  war.     It  may  be  that  in  the  past 
financial     year,     that      is,     in      1898-9, 
•owing   to   transitory   causes,  to  changes 
in     the     processes,     and    to     industrial 
•difficulties,    there   may  have   been   some 
temporary     disturbance     in     the    pro- 
ducing  power    in    the    great    industrial 
centre  which  I   represent ;   but  I  doubt 
whether  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
is  entitled  to  plead  these  disturbing  causes  . 
to  the  full  extent  he  has  urged  before  the  ■ 
House  on  the  present  occasion.     I  fully 
concur   with  the   view  of  the   heads  of  ' 
.those    great    firms   in    my   constituency 
who    have,     asked     me     to     put    their 
view   before   the   House — that   given    a  ! 
.certain  guarantee  of  continuity  of  policy,  ! 
they  were  prepared  to  do  all  that  their 
.country  required  of  them  in  regard  to  the 
materials  they  had  to  supply  for  naval 
•construction.    Well,  those  assurances  were 
given  to  the  First  Lord  last  year,  and  I 
doubt  not  that  in  any  correspondence  that 
has  ensued  since  they  have   been   more 
than  confirmed.     I  see  no  reason  why  we  1 
should  not  accept  that  statement  to  the 
fullest   extent;   but   it   does    make    one 
uneasy  when  we  are  told  again  this  pro- 
ducing capacity  has  touched  its  further- 
most limits,  and  that  that  state  of  things 
interferes  with  the  strength  of  the  Navy  i 
and  the  resources  of  the   country  as   a  ' 
whole.     Since  yesterday's  debate  I  have 
commuiricatcd    with    those  great    firms, 
and   therefore   I    am    in   a  position    to 
state  that,  so   far  as   the  future,  at  all  \ 
events,  is  concerned,  there  ought  not  to  ! 
lie  any   uneasiness  or  any  relaxation   of  | 

Sir  John  Colomh. 


1244 

j  vigour  or  energy  as  to  naval  construction 
on  the   part  of  this  country.     One  firm 
says  that  given  continuity  of  orders  over 
a  term  of  years  to  encourage   them  to 
spend  money  on  new  plant,  they  are  pre- 
!  pared  to  supply  armour  plates  to  any  ex- 
!  tent.  They  say  they  have  not  been  behind 
I  time  with  any  deliveries  within  the  past 
;  twelve  months.    Indeed,  the  plates  for  the 
;  last  two  ships  were  ready  before  they  were 
j  required  ;  but  "  with  what  we  have  now 
!  on  hand,  and   with  our  share  of  the  re- 
I  quirements  for  the  new  programme,   we 
|  calculated  that  we  shall  have  no  armour 
|  plates   to   make  for    home   consumption 
after  June   next  year."    Another  firm, 
I  which  claims  to  speak  on  behalf  of  all 
the  firms,  writes— 

"We  have  read  the  debate  of  last  nijjfht. 

1  We  have  spent  immense  sums  of  money 
recently  in  respect  to  our  capacity  for  our 
armour-plate  production,  and  we  can  state, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  we  are 
able  to  undertake  to  meet  any  possible  re- 
quirements for  the  British  service.  Indeed 
[they  say]  Sheffield  can  do  more  than  may  lie 

:  required,  and  we  cannot  understand  any  ques- 
tion bein<r  raised  hy  anyone  as  to  prompt 
supply  of  armour-plates  *  on  Her  Majesty? 
ships." 

I  noticed  with  great  satisfaction  that 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  showed 
in  his  speech  last  night  that  the 
Government  itself  was  disinclined  to 
undertake  to  manufacture  its  own 
armour  plates.  The  House  would  not  1* 
in  a  position  to  consider  whether  the 
Government  ought  to  undertake  such  a 
task  as  that  without  having  before  it  the 
important  piece  of  evidence  which  I  have 
taken  leave  to  submit. 

*SiR  FORTESCUEFLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley)  said  he  was  rather  disap- 
pointed that  the  lion,  and  gallant  Member 
for  Great  Yarmouth  in  the  course  of  hi* 
speech  said  not  a  word  of  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  present  splendid  state  of  the 
Navy,  or  the  efforts  which  had  ltfMi 
made  by  the  existing  administration 
towards  attaining  that  end.  He  desired  to 
associate  himself  with  the  compliments 
paid  by  previous  speakers  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  to  the  existing  state  of 
the  Navy.  He  would  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  presence  of  the  First  Lord  at 
the  head  of  naval  affairs,  along  with 
the  organisation  of  the  Admiralty  Board, 
go  far  to  give  that  sense  of  security  and 
confidence  which  the  country  and  tte 
House  enjoyed  as  regards  Her  Majesty* 
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The  standard   of   efficiency  and  f  only  in  the  press,  but  in  another  place  ; 

laid  down  ten  or  twelve  years  |  and  he  would  like,  from  his  humble  seat 
id  accepted  ever  since,  was  that  the  ;  in  that  House,  to  re-«cho  the  words  of  the 

Navy  should  be  equal  to  any  two  '  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that  there  was 
i  navies  combined  against  it.  The  j  no  need  for  anything  in  the  nature  of 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member   for  the  j  mobilisation  or  panic  in  our  preparations 

of  Dean  wanted  to  go  a  step  to  call  the  attention  of  the  world  to  what 
r,  and  suggested  that  our  naval !  we  are  doing,  as  suggested  b\*  Lord  Rose- 
ations  should  be  such  that  we  j  bery.  The  printed  statement  issued  to 
meet  the  combined  fleets  of  three  i  the  House  by  the  First  Lord  showed  that 
3.  The  duty  of  the  House  at  the  there  were  348  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  in 
t  time,   as   he   conceived    it,    was  '  commission  on  the  first  day  of  the  present 

0  enter     into    mere     details    of  |  year ;   and    the   mere    mobilisation    and 
administration,    but    to     inquire,  j  patrolling  of  the  Channel  by  the  mobi- 

entering  into  Committee  on  the  1  lised  fleet  would  not  add  one  iota  to  our 
ttes,  whether  the  proposals  of  the  •  strength ;  while  it  might  be  regarded  as 
alty  were  such  as  to  ensure  that  ,  a  demonstration  of  a  provocative  charac- 
3r  five  years  hence  our  Fleet  ter,  and  have  the  contrary  effect  to  that 
be  in  the  same  condition  .  which  the  noble  Lord  desired.  What  we 
nparative  superiority  that  it  was  j  should  do  was  to  persevere  with  those 
the  present  time.  The  right  hon.  ;  fundamental  preparations  in  ships  and  men 
:manhad  referred  very  clearly  to  the  which  could  only  be  accomplished  in  times 
at  GemianyTiad  practically  accepted  j  of  peace.  There  was  one  alarming  state- 
ramrae  of  a  far-reaching  character.  .  ment  in  the  speech   of   the   First  Lord, 

true,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  namely,  that  we  had  failed  to  spend  upon 
hat  sixteen  years  must  elapse  before  j  shipbuilding  the  amount  voted  a  year  ago 
rogramme  was  accomplished  ;  but  in  i  by  this  House,  and  that  that  failure  was 
lean  time  the  expenditure  of  Ger-  ]  due  to  the  short  supply  of  armour  and 
upon  naval  preparations  was  three  ;  propelling  machinery.  He  would  ask  the 
half  millions  annually,  and  it  was  ■  House  to  go  back  farther  than  last  year, 
led    that  that    annual    expenditure  *  He  found  that  in  1897  there  was  a  similar 

1  he  trebled,  and  that  nine  and  a  failure  to  the  extent  of  £804,000,  and  in 
nillions  should  be  spent  annually.  1898  a  similar  failure  to  the  extent  of 
ight  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  i  £2,139,000;  or  for  the  three  years  1897- 
litheroe  Division  had  spoken  with  ,'  98-99  four  and  a  half  millions  voted  by 

lucidity  upon  the   naval   prepara-  ;  this  House    for   the   purpose    of     naval 

of  France,  but  he  (Sir  Fortescue  ;  preparations  were  not  spent  by  the  Admi- 
ery)  respectfully  demurred  to  the  !  ralty  owing  to  circumstances  over  which, 
Btion  that  France  had  practically  j  they  allege,  they  had  no  control.  Now, 
up  the  idea  of  competing  with  this  there  is  a  suggestion  underlying  the 
ry.  It  woufd  be  found  that  there  i  printed  statement,  that  the  Admiralty 
standing  expenditure  of  four  millions,  I  would  have  built  a  larger  number  of  ships 
nder  what  corresponded  to  our  own  but  that  they  found  it  a  physical  impossi- 
Defence  Act,  an  expenditure  of  !  bility  to  do  so  ;  and  the  speech  of  the 
y-eight  and  a  half  millions,  extend- !  right  hon.  Gentleman  distinctly  elaborated 
rer  seven  years.  It  was  impossible,  •  that  idea,  and  that  that  was  the  reason 
ore,  to  say  that  France  was  not  in  the  !  why  he  did  not  lay  larger  Estimates  on 
active  competition  with  us  in  her  j  the  Table  of  the  House.  With  great 
preparations.  There  was  one  general  '  deference  and  great  respect  he  would 
,  on  which  the  House  would  insist l.  venture  to  altogether  deny  that  allegation, 
ling  with  naval  preparations,  and  that '  He  had  had  many  years  experience  in 
latthe  recent  great  military  expendi-  connection  with  the  shipping  industries  of 
aust  not  be  allowed  to  reduce  the  the  country,  and  he  assured  the  First 
diture'  on  the  Fleet ;  but,  on  the  '  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that  as  regarded 
iry,  on  account  of  recent  niili-  ,  propelling  machinery  there  were  many 
events  and  the  danger  of  foreign  '  workshops  now  engaged  upon  the  con- 
ications,    the    expenditure    on   our    struction  of  propelling  machinery  for  the 

preparations  ought  rather  to  be  mercantile  marine  which  would,  if  a  little 
•sed.     Reference  had   alrcad}r  been  '  encouragement  were  given  them,  willingly 

to  an  outcry  for  mobilisation,  not    lay  themselves  out  to  supply  propelling 
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machinery  for  Her  Majesty's  Fleet.     He 
would  not  say  that  it  would  be  accom 
plished  without  some  preparation,  but  he 
believed  that  at  the  end  of  three  years  of 
short  production— 1897-98-99  —the  First 
Lord  should  have  been  able  to  obtain  all  the 
machinery    he   required.     He   suggested 
that  a  certain  number  of  orders  should  be 
distributed    amongst   the  various   firms, 
and   then   by    the    automatic    operation 
of  competition  in   trade  the  facilities  of 
production   would  be   so   increased   that 
there  would  not  be  any  necessity  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  curtail  his  ship- 
building programme.     This  country  had 
by  far  the  largest  power  of  building  ships, 
and  it  was  humiliating  that  the  Admiralty 
should  say  they  were  unable  to  propose 
Estimates  of  a  sufficiently  large  character — 
although  they  admit  that  they  should  be 
larger — because  of  an  inability  to  get  the 
work  done.     A  matter  had  been  referred 
to  by  the    Member  for  Gateshead  upon 
which  he  would  like  to  say  a  few  words — 
the  storage  of   fuel  on  foreign  stations. 
Everybody  was  agreed  that  coal  deterio- 
rated very  rapidly  when  exposed  to  the 
atmosphere,    especially   in   hot   climates. 
Liquid     fuel     was     under     those     cir- 
cumstances    a    great     advantage.      The 
new    fuel    had  made  great     strides    in 
the  mercantile  marine,  the   experiments 
made  with  regard  to  it  had  been  a  com- 
plete success,  and,  indeed,  a  large  number 
of   ships    were    now   on   their   ordinary 
voyages  using  liquid  fuel  with  satisfaction 
and  success.      There  was,    he    thought, 
great      necessity      for     the     Admiralty 
to  push   on  their   investigations   regard- 
ing    liquid      fuel,     or     otherwise     the 
British    Navy     would    find     itself     left 
behind  in  the  race  in  that  respect.     The 
hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  had  with  his 
accustomed     vigour,  and    with,   he   had 
almost  said,    his  accustomed  lack  of  dis- 
cretion, raised  the  subject  of  water-tube 
boilers,  in  which  he  agreed  very  largely. 
In  his  printed  statement  the  right  non. 
Gentleman  had  stated  that  the  new  boilers 
had  been  placed  in  old  ships  with  excel- 
lent  results.     What  he  and  others  had, 
on   previous  occasions,  asked  the  Admi- 
ralty, however,  was  whether  they  would 
sena  one  of  the  large  cruisers  and  battle- 
ships fitted  with  water-tube  boilers,  upon 
whose  endurance  the  fate  of  the  country 
might  one  day  depend,  upon  a  long  ocean 
voyage  at  full  speed,  and  he  now  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  state  what 
was   the  longest  distance   at  full   speed 
Sir  Fortescue  Flannery. 


which  any  vessel  of  Her  Majesty' 

fitted   with  the  new  type   of  hoi 

accomplished.     It  was  a  crucial  qt 

it    was    a    question    of    actual    p: 

Some    vessels    with    water-tube 

were      now     on     the     coast     of 

Africa,  one   of  which  came  from 

At  what  speed  did  those  vessels 

Did     they    go    at    full     speed,    \ 

so,    what   was  the  consumption  o 

and    was    there    any   trouble    wit 

boilers      at      high      speed  ?       H< 

j  asked  on  the  previous  evening  w 

I  it  was    the    intention   of  the  Adr, 

I  to  fit  the  new  ships   which  were 

built  with  the  old  or  new  type  of  boih 

I  the  answer  was  that  the  question  u 

j  yet   settled.     It   was    therefore    f 

j  assume   that  the   right   hon.   Gen 

I  had    as  yet  come  to  no  determinal 

,  the  subject.     He  was  of  opinion  th 

|  time  had  come  to  take  this  matte 

!  serious  consideration,  and  unless  tl 

miralty  could  justify  their  belief  tl 

water-tube  boilers  were  safe  and  en( 

i  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  rel 

j  vote  the  Estimates  for  them.     Noi 

j  was  it  a  question  of  endurance,  but 

|  was  also  the  question  of  the  saving  c 

It  was  a  question  which  went  to  th 

of  the  efficiency  of  the  British  Nay 

therefore  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

to  satisfy  the  House  on  these  point*. 

First  Lord  had  spoken  in  deservedl; 

terms  of  congratulation  of  the  suo 

the  transport  system  ;  181  transpor 

been  concerned  in  this  war  and  had  ( 

the  troops  practically  without  an  ac 

i  and   without   the   loss   of   a  single 

But  not  one  of  those  181   transpor! 

fitted  with  boilers  of  the  new  type. 

Mr.  ALLAN  (Gateshead) :  Hear, 

j    *Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 

!  important  matter  not  mentioned 

1  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  quesi 

1  the  new  gun  mountings  which  were 

!  designed.      Everyone  was  aware  \ 

effect  which  our  naval  guns  had  I 

j  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  ho 

'  position  at  Ladysmith  had  been  sa1 

j  them.      He  desired  to  know  wheth 

j  new  gun  mounts  were   such    that 

I  could  not  only  be  used  on  shipboai 

could  also  be  adapted  for  service  oi 

He  would  also  ask  that  there  shoi 

a  special  House  of  Commons  day 

year,  when  hon.  Members  who  so  c 

could  go  over  the  dockyards.     Man 
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Gentlemen   would  remember  how   much 
instruction    was    obtained    through    the 
recent  visit  to  the  Portsmouth  dockyard. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  good- 
ness of  heart  could  see  his  way  to  give 
facilities  on  a  special  day  for  those  hon.  ' 
Gentlemen  who  wished  to  acquaint  them-  j 
selves  with  these   important  matters  of 
naval  administration  to  visit   the  dock- 1 
yards,  many  hon.   Members  would  avail 
themselves   of   the   privilege.      The  last  = 
point  with  which  he  would  trouble  the  ! 
House  was  the  question  of  the  engineers,  j 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  speech  ' 
delivered   on   the  previous   evening  had 
described  a  modern  man-of-war  as  a  box 
of  complicated  machinery  with  every  kind 
of  engine  involved.     He    had  also   said 
that     in     the     opinion     of     the     naval 
advisers  of  the  Admiralty  Board  the  sail- 
ing training  squadron  was  doomed.  Taking 
those  two  points  in  conjunction,  he  pointed 
out  that  every  year  the  position  of  engineers 
aboard  ships  of  war  was  becoming  more 
aud  more   important.     No  one  realised 
more  fully  than  the  First  Lord  that  a 
modern    man-of-war    was    one    complex 
mass  of    involved   machinery.      If   that 
were  so,  was  it  not  of  national  importance 
that  the  very  best  engineers  should  be 
•attracted  to  the  service,  and  induced  to 
remain  in  it  until  the  age  of  compulsory 
retirement  ?  It  was  extremely  satisfactory 
that  the  quiet  discontent  of  the  engineers 
of  the  Elect,  as  reflected  in  many  debates, 
had  led  to  some  reforms.      Every  one  of 
the  reforms  indicated  by  the  First  Lord 
wag  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  he 
*poke  with  knowledge  when  he  said  the 
reforms,    so    far    as    they    went,    were 
received  with  extreme  satisfaction  by  the 
•engineers.      But  would  the  reforms  be 
-regarded  as  sufficient  by  the  engineers ; 
"Mrould  they  attract  the  very  best  men  to 
the  service  ?     In  his  opinion  they  did  not 
-extend  as  far  as  they  ought  to  go,  and  as 
Us  as  they  must  go  in  the  near  future. 
A  Committee    consisting  of    two   naval 
executive  officers  and  the  Secretary  to 
*be   Admiralty    had    inquired  into  the 
position  of  the  engineers.     He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
Committee    and    the  Report   would    be 
.published  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (x\Ir.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
No. 

*Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said 
-he  also  desired  to    know  whether  the 


Committee  recommended  that  a  separate 
corps  should  be  formed  for  engineers  with 
executive  rank?     Until  that  took  place 
we  should  not  have  the  best  engineers  in 
the  Navy.     There  was  some  idea  that  the 
engineers  wanted  an  increase  of  pay,  but 
that  was  not  so.     They  did  not  expect  or 
require  any  increase  of  pay.     What  they 
wanted  were  proper  facilities  for  carrying 
out  their  duties  and  proper  authority  over 
the  men  who  were  supposed  to  be  under 
their  command.     The  deficiency  of  which 
they  complained  was  a  deficiency  in  rank> 
and   that  had  been  oidy  partially  made 
good  by  the  new  proposals  of  the  First 
Lord.     Knowing  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
Admiralty  to  bring  mercantile  engineers 
into    the    ranks   of    the     Royal    Naval 
Reserve,    he     was     surprised    that    no 
attempt    had    been    made   to   let   these 
engineers  have  the  same  opportunity  of 
going  to  sea  in  Her  Majesty's  ships,  with 
a  view  of  qualifying  themselves  in  all  the 
various  details  of  the  machinery,  as  thedeck 
officers  of  the   Royal  Naval  Reserve  had. 
That  was  a  reform  which  he  believed  would 
have  the  effect  of  raising  the  number  of 
engineers  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve.  If 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman    would    re- 
establish the  system  which  was  formerly 
in    vogue,     by     which     superintendent 
engineers  of  mercantile  companies  had  con- 
ferred upon  them  commissions  as  honorary 
chief    engineers,    he   would  do   much  to 
encourage   employers    who   had   control 
over   very  large   bodies   of  most  skilful 
mercantile  engineers  to  get  their  men  to 
volunteer  for  the  engineering  branch  of 
the   Royal   Naval  Reserve.      There   was 
also  the  important  and  crucial  question  of 
giving  the  engineer  executive  rank.     The 
engineer  was   not  an   officer  at  all ;  he 
was  a  mere  naval  Uitlander  amongst  the 
officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Fleet.     He  was 
given  a  commission,  a  sword,  and  a  uni- 
form, but  not  the    real  attribute  of  an 
officer — namely,     authority    over     those 
whom    he    was     supposed     to     control. 
Would  it   l>e  believed  that  the   stokers, 
who    were    supposed    to   be    under  the 
control    of    the    engineer    officers,  were 
trained      in      fighting     drill     by      the 
executive    officers,    while    the    engineer 
officer  (under  whose  control  they  were 
supposed  to  be)  might  associate  with  the 
chaplain,  the  doctor,  and  the  paymaster  1 
What  authority  could  an  engineer  officer 
have  over  the  stokers  under  such  circum- 
stances 1    The  engineer  officer  was  made 
responsible  for  the   behaviour  of  some- 
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times  half,  sometimes  a  third  of  the  ship's 
company,  and  yet  they  declined  to  give 
him  executive  authority  over  them.  The 
engineer  officer  could  not  administer  the 
smallest  punishment  without  going  to 
the  executive  officer  on  deck  like  a 
schoolboy  carrying  tides  to  his  master. 
The  Committee  to  which  he  had  referred 
in  making  the  recommendation  that 
executive  authority  should  be  given  to 
engineer  officers  only  repeated  what  was 
done  by  a  former  Committee  ten  or 
twelve  years  ago.  This  reform  would 
come  in  the  days  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
prejudiced  as  he  was  on  the  question,  and 
would  add  substantially  to  the  real  effici- 
ency of  the  Fleet,  which,  whatever  its 
minor  defects,  was  the  organisation  of  the 
finest  fighting  maritime  force  the  world 
had  ever  seen,  and  of  which  the  House 
and  the  country  were  alike  justly  proud. 

Mu.EDMUNDROBERTSON  (Dundee): 
The  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  is  one  of  the  greatest  i 
importance,  and  I  do  not  disguise  from  my- , 
self  that  the    instalment   of  reform  now  j 
promised  by  the  Admiralty  is  not  likely  to  ; 
allay  the  agitation  that  has  existed  so  long  \ 
in  connection  wTith  this  question.    We  shall  j 
have  the  demands  of  the  engineer  officers  | 
put  forward  in  their  original  form,  if  not  I 
in  a  stronger  form.     1  do  not  see,  first  of  I 
all,  why  an  inquiry  of  a  wider  and  more  ! 
public   character   than    that    which    has 
taken  place  should  not  be  made  into  the 
demands  of  the  engineer  officers.     I  do 
not  see  why  this  House  should  not  have 
the  opportunity,  by  means  of  a  Committee 
of   its   own,  of   investigating   the   whole 
question.     At    all    events — and    this    is 
my  second   suggestion — I   do   think  the  I 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  should  pro- 
vide us  with   some  information  about  the  | 
very   remarkable   experiment   which  has 
been  made  in    the  United  States.     As  I 
understand   it,  a   year   ago   an   Act  was 
passed  by  Congress  by  which  most  sweep- 
ing  changes   were   made    in    this    very 
matter.     The  experiment  is  now  about  a 
year   old,  and  I  suppose  the  information 
iit  the  disposal  of  the  Admiralty  would 
enable  them  to  say  what  the  result  has 
been.     The    only    other    subject    which 
induced  me  to  rise  is  the  question  of  the 
alleged  failure  of  output  on  the  part  of 
the  contractors.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  has   made   statements   both   in  his 
printed  paper  and  in   his  speech  which 
have    been    commented    on   with  much 
Sir  Fmiescue  Flannenj. 


severity  by  many  Memlwrs  who  have 
spoken.  "When  1  first  read  the  state- 
ment, 1  thought  there  was  some  false 
economy  in  it,  and  that,  provided  the 
demand  existed,  there  could  be  no  reason- 
able doubt  the  supply  would  be  afforded 
We  now  hear  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hallam,  and  others,  that  the  deficiency  in 
output  does  not  exist.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
give  us  further  information.  1  did  not 
clearly  gather  from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  in  any  case  there 
had  been  a  failure  on  the  part  of  a 
private  contractor  to  keep  to  his  time.  If 
that  is  so,  that,  of  course,  proves  the 
allegation  understood  to  have  been  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty.  If  there 
have  been  such  failures,  I  repeat  the 
question  I  have  often  asked  in  this  House 
— How  did  the  Admiralty  deal  with  these 
failures  ?  If  there  has  been  a  breach  of 
contract,  have  penalties  been  enforced, 
and  if  not,  why  not  ?  And  in  develop 
ment  of  that,  1  ask,  as  1  have  done  again 
and  again  for  three  years :  Will  the 
Admiralty  at  last  give  us  the  new  form  of 
Admiralty  contract,  which  must  hare 
been  completed  by  this  time  ? 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  It  is  not  com- 
pleted yet,  owing  to  the  delays  of  the 
law. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  That 

was  pleaded  nearly  a  year  ago  when  the 

Attorney   General   was   engaged  in  the 

Venezuelan  Arbitration.    Surely  the  thing 

might  have  been  finished  long  ago.    At 

all  events,  if  there  is  to  be  a  new  form  of 

contract,  it  is  time  it  is  settled,  and  when 

it  is  I  hope  it  will  be  immediately  laid 

before  the  House.   The  hon.  Member  who 

preceded  me  in  this  debate  drew  from  the 

statement  of  the  First  Lord  the  inference 

that  but  for  the  failure  of  the  contracto» 

to  realise  their  expected  output  during 

the  last  twelve  months,  the  Admiralty 

would   have   proposed    larger   Estimate* 

now,  and  consequently  that  the  Estimatei 

now  proposed  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of 

the  Admiralty,  sufficient  for  the  necessitae* 

of   the   moment.     I   cannot  accept  that 

inference  at  all.     I  thought  the  right  hoa. 

,  Gentleman  made  a  perfectly  satisfactory 

j  defence  of  the  Estimates  he  laid  before  tb* 

i  House.     I  regard  them  as  sufficient,  audi 

accept   his  explanation    of    them,  more 

particularly  the  defence  he  based  on  tto 

comparison  of  our  programme  with  tha 
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^grammes  of  other  nations.  At  the 
ne  time  I  hope  neither  the  country  nor 
3  critics  of  the  press  will  fall  into 
?  mistake  of  supposing  that  we  have 
tched  the  limit  of  our  manufacturers' 
tput. 


question  to  my  mind  is  an  all-important 
one.  The  important  points  about  these 
water-tube  boilers  are  :  (1)  their  endur- 
ance ;  (2)  their  coal  consumption.  1  re- 
joice to  see  that  competitive  trials  of 
two  different  types  of  lmilers  are  taking 
<  place,  and  I  hope  they  will  Imj  continued 
Mr.  PENN  (Lewisham) :  Being  no  j  in  order  that  the  absolute  merits  or 
iger  a  contractor,  I  should  like  to  say  '  demerits  of  this  particular  type  of  toiler 
it  if  the  penalty  clauses  to  which  the  |  may  be  thoroughly  ascertained.  We  have 
ht  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  on  |  adopted  this  boiler  largely  to  the  exclu- 
•eral  occasions  were  put  into  force  by  I  sion  of  other  forms  of  l>oilers  ;  and  I  do 
5  Admiralty  with  too  great  an  amount  I  not  know  that  we  are  all  even  now  satis- 
severity  it  would  tend  largely  to  i  tied  that  it  is  the  best  form.  In  1891  or 
ninish  the  number  of  those  who  are  |  1892  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
lling  to  undertake  Government  con- 1  trouble  in  the  Navy  in  connection  with 
cts.  It  would  hand  over  their  places  j  boilers,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed 
tirely  to  the  mercy  of  the  workmen,  j  called   the   Boiler  Committee,  consisting 


J,  rather  than  submit  to  that,  they 
•uld  prefer  to  take  work  unconnected 
th  the  Admiralty.  The  First  Lord 
d  last  year  he  proposed  to  add  100 
gineers — that  is,  to  bring  up  the  number 
>m  950  to  1,050  in  the  course  of  the 
rrent  and  next  year.  I  should  like  to 
k  him  whether  he  hopes  to  get  that 
imber  ;  because,  in  answer  to  a  question 
put  a  few  days  ago,  he  said  that  from 
itside  sources  he  had  obtained  thirteen 
nd  from  Keyham  thirty-seven  engineers, 
laking  fifty  in  all.  As  there  must  be  a 
Hge  amount  of  waste  going  on  in  the 
ngineer  branch  of  the  Navy  through 
etirements,  illness,  and  other  causes,  I 
ear  the  number  the  First  Lord  will  have 
o  get  in  the  next  two  years  will  still  be 
00.  As  far  as  I  can  make  out  from  the 
fctimatea  at  least  400,000  indicated 
orse-power  of  auxiliary  machinery  will 
*  added  to  the  Navy  in  the  course  of 
bat  time,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  First  Lord  is  altogether  satisfied 
bat  that  number  of  engineers  will  be 
apable  of  dealing  with  that  enormous 
lcrease.  It  used  to  take  seven  years 
3  make  an  engineer  for  the  Navy,  now 
;  only  takes  four,  but  you  cannot  get 
tie  double  quantity  for  this  year.  Key- 
am,  when  completed,  may  be  able  to 
ouble  its  supply.  We  must  look,  how- 
ver,  to  the  attraction  of  outside  men 
lto  the  service.  I  therefore  think  it 
lost  desirable  that  the  position  of  the 
aval  engineer  in  this  country  should  be 
lade  as  good  as  it  possibly  can  be,  in 
rder  that  the  best  men  may  be  attracted 
ito  what  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
mportant  branches  of  the  public  service. 
Another  question  raised  in  this  debate  is 
hat    of   the  water-tube    boilers.      That 


largely  of  naval  officers  and  engineers 
well  versed  in  the  boiler  management 
of  the  mercantile  marine.  The  Report  of 
that  Committee  was  a  most  valuable  one, 
and  I  believe  it  was  to  a  great  extent  acted 
upon.  In  my  opinion  it  would  greatly 
strengthen  the  hands  of  that  most  able 
engineer,  the  chief  of  the  Navy,  if  that 
Boiler  Committee  were  reappointed.  If 
the  boilers  as  now  fitted  are  all  we  hope 
they  are,  the  Committee  will  report  in 
their  favour.  If  they  are  not,  the  Com- 
mittee will  sift  evidence  and  ascertain  what 
is  the  best  step  to  take.  I  throw  out  that 
suggestion  in  order  that  we  may  have 
these  doubts  at  once  dispelled,  and  may 
look  with  absolute  confidence  on  the 
boiler  question  in  connection  with  the 
Royal  Navy. 

Sir  JOHN  BAKER  (Portsmouth) :  It 
is  perfectly  clear  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ha«  given  satisfac- 
tion to  the  country.  In  my  own  con- 
stituency the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
dispelled  all  the  attacks  and  promised 
attacks  on  the  administration  of  the 
Admiralty  which  have  been  propounded 
of  late.  The  point  to  which  I  wish 
specially  to  allude  is  the*  recognition  at 
last  accorded  to  the  men  in  the  service. 
It  is  the  first  time  in  my  recollection  that 
the  chief  and  petty  officers  in  the  dock- 
yards have  had  their  value  and  import- 
ance to  the  service  recognised  in  such 
marked  and  unmeasured  terms.  Anyone 
connected  with  the  Navy  during  the  last 
twenty  years  cannot  fail  to  admit  that  a 
very  large  number  of  men  in  the  prime  of 
life  who  have  been  engaged  on  the  lowe: 
deck  have  withdrawn  their  services 
because  thev  have   failed   to   obtain  the 
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very  moderate  increase  of  remuneration  service.  I  think  if  these  alterations  and 
t  which  they  have  asked  for  year  after  year  suggestions,  which  have  for  a  long  time 
from  the  late  and  present  admin istra-  ■  been  pressed  on  the  Admiralty,  are 
tions.  That  state  of  things  continues  attended  to  there  will  be  no  possibility  of 
because  the  door  is  not  wide  enough  for  the  Navy  being  short  of  men  at  the 
promotion  and  the  remuneration  is  not '  expiration  of  the  coming  year, 
sufficient  compared  with  other   services. 

The  position  compares  very  unfavourably  *Captain  PHILLPOTTS  (Devon,  Tor- 
with  the  Army  relatively  in  rank.  This  quay) :  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  on 
grievance  has  led  to  a  combination  on  the  the  subject  alluded  to  by  the  last 
part  of  this  class  of  chief  and  petty  officers  I  speaker.  He  stated  that  it  is  within 
by  which  the  Admiralty  are  regularly  '  the  power  of  the  commanding  officer  to 
petitioned.  The  Admiralty  have  before  ;  disrate  a  petty  officer  for  a  trivial  offence, 
them  the  very  modest  demands  of  these  That,  I  can  assure  him,  is  utterly  incor- 
men,  but  there  is  no  response  whatever,  rect.  Before  any  petty  officer  can  be  difr 
and  I  would  press  upon  the  Admiralty  rated  the  case  has  to  be  investigated  in 
the  necessity  of  meeting  that  requirement,  the  presence  of  the  accuser  and  the 
The  Navy  will  require  recruits  to  a  very  accused,  and  though  the  evidence  is  not 
large  extent  in  the  immediate  future,  and  '  taken  on  oath,  yet,  after  a  long  experience 
it  is  certainly  not  over  recruited  now.  '  in  the  Navy  and  also  some  experience  a* 
There  must  be  some  incentive  offered  to  a  magistrate,  I  say  that  I  have  heard 
these  men  not  to  leave  the  service  when  i  more  false  evidence  given  in  a  police-court 
they  are  of  the  utmost  value  in  their  ;  that  on  the  quarter-deck  of  one  of  Her 
vocation,  but  to  remain  until  the  |  Majesty's  ships.  Whenever  a  petty  officer 
age  of  fifty  or  fifty-five,  at  which  age  !  is  disrated  the  warrant  has  to  be  sent  in,  a 
they  are  as  capable  of  doing  service  ;  record  is  kept  of  the  offence  and  of  the 
in  the  Navy  as  at  thirty-eight  or  forty  |  punishment,  and  any  officer  who  show* 
years  of  age.  In  addition  to  that  the  ;  himself  to  be  a  martinet  and  not  fit  to  he 
seaman  himself  must  have  some  induce- !  trusted  with  these  powers  very  soon  find* 
ment  in  the  way  of  an  increase  of  pay  I  himself  on  half-pay.     With  regard  to  the 


according  relatively  to  the  increases  in  the 
Army  and  in  the  Civil  Service.  This 
especially  applies  to  stokers.      If  you  are 


training  squadron,  I  have  heard  the  Pint 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  say  that  his  own 
personal  predilection  was  in  favour  of  re- 


to  get  a  class  of  stoker  superior  to  that  taining  it.  I,  in  common  with  many  naval 
generally  obtained,  a  greater  amount  of  ;  officers,  wish  it  could  l)e  so,  but  we  have 
pay  than  is  now  afforded  must  be  given  to  consider  facts  as  they  are  and  not  a» 
as  an  inducement  to  continue  in  the  ser-  we  would  like  them  to  be.  What  was  the 
vice.  There  is  also  a  certain  grievance  •  condition  of  a  training  squadron  ?  It  con- 
in  the  administration  of  the  Navy  which  (  sisted  of  four-masted  steamers,  with  auxi- 
is  felt  very  severely,  and  that  is  the  [  liacy  sail  power.  For  the  purposes  of  in- 
authority  given  to  the  executive  officer  j  struction  in  practical  seamanship  of  the  oH 
of  a  ship  to  disrate  a  man  for  a  trivial  I  style  it  was  of  no  very  great  service,  and 
offence  ;  a  man  ought  not  to  be  summarily  !  if  you  are  to  have  men  trained  with  mart* 
disrated  for  such  an  offence,  but  should  be  and  yards  the  sooner  the  First  Lord  come* 
tried,  and  the  evidence  sent  to  the  Admi-  to  the  House  with  proposals  for  building 
ralty.  At  present  he  is  punished  for  the  ,  at  least  a  dozen  sailing  ships  with  aiuo- 
rest  of  his  service,  perhaps  for  the  rest  of  i  liary  steam  power,  the  better.  I  do  not 
his  life,  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  com- '  think  the  House  or  the  country  would 
manding  officer  of  the  ship.     That  is  a    support  such  a  demand,  and,  much  «  I 


very  serious  blot  in  the  minds  of  the  men 


regret  it,  much  as  I  wish  we  could  retain 


generally.  It  may  not  happen  in  1  per  j  the  practice  as  it  used  to  be  conducted.  I 
cent,  of  the  commissioned  ships  in  the  think  the  idea  of  the  training  squadron » 
Navy,  but  if  you  get  such  a  man  as  the  \  doomed.  In  this  connection  I  should  Wk 
Admiralty  sometimes  find,  who  never  gets  |  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to  the  removal 
his  second  ship,  you  will  find  his  punish-  of  the  u  Ganges  "  from  Falmouth.  After 
ments  are  10  or  20  per  cent,  more  than    three  years    service  at  Falmouth  I  *f 


on  an  ordinary  ship.  The  man  may  be 
removed,  but  there  is  no  remission  of  the 
sentences  he  has  passed  :  they  follow  the 
recipient  through  the  rest  of  his  pubb'c 
Sir  John  Baker. 


there  is  no  better  seaport  for  the  training 
of  our  young  lads.  I  am  quite  aware  voa 
have  had  reports  against  it,  but  the  can* 
of  a  great  many  of  those  reports  is  that 
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rou  appoint  married  officers  to  that  ;  the  mess  is  entirely  of  his  own  making' 
hip.  Falmouth  is  a  very  good  place  quite  independent  of  the  relative  rank 
or  training  lads  aloft  and  in  lx>at  sailing,  ',  granted  by  the  Admiralty.  A  pamphlet 
nit  it  is  a  very  disagreeable  place  for  an  (  has  recently  been  circulated  drawing 
officer  to  return  to  his  ship  from  the  bosom  attention  to  the  Act  of  Congress  By 
>f  his  family  early  in  the  morning,  when  which  the  line  officers  and  the  engineer 
i  high  wind  is  on.  I  have  heard  many  officers  of  the  United  States  Navy  were 
omplaints  and  grumbles  about  the  dis-  amalgamated.  I  have  read  the  accounts 
Lgreeable  passage.  Another  important  of  the  introduction  by  the  Secretary  of 
K>int  in  favour  of  Falmouth  is  that  when  •  the  Navy  and  the  Act  itself,  and  I  say 
he  boys  go  on  shore  for  their  leave  it  is  that  the  conditions  governing  that  pro- 
ery  much  more  healthy  than  if  it  were  posal  are  entirely  wanting  in  Her 
n  the  vicinity  of  a  large  town.  As  to  Majesty's  Navy,  because  in  the  United 
he  statement  of  the  First  Lord,  I  regret  States  the  two  branches  are  amalgamated, 
ve  have  heard    nothing  this  year  about    and    the    officers     are     interchangeable. 


he  granting  of  commissions  to  senior 
rarrant  officers.  Such  a  system  would 
iiirt  nobody,  but  it  would  be  a  very  great 
tncouragement  to  the  backbone  of  the  ser- 
ice,  as  I  have  often  heard  the  warrant 
►fficer  described,  and  to  the  smart  young 
ads  who  now  join.  I  listened  with  great 
ittention  to  the  speech  of  my  hon.  and 
jallant  friend  the  Member  for  Yarmouth 
rith  regard  to  the  marines,  and  I  regret 
hat  he  made  that  speech.  I  yield  to  no 
me  in  my  admiration  of  the  corps  of 
vhich  he  was  so  distinguished  a  member  ; 


There  is  one  very  important  point.     In 
this  introduction  it  is  stated  — 

41  There  can  l>e  no  divided  command  ;  only 
one  man  can  exercise  it,  but  he  must  be 
thoroughly  competent  for  it." 

I  contend  that  at  present  the  engineer 
officers  are  not  competent  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships. 
My  hon.  friend  said  that  these  officers 
occupy  an  inferior  position,  that  they 
have  no  authority.  I  must  take  leave  to 
contradict  that  entirely.  The  engineer 
heir  history  is  practically  the  naval  his-  I  officer  has  precisely  the  same  authority 
:ory  of  the  country  for  the  last  200  years,  j  as  any  other  officer  of  his  rank.  The 
and  they  need  no  praise  from  anyone,  i  House  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that  on 
But  to  say  that  they  can  do  the  work  or  j  board  Her  Majesty's  ships  there  is  one 
take  the  place  of  bluejackets  is  to  go  j  officer,  and  one  only,  who  has  the  power 
very  far  beyond  the  facts  of  the  case.  !  of  inflicting  punishment,  and  that  is  the 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  also  said  that  I  captain.  It  is  true  he  can  delegate  to  his 
seamanship  had  come  to  an  end.  I  con-  ;  second  in  command  the  power  of  awarding 
tend  that  seamanship  is  as  necessary  .  minor  punishments,  and  also  to  a  very 
now  as  ever  it  was,  but  it  is  seamanship  ,  limited  extent  the  power  with  regard  to 
of  a  different  kind.  1  he  marine  officer  is  minor  punishments  for  purely  military 
no  more  capable  of  taking  command  of  offences  to  the  senior  marine  officer, 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  now  than  he  ,  but  the  authority  remains  with  the  cap- 
was  when  the  ships  were  propelled  by  tain  himself,  because  he  is  responsible 
means  of  sails.  Various  statements  have  for  every  punishment  inflicted  on 
been  made  with  regard  to  the  engineers,  board  his  ship.  Every  such  punishment 
Here  again  I  yield  to  no  one  in  my  '  has  to  be  recorded,  and  the  record  goes  in 
appreciation  of  the  work  now  demanded  \  every  quarter  to*  the  Admiralty  ;  each 
of  and  so  ably  performed  by  these  officers,  i  offence  and  each  sentence  is  therefore 
but  I  think  .  the  statements  which  have  I  carefully  weighed  and  considered,  and  if 
been  made  are  hardly  borne  out  by  the  |  any  irregularities  occur  the  officer  respon- 
facts.  Engineers  have  received  improved  i  sible  is  immediately  called  to  account.  It 
pay  and  position  as  regards  their  relative  j  has  been  contended  that  because  the 
rank,  but  their  social  position  on  board  a  ,  engineer  officers  have  not  that  power  they 
ship  cannot  be  prescribed  by  the  Ad-  are  not  respected  by  their  men.  I  deny 
mtralty.  They  have  to  make  that  for  '  that  entirely.  Compare  the  engineer 
themselves,  as  every  other  officer  and  man  j  officers  with  the  first-lieutenant  or  the 
on  board  a  ship  has  to  make  it.  I  have  j  gunnery-lieutenant  on  a  battleship.  The 
seen  before  now  the  chief  engineer  the  two  latter  have  constantly  to  deal  with 
most  popular  man  in  the  mess,  and  I  have  every  man  and  boy  on  board,  but  neither 
seen  nim — I  was  going  to  say — the  re-  j  of  them  have  power  to  inflict  punishment, 
verse.     The  position  an  officer  occupies  in    If  either  of  those  officers  have  any  com- 
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plaint   to    make    they  have  to  put  the  ' 
offender  in  the  report,  and  he,  the  offender, 
unless     it   is     a     very    serious     case,  is 
brought     up     in     due     course     at     the 
regular  time   before  the  second  in  com- 
mand :  the  case  is  then  deliberately  inves- 
tigated,    and,    if     proved,     punishment 
awarded  and  recorded.     In  the  case  of  a  [ 
very  serious  offence  the  man  may  be  sent ! 
on  the  quarter-deck,  and  the  offence  re- 
ported then  and  there   to  the  captain  or 
the  officer  in  command,  and  the  prisoner 
put  in  rigorous  confinement.     No  officer, 
not   even   the   captain  himself,  can   say, 
"  Put   that   man   on   the   black   list,"  or 
u  Give  him  such  and  such  a  punishment/1 
The  man  has  to  be  formally  brought  up, 
the  case  investigated  in  the  most  formal 
manner,    evidence   taken,   and   a   record  , 
made.     I  think  that  this  grievance,  which  '. 
has  been  urged  with   such  persistency,  is 
not  a  real  one.     I  do  not  believe  that  the  ; 
engineer  officers  would  find  themselves  in 
a  bit  the  better  position  if  they  had  the 
power  of  punishment.     What  I  contend  i 
is,  that  if  you  had  more  than   one  officer  ! 
with  the  power  of  punishment,  you  would  j 
have  perhaps  two  men  committing  similar  | 
offences-  I 

Sir     FORTESCUE      FLANKER Y : ' 
There  are  already  more  than  one  officer 
with  that   power ;    there  is  the  Marine 
officer. 

♦Captain  PHILLPOTTS :  My  hon.  . 
friend  is  quite  mistaken.  The  marine  i 
officer  can  inflict  punishment  only  for  I 
purely  military  offences  of  a  minor 
nature — offences  which  do  not  concern 
naval  discipline  as  such.  Then  comes  the  j 
question  of  the  stokers  themselves.  I  had  j 
the  pleasure,  with  another  hon.  Member, 
of  receiving  a  deputation  from  the  engine- 
room  artificers.  After,  hearing  what  the 
engine-room  artificers  had  to  say,  one  of 
my  colleagues  remarked  that  he  had  to 
go  to  see  a  deputation  of  engineer  officers, 
and  he  incidentally  mentioned  that  it  was 
their  demand  that  they  should  have  the 
power  of  punishing  men.  I  noticed  that 
that  statement  was  not  received  with  any 
appearance  of  delight  by  the  engine-room 
artificers.  Wo  are  frequently  told  there 
is  a  difficulty  in  getting  stokers  to  join 
the  Navy,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  that 
difficulty  will  be  very  greatly  increased  if 
power  is  given  to  make  it  easier  to  inflict 
punishment  upon  them.  I  have  also 
heard  it  urged  that  under  certain  circum- 
Capt.  Phtilpotts. 
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stances  the   officers   of   the   watch  have 
power     to     inflict     punishment.     That 
punishment  simply  means  an  extra  hour 
at  the  wheel,  or  perhaps  on  the  look-out. 
But  even  to  that  extent  I  think  it  is  a 
mistake,  and  speaking    as    one  who  has 
kept    watch    for    many    years,    I   never 
recollect   exercising    that    power.     If  a 
man  commits  an  offence  he  should  not 
be  punished  in  hot  blood,  so  to  speak; 
his  offence  should  be  deliberately  inves- 
tigated,   and   the   puiushment    inflicted 
in   a  formal   manner.     With   regard  to 
giving  the  Engineer-in-Chief  a  seat  on  the 
Boara,  I  think  my  hon.  friend  hardly  took 
into  account  the  purpose  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.     The  duty  of  that  Board  is 
to   decide  as  to  the  needs  of  the  Navy, 
the  number  of  ships,  the  power  of  those 
ships,     where     they     should     be    sent, 
and  the  equipment  necessary   for  them. 
All   the   information   they   require  with 
regard   to    the    engineering    department 
they  can  get  from  able  specialist  advisers. 
The    Engineer-in-Chief     of     the     Nary 
has    not     to    decide    howr    many  ship 
there     should     be     any    more  than  the 
Director  of  Naval   Construction  has  to 
decide  that  question.     The   duty  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  when  the  Admiralty  have 
decided  the  number  and  the  power  of  the 
ships,  is  to  design  and  to  engine  them. 
The  engineers  are  now,  as  in  the  past, 
departmental     officers,     exercising    very 
much     more     important     duties    than 
formerly,   and   undoubtedly   they  are  a 
very  much  higher  class  of  men.    I  can 
remember  the  time  when,  owing  to  a  mis- 
taken economy,    the   Admiralty  entered 
men  who  were  quite  unfit  for  their  position 
as  officers,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  pre- 
judice which  undoubtedly  has  existed  in 
the  past,  and  does  still  exist  to  a  limited 
extent,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  byjpne 
days  so  many  undesirable  men  were  given 
the  position  of    engineer  officers  in  the 
Navy.     The  officers   now  in  the  service 
are  showing  themselves  worthy  of  better 
things ;  they  are  showing  themselves  to  be 
officers  and  gentlemen  in  the  highest  accep- 
tation of  the  term ;  and  I  rejoice  to  see 
i  that  their  position  is  being  improved.  But 
i  that  docs  not  make  me  the  least  bit  more 
!  anxious   to   see  conferred   upon  them  * 
power  which  wrould  only  lead  to  conflict 
;  and  bad  feeling  on  Ixmrd  a  ship.     If  »ucn 
a  course  were  adopted   there  would  be 
I  endless  confusion  and  l>ad   feeling,  ^ 
discipline  would  suffer.     Another  point 
was  touched  on  by  my  hon.  friend,  vA 
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ippeared  to  be  considered  by  him  to  be  1 
i  grievance — namely,  that  stokers  should 
3e  drilled  by  executive  officers.     So  far 
she  engineer  officers  have  not  been  com- 1 
pelled  to  qualify  in  either  gun,  rifle,  or 
mtlass  drill,  and  as  it  has  been    found  I 
ibsoiutely  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
stokers  that  they  should  be  employed  on 
ieck  for  a  certain  amount  of  time,  they 
nust  be   drilled  by  someone  competent 
:o    undertake  that  duty.     That   is    the 
whole    reason,    and    there    is  no  slight 
whatever  on  the  engineer  officers.    There 
s    one    grievance    I  should   like  to  see  j 
•emoved   with    regard    to   the  engineer 
)fficera,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the 
ige  at  which  they  are  allowed  to  retire. 
ji    my   opinion   they   are   kept   on  the 
ictive   list   for  sea  service  far  too  long. 
S'o  man  should  be  serving  afloat,  except 
n  command  of  a  ship  or  fleet,  at  the  age  | 
>f  fifty-five.     I  think  that  is  far  too  old, 
nd  there  should  be  an  improvement  in  I 
hat  respect.     In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say  I 
hat   I  have  over  and  over  again  heard 
he  complaint  about  the  power  of  punish- 1 
lent    from    executive    as   well  as  from] 
ivilian    officers,   but   the    officers    from] 
rhom  I   have  heard  the  complaint  have 
;enerally  proved  themselves    to   be  in- 
fficient.     You  do  not  require  the  power 
f    punishment  in  order  to   ensure   the 
espect  of  the  men  ;  respect  is  given  from  I 
uite  a  different  motive. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
rough)  :  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
nd  gallant  Member  who  has  just  ad- 1 
ressed  the  House  that  it  would  be  a 
listake  to  put  into  the  hands  of  engineer- 
i£  officers  the  power  of  punishing  men. 
V  e  can  only  have  one  captain  on  board  a 
hip.  If  we  divide  up  the  whole  concern  I 
mong  different  officers,  giving  each  the  I 
ight  to  control,  one  may  say  that  a  man 
hould  be  punished,  while  another  may 
ay  that  he  should  not,  and  then  there 
wild  be  confusion,  resulting  in  more 
brm  than  good.  As  far  as  the  stokers 
ire  concerned,  I  have  never  heard  them 
»mplain  that  they  were  dissatisfied 
because  the  engineering  officers  had  not 
m  opportunity  of  inflicting  punishment. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  engineering  officer 
thould  be  so  desirous  of  having  that 
lower.  The  commander  is  the  right  and 
proper  person,  and  he  alone  should  have 
>he  privilege. 

SmFORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  The 
narine  officers  have  it. 
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Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  As  has 
already  been  explained,  the  power  of  the 
marine  officers  is  only  in  regard  to 
breaches  of  military  discipline,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  naval  offences.  As  to 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  I  was  somewhat 
astonished  to  hear  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  say  last  night  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  depending  upon  the  mer- 
chant service  for  a  supply  of  men  for 
that  force.  He  said  that  fishermen  were 
coming  in  in  considerable  numbers,  that 
they  were  a  better  class  of  men,  and  that 
in  case  of  emergency  they  would  be  more 
easily  got  at  than  men  employed  in  the 
merchant  service.  The  figures  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  do  not  bear  out  the 
statement  that  the  fishermen  are  coming 
in  in  such  considerable  numbers,  because 
I  find  that  in  the  year  1899  there  wen; 
only  1,144  men  enrolled  for  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve,  while  in  1898  there  were 
2,538  enrolled  as  able  seamen  and  621  as 
firemen.  It  Is  evident  that  in  1899,  if 
the  men  who  are  to  make  up  the 
Naval  Reserve  are  fishermen,  they 
are  not  coming  in  so  very  readily. 
I  would  like  to  draw  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  this,  that  the 
total  number  of  Naval  Reserve  stokers  or 
firemen  is  only  3,500.  I  think  if  we  do 
require  men  at  all  to  man  our  ships  in  the 
future  the  men  you  require  more  than 
any  other  class  are  those  of  the  stoker  • 
class.  Take  the  manning  of  a  ship.  You 
will  find  that  the  hands  employed  in  the 
stokehole  or  engine-room  department  in 
some  cases  exceed  the  number  employed 
on  deck.  Take  some  of  our  large  liners, 
like  the  "Campania"  or  the  "Majestic." 
On  these  vessels  there  are  more  men  in 
the  engine-room  department  than  on  deck. 
There  arc  180  firemen  and  trimmers  in 
the  stokehole,  and  when  you  add  to  that 
number  the  greasers,  and  from  15  to 
20  engineers,  you  get  a  total  of  200, 
whereas  the  deck  hands  only  number  36 
able  seamen  and  firemen  and  4  or  5 
officers,  making  40  hands  on  deck  against 
over  200  in  the  stokehole  department.  If 
that  is  so  on  our  fast  liners  it  must  be  so 
on  our  fast  cruisers.  A  very  large  number 
of  men  will  be  required  in  the  engine- 
room  and  stokehole  department,  so  that 
it  is  a  very  serious  matter  indeed  to  find 
Reserves  for  the  supply  of  men  for  the 
Navy  in  the  future,  and  to  find  that  in 
the  Naval  Reserve  we  have  only  got 
3,500  of  these  men.  I  have  been  in- 
formed, on  very  good  authority,  that  a 
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large  number  of  the  stokers  who  have 
joined  the  Navy  recently  are  men  who 
have  had  no  practical  experience  of  their  j  reserves, 
work.  I  think  it  is  a  very  dangerous  ,  there  is 
thing  indeed  to  fill  one  of  our  warships 
with  a  large  number  of  stokers  who  are 
not  accustomed  to  the  work.  Some  hon. 
Members  imagine  that  a  stoker  is  a  man 
who  requires  only  strength,  but  I  would 
like  to  disabuse  their  minds  on  that, 
because  stoking  is  a  work  that  requires  a 
good  deal  of  skill  and  brain,  not  only  for- 
getting up  steam,  for  that  is  only  one 
thing,  but  for  looking  after  the  boilers 


have    a    larger     supply    of 
which    we    could    draw  our 
I   find    that    year    by    year 
considerable    falling    off   in 
the     number    of    British     firemen     and 
stokers    and    sailors    employed    in    our 
mercantile    marine.       At     the     present 
time  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
mercantile   marine   is    225,000,    that    is 
including  lascars,  foreigners,  and  British, 
and  out  of  that  number  33,898  are  foreign- 
ers and  31,000  are  lascars.     Now  there  is 
no  reason  whatever  why  there  should  be 
such  a  large   number  of  foreigners  and 


and  the  furnaces,  for  boilers  are  very  often  (  lascars  employed  in  our  mercantile  marine, 
burnt  out  by  incompetent  stokers,  and  in  a  I  know  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
very  short  while  boilers  have  to  be  repaired  Admiralty  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
in   consequence   of    the   employment   of  \  Secretary    to  the   Admiralty  think  that 


incompetent  men.  I  have  known  in  the 
merchant  service  a  new  boiler  destroyed 
in  one  voyage  of  forty  or  sixty  days 
through  having  incompetent  stokers  on  the 
vessel.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  good  policy 
for  the  Government  to  pick  up  a  large 
number  of  those  stokers  who  are  not 
qualified  men,  and  to  fill  up  their  ships 


there  should  be  no  interference  with  the 
steamship  companies  in  this  respect,  who 
are  doing  Government  work,  and  who 
are  carrying  lascars  and  foreigners.  Thej 
say  that  these  lascars  are  British  subjects, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  wrong  policy  for 
the  Government  in  any  way  to  interfere 
with  the  employment  of  these  lascars.   I 


with  them,  and  think  they  are  all  that  is    would  like  to  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 


Gentleman  that  the  lascars  are  not  all 
British  subjects,  for  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  that  31,000  are  Asiatics, 
consisting  of  Chinamen  and  others  who 
are  not  British  subjects.  The  Government 
do  not  propose  to  employ  these  lascars  or 
Asiatics  on  Ixmrd  our  warships,  and  there- 


lies  in  their  power,  should  insist  upon  all 
companies  who  are  doing  Government 
work  carrying  a  certain  number  of  British 
stokers  and  seamen.  We  will  take  the 
P.  and  0.  Company.  At  the  present 
time  they  employ  all  lascars,  on  deck  and 


necessary.  In  the  event  of  a  call  being 
made  upon  our  Fleet,  which  might  happen 
at  any  moment,  we  ought  to  have  a  Reserve 
of  at  least  20,000  stokers.  It  is  perfectly 
true,  as  far  as  able  seamen  are  concerned 
and  deck  hands,  that,  at  the  present  time, 
•  we  have  a  good  supply.  I  observe  that 
there  are   in  the  first-class  able   seamen  :  fore  I  think  that  the  Admiralty,  as  far  as 

11,000,  and  in  the   second-class   11,300.    v*     *    ^  ' ^-u  ;— - -« 

That  is  a  good  supply  of  men  for  the 
deck  department,  but  in  the  stoke-hole 
department  we  find  that  3,500  is  all  the 
available  supply  that  the  Admiralty  have 
to  call  on  in  case  of  emergency.      I  have 

no  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  \  below,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  ships 
imagines  that  in  time  of  war,  by  offering  !  chartered  to  carry  troops.  Both  on  deck 
a  special  bounty,  he  will  be  able  to  get  a  j  and  in  the  engine  room  department  the 
good  supply  of  men.  That  would  be  so  !  stokers  themselves  are  lascars.  I  do  not 
if  the  Government  offered  special  terms  [  see  why  the  Government  should  not  insist 
for  men  to  enlist  during  the  time  of  the  j  upon  the  P.  and  O.  Company  manning  all 
war.  But  I  question  very  much  whether  .  their  vessels  with  British  seamen,  so  that 
they  would  be  able  to  do  that ;  even  if  i  if  there  was  any  complaint  to  be  made  of 
they  were  able  to  do  it,  it  would  only  excluding  lascars  entirely,  the  Government 
be  done  at  a  very  considerable  cost  to  the  may  say,  "  We  will  allow  you  to  man  half 
country,  and  what  I  complain  of  is  that  I 
do  not  see  that  there  is  any  real  necessity 

for  that  being  done,   if   the  Admiralty    ._        

would  take  in  hand  the  question  of  build-    Naval  Reserve  seamen  on  deck."    That 
ing  up  a  good  substantial  Naval  Reserve  !  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  employ- 
body  of  firemen.  The  question  arises,  how  ;  ment    for    the    British    Naval    Reserr* 
are  we  to  get  those  men?     There  is  no 
doubt,  that  if  our  mercantile  marine  was 
manned   by   British  sailors  and  firemen, 

Mr.  Havelock  JFils&n. 


your  ships  with  lascars,  but  as  for  the 
remaining  half,  we  will  insist  upon  yw 
carrying    Naval     Reserve    firemen 


and 


men  ;  and  by  creating  opportunity 
of  employment,  it  would  encourage 
a  large  number  of  stokers  and  others  to 
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go  to  sea  as  stokers  and  sailors  and  fire- 
men.     With     regard     to     the     33,000 
foreigners   who  are   on  our  ships  at  the 
present  time,  the   Government    do    not 
endeavour,   by  any  means  whatever,    to 
discourage  the  employment  of  foreigners. 
I  sent   a   letter  to  the    hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  the  other 
day,  in  which  I  called  his  attention  to  one 
vessel  engaged  in  carrying  Government 
stores,    and   she    carried    twelve    hands 
in     the    stokehole    department,     all    of 
them  foreigners    of   mixed   nationalities, 
including  Germans  and  Swedes,  and  she 
carried  eight  men  on  deck,  and  five  out 
of  the  eight  were  foreigners,  and  yet  this 
vessel  was  engaged  carrying  Government 
stores.     I  only  mention  the  instance   of 
one  ship,  but  I  know  a  large  number  of 
others  which   have  been  engaged  in  the 
same  class  of  work,  and  in  which  foreigners 
have  been  given  a  preference  of  employ- 
ment over  the  British.     I   say  that  the 
Government  are,  to  some  extent,  respon- 
sible for  that,  because  there  was  no  reason 
why  they  could  not  have  stipulated  with 
the  owners  in  making  the  contracts  that 
the  vessels  should    carry    Britishers   on 
deck.     This  would  all  tend  to  encourage 
the  employment  of  British  labour,  with 
the  result  that  a  larger  number  of  men 
would  flock  into  our  mercantile  marine, 
and  this  would  give  the  Government  a 
better    opportunity     of    increasing    our 
Naval  Reserve.     1  have  seen  myself  Naval 
Reserve  firemen  apply  on  board  ship  for 
employment,  and  they    have  been    told 
that  the  ship  was  not  carrying  Britishers 
and  that  they  wanted  foreigners.     I  ask, 
how  can  the  Government  or  anyone  else 
expect  a  man  to   continue  to  remain  in 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  and  then  when 
be   goes  down   to  seek  employment  on 
board   a   ship  he   is   told  that  he  is  not 
required,   and    that  foreigners  are   pre- 
ferred ?    That  sort  of  thing  causes  great 
dissatisfaction  amongst  our  men,   and  I 
have    known    large    numbers    of    them 
threaten  to  hand  in  their  Naval  Reserve 
books,  and  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it. 
Another  reason  why  the  Government  are 
not  able  to  get  a  larger  number  of  fire- 
men to  join  is  because  the  pay  is  not 
what  it  ought  to  be.     I  believe  that,  if 
the  Admiralty  were  to  give  the  firemen 
who  join  the  Naval  Reserve  a  larger  sum 
per  week  than  what  they  receive  at  the 
present  time,   you  would  get  a  larger 
number  of  men ;  and  by  increasing  their 
1  annual   retainer  that  would   be  an   en- 


couragement to  a  large  number.  It  is 
surprising  that  if  you  take  vessels  like  the 
"  Campania M  and  all  those  large  ships, 
you  find  that  out  of  1 1 6  stokers  employed 
there  are  probably  not  more  than  15  or 
20  Royal  Naval  Reserves.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  whole  of  those  men 
should  not  be  Naval  Reserve  men,  and  I 
believe  myself  that  they  are  a  good  l>ody 
of  men.  I  do  not  know  whether  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  seen  the  Liverpool  fire- 
men. I  have  worked  amongst  those  men, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  smarter 
or  finer  Ixxly  of  men  in  the  world  than 
the  Liverpool  stokers,  who  are  strong, 
substantial  men,  and  very  expert  firemen. 
I  believe  that,  if  the  Admiralty  were  to  offer 
better  conditions,  there  would  be  a  large 
number  of  those  men  willing  to  join,  and 
they  are  men  who  sail  from  Liverpool  to 
New  York  from  one  year's  end  to  the 
other.  They  would  always  be  available 
in  the  event  of  their  services  being  re- 
quired, and  the  Government  would  be 
likely  to  get  a  very  fine  body  of  men 
indeed  if  they  were  to  give  better  con- 
ditions. Another  thing  that  creates  dis- 
satisfaction amongst  the  men  who  have 
joined  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  is  the 
question  of  the  pension.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  get  a  pension  at  the  age  of  sixty 
if  incapacitated  from  following  their 
usual  employment.  But  the  great  ques- 
tion with  them  is  how  to  live  up  to  sixty 
years  of  age,  because  most  of  them  are 
either  killed  or  drowned  long  before  they 
get  to  that  age,  and  I  think  it  is  a  farce 
to  talk  about  giving  a  pension  to  a  man 
at  sixty  years  of  age.  There  is  no  reason 
why  these  men  should  not  have  pen- 
sions at  fifty  years  of  age.  After  all,  it 
would  not  entail  a  very  large  amount  of 
money  being  spent  to  take  off  this  ten 
years,  and  I  am  certain  that  it  would  give- 
satisfaction  to  a  large  number  of  men  who* 
are  at  present  in  the  Reserve,  and  it  wouldr 
in  all  probability,  cause  a  large  number  of 
others  to  join.  As  far  as  men  joining  as 
able  seamen  is  concerned,  I  do  not  think 
many  men  will  join  the  Reserve  in  the 
future  under  the  conditions  which  compel 
them  to  do  six  months  training  on  l>oard 
a  warship.  I  do  not  think  you  will  get 
a  large  number  to  join.  You  may  get  a 
number  of  young  men  and  fishermen,  but 
I  am  certain  that  the  ordinary  able  sea- 
men who  sail  on  our  merchant  ships  will 
not  accept  your  conditions.  Neither  do  I 
believe  that  you  will  get  the  firemen  sec- 
tion to   join  for  six  months  service.     I 
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would  like  to  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
(ron tie-man  one  thing,  and  that  is  to  pro- 
vide better  facilities  for  the  men  putting 
in   their  annual   drill.     I    know  that,  in 
many  cases,   great  hardship   is   inflicted 
upon  men  in   consequence  of  having   to 
put  in  their  drill,  localise,  possibly,  they 
have  been  away  on  a  long  voyage,  and 
when  they  get  home  they  have  been  com- 
pelled  to   put    in    their  drill    right   off, 
whereas    if    proper    facilities    had   been 
offered  they  could  have  completed  their 
drill  while  abroad.    Jn  some  foreign  ports 
abroad,  and  in  British  ports,  warships  are 
lying  in    the   harbour,   and    very   often 
vessels  are  lying  there  for  a  week  or  two 
weeks,   and  in  the  case  of  sailing  ships 
very  often  for  three  or  four  weeks.     I 
would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  some  arrangement  could  not  be 
made   whereby   Naval    Reserve   men    in 
British   ports   abroad,  or   anywhere  else 
where  there  is  a  British  warship,  might 
have  facilities  ottered  them  of  putting  in 
a  week's  drill  on  board  a  warship.     Of 
course  they  would  have  to  give  up  their 
claim  for  wages  from  the  owner  of  the 
vessel    in   the    meantime,   because  they 
would    get    the    week's    pay   from    the 
Admiralty  just  the  same  as  if  they  were 
doing    their    drill    at    the    home    port. 
If      facilities      were      ottered      to      the 
men    whenever    they    arrived    in     port 
abroad     to     put    in    a    week's   drill   on 
l)oard  a  warship,  1  venture  to  say  that  it 
would  do  them  far  more  good  than  the 
instruction  they  received  on  the  training 
ship  in  this  country.     I  do  not  know  how 
far   the    Admiralty    could    go    in    that 
direction,  but  I  would  like  them  to  care- 
fully  consider   the   matter,    as  it  would 
prevent  the  men's  drill  from  accumulating, 
and  then  when  they  return  home,  instead 
of  having  to  perform  their  drill   before 
they   could    draw    their   retainers,   they 
could  go  away  and  draw  their  retainers 
without  any  further  delay.     I  would  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  the 
transport  service,  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  statement   of  the  First  Lord  of   the 
Admiralty.      [  have  asked  several  ques- 
tions with  regard  to  the  manner  in*  which 
the  Admiralty  contracts  were  given  out. 
It  is  not  often  that  I  advocate  the  cause 
of  the  shipowners,  but  on  this  occasion  I 
stand  in  the  position  of  championing  their 
cause.      There    is    great     dissatisfaction 
existing   with  regard  to  certain  contracts 
that  were  given  to  a  Liverpool  firm,  and 
if    the   statement    that   I  have  heard  is 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson. 


correct  it  seems  to  me  that  some  explana- 
tion is  necessary  from  the  Admiralty  as 
to  why  so  many  of  the  contracts  for  ships 
should  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
one  firm,  who  have  been  allowed  to  make 
huge  profits  out  of  the  transaction. 


MR. 
that? 


MACARTNEY:    What   firm  is 


Mr.    HAVELOCK   WILSON:    It  is 
the    firm    of    Houston    and     Company. 
What    I   understand   was  done   is  this. 
The  firm   of  Houston  and  Company  con- 
tracted to  carry  mules  to  South  Africa  at 
£16  per  mule,  and  then  this  firm  went 
to  private  shipowners  and  chartered  their 
ships  without  saying  that  they  required 
them  for  Government  contracts.     They 
chartered  the  ships,  and  then  they  pay 
the  shipowner  30s.  per  ton.     It  has  been 
stated  freely  that  this  firm  has  made  over 
£200,000    out   of    this    transaction    of 
chartering  ships.    I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  true,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  fe» 
state  whether  it  is  true  or  not ;  but  I  do 
know  this,  that  if  the  firm  of  Houston 
and  Company    had    £16  per  mule  from 
the   Admiralty  for  carrying  those  mules, 
and   the  shipowner  whose  vessels  have 
been  used  has  only  received  30s.  per  ton, 
then  I  can  well  imagine  that  a  huge  profit 
has  been  made,  and  I  want  to  know  why. 
Why  could  not  the  Admiralty  advertise 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  and  thus  give  all 
shipowners  an  opportunity  of  tendering 
for  the  work  ?     If  it  is  true,  as  has  been 
alleged,  that  preference  was  given  to  this 
firm,  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  indeed, 
and  I  hope  that  other  hon.  Members  in 
this  House  besides  myself  will  press  the 
Government  for  some  explanation  as  to 
why  this  was  done.     I  would  like  to  say 
one  word  more  with  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Admiralty  carried  on  their 
business  of  feeding  our  troops.     We  are 
told   that   the   War   Office   was  not  re- 
sponsible for   the  manner   in  which  the 
troops  were   fed  on   their  passage  from 
this  countrv  to  South  Africa.      I  have 


read  many  letters  in  the.  papers  from 
soldiers  at  the  front,  who  have  written 
back  complaining  of  the  scandalous 
manner  in  which  they  were  starved 
during  their  passage  on  those  ships.  " 
is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  those  state- 
ments are  true  or  not,  and  I  would  h*e 
the  Admiralty  to  be  in  a  position  to  con* 
tradict  the  statements  that  have  appeared 
in  the   public   press   that  the  men  "*"»0, 
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were  sent  out  to  fight  our  country's 
1  Kittles — although  the  pissage  out  only 
occupied  some  twenty  or  twenty  four 
(lays — were  neglected  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  that  those  poor  soldiers, 
many  of  whom  were  on  their  last  voyage 
and  last  trip,  were  starved,  and  fed  on 
rotten  beef  and  provisions  during  their 
passage  out  to  South  Africa.  I  think 
that  is  a  very  serious  matter  indeed,  and 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  paying  at- 
tention, because  I  shall  expect  a  reply. 
I  do  hope  that  he  will  be  able  to  assure 
us  that  it  is  not  true  that  those  men  were 
starved  in  the  manner  which  has  been 
alleged.  I  understand  that  the  Admi- 
ralty are  responsible  for  the  feeding  of 
the  troops,  and  if  they  could  not  manage 
their  business  in  such  a  way  that  men 
only  going  on  a  twenty-four  days  trip 
could  at  least  be  fed  with  proper  pro- 
visions and  stores,  then  I  say  it  reflects 
the  greatest  possible  discredit  on  that 
department.  Of  course,  I  cannot  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  the  statements,  but  they 
were  freely  made  in  the  press,  and  for  that 
reason  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  have  an 
explanation.  1  also  trust  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  promise  us  that  he  will  con- 
sider whether  it  is  not  possible  to  give  the 
Naval  Reserve  men  pensions  at  fifty  years 
of  age  instead  of  sixty,  a  matter  as  to 
whicn  they  have  been  agitating  now  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years.  It  would  not  make 
a  difference  of  more  than  £10,000  to  the 
Government,  and  it  would  make  a  great 
difference  to  the  seamen.  It  would  give 
satisfaction,  because  a  large  number  of 
them  joined  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
expecting  this  pension,  and  it  would  be 
better  for  the  Admiralty  to  retain  rather 
than  lose  their  sen-ices.  I  would  like  to 
say  one  word  more  in  conclusion.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  seamen  who  leave 
the  Naval  Reserve  after  doing  five, or  ten 
years  drill,  and  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  men  who  leave  the  Royal 
Navy  after  ten  years  service.  1  would 
like  to  ask  the  Admiralty  whether  they 
think  that  it  would  not  be  wise,  and  per- 
haps profitable,  to  establish  a  Naval 
Reserve  of  Volunteers.  I  believe  myself 
that  a  large  number  of  the  men  who  have 
served  in  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  and  in 
the  Navy  would  be  willing  to  volunteer 
for  such  a  Naval  Reserve,  to  consist  of 
men  who  could  be  employed  only  in 
ease  of  emergency  for  coast  defence. 
After  the  Government  have  spent 
a  large   amount  of  money    upon  train- 


ing seamen  for  ten  years  it  seems  to 
me  a  great  pity  that  their  services  should 
be  lost  to  the  country  entirely.  I  believe 
that  a  large  number  of  those  men,  if  the 
Government  were  to  establish  a  Naval 
Volunteer  Corps,  would  be  willing  to  join 
it,  for  it  would  attract  a  large  number  of 
those  ex-Navy  men  and  ex-Naval  Reserve; 
men  who  have  done  their  ten  years  drill 
in  the  Naval  Reserve.  I  am  aware  that 
we  have  the  Royal  Engineers,  but  they 
are  generally  landsmen.  I  think  if  a 
naval  brigade  was  formed  of  ex-Naval 
Reserves  and  ex-Navy  men  they  would 
form  a  very  valuable  force  for  coast 
defence.  I  beg  to  apologise  to  the  House 
for  having  detained  it  so  long. 

Colonel  DENNY  (KilnmrnockBurghs):. 
I  very  largely  agree  with  what  fell  from 
my  hon.  friend  behind  me  in  reference  to 
the  status  of  engineer  officers.  I  am  glad 
to  learn  that  the  Admiralty,  under  con- 
stant pressure,  have  considerably  amelio- 
rated the  lot  of  the  engineers.  They 
have  given  them  better  rank  and  better 
pay,  but  still  more  recognition  is  desired  of 
their  position  than  they  have  yet  got.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Midcllesbrough  and  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Torquay 
made  out  that  the  demand  of  the  engi- 
neer officers  for  power  to  punish  their 
subordinates  in  minor  cases  is  a  demand 
that  stands  by  itself.  I  .venture  to  say  it 
is  not ;  it  is  part  of  a  system  put  in  force. 
It  is  of  no  use  for  anyone  to  deny  nowa- 
days that  the  work  of  the  engineers  has 
progressed  enormously  in  comparison  with 
the  work  done  on  deck.  I  most  earnestly 
make  the  claim  that  the  engineers  should 
have  still  further  recognition,  and  should 
have  the  power  of  punishing  their  men  in 
their  hands.  I  believe  that  if  they  had  it 
they  would  put  it  into  effect  as  little 
as  any  other  officer  on  the  quarter-deck 
would.  We  have  to  recollect  that  the 
stokers  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy  do  not 
enter  the  service  at  the  same  time  as  the 
bluejackets.  The  bluejackets  are  caught 
|  young,  but  the  stokers  are  brought  into 
i  the  service  at  a  mature  age,  and  have  not 
been  under  the  discipline  which  deck  hands 
have  experienced  since  their  youth,  and 
the  engineer  officers  ought  to  have 
moderate  powers  of  punishment.  We  who 
represent  the  engineers  in  this  House, 
however,  gratefully  acknowledge,  so  far 
as  it  goes,  the  improvement  made  in  the 
status  of  these  officers  in  the  Navy.  As 
to  the   remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for- 
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Middlesbrough  on  the  Reserve,  I  would 
point  out  to  the  House  that  we  have  now 
&  Navy  of  150,000  men  and  boys,  with 
29,000  reservists,  or  a  total  of  180,000. 
The  House  will  at  once  see  the  difficulty 
there  is  for  shipowners  to  man  their  ships 
entirely  with  British  sailors.  We  have 
one  half  of  the  whole  carrying  trade  of 
the  world  in  our  hands,  and  our  area  of 
choice  for  seamen  is  confined ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  impossible  to  put  any  limits  to 
the  shipowners  as  to  the  nationality  of 
the  men  they  employ.  That  must  be  left 
almost  entirely  to  them,  or  a  great  deal 
more  harm  than  good  will  be  done. 
There  is  a  subject  on  which  I  would  like 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  give 
me  some  information.  In  his  printed 
statement  the  First  Lord  said  that  four 
river  gunboats  had  been  sent  out  to  the 
China  station,  three  for  service  on  the 
Yangtze  river,  and  one  for  the  West 
River.  I  happen  to  know  something  of 
that  region  through  being  concerned  in 
putting  on  the  first  mercantile  steamship 
there.  If  what  I  hear  is  true,  I  fear  that 
these  gunboats  are  wholly  inefficient  for 
the  purpose  for  which  they  have  been 
built.  Between  the  towns  of  Neu  Chang 
and  Chang  Tung,  on  the  Yangtze  river, 
there  are  rapids  running  at  a  speed  ac- 
cording to  the  imagination  of  the  man 
looking  at  them ;  but  there  is  a  concensus 
of  opinion  that  the  speed  is  very  fast 
indeed.  I  understand  the  gun  vessels 
sent  out  are  of  very  slow  speed,  and  that 
they  have  never  yet  attempted  to  pass  the 
rapids;  and  I  am  told  that  if  they  do 
attempt  it  they  will  fail  on  account 
of  the  want  of  speed.  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
instructions  for  an  investigation  into 
this  matter,  and  for  a  trial  of  the  gun- 
boats to  see  whether  they  have  sufficient 
speed  to  stem  the  rapids.  There  is  nothing 
more  important  for  the  trade  that  we,  in 
this  country,  are  trying  to  develop  on 
the  Yangtze  river  than  that  we  should 
have  gunboats  of  a  proper  type  for  police- 
ing  that  river  and  also  the  West  Kiver. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  claimed 
that  additional  work  should  be  given  to  the 
dockyards,  but  I  radically  differ  from  him 
in  his  views  in  regard  to  the  use  of  Her 
Majesty's  dockyards.  These  ought  to  be 
engaged  in  preparing  war  vessels  for  im- 
mediate service  in  time  of  war.  If  we 
may  judge  from  the  only  recent  wars — 
the  American-Spanish  war,  and  the  China- 
Japanese  war — the  number  of  vessels  to 
Colonel  Denny. 
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j  be  repaired  would  be  very  considerable, 

and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  dock- 
|  yards.  The  Admiralty  seems  to  think 
I  that  there  is  an  unlimited  supply  of  men, 
j  but  I  can  assure  the  House  that  all  private 
I  firms  want  to  know  where  they  are  to  get 
'  the  men  to  do  the  work  on  hand,  and  yet 
i  hon.  Members  for  the  dockyard  con- 
;  stituencies  are  clamouring  for  more  work, 

which  means  the  taking  away  of  men 
j  from  the  private  yards.  Now  I  am 
j  sorry  to  say  that  the  supply  of  men 
i  in  the  private  yards  does  not  seem 
due  to  the  practice  in 
limiting  the  number 
What     we      require 

really  is  less  work  in  the  dockyards,  and 
|  more  in  the  private  yards.     There  is  only 

one  other  subject  to  which  I  wish  to  draw 
:  attention — namely,  that  of  the  water-tube 
!  boilers,  which  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
,  ber  for  Gateshead  has  argued  with  great 
j  force  on  many  occasions.     He  has  had  the 

•  disadvantage  of  arguing  the  case  as  a  pro- 
i  feasional  man  against  right  hon.  Gcntle- 

.  men  on  the  front  bench  who  are  not  pro- 
,  fessional  men.  The  Admiralty  appear  to 
,  have  pinned  their  faith  irretrievably  to 
1  water-tube  boilers,  and  to  one  make  of 
j  water-tube  boilers,  and  that  a  type  which 
|  I  have  never  known  to  be  used  in  the 
■  mercantile  marine,  and  which  is  not  to  be 
i  found  outside  the  French  navy.     We  are 

•  all  too  anxious  to  prove  that  that  type  is 
,  the  best.  Yet  what  are  we  to  think  of  it 
|  after  the  trial  between  the  "  Highflyer" 
1  and  the  "  Minerva"  ?  The  former  is  one  of 
|  the  most  modern  ships  with  the  water-tube 
!  boilers,  and  the  latter  is  an  old  ship  with 

return  boilers.  The  performance  of  the 
;  "  Highflyer  "  was  a  fiasco ;  it  was  almost 
1  a  miserable  wreck,  and  kept  signalling  for 
help.  It  was  a  fiasco  not  only  with  regard  to 
boiler  endurance  but  especially  with  regard 
to  coal  consumption,  and  that  is  most  sig- 
nificant; whereas  the  "  Minerva,"  although 
an  old  ship,  always  came  up  smiling  and 
ready  for  work.  I  always  understood 
that  water-tube  boilers  had  been  adopted 
for  two  reasons :  first  because,  being 
they  carried  less  water;  and 
l>ecause  they  gave  additional 
for  guns  or  armour.  But 
decreasing  weight  in  water 
is  eaten  up  by  a  large  addi- 
tional consumption  of  fuel,  I  fail  to 
see  in  what  case  we  are  better  off;  and  I 
maintain  that,  as  the  result  of  that  triu 
the  "  Highflyer  "  is  a  failure.  I  asau* 
the  First   Lord  that  we    are   only  too 
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to  prove  that  in  adopting  the 
j  boiler  the  Admiralty  were  in  the 
>ut  that  was  not  a  trial  that 
atisfy  me  or  any  of  my  pro- 
friends.  Last  year  I  made  an 
he  First  Lord  to  get  a  suitable 
ee  together  to  make  a  perfect 
d  I  contend  we  are  entitled  to 
professional  men  in  this  House 
not  enemies  but  friends  of  the 
;y,  a  fair,  just,  and  open  trial  so 
iay  be  proved  whether  the  Ad- 
s  right  or  wrong.  I  hold  the 
of  the  country  are  far  and  above 
est  of  any  single  man  or  body  of 
I  that  it  would  be  in  the  interest 
First  Lord  himself  and  of  the 
if  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
iuch.a  boat  as  the  "  Highflyer" 
mds  of  a  committee  composed, 
f  naval  engineers  and  partly  of 
ineers,  in  order  that  that  vessel 
>roperly  tried.  The  First  Loid 
that  "  if  we  are  wrong,  every- 
j  is  wrong  "  ;  which  reminds  me 
ory  of  the  old  Scotchwoman  who 
the  Lord  that  after  all  her 
rs  were  as  bad  as  herself.  But 
Id  be  an  exceedingly  small  con- 
x>  the  country.  The  First  Lord 
;  believe  that  there  are  any 
icks  on  account  of  these 
>e  lwjilers.  We  are  cora- 
j  an  enormous  expenditure  for 
lers,  which  is  going  on  from  day 
>ut,  I  hold,  the  taxpayers  of  the 
who  are  largely  civilians, 
j  permitted  to  have  such  a  trial 
toilers  as  to  satisfy  us  absolutely 
'  are  right.  There  are  plenty  of 
i  in  this  country  who  would  be 
o  serve  on  such  a  committee  as 
It  would  not  cost  much,  and 
let  us  know  whether  the  First 
absolutely  wrong,  and  we  are 
y  right  in  regard  to  these  water- 
ers. 

ion  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
were  not  present  (Mr.  William 
o,  Clare,  L.).  House  counted,  and 
tubers  being  found  present, 

DUCKWORTH  (Lancashire, 
n) :  It  may  seem  somewhat  out 
tnat  I,  the  representative  of  a 
dustrial  community,  shoidd  inter- 
a  debate  such  as  this,  but  I  can 
ie  House  that  those  busy  bees  in 
of  industry  in  the  North  take  a 


deep  interest  in  this  subject,  not  only 
ljecause  they  have  a  keen  concern  in  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  and  desire  to  feel 
assured  that  the  Navy  is  efficient,  but 
because  they  know  that  to  a  very  large 
extent  they  have  to  supply  the  sinews  of 
war.  Indeed,  they  do  not  fail  to  observe 
that  there  is  a  continual  increase  in  the 
Naval  Estimates  brought  before  this 
House.  It  would  appear  that  the  greater 
these  Estimates  become,  the  more  coolly 
and  confidentially  does  the  First  Lord 
bring  them  before  the  House.  I  re- 
member, two. years  ago,  when  the  First 
Lord  stood  at  the  Table  and  referred  to 
the  time  when,  with  some  degree  of 
trembling,  he  asked  the  House  for  a  sum 
of  nine  millions.  At  that  time  he  asked 
for  twenty-three  millions ;  but  now,  with 
great  confidence  and  coolness,  he  asks  for 
the  large  sum  of  twenty-seven  millions; 
and  I  believe  the  country  will  treat  this 
demand  with  as  much  coolness  and  con- 
fidence as  the  First  Lord  himself  does.  I  feel 
disposed  to  congratulate  him  on  what  I 
will  call  the  sane,  sensible,  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  reasonable  nature  of 
his  proposals.  He  and  his  colleagues  have 
not  lost  their  heads.  In  these  times  of 
war,  passion,  and  excitement,  they  have 
not  manifested  any  panic  ;  and  although 
there  is  this  year  an  increase  of  nearly  a 
million  of  money  in  the  Estimates,  I  think 
that  perhaps  we  may  be  thankful  to  the 
First  Lord  and  his  colleagues  for  not 
having  taken  advantage  of  public  feeling, 
and  having  caused  the  Estimates  to  be  far 
larger  than  they  are.  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  the  country,  on  the  whole, 
will  not  begrudge  the  money  he  has  asked 
for,  if  they  can  be  assured  that  they  get 
value  for  it,  and  that  they  can  have  some 
confidence  in  the  security  of  the  country 
so  far  as  its  defences  are  concerned.  My 
one  purpose  in  rising  to  address  the 
House  is  not  to  follow  the  technical  argu- 
ments of  experts,  but  to  say  a  few  words 
in  favour  of  the  Royal  Marines.  Amongst 
the  experiences  of  my  youth  were  some 
connected  with  that  part  of  the  service  ; 
and  although  that  is  now  over  forty  years 
ago,  I  have  never  ceased  to  have  a  sym- 
pathetic feeling  towards  the  marines.  I 
consider  that  corps  the  finest  in  Her 
Majesty's  service,  and  we  have  only  to 
follow  what  they  have  done  in  South 
Africa  to  conclude  that  down  to  the 
present  time  they  have  kept  their  good 
name,  and  proved  themselves  worthy  of 
it/    I  do  not  think  that  we  use  the  Royal 
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Marines  to  the  greatest  advantage.  I  was 
somewhat  taken  aback  to  hear  that  they 
are  a  decreasing  quantity,  and  if  that  is 
true  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  mistaken 
policy.  I  think. instead  of  having  them 
decreased,  we  ought  to  he  anxious  to 
increase  their  number. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  The  Royal 
Marines  have  been  continually  increased 
during  the  last  three  years;  it  is  the 
seamen  who  have  been  decreasing. 

*Mu.  DUCKWORTH :  I  beg  pardon  ; 
I  must  have  been  under  some  misappre- 
hension, and  I  am  delighted  that  I  was 
mistaken  on  that  matter.  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  tour  in  the  East,  during 
which  time  I  visited  Malta  and  Gibraltar, 
and  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  these 
places  should  be  garrisoned  by  marines 
instead  of  by  Line  regiments.  I  do  not 
think  the  marines  have  had  the  encour- 
agement to  which  they  are  entitled,  or 
that  the  public  really  understand  what 
they  have  to  do  and  are  capable  of  doing. 
They  are  men  prepared  to  fight  on  land 
or  sea.  In  South  Africa  they  seem  to  be 
absorbed  in  the  Naval  Brigade,  and  the 
reports  state  that  the  Naval  Brigade  have 
done  this,  that,  and  the  other  thing, 
while  little  is  said  or  known  about  the 
marines.  This  is  a  long-standing  com- 
plaint ;  in  fact,  I  used  to  hear  of  it  as  a 
youth.  I  have  a  letter  from  a  young 
fellow  at  the  front  in  South  Africa,  who 
has  taken  part  in  four  engagements  with 
the  marines.  He  writes  after  the  battle 
of  Graspan  that — 

"  The  marines  here  have  been  disappointed 
at  the  reports  of  the  battle  in  some  of  the 
papers.  There  was  nothing  but  that  the  blue- 
jackets had  been  doing  this,  that,  and  the 
other  thing,  and  that  the  bluejackets  had 
charged  ud  the  hill.  There  was  not  even  a 
mention  tnat  the  marines  were  there.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  were  only  fifty  blue- 
jackets compared  with  220  marines  in  the 
tiring  line." 

That  is  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  upon 
the  field  of  l>attle  has  been  made  a  non- 
commissioned officer.  There  is  another 
reform  which  might  be  brought  about  on 
behalf  of  the  marines,  and  this  applies  to 
the  Army  generally,  and  that  is  in  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  food.  The 
rations  of  the  private  soldier  per  day  is 
one  pound  of  bread  and  three  quarters  of 
i  pound  of  meat  including  bone. 

Afr.  Duckivorth. 


♦Mil.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER:  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  naval  rations 
he  would  be  in  order,  but  in  referring  to 
military  rations  he  is  not  in  order. 

♦Mr.  DUCKWORTH:  I  am  referring 
to  the  rations  of  the  marines,  and  2 
the  amounts  I  give  are  not  correct  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  it.  I  daresay  the  bread  is 
better  in  quality  now  than  it  used  to  be, 
but  I  remember  when  we  used  to  take  out 
the  inside  of  a  loaf  and  try  and  make  it 
stick  on  the  wall.  If  it  is  not  better  than 
it  was  forty  years  ago  there  is  great  room 
for  improvement.  The  bread  such  as  I 
have  described  is  much  worse  in  some 
j  respects  than  that  given  in  the  work- 
j  houses,  and  not  a  great  deal  better  than 
I  that  given  to  prisoners.  There  is  no 
:  reason  for  keeping  to  this  poor  diet 
I  because  food  is  so  much  cheaper  now.  I 
|  think  the  time  has  now  come  when  the 
•  sailor  and  marine,  as  well  as  the  soldier, 
,  ought  at  all  events  to  have  a  pat  of 
j  butter  for  their  bread  at  breakfast  and 
|  tea,  and  now  and  then  a  piece  of  cheese 
by  way  of  a  change.  If  the  Government 
has  money  which  it  has  been  unable  to 
spend  on  naval  extension,  I  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  use  it  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  food.  Another  way  in 
which  the  service  might  be  made  more 
attractive  is  by  having  a  smarter  uniform 
for  these  men.  If  the  uniform  was  male 
more  attractive  the  service  would  gain 
exceedingly.  These  are  practical  sugges- 
tions which  in  the  face  of  a  possible  resort 
to  conscription,  or  some  kind  of  enforced 
service,  the  Government  ought  to  con- 
sider. Conscription  in  this  country  is 
neither  necessary  nor  desirable,  and  I 
have  always  been  of  opinion  that  soldiers, 
like  poets,  are  born,  and  not  made. 
What  is  required  is  to  make  the  service 
so  attractive  that  the  martial  instinct  is 
drawn  towards  it,  and  if  that  is  done  we 
shall  not  have  to  complain  so  much  of  the 
difficulty  in  getting  men.  The  men  who 
fight  our  battles  are  not  treated  so 
generously  as  they  ought  to  be,  especially 
in  the  way  of  food,  and  also  in  other 
things  in  barrack  life.  In  barrack  life 
there  are  what  I  may  call  petty  filching* 
from  their  miserable  pittance,  and  all 
these  things  ought  to  be  swept  away  and 
the  men  treated  in  a  more  liberal  spirit 
Men  who  go  out  to  fight  the  battles  of 
a  wealthy  country  like  ours,  where  money 
is  of  little  consequence,  when  they  come 
home  to  lwirrack  life  ought  to  be  made  to 
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el  that  everything  possible  is  being  done 
r  their  comfort  by  a  rich  and  grateful 
untry. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SIDEBOTTOM  ' 
Derbyshire,  High  Peak)  said  although 
i  represented  an  inland  constituency,  j 
d  in  consequence  would  probably  not 
expected  to  speak  on  naval  matters,  he 
tervened  because  he  had  the  honour  i 
be  connected  with  one  of  the  armour- 
ite  manufacturing  companies  which  had 
en  referred  to.  His  object  in  so  doing 
is  to  dispel  some  little  misapprehension 
lich  appeared  to  have  arisen  in  the 
arse  of  the  debate.  The  right  hon.  ', 
;ntleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
ralty  was  absolutely  correct  in  his 
itement  that  armour-plate  manufac- 
rers  were  not  able  to  deliver  in  due 
ne  the  orders  entrusted  with  them  ;  but 
eir  inability  to  execute  orders  was  due,  , 
would  be  apparent  to  the  most  casual  i 
server,  to  the  engineers'  strike.  Last  year 
considerable  increase  in  the  output  over 
at  of  the  preceding  year  took  place,  and 
is  year  there  would  be  a  further  in- 
ease  of  25  or  30  per  cent.  Large  sums 
id  been  expended  in  increasing  the  plant 
>r  this  work,  and  if  the  First  Lord  would 
ly  how  much  armour  plate  would  be  re- 
uired  from  any  particular  firm  in  a  given 
ime  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the 
>nler  would  be  executed.  He  had  inter- 
vened in  the  debate  merely  because  he 
bought  it  right  that  the  House  should 
know  the  exact  position  of  affairs. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  said 
that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  there  prevailed 
amongst  the  large  linoleum  manufacturers 
of  the  country  a  disbeb'ef  in  the  fair  play 
exercised  at  the  Admiralty  with  regard 
*>  linoleum  contracts.  Invariably  the 
*rgest  contract  was  given  to  one  par- 
ocular  firm,  and  there  was  a  feeling  on 
•le  part  of  some  manufacturers  that 
inoleum  of  a  quality  inferior  to  that 
endered  for  was  being  supplied.  The 
quality  tendered  for  was  three-sixteenths, 
Hit  that  supplied  according  to  the 
amples  which  he  held  in  his  hand  was 
e«B  than  one-eighth.  It  was  essential  that 
he  best  quality  should  he  supplied,  because 
he  lives  of  the  men  depended  on  it.  If, 
however,  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
*ould  undertake  to  give  his  personal 
tttentvm  to  the  matter  he  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied. 

\  VOL  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Sir  SAMUEL  HOARE  (Norwich) :  I 
only  rise  to  offer  a  few  observations  on 
the  points  which  refer  to  the  Reserve  men 
from  the  Navy.     There  is  a  vast  number 
of  what  I  may   call    off-shore    fishermen 
on  the  east  coast,  as  distinguished  from 
the   fishermen   who   go    to  sea  for  com- 
paratively long  voyages,  who  are  as  loyal 
and   warm-hearted    Englishmen    as    any 
men   in   the   country,   and   who   are    as 
willing    and    as    ready    to    serve    their 
country  in  case  of  necessity  as  any  men 
in  any  part  of  the  Empire.     I  am  anxious 
that   the   First   Lord  of    the  Admiralty 
should   consider   whether   he   could    not 
!  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  some  of 
those  men  as  Reserves.     In  the  case  of  a 
mobilisation   of   the   Fleet   most   of   the 
Coastguards  would  be  required  for  service 
in  the  Fleet,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  find  these  men  could  be 
made,   in   such   times   of   emergency,   of 
!  great   use   for  coast    defence.      I    would 
therefore    suggest    that  some  of  the  off- 
shore fishermen  should  be  asked  to  join  a 
Coastguard    Reserve,    which    would    be 
available  to  guard  our  coasts  in  case  the 
regular   men  were  called  upon  to  go  to 
sea.      It   would   be  a  simple  matter  to 
drill  these  men.     The  chief  boatman  now 
drills  his  four  or  five  men  of  the  Coast- 
guard, and  it  would  be  no  more  trouble  to 
him    if   he   had   from    time    to    time    a 
certain    number    of    these    young    men 
from    the   district    to    drill    with   them. 
I  At  Cromer  there  is  a  chief  officer  with 
naval   men   who   could   drill   twenty    or 
thirty  men  as  well  as  the  six  or  seven  he 
is  drilling  at  the  present  time.     When  we 
are  considering  the  defence  of  our  coasts 
there  is  nothing  we  should    have   more 
regard  to  than  good  signalling.     My  sug- 
i  gestion  is  that  fishermen  should  be  taught 
the  work  of  signalling,   which   could   be 
done  in  a  short  time,  because  .their  whole 
life  is  spent  in  watching  the  sea.     Every- 
one who  knows  anything  of  the  dash  and 
daring  exhibited  by  fishermen  in  the  life- 
boat  service  will  agree  with  me  when  I 
say  they  are  amongst  the  pluckiest  men 
in   the  country,  and   it  does  seem  a  pity 
that  an   attempt  should   not  be  made  to 
draw  these  men  into  some  sort  of  service, 
where  in  times  of  emergency  they  would 
i  be  of  the  greatest  use.     There  are  some 
4,000  men  now  serving  in  the  Coastguard 
who  would  be  available  for  service  at  sea, 
!  and  I  believe  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage  if  the  Admiralty  would  start 
some  sort  of  Coastguard  Reserve. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM   REDMOND :   I  rise  ' 
to  call  attention  to  the  inadequate  supply 
of  Roman  Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Royal 
Navy.     This  matter  has   been    brought 
before  the  Admiralty  year  aftor  year,  but 
so  far  as  I  know  no  satisfactory  solution  i 
of  the  difficulty  has  been  arrived  at.     In  | 
answer  to  a  question  of  mine  the  other 
day  the  First  Lord  in  his  reply  seemed  to  \ 
say  that  the  Admiralty  had  met  the  views  , 
of  the  Catholic  hierarchy  in  this  matter. 
I  do  not  think  that  w\\\  be  found  to  be 
the  case,  because  Cardinal  Logue,  in  his 
Lenten  pastoral  just  issued,  expresses  his 
grave   dissatisfaction   with    the   existing 
state   of   things  by  which  thousands  of 
Roman  Catholic  sailors  in  Her  Majesty's  i 
service  are  unable  to  receive  the  ministra- ! 
tions  of  their  religion.     With  regard  to 
the  Army,  I   think  the  matter  has  been 
satisfactorily   dealt  with  ;  but  there  is  a 
great  deal   of  dissatisfaction  in  Catholic  j 
circles,    not    only    in    Ireland,    but     in  ; 
England,  at  the  fact  that  there  are  so  few 
Roman  Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Navy. 
There  are  a  great  many  Catholic  sailors 
in  the  Navy,  and  I  think  it  is  a  legitimate 
ground  of  complaint  that  in  this  matter 
their  interests  have  not  been  looked  after. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  only 
express  the  feeling  of  the  House  and  the 
country  when  I  say  with  what  admiration 
we  listened  to  the  interesting  statement 
of  the  First  Lord.  But  there  was  one 
passage  in  that  statement  which  does  not 
exactly  inspire  me  with  the  confidence 
that  the  coaling  of  the  Fleet  is  being 
approached  quite  in  that  spirit  in  which 
some  of  us  would  like  to  see  it  treated. 
I  refer  to  the  use  which  is  being  made  of 
colonial  coal.  About  ten  days  ago  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  told  me  in 
reply  to  a  question  that  it  was  true  that 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  great  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  coal,  Australian  coal 
was  now  obtained  on  terms  which  made 
it  compare  most  favourably  with  that 
which  is  obtained  in  this  country.  He 
further  told  me  that  the  Admiralty  were 
considering  to  what  extent  they  could 
make  use  of  the  offers  of  coal  which  I 
understood  from  him  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Admiralty  from  various  represen- 
tatives of  the  Australian  coal  interest  in 
this  country.  1  have  very  little  jwrsonal 
knowledge  of  Australian  coal,  and  abso- 
lutely no  interest  in  Australian  or  English 
coal,  but  I  think  the  House  and  the 
nation    will    be    pleased    if,    consistently 


with  efficient  service,  it  is  found  possible 
to  make  use  of  Australian  and  other 
colonial  coal  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Navy.  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
has  already  informed  me  that  this  matter 
is  being  investigated,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Admiralty  are  considering  a 
problem  which  has  been  solved  by  inde* 
dependent  persons  in  a  manner  whidi 
ought  to  hasten,  if,  indeed,  it  does  not 
render  superfluous,  the  investigation 
in  which  they  are  now  engaged. 
No  one  would  desire  that  colonial  and 
Australian  coal  should  l>e  used  unless  it 
can  be  shown  to  be  suitable  for  consump- 
tion in  Her  Majesty's  ships.  I  am  in- 
formed on  very  good  authority,  however, 
not  only  that  Australian  coal  can  be  fur- 
nished to  the  Admiralty,  freight  and  all 
other  charges  included,  at  a  price  a  little 
less  than  two-thirds  of  what  they  are 
now  paying,  but  that  its  efficiency  for, 
and  adaptability  to,  the  needs  of  the 
Navy  are  proved  by  its  use  by  some  of 
the  great  American  liners,  by  the  navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  by  the  fleets  of 
some  of  the  foreign  Powers.  I  trust  that 
the  Admiralty  will  hasten  as  much  ai 
possible  the  investigation  they  are  making 
into  the  subject. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  :  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the 
changes  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  proposes  to  make  in  the  Naval 
Medical  Department.  We  should  give 
credit  where  credit  is  due,  and  I  think 
the  effect  of  these  changes  will  l>e  to  make 
that  department  much  more  efficient  in 
the  future.  They  are  wise  and  provident 
changes,  and  I  congratulate  the  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  the  Junior  Lord 
on  having  suggested  them,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  having  made  them. 
Hitherto  surgeons  going  into  the  Navy 
have  had  to  pass  an  ordinary  competitive 
examination,  and  pass  on  directly  to  their 
service  in  connection  with  their  profe* 
sion ;  but  now  these  gentlemen  coming 
fresh  from  the  medical  schools  will  have 
the  great  advantage  of  going  through  *i 
special  course  of  practical  instnictkt 
at  Haslar  Hospital,  and  there  leanunf; 
all  the  details  of  their  future  medical 
service.  That  will  be  a  great  advatf 
tage,  and  one  which  their  preoV: 
cessors  in  some  instances  greatly  wanted 
Then  again  these  officers  have  »J 
be  sent  off  to  various  quarters  of  the ; 
world,  where  they  are  often  brought  into 
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■ontact    with    conditions    and     diseases 
rhich  they  have  had  no  possible  chance 
>f  studying  previously.     In  future  it  has 
>een  promised  that  they  shall  he  given 
pecial     instruction     in     these     diseases 
t  naval   hospitals.     In    addition,  it    is 
esirable     that     medical     officers   separ- 
ted     from     the     centres    of     scientific  ! 
Jtivity   for   long  periods   when   at   sea  j 
lould  have  the  opportunity  of  attending  j 
jst-graduate  courses  of  lectures  on  their  ! 
>tura  home,  and  I  hope  that  in  future  ' 
Tangements  may  be  made  by  which  even 
le  senior  officers,  as  well  as  the  jjunior  j 
ficers,  may  attend  the  medical  schools  j 
id       make      themselves       acquainted 
ith  the  latest  developments  in  surgery  ' 
id    medicine.      I   congratulate  the  Ad- 1 
iralty    upon    its  departure   from  that 
range  spirit  of     meanness    which   has  ! 
therto  required  naval  medical  officers  to 
id    their  own   instruments.      This  has 
itherto   amounted    to    a   fine  of  about 
50   on    the   medical  officer,  and  I  have 
ways  regarded  it  as  a  disgrace  to  the 
admiralty.     That  will  be  done  away  with 
a    the    future.      In    my    opinion,    the 
hanges    indicate     an     enlightened    de- 
urture,   so   far  as  the    medical  depart- ! 
iaent  of  the  Navy  is  concerned.     They  i 
will  give  satisfaction  to  the   profession, 
and  will  encourage  young  medical  men  ] 
to  enter  upon  careers  of  great  usefulness. 

fMR.ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast,  W.): 
I  Aare  in  the  sense  of  reassurance  con- 
veyed by  the  dignity  and   simplicity  of 
Ike  speech  of  the  First  Lord.     The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  has  calmly  reviewed  the 
•Imost  panic-stricken   suggestions   which 
bare  been  urged  by  some  critics,  and  has 
Bnnly  stated  his   own  policy.     For  my- 
lelf,  knowing  the  ships  of  the  Navy  even 
tetter  than  I  know  the  regiments  of  the  ! 
Irmy,   I  can  certainly  say  that  if   the  ; 
firit  of  criticism  is  ever  found  in  me  it  i 
«a»es  when  I  come  into  contact  with  the 
•alities  of  the  Navy.     Going  from  dock- ! 
lid  to  dockyard  and  from  ship  to  ship,  I 
Birn  what  I  can,  but  wherever  I  go  I  am 
Dreed  to  the  conclusion  that,  within  the  ! 
mits  of  possibility,  what  is  practicable  ■ 
5  be  done  is  being  done,  and  1  feel  abso- ! 
ttely  compelled  to  give  my  testimony  to  ] 
*e  efficiency  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
•    now     administered.       From     cither 
de    of    the    House     there    have   been 
Kpressions    of    satisfaction,    and,    with 
Igard   to  what  has  been  said  about  the 
Sneering    branch,    I    hope    that    the 


changes  prosage  further  improvements  in 
the  future.  The  time  is  coming  when 
this  branch  of  the  service  will  have  to 
share  the  privileges  accorded  to  the  com- 
batant branches,  and  I  have  great  hope 
that  under  the  present  spirit  of  adminis- 
tration the  levelling  up  will  continue. 
There  are  one  or  two  points  upon  which, 
perhaps,  the  Admiralty  will  supplement 
the  statement  made.  The  question  of 
boilers  is  one  of  those.  On  this  subject  I 
am  an  amateur  and  outsider,  though 
probably  I  have  been  in  more  stokeholes 
than  most  Members,  and  speak  as  a  person 
interested  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  in- 
formed. The  proper  attitude,  it  seems  to 
me,  for  any  civilian  to  assume  towards 
the  Belleville  boilers  is  to  stand  outside 
the  controversy  and  seek  for  proof  that 
the  enormous  expenditure  upon  them 
is  justified.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
the  case  in  favour  of  the  Belleville 
lx>iler  has  not  been  sufficiently  esta- 
blished, but  I  have  bowed  to  the 
professional  opinion  of  the  Admiralty. 
It  has  been  very  strongly  represented  as 
being  in  favour  of  the  Belleville  boiler, 
and  the  country  has  been  committed  to  a 
very  large  expenditure  indeed  on  the 
ground  that  the  Belleville  boiler  is  not 
oidy  a  good  l>oiler,  but  the  best  that  could 
be  produced  under  existing  circumstances 
for  Her  Majesty's  ship.  I  have  con- 
tended inside  and  outside  this  House  that 
that  proposition  may  be  true,  but  that 
it  has  never  yet  been  established.  On 
many  occasions  I  have  stated  that  in 
my  opinion  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a  real  and  fair  trial  under 
sea  -  going  conditions  between  two 
vessels,  one  fitted  with  Belleville  boilers 
and  the  other  fitted  with  Scotch  l>oilers, 
and  I  have  been  given  the  assurance  that 
such  a  trial  should  be  made.  Such  a 
trial  has  been  made,  but  it  has  not  been 
made  clear  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
what  the  result  of  that  trial  was.  As  far 
as  I  can  gather — and  I  hope  the  First 
Lord  will  contradict  me  if  I  am  wrong — 
in  the  case  of  the  "  Highflyer  "  and  the 
"  Minerva,"  a  trial  has  been  made  under 
something  approximating  to  sea-going 
conditions,  and  what  has  been  the  result  1 
The  result  has  been  that  in  every  respect 
except  one  the  Belleville  boiler  has  been 
at  an  enormous  disad vantage.  The  Belle- 
ville Iwiler  has  been  far  more  extravagant 
in  the  consumption  of  coal,  far  more 
liable  to  injury,  and  has  required  far 
more    repair    than    the    Scotch    boiler. 
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The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said  , 
last  night  that  difficulties  had  arisen  ( 
with  regard  to  machinery.  I  have 
made  a  study  of  every  report  upon  ; 
which  I  could  lay  my  hands,  both  in  the  j 
United  States  and  in  this  country,  with 
regard  to  trials  of  the  Belleville  boiler,  ' 
and  I  think  that  that  statement  of  the 
First  Lord  requires,  some  qualification. 
Many  of  those  difficulties  have  not  been 
directly  connected  with  the  boilers,  but  i 
many  of  them  have,  and  that  is  par- 
ticularly the  case  in  regard  to  the  ; 
boilers  of  the  "  Highflyer "  during  the 
recent  experiments.  There  has  been  a 
triumph  for  the  "Minerva" — the  older  and 
smaller  ship — in  regard  tothe  consumption 
of  coal,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  boilers 
after  the  trial  has  taken  place — that  is  to 
say,  there  has  been  greater  endurance  and 
there  has  been  greater  economy.  In  one 
particular,  no  doubt,  the  u  Highflyer  "  had 
the  advantage,  that  is,  in  the  power  of 
getting  up  steam  from  cold  water  or  from 
banked  fires  or  their  equivalent  in  a  much 
shorter  time  than  the  "  Minerva/'  That 
is  an  advantage.  I  have  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy 
the  whole  of  the  reports  of  the  United 
States  Navy  Department  with  regard  to 
the  steaming  qualities  of  their  ships  dining 
the  war,  and  I  admit  that  this  power  of 
getting  up  full  pressure  of  steam  at  very 
short  notice  is  very  important.  But  I  con- 
tend that  if  you  are  to  weigh  advantage 
against  advantage  the  balance  is  enor- 
mously on  the  side  of  the  ship  with  the 
small  consumption  of  coal  and  the  small 
injury  to  boilers,  and  which  can  steam 
for  a  great  distance,  as  against  the  ship 
which  at  very  short  notice  can  get 
up  steam.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  last  session  and  the  session 
before  made  to  the  House  a  statement 
with  regard  to  the  Belleville  boilers, 
which  he  then  commended,  as  qualified  by 
the  results  of  the  trial  of  the  "  Minerva  " 
and  the  "Highflyer/'  this  House  would  not 
have  given  the  same  ready  acceptance  to  his 
conclusions  as  they  did.  I  venture  to 
support  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Shipley  Division  that  we  should 
have  some  further  information  with 
regard  to  the  general  character  of  this 
boiler  before  we  are  committed  to  any 
greater  extent.  I  am  not  saying  a  word 
against  the  water-tube  boiler.  The  water- 
tube  boiler  is  bound  to  come.  But  there 
are  many  types  of  water-tube  boilers. 
The  very  boiler  mentioned  in  the  First 

Mr.  Arnold'Farster. 


Lord's  statement  —  the  Bal>cock  and 
Wilcox  l>oiler  has  this  enormous  ad- 
vantage in  its  favour,  that  it  has  found  ■ 
favour  with  the  mercantile  marine.  It 
has  been  tried  in  the  "  Sheldrake,"  and, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see,  the 
result  has  been  extremely  favourable,  and 
I  do  think  it  is  but  fair  that  the  result  of 
the  trial  with  the  "  Highflyer  " 

i  Mr.  GOSCHEN  pointed  out  that  the 
trials  between  the  "  Highflyer  "  and  the 

;  "  Minerva  "  were  not  yet  completed,  and 
until  the  full  results,  which  would  l»e  laid 
before  the  House,  had  been  obtained  it 

i  would   be   better  not  to  base  any  argu- 

;  ments  upon  them. 

j    *Mr.  ARNOLD-FOKSTEU  :  The  right 
|  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  justified  incorrect- 
1  ing  me,  but  I  have  never  stated  they  were 
j  ooncluded,  because  I  know  they  are  not 
I  contend,  however,  that  I  am  justified  in 
asking  that,  before  we  are  committed  any 
further,  wo  should  have  more  information, 
because  the  facts,  as  far  as  they  go,  are 
as  I  have  stated.     We  are  faee  to  face 
with    the   fact   that   for  a  succession  of 
years  we  have  been  told  positively  that 
the  objections  to  the  Belleville  boiler  did 
not   hold  good,  and  that   Her  Majesty* 
Navy   were  committed  to  those  toilers. 
I   am    glad    to    notice    that    this  year 
there   is   a   slight   qualification   of   that 
statement,  that   no  pledge  is  given  with 
regard  to  the  boilering  of  the  new  ship* 
and  that  the  Admiralty  reserves  its  judg- 
ment.    I  fully  accept  the  statement  that 
the  trials  are  incomplete.    It  may  be  that 
i  the  full-speed  trials  of  the  "  Highflyer" 
j  and  the  "  Minerva  "  will  produce  a  result 
which  will  vitiate  the  conclusions  I  have 
,  come  to,  and,  therefore,  to  some  extent 
!  invalidate  my  argument  Iwised  upon  the 
result  of  the  present  trials,  which,  however, 
have  been  very  important  and  considerable. 
But  I  do  ask  that  when    those  trials  are 
completed  the  House  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  exactly  what  their  ten- 
dency is.     The  Engineering  Department 
of  the  Admiralty  have  been  good  enough 
to  furnish  me  with  a  Return  as  to  certain 
ships  which  have  been   fitted   with  the 
Belleville   Yxriler.     I  am,  as  I  say,  not  an 
,  expert,  but    I  am   one  who  has  studied 
1  these    matters    very    considerably,  and, 
even   so,  I  am  lxnind   to  say  that  thai 
•  Return   is   not  a  very   lucid   or  a  very 
,  enlightening  document,   probably  owing 
i  to  the  involved  character  of  the  statistic* 
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vhich    had  to  be  given.     There  is  very 
ittle  opportunity  given  on  the  face  of  the  . 
Return  of  forming  a  real  judgment  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  ships.     What  I* should  ' 
like,  when  these  trials  of  the  "  Highflyer"  ! 
and  the  "  Minerva  "  are  completed,  is  a  | 
statement   which  can  be  understood  by  l 
plain  people  who  are  not  specialists.  That 
is  not  too  great  a  demand  to  make.  Such  ' 
a  statement  is  made  year  after  year  by  , 
the  United  States  Navy  Department,  and,  ' 
though    I   am  little   more    than  a   mere  ! 
amateur,  I  do  say  that  those  statements  ( 
are  perfectly  lucid,  clear,  and  comprehen- 
sive.    What  we  want  is  not  a  table  with 
fifteen  columns  and  a  mass  of  statistics, 
which  even  a  specialist  who  had  given  all 
his   life  to  the  matter  would  find  some 
difficulty   in    interpreting,    but   a    plain, 
straightforward  statement,  giving  the  im- 
pressions of  persons  of    experience   and 
knowledge  as  to  what  are  the  real  advan- 
tages to  our  Navy  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  it  is  likely  to  be  engaged  of  one 
particular  system  as  against  another.     I 
do  not  pretend  for  a  moment  to  set  myself 
in  opposition  to  the  expert  opinion  of  the 
Admiralty  with   regard  to  the  Belleville 
l)oiler,  but  I  do  ask,  as  a   Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  Parliament  may 
!>e  frankly  fr>ld  the  result  of  these  trials, 
and  why,  if  the  Belleville  boilers  are  to  be 
adopted,    they    are    supposed    to    be    so 
superior  to  the  Scotch  boilers,  the  Babcock 
and   Wilcox  lioiler.  and  the  many  other 
types  which  are  under  trial  at  the  present 
time.     There  is  one  other  matter  alxnit 
which  I  should  like  to  say  a  word.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  no  doubt  think 
it   is   a   hardy    annual,  but   the  circum- 
stances  of   the   present   year  are  excep- 
tional, and  therefore,  perhaps,  I  need  not 
apologise    for    mentioning    it    again.     1 
notice  that  the  figures  given  with  refe- 
rence    to   the  Naval   Reserve  were  to  a 
certain    extent   much    more    satisfactory 
than  in   the  past  year  or  two,  and  that 
more    is     being     done     to    render    the 
Naval    Reserve  a  really  useful    body  in 
time    of    war.     But    I    regret   that   still 
nothing  is  being  done  to  utilise  that  one 
force    which  this   country  has    in  excess 
of     all      other      countries,     the      great 
force     which      is      supplied      by     those 
who  follow  the  sea  for  love  of  the  sea. 
This  year  we  have  seen  the  great  assist- 
ance the  War  Office  has  obtained  out  of 
tie  principle  of  volunteering.    Nearly  half 
of  the  troops  in  South  Africa  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  are  volunteers,  and  I  venture 


to  say  they  are  not  the  worse  half.  I  do 
not  quite  understand  and  never  have 
understood  why  the  Admiralty  has  set  its 
face  against  volunteers.  Most  of  our 
great  victories  at  sea  in  the  past  have 
been  won  largely  by  ships  manned  by 
volunteers.  I  include  the  privateering, 
which  in  itself  is  volunteering.  There  is  cer- 
tainly nothing  in  the  history  of  our  nation 
which  should  prejudice  us  against  volun- 
teers. Every  year  I  go  along  the  coast  of 
these  islands,  in  the  inlets,  up  the  rivers, 
and  out  at  sea,  and  every  year  I  become 
more  and  more  impressed  with  the 
enormous  reserve  of  power  possessed  bv 
this  country  if  it  were  but  utilised. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth 
is  perfectly  correct  in  saying  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  bluejackets 
in  the  Navy  who  have  never  been 
in  a  boat  in  their  lives ;  there 
are  thousands  who  do  not  know  at  a 
given  hour  how  the  tides  are  flowing  or 
which  way  the  winds  are  blowing ;  there 
are  thousands  who  have  no  more  idea  of 
the  tides  of  the  Channel  or  of  inland 
navigation  or  the  coast  navigation  of  this 
country  than,  I  was  going  to  say,  the 
policeman  at  the  door  of  this  House  ; 
but  he  probably  knows  more.  There 
is  a  class  of  men  who  know  all 
these  things  ;  there  are  men  to  whom 
it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  sail  their 
vessels  into  the  Thames  on  the  darkest 
night  in  the  three  hundred  and  sixty  five 
of  the  year;  there  are  men  navigating 
their  4-ton  cutters  from  the  Lizard  up  the 
Channel  without  ever  making  a  mistake  ; 
but  we  are  not  utilising  the  services  of  these 
men.  The  Admit alty  once  permitted  an 
experiment  in  volunteering,  but  that  ex- 
periment was  all  wrong.  It  was  entirely 
wrong  from  start  to  finish.  The  wrong 
men  were  taken,  and  the  wrong  officers 
were  selected.  The  men  were  put  on  a 
totally  wrong  job.  Lawyers'  clerks  and 
stockbrokers  were  set  to  scrub  decks  at 
half-past  four  in  the  morning,  and  had  to 
do  work  which  was  a  great  deal  better 
done  by  bluejackets.  No  imagination 
was  put  into  the  thing.  The  Admiralty 
did  not  realise  for  a  moment  what  the 
education,  enterprise,  and  self-respect  of 
men  of  a  certain  class  of  life  would 
enable  them  to  do.  They  did  not 
in  the  least  grasp  what  the  special 
knowledge  of  seamanship  and  so 
on  of  the  class  of  men  to  whom  I 
have  referred  could  do,  and  they  put 
down  a  very  heavy  foot  upon  this  volun. 
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tearing  experiment.  I  agreed  with  them 
and  thought  they  were  right  in  that  case, 
hut  they  have  never  yet  allowed  an  experi- 
ment to  be  tried  on  a  sane  and  reasonable 
footing.  I  have  over  and  over  again 
asked  that  at  least  a  chance,  an  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  this  large  class 
of  very  competent  men.  I  am  very 
largely  at  one  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Yarmouth  as  to  the  uselessness  of  the 
coast  defences  of  this  country.  Those 
coast  defences  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Army.  But  I  attach  enormous  import- 
ance to  the  mobile  defence  of  the  country. 
If  we  were  to  go  to  war  to-morrow,  what 
would  happen  now  would  be  what  hap- 
pened in  1 805 :  we  should  have  the 
Chamiel  from  end  to  end  swarming  with 
the  mobile  defence — torpedo-boats  and 
commissioned  boats  of  every  kind — of  our 
enemy. 

Mr.  GOSCHRX  :  And  of  our  own. 

*Mu.    AKNOLD-FORSTER:    And    of 
our  own.      That  happened  in  1805,  and 
in    1808,   and   in    1813,  when   we    were 
enormously   superior    at     sea,    and    yet 
within  sight  of  the  harbour  at  Dover  and 
within  the  limits  of   the    Downs   them- 
selves scores  and  hundreds  of  our  coast- 
ing ships  and  larger  ships  were  captured  \ 
because  the  enen.y  were  very  active  at ! 
sea.     These  ships  of  the  enemy  were  sent 
to  sea   with  very   large  crews,  and  the  i 
whole  power  of  our  sea  going  Navy  was 
unable  to  put  a  stop  to  their  depredations,  j 
If  the  Navy  were  mobilised   to-morrow,  { 
what  would  happen  ?     We  should  have 
the     Navy     doing     what     the     "blue- 
water  school  "  very  justly  say  they  ought 
to  do  ;  they  would  be  going  to  the  coasts 
of  the  enemy,  and  there  no  doubt  thoy  , 
would  be  doing  their  best  to  destroy  the  | 
enemy's   fleet.     That    is   their   function. 
But    there  is   absolutely  no  method  by 
which   men     can     be     taken,    from    the 
personnel  of  our  Navy,   to    provide    for 
the  mobile  defence  of  our  coasts.     It  is  not 
even    supposed   to   be   the   province    of  ] 
the  Navy ;  it  is  the  province  of  the  Army.  | 
I  have    seen  the  Royal    Engineer   boats 
paddling  about  the  harbours,  and  if  you 
are  depending  upon  them  you  are  depend- 
ing upon  a  very  slender  reed  indeed.  Why 
is  it  you  do  not  make  use  of  those  who 
know  our  coasts  like  an  open  book  1    If 
they  are  tried  and  found  wanting,  let  the 
experiment  be  given  up.     But   we  have  ' 
^not   tried   it.      Again   I    put    this   pro-  . 

Mr,  Amold~For$tei\ 


position   to  the   right   hon.    Gentleman. 
Will  he  give  any  sort  of  encouragement, 
or  if  he  can  induce  his  naval  advisers  for 
once  to  lay  aside — 1  do  not  like  the  word 
"  prejudice,"  because    I    have   a   sincere 
respect  for  the  Naval  Lords — to  lay  aside 
the  view  which  so  strongly  possesses  them 
that  no  good  can  come  out  of  Volunteers, 
will  he  make  this  bargain,  that  if,  in  any 
mercantile  or  maritime  port,  a  properly 
constituted      Volunteer     corps     can    be 
formed,    with     sufficient    guarantees    as 
regards     money     and     efficiency,     and 
able    to    provide    two    or    more    crews 
for  a   first-class    torpedo  -  boat,    he  will 
allow   them,  under  any   conditions    the 
Admiralty  may  like  to  make  in  regard  to 
efficiency  in  the  manning  of  the  boat  or 
in  the  stokehole  or  in  the  firing  of  the 
3 -pounder  gun,  to  take  that  boat  in  charge 
for  twelve  months  and  see  what  they  can 
make  of  it  ?     That  is  a  proposal  which 
might     fairly    be     considered     by    the 
Admiralty.     I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  agree  to 
do  that  he  will,  within  three  weeks,  get 
a  response  from  half-a-dozen  places  round 
the  coast.     What  is  the  worst  that  can 
happen  ?     There  are  some  three-score  of 
these  first-class  torpedo  boats  laid  up  in 
our    dockyards.      Let     the    right  hon. 
Gentleman  offer  one  of  these  boats  to  the 
estuary  of  the  Thames  and  another  to 
Bristol,  and  see  if  he  cannot  get  stoke- 
hold crews,  bluejacket  crews,  officers  and 
men,  for  these  boats  without  any  trouble 
at  all.     The  Admiralty,   I  suppose,  will 
say  that  the  experiment  is  bound  to  fail 
Well,  even  if  it  does  fail,  what  harm  is 
done  ?     You  will  have  given  the  use  of 
an,  at  present,  not  used  boat ;  you  will 
have   damped   the   energy   of  a  certain 
number  of  energetic  men,  and  have  shown 
them    that   they  are   as  useless  as  you 
have    supposed    them    to    be.     But    if 
the      experiment     succeeds     you     will 
have  at  your  disposal  the  nucleus  of  * 
force  which   will  put  the  whole  present 
fixed  defence  of  our  coast  absolutely  jn 
the  shade.     That  is  a  proposition  which 
I   have  made  before  and  which  I  now 
make  again.     I  say  that  the  circumstances 
of  this  year  are  propitious  for  such  an  ex- 
periment.    We  have  had  a  revelation  as 
to  what  volunteering  can  do,  and  I  d° 
hope  that  the  Admiralty,  in  which  I  can 
honestly  and  truly  say  I  have  the  most 
unbounded  confidence,    will   sympatheti- 
cally consider  this  proposition.     I  belief 
there  is  value  in  the  proposal,  and  I  a*1 
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e  experiment  is  worth  trying. 
>ne  other  matter  about  which  I 
k  upon  another  occasion,  namely, 

Marines.  I  shall  not  go  into  the 
>w,  but  I  believe  that  the  Royal 
ire  suffering  from  the  treatment 
)  received,  and  that  they  have 
s  which  are  grave  and  increasing, 
i  ought  to  be  redressed.  If  an 
ty  is  afforded  me  at  a  later 
his  debate,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
•ward  as  clearly  as  I  can  the 
which  justify  me  in  believing 
nterference  of  the  Board  is  abso- 
jessary  for  the  protection  of  that 
force  and  for  the  removal  of  an 
which  I  believe  to  be  a  real  and 
r  one.     I  shall  urge  this  matter 

attention  of  the  First  Lord, 
i  is  one  of  the  matters,   perhaps 

matter,  concerning  the  Navy 
ich  I  think  I  know  as  much  as 
lore  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
himself .  I  believe  I  know  more 
oes  about  this  matter,  because, 

very  nature  of  the  case,  the 
hich  exists  and  which  I  have 
3  exist  for  years  among  the 
irines  is  not  likely  to  come  to 
;ly  as  it  has  come  to  me.  I  have 
ght  for  grievances  ;  I  have  never 
soldier  or  a  sailor  if  he  had  a 
;  but  for  fifteen  years  I  have 
imately  associated  with  naval 
nd  with  Royal  Marine  officers, 
e  learned  what  I  have  been  told, 
he  last  two  years  I  have  seen  a 
ent  of  a  feeling  of  unrest  and 
b  in  the  Royal  Marines  which  has 
ne,  and  when  I  come  to  ask  my- 
ler  that  discontent  is  unreason- 
hether  that  dissatisfaction  with 
lition  is  a  feeling  which  I  can 

am  bound  to  answer  the  ques- 
e  negative,  and  to  say  that  it  is 
hat  it  is  one  which  anybody  situ- 
ie  same  position  would  have,  and 
f  so  1  believe  I  have  no  altcrna- 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
mal  which  can  really  give  any 
>n  in  the  matter.  This  question 
y  one  in  regard  to  which  I  differ 
$  Admiralty,  and  I  shall  take 
pportunity  of  brniging  it  before 
rion  of  the  House. 

rEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  sin- 
>ped  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
vould  not  a  year  hence  inform 
e  there  was  a  difficulty  in  getting 


guns  manufactured.     Such  an  excuse  was 
i  a  libel  upon  the  manufacturing  community 
|  of  this  the  greatest  manufacturing  country 
i  in  the  world.     The  cause  of  the  difficulty 
J  was  that  the  work  was  concentrated  in 
i  one  or  two  shops.      If  orders  were  given 
to  other  manufacturers  they  would  be  en- 
couraged to  lay  down  the  necessary  plant 
and  machinery  for  the  production  of  guns, 
but  it  was  not  to  be  expected  they  would 

fo  to  that  expense  unless  assured  of  orders, 
le  also  expressed  the  hope  that  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  the  old  muzzle- 
i  loading  guns  would  be  done  away  with 
and  replaced  by  quick-firing  guns.     As  to 
.  the  disposition  of  the  training  ships,  why 
i  did  not  the  Government  send  one  to  the 
j  north-west  of  Scotland,  where  there  would 
•  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  just  the  class 
|  of  boy  who  should  be  encouraged  to  join  the 
j  Navy.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  last  spoke,  that  there  were  an  enormous 
j  number  of  men  all  round  the  coast  who 
might  be   drawn    upon  •  for    the    Naval 
I  Volunteer  force.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
!  man  had   spoken   of   bringing  in  a  short 
j  Act  of  Parliament    to  raise  10,000  men 
i  for  this  force.     They   could   not   secure 
1  men     as      competent      stokers     without 
]  adequate   training.      If    they    employed 
incompetent  men  as  stokers  the  boilers  of 
our   ships  would  be  seriously  damaged. 
With   regard  to  surgical  instruments,  he 
hoped  the  Admiralty  would  take  care  that 
those  supplied  were  up  to  date,  and  not 
antiquated  instruments  which  he  had  seen 
in  use  in  military  hospitals. 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  I  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
that  with  regard  to  the  surgical  instru- 
ments supplied  to  medical  officers  they 
are  of  the  very  latest  and  most  up-to-date 
patteni.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Admiralty 
when  dealing  with  the  Reserve  that  every 

'  possible  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  localities, 
and  I  am  sure  that  the  hope  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  expressed  will 
be  attended  to.  There  are  one  or 
two  important  questions  of  policy 
which      have      been      raised      to-night, 

,  as  well  as  others  of  equal  import- 
ance   raised    with    reference    to   water - 

I  tube  boilers.     To  these  my  right   hon. 

1  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  reply- 
itig,  but  by  the  rules  of  the  debate  I  am 
precluded  from  taking  any  further  part 
in  the  present  discussion.     With  regard 
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to  one  or  two  questions  raised  by  hon, 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  especially  with 
regard  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Middleton  Division  of 
Lancashire,  I  wish  at  once  to  say  that  I 
am  not  able  now  to  compare  the  rations 
of  the  Royal  Marines  with  what  they 
were  forty  yearn  ago,  but  I  have  every 
reason  for  believing  that  they  are  of  the 
very  best  quality.  There  is  no  limitation 
upon  the  prices  paid  for  the  victualling  of 
the  Royal  Marines  either  afloat  or  ashore, 
and  they  should  be  of  the  very  highest 
possible  quality.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
very  few  complaints  indeed  have  been 
made  during  the  time  I  have  been  at  the 
Admiralty  of  any  of  the  contractors  who 
supply  provisions  to  the  Royal  Marines, 
and  in  every  case  where  the  complaints 
have  been  substantiated  and  proved  those 
contractors  have  been  removed  from  the 
list  of  tenderers.  We  desire  to  make  the 
service  as  attractive  as  possible,  and 
I  entirely  agree  with  hon.  Member 
who  expressed  this  view ;  and  I 
feel  sure  that  if  he  were  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  Royal  Marine  Wracks  he 
would  find  that  they  are  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  any  other  barracks  in  the 
country.  The  Admiralty  certainly  have 
had  the  comfort  of  the  force  before  them, 
and  they  have  spent  very  considerable 
sums  of  money  in  providing  conveniences 
and  attractions  for  the  divisions  when 
they  are  in  barracks.  I  would  also 
remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that,  so  far 
as  our  recruiting  for  the  force  is  concerned, 
the  returns  are  very  satisfactory,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  there  is 
anything  under  the  surface  to  tell  against 
the  very  best  class  of  recruits  joining. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  called 
my  attention  to  the  contract  for  the 
supply  of  linoleum.  I  have  had  my 
attention  directed  to  it  on  previous 
occasions,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
from  reports  which  1  have  received  from 
Her  Majesty's  ships  that  there  is  any 
ground  for  his  allegations.  The  question 
has  been  brought  before  me,  and  it  will 
receive  the  attention  of  the  administra- 
tion. My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Islington  asked  whether  the  attention  of 
the  Admiralty  had  been  directed  to  the 
colonial  coal  supply.  I  can  assure  him 
that  we  are  not  only  considering  this 
matter  as  an  abstract  question,  but  for 
some  years  past  we  have  been  making 
experiments  on  board  ship  as  regards  the 
coal  supply  from  our  various  colonies,  and 
Mr.  Macartney. 
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especially    from    Australia.       We    have 
!  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  it  abso- 
i  lutely  unfit  for  use  in  Her  Majesty's  ships, 
:  but    our     attention     has    been    recently 
directed   to  some   other   qualities  which 
we  can  use  locally,   and   to   one  or  two 
of  those  qualities  which  we  hope  to  give 
i  a    full    and    effective     trial.       It    is    a 
question     of     the     highest     importance, 
and   the   officials   responsible  are  paying 
very    close    attention     to     the     matter. 
The   hon.    Member   for   Middlesbrough, 
.  wrho  is  not  in  his  place,  alluded  to  the 
question  of  transports,  and  criticised  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  taken  up 
by  the  Admiralty.     He  made  suggestions 
of  such  a  character  that  I  do  not  think  it 
is   proper    to    pass   over   without   some 
notice.     He  stated  that   there   was  con- 
siderable distrust  in   shipping  circles  at 
the  manner  in  which  we  ha. I  dealt  with  a 
certain  firm  in  Liverpool.      I  have  had 
many    opportunities   of     meeting    those 
engaged  in  the  shipping  trade  in  the  city 
of  Liverpool,  and  I  have  never  heard  one 
of  the  suggestions  which  the  hon.  Member 
for   Middlesbrough  has  alleged.      All  I 
can  say  is  that  if  anybody  entertains  the 
views  which  the  hon.  Member  has  stated 
have  come  to  his  notice,  those  views  are 
•  absolutely  without  any  foundation  what- 
ever.    No  preference  was  ever  given  by 
the    Admiralty,    or    by    any   official  of 
the    Admiralty,    to    any   shipowner  or 
any   shipping   firm,  whether    they  were 
or  were  not  connected  with  any  individual 
in  this  House.     As  to  the  particular  ships 
i  he  alluded  to  and  the  price  paid  for  the 
mules  in  connection  with  those  ships,  1 
may  state  to  the  House  at  once  that  they 
were  actually  the  lowest  price  which  we 
paid   for   transporting   any    mules,   and 
there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for 
supposing  that,  first  of  all,  the  owners  of 
the  ship  got  the  contracts  from   us  and 
then  took  up  the  ships.     The  ships  were 
offered  to  us  in  the  ports  where  they  were 
ready   for   the    purposes  for    which  we 
required    them,    and    I    have    not   the 
■  slightest  ground  for  suspecting,  nor  has 
anybody  at  the  Admiralty  or  elsewhere, 
that  anything  of  the  character  suggested 
I  took  place  in  connection  with  the  trans- 
port    service.     Every    opportunity   was 
given  that  could   possibly    be   given  to 
(  other   shipowners   to    supply    what   we 
1  required  from  them  ;  and  far  from  giving 
!  any  preference  to  the  firm  mentioned,  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  that  firm 
i  considers  itself  on  some  occasions  to  have 
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jen  rather  hardly  used  by  the  Admiralty,  j  been  received  proves  to  be  quite  satisf ac- 
he hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough  went ;  tory.     In  providing  very  large  quantities 

I  to  speak  of  the  victualling  of  the  troops,  j  of  provisions  of  that  character  in  acord- 
e  did  not,  however,  make  himself  I  ance  with  the  regulations  laid  down  by 
^sponsible  for  the  statement  which  he  I  the  War  Office,  where,  on  account  of  the 
-ought  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  but  long  sea  voyage,  fresh  provisions  cannot  be 
i  asked  for  assurances  that  they  were  i  provided,  it  is  not  unnatural  that  some  small 
3t  true.  As  many  letters  have  appeared  I  portion  of  it  may  not  be  in  first-rate  order. 
om  time  to  time  in  the  papers,  I  think  '  I  think,  however,  speaking  generally;  the 

is  desirable  to  state  the  circumstances.  \  House  will  be  ready  to  recognise  that,  on 
he  victualling  of  the  troops  has  been  i  the  whole,  the  victualling  of  this  very  large 
irried  out  on  a  very  considerable  scale.  '  number  of  men  has  been  carried  out  with 
ome  54,291  men  were  victualled  for  i  satisfactory  results.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
>rty-two  days.  The  provisions  and  j  the  Member  for  Dundee  earlier  in  the 
lecbcal  comforts  amount  to  6,775  tons,  '  evening  asked  a  question  about  the  new 
ad  the  transport  gear,  including  bedding  j  forms  of  Admiralty  contracts,  and  acrosa 
id  horse  gear,  amount  to  10,555  tons.  !  the  Table  of  the  House  I  used  an  exprea- 

II  this  vast  amount  of  provisions  and  \  sion  which  I  will  modify  now,  because 
•ansport  gear  was  placed  on  board  these  j  it  may  carry  to  his  mind,  and  to  the  mind 
■ansports  without  interfering  in  the  ;  of  the  House,  an  impression  which  I  da 
ightest  degree  with  the  ordinary  work  j  not  wish  to  convey — namely,  that  the 
:  the  victualling  yards,  and  without  j  delay  in  issuing  the  new  form  of 
?ing  one  single  moment  in  arrear.  j  contract  is  entirely  owing  to  the  law. 
That  has  been  the  result  ?  I  have  ,  The  necessities  of  the  case  have 
jceived  eighty-seven  reports  from  the  !  been  the  cause  of  prolonged  conferences 
raraianding  officers  of  the  troops  in  !  between  those  responsible  for  the  legal 
ghty-seven  transports.  Of  these  eighty-  j  phraseology  and  the  professional  advisers 
?ven  .reports  sixty  refer  to  transports  j  of  the  Admiralty.  It  has  not  always 
ictualled  by  the  Admiralty.  Out  '  been  possible  to  arrange  meetings  just 
f  those  sixty  cases  in  forty  -  four  !  when  each  side  were  prepared  to  consult, 
here  were  absolutely  no  complaints,  The  matters  to  be  decided  are  of  great 
nd  when  I  say  that  I  am,  to  a  certain  j  magnitude,  governing  in  the  future  large 
xtent,  understating  it,  because  in  almost  and  important  interests,  and  I  do  not 
very  case  the  commanding  officer  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will  be 
expressed  himself  in  the  highest  degree  inclined  to  complain  very  bitterly  if  we 
atisfied  with  the  provision  made  for  the  |  prefer  to  take  time  in  deciding  the  form 
roope.  I  will  only  quote  one  instance,  of  this  contract.  The  hon.  Member  asked 
wd  that  is  the  case  of  the  "  Dunera."  In  j  if  we  had  any  information  with  regard  to 
:his  case  one  or  two  complaints  were  I  the  system  adopted  in  the  United  States, 
made  with  regard  to  the  flour,  but  in  '  Engineering  Office.  I  may  say  that  the 
each  case  a  fresh  issue  was  made.     With  j  information  we  possess  of  that  system  is 

not  of  such  a  character  as  to  lead  us  to 
adopt  a  system  of  that  sort.     My  hon. 


regard  to  the  remaining  ships,  the  com- 
plaints have  been,  in  most  cases,  of  a  very 
trivial  character,  and  so  far  as  provisions 
are  concerned  the  complaints  are  entirely 
confined  to  the  salt  beef  provided.  In 
°nly  a  few  cases  has  this  beef  been  actually 


friend  the  Member  for  the  Shipley 
Division  of  Yorkshire,  who  spoke  earlier 
this  evening,  was  good  enough  to  approve 
of  the  proposals  inserted  in  the  First  Lord's. 


condemned.  When  I  tell  the  House  that  '  statement  with  regard  to  the  improved 
over  400,0001b.  of  salt  beef  have  been  ;  conditions  of  pay  and  other  matters  con- 
placed  aboard  these  vessels,  and  only  '  nected  with  the  engineering  branch  of  the 
1,0001b.  at  the  outside  were  condemned,  '  Navy,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit 
1  think  the  House  will  recognise  that,  i  altogether  the  proposition,  which  my  hon. 
generally  speaking,  the  service  has  been  hon.  friend  laid  down  with  absolute 
carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  correctness,  as  to  the  position  of  the 
*nay  say  that  in  regard  to  the  casks  of  j  engineering  officer  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
salt  beef  landed  from  the  ships  at  ships.  In  order  to  remove  any  misap- 
Cape  Town  about  which  there  were  any  prehension,  I  wish  to  state  that  there  is- 
complaints,  the  whole  "of  it  has  been  no  difference  between  the  engineer  officer 
surveyed  by  a  Naval  Board,  and  a  tele-  and  the  ordinary  officer  of  the  executive 
graphic  report  of  the  survey  which  has  !  and  combatant  branch  of  the  Navy  with 
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regard  to  the  power  of  inflicting  punish- 
ment. There  is  only  one  authority  as  to 
punishment  on  board  ship,  and  that  is  the 
commanding  officer  and  his  deputy,  the 
executive  officer.  The  engineer  officer  is 
in  the  same  position  as  the  first  lieutenant, 
who  would  have  no  more  power  to  punish 
a  bluejacket  or  a  stoker  than  the  chief 
engineer.  Therefore,  so  far,  no  engineer 
officer  suffers  any  disparity  of  position 
compared  with  officers  of  the  combatant 
branch.  The  position  which  the  chief 
marine  officer  occupies  is  this  :  that  he  has 
no  more  power  to  punish  on  a  question  of 
discipline  or  insubordination,  or  any 
other  breach  of  the  rules  of  discipline  on 
board  Her  Majesty's  ships,  than  the  first 
lieutenant,  and  his  power  of  punishment 
is  solely  confined  to  those  delegated  to 
him  by  the  commanding  officer,  such  as 
questions  of  kits  not  being  properly 
arranged,  or  if  the  men  come  up  unshaven 
on  parade.  He  has  no  power  whatever 
to  punish  on  questions  of  discipline,  and 
so  far  he  and  the  engineer  officer  are  pre- 
cisely on  thesamelines.  My  hon.  friend  asks 
me  a  question  as  to  whether,  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  we  did  not  recommend 
that  the  engineer  officers  of  the  Royal 
Navy  should  form  a  separate  coi-ps  with 
executive  rank.  I  can  tell  my  hon. 
friend  that  we  recommended  nothing  of 
the  sort  or  anything  approaching  it,  for 
very  excellent  reasons.  The  engineer 
officers  who  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  gave  evidence  differed  on 
many  questions,  but  they  were  absolutely 
unanimous  upon  this  point,  that  they  did 
not  desire  to  have  general  executive 
authority.  They  admitted  that  it  was 
a  matter  which  they  could  not  deal 
with,  and  that  it  was  entirety  outside 
the  position  which  they  occupied  on 
board  ship.  My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Shipley  Division  said 
nothing  should  be  left  undone  by  the 
Admiralty  to  prevent  the  best  engineering 
men  leaving  the  service  and  to  induce 
others  to  join.  Upon  that  point  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  lion.  Member, 
but  I  dispute  altogether  the  suggestion 
that  the  best  men  in  the  engineering 
branch  of  the  service  are  leaving,  for  they 
are  doing  nothing  of  the  sort.  Nor  can 
I  for  one  moment  admit  that  there  are 
any  grounds  for  supposing  that  the 
entries  in  Keyham  College  are  not  of  a 
very  good  class.  I  only  wish  hon.  Members 
of  this  House  who  are  interested  in  the 
engineering   branch   would  go   down   to 

Mr.  Macartney. 
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Keyham  and  see  what  is  being  done  there 
to  prepare  these  men  for  carrying  out  the 
important  duties  in  connection  with  Her 
Majesty's  Navy.     I  am  sure  they  would 
be  struck,  as  I  was  struck   when  I  went 
to  Keyham  College,  by  their  remarkably 
good  appearance,  and  I  was  told  by  their 
officers    that    their    conduct    there   was 
excellent.     It  must  not  be  supposed  for  a 
moment   that  those    responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Admiralty  are  not 
fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  securing 
the  very  best  material  they  can  get  for 
the  engineering  branch  of  the  Navy.    I 
am  bound  to  say  that  when  we  come  to 
compare  the  advantages  offered  to  those 
who  enter  the  engineering  branch  ;  when 
we  consider    their   absolute    security  of 
employment  and  the  advantages  they  get 
when  they  leave  the  service,  and  compare 
it   with  those   who  go  into  the  general 
engineering   professions   of   the    country 
and  have  to  fight   their  battles  against 
severe  competition,   I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  comparing  the  prospects  in  the  Navy 
and  the   advantages  in   the  shape  of  a 
i  pension    with    the   chances    of  success, 
which  are  few  and  far  between,  in  the 
civil  engineering  of  the  country,  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  opportunities 
that    the    engineering   profession    offers 
under  the  flag  of  the  Koyal  Navy.    There 
are    one    or    two    other    administrative 
reforms    in    connection     with     engineer 
officers  in  Her  Majesty's    service  which 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  Admiralty, 
and  which,  in  connection  with  this  Com- 
mittee, have  not  been  stated,  and  to  which 
we  attach    very    great    importance.    I 
only  desire   to  say,  in   conclusion,  that 
we  give   the   very   fullest   consideration 
and     the    amplest    opportunities  to  all 
branches  of  the  engineering  department 
of  the  Royal   Navy    to  lay  their  views 
beforo    us,    and   I     think    those    views 
have  been  laid  before  us  in  a  very  admir- 
able manner.      Some  of   them  took  an 
opportunity  of  repudiating  as  strongly  as 
possible  the  idea  that  the  new  circulated 
in  pamphlets  at  all  represented  the  general 
wishes  of  the  officers  of  the  engineering 
branches.     I  think  I  have  now  dealt  with 
most  of  the  questions  which  have  been 
raised  in  thisidebate,  but  there  is  one  matter 
which  was  alluded  to  by  the  non.  Member 
for    the    Hallam    Division   of  Sheffield. 
We  are  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  armour- 
■  plate     manufacturers     hope    to   largely 
I  increase   their  output.     As  a  matter  <& 
I  fact,  during  the  last  few  weeks  the  output 
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Increased  ;  but  it  is  also  a  fact  I 
\    being  constructed    by    con- ! 
>  the  Admiralty  as  well  as  in  < 
ssty's    dockyards    have     been 
r  the  failure  of  the  armour  con- 1 
•  make  delivery  of  plates.     I  am 
5  that  the  manufacturers  have 
reat  difficulties  to  contend  with  I 
leir  delay  has  been  in  any  way  \ 

or  that  they  have  not  exerted 
3  to  the  utmost  to  overcome 
,  but  nevertheless  it  is 
Uy  a  fact  that  these  delays 
en  place.  I  believe,  how- 
lay  look  forward  in  future  to  a 
t  larger  and  more  rapid  delivery, 
ersons  will  be  more  pleased  if 

of  my  right  hon.  friend  are 
lan  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  I 
now  that   any  other  questions 

raised  to  which  I  need  reply  at 
,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  the  House  genei  ally  to  let  us 

stage  of  the   Navy   Estimates 

n  put,  and  agreed  to. 


SUPPLY. 

Ted  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

tt  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

)  men  and  boys  : — 

ion  to  be  reported. 

made,  and  Question  proposed, 
mm,  not  exceeding  £5,527,000, 
1  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
of  Wages,  etc.  to  Officers, 
nd  Boys,  Coastguard,  and  Royal 
which  will  come  in  course  of 
during  the  year  ending  on  the 
of  March,  1901." 

>HN  COLOMB  :  I  do  not  know 
t  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
proceed  with  these  Votes  now. 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  not 
several  points  which  I  raised, 
une,  following  the  usual  custom, 
be  a  general  discussion  on  thia 
so,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  go 
think  it  would  be  better  to 
)gres8. 

made,  and  Question  proposed, 
e  Chairman  do  report  Progress ; 


and  ask  leave   to  sit  again." — (Sir  John 
Colamb.) 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  have  no  objection 
to  progress  being  reported.  I  have 
already  spoken  twice  and  cannot  now 
reply  to  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  but 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so  in  the  course  of  these  debates. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  Would 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  tell  us 
in  what  order  the  Votes  will  be  taken 
when  we  resume  on  Thursday  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  think  Vote  8  will 
follow  Vote  1. 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  That  is  quite  contrary 

|  to  the  regular  practice.      The   right  hon. 

Gentleman  is  trying  to  get  an  enormous 

sum  of  money  in   one    night.     Vote  1 

|  is  for  five  and  a  half    millions,  and  by 

Vote  8  he  would  get  twelve  millions. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  only  suggested 
that  Vote  8  might  follow  Vote  1  if  there 
were  time. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow ; 
Committee  also  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 


OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY   SOCIE- 
TIES) (No.  2)  BILL. 

Order  read,  for  resumed  Adjourned 
Debate  [13th  February],  "That  the  Bill 

I  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 

I I  beg  to  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  The  business  was  principally 
Supply,  which  is  now  exhausted,  and  it  is 
generally  understood  that  on  such  occa- 
sions further  business  is  not  taken.      I 

I  move,  Sir. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S.): 

I  appeal  to  my  hon.  friend  not  to  oppose 

I  this  JBill  coming  before  the  House,  as  it 
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was  understood  it  would  be  considered 
to-night.  I  appeal  to  the  House  to  give 
it  Second  Reading  now,  as  the  measure  has 
the  unanimous  approval  and  support  of 
Friendly  Societies  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.      MALCOLM      (Suffolk,     Stow- 
market) :  I  quite  agree   with   what   the 


the  House. 
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hon.  Gentleman  has  just  said.  I  think  it^ 
would  be  very  advantageous  to  th^ 
Friendly  Societies  of  this  country  if  th^i 
Bill  were  passed. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  97  ;  Noes, 
63.     (Division  List  No.  44.) 


Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arehdale,  id  ward  Mervyn 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Ht.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,  lit.  Hon.  A.J.(Manch'r 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Brassey,  Albert 
Bui  lard,  Sir  Harry 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worcr) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cognill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hn.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Corn  wallis,  FiennesStanley \V. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbndge 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncomte.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon .  Ail  wy n  Edward 
Fergu8son,Rt.  H  n.  Sir J(  Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Koliert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 


AYES. 

Fry,  Lewis 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.  (C.  of  Lon.) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(StGeorge's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 

Hamilton.Rt.  Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Win. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Keswick,  Wrilliam 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.-(Cornw,l) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Moclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles(Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Marks,  Henry  Hanauel 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.F. 
Middiemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 


I   Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
I    Parkes,  Ebenezer 
I   Penn,  John 

I   Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
{   Pilkington,R.  (Lancs,Newton) 
'   Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
!    Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
I    Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
;    Purvis,  Robert 
,   R  en  ton  1,  James  Alexander 
I    Richardson,SirThos.(Hartlep'I 
•   Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  .John  Herbert  Dudley      " 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidelx)ttom,Wri]liam(Derbv8h- 
Smith,  Al>el  H.  (Christcharch) 
Smith,  JamesParker  (Lanark*- 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strait 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Nar»V* 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Win.  E.  Murra^St 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  SirWillianT-^ 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  fer-^ 

(Taunton) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Birn^~ J 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York-^~ 
Wortlej',  Rt.Hn.C.B.  8rua-^ 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes^~ 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  M<^ 
Cohen. 


Asauith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cecil,  Lonl  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Channiog,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Colville,  John 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Chas.M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth.  James 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Engledew,  Charles  .John 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne.  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 


Mr.  Strachey. 


NOES. 

Heath,  James  i 

Holland,  William  Henrv  ! 

Howell  William  Tudor* 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace      j 
Johnson-Ferguson,Jabez  Edw.  ' 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cuiiib'land 
Lopes.  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lovd,  Archie  Kirkman 
MacDonnell.Dr.  MA(Qn. 'sCo. ) 
M4 Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
Maddison.  Fred. 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morrell,  Geo.  Herbert 
Morton.  Ed.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 


Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray.  Charles  J.  (Coventc 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny* 
<  >rr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick    """" 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybu 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tea^*/ 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westnieufc^y 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthytf 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbroujrb) 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T.  (Hudafdl 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,E) 
Tellers   for   the   Noes- 

Mr.      Strachey    and    Mr. 

Malcolm. 


Adjourned    at  ten  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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WATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


^ASHIRE   AND  YORKSHIRE 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

a  second  time,  and  committed. 

,  KEADY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

t    [27th     February]     from    the 
Committee  on    Standing    Orders 


>rdered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
idmond,  Colonel  Sa  mderson,  Mr. 
Healy,    Mr.    Archdale,   and    Mr. 


DEEN   CORPORATION    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

%  [27th  February]  from  the  Select 
tee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

ordered  to  l)e  brought  in  by  Mr. 
nd  Mr.  Pirie. 

N  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 
rt  [27th  February]  from  the  Select 
tee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

jrdered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
lealy  and  Mr.  William  Moore. 


PETITIONS. 


LESIASTICAL    ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)    BILL.  | 

ion  of  the  Disestablishment  Council  { 
tland    against,    to    lie    upon  the 


water  ;  Babbington  ;  Audley  ;  Kidsgrove ; 
Chesterton ;  Talk  o'  th'  Hill ;  Clunway  ; 
Brownhills;  Knutton;  Tunstall;  Bun- 
ker's Hill;  Golden  Hill;  Harriseahead  ; 
Alsagers  Blank  ;  Bucknall ;  Birchen  wood 
(two);  Pittshill;  Brown  Edge;  Killa- 
marsh  ;  Staveley  ;  West  Kiveton ;  Duns- 
ton  ;  Bolsover ;  Beighton ;  Whitwell ; 
Coppice  ;  Lassodie  ;  Farrington  ;  Spring- 
field; Greyfield;  Timsbury ;  Clanaown; 
Chorley ;  Huish  ;  Camerton ;  Kilmers- 
don  :  Tyning ;  Brereton  Coppice ;  New 
Oaks  ;  Beeston  Manor  ;  Thornhill ;  New 
Hucknall;  Netherton;  Lochgelly ;  East 
Ardsley  ;  Gawthorpe  ;  Bnintcliffe  ; 
Wheldale ;  Pontefract ;  Cartwright  ; 
Rawdon  ;  Tonge ;  Bond's  Main  ;  Car- 
house  ;  Outfield  ;  Dearham  ;  Camerton ; 
Robin  Hood ;  Bullgill ;  Seaton  Moor  ; 
Wharncliffe  ;  Woodmoor  ;  Cannock  and 
Rugeley ;  Brereton  Hayes ;  Middlestown  ; 
Netherseal ;  Reservoir ;  Ellistown  ;  Ib- 
I  stock  ;  Nailstone ;  and  Bagworth  Col- 
!  lieries  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

i 

!  PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE  (EXTEN- 
!  SION  TO  WOMEN)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Cheddar,  in  favour;  to 
J  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1845. 

Petition  from  Dalziel,    for    alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Market  Harborough,  in 
favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

|      Petitions  in  favour,  from  Leamington 
|  Spa ;  and  Prescot ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

iL    AUTHORITIES     OFFICERS' 

SUPERANNUATION    BILL.  j  SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

ions    in    favour,    from    Cosford ; '  BILL. 

;ham ;  and  Shanklin  ;  to  lie  upon  I      Petition    from     Newport    (Salop),    in 

)le.  !  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SBS    (EIGHT  HOURS)    BILL, 
ion  of  the  Mining  Association  of 
Britain,  against,  to   lie   upon  the 

lions  in  favour,  from  Darton ; 
;  Wombwell  Main ;  Woolley  ; 
ury  Moor ;  Chickcnley  Heath  ; 
Jthorpe;   Soothill  Wood;   Bridge- 

*  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petitions    in     favour,     from    Dollar ; 
Kirkintilloch  ;  and  Saltcoats  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 
Petition  from  Cardiff,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,   REPORTS,  ETC. 

NAVY    (DOCKYARD   EXPENSE 
ACCOUNTS  1898-9). 

Annual  Accounts  presented,  for  1898-9 
of  Shipping  and  Dockyard  Transactions, 
&c,  with  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  77.] 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 
Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  dated 
26th  February,  1900,  providing  for 
Grants  on  Account  of  the  Education  of 
Defective  and  Epileptic  Children,  and 
prescribing  Conditions  to  be  fulfilled  by 
Certified  Schools  for  such  Children  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EVENING  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 
Return     presented,     relative     thereto 
[ordered  8th  February  ;    Mr.  Hoblwuse] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the  i 
Board  of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings : 
under  the  General  Pier  and  Harbour : 
Act,  1861,  and  the  General  Pier  and 
Harbour  Act  (1861)  Amendment  Act  [by  ' 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  78.] 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) :  In 
moving  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  an  exactly 
similar  measure  has  already  been  debated 
in  three  Parliaments.  The  first  debate 
took  place  in  1892,  when  the  Second  ! 
Reading  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
112.*  The  next  debate  was  in  1893,  when 
the  Second  Reading  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  seventy-eight,  t  In  1894 
the  Bill  passed  the  same  stage  by  a : 
majority   of  eighty-seven,    but    was    de- 

*  For  Second  Reading  Debate  see  The 
Parliamentary  Debate*  [Fourth  Series],  Vol. 
ii.,  page  1557  (23rd  March,  1892).  Division  : — 
For  Second  Reading,  160 ;  Against,  272. 
(Division  List— 1892— No.  52.) 

t  For  Second  Reading  Debate  see  Tlie 
Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  Vol. 
xi.,  page  1841  (3rd  May,  1893).  Division  :— 
For  Second  Reading,'  279 :  Against,  201. 
(Division  List— 1893  -No.  03.) 


feated  in  Committee.  J  In  1897  the  Secoiu 
Reading  was  rejected  by  a  majority  oi 
forty-one.S     But  while  the  Bill  has  niei 
with  varying  fortunes  in  the  House,  tht 
feeling  in  its  support  amongst  the  great 
class  of   workers  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
intended  has  been  growing  and  strengthen- 
ing, and  1  believe  I  am  justified  in  saying 
that  the  support  accorded  to  the  Bill  hy 
the  miners  themselves  has  never  been  a* 
great    as    it    is    to-day.       The    Miners* 
Federation     has     within     the     last  few 
months      received      a     great     accession 
of     strength     from     South    Wales,   and 
that  part  of  the   country  may   now  1* 
regarded  as  solidly  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
Only  one-sixth  of  the  mining  community 
is  opposed  to  the  Bill,  and  even  that  sixth 
is  not  opposed  to  the  principle  of  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  hours  of  labour,  but  only  to 
the  method  of  carrying  out  that  principle. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  in  coal 
mines,  according  to  the  Return  for  1896, 
was  678,690,  of  whom  545,572  worked 
underground.  If  to  these  are  added  at  least 
two  millions  of  persons  dependent  upun 
the  miners,  it  will   be  seen  how  large  t 
section   of   the   community  are    directly 
interested  in  this  Bill.     The  object  of  the 
Bill   is   to   shorten  the  hours  of  labour 
underground    of    persons     employed  in 
mines  to  eight  per  day.     Is  there  anyone 
inside  the  House  or  out  of  it  acquainted 
with  the  arduous  condition  of  a  miner* 
life  who  is  prepared  to  say  that  eight 
hours  continuous  lalxnir  underground  » 
not   sufficient  for   any   man   of  averap 
health  and  strength  1    So  far  as  I  can 
ascertain  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion 
upon  th  is  point  among  the  leading  statesmen 
who  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  whethff 
they  have  favoured  or  opposed  this  Rl 
Nor  is  there  any  dispute  whatever  among 
lalwur  representatives  on  the  merits  of  tl* 
object  we  seek  to  accomplish ;   the  only 
difference  of  opinion  is  as  to  the  method 
of  obtaining  that  end.     The  House  is  vd 
aware  that  the  opposition  of  one  section 

t  For    Second    Reading    Debate  see  JJ| 
Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  V« 
xxui.,  page  1329  (25th  April,  1894).  Diriw»:- 
For    Second     Heading,    281 ;    Against,  1* 
(Divwien  Lint— 1894— No.  34.)    For  Pel '" 
in    Committee    see    Vol.    xxviiL,   page  • 
(13th      August,      1894)  ;      &nd     page    1* 
(14th  Auguat,   1894).     (Division  Li»t-1* 
No.  232.) 

§  For    Second    Reading    Debate  #* ?! 
Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  '•] 
xlviii.,  p.  1541  (5th  May,  1897).    ty™**i& 
For    Second    Reading,    188;    Against, 
(Division  List—  1897--No.  19a) 
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of  miners  and  their  representatives  here,  '  second  way  of  obtaining  a  reduction  in 
for  whom  I  feel  a  sincere  personal  respect,  •  the  hours  of  labour  is  by  strikes  of  work- 
is  based  on  the  method  we  propose  of  '  men.  Is  there  anyone  in  this  House  who 
carrying  out  this  reform.  My  hon.  friends  [  would  commend  that  barbarous  method 
are  in  the  happy  position  of  representing  j  of  settling  questions  of  this  kind  1  We 
adults  who  work  on  the  average  con- ,  have  lately  been  helped  by  graphic  news- 
siderably  less  than  eight  hours  per  day,  i  paper  accounts  of  sieges  to  realise  some- 
and  they  have  told  us  again  and  again  |  thing  of  the  misery  and  hardships  that 
that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  to  see  miners  l  they  involve  ;  but  the  same  kind 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  enjoy  the  of  suffering—  much  of  it,  most  of  it 
privileges  which  they  have  obtained,  j  indeed  --  inflicted  upon  very  large 
The  representatives  of  North umberland  numbers  of  innocent  women  and 
and  Durham,  who  oppose  this  Bill,  are  children  is  experienced  in  this  country 
quite  prepared  to  support  an  Eight  Hours  !  during  a  coal  strike.  And  when  the  fight 
Bill  for  the  whole  of  Scotland.  I  gather,  I  is  successful  there  is  no  guarantee  that 
therefore,  that  their  only  objection  to  the  ,  the  reduction  will  be  permanent.  Let 
Bill  is  its  application  to  the  counties  of  !  me  give  the  House  one  instance  of  an 
Northumberland  and  Durham,  where  adult !  attempt  made  to  settle  the  question  in 
miners  already  work  considerably  less  [  this  way.  It  is  the  case  of  a  colliery 
than  eight  hours  a  day,  but  where  a  very  ;  where  an  eight  hours  day  was  in  force  ; 
large  number  of  youths  work  between  ten  the  hours  were  raised  to  nine,  but  after  a 
and  eleven  hours.  They  ask  us  to  sym-  while  the  miners  requested  to  be  allowed 
pathise  with  men  who  work  less  than  j  to  return  to  an  eight  hours  day.  The 
eight  hours  a  day,  and  we  ask  them  to  j  employer  refused.  The  men  tried  to 
sympathise  with  men  who  work  con-  •  force  him  to  consent,  and  they  were 
siderably  more  than  eight  hours  a  day.  j  locked  out  for  six  weeks.  They  again 
Now  there  are  three  ways  in  which  this  .  attempted  it,  and  were  locked  out  for 
question  may  be  settled.  The  first  is  by  j  three  weeks.  No  one  will  advocate  that 
arrangement  between  masters  and  men  ;  or  way  of  settling  the  question,  when  we 
failing  agreement,  by  strikes ;  or  in  the  I  have  at  hand  a  much  simpler  and  more 
last  resort,  by  legislation.  As  regards  the  I  effective  method  which  has  already  been 
first  method,  many  attempts  have  been  i  successfully  adopted  in  other  directions, 
made  in  various  parts  of  the  country  to  I  and  which  would  avoid  all  the  loss 
obtain  an  eight-hour  day  as  a  concession  i  and  injury,  the  strife  and  bitterness 
from  employers.  But  in  most  cases  these  which  a  series  of  strikes  would  cause. 
attempts  have  failed.  In  South  Wales  Now  I  come  to  the  case  of  the  opponents 
and  Monmouthshire,  in  Derbyshire,  in  j  whose  efforts  have  hitherto  secured  the 
Scotland  and  in  Lancashire  repeated  I  defeat  of  the  Bill.  I  am  happy  to  think 
attempts  have  been  made  to  establish  an  I  that  many  employers  support   the   Bill, 


eight-hour  day  by  agreement,  but  with- 
out success.  We  have  been  asked  to  give 
up    appealing     to    the    Legislature,    but 


but  many  undoubtedly  oppose  it  very 
strongly.  The  nature  of  their  arguments 
may  oe  judged  from  the  fact  that  they 


what  inducement  to  abandon  this  Bill  !  place  in  the  forefront  of  their  objections 
can  its  opponents  offer  1  The  grievance  j  to  the  Bill  the  contention  that  Parliament 
would  never  be  abated  by  agree-  •  has  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  hours 
ment.  The  very  arguments  used  by  j  of  adult  male  labour,  and  that  legislation 
employers  against  the  Bill  show  that  it  is  i  of  that  character  is  an  undue  interference 
hopeless  to  expect  the  matter  to  be  settled  j  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  For  my  own 
by  voluntary  agreement.  In  the  case  of  j  part  I  can  see  absolutely  no  difference  in 
factories,  Parliament  was  convinced  that  i  principle  between  the  right  of  Parliament 
the  desired  change  could  not  be  brought  j  to  interfere  with  male  labour  and  the 
about  by  agreement,  and  it  will  sooner  or  i  right,  which  has  long  been  acknowledged 
later  arrive  at  the  same  conviction  in  the  j  and  acted  upon,  to  interfere  with  female 
case  of  coal  mines.  The  powerful  organi-  labour.  Both  cases,  in  my  judgment, 
sation  which  represents  by  far  the  greatest '  stand  upon  the  same  footing.  But 
number  of  organised  miners  in  the  country  j  Parliament  has,  indirectly  it  is  true,  but 
has,  after  repeated  attempts  to  settle  the  (  none   the   less   effectually,  exercised  the 

right  of  interfering  with  adult  male 
labour  by  the  Factory  Acts.  If  you 
limit  the  hours  of  lal>our  for  women  and 


question  by  agreement,  come  long  ago  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  problem  can  only 
be  satisfactorily  solved  by  legislation.  The 
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children  in  factories  you  practically 
limit  the  hours  of  labour  of  the 
men  who  have  to  work  with  them. 
But,  apart  from  the  Factory  Acts, 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  has  been  inter- 
fered with  by  such  laws  as  the  Truck 
Acts,  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts,  rail- 
way and  sanitary  legislation,  and  by 
statutes  preventing  certain  classes  of  adult 
males  from  working  at  their  occupations 
on  Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays.  Still 
more  important  is  the  fact  that  the  mining 
industry  is  regulated  in  every  detail  by 
the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act.  Parlia- 
ment is  constantly  interfering  in  various 
ways  with  individuals  and  with  classes  for 
the  good  of  those  classes  and  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community.  That, 
after  all,  must  be  the  supreme  law  in  a 
well-ordered  State,  and  it  is  because  I 
believe  that  this  measure  is  for  the  good 
of  miners,  and  indirectly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community  at  large,  that  I  com- 
mend it  to  the  acceptance  of  the  House. 
The  opponents  of  the  Bill  argue  that  if 
passed  it  will  increase  the  price  of  coal 
and  reduce  wages.'  But  these  arguments 
must  be  to  a  large  extent  mutually 
destructive,  because  if  the  price  of  coal  is 
increased  that  will  avoid  the  necessity 
for  a  reduction  in  wages,  whereas 
if  wages  are  reduced  there  will, 
to  that  extent,  be  no  necessity 
for  raising  prices.  It  has  been  sought  to 
prejudice  the  public  against  the  Bill  by 
stilting  that  its  effect  will  be  to  raise  the 
price  of  coal,  and  the  most  extravagant 
statements  have  been  made  as  to  what 
that  increase  is  likely  to  be.  I  do  not  for 
a  moment  admit  that  the  price  will  be 
raised,  and  it  is  most  unfair  to  hold 
miners  responsible  for  the  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  coal.  It  may  be 
surprising  to  many  persons  to  know  that 
the  coalheaver  only  gets  on  an  average 
two  shillings  per  ton  for  his  work  ;  there 
are  cases  in  which  he  gets  more,  but  there 
are  mines  in  Lancashire  in  which  he  is 
only  paid  one  shilling  per  ton  for  his 
labour.  There  is  a  vast  and  mysterious 
margin  between  the  wages  paid  per  ton 
to  the  coal-getters,  the  other  workmen 
employed  about  a  mine,  and  the  profits 
of  colliery  proprietors  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  price  paid  by  the  householder  on 
the  other.  Perhaps  the  railway  com- 
panies know  something  al>out  that 
margin.  But  the  question  whether  the 
price  will  be  increased  or  wages  re- 
duced depends  upon  whether  the 
Mr.  Lewis. 
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output     will     be      decreased      or     not. 
The   practical    experience   of   a   number 
of  collieries  is  that  when  the   hours  of 
labour  have  been  reduced  the  output  has 
been   increased.      Long    hours   of    work 
means    half-hearted    and    listless    work  ; 
shorter  hours,  provided  that  the  reduction 
is  kept  within   reasonable  limits,   means 
increased  production   and   more    regular 
work.    On  this  point  I  commend  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  the  speech  made  by 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  in  the 
debate  of  1892,*  and  the  very  powerful 
arguments  by   which   he   supported  the 
view    that    the    output    would    not    be 
diminished  by  an  Eight  Hours  Act.      In 
the  course  of  the  debates  on  this  Bill  we 
have  been   treated   to   the   usual  dismal 
prophecies   that   the  passing  of  the  Bill 
will  result  in  a  loss  to  the  coal  mining 
industry.     These  predictions   have   been 
made  again  and  again   at  every  stage  of 
the   legislation    which    has   been   passed 
during  the  last  fifty  years  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  labour  in  factory,  workshop, 
and  mine,  and  they  have  invariably  been 
falsified.       I    believe    that    the    mining 
industry     can     afford     this     concession 
to    workmen,    and     that     in     the    end 
it    will    gain    considerably    by  it.     We 
are     not     dealing     with     a     decaying 
industry.     The  output  of   coal  has  been 
increasing  at  the  average  rate  of  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  tons  per  annum.    That 
is  doubtless  due  in  large  measure  to  im- 
proved machinery.     But  if  machinery  can 
be  so  improved  as  to  do  a  larger  quantity 
of   mechanical  work,  is  it  not  right  that 
the  human  worker  should  have  his  hours 
of  lalwur  curtailed  to  a  reasonable  extent! 
He  deserves  our  sympathy.     Coal  mining 
is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  occupations 
that  a   man  can  follow.      More  than  a 
thousand   colliers  are  killed  every  year, 
and  the  number  of  non-fatal  accidents  is 
enormous.       I    cannot    help    comparing 
these  losses  with  those  sustained  by  our 
troops   in  the  field.     The  proportion  of 
killed  to  wounded  in  a  battle  is  10  per 
cent.,  but  the  proportion  of  non-fatal  to 
fatal  accidents   in  coal   mines    is  much 
greater,  and  the  mining   casualties  for  a 
single  year  arc  said  to  amount  to  125,000- 
Let  it   be   remembered  that  this  is  an 
annual  toll  from  which  there  is  no  respite- 
I  believe  that  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded     in     the     present     war    no* 
amounts     to     about     8,000,    and    th** 

*  See   The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Four*'*1 
Series],  Vol.  iu,  p.  1582. 
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we  trust  will  soon  be  at  an  end. 
Now,  without  committing  myself  to 
the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  basis  of 
comparison  I  have  used,  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  class  of  men  who  take  their  lives 
in  their  hands  every  time  they  descend  a 
coal  mine,  and  who  thereby  daily  render 
service  to  their  country  in  a  perilous  war- 
fare with  the  forces  of  nature,  are  as 
worthy  of  the  sympathy  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen  as  those  who  risk  their  lives 
in  battle,  and  there  are  acts  of  heroism 

Serformed  underground  as  worthy  of 
onour  as  any  done  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Coal  miners  have  to  work  far  from  the 
light  of  day  in  the  most  dismal  and  dis- 
agreeable surroundings.  I  have  lived 
among  coal  miners  for  many  years.  I 
owe  much  to  them,  and  am  proud  to  have 
this  opportunity  of  supporting  a  cause  in 
whose  advancement  they  are  so  deeply 
interested.  I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  BilL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
Chester-le-Street) :  I  look  upon  this  Bill 
as  one  of  the  most  important  Bills  that  has 
Wen  before  the  House  this  session.  It 
has  only  l>een  discussed  once  in  this  Par- 
liament— in  1897 — and,  when  we  con- 
sider the  important  principles  which  the 
Bill  contains,  most  Members  of  the  House 
will  agree  that  a  Wednesday  afternoon  is 
perfectly  inadequate  for  dealing  with  the 
question.  No  one  can  find  fault  with  the 
tone  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has  moved 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I  am 
sure,  speaking  for  myself  and  other  hon. 
Members  who  are  opposed  to  him,  ihat  we 
will  continue  the  debate  in  the  pleasant 
manner  in  which  it  has  l>een  begun.  I 
listened  carefully  to  the  hon.  Member's 
wpeech  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  if  he 
had  any  new  arguments  to  advance  in 
order  to  induce  the  House  to  give  a 
decision  different  from  those  it  has  given 
in  the  past,  but  I  listened,  I  am 
l*>und  to  say,  without  hearing  any  such 
arguments.  Every  argument  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  used  in  support  of  this 
Bill  could  be  used  with  equal  force  in 
favour  of  a  general  Eight  Hours  Bill  for 
all  industries  in  the  country.  Every 
argument  he  brought  forward  could  be 
tu*ed  in  favour  of  this  House  settling  the 
fate  of  wages  for  which  every  workman 
i«»   this    country   ought  to  work.      The 


hon.  Member  said  there  were  three 
ways  in  which  this  question  could 
be  settled.  The  first  was  by  agreement. 
How  are  wages  settled  except  by  agree- 
ment .'  The  second  was  by  strikes. 
Have  we  had  no  strikes  with  regard  to 
wages  i  And  the  third  was  that  the 
House  should  step  in  and  fix  the  hours. 
All  three  ways  are  well  known  to  us.  We 
are  all  anxious  to  avoid  strikes.  The  hon. 
Member  said  the  only  remedy  was  for 
that  House  to  settle  the  matter  by  legis- 
lation, and  consequently  I  maintain  every 
argument  used  in  sup]M>rt  of  the  Bill 
could  be  used  in  fixing  the  wages  in 
every  industry  in  the  country.  This  Hill 
is  of  vast  importance.  It  affects  not  only 
the  workers  and  the  producers,  but  every 
human  being  in  this  country,  because  all 
are  consumers  of  coal,  and  if  there  is  one 
thing,  next  to  laliour,  which  is  of  vital 
consequence  to  the  large  industries  of  this 
country  it  is  coal.  It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed for  a  moment  that,  personally,  I  am 
against  the  workers  of  this  country 
having  eight  hours  a  day.  I  certainly 
should  like  to  see  the  workers  having 
even  less  than  an  eight  hours  day,  pro- 
vided it  would  not  interfere  with  the 
advantages  to  themselves  and  to  the  com- 
munity which  this  House  should  always 
try  to  ensure.  The  hours  of  lal>our  in 
various  industries  have  liecn  greatly 
reduced  during  the  last  fifty  years  with- 
out any  such  efforts  as  these,  and  I  cannot 
see  how,  seeing  that  the  hours  of  labour 
in  these  industries  have  Ihjcii  reduced  by 
mutual  agreement,  there  is  any  case  for 
the  interference  of  the  Legislature  in  con- 
nection with  the  mining  industry.  My 
hon.  friend  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the 
hours  of  work  for  women  had  been  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Legislature.  But  on 
what  grounds  ?  Was  it  not  on  the 
ground  of  health  'I  Health  was  the 
only  consideration  that  justified  that 
interference  :  and  is  there,  I  ask, 
any  ca«e  on  that  ground  for  deal- 
ing with  this  question  by  legislation  ? 
I  maintain  that  there  is  not,  and  l>efore  I 
sit  down  I  think  I  will  satisfy  the  hon. 
:  Member  that  there  is  not.  I  must  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  onus  of  proof  is 
!  upon  those  who  bring  forward  the  Bill, 
!  not  on  those  who  oppose  it.  They  have 
j  to  show  the  House  that  there  is  a  strong 
I  reason  for  adopting  this  method  of  settling 
I  the  hours  of  labour  in  connection  with 
!  this  industry.  I  cannot  see  why  this  par- 
i  ticular  industry  should  be  selected  to  deal 
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with  by  legislation.     I  have  not  heard  a  j  caution    being  observed  in  working  the 
single  argument  from  my  hon.  friend  to  i  coal.     With  shorter  hours  men  would  be 
show   that   there  is  any  ground  for   its  j  anxious    to    produce    as    much   coal  as 
being  selected.     The  only  justification  for    possible,  and  the  probability  is  that  acci- 
interference,  in  my  judgment,  would  be    dents  would  l>e  increased.     I  do  not  say 
that  it  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  ,  that  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths 
the  miner's  health,  or  for  avoiding  acci-    is  altogether  due  to  Acts  of  Parliament, 
dents.     Is  there  any  justification  on  these    I  think   it    is   chiefly   due   to   improved 
two  grounds  ?     I  maintain  that  there  is  I  methods   of   working    and   to   improved 
not.     With  regard  to  the  hours  of  work,    appliances,     letter     ventilation,     better 
eight  hours  in  our  mines  does  not  mean  i  lamps,  and  other  improvements  with  re- 
eight  hours  work  :  it  simply  means  eight  j  gard  to  the  working  of  the  coal.     Let  us 
hours  from  Imnk  to  bank.    In  many  mines  i  now  look  at  the  measure  with  regard  to 
the  workmen  have  to  walk  a  mile  or  two  '  health.     If  my  hon.    friend   could   have 
miles  from  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  and  i  shown  that  there  was  any  real  ground  for 
for  each  mile  they  are  allowed  twenty-five    legislative   interference    on   the   plea  of 
minutes  backwards  and  forwards,  while  ;  health,  he  might  have  made  out  a  very 
three-quarters   of    an    hour  is   generally    strong  case  for  the  Bill.     But  what  are 
allowed  for  meals.     This  is  not  the  case  >  the  facts  '(    This  is  what  Dr.  Arlidge  telk 
with  regard  to  other  industries.     In  other    us  in    his    "  Diseases   and    Mortality  of 
industries  an  eight  hours  day  means  eight ;  Occupations  " — 

hours  actual  work.  With  regard  to  acci- :  «  Additional  reasons  why  coal  and  ironstone 
dents,  is  there  any  ground  for  special  miners  enjoy  considerable  immunity  from 
legislation  ?  When  the  first  Act  was  phthisis,  compared  with  men  in  other  indus- 
passed,  in  1872,  there  was  one  death  !  tries,  are  to  be  found  in  the  g«o^  oonbtw 
,.noa  i  r*       *L  j  i  of  hfe  surrounding  them.     Thev  escape  the 

amongst  233  workers,  after  the  second  evils  of  sedentary  work  ;  their  hours  of  Ubour 
Act  there  was  one  death  among  258,  after  '  are  shorter  than  those  of  many  indoor  occapa- 
the  third  one  in  312,  after  the  fourth  one  i  tions  ;  the  circumstances  of  their  employment 


place  a  bar  to  riotous  living,  except  the  oppor- 
tunities they  make  for  it  when  work  lia* 
ceased  ;  and  statistics  show,  in  fact,  that  their 


mortality  from  alcoholism  and  its  continue** 
diseases  is  low.     Add  to  these  considerations 


in  406,  and  now,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
there  are  only  1.2  deaths  per  thousand 
workers,  which  is  a  very  great  improve- 
ment.    In  Northumberland  and  Durham     

the  number  is  only   108  per  thousand,    ftat -they  are  preserved  to  a great  extent  from 
i  .  v   •     tit  i      *  i.i.    i     *        -i.-       '  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  enjoy  a  more 

which  is,  I  believe ,  about  the  best  position  ;  equalcliraate  than  outdoor  workeii,  and  tfatf 
in  the  country.  If  my  hon.  friend  had  they  are  a  well-nourished  body  of  men-at 
l>een  able  to  show  that  the  Bill  would  de-  i  least,  they  should  be  so  were  their  wages  pro- 
crease  the  number  of  accidents  he  would  :  perly  applied.  They  awaken  public  qynftf? 
u .,.  «,  wi^  .  «*w.«„  „,.~,,™rt«*  ;«  ^™~.™f  :  largely  because  of  their  work  undergrouno, 
have  made  a  strong  argument  in  support  .  forfeaveMion  to  darkness  is  ingrained  inTrnman 
of  it.  But  it  was  shown  in  the  very  ]  nature.  Still  there  are  no  decisive  facts  to 
interesting  Keturn  moved  for  bv  the  hon.  prove  that  work  in  the  dark  isiifrw  of  do- 
Member  for  the  Wansbeck  Division,  that '  tinct  injury  to  human  beings.  The  how*  w 
instead  of  the  deaths  being  more  mane- ,  ffi^^HS,  W£K 
rous  towards  the  end  of  the  shifts,  the  j  miners  are  seldom  underground  above  eight 
proportion  of  deaths  during  the  first  fewr  I  hours  at  a  stretch,  and  not  that  every  day  of 
hours  of  the  shift  was  considerably  larger  I  the  week.  Jtajdes,  we  have  vet  to  know  m 
thnn  rlnrina  tho  \sittor  nart  TW  is  a  hi  v.  !  the  8lx  months  darkness  falling  to  the  lot  w 
than  during  the  lattci  part.     I  hat  is  alto-    dwellers  near  the  Pole  ^  productive  of  seno* 

gether  against  the  impression  that  by  this  i^iiy  harm.  It  might  be  a  subject  for  dw 
measure  we  would  decrease  the  number  of  .  cussion  whether  a  collier  in  his  pit  of  alnw* 
deaths.  The  Return  shows  that  during  uniform  temperature  is  not  better  off  than  » 
the  ten  years  over  which  it  extends  the  I  ^^^SJS^KJt 
number  of  explosions  which  occurred  .  quently  in  operations  equally  laborious  with 
during  the  first  four  hours  was  1 25,  as  [  those  of  miners,  if  not  more  so.  Certainly  bjjj 
against  80  afterwards,  and  the  number  of  I  physical  surroundings  are  superior  to  those  * 
deaths  1,202  and  744  respectively.  That !  f^ffi  and  of  m0Ht  poople  ^^ 
shows  that  no  case  whatever  can  be  made 

out  so  far  as  accidents  are  concerned,  j  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  mining  w  * 
But  I  should  think,  as  a  practical  man,  '  very  healthy  occupation.  It  has  been 
that,  if  we  decrease  the  number  of  hours 


of  labour,  the  pro!>abilit\r  is  that  it  would 
^d  to  greater  haste  and  to  less  care  and 

Sir  James  Jokey. 


proved  that  out  of  100  occupation8, 
some  of  which  involved  comparatively 
little  physical  work,  70  were  less  health}' 
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an  that  of  the  coal-miner.     I  am  satis- 
'd  that  no  case  can.  be  made  out  as  far 

health  is  concerned.     The  right  hon. 
ironet  the   Member  for  the  Forest  of 
ean  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem 
»r  for  the  Ilkeston  Division  of  Derbyshire 
ated  that  old  men  did  not  die  as  miners. 
am  not  going  to  accept  their  mere  asser- 
)ii8  on  a  practical  question  of  this  kind, 
have  been  connected  with  a  good  many 
dustries  in  my  life,  and  I  am  satisfied 
at    there   are   just   as  many  old  men 
nployed  in  connection  with  the  produc- 
m  of  coal  as  are  employed  in  any  other 
dustry.     I  therefore  cannot  accept  the  j 
sertion   that    the   occupation    of    coal- , 
ining  is  less   healthy   than  any  other  | 
dustry,  and,  m  my  judgment,  no  case  ! 
us   been  made  out  for  the  Bill  on  the  | 
wind   of   health.     These   are   the   two 
am   reasons    which   should    guide   the  ■ 
dgment  of  the  House  on  this  question,  \ 
id  unless  it  ean  be  shown  that  my  state- ' 
outs  and  statistics  are  altogether  wrong,  | 
hope  the  House  will  not  be  induced  to  i 
ad  the  Bill  a  second  time.    The  counties  j 

Northumberland  and  Durham  are  in  a  ! 
>culiar  situation   in   this  matter.     The  \ 
ill    has   been  before  the  House  on  pre-  i 
ous  occasions.     It    passed    its  Second  | 
eading  in  1894,  and  was  defeated,  as-j 
v  lion,   friend   put   it,   in  Committee ;  j 
it    my    hon.     friend      has     not    told ! 
le   House   why   it  was   thrown  out   in  j 
oramittee.  It  was  because  the  promoters  j 
'fused  to  accept  a  local  option  clause,  j 
ach  a  clause  was  recommended  by  the  [ 
ulonial  Secretary,  who  argued  the  ques- ; 
rm  most  ably,  as  he  does  whatever  ques- 1 
on  he  takes  up.     The  right  hon.  Gentle-  j 
an  showed   distinctly  on  that  occasion 
lat,  unless  local  option   were  adopted,  | 
lere    would    l)e    a  great    upsetting  of  • 
istoms    and     systems    throughout    the  | 
mntry,     and      that     the     House     had  j 
->     right     to      take     such      a     course  j 
nlesa    for    very     strong    reasons.     But  \ 
le    promoters    declined    to    give    local 
ption.      Why  1     Because      they     were 
fraid  that  Northumberland  and  Durham  | 
ould  not  accept  an  Eight  Hours  Bill,  but ! 
ould   continue    to    work    under    their  j 
resent  system.     Or  possibly  they  might 
ave  another  fear.     They  might  have  felt  j 
bat  some  of  the  counties  which  are  now 
apposed   to   be   in    favour    of   the   Bill 
rould,  when  they  cajne  to  be  balloted, 
>rohably   decide  against  working  under 
ny   such    restriction.     My    hon.    friend 
tated  that  he  was  satisfied  there  was  a 
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largely  increased  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  amongst  the  mining  community.  I 
ask  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  to  give  facts 
in  support  of  that  view.  So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  there  has  never  been  a  ballot  taken 
of  the  Federation  districts  on  this  question. 
No  doubt  the  mining  interest  is  most 
capably  represented  in  this  House,  but  I 
am  not  prepared  to  accept  the  views  of 
these  representatives  on  this  question,  and 
I  will  tell  the  House  why.  South  Wales 
was  formerly  opposed  to  an  Eight  Hours 
Bill.  Now  it  is  in  favour  of  it.  Why  1 
Not  because  the  men  have  changed 
their  opinions,  but  because  they  find  that 
by  joining  the  Federation  they  will  get 
greater  advantages  than  they  would  get 
by  pursuing  their  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
and  the  Federation  refused  to  take  them 
in  unless  they  threw  over  their  con- 
victions and  views  with  regard  to  the  Eight 
Hours  Bill.  There  is  another  fact  which 
rather  makes  me  doubt  whether  these 
hon.  Gentlemen  represent  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  miners  in  their  districts 
on  this  question.  There  are  many  other 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  House  who  repre- 
sent mining  districts  throughout  the 
country.  Take  Lancashire,  for  instance. 
Many  of  the  Lancashire  Members  repre- 
sent mining  districts,  and  yet  they  are 
persistent  in  their  opposition  to  this  Bill. 
If  this  is  such  a  vital  question,  how  is  it 
that  constituencies  where  it  is  said  the 
miners  are  in  favour  of  the  Eight  Hours 
Bill  send  representatives  to  Parliament 
who  vote  against  it  1  With  regard  to 
Durham,  we  are  in  a  special  position.  It 
is  one  of  the  oldest  coalfields  in  the 
country.  We  had  developed  a  coal  system 
there  before  many  of  the  districts  which 
are  now  clamouring  for  this  Bill  produced 
a  ton  of  coal.  We  have  a  system  of  our 
own  which  has  been  in  existence  for 
centuries,  and  the  men  naturally  cling  to 
it  because  they  think  it  is  letter  than  any 
which  might  be  thrust  upon  them. 
Durham  occupies  a  special  position  in 
many  respects.  Unlike  many  inland  dis- 
tricts which  depend  altogether  for  their 
sales  upon  home  industries,  Durham 
exports  something  like  50  per  cent,  of  its 
production,  and  Northumberland  exports 
80  per  cent.  We  do  not  want  to 
have  that  system  upset,  because  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  —  what- 
ever those  who  do  not  understand 
the  system  may  think — that  it  would 
considerably  decrease  the  output,  and  by 
that  means  increase  the  cost  of  produc- 
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tion,   and   would   affect   us   seriously   in 
competition     with     other    coal    districts 
throughout     the     world  -Silesia,    West- 
phalia, France,  and   Belgium,    which  are 
really  our  strongest  rivals  in  the  foreign 
markets.     The  one  charge  always  thrown 
at  Durham  and  Northumberland  in  con- ; 
nection   with    the   double-shift  system  is  j 
that  we  are  selfish,  and  that  we  work  our 
l>oy8  long  hours,  while  allowing  our  men 
to  work  short  hours.     People  who  know  j 
nothing  about  the  facts  are  under  the  im-  j 
pression  that  the  Durham  and  Northum- 1 
berland  l>oys  work  very  much  longer  than  : 
the  boys  in  other  districts.     That  was  the  • 
impression   generally    given,    but,    as    a  ' 
matter   of   fact,  there   is  the  same  legal 
limit  in  these  counties  as  there  is  in  the 
rest   of   the   coiui try— -fifty-four   hours  a 
week.     From   a   statement  furnished  by 
the   secretary   of  the  Union  Coal  Trade 
Association  of  the  North  of  England,  as 
to  the  hours  of  working  in  various  locali- 
ties, 1  find  that  in  Scotland  l)oys  work 
10  hours  from  l>ank  to  bank,  in  Lanca-  ! 
shire  9 J  to  10£,  in  Yorkshire  9 J,  in  Derby- ! 
shire   94,   in    South    Wales    10,  and   in  '. 
Durham     and    Northumberland    10.      I  ; 
therefore    protest    against  these    calum- ! 
nies  that  in   the   North   we    work    the  j 
l>oys     longer     than    in    other    districts.  I 
My  hon.  friend  says  no ;  but  that  has  been  \ 
the   whole  basis   of  local  opinion.     And  | 
observe  that   we  have   this   double-shift  I 
system,  which  we  think  is  a  very  great  \ 
advantage,  and  we  naturally  are  (leter- ' 
mined  to  fight  to  our  utmost  to  prevent 
this  system  being  interfered  with,  either 
by  this  House  or  by  any  other  power. 
Before  leaving  the  question  of  our  boys,  j 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  the  House   to  , 
know  what  is  the  actual  position  of  these  I 
boys.       They    are    of     three    classes —  j 
trappers,  pony  putters,  and  hand  putters. 
In  Durham  there  are  773  trappers,  and 
their  wages  are   Is.   3d.  per  day.      The 
pony  putters  number  6,866,  and  they  earn 
3s.    7fd.   per  day.        The   hand  putters 
number  3,839,  and  they  earn  5s.  Id.  per 
day.     In  Northumberland  there  are  295 
trappers  who  earn  Is.  5d.  per  day ;  1,821 
pony  putters  who  earn  4s.  l^d.  per  day; 
and   634   hand  putters   who   earn   close 
on   4s.    lOd.    per  day.      I  challenge  all 
those   gentlemen  from  various  localities 
who  support  this  Bill  to  produce  wages 
like  these  earned  by  boys  under  twenty 
years  of  age.     Well,  in   regard  to   the 
advantages    enjoyed  by   the   men,   they 
work  something  like  seven  hours  per  day. 
*S'*V  James  Joicey. 


Our  position  in  Durham  is  different  from 
that  of  any  other  district,  inasmuch  as 
we  are   an   old  coal-field,  and  we  have 
many  difficulties  to  contend  with  that  do 
not  exist  elsewhere.     Our  coal  seams  are 
small  and  near  the  surface,  which  means 
that  wo  have  large  quantities  of  water  to 
deal  with.     In  my  own  collieries  I  have 
pits  where,  for  every  ton  of  coal   I  pro- 
duce, I  have  to  deal  with  seven  tons  of 
water.   Then  our  coar  is  soft  coal,  and  we 
have   to   take  precautions  against   large 
quantities  of  gas.    Other  localities  do  not 
suffer  from  these  difficulties,  and  1  am  not 
one  to  recommend  the  men  to  work  longer 
than  seven  hours,  when  we  consider  the 
arduous  duties  they  have  to  perform,    hi 
Durham  and  Northumberland  the  actual 
clays  worked  last  year  was  4*85  per  week, 
and  the  hours  underground   worked  by 
the  hewers  were  on  an  average  33  how* 
57  minutes.     The  actual  time  of  work  ha* 
been  estimated  at  26  hours  40  minute* 
per  week.      Well,  these  are  the  results  of 
the   double-shift    system,   and   therefore 
you  cannot   be  surprised  that  both  em- 
ployers and  workmen,  and  even  the  boys, 
in   the   counties  of  Durham  and  North- 
umberland, who  are  working  no  longer 
than  the  boys  in  other  districts,  should  lie 
unwilling  to  have  any  legislation  which 
will  interfere  with  their  present  system. 
The  boys  look  to  the  advantages  which 
they  will  obtain  the  whole  of  their  lives 
afterwards,   when   they   will  only  work 
seven  hours  a  day  from  bank  to  Iwmk.  1 
am  bound  to  say  that  there  are  no  more 
favourable  conditions   of   lalx>ur  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  so  far  as  coal  produc- 
tion  is  concerned  :  and  when  both  em- 
ployers and  workmen  object  so  strongly 
to  this  Bill,  the  House  ought  seriously  t<> 
consider  their  objections.      We  have  had 
various  statements  that  this  Bill  would 
not  seriously  decrease  the  output  of  coal- 
Estimates  are  very  dangerous  things,  and 
I  am  very  careful  as  to  fixing  myself  to 
figures  unless    they  are   accurate.    But 
my  hon.    friend    the    Member    for  the 
Gainsborough    Division   of    Lincolnshire 
has   made    an    experiment    as    to  what 
would  l>e  the  result  of  working  his  pits 
eight  hours  per  day,  where  the  present 
working   hours  are  longer.      In  one  pit 
the   reduction    of   output    woidd  l>e  -3 
per  cent.,  in  a  second  pit  the  reduction 
would  be  32£  per  cent.,  and  in  a  third 
23£    per    cent.      My    hon,   friend  who 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  sup 
that  prices  are  not  likely  to  rise  by  the 
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Mil  adoption  of  the  eight  hours )  in  this  country  against  whom  a  weaker 
i.  But  from  my  own  experience  and  »  case  can  lie  made  for  special  interference 
one  of  the  largest  coal-salesmen  in  !  on  the  part  of  this  House  than  the  miners 
untry,  a  reduction  in  the  output  of  !  of  Durham  and  Northumberland,  and  I 
10   per  cent,  would  create  famine    maintain  that  you  have  no  right  whatever 

"to  select  a  1kkUt  of  men  like  these  and 
take  them  out  of  the  scope  of  the  general 
law.  We  have  145,000  workers  in  con- 
nection with  the  mines  in  these  two 
counties,  and  these  145,000  object  to  this 
measure  ;  and  I  cannot  think  that,  when 
this  House  has  gone  into  the  matter  care- 
fully, it  will  ignore  their  claim  to  be 
allowed  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way.  Is  it  any  reason 
to  interfere  because  there  are  weak 
unions  in  connection  with  the  mining  in- 
dustry ?  Our  unions  are  led  by  the  most 
capable  men,  and  they  are  most  loyal  to» 
their  leaders ;  and  there  is  no  class  of 
i  !  ]  It  was  only  the  booms  that  men  who  have  drawn  such  good  conditions 
d  us  to  clear  off'  our  liabilities,  from  their  employers  as  these  leaders. 
MEMBERS  :  Oh,  oh  !]  I  am  speak-  When  we  see  this,  we  cannot  help  think- 
1th  some  knowledge  of  the  subject.  !  ing  in  the  North  of  England  that  this  Bill 

is  in  a  large  measure  aimed  at  Northum- 
berland and  Durham.  I  am  here  to 
represent  my  constituents.  I  am  not 
speaking  as  an  employer  in  this  House, 


of    coal ;  and  I  cannot   tell  what 
be  the  result  if  the  output  of  the  : 
country  were  suddenly  to  fall  to 
ng  like  what  my  hon.  friend  says  it 
This  Bill  is  against  the  interest 
\    consumer.      People    have    been  ' 
ling  during  the  last  six  months  at 
gh   prices   of  coal.      [Hon.   MEM- 
Hear,     hear  !  1      I     recommend  : 
tion.  Members  who  grumble- to  go 
r  back  and  take   the  prices  of  coal 
le   last  few  years,   and   it  will   be 
lat  had  it  not   been  that  a  boom 
occasionally  many  pits  would  have 
losed  altogether.   [Hox.  Members  : 


said  that  this  Bill  is  against  the 
its  of  the  small  consumer  ;  but  it  is 
gainst  the  interests  of  the  large  con- 
,  who  has  to  maintain  those  indus- 


>n  which  the  bulk  of  the  population  ,  but  as  the  representative  of  a  mining  con- 


country  depends.  I  think  it  is 
gainst  the  interest  of  the  workmen 
le  cost  of  production  should  be  in- 
i,  for  we  would  find  if  this  Bill  passed 

serious  reduction  in  the  output 
be  the  result,   and  a  great  many 


stituency,  and  more  closely  connected 
with  mines  than  any  other  Member  in 
this  House.  I  make  a  strong  and  earnest 
appeal  to  the  House,  therefore,  that  they 
should  weigh  the  matter  carefully,  and  I 
am  sure  if  they  do  so  that  they  will  agree 


would  be  closed.      But  this  Bill  is  '  with  me  that  no  ease  whatever  has  been 


llyagainst  the  interest  of  the  counties 
rham  and  Northumberland.      Now, 
Durham  and  Northumberland  have 
accustomed    to    manage    our    own  • 
We*  have   had  many  difficulties 
1  with  at  various  times,  and  we  are  ! 
ready   to   adapt   ourselves   to  any  \ 
tion  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties  , 
the  Legislature  may  put  upon  us.  , 
ad   the   Workmen's   Compensation 
rhich  in  some  districts  has  led  to 
litigation.     But  in  the  counties  of  { 
m  and  Northumberland  the  litiga- 
ias  been  practically  nil,  because  of  ; 
3tion  of  our  joint  committees  and  : 
mmon  sense  and  great  intelligence  !  and    gist 
exists   in  our   north  country  dis- ;  taken,   so 
I  feel  sure  that  if  both  our  em- 
's and  workmen  could  see  that  this 
ould  not  interfere  with  them,  it  is 
possible  that  our  opposition  would 
ave  been  so  strong.     What  do  we 
r  from  the  facts  I  have  quoted  ?  We 
r  this,  that  there  is  no  class  of  men 


made  out  for  this  special  legislation.  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  moving  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 


♦Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid> 
said  he  begged  to  second  the  Amendment 


of  the    hon.    Baronet   who  had  just  sat 

down,   and   he    would   suggest   that  the 

House  should  give  close  consideration  to  the 

concluding  remarks  of  the  hon.  Baronet, 

since  they  made  clear  his  opposition  to  the^ 

Bill,  namely,  that  they  in  Durham  would 

like  to  l>e  left  to  the  management  of  their 

own  affairs.     That  contained  the  kernel 

of    all    the     action     he    had 

far  as  this  Bill  was  concerned, 

1  every  time  it  had  been  before  this  House 

or   had   come   up   for   discussion  in   the 

country.     On  all  occasions  he  had  tried 

to  do  his  very  best  not  to  prevent  other 

ople  from  having  what  they  l>elieved  to- 

the   advantages   of  the   Bill,   but   to* 

prevent  other  people  from  forcing  on  him 
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and  the  men  he  represented  conditions 
and  arrangements  and  alterations  of  the 
law  which  they  thought  would  not  l>e 
beneficial  to  them.  Before  he  went  into 
the  discussion  of  the  Bill  he  would  like 
to  correct  one  or  two  statements  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Chester- 
le-Street  had  made,  and  which  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  correct.  The  first 
was  as  to  the  meal-times  of  the  miners  in 
the  county  of  Durham. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  :  I  was  explain- 
ing more  particularly  the  yield  of  the 
counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland, 
but  the  statistics  I  have  given  apply  to 
the  whole  country  generally. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) 
said  that  if  that  was  the  explanation  he 
had  not  a  word  more  to  say  alx>ut  it.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Baronet  was  slightly  in 
error  as  to  the  action  of  South  Wales,  and 
the  reason  why  the  miners  there  were 
not  accepted  into  the*  federation.  It  was 
not  because  they  would  not  give  in  their 
adhesion  to  eight  hours,  but  because  they 
would  not  promise  to  give  up  their  sliding 
scale.  He  might  further  state  that  there 
were  a  large  number  of  men  in  South 
WTales  who  believed  in  the  regulation  of 
labour  in  mines  by  this  House,  but  not  in 
having  the  hours  fixed  from  bank  to 
bank.  He  believed  there  had  been  votes 
taken  by  miners  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  apart  from  their  own,  but  no 
l>allots  were  taken.  There  had  hee*n 
pithead  votes  of  young  and  old  all 
together,  in  which  they  held  up  their 
hands  in  open  voting,  but  that  was 
not  a  proper  way  of  testing  men's 
opinions.  Let  him  say  in  a  word  to  his 
hon.  friend  who  introduced  this  Bill, 
that  he  could  not  accept  any  of  his  argu- 
ments. He  put  that  as  respectfully  as  a 
man  could.  He  was  bound  to  say  also 
that  able  as  the  Members  were  who 
brought  this  Bill  before  the  House  on 
former  occasions,  the  promoters  of  it  had 
never  had  a  more  able  man  to  discuss  the 
question  than  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
did  it  to-day.  If  his  arguments  were  not 
acceptable  he  confessed  that  the  spirit, 
tone,  and  temper  of  his  statements  were 
everything  that  any  man  could  desire,  no 
matter  how  bitterly  opposed  he  might  be 
to  the  Bill.  And  well  would  it  have  been 
for  the  working-classes  of  this  country  if 
the  same  temper  had  been  exhibited  by 
overybody,  and  if  there  had  been  less 
virulence  and  less  calumny  in  urging   the 

Mr.  John  JFiUon. 


demands  which   they   made.       He   fully 
endorsed  all  that  the  hon.   Member  who 
introduced  the  Bill   had  said    as  to  the 
dangerous,  unpleasant,  and  arduous  nature 
of  the  labour  in  mines.     He  was  one  of  a 
group  of    six   in   this  House    who  from 
earliest  boyhood  had  had  to  pass  through 
these  arduous  and  dangerous  duties.   The 
hon.   Member   was  quite   right  when  he 
compared   the   work   in  the   mines  to  a 
battlefield  with  all  its  disastrous  and  re- 
pulsive horrors.    He  had  his  full  approval 
in  everything  he   said  in  that  direction, 
and   if  the   hon.    Gentleman    had    gone 
further  and  said  that  the  miners  were  mrt 
sufficiently  well   paid   for    their   labour? 
under  these  circumstances,  he  would  have 
found  him  in    full  agreement  with  him. 
He  believed  that  if  any  class  of  men  in 
the   country   should    be  well  paid— and 
he  admitted  they  were  pretty  well  paid 
just  now-  it  was  the   miners.     He  was 
rather  doubtful  that  his  hon.  friend  had 
not  been  sufficiently  coached  in  his  facte, 
or  in  his  ideas.     There  was  one  term  he 
used  very  often,  and  thatwas  "  eight  hours 
continuous  work."     Now  this  Bill  did  not 
want   that;   indeed  it   contradicted  that 
position.     It   did   not  give   eight  houn* 
continuous  work,  but  eight, hours  from 
bank  to  bank  ;  and  therefore  if  his  hon. 
friend   desired   that   the   miners    should 
work   eight   hours    continuously  at  the 
face,  he  would  have  to  alter  his  Bill,  and 
not  fix  rigidly  any  hours   whatever,  lie- 
cause  they   knew  that    there   were  por- 
tions  of    mines     where    the    men   had 
only     to    walk     one     hundred    or   two 
hundred  yards  to  the   face,  while  there 
were  portions  of  the  same  mines  where 
they    had  to   walk  three    miles    under- 
ground  to  their   work    and  that  would 
take    them  alxmt  an  hour  and  twenty 
minutes.       He     should     like    to    know 
whether  his  hon.  friend  meant  in  his  Bill 
eight  hours  from  l>ank  to  liank,  or  eight 
hours  continuous  work.      That  ought  t« 
be  clear,  because  he  thought  he  was  right 
in  saying  that  the  gentlemen  promoting 
this  Bill  meant  eight  hours  from  hank  to 
bank  ;  but  if  they  had  said  flo  distinctly 
they  would  not  have  availed  themselves  of 
some  Members'  able  support  to  the  Hi 
He  should  have  liked,  further,  if  his  hon. 
friend  had  tried  to  explain  some  of  tte 
difficulties  as  to  the  application  of  th» 
Bill.       Although    he    was    shoulder  to 
shoulder,   metaphorically   speaking,  wi4 
the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Che* 
ter-le-Street  was  on  one  side  of  the  tin* 
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and  he  on  the  other.  The  hon.  Baronet 
took  the  purely  commercial  side  of  the 
line  ;  hut  he  took  the  other,  for  he 
yielded  first  place  to  no  man,  in  the 
House  or  out  of  it,  in  that  respect, 
and  every  movement  he  had  made  and 
every  word  he  had  uttered  had  been 
prompted  by  considerations  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  men  he  represented.  He  sub- 
mitted that  what  they  ought  to  have  were 
practicalities  and  clear  statements  as  to 
how  this  Bill  was  going  to  be  applied.  He 
knew  there  were  leaders  of  parties  who 


Now/ if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  appalled 
by  the  difficulties  of  a  universal  eight 
hours  day  in  some  trades,  but  was  not 
appalled  by  the  difficulties  in  the  mining 
industry,  although  at  the  same  time  he 
admitted  that  there  was  no  occupation  in 
the  country  in  which  the  conditions  of 
working  varied  so  greatly,  he  would  ask 
him  when  he  spoke  that  afternoon  not  to 
dwell  on  theory,  because  this  was  not  a 
question  of  theory  or  sentiment ;  it  was 
a  question  of  expediency  and  practical- 
ities and  benefits.     And  if  the  right  hon. 


had  given  support  to  the  Bill,  and  he  had    Baronet  could   show  him -he   spoke   for 


told  them  that  it  was    incumbent  upon 

them  before  they  resolved  to  give  that 

support,  to  take  into  their  minds  a  great 

colliery  employing  1,500  or  2,000  men  and 

1k>vs,  and  see  how  a  rigid  Eight  Hours  Bill 

could  be  made  to  work  in  all  the  various  J 

exigencies  of  the   situation.      The   right  j 

hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Forest  of  i 

Dean  apparently  thought  that  it  was  a  ! 

most   simple    thing    to    apply    the    Bill  ; 

to   the   mines.     Since  the   question   had  j  large  preponderance  of  the  mining  com- 


himself-  -where thisBill  could  beappliedto 
mines,  with  all  their  varied  conditions,  he 
would  find  that  he  was  of  the  same  think- 
ing as  himself.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
introduced  the  Bill  made  two  statements 
which  he  did  not  think  he  had  fully 
weighed.  He  wanted  to  supply  that  hon. 
Gentleman  with  a  little  bit  of  evidence. 
That  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  the 
Bill   came  forward  supported  by  a  very 


been  before  the  House  the  right  hon 
Baronet  had  given  them  in  the  north 
the  benefit  of  his  missionary  spirit,  and 
had  tried  to  bring  them  to  his  way  of 
thinking.  He  went  down  to  Newcastle 
in  Xoveml>er,  1897,  and  delivered  a 
speech.  He  l>elieved  there  was  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  more  desirous  to  do 
£otxl  to  the  working  classes  of  the 
country  than  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
Well,  in  that  Newcastle  speech  he  said — 

**  Now,  he  wan  an  extreme  man,  but  he  was 
bound  to  say,  as  a  practical  politician,  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  adoption  by  Parliament 
of  a  universal  eight  hours  day  was  the  form  in 
which  the  change  would  come." 

Then  he  went  on  to  mention  certain 
trades  to  which  an  eight  hours  day  was 
inapplicable,  such  as  the  cotton  trade, 
agriculture  and  shipping  ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  proceeded-  - 

"There  were  some  trades  where  the  difficulty 
of  proceeding  by  law  was  far  less  great, 
where  it  would  be  easy  to  introduce  the  principle 
*nd  where  the  Parliamentary  difficulties  were 
very  small." 

And  he  suggested  that  a  tentative 
measure  might  be  tried  for  mines.  He 
Wanted  to  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  tell  the  House  how  the  difficulties  in 
mines  were  to  be  dealt  with.  In  that 
fen*  same  speech  at  Newcastle  the  right  ( 
hon.  Baronet  said —  j 

"There  wa**  no  occupation  in  which  the  con-  I 
<ntions  of  working  varied  ho  greatly  as  in  the 
■lining  industry.''  • 


munity  of  the  country.  Hon.  Members, 
if  they  are  not  members  of  a  trade  union, 
will  have  some  idea  as  to  what  it 
is  to  be  a  member  of  a  union.  If 
they  were  so,  and  officials  in  that 
union,  they  would  never  think 
that  they  represented  men  who  were  not 
in  the  union.  All  they  would  represent 
would  be  a  majority  of  the  union.  That 
was  what  he  called  a  fair  position.  But 
the  hon.  Member  who  introduced  the  Bill 
made  out  that  there  were  545,000  men  in 
the  mines  outside  the  counties  of  Durham 
and  Northumberland,  and  he  assumed  - 
it  was  a  very  gratuitous  assumption — that 
all  these  545,000  men  were  in  favour  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS:  No;  my  hon.' 
friend  is  wrong.  The  figures  I  quoted 
were  that  the  persons  engaged  in  coal 
mines  were  678,000,  out  of  whom  545,000 
were  workmen  underground.  I  did  not 
refer  to  Northumberland  or  Durham  in 
that  connection. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 
Well,  the  hon.  Member  assumed  that  all 
the  miners  in  this  country  outside  Dur- 
ham and  Northumberland  approved  of 
this  Bill,  and  were  really  men  who  were 

ving  their  adhesion  and  support  to  it. 

e  wished  to  quote  some  figures,  but  not 
in  any  way  to  gloat  over  them,  for  he 
regretted  them.     But  he  held  in  his  hand 


s; 
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a  return  of  the  total  trades  union  member- 
ship in  this  country  and  of  the  mining 
unions.  As  he  had  said,  no  mining 
leader,  himself  included,  could  speak  for 
the  men  outside  the  unions.     By  what 


tried  eight  hours  had  been  obtained. 
That  had  been  the  case  in  one  district 
in  Scotland  for  twenty-five  years.  The 
men  of  Durham  and  Northumberland  hail 
had   ten   hours  from  bank  to  ltank,  by 


right  did  the  lion.   Member  say  he  spoke    agreement,  since  1890.     He  knew  it  was 
for   the  men  outside   the    unions  ?      He    said,  "  What  about    the    hoys  S "     Who 
could   only    speak    so    if    there    was    a  •  were  the  boys,  and  whom  did  they  belong 
universal    consensus    of    opinion.     Now,  !  to  '?     They  were  not  Oliver  Twists  from 
the  total  number  of  men  in  the  unions    the  workhouse,  they  were  their  own  flesh 
in  the  mining  districts,  according  to  the  !  and  blood,  and  it  was  not  to  Ikj  supposed 
Board   of   Trade    returns,    in    1 898   was  !  that    they    would    allow    them    to    be 
317,135,  and  there  were  in  the  unions  in    barbarously    treated.     They     were     not 
Durham  and  Northumberland  82,548.     If    satisfied  with  ten  hours,  but  until  they 
they   subtracted    82,000   odd   from    the  i  could   find   some   solution   of   this  great 
total  number  they  had,  covering  Scotland,  i  difficulty  they  approved   of   the  present 
Wales,  and  the    whole  of  England   out-  |  condition   of  the   boys.     If   that  House 
side  these  twTo  counties,  234,697  persons.  ;  dealt  with  the  question  of  hours,  they 
Outside  the  two  northern  counties    there    should   also   deal    with   the   question  of 
were  324,781  men  employed  in  and  about  :  wages.     There  were  nearly  4,000  women 
the   mines  in   this    country    who    were  j  still  employed  about  the  coal  mines  of  this 
outside  the  unions  which   favoured  this  I  country.     Their  employment  was  a  dis- 
proposal.     How,  therefore,  could  the  hon.  !  grace  to  those  who  allowed  it.     He  was 
Member  who  introduced  the  Bill  or  any  j  glad  to  say  that  in  the  counties  of  Nortl- 
trade   union    leader   claim   that   he   had  i  umberland  and  Durham  no  women  were 
behind  him  the  solid  consensus  of  opinion  I  employed  alxnit  mines.     He    would  join 
of  the   men   engaged  in  and  about  the  |  hands  with  anyone  who  would  not  only 
mines  of  this  country  ?     Was  there  any  !  shorten  the  hours    but  al>olish  the  em- 
man  who  lived  in  such  a  fool's  paradise  as  J  ployment  of   women.     If   shorter  hours 
to  suppose  that  if  a  miner's  hours  were  ;  would   be   conducive   to    the    health  of 
ten  and  they  were  reduced  to  eight  he    young  lx)ys  in  mines  they  would  be  to 
would    receive   the    same    wages  ?      He  !  the  health  of  mothers  and  daughters,  and 
did  not  live  in  such  a  paradise.     It  was  j  certainly   to  comfort  in   their  domestic 
said   that  had  it  not  been  for  Durham  I  arrangements.      What     needed     to    be 
and  Northumberland  the  other  districts  :  taught  nowadays  was  self-reliance.    Let 
would  have  obtained  eight  hours.     There  ;  not  people  come  to  Parliament  to  do  what 
was  not  a  district  outside  Durham  and  i  they  could  do  themselves.     Let  this  Kll 
Northumberland    that    could    not    have  •  l>e   withdrawn.     Its   object  coidd  be  sc- 
had   eight   hours   since    1894,    when   an  '  complished  without  appealing  to  Parlis- 
option  clause  was  proposed  in  that  House,    ment  if  the  working  classes  desired  the 
Durham   and   Northumberland   had    not    Bill.     He  opposed  the  Bill  now,  as  he  had 
stood  in  the  way,  and  did  not  stand  in    done  on  previous  occasions,  l>elieving  it 
the  way  now.      The   hon.    Member  for  !  would  be  detrimental   to  the  interest*  of 
Walthamstow  opposed  local  option  on  the  j  the  working  classes  of  this  country, 
ground  that  he  desired  to  limit  compe-  !      Amendment  proposed— 

tition  between  the  various  districts.     In  ;     <<rn   .  .  Al  ,  (         ,       ,  ^n* 

,.  .   .  .     ,i  ,  ,  0        "To  leave  out  the  word  'now,    and  at  the 

some  distnets  there  were  coal  seams  18  I  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words « upoa 
inches  thick,  and  in  others,   seams  9  feet  ;  this  day  six  months.'  "—(Sir  Janus  Joicty) 
thick  ;  in  some  districts  the  men  had  to  i      Quegtion  ^    «That   the  VOId 

ravel  three  miles  and  m  others  only  a    ^    ,  standP  ^of  the  Que8tion.» 
few  hundred   yards   to  their  work,  and  ^ 

they  also  knew  that  the  coal  produced  in  j  *Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester 
some  districts  was  nearly  100  tons  per  shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man per  year  more  than  that  produced  in  man  who  has  just  sat  down  and  the  hon. 
others.  Therefore  it  was  impossible  to  j  Baronet  who  preceded  him  in  moving  th« 
obtain  uniform  conditions,  and  it  was  not '  rejection  of  this  Bill  have  both  told  n* 
possible,  by  fixing  an  eight  hours  day,  '•  that  the  time  this  afternoon  is  too  short 
to  so  arrange  that  the  various  districts  |  to  enable  the  House  to  come  to  a  con- 
should  not  compete  with  each  other.  .  elusion.  They  have  not  only  said  tbt* 
Wherever  negotiation  had  been  fairly  but  also  that  no  arguments  have  been 
Mr.  John  Wilson. 
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luced  in  favour  of  this  measure, 
e  matter  has  now  been  under  discus- 
n  for  two  hours,  so  I  shall  not 
)lo<nse  for  addressing  myself  solely 
the  explanations  of  the  hon. 
tmbers  who  have  supported  the 
lendment.  The  question  involved  by 
5  Bill  is  not  an  academic  one  as  to 
ether  the  hours  of  adult  male  labour 
>uld  be  interfered  with,  but  a  practical 
3  as  to  who  is  to  regulate  the  system 
ier  which  coal  mines  are  to  be  carried 
With  regard  to  the  objection  to 
«rfering  with  the  hours  of  adult  male 
■our,  how  can  any  individual  collier 
tie  the  hours  when  he  will  work  1  They 
st  be  settled  either  by  the  employer,  a 
de  union,  or  the  law.  We  used  to 
irrel  about  the  facts,  but  happily  they 

now  admitted.  We  accept  the  figures 
en  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  by  the 
Btl  Trade  Association,  that  hewers  in 
rham  work  5j  hours  below,  while  the 
r"s  are  ten  hours  below,  and  for  every 
ver  who  has  attained  these  extra- 
iinarily  short  hours  there  are  two  other 
>ple  who  are  either  underground  ten 
ire  or  who  work  ten  hours  at  the 
's  mouth.  It  has  been  alleged,  and 
;  allegation  has  been  supported  by 
»  opinion  of  Dr.  Arlidge,  that  the 
rk  of  colliers  is  not  injurious  to  health, 
t,  as  regards  the  )>oys,  undoubtedly  I 

prepared  to  allege  interference  with 
ilth.  The  facts  themselves  prove  that  in 
j  case  of  boys  and  young  people  there  is 
ury  to  health.  We  are  told  the  work  of 
i  young  people  in  mines  is  light  work, 
the  25th  May,  1897,  a  question 
s  asked  in  this  House  about  a  lad  of 
enteen  on  whom  there  had  been  an 
uest.*  The  facts  were  admitted.  That 
ing  person  had  worked  in  a  coal  pit 
m  seven  in  the  morning  until  nine 
lock  at  night  on  the  day  on  which  he 
d  of  overwork,  and  his  last  meal  had 
»n  at  noon.  He  had  been  working 
ise  hours  day  by  day.  The  Home 
rretary  admitted  that  these  facts  had 
?n  ascertained  to  be  entirely  true,  and 
added  these  pregnant  words — 

The  manager  on  a  previous  occasion,  when 
ad  was  killed  after  working  more  than 
een  hour*,  had  promised  not  to  allovr  young 
.on*  to  work  *o  long  in  future." 
id  he  pointed  out  to  the  House  that 
ere  was — 

o  pjwer  no  ier  the  existing  Acts  to  limit 
J  bourn  of  labour  of  yuung  persons  above  the 
b  of  sixteen. ' 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
ries],    Vol.  xlix.,  p.  1255. 


I  allege,  Sir,  that  this  case,  and  other 
cases  of  the  kind  which  have  been  cited, 
prove  that  in  the  case  of  young  persons 
even,  apart  from  boys,  there  is  this 
injury  to  health  which  has  been 
alleged  by  us.  I  am  prepared  also  to 
make  this  assertion,  that  that  injury,  or 
chance  of  injury,  is  increasing  day  by 
day.  In  becoming  deeper  the  coal  pits 
are  becoming  hotter.  To  quote  the  argu- 
ment of  one  whose  repute  on  this  question 
will  be  admitted,  Dr.  Foster  Brown,  in  his 
admirable  paper  on  the  "  Mechanical  and 
Economical  Problems  of  the  Coal  Ques- 
tion," distinctly  states  that  not  only  is  the 
depth  of  the  mines  increasing,  but  heat  is 
increasing  and  there  is  consequently 
exhaustion  of  the  employed.  Both  my 
hon.  friends  have  alleged  that  wages 
would  decrease  either  generally  or  in 
certain  cases  on  the  passing  of  this  Bill, 
and  I  understood  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Durham  to  say  that  in  South  Wales 
the  men  were  not  entirely  in  favour  of 
this  Bill.  As  regards  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  the  men  in  South  Wales  are  agreed, 
and  the  overwhelming  majority  of  them 
are  agreed  as  regards  its  details.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Chest  er-le-Street 
Division  of  Durham  distinctly  made  the 
statement,  and  it  is  repeated  in  the 
employers'  circular,  that  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  would  mean  a  decrease  of  one-fifth 
in  the  average  earnings  of  all  who  worked 
ten  hours  and  a  proportionate  decrease 
for  others.  The  same  prophecies  were  made 
when  the  Compensation  Act  was  under 
discussion,  and  they  did  not  come  true. 
I  do  not  believe  they  would  come  true  on 
this  occasion.  A  matter  which  is  more 
capable  of  investigation  is  the  allegation 
both  my  hon.  friends  have  made  that  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  would  cause  an  increase 
of  danger. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  :  I  never  stated 
that.  I  stated  facts  from  a  Return  moved 
for  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wan  s- 
beck  Division,  which  showed  that  the 
majority  of  accidents  in  mines  took  placet 
during  the  fh*st  four  hours  of  a  shift. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  understood 
that  to  be  used  as  an  argument  to  show 
that  there  would  be  an  increase  of  danger 
from  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  It  is  so 
used  in  this  circular.  With  regard  to 
what  the  hon.  Member  characterised  as 
the  hurry  and  haste  of  working,  I  have 
to  make  this  observation,  that  it  is  incon- 
ceivable that  under  this  Bill  in  any  part 
of   the   country   coal    would   be   worked 
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more  hurriedly  and  hastily,  in  the  best 
sense,  than  it  is  in  Durham  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  work  in  Durham,  where 
the  men  work  five  and  a  half  hours,  is  on 
a  scientific  system  at  railroad  speed. 
There  is  none  of  that  slackness  or  delay 
which  some  of  us  think  exists  in  I^anca- 
shire.  I  have  seen  them  work  on  the 
occasions  my  hon.  friend  describes.  I 
did  not  go  down  with  the  employers, 
or  with  anybody  in  particular, 
or  under  my  own  name,  localise  I  \ 
wished  to  see  for  myself.  But,  cer- 
tainly, anything  more  rapid  than  the 
railroad  speed  of  work  in  Durham,  I  can- 
not conceive.  As  compared  with  the  pits 
I  have  seen  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the  difference  is  as  between 
Chicago  and  sleepy-hollow.  When  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  alleged  that  there  are 
fewer  accidents  in  Durham  than  else- ! 
where,  I  congratulate  him  on  the  fact.  I  j 
think  it  is  due  to  the  scientific  method  of  • 
working  they  have  adopted  there,  and 
I  agree  that  a  similar  sharpening  up  of 
the  work  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
would  be  beneficial.  The  real  objection 
to  this  Bill  is  the  difficulty  of  altering  the 
Northumberland  and  Durham  system — it 
is,  in  fact,  the  question  of  the  l>oys.  The 
words  in  which  that  difficulty  is  placed 
before  the  House  in  the  circular  of  the 
North  of  England  Coal  Trade  Associa- 
tion are  these  - 

"  The  Kill  would  revolutionise  the  present 
system  of  working    necessary    for .  the    two 
counties  ;  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  elaborate 
arrangements  between  employers   and    men,  j 
and  the  working  hours  of  the  different  classes  ; 
of  labour   (advantageous    to   the    workmen)  j 
would  be  upset."  j 

They  say  there  are  about  50,000  hewers  ! 
who  work  seven  hours  underground ; " 
90,000  other  men  and  boys  who  work  j 
ten  hours  underground ;  and  the  re-  J 
mainder  of  the  persons  employed  work  I 
ten  hours  on  the  surface. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) :  j 
Many  of  them  only  work  eight  hours. 

*Sir   CHARLES    DILKE:  It    is  diffi- 
cult to  be  certain  on  that  point.      I  was 
obliged  to  take  the  figures  from  the  Coal  I 
Trade    Association     of    the     North     of  | 
England,  which  I  think  may  be  taken  as 
accurately  representing  the  facts. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  :  There  are  more 
than  half  working  eight  hours. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  They  would 
not  be  affected  bv  this  Bill.     The  same  j 
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circular  states  the  period  of  work  in  these 
collieries  for  hewers  is  as  low  as  five  and 
a  half,  and  that  the  average  hours  of 
hewers  in  the  week  is  26  §  hours.  And 
it  goes  on  to  say — "  Such  hours  of  labour 
are  probably  unknown  in  any  other  em- 
ployment throughout  the  world."  Under 
the  head  of  "Boys"  they  say— "Those 
under  sixteen  are  limited  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  fifty-four  hours  per  week." 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  was  understood 
to  say  that  the  26f  hours  referred  to  the 
time  the  hewers  worked  underground. 

*SlR  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  can  state 
that  the  shifts  of  boys  in  the  .one  week 
are  the  whole  ten  hours  underground.  In 
the  debate  that  took  place  on  the  22i»d 
June,  1887,  upon  the  clause  and  the  pro- 
posed Amendment  to  the  clause  which 
constituted  the  law  which  now  regulates 
the  number  of  hours  boys  can  be  employed 
below  ground,*  the  hon.  Members  for 
Morpeth  and  Wansbeck  supported  still 
stronger  proposals.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Morpeth  said — "  I  would  gladly  vote  for 
a  limitation,  even  to  eight  hours  a  day." 
I  want  to  know  if  my  hon.  friends  hare 
changed  their  minds.  Do  they  still 
adhere  to  the  views  expressed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  by  speech 
and  by  both  of  them  by  vote,  or 
have  they  come  round  to  the  views  of 
those  who  voted  in  the  opposite  lobby ! 
I  want  to  know,  because  if  the  hours  of 
the  boys  are  limited  by  law,  we  all  admit 
they  are  too  long.  My  hon.  friends  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  position  of  the  boys 
in  1887;  they  voted  against  even  the 
present  law.  Are  they  prepared  now  to 
support  a  more  extreme  law?  They 
want  it  altered ;  they  have  been  unable 
to  alter  it  by  trade  unionism ;  are  they 
prepared  to  alter  it  by  law  ?  We  who 
support  this  Bill  may  improve  our  position 
today,  but  we  shall  be  beaten  in  the 
division.  But  if  we  are  beaten,  will  yoa 
legislate  in  regard  to  the  boys  ?  Will  you 
do  what  you  were  willing  to  do  in  18871 
This  question  of  the  boys,  not  only 
in  Northumberland  and  Durham,  but 
elsewhere,  is  in  some  respects  dis- 
graceful to  this  country.  In  point  of 
restrictions  in  boy  labour  underground 
we  are  now  behind  other  countries.  At 
one    time    we    were    before    the  other 

*  Debate  in  Committee  on  the  Coal  Mio*> 
&c,  Regulation  Bill.  See  The  ParliamaMt 
Debates  [Third  Series],  Vol.  cccxvL,  p.  706. 
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countries  in  the  matter  of  employ- 
ment underground.  When  Lord  Salis- 
bury telegraphed  his  acceptance  to  the 
Berlin  Labour  Conference,  there  were  two 
proposals  which  had  been  agreed  to  by 
Europe.  One  was  that  which  we  dealt 
with  last  year  in  the  Factory  Act  with 
regard  to  raising  the  age  of  children 
employed  in  factories  to  twelve,  and 
the  other  was  raising  the  child  age 
for  total  inability  to  be  employed 
underground  to  fourteen.  How  many 
l>oy8  now  employed  underground  for  ten 
hours  a  day  are  only  twelve  1 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 
They  are  very  few. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  Will  you 
give  us  those  few,  and  put  an  end  to  their 
employment  1  Even  that  mil  be  some- 
thing of  a  gain.  We  have  kept  one  of 
those  two  pledges  at  the  Berlin  Congress  ; 
we  have  not  kept  the  other ;  and  at  this 
moment  we  are  in  the  absurd  and  extra- 
ordinary position  that  there  are  more 
restrictions  on  the  employment  of  a  child 
at  the  pit's  mouth  than  there  are  under  the 
earth.  A  boy  employed  at  the  pit's 
mouth  cannot  be  employed  more  than  six 
hours  a  day,  and  yet  a  boy  l>elow  grouud 
can  be  employed  ten  hours  a  day,  or  fifty- 
four  hours  in  the  week.  •  In  France,  and 
I  believe  in  other  great  mining  countries, 
children  under  thirteen  years  of  age  can- 
not be  employed  underground,  and  I  say 
it  is  disgraceful  that  we  should  be  behind 
all  other  coimtries  in  the  matter  of  boy 
employment.  The  demand  for  this  Bill 
is  the  demand  of  Lalxmr,  and  the  one 
upon  which  Labour  is  most  widely  agreed. 
Of  all  the  suggested  proposals  put  before 
Parliament  by  the  trades  unions  for  the 
last  ten  years  this  is  the  one  which  has 
received  from  Labour  the  largest  measure 
of  support ;  and  unless  our  friends  from 
Durham  and  Northumberland  are  able  to 
meet  us  with  a  change  of  their  system, 
year  after  year  there  will  be  a  stronger 
feeling  in  this  House  in  favour  of  the 
passing  of  this  Bill. 

♦Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.)  :  I  am  surprised  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  have  brought  it  for- 
ward this  session  under  the  present 
circumstances.  It  seems  to  me  singularly 
inopportune  when  we  are  suffering  from 
a  scarcity  of  coal  amounting  almost  to  a 
famine.  Yesterday  we  were  discussing 
how   the   Navy  could  be  supplied  with 
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coal,  and  at  the  present  moment  the 
works  in  my  district  are  suspended  1  be- 
cause they  cannot  get  coal  at  a  price 
which  would  enable  them  commercially  to 
carry  on  their  work.  That  is  the  case  not 
only  in  Staffordshire,  but  in  North  Wales. 
Trade  is  being  largely  hampered  and 
interfered  with.  Working  men  and 
colli ers  are  interested  in  this  question. 
In  Wolverhampton — which  is  the  centre 
of  the  coal  district — men  are  paying 
Is.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  coal  for  their  own 
consumption.  That  is  three  times  the 
average  price,  and  the  excess  would 
amount  to  something  like  3s.  a  week  out 
of  the  working  man's  wages.  The  reduc- 
tion of  output  which  would  take  place 
if  this  proposal  were  carried  has  been 
variously  estimated  at  from  10  to  20  per 
cent,— that  is  to  say,  from  20,000,000  to 
40,000,000  of  tons  of  coal  per  year 
less  would  be  produced  in  this 
country  than  is  now  being  pro- 
duced. I  would  ask  hon.  Members 
who  support  this  proposal  how  that 
20  or  40  million  tons  of  coal  is  going  to 
be  supplied  ?  Are  people  who  burn 
it  in  their  houses  to  do  without  it  ? 
Are  the  works  which  would  use  it  to  be 
brought  to  »a  complete  standstill  ?  The 
effect  of  the  proposal  would  be  in  the  first 
place,  no  doubt,  to  very  largely  increase 
the  profits  of  coal-masters,  but  that  would 
be  short-lived.  By  raising  the  price  of 
coal  to  an  inordinate  extent  the  manufae- 
turing  supremacy  of  the  country  would  be 
destroyed,  the  coal-masters  would  suffer, 
the  working  man  would  suffer,  and  it 
would  be  disastrous  all  round.  The  cause 
of  the  present  scarcity  of  coal  is  to  some 
extent  that  the  trade  of  the  country 
being  in  a  very  flourishing  state  there  is. 
more  demand  for  coal.  But  the  chief 
reason  is  that  miners,  wages  are  very 
high,  and  as  they  become  higher  the  miner 
does  less  work.  I  have  had  a  very  care- 
ful account  taken  of  the  miners'  earnings 
in  my  collieries,  and  I  find  that  an  addi- 
tion of  40  per  cent,  to  the  wages  only 
adds  6  per  cent,  to  their  average  earnings. 
For  the  higher  wages  the  man  does  less 
work,  and  that  is  the  main  cause  of  the 
scarcity  of  coal  now  existing.  Some  of 
the  men  are  industrious  and  work  full 
time.  Are  these  men,  who  are  anxious 
to  better  themselves  and  to  improve  their 
position  so  that  after  a  time  they  may  be 
able  to  take  a  little  pit  of  their  own,  to 
be  prevented  by  law  1  Are  we  to  step 
in  and  say,  "  No,  you  shall  not  work  more 
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than  five  or  six  hours  a  day,  even  though 
you  wish  to  "  ?  That  would  he  a  most 
monstrous  proposal.  The  proposal  put 
forward  to-day  is  claimed  to  lie  an 
unanimous  proposal.  It  is  not  really  so 
unanimous  as  its  supporters  believe.  I 
know  there  was  a  meeting  specially 
•called  in  my  own  neighbourhood  to  con- 
sider this  question.  In  that  little  village 
then*  were  800  miners,  but  only  fifty 
attended  this  meeting.  Those  fifty 
voted  unanimously  for  the  eight  hours. 
But  what  about  the  750  who  were 
absent  ?  It  is  argued  on  the  other  side 
that  because  the  fifty  voted  for  the  pro- 
posal, the  remainder  also  were  in  favour 
of  it.  The  fact  is  that  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  eight  hours  attended  the 
meeting,  while  those  who  were  either  in- 
different or  opposed  to  it  stopped  away. 
It  is  a  very  important  fact  that  the  coal 
produced  in  this  country  per  miner  is  a 
decreasing  quantity,  while  in  the  countries 
of  our  competitors  it  is  an  increasing 
quantity.  In  the  year  1883  every  miner 
in  Great  Britain  produced  on  the  average 
-347  tons  of  coal;  in  1890  the  quantity 
had  decreased  to  308  tons  ;  and  in  1897, 
our  last  Return,  it  had  still  further 
decreased  to  297  tons.'  That  is 
to  say,  a  decrease  of  something  like  16 
per  cent,  has  taken  place.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  United  States,  in  1890  the 
quantity  per  miner  was  143  tons,  and  in 
1897  it  had  increased  to  450  tons. 
Therefore,  the  miner  in  the  United 
States  produces  50  per  cent,  more  coal 
than  the  miner  in  this  country.  It  is 
not  that  the  miners  in  the  United  States 
are  more  skilful  or  more  hard-working 
than  the  miners  in  this  country,  or  that 
the  swims  of  coal  are  easier  to  work,  but 
simply  that  they  work  more  hours  per  day 
and  per  week.  In  my  district  the  coal 
hewer  works  6 J  hours  and  earns  from 
5s.  2d.  to  10s.  per  day  ;  the;  coal  loader, 
an  entirely  unskilled  workman,  works  7  A 
hours  and  earns  4s.  lOd. ;  and  in  both 
cases  there  is  an  allowance  of  half  a  ton 
of  coal  every  twenty-four  days.  I 
do  not  begrudge  these  high  wages. 
Kverylx>dy  who  knows  the  work  must 
sympathise  with  the  men  in  the 
arduous  character  of  their  labour,  and 
as  long  as  the  trade  of  the  country 
will  stand  it  I  think  they  fairly  earn  the 
wages  they  are  getting.  But  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  at  present  the  miner 
gets  more  money  for  less  hours  than  the 
workmen  in  any  other  employment  in  the 

Sir  Alfred  Hickmun. 


:  country.    There  is  a  great  deal  said  about 

the  workmen  working  in  the  bowels  of 

the  earth,  but  I  must  say  the  coal  pit  is 

a  great  deal  better  in  that  respect  than 

the    division    lobby    of    the     House    of 

i  Commons.     In  the  pits  there  are  engines 

of    100    h.-p.    driving    air    through  the 

:  shafts,   and    I    only    wish    we   had  some 

i  of  those  fans  here  during  the  stifling  hot 

I  days  of  summer.    The  right  hon.  Baronet 

I  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  said, 
'  amongst  other  things,  that  the  majority 
;  in  favour  of  this  Bill  were  agreed  as  to  the 
;  details.  1  should  like  to  remind  him  that 
!  when  this  Bill  passed  the  Second  Reading 
|  on  a  former  occasion  and  went  into  Com- 
'  mittee,    the   right   hon.    Gentleman   the 

Member  for  Fife  introduced  a  provision 

that  it  should  apply  both  to  workmen  and 

!  to  employers,  that  is  to  say,  that  if  an 

;  employer  was  fined  for  allowing  his  men 

j  to  work  longer   than  a  certain  time,  the 

workmen  also  should  l>e  fined  for  reniain- 

,  ing   in   the  pit  if   they  had  a  chance  of 

;  getting  out.     The  peculiar  point  is  that 

although    the    promoters    of    that    Bill 

accepted  that  proposal,  they  have  never 

|  introduced  it  in  any  of  the  Bills  brought 

i  forward  since. 

.  *Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  Perhaps  I  can 
!  explain     that.       The      promoters    were 

advised  by  their  legal  authorities  that  it 
:  was   contrary   to  the  form  of  the  other 

Coal  Acts.  As  they  accepted  it  before, 
.  they  would  be  willing  to  accept  it  again 

if  the  House  put  it  in. 

,  *Snt  ALFRED  HICKMAN:  I  am 
,  extremely  glad  to  receive  that  explana- 
j  tion,  and  to  find  that  they  are  willing  to 

put  it  in.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  asks 
i  how  can  a  man  settle  the  hours  he  should 

work,  seeing  he  is  one  of  a  great  gang, 
j  a  member  of  a  pit,  and  that  they  all  work 
!  the  same  number  of  hours.  If  the  right 
|  hon.  Gentleman  had  had  the  same 
!  acquaintance  with   mining  as  some  of  us 

have  had  he  would  have  known  it  was  a 
|  very  common  thing  for  a  miner  to  work 
;  overtime.  For  instance,  the  stall-man 
{  works  half  an  hour  longer  to  place  hi* 
!  timber  ready  to  begin  work  next  moro- 
:  ing,  but  this  Bill  would  prevent  all  that. 
j  This  would  all  have  to  come  into  his  five 

and  a-half  hours ;  he  would  have  no  time 

■  to  make  preparations  for  his  own  safety. 

I I  honestly  believe  that  the  result  of  the 
I  Bill   would  be  very  largely   to  increase 

■  accidents.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  also 
j  said    that    the     conditions    in     various 
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ines  varied  very  much,  but  yet 
ey  had  managed  to  arrange  uniform 
urs.  That  is  an  entire  mistake.  There 
no  uniformity  of  hours.  Every  pit  has 
ierent  hours,  and  even  men  working 
the  same  pit  necessarily  have  differ- 
t  hours.  We  must  all  sympathise 
ry  much  with  the  work  of  men  in  the 
ifieries,  but  I  submit  that  a  very  strong 
*e  indeed  would  be  required  before  this 
>use  could  prohibit  a  man  of  full  age 
>rking  within  reason  and  so  as  not  to 
jure  his  health  whatever  time  he  desires. 
tmtend  that  no  such  case  has  been  pre- 
lted.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House 
11  reject  this  Bill  by  such  a  majority  as 
11  discourage  even  my  hon.  friends 
posite  from  introducing  it  again.  I 
neatly  believe  that  if  it  should  be 
rried  it  would  be  most  mischievous  to 
6  men,  to  the  employers,  and  to  the 
ttntry  at  large. 


Mr.  BURT  (Morpeth) :  I  am  not  quite 
re  that  my  hon.  friend,  in  moving  the 
tcond  Reading — and  he  himself  did  not 
em  to  be  quite  sure  on  the  point — was 
>t  claiming  a  greater  unanimity  of 
anion  in  favour  of  this  Bill  than  really 
dsts.  He  mentioned,  with  some  sort  of 
>ubt,  the  statement  that  only  one-sixth  of 
le  mining  population  of  the  country  are 
jposed  to  the  Bill.  We  all  know  how 
lav  it  is  to  play  pranks  with  statistics, 
id  I  suppose  that  that  statement  is  based 
i  the  assumption  that  all  the  mining 
stricts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with 
te  exception  of  Durham  and  North- 
nberland,  are  unanimously  in  favour 
the  proposal,  and  that  the  j 
iners  of  Durham  and  Northumber- 
3d  are  unanimously  against  it.  Neither 
e  one  assumption  nor  the  other  is  correct. 
difference  of  opinion  exists  to  some 
tent  in  Durham  and  Northumberland, 
d  it  is  quite  plain  from  the  evidence 
iren  before  the  Labour  Commission  that 
Jerences  of  opinion  exist  in  what  are 
fled  the  Federation  districts.  This  Bill 
a  the  great  merit  of  being  very  simple, 
ry  clear,  and  definite.  It  would  limit 
e  hours  of  all  persons  employed  under- 
tHind  to  eight  per  day  from  bank  to  bank, 
he  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
>r  the  Forest  of  Dean  said  very  truly 
kit  I  did  not  oppose  this  Bill  on  the 
*indple  of  objecting  to  Parliamentary 
tterference  with  adult  labour.  I  never 
toe  opposed  it  on  that  ground,  and  I 
toe  never  asserted  the  principle  that 
here  may  not  be  just  and  proper  reasons 
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I  for  limiting  the  hours  of  adult  labour.  I 
think  it  is  very  inadvisable  for  a 
i  politician  or  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
i  especially  for  one  who  may  be  a 
i  candidate  again,  to  needlessly  multiply 
|  his  general  principles.  It  is  difficult 
i  enough  to  adhere  to  those  to 
;  which  one  is  already  pledged.  I  think, 
i  too,  it  is  inadvisable  to  say  "  never "  if 
j  "  not  now  "  will  suffice.  What  I  have  to 
I  say  with  regard  to  adult  labour  is  that  a 
|  strong  and  overwhelming  case  should  be 
j  made  out  before  Parliament  interferes,  and 
•  that  that  case  has  not  been  made  out  in 
|  regard  to  this  Bill.  That  is  quite  enough  to 
I  be  going  on  with.  It  must  not  be  assumed, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  assumed, 
i  that  those  of  us  who  oppose  this  Bill  are 
I  in  favour  of  long  hours  of  labour  for 
I  either  men  or  boys.  I  am  a  great 
|  believer  myself  in  the  shortest 
|  practicable  hours,  and  I  hold 
;  that  belief  quite  irrespective  of  ques- 
|  tions  of  danger  or  of  health.  I  think 
|  a  human  being  is  entitled,  as  a  rational 
creature,  to  have  a  certain  amount 
of  leisure  for  recreation  and  mental 
improvement,  and  I  would  place  next  to 
wages  and  safety,  the  question  of  the  limi- 
tation of  hours  to  the  lowest  practicable 
level.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
my  conscience  had  been  very  uneasy  with 
regard  to  this  question  of  the  hours  of 
the  boys.  I  am  very  glad  that  after 
spending  more  than  twenty-five  years  as 
a  Member  of  this  House  my  right  hon. 
friend  admits  I  still  have  a  conscience. 
I  can  assure  him  that  with  regard 
to  the  limitation  of  hours  gener- 
ally, there  is  no  question  in  which, 
whether  as  a  workman  or  as  secretary  of 
a  large  trade  union,  I  have  taken  a  deeper 
interest.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  great  reforms  introduced,  and  I 
hope  I  may  claim  to  have  taken  some 
part  in  carrying  out  those  reforms.  If  I  may 
without  any  violation  of  good  taste  refer 
to  my  own  experience,  I  may  say  that  as 
a  boy  I  worked  regularly  thirteen  hours 
per  day  from  bank  to  bank,  and  at  that 
time,  in  the  earlier  part  of  my  life,  the 
men  were  employed  ten,  eleven  or  twelve 
hours  per  day.  In  those  days  everyone 
was  left  to  himself — a  principle  which 
seems  to  be  advocated  by  some  of  the 
opponents  of  the  present  Bill.  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  number  of 
hours  of  labour  of  all  classes  employed  in 
the  mines.  In  Northumberland,  I  may 
say,  even  before  the  Act  of   1872    wa& 
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passed,  we  reduced  the  hours  of  boys  from 
twelve  to  eleven,  and  by  nego- 
tiation we  have  more  recently 
arranged  that  the  hours  of  all  lx>ys  (with 
the  exception  of  a  very  few)  of  whatever 
age  should  not  exceed  ten  from  bank  to 
liank.  The  right  lion.  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  quoted  some  figures  with 
regard  to  the  hours  of  the  men 

*Sm  CHAKLES  DILKE:  I  quoted 
those  figures  from  the  circular  of  the 
Northern  Coal  Owners'  Association.  I 
was  corrected  with  regard  to  a  portion  of 
those  figures,  and,  of  course,  I  accepted 
the  corrections. 

♦Mr.  BURT :  I  should  say  there  were 
comparatively  few  of  the  men  who  work 
more  than  eight  hours  per  day.  Some 
of  the  boys  work  but  eight  houi-8.  The 
great  majority  of  them,  however,  and 
some  few  of  the  men  engaged  in  the 
transit  of  the  coal,  work  ten  hours.  The 
hewers  all  work  less  than  eight  hours. 
Other  classes  of  adult  workers  are 
employed  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank. 
The  great  majority  of  the  underground 
employees,  therefore,  work  not  more  than 
eight  hours.  In  the  north  of  England 
all  these  reductions  of  hours  have  been 
obtained  by  negotiation.  It  is  quite  true 
we  joined  in  the  agitation  for  shorten- 
ing the  hours  of  the  l>oys,  and  have  had 
the  assistance  of  legislation  to  some 
extent.  My  right  hon.  friend  asks  if  I 
adhere  to  the  statement  I  made  in  1887. 
I  remember  I  made  some  very  qualified 
statements  at  that  time  writh  regard  to 
the  enormous  difficulties  we  would  have 
in  the  north  of  England. 

♦Sir  CHAKLES  DILKE:  You  sup- 
ported the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  BURT:  Yes;  that  was  for  a 
reduction  to  ten  hours. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  The  ten 
hours  was  the  Government  proposal. 
You  voted  for  forty-eight  hours  a  week. 

♦Mr.  BURT:  My  right  hon.  friend  wants 
me  to  go  still  furtner,  and  to  promise 
to  put  my  name  on  the  back  of  some 
Bill  which  he  intends  to  introduce. 
I  would  rather  see  his  Bill  first.  I 
would  like  to  consider  the  words  in  their 
l>earing,  not  only  upon  the  methods, 
but  upon  what  is  practicable.  In  the 
north  of  England  we  have  made  great 
offorts  to  reduce  the  hours,  and  in  my 
opinion  they  are  already  reduced  to  the 
ioweat  possible  limit  consistent  vritti  \jh& 
Mr.  Burt. 


would  help  us  in  the  slightest  degree, 
is  advisable  even  in  legislation  to  havi 


existi  i  ig  doul  >le-shif  t  system.  To  make  any 
further  reduction  in  tne  hours  of  the  boys 
we  should  have  completely  to  revolutionise 
our  system,  which  now  works  admirably 
with  regard  to  the  masses  of  the  workmen 
throughout  Durham  and  Northuumber- 
land.  It  is  satisfactory  both  to  employers 
and  to  workmen.  I  quite  admit  that  it 
is  not  ideal,  and  I  should  very  much  like 
to  see  the  hours  of  the  boys  further 
reduced.  But  I  do  not  believe  this  Bfll 
is  the  method  by  which  that  reduction  cfl 
be  accomplished.     I  do  not  think  this  H" 

h 
legislation  to  have  a 
plain  and  practical  object  at  which  toain. 
I  sympathise  to  a  large  extent  with  tk 

!  humanitarian  feeling  which  is  growing 
throughout  the  country  and  pressing  for 

,  shorter  hours  of  labour,  not  only  in  tfci 
coal  trade  but  in  every  trade,  especially » 
far    a«    juvenile     labour   is    concerned 
I  do  not  believe  we  can  accept  the  present  I 
system  as  either    ideal    or  permanent;] 
but  I  think,  too,   that  we  ought  at  aaj| 
rate  to  lie  satisfied  that  in  removing  o 

,  evil  we  are  not  introducing  evit  dt 
greater  magnitude.  That,  after  all,  iatbl 
great  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  minenj 
in  the  north  of  England.  They  wooH] 
gladly  have  the  hours  of  the  boys  redueei/J 

!  but   they   cannot   further   reduce 
hours  without  introducing  much 

|  evils  than  they  would  remove. 

,      Mr.  WOODS  (Essex,  Walthamatof);] 
i  I  think  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  ' 
,  everything  to  be  satisfied   with  t*d$] 
;  For  the  first  time,  I  think,  the  op 
of  the  Bill  have  had  to  get  anoth 
!  Member   to  move  its  rejection.    If 
i  Bill  does  not  become  law  for  a  few 
I  sessions,     I  expect  we  shall  have 
converts     of     nearly     all     its 
opponents.     I  am  afraid  my  hon. 
the  Member  for  Mid  Durham  unin 
ally  rather  misled  the  House  in  regard  I 
certain     points    in     reference    to  ** 
action  of  the  Miners'  Federation  of  < 
Britain  in  connection  with  this  BflL  ' 
first  point  was  with  regard  to  the 
of  obtaining  the  ballot  vote  of  the  i 
of  the  Federation.     He  rather  coot 
the  idea  that  the  vote  had  been  ob 
in  a  very  haphazard  manner.    A 
was  taken  at  every  pit  in  the  Fede 
area  in  the  Midland  counties  of  V 
with  the  result  that  98  per  cent  of  1 
men    who    voted   gave    their 
to  this  Bill.    In  the  next  place,  he  i 
about   eight    hours    continuous 
that   the   Bill    did    not   soggmt 
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>urs  continuous  work.  Of  course,  we 
1  know  that.  There  must  be  time 
avelling  to  and  fro,  but  the  time 
jcessary  for  that  purpose  has  been  very 
uch  exaggerated.  I  should  think  that 
i  the  average  it  would  not  take  more 
tan  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  travel  from 
le  coal  face  to  the  pit  bank. 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  No,  no. 

Mr.  WOODS :  The  hon.  member  dis- 
it€8  my  statement,  but  I  speak  with 
jrsonal  knowledge.  Reference  has  also 
»en  made  to  the  question  of  the  equality 

position  of  colliery  owners,  and  it  has 
.^en  said  that  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
it  all  coal  districts  on  the  same  footing, 
ertainly.  We  want  to  show  no  favour 
id  to  give  no   advantage     to     anyone 

the  markets  of  the  country,  and  I 
mture  to  say  that  the  equality  of  posi- 
on  suggested  by  the  attitude  of  our 
iends  from  the  north  of  England  comes 

>  this :  they  want  some  colliery  owners 

>  work  their  men  ten  hours  and  others 
ght  hours.     We  want  all  colliery  owners 

>  be  on  the  same  footing.  We  do  not 
ant  to  injure  the  prospects  of  anyone,  but 
e  desire  to  do  justice  and  to  give  fair 
lay  to  all  in  the  trade.  My.  hon.  friend 
le  Member  for  Mid  Durham  spoke  as  if 
lose  whom  he  represented  alone  had 
iken  an  active  part  in  al>olishing  female 
thour  at  the  pit  brows.  Unfortunately, 
come  from  a  part  of  the  country  where 
lere  are  still  over  4,000  females  working 
n  the  pit  banks — I  refer  to  Lancashire. 
have  always  taken  the  view  that  the 
it  brow  is  not  a  suitable  place  for  female 
ibour,  and  I  may  say  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
[ember  that  when  we  were  discussing  the 
[ines  Regulations  Bills  of  1872  and  1887 
e  made  every  effort  we  could  to  abolish 
le  employment  of  females  upon  our 
it  banks.  The  leaders  of  our  Federation 
re  just  as  eager  to  support  the  abolition 
t  female  labour  as  the  hon.  Member 
imself.     He  has  rather  led  the  House 

0  imagine  that  our  organisation  has 
bring  the  last  ten  years  been  going  down 
ft  membership,  and  that  the  Federation 
MB,  in  fact,  soon  be  wiped  out  altogether. 
low  that  is  not  the  case,  because  within 
m  last  twelve  months  the  membership 

■  the  Miners'  Federation  has  leaped  up 
horn  154,000  to  220,000. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 

■  not  that  increase  due  to  the  accession 

1  the  South  Wales  miners  1 

Mr.  WOODS:  Not  altogether.  The 
ovd  of  Trade  figures  in  regard  to  these 


matters  are  sometimes  misleading,  because 

they  are  not  complete.      While  I  admit 

that  this  accession  of  the  South    Walea 

Miners  to  the  ranks  of  our  Foderatior 

accounts  for   a    certain   increase   in   our 

membership,  1  do  say  that  in  the  Midland 

counties  of  England  we  have    for  years 

past  maintained  our  membership.      Now 

I  want  to  deal  with  another  phase  of  this 

question.      1   was  quite  pleased  to  hear 

the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth,  who  is  a 

very  fair  minded  man,  point    out    that 

this  eight  hours  question    is    not  really 

understood.     I  agree  with  him  that  eight 

hours  is  quite  long  enough   for  any  man 

to    work  underground  at  a  time.      But 

what  I  would  like  to  put  to  the  House 

is    this,    that    if    eight    hours    is    long 

j  enough,   so   long  as   it   is  a    matter  of 

|  arrangement,  why  should  it  be  wrong  to 

|  fix  it  by  legislation  %    On  many  occasions, 

I  in  this  House,  it  has  been  deemed  right 

j  to  interfere  with  adult  labour.      It  has 

!  been  done  in  connection  with  the  Factory 

i  Acts  and  with  legislation  affecting  railway 

i  servants.     Is  it  not  a  fact  that  on  this 

I  very  day  there  is  a  special  notice  hung 

I  up  at   every   pit   head   warning  miners 

j  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  come  out 

|  of  the  mines  before  a  certain  hour,  and 

!  that  if  they  do  so  they  render  themselves 

j  liable  to  a  penalty  % 

I  Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (Salford) :  That 
1  is  done  to  obviate  danger  to  men  engaged 
i  in  the  winding. 

j      Mr.   WOODS  :    Certainly.      But  that 

j  does  not  alter  the  fact.     We  know  it  is  a 

'  judicious  arrangement,  but  we  say  that 

if    the   House   can   interfere  with   adult 

labour    in    one    respect  it  may  also   do 

so  in  other  respects.     It  seems  to  have 

been    assumed,    in   the    course    of    this 

debate,  that  our  friends  in  the  North  of 

England  are  unanimous  in  their  opposi- 

i  tion  to  this  Bill.     But  what  do  we  find  ? 

i  On  the  last  occasion  on  which  a  ballot 

I  was  taken  —and  these  figures  were  quoted 

|  by  a  deputation  which  waited  upon   Mr. 

i  Gladstone   in  1893  —it  was    found  that 

■  of    the    Durham    miners    28,000   voted 

against  legislation  and   1 2,000  in  favour 

|  of  it ;  20,000  did  not  vote  at  all.      The 

i  question  ,  naturally  arises,   why  did  they 

!  not  vote  %      The  answer  is  very  simple. 

,  There  is  a   rule  in  force  in  Durham  and 

,  Northumberland  that  no  lx>y  or  man  under 

\  twenty  years  of  age   shall  be   allowed  to 

!  register  a  vote. 

j      Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (J>uT\iwsv,  ^V\^ 
That  is  not  correct. 
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Mr.  WOODS:  I  accept  the  hon. 
Member's  correction,  of  course,  but  I  may 
explain  that  I  gathered  the  fact  from  a 
document  which  can  bo  seen  in  the 
Library  of  the  House.  Now  my  hon. 
friend  the  Memlierfor  Mid  Durham  seems 
to  assume  that  the  20,000  who  did  not 
vote  were  opposed  to  the  Bill.  I  venture 
to  say  that  he  is  wrong  in  that  assump- 
tion, and  I  hold  that,  on  the  contrary,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  them  are  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  now  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  I  l>elieve  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  miners  of  Northum- 
berland. The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Chester-le-Street  has  again  put  for- 
ward  the  old  argument  that  if  this  Bill 
passes  it  will  tend  to  make  the  working  of 
the  mines  more  instead  of  less  dangerous. 
I  remember  that  in  1897  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber challenged  anyone  to  show  how  the 
Bill  would  make  the  occupation  of  a 
miner  more  safe,  and  he  said  it  had 
been  proved  that  by  far  the  greatest 
number  of  accidents  occur  in  the  first 
four  hours  after  the  men  go  down  into 
the  pit.  But  I  may  quote  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Durham,  who 
answered  a  similar  statement  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean,  by  asserting  that  his  experience 
in  the  county  of  Durham  was  that 
accidents  generally  happened  in  the  night- 
time and  when  the  men  were  nearly  tired 
out.  The  argument  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  is,  in  fact,  that  when  the  men  get 
tired  they  become  less  careful  and  are 
less  capable  of  taking  proper  precau- 
tions against  danger  than  they  are  in  the 
early  hours  of  their  shift.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate  which  took  place  in  this 
House  on  the  23rd  March,  1892,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Meml>er  for  West 
Birmingham  put  the  case  in  a  nutshell. 
He  said  he  believed  everyone  would 
admit  that  eight  hours  continuous 
honest  work  at  this  occupation  was  a  fair 
day's  work  for  any  man.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Meml>er  for  West  Wolver- 
hampton seems  to  doubt  that. 

*Sm  ALFRED  HICKMAN :  Not  so. 
I  think  that  eight  hours  is  more  than 
sufficient  ;  but  I  say  that  they  do  not 
actually  work  more  than  five  and  a  half 
or  six  hours. 

Mr.  WOODS  :  Well,  it  being  generally 
admitted,  then,  that  eight  hours  is  quite 
sufficient,  what  objection  can  there  be  to  i 
that  limit  l>eing  fixed  by  legislation  ?     Is 
it  not  the  easiest  as  well  as  the  least  irri- 
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tating  way  of  settling  the  question  1  I> 
it  not  better  than  having  resort  to  strike*  ? 
I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Meml>er  for  West  Birmingham  that 
it  is  neither  patriotic,  prudent,  nor 
politic  to  adopt  a  course  calculated  to 
lead  to  strikes,  and  I  therefore  hope  that 
the  House,  remembering  the  enormous 
danger  of  the  miner's  occupation,  will  pa* 
this  Bill  and  thus  give  the  miner  more 
protection,  while  doing  that  justice  to  the 
mining  commimity  which  it  has  a  right 
to  expect  at  our  hands. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON  (I^ncashire. 
Newton) :  The  hon.  Member  who  last 
spoke  has  referred  in  regretful  tones  to 
the  fact  that  4,000  women  are  stiO 
labouring  at  the  Lancashire  pit  brows.  I 
do  not  think  he  need  be  very  down- 
hearted about  it,  for  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  put  a  stop  to  this  female 
labour  the  Lancashire  women  proved  too 
strong ;  they  came  to  London  and  they 
successfully  fought  their  own  battle.  The 
debate  has  shown  that  this  is  a  very  com- 
plex question.  I  do  not,  however,  think 
that  a  very  strong  case  has  l>een  made  oat 
for  this  Bill,  which  affects  so  many  differ- 
ent interests.  It  surely  is  not  too  haid  a 
thing  to  say  that  the  measure  is  most  im- 
practicable in  every  way.  We  are  nor 
suffering  from  a  coal  famine,  and  statistic* 
show  that  the  annual  output  of  coil 
per  man  per  year  is  decreasing.  In  185$ 
it  was  347  tons  ;  in  1890  it  was  308,  and 
in  1897  it  was  297,  and  if  this  Bill  were 
passed  it  would  still  further  diminish 
the  production.  It  is  clear  that  if 
the  day's  work  is  to  be  limited  to  eight 
hours  counted  from  the  pit  mouth,  the 

I  actual  hours  of  labour  will  be  only  an 
and  a  quarter  hours,   for   it  frequently 

I  takes  half  an  hour  to  travel  between  the 
pit  brow  and  the  face  of  the  coal  seam* 
and  in  addition  there  is  usually  an  intend 

|  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  for  meat 
This  would  reduce  the  production  it 
least  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  thw  » 
clearly  proved  by  the  experience  of  the 
short  working  hours  on  Saturdays,  when 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent.  le» 
is  got  out  than  on  other  days.  If  such  * 
falling  off  in  production  takes  place,  whtf 
will  be  the  effect  on  our  great  nuuro- 
facturing  industries  ?  Even  at  the  present 
time  there  are  works  which,  since  the 
beginningof  January,  have,  in  consequence 
of  the  dearth  of  coal,  been  stopped  some- 
thing like  two  days  a  week,  ana  this  h» 
occurred  in  many  parts  of  the  oountrr. 
Yet  we  are  now  asked  to  pass  a  Bui 
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♦Mr.   SPEAKER:    I   think    the    hon. 
Gentleman  was  concluding. 

COLONEL  PILKINGTON  :  No,  Sir  ;: 


will  still  further  lessen  the  output 
1 !  One  other  objection  I  have  to 
easure  is  that  it  penalises  only  the 
y  owners  and  not  the  workmen. 
y  hon.  friends  think  the  employers 
Iways  be  able  to  get  the  men  out  of 
t  within  the  eight  hours  1 

.  HERBERT  LEWIS :  I  beg  to 
that  the  Question  be  now  put. 


I  was  about  to  say- 

*Mr.     SPEAKER:     The    question   is,. 
"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  257 ;  Noes,. 
118.     (Division  List  No.  45.) 
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Sturt.  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Yvestmeath) 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(OxfordUni. 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas. Abel  (Carmarthen, E. ) 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,E. 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,Rt.  Hon.  SirWm.H. 

NOES. 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary( St.  Albans 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  (George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,%  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hamnatead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Win. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kit  son,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 

ljawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  SirDilfwyn-(Swan». 
Long,Cul  Charles  V\  .(Evesham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,Rt.  HonJames(Kent) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M4Ewan,  William 
M*Iver,SirLe  wis(Edin  b'rgh,W 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn/W.  F 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 


Himn)  BUI. 
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Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  ThomasCourtenayT. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,H.  ( Asbton-under-L 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Can-ell  (Notts. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 
WilKon,Jos.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(York.«. 
Woodhouse,SirJT  iHuddersfd 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley.Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayr<?- 
Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Jacoby. 


Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt .  Ja»|>er(Shropshirel 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon  A.  G.  (Bote) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,HerbertPike(Darrgtoii) 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W.  (Durham) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R.  (Lanes.  Newton) 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henrv  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.(  Hartlepool) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Haciney 
Round,  James 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenh'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christehtuch) 
Stanley.  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Toralinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usborne,  Thocnas 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe> 
Wrelby,Lt.Col.  A.C.E  (Taunts 
W'entworth,  Bruce  C.  VertX>tt; 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dors^ 
Willonghby  de  Eresby,  Lo<* 

TELLERS     FOR    THE     NOE^  1 

Sir  James  Joicey  and   P^* 
John  Wilson  (Durham). 


Question   put  accordingly,    "That  the 
word  '  now  '  atand  part  of  the  Question." 


The  House  divided : — Ayes,  175;  Not^ 
199.     (Division  List  No.  46.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Uison,  Robert  Andrew 


AYES. 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 


Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire^ 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 


Mines  (Eight 

\  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
laggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
.Alfred 
,  Augustine 

E<lward 

,  Thomas  Dolling 
lurst,  Henry 

Rt.  Hon.  James 
nan,  Thomas  Kyburn 

John 

n,  Sydney  Charles 
ell,  James 

on,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
>ell-Bannernian,  Sir  H. 
I,  Patrick  Goo.  H. 
m,  Richard  Knight 
f,  Frederick 
ing,  Francis  Allston 
Occavius  Leigh 
Dr.  G  B. 

1,  Douglas  Harry 
e,  John 

Daniel 

ie,  John  William 
1,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
i,  Thomas  (Sligo,S.) 
I,  James  Henry 
i,M.  Vaughan-(Cardig'n) 
•,  Colonel 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  diaries 
,  John 

in,  Captain  A. 
n,  P.  C. 

is,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
/orth,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Sir  William 
John  Edward 
tt,  Alfred 

,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
SirFrancisH(South'  ton ) 
son,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Frederick  William 
lurice,  Lord  Edmund 
$ry,  Sir  Fortescue 
r,  Ernest 

,  Sir  V\  alter  (Derby  Co.) 
•,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
>r.  tJoseph  Francis 
one,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
rd,  Daniel  Ford 
Charles 

W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
n,  John 

Ie,  Hon.  Ronald 
i,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 

John 

ither,  H.  T. 

de,  Edward  Mervyn 

l-Forster,  Hugh  O. 

,  J.  E.  B.  (Inverness) 

idge,  Emerson 

John  George  Alexander 

res,  Loid 

in,  Alfred 

r,Rt  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 

Rr,  Frederick  George 
t.Hon.A.H.S.  (Hunts) 
y,  George  C.  T. 
Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(  Bristol) 
Rt.  Hn.W.W.B. (Hants 
X,  Ernest  William 
Feidinand  Faithfull 
ie,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
U  Commander 
bartai 

ril*  Colonel  Henry 
Edward 


{28  February  1900} 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwiek,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemimill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,  Rt.Hn.  A.  Staveley  (Staffs 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,Hon.JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hut  ton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Johnson-Ferguson,  J  abezEdw. 
Junes,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh.) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSir  U 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Lal»ouchere,  Henry 
Jiangley,  Batty 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cunvland) 
Leese,SirJosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowthe^RtHnJWtCumb'land 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonneHDr.M.  A.((^n's  C. 
M'Arthur,  William(Cornwall) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.(Yorks. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Montagu,  Sir  S.(Whitechapel) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  James(  Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Pease,  A.  E.  (Cleveland) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 

NOES. 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Or  me 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.F.  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burt,  Thomas 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Cavendish,  R  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddincton,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  J«»hn  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.Edw.H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cornwalli8,FiennesStanleyW. 


Hours)  Bill, 
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Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgili,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.  A.(LancsSW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Randell,  David 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
K  oil  it,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
K  unci  man,  Walter 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,  Chas.  E.  (S'tafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Bobinson 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westineath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,Alired  (Glamorgan.E. 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  (Merth'r 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(Notts. ) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Hudder'd) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellkrs   for  the   Ayes— 

Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  and  Mr. 

Jacoby. 

Court  ney,Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,lrwm  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Digbjr,  JohnK.  D.  WingEeld- 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.  Sir  William  H. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
FergU8son,  RtHnSir  J.  (Mane' r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Forftt/w,  Hour}  N^asddl 
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Adjournment  of 


Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gariit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,HnA.G.  H.  (Cityof  Lond. 
tHbhe,Hon.  Vicary(St. Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
<TOschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hanbury,  lit.  Hon.  Rbt.  Win. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  ( -has.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampste'd) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hubbbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jackson, Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lrwrence,SirEDurning-(Corn. 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Edw.  H. 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie   { 


{COMMONS} 

Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,Sir  Dillwyn-(Sw,n8,a 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.*  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long, Col. Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,Rt.  Hon.  James(Kent) 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Macleam,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milner,  Sir  Fred.  George 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh. 
Morrell,  Georce  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.(Deptf d 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray, RtHnAGraham  (Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Pease,Sir Joseph  W.  (Durham) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lancs,Newton 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 


ike  House. 
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Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sirrhos.  ( Hart'pl) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 

Russell,Gen.  F.S.(  Cheltenham) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchureh) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart.  Sir  M.  J.  M'Tacgart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Walrond,Rt.Hon.  Sir  Win.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE(Taunton) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernoo- 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson-Todd, Wm.  H.(Yorks.) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Tellers   for   the  Noes- 

Sir  James  Joicey  and  Mr. 

John  Wilson  (Durham). 


as 


existing  arrangements  for  the  provision 

of  Fire  Brigades  (including  both  staff  and 

I  appliances)  in  England  and  Wales  except- 

!  ing  the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade ;  the 

adequacy  of  such  arrangements  for  the 

SCHOOL  BOARD  ELECTIONS  (LONDON),    due  protection  of  life  and  property  from 

Bill  to  alter  the  divisions  of  London  for  !  destruction  or  injury  from  fire,  and  the 


Words  added.      Main     Question, 
.amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  six  months. 

NEW   BILLS. 


the  election  of  the  School  Board,  and 
thereby  abolish  the  Cumulative  Vote, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Flower, 
Mr.  James  Bailey,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr. 
Marks,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  Harry  Samuel, 
Sir  Blundell  Maple,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith. 

SCHOOL  BOARD  ELECTIONS  (LONDON) 
BILL. 
"  To  alter  the  divisions  of  London  for 
the  election  of  the  School  Board,  and 
thereby  abolish  the  Cumulative  Vote," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wesdesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  104. J 

FIRE    BRIGADES. 
Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 


Amendments,  if  any,  which  are  necessary 
or  desirable  in  the  law  on  the  subject. 

Committee  accordingly  nominated  <*> 
Colonel  Bowles,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Je*86 
Collings,    Mr.    Duncombe,    Sir    GeorP 
Fardefl,  Mr.  Thomas  Joseph  Farrell,  >*T 
Heath,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  William  JofV^ 
Mr.  Malcolm,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Pym,  1V*T; 
Harold  Reckett,    Mr.    Richardson,   **** 
Major  Wyndham-Quinn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  po*^ 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  record*^* 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum.-^ 
(Sir  William  JFalrond.) 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
First  Report  brought  up,  and  read;  t^ 


uruereu,  luut  a  oeiew  kajwwiiwg  do  i      rmi  xteport  Drougni*  up,  ouu  hmuj 
ipointed  to  inquire  and  report  aa  to  tita  \Yk&  wgo&Ata  T&ble  and  to  be  printed. 


lYewBill  {1  March  1900}  New  Bill  1350 

OUSE   OF   LORDS.  J  QUEEN   ANNE'S    BOUNTY. 

,r     i    ,  i    *™^  I      Annual  Reports  and  Accounts  of  the 

rsday,  March  1st,  1900.  |  Governors,    for    the     year     ended    31st 

!  December,  1899. 

SAT  FIRST.  j 

i   Ludlow  sat  first  in    Parfia-  i  RAILWAY      AND      CANAL      TRAFFIC1 
the  death  of  his  father.  I  ACTS>    l«*-l*K- 

Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Railway 
and  Canal  Commission  ;  with  appendix. 


ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


OUTHERN    AND    WESTERN 
AILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

STZKYS    URALITE    PATENT 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

.4x1. 

ATE    AND     BIRCHINGTON 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.). 

TH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

sed:     The    Committees    to   be 
»y  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

HYDRAULIC  POWER  COM- 
PANY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

\stern  railway  bill  [h.l.]. 

eastern  railway  (steam 
;essels)  bill  [h.l.]. 

ALE  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

iRD    AND    ROSSLARE     RAIL- 
,ND  HARBOURS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

*EY  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 


IRISH    LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Return  for  the  month  of  July,  1899. 

ECCLESIASTICAL    COMMISSION. 
Fifty  second  Report  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners    for    England ;    with    an 
appendix. 

TRADE     REPORTS     (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

No.  522.  Russian  Railways. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PHARMACY 


(IRELAND) 
AND  1899. 


ACTS,      1875 


Order  in  Council,  dated  21st  February, 
1900,  approving  of  a  regulation  made  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


PIERS  AND    HARBOUR   ACTS   (PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDERS,  SESSION  1900). 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their 
proceedings  under  the  General  Pier  and 
;OUTHERN    AND     WESTERN     Harbour  Act,  1861,  and  the  General  Pier 

rDTERAIl!wAY  NICO^PATNIES  and  Harbour  Act'  1861'  Amendment  Act. 

AMATION  BILL  (h.l.].  j^y   before   the   House   (pursuant  to 

SOUTHERN    AND     WESTERN  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
ATERFORD,   LIMERICK,  AND 


KN      RAILWAY     COMPANIES 
AMATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

ted  :    The    Committees   to    l>e 
">y  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


URNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


UNIVERSITY   OF    LONDON   ACT,    1898. 

Regulations  made  for  the  University 
of  London  by  the  Commissioners  under 
the  Act ;  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant 
to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  15.) 


ON     DEPARTMENT     (DEFEC- 
ND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN). 

of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  : 
,  dated  26th  February,  1900, 
for  grants  on  account  of  the 
of  defective  and  epileptic 
&ud  prescribing  conditions  to  be 
by   certified    schools    for    such 

„XXIX.    [Fourth  Hfjuks.] 


NEW  BILL. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to 
public  libraries,  museums,  and  gymnasiums, 
and  to  regulate  the  liability  of  managers 
of  libraries  to  proceedings  for  libel — Was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Windsor  ;  read  V  \ 
and  to  be  printed.     (So.  \$.^ 
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House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

| 

Amendment  moved — 

44  On  page  1,  after  line  22,  to  insert  as  a  new 
sulwection,  '(2.)  The  judicial  authority  shall, 
in  his  report  to  the  Commissioners,  state  defi- 
nitely whether  in  his  opinion  the  detention  of 
the  patient  is  or  is  not  proper.'" — (The  Lord 
Chnncclior.) 

i 

♦The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl  ! 
of  Halsbury)  :  Clause  2  deals  with  j 
judicial  authorities  and  reception  orders, 
and  I  move  this  Amendment  so  as  to 
compel  the  judicial  authority  to  state 
definitely  whether  in  his  opinion  the 
patient  ought  to  be  detained  or  not. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11  : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  insert  as  a  new  clause,  4 Section  one 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  of  the  principal  Act 
shall  be  extended  so  as  to  permit  a  local  autho- 
rity to  appoint  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
visiting  committee  from  persons  not  members 
of  the  local  authority.'  "—{Lord  Norton.) 

♦The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  I  have 
no  objection  to  accepting  this  clause. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  1 1  and  1 2  agreed  to. 

Clause  13:— 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE :  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  is  in 
charge  of  this  Bill  whether  he  will  en- 
courage me  at  this  stage  to  move  a  new 
Boarding-out  Clause.  1  think  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Monkswell,  who  is  unable  to  be 
here  to-night,  has  explained  its  nature  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  If  he  can 
accept  it  now  I  will  explain  it  to  the  House. 

♦The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  I  am 
afraid  that  at  this  stage  of  the  Bill  I  can. 


;  not  accept  the  Amendment.     Personally. 

I  see  no  objection  to  it,  but  there  are  two 
;  Depirtments  of  the  Government  interested 
j  — the  Home  Office  and  the  Local  Govern- 
:  ment  Board — and  until  I  have  received 
!  their  answer  to  a  communication  I  have 

addressed  to  them  I  cannot  go  into  the 

proposed  new  Clause.' 

i      Lord  RIBBLESDALE:  Then  I  may 
move  it  at  the  third  reading  ? 

♦The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  :  Yes. 


Clauses  13  to  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19:  - 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE :  I  move  the 
omission  of  this  clause  because,  in  my 
opinion,  it  will  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  un- 
necessary expense  and  inconvenience,  and 
possibly  friction.  The  plans  of  all  asylum* 
are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  (section  254  (2)  Lunacy  Act, 
1890)  after  reference  to  the  Commissioner* 
(section  272  Lunacy  Act,  1890),  and  I 
think  this  is  sufficient  for  all  practical 
purposes.  The  inconvenience  and  friction 
might  arise  in  a  case  where  a  building 
was  appropriated  for  some  particular 
purpose  and  used  under  the  advice  of  the 
Visiting  Committee  for  another  purpose. 
The  London  County  Council  also  think 
that  the  provision  of  copies  of  the  plans 
referred  to  would  be  very  costly. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  19.'*—  (Lord  HibU(f 
dale.) 

!  *The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  :  I  cannot 
I  agree  to  the  Amendment.  The  clause 
i  was  discussed  at  considerable  length  and 
I  settled  in  its  present  form  last  session. 
,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Comm^ 
I  sioners  in  Lunacy  should  not  be  consulted 
I  with  reference  to  any  alterations. 

Amendment  (by  leave   of  the  Hon*) 
withdrawn. 

Clause  19  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

u  After  Clause  19,  to  insert  the  folio***? 

clause  : — *  The  power  of    two    or  more  W 

authorities  to  agree  to  unite  in  providing^ 

I  maintaining  a  district  asylum  shall  be  coniti*" 

as  including  a  power  to  agree  to  unite  in  f°" 
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ding  and  maintaining  a  laboratory  for 
ithological  research  in  connection  with 
inacy.'  "—{The  Lord  Chancellor. ) 

'The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  This  is  a  ' 
Aiise  which  the  medical  profession  ] 
jnerally  are  very  anxious  should  be 
serted  in  the  Bill.  It  enables  local  : 
ithorities  to  unite  in  providing  and  : 
aintaining  a  laboratory  for  pathological  i 
search  in  connection  with  lunacy,  and  I  ■ 
e  no  objection  to  its  insertion. 


New  clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  20  agreed  to. 
Clause  21  :    - 

Amendment   moved — 

"  In  line  35,   after   *  widow  or ' 
ridowed.'"— (Lord  Kibblesdale. ) 


to   insert ! 


The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  I  cannot 
;ree  to  this  Amendment,  because  it 
juld  have  the  effect  of  excluding  a 
3man  who  is  not  widowed  but  who  has 
helpless  husband. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  I  am  inclined 
agree  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
told  the  Asylums  Committee  yesterday 
tat  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
le  wording  as  it  is. 


Amendment 
ithdrawn. 


(by  leave   of  the  House) 


Clause  21, 
$reed  to. 


with    verlml   Amendments, 


Clauses  22,  23,  and  24  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  Clause  24  to  insert  the  following 
ause  :— 'Section  335  of  the  principal  Act 
rhich  relates  to  pensions  of  lunatics  payable  by 
iblic  departments)  shall  extend  to  Scotland 
ad  Ireland.'  "—{The  Lord  Chancellor.) 


*The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  There  is 
o  reason  why  Scotland  and  Ireland 
hould  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
his  section,  and  I  therefore  move  that  it 
hall  extend  to  Scotland  and  Ireland. 


Amendment  moved- 


Xew  clause  agreed  to. 
Clauses  25  to  27  agreed  to. 
Clause  28  :— 


"  Tn  page  11,  after  line  14,  to  insert  a*  a  new 
s  u  Wet  ion,  '(5.)  Notice  of  the  determination  of 
a  reception  order  under  this  section  shall  he 
sent  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  manager  of 
the  institution  or  person  having  charge  of  the 
lunatic  within  two  clear  days  of  the  date 
thereof.'"— {The  Lard  Chancellor.) 

♦The  Earl  of  HALSBURY:  It  is 
obviously  desirable  that  notice  of  the 
determination  of  a  reception  order  should 
be  sent  to  the  Commissioners,  and  I  do 
not  know  why  this  provision  was  omitted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

First  Schedule  :-  - 
Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  5,  to  leave  oat '  bear  such 
proportion  to '  and  insert  *  not  be  less  than  six 
sixtieths  nor  more  than  twenty-four  sixtieths 
of ' ;  in  line  6,  leave  out  all  words  after  *  injury ' 
to  the  end  of  (1) ;  and  in  line  13,  leave  out '  to 
which  he  is  entitled '  and  insert  *  which  he  may 
receive.'  " — {I^ord  Ribblesdcde.) 

♦The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  I  am  un- 
able to  agree  to  these  Amendments  to  the 
Schedule.  In  the  first  place,  I  doubt  very 
much  the  competence  of  this  House  to 
deal  with  questions  of  taxation ;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  the  objection  to  the 
Amendments  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury 
is  a  proper  one.  The  Amendments  alter 
the  nature  of  the  pensions  for  the  rest  of 
the  Civil  Service,  and  the  Treasury  will 
not  agree  to  them.  If  the  words  pro- 
posed were  put  in  here  they  would  cer- 
tainly be  struck  out  elsewhere. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE :  I  cannot  meet 

■  the  taxpayer  and  Treasury  objections, 
j  which  are  formidable  in  this  House  ;  but 
j  it  was  thought  that  the  definitions 
I  "slightly  impaired,"  "impaired," "materi- 
|  ally  impaired,"  and  "  totally  destroyed," 
I  brought  in  such  very  subtle  appreciations 
|  of  injuries  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
I  to  estimate  the  amount  of  compensation. 
j  Can  I  move  the  insertion  of  the  words  in 

■  my  Amendment,  and  let  the  Treasury 
I  object  afterwards  1 

i  *The  Earl  of  HALSBURY:  I  am 
I  afraid  not. 

Amendments  withdrawn 

Schedules  agreed  to. 
3C  2 
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*The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  This  Bill 
has  twice  been  t>efore  your  Lordships,  and 
as  the  Amendments  that  have  been  inserted 
are  of  an  unimportant  character  there  is 
no  necessity  to  refer  it  to  the  Standing 
Committee.  I  therefore  move  that  the  ', 
Standing  Committee  be  negatived. 

Standing  Committee  negatived ;  the 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on 
Monday  next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     [No.  17.] 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— SUG< JESTED 
FURTHER  CALLING  UP  OF  VOLUN- 
TEERS. 

Lord  BLYTHSWOOD :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  call  attention  to  the  great  necessity 
there  is  that  10,000  more  Volunteers  be 
called  upon  at  once  to  fill  up  the  t 
regiments  now  in  South  Africa  with  i 
grown  men  fit  for  the  arduous  work  of 
the  war  now  in  progress,  especially  as  it 
takes  some  time  to  organise  such  re- 
inforcements :  and  that  all  expenses ' 
should  be  met  by  the  Government  and 
not  by  private  subscription.  I  make  no* 
apology  for  bringing  this  very  important 
matter  to  the  attention  of  your  Lordships, 
but  before  entering  into  it  I  must  con- ', 
gratulate  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tory of  State'  for  War  on  the  successful  j 
consummation  of  the  arduous  work  he  and 
his  coadjutors  at  the  War  Office  have 
been  engaged  in  during  the  past  four  or 
five  months.  I  congratulate  him  also  on  » 
the  fact  that  that  gallant  soldier,  Lord 
Koberts,  who  left  these  shores  at  a  time 
when  most  men  would  have  been  stricken 
down  with  sorrow,  has  within  the  short 
time  he  has  been  in  South  Africa  not  only 
reorganised  the  army  but  has  organised 
victory.  We  should  not  relax  ottr 
exertions  to  support  the  army  in  South  : 
Africa  in  the  arduous  work  they  have  got 
before  them,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  too 
much  to  call  upon  the  Volunteers,  who  as 
we  know  are  ready,  to  come  forward  and 
emulate  the  noble  deeds  of  our  soldiers, 
and  help  them  to  bring  this  war  to  a 
speedy  conclusion.  The  Volunteers  are 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  answer 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  what  is  being  done  with  regard 
to  the  waiting  companies,  and  whether 
any  equipment  has  been  given  to  them. 
I  think  it  is  very  necessary  that  equip- 
ment should  be  given  to  the  Volunteers 
us  soon  as  possible,  because  it  is  evident 
that  their  services  will  be  required  before 
long.      As     everyone     knows,    there    is 
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nothing  so  expensive  as  haste,  and  I  trust 
we  shall  take  time  by  the  forelock  and 
place  these  men  in  a  position  to  go  out 
and  join  their  comrades  immediately  they 
are  wanted.  All  expenses  connected  with 
the  equipment  of  Volunteers  should  lie 
borne  by  the  country.  It  is  perfectly 
useless  to  try  to  run  this  war  upon  private 
subscriptions.  You  may  just  as  well 
try  to  run  the  British  Constitution  upon 
voluntary  effort  and  have  no  taxation  at 
all.  Voluntary  effort  has  come  forward 
in  a  marvellous  manner  during  this  war, 
upon  which  fact  we  may  all  feel  proud 
Voluntary  effort  has  enough  to  do  in 
looking  after  the  widows  and  families  of 
the  brave  men  who  go  from  our  shores  to 
uphold  the  Empire  in  its  integrity,  and  in 
caring  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  I  con- 
tend that  voluntary  effort  should  not  he 
called  upon  to  do  that  which  the  Govern- 
ment should  do,  and  to  provide  money 
which  should  come  out  of  the  taxation  of 
the  country.  Any  person  who  looks  down 
the  subscription  lists  of  any  of  our  great 
towns  will  see  that  a  certain  number  of 
people  frequently  contribute,  and  that 
there  are  a  great  many  who  never  supply 
a  single  farthing  towards  any  of  these 
objects.  I  do  not  see  why  in  the  case  of 
this  war,  which  is  a  national  matter, 
everyone  shoidd  not  be  compelled  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture. 

*The   SECRETARY   of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of   Lansdowne): 
My  Lords,  I  cannot  leave  without  a  word 
of  acknowledgment  the  sympathetic  ex- 
pressions which  fell  from  my  noble  friend 
in   the   preface   to   his  remarks.      I  fed 
sure  that  what  he  said  of  the  good  newa 
:  which    reached    us    to-day    echoed    the 
feelings  present  in  the  mind  of  every  man 
1  and  woman  in  this  country  and  in  the 
\  British  Empire.     The  shadow  of  impend- 
!  ing  calamity,  which    has   darkened  our 
path  for  so  long,  is  at  last  removed.    M* 
;  heard  of  the  relief  of  Ladysmith,  I  thiitk. 
with  two  feelings — one  of  intense  6atw- 
;  faction  that  we  should  have  escaped  that 
|  calamity  ;  the  other  of  admiration  for  the 
!  men   who   have  done  this  thing  for  us. 
!  If  we  are  to  apportion  that  admiration,  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  larger  portion 
of  it  should  l>e  given  to  the  force  which, 
under  Sir  George   White,  has  held  out 
\  with  such  conspicuous  determination  and 
gallantry  during  these  weary  weeks  and 
\  months,  or  to  the  troops,  wbo,  under  the 
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command   of  Sir  Keel  vers   Buller,    were  j 
undeterred  by  reverses   and  checks  and  j 
by  physical  difficulties,  the  magnitude  of  '[ 
which  I  doubt  whether  we  even  yet  appre- ; 
ciate  and    understand;    or  last,  hut   not 
least,  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  South 
Africa,  to  whose  splendid  military  instinct  • 
it-    is  due  that  the  pressure  upon  Natal  . 
should  have  l>een  relieved  by  that  vigorous 
and  successful  offensive  movement  in  the  ; 
Orange  Free  State    of  which    we  heard 
with   such  delight  the  day  before  yester- 
day.    I  shall  certainly  not  differ  from  my  ' 
noble  friend  when  he  tells  us  that  this  . 
twofold  success  should  not  be  made  the  i 
pretext  for  any  relaxation  of  our  efforts.  ; 
Those  efforts  will   not  be  relaxed,  and  I 
recognise  that  the  motion   of  my  noble  ! 
friend  is  germane  to  the  subject,  and  that ! 
he  is  within  his  rights  in  calling  our  atten-  \ 
tion  to  it.    I  understand  my  noble  friend 
to  suggest  that  10,000  additional  Volun-  j 
teers  should  be  called   upon   at  once  to  | 
fill  up  the  regiments  now  in  South  Africa,  , 
and  I  think  it  is  clear  from  his  observa- 
tions that  he  referred  to  those  battalions 
which  have  had  added  to  them  a  company 
of   Volunteers    from   this   country.      Of 
those  Volunteers  there  are,  either  in  or 
on  their  wray  to  South  Africa,  a  little  over 
7,000    altogether ;     and,    when    it    was ! 
decided  that  the   Volunteers  should  be  ; 
offered  an  opportunity  of  thus  contribut- 
ing to  the  strength  of  the  field  force,  it  i 
was  announced,  in  the  Army  order  which 
was  published,  that  an  equal  number  of  ' 
waiting  companies  might  be  maintained 
at  home  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  , 
requirements  of  the  companies  in  South  i 
Africa.     The  noble  Lord  tells  us  that  we  ' 
should  make  it  our  business  to  see  that ' 
these  waiting  companies  are  thoroughly  i 
equipped    and    ready   to   start   at  short 
notice  for  the  theatre  of  war.     My  Lords,  : 
there  is  one  difficulty  in  the  way,  and  it 
is  rather  a  formidable  one.     It  is  this,  that  j 
the  waiting  companies  have  not  yet  come  j 
forward  to  any  great  extent.      For  the  ; 
original  companies  we  required  a  total  of  \ 
sixty-seven  companies.     Of  these  we  have  i 
obtained  fifty-six.     Of  the  waiting  com- : 
panies,  four  only  have,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  ' 
up  to  the    present  time,   been   formed. 
And,  of  course,  my  noble  friend  knows 
that  we  have  no  power  whatever  to  force 
Volunteers  to  enter  either  into  the  original 
companies  or  into  the  waiting  companies. 
There  are  a  certain  number  of  men,  I  believe, 
ready  to  accept  service  in  the  waiting 
companies,   and  we  have  arranged  that 


even  if  a  whole  company  is  not  forthcom- 
ing, individual  Volunteers  who  desire  to 
accept  the  liability  should  be  permitted 
to  proceed  to  South  Africa  as  drafts. 
Then  my  noble  friend  spoke  upon  the 
subject  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ex- 
penses of  raising  these  companies  had 
been  defrayed.  He  told  us  that  it  was 
wrong  to  attempt  to  run  the  war  by 
private  subscriptions,  and  I  think  he  must 
have  left  on  your  Lordships7  minds  the  im- 
pression that  the  greater  part  of  the  cost 
of  those  Volunteer  battalions  had  fallen 
upon  private,  and  not  upon  public,  funds. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
These  men  are,  of  course,  paid  by  the 
State;  they  receive  all  the  usual  allow- 
ances as  soldiers.  They  receive  camp 
equipment,  their  transport  is  paid  for 
them,  and  they  receive  a  capitation  grant 
to  cover  the  cost  of  clothing  equipment  of 
£1 2  per  head.  I  may  be  told  that  that 
capitation  grant  is  inadequate.  The  sum 
was  arrived  at  by  calculating  the  cost  of 
the  different  articles  necessary  for  the 
Volunteers  at  the  price  at  which  they 
would  have  been  procured  if  they  had 
l>een  bought  by  the  War  Department,  and 
then  adding  to  it  10  per  cent,  to  cover 
the  difference  between  the  cost  of  pur- 
chase by  private  agencies  and  the  cost  of 
the  same  things  when  procured  by  public 
Departments.  This  10  per  cent,  was  not 
considered  sufficient,  and  we  raised  it  to 
20  per  cent.  The  original  grant  was  £9, 
and  the  capitation  grant  ultimately  paid 
was  £12  per  head,  and  I  am  assured  that 
that  sum  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  supply 
the  necessary  equipment.  Of  course,  we 
know  that  the  friends  of  the  Volunteers 
and  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  desire  that 
these  soldiers,  who  deserve  all  possible 
consideration  at  our  hands,  should  be 
given  something  more  than  that  which  is 
strictly  necessary,  and  hence  it  has  come 
to  pass  that  funds  have  been  subscribed 
to  all  over  the  country  with  very  great 
generosity.  But  these  funds  are  intended, 
not  to  make  good  deficiencies  in  the 
payments  out  of  the  public  purse, 
but  to  provide  various  things  not 
1  strictly  indispensable,  but  which  add 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
different  corps.  Therefore  I  do  not  think 
•  it  is  quite  fair  that  it  should  be  suggested 
I  to  your  Lordships  that  these  Volunteer 
;  companies  have  been  run  by  private  sub- 
■;  scriptions.  My  own  impression  is  that, 
j  however  much  the  payments  from  public 
(  funds  were  to  be,  we  should  find  that  the 
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friends  of  the  Volunteers  desired  to  do  ] 
something  to  show  their  sympathy  and  ! 
goodwill  to  the  force.     As  my  noble  friend 
begged   that   we   would   not    relax    our 
efforts,  and  as  the  purport  of  his  observa- 
tions was  to  show  that  we  were  probably  ' 
not  doing  quite  enough  to  maintain  the 
force  in  South  Africa  at  a  proper  level,  I 
would  ask  your  Lordships'  permission  to 
tell  you  what  reinforcements  we  are  going 
to  send  out  to  South  Africa  during  the  ! 
next  few  weeks  ;  and  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  when  the  figures  are  before  the 
House  your  Lordships  will  see  that  there 
is  not  much  risk  of  any  part  of  the  force 
suffering  from  inanition.       In  the  week 
which  will  end  on  the  4th  of  this  month 
eight  ships  are  due  carrying  4,700  men.  ; 
In  the  week  ending  March  1 1  fifteen  ships 
are  due  carrying    11,800   men;    in   the. 
week  ending  March  18  eleven  ships  are 
due  carrying  9,900  men ;    in  the   week 
ending   March    25   nine   ships    are    due 
carrying  8,900  men ;    and  in    the   week 
ending  April  1  six  ships  are  due  carrying  , 
3,200   men,    making   in  all  the  total  of 
38,817  men.     And,  over  and  above  these, 
there  are  other  troops  about  to  proceed 
to  South  Africa,  but  not  yet  allotted  to 
ships,  who  will  arrive  after  the  beginning 
of   April,   to  the   number  of  17,880  men. 
They  include  6,000  drafts  for  battalions 
of  the  Line  and  the  infantry  of  the  Eighth  ! 
Division,  numbering  9,500,   all   Regular  ; 
troops.     I  trust,  therefore,  your  Lordships  , 
will  see  from  these  figures  that  there  is  j 
no  prospect  whatever  of  that  stream  of 
reinforcements  of  which  I  spoke  the  other  ! 
evening  running  dry  during  the  next  few  * 
weeks. 

The   Earl    of  KIMBERLEY:     My  j 
Lords,  I  desire  to  associate  myself,  and  I  j 
am  sure  my  noble  friends  near  me  also 
wish  to  do  so,  with  what  the  noble  Mar- 1 
quess  has  said  with  reference  to  the  news  | 
which  we  have  received  to-day.     It  has,  I 
am  sure,  given  the  utmost  gratification, 
not  only   in  this  country,  but  throughout 
the  whole  Empire.      The  noble  Marquess 
spoke,  I  thought,  with  great  justice  of  the 
extraordinary  difficulties  with  which  the 
forces  under  General  Buller  have  had  to 
contend.    These  difficulties  have  evidently 
l>cen  of  a  most  serious  character,  and  we 
must  recognise  from  the  gallantry  and  the 
perseverance  shown  by  the  troops  under 
circumstances   of   extreme   difficulty  and 
danger  that  there  never  was  a  time  when 
the  British  soldier  displayed  more  courage, 

The  Miw/uess  of  Lunsdomie. 


perseverance,  and  endurance  than  he  has 
on  the  present  occasion.  I  need  not  allude 
to  the  brilliant  success  of  Lord  Roberts. 
That  is  appreciated  by  everyone  ;.  but  I 
must  mention  in  connection  with  it  that  I 
am  quite  certain  that  everyone  in  the 
country  has  heard  with  pleasure  that  it 
fell  to  the  lot  of  our  Canadian  countrymen 
to  perform  most  brilliant  and  effective 
service  in  the  attack  on  the  laager  of 
General  Cronje.  It  is  not  merely  that 
we  admire  their  bravery,  but  we  recognise 
the  fortunate  circumstance  that  an  occasion 
should  have  occurred  to  enable  them 
to  show  that  they  are  fully  worthy  to 
fight  at  the  side  of  the  best  of 
our  soldiers.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
enter  into  the  question  as  to  the  Volun- 
teers ;  but  I  may  say  that  I  have  heard 
with  great  satisfaction  the  statement  of 
the  noble  Marquess  as  to  the  number  of 
reinforcements  which  either  have  been 
sent  out  or  will  be  sent  out,  for  of  this  I 
am  convinced,  that,  although  the  cost 
may  be  great,  and  although  the  exertiorw 
necessary  to  collect  the  troops  may  he 
arduous,  it  would  be  far  better  that  our 
preparations  should  be  apparently  larger 
than  the  occasion  requires  than  that,  if 
we  should  meet  with  unexpected 
difficulties,  we  should  not  be  able  to 
supply  the  force  necessary  to  achieve 
success.  Therefore,  I  say  I  welcome 
with  great  pleasure  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  because  I  think  it  shows 
that  the  Government  is  fully  alive  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  and  is  prepared  to 
take  every  step  to  bring  the  war  to « 
satisfactory  conclusion. 

Earl  SPENCER:  I  do  not  rise  to  add 
anything  to  what  has  }>cen  said  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down  as  to 
the  pleasure  with  which  we  all  received 
the  news  of  the  great  success  of  British 
arms  in  South  Africa,  but  to  say  that  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  noht 
Marquess  that  the  Government  hayr 
agreed  to  raise  the  percentage  to  be  pud 
towards  the  equipment  of  the  Volunteers. 

*The   Marquess   of   LANSDOVT>tE: 
It  was  done  some  time  ago. 

Earl  SPENCER :  I  do  not  think  the 
public  are  quite  aware  of  it.  I  kno* 
it  will  be  a  great  relief  in  many  pi*** 
where  equipment  funds  have  been  wis**- 
The  noble  Marquess  stated  that  the 
waiting  companies  had  not  been  filled  UP* 
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That  is  an  important  matter,  and  I  hope 
that  as  the  conditions  under  which  they 
are    to  go   out  are   more   known   these 
companies  will  secure  all  the  men  required. 
Diough  I  recognise  the  immense   impor- 
:ance    of    reinforcements  going    out    to 
South  Africa,  I  think  it  is  of  equal  impor- 
tance that  the  force  which  in  its  inception 
*'as   intended   for  defensive  purposes  in 
England  should  be  thoroughly  and  com- 
>letely  filled  up.     I  should  like  to  know 
rhen  the  Government  will  be  in  a  posi- 
ion  to  state  the   new  conditions  which 
hey  are  going  to  offer  to  the  Volunteer 
orce.       I    understood    from    the    noble 
Marquess  the  other  day  that  new  arrange- 
nents  would  l>e  made  to  ensure  efficiency 
nicl  to  assist  the  expenditure  of   Volun- 
eer  corps.    I  attach  very  great  importance 
o  an  early  intimation  of  those  arrange- 
ments.     In  my   own   county   there  is  a  : 
kau*e  at  the  present  moment  with  regard  ( 
o    getting    more  Volunteers   until  they 
:no\v     what    the    arrangements    of    the 
government  are  to  be.     Therefore  it  is  of  | 
Teat  importance  that  the   arrangements  , 
rhich  the  Government  are  going  to  make  i 
o  assist  the  Volunteers  and  to  consolidate  : 
hat     very    important    force    should    be 
otified  as  speedily  as  possible.  ] 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  I  rise 
a  confirm  the  statement  of  the  noble  ! 
farquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  : 
hat  the  Government  do  supply  the  : 
ecessary  expenses  both  of  Volunteers  and  \ 
Teomanry.  It  is  so  in  those  corps  with  j 
rhich  I  am  connected,  and  the  subscrip- 
ions  which  have  been  raised  have  been  ! 
pplied  to  giving  extra  assistance  to  the  j 
nen,  and,  what  is  a  very  sensible  thing,  in  ' 
usuring  their  lives  when  they  go  to  the  ] 
rent.  I  very  much  regret  to  hear  that  i 
he  additional  Volunteer  companies  have  j 
lot  been  coming  forward  in  the  numbers  j 
.ve  had  hoped,  but  I  trust  that  very  soon 
:his  will  be  the  case.  j 

The  Earl  of  FEVERSHAM  :  I  wish  j 
bo  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  : 
of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  not  the  j 
immemorial  custom  of  this  country,  when  I 
a   great  victory  is  won,  to  celebrate  the 
event  by  a  salute  of  guns,  and  why  this 
has  not  been   observed   on   the   present 
occasion. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE :  I 
•am  afraid  I  am  quite  unable  to  answer 
♦that  question.     I  do  not  know  what  the 
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precedents  are,  or  whether  the  present 
occasion  is  one  which,  according  to  im- 
memorial usage,  would  be  appropriate  for 
firing  salutes  in  the  Park. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR-TELEGRAMS 
TO    SOLDIERS    ON    SERVICE. 

*The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  My 
Lords,  at  the  request  of  the  noble  Duke 
the  Postmaster-General,  I  have  arranged 
to  postpone  until  next  week  the  question 
standing  in  my  name,  which  was  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  when  the  scheme 
of  registered  telegraphic  addresses  for  the 
troops  in  South  Africa,  promised  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  would  be  put 
in  force. 

SHORT  RANGE  SHOOTING  GALLERIES. 
The  Earl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- 
VILLE: My  Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government  whether,  in  view 
of  the  great  difficulty  in  providing  safe 
and  accessible  rifle  ranges,  the}r  will  con- 
sider the  establishment  in  towns  and 
villages  of  short  range  shooting  galleries 
of  100  yards,  to  be  open  »t  night  as  well 
as  by  day,  where  Militiamen  and  Volun- 
teers may,  under  a  qualified  instructor, 
practise  the  use  of  the  regulation  or  some 
similar  rifle  adapted  for  a  short  range. 
I  would  venture  to  ask  your  Lordships' 
indulgence  while  I  say  a  few  words  on 
the  subject  of  the  question  of  which 
I  have  given  notice.  It  is  one 
which  I  think  your  Lordships  will  all 
admit  is  of  national  and  of  almost  Im 
perial  importance.  Upon  the  encourage- 
ment of  our  Volunteers  and  Militiamen 
to  practise  rifle  shooting  depends  to  a 
very  great  extent  their  efficiency  when 
called  to  the  front.  Unfortunately,  it 
has  happened,  just  at  the  time  when  this 
most  important  want  is  felt  in  the 
country,  that  there  is  an  increasing  diffi- 
culty in  keeping  up  the  existing  ranges 
at  which  this  practice  has  hitherto  taken 
place.  The  noble  Earl  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  told  us  the  other  day 
that  even  in  the  town  of  Winchester, 
which  one  would  think  from  its  natural 
position  was  admirably  adapted  for  this 
purpose,  there  has  been  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  providing  ranges  for  the  troops 
who  are  stationed  there.  And  not  only 
is  it  difficult  to  find  new  ranges,  but  the 
original  ranges,  as  time  goes  on,  are 
becoming  so  dangerous  through  the  in- 
creased power  of  the  rifle  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  move  them  greater  distances  from 


136.3  Short  llange  { LORDS  \  SJwoting  Gallerie*.  1364 

the  towns  in  which  the  majority  of  I  we  really  want  to  make  our  Volunteer* 
the  men  who  use  them  live.  A  good  riflemen  ?  The  noble  Lord  on  the 
good  many  years  ago,  at  the  time  when  opposite  side  of  the  House  told  us  that  the 
the  Wimbledon  ranges  were  being  ,  first  and  one  great  essential  was  that  they 
abolished,  the  noble  Karl  on  the  cross  should  learn  to  hold  their  rifle  absolutely 
benches,  the  father  of  the  Volunteers,  still  while  they  pressed  the  trigger, 
endeavoured  to  get  those  ranges  re-estal>-  »  This  sounds  a  very  simple  thing,  but 
lished  at  Richmond  Park.  On  the  27th  [  it  necessitates  much  practice  to  enable 
•Inly,  1888,*  Lord  Wantage  introduced  a  man  to  pidl  the  trigger  qmte  steadily 
this  subject  to  your  Lordships  in  pre-  without  in  any  way  moving  the  rifle.  It 
senting  a  Petition  in  favour  of  using  a  ;  does  not  require  an  ordinary  range  to 
portion  of  Richmond  Park  as  a  site  for  the  learn  this.  The  knowledge  can  he 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Rifle  !  acquired  in  a  confined  space,  and  what 
Association.  In  the  course  of  the .'  I  would  really  propose  is  that  the 
discussion  on  that  occasion,  the  noble  Government  should  give  assistance  so  as 
Earl  on  the  cross  benches  pointed  '  to  establish  in  villages  and  towns  through- 
out that  in  his  opinion  the  danger  j  out  the  country  shooting  galleries  of  short 
of  these  ranges  was  greatly  exaggerated,  range  similar  to  those  which  are  very  fre- 
He  alluded  to  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  quently  met  with  in  Switzerland,  in 
lived  in  a  house  within  a  very  few  yards  of  '  Southern  Germany,  and  throughout  the 
the  butts,  and  who  remained  in  that  house  j  United  States.  I  mean  ranges  about  100 
during  the  whole  fortnight  of  the  Wim-  ;  yards  long  by  30  or  40  yards  wide,  and  if 
bledon  meeting,  with  the  bullets  in  they  were  under  proper  Government  con- 
thousands  pattering  on  the  targets  near  trol  you  would  have  the  people  running 
him.  The  noble  Earl  said  this  man  did  in  during  their  spare  half-hours  to 
not  suffer  in  any  way,  and  he  used  this  \  practise.  They  would  thereby  be  offered 
as  an  argument  to  show  that  the  ranges  facilities  which  for  beginners  largely  excel 
would  not  be  dangerous  in  Richmond  those  existing  at  the  present  ranges.  It 
Park.  The  noble  Marquess  the  Prime  is  a  great  drawliack  to  men  to  have  to 
Minister,  in  his  very  terae  reply,  said  !  practise  at  long  ranges  in  the  open,  with 
that  if  it  were  true  that  the  man  referred  the  wind  blowing  and  mist  and  rain 
to  lived  in  that  house  with  the  bullets  obscuring  the  target.  With  the  smaller 
pattering  round  him  every  day  for  a  fort- :  ranges  such  as  I  have  suggested  the 
night  from  morning  till  night,  except !  ammunition  would  be  much  less  expen- 
Sundays,  then  all  he  could  say  was,  that  |  sive,  and  if  they  were  established  in  towns 
man  was  worthy  of  his  race.  "  But,"  ;  and  villages  where  Militiamen  and  Volun- 
added  the  noble  Marquess,  "  I  do  not  j  teers  might  practise  the  use  of  the  regula- 
think  you  can  expect  everyone  else  to  j  tion  or  some  similar  rifle  adapted  for  a 
follow  that  great  example,  and  rifle  ranges  |  short  range  the  advantage  would  be  con- 
must  go  further  afield. '  From  that  day  to  ;  siderable.  I  have  ventured  to  bring  thk 
this  the  tendency  has  been  to  drive  rifle  ;  question  to  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty* 
ranges  further  out,  until  to-day  they  are  ,  Government  in  the  hope  that  they  will  give 
very  much  fewer  and  less  accessible  than  ;  it  their  serious  consideration,  and  if  my 
they  used  to  be,  and  the  great  majority  of  \  proposal  is  carried  out  we  shall  be  ahle  to 
Volunteers  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  (  count  our  riflemen  not  by  thousands  hut 
travel  the  increased  distances  in  order  to  »  by  millions, 
practise.     It  is  of  the  highest  importance  | 

that  our  Volunteers  should  have  every  ■  *Earl  STANHOPE :  Before  the  noble 
facility  we  can  possibly  give  them  to  '  Marquess  replies,  I  should  like  to  invite 
practise  the  use  of  the  rifle.  In  these  I  the  Government  to  consider  the  desira- 
days  a  thoroughly  efficient  rifleman  in  bility  of  affording  facilities  for  acquiring 
active  warfare  is  worth  considerably  more    rifles  at  a  cheaper  rate.     It  has  comes  to 


than  he  used  to  be.  We  do  not  have 
great  masses  of  men  to  fire  at  now,  and 
every  man  must  be  able  to  "  pick  out " 


my  knowledge  that  in  the  county  of  Kent 
a  great  many  rifle  clubs  are  being  esta^ 
lisned,  and   there   has   been  some  objec- 


the  individual  enemy  and  hit  him.  The  ,  tion  raised  on  the  ground  that  they  will 
training  of  men  for  that  purpose  has  j  interfere  with  recruiting  for  the  Volun- 
becomc  a  national  necessity.      What  is  it !  teer  force.       That   difficulty    has   been 

♦See~^  farUameniary  Debates  \1Kxrl  |  overcome  in  one  club  by  the  condition 
Series],  Vol.  cccxxLx  ,  ]iage  628.  imposed  by  those  who  are  forming  w 

The  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  \ 
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•lub — namely,  that  each  member    should    *i<le.  it  will  range  a  greater  distance  than  it 

provide  a  rifle  and  pay  an  animal  sub-  '  J™1'} if  ■* J1**  *** J**"1-  **/ '  at  j{ttl0  J*^ 
A„,-~«.:~  i  f        \r  4.c      i     -a  ±    i  'or    lt    will    have    800   yard*  further   to  fly. 

tfription.      As  a  Lee-Metford  rifle  costs    People  (lo  not  8eem  ^  think  of  thifl  ^hSu 

i»K>ut  JB7,  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  great  !  advocating  the*e  abort  ranges ;  ju*t  as  much 

won  by  many  young  men  who  would  like    °*re  mint  be  taken  to  guard  the  public  a*  in 

o  have  an  opportunity  of  practising  rifle    Uie  case  of  the  ,on«er  ™nkres" 

hooting  if  the  Government  could  afford    I  believe  that  to  be  a  very  sound  view. 

acilities  for  acquiring  rifles  at  a  cheaper    Then  there  are  the  screened  or  protected 

ate,  and  it  would  also  have  the  effect  of    ranges.     There  are  one  or  two  of  these 

(taking  them  thoroughly  efficient  shots.       ranges  in  existence.     There  is  one,  I  be- 

!  lieve,  at  Wormwood  Scrubbs  and  another 
Lord  RAGLAN :  The  advantages  of  f*  Hounslow.  I  am  told  that  the  draw- 
Biniature  rifle  ranges  were  brought  home  .  ^  *°  them  ,8»  m  ,thc  ***  P'f  e> 
Dme  a  short  time  ago.  Colonel  Hill,  that  they  arc  very  costly  Then,  they 
'ho  commands  a  hattalioii  of  the  Glouces- !  f""™1  *»  »*?  a*  n&*>  and  there  '8  thc 
«f  Militia,  put  up  a  Morris  tube  range  at ,  ^her  drawback  that  the  man  has  to 
.8  own  expense  in  his  camping  grdund,  '  shoot  through"  a  small  aperture,  so  that  it 
■id  he  found  that  the  men  spent  every  '  !8  nupomUe  at  these  ranges  to  indulge 
pare  moment  practising  at  it,  with  the  :  ,n  P"**106  at4thek  mn,l,n?  ceer.  a"d,rm!; 
milt  that  the  shooting  of  his  corps  last !  raJ*.,naJ\a™1  othor  Pract,cos  «f  the  kind 
ear  was  the  best  in  the  Militia  service.      ;  Mfh,ch'  ?  1)?heve'  arf  *\P°Pular.     Then 

,  there  remains  thc  closed  range.     Inere 
._  ,  .  -T_^^„T„_    :  are,  I  am  told,  some  of  these  in  existence, 

*Thb  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : ,  and  they  have  the  merit  of  not  being  so 
have  already  said  enough  in  this  House  ;  C08tiy  a8  the  screened  ranges.  There  is 
>  make  it  clear  that  the  \\  ar  Office  is  |  one)  r  believe,  at  Kennington  and  another 
.itirely  favourable  to  the  principle  of  :  at  West  Ham.  The  Kennington  range  was 
ncouragmg  small  local  ranges  and  j  put  up  hy  the  4th  V.  B.  of  the  Royal  West 
nabhng  Volunteers  to  obtain  that ,  Surrey  Regiment  at  a  cost  of  £900,  and  I 
mount  of  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  am  tM  it  joe8  not  COBt  more  tha„  £30  a 
ifle  which  can  be  obtained  at  such  ranges. '^  to  keep  it  up.  The  West  Ham 
am,  therefore  entirely  m  agreement  j  range-.  100  yards -cost  £320.  These 
itn  my  noble  friend  in  regard  to  the  j  r^ges  arc  reaHy  very  U8eful  institutions, 
uestion  of  principle,  but  I  am  not  quite  |  although,  of  course,  it  is  impossible  to 
are  whether  I  am  ready  to  travel  quite  .  regard  them  as  a  completc  substitute  for 
j  far  and  quite  so  fast  as  he  appears  to  be.  j  0pen-aii-  ranges.  My  noble  friend  seemed 
lis  demand,  as  set  forth  in  his  question,  ,  to  think  it  most  fortunate  that  at  such 
»  somewhat  exacting,  but  I  do  not  want  I  ranges  it  was  possible  to  exclude  wind  and 
r.  quaircl  with  him  as  to  details  l>ecau3e  !  other  ciimatic  variations,  but  the  fact 
think  his  mam  idea  is  a  perfectly  sound  |  that  those  climatic  variations  are  not 
ne— that  idea  being,  as  I  take  it,  that  \  pi.e8ent  diminishes  considerably  the  value 
•e  ought  to  do  all  we  can  to  encourage  I  of  the  in8traction  which  can  be  obtained 
hwting  all  over  the  country,  an  that  it  '  at  these  ranges.  The  Government  are 
i  possible,  at  miniature  ranges— I  rather  j  perfectly  ready  to  give  encouragement  to 
refer  that  term  to  shooting  galleries  ■  these  miniature  ranges.  We  prefer, 
-to  teach  men  to  handle  a  nfle,  and  I  however,  to  give  the  encouragement  to 
«  shoot  at  any  rate  with  a  certain  j  other8  rather  than  attempt  to  create 
mount  of  accuracy  and  skill.  There  are  |  8UCn  railges  for  ourselves.  The  matter 
sveral  ways  in  which  attempts  have  been  |  j8      one     „f     j^     a8     weH     ^      0f 

w  1°  ar.Te  at  the  "b^  whlch  my  '  8eneral  interest ;  the  money  will  go 
<>ble  friend  has  in  view.  There  are,  in  ;  further  ;  and  there  is  also  this  to  be  said, 
le  first  place,  short  open-air  ranges.  I  |  that  local  agencies  are  much  more  likelv 
•nfess  that  the  result  of  my  inquiries  as  ,  to  obtajn  the  la„d  upon  reasonable  ternis 
» these  is  not  very  encouraging  A  re-  than  a  great  central  department.  The 
<*t  from  the  Commandant  of  Hythe  Volunteers  are  already,  under  the  Military 
*  Lands  Act,  1892,  in  a  position  to  purchase 

u  It  U  exactly  them  short  rangex  of  200  yanU  i  land  compulsorily   for  ranges,   and    the 

^7-3°  «Wra»-ti*t1««.  if  *»>!*»"».  same  Act  empowers  the  Public  Works. 
*nges  laid  out  in  a  practical  manner  in  the  i  r  /-.  •  r-  ,     j 

Pen.    For  it  stands  to  reason  that,  if  a  bullet  ffoau   Commissioners   to  lend  money  to 
°e«  get  out  and  over  the  stop-butt  or  to  one  j  »  oluntcer  corps  for  the  purchase  of  land. 
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In  such  cases  it  would,  I  think,  be  for  the 
War  Department  to  consider  whether  a 
subsidy  from  the  public  funds  might  not 
be  given.  There  is  the  question  of 
the  provision  of  such  ranges  by  local 
authorities,  by  county  or  borough  councils. 
I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the 
councils  can  under  the  existing  law  pur- 
chase land  compulsorily  for  ranges.  In 
the  case  of  a  county  council  the  Military 
Lands  Act  (1892)  empowers  it  to  defray 
the  expense  of  the  purchase  from  the 
county  fund,  and  in  the  case  of  borough 
councils  from  the  borough  fund  or  borough 
rates.  The  Act  also  empowers  a  borough 
council  to  borrow  money  on  the  security 
of  the  borough  fund  or  borough  rate  for 
acquiring  land  under  the  Act,  but,  as  far 
as  f  can  make  out.  it  does  not  give  power 
of  borrowing  to  the  county  councils.  It 
is  possible,  however,  that  the  councils 
have  such  powers  under  some  other  Act, 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  At 
any  rate,  I  am  able  to  say  that  if  these 
local  authorities  determine  to  exercise 
their  powers  and  to  provide  small  local 
ranges,  we  should  be  ready  to  consider 
whether  they  should  not  be  assisted  in 
the  same  way  as  the  Volunteer  corps  by 
means  of  moderate  grants  of  public  money. 
I  may,  perhaps,  tell  your  Lordships  that 
we  intend  to  provide,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  already  taken  under  the  Military 
Works  (Loans)  Act,  an  additional  sum  of 
£100,000  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  local 
ranges.  There  is  another  step  which  Fhave 
in  contemplation  to  take,  and  which  I  think 
might  have  useful  results.  It  is  to  depute  an 
officer  to  visit  some  of  those  small  ranges, 
on  the  Continent  especially,  to  see 
whether  we  have  not  something  to  learn. 
A  noble  Lord  asked  me  to  define  our 
attitude  with  regard  to  rifle  clubs.  I 
think  that  is  a  matter  which  requires  a 
good  deal  of  consideration.  Our  feeling 
is  that  if  we  give  too  much  encourage- 
ment to  rifle  clubs  and  make  it  too  easy 
for  such  clubs  to  obtain  grants  of  public 
money  we  may  deal  a  very  hard  blow  to 
the  Volunteers.  We  wish  to  avoid  that. 
The  noble  Earl;s  other  suggestion  was 
that  we  might  sell  Lee-Enfield  rifles  at 
cheap  rates — I  presume  to  persons  who 
are  not  Volunteers.  If  my  noble  friend 
will  consider  what  that  means  he  will  see 
that  it  would  involve  really  the  equiva- 
lent of  a  money  subsidy  to  such  persons. 
I  caiuiot  help  thinking  that  if  aid  is  to  be 
given  it  is  better  to  give  it  openly  and 
alxive  board  rather  than  to  sell  below  the 

The  Mii-ranes.*  of  Lanwhwne. 


cost  price  a  rifle  or  any  other  article  of 
equipment. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  I  entirely 
sympathise  with  the  views  of  the  noble 
Earl  who  brought  forward  this  question, 
but  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  he  limited 
the  range  definitely  to  one  hundred  yank 
This  is  a  very  short  distance,  and  I  think 
it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  range* 
of  two  hundred  yards  quite  as  easily  a* 
ranges  of  one  hundred  yards.  The  latter 
should  only  be  considered  where  the  two 
hundred  yards  ranges  are  absolutely  im- 
possible. While* I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
possible  for  the  Government  to  dot  these 
short  ranges  all  over  the  country,  I  do 
think  they  might  very  well  consider 
whether  there  should  not  be  attached  to, 
or  somewhere  near,  the  headquarters  of 
every  regiment,  Regular  and  Auxiliary,  a 
short  range  of  such  a  character,  at  which 
either  soldiers  or  Volunteers  might  prac- 
tise and  acquire  efficiency  under  com- 
fortable and  easy  conditions.  Probably 
some  revenue  might  l>e  obtained  out  of 
such  ranges  by  allowing  the  rifle  clubs  in 
the  district  to  use  them  at  such 
times  as  they  were  not  required 
by  the  Regular  troops  or  the 
Volunteers.  The  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  expressed  the  sympathy 
which  he  has  shown  all  through  when- 
ever this  subject  has  been  raised,  but  he 
did  not  speak  too  favourably  of  the 
opinion  of  military  authorities  with  regard 
to  short  ranges.  Now,  what  is  the  reason 
why  short  ranges  are  not  popular,  and 
are  not  used  more  by  military  and  Volun- 
teer authorities  1  It  is  because  proficiency 
at  short  ranges  is  not  recognised  for  the 
purpose  of  efficiency.  If  you  allowed 
Volunteers  to  acquire  efficiency  by  firing 
a  certain  number  of  shots  at  short  ranges, 
the  practice  at  the  longer  ranges  could  be 
deferred  until  the  men  were  able  to  shoot 
accurately  at  the  shorter  ranges.  1  think 
it  would  be  well  to  go  l>ack  to  the  earlier 
practices  of  rifle  shooting,  and  to  insist  N 
a  much  greater  extent  upon  standing 
'  shooting  at  short  ranges.  When  I  learnt 
rifle  shooting  at  Harrow  we  had  to  shoot 
standing  up  at  300  yards.  A  man  who 
.  will  make  an  accurate  practice  standing  up 
'.  at  300  yards  will  find  very  little  diffi- 
culty in  making  accurate  practice  al 
•  600  yards  in  any  position,  and  I  think 
:  that  should  be  more  considered  in  the 
I  matter  of  regulations  for  musketry  *** 
musketry  instruction.     The  noble  M»r* 
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quess  quoted  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mandant at  Hythe,  who  said  that  ranges 
at  200  yards  were  even  more  dangerous 


man  acquainted  with  the  practice  abroad. 
We  might  improve  the  efficiency  of  our 
shooting,    both    in  the  Regulars   and  in 


than  long  ranges,  because  if  a  bullet  got  i  the  Volunteers,  by  giving  greater  facilities 
out  over  the  stop-butt  or  to  one  side,  it  :  for  shooting,  and,  above  all,  by  encourag- 
would  range  a  greater  distance  than  if  it  j  ing  efficiency  at  short  ranges  which  are 
had  been  fared  at  1,000  yards,  for  it  would  J  easily  accessible.  In  the  matter  of 
have  800  yards  further  to  go.  But  a  man  I  ammunition  the  War  Office  are  extremely 
to  fire  so  wide  of  the  target  at  200  yards  |  stingy,  and  as  an  instance  of  their  stingi- 
as  to  create  great  danger  must  let  his  '  ness  I  may  mention  that  to  Lord  Lovat's 
rifle  off  accidentally,  and  if  you  have  to  j  Highland  gillies  who  are  going  out 
provide  against  accidental  shots  of  that  '  to  South  Africa  there  have  been  served 
sort  I  do  not  think  that  any  range  can  out  7,000  rounds  of  cartridges,  or  not 
strictly  be  described  as  safe.  The  noble  '  quite  thirty  rounds  a  man.  The  efficiency 
Marquess  then  went  through  the  various  ■  of  these  men  as  shots  has  turned  out  to 
kinds  of  ranges.  I  think  he  will  find  ,  be  very  high  indeed,  and  their  experience 
that  screened  ranges  up  to  200  yards  can  |  has  only  been  acquired  at  short  ranges. 
be  erected  at  a  very  reasonable  cost.  A  (  But  in  order  to  enable  them  to  attain 
screened  range  is  a  range  which  has  three  ,  their  high  efficiency,  we  have  been 
or  four  or  more  screens  across  it,  ,  obliged  to  purchase  15,000  additional 
with  holes  for  the  targets  to  be  seen  \  rounds  of  ammunition  to  keep  them 
through  from  the  firing  point.  These  going  at  the  targets,  and  I  maintain  that 
jcreens  need  not  be  of  very  costly  con-  '  such  economy  on  the  part  of  the  War 
strnction.  Probably  the  cheapest  way  of  .  Office  is  very  shortsighted.  The  noble 
Hitting  up  the  first  screen — wnich  is  the  Marquess  said  he  did  not  consider  it 
nost  important  one,  as  it  receives  the  i  desirable  for  the  Government  to  create 
greater  number  of  crooked  shots — is  to  ;  such  ranges  themselves.  I  am  afraid  I 
wit  up  an  iron  screen,  giving  it  a  timber  (  rather  join  issue  with  my  noble  friend  on 
acing  of  old  sleepers.  This  will  prevent  that  point.  So  far  as  your  own  forces 
,ny  stray  shots  going  off  the  screen,  as  i  are  concerned,  whether  Regular  or 
hey  will  go  into  the  timl>er  and  be  ;  Auxiliary,  you  should  provide  ranges 
aught  on  the  iron.  The  other  screens  i  yourselves  and  not  leave  their  provision 
re  required  only  for  the  purpose  of  !  to  private  enterprise.  The  noble  Mar- 
atching  bullets  which  happen  to  hit  j  quess  said  that  at  the  present  moment 
gainst  the  edges  of  the  aperture  of  the  ,  county  councils  are  able  to  acquire  land 
irst  screen.  This  kind  of  range  is,  I  be-  ,  compulsorily  for  ranges,  providing  the 
ieve,  exceedingly  common  in  Switzerland,  j  Volunteer  corps  within  their  jurisdiction 
*hey  can  be  put  up  at  an  extremely  j  ask  them  to  do  so.  But  I  am  practically 
easonable  cost,  and  I  am  told  that  a  i  sure  they  have  not  the  power  to  do 
ange  of  200  yards  for  as  many  as  thirty  |  anything  in  the  way  of  helping  Volunteer 
argets  can  be  accommodated  on  one  acre  \  corps  in  their  district  to  rent  ranges.  In 
i  ground.  I  think  it  is  rather  remark-  j  that  respect  the  Government  might  con- 
ble  that  in  Switzerland,  a  country  which  sider  the  advisability  of  enlarging  the 
las  l>een  alluded  to  more  than  once  to-  powers  of  the  county  councils.  Further, 
light,  practically  all  the  ranges  are  short !  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  the  Govern- 
unges.  Of,  I  think,  2,700  ranges  which  j  ment,  in  the  proposals  they  are  going  to 
ire  under  Government  inspection  in  put  forward  for  aiding  Volunteer  corps  to 
Switzerland,  none  exceed  a  distance  of  •  acquire  ranges,  would  be  willing  also  to 
500  yards,  while  no  fewer  than  62  per  cent,  j  help  them  to  rent  ranges.  As  I  under- 
af  the  2,700  are  ranges  onlv  going  up  to  j  stand  the  noble  Marquess,  their  only  idea 
400  yards.  I  think  it  will  oe  found  that  .  is  to  help  corps  to  purchase  ranges,  but  I 
the  Swiss  shooters  are  at  any  rate  equal  |  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the 
to  our  own.  I  would  suggest  that  it :  Government  could  give  an  annual  subsidy 
would  be  a  very  good  plan  if  Her  j  towards  the  renting  of  ranges. 
Majesty's  Government  would  consent  to  ! 

institute  an  inquiry,  not  only  as  to  ranges,  j  *The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  : 
hut  as  to  our  muskety  regulations.  That :  Your  Lordships  may  like  to  know,  with 
inquiry  might  be  carried  out  by  a  small  j  regard  to  the  action  of  county  councils 
commission  consisting  of  two  experts  in  in  this  matter,  that  the  subject  was  con- 
military  musketry,  two  civilians,  and  a  :  sidered  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of  the 
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Executive    Committee   of     the     County 
Councils     Association,     and      everyone 
who      spoke     expressed     a     desire      to 
assist  the  Government  in  every  possible 
way.     My  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  explained  the  law  on 
the  matter.     The  county  councils  have, 
no  doubt,   power  to   acquire   land   com- 
pulsorily  for  ranges,  but  the  power  can 
only   be    exercised     under    the    system 
of     Provisional     Order,      which     is     a 
long  and,   in    the    case    of     opposition, 
a  very  expensive  process,  because  the  Pro- 
visional Order  then  has  to  go  before  the 
Committees   of   both    Houses   of   Parlia- 
ment.     Therefore,    my    own    opinion   is 
that  compulsory  power  is  hardly  likely  i 
to  be   exercised    by  county  councils   or 
Volunteer  corps  under  the  present  con- 
ditions of  the  law,  but  a  great  deal  might  < 
be   done   if    the    county   councils    were 
given    power    to    hire    land    by   volun- 
tary    agreement      for       ranges.        The 
Secretary  of   State  was  right  in   saying  , 
that  in   matters  of  this  kind  it  is  wise  • 
for  the    Government   to    use    the    local 
authorities,    and     that    county    councils 
are   able    to    deal    with    cases    of     this 
kind  probably  with  greater  facility  and 
greater  economy  than  the  Government. 
There   would    be    an    inquiry   held    on  j 
the    spot,  and   I   do   not   conceive   that  ' 
it    would    be    difficult    to     acquire     or  . 
hire      land      in       the       neighbourhood  I 
of  any  small  town  where  there  is  a  com-  . 
pany    of   Volunteers.     The    question   of 
hiring   land   for   ranges   compulsorily   is 
much   more    difficult.        The    Executive  ' 
Committee  of  the  County  Councils  Asso- 
ciation   has    referred    this     question   of 
ranges   to  a   committee  which  has  been 
called  together  by  the  County  Council  of 
Middlesex.     Mr.  Littler,  the  chairman  of 
that  council,  who   is,  as   your  Lordships 
know,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  has  taken 
up   this  question   very   carefully,  and  I 
hope  we   shall  be  able  to  propose  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  some  legislation,  and 
that  the  Government   will   either  intro- 
duce a  Bill  or  allow  a  private  Member  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Councils  Association 
to  do  so.      I  am  sure  that  the  statement 
made  by  my  noble  friend,  to  the  effect 
that  tne  Government  are  prepared  to  re- 
imburse the  county  councils  the  cost  of 
hiring  these  ranges,  or  buying  them,  will 
facilitate    matters   very    much,    }>ecause 
there  might  be  opposition  on  the  part  of 
county  councils  to  charge  the  rates  with 
the  expenses  of  either  buying  or  hiring 

The  Earl  of  NorthbrooJ:. 


ranges.  And  for  this  reason.  This  is 
not  a  matter  which  would  affect  the 
whole  of  the  county.  Nine-tenths  of 
the  county  might  receive  no  advan- 
tage, and  only  one  particular  part 
might  profit  by  the  construction  of  the 
range.  Therefore,  there  might  be  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  county  generally 
to  pay  for  what  would  benefit  only  a  small 
portion.  I  do  not  say  there  will  be  any 
opposition  to  bear  some  moderate  expendi- 
ture in  the  matter,  because  the  whole 
country  is  anxious  to  support  the,  Govern- 
ment in  every  way  in  the  present  war, 
and  more  especially  to  encourage  efficient 
ritie  shooting  by  the  Regulars  and 
Volunteers. 

Lord  WENLOCK  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  say  how  long  it 
will  be  before  the  War  Office  are  likely  to 
receive  the  report  of  the  officer  who  is  to 
be  sent  abroad  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
vision of  miniature  rifle  ranges.  There  is 
a  hot  fit  on  at  the  present  time,  and  it 
would  be  useful  if  we  could  know  how 
soon  the  Government  will  be  able  to  tell 
us  the  best  form  of  rifle  ranges. 

♦The  Marquess   of    LANSDOWNE: 

I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  noble 

Lord   who   spoke   last   is  reasonable.    I 

said    that   I  was   prepared   to    send  an 

i  officer  to  examine  some  of  these  miniature 

\  ranges  which  have  been    so  favourably 

spoken  of,  but  I  cannot  yet  tell  the  noble 

Lord   who   the   officer  will   be.     I  shall 

,  have  to  find  him,  and  how  long  he  will 

require  to  make  his  report  I  cannot  say. 

I  am  glad  to   hear   that   the  Executive 

Committee     of     the    County     Council* 

Association  have  taken  this  matter  up. 

They  can  do  so  with  advantage,  and  I 

I  gladly  assure  the  noble  Earl  that  I  shall 

;  be  ready  to  communicate  fully  and  freely 

|  with  him  in  the  hope  that  between  the 

'  committee  of  the  association  and  the  ^'tr 

!  Office  we  may  hit  upon  a  practical  solution 

!  of  the  difficulty. 

i 

Earl  SPENCER :  May  I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  whether  he  is  prepared, 
out  of  the  money  which  the  Government 
propose  to  devote  to  the  provision  <j* 
ranges,  to  make  contributions  toward* 
the  renting  of  ranges  required  hy 
Volunteers  I 
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Marquess  of  LAXSDOWNE: 

of  no  objection  to  doing  so,  and 

I  like  to  consider  each  case  on  its 


.  NEWTON  :   With  reference  to  ' 
ls  been  said  as  to  the  practice  of  i 

nations  in  the  provision  of  rifle  ! 

I  should   like   to  ask  the  noble  ; 
as  whether  there  are  not  innumer-  j 
K>rts  on  this  subject  which  have  ' 
it  during  past  years  to  the  Intelli- 
Oepartment.     Surely  it  is  part  of 
y  of  a  military  attache*  to  report 
itions  of  this  sort,  and  I  shall  be 
uch  surprised  if  it  is  not  found 
ere  are   already  a  long  series  of 
from  our  military  attaches  on  the 
s  of  various  countries  in  the  matter 
ranges.  ! 

Marquess  of    LANSDOWNE: ; 
ladly  make  inquiries  on  that  point,  , 
iave  not  seen  anv  papers  of  the 
-self. 

House  adjourned  at  Six  o'clock,  i 
till  To-morrow,  half -past  , 
Ten  o'clock.  ' 


10USE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thnrvknj,  Ut  Mnrc.h,  1900. 


HirATK  BILL  BUSINESS. 

iSHIRE  ELECTRIC   POWER  BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

>r  for  Second  Reading  read. 

ion  made   and  Question  proposed, 
the    Bill    be    now  read  a  second 


MACDOXA  (Southwark,  Kother- 
:  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
nise  that  when  this  Bill  was  brought 

year*  a  number  of  Members,  my- 
roong  them,  voted  against  it 
e,  although  its  object  was  good, 
»  power  was  asked  to  pass 
h  districts  without  the  leave  of 
jal  authorities.  But  that  ground 
ection  has  been  removed  in  the 
*hich    is    now   before     us   by   the 

j    The  Parliamentary  Deflates  [Fourth 
Vol.   Ixvii.,  p.    1181.     (Discusaion  on 
Reading  of  the  General  Power  Diatri- 
Company  Bill,  3rd  March,  1899.) 


insertion  of  a  special  clause  ensuring  that 
local  districts  shall  not  be  traversed  with- 
out  the   leave    in    writing  of    the    local 
authorities.       I    am,    therefore,    utterly 
amazed  that  the  Bill   should  be  opposed 
on  the  present  occasion,  as  I  understand 
it  is   to  be.     It  is  an  unusual  departure 
from   the   procedure  of   the  House  that 
private     Bills     should    l>e     so     opposed 
on    the    Second    Reading    stage.       The 
Select,     Hybrid,    or     other    Committees 
should    first    deal    with    such     matters. 
This  is  a  Bill  to  promote  an  extraordinary 
extension  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  in 
the   interests    of   the   commerce    of    the 
country  it  should  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  House.  Last  week*  a  Bill  of  exactly 
the  same  purport — I  refer  to  the  Xorth 
Metropolitan     Electric      Power     Supply 
Bill — was   read   a   second  time,   and   re- 
ferred to  a   Committee  upstairs,   and  we 
ask  that  the  same  advantage  should   Ik? 
extended  to   this   measure.     There   is   a 
feeling   in  the   country  that  the  munici- 
palities are   organising    themselves    into 
a     gigantic     monopoly     with      a     view 
to     strangling     private     enterprise     in 
regard  to   the    supply    of   electricity   at 
the  moment   of  its   birth.     Xow,  such  a 
scheme  ought   to  meet   with  very  little 
sympathy  at  our  hands.     There  is  also  a 
feeling  in  the  country  that  fair  play  has 
not  !>een  accorded  to  private  commercial 
enterprise  in  this  matter  in  its  competition 
with  the  municipalities,  and,  therefore,  I 
|  do  hope  and  trust  that  the  House  will 
take  into  its  own  hands  the  protection  of 
these  interests,  that  it  will  give  a  Second 
!  Reading  to  this  Bill,  and  that  it  will  allow 
\  any  fancied  objectionable  provisions  in  it 
!  to   be    reported    upon  by  a  Committee 
j  upstairs  competent  to  deal   with   it,  and 
rectify   any    clauses   necessary.      Surely 
such  a  course  will    commend   itself   to  a 
|  House  which  has   so  often  shown   itself 
I  jealous   of   any  attempt    to  infringe  its 
i  rights  and  privileges.      I   have   to  com- 
i  plain  to  the  House  of  an  attack  upon  its 
j  privileges  by  a  member  of  the  Corporation 
|  of  Liverpool.     An  alderman  of   the  City 
of  Liverpool  has  threatened  Members  for 
j  Lancashire  who  fail  to  vote  against  this 
i  Bill  that  they  may  run  the  risk  of  l>eing 
j  kicked  out  at  the  next  election.      That 
•  is  a  threat  not    worthy  to  l>e  used   by 
any  member  of  so  excellent  a  Corporation 
as  that  of  Liverpool,  nor   is  it  one  that 
should   be  directed  against  any  Members 

*  February   19th.     (See  page    355    of   this 
Volume.) 


Lincashire  Elrefrir  { COM MONS } 


1375 

of  this  honourable  House  by  any  repre- 
sentative of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool. 

Mit.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
Who  made  the  threat  ? 

*Mk.  MACDONA:  Alderman  Petrie. 
This  Bill  deals  with  a  vast  subject,  and  if 
it  is  carried  it  will  enable  electrical  power 
to  be  supplied  in  bulk  to  local  authorities 
who  may  wish  to  have  it,  enabling  them, 
however,  to  distribute  it  in  any  manner 
they  desire  in  the  district  over  which 
they  have  control.  And  as  it  is  a  fact 
that  many  small  districts  would  not  care 
to  incur  the  great  expense  of  generating 
their  own  electric  power,  I  think  this  will 
be  an  enormous  advantage  to  them  and 
encourage  local  effort  in  many  country  and 
suburban  districts  where  municipal 
electric  power  may  not  be  available — 
hence  its  vast  importance  to  our 
agricidtural  interests  where  every  year 
machinery  is  more  and  more  coming 
into  operation.  It  will,  too,  be  a  great 
assistance  in  developing  commercial 
interests  in  many  localities  hitherto 
unexploited,  and  so  encourage  our  un- 
developed resources.  1  think  it 
would  be  disastrous  if  this  House 
were  to  prevent  people  who  want  this 
electric  power  having  the  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  it  in  the  manner 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  Remember  that 
Ave  in  this  country  originated  the  use  of 
electric  power.  For  that  we  are  indebted 
to  British  scientists ;  but  on  account 
of  the  hampering  and  handicapping 
restrictions,  and  the  miserable  subterfuges 
to  which  it  has  hitherto  been  subjected, 
we  are  far  behind  Germany,  France,  and 
America  in  the  development  of  the  use 
of  electric  power.  Indeed,  in  many 
villages  on  the  American  continent,  the 
inhabitants  enjoy  advantages  which  are 
still  withheld  from  residents  in  our  great 
manufacturing  centres.  This  should  not 
be  allowed  to  go  on  any  longer.  Why, 
even  at  our  own  doors  we  find  an  instance 
of  the  result  of  these  hampering  restric- 
tions, for  the  proposal  to  run  the  trains 
on  the  underground  railway  by  electric 
power  cannot  be  given  prompt  effect  to 
because  of  the  entire  inability  of  our  home 
engineers  to  make  the  machinery  and 
appliances  necessary  for  the  purpose. 
We  have,  therefore,  to  await  the  con- 
venience of  America  and  Germany  for 
the  completion  of  the  large  orders  for 
machinery  which  we  have  had  to  send 
Mr.  Maalona.  ' 
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out  to  them.  This  company  is  not  claim- 
ing a  monopoly,  it  rather  seeks  to  destroy 
a  monopoly.  In  matters  like  this  1 
hold  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  put  a 
stop  to  municipal  authorities  holding  a 
monopoly,  as  they  desire  to  have  in  thi* 
case,  and  that  we  should  secure  fair  play 
for  all.  I  therefore  support  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  because  it  differs 
essentially  in  principle  from  the  General 
Power  Distribution  Bill  of  last  session, 
which  I  opposed,  in  that  it  does  not  pro- 
pose to  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  any  local  authority,  whether  muni- 
cipal, urban,  or  rural,  in  regard  to  the 
exclusive  right  to  supply  their  own  con- 
stituents with  electrical  energy.  Nor 
does  it  propose  to  confer  upon  the  com- 
pany anything  in  the  shape  of  a  monopoly. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  is  very  clear  and 
simple.  It  proposes  to  establish  large 
generating  stations  on  certain  defined 
sites  alongside  or  with  canal  access  to  large 
collieries,  and  outside  any  municipal  area, 
where  electricity  can  be  manufactured 
wholesale  at  the  lowest  possible  cost, 
and  distributed  through  trunk  mains 
throughout  the  area  of  supply,  for  sale  in  i 
bulk  to  any  local  authority  that  may 
think  fit  to  purchase  ready-made  elec- 
tricity from  the  company  instead  of 
having  their  own  generating  station,  and  ] 
retail  the  electricity  to  their  own  con-  I 
stituents  in  such  manner  and  at  such  ; 
prices  as  they  may  think  fit.  Section  36  j 
of  the  Bill  expressly  prohibits  the  com-  j 
pany  from  supplying  electricity  to  any  but 
the  local  authority,  or  a  company  already 
authorised  by  Parliament,  except  hy 
consent  of  the  local  authority.  Some  of 
the  smaller  local  authorities  may  prefer  to 
allow  the  company  to  undertake  the  local 
distribution  and  supply  in  their  district, 
but  in  such  case  they  have  the  right  of 
purchase  of  the  local  undertaking  under 
Sections  2  and  3  of  the  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1888.  Section  38  compels  the  com- 
pany to  sell  a  supply  of  electricity  to  any 
local  authority  within  the  area  that 
demands  it,  and,  as  a  necessary  corollarv  to 
this,  the  company  asks  power  to  pass  their 
mains  through  any  intervening  district 
to  reach  the  district  requiring  a  supply, 
which  is  the  only  compulsory  power  sought. 
The  maximum  prices  the  company  are 
allowed  to  charge  any  local  authority  are 
fixed  by  the  second  schedule  at  Id.  pcv. 
Board  of  Trade  unit  after  the  ft*1 
400  hours  in  any  quarter,  2d.  p*1' 
unit  for  the  second  200  hours,  and  4(1. 
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he  first  200  hours  supply,  and 
y  higher  rates,  namely,  ljd.,  3d., 
kl.  where  the  company  undertake 
•cal  supply  with  the  consent  of  the 
mthority.  Section  43  provides  that 
the  company  has  earned  a  profit  of 
er  cent,  all  further  profit  shall 
aared     with    the      consumers,     so 

the  concern  then  Incomes  a 
irative  one,  and  it  is  to 
oint  interest  of  consumers  and 
iny  alike  to  reach  the  profit-sharing 
as  soon  as  possible.  Such  being  the 
rions  of  this  Bill,  I  feel  that  I  can 
heartily  support  it,  as  it  meets  all 
)jections  I  myself  felt  to  the  Bill  of 
ession,  and  all  the  objections  urged  ; 
ii.  Members  who  spoke  against  that  [ 
ulfilling  all  their  conditions  and  re- 
nent p.  No  local  authority  is  obliged 
ke     the     company's     electricity — 

are    free    to    take     it    or     leave 
;    they    think    fit,    and    the     com- 

cannot     sell     electricity     in     any  j 
ity,    large    or   small,  to    a    single 
dual   without   their  consent.     The 
•   to   pass   through   one   district  to 

another  that  wants  a  supply  is  a 
nd  reasonable  one.  What  right  has  ! 
>cal  authority  to  act  the  dog-in-the- 
er  and  deny  this  power,  as  though 
were  the  absolute  owners  of  that ; 
>n  of  England  !  What  would  Man- 
jr  have  done  if  any  local  authority 

their  108  miles  of  pipe  line  from 
nere  had  been  free  to  say,  "No,  you 
;  have  your  water  supply,   for  we 
the  way — go  round  by  some  other 
,    if    you    can."      They    might    as 
go    a    step    further,    and    prevent 
-t     or     carriage     passing    through, 
refore,  confidently  appeal  to  the  hon.  : 
t)ers   for  Battersea,  Bethnal   Green,  ', 
lersfield,   and  others  with  whom   I  ; 
n  agreement  as  regards  the  Bill  of  < 
session,    to    support     the     Second  ; 
ing  of  this  Bill,  and  even  to  the  hon. 
tar  for  South -West   Manchester  to 
Iraw    his    opposition,   based,     as    I 
re  it  to  be,  upon  the  misrepresenta- 
that  have  been  issued  broadcast  by 
mnicipal  authorities.    And  now,  Sir, 
dd  draw  attention  to  the  unfair  and 
ionable  methods  that  have  been  re- 
i  to  by  the  authorities  opposing  this 
In    the    first    place    they     have 
ipted  to    mislead   the    Members   of 
House   as  to  the  character  of   this 

trusting,   apparently,  to   catch  the 
\  of  hon.  Members  who  have  not  had 


time  to  study  the  Bill  themselves.  I 
will  first  read  Section  36,  which  says — 

44  (1)  Except  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
convenient  access  to  some  general  supply  dis- 
trict or  to  some  local  authority  requiring  a 
supply  of  energy,  or  *ome  company  authorised 
by  Provisional  Order  or  Act  of  Parliament  to 
distribute  energy  within  the  area  of  supply,  the 
company  shall  not  exercise  any  of  the  powers 
of  the  principal  Act  in  reference  to  any  street 
within  any  district  not  forming  part  of  a 
general  supply  district  without  the  consent  in 
writing  of  trie  local  authority  under  seal." 

A  u  general  supply ''  district,  I  should 
explain,  is  defined  to  mean  a  district 
where  the  local  authority  has  consented 
to  the  company  undertaking  the  distri- 
bution and  supply  to  the  inhabitants.  It 
is  hardly  conceivable  that  in  the  face  of 
that  clause  the  petitions  lodged  against 
the  Bill  assert  that  the  powers  sougnt  by 
the  Bill  "  would  enable  the  company  to 
compete  with  your  petitioners,  and  that 
the  right  to  supply  electrical  energy 
within  their  district  should  be  reserved 
to  them,  and  that  no  powers  for  that  pur- 
pose should  be  conferred  on  the  promoters." 
The  promoters  do  not  ask  for  any  such 
powers,  but  it  is  slily  insinuated  that 
they  do  in  the  9th  and  14th  Clauses  of 
the  Petition  of  the  Stretford  Urlian 
Council,  which  is  a  type  of  a  group  of 
ten  petitions  presented  by  a  group  of 
authorities,  mostly  under  the  influence  of 
Manchester  and  Salford,  and  represented 
by  one  solicitor,  who  has  been  active  in 
getting  up  this  opposition.  Sir,  there  are 
98  urban  and  rural  districts  within  the 
area  of  the  Bill,  the  great  majority  of 
which  are  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
this  Bill.  At  a  meeting  held  in  Man- 
chester on  February  1 3th,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  by  35  councils 
represented  at  the  meeting — 

"That  this  meeting  of  Urlian  District 
Councils  desires  to  oppose  the  Lancashire 
Electric  Power  Bill,  1900,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  protective  clauses,  and  that  a  Com- 
mittee lie  appointed  to  formulate  and  carry 
out  such  opposition,  and  that  the  cost  lie  borne 
/wo  rata,  according  to  rateable  value." 

And  the  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  reso- 
lution, said  - 

"that  they,  as  local  authorities,  did  not  ho 
much  oppose  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  but  they 
did  insist,  if  it  were  passed,  that  their  local 
interests  should  l*s  adequately  safeguarded." 

Now  to  return  to  the  Stretford  petition. 
In  Clause  5  they  allege  that — 

"the  inhabitants  of  their  district  will  be 
■  injuriously  effected  by  the  Bill." 
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lmt  they  do  not  show  in  what  way.     Tn 
Clause  7  they  say  that  -  - 

"the  question  of    supplying  their  district  is 
now  under  consideration." 

I  believe,   Sir,  they   are   in   negotiation 
with  the  Borough  of  Salford  for  a  supply 
— and   I    would   ask,    Would   it  not   be 
clearly  to  their  advantage  in  their  treaty 
with  Salford   to    have  alternative   offers  ' 
from     this     company,    and    how    could  : 
this  "  injuriously  affect "  the  inhabitants  I 
Is  it  not  clear  from  this  that  the  kind  of 
competition    objected    to    by   the    large ; 
•towns  is  not  competition  within  their  own 
areas  (which   the  Bill   enables   them   to  ' 
prevent),  but  competition  in  the  supply  to  j 
outside  townships?     In  Clause  15   they, 
-object  to  "  public  inconvenience  "  caused  ' 
by  breaking  open  roads,  etc.     Surely  it 
-must  be  obvious  that  this  cannot  be  an  , 
objection  to  the  Bill,  as  the  roads  must  be  ! 
opened  by  someone  if  the  public  are  to 
have  an  electrical  supply  at  all,  whether  ' 
by  the  company,  by  Salford,  or  by  Stret- 
ford    themselves,    and   it    is   simply    an 
attempt  to  hoodwink   Parliament  to  put 
this   forward  as  a  special  disability  at-  ' 
tached  to  the  proposals  of  this  Bill.     In 
Clause  11  they  raise  the  bugbear  of  elec- 
trolytic corrosion  of  gas  and  water  pipes, 
•owing  to  leakages  arising  from  the  high 
pressure   in   our    mains.      Now   this    is 
deliberately    deceiving    the    House,    for 
they    know    that    the    Board    of    Trade 
rules  require   the    insulation   to  be  of  a 
strength  proportionate  to  the  pressure,  and 
that  there  are  stringent  regulations  as  to 
leakages.     I  am  assured  by  experts  that  > 
there  are  hardly  any  cases  of  electrolysis 
except  from  the  uninsulated  rail  return  on 
electric  tramways.     The  most  recent  case 
is   that  of    the    Manchester   Corporation 
•cables,  which  have  been  so  badly  managed 
.and  so  defective  that  considerable  leakages 
have  occurred  and  caused  some  damage 
to  underground  pipes.    The  high  pressure 
has  nothing  to  do  with  electrolysis,  which 
in  all  cases  has  been  caused  by  low-tension 
currents.  We  also  have  a  statement  in  the 
shape  of  a  manifesto  issued  by  the  municipal 
corporations,  which  is  intentionally  mis- 
leading.     They  give  a  list  of  thirty-two 
towns,  in  twenty-seven  of  which  they  say 
that  "  works  have  been  established,"  in 
the  hope,  no  doubt,   that  hon.  Members 
may  accept  that  statement,  and  let  it  pass 
without  examining  too  closely  into  the  list 

fiven  on  the  last  page  of  the  document, 
hey  lay  stress  irpoN  the  large  amount 
Mr.  Afiicdona. 


of  capital  totalled  up  on  these  various 
works,  spent  and  proposed  to  be  spent, 
as  a  proof  that  they  are  doing  their  duty. 
Why,  Sir,  it  is  part  of  our  case  that  the 
policy  of  each  community  providing  its 
own  supply  involves  an  extravagantly 
large  expenditure  of  capital  owing  to 
want  of  system,  cohesion,  and  central 
control  and  not  only  extravagant  capita) 
outlay,  but  also  extravagant  working 
costs  owing  to  the  absence  of  that  co- 
operative principle  which  governs  our 
scheme,  averaging  our  load,  and  enabling 
one  horse  power  to  be  so  handled  as  to 
do  duty  for  perhaps  four  or  five  horse 
power  in  the  present  desultory  and  mis- 
directed fashion.  But  not  satisfied  with 
attempting  to  deceive  this  House,  the 
opponents  of  the  scheme  have  actually 
gone  the  length,  as  I  have  stated,  of 
dictating  to  Members  of  this  House  the 
course  they  must  take  on  the  question, 
and  threatening  us  with  Parliamentary 
extinction  if  we  do  not  u  do  as  we  are 
bid."  "  Pressure "  is  to  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  all  Memliers  of  Parliament  to 
vote  against  the  Bill,  which,  being  inter- 
preted, means  that  we  are  to  be  cajoled 
coerced,  browbeaten,  and  bullied  into 
voting  against  it ;  and  those  who  resist 
this  system  of  dictation  are,  according 
to  Alderman  Petrie,  of  Liverpool,  to  be 
kicked  out  at  the  next  election. 
The  hon.  Member  for  S.W.  Manchester, 
Mr.  Galloway,  charges  me  with  incon- 
sistency in  advocating  this  Bill,  when  I 
voted  against  the  Bill  of  the  County  of 
London  and  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Com- 
pany. Sir,  I  voted  against  that  Bill 
because,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have 
tended  to  complicate  the  re-formation 
scheme  of  the  districts  affected  which  » 
now  in  progress,  and  I  considered  it 
better  to  wait  until  this  re-formation  was 
completed.  The  Lancashire  Bill  is  on 
totally  different  lines.  Under  it,  the 
company  cannot  sell  a  single  pennyworth 
of  electricity  in  any  district  without  the 
consent  of  the  local  authority.  The 
company's  scheme  would  enable  even* 
authority  in  the  area  to  draw  upon  the 
great  sources  of  power  contained  in  the 
central  coalfield  of  Lancashire  in  the  con- 
centrated and  portable  form  of  electricity, 
!  and  we  only  ask  that  no  governing  body 
i  who  might  not  care  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  privilege,  should  have  %power  to  say 
to  others  who  do  want  it,  "  No,  von 
.  shan't  draw  upon  this  central  source  of 
I  power,    for    we    block    the    way  *&\ 
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on't     allow     it     to    pass     to    you." 
lere  is  not   the  slightest   resemblance 
tween  the  two  Bills,  inasmuch  as  the 
>unty  of  London  and  Brush  Bill  offered 
•  advantage  to  the  public  in  the  supply 
cheaper  electricity,  while   the  Lanca- 
Ire  Bill  does  offer  considerable  public 
vantages.      Alderman    Petrie    has    no 
>und  for  assuming  that  the  electors  will 
his  bidding  in  this  matter.     The  ques- 
n  of  electrical  supply    has  never  yet 
3n  made  a  test  one  at  any  election,  and 
it  were,  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  that 
ierman  Petrie  might  find  himself  in  the 
rition  to  which  he  proposes  to  relegate 
n.     Members    who    venture    to    have 
nions  of   their  own,  and  presume  to 
Fer  from  him.     I  submit,  Sir,  that  the 
.nifestoes  and  statements  issued  to  hon. 
smbers  by  the  municipal  corporations 
I    the  very  few   urban   councils  who 
re  thrown  their  lot  in  with  them  are 
irely    and    intentionally    misleading, 
i  altogether  misrepresent  the  nature  of 
a    Bill.      They    are    so    framed    as 
deceive  and  mislead  this  House,  and 
re   been  accompanied   by   suggestions 
i  even  undisguised  threats  of  evil  con- 
[uences  to  Members  who  dare  to  oppose 
i  will  of  the  municipalities  that  almost 
cant  to  breach  of  privilege.     They  are 
o    replete    with    technical    objections 
ich  I  am  assured  by  experts  are  en- 
sly    wrong    and    misleading.       It    is 
possible   to  deal   adequately   with  all 
58e  matters  in  a  Second  Reading  debate. 
ey  are  essentially  matters  for  a  com- 
ttee    to    deal    with.     The  allegations 
i  be  thoroughly  sifted  in  Committee,  i 
i   if    there    is    any    truth    in    them, 
3    Bill    can     be     rejected     on     the 
lird  Reading.     I  therefore  appeal    to 
a.  Members  not   to  allow  themselves 
be  bullied  and  bounced  and  threatened 
the  big  corporations  into  rejecting  the 
cond  Reading,  but  to  allow  this  Bill  to 
into  Committee  in  order  that  the  state- 
snU  of   the  promoters  and  opponents 
iy  be  properly  tested  and  examined,  ne- 
'e we  entirely  close  the  door  against  a 
item  being  introduced  into  this  country 
rich  has  undoubtedly  proved    an    im- 
me  boon  to  other  countries  where  it 
i  been  adopted.     Out  of  ninety -eight 
)an  and  rural  councils  only  twenty - 
en  have  lodged  petitions,  chiefly  with 
)  object  of  obtaining  protective  clauses, 
the  others  being  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
is  approved  bv  the  Lancashire  County 
until,  by  nearly  all  the  urban  and  rural 
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councils  that  are  not  under  the  direct 
influence  of  Manchester  and  Salford,  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  county, 
by  the  Wigan  Coal  and  Iron  Company, 
whose  interests  extend  over  every  part  of 
the  district,  and  many  other  large  and 
important  bodies,  and  ought  not  to  be 
rejected  without  further  inquiry. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY :  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months,  and 
although  my  task  has  been  made  some- 
what easy  by  the  speech  which  has  just 
been  delivered,  I  fear  I  shall  have  to 
detain  the  House  some  time  by  going  into 
one  or  two  matters  in  detail — matters  of 
which  I  think  it  should  be  placed  in 
possession  before  it  comes  to  a  decision. 
My  hon.  friend  has  referred  to  a  Bill  which 
passed  its  Second  Reading  a  few  days  ago 
— the  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply  Bill — and  I  at  once  frankly  own 
that  that  was  due  to  a  mistake  for  which 
I  am  to  a  certain  extent  responsible.  But 
I  would  point  out  that  that  Bill  differed 
from  this  in  so  far  as  it  apphed  to  a 
purely  agricultural  area,  and  not  to  a 
number  of  municipal  corporations.  But 
my  right  hon.  friend  omitted  to  point  out 
that  the  Brush  Electric  Power  Bill  was  on 
Monday  last  rejected  bythis  House*solely 
on  the  point  now  raised — namely,  the 
crossing  of  streets  without  the  consent 
of  the  local  authority.  I  hope  this  Bill 
will  be  similarly  dealt  with.  My  hon. 
friend  referred  to  the  Bill  of  last  session. 
But  it  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  that  was  defeated  under 
somewhat  peculiar  circumstances,  for 
after  certain  assurances  given  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Macclesfield,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  I  myself  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  to  enable  the 
matter  to  be  further  considered,  but  the 
House  refused  the  adjournment,  and 
i  rejected  the  Bill.  What  is  it  that  the 
promoters  of  this  Bill  seek  ?  They  pro- 
pose to  lay  hands  on  the  whole  of  Lan- 
cashire south  of  the  Ribble.  That  area, 
as  represented  by  its  local  authorities,  is 
wholly  averse  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
At  an  important  conference  of  the 
boroughs  of  Lancashire  held  on  the  23rd 
of  February  at  the  Town  Hall,  Man- 
I  Chester,  it  was  resolved  to  oppose  the 
[Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  the 
[grounds  upon  which  opposition  was 
I  decided  upon  seem  to  me  to  be  of  a  most 
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weighty  character.  The  House  must 
remember  that  the  boroughs  repre- 
sented at  that  meeting  spoke  on 
behalf  of  an  aggregate  population 
of  upwards  of  three  millions  and 
represented  a  rateable  value  of  fourteen 
millions  sterling.  On  the  broad  ground 
of  public  policy  I  hold  that  where  Parlia- 
ment has  authorised  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  borrow  money  for  municipal 
undertakings  on  the  security  of  the  rates, 
and  the  corporation  has  established  its 
undertaking,  special  Parliamentary  powers 
ought  not,  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, to  be  granted  to  private  persons 
trading  for  profit  to  execute  works  of  a 
similar  character  within  the  borough  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Council.  [Cries  of 
"Why  not  t "]  At  any  rate,  that  is  the 
policy  which  was  embodied  in  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts  which  were  consolidated  in 
the  Act  of  last  session,  and  I  venture  to 
think  that  if  the  ratepayers'  money  has 
been  expended  under  the  belief  and  assu- 
rance that  there  will  not  be  competition 
from  outside  within  their  own  area,  this 
House  has  no  right  to  come  down  and 
reverse  that  policy  unless  more  weighty 
reasons  are  produced  than  have  been  in 
the  past.  Nor  can  I  see  how  any  advan- 
tage can  arise  from  giving  Parliamentary 
sanction  to  any  private  enterprise  which 
at  the  very  outset  promises  to  enter  into 
competition  with  the  various  corporations 
affected  by  its  provisions.  Those  who  are 
supporting  this  Bill  do  not  suggest  that 
the  municipalities  have  not  done  their 
duty  in  regard  to  electric  lighting.  It  is, 
indeed,  the  fact  that  no  fewer  than  nine- 
teen of  the  Lancashire  boroughs  have 
established  electrical  supply  undertakings, 
and  that  municipal  capital  amounting  to 
upwards  of  four  millions  has  been  or  is  in 
process  of  being  expended  on  electrical 
appliances.  That  merely  shows  that  the 
municipalities  have  not  been  backward  in 
doing  the  work  which  it  is  their  proper 
province  to  do.  Another  point  of  supreme 
importance  is  that  the  Bill  asks  for  power 
to  upset  the  Tramways  Act  of  1870,  as 
well  as  the  Electric  Acts  of  1882  and  1888, 
as  consolidated  in  1899.  Under  those 
Acts  no  private  company  has  power  to 
cross  the  corporation  tramways  without 
the  sanction  of  the  local  authority ;  but  if 
this  Bill  should  unfortunately  pass  the 
House  that  sanction  would  be  done  away 
with,  and  at  a  word  the  policy  which  has 
been  fixed  for  the  whole  country  by  suc- 
cessive Acts  of  Parliament  would  be 
Mr.  Galloway. 


reversed.  I  think  lean  show  that  great  in- 
jury might  be  done  to  municipalities,  and,  | 
in  consequence,  to  the  ratepayers,  by  each 
action.  But  before  doing  that  I  should 
like  to  quote  the  authority  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  last  year,  speaking 
on  the  General  Powers  Bill,  said  it  seemed 
to  be  a  direct  attack  on  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  duties  of  municipal  corporation* 
and  added  that  it  was  not  wise  to  pan  a 
Bill  which  set  aside  the  existing  law. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thk  BOABD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon); 
That  is  a  most  garbled  report  of  what  I 
said,  and  I  think  the  quotation  is  mat 
unjustifiable.  That  Bill  not  only  took 
power  to  go  through  the  streets,  but  alee 
to  distribute  light  and  electric  power  .; 
throughout  the  municipal  area.  My 
statement  referred  to  that,  and  when  the 
hon.  Member  for  Macclesfield  withdrew 
that  part  of  the  Bill,  I  said  he  had  met 
my  objection  and  that  I  would  support 
the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY;  Of  course,  I  apolo- 
gise if  I  have  in  any  way  misrepresented 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  I 
maintain  that  if  this  House  is,  at  the 
request  of  a  private  company,  to  override 
the  whole  of  the  Acts  which  have  rag* 
lated  corporations  in  years  gone  by,  then 
will  be  no  security  for  any  municipality 
or  any  public  body  in  this  respect,  hi 
Manchester,  and  in  all  large  municipali- 
ties, this  question  of  the  streets  is  a  very 
serious  one.  The  streets  are  full  of  varioai 
appliances  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayefl 
—  gas  mains,  water  mains,  hydraulic  maim 
sewers  and  telegraphs.  The  fact  of  time 
running  underneath  the  streets  makes  it 
almost  impossible  at  the  present  time  far 
large  corporations  to  find  space  in  whick 
to  lay  down  mains  for  their  own  electricil { 
purposes.  If  they  have  found  difficulty J 
in  doing  that,  I  venture  to  submit  tint 
it  will  be  practically  impossible  for  then 
to  do  it  for  any  private  company.  He 
great  point  about  it  is  that  by  the  con* 
pany  taking  these  compulsory  powers  bf 
Act  of  Parliament  the  corporation  then- 
selves  will  not  derive  one  penny  of  proit 
or  any  advantage  whatever  from  th* 
breaking  up  of  their  streets.  Another  con- 
sideration is  this.  Assuming  this  Hoot 
allows  these  companies  to  pass  through  a 
large  town  to  supply  consumers  on  the  ■ 
other  side  of  the  town,  how  are  we  to 
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ieal  with  the  question  of  responsibility  ? 
Supposing  an  explosion  takes  place,  and 
nuch  damage  is  done,  at  the  present  moment 
he  corporation  are  themselves  liable.  But 
f  this  Bill  is  passed,  how  are  they 
ossibly  to  decide  who  is  to  be  respon- 
ble  and  answerable  for  such  damage? 
;  is  a  scientific  fact  that  the  explosion 
ay  not  take  place  where  the  damage  is 
tually  done;  it  may  be  hundreds  of 
irds  away,  and  it  would  be  impossible 
say  which  of  the  mains  was  responsible. 
11  th6se  electrical  works  are  at  present 
the  hands  of  the  corporations,  and  if 

5  accident  takes  place  they  are  corn- 
ed to  take  upon  themselves  the  re- 
onaibility;  there  is  no  question  of 
igation,  and  no  dispute  can  arise  upon 
e  point.  The  promoters  of  this  Bill 
tve  made  a  great  argument  of  the 
lestion  of  cost.  They  say  that  they 
in  produce  more  cheaply,  and  that  the 
tunicipalities  cannot  supply  either  light 
it  power  at  anything  like  the  same  price, 
rhey  quote  the  instance  of  America.  But 
in  America  almost  the  entire  bulk  of  the 
power  is  obtained  by  hydraulic  means — 
from  water  and  not  from  coal ;  therefore, 
irhile  in  America  you  may  have  a  case 
Eke  the  Niagara  Falls,  where  you  can  get 
•great  power  for  practically  nothing,  it 
ii  an  entirely  different  thing  in  this 
country,  where  you  have  to  use  coal,  the 
grioo  of  which  must  affect  the  price  of  the 
electricity.  There  is  one  other  point  in 
regard  to  price.  Under  the  Corporations 
aits  for  the  supply  of  electricity  the 
corporations  themselves  are  allowed  to 
Bake  only  5  per  cent,  on  their  utider- 
ttking;  after  that  the  price  must  be 
reduced  to  the  consumer,  and  the  5  per 
tent,  which  they  make  goes  to  the  relief 
4  the  rates.  In  Manchester  and  Liver- 
tool  as  much  as  £10,000  or  £15,000  has 
poo  to  the  relief  of  the  rates  in  this  way. 
lot  what  do  this  company  propose  to 
©I  They  propose  to  take  10  percent, 
nt  of  all  for  their  own  profits,  and  that 
D  per  cent,  is  a  cumulative  10  per  cent.;  so 
aut  if  for  three  years  the  company  did 
Ot  make  a  dividend  they  would  be  en- 
tied  in  the  next  year  to  make  30  per 
tat.  and  another  10  per  cent,  for  the  year 
ftfore  the  price  could  come  down  to  the 
tanuner.  How  they  can  profess  to 
■jrply  more  cheaply  than  a  corporation 
fail  to  see.  There  is  another  point 
|Km  which  this  company  have  been 
nremely  cute.  They  ask  that  after 
key  have  made  10  per  cent.,  and  they 


rower  Bill 


13SP, 


have  reduced  the  price  to  the  consumer 
by  5  per  cent,  they  should  be  allowed  to 
make  another  1  per  cent,  themselves. 
How  does  that  work  out  t  Take  the  price 
as  5d.  per  unit.  If  the  company  reduce 
the  price  by  \&.  they  can  then  make 
11  per  cent.,  and  so  on.  How  such  a 
scheme  is  going  to  benefit  tho  ratepayers 
or  the  rcommunities  who  require  elec- 
tricity I  entirely  fail  to  see.  I  should 
like  to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the 
speech  which  my  hon.  friend  alleged  was 
made  by  Alderman  Petrie  at  the  meeting 
at  Manchester  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
am  authorised  to  state  that  the  account 
as  issued  in  the  green  pamphlet  of  the 
promoters  of  this  Bill  is  an  absolutely 
incorrect  and  inaccurate  statement  of 
what  Alderman  Petrie  said.  He  did  not 
make  use  of  any  words  which  could  be 
construed  in  the  sense  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  thought  fit  to  put  upon  them. 
We  shall  be  asked  to  send  this  Bill  to 
a  Committee,  but  I  dt  sire  the  House  to 
pause  before  they  put  the  corporations  to 
the  expense,  to  say  nothing  of  the  incon- 
venience, of  opposing  this  Bill.  The 
expense  and  time  taken  by  such  a  course 
will  be  very  considerable,  and  unless  it 
can  be  shown  that  some  great 
public  purpose  will  be  performed  by 
this  Bill  I  submit  that  this  House 
ought  not  to  put  the  corpora- 
tions to  that  expense  and  trouble.  We 
have  had  private  companies  supplying 
this  country  before.  There  is  the  instance 
of  London  private  companies'  supply, 
which  is  as  hopeless  a  failure  as  any 
private  companies'  supply  of  electric  light 
in  the  world.  I  ask  this  House  seriously 
to  consider,  before  they  hand  over  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  these  private  companies 
the  electric  light  consumers  and  rate- 
payers of  this  country,  the  injustice  they 
will  be  doing  to  the  great  municipalities 
who  have  done  their  work  well  in  yeara 
gone  by.  It  is  for  that  reason  I  ask  with 
every  confidence  that  the  House  will 
follow  the  precedent  set  in  the  case  of 
the  General  Powers  Bill,  and  reject  this 
proposal. 

Sir  J.  T.  WOODHOUSE  (Hudders- 
field),  in  seconding  the  Amendment,  said 
he  would  not  have  felt  justified  in  interpos- 
ing in  the  debate  had  it  not  been  that  the 
Bill  raised  a  very  important  and  serious 
question  of  principle,  which  alone  justified 
the  House  in  debating  the  Bill  at  Second 
Reading,    and    determining  whether    it 
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should  be  rejected  or  not.  The  promoters 
of  the  measure  were  not  a  public 
authority  seeking  public  rights  at  the 
hands  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  a 
body  of  private  speculators,  primarily 
desirous  of  pecuniary  gain,  but  presenting 
their  case  as  one  of  public  policy  and  as 
satisfying  a  great  and  pressing  public 
demand.  The  question  the  House  had 
primarily  to  determine  was  whether  a 
public  case  had  been  made  out  for  this 
Bill.  He  respectfully  submitted  it  had 
not.  Was  there  anything  in  this  proposal 
or  in  the  situation  to  justify  the  House 
in  reversing  the  whole  spirit  of  legisla- 
tion which  had  animated  it  for  a 
great  number  of  years  past?  Up  to 
the  present,  no  Bill  for  the  supply  of 
electricity  had  been  able  to  be  obtained 
without  the  consent  of  the  local  authori- 
ties concerned.  The  legislation  enacted  in 
1882  and  1888  provided  that  legislative 
powers  should  be  sought  by  Provi- 
sional Orders  with  the  consent  of  the 
local  authority.  It  was  true  that  an 
appeal  might  be  made  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  but  he  believed  that  in  no 
case  —  certainly  in  very  few  cases, 
and  those  in  very  exceptional  circum- 
stances—  had  the  Board  of  Trade  gone 
against  the  local  authorities.  The  onus 
was  upon  the  hon.  Member  for  Rother- 
hithe  and  his  friends  to  show  that  the 
general  law  of  the  land,  well  considered 
and  well  directed  by  Parliament,  should  be 
set  aside  in  favour  of  a  Bill  promoted  by 
private  speculators.  What  was  the  pith 
of  the  case  which  they  had  endeavoured 
to  make  out]  It  was  that  the  local 
authorities  in  the  district  on  which  they 
sought  to  lay  their  hands,  of  eleven 
thousand  square  miles  south  of  the 
Kibble,  had  not  discharged  their  duties, 
and  that  the  private  speculators  with  a 
million  capital  could  discharge  the  public 
duty  more  efficiently  and  more  economi- 
cally than  the  local  authorities.  They 
had  had  experience  as  between  private 
companies  and  local  authorities  of  the 
supply  of  electricenergy,andhe  would  give 
one  instance  in  Lancashire.  Liverpool 
had  been  supplied  with  electric  energy  by 
means  of  a  private  company.  The  muni- 
cipality determined  to  buy  that  company. 
They  bought  it,  as  municipalities  and 
public  authorities  always  bought  when 
they  dealt  with  public  rights  obtained  by 
private  companies,  at  great  cost.  And 
what  were  the  facts  ?  That  electric  light 
as  supplied  by  that  company  was  supplied 
Sir  J.  T.  Jl*<Hnllwu& . 


at  6d.  or  7  Jd.  per  unit,  and  at  4d.  or  5d.  per 
unit  for  power.  Since  the  municipality  had 
acquired  that  company,  although  they 
had  doubled  the  capital  they  had  reduced 
that  7Jd.  to  4d^  and  the  4d.  to  Id, 
and  after  providing  for  depreciation  and 
sinking  fund  had  made  a  profit  of 
,£8,000.  He  submitted  that  under  the* 
circumstances  the  suggestion  that  a 
private  company  could  beat  a  munie- 
pality  in  cheapness  and  efficiency  required 
a  lot  of  making  out  It  was  a  weft 
known  fact  that  similarly  Sheffield,  Bk 
mingham,  and  Leeds  had  transferred 
their  powers  from  private  companies  te ' 
municipalities.  Manchester  was  a  ray 
large  municipality,  and  was  surely  ea- 
titled  to  have  its  views  weighed  in  the 
House.  Manchester  was  not  only  supply- 
ing its  own  citizens,  but  also  the  sur- 
rounding localities,  who  were  taking  their 
part  in  the  expenditure,  and  they  were 
doing  that  at  1  Jd.  per  unit,  and  he  defied 
any  company  to  do  it  cheaper  or  move 
economically.  It  was  being  done  at  a  ea* 
ing  to  the  ratepayers  of  £26,000  a  year. 
Anyone  who  had  studied  the  Bill  must  feel 
that  the  Bill  was  promoted  to  compel 
local  authorities  sooner  or  later  to  boy 
out  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  and  to  put  a 
pecuniary  profit  into  their  hands.  Bat; 
whilst  they  asked  for  the  right  to  supply 
power,  there  was  not  a  word  in  die 
Bill  to  compel  them  to  supply  thai 
power.  Therefore,  whilst  they  had  coa> 
trol  under  this  Bill  of  11,000  square 
miles,  they  could,  although  they  might 
not  exercise  the  power,  keep  other  people 
from  exercising  it.  It  had  hitherto  beat 
the  practice  of  Parliament  to  permit 
municipalities  and  local  authorities  to  con- 
trol the  area  within  which  their  authority 
existed.  Under  this  Bill  it  was  propoaed 
to  permit  a  right  of  way,  say,  for  in- 
stance, right  across  the  area  of  Mat- 
Chester,  without  the  consent  of  the 
municipality  of  Manchester.  Those  whe 
knew  the  position  of  affairs  in  our  great 
cities  knew  that  the  streets  were  at 
crowded  with  gas  mains,  water  main* 
hydraulic  mains,  and  telephone  cable* 
that  the  municipalities  did  W* 
know  how  to  make  provision  t* 
other  things.  Why  had  the  munici- 
palities gone  in  for  these  things  in  oar 
large  cities  ?  In  order  that  they  might 
keep  the  control  of  their  own  streets,  aai 
in  order  that  companies  might  not  comeay 
and  break  up  the  streets  at  their  owl 
pleasure.     The  Bill  empowered  a  privatt 
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f  of  men  to  go  right  through  the 
its  of  our  great  cities,  whether  the 
oration  liked  it  or  not,  and  to  pay 
ing  for  it.  That  was  a  principle 
h  the  House  had  hitherto  most 
uously  objected  to,  and  it  was  be- 
3  it  violated  the  principle  uniformly 
>ted  that  he  respectfully  asked  the 
le  to  reject  the  Bill.  An-  attempt 
been  made  to  import  much  prejudice 
the  opposition  of  the  municipalities. 
who  were  the  municipal i ties- 1  They 
the  representatives,  and  were  elected 
e  same  way  as  Members  of  the  House 
>mmons,  and  it  was  in  their  name, 
heir  behalf,  and  as  a  united  body 
he  appealed  to  the  House  to  reject 
Sill. 

amendment  proposed — 

o  leave  oat  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
>f  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
lay  six  months.' "— (Mr.  Galloway.) 

uestion  proposed,  "That  the  word 
r '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

[r.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens)  said 
oee  for  the  purpose  of  strongly  sup- 
dng  the  Bill.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
K>nal  interest  in  it  except  that  he  was 
[ember  of  the  House,  a  member  of  a 
;e  industrial  constituency  which   the 

affected,  and  also  a  British  citizen 
{rested  in  the   industrial  progress  of 

country.  The  London  Chamber  of 
amerce  and  all  the  other  chambers  of 
imerce  were  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
•  His  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  re- 
don  had  called  attention  to  two  similar 
s,  one  of  whichhadbeen  rejected  and  the 
er  passed  by  the  House  quite  recently, 

in  alluding  to  the  Bill  which  had 
n  passed  he  said  it  had  been  passed  by 
take.  What  his  hon.  friend  meant  to 
was  that  the  municipalities  by  mistake 
tted  to  instruct  the  House  of  Commons 
►ppose  that  Bill.  Were  they  to  under- 
id  that  the  House  could  not  go  right 
i  matter  of  this  kind  without  instruc- 
ts from  the  municipalities  ?  He 
it  respectfully  dissented  from  that, 
lad  been  said  that  no  public  case  had 
a  made  out  for  this  Bill.  He  would 
eavour  to  make  out  that  case,  and  if 
lid  not  succeed  it  would  be  his  fault 
ler  than  that  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill 
posed  to  generate  electricity  in  bulk 

supply  it  to  a  large  area  at  very 
$h  lower  rates  than  those  at  which  it 
Id  now  be  produced.  The  area  affected 
bhe  Bill  embraced  the  whole  of  Lanca- 


shire   south   of    the    Ribble,   containing 
altogether  129  local  authorities  and  182 
townships,    the    bulk    of     the    districts 
having    a     population     not     exceeding 
10,000  each.     Of  these  local  authorities 
only    sixteen    had   electricity  works   in 
operation,    supplying     electricity     on    a 
small  scale  at   high   charges   to   a   frac- 
tion   of   the    inhabitants.      Twenty-two 
districts  had  Provisional  Orders,  but  had 
taken  absolutely  no  action,  although  some 
of  the  Orders  were  no  less  than  ten  years 
olcL    In  9 1  districts  no  attempt  whatever 
had  been  made  to  obtain  Orders  or  to 
carry  out  works,  and  this  year  there  was 
not  one   application    for  a    Provisional 
Order  within   the  area  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  this  company.      If  the  public 
were  to  wait  for  the  action  of  these  local 
authorities  in  order  to  be  supplied  with 
a  growing  nece&sity  of  the  age  they  might 
wait  until  the  Day  of  Judgment.     The 
previous     speaker     had     spoken     con- 
temptuously of  private  speculators.    What 
had  municipal  corporations  ever  done  to 
promote   large  industrial  undertakings  ? 
Railways   had  been  built  and  factories 
erected  by  private  speculators,  and  the 
same  class  had  founded  and  carried  on 
the    prosperity    of    the    country.      The 
supply      of     electricity     in     bulk     was 
far  too  large  a  question   for  municipal 
corporations.     The  practical  difficulties  in 
the  way  were  too  great.    Local  authorities 
could  not  afford  to  sink  large  sums  of  the 
ratepayers*  money  in  large  installations  of 
electrical  plant,  nor  ought  they  to  under- 
take with   that  money   the  risks  whicli 
were  inseparable  from  the  initiation  of  an 
enterprise  of  the  kind.     Those  risks  wero 
properly  incurred  by  people  described  as 
private  speculators.     Political  considera- 
tions also  were  involved.     But  in  order 
to  make  such  an  enterprise  pay  it  was 
necessary    to    generate    and     distribute 
electricity  over  a  large  area.     Speaking 
generally,  it  was  not  possible  for  any  one 
of  the  129  districts  affected  by  the  Bill 
to  generate  cheaply  its  own  electricity. 
The  measure  had  been  very  seriously  mis- 
represented.    It  proposed  to  have  two  or 
three    large   generating   stations    in  the 
heart  of  the  colliery  district,  where,  by 
getting  cheap  fuel,  it  would  be  possible  to 
manufacture  the  electricity  in   bulk  far 
more  cheaply  than  if  the  company  were 
restricted  in  the  site  of  their  plant.  There 
would  also    be  far   fewer  establishment 
expenses  than  if  each  of  the  129  districts 
1  had  a  separate  station.     A  very  important 
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point  was  that  by  distributing  over  a  large 
trea  the  maximum  and  the  minimum 
demands  were  very  much  more  uniform, 
with  the  result  that  a  large  enterprise 
could  afford  to  sell  more  cheaply  than 
where  the  maximum  and  the  minimum 
demands  were  restricted  to  fewer  hours 
per  day.  In  a  large  central  establishment 
there  would  be  a  demand  for  power  by 
day  and  for  light  at  night,  so  that 
the  machinery  would  be  working 
probably  for  about  twenty  hours  out  of 
the  twenty-four,  instead  of  four  or  five 
hours,  as  was  generally  the  case  in  an 
ordinary  municipal  plant.  This  was  not 
a  question  of  theory,  but  of  fact.  In  the 
case  of  Cardiff,  a  12*50  horse-power  plant 
was  necessary  in  order  to  supply  a  maxi- 
mum short  demand  of  80  horse-power. 
America  was  100  years  ahead  of  this 
country  in  the  question  of  electricity. 
From  the  city  of  Detroit  one  could  travel 
for  twenty  miles  round  the  city  for  ten 
cents  on  an  electric  tramcar  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour.  There  was  the 
great  electrical  plant  at  Niagara,  distri- 
buting electrical  energy  for  a  radius  of 
about  forty  miles.  All  this  was  done  by 
private  enterprise,  with  the  result  that 
these  districts  and  others  like  them  in 
America  had  improved  enormously  with 
regard  to  industrial  enterprise  and  general 
prosperity.  Large  consumers  there  were 
charged  |d.  per  unit,  for  their  electricity, 
while  tho  average  to  all  consumers  was 
£d.  per  unit,  while  in  Manchester  5d.  per 
unit  was  charged  for  lighting,  ljd.  per 
unit  for  power,  and  2d.  for  the  public 
lighting.  The  average  amount  charged 
by  private  enterprise  in  America,  Ger- 
many, and  Switzerland  was  one-third  the 
lowest  English  price,  and  yet  the  Man- 
chester Corporation  were  using  the  money 
of  the  ratepayers  to  oppose  the  introduc- 
tion of  somewhat  similar  terras  in  this 
country.  There  were  no  compulsory 
powers  sought  in  the  Bill,  except  that  of 
going  through  a  non-consenting  district 
in  order  to  reach  a  consenting  district  on 
the  other  side.  That  objection  had  been 
run  for  just  about  as  much  as  it  was 
worth.  Somebody  must  tear  up  the 
streets  if  the  public  were  to  have  cheap 
electricity,  and  the  power  was  safe- 
guarded in  the  Bill  to  an  extreme 
point.  The  non-consenting  district  could 
prescribe  the  route,  or  they  could  do 
the  work  in  their  own  way  and 
make  the  company  pay  for  it.  "Was  it 
reasonable,  if  a  district  desired  to  obtain 
Mr.  Mori'Kurr. 


cheap  electricity  from  a  central  authority, 
that  it  should  be  deprived  of  that  advan- 
tage because  a  non-consenting  district 
declined  to  have  its  streets  torn  apt  If 
the  spread  of  cheap  electricity  was  to  b 
opposed  in  this  manner  the  people  of 
England  might  as  well  give  up  all  idea  of 
any  improvement  in  the  country's  out 
;  mercial  prosperity.  The  promoters  ww 
j  prepared  to  accept  any  form  of  words  to 
I  safeguard  the  local  authorities  to  tkf 
|  greatest  possible  extent,  and  the  scale  of 
I  charges  was  fixed  in  the  Bill  if 
to  the  amount  of  dividend,  this  wail 
question  of  supplying  electricity  cheaply 
and  if  the  promoters  did  not  succeed  ther 
object  had  failed.  If,  however,  they 
succeeded,  surely  no  one  would  grudpi 
them  anything  up  to  10  per  cenii 
All  profits  over  10  per  cent,  were  to 
be  shared  with  the  consumers.  Bj 
safeguarding  clauses  were  introduced— j 
and  they  had  been  introduced— that! 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  principle flf 
the  Bill  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  tool^j 
authorities.  [The  hon.  Member  h» 
read  several  letters  to  this  effect.]  Tie 
municipal  corporation  in  their  oppoaitioa 
to  the  Bill  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  rep- 
sent  public  opinion  in  their  districts* 
They  represented  merely  themselves 
and  their  officials,  and  he  thoogkt 
they  were  very  misguided  in  their  opgo- 
sition.  The  promoters  of  the  M 
had  received  a  letter  from  a  solicitor 
representing  the  Preston  county  counci 
to  the  effect  that  if  certain  clansei 
protecting  the  property  of  the  county 
were  inserted  the  council  would  not  pre* 
its  opposition.  All  that  the  local  authori- 
ties wanted  were  protective  clauses.  He 
would  wish  to  call  attention  to  tat 
work  which  the  Manchester  Cor- 
poration, who  were  leading  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill,  were  doing  in  cosr 
nection  with  the  supplying  of  electri- 
city. They  obtained  their  order  ten  yens 
ago,  and  up  to  last  March  they  had  only 
supplied  2,570  customers  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  500,000.  They  had  lately  msdo 
contracts  to  supply  the  adjoining  district!, 
and  they  were  in  this  dilemma :  if  thef 
were  to  succeed  in  maintaining  their  mono- 
poly of  the  supply  of  electricity  they  would 
at  their  present  rate  of  progress  either 
have  to  supply  these  outside  districts  sod 
keep  their  own  customers  waiting  or  the/ 
would  have  to  supply  their  own  area  and_ 
neglect  the  outside  districts.  The  hon.; 
Member  who  seconded  the  rejection  of 
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ill  stated  that  the  cost  of  production 
nch  ester  was  1  Jd.  per  unit.  His  infor- 
n,  however,  was  that  it  was  1  £d.,  but 
igure  excluded  the  three  important 
of  depreciation,  sinking  fund,  and 
jst  on  loans.  These  three  items 
sented  another  Ud.,  making  the  cost 
wit  3d.  He  did  not  suppose  that 
ion.  Member  had  any  intention,  of 
ading  the  House,  but  to  state  that 
was  the  cost  per  unit  was  very  mis- 
lg  indeed. 

t  J.  T.  WOODHOUSE  asked  if  the 
Member  suggested  that  1£<L  was 
>rrect. 

lSETON-KARR:  Certainly, 

\  J.  T.  WOODHOUSE  said  he  had 
[formation  from  the  chairman  of  the 
ihester  Electric  Lighting  Committee, 
he  thought,  would  not  make  an 
orate  statement,  and  who  stated 
the  profits  amounted  to  £26,000 
charging  l£d.  per  unit. 

*.  SETON-KARR  said  the  hon. 
ber  had  left  out  half  the  story.  He 
>mitted  the  three  important  items  of 
ttiation,  sinking  fund,  and  interest 
ana  on  the  debit  side  of  the  account, 
commercial  basis  the  cost  was  3d. 
init  when  these  items  were  taken  into 
int.  Manchester  supplied  its  large 
imere  at  about  half  the  price  charged 
lall  customers.  Such  a  system  could 
be  commercially  sound,  and  he  sub- 
Hi  that  the  corporation)  perpetrated — 
jed  the  word  in  no  offensive  sense 
fraud  on  the  small  customers  because 
had  to  pay  the  difference  between 
two  charges.  The  corporation  of 
Chester  were  using  the  money  of  the 
layers — in  perfect  good  faith,  no 
t,  from  their  own  point  of  view — to 
atuate  a  system  which  was  really 
ng  a  bounty  on  their  electric  supply, 
entured  to  think  that  the  opposition 
le  Bill  was  really  opposition  on  the 
of  those  who  were  in  favour  of  muni- 
trading  as  against  private  enterprise. 
ras  one  of  those  who  were  hostile  to 
cipal  trading  except  within  certain 
s.  He  considered  it  a  principle  most 
erous  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
try  that  municipalities  should  be 
red  to  go  outside  their  proper  pro- 
j.  They  might  just  as  well  try  to 
late  railways  or  factories  as  try  to 


stop  the  development  of  electrical  pro- 
duction.     They  had    done    nothing    to 
promote  it  in  the  past,  they  would  do 
nothing  in  the  future,  and  it  should  be 
left  to  private  enterprise.     He  thought 
that  the  House  would   now  understand 
why  he,  the  representative  of  a  Lanca- 
shire borough,  was   strongly  supporting 
the  Bill,  ana  he  was  not  afraid  of  his 
action  as   far  as  his  constituents  were 
concerned.     He  had  unlimited  faith  in 
their    intelligence.      In    conclusion    he 
would     remind     the    House     of     the 
enormous  advantage  of  cheap  electricity 
to    the    country.      They  could  seldom 
take  up  a  paper  without  reading  of  an 
accident  caused  by  a  paraffin  lamp,  but 
with  cheap  electricity  all  over  the  country 
those  accidents  would  be  avoided.    Again, 
manufacturers  would  have  a  wider  choice 
in  the  selection  of  sites  for  factories,  which 
was  now  restricted  by  the  proximity  of 
coal  mines,  railway  facilities,  and  other 
reasons*     But   with    electricity    cheaply 
transferred  they  would  have  a  wider  area 
to  select  from.     Further,  manufacturers 
would  save  a   considerable  part  of  the 
money  now  spent  on  coal.     He  believed 
that  in  the  case  of  long-distance  freight 
75  pes  cent  of   that  money  was   spent 
on  carriage  alone.     The  railways  did  not 
want  the  coal  traffic ;  they  would  prefer 
to  carry  manufacturedgoods  produced  by 
electricity.  Finally,  he  put  it  to  the  Labour 
Members  of  the  House — the  hon.  Members 
who  said  they  represented  the  working  men 
of  the  country — a  statement  he  did  not 
accept — that  the  question  was  of  enormous 
importance  to  the  working  classes,,  who 
were  at  present  handicapped  by  the  severe 
competition  of  America  and  the  Continent, 
where  they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  cheap 
electrical  power.    He  earnestly  trusted  the 
House  would  pass  the  Second  Reading. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  of  enormous 
importance  to  the   country,   and   to  its 
industrial  prosperity,  and  the  opposition 
to  it  on  the  part  of  municipalities  did  not 
represent  public  opiiuon  or  public  interest, 
at  any  rate  in  his  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
he  would  remind  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  spoken  that  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration of  the  town  he  represented  were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  Bill  he  was 
supporting,  and  while  he  accepted  the 
hon.  Member  as  the  representative  of 
political  opinion  in  St.  Helens,  he  would 
prefer  the  opinion  of    the   mayor  and 
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corporation  on  municipal  matters.  The 
point  involved  in  the  Bill  was  very  simple 
and  did  not  need  elaborate  arguments. 
The  broad  principle  underlying  the  Bill 
was  that  it  could  prevent  a  small  com- 
munity supplying  its  own  electric  power. 
A  more  selfish  proposal  had  never  been 
made  to  the  House.  It  also  practically 
proposed  to  repeal  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1882.  Electric  lighting  was  in  its 
infancy,  but  in  the  near  future  many 
urban  authorities,  who  at  the  present 
time  had  not  had  the  opportunity,  would 
naturally  wish  to  supply  their  own  elec- 
tricity. The  Bill  is  not  a  philanthropic 
measure,  but  the  venture  of  a  body  of 
private  persons  for  the  sake  of  gain.  It 
was  a  sort  of  Chartered  Company  scheme 
by  which  the  promoters  saw  a  grand 
opportunity  to  obtain  certain  rights  which 
at  present  belong  to  other  people,  and  if 
the  Bill  were  to  be  passed  the  small 
municipalities  of  the  country  would  be 
handed  over  to  the  hands  of  persons 
whose  only  idea  was  to  accumulate  vast 
fortunes  out  of  the  necessities  of  the 
people.  Under  these  circumstances,  ho 
strongly  opposed  the  Bill.  He  contended 
that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  hand 
over  powers  such  as  were  asked  for  by 
the  promoters  to  any  public  company, 
the  only  object  of  which  was  to  make 
profits  for  its  shareholders,  and  he  urged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  consider  the 
matter  from  the  point  of  view  now  sug- 
gested. If  he  did,  he  would  infallibly 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  community  at  large. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  Before  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  addresses  the 
House,  I  would  ask  leave  to  offer  some 
observations  to  his  consideration  which 
apply  to  the  whole  of  this  group  of  Bills. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  intend  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  Lancashire's  interest,  in  which 
I  have  no  right  to  intervene,  but  I  think 
that  the  House  must  be  aware  that  in 
dealing  with  all  these  Bills  it  is  dealing 
with  a  very  great  question.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  one  part  of  the  country  or 
another.  I  do  not  altogether  share  my 
hon.  friend's  objections  to  great  enterprises 
being  carried  on  through  private  sources. 
That  was  a  question  which  occupied 
fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  the  attention  of 
this  conn  try,  and  that  wa.^  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  JJnt(tf//t  ///>/. 


the  commencement  of  the  great  railway 
interest.     That  question  was  decided  by 
the   wisdom  of  the  great  statesman,  Sir 
Robert  Peel.     We  know  that  Sir  Robert 
Peel  was  much  attacked  at  that  time  for 
throwing  the  railway  enterprise  of  this 
country    into    private   hands,    and    not 
adopting  the  system  so  largely  followed 
on  the  Continent.     I  look  forward  to  this 
question  of  electricity  and  electric  supply 
as  the  great  question  of  the  future,  and  it 
is  from  that  point  of  view  that  I  wish  to 
refer  to  the  subject.     If  this  company  it 
prepared  upon  proper  conditions  to  supply 
electricity  to  any  part  of  the  country,  I 
am  not  opposed  to  that.     No  man  can  ay 
to-day  what  part  electricity  may  not  play 
in  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  that  is* 
point  which  the  House  of  Commons  should 
keep   in   view.     But   what  are  the  con- 
ditions  which  , ought  to    be    imposed? 
What  was  the  policy  which  was  pursued 
with  regard  to  the   railway  companies  1 
Parliament  did   not  leave   it  altogether 
to      particular      promoters      of     Bills. 
Parliament    did    not    leave    it    to   the 
discretion     of      individual    Committees. 
They   placed   the  whole  of    that  great 
enterprise,    upon    which    more    than  a 
thousand  millions  of  private  money  has 
been  expended,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of 
the    country — a   sum    larger    than  the 
National  Debt,  and  now  paying  interest 
at  least  of   4  per  cent.,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  investments   for  the   savings  of 
the   country — under  general  legislation. 
I  think  that  a  model  which  we  ought  to 
follow  in  this  instance.     But  what  was 
the  method   which  Parliament  in  those 
days  adopted  in  dealing   with  the  nil- 
ways  ?     They   did   not  allow  particular 
promoters  to  take  their  chance  in  indi- 
vidual   Committees.     They  placed   the 
whole  of  that  great  enterprise,  as  I  have 
said,  under  general  legislation  ;  that  was 
carried  out  by  the  Land  Clauses  Act  and    i 
the  Railway  Clauses  Act.     I  approve  of 
that   course.     If  you  have  a  company 
coming  and   proposing    matters  of  this 
kind,  in  my  opinion  you  ought  very  care- 
fully to  consider  the  matter,  and  not  to 
compromise  a  great  question  like  this 
without  full  consideration.      You  ought 
to  have  some  principle  laid  down  which 
should  govern  all  cases  which  cannot  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  Private  Bill  Com- 
mittees.     I   have    a    great   respect  for 
Committees.     In  former  days  I  had  son* 
experience  of   Private  Bill   Committee*, 
and  I  would  like  to  say  that  in  dealing 
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with  a  question  of  this  kind  it  ought  not 
to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  a  particular 
Private  Bill  Committee  except  under 
those  safeguards  to  which  all  railway  pro- 
moters are  liable.  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  spoken,  with  the  ability  he  always 
shows,  in  support  of  this  proposal,  referred 
to  the  giving  of  the  electric  light  to  rural 
districts.  I  wish  one  of  these  companies 
would  come  into  Hampshire  and  light  the 
villages  and  my  own  house  with  elec- 
tricity at  a  penny  farthing,  or  whatever 
the  price  is  to  be.  If  that  were  done  I 
should  be  delighted.  But  I  do  not  feel 
absolute  security.  I  have  read  a  pam- 
phlet in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  pro- 
moters would  go  into  places  which  had 
already  an  electric  supply,  provided  that 
the  company  did  not  supply  electricity, 
except  to  wholesale  consumers,  within 
the  district  of  any  local  authority  already 
authorised  by  a  Provisional  Order  or  Act 
of  Parliament  to  furnish  such  a  supply. 
They  would  go  in  and  take  the  plums  out  of 
the  pudding  and  leave  the  currants.  They 
said  that  they  reserved  the  right  to  deal 
directly  in  the  case  of  a  trader  using  a 
large  quantity  of  electricity,  and  that  it 
was  in  the  public  interest  to  do  so,  and, 
further,  they  gave  to  the  local  authority  in 
every  case  the  duty  of  carrying  the  mains. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR:  That  does  not 
apply  to  the  Bill  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  referring  to  some  other 
Bill,  probably  the  South  Wales  Bill. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  do 
not  desire  to  speak  on  any  particular  Bill. 
I  wish  to  speak  on  the  general  conditions, 
And  that  is  why  I  referred  to  the  Lands 
Clauses  Bill.  There  should  be  in  every 
Bill  a  condition  that  where  a  district  is 
passed  through,  especially  when  whole 
counties  are  taken,  it  should  be  obligatory 
to  give  a  supply  wherever  it  is  demanded. 
This  is  a  condition  which  ought  not  to  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  a  Private  Bill 
Committee.  There  ought  to  be  general 
conditions  applying  to  all  Bills,  as  was 
the  case  with  reference  to  the  railway 
interest.  There  ought  also  to  be  a  con- 
dition that  the  money  to  be  supplied 
should  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  taken.  If  you  find  a  condition 
in  a  private  Bill  such  as  obviously  cannot, 
under  any  circumstances,  meet  the  wants 
of  the  district  covered   by  the  Bill,  (i 


course  it  will  mean  that  the  most  favour 
able  part  of  the  district  will  be  taken,  and 
on  which  the  money  will  be  expended. 
I  do  not  wish  to  refer  particularly  to  any 
other  Bill,  but  if  you  take  the  control  for 
five  years  over  two  counties,  and  if  all 
you  are  obliged  to  expend  in  five  years  is 
£50,000,  you  hang  up  the  whole  enter- 
prise of  that  district  during  that  period, 
while,  in  fact,  the  money  you  are  obliged 
to  spend  would  be  only  sufficient  for  one 
big  town.  That  is  an  example  of  why  it 
is  necessary  that  you  should  have  con- 
ditions which  are  general  applying  to  all 
Bills,  on  the  principle  on  which  you  acted 
in  reference  to  the  railway  interest  of  the 
country.  Why,  I  ask,  are  these  Bills 
brought  forward  as  private  Bills,  inde- 
pendently of  the  general  legislation  which 
already  exists  ?  In  the  Aot  passed  by 
Parliament  upon  this  subject  there  is 
a  condition  that  no  company  shall  come 
unless  with  the  consent  of  the  local 
district.  That  is  the  Act  of  1888.  The 
consent  of  the  local  authority  is  required 
for  a  Provisional  Order.  If,  therefore, 
the  promoters  had  come  for  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  general  law,  as,  in  my 
opinion  they  ought  to  have  done,  they 
would  have  been  obliged  to  consult  the 
interests  of  the  local  authorities.  That  is 
the  general  law,  and  it  does  not  apply 
only  to  places  already  supplied  with  elec- 
tricity, but  to  places  which  are  not  sup- 
plied with  electricity.  That  being  so,  this 
isamethod  of  evading  the  general  law  which 
Parliament  has  passed  in  order  to  send  to 
a  Committee  upstairs  a  Bill  promoting  a 
private  enterprise  which  may  defeat  this 
provision  of  the  general  law.  I  do  not 
think  this  is  a  wise  course  to  take  ;  it  is 
contrary  to  public  policy,  and  to  the 
policy  which  has  been  hitherto  pursued. 
The  great  railway  interest,  which  is  cer- 
tainly as  important  as  this  interest,  is 
governed,  so  far  as  the  principles  to  be 
applied  are  concerned,  by  general  legisla- 
tion. I  am  quite  sure  that  this  matter 
has  not  been  sufficiently  matured  and 
considered.  I  say  most  emphatically  that 
I  am  not  against  the  principle  of  this  or 
any  of  the  Bills  of  a  like  nature.  I  think 
there  is  room  and  great  necessity  for  the 
employment  of  capital  in  this  country, 
which  at  present  receives  a  very  low  rate 
of  interest,  and  a  great  deal  of  which 
goes  abroad  and  is  lost.  I  am,  therefore, 
not  arguing  in  favour  of  diminishing  the 
employment  of  capital  in  this  country; 
still   less   am   I   against  the  principle  of 
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giving  such  a  supply  as  that  of  electricity 
to  all  the  cottages  and  villages  of  England. 
But  I  should  Tike  to  have  some  security 
that  when  the  capital  is  supplied  the 
cottages  will  get  the  light.  I  am  not 
spealung  at  this  moment  so  much 
in  the  interests  of  the  great  towns, 
which  may  look  after  themselves,  or  the 
great  manufactures,  which  have  the  means 
of  supplying  themselves ;  but  if  these 
great  monopolies  are  to  be  granted — and 
this  is  a  gigantic  monopoly — let  them  be 
beneficial  monopolies  governed  by  the 
general  law  and  by  a  mature  policy  con- 
sidered by  Parliament.  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  speak  not  upon  any  particu- 
lar Bill,  but  upon  the  policy  which  ought 
to  govern  all  the  legislation  in  reference 
to  this  great  industry.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  these  Bills  were 
not  proceeded  with  this  year,  but  were 
brought  forward  next  year  after  there  has 
been  time  for  the  Government  to  con- 
sider these  matters.  We  ought  not  to 
send  these  Bills — which,  after  all,  will 
establish  precedents  governing  the  future 
— haphazard  to  Private  Bill  Committees ; 
we  ought  to  take  a  wide  and  statesmanlike 
view  of  the  whole  of  the  future  of  the 
electrical  supply  of  the  country,  a  course 
similar  to  that  taken  by  Sir  Robert  Peel 
in  1840.  We  would  thus  be  able  to  deal 
with  this  important  question  on  general 
principles.  1  shall  vote  against  the  Bills, 
with  the  desire  that  they  may  afterwards 
be  dealt  with  maturely  and  considerately 
by  the  Government  and  the  House. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  very  truly  that  the 
question  which  the  House  has  to  decide 
is  a  very  important  one,  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  important  ones  that  have  come 
before  the  House  by  means  of  a  private 
Bill  for  a  great  many  years.  I  hope  the 
House  will  give  its  attention  to  the  very 
important  considerations  in  this  case 
before  they  decide  to  reject  on  the 
Second  Reading  a  Bill  that  is  fraught 
with  so  many  possibilities.  It  is  true,  I 
think,  that  the  electrical  enterprise  of  this 
country  is  in  an  exceedingly  backward 
condition ;  it  is  inferior  with  regard  to 
light,  and  certainly  with  regard  to 
t  le  conveyance  of  power,  to  many 
European  countries,  and  it  is  greatly 
inferior  to  North  America  and 
Canada.  It  may  almost  be  said  that 
there  are  villages  in  North  America 
which  are  in  possession  of  advantages  in 
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connection  with  electricity  which  some  of 
our  largest  towns  do  not  possess.  It  can- 
not be  doubted  that  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  something  to  be  done.  At 
present  electric  light  matters  are  governed 
largely  by  the  legislation  of  1682,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  this 
Bill  is  largely  in  opposition  to  many  of 
the  enactments  in  the  Act  of  1882.  If  no 
other  charge  or  argument  could  be  brought 
against  this  proposal  the  arguments  of  the 
opponents  of  this  Bill  would  indeed  be 
weak.  It  must  be  remembered  that  it 
was  the  Act  of  1882  which  more  than 
anything  else  had  delayed  and  hampered 
the  developments  of  electrical  supply,  and 
in  so  far  as  this  Bill  departs  from  that  Act 
I  think  its  departure  is  amply  justified  by 
the  condition  of  things  at  present  existing 
in  the  electrical  world. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM   HARCOURT :  I  was 
speaking  of  the  Act  of  1888. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  was  referring  to  a 
speech  made  by  another  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
after  having  acknowledged  the  desirability 
of  legislation  and  the  drawbacks  of  the 
existing  condition  of  things,  made  a 
speech  which  was,  I  think,  based  very 
largely  upon  another  Bill.  When  his 
attention  was  drawn  to  this  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  endeavoured  to  bring  his  re- 
marks into  harmony  with  any  one  of 
these  Bills,  but  still  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman's  argument  did  refer  to  powers 
which  are  not  asked  for  in  this  BilL  The 
Bill  does  not  enable  the  promoters  to  dis- 
tribute electric  energy  m  bulk  without 
the  consent  of  the  local  authority,  or,  if 
it  does,  I  have  an  assurance  from  the 
promoters  to  the  effect  that  they  will 
undertake  to  agree  to  an  Amendment  in 
Committee  which  would  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  they  do  not  ask  for  the 
power  to  distribute  even  in  bulk  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  local  authority. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  this  Bill 
proposes  to  take  out  the  plums  and  leave 
the  currants  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
are  no  plums  taken  out.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that,  after  they  get 
the  Bill,  there  is  nothing  to  compel  them 
to  give  electrical  energy  even  in  bulk, 
and  that  cottages  in  rural  districts  might 
be  left  without  the  electric  light  because 
there  was  no  power  of  enforcement.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  think,  is  wrong  in 
that  statement,  because  Section  38  of  the 
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Bill  says  that  the  company  shall,  upon 
being  required  to  do  so  by  any  local 
authority,  give  and  continue  to  give  to 
such  authority  a  supply  of  energy  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  that  stated  in  the 
schedule  for  a  supply  in  bulk,  and  shall 
furnish  and  lay  such  mains  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  supply. 


♦Sir  WILLIAM   HARCOUKT: 
words  are  in  "  bulk." 


The 


♦Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Yes,  but  I  would  point 
out  to  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
energy  is  to  be  given  in  bulk  to  local 
authorities  in  order  that  they  may  dis- 
tribute it.  It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of 
the  Bill  that  local  authorities  which  would 
never  dream  of  setting  up  their  own 
supply,  and  could  not  afford  to  do  so,  can 
come  to  the  company  and  say  they 
wanted  a  supply  of  energy  in  bulk  suffi- 
cient to  enable  them  to  distribute  it  among 
all  the  people  in  a  particular  district. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  explain  what 
the  local  authority  would  be  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  district  council 
or  the  municipality — they  would  be  the 
only  two  local  authorities  which  would 
be  entitled  to  undertake  such  a  work. 

•Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Not 
the  parish  council,  I  presume  1 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  No.  Their  powers 
are  extremely  limited,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  often  make  use  of  such  as  they  have. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
the  company  could  pick  and  choose  where 
they  would  go— that  they  could  take  the 
profitable  and  leave  the  unprofitable  dis- 
tricts ;  but  they  are  bound  to  supply  to  any 
local  authority  within  their  area  such 
electric  energy  as  the  local  authority  may 
reauire,  either  for  manufacturing  or 
lighting  purposes.  In  my  opinion  the 
promoters  have  pursued  the  right  course 
in  bringing  forward  this  Bill,  and  I  ask 
the  House  to  allow  it  to  go  to  a  Com- 
mittee where  it  may  be  thoroughly  ex- 
amined. In  order  to  make  quite  sure 
that  the  only  power  asked  for  in  the  Bill, 
so  far  as  the  local  authorities  are  con- 
cerned, was  the  power  of  passing  through  • 
the  streets,  and  that  there  was  no  inten- 
tion to  "  invade  "  any  local  area,  the  pro- 
moters have  given  me  the  following 
written  assurance — 

•*  The  promoters  wish  it  to  be  clearly  under- 


stood that  they  are  not  asking  for  any  power 
to  distribute  electricity  in  any  borough  or 
district  except  with  the  consent  of  the  local 
authority  concerned,  and  that  they  will  agree 
to  any  amendment  to  Clause  36  which  may  be 
necessary  to  make  this  perfectly  clear.  The 
promoters  are  also  prepared  to  insert  a  provi- 
sion in  the  Bill  to  the  effect  that,whether  in  hulk 
or  otherwise,  they  shall  only  supply  electricity 
in  those  boroughs  or  districts  for  which  Provi- 
sional Orders  or  other  statutory  powers  have 
been  obtained." 

I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  go  any 
further  than  these  gentlemen  propose  to 
go.  Whether  the  House  of  Commons 
thinks  it  is  desirable  or  not  to  insert  any 
Provisional  Orders  in  this  Bill  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  but  if  any  safeguards  of 
that  kind  are  required,  the  promoters,  I 
am  sure,  would  not  object.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  make  electricity,  for 
lighting,  and  especially  for  power,  to 
make  it  popular,  and  to  make  it  cheap 
through  the  whole  of  the  district  affected. 
I  am  as  jealous  of  the  rights  of  munici- 
palities as  any  one,  but  I  think  it  is  push- 
ing the  matter  too  far  when  with  one 
accord  municipalities — many  of  which 
have  no  concern  in  the  matter — object  to 
such  a  small  interference  as  is  here  pro- 
posed. If,  in  the  case  of  three  adjoining 
districts,  A  and  C  want  electrical  energy 
for  power  or  light,  it  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion that  B  should  block  the  way  and 
prevent  A  and  C  from  obtaining  it.  In 
my  opinion  that  would  be  distinctly  con- 
trary to  public  interest,  and  it  is  only 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  to  the  public 
interest  that  this  enterprise  should  suc- 
ceed that  I  desire  to  impress  upon  the 
House  the  grave  considerations  involved 
before  they  reject  the  Bill.  What  is  the 
proposed  interference  with  the  streets  ? 
The  local  authority  might  dictate  to  the 
company  the  route  which  the  cable  should 
take,  and  might  itself  open  up  the  streets 
and  lay  the  cable,  charging  the  company 
with  the  whole  cost  of  the  work.  There- 
fore the  local  authority  would  maintain 
in  a  very  large  sense  the  control  of  its 
own  streets. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH 
(Manchester,  N.W.):  Might  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  a  provi- 
sion to  that  effect  is  already  in  the  Bill  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  believe  that  pro- 
vision is  in  the  Bill,  and  if  it  is  not  it 
ought  to  be.  I  cannot  admit  that  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  will  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  damaged    by  the   bill, 
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except  in  so  far  as  the  cable  goes  through 
their  streets ;  and  there  is  certainly  no 
power  given  to  the  company  to  compete 
with  the  municipalities  in  the  supply  of 
electrical  energy  unless  the  local  authori- 
ties desire  them  to  do  so.  On  all  these 
grounds  I  think  it  would  be  a  mistake  if 
the  House  refuses  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go 
to  a  Committee. 

♦Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington)  sug- 
gested that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to 
a  Hybrid  Committee  rather  than  to  a 
Select  Committee,  so  that  they  would 
have  some  guarantee  that  the  matter 
would  be  dealt  with  from  a  broad  point  of 
view  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.     He 

Ejinted  out  that  this  was  not  an  Electric 
ighting  Bill,  and  that  the  clauses  would 
be  so  framed  as  to  conform  to  some  model 
plan  for  future  cases.  It  was  primarily 
and  mainly  a  Power  Bill,  a  Bill  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  power  to  be 
supplied  in  bulk  to  the  few  people  able  to 
take  it.  There  was  no  guarantee  that  in 
the  near  future  municipalities  would 
supply  such  power,  or  express  any 
wish  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
Indeed,  the  supply  of  a  comparatively 
restricted  class  seemed  hardly  to  form 
part  of  their  duties.  They  had  been 
asked  what  public  interest  was  involvecL 
He  thought  a  very  great  public  interest 
was  involved.  Our  commercial  supremacy 
was  being  challenged  abroad  in  the 
development  of  electric  plant  and  power, 
and  he  felt  that  when  Parliament  was 
called  upon  to  take  a  step  waich  would  be 
the  beginning  of  the  development  of  a  new 
industry  they  should  not  interpose  an 
obstacle  unthinkingly. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucestershire,  Stroud) 
said  that  the  Joint  Committee  of  1898 
reported  that  a  Bill  in  this  form  might 
and  ought  to  be  passed,  and  if  passed  in 
this  form  it  would  no*  infringe  any  rights 
vested  in  the  local  authorities  either  under 
the  Act  of  1882  or  that  of  1888.  The 
Committee  added  that  if  the  right  of 
veto,  which  was  now  claimed  by  local 
authorities,  was  to  be  insisted  upon,  all 
future  development  of  electrical  energy, 
and  more  particularly  of  electrical  power, 
in  this  country  must  almost  necessarily 
be  stopped.  Everyone  knew  that  in  the 
rise  of  foreign  competition  electrical 
power  was  having  the  greatest  weight  as 
against  the  industrial  development  of  this 
country.  If  the  House  refused  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  they  would 
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do  what  they  could  to  strangle  one  of  the 
most  important  industries  which  required 
development.  Personally,  he  would 
prefer  the  Bill  to  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  which  was  a  judicial  body, 
rather  than  to  a  Hybrid  Committee,  which 
was  composed  of  partizans,  and,  therefore, 
as  bad  a  tribunal  as  they  could  possibly 
have. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :    I  only 
desire     to    say    a    few    words   on    this 
subject.     There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
of  all  the  manufacturing  countries  of  the 
world  we  are  nearly  at  the  bottom  in  the 
matter  of  electrical  supply,  and  not  only 
is     that    an     injury     to     the     amount 
and      the     cost     of     production,    but 
it    also    affects    the     prosperity   of   all 
industries    connected     with     electricity: 
electrical  machinery,  for  instance,  having 
to  be  imported  instead  of  being  manu- 
factured in   this   country.      The  matter 
raised  by  the  Bill  is  therefore  of  urgency. 
Again,    we    are    all     anxious    to    have 
industries  established  as  much  as  possible 
away  from  the  great  centres  of  popula- 
tion,    and    that     can     only     be    done 
by  encouraging  undertakings  like  those 
proposed    to    be    set    up    by    the  Bill. 
1  think,  therefore,  there  is  a  strong  case 
for  this.     The  Committee  which  sat  two 
years  ago,  and  which  made  a  report  on 
this  subject,  distinctly  contemplated  the 
bringing  in  of  a  Bill   of  this   kind.    It 
dealt  with  the  matter  and  indicated  the 
general  lines  on  which   they   thought  it 
should   proceed.      A    great  deal  of  the 
general  legislation  with  regard  to  railway* 
has   been  posterior   to  the  passing  of  a 
number  of  Railway  Bills.     The  House  has 
been  continually  increasing  the  control  of 
the  administrative  department  over  rail- 
ways, and  a  great  many  points  in  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  controls  railways  were 
not  introduced  into  the  earlier  Bills,  but 
were  the  result  of  subsequent  legislation. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  us,  at  this 
early   stage  of   electrical   legislation,  to 
foresee  all  the  general  powers  it  will  be 
possible    for    us  to  introduce  into  Bills 
dealing  with  electric  lighting  and  electric 
power.     We  do  not  part  with  our  powers 
of  controlling  the  industry  in  future.    It 
has  been  distinctly  stated  by  the  Presided 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the  companies 
do  not   propose    to    compete  with  the 
municipalities.     If  that  is  not  sufficiently 
clear,    a    clause    can   be  introduced  w 
make     it      clear.      I     think,   therefore 
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that  the  municipalities  ought  not  to 
object  to  the  Bill  in  toto,  but  should 
confine  their  efforts  to  securing  the  in- 
sertion in  Committee  of  such  provisions 
as  may  be  necessary.  In  one  form  or 
another,  what  we  want  is  a  very  strong 
Committee.  Whether  a  Committee  of  the 
House,  a  large  Select  Committee,  or  a 
so-called  Hybrid  Committee  is  best  to 
effect  tho  purpose  is  a  question  which 
ought  to  be  considered  before  it  is 
appointed.  But  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  possible  for  the  House  to  allow  a  Bill 
of  this  importance  to  go  to  one  of  the 
ordinary  small  Committees.  I  think, 
moreover,  the  Board  of  Trade  ought  to 
give  an  exceptional  amount  of  assistance 
to  any  Committee  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  any  Committee  dealing  with 
it  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  has 
had  experience  in  the  working  of 
Electrical  Supply  Acts.  If  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  Committee  to  which  the 
Bills  go  does  not  sufficiently  meet  the 
objections  taken  by  the  municipalities,  or 
those  taken  by  us  on  grounds  of  public 
policy,  we  shall  have  a  right  to  amend  or 
throw  over  the  Bills  when  they  come  up 
for  Third  Reading. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  these  Bills 
ought  not  to  be  sent  to  an  ordinary  Private 
Bill  Committee.  The  constitution  of  the 
Committee  is  a  matter  for  future  con- 
sideration, but  it  ought  to  be  a  strong 
Committee,  whose  decisions  will  carry 
weight. 

♦Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington, 
S.)  asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  there  was  a  provision  in 
the  Bill,  or  in  the  incorporated  statutes, 
enabling  the  local  authorities  to  do  the 
through-main  work,  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  would  get  that  provision  inserted. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  believe  there  is  no 
such  clause  in  this  Bill.  In  another  com- 
pany's Bill  there  is  a  very  clear  clause  to 
that  effect.  It  is  clear  to  me  that  some 
clause  giving  to  local  authorities  power 
over  their  own  streets  in  the  matter  of 
through  cable  work  ought  to  be  inserted. 

*Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  asked 
whether  the  written  undertaking  of  the 
Lancashire  promoters  to  do  nothing  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  local  authorities 


would  also  apply  to  the  South  Wales  Bill, 
whi<3h,  in  its  present  form,  empowered  the 
promoters  to  supply  wholesale  customers, 
that  is  to  say,  to  pick  the  plums  out  of 
the  pudding,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
local  authorities. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Unless  the  promoters 
of  these  Bills  are  willing  to  accept  a  pro- 
vision of  that  kind  I  should  not  myself  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY:  There  are  four 
Bills.  Do  I  understand  that  all  these 
Bills  are  to  be  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee, and  put  on  the  same  lines  by  that 
Committee,  or  are  we  to  go  on  with  the 
different  principle  involved  in  each  Bill  % 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  hope  the  Members 
connected  with  those  Bills  will  be  content 
with  the  statement  made,  and  will  be 
prepared  to  give  the  House  an  assurance 
that  the  Bills  will  be  all  practically  on 
the  same  lines. 

♦Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  hoped  the  Bills  woula  not  be  sent 
to  a  Hybrid  Committee,  which  he  regarded 
as  a  vicious  tribunal.  What  was  wanted 
was  a  strongly  selected  Committee. 

Sir  J.  DILLWYN  LLEWELYN 
(Swansea  Town)  asked  whether  the  Presi- 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  use 
his  best  endeavours  to  get  the  rights  of 
local  authorities  recognised  in  all  the 
Bills. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Undoubtedly  my  in- 
fluence will  be  directed  to  secure  that  all 
Bills  shall  bo  on  the  same  lines. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare 
E.)  asked  whether  the  arrangement  as  to 
the  Committee  would  extend  to  a  similar 
Bill  dealing  with  Dublin. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  should  be  glad 
to  consult  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
would  show  him  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  T.  WOODHOUSE  hoped  the 
understanding  that  a  Hybrid  Committee 
should  be  adopted  would  be  strictly 
adhered  to. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  what  be 
stated  was  that  the  Bills  ought  not  to  be 
considered  by  the  ordinary  Private  Bill 
Committee,  but  that  the  form  the  Com- 
mittee might  take  would  be  a  matter  for 
consultation  and  consideration. 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  * 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

DURHAM     (COUNTY     OF)     ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

SOUTH   WALES   ELECTRICAL   POWER 
DISTRIBUTION  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

TYNESIDE    ELECTRIC     POWrER    BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LONDON    COUNTY    COUNCIL    (IM- 
PROVEMENTS) BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  desire  to  state  to  the 
House  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
with  reference  to  this  measure.  We 
recognise  that  it  aims  at  a  great  im- 
provement, but  at  the  same  time  there 
are  some  important  Amendments  which 
we  must  insist  on  having  introduced  into 
the  Bill.  One  of  the  Amendments  is  that 
the  whole  space  between  the  proposed 
new  road  and  the  river  should  be  laid 
out  in  continuation  of  the  Victoria 
Tower  Gardens.  There  is  really  no  differ- 
ence in  principle  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  County  Council  as  regards 
the  nature  of  the  Amendments.  The 
County  Council  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  sorry  to  see  the  improve- 
ment scheme  checked,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  object  to  the  Second  Reading, 
but  I  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  ask 
the  House  to  reject  the  Bill  on  the  Third 
Reading  unless  the  Amendments  are 
inserted. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) 
understood  the  spirit  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  dealt  with  the  matter. 
It  had  only  come  before  the  County 
Council  within  the  last  few  days,  other- 
wise they  would  have  been  prepared  with 
a  definite  statement.  He  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  friendly 
attitude  he  had  taken  up  on  the  Bill,  and 
recognised  that  he  had  the  power  of  deal- 
ing with  the  Bill  in  future  stages. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 

HASTINGS    TRAMWAYS    BILL 
(BY   ORDER). 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 


SOUTH 


METROPOLITAN 
(BY  ORDER). 


GAS    BILL 


Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.    LOUGH    (Islington,    W.)    said 
originally  he   opposed   this   Bill  on  the 
same  ground  as  he  opposed  another  gas 
Bill  the  other  day — namely,  that  it  did 
not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  House.     But  the  Bill  as  now  framed 
was  of    a  different  character.      Certain 
portions  of  it  had   been  drawn  up  with 
the  intention  of  carrying  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee.     He  had 
been    met    by    the    promoters    of    the 
Bill  in  a  conciliatory  spirit,  and  he  was 
told  they  were  willing  to  accept  an  In- 
struction of  the  House,  and  would  carry 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  Select 
Committee  so  far  as  they  referred  to  the 
company.  He  was  putting  an  Instruction 
to  that  effect  on  the  Paper,  but  he  was 
told  it  must  stand  over.     For  this  reason 
he  was  not  proceeding  with  the  motion 
that  stood  in  his  name. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WANDSWORTH    AND     PUTNEY   GAS 
BILL   (BY  ORDER). 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ABERDEEN    CORPORATION   TRAM- 
WAYS   BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  Lord  Prorost,  Magis- 
trates, and  Town  Council  of  the  City  and 
Royal  Burgh  of  Aberdeen  to  construct 
additional  tramways,  and  to  make  certain 
street  improvements  in  connection  there- 
with ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

DUBLIN    ELECTRIC    LIGHTING   BlU* 

"  For  incorporating  the  Dublin  Electric 

Lighting  Company,  and  for  empowering 
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hem  to  light  by  electricity  the  City  of 
hiblin  and  the  urban  districts  of  New 
olmainham,  Drumcondra,  Clonliffe  and 
rlasnevin,  and  Clontarf,  in  the  county  of 
hiblin;  and  for  other  purposes, "  read 
be  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

IEWRY,  READY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  For  making  and  maintaining  railways 
q  the  counties  of  Down,  Armagh,  and 
rlonaghan,  to  be  called  the  Newry, 
teady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway ;  and 
or  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
nd  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peti 
ions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Chippin 
Jodbury ;  North  wich  ;  Chatham  ;  am 
'ontypool ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Astley  Pit ; 
Kirkintilloch;  Welch  Whittle;  Giant's 
3all ;  Dunkirk  Pit ;  Renishaw  Park  ; 
?arkfield;  Oldland ;  and  Wellsgreen 
Collieries  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Edinburgh ; 
ind  Tarvin  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTH- 
SHIRE)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Cromer ;  and 
Colchester ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Wishaw ; 
'oatbridge;  and  Kinning  Park;  to  lie 
pon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


^ENING  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 
Heturn  [presented  28th  February]  to  be 
i*itecL     [No.  79.] 

QUEEN    ANNE'S    BOUNTY. 
Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  and 
^counts  of  the  Governors  for  the  year 


1899  [by  Command];    to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Fifty- second  Report 
from  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for 
England,   with  an  Appendix  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  made 
for  the  University  of  London  by  the 
Commissioners  under  the  University  of 
London  Act,  1898  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  80.]  | 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Charges  on  Land,  and  to  matters  con- 
nected therewith."  Land  Charges  Bill 
[Lords]. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Reports  on  Sub- 
jects of  General  and  Commercial  Interest, 
No.  522  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

NAVAL  WORKS. 
Copy  ordered,  "  of  Plan  of  Works  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  out  at  Hong  Kong, 
in  accordance  with  the  Naval  Works  Aot, 
1899  (in  place  of  the  plan  issued  with 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  332,  of  Session 
1897)."— 3/r.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
81.] 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  FROM 
THE  FRONT-THE  RELIEF  OF  LADY- 
SMITH. 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  (York,  N.R., 
Thirsk) :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  has  any  news  from  South 
Africa? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  have  just  received  from  the  War 
Office  a  telegram  which  has  been  sent  to 
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the  Secretary  of  State  from  Sir  Redvers 
Buller.     It  runs  as  follows — 

"  I  have  just  returned  from  Ladysmith.  Ex- 
cept a  small  rear  guard  north  of  Surprise  Hill 
the  whole  of  the  enemy  lately  besieging  it 
htve  retired  in  hot  haste,  and  to  the  south  of 
the  town  the  country  is  quite  clear.  The  gar- 
rison were  on  a  half-pound  of  meal  a  day,  and 
were  supplementing  their  meal  rations  by 
horses  and  mules.  The  men  will  want  a  little 
nursing  before  they  are  fit  for  the  field." 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  May  I 
ask  whether  that  is  the  reason  why  the 
War  Office,  with  their  usual  ingenuity, 
have  had  their  flag  flying  at  half-mast  all 
day? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 


DE  BEERS  COMPANY  —  SUGGESTED 
APPLICATION  OF  PROFITS  FOR 
BENEFIT   OF  TROOPS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
culled  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Rhodes  at  the 
meeting  of  the  De  Beers  Company  on 
24th  February,  stating  that  the  profits  of 
the  Company  for  the  year  ended  in  July 
last  amounted  roughly  to  £2,000,000,  and 
that  they  had  in  Kiraberley  at  present  a 
stock  of  diamonds  valued  at  ,£167,000; 
and  whether  any  portion  of  this  large 
amount  of  property  rescued  by  Her 
Majesty's  troops  from  the  enemy  will  be 
distributed  among  those  troops  by  way  of 
reward,  in  the  nature  of  salvage,  or  will 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  have  fallen. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  My hon. friend 
desires  to  introduce  quite  a  new  military 
practice  with  regard  to  boleaguered  towns. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  difference  between 
being  sacked  by  your  enemies  or  relieved 
by  your  friends  would  be  one  of  form 
merely. 

MARTIAL    LAW-DUTCH    PRISONERS 
AT  SIMON  STOWN. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
three  Dutch  subjects  of  Her  Majesty, 
formerly  in  custody  at  Siraonstown,  who 
were  removed  to  a  district  where  martial 
law  had  been  proclaimed,  and  as  to  whom 
a  writ  was  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court 


calling  upon  their  custodian  to  show  cause 
why  they  were  so  detained. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,   W.)  :    The   three   men  in 
question  were  sent  to  Cape  Town  among 
a  large  number  of  prisoners  of  war  after 
actions   at   Graspan   and   Enslin.     They 
were  regarded  and  treated  at  Cape  Town 
as  prisoners  of  war.     They  subsequently 
applied  to  the  High  Court  for  their  release 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  British  sub- 
jects arrested  on    their  farms,  and  that 
they  had  not  taken  up  arms  against  the 
Government.     This  was  the  first  intima- 
tion that  the  military  authorities  at  Cape 
Town  had  that  the  men  were  not  ordinary 
prisoners  of  war,  but    British    subjects 
arrested  on  suspicion  of  aiding  and  abetr 
ting  the  enemy.     They  were  accordingly 
sent  back  to  the  district  in  which  they 
were  arrested,  and  which  is  under  martial 
law,  in  order  that  the  charges   against 
them  might  be  investigated  on  the  spot 
On  these  facts  the  High  Court,  on  8th 
February,  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corput 
returnable  on   12th  March,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  military  authorities  at 
Orange  River  to  inquire  into  the  case. 
The    result   of  the   inquiry   is    not  yet 
reported.     The  military  authorities  hare 
accepted  service  of  the  writ. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  if  the  military  authorities 
referred  the  question  to  their  legal  adviser 
at  home  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  no 
information. 

ENGLISH    CONSUL    AT    LORENZO 
MARQUES. 

Sir  HENRY  HOWORTH  (Salf  ord,S.):I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  is  the  official  position 
of  the  English  representative  at  Lorenso 
Marques;  whether  he  is  an  ordinary 
Consul,  or  has  some  special  authority; 
and  whether  there  is  an  objection  to  the 
production  of  any  correspondence  which 
may  have  passed  between  him  and  the 
English  Government  on  the  transit  of 
recruits,  stores,  and  ammunition  through 
the  Portuguese  territory  of  Mozambique 
into  the  Transvaal. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARYof  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Her  Majesty's 
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Consul  at  Lorenzo  Marques  is  a  Consul 
appointed  and  admitted  in  the  usual  way. 
There  is  no  correspondence  which  can, 
insistently  with  the  public  interest,  be 
aid  before  the  House. 

■RANSPORT-THE  EIGHTH  DIVISION. 
Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) :  I 
eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
dty  if  he  can  state  when  the  transport 
easels  will  be  ready  to  take  the  Eighth 
ivision  to  South  AJrica. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
anover  Square) :  There  seems  to  be  a 
iaapprehension  that  the  despatch  of  the 
ighth  Division  had  been  delayed  on 
.count  of  the  transports.  The  Admiralty 
iceived  a  semi-official  requisition  from 
te  War  Office  for  transports  for  this 
vision  two  days  ago — the  official  requisi- 
on  yesterday.  We  at  once  asked  the 
Tar  Office  whether  five  transports  ex- 
acted home  between  the  3rd  and  6th 
[arch  should  be  utilised  for  that  purpose. 
"he  War  Office  agreed,  and  the  ships  will 
e  coaled  at  once,  and  will  be  ready  to 
iart  for  the  Cape  with  the  Eighth  Divi- 
ion  between  the  10th  and  17th,  so  far  as 
ae  Transport  Department  is  concerned. 

TRANSPORTS-MEAT    SUPPLIES. 

Mr.  BAIRD  (Glasgow,  Central) :  I  beg 
%  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
>flice  whether  any  reports  have  been 
iceived  from  officers  commanding  troops 
n  board  transports  for  South  Africa  on 
xe  quality  of  meat  supplied  to  the  troop  ; 
hether  on  several  occasions  the  meat  has 
5en  condemned  by  the  medical,  officer 
id  thrown  overboard  in  bulk,  while  that 
itually  cooked  has  been  found  to  be  un- 
stable and  treated  in  the  same  way; 
hether  any  reports  have  been  received 
om  South  Africa  on  the  condition  of 
►roe  of  the  troops  when  landed  to  the 
Feet  that  they  had  evidently  been  under- 
d  on  the  voyage;  and  whether  steps 
Lve  been  taken  to  secure  that  the  meat 
sued  to  the  troops  on  board  transports 
iall  be  of  good  quality,  and  the  pro- 
sions  on  sale  cheap  and  plentiful. 

*The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
sports  have  been  received  from  officers 
Dmmanding  troops  on  board  sixty  trans 
•orte  victualled  by  the  Admiralty.     On 
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seven  transports  the  salt  meat  ration  was 
condemned  on  different  occasions  and 
other  rations  issued.  Five  commanding 
officers  have  reported  that  the  troops 
disliked  the  salt  beef  rations,  because 
they  were  either  too  salt,  or  hard,  or 
unpalatable.  The  answer  to  the  third 
paragraph  is  in  the  negative.  Every  care 
has  been  taken  to  secure  that  the  rations 
issued  to  the  troops  should  be  of  the  best 
quality ;  and  in  a  few  cases  where  com- 
plaints had  been  made  that  the  prices  of 
the  canteen  were  high  and  the  stock  of 
articles  sold  there  insufficient,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  owners  has  been  called  to 
these  matters,  and  they  have  been 
rectified.  I  may  add  that,  in  the  case 
of  every  ship  where  complaints  were 
made,  the  salt  beef  has  been  landed  at 
the  Cape,  and  that  the  report  of  the 
Board  which  has  surveyed  it  is  to  the 
effect  that  it  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  May  I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
it  not  a  fact  that  some  of  the  transport 
cases  of  salt  beef  were  marked  "  1893  "  ? 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  No,  Sir;  I  have 
received  no  report  to  that  effect,  and  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  foundation  for  such  a 
statement. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  can  submit 
proof. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Was 
the  condemned  beef  home  grown  or 
foreign  ] 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

TREATMENT  OF  BOER  PRISONERS- 
GENERAL  CRONJE  AND  HIS  FAMILY. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  sent  any  instructions  as 
to  the  treatment  to  be  accorded  to  General 
Cronje  and  his  family,  and  whether  they 
are  to  be  imprisoned ;  and,  if  so,  where 
and  under  what  conditions. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  No,  Sir.  The  question  is 
one  for  the  decision  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  South  Africa.  We  learn  that 
it  is  intended  to  place  General  Cronje 
and  his  family  on  board  the  flagship  at 
Cape  Town. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Can  the 
hon.  Gentleman  state  whether  it  is  in- 
tended permanently  to  keep  General 
Cronje  and  his  family  imprisoned  on 
board  ship,  instead  of  leaving  him  on 
shore,  and  is  it  not  true  that  a  great 
many  prisoners  kept  on  board  ship  have 
complained 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  1 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Does  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  think  that 
something  is  due  to  the  rank  of  General 
Cronje 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  That 
is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Hear, 
hear !     Why  put  him  in  the  hulks  1 

EXPANDING  BULLETS. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
report  of  Lord  Roberts  of  24th  instant  re- 
lative to  six  men  having  been  wounded  by 
hollow-nosed  Mauser  bullets,  which  had 
been  so  manipulated  by  having  four  slits 
cut  in  the  shell  as  to  be  made  a  projectile 
of  the  most  expansive  and  most  explosive 
nature,  is  the  first  official  report  received 
at  the  War  Office  that  such  projectiles  are 
being  used ;  whether  the  wounded  Boer 
prisoner  found  to  have  sixty  such  bullets  in 
his  possession  was  interrogated  as  to 
whether  those  cartidges  were  manipu- 
lated privately  or  were  served  out  by  the 
authorities  in  this  condition;  whether 
any  understanding  was  arrived  at  with 
the  Governments  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  Free  State  that  explosive  bullets 
so  called  should  not  be  used  by  either 
combatant;  whether,  if  known  to  have 
been  used  prior  to  the  case  reported  by 
1/ord  Roberts,  representation  nad  been 
addressed  to  the  military  authorities  of 
the  South  African  Republics ;  and,  if  so, 
what  answers  have  been  received;  and 
whether  any  action  can  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  use  of  such  projectiles. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  This  is  the  first  official 
intimation  of  the  use  of  such  expansive 
bullets  by  the  Boers,  and  no  information 
has  been  received  as  to  whether  the  pri- 
soners were  interrogated.    No  understand- 


ing as  to  the  use  of  such  bullets  was 
arrived  at  with  the  two  Repubbcs.  I  am 
not  able  at  present  to  say  whether  it  is 
possible  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  these  hollow-nosed  bullets  were 
made  in  Birmingham  and  supplied  to  the 
Boers? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

ALLEGED    BOER    SPIES    IN   THE 
YEOMANRY-BROTHERS  BUCK. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  the  Brothers  Buck,  who  were  accusal 
of  being  Boer  spies  and  acquitted  of  that 
charge,  will  be  restored  to  their  militarj 
position. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  The  men  in'questioi 
were  not  tried.  They  have  been  do- 
charged,  and  have  no  military  position. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stow- 
market) :  Has  the  hon.  Gentleman  anj 
information  confirming  the  report  that 
these  brothers  were  removed  from  tat 
Hertfordshire  Yeomanry  previously ! 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  haw 
no  information  to  that  effect,  but  it  m] 
be  so. 


MESSRS.  VICKERS,  SONS,  AND  MAXDI 
—GUNS  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  BOEBS 
BEFORE  THE  WAR. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  far 
War  whether,  when  the  order  for  gam 
from  the  Transvaal  authorities  was 
received  in  London  bv  Messrs.  Tickets, 
Sons,  and  Maxim,  a  letter  was  sent  to 
the  War  Office  by  that  firm  asking  for 
permission  to  fulfil  the  contract ;  whether 
the  War  Office  advised  the  company  to 
supply  the  guns  to  the  Boers  direct; 
and  whether  a  statement  can  be  made  at 
to  how  many  guns  were  thus  supplied  to 
the  Transvaal  Government. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (Joe 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Are  wi 

to  understand  that  there  is  no  foundation 
for  the  statement  ? 
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*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  That    amount  allowed  to  be  allotted  from  the 
is  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  under-    soldier's  pay  towards  the  support  of  the 

'  wife,  mother,  or  other  dependent. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  amount  of  separa- 
tion allowance  or  allotment  of  pay  de- 
pends on  the  rank  of  the  soldier.  The 
maximum  allowance  is  that  paid  to  the 
wife  of  a  warrant  officer,  namely,  15s.  9d. 
a  week  for  herself  and  Is.  2d.  a  week  for 
each  child.  The  allowance  for  a  private 
is  7s.  7d.  a  week  and  Is.  2d.  for  each 
child.  The  soldier  may  allot  his  pay,  in- 
cluding good  conduct  pay,  up  to  three- 
I  fourths  of  the  total  amount  to  his  family. 
He  may  also  remit  any  savings  beyond 
that  through  the  medium  of  his  com- 
manding officer. 

VOLUNTEER    ENLISTMENT    REGULA- 
TIONS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  War  Office  authori- 
ties will  so  far  relax  the  rule  laid  down 
for  the  employment  of  members  of  Volun- 
teer companies  with  their  Line  battalions 
at  the  front  as  to  allow  of  a  Volunteer 
within  a  month  or  two  of-  reaching  his 
twentieth  year,  and  otherwise  eligible, 
being  so  employed ;  and  whether,  in  the 
event  of  a  Volunteer  having  previously 
served  in  the  Regulars,  and  not  having 
I  completed  two  years'  service  with  the 
Volunteers,  he  may  be  permitted  to  serve 
with  the  unit  of  his  Volunteer  battalion 
in  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham}  :  No  general  relaxation 
of  the  rule  can  be  permitted,  but  any  case 
of  the  nature  referred  to  in  the  second 
paragraph  would  be  considered  on  its 
merits. 


stand,  please. 

MAXIM  -  NORDENFELDT  BATTERIES- 
ARMAMENT  PAY. 

Colonel  WYNDHAM  -  MURRAY 
(Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  sub- 
alterns volunteering  for,  and  selected 
from  garrison  artillery  in  England 
to  serve  with,  batteries  of  Maxim- 
Nordenfeldts  in  South  Africa,  lose  their 
irmament  pay  by  being  so  selected ; 
whether  the  officers  of  siege  artillery  in 
South  Africa  receive  armament  pay  ;  and 
whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
subalterns  of  garrison  artillery  having  to 
wrovide  an  expensive  outfit,  the  armament 
pay  could  be  restored  to  them  while  so 
smployed. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL -WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  All  garrison  artillery 
>fficers  employed  in  the  field  in  South 
Vfrica  will  receive  armament  pay. 

WIRE  NIPPERS. 
Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  (Hampshire, 
Sew  Forest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  who  supplied 
rhe  wire  nippers  for  cutting  barbed  wire 
iencing  in  the  present  South  African 
irar ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that  these 
dippers  were  made  of  soft  metal  in  many 
cases,  and  therefore  were  useless  for  the 
purpose  intended. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  The  wire  nippers 
were  bought  from  the  best  firms,  and 
▼ere  carefully  inspected  before  despatch ; 
ire  have  had  no  complaints. 

Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  Can  the 
Ion.  Gentleman  say  how  many  of  these 
tire  nippers  were  sent  out  to  South 
Africa! 

[Noanswer  was  given.] 

SEPARATION  ALLOWANCES. 
Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
J begto ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  total  weekly  amount 
of  separation  allowance  now  being  made 
fcy  the  War  Office  to  the  wives,  families, 
•id  other  dependents  of  soldiers,  including 
We  recalled  Reserve  men,  now  separated 
bom  those  dependent  upon  them ;  and 
whether   he    could  state  the   maximum 


REJOINING    THE  COLOURS— TWELVE 
YEARS'  MEN. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  the  event  of  twelve  years'  men 
responding  to  the  invitation  to  rejoin  the 
colours,  they  will  have  the  option  of  ex- 
tending their  time  to  serve  on  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  As  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State    has    already    explained!    to    the 


tSee  page  570  of  this  volume. 


3  E  2 


H19 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


1420 


House,  men  who  re-enlist  for  the  new 
permanent  battalions,  will,  if  they  have  at 
least  three  years  to  serve,  be  permitted  to 
serve  on  for  pension.  The  conditions  are 
under  consideration. 

MILITIA— SELECTION  OF  BATTALIONS 
FOR  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  COLSTON  (Gloucestershire, 
Thornbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  what  sys- 
tem Militia  battalions  are  embodied  or 
are  selected  for  service  in  South  Africa ; 
and  whether  in  making  such  selection  any 
special  consideration  is  given  to  the  cer- 
tificates held  by  the  officers,  or  the  figure 
of  merit  (musketry)  and  numerical 
strength  and  efficiency  of  battalions. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLI AMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  selection  of  battalions 
rests  with  the  Commander-in-Chief,  whose 
hands  it  is  not  expedient  to  fetter  in  any 
way  in  the  matter. 


AUXILIARY     FORCES  —  SERVICE     OF 
ADJUTANTS   AT  THE    FRONT. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  losses  of  officers 
sustained  by  some  of  the  regiments  in 
South  Africa,  and  of  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  send  out  officers 
who  have  left  Sandhurst  only  a  few  days, 
the  Secretary  of  State  would  permit 
adjutants  of  the  Auxiliary  forces  to  be 
temporarily  attached  to  their  regiments 
at  the  front,  provided  their  colonels  are 
willing  to  spare  their  services  and  can 
obtain  officers  of  the  Reserve  to  perform 
their  duties. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  Commander-in- 
Chief  does  not  think  the  course  proposed 
advisable. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAINS  WITH 
IRISH  MILITIA  REGIMENTS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  bee  to 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  usual  to  send  a  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  with  Irish  Militia  regi- 
ments, mostly  composed  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics, going  to  South  Africa ;  whether 
the  North  Dublin  Militia,  when  volunteer- 
ing for  service  at  the  front,  asked  that 
they  should  be  provided  with  a  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain,  and  were  promised  that 


they  would  have  one ;  whether  there  < 
a  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  on  the  8.1. 
"Servia,"  on  which  the  North  Dublin 
Militia  sailed  from  Queenstown  for  South 
Africa;  if  not,  will  he  explain  why  one 
was  not  nrovided  ;  were  there  any  Pro- 
testant chaplains  on  the  same  ship,  and 
how  many  t  and  whether  he  will  see  tint 
in  future  Irish  Roman  Catholic  Mifitii 
going  to  the  front  are  provided  will  t 
chaplain  of  their  own  religion. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (far 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  answer  to  the  fint 
paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's  quettioi 
is  in  the  negative.  Chaplains  are  nil 
appointed  regi  mentally  ;  but  are  attached 
to  divisions.  In  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  I  have  to  say  that  nothing » 
known  of  any  such  request.  Two  Chora 
af  England  clergymen  who  went  out  11 
volunteers  without  pay  happened  to  be 
travelling  on  the  "  Servia."  Seven  Boon 
Catholic  chaplains  are  serving  withtb 
troops  in  South  Africa ;  and  the  gcneak 
in  command  can,  if  necessary,  make,  n 
addition,  arrangements  with  the  kol 
clergy  for  ministration  to  the  sobtitt 
The  War  Office  cannot  undertake  thl 
there  shall  be  a  Roman  Catholic  eleqf 
man  on  every  transport,  but  all  that  ■ 
possible  is  done  to  provide  for  tat 
religious  needs  of  the  troops. 

ALLEGED  COMPULSION  TO  VOLUN- 
TEER—THE  DUBLIN  POLICE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  bee  * 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  11 
representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to  thi 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  tht 
authorities  have  been  bringing  pressureoe 
any  members  of  the  Dublin  police  force 
to  volunteer  for  service  in  South  Afriea; 
whether  he  can  say  if  any  and  how  mnr 
members  of  the  force  have  volunteered; 
whether,  seeing  that  the  corporation  or 
the  ratepayers  of  Dublin  are  chargeable 
with  a  share  of  the  maintenance  oi 
pensions  of  the  Dublin  police,  their  sinfr 
tion  was  obtained  before  these  police  weft 
asked  to  volunteer;  whether  themper* 
annuation  to  the  men  who  go  to  the  wn 
and    part    of   which  the  ratepayer!  of 
Dublin  will  have  to  pay,  will  be  allowed 
to  the  police  for  their  services  during  tiki 
time  they  may  be  absent  at  the  war ;  sad 
whether,  in  case  any  of  the  men  shodi 
come  back  wounded  or  otherwise  mean* 
citated  for  police  duty,  their  pensions  will 
be  chargeable  in   whole  or  part  on  the 
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ties  of  Dublin,  or  will  be  borne  by 
mperial  Exchequer;  if  not,  whether  the 
Government  will  consult  the  Corporation 
I  Dublin  on  these  points  before  sending 
ny  of  the  metropolitan  police  to  the 
ront. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
RELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
eny,  N.) :  With  one  exception  the  only 
lembersof  the  Dublin  MetropolitaiFPolice 
'oree  who  can  be  called  Volunteers  re- 
igned their  position  in  the  force  before 
saving  for  South  Africa.  The  exception 
onsiated  of  a  constable  who  volunteered 
>r  service  with  Lord  Iveagb's  ambulance 
orps.  His  ease  is  under  consideration. 
need  hardly  say  that  no  pressure  what- 
ver  was  put  upon  any  of  these  constables 
>  take  the  action  they  did  take; 

CLARE  MILITIA 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
i  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Far  where  the  Clare  Militia  is  at  present 
bationed,  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
sk  the  regiment  to  volunteer  for  the 
ront ;  and,  if  so,  will  each  man  be  indi- 
idually  asked  if  he  is  willing  to  go. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
dr.  Wyndham>-.  The  Clare  Artillery 
iilitia  is  stationed  at  Plymouth.  There 
i  no  present  intention  of  calling  on  the 
egiment  to  volunteer  for  service  in  South 
Lfrica,  but  should  it  be  asked  to  volun- 
eer  it  will  not  be  treated  differently  from 
ther  units. 

JNICODE   FOR   TELEGRAMS   TO  THE 
FRONT. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
sk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
^presenting  the  Postmaster  General, 
rhether  military  officers  serving  in  South 
Africa  can  communicate  with  their  friends 
it  home  at  2s.  per  word  of  a  Unicode 
rhich  may  comprise  a  sentence,  and  ordi- 
lary  soldiers  are  charged  4s.  per  word  or 
nessage ;  and  whether  the  Unicode  at  2s. 
ier  word  will  be  made  available  for  all 
oldiers  who  may  desire  to  use  it. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
he  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
on):  The  charge  for  private  telegrams 
rom  South  Africa  to  this  country 
8  four  shillings  per  word,  and  for 
Government  telegrams  two  shillings  per 
ford.     The  Postmaster  General   is   not 


aware  of  any  distinction  being  made 
between  the  telegrams  of  officers  and 
those  of  private  soldiers.  He  is,  however, 
in  communication  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  on.  the  subject,  and  will 
inform  the  toon.  Member  of  the  result  of 
the  inquiry.  Private  telegrams  in  code 
are  at  present  not  allowed  by  the  military 
authorities  to  be  sent  either  .to  or  from 
South  Africa. 

1st    CADET*  BATTALION    KING'S 
ROYAL    RIFLES. 

Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
1st  Cadet  Battalion  the  King's  Royal 
Rifle  Corps,  which  has  sent  upwards  of 
100  recruits  to  the  Regular  Army  in  the 
last  two  years,  and  has  contributed  con- 
tingents to  the  King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps 
and  City  of  London  Imperial  Volunteers 
for  service  in  South  Africa,  only  fifty  per 
cent,  of  serviceable  arms  are  supplied, 
thereby  placing  the  battalion  in  an  inferior 
position  to  cadet  corps-  composed  of 
younger  lads  attached  to  Volunteer  bat- 
talions ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  this  cadet 
battalion  average  nearly  seventeen  years 
in  age,  and  five  feet  six  inches  in  height, 
and  fire  a  musketry  course  with  ball  cart- 
ridge, the  Secretary  of  State  will  arrange 
for  the  issuing  of  Lee-Metford  rifles  for 
the  full  establishment  of  six  hundred. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  members  of  a 
cadet  battalion  may  not  exceed  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  may  be  as  young 
as  fourteen  years.  It  is  considered 
that  50  per  cent,  of  rifles  for  ball 
practice  is  sufficient  when  the  age  of  the 
cadets  is  taken  into  account.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  corps-  have  carbines  for 
drill  purposes. 

ARMV  ESTIMATES. 
Sir  BL  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  now  able  to  inform  the 
House  when  the  Army  Estimates  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  Members. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  I  trust  that  the  Esti- 
mates will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  in 
the  course  of  this  evening. 
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ENNISKILLEN    BARRACKS. 
Mr.  ARCHDALE    (Fermanagh,  N): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for    War  whether,   in  view  of  the  pro- 
posed  increase   in   our  Army,  the  War 
Office   will   reconsider  their  decision   to  I 
remove  headquarters  from  Enniskillen,  a  I 
town  which  has  given  three  regiments  to 
the  Army ;    and  whether,    taking  into  I 
account  its  central  position  at  the  junction  | 
of  four  railways  and  the  other  advantages 
it  possesses  for  troops,  they  will  take  into 
account  the  advisability  of  pulling  down 
the     disused    gaol    and    erecting    extra 
barracks  on  its  site. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :   This 
decision  cannot  be  reconsidered. 

WATER-TUBE  BOILERS. 
SirFORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  can  see  his 
way  to  state  the  longest  time  that  the 
water-tube  boilers  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's  I 
ships  have  been  under  continuous  working 
at  full  power  at  sea  without  developing 
defects,  and  the  consumption  of  coal  per 
horse  power  developed  during  such 
working. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Gosciien,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  longest  run  under 
continuous  sea-going  full  power  is  that  of 
the  "  Diadem  "  in  December,  1898,  when 
she  was  under  weigh  for  sixty-nine  hours 
for  a  distance  of  1,330  knots  at  an 
average  indicated  horse-power  of  14,268 
and  an  average  speed  of  1927  knots  an 
hour.  The  coal  consumption  for  all 
purposes  was  2*16  lb.  per  indicated 
horse-power.  No  defects  to  speak  of  were 
developed  during  the  run,  and  these  did 
not  affect  the  steaming,  the  power  and 
speed  being  maintained  up  to  the  end. 
I  may  add  that  the  "  Powerful,"  which 
left  for  the  China  Station  in  1897,  has  in 
the  course  of  her  commission  gone 
through  speed  trials  which,  though  of 
shorter  relative  duration,  are  of  equal 
interest.  In  a  run  from  Hong  Kong  to 
Manila  in  March,  1899,  she  steamed  for 
twenty-seven  hours  a  distance  of  540 
knots,  at  an  average  speed  of  20'2  knot* 
an  hour,  and  an  indicated  horse-power  of 
19,600.  Her  coal  consumption  was 
2*6  lb.  per  indicated  hor.se  power  for  aD 
purposes.  No  defects  were  developed. 
In   the   previous    year  she    had     gone 


through  a  similar  trial  run  with  equally 
rood  results.  In  regard  to  the  four  hours 
lull  speed  trial,  the  captain  wrote — 

"  We  averaged  over  23,000  horse-power,  and 
were  well  over  24,000  horse-power  one  hour 
and  the  average  number  of  revolutions  for  tat 
four  hours  was  just  over  110  per  minute,  wakk 
in  smooth  water  would  pive  over  21*5  knots  a 
hour.  Engines  and  boilers  worked  perfectly. 
Now,  surely,  in  the  name  of  all  the  gads  d 
common  sense,  this  result  ought  to  be  eta* 
iidered  absolutely  satisfactory.  Remembtf 
we  had  not  got  hand-picked  coal,  and  that 
practically  we  are  in  the  tropics — thermometer 
in  my  large  airy  cabin  88.  So,  proportionated 
our  trial  is  at  least  as  good  as  the  contmctsn 
25,000  horse-power  one,  with  hand-picked  essl 
and  a  temperate  climate." 

PACIFIC    CABLE. 
Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tas 
Colonies  whether  he  has  received  protests 

I  from  the   Canadian    and    New  Zealand  ' 
Governments  against  the  concessions  n- , 
cently  granted  to  the  Eastern  Extension  : 
Company  in  Australia  as  being  likely  to 
militate    seriously   against    the  financial  ! 

I  success  of  the  Pacific  Cable  in  which  tat 
Imperial,  the  Canadian,  and  the  Austoa- 
lasian  Governments  are  joint  partnen; 
whether  in  view  of  these  protests  ft 
would  still  be  possible  to  revoke  the  con- 
cessions and  prevent  any  further  compli- 
cation 3  of  a  like  characier ;  and  whether 
the  Pacific  Cable  Board  will  soon  be  in  i 
position  to  announce  a  definite  schema 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  haw 
made  inquiry  by  telegraph  as  to  til 
agreement  said  to  have  been  entered  into 
with  the  Eastern  Extension  Telegrapi 
Company,  but  have  not  yet  received  any 
reply;  and  consequently  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement  on  ths 
subject.  I  understand  that  the  Report 
of  the  Pacific  Cable  Committee  may  be 
expected  shortly. 

CEYLON  LAND  ORDINANCES. 
Mr.   SCHWANN :    I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  will 
he  explain  why,  in  view  of  his  alleged  de- 

'  cision  to  amend  the  Waste  Land  Ordinances 
of  Ceylon,  the  Ceylon  Government  has  been 
permitted  to  go  on  dealing  with  thousands 

I  of  acres  of  land  under  the  old  law; 
whether  the  amending  law  will  contain  a 
retrospective  clause  so  as  to  include  the 
extent  of  acres  already  noticed;  will 
he  explain  on  what  grounds  Mr.  Fran^i* 
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Silva  Abeyawardene,  the  Muduliyar  of 
e  Welaboda  Pathen  of  the  Matora  dis- 
ct,  was  summarily  dismissed  from  office 
thout  being  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
s  evidence  against  him ;  and  was  this 
imiasal  in  accordance  with  the  colonial 
lea  and  regulations. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  As  regards 
B  first  two  paragraphs  of  the  hon. 
amber's  question,  he  is  awarer  from  the 
rrespondence  laid  before  Parliament  last 
ar,  that  the  Waste  Lands  Ordinances  of 
97  and  1889  are  in  operation  in  Ceylon, 
d  that  I  have  directed  that  the  latter 
dinance  is  to  be  amended  in  certain  re- 
sets. The  amendments  in  question  are 
t  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  or  even 
arable  to  suspend  action  under  these 
dinances.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
it  any  action  which  may  have  been 
ten  since  the  Ordinance  of  1899  was 
>ught  into  operation  is  contrary  to  the 
rit  or  the  letter  of  the  amendments 
tich  I  have  directed  to  be  made  in  the 
f ;  but  I  have  asked  the  Governor  of 
ylon  for  a  report  on  this  point.  As 
;ards  the  third  and  fourth  paragraphs 
the  hon.  Member's  question,  Mr.  Abey- 
ardene  was  dismissed  from  his  post  of 
lduliyar  because  on  the  14th  February, 
*8,  he  sent  for  a  witness  and  en- 
tvoured  to  intimidate  him  by  threats 
m  giving  evidence  for  the  Crown  iu  the 
tter  of  certain  forged  deeds  relating  to 
d,  upon  which  he  had  already  given 
dence.  The  charges  were  communi- 
ed  to  Mr.  Abeyawardene,  and  his  de- 
ce  fully  considered.  He  did  not,  how- 
>r,  ask  for  a  copy  of  the  evidence,  nor 
he  bring  forward  any  witnesses.  The 
ole  of  the  evidence  was  sent  to  me, 
I  I  consider  that  it  proves  his 
It  conclusively.  The  case  was  dealt 
h  strictly  in  accordance  with  that 
use  of  the  colonial  rules  and  regula- 
18  which  deals  with  the  dismissal  of 
cials  of  his  status. 

SNGAL,    BOMBAY,    AN1>   MADRAS 
MILITARY    FUND. 

im  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull, Central): 
eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
ha  whether  his  attention  has  been 
led  to  the  fact  that  the  widows  and 
>hans  of  subscribers  to  the  Bengal, 
mbay,  and  Madras  Military  Fund  who 
jh  to  reside  and  draw  their  pensions  in 
lia  are  obliged  by  the  Government  to 
iw  them  at  the  old  fixed  rate  of  2s.  3d. 


to  the  rupee,  thus  being  mulcted  of  nearly 
50  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  their  pensions, 
whereas  if  pensions  are  drawn  in  England, 
Ceylon,  or  elsewhere  they  are  paid  at  the 
official  rate  of  exchange ;  whether  he  is 
aware*  that  the  effect  of  this  anomaly  is 
to  prevent  recipients  of  these  pensions 
from  joining  their  relatives  in  India  who 
may  be  engaged  in  the  Military  or  Civil 
Service  ;  and  whether  it  can  be  arranged 
that  such  pensions  shall  be  settled  for  in 
India  at  the  official  rate  or  may  be  drawn 
in  London. 

Tmr  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing):  The  pensions  to  which  my 
hon*.  mend  refers  were  fixed  in  rupees  by 
the  subscribers  themselves,  but  payments 
to  persons  resident  in  this  country  or  in 
the  colonies  are  made,  not  at  the  official 
rate  of  exchange,  but  at  a  special  rate  of 
about  2s.  3d.  the  rupee,  in  accordance 
with  a  guarantee  given  in  the  Statute  29 
Vic,  cap- 18.  Naturally,  this  exceptional 
advantage  ceases  if  a  recipient  of  one  of 
these  pensions  goes  to  reside  in  India ; 
but  for  the  benefit  of  pensioners  wishing 
to  visit  that  country  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
as  a  concession,  allows  their  pensions  to 
be  accumulated  during  their  absence,  and 
the  accumulations  are  paid  to  them  on 
their  return  at  the  exceptional  rate  of  ex- 
change above  mentioned.  It  will  be  seen 
that  these  arrangements  give  exception- 
ally favourable  treatment  to  this  class  of 
pensioners  at  the  expense  of  the  revenues 
of  India ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  ac- 
cept the  suggestion  in  the  last  clause  of 
my  hon.  friend's  question,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  burden 
on  those  revenues. 


NORTH-WEST  FRONTIER  OF  INDIA- 
CONTEMPLATED  MILITARY  OPERA- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether,  as  reported, 
special  military  operations  are  contem- 
plated by  the  Government  of  India  on 
the  north-west  frontier. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  reports  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member,  nor  am  I  aware  that 
any  special  military  operations  are  con- 
templated by  the  Government  of  India 
on  the  north-west  frontier. 
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REVENUE 


INDIAN    FAMINE  — LAND 
REMISSIONS. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  with  reference  to  the  sums  of  Rx. 
1,520,000  and  Rx.  2,I30,C00,  total  remis- 
sions and  suspensions  of  land  revenue  on  j 
account  of  famine  in  India  in  1876-7  and 
1896-7  respectively,  whether  he  will  state 
what  portions  of  these  sums  were  subse- 
quently.recovered  from  the  landholders. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  Of  the  re- 
missions of  revenue,  no  portion  was  sub- 
sequently recovered.  Of  the  suspensions, 
a  very  large  portion  was  afterwards  con- 
verted into  remissions,  or,  in  other  words, 
was  never  recovered ;  but  I  cannot  state 
the  exact  amount. 

FAMINE  RELIEF  IN  BERAR. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  with 
reference  to  the  Viceroy's  telegram  of 
20th  February,  whether  he  will  state 
what  are  the  stricter  regulations  referred 
to  as  having  diminished  the  number  of 
persons  on  famine  relief  in  Berar ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  what  is  the  average 
daily  wage  paid  to  men,  women,  and 
children  employed  on  relief  works,  with 
its  equivalent  in  sterling. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  In  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Famine 
Commission,  relief  work  is  now  given 
only  to  such  persons  as  are  willing  to  do 
a  full  day's  work  "  in  return  for  a  wage 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  maintenance, 
but  not  more."  This  test,  which  is  known 
as  the  "  labour  test,"  was*  not  applied  in 
Berar  during  the  earliest  stages  of  the 
famine.  But  it  is  now  known  that  the 
numbers  on  relief  work  in  that  province 
have  not  been  diminished,  as  was  sup- 
posed, but  have  increased  from  243,000 
on  the  22nd  January  to  308,000  on  the 
24th  February.  The  average  daily  wage 
cannot  be  stated  in  sterling,  being  based 
upon  the  current  price  of  food  in  the 
district  in  question,  and  varying  accord- 
ingly from  week  to  week.  The  wage 
for  an  adult  is  the  money  equivalent 
of  from  li  lb.  to  2^  lb.  of  grain  per 
diem. 

TELEGRAPHIC  RATES  TO  INDIA. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 


the  minutes  of  dissent  recorded  by  the 
Maharaja  of  Darbhanga  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mehta  on  the  Telegraphic  Messages 
Bill,  to  the  effect  that,  on  account  of  the 
high  telegraphic  rates,  the  Bill  will  not, 
as  desired,  produce  a  first  rate  telegraphic 
service  for  India,  but  will  create  a 
monopoly  in  favour  of  a  few  daily  news- 
papers ;  and  whether  he  will  use  his  in- 
fluence to  obtain  a  reduction  in  the  tele- 
graphic rates  to  India. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I*  have  rod 
the  minutes  referred  to,  but  their  con- 
tents seemed  to  me  to  be  far  fetched, 
though  I  admit,  and  am  pressing,  the 
advisability  of  a  reduction  of  the  tele- 
graphic rates  to  India. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAfr 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  considering  that  a  reduction  in 
the  rates  of  telegraphic  communication 
between  England  and  India  has  for  manj 
\  years  past  been  urged  by  the  chambers 
of  commerce  and  others  interested  in  com-  ( 
mercial  relations  between  the  two  conn- 
tries,  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  about 
the  desired  result  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  subject  of 
a  reduction  of  the  telegraphic  tariff  be- 
tween Europe  and  India  has  engaged  for 
some  time  past  my  attention  with  a  new 
to  bringing  about  a  reduction  of  rates. 

INDIAN  TROOPS  IN  BRITISH  EAST 
AFRICA. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Indian  Government 
has  now  been  repaid  in  full  by  the  Home 
Government  the  expenses  connected  with 
the  despatch  and  maintenance  of  the 
Indian  troops  sent  to  British  East  Africa 
and  Uganda  in  1896  and  1897;  whathtf 
been  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  settle- 
ment of  these  accounts ;  and  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  the  correspon- 
dence that  has  passed  between  the 
Governments  and  Departments  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  Govern- 
ment of  India  has  been  repaid  all  charge 
in  connection  with  the  despatch  vA 
maintenance  of  the  Indian  troops  sent  to 
British  East  Africa  and  Uganda  to  the 
end  of  September,  1898  ;  and  the  account 
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of  the  quarter  to  the  end  of  December, 
1898,  the  latest  date  to  which  they  have 
been  received  from  India,  are  now  under 
examination  at  the  Foreign  Office.  There 
has  been  no  delay  in  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  in  England.  The  corre- 
spondence is  a  mass  of  detail,  consisting 
of  the  transmission  of  twelve  quarterly 
accounts,  and  the  questions  arising 
thereon.  It  would  be  of  no  public 
interest. 

INDIAN    NATIVE    TROOPS    IN 
MAURITIUS,  &c. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  what  is  the 
number  of  native  troops  now  serving  in 
Mauritius,  and  elsewhere,  outside  of  India, 
and  does  the  Imperial  Government  in  all 
cases  bear  the  entire  charge  of  all  the 
troops  so  serving. 

Lorp  G.  HAMILTON  :  Two  native 
infantry  regiments  are  now  serving  in 
Mauritius,  one  in  Ceylon  and  one  in 
Singapore,  and  there  are  small  detach- 
ments in  Uganda,  Central  Africa,  and  the 
Niger  Protectorate.  I  do  not  include 
among  these  the  Hong  Kong  regiment 
and  the  companies  of  Indian  native 
artillery  serving  at  Hong  Kong,  Singa- 
pore, Mauritius,  and  Ceylon,  which  were 
raised  and  are  maintained  for  Imperial 
purposes.  I  am  unable  to  state  the  exact 
numbers  of  these  forces.  In  all  these 
cases  the  Imperial  Government,  or  the 
Administration  under  which  the  troops 
are  serving,  bears  the  entire  charge. 

BISHOP  OF  CALCUTTA  AND  SCOTTISH 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHAPLAINS. 

Sir  MARK  STEWAKT  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether,  seeing  that 
Clause  51,  Chapter  155,  of  the  Act  of 
George  III.  has  not  been  repealed,  he  can 
state  by  what  authority  is  the  Bishop  of 
Calcutta  justitied  in  exercising  a  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  chaplains  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  India. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  question  of  my 
hon.  friend.  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
Bishop  of  Calcutta  exercises  or  claims  to 
exercise  any  jurisdiction  over  chaplains  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  in  India. 

Sir  M.  STEWART :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that   the   Bishop  of    Calcutta    prohibits 


chaplains  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  from 
exercising  any  ministerial  functions  in 
consecrated  churches  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  If  a  chaplain 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  wants  to  make 
use  of  a  consecrated  church  belonging  to 
the  Church  of  England  he  has  to  obtain 
the  Bishop's  authority.  I  fail  to  see  that 
that  is  exercising  jurisdiction  over  him. 

RUSSIAN  LOAN  TO  PERSIA. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  new 
Russian  loan  to  Persia  supplants  the 
British  loan;  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  the  option  from  the 
Bank  of  Persia  of  guaranteeing  the  new 
loan  before  it  was  taken  up  by  Russia ; 
and  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
declined  to  guarantee  it. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  It  is  understood 
that  a  portion  of  the  new  Persian  loan  is 
to  be  applied  to  paying  off  any  existing 
foreign   loans,  and  presumably  it  is  in- 

|  tended   that   what   is   called   the    Regie 

|  Loan,  issued  by  the  Imperial  Bank  of 
Persia,  should  be   so  paid  off.     No  pro- 

I  posals  have  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  for  a  loan  to  Persia  which 

\  they  felt  themselves  able  to  accept,  and 
the  arrangement  for  the  present  loan  was 

I  concluded  without  any  offer  being  made 
to  them. 


BRITISH  CONSULATES  AT  TIFLIS 
AND  BAKU. 

Mr.  COHEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
[Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
I  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government    is 

aware  if  there  would  be  any  objection  by 
I  the  Russian  Government  to  the  re-estab- 
I  lishment  of  the  British  Consulate  at  Tiflis, 
land  to  the  creation  of  a  Consulate  at 
I  Baku ;  and,  if  there  be  no  such  objection, 
|  whether  it  is  intended  to  re-establish  the 

first  and  to  create  the  second. 

♦Mr.   BRODRICK  :    I    have    already 
stated  that  the  Russian  Government  have 
I  been  informed   that  it   was   understood 
I  they  would  be  ready  to  agree  to  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  Consulate  at  Tiflis  in 
exchange     for     the    appointment    of    a 
Russian  Consul  at  Bombay,  but  that  no 
formal  notification  has  yet  been  received 
of  an  appointment  to  the  latter  post.    No 
I  communications   have    taken   place  with 
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regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  Consu- 
late at  Baku.  It  has  not  as  yet  been 
decided  whether  the  appointment  of 
Consular  Officers  to  reside  at  Tiflis  or 
Baku  is  required. 

MOROCCO—REPORTED    FRENCH 
OCCUPATION    OF    TAFILET. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Foreign  Office  have 
any  information  bearing  upon  the  report 
that  Tafilet,  in  Morocco,  has  been  occu- 
pied by  French  troops. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  No,  Sir.  We  have 
no  information. 

SPANISH  AMERICAN  WAR-REPORT- 
ED  BRITISH  SALE  OF  AMMUNITION 
TO   SPAIN    IN    1898. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Senor  Silvela  stated  recently 
in  the  Spanish  Senate  that  before  the  war 
with  the  United  States  in  1898  the 
British  Government  had  consented  to  let 
Spain  have  8,500  shells  which  had  been 
manufactured  at  the  Maxim  factory  in 
Plancia,  Biscay,  and  if  so,  can  the 
Government  offer  any  explanation. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  answered  this 
question  three  days  ago,t  and  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  I  then  said. 

CHINA-  AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH 
INTERESTS  —  ASSURANCES  FROM 
EUROPEAN    POWERS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Barnsley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment have  received  formal  written  assur- 
ances from  England,  France,  Russia,  Ger- 
many, Japan,  and  Italy  that  the  United 
States  treaty  rights  with  China  shall  re- 
main secure  in  Chinese  territory  acquired 
or  to  be  acquired  by  foreign  nations  ;  and 
if  so,  whether  the  terms  of  these  assur- 
ances are  reciprocal,  and  whether  they 
secure  these  rights  equally  for  British 
trade ;  and  whether  and  when  a  copy  of 
the  assurances  thus  exchanged  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  In  September  last 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  officially 

tSec  page  1,093  of  this  volume. 


informed  by  the  American  Ambassador 
of  the  desire  of  the  United  States 
Gove:nnnnt  to  obtain  from  Powers  in- 
terested in  China  a  declaration  as  to  their 
intentions  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
foreign  trade  and  interests  therein,  with  a 
view  to  securing  equality  of  treatment  for 
all  commerce  irrespective  of  nationality. 
The  proposal  was  accepted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  subject  to  similar 
assent  being  given  by  the  other  Powers 
concerned.  The  replies  received  by  the 
United  States  from  other  Powers  have 
not  yet  been  communicated  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  Papers  will  be 
laid  when  the  matter  is  concluded. 

SMALL    DWELLINGS     ACQUISITION 
ACT,    1899. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  any  applications 
have  so  far  been  made  by  local  authorities 
to  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners 
for  loans  under  the  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act,  1899  ;  and  if  so,  how 
many,  and  from  what  authorities;  and 
whether  he  can  give  any  information  as 
to  the  number  of  cases  in  which  local 
authorities  have  made  advances  to  per- 
sons under  this  Act  up  to  the  present 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chap- 
LIN,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  under- 
stand that  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners  have  not  at  present  re- 
ceived any  applications  for  loans  under 
the  Act  referred  to.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  local  authorities 
have  made  advances  under  the  Act 
Their  jurisdiction,  however,  only  extends 
to  England  and  Wales. 

Mr.  HAZELL ;  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  willing  to  give  the  local 
authorities  notice  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  under  this  Act  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  think  they  hare 
had  notice  already. 

HULL  SMALLPOX  EPIDEMIC. 
Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (on  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  ELnutaford 
Division  of  Cheshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  tt 
two  cases  of  smallpox  in  London  which 
have  been  distinctly  traced   to  neglect  of 
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precautions  by  the  authorities  at 
and  what  steps  he  intends  to  take 
matter  to  prevent  similar  cases  of 

»k  of  smallpox. 

,  CHAPLIN  :  I  have  made  inquiry 
regard  to  this  matter.  It  appears 
he  two  men  from  whom  the  cases 
ed  to  are  thought  to  have  derived 
ifection  were  employed  by  a  con- 
r  in  erecting  additional  buildings  at 
mallpox  hospital  at  Hull.  I  am 
led  that  it  was  desired  by  the  Hull 
rities  that  the  men  employed  should 
•vaccinated  before  entering  on  this 
It  was  also  arranged  that  the 
should   not  be    required    to    work 

I  60  feet  of  any  building  in 
there  were  smallpox  patients,  but 

is  some  conflict  of  testimony  as  to 
ler  this  arrangement  was  strictly 
/ed.  The  only  effective  precaution 
an  be  taken  in  cases  of  this  kind  is 
ci nation,  and  in  the  present  instance 
ttous  re-vaccination  was  offered  to 
en,  but  unfortunately  they  declined 
spt  the  offer. 

CENSUS-MILITARY  STATISTICS. 
u  LEES  KNOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
'resident  of  the  Local  Government 
.  whether,  when  the  census  is  taken, 

II  arrange  that  each  householder  is 
whether  he  has  served  in  the  Army, 

lilitia,  or  the  Volunteers,  and  if  he 
lling  to  serve  again  should  the 
ry  be  threatened  with  invasion. 

CHAPLIN:  I  can  quite 
ithise  with  the  object  of  my 
riend,  but  I  doubt  if  his  proposal 
I  accomplish  the  purpose  which  I 
se  he  has  in  view.  Aloreover,  I  am 
mI  that  any  addition  to  the  census 
ules  would  increase  the  danger  of 
iracy  and  involve  delay,  and  I  am 
.  I  cannot  accede  to  his  suggestion. 

SS1NG   EXEMPTION  (HOUSES  OF 
PARLIAMENT)   BILL. 

:  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Member  for  Hammersmith,  as 
man  of  the  Kitchen  Committee, 
ler  he  intends  to  introduce  a  Bill 
ession  for  legalising  the  sale  of  drink 
;  House  and  its  precincts. 

neral  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
nith) :  As  the  lion.  Member  and  his 


friends  have  for  two  sessions  prevented 
a  Bill  introduced  by  my  predecessor  from 
becoming  law,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
reintroduce  the  Bill. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  Arising  out 
of  the  answer,  may  I  ask  whether  it  is 
intended  to  go  on  selling  and  serving 
drink  without  any  legal  power  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

FOOT    AND    MOUTH    DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  is  now  prepared 
to  frame  regulations  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  case  of  small  farmers  and 
others  who  may  require,  as  a  matter  of 
urgency,  to  send  a  cow  to  a  neighbouring  ' 
farm  and  back  for  stock  purposes. 

The  following  questions  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper — 

Mr.  STEVENSON  :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether 
he  is  now  able  to  make  any  further  modi- 
fication with  respect  to  the  restrictions 
contained  in  the  Order  of  the  22nd  inst., 
with  special  reference  to  the  wide  dimen- 
sions of  the  scheduled  area ;  and  whether 
he  will  exclude  altogether  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Order  the  petty  sessional 
divisions  which  are  farthest  removed 
from  the  scene  of  the  outbreak,  and  which 
have  shown  an  immunity  from  disease. 

Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether,  in  consideration 
of  the  loss  arising  to  the  farmers  of  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk  through  their  inability  to 
sell  their  fat  cattle,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  fresh  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  in  the  scheduled  district,  he  is 
able  to  remove  or  greatly  relax  the 
present  restrictive  orders. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  In  reply  to  the  questions 
on  this  subject  which  the  hon.  Member 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Norfolk 
have  placed  upon  the  Paper,  I  would  say 
that  the  possibility  of  further  modifying 
the  existing  restrictions  in  the  directions 
suggested  is  being  kept  under  considera- 
tion, but  I  am  not  able  at  the  moment  to 
announce  any  further  measure  of  relief. 
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The  position  is,  however,  much  more 
satisfactory  than  it  was,  and  I  am  hope- 
ful that  we  may  be  able  gradually  to 
relax  our  Orders  both  in  Bedfordshire  and 
East  Anglia  with  the  knowledge  that, 
notwithstanding  the  serious  loss  and  in- 
convenience occasioned  locally,  they  have 
prevented  the  disease  from  becoming 
epidemic  through  the  country. 

Mr.  PRICE  (Norfolk,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether,  as  currently  reported  in  Norfolk, 
a  second  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  took  place  on  the  farm  at  Fritton, 
where  the  cattle  first  infected  by  the 
disease  were  not  promptly  slaughtered  7 

♦Mr.  LONG  :  No,  Sir ;  we  have  no 
reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  any 
extension  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  has 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  decision 
that  it  would  be  safer  to  isolate  and  not 
to  slaughter  the  animals  affected  at 
Fritton.  I  may  take  this  opportunity  of 
saying  that  that  decision  was  based,  not, 
as  has  been  suggested,  on  financial 
grounds,  but  upon  purely  practical  and 
scientific  considerations. 

OLDHAM  COUNTY  COURT. 

Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  condition  of  the  Oldham  County 
Court,  which  is  stated  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  recent  death  of  the  late 
Judge  Edwin  Jones;  whether  he  is 
awaie  that  the  external  walls  of  the 
county  court  are  built  without  cavities, 
and  that  no  damp  -  resisting  material 
was  used  above  the  ground  line;  that 
the  contractor  who  built  the  court  remon- 
strated against  the  defects  ;  and  that  the 
local  authority  would  not  have  passed 
the  plans  had  they  had  jurisdiction  in 
the  matter ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  danger  to  the  health  of  those  who 
now  have  to  use  the  court  caused  by  the 
present  condition  of  the  building,  he  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made,  and,  if  possible, 
some  remedy  to  be  applied. 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
recent  complaints  of  dampness  in  the 
structure  of  the  Oldham  County  Court, 
and  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 


tain there  is  no  evidence  that  the  late 
judge's  illness  was  due  to  such  defects. 
I  am  having  inquiry  made  into  the  alle- 
gations with  a  view  to  any  improvement 
that  may  be  necessary. 


INMCATOR    OF   DEBATES    FOR    THE 
STRANGERS'  GALLERY. 

Sir  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Camber- 
well,  Dalwich)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  provision 
can  be  made  for  an  indicator  to  be  placed 
in  the  Strangers'  Gallery,  whereby  visitors 
may  know  the  name  of  the  Member 
speaking,  similar  to  the  arrangement 
existing  in  the  Library  and  other  places 
within  the  House. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  I  will  con- 
sider my  hon.  friend's  suggestion  with  the 
others  which,  have  been  made  to  me  for 
the  introduction  of  further  indicators  of 
debate*;  but  I  would  remind  him  that 
the  case  is  not  quite  analagous  to  that  of 
the  other  instruments,  and  I  think  there 
may  be  strong  objections. 

Sir  BLUNDELL  MAPLE:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  same  time 
consider  the  advisability  of  allowing  our 
friends  in  the  Strangers'  Gallery  to  have 
copies  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day  ? 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  That  is  not 
a  matter  for  my  consideration. 


CABLE    COMMUNICATION    BETWEEN 
THE   CAPE   AND    AUSTRALIA. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  can 
state  to  the  House  whether  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Company  has  asked  for  any 
aid  from  the  Imperial  Government  in 
connection  with  its  proposals  to  lay  a  direct 
cable  between  the  Cape  and  Australia, 
now  accepted  by  the  Governments  of  Ne* 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  Australia, 
Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  can  state  to  the  House 
the  general  nature  of  any  such  request. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W,) :  No  application  for  a  subsidy 
has  reached  the  Treasury  in  connection 
with  the  present  proposals,  and,  so  far  ** 
I  know,  no  subsidy  is  asked  for. 


1437 


Questions. 


{1  Marcji  1900} 


Questions. 


1438 


JOINT  STOCK  COMPANY  SHARE 
TRANSFERS. 

Mr.  MARKS  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's} :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Stamp  Act,  1891,  a  joint 
stock  company  distributing  shares  to  its 
members  by  way  of  dividend  or  bonus  is 
required  to  stamp  each  transfer  with  the 
fixed  duty  of  10s.  as  on  a  transfer  of 
marketable  securities  other  than  on  sale 
or  mortgage,  irrespective  of  the  market 
or  par  value  of  the  shares  transferred  to 
each  member. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Yes,  Sir. 

VOLUNTARY  SUBSCRIPTION  TO 
CHURCH  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  there  has 
been  any  falling  off  in  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions to  Church  schools  in  England  during 
the  last  twelve  months. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  During  the  statistical  year 
ending  August  31st,  1899,  the  voluntary 
subscriptions  to  Church  of  England 
schools  increased  by  £16,673,  as  com- 
pared with  the  amount  in  the  previous 
statistical  year. 

ORGANISATION  OF  SECONDARY 
EDUCATION. 

Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  in  the  impending 
organisation  of  secondary  education,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  appjintment  of  a 
secretary,  due  regard  will  be  had,  apart 
from  any  special  provision  for  techno- 
logical training,  to  the  importance  of 
securing  adequate  recognition  of  scientific 
teaching  in  secondary  schools. 

Sir.  J.  GORST:  Yes;  the  Govern- 
ment is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 
scientific  teaching  in  secondary  schools; 
and  will  take  care  that  nothing  is  done  in 
the  organisation  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  impede  its  efficiency  and  progress. 

SOUTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM- 
PURCHASE  OF  OBJECTS  OF  ART. 

Sir  HENRY  HO  WORTH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 


of  Council  on  Education  if  he  will 
describe  the  process  of  purchasing  objects 
for  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  and 
define  the  responsibilities  of  the  Director 
to  the  Committee  of  Council ;  and  whether 
the  responsibility  for  the  purchase  of 
objects  is  shared  by  any  other  official 
except  the  Director  of  the  Art  Museum 
and  the  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  Council. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  :  Objects  are  pur- 
chased for  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum  on  the  initiative  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Art  and  Science  branches  respec- 
tively. Their  recommendations  are  sup- 
ported, where  they  think  it  desirable,  by 
expert  opinion ;  and  before  sanctioning 
the  purchase  expert  advice  is  called  in  by 
the  Committee  of  Council  in  cases  where 
they  desire  it.  The  responsibility  for  the 
purchase  rests  with  the  Committee  of 
Council  alone.  The  Director  is  only 
responsible  to  them  for  the  advice  he 
gives. 

PARISH  CHURCHYARDS-AUTHORITY 
OVER  MONUMENTS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HAZELL:  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Kev. 
S.  Turner,  Rector  of  Coveney,  Cambridge- 
shire, objected  to  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment in  the  churchyard  of  that  parish 
over  the  grave  of  Mrs.  Chambers  on  the 
grounds  that  it  was  in  the  form  of  an 
obelisk,  which  was  of  heathen  origin,  and 
that  it  had,  as  part  of  the  inscription,  the 
words,  "  Peace,  Perfect  Peace  ?  instead 
of  a  passage  from  the  Scriptures,  or  the 
Liturgy,  which  alone  he  could  allow; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the  removal 
of  the  monument  by  the  rector,  he  was 
sued  for  damages  by  the  deceased's  hus- 
band in  the  county  court  at  Ely,  when 
the  judge  decided  that  the  erection  of  an 
obelisk  was  not  illegal,  and  that  the 
monument  might  be  re-erected ;  and 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
such  exercise  of  authority  by  incumbents 
as  the  custodians  of  parochial  burial 
places. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) ; 
I  understand  that  the  facts  are  stated 
with  substantial  accuracy  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  question,  but  that  no 
such  legal  decision  as  that  indicated  in 
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the  second  paragraph  has  been  given.  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  steps  which  it  is 
possible  for  me  to  take  in  such  a  matter ; 
but  I  may  point  out  that  the  exercise  of 
an  incumbent's  authority  in  such  cases  is, 
as  1  am  advised,  subject  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  ordinary  and  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical and  Civil  Courts. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE-PENSIONS 
OF  EX-SOLDIERS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  seeing  that 
ex-postmen  amd  ex-warders  in  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force  are  allowed  to  count 
their  previous  service  to  the  State  towards 
pension,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  placing  upon  the  same  footing  ex- 
soldiers  who  have  completed  their  twelve 
years  with  the  colours,  more  especially  as 
these  men  are  few  in  number  and  scarcely 
available  for  promotion  owing  to  age. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  The  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
could  not  be  carried  out  without  legisla- 
tion, as  my  right  bon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment stated  in  answer  to  a  similar  ques- 
tion last  April ;  and  I  do  not  see  my  way 
to  initiating  such  legislation. 

LONDON  CAB  RADIUS. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  any  alteration 
is  to  be  made  in  the  London  cab  radius ; 
and,  if  so,  could  he  state  the  extent  of  the 
change. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg  at 
the  same  time  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  has  received  representations  from 
Islington,  Hammersmith,  and  other  ves- 
tries in  the  metropolis  requesting  that  the 
London  cab  radius  should  be  extended, 
as  recommended  by  the  Departmental 
Committee  of  1895  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  carry  out  these 
recommendations. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  In  answer 
to  these  questions  I  have  to  say  that 
representations  have  been  received  by  me 
from  four  of  the  metropolitan  vestries 
(but  not  from  Islington),  requesting  an 
extension  of  the  cab  radius,  but  that  I  do 
not  see  my  way  to  make  any  such  altera- 
tion at  present. 
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Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  in  view  of 
the  inconvenience  caused  to  the  public  by 
the  simultaneous  absence  through  illness 
of  three  of  the  metropolitan  police  magis- 
trates in  December  last,  he  intends  to 
introduce  legislation  to  amend  the  lair 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  deputies  ; 
whether,  in  view  of  the  increasing  work 
of  the  police  courts,  he  can  see  his  way 
to  appoint  additional  magistrates;  and 
whether  the  services  of  the  county  magis- 
trates could  be  utilised  in  trying  School 
Board  and  vaccination  cases. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  This  whole 
subject  has  recently  been  carefully  con- 
sidered by  a  Departmental  Committee, 
but  I  am  unable  to  say  what  measures 
will  eventually  be  adopted  for  dealing 
with  it. 

MATCH  RULES. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  an  arbitration  on 
the  new  Match  Rules  will  take  place  on 
the  2nd,  3rd,  and  5th  of  the  month ;  and 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  suspend 
the  arbitration  and  adopt  the  new  proce- 
dure to  be  introduced  by  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Bill,  of  which  notice  has  been 
given. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes,  Sir. 
The  dates  given  are  those  fixed  for  the 
arbitration  in  London.  As  regards  the 
second  paragraph,  the  rules  under  arbi- 
tration are  the  outcome  of  action  which 
the  Home  Office  has  been  taking  for 
many  months,  and  it  would  be  most 
undesirable  to  postpone  a  settlement  until 
a  new  Factory  Act  has  come  into  force, 
and  then  to  commence  proceedings  de  im 

RETURN  OF  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Horn* 
Department  whether  there  is  any  objec- 
tion to  give  the  Return  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Mem)  er 
for  East  Wicklow,  which  appears  on  the 
Notice  Paper  this  day. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  My  main 
objection  to  granting  this  Return  is  that 
I  cannot  myself  see,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  from  the  hon.  Member 
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who  asks  for   it,  what    useful  purpose  I 
the  Return  is  expected  to  serve.     It  is  a 
costly  one  to  prepare,  and  seems  to  con- 1 
tain  little  of  value  which  cannot  be  got 
from  the  annual  Reports  of  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Is  it  not  a 
continuation  of  a  Return  more  than  once 
granted? 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes,  and 
it  is  from  looking  at  the  Return  that  I 
have  formed  the  conclusion  that  its  value 
is  not  proportionate  to  the  expense  it 
involves.  I  shall  be  glad,  however,  to 
see  the  hon.  Member  who  asks  for  it  on 
the  subject. 

LEAD  POISONING  IN  THE  POTTERIES- 
MESSRS.  DOULTON. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whethor  he  has  yet 
received  a  Report  from  the  Chief  Inspec- 
tor of  Factories  on  the  pircumstances  in 
connection  with  the  proceedings  against 
Messrs.  Doulton';  and,  if  so,  what  action 
he  has  taken  to  secure  compliance  with 
the  special  rules  as  by  law  established. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  1  have  re- 1 
ceived  the  Chief  Inspector's  Report  on  this 
case.  He  has  caused  Messrs.  Doulton  to 
be  warned  that  they  must  provide  with- 1 
out  delay  the  washing  accommodation  re- 
quired by  the  special  rules  in  force  in  their 
works.  If  they  fail  to  do  so,  further 
legal  proceedings  will  be  taken. 

COMMUNICATION  ON  PASSENGER 
TRAINS. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER(Cheshire,Nortk 
wich)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  the  railway  com* 
panies  are  about  to  introduce,  or  have 
introduced,  a  means  of  communication 
between  passenger  and  guard  and  driver 
which  depends  for  its  successful  action 
upon  a  partial  application  of  the  automa- 
tic brake ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  intro- 
duction of  this  means  of  communication 
is  supported  by  the  technical  officers  of 
his  ^Department  and  by  the  engineering 
officers  of  the  railway  companies  or  the 
Hallway  Association. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
correspondence  upon  this  subject  recently 
presented  to  Parliament  (Cd.  71).     The 


introduction  of  the  means  of  communica- 
tion is  supported  by  the  technical  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by  the 
responsible  managers  of  most  of  the  large 
companies. 

DELAYS    ON    THE    UNDERGROUND 
RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MASSEY-MAINWARING  (Fins- 
bury,  Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  o?  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
lelay  on  the  Underground  Railway  on 
VIonday  night,  the  19th  instant,  owing  to 
i  breakdown,  and  to  a  passenger's  state- 
ment that  he  had  elicited  from  the  officials 
at  a  station  that  they  are  habitually  kept 
in  ignorance  of  the  facts  when  such 
incidents  occur ;  and  whether  the  Board 
of  Trade  has  power  to  compel  railway 
companies  to  post  up  at  stations  notice  of 
probable  delay  beyond  a  reasonable  time, 
and  so  afford  passengers  the  opportunity 
«)f  reaching  their  destination  by  other 
|  routes. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  No,  Sir;  the  Board  of 
Trade  cannot  compel  the  companies  to 

i  post  up  such  notices,  and  I  doubt  whether 
the  suggestion  is  of  much  practical  value. 
The  manager  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
lias  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Board  deal- 
ing fully  with  the  subject  of  the  question, 
ind  I  shall  be  happy  to  supply  the  hon. 

[  Member  with  a  copy  if  desired. 

WORKMEN'S  SHELTERS. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  has  received  a  copy  of 
I  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Dublin  Trades 
Council,  requesting  city  builders  and 
contractors  to  provide  shelters  where 
workmen  can  retire  from  rain  and  cook 
their  food,  and  also  requesting  municipal 
councils  and  other  public  bodies  to  have  a 
clause  inserted  in  all  future  contracts  pro- 
viding such  shelters ;  and  whether  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  take  any  steps  to 
forward  this  movement  by  its  influence 
and  legislation. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  matter  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

MERCANTILE   MARINE    AND    ROYAL 
NAVAL      RESERVE  —  ENCOURAGE- 
MENT  OF  BOY  RECRUITING. 
Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR  (Liver- 

pool,  Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether, 
seeing  that  the  scheme  to  encourage  the 
entrance  of  British  boys  into  the  ftlercan- 
tile  Marine  and  Royal  Naval  Reserve  by 
the  offer  of  a  partial  rebate  of  light  dues 
to  shipowners  carrying  such  boys  has 
failed  to  meet  with  a  satisfactory  response, 
he  would  appoint  a  Departmental  or 
other  Committee  to  consider,  in  consulta- 
tion with  shipowners  and  others  con- 
cerned, the  best  mode  of  applying  the 
sum  which  the  Government  is  willing  to 
grant  in  furtherance  of  these  national 
objects. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  scheme  has  only 
been  in  operation  a  short  time,  and  until 
it  has  had  a  longer  trial  it  is  not  possible 
to  form  any  opinion  as  to  its  ultimate 
result.  As  the  advantages  of  the  scheme 
become  more  generally  known  I  trust 
that  more  boys  will  be  employed.  The 
Act  provides  for  the  continuance  of  the 
scheme  until  31st  March,  1905,  and  it 
would  be  premature  at  present  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  its  operation. 

i. WATERLOO  AND  CITY  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  KESWICK  (Surrey,  Epsom) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  the  attention  of  the  Board 
lias  been  called  to  the  management  of  the 
Waterloo  and  Citv  Railway,  the  accom- 
modation provided,  and  the  regulations 
made  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers 
from  Waterloo  to  the  City,  particularly 
between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  10.30 
a.m. ;  if  so,  whether  the  Board  have  taken, 
or  intend  to  take,  any,  and  what,  steps, 
to  secure  better  management  and  accom- 
modation ;  if  not,  whether  he  will  in- 
struct the  proper  officer  to  visit  the 
station  at  Waterloo  on  several  mornings, 
in  order  that  he  may  report  to  the  Board 
on  such  management  and  accommodation, 
and  that  the  Board  may  make  regulations 
for  improvement  therein. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Board  of  Trade 
are  not  in  a  position  to  interfere  in  such  a 
matter  relating  to  the  management  of  a 
railway.  They  understand,  however, 
from  the  manager  of  the  London  and 
South- Western  Railway  that  the  number 
of  trains  run  from  Waterloo  to  the  City  is 
as  great  as  can  be  run  with  safety,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  complaints  of  over- 
crowding steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
company  to  regulate  the  number  of  per- 
sons to  be  admitted  to  the  platform  at  one 


time,  an  arrangement  which,  it  is  stated, 
has  been  attended  with  satisfactory 
results. 

P.  AND   O.   STEAMERS— ACCOMMODA- 
TION   FOR    ASIATICS. 

♦Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can  state 
the  number  of  Asiatic  or  other  native  able 
seamen,  and    the  number  of  Asiatics  or 
natives   engaged  in  the  stokehold    and 
engineroom  of  Peninsular  and   Oriental 
steamships  "  Arcadia,"  "  Carthage,"  and 
"  China,"  respectively  ;  also  the  number 
of  places  provided  for  the  accommodation 
and  appropriated  for  the    use   of  such 
persons ;  and  the  cubical  space  and  the 
number  of  superficial  feet  measured  on 
the  deck  or  floor  provided  for  each  person 
in  each  of  these  ships. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  number  of  Asia- 
tics engaged  on  deck  and  in  the  stoke- 
hold of  the  "Arcadia  "  is  1 23,  the  number 
of  spaces  allotted  to  their  use  is  four  and 
the  aggregate  superficial  area  works  out 
to  nine  and  a  half  square  feet  per  man, 
while  the  cubic  capacity  is  seventy  six 
cubic  feet  per  man.  The  men,  however, 
are  so  distributed  throughout  the  spaces 
as  in  some  cases  to  give  them  less  and  in 
others  more  than  the  space  required  by 
the  Act.  In  the  case  of  the  "China' 
there  are  129  Asiatics  with  two  spaces 
allotted  to  them,  in  each  of  which  rather 
over  the  floor  area  per  man  required  by 
the  Imperial  Act  is  provided,  and  the 
cubic  capacity  per  man  is  ninety-two  and 
ninety-four  feet  per  man,  as  against  the 
seventy-two  feet  provided  by  the  statute. 
The  "  Carthage  "  is  abroad,  and  I  am  not 
in  possession  of  the  particulars  asked  for 
in  the  question. 

WELSHPOOL  TELEGRAPHIC 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

Colonel  PRYCE  -  JONES  (Mont- 
gomery  Boroughs):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  how  soon 
effect  will  be  given  to  the  report  of  the 
inquiry  regarding  the  telegraphic  arrange- 
ments at  Welshpool  and  adjoining  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  regrets  that  owing  to  an  over- 
sight a  reply  has  been  sent  to  a  letter 
which  the  hon.  Member  addressed  to  him 
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>ject.  The  amount  of  business 
x>l  and  in  the  adjoining  districts 
cient  to  justify  a  direct  wire  to 
>  great  centres  of  trade  ;  but  it 
sible  that  by  some  re-arrange- 
le  wires  in  the  neighbourhood 
ement  in  the  service  can  be 
id  the  Postmaster  General  will 
to  have    this  carried   out  as 


OFFICE  EXPENDITURE  ON 
TELEPHONES. 

MBER  (Wandsworth) :  I  beg 
i  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
ig  the  Postmaster  General, 
ress  has  been  made  by  the  Post 
artment  with  the  expenditure 
o  millions  of  money  voted  for 
purposes  last  session  ;  when  the 
e  will  be  able  to  supply  the 
bh  telephonic  communication ; 
e  will  state  the  terms  on  which 
)ffice  propose  to  give  the  public 
munication  ;  and  whether  the 
i  of  the  Post  Office  will  be 
iommunication  with  those  of  the 
Telephone  Company. 

[ANBURY  :  Large  contracts 
idy  been  made,  and  others  will 
ily  be  concluded,  for  plant  and 
ind  wires  involving  an  expendi- 
out  half  a  million  pounds  out  of 
d  a  quarter  million  pounds  which 
>n  exchange  will  probably  cost, 
ly  has  necessarily  been  caused 
ition  with  the  large  number  oi 
ho,  in  the  first  instance,  control 
ing  of  wayleaves,  but  these 
w  given  their  consent  the  work 
rried  on  at  once  over  the  whole 
irge  London  area.  The  Post 
ect  to  afford  telephonic  commu- 
n  nearly  the  whole  of  the  City 
Strand  and  Charing  Cross 
the  whole  of  Westminster, 
telgravia,  South  Kensington  and 
►n  to  Notting  Hill,  West  Ken- 
irompton,  Fulham,  Wimbledon, 
Barnes,  and  Mortlake,  Kew, 
,  Twickenham,  Kingston,  Nor- 

Surbiton,  Hammersmith,  Turn- 
>n,  and  Chiswick,  by  the  end  of 

I  will  have  a  map  placed  in 
oom  showing  this  large  district, 
be  general  plan  of  the  wires  in 

of  the  London  area.  In  view 
impetition    with  the    National 

Company,  it  would  be  obviously 
disclose  the  rates  to  be  charged 
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until  it  is  necessary  to  canvass  for  subscri- 
bers. There  is  no  power  to  compel  the 
National  Telephone  Company  to  allow 
intercommunication  between  their  ex- 
changes and  that  of  the  Post  Office,  but 
in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  such 
intercommunication  to  the  public,  all 
reasonable  steps  will  be  taken  to  effect  it, 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  London 
County  Council  as  the  chief  road  authority 
may  be  of  considerable  assistance  in 
bringing  about  that  desirable  result. 

MANCHESTER  TOWN  POSTMEN. 

Mr.  SCHWANN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  has 
under  consideration  the  awarding  of  good 
conduct  stripes  to  a  number  of  Manchester 
town  postmen,  who  formerly  held  the 
positions  of  junior  postmen,  and  who  have 
had  various  interviews  with  the  local 
postmaster,  and  sent  a  petition  last  Sep- 
I  tember  to  the  Postmaster  General  on  the 
subject ;  and  when  will  a  decision  be 
given  and  the  stripes  issued. 

Mr.  H ANBURY  :  The  matter  referred 
to  is  still  under  consideration,  but  the 
recommendations  of  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee  with  regard  to  junior  post- 
men have  already  been  fully  carried  out, 
and  there  is  little  if  any  prospect  of  being 
able  to  comply  with  the  desire  of  the  men 
in  question. 

JAMAICA  FBUIT  TRADE. 
Sir  JOSEPH  SAVORY  (Westmore- 
I  land,  Appleby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  when  the  contract 
for  the  conveyance  of  fruit  by  a  line  of 
steamers  from  Jamaica  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  contract  is  not 
yet  signed.  It  will  probably  be  signed 
very  shortly,  and  will  then  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

QUEEN'S  GATE  POST  OFFICE. 

Sir   MICHAEL  FOSTER:  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  to  the   Treasury,  as 

I  representing     the    Postmaster    General, 

whether  he  has  received  a  communication 

from   the  Royal  Commissioners  of  the 

Exhibition  of  1851  respecting  the  decision 

I  to  place  a  post  office  on  a  site  in  Queen's 

j  Gate  on  land  conveyed  by  the  Commis- 

Isionerft  on   31st  March,    1890,   to    Her 

Majesty's  Office  of   Works,  which   was 

released  from  the  stipulations  of  the  con- 
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veyance  of  1864  that  the  land  comprised 
therein  should  be  permanently  used  for 
the  pnrposes  of  scienceand  the  arts, but  was 
at  the  same  time  subjected  to  the  restric- 
tion that  it  should  not  be  used  for  trade 
or  business  or  in  any  manner  which  might 
become  an  annoyance  to  the  estate  of  the 
Commissioners  or  any  of  their  tenants; 
and  whether,  a  post  office  being  a  place 
used  for  trade  or  business,  he  will  confer 
with  the  Royal  Commissioners  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  has  received  no  such  communica- 
tion, but  he  understands  that  one  has 
been  addressed  to  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works.  He  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider any  representations  which  the  Royal 
Commissioners  may  make  to  him  as  to 
the  new  post  office  which  it  is  proposed 
to  erect  at  South  Kensington. 

TRUNK  TELEPHONE  IN  WEST  CLARE. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  a  trunk  telephone  between 
Limerick,  Ennis,  and  West  Clare  can  be 
established  for  the  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  those  districts. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  National  Tele 
phone  Company  have  a  small  exchange 
at  Ennis,  and  the  Postmaster  General  is 
not  prepared  to  provide  a  trunk  circuit 
without  guarantee.  The  small  amount  of 
business  which  might  be  expected  would 
not  justify  him  in  doing  so  under  other 
conditions.  There  is  no  telephone  ex- 
change at  any  other  place  in  W est  Clare. 

FORFARSHIRE  SHERIFF  CLERKSHIP. 
Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Ix>rd  Advocate  whether 
the  gentleman  recently  appointed  to  the 
sheriff  clerkship  of  Forfarshire  holds  the 
appointments  of  clerk  of  the  peace  for 
Forfarshire  and  for  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dundee ;  and  whether  he  will  be 
required  to  resign  the  two  latter  offices, 
as  was  done  under  similar  circumstances 
by  his  predecessor. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  is  in  the 
affirmative ;  to  the  second  in  the  negative. 
It  is  quite  usual  for  a  sheriff  clerk  to  hold 
the  office  of  clerk  of  peace. 


SCOTTISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
ACCOUNT. 


I  Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
!  bog  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 

the  Local  Government  Board  has,  under 
j  Section  30  (7)  of  the  Local  Government 
I  (Scotland)  Act,  1894,  prescribed  rule*  m 
j  to  the  publication  of  accounts  ;  and,  if  eo, 
l  whether  they  enforce  the  publication  of  • 

list  of  paupers,  the  relief  given  to  each, 
1  and  the  salaries  of  poor  law  officers. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  Tke 
Local  Government  Board  have  not  pro- 
scribed rules  under  the  section  referred 
to.  That  section,  however,  deals  onlj 
with  parish  trusts,  and  could  not  authorise 
rules  requiring  publication  of  the  itemi 
specified  in  the  question. 

NEW  QUAY  HARBOUR,  COUNTY 
CLARE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  u 
aware  that  the  harbour  at  New  Quay, 
County  Clare,  is  almost  unserviceable, 
owing  to  the  strong  tidal  current  between 
the  mainland  and  Aughenish  Island, 
causing  a  deposit  of  rock  and  gravel; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  steps  are 
taken  to  repair  this  harbour  in  view  of 
the  inconvenience  caused  by  its  present 
condition. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  secretary  of  the  count? 
council  reports  that  that  body  at  their 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last  directed 
the  county  surveyor  to  expend  a  sum  of 
£30,  out  of  an  available  sum  of  JW 
towards  clearing  the  harbour  at  New 
Quay. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Wfll 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  instruc- 
tions that  more  money  shall  be  spent  in 
the  repair  of  this  harbour  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  have  no  power 
to  give  such  instructions  to  the  count/ 
council. 

ATHBOY  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  be*  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  * 
representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tke 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  will  ha 
explain  on  what  grounds  the  Ix*J 
Government  Board  have  ordered  tke 
Trim  Board  of  Guardians  against  their 
will  to  pay  £2  2s.  to  the  Atbboy  medieel 
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officer's  substitute  whilst  that  officer  was 
ittending  on  subpoena  at  the  February 
Quarter  Sessions  of  Trim,  as  witness  on  a 
rivil  bill  for  damages  for  assault  by  the 
schoolmaster  of  Bafiinor  on  a  boy  attend- 
nc  school  there ;  and  whether,  as  the  case 
ww  be  heard  again  on  appeal,  the  rate- 
Dayers  have  to  pay  that  medical  officer's 
jubetitute  a  second  time  if  that  officer  has 
:o  attend  on  the  appeal ;  and  whether  it 
8  intended  by  the  Government  no  allow 
,he  Local  Government  Board  to  continue 
x>  make  the  ratepayers  chargeable  with 
nodical  attendance  in  cases  in  which  they 
ire  not  concerned,  or  to  pay  for  the  sub- 
stitutes of  medical  officers  subpoenaed  as 
witnesses. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  Local  Govern- 
nent  Board  have  been  advised  that  a 
nedical  officer  compelled  by  subpoena  to 
)6  absent  from  his  district  is  temporarily 
ncapacitated  from  performing  his  duties 
vithin  the  meaning  of  the  Relief  Act  and 
Orders,  and  the  board  of  guardians  were 
jound,  therefore,  to  make  provision  for 
Me  care  of  the  sick  poor  during  his 
ibsence  by  employing  and  paying  a 
temporary  substitute.  If  the  dispensary 
(nedical  officer  is  again  compelled  by 
tubpoena  to  leave  his  district  temporarily, 
t  will  be  again  necessary  for  the  guardians 
x>  employ  and  pay  a  substitute  to  perform 
lis  duties.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  rare 
xseurrence  for  a  board  of  guardians  to 
lave  to  incur  expenses  such  as  these. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  If 
he  medical  officer  attends  on  a  subpoena, 
toes  he  not  receive  a  fee  for  it  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Yes,  and  in  that 
ase  he  would  pay  his  substitute  from  his 
wn  pocket. 

KISH  LANGUAGE  IN  IRISH  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
sk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  | 
•ieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
lat  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
ational  Education  in  Ireland  have  | 
sceived  a  letter  from  the  Gaelic  League 
rging  the  desirability  of  conserving  the 
rish  language  in  the  schools  in  the 
itcrest  of  the  poor  people  of  Ireland,  as 

now  done  with  the  Welsh  language  in 
ifales  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
i  Council  on  Education  for  Great  Britain ; 
hether  he  will  say  what  answer  has 
sen  sent ;  and  if  under  the  circumstances 
*  will  take  the  whole  matter  into  favour- 
able consideration. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
I  four)  :  The  Commissioners  have  received 
the  letter  referred  to  in  the  first  para- 
graph. The  matter  is  now  under  their 
consideration.  They  are  the  proper 
authorities  to  deal  with  it  in  connection 
with  the  revision  and  alteration  of  the 
school  programme  shortly  to  be  carried 
out. 

NEWBLISS  COURT-HOUSE. 
Mr.  xMACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  Geneial  for  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  Clones 
Rural  District  Council  No.  1  have  pasied 
a  resolution  condemning  the  practice  of 
using  the  Newbliss  court-house  for  party 
purposes ;  and  that  the  Monaghan  County 
Council  have  adopted  the  resolution  of 
the  Clones  Rural  Council  calling  for  a  dis- 
I  continuance  of  the  practice  of  holding 
periodical  party  meetings  in  the  court- 
house, and  hoisting  party  flags  on  the 
building ;  and  what  steps  do  the  Irish 
Executive  propose  to  take  in  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Resolutions,  I 
understand,  have  been  passed  to  the  effect 
stated  in  the  first  paragraph.  The 
practice  of  holding  party  meetings  in  and 
of  displaying  party  flags  from  a  building 
used  as  a  court-house  in  any  part  of  Ireland 
is,  in  the  view  of  the  Government,  most 
objectionable,  and  the  magistrates  con- 
cerned in  this  case  who  have  already  been 
communicated  with  in  the  matter  concur 
in  that  opinion.  Some  doubt  apparently 
exists  in  their  mind  as  to  their  powers  of 
control  over  the  one  room  in  the  building 
which  is  used  for  the  purposes  of  petty 
I  sessions.  The  Government  will  inquire 
further  into  the  matter. 

KILKENNY  LAND  SUB-COMMISSION. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  can  explain  why  there  has 
not  been  a  sitting  of  the  Land  Sub-Com- 
mission in  Kilkenny  for  three  years  to 
deal  with  a  large  number  of  cases  listed 
for  the  fixing  of  rent;  and  whether  he 
can  say  when  the  Commission  will  sit. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  hon.  Member 
las  been  misinformed.  The  last  sitting 
')f  a  Sub-Commission  in  Kilkenny  was  in 
ipril,  1899,  and  not  three  years  ago, 
is  stated.  A  Sub-Commission  will  hold 
mother  sitting  there  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months. 
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HUSH    RAILWAY   AMALGAMATION 
BILL. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :   I  beg  to 
ask   Mr.   Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
as  representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the   Lord  Lieutenant  of    Ireland,    with 
reference  to  a  letter  addressed  by  the] 
Irish  Board  of  Works  to  the  Limerick 
Harbour  Board  warning  that  body  not  to 
incur  any  expense  in  connection  with  the  I 
opposition    to  the   Great   Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgama- 
tion Bill  now   before  Parliament    with-] 
out  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Works,  I 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  promoters 
of  the  Amalgamation  Bill  have  been  cir- 1 
culating  a  report  that  the  Board  of  Works 
is  in  favour  of  their  Bill ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that    the    Limerick    Corporation, 
Limerick  Harbour  Board,  and  all  other 
representative  bodies  in  Limerick  City 
are  representing  the  wishes  of  the  citizens 
in  opposing  the  proposed  amalgamation ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Limerick  I 
Harbour  Board  is  a  solvent  body  fully 
able  to  meet  its  Labilities ;  and  whether 
he  will  see  that  no  further  action  is  taken 
in  this  matter  by  the  Board  of  Works 
which  might  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  right  of  the  Limerick  Harbour  Board 
to  influence  Parliament  in  opposition  to  a 
Bill  now  awaiting  its  consideration. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  This  is  a  question 
that  should  properly  be  addressed  to  my 
right  hon.   friend  the  Secretary  to  the' 
Treasury. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  will  put 
it  down  for  Monday. 

TOBACCO  CULTIVATION  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  what  is  the 
Act  which  prohibits  the  growing  of 
tobacco  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
whether,  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  a  Bill  for 
the  repeal  of  such  Act  would  be  supported 
by  the  Government. 

♦The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  There 
are  several  Acts  of  Parliament  affecting 
the  question,  but  the  one  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  probably  1  and  2 
William  IV.,  chapter  13,  which  revived 
the  provisions  of  1 2  Charles  II.  As  to 
the  last  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  ques- 
tion, I  must  refer  him  to  my  right  hon.1 
friend  the  Chief  Secretary. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Perhaw 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will  be 
kind  enough  to  tell  me. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

SALISBURY  PLAIN  MANOEUVRING 
GROUND  -  THE  NKTHKRAVQK 
ESTATE. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  a* 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  wa 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  action  whhk 
at  the  request  of  the  Chancellor  of  tin 
Exchequer  he,  in  conjunction  with  tk 
First    Lord    of    the    Treasury,   took  to . 
check    the     financial     aspect     of    tk ; 
question  of  the  purchase  of  land  by  tk  j 
War  Office  for  manoeuvres  on  Salisbury  f 
Plain  including  the  estate  of  Nethemra;  j 
did  such  action  extend  to  any  examine 
tion  into  the  nominal  or  real  rental  of  tk 
property ;  did  it  extend  to  the  estimation 
of  the  value  of  the  property  as  compewi 
.with  the  price  to  be  paid  ;  did  it  extend 
to  the  nomination  of  one  or  both  of  Ik 
arbitrators,     Mr.     William     Sturge,  ft 
Bristol,   and  Mr.  Elias  P.   Squarey,  of 
Salisbury,     who     fixed     the     price   of 
Netheravon ;  and  did  it  extend  to  anj 
other  properties  besides  Netheravon. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Perhaps  I  m 
best  satisfy  my  hon.  friend  by  stating  Ik 
course  pursued  in  the  valuation  and  p* 
chase  of  land  by  the  War  Office  fcr 
manoeuvres  on  Salisbury  Plain,  inchN&f 
the  estate  of  Netheravon.  The  aetata 
of  the  land  required  was  carried  out  bj[* 
Committee  consisting  of  the  FunneU 
Secretary  of  the  War  Office,  the  Adinttft 
General,  the  Quartermaster  General,  vi 
the  Inspector  General  of  Fortification 
The  Committee  dealt  with  all  propoab 
referring  to  the  acquisition  of  land  ui 
any  questions  arising  therefrom,  asautod 
by  Messrs.  Eawlence  and  Squarey,  d 
Salisbury,  who  were  selected  to  cany  o* 
the  various  negotiations  on  account  of 
their  local  knowledge  and  experiem 
The  valuations  were  made  in  all  catf*  If 
Messrs.  Rawlence  and  Squarey,  •■ 
wherever  the  Committee  thought  ft 
desirable  a  separate  valuation  was  ntfk 
on  behalf  of  the  War  Office  by  Mr.  flwd, 
their  professional  surveyor.  The  0o» 
mittee  thought  it  desirable  in  the  cue* 
the  Netheravon  Estate,  and  Mr.  B*el 
valued  it  at  £95,000.  As  regardi  tf| 
estate,  it  was  considered,  in  view  « 
22  Geo.  III.,  c.  45,  and  of  the  decided  a* 
of  "  Royse  v.  Birlev,"  that  if  land  beta* 
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a  Member  of  Parliament  was- taken  I 
reement  a  question  might  be  raised 
whether  the  transaction  were  not 
i  the  prohibition  of  the  statute, 
iingly  it  was  decided  by  the  Com- 
)  that  the  purchase  should  be 
3d  under  the  Defence  Aet,  1842, 
i  authorises  compulsory  acquisition 
id — a  notice  to  treat  under  that  Act 
srved  on  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach — 
he  case  proceeded  to  arbitration  to 
nine  the  compensation  to  be  paid, 
e  two  arbitrators,  one,  Mr,  Squarey, 
elected  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

the  other,  Mr.  Sturgef  by  Sir 
lei  Hicks  Beach,  and  an  umpire,  Mr. 
ikley,  was  appointed  by  the  arbitra- 
in  usual  course.  No  difference  of 
3n,  however,  arose  between  the 
rotors  as  to  the  terms  of  the  pur- 
,  and  the  umpire's  services  were  not 
red.     The  House  will  see  that  in 

circumstances  no  question  arose  in 
l  the  intervention  of  the  First  Lord 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was 
Ifor. 

OF      NORMAN      FRENCH      IN 
LRLIAMENTARY   CEREMONIAL. 

IL  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) :  I  beg 
k  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  will 
[plain  why  the  Royal  Assent  to  Act* 
trliament  is  not  given  in  the  English 
lage  but  in  Norman  French,  a  Ian 
e  which  at  this  day  is  but  imperfectly 
rstood  and  by  only  a  few  of  the 
Le  of  this  country.  May  I  say  thai 
question  has  been  so  altered  since  I 
rated  it  at  the  Table  that  the  point  I 
in  it  is  no  longer  identifiable  by  me. 
loubt  it  has  encountered  one  of  those 
ents  which  sometimes  occur.  But  I 
accept  the  question  in  the  form  in 
h  it  stands  and  ask  leave  to  add  a 
lementary  question. 

Et.  SPEAKER  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
Dses,  without  appealing  to  me  as  to 
alteration,  to  ask,  in  the  form  of  a 
lementary  question,  the  part  which 
struck  out,  that  is  not  the  proper 
le  to  take. 

EL  KIMBER :  I  do  not  intend  to  do 
I  only  wish  to  ask  whether  the 
r  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  aware  that 
only  is  the  Royal  Assent  to  Acts  of 
ament  given  in  Norman  French,  but 
communications  between  the  two 
tea  are  made  in  that  language  until 
thing    unusual  happens,   when   the 


individuals  charged  with  the  duty  of 
making  them  are  found  unequal  to  the 
task. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  should 
like  to  ask,  for  the  information  of  the 
Bouse,  whether  the  Clerks  at  the  Table 
have  authority  to  alter  questions  without 
communicating  with  the  Member  con- 
cerned I 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  May  I  ask 
whether,  if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
contemplates  any  change,  he  will  substi- 
tute for  Norman  French  the  best  lan- 
guage of  all — namely,  Irish  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  practice  is  that 
if  a  question  is  brought  to  the  table 
which  contains  some  matter  or  is  put 
in  a  form  which  is  not  regular,  the 
hon.  Member  concerned  is,  if  possible, 
communicated  with.  Sometimes  it  is 
impossible  to*  communicate  with  the 
hon.  Member,  and  the  change  is  one 
which  the  clerks  at  the  table  have  every 
reason  to  believe  he  would  give  his  assent 
to  if  it  were-  shown  to  him.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances they  very  often  take  upon 
themselves  to  assume  that  he  would  rather 
the  correction  was  made  at  once  than  that 
his  question  should  be  postponed  in  order 
I  that  it  might  be  submitted  to  him.  But 
when  the  correction  raises  matter  of 
importance  they  invariably  r  I  think, 
I  submit  it  to  him. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Would  not 
the  regular  course,  in  that  case,  be  to 
postpone  the  putting  of  the  question  until 
the  Member  has  been  communicated 
with! 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  have  already  dealt 
with  that  point. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  In  answer  to 
the  supplementary  question  put  by  my 
hon.  friend  behind  me,  I  have  to  say  that 
it  is  extremely  probable  that  the  amount 
of  Norman  French  at  the  command  of  the 
officials  of  the  House  of  Lords  may  not 
be  equal  to  every  emergency.  As  regards 
the  question  on  the  Paper,  the  fact  that 
the  Royal  Assent  is  given  in  Norman 
French  is  surely  a  most  interesting  relic 
of  antiquity,  showing  how  far  back  our 
Parliamentary  institutions  go ;  and  I  feel 
convinced  that,  on  reflection,  my  hon. 
friend  himself  would  be  the  last  person  to 
desire  to  change  it. 

Mr.  KIMBER:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware  that 
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the  use  of  Norman  French  was  only  re- 
introduced— alter  years  of  desuetude — in 
the  worst  days  of  the  Stuarts,  with  other 
French  customs  from  the  Paris  Court  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

CIVIL  SERVICE— REPORTS  OF  OFFI- 
CIALS ON  SUBORDINATES. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  extend  to 
officers  of  all  grades  in  the  Civil  Service 
similar  regulations  to  those  already  in 
force  in  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Royal 
Marines,  which  require  that  an  annual 
confidential  Report  by  superior  officers 
upon  a  subordinate,  which  is  of  an  adverse 
character  and  effects  his  fitness  for  his 
present  position  or  for  promotion  to  a 
higher  one,  shall  be  read  verbatim  to  him 
by  his  superior  officer ;  and  whether,  in 
the  interests  of  justice,  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  will  direct,  by  a  minute,  the 
heads  of  Departments  to  communicate  to 
a  subordinate  the  result  of  a  report  which 
is  held  to  prejudice  his  chances  of  further 
advancement  in  the  Civil  Service ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  a  copy  of  such  minute  of 
their  Lordship  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  at  the  same  time  that 
it  is  promulgated  to  Departments. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  An  Order  in 
Council  in  November,  1898,  Section  20, 
provides  that  no  annual  increase  of  salary 
8 hall  be  allowed  to  a  civil  servant  without 
a  certificate  from  his  immediate  superior, 
countersigned  by  the  head  of  his  Depart- 1 
ment.     If  his  immediate  superior  or  the  I 
head  of  his  Department  declines  to  give  a  I 
certificate,  he  is  bound  to  state  his  reasons,  I 
and  the  official  affected  is  entitled  to  know  I 
the  objection. 

Captain  NORTON:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  agree  that  the  course 
followed  should  be  the  same  as  that 
followed  in  the  military  service  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No;  I  think  in 
substance  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  are  fairly  carried  out,  and 
1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  modify 
the  arrangement. 

THE    COMPANIES   BILL. 
Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  it  is  intended  to  take  the  Second  | 
Beading    of  the  Companies  Bill  before 
Easter ;  and,  if  so,  when. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  an 
opportunity  of  reading  this  Bill  a  second 
time  may  be  found  before  Easter,  but  I 
cannot,  of  course,  promise  it. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY :  Will  notice  be 
given  of  it  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon  Member  for  Waterford  1  beg 
bo  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  n 
he  can  now  fix  a  date  for  Committee  of 
Supply  on  Civil  Service  Estimates;  tod 
whether,  for  the  convenience  of  a  number 
of  Members,  he  can  say  that  the  date  will 
not  be  before  the  21st  of  March. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any  date  for  moving  the 
Speaker  out  of  the  chair  on  the  CM 
Service  Estimates.  But  I  think  I  may 
indicate,  at  all  events,  the  extreme 
probability  that  we  shall  have  to  get  the 
Votes  for  the  Navy  and  the  Army  before 
we  ask  the  House  to  move  the  Speaker 
out  of  the  chair.  I  have  promised  to 
give  a  week's  notice  of  the  date  on  which 
we  shall  do  that. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  Can  the  Firs* 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  state  whether 
the  Navy  Estimates  will  be  resumed  to- 
morrow, and  what  the  business  will  be  ot 
Monday  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  off  till  to- 
morrow any  question  about  next  week. 
With  regard  to  to-morrow,  I  hope  we 
shall  finish  Vote  1  to-day.  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  that.  In  that  case  we 
I  shall  put  down  Supplementary  Estimate! 
first  to-morrow,  and  Vote  10  second. 

Mr.    WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lick- 
|  field) :  Will  the  Army  Estimates  be  taken 
next  week  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Very  likelj. 


NEW  BILLS. 


CHARITABLE    LOANS     (IRELAND- 
Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed-- 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  KH 
to  amend  the  Charitable   Loan  Societies 
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(Ireland)    Act,     1843."—  (The     Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.) 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  This  Bill 
is  in  danger  of  becoming  a  hardy  annual. 
It  has  been  introduced  now  for  two 
successive  years,  but  the  Government 
have  made  no  effort  to  pass  it  into  law. 
If  the  Bill  were  so  drawn  that  it  would 
do  what  is  claimed  for  it,  it  would  pro- 
bably pass  without  any  discussion  what- 
ever. A  great  many  Members  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  are  deeply  interested 
in  this  Bill,  and  I  think  we  are  entitled 
to  ask  for  some  statement  of  the  policy 
the  Government  intend  to  pursue  in  the 
present  session.  Is  the  Bill  to  be  again 
introduced,  hung  up,  put  off  from  day  to 
day,  and  no  attempt  made  to  carry  it 
through  1  There  exists  no  desire  to 
obstruct  the  Bill.  It  has  been  intro- 
duced to  meet  a  most  scandalous  state  of 
things,  which  has  arisen  entirely  from  the 

Kiss  neglect  by  the  Government  of  Ire- 
d  of  their  own  business.  These  loan 
societies  are  not  private  ventures ;  they 
are  societies  instituted  under  a  statute 
with  sixty  sections  passed  in  1843,  which 
was  taken  by  both  debenture  holders  and 
borrowers  to  give  the  security  of  a 
careful  Government  inspection,  under 
which  no  abuse  could  possibly  arise.  But 
what  has  happened  ?  For  a  long  period 
of  years  these  loan  societies  have  been 
nests  of  the  grossest  possible  abuse, 
and  all  rules  have  been  set  at 
defiance.  Inasmuch  as  the  loss  is 
directly  the  result  of  the  neglect  of 
its  duty  by  the  Irish  Government,  some 
portion  of  the  loss  which  must  be  in- 
curred by  borrowers  and  debenture 
holders  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  public 
funds.  Under  this  Bill  great  injustice 
will  be  done,  and  I  do  not.  see  how  it  can 
be  avoided  unless  the  Government  come 
to  the  rescue.  I  desire  to  impress  that 
view  upon  the  Attorney  General  at  the 
outset,  and  to  ask  that  he  will  give 
reasonable  notice  to  the  whips  of  the 
Irish  party  so  that  those  Members  whose 
constituents  are  deeply  interested  in  this 
matter  can  have  an  opportunity  of  fully 
discussing  the  proposal. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  Mr,  G. 
W.  Balfour. 

CHARITABLE  LOANS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Charitable  Loan  Socie- 
ties (Ireland)  Act,  1843,"  presented,  and 


read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday,  12th  March,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  105.] 

ELECTORAL  DISABILITIES  (MILITARY 
SERVICE). 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  beg  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  which  has  for  its  object  that  in  cases 
where  electoral  qualifications  have  been 
obtained  by  residence  on  the  part  of  any 
person  in  the  Reserve,  Militia,  Yeomanry, 
or  Volunteer  forces  those  qualifications 
should  not  be  lost  on  account  of  the 
person's  having  gone  out  to  serve  in  the 
present  war.  It  is  a  very  fair  measure, 
and  I  beg  to  move. 

Mr.  T.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis) :  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  perfectly 
reasonable  that  when  a  man  has 
obtained  definite  qualifications  he  should, 
if  possible,  not  be  disqualified  by  giving 
his  services  to  the  Crown  in  case 
of  war.  But  if  it  is  reasonable  in 
the  case  of  those  affected  by  this  Bill, 
surely  it  is  equally  reasonable  in  the 
case  of  an  ordinary  soldier  or  sailor  who 
has  obtained  electoral  qualification  by 
residence.  Or  take  the  case  of  a  civil 
servant  of  the  Crown.  Why  should  he 
not  be  relieved  1  No  doubt  a  great 
number  of  civil  officers  have  been  sent 
out  in  regard  to  matters  connected  with 
what  1  might  call  the  civil  side  of  the 
military  operations  in  South  Africa. 
There  are  also  the  merchant  sailors  en- 
gaged in  the  transport  service.  In  all 
these  cases  there  is  equally  good  ground 
for  giving  the  relief  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes  to  give  to  the  special 
classes  he  has  mentioned.  I  am  not  in 
the  least  objecting  to  that  relief  being 
given,  but  I  rose  to  express  my  sense  of 
the  inequality  that  will  be  perpetrated  if 
the  relief  is  given  to  the  clashes  proposed 
and  refused  to  others  equally  deserving 
and  giving  equally  good  service  to  the 
Crown.  I  hope  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
will  consider  the  cases  I  have  mentioned 
when  the  Bill  comes  to  be  dealt  with  in 
detail. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  remove  electoral  disabilities 
which  may  arise  in  the  case  of  members 
of  the  Reserve,  Militia,  and  Yeomanry 
Forces,  and  in  the  case  of  Volunteers  by 
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tactics.  What  I  was  saying  was  that  the 
naval  officer  to  whom  I  was  alluding 
reappeared  in  a  supplementary  list  with 
seniority  in  1895,  when  the  marine 
artillery  officer  was  only  half  way  through 
his  artillery  training.  The  first  ship  on 
which  he  was  employed  then  was  a  coast- 
guard ship ;  after  nine  months  he  was 
transferred  to  a  sea-going  ship,  and  then 
he  was  sent  to  the  front.  Those  are  the 
two  histories.  My  point  is  this :  you 
have  this  naval  officer  with  no  military, 
and  very  scanty  naval,  training,  landed 
on  shore,  to  the  great  detriment  of  his 
ship,  and  sent  to  the  front  as  the  superior 
of  officers  trained  for  military  work, 
while  the  officers  trained  for  military 
work  are  really  left  out  of  the  chance 
of  command  altogether.  This  is  a 
matter  concerning  the  lives  of  men 
and  the  efficiency  of  ships  and  of  the 
whole  service,  and  I  extremely  regret  I 
that,  knowing  what  I  do,  I  am  forced  into 
the  unpleasant  position  of  having  con- 
tinually to  bring  the  misapplication  of 
this  force  forward  until  there  are  proper 
regulations  made  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  service,  and  not  in  favour  of  any 
particular  class  of  officers.  I  beg  to 
move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  D  (Rcyal  Marines)  be  reduced 
by  £591,965."— (S.r  John  Colomb.) 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne): 
I  regret  very  much  that  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  has  raised  this  matter  in 
the  way  he  has  done.  Some  people  would 
think  from  his  observations  that  there 
was  jealousy  in  the  naval  service  between 
the  seamen  and  the  marines.  I  hope 
there  is  no  foundation  for  that,  and  that 
that  is  not  the  impression  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  intended  to  convey,  but 
certainly  his  remarks  tended  in  that 
direction.  Seamen  and  marines  love 
one  another  as  comrades,  and  are 
proud  to  live  together.  If  I  accept 
my  hon.  friend's  premiss,  perhaps  J 
should  be  bound  to  accept  his  conclusions 
But  I  do  not  accept  his  premiss.  His 
main   premiss  was  that  the  marines  are 


better.  But  if  what  is  meant  is  fighting 
naval  guns  on  shore,  I  challenge  the 
statement,  and  say  they  are  not  better 
fitted  to  discharge  that  military  duty.  I 
object  to  draw  a  contrast  between  the 
abilities  of  seamen  and  marines  on  board 
ship;  they  act  together  and  they  live 
together;  but  my  gallant  friend  forced 
me  to  do  so,  and  I  say  that  the  seamen 
are  more  fitted  to  deal  with  naval  guns 
pn  shore  than  are  the  Royal  Marines. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  But  field  guns. 


Admiral 
guns  that 


FIELD  :  They  were  ship 
were  landed,  not  field  guns 
mounted  on  ordinary  artillery  carriages; 
and  I  say  that  seamen  are  eminently 
fitted  to  handle  those  guns.  It  is  no  new 
thing  for  seamen  to  be  employed  along- 
side of  troops  on  shore.  Sir  George 
White  himself  made  a  strong  apneal  fori 
naval  brigade  in  Burma,  and  Napoleon 
in  all  his  wars  with  Austria  had  a  great 
band  of  seamen  of  the  guard  commanded 
by  an  admiral.  When  an  appeal  was 
made  by  the  general  in  command  at 
Ladysmith  for  assistance,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Admiral  to  send  up  the  beet 
assistance  he  could.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  seems  to  think  that  only  subalterns 
ought  to  have  been  sent. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  :  On  account  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  ship. 

Admiral  FIELD  :  Never  mind  the 
efficiency  of  the  ship,  Sir.  There  was  no 
fear  of  the  ship  or  of  our  supremacy  at 
sea,  and  it  is  all  nonsense  to  talk  about 
that.  What  in  the  name  of  common  eenss 
is  the  good  of  stickling  for  the  keeping  up 
of  a  ship's  efficiency  when  there  is  no 
enemy  on  the  horizon  ?  I  hope  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  will  excuse  me  for 
speaking  so  hotly.  I  think  that  the 
Admiral  acted  properly  in  landing  the 
brigade,  and  also  that  some  marines  were 
landed  with  it. 


♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB 
smith. 


Not  for  Lady- 


Admiral  FIELD :  If  that  is  »o  I 
better  fitted  for  military  work  on  shore  i  am  sorry,  but  I  believe  the  usual 
than  seamen.  I  must  first  ask  for  a  practice  when  a  naval  brigade  is  landed 
definition  of  military  work.  If  what  is  is  to  allow  the  Marines  to  share  the 
meant  is  military  work  performed  by  distinction,  and  that  a  proper  P1"0!10^ 
soldiers  in  a  military  capacity,  such  a^  tion  is  included.  If,  as  my  hon.  and 
marching  up  in  solid  ranks  and  assaulting  j  gallant  friend  says,  forty  of  the  Boyjj 
a  position,  or  lying  on  their  stomachs  an<  1  Marine  Artillery  were  under  Ifl" 
tiring  at  the  enemy,  no  doubt  they  arc  \  Methuen  at  Graspan  without  guns,  I  cer- 

Sir  John  Colomb. 
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tainly  think  it  was  a  mistake,  although  it 
was  one  that  was  probably  made  from  the 
best  motives.    I  call  it  a  waste  of  splendid 
material  to  send  men  to  handle  rifles  who 
are  especially  fitted  to  handle  more  power- 
ful weapons,  but  if  that  did  take  place  I 
think  the  Marine   Artillery  were  after- 
wards landed  to  work  the  4*7  guns.     It 
will  also  not  be  denied  that  they  joined  in 
the  storming  party  under  Lord  Methuen's 
direction  and  displayed  splendid  courage 
and  dash,  led  as  they  were  by  a  splendid 
officer.     We  are  proud  of  such  men,  but 
I  must  express  my  regret  that  such  mag- 
nificent material  should  have  been  used  m 
storming  trenches  at  all.     They  are  not 
drilled  for  that  purpose ;  they  are  too 
valuable.     I  can  quite  understand    the 
general  in  command  thinking  that  if  they 
were  left  behind  it  would  be  very  hard 
lines  on  them,  and  that  he  therefore  put 
them  in  the  front    line  —  the  post  of 
honour.     I  regret,  however,  that  seamen 
who  are  not  drilled  to  lie  down  on  their 
stomachs  and  fire  from   behind   stones 
should  have  been  used  for  that  purpose, 
but  in  emergencies  no  doubt  recourse  is 
had    to    measures    which    would    not 
be    carried    out  on  ordinary  occasions. 
The  whole  fighting  in  South  Africa  is  not 
ordinary  fighting,  and  we  are  proud  to 
think  that  our  seamen  had  a  hand  in  it 
and  shared  in  its  glory.     General  Buller 
in  his  last  despatch  also  praised  very 
highly  the  action  of  the  naval  gunners. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  And  the 
Colonial  Naval  Volunteers,  who  worked 
the  guns  with  them. 

Admiral  FIELD:  Precisely.  My 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  in  raising  this 
question  drew  a  parallel  between  the 
career  of  a  marine  officer  and  the  career 
of  a  sailor  officer,  and  some  of  his  remarks 
raised  rather  painful  feelings.  He  said 
that  sailor  officers,  even  captains,  knew 
nothing  about  military  operations.  My 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  went  a  little  too 
far.  He  will  not  deny  that  nearly  all 
our  officers  have  passed  through  the  gun- 
nery school,  where  they  learned  how  to 
handle  field  batteries  and  field  guns.  I 
never  yet  knew  any  captain  in  command 
of  a  naval  brigade  who  would  not  leave 
the  marine  officers  in  command  of  their 
own  men.  There  must  be,  of  course,  a 
superior  officer,  and  if  he  is  landed  he 
must  discharge  his  duty.  In  one  en- 
gagement during  the  Indian  Mutiny 
the   senior   military  officer  was    killed, 


and  that  magnificent  sailor,  Captain 
Peel,  had  to  take  command ;  but  he  im- 
mediately said,  "Go  on  with  your  own 
men ;  I  am  only  nominally  in  command  "  ; 
but  he  could  not  abdicate  his  position  as 
senior  officer.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  complains  that  eight  naval  officers 
were  landed  with  forty-eight  seamen  and 
two  guns,  but  no  one  would  grudge 
young  middies  hearing  the  whizz  of  the 
bullet  and  seeing  active  service.  Then 
he  complains  that  more  naval  officers  than 
marine  officers  were  landed.  But,  of 
course,  there  are  more  naval  officers  on 
board  a  man-of-war  than  marine  officers, 
the  numbers  being  laid  down  by  regula- 
tion, and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  increase  the  marine  officers 
in  time  of  peace,  though  in  active  service 
no  doubt  work  might  be  found  for  them. 
Therefore  I  do  not  think  my  hon.  andgallant 
friend  has  made  out  any  case  for  casting 
aspersions  on  the  admiral  in  command. 

♦Sir  JOHN   COLOMB :    I  never  did 
cast  them. 

Admiral  FIELD  :  My  hon.  andgallant 
friend     condemned     someone     for     the 
landing  of  this  brigade,  and,  of  course, 
the    admiral    must    be    responsible.      I 
assume  he  endeavoured  to  do  justice  to 
the  hon.  corps  under  his  command,  but 
the  suggestion  that  all  marines  should  have 
been  landed  is  most  unfair;  that  would 
have  created  gross  discontent  throughout 
the  whole  service.     It  would  be  unreason- 
able to  demand  it.     I  think  with  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  that  the  Marine  Artil- 
lery should  not  have  been  landed  without 
guns ;  still,  without  an  explanation  from 
the  senior  officer  I  am  not  prepared  to 
condemn  him.     I  have  had  some  experi- 
ence of  landing  parties,  and  I  have  never 
yet  seen  an  atom  of  friction  between  the 
marines    and     the    bluejackets.      They 
work    as    brothers     and     accept     the 
situation     as      they      find      it.       The 
marines    are    sea    soldiers,  and    are   a 
splendid  body  of  men  of  whom  we  all  are 
proud,  and  the  Navy  would  be  very  much 
weaker  without  them.      I  hope  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  will  accept  in  good  part 
all  I  have  said.     During  the  last  three 
years  I  have  pressed  strongly  on    the 
Admiralty  that  marines  should  be  treated 
as  soldiers  when  on  shore,  and  that  they 
should  have  the  full  rations  granted  to 
soldiers.     I  have  not  succeeded  in  my 
aim,  but  the  marines  have  got  an  addi- 
tion to  their  pay  of  2d.  per  day,  for  which 


1471 


Supply 


{COMMONS} 


(Xavy  Estimates). 


1472 


I  am  grateful.  I  presume  it  is  useless  to  ask 
for  more.  I  suppose  it  is  the  Treasury 
and  not  the  Naval  Lords  that  are  to 
blame.  There  is  one  other  point  which  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  my  right  hon.  friend. 
When  a  soldier  is  sent  to  the  front  his 
wife  is  allowed  a  separation  allowance, 
but  when  a  marine  is  sent  to  the  front 
his  lodging  allowance  is  stopped,  and 
his  wife  is  deprived  of  6d.  a  day.  I 
think  that  is  very  hard  lines.  I  am  aware 
that  this  is  a  grievance  that  the  men 
feel  as  a  great  hardship,  because  when  a 
marine  is  at  the  front  his  wife  is  3s.  6d. 
a  week  worse  off  than  if  he  were  at  home. 
I  earnestly  press  the  matter  on  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  the  hope  that  something 
may  be  done.  He  told  us  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  make  any  addition,  but 
I  hope  he  will  reconsider  his  decision. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
interfere  in  the  quarrel  between  the  sailors 
and  the  marines,  and  I  certainly  shall  not 
attempt  to  do  so.  But  I  cannot  understand 
the  speeches  just  made  by  my  two  hon. 
and  gallant  friends.  They  appear  to  have 
been  arguing  as  to  whether  the  discretion 
of  the  Admiral  in  charge  of  a  station 
should  or  should  not  be  limited,  in  cir- 
cumstances similar  to  those  we  recently 
had  in  Durban.  I  feel  quite  certain  that 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  will  not 
listen  for  a  moment  to  any  such  sugges- 
tion, and  that  the  discretion  of  the 
Admiral  in  command  will  continue  to  be, 
as  it  is  now,  quite  unfettered  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  should  distribute 
sailors  and  marines,  having  regard  to  the 
necessities  of  the  moment.  There  are 
two  points  in  connection  with  the 
manning  question  to  which  I  respectfully 
ask  my  right  hon.  friend's  attention.  The 
first  of  these  is  as  to  the  provision  for 
stokers.  When  a  seaman  after  twelve 
years  service  re-engages,  he  re-engages  on 
a  higher  scale  of  pay — I  think  an  increase 
of  2d.  per  day 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  question  before 
the  Committee  relates  to  the  marines,  a 
reduction  having  been  moved  upon  that 
particular  item. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  : 
Then,  Sir,  I  shall  ask  leave  to  raise  the 
question  later. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.) :  I  venture  to  detain  the  Committee 

Admiral  Field. 


|  under  rather  depressing  circumstances  in 
order  to  direct  attention  to  a  matter  of 
very  serious  moment.  It  is  the  present 
position  of  the  corps  of  Royal  Marines. 
I  think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
will  not  accuse  me  of  not  being  sensible 
of  the  spirit  of  subordination  and  the 
spirit  of  camaraderie  which  are  the  great 
motive     springs    in    any    service,    and 

I  especially  in  the  Navy.    I  certainly  should 

[  not  think  of  taking  the  strong  measure 
of  making  an  appeal  of  this  Kind  if  I 
were  not  convinced  by  long  experience 
that  the  time  is  come  when  such  an 
appeal  is  not  only  justifiable  but  is  abso- 

I  lutely  necessary.      I   venture   to  repeat 
what  I  intimated  in  this  House  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  that  there  is  a  feeling  of 
discontent  existing  in  the  minds  of  officers 
of  the  corps  of  Royal  Marines  which  is  so 
grave  and  so  widespread  that  it  would  be 
folly  to  ignore  it.      I  venture  also  to 
express  the  belief  that  it  is  possible  that 
my  right  hon.  friend  himself — though  I 
readily  admit  he   sympathises   with  all 
grievances   which  have  a  real  basis  and 
with   which   he    is    acquainted — is  not^ 
perhaps,   as  well    acquainted    as  I  and 
some  others  happen  to  be  with  the  extent 
and  depth  of  this  feeling.     I  repeat,  Sir, 
I  have  never  asked  an  officer,  or  a  soldier, 
or  a  seaman,  whether  he  had  a  grievance ; 
I  have  never  encouraged  anyone  in  Her 
Majesty's   Service  to    dilate    upon  any 

frievance  he  thought  he  might  possess ; 
do  not  think  that  that  is  the  business 
of  any  civilian  or  any  Member  of 
Parliament,  but  I  have  during  the  last 
ten  years  had  the  privilege  ot  convers- 
ing and  corresponding  with  hundreds  of 
officers,  and  I  say  that  what  I  have 
heard  and  what  I  have  read  in  corre- 
spondence is  calculated  to  make  me  re- 
flect very  seriously.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  coming  from  the  corps  of  the  Koyal 
Marines  every  complaint  has  been  made 
in  subdued  tones,  and  with  that  abso- 
lute devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice which  has  always  characterised  the 
corps,  and  I  should  feel  very  little  en- 
couraged to  pursue  this  matter  if  I  were 
not  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  not 
only  is  this  feeling  justifiable,  but  that 
under  the  circumstances  it  is  absolutely 
inevitable.  And  believing  that  the  con- 
ditions which  created  it  are  calculated 
to  perpetuate  it,  I  now  appeal  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  consider 
whether  the  time  has  not  come  to  alter 
those  conditions.     An    immense  change 
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is  come  over  the  relations  between  the 
ival  branch  of  the  combatant  service  and 
e  Royal  Marine  branch.      It  has  been 
ready  pointed  out  to  the  Committee  that 
i   enormous  part  of  the   work   of   the 
amen  proper  has  gone.      Crossing  royal 
irds  and  the  handling  of  sailing  ships  are 
ings  of  the  past,  and  every  man  who  is 
quainted  with  Her  Majesty's  ships  must 
\  aware  that  a  large  number  of  duties  are 
>w  capable  of  being  performed  by  either 
amen  or  Royal  Marines  indifferently. 
bat  in  itself  has  produced  a  new  situa- 
mi,  and  I  go  further  and   say  that  the 
ilor  with  nis  extraordinary  energy,  his 
jsire  for  effective  work  and  his  power  to 
)  it,  has  not  been  content  to  abandon 
le  species  of  work  without  taking  up 
lother,  and  he  has  claimed  for  himself, 
id  is  still  daily  claiming  for  himself,  the 
ght  to  perform  what  I  may  call  strictly 
ilitary  duties  hitherto  performed  by  the 
arines.     It  is  far  from  me  to  say  that 
5  does   not  perform    those    duties    as 
3     performs    all     other    duties,     very 
ell ;  but  the  fact  is  one  which  has  to  be 
•nsidered  in    looking  at   the  situation 
hich  now  exists.     I  know  that  naval 
ficers'  do  not  as  a  body  share  the  views 
hich    I   have   expressed.     I    have    the 
■eatest  possible  and  most  sincere  respect 
r  the  opinions  of  naval  officers — I  should 
5  a  very  unwise  person  if  I  had  not — 
it   I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact 
lat   they  are  a  little  disqualified  from 
rming  an  independent  judgment  on  this 
attcr.     I  have  talked  to  naval  officers  on 
le    question   of  the   duties    of    marine 
ficers  on  board  ships,  and  they  made 
jplies   to    me,    replies    which   were    so 
mously   bond  fide,   and   with  the   cer- 
tinty    that   they   depended    upon    real 
id    not    on   sham  considerations,   that 
could    only  marvel    how   much   men 
>uld  be  misled  when  incapable  of  look- 
lg  at  things  from  an  outside  standpoint, 
have  been  told  by  naval  officers  that  it 
ras   inconceivable  that    marine    officers 
ould  undertake  certain  duties.     I  have 
►een  told  that  they  had  always  been  per- 
ormed  by   naval    lieutenants,  and   that 
>he  suggestion  that  they  should  be  dis- 
charged by  marine  officers  was   absurd. 
Naturally   men     brought    up     under    a 
particular     system    associate     the    per- 
formance    of     particular     duties     with 
particular  ranks  and  requirements.     But 
these  things  are  accidental,  not  essential, 
and  until  their  accidental  side  is  recognised 
and   the    true    relations     between    the 


various  members  of  a  ship's  company 
have  been  restored  we  shall  see  the 
continuance  of  the  feeling  to  which  I  have 
referred.  It  would  be  wrong  of  me  to 
enter  into  the  details  of  the  view  which  I 
know  exists,  but  after  the  general  state- 
ment which  I  have  made  I  think  I  may 
refer  to  one  or  two  statements  which  have 
reached  me  on  this  subject.  One  marine 
officer  writes — 

"  After  over  nineteen  years  service  I  realise, 
as  we  all  do,  that  we  are  passing  through 
a  mo<t  critical  period  in  the  history  of 
the  corps ;  and  whereas  under  previous 
heartburnings  and  snubs  we  refrained 
from  complaining  even  in  mew  among  our- 
selves, in  order  to  avoid  disheartening  the 
younger  officers  commencing  their  careers, 
yet  now  we  can  discuss  and  talk  of  nothing 
else  besides  the  bitter  uselessness  of  our 
position  and  the  fruitless  results  of  the  labours 
of  our  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
men.  If  Her  Most  Gracious  Majasty  could 
only  know  !  We  are  poor  and  untitled  men, 
and  have  no  inflm  nee. 

Another  writes — 

"  We  feel  deeply  the  hardships  of  not  being 
able  to  lead  our  own  men,  and  on  tbe  men's 
part  of  not  being  led  by  their  owa  officers." 

I    submit    to    the    First    Lord    of    the 
Admiralty    that    the    complaint    is  well 
founded.     Let  me  try  and  explain  to  him 
what  I  conceive  it  to  be.     We  have  now 
in  the  Royal  Marine  Corps  18,500  officers 
and  men  existing  on  a  basis  absolutely 
different  from  that  on  which  any  other 
corps  in  Her  Majesty's    service    stands. 
The  officers  are  deprived  of  almost  every 
advantage  secured    to  officers    in  every 
other  branch  of  the  service.     I  propose  to 
substantiate  that  statement.     In  the  first 
place  you  ask  an  officer  to  enter  the  Royal 
Marines  with  the  absolute  certainty  that 
he  is  entering  on  a  career  which  has  no 
prizes   for  him.     He  has  no  hope  of  ob- 
taining   that    position    of    dignity    and 
authority  in  the  service  which  every  man 
in  every  other  branch  is  able  to  attain. 
I   will    justify  that  statement.     I    was 
looking,  the  other  day,  into  what  is  the 
relative  position   of    the  officers  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  service.     It  is  well 
known   that  if  you  take  away  from  the 
-personnel  of   the  Royal   Navy   the    non- 
combatants,  the  engineers,  and  the  Royal 
Marines,  there  are  35,000  men  who  are 
serving  in  the  strictly  naval  department, 
as  against  18,500  in  the  Royal  Marines. 
Now,  what  is  the  chance  of  promotion   of 
a  midshipman  in  the  Royal  Navy  1    At 
the  present  moment  there   are  seventy- 
three  admirals  on  the  Active  List,   and 
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of  these  thirty  are  in  active  employment. 
In  addition  to  that  there  are  the  posts  of 
commanders,  post  captains,  captains  in 
the  Steam  Reserve  ashore,  etc.  As 
to  the  Royal  Marines,  you  have  a  body 
of  18,500  men  with  a  large  number  of 
officers ;  but  out  of  them  all  now  many  do 
the  Committee  suppose  are  employed  as 
generals  on  the  active  service?  One 
single  officer !  And  how  is  he  employed  ? 
He  is  seated  on  a  stool  in  a  "  two-pair 
back  "  in  Northumberland  Avenue,  doing 
clerk's  office  work.  That  is  not  a 
prospect  to  attract  any  officer  to  the 
service.  You  ought  to  give  a  greater 
prospect  of  advancement  to  the  officers  of 
the  Royal  Marines.  But  that  is  not  nearly 
all.  When  an  officer  of  the  Royal  Marines 
is  actually  serving  you  put  him  in  a  posi- 
tion which  is  absolutely  humiliating.  You 
deprive  him  of  the  command  over  his  own 
men.  I  have  been  often  on  ships  which 
carried  many  Royal  Marines,  and  found 
that  an  officer  of  that  corps  is  the  fifth 
wheel  in  the  coach — a  man  who,  by  the 
rules  of  the  service,  is  condemned  to  be 
practically  an  idler ;  and  so  painful  is  the 
situation  in  which  he  is  placed  that  even 
the  ordinary  attributes  of  an  officer  on 
sea  or  land  are  denied  him.  He  is 
not  quabfied  to  sit  on  a  court-martial 
in  which  his  own  brother  officers  or 
his  own  men  are  concerned — which  is 
absurd.  When  a  Naval  Brigade  goes 
into  action,  the  Royal  Marines,  whatever 
they  do,  have  no  place  in  the  Gazette  as 
Royal  Marines,  but  are  reported  as  part 
of  the  Naval  Brigade,  whether  they  form 
a  large  or  a  small  portion  of  that  brigade, 
or  however  important  their  services  may 
be.  The  Royal  Marines  are  without  any 
representation  on  the  Board  of  Admiralty ; 
and,  in  fact,  I  believe  that  is  the  reason  for 
a  great  many  of  the  grievances  of  which 
they  justly  complain.  They  are  in  a 
position  which  has  been  described  to  me 
by  one  of  their  number  as  being  "  the 
only  class  of  men  in  this  country  who 
cannot  be  tried  by  their  peers."  Not 
only  that,  but  they  cannot  be  represented 
when  on  trial,  as  it  is  most  important 
they  should  be,  by  men  of  their  own  class 
I  ask  hon.  Members  in  this  House,  and 
my  countrymen  outside,  whether  they 
regard  these  arrangements  as  being  fair 
and  just,  and  I  put  to  them  this  test : 
whether  they  would  desire  to  see  one  01 
their  own  sons  entering  a  profession  sub- 
ject to  these  limitations.  The  First  Lord 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  admit  that  I 
Mr.  Arnold- Forster. 


(Navy  Estimates).  1476 

have  said  nothing  about  the  non-employ- 
ment of  the  Royal  Marines  during  the 
present   war ;    but   I   do   think    that  it 
would  have  been  a  politic  and  wise  act 
if    one    battalion  of  Royal   Marines  or 
a    separate    unit  of  the  Royal   Marine 
Artillery    had  been  employed.       I   en- 
tirely  appreciate  what   the   First  Lord 
said,  and  I  give  full  weight  to  the  con- 
sideration, that  it  would  be  a  very  unwise 
thing,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  to 
deplete  the  Royal  Marine  Divisions  of  men 
who  are  necessary  to  form  the  comple- 
ment of  the  ships  of  the  Navy  in  case  of 
war.     But  I  think  more  might  have  been 
done   than   has  been   done   to  give  the 
Royal   Marines  a  chance  of    service  in 
South     Africa.      What     I   complain   of 
is  the  whole    system    of    treatment  of 
the    Royal    Marines,    which    is    not  a 
question  of  this  war,  but  a  question  of 
the    past    and    the    future.      I   believe 
honestly  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
Royal   Marines   if  they  could  be  trans- 
ferred bodily  to  the   Army,  and  taken 
clean  away  from  the  Navy,  and  used  as 
garrisons  at  ports  and  coaling  stations  all 
over  the  world.     I  do  not  desire  to  eee 
the    marines  separated  from  the  Navy. 
I  should    like    to    see    duties    assigned 
to  the   Royal    Marines   on    board   ship 
which  would  make    them  self-respecting 
members    of    the    military    community, 
of  which    they  are  compelled    to  form 
a   part.      I   should   like,   when  I  go  to 
sea  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  to  see 
Royal  Marine  officers  as    important  at 
naval  officers.     But  I  see  no  signs  of  that  - 
change    being    made,   and    I    ask  that 
the    only     other     alternative    may  he 
adopted,  namely,  that  the  administration, 
which,  hitherto,  has  absolutely  failed  to 
perceive  or  to  acknowledge  the  grievances 
of  the  Royal  Marines,  should  cease  to  take 
any  interest  in  them  at  all.     I  should 
hand  them  over  to  some  other  branch  of 
the  administration  which  would  do  them 
more  justice.     The  Royal  Marines  really 
do  deserve  more  consideration,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  go  through 
the  world  where  you  may,  you  will  not 
find  a  corps  equal  to  them  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  are  supposed  to  be 
used — that  is,  as  a  fighting  force  on  sea 
or  land  with  small  arms  and  with  artillery. . 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  said  that  the 
Royal  Marines  do   not  deserve  greater 
opportunities  because  they  are  not  fit  to 
fulfil  higher  responsibilities  ;  but  if  you 
are  going,  for  all  time,  to  limit  the  oppor- 
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nities  of  these  officers  and  deprive  them 
any  advancement  whatever,  such  as 
)ir  comrades  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
vices  receive,  you  will  undoubtedly  in 
le  only  get  a  class  of  officers  who  arc 
ible  to  obtain  admission  into  the  Naval 
nch  of  the  Navy  or  into  the  Army. 
it  is  not  a  highly  desirable  result.  You 
e  at  present,  in  both  the  1  loyal  Marines 
I  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery,  men 
lifted  in  every  possible  way  to  perform 
ir  duties  and  of  high  scientific  attain- 
its ;  but  you  are  wasting  their  services. 
;  only  way  you  make  use  of  their  services 
hen  you  exercise  the  unfortunate  charity 
ich  is  sometimes  shown  for  their  benefit. 
a  told  that  the  Royal  Marine  officers  are 
badly  off;  that  they  are  given  a 
et  here  and  a  billet  there.  That,  no 
ibt,  is  a  very  good  thing ;  but  these 
not  the  prizes  of  the  profession,  and 
i  cannot  expect  the  best  professional 
rk  from  a  man  when  the  only  chance 
reward  he  has  comes  to  him  almost  by 
ident  and  as  a  sort  of  charity.  I  have 
1  nothing  about  the  men  in  the  Royal 
jrines.  At  present  the  corps  is  getting 
jreat  number  of  recruits,  and  the  stan- 
rd  has  been  raised ;  but  I  think  it  is 
rth  consideration  whether  you  will 
itinue  to  get  the  men,  in  view  of  the 
it  that  the  condition  of  the  private 
dier  of  the  Line  is  considerably  better 
ui  that  of  a  Royal  Marine.  It  is  a 
ry  good  thing  to  increase  the  emolu- 
snts  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Line,  but  not 
good  thing,  if  vou  put  the  Royal 
arine  at  a  disadvantage.  At  the 
«sent  moment  a  Royal  Marine  on  shore, 
t  leave  or  on  duty,  is  at  a  distinct 
Badvantage  compared  with  a  soldier  of 
e  Line.  The  Line  soldier  on  leave 
ceives  Is.  6d.  a  day,  the  Royal  Marine 
.  5cL,  and  the  difference  between  the 
fly  pay  of  the  Royal  Marine  and  the 
dier  of  the  Line  on  duty  on  shore  is 
jually  2d.  j 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  J 
jmbers  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner,  i 
rk  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  j 
1  forty  Members  being  found  present,    ! 

Mr.    ARNOLD  -FORSTER  (continu- ' 
) :  I   am  really  not  speaking  for  the 
isure  of  hearing  my  own   voice,  but , 
ause  I  am  under  a  pledge  to  perform 
Git  I  consider  a  duty,  and  I  have  only  j 
v  a  few  wordSjto  say,  but  I  should  like,  ■ 
my  own  justification,  to  say  that  the  | 
ly  pay  of  a  Royal  Marine  is  Is.  2d., 
h  messing  allowance  of  3d.,  or  a  total 
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of  Is.  5d.  The  daily  stoppages  are  for 
meat  and  bread  4§d.  and  groceries  2Jd., 
or  7d.  in   all,  leaving  a  net  daily  pay  of 

|  lOd.    The  Army  soldier's  daily  pay  is  Is., 

|  messing  allowance  3d.,  total  Is.  3d.     The 

I  stoppages  for  groceries,  *vc.,  are  3d.,  leav- 
ing a  net  daily  pay  of  1  s. — -a  credit  balance 

;  of  2d.  a  day  compared  with  the  Royal 
Marine.     But  that  is  not  a  matter  which 

'.  I  make  the  substance  of  ,my  appeal  to  the 
First  Lord.  My  appeal  is  for  common 
justice  and  fairness  in  dealing  with  this  , 

.  very  gallant  body  of  officers  in  the  Royal 
Marines.     I  am  quite  positive  that  I  have 

■  a  good  case  for  them,  and  I  am  appealing 
for  men  who  have  absolutely  no  repre- 
sentation at  all  at  the  Admiralty  or  the 
War  Office,  and  who  have  practically  no 
advocates    in    this    House     except    the 

i  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Great  Yar- 
mouth and  myself.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  shame  if  the  standing  disadvantages 
from  which  these  men  suffer  should  be 
allowed  to  be  perpetuated,  and  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First . 
Lord  if  he  would  consider  the  proposal  I 
venture  to  make  to  him — whether  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  refer  the  ques- 
tion of  the  position  of  the  officers  of 
the  Royal  Marines  to  any  impartial  Com- 
mittee he  likes.  I  would  only  stipulate 
that  on  that  Committee  or  Board  there 
should  be  a  considerable  element  of  pro- 
fessional opinion. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  What  for  1 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  The  right 
hon.   Gentleman  has  not  been  attending 
to  me.     I  suggested  that  there  is  a  real 
case   for  inquiry,  and  that,  in  order  to 
remove  all    doubts,  the  position  of  the 
officers  of  the  Royal  Marines  should  be 
referred  to  a  board  or  committee.     There 
is  a  feeling  abroad  that  you  are  doing  a 
most  serious    wrong  to  a  very  gallant 
body  of  men,   and   I  would    refer    the 
matter  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  any 
six  civilians  whatever.     If  that  were  done 
I  would   undertake   in   five  minutes  to 
prove  that  injustice  is  being  done  to  these 
men.      This   is  a   serious  question,   and 
should  be  regarded  always  from  the  point 
of  view  of  professional  efficiency.     But  it 
has  never  been  found  to  be  true  in  this 
or  any  other  country,  that  professional 
efficiency  can  be  obtained  by  professional 
injustice.     It  is  because  you   treat  the 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  justly  that 
they  are  contented  and  loyal.      There 
have  been   times    when    vou  have  not 
treated  these  officers  justly,  until  it  was 
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dinned  into  the  oars  of  the  Departments 
and  this  House  so  that  their  complaints 
could  not  he  misunderstood.  The  officers 
of  the  Koyal  Marines  have  the  same  claim 
to  full  and  fair  consideration,  though  they 
have  not  the  same*  representation  in  this 
House  as  those  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

♦Captain  PHILLPOTTS  (Devonshire, 
Torquay) :  1  do  not  propose  to  take  more 
than  a  few  moments  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  hut  having  heard  several  remarks 
,made  hy  the  hon.  Memhers  for  Great 
Yarmouth  and  West  Belfast,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
Royal  Marines.  No  one  has  a  greater 
admiration  for  that  ImkIv  than  myself, 
and  the  condition  as  regaitls  these  officers 
is  simply  hopeless.  A  man  has  no  career 
after  he  attains  the  rank  of  captain  or 
major,  hut  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
see  myself  how  the  evil  is  to  he  remedied. 
Although  it  has  heen  suggested  that  the 
"  marine  "  officers  are  at  a  disadvantage 
with  naval  officers,  because  they  are  not 
♦qualified  to  sit  on  a  naval  court-martial, 
and  although  that  grievance  occupies  a 
,  great  deal  of  attention,  I  fail  to  see  a 
practical  way  in  which  it  could  be  dealt 
with  on  a  Vote  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply.  The  hon.  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth  alluded  to  certain  officers  and 
marines  now  serving  on  the  South  African 
station,  being  left  on  lx>ard  their  ships 
whilst  bluejackets  were  employed  on  shore. 
I  would  just  say  that  most  of  those  who 
have  been  employed  on  shore  have  been 
landed  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  big 
guns  that  have  been  lent  by  the  ship.  Now, 
although  the  marines  have  been  drilled  in 
field  gun  drill  they  have  never  been 
trained  to  work  the  naval  broadside  gun 
on  shore.  When  a  marine  is  ordered  for 
service  on  shore  he  is  landed  as  an  artil- 
lery or  light  infantry  man,  and  is  armed 
with  his  rifle,  bayonet,  and  the  usual 
equipment.  The  bluejacket  is  told  off 
to  attend  his  gun  and  has  his  cutlass 
and  revolver,  the  arms  which  could  be 
carried  whilst  he  is  dragging  his  gun  on 
shore.  Tt  would  be  a  manifest  injustice 
to  take  away  the  arms  of  the  bluejackets 
and  hand  them  to  the  marines  when  there 
wa«  a  prospect  of  using  them.  \  should 
be  only  too  glad  to  see  the  marines 
have  a  better  chance  of  distinguishing 
themselves,  but  I  regret  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Great  Yarmouth  should 
have  stated  the  ease  as  he  did.  The 
case  of  the  marines  is  a  very  hard 
one,  and  the  officers  are  often  debarred 
Mr.  Arnold-Fortier. 


from    distinguishing    themselves    before 
I  the  enemy.      I  wish  that  great  evil  could 
be  remedied,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  to 
be  remedied  by  putting  the  marine  officer 
in  a  false  position  on  board  ship.     What- 
ever may  be  done  to  improve  the  position 
of  the  marine  officer,  I  hope  it  will  not 
take  that  form.      The  career  open  to  the 
marine  officer  is  not  such  as  would  tempt 
any  smart  young  officer,  though  it is  difficult 
to  say  how  it  could  be  improved.    The 
marine  officer  was  not  under  the  WarOflwe, 
but  the  Admiralty,  and  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  service  in  the  field  was  very  small. 
Applications  for   their   services  .are  only 
made   by   the    War    Office    in    cases  of 
emergency.     In  times  of  peace,  and  when 
there  is  no  particular  demand  on  the  War 
Office,  undoubtedly  the  marines  are  left 
out  in  the  cold,  and  I  do  think  it  would  be 
a  very  .great  advantage  to  the  service  if 
something  could  l>e    done  to  give  theee 
highly-trained  officers  a  better  chance  of 
distinguishing  themselves.     At  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable 
to  put  them  in  a  false  position  as  regards 
the  Navy.     Much   has  been  said  about 
marine  officers  not  being  able  to  sit  on 
naval   courts-martial.     I  wonder  if  hon. 
Meml>ers  have  considered  the  conditioni 
under    which    naval    courts-martial  are 
formed.     In  the  first  place  the  officer  who 
orders  the  court-martial  to  be  held  must 
have  a  special  commission  empowering  him 
to  give  that  order.  That  officer  nominates 
the  president,  and  the  other  officers  sit  by 
seniority  and  seniority  only.     Supposing 
it   were    desired    that  a  marine   officer 
should  sit  on  a  court-martial  where  the 
prisoner    happened  to    be   a   marine,  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  yon 
would  have  to  make  special  provisions  to 
override  that  seniority  clause  in  order 
to     enable     a     marine     officer    to    ait 
Another  provision  in  the  Naval  Discipline 
Act  is  that  no  naval  court-martial  can  be 
held  unless  two  or  more  ships  are  present 
The  reason  of  that  provision  is  that  there 
should  be  at  all  events  a  certain   propor- 
tion  of    officers    serving   on  the  conrt- 
:  martial  who  are  strangers  to  the  prisoner, 
i  so    that    impartiality  shall    he  secured. 
!  Another  point  is  that  no  marine  officer 
serving  afloat  holds  a  higher  rank  than 
that   of  a   major,   and    there   would  in 
most    cases  be   so   many    senior  officers 
I  present    that    a    major    would    not  be 
summoned   to    sit    on   the  courtrmartial 
unless    special   provisions  are  made.    I 
{ do    not    see    how  this    matter  can  be 
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iouchcd    upon   without    a    very    drastic 
literati* m    of    the    proeedure    of     naval  j 
sourts-martial  and  of  the  Naval  Discipline  | 
kctj  an  Act  which  I  contend  has  worked  | 
airly  and  mercifully  and  for  the  benefit  i 
rf   the   service.      With  reference  to  the  ( 
narines  engaged  in  South  Africa,  I  do  not  i 
think  there  has  been  the  measure  of  in- 1 
justice    to   them  of  which  my  hon.  and  i 
gallant  friend  complained.     The  bulk  of  | 
the   bluejackets  have  been  landed  with  j 
their  kite  and  arms  to   work   the  guns 
specially  mounted  by  the  naval  officers,  and  ' 
i;  is  ridiculous  to   suppose  that   a   man 
encumbered  with  the  equipment  of  the  ! 
Royal  Marine  Artillery  or  Infantry  is  in  a  j 
position  to  drag  and  work  a  field  gun.    If 
the   equipment  of  the  bluejackets   were  . 
taken  away  from  them  and  handed  over 
to  the  marines  in  order  that  the  marines 
might  go  to  the  front,  I  think  they  would  i 
feeX  and  justly  feel,  that  they  had  been  j 
hardly  dealt  with. 

MR.   KEARLEY  (Devonport)  :  It  un- 
doubtedly  is   a  fact   that   the  status  of 
marine  officers  is  not  on  an  equality,  as  it 
should  be,  with  that  of  naval  officers.  The 
cause  of  the  discontent  is  that  marine 
officers  are  not  allowed  to  have  any  real 
position.     The  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
spoken  has  been  a  naval  officer,  and  he 
(like  all  naval  officers)  has  the  view  that  a 
marine  officer  is  not  entitled  to  equality  | 
with  a  naval  officer.     Ho  has  been  arguing  i 
that  it  would  be  a  most  difficult  thing  to  i 
|{ive  a  marine   officer  the  privilege — to  | 
which  he  should  be  entitled — of  serving  i 
en  court-martials  when  at  sea.     In  1891  i 
this  question    was    brought    before   the  j 
Bouse  by  Sir  John  Pope  Hennessey,  who 
moved    an    Amendment    to    the  Army ' 
-Annual  Bill.*   The  then  First  Lord  of  the  j 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  deli-  • 
berately  gave  him  a  promise  that  he  would  I 
amend    this    anomaly.      He   was    frank  i 
Bnough  to  point  out  that  the  Naval  Lords  ' 
Mrere   against   it,    but   still    he    was    so 
Convinced  of  the  equity  of  the   scheme 
-hat  he   decided   it   should   be    granted. 
tt    never    has    been    granted.       Why  1 
Because     the    naval     influence    at     the 
Board  of  Admiralty  was  too  strong.      I 
ntend  this  year  to  test  this  thing  on  the 
\rmy  Annual  Bill,  when  we  shall  have 
*n  opportunity  of  seeing  whether    it  is 
Possible  or  not.     It  is  regarded  as  a  great 
grievance,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  im- 
possible.    It  is  selfishness  and  prejudice 
gn  the  part  of  the  naval  element  to  e\- 

•  See  The   Parliamentary  Debates   [Thinl 
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dude  these  men  from  legitimate  and  just 
privileges.  The  hon.  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth  referred  to  the  position  marine 
officers  were  placed  in  when  they  landed 
with  the  navy  for  purely  military  pur- 
poses on  shore.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a 
marine  officer,  although  his  rank  may  be 
superior  to  the  naval  officer,  is  not  entitled 
to  take  command  in  military  operations  or 
drill  1  That  cannot  be  denied,  and  it  is 
felt  very  deeply.  Take  the  question  of 
gunnery.  All  frank  men  will  admit  that 
the  marines — both  officers  and  men, 
whether  they  be  marine  artillery  or 
marine  light  infantry — are  excellent  gun- 
ners. Many  of  the  marine  officers  pass 
identically  the  same  examination  that 
gunnery  lieutenants  pass.  When  on 
shore  they  qualify  hundreds  of  men  in  the 
gunnery  examinations  for  service  afloat ; 
they  pass  these  very  men  to  get  the  exact 
qualifications  they  must  have  before  they 
go  on  board  ship.  When  the  marine 
officer  is  removed  from  land  to  sea  ho  is 
not  even  allowed  to  re-qualify  the  very 
men  he  himself  passed  on  shore  in  gunnery 
for  service  afloat.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
it  is  purely  prejudice  and  selfishness  on 
the  part  of  naval  officers  and  authorities, 
and  I  hope  this  delmte  will  elicit  some- 
thing from  the  First  Lord  that  will  tend 
to  get  that  done  away  with.  It  is  most 
injurious  to  the  service.  The  marines  in 
our  Navy  to-day  represent  one-fourth  of 
the  fighting  force  of  the  Navy,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  finest  fighting  bodies  we  have. 
There  is  an  impression  amongst  marine 
officers  that  their  representative  has  not 
the  same  opportunities  afforded  to  him  of 
making  recommendations  to  the  First 
Lord  that  are  afforded  to  the  naval  branch 
of  the  service.  Why  should  there  not  be 
a  marine  officer  on  tho  Board  of  Admiralty  ? 
I  now  want  to  consider  the  position  of  the 
ordinary  marines,  and  compare  their  treat- 
ment with  that  of  the  bluejackets  and 
men  in  the  Army.  Take  the  question  of 
l>oot8.  You  now  exercise  these  marines  on 
shore  with  the  troops.  You  embodied  some 
of  them  and  sent  them  to  the  manoeuvres. 
You  do  not  make  them  the  same  draft  of 
boots  as  you  make  the  Army.  The 
soldier  gets  a  couplo  of  pairs  of  boots  a 
year  :  the  marine  only  gets  one.  In  this 
statement  you  have  conceded  something  : 
there  is  an  additional  grant  for  a  pair  of 
canvas  shoes.  Why  it  should  resolve 
itself  into  canvas  shoes  I  cannot  under- 
stand, except  they  are  cheaper. 

♦The   SECRETARY   to  the   ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
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The  marine  authorities  were  consulted 
on  this  subject  and  they  declared  them- 
selves perfectly  satisfied. 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  If  the  marines  were 
consulted,  the  verdict  would  be  the  other 
way.  They  have  been  asking  to  have 
the  same  treatment  in  that  respect  as  is 
given  to  the  Army.  These  men  are  also 
perpetually  under  stoppages  quite  different 
from  the  stoppages  inflicted  on  the  Arm}'. 
They  really  cannot  afford  to  meet,  out  of 
their  slender  pay,  all  the  calls  made  upon 
thorn.  Their  free  rations  are  totally 
inadequate.  The  marine  on  shore  gets 
for  his  breakfast  half  a  pound  of  bread 
and  a  pint  of  coffee  ;  for  his  dinner  he 
gets  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  meat 
and  no  vegetables,  and  for  supper  he  gets 
half  a  pound  of  dry  bread  and  a  pint 
of  tea  or  cocoa.  And  yet  it  has  been 
contended  that  the  marines  are  fairly 
treated.  You  do  not  feed  them  properly, 
and  you  do  not  behave  fairly  to  them. 
Take  the  question  of  gunnery  again. 
Prior  to  embarkation  the  marine  has  to 
pass  as  a  trained  man.  When  he  embarks 
he  takes  his  place  at  the  gun,  and  works 
side  by  side  with  the  bluejackets,  who 
have  it  open  to  them  to  qualify  as  sea- 
men gunners,  which  brings  with  it  an 
additional  3d.  per  day.  The  marine  is 
debarred  from  that  altogether.  Can  any 
reason  be  given  for  that  1  It  wants  some 
explanation.  As  it  cannot  be  discussed, 
I  content  myself  with  asking  a  question 
as  to  the  reason  the  negotiations  with 
regard  to  the  firing  range  at  Plymouth 
have  not  been  carried  through.  I  suspect 
the  difficulty  there  is  a  landlord's  ques- 
tion. Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  able  to  tell  us  what  is  the  real 
difficulty  standing  in  the  way  of  our  having 
a  proper  firing  range  at  Plymouth. 

Mr.  AKCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  N.) : 
We  have  always  had  the  best  feeling  on 
board  our  ships  between  naval  officers 
and  marine  officers.  The  envy  and  jealousy 
of  which  the  hon.  Member  has  just  spoken 
do  not  exist.  I  did  not  intend  to  intervene 
in  the  debate,  but  I  could  not  hear  my 
old  mates  abused  as  they  have  been  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Devonport.  One 
of  his  remarks  was  that  marines  were  not 
allowed  to  train  as  seamen  gunners.  The 
bluejacket  who  trains  as  a  seaman  gunner 
must  pass  a  highly  technical  examination.. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  for  a  marine  to 
learn  his  drill  as  a  marine  and  pass  such 
an  examination.    My  experience  of  marine 
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artillerymen  is  that  they  are  not  to  be 
compared  with  seamen  gunners  as  artil- 
lerymen.    To  say  they  are  on  the  s 
footing  for  ship's  guns  landed  on  shore  « 
to    leave  a  wrong    impression.    I  differ 
entirely  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Devon- 
port's  opinion  of  the  marine.     The  marina 
is  drilled  as  a  soldier,  he  is  not  drilled 
a  bluejacket.     He  is  as  good  by  land  as  a' 
landsman,  but  he  is  not  trained  in  gunnerr 
as  a  bluejacket  is.     The  hon.  Member  for 
Great  Yarmouth  said  the  naval  officer 
absolutely  ignorant  of  drill.    I  think  that, 
if  uncontradicted,  would  lead  to  a  wrong 
impression.     No  man    is    better  up 
battalion  drill   on   board  ship    than  the 
gunnery    lieutenant,  and    many  of  the 
officers  sent  on  shore  in  charge  of 
battalions  in  Cape  Town  and  Natal  i 
ex-gunnery   officers,  who1  were  as   wal. 
up  in  drill  as  the  marines.    I  do  not  dunk 
the  marine  officers  believe  they  are  kept  oat  j 
of    serving  on   courts-martial    by  naval  I 
officers,  or  think  they  have  any  of  the 
grievances  which  exist  only  in  the  imp* 
nation  of  men  who  go  about  our  seaport 
towns. 

♦Sir    U.     KAY  -  SHUTTLEWOETH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe)  :  I  regret  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth  should 
have  made  a  comparison    between  tw 
naval  officers — one  an  unnamed  buteasfy 
recognisable  officer  of  marines,  the  other 
a  naval  officer  whom,  in  response  to  * 
appeal  from  the  First  Lord,  he  mentioned  j 
by  name.     A  more  deplorable  form  of ; 
putting  a  strong  case  before  the  Hook 
could  scarcely  have  been  selected,    Bat 
the    relative    status    of   officers   of  the 
marines    and    naval    officers,    especially 
lieutenants,  requires  attention  from  the 
Admiralty.     The  officers  of  that  splendid 
body,  the  marines,  are  not  satisfied  with 
their  position  in  the  service.     This  ii  • 
source  of  injury  to  the  efficiency  of  tb 
I  service,  and   may  at  any   time  lead  to 
serious  trouble.   The  feeling  of  the  marine 
officers  at  the  present  time  is,  I  betiere, 
stronger  than  it  has  been  for  some  tina 
I  cannot  agree  with  another  part  of  tie 
case  which  was  presented  to  the  Committee 
by  the  hon.  ana  gallant  Member  forQwtf 
Yarmouth,  who  seemed  to  argue  that  wkei 
marines  were  available  naval  officer*  aad 
bluejackets  should  beexcludedfrom render- 
ing the  services  which  we  have  seen  theft 
render  during  the  present  war.    I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  thousand  pitaea  if 
the  gallant  naval  officers  and  men  of  the 
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ral  Brigade,  who  had  rendered  very 
•inguished  service  and  signal  help  in 
operations  which  have  led  to  such 
ippy  result  within  the  last  few  hours, 
been  excluded  from  any  share 
these  transactions.  I  welcome  the  use 
naval  contingents  within  reasonable 
its  upon  such  occasions,  for  we  have 
i  in  the  Crimea,  in  the  Indian  Mutiny, 
in  the  more  recent  wars,  what  splen- 
services  forces  composed  of  marines 
bluejackets  have  been  able  to  render, 
earnestly  trust  that  this  subject  will 
rive  the  careful  attention  of  the 
sent  Board  of  Admiralty.  The  Board 
recently  undergone  some  alterations, 
1 1  have  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  in 
erent  capacities  with  the  gallant  naval 
sere  who  sit  upon  that  Board.  I  may 
that  I  have  the  greatest  confidence 
those  officers  individually,  and  I  be- 
e  that  they  are  men  who  will  bring 
>rejudiced  minds  to  bear  upon  naval 
tstions  as  much  as  it  is  possible  for 
'al  officers  to  shake  themselves  free 
m  prejudice.  There  is  a  very 
>ng  feeling  among  marine  officers 
t  their  position,  their  status,  and 
ir  prospects  are  not  satisfactory.  It  is 
►lorable  to  think  that  after  we  bestow 
much  pains  and  spend  so  much  money 
*n  the  training  of  marine  officers 
re  is  such  a  poor  career  before  them. 
>  see  all  these  unemployed  officers,  and, 
;he  Member  for  West  Belfast  pointed 
,  there  is  only  one  general  officer — an 
eedingly  distinguished  and  gallant 
ser — who  has  any  post  of  importance, 
is  the  one  brilliant  exception,  and  a 
y  important  exception,  to  the  employ- 
it  of  such  officers  in  high  positions.  I 
not  pretend  to  suggest  the  details  for 
3medy,  for  I  thinlc  it  would  be  very 
sumptuous  on  my  part  to  do  so.  I 
not  think,  however,  that  this  question 
rest  where  it  is,  and  I  do  appeal  to 
hon.  and  gallant  Members  in  this 
use  who  have  served  in  Her  Majesty's 
vy,  and  more  ]>articularly  those  who 
stitute  the  present  Board  of  Admi- 
r}\  to  jKiy  the  greatest  attention  to 
it  they  may  regard  as  a  sentimental 
5vanco.  1  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
mate  lightly  the  importance  of  a 
timental  grievance,  though  this  is  also 
jractical  grievance,  for  very  often  a 
timental  grievance  may  have  in  one  of 
r  Majesty's  services  very  far-reaching 
I  injurious  consequences.  I  think  it  is 
the  best  interests  of  the  Navy  that  this 
>ject  should  receive  careful  attention, 


and  that  there  should  be  no  feeling  of  a 
grievance  on  the  part  of  those  officers, 
and  there  should  l)e  no  want  of  considera- 
tion for  their  feelings.  I  will  not  say 
more  upon  this  occasion.  One  is  rather 
tempted  to  be  led  into  detail,  but  I  have 
purposely  resisted  the  temptation,  al- 
though I  know  that  I  lay  myself  open  to 
the  charge  of  proposing  no  specific 
remedy.  That  I  would  rather  leave  to 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  itself. 

Commander  BETHELL  (York,  E.R., 
Holderness) :  My  right  hon.  friend  knows 
as  well  as  I  do  that  the  real  difficulty  on 
board  ship  is  that  there  is  no  occupation 
or  employment  for  marine  officers.  Some 
years  ago  it  is  quite  true  that  a  few 
Royal  Marine  Artillery  officers  were  used 
as  gunnery  officers,  but  when  scientific 
training  came  to  the  front  the  Naval 
officers  naturally  determined  that  it  was 
proper  that  the  whole  of  those  important 
duties  should  be  undertaken  by  those 
officers,  and  by  degrees  they  set  to  work 
to  undertake  their  duties,  and  the  marine 
officers  were  thus  deprived  of  this  one 
occupation.  That  is  their  profound 
difficulty  in  this  question,  and  until  you 
can  find  employment  for  the  officers  of 
the  marines  on  board  ship  you  will  have 
this  perpetual  difficulty,  which  I  am 
afraid  the  Admiralty  will  not  be  able  to 
solve.  If  the  difficulty  is  as  great  as  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Belfast  says  it  is,  then  it  is  only  to 
be  solved  by  doing  what  can  now  well  be 
done,  and  that  is  to  remove  all  the 
marines  from  the  ships  and  employ  them 
elsewhere  -  which  is  a  thing  that 
everybody  connected  with  the  service 
would  deplore.  That  is  the  one  real 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Admiralty  have  really  gone 
into  the  matter,  but  when  they/do  I  am 
quite  persuaded  that  they  will  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  as  I  have  done. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  There  are  few  occa- 
sions on  which  I  feel  it  will  be  less 
agreeable  to  take  part  in  a  debate  than 
upon  the  present  occasion.  Tov  my  mind 
comparisons  are  odious,  and  too  many 
comparisons  have  been  made  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  I  wish  to  bear  my  own 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  that  great 
body  the  marines.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  has  asked  me  if  I  am  satisfied  with 
that  efficiency.  I  have  never  lost  an 
opportunity  v*f  saving  that  I  fully  re- 
cognise the  value  of  that  force,  and  I  should 
be  extremely  sorry  that  uome  difficulties 
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that  seem  to  exist  in  the  foree  should  lead 
hou.  Gentlemen  to  calmly  contemplate  its 
total  reorganisation,  and  possibly  its 
separation  from  the  Navy.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast 
suggests  that  such  a  contingency  may 
arise,  and  that  the  marines  may  be  estab- 
lished as  a  separate  force  :  but  if  that 
does  happen  they  will  no  longer  be 
marines,  and  they  will  lie  no  longer 
associated  with  the  Navy,  with 
its  traditions,  and  with  all  the 
great  glory  of  the  Navy  itself.  Such 
a  course  may  be  forced  on  the  Govern- 
ment at  some  time,  but  certainly  not 
while  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  the 
Navy.  It  may  come  about,  but  if  it 
does  it  will  weaken  the  Navy,  it  will 
weaken  the  marines,  and  will  run  counter 
to  the  general  spirit  in  which  the  Admi- 
ralty wish  people  to  regard  the  marines. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Belfast  says  that  he  will  be  content  to 
leave  this  important  matter  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  civilian  body  of  six  Mem- 
bers. 1  do  not  know  whether  the  civilian 
opinion  in  the  House  or  in  the  country 
generally  would  produce  a  proper  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  to  examine  into  the 
matter.  I  should  have  no  objection  as  a 
civilian  to  take  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  such  a  body,  but  before  I  did  so  I 
should  cease  to  be  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  I  am,  however,  convinced 
that  a  certain  amount  of  professional 
experience  besides  that  of  civilian  experts 
would  be  required  to  conduct  such  an 
inquiry. 
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a  matter  of  discipline.  My  hon.  and  pl- 
iant friend  the  Member  for  Great  Yar- 
mouth has  made  two  speeches  with 
reference  to  the  marines.  If  I  were  a 
marine  I  think  I  should  prefer  to  tras 
my  case  to  some  less  enthusiastic  advo- 
cate than  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member, 
because  he  allows  himself  to  be  carried 
awav  with  enthusiasm. 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  said  I 
would  refer  the  question  of  justice  or 
injustice  to  any  impartial  body  of 
civilians.  • 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  That  question  must 
depend  largely  on  the  experience  of  naval 
officers.  People  who  take  up  a  grievance 
always  believe  that  justice  is  on  their 
side.  There  is  no  general  standard  of 
justice.  It  is  frequently  the  victory  in 
the  contest  between  rival  sides.  But 
that  is  only  a  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member.  I  wish  to  say  at  once  that, 
while  I  am  most  anxious  to  deal  with  the 
marines  in  a  manner  jjerfectly  satisfactory 
to  them,  so  long  as  I  am  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  I  will  not  undertake  to 
hand  over  to  any  body  of  inquiry  a  great 
question  of  discipline  affecting  any  part 
of  the  forces  I  represent.  I  am  certain  it 
will  not  do  to  have  any  such  inquiry  into 

Mr,  Goschen. 


♦Sir  J.  COLOMB :  And  knowledge. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes,  an  exaggera- 
tion of  his  own  knowledge. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  :  No,  the  knowledge 
of  the  service  and  forty  years  of  study. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Meml>er  could  exagge- 
rate the  extent  of  his  knowledge.  Ki 
speech  he  made  the  other  night  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  found 
fault  with  me  because  I  alluded  in 
my  statement  to  the  present  standard  <rf 
the  Marines  ;  but  surely  this  is  a  matter 
of  interest  that  the  public  would  like  to 
know.  The  standard  of  the  Guards  w  5 
ft.  7  in.,  that  of  the  Marines  is  5  ft.  Tliiu 
so  that,  notwithstanding  the  grievances 
of  the  marines  and  the  alleged  injustice 
under  which  they  suffer,  I  am  glad  to  ay 
that  not  only  have  we  secured  all  the 
recruits  we  desired  in  the  past  year,  bat 
we  have  been  able  to  raise  the  standard 
a  half-inch  beyond  the  standard  of  the 
Guards.  As  regards  the  Royal  MarineLight 
Infantry,  we  have  been  able  to  maintain  the 
standard  at  5  ft.  7  in.  I  hope  this  greit 
corps  will  still  be  a  popular  corj* 
'  Though  certain  disadvantages  have  bem 
|  pickea  out  here  and  there,  still  the  ad- 
I  vantages  connected  with  it  are  such  that 
i  men  will  still  be  attracted  to  this  branch  of 
the  sendee.  The  marines  are  aa 
numerous,  as  well  trained,  and  I  believe, 
on  the  whole,  as  contented,  to  judge  by 
the  number  of  men  who  flock  to  the  ranks. 
as  they  have  been  at  any  time. 

Commander  BETHELL :  Is  there  any 
difficulty  about  marine  officers  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  am  glad  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  has  alluded  to  that 
point,  because  it  is  one  of  the  most  curious 
incidents  in  the  natural  history  of  griev- 
ances that,  while  it  is  pointed  out  that 
marine  officers  have  so  few  hopes  and  *> 
little  future,  we  are  getting  as  fine  (and, 
indeed,  a  finer)  set  of  young  fellows  to 
enter  the  marine  service  as  we  have  ever 
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done.  When  the  examinations  take  place 
it  Woolwich  and  Sandhurst  we  have 
great  satisfaction  in  seeing  how  many 
>fficers  volunteer  for  the  marines.  I  will 
frankly  say,  however,  it  is  undoubtedly  a 
*eak  point  in  the  marine  service  that 
;here  are  so  few  commands  for  the  senior 
ifficers.  I  feel  that.  The  great  diffi- 
culty is  how  to  remedy  it.  But  can  we 
■emedy  it  by  taking  over  the  coaling 
itatioiis  ?  That  is  one  panacea — to  revo- 
utionise  the  whole  system  in  order  to 
ind  a  few  more  commands  for  a  certain 
lumber  of  marine  officers.  To  do  that  it 
vould  be  necessary  so  much  to  increase  the 
orce  of  the  marines  that  possibly  the 
proportion  of  commands  to  the  number 
>f  officers  would  not  be  so  much  greater 
»han  at  present.  I  have  resisted  this  new 
principle,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so.  It 
s  said,  Why  not  increase  the  marines  by 
.0,000  men?  But  should  we  then  be 
tble  to  keep  up  the  present  high  standard  i 
'.  want  to  keep  the  numbers  of  the 
narines  within  s^ph  limits  that  there 
hall  be  no  deterioration  in  the  physique 
rf  the  men,  and  that  we  shall  be 
Me  to  continue  to  point  to  the  marines  as 
me  of  the  finest  forces  in  the  country. 
L  have  not  seen  the  remedy,  but  when- 
ever it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Admiralty 
to  do  anything  in  order  to  secure  military 
employment  for  the  lieutenant-colonels, 
the  majors,  and  the  higher  officers  in  the 
marine  service,  I  shall  look  upon  it  as  a 
paramount  duty  to  further  such  appoint- 
ments as  far  as  I  can.  Whenever  the 
lervices  of  marine  officers  are  asked  for 
other  departments — and  they  are  often 
isked  for  in  Egypt,  at  the  Cape,  and  at 
home 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTEK  :  By  the 
Navy  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  Navy  cannot 
Bmploy  a  lieutenant-colonel.  There  are 
no  employments  for  lieutenant-colonels  of 
the  marines  beyond  those  which  exist  at 
3ur  ports.  The  Navy  has  no  higher  em- 
ployment for  them,  and  I  do  not  know 
how  they  can  have  unless  by  revolu- 
tionising the  whole  system  ef  the  corps, 
rhings  being  as  they  are,  however,  cer- 
tainly every  effort  ought  to  be  made,  if 
not  by  the  Navy,  yet  by  the  Army, 
bo  secure  employment  for  them.  That  is 
&  thing  I  have  very  much  at  heart,  and 
when  I  saw  the  necessity  in  the  country 
generally  for  officers  I  immediately  placed 
myself  in  eonimumcation  with  the  War 
Office  ~"td     secure    immediate     employ- 


ment for  a  number  of  officers  of 
high  rank  in  the  marines  in  the  Army. 
I  only  mention  that  to  show  that,  so  far 
from  being  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  the 
marines,  the  Admiralty  are  anxious  to  do 
all  they  can,  without  breaking  up  the  pre- 
sent system,  to  show  their  appreciation  of 
the  officers  of  the  corps.  I  pass  to  a 
different  part  of  the  subject.  From  the 
observations  that  have  been  made  in  some 
quarters,  it  is  thought  that  the  marines 
have  no  representation  at  the  Admiralty  ; 
but  they  have  the  Deputy- Adjutant- 
General,  and  if  hon.  Members  think  that 
this  officer  cannot  see  tho  First  Lord 
when  he  desires  they  are  very  much  mis- 
taken. I  shall  always  be  glad  to  hear 
from  any  represent  itive  of  the  marines 
what  their  grievances  are  and  what  they 
desire  should  be  done.  In  no  depart- 
ment at  the  Admiralty  is  there  any  diffi- 
culty of  direct  access  either  to  the  First 
Lord  or  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
I  always  encourage  the  representatives  of 
every  great  body  belonging  to  the  Ad- 
miralty to  be  absolutely  frank  in  their 
statements,  and  to  communicate  with  the 
First  Lord  whenever  they  desire  to  do  so. 
I  now  turn  to  the  argument  of  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth.  I  cannot  help  regretting  that 
in  order  to  make  good  his  case  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  selected  two  indi- 
vidual cases  of  officers,  one  in  the  Marines 
and  one  in  the  Navy,  in  order,  as  it  were, 
to  run  the  claim  of  one  against  the  other. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  I  introduced 
the  cases  in  order  to  illustrate  the 
different  kinds  of  training  and  fitness  for 
special  work.  A  Marine  Artillery  officer 
and  a  naval  lieutenant  might  meet  each 
other  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  on 
shore,  but  the  one  by  training  is  superior 
to  the  other.  , 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  But  how  did  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  select  his  case  1  Why 
in  regard  to  the  Navy  he  took  what  he 
himself  calls  the  weakest  case  he  coidd 
possibly  find. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  Certainly,  I 
did. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Member 
selected  the  highest  case  on  the  side  of 
the  marines  and  the  weakest  case  on  the 
side  of  the  Navy,  with  the  object  of  con- 
trasting the  training  of  the  two  men.  He 
did  nut  mention  the  name,  but  he  has 
said  enough  to  tell  anyone  who  the  man 
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was.  But  why  did  the  hon.  Member  not 
select  a  gunnery  lieutenant  ?  The  com- 
parison is  not  only  utterly  unjust,  but  it 
is  calculated  to  mislead  the  House,  because 
the  case  put  forward  is  an  exceptional 
case.  The  most  substantial  part  of 
my  hon.  friends  argument,  however, 
is  that  no  naval  officers  and  no  blue- 
jackets ought  to  have  been  landed 
until  every  marine  and  every  marine 
officer  on  hoard  ship  had  been  exhausted. 
If  that  course  had  been  taken  it  would  not 
only  have  been  a  terrible  disappointment 
to  everyone  connected  with  the  Navy,  but 
to  the  country  at  large.  The  country  has 
been  glad  to  see  the  bluejackets  on  shore. 
Comparisons  are  odious,  and  it  pains  me 
to  have  to  meet  some  of  the  points  my 
hon.  friend  has  brought  forward.  But 
there  is  no  doubt  that  even  on  shore, 
whether  they  have  or  have  not  technical 
knowledge  of  land  warfare,  the  bluejacket, 
wherever  he  had  been,  has  distinguished 
himself,  and  has  shown  that  he  is  a 
worthy  man  to  fight  on  si  1  ore  side  by  side 
with  the  soldier.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
depreciate  the  value  of  the  marines  or 
their  officers ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  history 
that  in  the  Crimean  War,  in  the  Indian 
Mutiny,  and  in  Egypt  the  bluejacket  on 
shore  has  secured  the  admiration  of  all 
military  officers. 

♦Slit  JOHN  COLOxMB :  Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  but  my  hon. 
friend  would  not  have  landed  one  of 
them ;  he  wanted  to  leave  them  fretting 
in  their  ships  while  men  were  going  to  the 
front,  and  he  little  understands  the 
temper  of  the  bluejacket  when  he  says 
this,  for  they  would  have  felt  it  with  an 
equal  degree  of  intensity  if  they  had  been 
left  out,  especially  when  the  Army  autho- 
rities asked  for  a  Naval  Brigade.  The 
authorities  did  not  ask  specially  for  the 
marines  for  the  guns;  they  asked  for 
what  is  known  in  history  as  a  Naval 
Brigade,  bluejackets  as  well  as  marines. 
My  hon.  friend  thought  that  the  safety  of 
the  ships  was  jeopardised 

*>Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  Hear,  hear! 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  In  what  whv  ?  My 
lion.  ;mk1  ;rn]|niii  fnVml  \\  isijy  dors  not 
reply. 

*Sik  JOHX  COLOMB.  K\  taking  the 
ieamen  out  of  them. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  But  in  their  parti, 
cular  position  how  were  those  ships 
jeopardised  ? 

Mr.  Goscheiu  > 


♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:    Because  the 

ships  depend  for  their  seagoing  ability 

I  upon   having  certain  naval  officers  and  a 

'  certain  number  of  seamen,  and  no  more 

I  are  carried  in  a  ship  than  are  necessary 

!  for  its  sea  efficiency.      There  are  no  more 

naval  officers    than  are   necessary,  and 

therefore  I  say  £hat  if  you  diminish  by 

sending  on  shore  any  proportion  of  the* 

naval  officers  and  men  you  are  crippling 

the  ships  for  their  seagoing  business. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  says  by  doing  this  we  are 
crippling  our  ships  for  their  seagoing 
business.  At  that  moment  we  were  not 
at  war — [Opposition  laughter.] — why  do 
hon.  Members  opposite  laugh  t  At  that 
moment  if  we  had  been  at  war  with  a 
sea  Power,  and  if  an  idea  had  prevailed 
that  a  hostile  fleet  would  sweep  dom 
upon  us,  then  the  case  woidd  have  been 
different.  As  a  general  rule,  and  in 
ordinary  circumstances,  I  should  I* 
reluctant  to  see  many  officers  and  men 
taken  out  of  their  jships.  A  certain 
amount  of  pressure  has  been  exercised  in 
order  to  secure  that  too  manv  men  and 
officers  should  not  go  to  the  front ;  but 
the  circumstances  in  the  early  stage*  of 
the  war  were  absolutely  exceptional.  The 
hon.  Member  asks  about  the  cases  of  the 
" Terrible "  and  the  "Powerful."  The 
"  Terrible  "  was  going  out  to  China,  and 
the  "  Powerful "  was  coining  home. 
When  the  emergency  arose  it  was  thought 
to  be  wise  to  let  them  go  to  the  Cape  on 
their  way.  They  arrived  in  the  nick  of 
time.  The  "  Powerful "  came  from 
Mauritius,  having  there  embarked  half » 
battalion,  and  carried  the  men  to  Durban, 
where  they  were  most  welcome.  Then  the 
ship  went  to  the  Cape,  and  matters  had 
become  more  and  more  serious  when  the 
"  Terrible  "  arrived  on  her  way  to  China 
The  military  and  local  authorities  asked 
that  the  vessels  should  be  detained.  The 
Admiralty  were  anxious  for  them  to  pro- 
ceed to  their  stations;  but  in  new  of 
their  large  crows  and  the  large  number  of 
guns  which  they  carried,  the  local 
authorities  regarded  them  as  a  protection, 
and  that  protection  they  had  not  yet  been 
willing  to  forego. 

*Siu  JOHN  COLOMB :  It  is  locali^ 
the  Fleet. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes,  and  the  Adnu> 
alty  will  localise  the  Fleet  when  it  is 
necessary.  The  high-level  principles  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  would  no* 
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allow  the  Navy  to  lend  a  hand  to  the 
Army  in  an  emergency.  According  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  scientific 
principles  of  Imperial  defence,  these  ships 
would  be  at  home  or  in  China. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  No.  • 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Then  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  would  wish  them  to  stay  where  they 
were  and  wait  till  the  marines  landed  had 
returned;  Captain  Lambton  should  not 
have  gone  to  Ladysmith,  and  Captain 
Scott  should  not  have  become  com- 
mandant at  Durban. 

♦Sir JOHN  COLOMB:  No. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  hon.  Member 
has  said  over  and  over  again  that  the 
naval  officers  ought  not  to  be  landed  until 
all  the  marines  had  been  sent. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  The  point 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  missing 
is  that  the  first  question  for  consideration 
is  the  efficiency  and  readiness  for  sea  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  That  is  the  high- 
level  doctrine,  but  it  is  not  the  doctrine 
which  any  Government  or  Admiralty 
would  follow  when  the  country  is  in  need 
of  seamen.  According  to  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  Captain  Lambton 
would  not  have  taken  his  guns  up  to 
Ladysmith  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  I  said  that  a 
subaltern  of  marine  infantry  and  a  detach- 
ment of  marine  infantry  were  quite  equal 
to  that  work,  and  that  the  ship  should 
not  have  been  deprived  of  her  captain 
and  several  naval  officers  to  dp  the  work 
of  a  marine  officer. 

Mr,  GOSCHEN:  The  captain  is  the 
officer  to  whom  the  men  look  for  orders ; 
it  is  he  who  puts  all  the  "go  "  into  the 
ship ;  it  is  he  who  is  trusted  by  the  men  on 
shore  and  by  the  military  authorities  ;  it 
is  he  who  can  say,  "  I  will  take  those 
guns  up,  railway  or  no  railway,  and  they 
shall  be  there  in  time."  A  sub-lieutenant 
of  murine*,  notwithstanding  his  science, 
n»uld  not  have  done  that  which'  lias  been 
done  by  the  naval  officers.  The  captain 
of  the  ship  is  the  man  to  whom  everyone 
looks  in  an  emergency;  he  it  is  Vho 
knows  every  man  in  the  ship — marines  as 
well  as  seamen.  As  to  the  argument  that 
the  ships  were  rendered  not  efficient  to 
go  to  sea,  there  was   uo   probability  of 
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their  being  required  to  do  so.  I  agree 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member's 
doctrine  is  good  doctrine,  but  it  is  not 
applicable  in  the  particular  case.  There 
was  no  enemy  within  7,000  miles.  I  will 
frankly  admit  that  if  there  were  a  war 
elsewhere,  if  there  were  hostile  cruisers 
about,  and  a  chance  of  the  ships  being  re- 
quired to  act,  then,  strong  as  the  desire 
of  the  officers  and  the  bluejackets  might 
be  to  assist  the  troops  on  shore,  I  should 
endeavour  to  put  a  restraining  hand  upon 
that  desire,  because  their  ships  would  be 
the  proper  place  for  them.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  has  asked  for  a  declara- 
tion of  policy  on  my  part ;  that  is  the 
declaration.  In  all  cases  the  interests  of 
the  ships  must  be  considered  first.  In 
the  case  of  the  South  African  war  that 
consideration  did  not  arise ;  and  it  would 
be  a  great  disappointment  to  the  Navy 
if  they  did  not  get  some  chance, 
on  those  occasions,  to  emulate  the 
deeds  of  William  Peel  in  the 
Indian  Mutiny  or  of  the  Naval 
Brigade  in  the  Crimea.  While  I  make 
some  concessions  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member,  I  hope  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  will  make  some  concession  to  the 
spirit  and  traditions  of  the  Navy,  and  not 
insist  that  they  should  remain  at  port 
doing  nothing,  though  they  see  tneir 
friends  and  comrades  going  to  the  front, 
and  though  they  know  that  they  can 
handle  the  guns  as  well  as  the  marines, 
and  that  they  would  be  welcomed  by  the 
troops.  As  to  the  regulations  on  the  sub- 
ject, a  great  deal  is  left,  and  must  be  left, 
to  the  Admiral  on  the  spot.  The 
Admiral  must  decide  whether  marines 
or  bluejackets,  or  both,  and  in  what 
proportions,  shall  go  to  the  front.  No 
regulations  can  be  issued  which  will  bind 
the  Admiral  as  to  details.  I  would  point 
out  in  answer  to  another  question  which 
has  been  put  to  me  that  as  regards 
general  instructions  as  to  sea  or  shore 
there  is  this  difficulty — it  is  half  shore 
and  half  sea.  Every  expedition  diners 
so  much  in  character  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  lay  down  any  general 
principle  to  guide  the  Admirals  in  every 
case.  I  frankly  .say  that  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  me  when  some  responsibility  can  be 
placed  on  marine  officers.  Although, 
apparently,  a  senior  officer  was  afterwards 
appointed  to  the  Naval  Brigade,  I  am 
glad  that  Major  Marchant  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  force  on  the 
Modeler  River,    and  I    know  that  both 


1495 


{ COMMONS}  {Navy  Estimates). 


H96 


bluejackets  and  marines  heartily  approve 
of  the  course  that  was  taken  in  that  ease. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  thought  that 
on  the  whole,  tliough  he  did  not  exactly 
say  so,  it  is  the  marine  artillerists  who 
are  more  scientific  than  the  naval 
gunners. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  Their  training 
is  longer,  more  special,  and  more 
scientific. 

AIk.  GOSCHEN:  I  feel  regret  at 
having  to  speak  at  all  on  the  subject  of 
comparisons,  but  I  would  point  out  to  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  that  it  was  a 
naval  officer  who  invented  the  gun  car- 
riage for  the  shore  guns.  According  to 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  Captain  Percy 
Scott  ought  to  have  remained  on  board 
the  "  Powerful "  looking  after  men  who 
had  got  nothing  to  do  because  they  were 
not  going  to  sea,  and  ought  not  to  have 
interfered  with  the  business  on  shore. 
Both  portions  of  the  service  are  deserving 
of  every  admiration  on  the  part  of  the 
country  ;  they  fought  well  together,  and 
there  is  much  loss  jealousy  either  on 
board  a  man-of-war  or  on  shore  than  one 
would  think  from  the  speeches  we  have 
heard.  Moreover,  hon.  Members  speak 
as  if  the  position  of  the  marine  has  gone 
back ;  but  the  position  of  the  marine  in 
the  esteem  of  his  brother  officers,  and  on 
board  a  man-of-war,  has  improved.  I 
hope  that  will  continue,  and  I  hope  we 
may  still  be  able  to  secure  the  services  of 
such  admirable  young  officer  as  I  am 
glad  to  say  we  are  getting.  I  have 
the  position  of  the  marines  deeply  at 
heart.  But  it  is  an  extremely  difficult 
matter.  I  do  not  wish  to  offer  the  Com- 
mittee any  promises  or  vague  words  in 
order  to  gain  applause  or  persuade  any- 
body from  giving  the  vote  that  he  would 
like  to  give,  because  I  see  difficulties  in 
every  direction.  But  I  will  continue  to 
give  my  attention  to  the  general  question 
of  the  marines  with  pleasure,  although  I 
cannot  pledge  myself  to  any  particular 
measure  or  to  any  such  wide  revolutionary 
change  as  has  been  sketched  out  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  thought 
1  had  a  case,  but  I  am  certain  of  it  now. 
I  really  never  did  hear  from  a  Minister 
so  extraordinary  a  defence  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  here  to-night. 
There  were  very  few  hon.  Members  in 
the  House  who  listened  to  the  speech  of 
Mr,  Goschen. 


my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  but  I  challenge 
those  who  heard  that  speech  to  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  met  in  any 
degree  the  statements  which  were  made. 
With  all  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  must  say  that  he  has  said  a  great 
deal  which   I   feel  is   "  playing   to    the 
gallery."      The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
has  not  made  in  one  single  particular  an 
answer  to  the  gravamen  of  the  charge  we 
brought  against    the    Admiralty.      The 
right   hon.   Gentleman  says   that  he  is 
responsible  for  the  discipline  of  the  Navy, 
and  he  does  his  work  exceedingly  well ; 
but  he  asks  us  to  go  a  little  further,  for 
he  says  that  he  cannot  be  shaken  in  his 
view  about  the  discipline  of  the  Navy  by 
anything  that  has  been  said  outside. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  In  regard  to  a  board 
of  civilians. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTKR :  I  ask  the 
Committee  to  look  at  the  facts  as  they 
are.  Look  at  the  cases  we  have  had 
before  us  in  this  House  over  and  over 
again.  Take  the  case  of  the  engineers. 
Tney  have  great  and  powerful  organisa- 
tions and  influence  outside,  and  the 
engineering  trade  is  a  great  organised 
force,  and  what  happens  ?  Why,  session 
after  session  we  have  had  concessions 
made  to  them  by  the  Admiralty.  And 
why  ?  Is  it  because  the  engineers  ask 
forthem  1  Not  a  bit  of  it.  Is  it  because 
the  Admiralty  arc  anxious  to  do  them 
some  service  ?  Possibly  that  may  he  the 
case  ;  but  does  anybody  in  this  Committee 
believe  that  if  these  powerful  organisations 
had  not  brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Admiralty,  concession  after  concession 
would  have  been  made  to  the  engineer- 
ing branch  ?  Take,  for  instance,  the 
Medical  Service  in  the  Navy.  They 
also  have  great  outside  influences. 
There  are  the  great  organisations 
of  the  medical  profession,  which 
are  ably  represented  in  this  Hoiwe, 
and  which  arc  powerfully  represented 
in  the  country,  with  the  result  that  year 
after  year  we  have  seen  the  status  of  the 
medical  profession  in  the  Navy  improve, 
and  their  complaints  have  l>een  attended 
to.  My  right  hon.  friend  says  he  resents  ' 
these  comparisons.  That  is  a  very  fair 
statement,  no  doubt,  but  he  assumes  that 
you  start  from  an  equality.  There  are 
some  35,000  in  the  competent  ranks  <rf 
the  Navy,  and  18,500  in  the  competent 
ranks  of  the  Royal  Marines,  but  am  I  to 
be  told  that  the  power  of  influencing  the 
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Government  at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal  I 
Marines  and  the  naval  branches  of  Her  j 
Majesty's  service  are  equal  ?    We  know  [ 
they  are  not.     There  are   seventy-three  : 
admirals,  thirty-five  of  whom  are  on  the  , 
active  list ;  all  of  them   are  men  of  high 
social  position,  and  who  doubtless  deserve  | 
the  influence  they  possess,  but  their  plead-  j 
ings  are  on  behalf  of  the  Navy.  The  Royal  j 
Marines  are  without  a  voice  to  plead  for  ] 
them.     They  have  no  organisations  simi-  \ 
lar  to  those  of  the  engineers  or  the  medical 
profession,  and   they  have  no  social  in- 
fluence such  as  that  which  is  prominent 
in  this  country  on  behalf  of  the  Army 
and  on  behalf  of  the  naval  branch  of  the 
service.     They  have  no  representative  on 
the  Admiralty  board. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  have  seen  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Royal  Marines 
and  discussed  matters  with  him. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  has  seen  this 
gentleman.  I  have  seen  him  too.  I  have 
seen  the  office  he  sits  in.  I  have  com- 
pared the  comfortable  throne  on  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  sits  in  his  hand- 
somely furnished  room  at  the  Admiralty 
—which  is  his  due — and  I  have  compared 
it  with  the  dismal  "  two-pair-back "  in 
North umlxjrland  Avenue  in  which  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Marines  is  com- 
pelled to  transact  his  business.  I  say 
there  is  no  comparing  the  social  rank  and 
influence  of  the  Adjutant  General  and  the 
occupants  of  the  Admiralty.  The  First 
Lord  said  that  when  the  Adjutant 
General  comes  into  his  office  he  is  re- 
ceived with  the  courtesy  he  gives  to  every- 
one. I  am  sure  of  that,  and  that  the 
representatives  of  the  stokers,  the 
engineers,  and  of  the  "sick  bay 
stewards "  would  be  received  with  the 
same  courtesy ;  but  that  is  a  mere  trifling 
with  the  subject. 

Mk.  GOSCHEN  :  Mere  talk. 

♦Mil.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  right  j 
hon.    Gentleman   says   that   what   I   am  j 
stating  is  mere  talk  ;  but  I  maintain  that 
the  First  Lord  is  in  an  absolutely   and 
totally  different  position  from  this  non- 
combatant    and     only      general     of     a 
force    of  18,500  men — he  is,  it  appears,  | 
the       correlative      and      equivalent     of 
thirty-five,  admirals  out  of  seventy-three 
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on  the  active  list,  and  the  equivalent 
of  the  multitudinous  generals  in  the 
Army.  It  is  trifling  with  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  public  to  say  that  that 
officer  comes  to  him  with  the  same  weight 
of  authority  as  is  possessed  by  any  of  the 
high  officers  in  the  engineering  or  naval 
branches  of  the  Navy.  I  have  not  had  a 
reply  yet  to  the  very  simple  query  I 
put,  whether  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  a  service  can  be  satisfactory  with  the 
prospect  held  out  to  the  Royal  Marines. 
Take  any  other  profession  in  the  world — 
the  business  man,  the  clergyman,  the  sol- 
dier, the  sailor,  the  tinker,  or  the  tailor — 
the  man  who  enters  these  prof  essionsT  has 
the  possibility  of  rising  to  the  top ;  but 
the  Royal  Marines  is  the  one  branch  of 
Her  Majesty's  Services  in  which  there  is 
no  chance  whatever  of  rising  to  the  top. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  he 
is  very  charitable  to  the  marines,  and  that 
if  he  can  induce  the  Colonial  Office  or  the 
War  Office  to  offer  them  appointments  he 
will  give  them  testimonial*. 

Mk.  GOSCHEN  :  I  want  to  give  the 
marines  as  full  opportunity  for  employ- 
ment as  possible.  Will  my  right  hon. 
friend  tell  us  whether  he  wants  to  put  a 
lieutenant-colonel  of  marines  as  captain 
of  a  war-ship  ?  I  know  there  arc  capable 
men  in  the  Royal  Marines,  and  I  have 
told  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  would 
help  them,  not  to  got  rid  of  them,  but 
with  a  wish  to  serve  them. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  recognise 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  good  wishes, 
but  surely  he  has  given  his  whole  case 
away  in  the  very  statement  he  has  made. 
I  want  him  to  give  the  Royal  Marine 
officers  the  same  opportunities  as  are 
offered  to  any  other  officers  in  Her 
Majesty's  Service.  The  First  Lord  says 
that  he  wants  to  do  them  a  good  turn 
and  that  he  recommends  them  to  the 
Admiralty  for  employment  on  the  staff  in 
India  and  for  posts  in  the  colonies.  I  say 
that  is  an  accident  of  the  system,  and  is 
outside  the  system,  and  that  you  must 
alter  the  system  to  better  the  result. 
It  is  not  the  eternal  law  of  nature 
that  officers  commanding  18,500  troops 
should  be  del)arred  from  any  advance- 
ment in  their  profession.  You  may 
allow  them  to  become  gunnery  inspectors, 
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as  they  used  to  bo ;  members  of  the 
Ordnance  Committee,  or  to  take  charge 
of  naval  stations  abroad.  But  that 
is  not  my  point.  If  you  encourage  a 
system  which  is  radically  unsound  you 
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.  true  that  the  present  system  excludes  them 

I  from  the  prizes  of  their  profession,  then  I 

maintain  that  you  must  alter  that  system. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn Regis): 
We  must  not  take  the  hon.  Member  for 


can  only  have  unsound  fruit  from  that  i  Wegt    g^^    ^    seriou8'ly#      j    \^t 


system,  and  I  cannot  admit  that  there  is 
anything  eternal  in  an  unjust  system. 
No,  Sir,  I  am  not  content  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  explanation. 
I  feel  strongly  about  this  question,  not 
because  I  am  disloyal  in  any  way  to  the 
administration  of  the  Navy,  but  because  I 
hold  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  Navy 
and  of  the  nation  that  this  state  of  things 
should  be  altered.  My  right  hon.  friend 
laughs  at  me.  I  do  not  regard  his  gibes 
about  my  talking  of  principles  which  I 
said  were  eternal.  He  said  they  were 
not  eternal;  but  I  do  think  there  is  a 
certain     elementary    concession    which 


listened  to  his  long  and  interesting,  bat, 
is  I  thought,  not  very  relevant  speech, 
and  as  he  went  on  I  sympathiser  with 
him  more  and  more.  The  First  Lord  has 
replied  to  him,  and  an  admiral  has 
interrupted  him;  and  if  that  is  not 
enough  to  put  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  out  of  temper,  I  do  not 
know  what  would.  His  case,  so  far  at  I 
could  understand  it  through  the  multitude 
of  words  in  which  it  was  enshrouded, 
was  this :  that  a  marine  officer  has  a 
grievance  because  he  cannot  hope  to  rifle 
bo  the  top  of  his  profession,  which  I 
understand    to    be    a    lieutenant-colonel 
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mon  sense  of  the  House  when  I  say  that 
there  is  no  class  of  professional  men  whose 
members  would  be  content  with  the 
professional  outlook  of  the  officers  of  the 
Royal  Marines.  No  other  officers  in  Her 
Majesty's  Service  would  be  content,  or 
ought  to  be  content,  with  the  humiliation 
to  which  the  Royal  Marine  officers  are 
subjected  by  not  being  allowed  to  sit  on 
a  court-martial  in  which  their  own  men 
and  brother-officers  are  put  upon  their 
trial,  and  being  debarred  from  the  prizes 
of  their  own  profession.  I  put  aside  all 
the  trimmings  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's address,  and  maintain  that  when 
his  reply  is  examined  in  a  cold,  scientific 
light,  that  reply  absolutely  crumbles  away. 
I  do  not  think  he  considered  rightly,  or 
read  carefully,  what  has  been  said  by  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Meml)er  for 
Great  Yarmouth.  It  is  very  rarely  that 
any  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  position  and  prospects  of  the  Royal 
Marines  is  ever  heard  in  this  House  ;  but 
by  a  series  of  accidents  and  chances  I  have 
been  able  to  make  myself  familiar  with  what 
is  passing  in  the  minds  of  many  officers  in 
the  Royal  Marine  force ;  and  with  that 
knowledge  in  my  mind  I  could  not  forbeai4 
taking  this  opportunity  of  puttingtheirease 
before  the  Committee.  I  have  the  greatest 
possible  confidence  in  the  goodwill  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  1  am  sure  when 
he  said  he  would  give  a  helping  hand  to  a 
stray  marine  officer,  he  meant  it ;  but  if 
it  is  true  that  the  Navy  cannot  employ 
the  officers  of  the  Royal  Marines ;  if  it  ii 
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hon.  Member  knows  a  man  who  has  risen 
to  the  top  of  his  profession  ;  he  has  seen 
him ;  he  has  talked  with  him,  and  there- 
fore it  is  not  the  fact  that  a  marine 
officer  cannot  rise  to  the  top  of  his  pro- 
fession. It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
people  will  not  enter  a  profession  unless 
they  hope  to  rise  to  the  top.  Does 
the  hon.  Gentlemin  himself  expect 
to  become  the  Leader  of  the  House  t  He 
does  not;  yet  he  stays  in  the 
House,  and  is  an  ornament  to  it. 
We  are  very  proud  of  having  him  here, 
and  at  times  we  listen  to  his  disquisitions 
on  the  eternal  unfitness  of  thingB  with 
some  interest,  and  even  with  some  im- 
patience. Now,  the  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
plains that  the  Royal  Marines  were  not 
landed  in  South  Africa  to  take  nart  in  the 
war ;  but  they  have  been  landed.  And 
of  all  the  troops  engaged  in  the  war  there 
are  none  who  have  so  distinguished  them- 
selves as  the  gallant  corps  of  Royal 
Marines,  which  at  the  battle  of  Graspan 
lost  half  their  number  and  two-think  of 
their  officers  in  storming  the  hill.  H 
there  is  a  grievance  at  all,  it  is  that  thy 
First  Lord  has  not  #ot  tin?  permission  of 
Lord  Methuen  or  Sir  Red  vers  Buller  to 
publish  the  desfKiteh  relating  to  the 
gallant,  action  of  the  murines  at  Graspan, 
and  which  he  has  got  in  his  pocket. 
Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Oh! 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Then  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to 
publish  it?    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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knows  that  he  sent  that  despatch  to  me 
In  confidence,  and  if  he  will  permit  me  I 
will  send  it  to  The  Times  to-morrow. 
That  is  the  only  grievance  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  got.  Surely 
the  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  Her 
Majesty's  Navy  is  composed  of  ships,  and 
that  these  ships  must  be  commanded  by 
naval  officers;  and  if  it  is  necessary  to 
have  marines  on  board,  these  are  only  an 
auxiliary  force,  and  must  l>c  there  under 
the  naval  officers.  But  that  does  not 
make  their  position  intolerable.  A 
marine  officer  is  most  valuable,  but,  like 
Bvery  housemaid,  he  must  be  kept  in  his 
place ;  and  I  am  sure  that  his  place  is 
not  on  the  bridge,  or  on  a  court-martial. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  injustice  is  done 
to  the  marines,  and  there  are  any  amount 
of  gentlemen  who  go  into  the  marine 
service  and  distinguish  themselves.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  anything  like  the 
widespread  dissatisfaction  which  we  are 
always  hearing  of  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man among  the  marine  officers  at  all; 
and  I  think  that  the  First  Lord  has  very 
completely,  perhaps  too  completely, 
answered  the  case,  and  dwelt  too  much 
on  the  great  storm  in  the  teacup  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member.  I  heard  the  protest 
of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
for  Great  Yarmouth,  who  stated  his  case 
with  considerable  ability,  and  I  heard 
that  case  also  set  forth  at  very  con- 
siderable length  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast,  and  I  confess  that  I  am 
unable  to  see  any  real  tangible  grievance 
which  the  marine  officers  have  to  com- 

Elain  of.  I  have  been  on  battleships,  and 
ave  heard  as  much  grumbling  from  the 
naval  officers  as  from  the  marine  officers. 
I  know  that  the  marine  officers  get  better 
treated  at  an  early  age  than  the  naval 
officers;  they  have  not  to  say  their 
prayers  and  do  their  washing  in  public. 
My  belief  is  that  the  marine  officers  have 
fewer  grievances  than  the  naval  officers  ; 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  my  hon. 
friend  does  them  an  ill-service  in  coming 
to  this  House  and  complaining  of  the  un- 
governable tyranny  of  the  First  Lord, 
and  invoking  in  their  name  abstract 
justice,  which  I  believe  to  be  equally  in- 
applicable to  the  marine  officer  as  to  his 
other  professional  brothers. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  think  every 

hon.  member  of  the  Committee  will  say 

that  I  am  entitled  to  a  reply.      I  am 

quite    satisfied    with    the    debate.       I 

am  sure  that  if   anybody  will  take  the 

rouble  to  read  what  has  been  saidto- 
t 


night  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  he 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  had  no 
case,  or  he  would  have  made  better  points 
than  he  did  in  his  reply.  In  the  first 
place,  he  has  put  into  a  subordinate 
position  my  main  contention,  which  is, 
that  in  the  absence  of  any  principle  in  the 
Admiralty  regulations,  the  ship  of  Hoi- 
Majesty's  Navy  are  imperilled  by  th<» 
practice  of  sending  those  of  their  comple- 
ments on  shore  who  can  be  least  spared 
from  the  ships,  and  leaving  al>ounl  those 
who  can  be  best  spared.  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  First  Lord,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  Navy,  would  have 
regarded  that  as  I  have  regarded  it,  as  the 
vital  point  of  the  question.  The  griev- 
ances of  marine  officers  are  not,  in  public 
importance,  to  be  compared  with  that 
broad  fact.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  never  denied  that  the  ships  were  made 
inefficient  by  landing  these  numerous 
naval  officers  and  seamen  instead  of 
marines.  His  case  is  that  there  was  no 
enemy,  or  that  if  there  had  been  an 
enemy,  he  would  have  been  7,000  miles 
off.  Would  he  %  Were  there  not  foreign 
cruisers  in  the  Indian  Ocean  at  the  time,, 
and  in  the  South  Atlantic  1  And  what  use 
would  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Powerful " 
have  been,  with  her  captain  and  her  com- 
bative officers  locked  up  in  Ladysmith  and 
elsewhere,  if  European  complications  had 
arisen,  and  these  foreign  cruisers  had 
swooped  down  on  our  South  African 
ships  ? 


Mr.  GOSCHEN: 
to  look  after  her. 


There  were  plenty 


*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  :  If  that  is  so  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  not  object 
to  give  a  Return  showing  the  comple- 
ment of  the  "Powerful "  and  " Terrible," 
and  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  and 
the  condition  it  was  in  at  different 
dates.  I  cannot  understand  how 
marine  officers  specially  qualified  for 
service  on  shore  were  sent  on  board  ship 
and  young  naval  officers  were  despatched 
to  the  front.  My  right  hon.  friend  says 
that  the  naval  officers  and  seamen  could 
not  stand  being  cooped  up  on  board  ship 
while  their  comrades  went  to  the  front. 
But  have  the  marine  officers  and  men  not 
the  same  feelings  as  the  naval  officers  and 
seamen  ?  Were  the  marine  officers  and 
marines  of  the  "  Terrible  "  not  cooped  up 
in  the  ship  while  their  comrades  went  to 
the  front  ?  I  am  absolutely  and  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  debate,  and  1  conside 
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that  my  case  has  l>eeii  made  out  so 
clearly  to  the  Committee  that  I  will  not 
put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble  to  go 
to  a  division,  and  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY : 
Before  this  Vote  is  taken,  there  is  one  sug- 
gestion which  I  should  like  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  my  light  hon.  friend,  and 
that  is  as  to  an  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  stokers.  It  is  very  satis- 
factory to  note  from  the  statement  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  that  the  increase  in  the 
Navy  which  he  desired  has  practically 
been  made,  but  he  will  not  deny  that 
there  is  a  certain  difficulty  in  getting  a 
sufficient  and  adequate  supply  of  stokers. 
The  stoking  branch  of  the  Navy  is  one  of 
ever  increasing  importance,  especially  by 
reason  of  the  greater  complexity  of  the 
Belleville  boilers.  My  right  hon.  friend 
himself  will  be  the  first  to  admit  that  the 
complexity  of  this  improved  machinery 
requires  considerably  greater  skill  on  the 
part  of  the  stokers,  and  also  greater 
training  to  make  them  efficient.  No 
improvement  in  the  position  of  the 
stokers  in  the  Navy  has  been  made  for  a 
very  considerable  time.  When  blue- 
jackets after  twelve  years  service  re- 
engage, they  receive  an  increase  in  pay 
amounting  to  2d.  per  day.  No  such 
increase  or  any  corresponding  advantage 
is  given  to  stokers,  and  the  suggestion 
that  I  would  make,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Admiralty,  is  that  stokers  should 
have  the  same  advantages  as  blue- 
jackets. They  are  drilled  to  make 
hemselves  useful  on  deck,  and  they  are 
rained  also  to  take  upon  themselves 
in  time  of  need  the  duties  of  bluejackets, 
and  in  every  respect  a  stoker  is  as 
efficient  a  unit  in  a  ship's  company  as  a 
seaman,  and  if  the  same  advantages  were 
given  to  both  it  would  be  an  additional 
attraction  and  would  be  a  very  substantial 
inducement  to  recruits  to  join  this  par- 
ticular class.  There  are  also  considera- 
tions in  connection  with  the  engineers 
which  have  not  yet  been  mentioned,  and 
which  I  think  deserve  the  attention  of  the 
Admiralty.  Formerly  a  chief  engineer 
was  able  to  retire  at  the  age  of  fifty. 
Now  a  man  may  obtain  lucrative  civilian 
employment  at  fifty  years  of  age,  whereas 
he  may  be  quite  unable  to  obtain  it  if  he 
leaves  Her  Majesty's  Service  at  the age^of 
fifty -five.     The  age  of  optional  retirement 
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was  raised  from  fifty  years  to  fifty-five  a 
few  years  ago,  when  difficulties  were  ex- 
perienced in  obtaining  a  sufficient  number 
of  engineers.     The  age  has  since  been  re- 
duced to  fifty-three,  and  I  would  urge  on 
my  right  hon.  friend  the    advantage  of 
further   reducing   it   to  fifty,  because  it 
would  increase  the  flow  of  promotion  and 
would  make  the  service  far  more  attrac- 
tive by  holding  forth  to   engineers  the 
prospect  of  optional  retirement  at  such  an 
age  as  would  enable  them  to  take  lucra- 
tive civilian  employment.     The  last  point 
I  wish  to  mention  is  in  connection  with 
Key  ham  College.     The  officer  in  charge  of 
it  is  usually  one  who  is  al>out  to  retire,  and 
the  position  is  regarded   in    the   service 
as  one  preliminary  to  retirement.  Having 
regard  to  the  importance  of  that  training 
college  for  young  engineers  about  to  enter 
Her  Majesty's  Fleet,  I  do  urge  that  the 
class  of  officer  who  should  l>e  placed  in 
charge  of  it  is  not  a  man  whose  career  of 
active  service  is  about  to  close,  but  a  man 
who  has  the  best  part  of  his  career  before 
him,  who  has  a  future  to  look  forward  to, 
and  who   would   regard   this  important 
educational   appointment  as  a  stepping 
stone  to  even  a  more  important  position 
in   Her  Majesty's  Service.     The  officer 
should  be  of  the  rank  of  post  captain 
rather  than  of  the  rank  of  commander- 
If  this  reform  were    accepted    by  the 
Admiralty  I  think  it  would  do  much  to 
inspirit  the  students  and  impart  to  them 
that  energy  which  is  so  desirable,  haying 
regard  to  the  very  important  positions 
which  they  are  destined  to  fill  in  Her 
Majesty's  Service.     I  hope  these  sugges- 
tions, made  in  a  very  loyal  spirit  to  the 
Admiralty — suggestions    which    do  not 
emanate  solely  from  myself,  but  which 
I  happen  to  know  are  regarded  in  the 
sendee  as    important — will   receive  the 
attention   which,   in  my  opinion,    they 
rightly  deserve. 

Mr.     FENWICK     (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) :   Before  this  Vote  is  taken, 
there  are  one  or  two  matters  which  I  wish 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.      I^ast  year 
I  called  attention  to  the  grievances  of  the 
engine-room  artificers.      I  admit  of  late 
something  has  been  done  to  improve  their 
status,  by  granting  them  the  opportunity 
of  qualifying  as  warrant  officers,  but  the 
number  is  still  very  small,  and  the  oppor 
tunities  of  promotion  open  to  these  very 
efficient  men  are  very  few  indeed.  Under 
the  regulations,  as  they  now  stand,  a  man 
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must  be  thirty -five  years  of  age  and  have 
eleven  years  confirmed  service  before  he 
is  entitled  to  qualify  for  the  post  of* 
warrant  officer.  I  take  it  that  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  Admiralty  to  attract  young 
men  to  this  very  important  branch  of  the 
Navy.  Suppose  a  young  man  enters  this 
particular  branch  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  may  have  thirteen  years  con- 
firmed service,  but  not  having  reached 
thirty-five,  he  is  unable,  under  the  regu- 
lations, to  qualify  for  the  position  of 
warrant  officer;  whereas  another  man, 
who  enters  the  service  three  vears  later 
and  is  older,  is  entitled  to  qualify  for  the 
position  of  warrant  officer  after  eleven 
years  service.  This  constitutes  a  very 
serious  grievance  among  the  engine-room 
artificers  in  the  service,  and  I  think  that 
it  is  a  very  reasonable  request  on  their 
part  that  any  man,  irrespective  of  ago, 
who  has  ten  years  confirmed  service  to 
his  credit,  should  be  entitled  to  qualify 
for  the  position  of  warrant  officer.  I  hope 
something  in  this  direction  will  be 
done,  in  order  to  satisfy  a  very  intelli- 
gent part  of  the  service.  Another  thing 
they  are  justly  entitled  to  claim  is  that 
better  mess  accommodation  should  be 
provided  for  them.  I  had  an  opportunity 
recently  of  going  over  some  of  the  vessels 
in  the  Navy,  and  certainly  the  room  in 
which  these  men  met  for  mess  was  not  fit 
for  any  human  being.  It  was  an  open 
box  like  a  horse-box,  with  a  cbal-shute 
running  down  the  centre,  and  when  coal 
was  being  taken  in,  tables  had  to  be 
removed  and  the  coal  shot  down  through 
the  centre  of  the  very  place  where  the 
men  had  to  take  their  food.  It  is  un- 
reasonable to  expect  that  men  in  the 
position  of  engine-room  artificers  should 
have  to  put  up  with  such  a  condition  of 
things  as  that.  I  hope  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  will  be  able  to  see  his  way 
bo  give  attention  to  these  two  grievances. 
Again,  I  am  sure  that  the  engine-room 
artificers  who  are  entitled  to  leave  the 
service  would,  if  inducements  were  offered 
to  them,  gladly  continue  in  it.  No  doubt 
there  is  great  difficulty  in  getting  men  of 
such  experience  and  ability  as  those  men 
have,  and  it  would  be  well  if  some  slight 
inducement  was  offered  to  them  to  con- 
tinue in  the  service.  I  hope  we  shall 
have  a  reply  on  these  matters. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  The  statement  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  set  forth 
that  recruiting  generally  was  very  satis- 
factory, and  that  he  expected  that  the 
total  number  would  be  probably  reached 
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by  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  I 
would  wish  to  know  how  the  scheme  in- 
troduced last  year,  whereby  apprentices 
were  entered  to  bo  specially  trained  for 
naval  shipwrights,  is  working.  Last  year 
150  entries  were  provided  for,  and  this 
year  it  is  contemplated  entering  320  more. 
I  have  searched  the  Estimates  very  care- 
fully to  endeavour  to  find  out  how  many 
of  the  150  asked  for  last  year  have  been 
secured,  and  I  must  confess,  owing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  matter  is  set-out,  it  is 
'  very  difficult  to  find  out  the  exact  num- 
1  ber.  Personally,  I  do  not  think  that 
1  more  than  twenty  were  secured,  but  per- 
haps the  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  us 
the  exact  figure,  and  then  we  could  form 
an  idea  of  the  possibility  of  securing  320 
more.  I  note  that  some  concession  is  to 
be  made  to  that  very  deserving  class,  the 
naval  domestics,  though  no  details  are 
given.  I  feel  bound  to  bring  up  again 
the  question  of  chief  petty  officers'  pen- 
sions. This  question  was  pressed  very 
strongly  by  Lord  Charles  Beresford,  who 
spoke,  of  course,  with  great  authority  on 
it,  and  I  think  an  undertaking  was  given 
that  the  matter  would  be  considered. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  It  was  considered. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  I  know  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he  will  con- 
sider a  question  he  really  means  that  he 
will  consider  it,  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  decision  has  been  come  to. 
I  desire  to  associate  myself  with  the 
appeal  which  has  been  made  with  regard 
to  the  stokers.  Not  only  are  they  the 
worst  paid,  but  they  are  the  hardest 
worked.  They  do  not  get  the  concessions 
which  seamen  get  on  re-engaging,  nor  do 
they  get  the  progressive  pay  of  the  sea- 
men's branch.  I  think  the  time  has  come 
when  all  these  matters  might  be  con- 
sidered. I  should  also  like  to  know, 
without  going  into  any  detail,  whether  a 
decision  has  been  come  to  as  to  giving 
warrant  officers  improved  fleet  rank. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY :  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  re-engagement  of 
stokers,  there  is  nothing  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  to  induce  the  Ad- 
miralty to  depart  from  the  decision  which 
was  communicated  to  the  House  on  a 
previous  occasion.  As  to  the  desirability 
of  the  earlier  retirement  of  engineer  offi- 
cers, I  quite  agree  with  my  hon.  friend 
that  it  might  he  desirable  from  the  per 
sonal  point  of  view  of  the  engineer  offi- 
cers in  order  to  secure  for  themselves 
positions  in   civil    Hfe,  but  at  the  same 


1507 


Jiljom'mnent  of 


{COMMONS} 


ihe  Ho 


150* 


time     we       have       to       consider      the 
absolute      requirements      of     the      ser- 
vice,      and       I       am       afraid      it      is 
at  present  impossible  to  hold  out  any  hope 
that    the   Admiralty    can  assent  to  an 
earlier  retirement,  though  I  am  sure  the 
question  is  not  absent  from  the  minds  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  that  they  would  be 
disposed  to  look  upon  it  in  a  more  favour- 
able  light   if    an  opportunity   occurred. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  head  of  Keyhaiu 
College  1  am  not  prewired  to  contradict 
my  hon.  friend  in  his  general  proposition, 
but  1  do  not  think  it  applies  in  all  cases. 
I  think  in  one  or  two  instances  officers 
have  proceeded  from  Keyham  College  to 
other  important  positions.     Lean  assure 
my  hon.  friend  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
Admiralty  to  secure  for  Keyham  College 
a  naval  officer  in  whom  the  utmost  reli-  ! 
ance  can  be  placed,  and  who  is  fully 
qualified  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  the  I 
position.  With  regard  t6  the  engine-room 
artificers  I  regret  I  cannot  hold  out  any 
hope  of  the  Admiralty  making  any  altera- 
tions as  to  the  conditions  attaching  to 
their  promotion.      The  artificers   them- 
selves consider  this  to  be  a  grievance ;  I 
suppose  almost  every  officer  in  the  service 
considers  what  he  desires  should  be  con- 
ceded, and  is  not  conceded,  is  a  grievance, 
but  we  have  to  consider  the  interests  of 
the  service,  and  I  am  unable  to  hold  out 
any  hope  that  there  will  be  a  readjust- 
ment.   With  regard  to  the  mess  accommo- 
dation of  the  engine-room  artificers  I  do  not 
think  it  is  as  bad  as  has  been  described  by 
the  hon.  Member  opposite.  In  some  cases  all 
ranks  of  officers  have  bad  accommodation. 
In  the  newest  battleships  the  most  dis- 
agreeable accommodation  is  that  of  the 
flag  captain,  and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  when  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
is  coaling  there  is  not  a  single  person  on 
board  who  is  not  inconvenienced  by  it. 
All  these  questions  are  constantly  present 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  in  every 
possible  way  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  every   class  of  officers  and  men   are 
attended  to.  With  regard  to  the  Question 
of  the  apprentices,  I  am  not  able  at  the 
present  moment  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
the  actual  number,  but  I  may  tell  him 
there  were  more  candidates  than  vacancies, 
and  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  scheme 
has  been  a  thorough  success. 

MR.  KEARLEY  :  I  wish  to  know  what 
the  exact  figures  are. 

•Mr.   MACARTNEY:    They   are    not 
included  in  this  Vote. 
Mr.  Macartney. 


i      Mil.  KEARLEY  :  I  am  sorry  to  intcr- 
I  rupt  the  hon.    Member,   but    they  are 
included  in  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  in 
i  the  statement  of  the  First  Lord. 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  I  will  give  the 

hon.  Member  on  Report  the  exact  figures, 

which  I  regret  I  do  not  now  recollect,  but 

I  believe  that  the  scheme  has  been  a  success. 

Sovoral    important    reforms     have  liecn 

introduced  with  regard  to  naval  domestics. 

Their   pay   has  been  increased  and  they 

are  allowed  to  remain  on  the  lx>oks  of  the 

■  department  for  three  months  after  the 

I  ship  ris  paid  off,  which  gives   them  the 

I  advantage  of  almost  continuous  service. 

i  Mr.  KEARLEY :  I  should  like  a  reply 
j  as  to  the  warrant  officers  and  chief  petty 
J  officers.     There  is  no  time  to-night,  wit  I 

hope  the  Leader  of  the  House  will  gi\e 

us  half  an  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  finish  matters  in  half  an 
hour  I  will  not  resist. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  wish  to 
speak  also,  and  I  now  beg  to  move  to 
report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  shall  not 
resist,  but  I  hope  we  may  get  the  Vote  in 
reasonable  time. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  question  again  proposed  :— 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Ques- 
tion, "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  pro- 
gress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  "— (iff. 
Gibson  Bowles) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  progress;  to  at 
again  to-morrow. 


NEW  BILL. 

BOILERS  REGISTRATION  AND  INSPEC- 
TION  (NO.  3). 
Bill  for  the  Registration  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Boilers,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Provand,  and  Mr.  mlliam 
Abraham,  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton,  Mr. 
Caldwell,  and  Mr.  Langley. 

BOILERS  REGISTRATION  AND  INSPEC- 
TION (NO.  3)  BILL. 

"  For  the  Registration  and  Inspection 
of  Boilers,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  107.] 

Adjourned  at  five  minute* tft* 
Twelve  of  the  dock. 


Friday,  2nd  March,  1900. 


EARL  OF  DESART. 

t  made  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
lat  the  right  of  Hamilton  John 
esham  Cuffe,  Earl  of  Desart,  to 
the  elections  of  Representative 
r  Ireland  has  l>eeu  established  to 
faction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
d  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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0USE       OF       LORDS.  SHEFFIELD  DISTRICT  RAILWAY  BILL 

[h.l.]. 

WIRRALL    RAILWAY     BILL    [h.l.]. 

GREAT  BERKHAMPSTEAD  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Committed  ;  the  Committees  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

SOUTH-EASTERN    RAILWAY    BILL 

[ILL.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  Order). 

NATIONAL    MARKETS    AND    STORES 
AND  WORKSHOPS    BILL   [H.L.]. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  informed  the 
House  that  the  promoters  do  not  intend 
to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill.  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  dis- 
charged. Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not 
further  proceeded  with. 

BIRMINGHAM    UNIVERSITY    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

DUBLIN,  WICKLOW,    AND  WEXFORD 
RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  Order). 


IV ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
ise  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
g  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

i-Eastern  Railway  [h.l.]. 

«tone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tram- 
ids  [h.l.]. 

o  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
g  Orders  applicable  to  the 
ig  Bill   have   not   been   complied 

kirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmell- 
^on     Railways      (Alianrlonment) 

L.]. 

same  were  ordered  to  lie  on   the 


:MOND  (G.  H.)  COMPANY  BILL 

[ILL.]. 

jnted ;   read  ln :    and   referred  to 
uniners. 

BARREL     PROOF    ACT,     18G8, 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [ill. J. 

nitted. 

[SH  WIDOWS'  FUND   AND  LIFE 
JRANCE  SOCIETY  BILL  [ill.]. 

nitted  for  Tuesday  next. 

-  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
PHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAILWAYS 
[h.l.]. 

)RT    (MONMOUTHSHIRE)     GAS 
BILL    [h.l.]. 

STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL    [h.l.]. 

.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ARMY  (ESTIMATE). 

Approximate  Estimate  of  Expenditure 
under  the  Barracks  Act  of  1890,  and 
Military  Works  Acts  of  1897  and  1899. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


House  adjourned  at  half-past  Four 
of  the  clock,  to  Monday  next,  a 
quarter  before  Eleven  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  2nd  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following  Bill, 
the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  com- 
plied with,  namely : — 

Llandrindod  Wells  Water  Bill 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 
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BAKKK   STREET   AND   WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

GLASTONBURY  AND  STREET  GAS 
BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


SOUTH  LANCASHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

[Skcond  Reading.  ] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
*'Tnat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  As  the 
points  I  desire  to  raise  can  be  best  con- 
sidered when  the  Bill  has  been  read  a 
second  time,  and  when  I  come  to  move 
the  Instruction  standing  in  my  name, 
I  will  not,  therefore,  move  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

*Mr.  LOUGH  said  he  did  not  desire  to 
take  any  objection  to  the  main  object  of 
this  Bill,  but  he  wanted  to  secure  some 
improvement  in  one  fundamental  clause. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  promote  the 
construction  of  no  fewer  than  twenty- 
eight  tramways  in  South  Lancashire, 
thereby  practically  joining  up  the  tram- 
way lines  between  Liverpool  and  Man- 
chester. He  did  not  object  to  the  scheme, 
and,  indeed,  he  was  in  favour  of  these 
undertakings,  but  the  clause  which 
it  had  been  the  practice  to  insert 
in  all  these  Bills  since  1869 
with  regard  to  cheap  fares  for  the 
working  classes  is  somewhat  altered  in 
this  Bill  and  did  not  give  all  the  usual 
facilities.  Since  1869,  when  the  clause 
was  originally  drafted,  the  conditions  of 
traction  had  greatly  changed,  and  he 
thought  that  much  greater,  and  not  less, 
facilities  might  now  be  given  to  the 
labouring  classes.  The  1869  clause  pro- 
vided that  at  least  two  cars  should  lie  run 
daily  each  way  for  the  l>enefit  of  the 
working  classes.  This  Bill  only  proposed 
that  one  car  should  be  run.  What  he 
wanted  to  secure  by  his  Instruction  was 
that  the  faults  of  the  clause  of  1869 
should  be  put  right.  One  of  those  faults 
was  that  the  maximum  price  charged  was 


too  high.  Then  there  was  a  limit  imposed 
in  the  clause  that  no  fare  of  less  than  one 
penny  should  be  allowed.  On  almost 
every  tramway — especially  in  London  and 
Glasgow — halfpenny  fares  were  now 
charged,  and  if  the  clause  were  inserted 
in  its  present  form  it  would  not  only  do 
the  working  classes  no  good,  but  it  might 
prevent  the  owners  of  tramways  from 
giving  facilities  which  they  might  think 
were  desirable.  But  the  greatest  objection 
of  all  to  the  clause  was  that  there  was  no 

1  means  of  enforcing  it.  For  these  reasons 
he   moved    the   Instruction,     which,  he 

:  understood,  would  be  favourably  enter- 
tained by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill. 
He  commended  it  to  their  considera- 
tion, and  also  to  that  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  had 
done   so  much   useful  work  in  securing 

!  for  railway  companies  improved  facilities 
for  working-men's  trains.  He  trusted 
the  Board  of  Trade  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  making  represen- 
tations before  the  Committee  to  which 
the  Bill  was  sent,  with  a  view  to  the  fram- 
ing of  a  clause  which  would  secure  these 
much-desired  facilities.  He  begged  to 
move  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  it  is  de- 
sirable that  penalties   should  be  inserted 

:  in  Clause  56  of  the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for 
the  labouring  classes),  to  secure  com- 
pliance with  the  objects  of  the  clause, 
and    whether    the     clause     should   be   ; 

,  amended  in    respect    of    the    maximum    ; 
fare  charged,  the   sufficiency  in   number,   ; 
and  the  hours  at  which  the  cars  shall  he 
run.'' 

!    *Mk.     SCHWANN    (Manchester,  X.) 
congratulated  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
not    opposing     this    Instruction.      The 
:  measure   certainly  did  not  comply  with 
I  the  demands  which  for  some  years  psst 
I  had  been  successfully   made  upon  tram- 
way undertakings.     All  were  agreed  tint 
there    should   be    at    least    two    trams 
•  run  morning  and  evening  for  the  benefit 
I  of  the  working  classes,  in  order  to  enable 
'  them  to  live  outside  the  towns  and  cities, 
I  and  away  from  the  contaminations  insepa- 
|  rable   from    town    life.     This  Bill  only 
offered   one !     In  other  Bilk  before  the 
House    that    day    the    promoters  had, 
of    their    own    motion,    extended  their 
systems  of  cheap  trams  by  running  them 
up  till  8  a.m.  and  after  5  p.m.,  instead 
of  7  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  as  offered,  and  he 
thought  similar  benefits  might  be  included 
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in  this  BilL    It  must  be  remembered  that ' 
trams  possessed  a  certain  amount  of  mono- 
poly in  regard  to  street  traffic,  and  in  re- 
turn the  interests,  therefore,  of  the  working 
classes  and  the  poorer  classes  of  the  com-  \ 
inanity  should  be  carefully  guarded.     He  i 
would  like  to  see  a  reduction  of  fares  to  > 
Jd.  per  mile,  which   he   believed  would 
illow  an   adequate   return   to  the   com- ' 
pany,  but  no  fare  to  be  less  than  id.  ; 
ind  he  was  further  desirous  that  uniform 
Fares  should  prevail  throughout  the  com- 
bined  tram   systems.      He  regretted   to  , 
notice  the  absence  of  a  penalty  clause  in  ■ 
regard  to  these  matters.     Such  a  clause,  • 
in  his  opinion,  was  absolutely  necessary,  > 
For  it  would  not  do  to  tmst  entirely  to  : 
the     Christian   feelings   of    shareholders 
and  directors.     He  was  glad  to  think  the 
President   of  the   Board  of  Trade  sym- 
pathised with  the  endeavour   to    secure. 
cheap  tram  fares  for  working  men. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  l>e  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  it  is  desirable 
that  penalties  should  be  inserted  in  Clause 
56  of  the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for  the  labour- 
ing classes)  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
objects  of  the  clause  ;  and  whether  the 
clause  should  be  amended  in  respect  of 
ihe  maximum  fare  charged,  the  sufficiency 
n  number,  and  the  hours  at  which  the 
jars  shall  be  run.  —  (Mr.  Lough.) 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  When 
/he  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  first  put  the 
[us traction  down  it  was  in  a  somewhat 
iifferent  form.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  Instruc- 
tion to  the  Committee  to  insert  a  parti- 
cular clause,  and  I  intimated  that  I 
could  not  support  it,  as  I  did  not  think 
it  right  for  the  House  to  give  such 
an  instruction.  The  Committee  ought 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
evidence  for  and  against,  and  of  judging 
for  themselves.  But  in  the  form  in  which 
it  now  appears  on  the  Paper  I  see  no 
difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  also 
see  no  objection  to  it.  The  Committee 
■nil  now  have  complete  power  to  deal  i 
with  the  clause,  and  to  adopt  it  either  as  | 
it  stands  or  with  such  modifications  as  : 
they  may,  after  hearing  evidence,  think  : 
desirable.  There  is  no  doubt  that  since 
the  model  clause  was  drawn  up,  thirty 
years  ago,  the  condition  of  things  has 
changed  very  greatly,  and  much  greater  , 


interest  is  taken  in  the  accommodation 
for  working  men  going  to  and  from  their 
work.  Great  strides  have  been  made  in 
this  matter  in  connection  with  railways, 
and  greater  strides  will,  I  hope,  be  made 
in  the  future.  It  is  only  right  now  that 
the  Committee  should  consider  whether 
the  facilities  given  for  this  purpose  in  the 
model  tramway  clause  are  sufficient  for 
the  present  demands,  and  if  they  think, 
as  probably  they  will,  that  some  modifica- 
tion of  the  clause  is  desirable,  they  will 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  it.  Any 
assistance  the  Board  of  Trade  can  give  in 
reference  to  this  matter  would  be  given, 
and  I  hope  the  result  will  be  satisfactory 
to  those  who  are  desirous  of  increasing 
these  facilities,  and  will  not  be  to  the 
injury  of  the  promoters. 

Sir  J.  A.  WILLOX  (Liverpool,  Ever- 
ton)  said  he  desired  to  explain  that,  in 
the  particular  circumstances  of  this  Bill, 
the  promoters  did  not  think  the  ordinary 
scale  of  charges  was  altogether  applicable, 
because  the  lines  ran  through  country 
districts.  However,  the  promoters  had 
perfect  confidence  in  being  able  to  explain 
their  position  before  the  Committee.  While 
they  were  willing  to  give  reasonable 
facilities  to  the  working  men,  they  felt 
sure  that  Parliament  would  not  impose 
upon  them  any  unfair  or  unreasonable 
conditions.  The  system  contemplated  by 
the  measure  was  one  for  connecting  a 
large  number  of  comparatively  small 
towns,  with  considerable  intervals  of 
country  between  them,  and  consequently 
it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  for 
the  general  traffic  if,  as  had  been  pro- 
posed, there  should  be  workmen's  trams 
run  morning,  noon,  and  evening,  at  rates 
that  would  be,  probably,  of  an  unrerau- 
nerative  nature,  under  the  circumstances. 
But  he  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
company  promoting  this  measure  had 
been,  in  his  judgment  at  any  rate,  excep- 
tionally liberal  in  dealing  with  this 
matter,  because  they  had  fixed  their 
maximum  fares  for  all  passengers  at 
one  penny  per  mile,  while,  lor  the 
working  classes,  morning  and  evening, 
they  undertook  to  run  a  tram  service 
at  one  halfpenny  per  mile.  Then,  as 
regarded  the  question  of  penalty,  there 
was  a  clause  in  the  Bill  giving  the  Board 
of  Trade  power  to  inflict  penalties  if  a 
reasonable  service  was  not  maintained,  so 
that  to  a  certain  extent  the  aims  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  Instruction  were  met.    The 
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company  hoped  to  be  able  to  show  by 
evidence  before  the  Committee  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  were  reasonable  and 
adequate.  They  did  not  desire  to 
impose  any  restrictions  or  interpose  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  the  working  classes 
having  a  cheap  and  ready  access  between 
their  working  places  and  their  dwelling 
houses.  In  regard  to  that  matter,  the 
measure  had  received  the  support  practi- 
cally of  the  whole  of  the  local  authorities 
in  the  districts  through  which  the  tram- 
ways proposed  to  run,  and  he  thought  they 
might  be  sure  that  those  local  authorities 
had  looked  at  the  proposals  of  the  Bill 
with  careful  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  community.  The  wish  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  measure  was  to  afford  the 
most  ample  facilities  for  traffic,  feeling 
assured  that  that  was  the  best  way,  not 
only  to  satisfy  the  community  but  to 
serve  their  own  interests.  In  that  spirit 
he  was  authorised  to  say  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  readily  accepted  the  Instruction, 
conscious  that  the  decision  come  to  by  the 
Committee  would  be  fair,  and  equally  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  the  shareholders 
of  the  company. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

AIKDRIE    AND     COATBRIDGE    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

[Second  Reading.] 
Bill  read  second  time,  and  committed. 

*Mr.  LOUGH  said  the  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  which  he  had  to  move  in 
reference  to  this  Bill  was  in  a  somewhat 
different   form   to   the  one   which   dealt . 
with  the  South  Lancashire  trams,  but  that  \ 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  in  this  case  the 
promoters   had   made     satisfactory    pro- 
visions as  to  the  hours  during  which  work-  j 
ing-class  trams  should  be  run. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  | 
That   it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 1 
mittee  to  inquire  whether  it  is  desirable  i 
that    penalties    should    be    inserted     in 
Clause   51    of  the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for 
labouring   classes)  to  secure    compliance 
with    the    objects   of    the    clause ;    and 
whether    the  clause  should  be   amended 
in  respect  of  the  maximum  fare  charged 
and  the  sufficiency  in  number  of  the  cars. 
— (Mr.  Lough.) 

♦Mr.      JOHN       WILSON      (Falkirk 
Burghs)  said  this  Bill  was  very  anxiously 
Sir  J.  A.  IFilhx. 


desired  by  the  people  of  Airdrie,  and  wan 
[  supported  by  the  corporation,  which  had 
i  carefully    examined   the   clauses  in  the 
1  public   interest,  and  had  secured  certain 
!  concessions  as  to  hours,  etc.    They  were 
now  satisfied  with  the  clause  as  it  stood, 
!  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  House  would 
;  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  this  parti- 
cular    Instruction    to     the     Committee. 
Although  the  promoters   would  not  like 
to  formally  oppose  it,  he  did  hope  the  hon. 
Member  for  Islington  would  not  press  it 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


! TAUNTON 


CORPORATION 
ORDER). 


BILL    (BV 


[Second  R  kadi  no.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That   the  Bill  be  now  read  a   second 
•  time." 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somerset,  S.)  aid 
he  would  only  formally  move  the  rejection 
of  this  Bill.  He  would  not  have  opposed 
it  at  all  had  it  not  been  for  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Government  in  regard  to 
his  Instruction.  He  did  not  understood 
why  the  Government  desired  to  oppo* 
the  Instruction,  especially  as  it  had  been 
agreed  to  by  his  hon.  friends  the  Member 
for  Taunton  and  the  Member  for  the 
Wellington  Division  of  Somerset,  two  of 
the  backers  of  the  Bill.  He  might  also  state 
that  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  the 
town  clerk  of  Taunton  approving  of  it. 
Although  the  Instruction  appeared  on  the 
Paper  for  the  first  time  that  day,  it  w» 
by  no  means  a  new  one,  for  it  had 
appeared  in  another  form  for  some  d*v* 
on  the  Paper.  He  begged  formally  to 
move  that  the  Bill  l>e  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  •  now/  and  at  tbe 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  'vpoa 
this  day  six  months.'" — (Mr.  Strachty.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W- 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  The  reason  for  my 
opposition  is  this.  The  clause,  a*  it 
stands  in  the  Bill,  represents  an  arrange- 
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nient    assented  to   by  the   Chamber   of 
Agriculture  and  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Association  with  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Local  Government  Board 
last  session,  and  in  that  form  the  clause 
wras  inserted  in  a  great  number  of  Bills. 
The  clause  embodied  in  the  Instruction  , 
)f  my  hon.  friend  was  rejected  by  the  \ 
Police  and  Sanitary  Committee  last  session,  " 
>ut   subsequently  inserted  in  the   Leeds  • 
Bill  in  another  place.     I  desire  this  Bill  ' 
o  be  read  a  second  time,  but  I  wish  to 
lave  a  further  opportunity  of  considering 
he  Instruction  before  I  consent  to  the  up- 
setting of  the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the  ! 
rarious  bodies  I  have  named  last  session.  ' 
'  do  not  say  that  I  intend  to  oppose  it,  but 
'.  do  think  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
nittee  should  have  some  opportunity  of  ! 
:onsidering  it,  and  therefore  I  shall  hope  j 
o  further  deal  with  the  Instruction  when  ■ 
t  is  proposed  later  on.  I 

i 
Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton^   said  he  \ 
[uite    concurred    with   what  had  fallen 
rom  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  hoped 
here  would  be  no  objection  raised  to  the 
wssing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  thereupon  asked 
save  to  withdraw  his  Amendment,  but 
entured  to  remind  the  Secretary  to  the 
joc&l  Government  Board  that  he  was 
uite  mistaken  in  thinking  that  the 
ompromise  of  last  year  was  intended  to 
pply  to  future  Bills.  It  was  merely  a 
ompromise  with  regard  to  the  Bills  of 
Etst  session. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  provide  in  Part  III.  of  the 
till  that  the  powers  of  the  Corporation 
md  their  officers  to  inspect  cows  and 
lairies  outside  the  Borough  be  not  exer- 
cised without  the  previous  order  of  two 
Justices  sitting  in  Petty  Sessions,  and 
having  jurisdiction  in  the  district  wherein 
Ae  dairy  is  situate,  and  that  such  order 
be  not  made  unless  the  said  Justices  are 
satisfied  that  the  local  authority  of  the 
said  district  has  not  already  dealt  with 
the  case." — (Mr.  Strachey.) 

Debate  arising, 

Debate  adjourned  till  Tuesday. 


LLANDRINDOD    WELLS    WATER. 
Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

LONDON      AND      SOUTH      WESTERN 
RAILWAY    RILL. 

Petition  for  additional  Provision  ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


CYPRUS  (LOCUST  DESTRUCTION  FUND 
PART  APPROPRIATION   LAW,  1888). 

Petition  from  Larnaca,  for  redress  of 
grievances  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Aberavon ; 
and  Rochester ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Wortley  and 
Farnley;  Birley;  Clayton  West;  Dod- 
worth ;  Barrow  ;  Old  Silkstone ;  Bretby ; 
Granville;  Donisthorpe ;  Hall;  Church 
Gresley ;  Aldwarke ;  and  Naclen  Col- 
lieries ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING    OF    WOODLANDS. 

Petition  from  Neath,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
I  SUNDAY  BILL. 

j      Petitions  in  favour,    from   Northfleet, 
and  Gravesend  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Luffenham, 
Sheffield,  South  Hiendley,  Abergavenny, 
and  Blackpool ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Grantown,  in  favour  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 
Petition  from  Saddleworth,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

ARMY  (MILITARY  WORKS). 
Copy  presented,  of  Approximate  Esti- 
mate of  Expenditure  under  the  Barracks 
Act,  1890,  and  Military  Works  Acts, 
1897  and  1899  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN     WAR— TRANSPORT 
—THE  EIGHTH  DIVISION. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  is  causing  the 
delay  in  providing  transports  to  convey 
the  Eighth  Division  to  South  Africa.  In 
putting  the  question,  may  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  the  discrep- 
ancy between  previous  statements  made 
by  the  First  Lord  and  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  upon  the  subject  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschkn,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  There  was  no  discrep- 
ancy whatever.  The  Under  Secretary  for 
War  said  the  troops  would  go  as  soon  as 
possible.  That  remains  the  fact  now  as 
then.  The  interpretation  put  upon  that 
answer  was  that  the  troops  are  waiting 
for  transports.  That  is  not  the  case.  A 
requisition  came  a  few  days  ago  and 
arrangements  were  at  once  made  with  the 
War  Office. 


Castle."  I  must  therefore  apologise  to  my 
right  hon.  friend  for  making  a  statement 
on  the  subject  yesterday  which  was  not 
correct.  No  beef  of  that  date  was  Blip- 
plied  to  any  other  transport  from  which 
complaints  have  been  received.  I  made 
inquiries  on  that  point  by  telegraph 
yesterday.  The  complaint  that  the  beef 
was  hard  as  regards  the  "  Kildonan 
Castle  "  did  not  come  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  "  Kildonan  Castle." 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  Did  com- 
plaints come  from  the  "  Englishman  "  ? 

Mr.   MACARTNEY:  I  will    tell  my 
right  hon.  friend  after  inquiry. 

MILITIA    KE-ENLISTMBN  T  BOUNTIES. 
Mr.    WARNER   (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
!  of  State  for  War  if  the  £22  offered  to  old 
,  soldiers  to  serve  for  one  year  at  home  » 
offered   also  to  old  soldiers  now  in  the 
<  Militia ;  and,  if  so,  if  those   old  soldiers 
in  the  Militia  now  serving  in  South  Africa 
will  be  able  to  get  the  £22  by  joining  the 
RegiUar  Army. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
|the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Poweu. 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.,  for  Mr. 
Wyndham) :  The  bounty  is  not  offered 
to  old  soldiers  now  serving  in  the  Militia* 
whether  at  home  or  abroad. 


Mr.  WARNER : 
cause  of  the  delay  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN 

taking  the  decision 
out. 


What,  then,  was  the 

:    The   delay    was  in 
to  send  the   Division 


!  IMPKRIAL    YEOMANRY— TREATMENT 
!  AT  COLCHESTER  CAMP. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
I  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

War  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
j  to  the  fact  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  51st 

Company  of  Imperial  Yeomanry  at  Col- 
I  Chester  Camp  on  22nd  February,  no 
\  quarters  or  accommodation  were  readr 
j  for  them ;  and  that,  after  waiting  for 
I  some  hours,  they  had  to  provide  food  it 

their  own  expense,  and  sleep  on  the  floor 


TRANSPORT— SALT  BEEF  RATIONS. 
Sir     JAMES     FERGUSSON     (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether,  on  inquiry  he  ,  ^t^artmery  Wrecks TrTiThe"^ 

^n°ol"d  °?    r  °f  *&  lHf  mark^  I  bouses  of  the  neighbourhood. 

"1893"  were,    m   fact,  shipped   for  the 

rations  of  troops  going  to  South  Africa, 

and  so  giving  ground  for  the  complaint 


that  the  beef  was  hard  and  over  salted. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
1,842  lb.  of  beef  of  the  date  "  1893  "  have 
l>een     returned     from     the    "  Kildonan 


♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  No,  Sir.  The  facte 
are  not  at  all  as  suggested  in  the 
question.  The  company  arrived  at  Col- 
chester on  the  16th  February,  and  not 
the  22nd,  as  stated.  In  consequence  of 
the  miscarriage  of  a  telegram  the  514 
Company  arrived  without  having  sent  in 
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idvancc  to  secure  billets.      The  staff  at ' 
Jolehester  made  every  effort  to  house  the  ' 
men,  and  billets  could  have  been  ready 
for  them  by  8  p.m.,  but  they  preferred  to 
deep  in  barracks,  where  every  man  had  a  ' 
bedstead  and  three  or  four  blankets,  with 
i  lire  in  each  room.     The  men  were  pro-  \ 
rided    with    money   in   lieu   of    rations, 
which  they  were  in  the  habit  of  finding  , 
;or  themselves.     The  officer  commanding 
,he   company  thanked   the   staff  at  Col- 
chester for  the  arrangements  made  for  his 
men  at  such  short  notice. 


ROYAL  VICTORIA  HOSPITAL,  NETLEY  | 
-MEDICAL  CORPS-HOURS  OF  DUTY.    ; 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) :  i 
I  !>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  seeing  that  non-commis-  j 
sioned  officers  and  men  of  the  Royal  Army  ' 
Medical  Corps  are  on  duty  for  long  hours  I 
in  attendance  upon  sick  and  wounded  at  j 
the   Royal   Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  organising  i 
a  special  staff    of   night   orderlies,    who  . 
would  he  excused  day  duty,  as  in  all  large  \ 
civil  hospitals,  in  order  that  the  sick  or 
wounded  soldier  may  be  at  least  as  well 
attended  to  as  the  civilian  patient.  | 

♦Mil.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for; 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  question  has  been  i 
very  carefully  considered,  and  in  view  of  \ 
the  number  of  experienced  men  of  the  | 
Medical  Staff  Corps  who  have  applied  to  i 
re-enlist  and  by  whose  help  the  pressure  ; 
will  l>e  greatly  diminished,  it  is  not  j 
thought  expedient  to  form  the  special ; 
staff  suggested. 

METROPOLITAN     POLICE-  j 

EX-SOLDIERS    AND    THE    RESERVE.    I 

♦Captain  NORTON  :  I  bee  to  ask  the  j 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart-  ! 
aient  if  ne  can  state  whether  ex-soldiers  ! 
in  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  will  be  | 
permitted  to  join  the  Reserve  battalions  | 
ibout  to  1)0  formed  under  the  same  condi- 
tions as  other  ex-soldiers ;  and  whether  j 
they  will  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  | 
police  duties  at  the  expiration  of  the  ' 
twelve  months,  without  detriment  as ! 
regards  pay,  promotion,  and  pension.  ' 

♦The  SECRETARY  of   STATE    for  | 
the    HOME    DEPARTMENT  (Sir    M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
A  metropolitan  police  constable  could  not 
as  the  law  stands  join  the  Reserve  batta- 


lions without  ceasing  to  be  a  member  of 
the  force.  Very  heavy  demands  have 
been  made  on  the  strength  of  the  force 
by  the  calling  out  of  the  Reservists.  In 
my  opinion  its  maintenance  in  sufficient 
strength  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  public,  and  I  am,  therefore,  not  dis- 
posed to  recommend  any  change  in  the 
law. 


INFANTRY    OFFICERS-CONDITIONS 
OF    REJOINING. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (Warwick  and 
Leamington) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  an 
infantry  officer,  who  resigned  his  commis- 
sion without  retired  pay  or  gratuity,  but 
afterwards  voluntarily  joined  the  Reserve 
of  Officers,  and  in  the  present  emergency 
is  permitted  to  rejoin  the  service  at  his 
depot,  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  his 
rank  in  his  regiment,  will  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  service  until  he  be  com- 
pulsorily  retired  in  the  usual  course,  as 
if  he  were  serving  under  his  original  com- 
mission. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL -WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Retired  officers  are  for 
the  present  only  being  employed  tempo 
rarily.  Whether  any  of  them  will  be 
permanently  retained  must  depend  on 
the  course  of  events.  No  definite  state 
ment  can  be  made  now. 


RIFLE  RANGES-SHREWSBURY  RACE- 
COURSE. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  taken  steps  to  acquire 
Shrewsbury  racecourse  or  adjacent  land 
for  military  purposes,  or  for  the  purposes 
of  rifle  ranges ;  and  whether  the  use  of 
the  lands  mentioned  can  be  made  avail- 
able for  the  Shropshire  Yeomanry  train- 
ings without  charge. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  Nothing  is  known  of 
any  proposal  in  this  direction  cither  at  the 
War  Office  or  in  the  district. 

WOOLWICH  AND  ENFIELD  FACTORIES 
—PAY  OF  FOREMEN. 

Captain  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  En- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  War  Office  what  arrangement  has 
been  made  for  extra  pay  to  the  principal 


1523 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


mi 


foremen  employed  at  Woolwich  and 
Enfield  in  consideration  of  the  continu- 
ous overtime  now  being  worked  at  those 
factories. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Prin- 
cipal foremen  and  some  other  grades  in 
the  ordnance  factories  and  kindred  estab- 
lishments arc  considered  to  have  rates  of 
pay  which  in  ordinary  times  cover  any 
necessary  overtime.  The  present  junc 
ture  is,  however,  recognised  as  being 
beyond  that  contemplated  in  their  rates 
of  pay,  and  although  it  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  grant  them  overtime,  the  grant 
of  a  gratuity  in  recognition  of  their  extra 
services  will  be  considered. 


SALISBURY  PLAIN  MANOEUVRING 
GROUNDS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
1  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  notice  that  any  of  the  land  pur- 
chased by  the  War  Office  on  Salisbury 
Plain  is  settled  property  and  as  such 
liable  to  estate  duty  on  the  death  of  the 
present  tenants  for  life;  whether  they 
nave  taken  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  in  those  circumstances  the  estate 
duty  is,  under  Section  9  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1894,  a  first  charge  on  the  property  ; 
whether  any  provision  has  been  made 
whereby  any  such  duties  that  may  be 
chargeable  on  the  property  have  been 
commuted  and  paid  in  such  a  way  as  to 
release  the  property  from  the  first  charge 
in  question,  and,  if  no  such  release  has 
been  effected,  can  he  say  which  of  the 
properties  purchased  still  remain  liable  to 
pay  estate  duty  ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  take 
any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps  to  relieve 
them  from  the  first  charge  upon  them 
thence  arising. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  notice  that 
some  of  the  land  purchased  by  the  War 
Office  on  Salisbury  Plain  was  settled  pro- 
perty at  the  time  when  they  bought  it, 
but  the  War  Office  was  advised  that  inas- 
much as  the  land  ceased  to  be  settled 
property  when  it  was  sold,  it  would  not 
be  liable  to  estate  duty  on  the  death  of 
the  present  tenants  for  life,  and  that  such 
duty  would  be  payable  exclusively  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  sale.  Consequently, 
there  was  no  duty  which  it  was  necessary 
for  the  War  Office  to  get  commuted  or  to 


obtain  relief  from.  If  the  death  of  a 
•  tenant  for  life  had  occurred  after  the  pass- 
1  ing  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  and  before 
;  the  purchase,  a  different  case  would  have 
1  arisen.  The  fact  would  have  been  dk 
i  closed  in  the  evidence  of  title  produced 
!  by  the  vendors,  and  arrangements  made 
j  accordingly.  But  no  such  case  has  arisen 
\  with  regard  to  this  property. 

|  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Did  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  legal  adviser  advise  him  that 
j  the  fact  of  the  purchase  money  being 
'  chargeable  with  the  duty  relieved  the 
:  land  from  the  effect  of  Section  9  of  the 
I  Finance  Act,  1894  ? 

!  *Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  hare 
\  given  the  legal  advice  exactly  as  it  wis 
j  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  upon 
j  which  he  intends  to  proceed. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Is  the 
liability  in  addition  to  aud  not  in  substi- 
tution of  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  The 
legal  advice  we  have  is  exactly  the  con- 
trary. 

GOVERNMENT    CONTRACTS-WAR 
OFFICE   TENDERS. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  he  will  grant  the 
Return  which  stands  No.  4  on  the  Paper 
to-day. 

I    *Mr.,J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 

I  notice   only  appeared   on  the  Paper  this 

]  morning,  and  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to 

|  ascertain  whether  or    not  the    data  on 

I  which  the  Return  would  l>e  founded  are 

I  available.     I  must  therefore  ask  the  hon. 

Member  to  postpone  the  question  until 

Tuesday.     I   do  not  think  he  will  k»e 

much  by   that,  as,  according  to  the  l«rt 

information    1    can  get,    the  Return,  if 

granted,   would  contain  only  the  single 

word  "  nil." 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  will  put  the  ques- 
tion again  on  Tuesday. 

NAVY-PERIODS    OF   SERVICE. 

*Sir   JOHN    COLOMB    (Great  Yir 

mouth} :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  « 

the  Aamiralty  what  was  the  percent^ 

of  men  who,  in  each  of  the  years  lW'i 
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1898,  and  1899  completed  the  full  period 
of  service  of  twelve  years,  and  left  the 
service  instead  of  re-engaging  in  the 
following  branches  of  the  naval  service 
respectively,  namely,  Royal  Navy  Execu- 
tive branch,  Royal  Navy  Engineer  branch, 
Royal  Marine  Artillery,  and  Royal  Marine 
Light  Infantry. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  percentages  are 
is  follows  : — Seamen  class:  1897-98,  34 
per  cent.  ;  1898-99,  34  per  cent.  ;  1899- 
1900, not  available.  Stoker  class:  1897-98, 
14  percent. ;  1898-99,  14  percent. ;  1899- 
1900,  not  available.  Roval  Marines: 
1897,  59  per  cent.,  actual  number  dis- 
charged 243 ;  1898,  44  per  cent.,  actual 
[lumber  discharged  182;  1899,  39  per 
sent.,  actual  number  discharged  163. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  Can  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  differentiate  between  the 
infantry  and  the  artillery  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  If  I  can  I  will. 


MEDITERRANEAN  FLEET  AND  CHAN- 
NEL SQUADRON  —  LENGTH  OF 
OFFICERS'    SERVICE. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  I  beg  to  ask 
bhe  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what 
wras  the  length  of  service  of  each  of  the 
(lag  officers  now  serving  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean Fleet  and  Channel  Squadron  from 
the  date  of  promotion  to  lieutenant  to  the 
late  of  first  hoisting  their  flags  after  pro- 
notion  to  flag  rank ;  and  how  much  of 
hat  service  was  spent  in  sea-going  ships. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  It  is  impossible  to 
pve  a  fair  account  of  the  service  of  the 
•espective  admirals  inquired  about  by  a 
imple  answer  to  the  question.  The  only 
uiswer  which  would  give  a  correct  im- 
>ression  would  be  an  enumeration  of 
heir  successive  important  services,  and 
hat  would  form  a  list  too  long  for  a 
eply  across  the  Table. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  beg  to  ask 
he  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  has 
teen  the  length  of  time  spent  as  com- 
missioned officers  in  ships  of  war  by  the 
enior  gunnery  lieutenant  and  the  senior 
ngineer,  marine  artillery,  and  marine 
tifantry  officers  who  are  now  serving  in 
he  Mediterranean  Fleet  and  Channel 
k[uadron  respectively. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  The  service  of  the 
ollowing  commissioned  officers  in 
ihips  of    war  is  as    follows  : — Mediter- 


ranean Fleet — senior  gunnery  lieutenants, 

sixteen     years     five     months  ;     Marine 

Artillery  officer,  eight  years  seven  months. 

Channel  Squadron — senior  gunnery  lieu- 
;  tenant,  twelve  years  seven  months  ; 
;  Marine  Light  Infantry  officer,  ten  years 

eight  months.  The  senior  engineers 
,  mentioned  in  the  question  of  my  hon. 
j  and  gallant  friend  are  of  higher  rank  and 
;  much    longer    seniority     than    that     of 

gunnery  lieutenant  and  major  of  marines, 
'  and  consequently  should  not  be  compared 

with  them.  They  are  fleet  engineers. 
!  Their   services    in    sea-going    ships   are 

twenty  -  eight    and     twenty  -  six     years 

respectively. 

MAURITIUS-CENTRAL  AFRICA 
BATTALION. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  bee;  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  War  Office  and  the  military  authorities 
are  exclusively  responsible  ior  the  des- 
patch to  Mauritius  of  the  Central  Africa 
battalion. 

♦Mr.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  accepts  all  responsibility  for  sending 
the  battalion  of  British  Central  African 
Rifles  to  the  Mauritius. 

.      FERNANDO     PO-  TREATMENT    OF 
1  LAGOS  NATIVES. 

|  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeensbire,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  any  information  with  regard  to  the 
alleged  ill-treatment  of  certain  Lagos 
natives,  British  subjects,  at  Fernando  Po  ; 
whether  all  of  them  were  brought  back  to 
Lagos  by  the  steamer  "Volta,"  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  for  the  pro- 
tection of  any  that  remain ;  what  were 
the  terms  of  the  lal>our  contract  under 
which  these  natives  were  hired  by  the 
Congo  agent ;  and  whether  the  colonial 
authorities  exercise  any  supervision  over 

j  the  terms  of  such  lal>our  contracts. 

!     The   SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 

j  the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 

|  Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  no  information 

I  as  to  this  case,  but  in  consequence  of  re- 

I  ports  from  Fernando  Po  on  the  treatment 

there  of  labourers  from  British  colonies  I 

am  directing  the  Governors  of  the  West 

African  possessions  to  prohibit  recruiting 
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for   service  in  that  island.       I  have  no    meeting  the  Australian  delegates  now  on 
doubt  that   the  British   Consular  Agent  |  their  way  to   this  country  ;  but  it  will 
will  see  to  the  protection  of  any  Lagos  !  probably  not   be  introduced   until  after 
labourers  who  may  still  be  in  the  island,  j  Easter. 
The  Colonial  Government  has  legislative  ! 
power  to  prohibit  or  to  permit,  on  such  | 
conditions  as  it  thinks  fit,  recruiting  of  ' 
labourers  for  a  foreign  country,  but  I  am 


POSTMEN 


FINES    FOR   LATE   ATTEN- 
DANCES. 


Mr.  STEADMAX  (Tower  Hamlets, 
,  Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  under  what  conditions 
fines  are  levied  on  postmen  for  late 
attendance  ;  and  whether  the  men  have  a 
voice  in  their  disposal :  if  so,  will  the 
Department  officially  notify  the  fact. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
thk  TREASURY  (Mr.  Haxbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  The  scale  is  as  follows  :  —For  each 
late  attendance  exceeding   two    minutes 
confine  the  British  Soudan  on  the  side  of  I  and  not  exceeding  fifteen  minutes,  3d.; 
Abyssinia  to  the  watershed  of  the  Nile.      !  and  for  every  additional  fifteen  minute* 

|  or  part  of  fifteen,  an  additional  3d.,  up  to 

♦The      UNDER      SECRETARY      of  I  sixty  minutes.     Beyond  this  each  case  is 

STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  j  dealt  with    specially.      Subject    to  the 

Brodrick,     Surrey,     Guildford) :      The  I  approval  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the 

question  of  the  Abyssinian  boundaries  is  j  proceeds  arc  devoted  by  the  local  post- 


not  aware  what  the  terms  of  the  contract 
were  in  the  present  case. 

BRITISH    SOUDAN   AND   ABYSSINIAN 
BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  M'KENNA:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  state  what  is  the 
existing  boundary  between  the  territory 
claimed  by  the  Negus  and  the  British 
Soudan  and  British  East  Africa ;  and 
whether  any  proposals  have  been  made  to 


still  the  subject  of  negotiations  between 
King  Menelek  and  Her  Majesty's  Agent 
at  Adis  Al>aba,  and  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make  any  statement  with  regard 
to  them  at  the  present  moment. 


ZANZIBAR  AND  PEMBA—  SLAVERY 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Notts,  Rushcliffe) : 


master,  at  his  discretion,  to  the  following 
objects:     (1)  Some  charitable  or  benero- 
lent  institution  for  the  general  benefit  of 
!  Post  Office  servants  ;  (2)  local  institution* 
I  of  benefit  to  the  staff;  (3)  relief  of  mem- 
.  hers  of  the  local  staff  who  through  no- 
fault   of   their  own   are    in    necessitous 
i  circumstances ;    (4)   temporary   relief  in 
,  .  ,     i     tt    i     n  *.  ^.  cases    of    distress    among    widows  and 

1  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  |  orphan8  of  deceased  members  of  the  staff, 
for   Foreign    Affairs    whether,     as     the    The  po8tmaster  js  at  liberty  to  consult  hi* 
last  information  in  Parliamentary  Paper  ,  staff  ag  to  the  djspo8a]   of  * the  fund,  but 
"Africa,  No.  *U«99,    respecting  slavery  i  the  decision  rests  with  nira8eif. 
in  Zanzibar  and  remba,  is  dated   March 

and  April  of  last  year,  further  Papers  of  Mr.  STEADMAX  :  Arising  out  of  the 
more  recent  date  can  now  be  laid  before  i  answer,  may  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Parliament.  "  I  man  if  it  is  not  the  fact  that  until  within 

the  last  two  or  three  years  the  fines  were 
distributed  among  the  men  who  kept 
regular  time  ;  and,  if  that  were  so,  is  it 
not  right  that  they  should  have  a  voice  in 
the  selection  of  the  charitable  institu- 
tions to  which  the  money  is  now  given. 


*Mr.   BKODRICK:    Yes,  Sir.     Papers 
on  the  subject  will  be  laid. 

AUSTRALIAN   FEDERATION   BILL. 
Mr.    WILLIAM   REDMOND  (Clare, 


E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Colonies  whether  the  Australian  , 

Federation  Bill  will  be  introduced  before  !  to  the  purposes  I  have  mentioned. 

Easter,  and  if  not  when  it  will  be  intro- ,  be  wrong.     I  will  inquire. 

duced. 


Mr.  HANBURY:  My  information  i* 
that  the  funds  have  always  been  devoted 

*     I  mar 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No  date 
can  be  named  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill  until  I  have  had  the  advantage    of 


WEST  INDIAN  MAILS-THE  "  TAOUS. 
Mr.  BRODIE  HOARE(Hamp8tead)  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,** 
representing    the    Postmaster    General 
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whether  he  is  aware  that  the  West  India 
mail  steamer  "Tagus"  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth with  the  mails  at  7.15  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  28th  February ;  and  that 
the  mails  were  not  delivered  in  London 
till  3.30  p.m.  on  Thursday  ;  and  can  he 
explain  the  delay  and  give  an  assurance 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  similar 
delay  in  future. 

Mr.  HAXBUKY  :  The  "  Tagiw  " 
arrived  in  Plymouth  Sound  on  Wednes- 
day last  only  in  time  to  admit  of  the 
mails  brought  by  her  being  landed  by 
#.30  p.m.  By  that  time  the  night  mail 
train  for  London  had  left  Plymouth,  and 
the  mails  were  sent  on  by  early  morning 
train  reaching  London  shortly  after  mid- 
day. In  the  City  the  .letters,  etc.,  were 
sent  out  by  the  2.5  p.m.  delivery,  but  in 
some  parts  of  London  they  were  not 
delivered  until  3.30  p.m.  To  have 
secured  earlier  delivery  would  have 
involved  the  use  of  a  special  train.  The 
principle  governing  the  employment  of 
special  trains  for  the  conveyance  from 
Plymouth  of  mails  landed  at  that  port  is, 
as  has  been  more  than  once  explained  in 
this  House  in  answer  to  similar  questions, 
to  use  special  trains  when  by  such  means 
and  no  other  an  interval  for  reply  by  the 
next  outgoing  mail  can  be  afforded.  The 
present  of  course  was  not  such  a  case, 
There  was  in  fact  an  interval  of  a  week 
for  reply. 

PARCELS  INSURANCE  TO  CAPE 
COLONY. 

Mr.  HEXXIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretory  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
extend  the  system  of  insurance  of  parcels 
to  those  parcels  sent  per  parcel  post  to 
Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  HAXBURY  :  The  Postmaster 
General  has  already  taken  such  steps  as 
are  possible;  but,  the  colony  not  being 
yet  prepared  for  the  scheme,  it  cannot  be 
carried  out  at  present.  So  soon  as  the 
Cape  Poet  Office  is  empowered  by  colonial 
legislation  to  accept  the  principle  of 
rcspoasibility  for  loss,  the  system  of 
insurance  can  be  applied  without  any 
delay  so  far  as  the  Imperial  Post  Office 
is  concerned. 

POST  OFFICE  STAMP  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  HENNIKEK  HEATON :   I   beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 


'  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  this  is  the  only 
country  in  the  Empire  that  refuses  to 
Members  of  Parliament  information  re- 
garding contracts  such  as  the  price  paid 
for  the  supply  of  postage  stamps  per 
million  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
British  Post  Office  has  already  furnished 
hon.  Members  with  information  as  to  the 
cost  per  thousand  of  postal  orders ;  and 
under  what  law  or  regulation  he  declines 
to  disclose  particulars  of  the  contract  with 
De  la  Rue  and  Company. 

Mr.  HAXBURY:  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  negative.     Even 

1  if  the  cost  of  postal  orders  has  been 
published,  about  which  I  have  some 
doubt,  the  two  cases  are  not  analogous. 
Stamps  are  used  for  both  postal  and 
inland  revenue  purposes,  and  the  pre- 
paration of  them  in  such  a  manner 
•is  to  make  obliteration  whether  by  the 
postal  stamp  or  ordinary  inks  permanent 
is  a  trade  secret.     My  hon.  friend  does 

:  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  in  the  case  of 
stamps    only    the  actual   colouring   and 

:  printing  is  done  by  the  contractor. 

I    SUPERANNUATION    FUNDS- EXEMP- 
TION   FROM    INCOME   TAX. 

Mr.    H.  P.    PEASE   (Darlington) :    I 

,  beg  to  ask   Mr.    Chancellor   of   the   Ex- 

■  chequer   whether,  having  regard  to  the 

fact  that  income  tax  is  not  charged  on 

i  life  assurance  premiums,  he  will  consider 

the    advisability    of    making    a    similar 

arrangement   in  connection  with  money 

paid  in  subscriptions  to  superannuation 

!  funds. 

The    CHANCELLOR    of    the    EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bris- 
tol,  W.^ :    Exemption   from  income  tax 
is  alreaay  allowed  in  respect  of  subscrip- 
,  tions  to  superannuation  funds  which  are 
;  paid  compulsorily  under  an  Act  of  Par- 
J  liament,  and  are  not  returnable  to  the 
,  contributors     under     any     contingency 
whatever.      I    do    not    think    there    is 
j  sufficient  reason  for  further  extension  of 
I  the    limits    of    this    exemption,    which,. 
1  moreover,    would    give     rise     to     great- 
difficulty  in  practice. 


CENTRAL    TELEGRAPH    OFFICE^ 
HOLIDAY   REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the* 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  with  regard  to* 
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the  statements  made  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Central  Telegraph  Office  to  the 
staff  representatives,  whether  he  will 
examine  the  minutes  of  evidence,  and 
ascertain  whether  an  express  undertaking 
was  given  that  in  the  event  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Committee  being  accepted 
holidays  should  be  chosen  by  seniority 
and  spread  equally  over  the  whole  year ; 
whether  he  will  examine  the  present 
•arrangements,  and  ascertain  whether  they  ' 
■conform  to  such  an  undertaking ;  and 
whether  he  will  direct  that  the  under- 
taking be  carried  out. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  It  was  the  intention  j 
of  the  Committee  that  the  choice  of  leave 
should    continue    to     bo     according    to  \ 
seniority,  but  no  undertaking,  either  ex- ; 
press   or  otherwise,   was  given  that  the  : 
holidays  should  be  spread  equally   over  \ 
the  whole  year,  or  even  over  the  leave 
period.     Great  difficulty,    however,    was 
experienced  in  recasting  the  whole  of  the 
•arrangements  for  so  large  a  force  in  time 
to  confine  the  leave  within  the  best  eight 
months  of  the   present  year,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  ask  seventy-nine  of  the  older 
telegraphists    out    of    a    staff  of    about 
2,000  to  take  their  holiday  in  the  earlier  ! 
part  of  the  leave  season  instead  of  in  the 
latter  part.     One    part  is  practically  as 
good   as  the  other,  and  any  one  of  the 
seventy-nine  desiring   to   exchange   will 
no  doubt  be  able  to  do  so.     Next  year  it 
will,  it  is   hoped,    be   possible  to    allow 
•every  officer  without  exception  to  choose 
by    seniority,    but    due  regard  will,    of  | 
-course,  have  to  be  paid  to  the  require- 
.ments  of  the  public  service. 

HYDE   PARK-POLICE  BARRACKS.      ; 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I  j 
■beg   to  ask   the   First   Commissioner  of  ' 
Works  whether  a  house  is  being  built  on  j 
the  north  side  of  the  Serpentine,  in  Hyde  j 
Park,  near  the  Humane  Society's  house,  | 
-and  by  whom  is  it  to  be  occupied  ;   and  j 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  increase   the 
number  of  houses  in  the  Park,  seeing  that 
■a  group  of  four  or  five  houses  already  ; 
•exists  in  that  quarter,  and  each  new  one  ! 
adds  to  the  smoke   and   diminishes   the 
rural  character  of  the  scene.  ! 


Metropolitan  Police,  is  about  to  be 
replaced  by  a  new  building.  Meanwhile, 
the  police  authorities  are  erecting,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  police  during  the 
rebuilding,  the  temporary  structure 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  It  is 
not  proposed  to  increase  the  number  of 
houses  in  the  Park. 


FOOT 


AND    MOUTH     DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 


Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  can  now 
see  his  way  to  relax  to  some  extent  the 
restrictions  it  has  been  necessary  to  im- 
pose upon  a  large  area  in  the  counties  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  on  account  of  the 
outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool 
West  Derby):  I  think  that  as  from 
Monday  next  the  area  of  the  scheduled 
district  may  with  safety  be  somewhat 
reduced,  and  that  facilities  for  the  move- 
ment of  animals  for  breeding  purposes 
may  at  the  same  time  be  afforded  in 
certain  parts  of  the  district.  The  neces- 
sary order  will  be  gazetted  to-day.  The 
areas  from  which  the  restrictions  will  be 
wholly  withdrawn  consist  of  the  petty 
sessional  division  of  North  Erpingoam  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  the  petty  ses- 
sional divisions  of  BIything,  Hartismere, 
Hoxne,  and  Framlingham,  together  with 
the  municipal  boroughs  of  Aldeburgh. 
Eye,  and  Southwold,  in  the  county  of  East 
Suffolk. 

THE  CIRCUIT  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-on-Trent):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  at  the 
recent  assizes  at  Haverfordwest  Mr. 
Justice  Bnckniil  was  presented  with  a 
pair  of  white  gloves  :  whether  at  Here- 
ford the  whole  Imsiness  of  the  assizes  was 
concluded  in  less  than  one  hour ;  whether 
at  several  other  towns  on  the  different 
circuits  not  a  single  civil  action  has  been 
tried ;  and  whether  any  early  alteration 
is  contemplated  in  the  existing  circuit 
8vstem. 


The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of  ,  *Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  No  doubt 
WORKS  ^Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  it  sometimes  happens  that  there  is  little 
Augustine  s) :  The  old  l>arrack  in  Hyde  ■  or  no  business  at  various  assizes ;  but  the 
Park,  which  has  been   occupied    by  the  \  Government  are  not  contemplating  any 
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wly  alteration  in  the  present  system, 
'hich,  for  various  reasons,  is  a  very 
ifficult  one  to  handle. 


CROWN    SALMON     FISHINGS     IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ecretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
ttention  has  been  directed  to  the  last 
fceport  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods 
nd  Forests,  from  which  it  appears  that 
hey  have  sold  in  the  course  of  the  year 
wo  further  Crown  salmon  fishings  in 
Scotland ;  what  were  the  exceptional  cir- 
umstances  under  which  these  sales  were 
nade ;  and  whether  he  will  give  an 
tssurance  to  the  House  that  no  further 
ales  will  take  place  until  the  House  has 
tiad  an  opportunity  of  pronouncing  an 
opinion  on  this  return  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners  to  a  policy  which  was  con- 
demned by  the  Government  and  the 
House  in  1888. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  As  explained  in 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  ques- 
tion on  the  16th  of  May  last,*  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods  in  ordinary 
cases  invariably  decline  to  sell  Crown 
rights  to  salmon  fishings  in  Scotland, 
and  sales  are  only  made  when  there 
are  very  exceptional  circumstances  render- 
ing that  course  desirable.  In  the  two 
cases  referred  to  in  the  present  question 
the  exceptional  circumstances  were  that 
the  Crown  title  was  disputed  and  litiga- 
tion was  avoided  by  the  sales.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  the  assurance  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member. 

RABIES— IRISH  RETURNS. 
Dr.  TANNER  (Cork,  Co.  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  I 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  in  the  I 
system  employed  in  Ireland  of  collecting  | 
Returns  of  rabid  dogs  there  is  any  possi- 1 
bility  of  epilepsy,  convulsions,  and  fits  I 
being  returned  as  rabies  in  consequence  I 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  disease  and  the  I 
methods  of  checking  the  accuracy  of  the  | 
Returns. 

The    ATTORNEY   GENERAL   for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :     It    is    quite    conceivable   that  in  I 
rabies,    as  in  other  diseases,  an  error  in  J 
diagnosis  may  occasionally  be  made,  but  I 
every  precaution  against  error  is  taken. 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxL,  page  737. 


,  No  supposed  outbreak  is  recorded  by  the 
;  veterinary  department  as  one  of  rabies 
1  except  after  careful  veterinary  inquiry, 
1  and  when  the  veterinary  inspector  has. 
I  any  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
I  the  head  of  the  animal  is  sent  to  Dublin 
for  experimental  investigation  by  the 
pathologist  engaged  by  the  veterinary 
■  department  for  the  purpose.  Last  year- 
out  of  441  reports  of  supposed  outbreaks 
of  the  disease  received  in  the  veterinary 
!  department,  only  ninety-two  were  re- 
,  corded  as  rabies. 

IMPRISONMENT    FOR    CONTEMPT  OF 
j        COURT— CASE  OF  ELLEN  RYAN. 

I  Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
I  \V.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
I  he  is  aware  that  Ellen  Ryan,  of  Clare 
I  Street,  Limerick,  has  been  detained  in 
j  prison  for  contempt  of  court  for  743  days  ; 
I  and  is  she  still  in  prison ;  and,  if  not, 
|  when  was  she  released,  and  how  many 
I  days  altogether  has  she  been  in  custody. 

!      Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  am  informed  that 

i  this  woman  was  committed  to  prison  on 

i  the    2nd   February,   1898,  on  a   writ  of 

j  attachment  issued  by  the  Master  of  the 

|  Rolls.     She  is  still  detained  in  prison  and 

i  has    been   in    custody   759    days.     Her 

contempt  consists  in  neglecting  to  pay 

into  court  money  for  which  she  was  found 

to  be  accountable.     She  has   not    made 

any  application  to  the    Master  of    the 

Rolls    to    be    released,  *but    apparently 

desires    to    be  discharged    from   prison 

without  paying  the  money. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  only  a  few  days  ago  he 
admitted  that  a  man  named  Kavanagh 
was  driven  mad  in  prison  and  is  now  in  a 
lunatic  asylum 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !    That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

Captain  DONELAN :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  bring  the  case  of  this 
woman  under  the  notice  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  She  must  apply  to 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  to  purge  her  con- 
tempt. It  is  not  a  matter  in  which  the 
Executive  can  interfere. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Will  you 
take  care  she  is  not  driven  mad  1 


1535 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Question*. 


\m 


FAIR  RENTS  IX  COUNTY  DONEGAL. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  a  sitting  of 
the  Sub-Commission  of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission to  hear  applications  for  the  fixing 
of  fair  rents  from  the  districts  of  Glen- 
colombkille  and  Kilcar  is  to  be  held  in 
Killybegs,    County    Donegal ;     whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  more  than 
fifty  tenants  of  these  districts  will  have  to 
travel   with  their   witnesses  upwards  of  | 
thirty   miles  from  their    homes   to    give  ' 
evidence  at  the  hearing  of  their  cases  at  I 
Killybegs,    for    which    they    have  been  I 
notified  to  attend  on  the  1st  instant,  the 


served   by   answering   the   second  para- 
graph of  the  question  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

Captain  DONELAX  :  I  wish  to  ask 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether,  as  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question  is  calculated  t<> 
prejudice  the  case,  it  is  not  out  of  oitler ! 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  do  not  think  then- 
is  anything  out  of  order  in  the  question 
on  the  Paper. 

Mil.  ATKINSON  :  One  man  has  been 
arrested,  and  is  at  present  under  remand, 


Government  will  take  some  steps  to  have  j  charged   with  the  murder   of   Mr.  Bird. 


cases  arising  m  the  districts  of  Glen- 
oolombkille  and  Kilcar  heard  in  Carrick, 
and  thus  protect  the  tenants  from  the 
expense  and  hardship  entailed  by  the 
present  arrangement  ;  and  whether  any 
steps  can  be  taken  to  countermand  the 
notices  of  the  hearing  of  fair  rent  cases 
from  Glencolombkille  and  Kilcar  at 
Killybegs. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  am  informed  that 
a  sitting  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  was 


fixed  to  commence  on  yesterday  at  Killy 
begs.  Prior  to  yesterday,  when  I  com- 
municated to  the  Land  Commissioners 
the  substance  of  the  complaints  privately 
brought  under  my  notice  by  the  hon. 
Member  and  which  are  referred  to  in  this 
•question,  the  Commissioners  had  received 
no  representations  that  the  sitting  of  the 
^Sub-Commission  at  Killybegs  would  entail 
hardship  and  expense  on  the  tenants. 
'That  sitting  was  fixed,  I  am  informed,  by 
•the  Sub-Commission  after  considering  the 
convenience  of  the  parties  and  taking  into 
account  the  time  at  their  disposal.  In 
.any  case  it  appears  to  be  now  too  late  to  ho£*  MemW  was 
alter  the  sitting  which  commenced  on 
yesterday,  even  if  other  arrangements 
made  it  possible  to  do  so. 


Whilst  the  investigation  into  the  crime  is 
taking  place,  it  would  be  obviously  im- 
proper on  my  part  to  make  any  state- 
ment as  to  the  motive  for  the  commission 
of  the  crime. 


REPORTED  RIOTS  AT  PORTADOWX. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  a 
question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  notice,  namely,  whether  he  has 
any  explanations  to  give  al>out  the  occur- 
rences at  Portadown  last  night,  in  which 
a  mob,  said  to  be  an  Orange  mob,  attacked 
houses  and  public  buildings,  said  to 
belong  to  Catholics.  I  wish  also  to  ask- 
how  many  persons  were  injured,  to  what 
extent  damage  was  done  to  property,  why 
the  police  failed  to  protect  the  inhabitants* 
and  their  property,  and  what  precautions 
he  has  now  taken  to  preserve  the  peace 
there.  I  would  also  ask  whether  anyone 
has  been  arrested  or  brought  to  justice  in 
connection  with  the  matter. 


Mr. 


MURDER  OF  MR.  BIRD  AT  BANTRY. 
Sir  HENRY  HO  WORTH  (Salford, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  whether  a  man  charged  with 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Bird  at  Bantry  has 
been  arrested ;  and  whether  he  has  any 
-evidence  that  the  murder  was  of  an 
agrarian  character. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  wish  to 
.ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
;  thinks  the  interests  of  justice  would  be 


ATKINSON  :  The  notice  of  the 
only  received  at  the 
Irish  Office  at  one  o'clock  to-day.  The 
police  authorities  were  at  once  com 
municated  with,  but  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  report  from  thein. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  represents  the 
Chief  Secretary  in  this  matter,  may  I  ask 
if  the  police  have  failed  to  communicate 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  the  fact  that  these 
things  occurred  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  There  was  not 
sufficient  time  between  the  receipt  of  the 
notice  of  the  question  and  the  sitting  <# 
the  House  to  obtain  the  report. 
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Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  The  right ' 
hon.  Gentleman  misunderstands  my  , 
[ucstion.  These  things  unfortunately  ' 
3ccur  only  too  often  in  Ireland,  and  I  | 
wish  to  know  if  the  police  authorities  do  , 
not  at  once  communicate  them  to  the  \ 
Chief  Secretary  at  his  office  in  London.      | 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  Yes,  Sir.  j 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Did  the  j 
right  hon.  Gentleman  apply  there  for  j 
information  1  , 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order !  ! 

xMr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :   I  beg  to  I 
give   notice  that  at   the   rising  of    the 
House   to-night   I   will    ask   for   further 
information. 


EDUCATION  BILL  FOR  SCOTLAND. 
Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
when  the  measure  in  regard  to  education 
in  Scotland,  promised  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  will  be  introduced  ;  and  whether 
it  will  deal  with  secondary  education. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  1  believe  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
proposes  to  introduce  this  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
actual  day  of  introduction ;  but  the  Bill 
will  deal  with  the  funds  available  for 
-secondary  education. 


the  Exchequer  proposes  to  introduce  the 
Budget,  and  I  think  I  will  have  to  ask 
the  House  to  suspend  the  twelve  o'clock 
rule  on  Monday  night  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  progress  of  the  necessary  resolu- 
tions. Tuesday  we  propose  to  take  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Budget  discussion, 
but  should  the  discussion  conclude  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  may  be  left  to  private 
members.  On  Thursday  we  may  take 
the  Army  Estimates,  but  that  will  de- 
pend on  whether  my  hon.  friend  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  will  be  able  to 
attend  the  House  that  day. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
John  O'Donnell,  Esq.,  for  County   ot 
Mayo  (South  Mayo  Division). 


BUSINESS   OF  THE   HOUSE. 
Major    RASCH :    I   beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury    whether  he 
can    state    when    the    Army   Estimates 
will  l>e  taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  sorry  I 
cannot  fix  a  date.  One  difficulty  in  my 
way  is  that  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  is  not  at  present  able 
to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  House,  and  I 
cannot  be  quite  sure  when  he  will  be  in  a 
position  to  do  so. 

,miq»J 

Sir  ^H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
< Stirling  Burghs) :  Can  the  First  Lord  of 
Treasury  say  what  the  business  will  be  in 
the  early  days  of  next  week  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  On  Monday 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of 


NEW    BILLS. 

DISTRICT   COUNCILLORS  AND   GUAR- 
DIANS (TERM  OF  OFFICE). 

Bill  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
term  of  office  of  District  Councillors  and 
Guardians,  Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Pretyman,  Sir  John  Dorington,  Mr. 
Cripps,  Mr.  Price,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

DISTRICT   COUNCILLORS  AND   GUAR- 
DIANS (TERM  OF  OFFICE)  BILL. 

"  To  make  further  provision  for  the 
term  of  office  of  District  Councillors  and 
Guardians/'  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  108.] 

COAL  MINES  (PROHIBITION  OF  CHILD 
LABOUR  UNDERGROUND). 

Bill  to  prohibit  Child  Labour  Under- 
ground in  Coal  Mines,  Ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Sir 
James  Joicey,  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  and  Sir 
Alfred  Hickman. 

COAL  MINES  (PROHIBITION  OF  CHILD 
LABOUR  UNDERGROUND)  BILL. 

"To  prohibit  Child  Labour  Under- 
ground in  Coal  Mines,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  109.} 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT      (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)    Act,    1894,    Ordered    to    be 
brought   in   by   Mr.  Edmund  Robertson 
i  and  Sir  Charles  Cameron. 
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LOCAL      GOVERNMENT      (SCOTLAND)  •■ 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
"  To    amend    the   Local    Government 
(Scotland)   Act,    1894,"   presented,    and1 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  I 
time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  110.]  "  i 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS      ; 
AMENDMENT.  I 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  , 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  | 
I  have  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Kill  to  , 
amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  i 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  as  briefly  I 
as  I  can  what  the  object  of  the  measure  l 
is.  The  Bill  makes  new  provision  for 
regulations  with  regard  to  dangerous 
trades,  in  substitution  for  the  existing 
method  of  special  rules  and  arbitration. 
I  propose  to  do  away  with  the  objection- 
able system  of  arbitration,  and  to  provide 
that  the  regulations,  when  made,  shall 
apply  uniformly,  subject,  if  need  be,  to 
specified  exceptions,  to  all  places  where 
machinery,  or  the  process  certified  to  \ye 
dangerous,  is  used.  The  Secretary 
of  State  will  publish  a  draft  of  these 
regulations,  and  give  time  for  objec- 
tions to  be  made  by  all  persons  who 
are  affected,  which  I  think  is  a  most 
reasonable  proposal.  He  will  then  try  to 
settle  the  objections,  and  if  he  fails  he 
may  appoint  a  referee,  who  must  not  be 
an  inspector  of  factories  or  be  affected  by 
the  regulations  which  are  at  issue. 
Powers  are  taken  for  the  referee  to  hear 
the  objections  in  open  court,  and  upon 
his  report  the  Secretary  of  State  may 
make  his  regulations.  Those  regulations 
may  l>e  applied  to  tenement  factories 
and  workshops,  and  may,  if  necessary, 
make  owners  or  occupiers  as  well  as 
employers  liable.  The  regulations  may 
also  prohibit  the  use  of  any  material 
or  any  process  which  is  dangerous 
— a  great  step,  I  think,  in  advance. 
With  reference  to  sanitation,  I  propose  to 
deal  with  out-work  in  unhealthy  places  by 
an  alteration  of  Section  5  of  the  Act  of 
1895.  That  section  provides  for  inter- 
ference where  there  is  risk  to  the  health 
of  the  person  employed  "and"  of  the 
district.  I  propose  to  substitute  the 
word  "or"  for  "and,"  which  I  believe 
was  really  intended  by  the  Act  of  1895. 
There  arc  other  provisions  with  reference 
to  employment,  consequent  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  twelve  years  of  age  rule  last 


session,  to  make  the  law  generally  applic- 
able  wherever  the  Factory  Acts  apply, 
and  there  are  certain  provisions  also  with 
reference  to    overtime.       Although   the 
question   of  the  protection   of  boilers  is 
dealt  with   by   several   Bills   which  are 
before  the  House,  I  have  put  a  clause  into 
this   Bill  providing  that  there   shall  be 
proper  steam  valves  and  gauges,  and  that 
the  boilers  shall  be  overhauled  periodically 
by  a  competent  person  and  the  account  of 
the    inspection    properly     certiBed   in  a 
register.     I   propose    also   to  deal    with 
laundries,  to  take  power  to   repeal   the 
present     unworkable    provisions,     which 
were  somewhat  hastily  concluded,  and  to 
apply  to  laundries  the  appropriate   pro- 
visions of  the  Act  with  such  modifications 
as  may  be  necessary.     The  scope  of  the 
provision,  e.g.,  as  to  the  inclusion  of  charit- 
able institutions,  I  do  not  propose  to  alter 
in  my  Bill.     I  propose  to  take  power  to 
extend  the  "  particulars "  clause  to  out- 
workers.    At  present  certain  emergency 
i  processes  in  fish-curing  and  jam-making  in 
I  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  are  ex- 
!  empted  altogether  from  the  Acts  either  for 
I  the  whole  or  part  of  the  year.      This  Bill 
!  brings  them  all  into  the  Acts,  thus  giving 
I  that  sanitary  protection  to  the  workers 
:  which,  I   think,  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  from   which   they  ought  not  to  be 
i  exempted.       Extra    hours    are    allowed 
I  in    the    emergency    processes    of   these 
trades    when    it    is  necessary  to   work 
overtime  to  prevent   the  materials  from 
,  beinc    destroyed   by    circumstances   of 
!  weather,  and  so  on.     There  are  various 
'  other  provisions  in  the  Bill,  which  con- 
;  tains   forty-six    clauses,   simplifying  the 
.  registers,  reducing  the  number  of  returns, 
i  which  are  unnecessarily  voluminous,  and 
for  enabling  the  Acts  to  be  consolidated, 
;  which   cannot  be    done,   however,  until 
!  there  has  been  some  amendment  of  them. 
The  general  object,  indeed,  of  much  of  the 
!  Bill  is  to  fill  up  the  gaps  where  the  Acts 
I  do  not  fit   into  one  another,    to  amend 
I  imperfect    wording,    so    as   to    facilitate 
i  administration,  and  to  prepare  for  consoli- 
!  dation. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
i  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
i  amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts/ 
j  —(Sir  M.  White  Ridley.) 

]    *Sir   CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  The  Bill  does  not 
j  touch  the  Lancashire  Saturday  stop. 
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♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  No. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar}  :  I  am  not  going  to 
«nler  into  the  details  of  the  Sill,  but 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  say,  speaking  for  myself,  and 
At  the  same  time,  no  doubt,  for  many  of 
my  hon.  friends,  that  we  are  very  glad 
indeed  to  find  he  is  going  to  introduce  a 
Bill  which,  judging  from  his  speech,  will 
really  be  a  substantial  step  in  advance  in 
certain  matters  in  connection  with  the 
Factory  Acts.  Everybody  who  has  had 
any  experience  of  the  working  of  this  Act, 
.and  who  has  paid  any  attention  to  the 
question  of  factory  legislation,  will  be 
delighted  to  find  that  the  system  of  arbi- 
tration, which  in  regard  to  dangerous 
trades  has  been  the  one  chief  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  improving  legislation  applying 
to  those  trades,  is  to  disappear.  As  I 
understand  the  Bill,  the  employers  will 
have  ample  protection  under  the  proposals 
•of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
insisting  upon  proper  legislation  with 
regard  to  these  matters  will  disappear. 
I  am  very  glad,  too,  to  find  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  pro- 
poses to  deal  with  the  laundry  ques- 
tion. Those  who  were  members  of  the 
Grand  Committee  in  1895  will  remember 
that  the  Laundry  Clauses  were  then  so 
knocked  about  and  amended  as  to  render 
them  practically  useless  for  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  originally  introduced. 
I  am  glad  it  is  now  proposed  to  bring 
them  under  the  Factory  Acts.  On  other 
matters,  such  as  the  "Particulars  Clause  " 
-and  "  Emergency  Processes,"  I  should  like 
to  reserve  my  judgment.  The  latter, 
•especially,  will  want  careful  watching. 
-All  I  will  say  now  is  that  we  all  agree 
.that  a  step  is  taken  in  the  right  direction 
by  placing  a  larger  amount  of  power  in 
cthc  hands  of  the  Home  Secretary,  for  we 
;thus  get  rid  of  many  of  those  stumbling- 
blocks  which  have  hitherto  stood  in  the 
-way  of  carrying  out  provisions  which 
would  be  to  the  public  advantage.  I  am 
glad  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  last 
.year  delayed  the  introduction  of  this  Bill. 
We  understood  that  had  the  measure 
'heen  brought  in  twelve  months  ago  it 
•would  have  been  but  a  small  one.  This 
seems  to  be  far  more  satisfactory,  and  to 
uts  general  principle  I  give  my  hearty 
support. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sec- 
retary Sir  Matthew    White   Ridley  and 
,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings. 

,    FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  First 
Time ;  to  be  read  a  Second  Time  upon 
Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill 

;  in.] 


SUPPLY  [3rd  Allotted  Day]. 

1      Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,527,000, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expenses  of  Wages,  <fec,  to  Officers,  Sea- 
i  men  and  Boys,  Coastguard,  and  Royal 
Marines,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

i      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  most  important 
1  Vote  we  have  to  take  in  regard  to  the 
Navy ;  and  for  this  simple  reason,  that 
neither  our  ships  nor  our  guns  nor  our 
armour,  and  still  less  our  docks  and  our 
fortifications,  would  be  of  use  unless  we 
had   men   to   fire  the  guns,  to  man  the 
vessels,  and   to  defend  the  fortifications 
and  docks.    The  question  of  what  a  man's 
,  value  is  depends  entirely  on  his  training, 
!  and,  consequently,  when  you  come  to  con- 
sider naval  questions,  the  most  important 
i  and  vital  part  to  look  at,  and  to  judge  it 
:  by,  is  the  method  adopted  of  training.  It 
,  particularly  behoves  us,  at  this  moment, 
to  pay  more  attention  than  ever  to  this 
subject.      There  is  going  to  be  a  very 
large  increase  of  the  American  Navy.  We 
may,  too,  look  to  an  entirely  new  develop- 
,  ment  in  the  German  Navy,  and  the  future 
I  may    bring  about  vast   changes  in    the 
I  balance  of  naval  power  in  the  world.     We 
|  must,  therefore,  look»to  the  essential  part 
\  vf  our  naval  system.     That  essential  part 
|  is,  I  submit,  the  training  of  the  men,  and 
j  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  while  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  the  First   Lord   of   the 
•  Admiralty   has  carried   out  many  of  his 
duties  with  great  success,  in  other  direc- 
tions he   has,  I  fear,  adopted  the  very 
,  means  which  an  enemy  of  this  country 
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would  have  taken  if  he  had  sought 
to  destroy  the  value  of  our  Navy. 
Up  to  quite  recently  the  system  of 
training  officers  and  men  for  the  Navy 
(especially  that  of  training  officers)  was,  I 
should  say,  quite  admirable.  The  naval 
officer  was  trained,  not  by  sitting  upon  a 
form  and  listening  to  lectures,  but  by 
standing  on  deck  and  handling  a  ship. 
His  training  was  not  theoretical,  but  prac- 
tical ;  and  the  result  was  something 
beyond  anything  that  has  been  seen  in 
any  service  in  the  world.  The  training 
of  the  boys  in  the  Navy,  usually  began  at 
from  fifteen  to  sixteen  and  a  half  years  of 
age.  They  were  put  on  board  a  training 
ship  for  twenty  months,  and  then  they 
went  to  sailing  brigs,  where  they  learnt  to 
handle  sails,  and  became  more  acquainted 
with  the  practical  work  of  masts  and 
yards.  In  these  brigs  they  remained  for 
six  weeks  only,  which  should  be  thirteen. 
That  training  is  short  enough  for  their 
preparation  for  the  Navy  ;  but  under  that 
system  we  got  fairly  good  men,  and  there 
was  never  any  difficulty  in  the  number  of 
boys  to  pass  through  that  course  of  enter- 
ing the  lower  deck  for  the  Navy.  Re- 
cently a  new  system  has  been  adopted. 
First  of  all,  let  me  say  fifteen  is  not  too 
young  an  age  at  which  to  take  the  boys ; 
if  it  is  anything,  it  is  too  high.  Your 
fisherman  begins  at  nine,  ten,  or  eleven, 
and  produces  one  of  the  finest  seamen  in 
the  world.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
feeling  himself  under  the  pressure  of 
emergency,  has  instituted  a  new  system, 
under  which  he  sends  vessels  round 
the  coasts  and  enlists  boys  at  so  late  an 
age  as  eighteen,  which  is  far  too  high  an 
age  to  take  a  boy  first  to  sea.  No  doubt 
if  a  boy  is  already  a  seaman  and  has 
already  had  some  training  at  sea,  there  is 
something  to  bo  said  for  this  system.  I 
believe,  however,  the  majority  of  these 
boys  are  inland  boys  who  go  for  the  first 
time  to  sea.  Consequently  I  think  this  to 
a  considerable  extent  impairs  the  personnel 
of  the  Navy  so  far  as  regards  the  lower 
deck.  I  regret  very  much  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
abandon  the  old  gystem  of  fifteen  and 
taken  eighteen. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  We  have  not  abandoned 
the  old  system. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  hope  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  will  tell  me  that 
Mr.  Gibson  Boivles. 
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when  the  emergency  is  passed  he  will  go 
back  to  the  old  system  and  take  all  the 
boys  at  fifteen. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  So  soon  as  the  supply 
is  filled  up  we  shall  return  to  the  old 
system. 

|      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :    I  am  very 

flad  to  be  able  to  withdraw  one  of  the 
ve   counts   of  my  indictment.     I  now 
j  come  to  a  more  serious  matter,  and  that 
'  is  the   training   of  the   officers.    Up  to 
|  recently  the  system  has  been  to  receive 
i  boys     into     the     "  Britannia w     at    the 
age     of     thirteen,     to     send     them    to 
i  sea     at      fifteen,     and     for     them    U* 
j  become  lieutenants  at  twenty.    Thus  they 
I  served  five  years  at  sea  and  two  in  a  ship* 
I  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  altered  that 
,  system,  so  that  the-  boys  enter  now  the 
|  "  Britannia  "  at  fifteen  instead  of  thirteen 
■  years  of  age.     He  has  shortened  the  time 
in  the  "  Britannia  "  very  considerably— 
j  more  nearly  by  one-half  than  by  one-third 
|  — and  the  result  is  a  l>oy  now  enters  the 
"  Britannia  "  at  the  average  age  of  fifteen, 
goes   to  sea  at  sixteen  and  a  half,  and 
becomes  a  lieutenant  at  twenty.    Under 
these  circumstances  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  original  training  time  is  taken 
off.     I   think   that   is   a   mistake.     Bat, 
more  than  this,  I  believe  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  an  enormous  mistake 
,  in  substituting  barracks  for  ships.    Most 

of    these     boys     who     came     into   the     i 
j  "  Britannia  "  for  the  first  time  came  from 
inland  towns,  many  of  them  have  never 
I  seen  a  ship  or  walked  about  in  one,  and 
I  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  at  the 
|  earliest   age   of    the   officer's    career  he 
should  know  enough  about  a  ship  to  bye 
on  one.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
tell  me  barrack  boats  are  used ;  but  it  is 
a  different  thing  to  use  a  boat  to  put  out 
from  the  shore  from  having  to  use  it  to 
move  out  of  the  ship.     It  is  also  said- 
j  and  it  is  true — that  the  u  Britannia  "  w  * 
I  very  old  vessel,  and  that  she  could  not  have 
I  gone  on  much  longer.     That  is  of  no  im- 
portance,  because   it   is  easy  enough  t<> 
replace  her  by  another  vessel.    You  cannot 
catch  your  seamen  too  young,  men  or 
officers,    especially   officers,   and  initiate 
them  into  the  ways  of  ships,  which  are 
different  from  the  ways  of  houses.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  he  intends 
to  extend  the  "  Britannia  "  course  again 
from  one  and  a  half  to  two  years,    n** 
he  made  up  his  mind  whether  that  is  to 
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be  done  by  lowering  the  age  at  which  the  j  world  can  surpass.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
boys  are  received  into  the  "  Britannia  "  j  argue  that  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  the 
to  thirteen,  or  by  receiving  the  boys  at  business  he  is  to  do,  it  is  essential  that 
fifteen  and  sending  them  to  sea  later  ?  j  a  man  should  go  through  the  training 
I  hope  he  intends  to  take  the  first  of  ;  squadron.  My  argument  is  that  the 
those  courses.  Whichever  he  takes,  the  j  training  squadron  gives  him  a  sort  of 
great  objection  will  remain — that  you  j  training  which  nothing  else  can  supply, 
have  turned  your  ship  into  a  barrack,  i  I  do  plead  most  earnestly  for  the  retention 
and,  so  far  as  the  early  training  is  con-  j  of  the  training  squadron,  but  I  cannot  help 
cerned,  it  has  ceased  to  be  training  as  a  \  feeling  that  though  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
sailor,  and  has  begun  to  be  training  a  man  professes  to  be  in  a  judicial  attitude 
soldier.  The  most  serious  count  of  all  on  this  matter,  he  is  rather  against  me. 
(because  it  affects  both  the  men  and  the  i 

officers)  is  the  abolition  of  the  training  ;      Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Why  l 
squadron.     My  right  hon.  friend  told  me, 

the  other  evening,  that  no  final  decision  ;      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  will  give 
had  been  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the  j  a  reason  why  I  cannot   help  having  that 
abolition  of  the  training  squadron.     But    feeling,  and  that  is  the  fact  that  he  has 
in  the  meantime  he  has  alwlished  it,  he  \  appointed  Lord  Charles  Beresford  away 
has   dismantled    the    ships   which    were    from  this  House  to  the  Mediterranean. 
ready  to  go  to  sea,  put  them  away  some- 
where in  one  of  his  docks,   and  turned  [      Mr.  GOSCHEN  dissented, 
the  crews  over  to  cruisers.     If  he  is  going 

to  tell  me  he  intends  to  build  eight  or  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Of  course  I 
ten  new  training  ships,  I  shall  applaud  i  did  not  mean  that  seriously,  it  was  only 
him  with  both  hands,  and  think  he  has  ;  a  little  joke.  I  will  put  it  this  way- 
come  to  proper  naval  ideas  again.  But  I  !  that  my  position  in  defending  the  training 
do  not  see  any  sign  of  that.  If  there  is  j  squadron  is  very  much  weakened  by  the 
any  question  whether  the  abolition  of  j  absence  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  could, 
the     training     squadron     is     right    or 


wrong,      the     business     of      the     First 
Lord  is  to  take   no  action  until  he  has 


doubtless,  have  advanced  very  superior 
arguments.  There  is  only  one  other 
count  in  this  indictment,  but  it  is  rather 


satisfied  himself  which  is  right  or  wrong,  j  a  serious  one,  namely,  that  in  recent 
The  present  system  has  produced  admir-  times  not  only  have  the  officers  put  in 
able  officers,  and  the  abolition  of  that  |  less  sea  time,  but  the  ships  themselves 
system  may  produce  officers  inferior  have  spent  less  time  at  sea.  That  is  an 
to  those  we  have  now.  Does  he  additional  reason  for  desiring  the  retention 
pretend  he  would  produce  better  officers  !  of  the  training  squadron.  The  training 
by  giving  them  less  training  on  masts  f  squadron  spends  sometimes  as  much  as 
and  yards  ?  That  is  impossible.  The  :  ninety  days  at  sea,  whereas  the  ordinary 
argument  against  masts  and  yards  is  that ,  man  of  war,  lmttleship  or  cruiser,  rarely 
in  the  Royal  Navy  sailors  have  nothing  i  spends  more  than  ten  days,  while  the 
to  do  with  anything  but  steam.  That  is  j  Mediterranean  squadron  seldom  spends  as 
not  quite  true.  Every  hand  on  the  ship  much  as  that.  I  am  informed  that  the 
may  have  to  take  to  the  boats  and  to  I  present  Mediterranean  squadron  is  mainly 
handle  sails,  more  or  less.  The  officers  :  engaged  in  steaming  at  full  speed  from 
may  have  to  take  charge  of  a  sailing  i  one  port  to  another, 
merchantman.     In  a  sailor's  life  you  win  [  T  .      . 

never  get  rid  of  the  occasional  necessity  !      Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  No,  that  is  not  so. 
of  dealing  with  sails.     What  we  want  is  ' 

the  best  trained  men,  able  to  deal  with  !  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  hope  it  is 
the  greatest  possible  readiness  with  new  .  not  so.  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
sets  of  circumstances ;  and  I  maintain  that :  man  will  tell  us  what  sort  of  evolutions 
nothing  produces  the  seaman-mind  so '  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  performs, 
well  as  the  work  on  masts  and  yards,  and  how  long  the  vessels  are  at  sea. 
The  work  on  masts  and  yards  teaches  the  !  Lord  St.  Vincent  in  1796  wrote  from 
men  to  rely  upon  themselves  and  to  j  Lisbon  that  he  would  not  stay  there  a 
place  reliance  in  their  shipmates,  and  it  I  moment  longer  than  was  necessary  to  put 
gives  them  an  athletic  development  and  j  his  vessel  to  rights,  as  the  only  way  to 
readiness  of  mind  which  nothing  in  the  i  train  sailors  was  on  the  sea,  and  the  more 
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they  were  kept  at  sea  the  better,  and  the 
less  they  were  kept  in  port  the  better.  I 
am  afraid  that  whether  our  desire  is  to 
economise  coal 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  No. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  am  glad 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  repudiates  that. 
My  information  is  that  too  little  time  is 
spent  at  sea  by  Her  Majesty's  ships.  All 
these  points  are  calculated  to  impair  the 
training  of  the  sailor.  Give  me  a  bad 
ship  and  a  good  crew  and,  if  I  were  a 
naval  captain,  there  is  nothing  I  could  not 
do.  But  a  good  ship  and  a  bad  crew 
would  be  useless  to  anybody.  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  about  the  instructions  given 
to  cruisers  respecting  contraband  of  war. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  when  we 
are  at  war  that  all  that  remains  to  us  of 
our  power  at  sea  should  be  exercised. 
There  have  undoubtedly  been  some  unfor- 
tunate mistakes  which  I  can  only  attribute 
to  the  instructions  issued  to  the  officers. 
These  officers  have  not  only  searched,  in 
the  technical  term,  vessels  suspected  of 
carrying  contraband  of  war,  but  actually 
unloaded  the  cargo,  a  thing  which  is  alto- 
gether out  of  the  cognisance  and  the  dictates 
of  international  law.  I  can  only  attribute 
these  proceedings  to  some  mistake  in  the 
instructions  issued  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  to  some  misapprehension  of 
those  instructions  on  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  The  results  have  been 
lamentable.  We  have  been  forced  to 
apologise  to  the  nations  whose  vessels 
have  been  improperly  searched,  and  our 
officers  have  been  discouraged  from  hand- 
ling other  vessels.  Another  mistake  has 
been  the  instruction  that  vessels  should 
not  be  searched  anywhere  except  between 
Aden  and  Delagoa  Bay.  That  is  giving 
up  almost  the  whole  of  the  high  seas  to 
the  runners  of  contraband  of  war.  A 
further  mistake  was  in  saying  we  would 
not  search  mail  steamers  upon  mere  sus- 
picion. That  point  I  dealt  with  the 
other  night.  \  ou  may  have  information, 
but  there  is  nothing  so  suspicious  as  in- 
formation, especially  when  it  comes  from 
such  a  source  as  that  from  which  came 
the  information  that  misled  our  officers  on 
the  recent  occasion — namely,  the  enemy. 
Finally,  there  is  the  undertaking  that  we 
will  agree  to  arbitration  as  to  the  amount 
of  compensation  to  be  given.  That  is  a 
most  extraordinary  interference  with  the 
Admiralty   Court.     To  take  away  from 

Mr.  Gilhon  Bowles. 


the  Prize  Court  the  right  always  inherent 
in  it  of  settling  the  compensation  to  be 
given  where  wrong  has  been  done  is  a 
very  strange  and  novel  principle,  as  to 
which  I  hope  we  shall  have  some  ex- 
planation. 1  repeat  that  I  very  much 
regret  I  made  an  allusion  which  wounded 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  can  assure 
him  I  intended  it  only  as  a  little  joke, 
but  I  do  regret  the  absence  of  Lord 
Charles  Beresf  ord.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
express  very  temperately  the  views  I  very 
strongly  entertain,  because  I  feel  that 
upon  the  traiiung  of  the  men  of  the  Nary 
more  than  anything  else  depends  the 
future  of  the  Navy  itself. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  My  hon.  friend  has 
brought  five  indictments  against  me,  and 
I  think  I  can  remove  his  impression  with 
regard  to  two  if  not  three  of  them. 
W  ith  reference  to  the  introduction  of  the 
new  system  of  taking  somewhat  older 
boys,  I  hope  the  point  has  been  nearly 
reached  when  that  system  may  be 
changed.  At  the  same  time  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  that  system  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  and 
elsewhere,  and  has  been  extremely  well 
reported  upon.  There  has  been  no  de- 
terioration at  all. 

Commander  BETHELL:  Has  the 
system  been  successful  in  getting  the 
number  of  boys  required  ? 

Mr.      GOSCHEN:     The    Admiralty 
;  obtain  quite   as   many  boys  as  they  re- 
quire.    My  hon.  friend  asks  me  a  question 
I  with  reference   to  the   "  Britannia,"  but 
!  whatever  the  demerits  of  the  system  may 
'  be,  it  has  increased  very  much  the  supply 
!  of  officers  at  a  time  when  the  Navy  has 
!  been  extremely  short  of  them.    I  have 
|  over  and  over  again  made  inquiries  of  the 
i  commanders  of  ships    when   they  have 
:  come   back   from  foreign  stations  as  to 
whether  they  have  found  any  deteriora- 
tion in  the  junior  officers  under  them,  and 
in  no  one  case  has  a  statement  been  made 
:  which  supports  the  opinion  held  by  my 
i  hon.    friend.     Generally    speaking,   the 
reports  with  regard  to  these  officers  have 
!  been  extremely  satisfactory.     The  system 
•  has  enabled  the  Admiralty  to  introduce 
!  180  cadets  every  year  instead  of  120,  and 
there  is  always  keen  competition  for  the 
vacancies  on  the  "  Britannia."    A*  to  the 
question  of  a  training  squadron,  my  own 
impression  is  in  favour   of  it ;    but  the 
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strange  fact  is  this — that  officers  of  great 
experience  have  said  they  cannot  see  any 
difference  whatever  in  the  men  who  come 
from  a  training  squadron  and  those  who 
do  not.  Three  Commanders-in-Chief  have 
taken  the  view  that  a  training  squadron 
is  not  necessary,  and  the  bulk,  or  at  all 
events  a  very  large  number,  of  the  officers 
are  not  satisfied  that  the  training  squadron 
is  necessary  or  that  it  produces  better 
results.  I  think  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind  I  ought  to  follow  generally  the 
authority  of  my  naval  colleagues  rather 
than  to  be  carried  away  by  theoretical 
views  of  my  own,  even  strengthened  as 
I  am  by  my  hon.  friend.  Let  me  call  the 
attention  of  my  hon.  friend  to  this  fact. 
In  the  case  of  officers  of  the  present  day 
there    is    a    kind   of   training   which   is 


shortly  be  laid  before*  the  House,  from 
which  my  hon.  friend  will  be  able  to 
gather  what  those  instructions  are,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  that 
my  hon.  friend  should  refer  to  those 
Papers  than  that  I  should  make  a  state- 
ment. Our  naval  officers  are  placed  in  an 
extremely  difficult  position,  as  well  as  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Admiralty ;  for  the 
position  is  complicated  by  circumstances 
which  might  never  again  arise.  Not  only 
is  this  the  first  time  for  years  and  years 
when  a  question  of  contraband  had  arisen, 
but  we  are  at  war  with  an  inland  State 
to  which  access  was  gained  from  the  sea 
through  a  small  portion  of  a  neutral 
State.  This  naturally  has  given  rise  to  a 
■  state  of  things  which  has  given  some 
trouble  in  connection  with  the  searching 


extremely  valuable  to  them,  and  which  j  of  ships,  and  I  think  my  hon.  friend  will 

find  from  a  perusal  of  the  Papers  that 
every  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
consequences  he  fears  might  follow  on  the 
action  of  our  officers. 


tries  their  nerves  very  effectually — I  mean 
the  training  in  destroyers — and  the  way 
in  which  many  of  these  young  officers 
who  have  not  had  the  training  my 
hon.  friend  desires  handle  their  torpedo 
boats  and  destroyers  excites  the 
admiration  of  many  men  in  the  mercantile 
marine.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  the 
officers  have  gone  through  the  training 
squadron,  and  the  fact  that  our  ships  of 
war  are  able  to  enter  foreign  ports  with- 
out the  assistance  of  a  pilot  shows  that 


xMr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  The  other  day  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  a  statement  would  be 
made  as  to  the  position  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  that  an  explanation  would  be  given 


they  are  able  to  perform  their  varied  as  to  what  is  intended  to  be  done  by  the 
duties  in  a  manner  which  is  most  credit-  Admiralty  with  regard  to  the  Catholic- 
able  to  the  Navy.  I  cannot  understand  j  Church  in  this  matter.  I  asked  a  question 
how  the  rumour  has  got  abroad  that  ships  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  a  few 
are  less  at  sea  now  than  they  used  to  be.  ;  days  ago  on  this  subject,*  and  the  reply 
I  do  not  know  to  what  date  my  hon.  which  he  gave  to  me  led  to  some  misun- 
friend  alludes,  or  whether  he  means  ten  derstanding  amongst  those  interested  in 
years  or  five  years  ago.  On  the  contrary,  this  matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  can  say  with  confidence  that  they  are  said  the  Admiralty  had  made  ai  range- 
more,  rather  than  less,  at  sea  now  than  ments  which  had  met  with  the  approval 
when  I  first  took  office.  There  has  been  .  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy,  and  practically 
no  diminution  whatever,  and  I  believe  the  that  nothing  more  was  to  be  done, 
admirals  put  those  under  them  through 

more  tactics  and  naval  exercises  than  they  Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  No,  I  did  not  say 
used  to  do.  Notwithstanding  the  enor- !  that  they  had  met  with  their  approval,  if 
mous  price  of  coal  at  the  present  time,  I  ( I  conveyed  that  impression  it  was  not 
can  assure  my  hon.  friend  that  no  hint  what  I  intended.  I  cannot  remember  the 
has  ever  been  given  to  any  admiral  to  exact  words  which  I  used,  but  I  stated 
lessen  the  exercise  of  his  ships  at  sea  in  i  that  the  matter  had  been  settled  in  con- 
consequence  of  the  high  price  of  coal.     If    sultation  with  the  clerical  authorities. 


my  hon.  friend  looks  at  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates in  regard  to  the  consumption  of 
coal  he  will  be  satisfied  that  there  has  , 
been  no  stinting  whatever  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  last  point  touched  by  my  hon. 
friend  has  reference  to  the  instructions 
given  to  naval  officers  as  regards  contra- 
band of  war.     Papers  on  that  subject  will 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  What 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  stated 
is,  to  some  extent,  a  justification  of  the 
statement  which  I  made  a  moment  ago 
that  some  misunderstanding  exists  on  this 

*  See  page  371  of  this  Volume  (19  Feb.). 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  j  that   Catholic   chaplains  should    not    he 
-■■'■•  *  placed  on  an  equality  with  the  chaplains 

of    other    denominations.     I    am    much 


matter. 

he  did  not  state  that  he  made  arrange- 
ments which  had  the  approval  of  the 
Catholic  hierarchy,  but  he  certainly  led 
us  to  understand  that  the  arrangements 
which  had  been  come  to  were  made  in 
consultation  with  the  Catholic  hierarchy, 
and  consequently  they  were  satisfactory. 
Such  undoubtedly  is  not  the  case,  because, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  already  knows, 
no  later  than  the  other  day  a  very  strong 
statement  was  made  on  this  question  of  i  Worcestershire,  E.) 
Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Navy  by  so  high    tion  was  discussed  on 


am 

interested  to  hear  the  answer  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  because  on  it  will  depend 
whether  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  will  take  further  action  in 
this  matter. 


The  CIVIL 
RALTY     (Mr. 


LORD   of  the  ADMl- 

Austen  Chamberlain, 

When    this   qucs- 

previous  occasions, 


an  authority  as  Cardinal  Logue  in  Ireland,  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  of 
who  even  went  to  the  length  of  pointing  .  the  Admiralty  expressed  his  sympathy 
out  to  the  parents  of  Catholic  children  in  !  with  the  views  put  forward  on  behalf  of 
Ireland  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  (  Roman  Catholics  in  the  Navy,  and  his 
religion  of  their  children  if  they  allowed  '  great  anxiety  to  meet  them  as  far  as 
them  to  join  the  Royal  Navy.  I  do  sub-  possible.  The  subject  is  one  of  very 
mit  that,  when  you  have  an  ecclesiastic  ,  considerable  difficulty,  as  I  think  the 
of  the  high  authority  of  Cardinal  Logue  hon.  Member  himself  will  be  prepared  to 
in  Ireland  making  a  statement  calculated  i  acknowledge.  I  have  not,  however,  risen 
to  discourage  the  Catholics  of  the  country  •  for  the  purpose  of  referring  again  to  the 
from  joining  the   Navy   on  the   ground  ,  old  difficulty,  but  rather  to  tell  the  hon. 

Member  what  we  have  done.  We  have 
been  in  communication  with  certain 
authorities  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
with  a  view  to  arranging  a  more  satis- 
factory method  for  meeting  the  religious 
needs  of   Roman   Catholic    officers   and 


that  no  provision  is  made  for  their  spiritual 
needs  and  welfare,  it  is  quite  time  for  the 
Admiralty  to  pay  serious  attention  to  the 
matter.  1  do  not  propose  to  enter  at  length 
into  the  grievances  of  Catholics  on  this  mat- 
ter, because  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  has  over  and  over  again 
placed  them  before  the  Committee.  All 
that  we  claim  is  that  Catholic  chaplains 
in  the  Navy  should  be  put  on  the  same 
level  as  Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Army. 
In  the  Army  there  is  no  complaint  what- 
ever in  this  matter.  Catholic  chaplains 
have  a  recognised  status  ;  they  hold  com- 
missions, their  position  is  well  defined, 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  they  are  treated  in 

every  respect  as  are  chaplains  of  other  :  of  the  difficulties  of  dealing  satisfactorily 
denominations.  That  is  not  the  case  in  !  with  this  question,  and  it  appears  to  he 
the  Navy.  Catholic  chaplains  are  not  on  i  very  difficult  to  find  any  central  authority 
the  same  footing  as  Protestant  chaplains,  I  empowered  to  speak  for  the  Roman 
and  are  not  given  the  same  facilities  for  j  Catholic  Church.  We  have  tried  to 
ministering  to  their  co-religionists. 


men. 

Mr.  AVILLIAM  REDMOND:  Have 
you  been  in  consultation  with  the  Irish 
hierarchy  as  well  as  with  the  English 
hierarchy  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  No. 
Sir ;  we  have  had  no  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  Irish  hierarchy.     It  is  one 


Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne): 
They  are,  when  in  harbour. 


deal  with  the  Roman  -Catholics  m 
the  same  spirit  and  as  far  as 
possible  in  the  same  way  as  we 
I  have  dealt  with  the  Wesleyans  and 
\  the  Presbyterians.  In  the  case  of  the 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  It  ]  Wesleyans  we  were  much  assisted  by  the 
occasionally  happens  that  a  man  may  '  fact  that  they  have  an  association  with  a 
require  religious  ministration  when  he  ;  permanent  secretary,  who  was  able  to 
is  not  in  harbour.  You  cannot  expect  j  keep  us  fully  informed  as  to  their  views, 
a  man  not  to  want  religious  ministra-  '  and  with  whom  we  were  able  to  arrange 
tion  except  when  he  is  riding  at  anchor.  ;  I  wish  there  were  some  similar  Roman 
Considering  the  number  of  Catholics  I  Catholic  association  whose  views  wouW 
in  the  Navy,  I  think  it  is  not  in  be  binding  over  the  whole  Roman  Catholic 
accordance  with   the  spirit  of  the    age  \  Church,  and  who  would  have  authority  to 

Mr.  William  Redmond. 
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tpeak  for  it.  No  little  part  of  our  diffi-  the  men  of  the  Fleet  a  further  special 
mlty  has  been  that  after  we  had  arranged  >  payment  is  made.  I  think,  therefore, 
x>  meet  the  views  of  what  we  believed  to  .  the  hon.  Member  will  see  that  we  have 
3e  the  highest  authorities  of  the  Roman  !  done  our  best  to  meqt  the  wishes  and 
Catholic  Church  in  England,  we  found  ■  needs  of  Roman  Catholics  in  the.  Fleet, 
rther  authorities  claiming  the  right  to  i  We  have  proceeded  on  exactly  the  same 
speak  in  respect  of  particular  cases,  and  lines  as  in  the  case  of  the  Wesleyans  and 
who  did  not  consider  themselves  bound  i  Presbyterians,  except  that  the  grants  to 
by  the  opinions  of  the  authorities  we  Roman  Catholics  are  more  numerous  than 
bad  consulted.  j  the  grants  to  either  the  Wesleyans  or  the 

Presbyterians,  and  even  more  numerous 

Dr.  FOX  (King's  County,  Tullamore)  :.i'than  to  the  two  combined. 
Do  not  the  vast  majority  of  the  Catholic 

sailors  in  the  Navy  come  from  Ireland  1  Mr.   WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Is  not 

the  complaint  that  there  are  no  Catholic 

Mr.     AUSTEN      CHAMBERLAIN  :    chaplains  on  board  ships  in  the  Navy  left 
Yes ;  but  the  hon.  Member  will  see  that .  unmet  I     May  I  ask  if  the  rank  of  the 
in  order  to  deal  freely  and  fully  with  this    Catholic  chaplains  is  the  same  as  that  of 
matter  it  is  important,  if  possible,  that  the  i  the  Protestant  chaplains  ? 
persons  representing  the  Roman  Catholic 

Church  should  have  easy  access  to  the  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes, 
Admiralty  and  that  the  Admiralty  should  j  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the  question 
have  easy  access  to  them.  Unfortunately  of  Roman  Catholic  chaplains  with  the  Fleet 
we  cannot  find  in  Ireland  an  authority  to  j  at  sea  is  left  untouched.  That  is  another 
whom  that  would  apply.  We  have  no  j  branch  of  the  subject.  On  previous  occa- 
desire  to  exclude  the  views  of  the  Roman  !  sions  my  right  hon.  friend  stated  his 
Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  from  our  con-  anxiety  to  do  what  he  could,  but  at  the 
sideration,  but  from  the  circumstances  of  !  same  time  he  pointed  out  the  difficulties 
the     case     the    communications,    .often    in  the   way.      We  cannot  undertake  to 


verbal,  must  be  made  and  the  decision 
arrived   at   in  London.     Now,  what  we 


find  accommodation  on  board  our  ships  for 
Presbyterian,     Wesleyan,     and     Roman 


have  endeavoured  to  do  is  to  give  Catholic  chaplains.  The  proportion  of 
fixed  allowances  to  Roman  Catholic  Roman  Catholics  in  the  Navy  is  about 
priests  for  ministering  to  the  Fleet  at ;  eight  per  cent.,  that  of  Wesleyans  about 
all  our  principal  depots  throughout  the  I  six  per  cent.,  and  tbat  of  Presbyterians 
world.  We  have  arranged  twenty-one  of  something  less.  Roman  Catholic  officers 
these  fixed  allowances,  varying  from  £200  !  in  the  Navy  would  be  the  first 
in  the  case  of  each  of  our  three  great !  to  admit  that  it  is  impossible  to 
home  depots — Portsmouth,  Devonport,  j  make  arrangements  by  which  Roman 
and  Chatham — and  also  Malta,  down  to  Catholic  chaplains  should  be  borne  on  a 
£25,  which  is  really  only  a  grant-in-aid  j  ship's  books  or  be  accommodated  on 
given  to  Army  chaplains  for  receiving  '  board  ship  at  sea.  Arrangements  might 
Roman  Catholics  from  the  Fleet  at  their  i  be  made  for  Roman  Catholic  priests  to 
services.  The  chaplains  at  Portsmouth  I  accompany  or  follow  the  fleets,  and  remain 
and  Devonport  begin  at  £175  a  year,  (  at  the  places  9  where  the  fleets  have  a 
rising  after  five  years  to  £200.  They  i  station,  so  as  to  be  handy  for  service, 
are  established  officers,  and  when  they  j  We  did  that  in  the  Mediterranean  last 
retire  they  will  receive  a  pension  on  !  year,  and  though  the  results  were  not  all 
the  ordinary  conditions.  The  chaplains  I  that  could  have  been  desired,  I  hope  that 
at  Chatham  and  Malta  are  paid  on  the  j  they  will  be  satisfactory  next  year.  The 
same  scale,  but  are  not  entitled  to  Hon.  Member  alluded  to  a  pastoral  which 
pensions.  Altogether  there  are  four  allow-  Cardinal  Logue  issued  the  other  day,  a 
ance8of  from  £175  to  £200,  four  of  £100,  !  notice  of  which  I  admit  I  saw  in  the 
three  of  £75,  five  of  £50,  and  smaller  ;  newspapers  with  the  most  profound 
grants.  Where  no  fixed  allowance  is  regret.  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
given,  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  is  '  Cardinal,  seeing  the  attempt  which  the 
paid  for  the  services  he  renders  to  the  I  Board  of  Admiralty  has  made  to  meet  the 
men  of  the  Fleet  in  proportion  to  the  ;  wishes  of  his  church,  will  see  fit  to  with- 
jiumber  of  men  to  whom  he  ministers,    draw  the  opinion  he  has  expressed.   I  can 


and  if  the  service  is  a  special  service  for 


only  say  that  if  that  opinion  were  to  be 
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moments  ago  by  the  Civil  Lord,  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  since  the 
"  Black  Prince "  has  been  stationed  at 
Queenstown  permanently  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  Admiralty  have  been  realised, 
and  the  experiment  proved  perfectly 
successful. 

Mk.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
There  is  at  present  no  reason  to  consider 
the  removal  of  the  "  Black  Prince,"  as  a 
very  satisfactory  class  of  boys  is  being 
obtained.  If,  in  consequence  of  the 
advice  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
friends,  those  boys  cease  to  enter  the 
Navy  at  Queenstown,  then  the  "  Black 
Prince"  will  have  to  be  removed  else- 
where, but  I  hope  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  will  never  arise. 

Captain  DON  ELAN:  As  the  Irish 
boys  have  turned  out  quite  satisfactory 
as  naval  recruits 


CHAMBERLAIN 


Mr.    AUSTEN 
Hear,  hear  ! 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  the  claim  of  the 
Catholic  chaplain  of  Queenstown,  whose 
duties  have  been  considerably  increased 
within  the  last  few  years,  and  whose 
allowance  would  be  larger  if  calculated 
upon  the  old  capitation  basis.  I  do  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  favourable  consideration 
as  to  this. 

Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  There 
is  no  doubt  great  anxiety  that  a  certain 
number  of  Irish  boys  should  go  into  the 
service,  but  the  Government  is  not  dis- 
posed to  consider  the  religious  views  of 
these  boys.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  wants 
these  boys  to  enter  the  service  then  he 
must  respect  their  religious  convictions. 
It  is  absolutely  absurd  to  say  "  we  want 
the  boys,  but  we  do  not  want  their  priests 
to  intrude  on  the  ship."  That  view  is 
bigoted  to  a  degree. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  do  not 
represent  a  seaport  constituency,  and  I 
am  very  glad  of  it  on  this  occasion, 
because  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  any 
constituents  of  mine  go  into  the  Navy  to 
be  treated  in  Ehe  way  they  evidently 
would  be  by  officers  like  the  hon.  and 
gallant  bigot  who  addressed  us  a  while 

CHAIR^IAN:     Order,    order! 
Ma  not  a  proper  expression  to  use. 
Donelan 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  with- 
draw the  expression  "  bigot."  The  diffi- 
culty of  Irish  Catholics  in  speaking  here 
is  that  even  gentlemen  who  ought  to 
understand  better  than  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  never  seem  to  learn 
anything  in  this  House.  We  are  sick  of 
hearing  your  profession  of  a  desire  to 
treat  everyone  in  religious  matters  on  an 
equality.  As  soon  as  a  Roman  Catholic 
question  arises  the  Government  is  dead 
against  any  concession  lieing  made.  We 
are  tired  of  listening  to  praise  and  flatten* 
of  the  gallant  Irish  soldiers  and  sailors ;  if 
it  is  worth  while  having  Irishmen  with 
your  flag  you  ought  to  give  them  the  con- 
solations of  their  religion.  If  these  are 
not  afforded  them  it  will  act  as  a  deterrent 
to  their  entering  the  service.  We  all 
recognise  the  proper  spirit  in  which  the 
Civil  Lord  has  approached  the  subject. 
Apparently  he  was  not  satisfied  with  his 
own  statement.  He  only  talked  of  it  as 
the  best  that  could  be  done  for  the 
present,  and  he  almost  gave  me  reason  to 
think  that  if  he  and  the  Admiralty  got 
the  opportunity  they  would  go  further. 
Irishmen  are  largely  taxed  in  cash  as  well 
as  in  blood,  and  we  hold  that  if  you  take 
Irishmen  into  your  Navy  you  should  give 
them  the  same  facilities  for  practising 
their  religion  as  are  given  to  others.  We 
are  told  you  make  provision  for  the 
Catholic  sailor  when  he  goes  ashore,  but 
surely  in  that  case  he  can  easily  go  to  any 
place  of  worship  he  likes.  Then  we  are 
told  there  is  no  room  on  board  ships  for 
priests,  but  the  room  that  is  used  for  the 
exercise  of  one  religion  can  l>e  used  for 
the  exercise  of  another,  just  the  same  as 
is  done  in  your  gaols.  To  tell  a  young 
man  going  into  the  Navy  that  he  is  not 
to  have  proper  religious  attention  is  to 
tell  him  a  very  serious  thing.  The  greatest 
terror  you  can  put  before  an  Irish  Catholic 
is  to  tell  him  he  will  die  without  the 
priest.  If  a  man  is  to  be  executed 
on  the  scaffold,  he  has  the  advantage  of 
having  the  priest ;  but  in  the  Navy  he  i* 
not  to  have  that  advantage  because  it 
might  cost  you,  perhaps,  £100  a  year  per 
ship.  That  is  not  my  view  of  the  best 
way  to  induce  Irishmen  to  enter  the 
Navy.  The  criticisms  passed  upon 
Cardinal  Logue  are  most  absurd,  and  can 
only  emanate  from  people  who  do  not 
understand  the  duty  of  a  bishop 
or  a  priest.  The  bishop  is  bouiw 
to  tell  his  people  not  to  go  on  board  ship 
or  anywhere  else  where  they  incur  risk  to 
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their  immortal  souls.  He  would  fail  in 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  do  it.  Wherever 
Catholics  go,  they  should  look  forward  to 
having  provision  for  receiving  spiritual 
consolation  when  the  hour  of  death 
arrives.  It  will  be  our  duty,  on  every 
9Ccasion  that  arises  here,  to  keep  this 
question  pressed  upon  your  attention 
until  equality  is  dealt  out  to  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  Navy  as  well  as 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  said  he  wished  to  support  as 
strongly  as  he  could  the  views  as  to  the 
training  of  seamen  expressed  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Admiral  the  Member  for 
Eastbourne,  on  that  side  of  the  House.  He 
felt  that  the  saving  of  the  cost  of  such 
training  was  very  poor  economy  indeed, 
and  he  thoiight  he  had  some  right  to 
address  the  House  on  the  matter  because 
he  had  been  connected  all  his  life  with 
shipping  matters,  and  he  knew  something 
of  training  vessels  of  every  description. 
He  was  certain  that  the  North  German 
Lloyd's,  who  had  a  training  vessel  of 
their  own,  were  very  wise  and  sensible 
people,  and,  as  they  were  very  closely 
connected  with  the  German  Government, 
in  training  sailors  for  their  own  service 
they  were  also  training  them  for  the 
German  navy.  The  English  companies 
did  not  do  it,  as  a  rule,  because  they  said 
they  could  not  afford  it,  but  it  was  the  right 
thins  to  do.  Any  shipowner  who  under- 
stood his  business,  the  man  who  wished 
to  have  his  ships  well  sailed  or  desired 
them  to  go  safely,  who  took  a  pride  in 
his  business  and  understood  it,  would  not, 
if  he  could  help  it,  employ  anybody  who 
had  only  been  trained  in  a  steamship ;  he 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  man  most 
Likely  to  navigate  his  ship  safely  was  the 
man  who  had  had  a  sea-going  experience 
in  sailing  vessels.  The  best  sailors  of  the 
present  day  were  the  men  who  had  been 
trained  in  the  small  vessels  running 
round  our  coasts — the  fishermen  class 
ind  those  employed  in  larger  sailing 
vessels.  The  number  of  men  of 
khat  class  was,  unhappily,  diminishing 
From  the  circumstance  that  steamers 
jould  be  navigated  so  cheaply,  whilst 
sailing  vessels  found  it  difficult  to  make  a 
iving.  That  was  a  national  misfortune, 
ind  as  time  went  on,  unless  the  Navy 
igain  reverted  to  the  system  of  training 
x>ys  in  training  ships  and  sending  them 
»  sea,  the  time  would  come  when  our 


ships  of  war  would  be  manned  not  by 
sailors  so  much  as  by  men  who  were 
gunners,  who,  however,  would  be  more 
efficient  if  they  were  brought  up  in  sailing 
vessels.  He  spoke  with  some  knowledge 
of  what  was  required,  and  he  wished  in 
the  strongest  possible  manner  to  em- 
phasise the  views  with  regard  to  the 
importance  of  training  sailors  expressed 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  the 
Member  for  Eastbourne. 

Mr.  E.  J.  0.  MORTON  (Devonport) 
said  it  was  notorious  that  not  a  year  ago 
there  was  considerable   difficulty  on  the 
part    of    the    Admiralty    in    getting    a 
sufficient  number  of  naval  shipwrights  to 
serve  the  Fleet.     This  class  of  men  had 
certain  grievances  and  had  made  certain 
complaints.     He  knew  that  some  of  these 
grievances — or  alleged  grievances— were 
extremely  difficult  to  meet,  some  of  them, 
perhaps,  could  not  be  met  at  all.     But  it 
was  undoubtedly   due  to  their  feeling  of 
having  these  grievances   that  the  Admi- 
ralty were  unable  to  get  a  sufficiency  of 
naval   shipwrights.      Trades    unions,  on 
being  applied  to  for  advice,  had  advised 
their  men  that  the  conditions  of  service 
were   such   that  they  would   not  recom- 
mend them,  in  their  own  interest,  to  take 
service  arioat    in    Her    Majesty's   ships. 
That  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  extremely 
serious  state  of  things.  The  first  question 
he  desired   to   ask  the  First   Lord  was 
whether  the  plan  introduced  about  a  year 
I  ago  had  succeeded  by  which  one  hundred 
I  and  fifty  naval  shipwrights  were   to  be 
;  taught  as  boys  over  a  shorter  period  of 
j  apprenticeship.     Had  the  Admiralty  got 
i  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  boys  expected, 
;  or  was  it  the  fact,  as  he  understood,  that 
j  they  had   not  secured  more  than  twenty 
I  or   thirty  boys  1     The   second   question 
:  related  to  warrant  officers  in  the  Navy, 
I  and  this  was  a  matter  which  had   been 
'  brought  forward  every  year  since  he  had 
i  had  a  seat  in  the  House.     Those  officers 
were  at  least  equal  in  ability,  in  training, 
and  in  the  earnestness  which  they  brought 
to  their  work,  to  any  men  in  the  Army  : 
but  while  there  was  a  career  in  the  Army 
open  to  a  man  along  the  quartermaster 
line  of  promotion,   by   which  he   might 
rise  from  the  ranks  to  become  captain, 
retiring  with  the  honorary  rank  of  major, 
there  was  no  similar  line  of  promotion  in 
the  Navy.      It  was  once  promised  that 
such  a  line  should  be  opened,  but  nothing 
had  been  done,  and  he  therefore  again 
pressed  for  an  assurance  on  the  subject. 
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*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs)  , 
said  he  had  listened  with  extreme  regret 
to  the  speeches  made  by  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland.  No  doubt  it  was  very 
desirable  that  their  countrymen  should 
have  the  consolations  of  their  religion, 
but  the  position  they  took  up  was  an  im- 
practicable one.  If  they  were  going  to 
have  chaplains  for  Roman  Catholics  (as 
Irish  Members  insisted)  on  every  war-  ' 
ship,  then  Scotsmen  would  insist  on 
having  their  Presbyterian  chaplains. 
Presbyterians  sent  more  men  to  the  Navy 
than  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  and 
Wesley ans  and  Methodists  sent  ten  times 
as  many.  It  would  be  practically  impos- ; 
sible  to  send  chaplains  belonging  to  all 
these  different  denominations,  and  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  must  see  the 
position  they  took  up  was  illogical.  They 
should,  as  in  olden  times,  make  the  chap- 
lains the  church  militant — they  should 
make  them  fight  as  well  as  preach — 
because,  if  all  denominations  were  to  be 
represented,  they  would  form  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  crew. 

Mr.    WILLIAM    REDMOND:     The 

Catholic  priests  have  fought. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  am 
sorry  the  great  Protestant  religion  is 
divided  into  so  many  segments.  With 
regard  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  it 
is  different — it  is  one  and  universal,  there 
are  no  sections  in  it  and  they  all  believe 
the  same  thing.  I  believe  the  Admiralty 
object  to  appointing  more  Catholic  chap- 
lains. You  have  Protestant  and  Catholic 
chaplains  in  the  force.  Those  Protestant 
chaplains  are  commissioned  officers.  I 
want  to  know  whether  the  Admiralty 
will  appoint  the  present  Roman  Catholic 
chaplains  in  the  Navy  to  the  same  posi- 
tion as  that  held  by  Protestant  chap- 
lains ;  they  ought  certainly  to  be  of  equal 
status. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.)  urged  upon  the  Admiralty  the 
desirability  of  placing  a  training  ship  in 
the  Belfast  Lough,  where  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  large  num- 
ber of  boys  suitable  for  training.  The 
importance  of  such  a  step  had  been 
pressed  for  several  sessions,  and  he  hoped 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  would 
use  his  influence  to  obtain  the  realisation 
of  this  long-felt  desire. 

Mr.  POWER  pointed  out  that  inas- 
much as  Roman  Catholics  believed  in  con- 


fession, the  presence  of  a  minister  was 
absolutely  necessary.  Some  answer  to  the 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Clare  was  certainly  required,  as  it  was 
not  right  that  a  badge  of  inferiority  should 
be  put  upon  the  Roman  Catholic  chap- 
lains attached  to  the  Fleet. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
cannot  hold  out  any  hope  that  the  expec- 
tations or  desires  just  expressed  will  be 
fulfilled.  I  have  already  explained  to  the 
Committee  that  the  position  of  these 
Roman  Catholic  priests  is  altogether 
different  from  the  position  of  the  chap 
lains,  though  I  cannot  for  one  moment 
admit  that  in  any  sense  a  badge  of 
inferiority  attaches  to  them.  The  power 
which  the  Admiralty  can  exercise  over 
them  is  altogether  different  in  the  case 
of  these  priests  from  the  case  of  the 
chaplains  serving  afloat  with  the  ships. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  hold 
out  any  hope  that  their  position  will  be 
altered. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Thekat 
few  words  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  make 
it  almost  necessary  that  we  should  take 

i  a  division  on  this  Vote.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman told  us  in  the  plainest  terms  that 
the  Admiralty  will  not  grant  to  Catholic 

•  priests  serving  as  chaplains  to  the  forces 
of  the  Navy  the  same  position  and  rank 
as    that    granted    to    ministers    in  the 

j  service  of  the  Church  of  England.  He  says 

;  that  no  stigma  of  inferiority  is  cast  upon 

,  the  Catholic  priests  in  this  matter.  I  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  him.  Tnere  is  no 
reason  whatever  why  the  Catholic  priest 
in  the  pay  of  and  serving  the  Navy  should 
be  in  the  position  of  not  being  a  commis- 
sioned officer,  while  Church  of  England 
ministers  are  commissioned  officers.  On 
the  face  of  it,  it  is  unjust  and  unfair.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  does  not  see  his 
way  to  increase  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  priests  in  the  Navy.  I  am  sorry 
for  that.  If  the  Presbyterians  do  not 
seem  particularly  anxious  about  having 
more  chaplains,  that  is  no  reason  why  v* 
should  not  have  more.  We  hold  our  own 
views,  and  we  do  not  follow  the  example 

.  and  precepts  of  any  particular  section  of 

,  people  in  this  matter.  We  are  told  that 
amongst    the    crews    of    the    ships  the 

1  Catholics  are  so  few  that  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable to  ask  the  Admiralty  to  ship 

j  Catholic  chaplains  for  their  special  service. 

:  But  if  we  cannot  have  more  chaplains,  it 
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i  be  said  that  we  are  unreasonable        Mr.   WILLIAM    REDMOND :  I  beg 
ng  that  the  present  Roman  Catholic    to   move    to   reduce   sub-head   "  D  "   by 


ins  attached  to  the  naval  service 
receive  the  same  rank  and  have 
line  position  as  the  ministers  be- 
g  to  the  Church  of  England.  Should 
n  order,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  moving 
iction  under  the  sub-head  at  which 
re  now  arrived  1 


:    CHAIRMAN:    Sub-head 
to  the  marines  only. 


D" 


WILLIAM  REDMOND :    I   beg 
)ve   to   reduce   sub-head  "D"    by 

:  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  think  the 
m     of     chaplains    arises    on    sub- 


£100,  in  respect  of  the  service  of  the 
marines.  Surely  I  am  in  order  in  moving 
that! 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Not  after  a  dis- 
cussion has  taken  place  on  another 
matter.  The  hon.  Member  might  perhaps 
move  a  reduction  on  the  whole  Vote. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  move  a  reduction  of  £1,000  on  the 
whole  Vote. 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question 
put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£5,526,000,  be  granted  for  the  said 
service." — {Mr.  fFUliam  Redmond.) 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  28  ; 
Noes,  173.     (Division  List  No.  47.) 


,m,  Wra.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

*e,  Robert 

,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Edward 

Daniel 

,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

i,  P.  C. 

r.  Joseph  Francis 

.ill,  Rt.  Hon.CharlesH. 

e,  Denis 


AYES. 

Lloyd-George,  David 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Dennott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  \V.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John 
O'Malley,  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh?.) 
Runciman,  Walter 
Sullivan,  D.  (Weatmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


>,  Hon.  George 

on,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

,  Sir  John  ( Yorkshire) 

John  (reorge Alexander 

Sir  John 

•es,  Ijord 

n,  Alfred 

r,tU.Hn.A.J.  (Manch'r) 

ry,  Frederick  George 

,  Frederic  G>irell 

r%  George  C.  T. 

K  Hu.SirM.H. (Bristol) 

I,  Commander 

harles 

ill,  Colonel  Henry 

,  Thomas  Dolling 

►is,  Edmund 

i,T.Gib*oii(  King'sLvnn) 

;k,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

>r,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

>r,  John  George 

dl,  James 

ell,  J.   H.  M.  (Dublin) 

lish,  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 

r,  F  ederick 

,  Sir  Charles  William 

Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 

Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 

•erlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 

erlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 

n,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 


NOES. 

Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  .John  Charles  R 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
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Kandell,  David 
Keckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l)  i 
Ridley,Rt.Hon.SirMatthewW  | 
Kite  hie,  Kt.  Hon.  ChasThomson  I 
Kol)ert»on,  Herbert  (Hackney)  \ 
Kollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye  I 

Round,  James 

Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone)  ( 

Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Smith,  James Parker(Lanarks) 
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Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Str*n«h 
Stanley,  Sir  Hn.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.(Oxf  d  Univ 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip* 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wrallace,  Robert 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wrebster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lieut.-Col.ACE(Tnt'n 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(BimU 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York*.) 
Wcxleliouse,  RtHn.  E.K.(Bath) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart 
Wyvill,  Manuaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commanded  Berk*, K. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Nors— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr 
Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim, 
S.),  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport,  said  that  the  scheme  with 
regard  to  naval  shipwrights  apprentices 
had  turned  out  perfectly  successful.  Out 
of  the  150  required  last  year,  135  were 
obtained  by  the  31st  December.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  financial  year  the  number  provided 
for  in  the  Estimates  would  be  made  up. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  additional 
pensions  for  chief  petty  officers,  he  re- 
gretted his  inability  to  add  anything 
to  his  statement  at  the  beginning  of  the 
financial  year.  A  scheme  was  drawn  up, 
but  unfortunately  it  did  not  meet  with 
the  approval  of  those  who  had  to  criticise 
it,  certain  defects  being  pointed  out  which 
would  militate  against  its  success. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  AVas 
the  pension  contingent  upon  the  man  con- 
tinuing to  serve  for  another  five  years  1 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  That  was  the 
idea.  With  regard  to  the  promotion  from 
the  ranks,  it  was  incorrect  to  say  that  the 
career  of  a  seaman  on  the  lower  deck 
ended  at  the  rank  of  warrant-officer,  as 
there  were  upwards  of  100  men,  who  had 
been  warrant  officers,  now  holding  com- 
missions and  receiving  higher  pay  and 
higher  pensions.    Allusion  had  been  made 


to  the  promotions  to  quartermasterships 
in  the  Army,  but  that  was  not  at  all 
analogous  to  anything  in  the  Navy.  The 
two  services  were  not  so  analogous  as  to 
present  the  same  opportunities  of  promo 
tion  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  KEARLE\r  asked  whether  it  wa< 
not  the  fact  that  the  officers  referred  to  a< 
having  commissions  held  merely  honorary 
and  not  substantive  rank. 


♦Mr.  MACARTNEY: 
lutely  substantive  rank. 


No,  it  is  abso 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £845,800,  AVorks,  Buildings,  and 
Repairs  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  There  are 
several  points  upon  which  I  should  like 
to  ask  for  a  little  explanation.  The  first 
is  on  page  107.  In  reference  to  the 
increased  sum  for  naval  prisons,  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  any  reduction  of  the 
present  accommodation  elsewhere  is  likely 
to  result  from  this  increased  sum  for 
prison  accommodation,  and  what  the 
meaning  of  the  whole  item  is.  I  observe 
also  that  there  is  an  additional  sum  of 
£2,000  to  be  spent  on  the  prison  at 
Bodmin  for  additional  cell  accommoda- 
tion. I  see  from  the  returns  that  the 
Bodmin  prison  has  not  been  full  for  the 


♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  I  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  as 
to  the  mainland,  and  I  was  referred  to 
the  Admiralty.  I  put  a  question  to  my 
right  hon.  friend  on  this  point,  and  he 
said  that  the  delimitation  had  not  taken 
place. 
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last  couple  of  years.  It  is  capable  of  1  repeat  now,  because  last  year  I  do  not 
holding  seventy-two  prisoners,  but  the  |  think  my  right  hon.  friend  was  in  a  posi- 
average  number  for  the  year  is  only  j  tion  to  answer  it.  I  wish  to  know  has 
sixty-six.  I  had  been  hoping  that  an  j  the  delimitation  of  the  land  frontier  been 
improvement  would  have  been  acknow-  \  made,  and  has  it  been  ascertained  what  is 
lodged  on  all  hands  in  regard  to  the  j  thft  total  mainland  area, 
conduct  of   our  sailors,  and  that  by  de- ' 

grees  we  might  look  to  a  substantial  reduc- 1  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
tion  in  these  items  of  prison  accommodation  ,  Admiralty  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
for  sailors  and  marines,  and  possibly  get  i  mainland, 
rid  of  such  expenditure  altogether.  I 
trust  that  by  the  gradual  tendency  to  re- 
duce sentences  and  the  improvement  in 
the  conduct  of  the  sailors  and  marines, 
we  may  hope  for  a  constant  reduction  of 
this  prison  expenditure,  although  the 
numbers  of  our  sailors  and  marines  are  on 
the  increase.  I  view  with  a  good  deal  of 
jealousy  any  proposals  of  this  kind  which 
appear  to  add  to  our  prison  accommoda-  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
tion,  for  it  assumes  that  there  will  be  an  '  Since  then  the  matter  has  been  handed 
increase  in  our  naval  prisoners.  I  will  over  to  the  War  Office, 
not  pursue  this  topic  further,  but  simply 

ask  for  an  explanation.  Before  I  sit  j  *SlR  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  understand, 
down,  I  should  like  some  explanation  as  to  then,  that  at  that  time  the  Admiralty 
why  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  the  had  charge  of  the  matter,  but  since  then 
training  ship  "  Ganges  "  from  Falmouth  '  they  have  entirely  washed  their  hands  of 
to  Harwich,  rather  than  move  a  ship  from  ,  the  question  of  Wei-hai-wei,  and  that 
Plymouth.  Falmouth  has  long  been  a  now  it  is  a  War  Office  question.  That 
very  desirable  station  for  the  training  of  being  so  I  will  postpone  making  any 
boys,  and  I  am  afraid  that  by  the  removal  \  further  remarks  upon  that  point.  I  do 
of  the  ship  fresh  expenditure  will  have  to  \  not  want  to  press  my  hon.  friend,  but 
be  incurred.  .  if  he  is  willing  to  tell   us   what  is  the 

,  policy  of  the  Admiralty  in  regard  to  this 
♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar-  particular  port,  I  think  it  is  important 
mouth)  :  I  desire  to  ask  one  or  two  ques-  that  he  should  give  us  some  information, 
tions.  I  asked  the  other  day  a  question  '  I  wish  to  express  my  extreme  satisfac- 
about  Wei-hai-wei,  and  the  First  Lord  ;  tion  with  what  is  shown  on  the  estimates, 
had  not  the  opportunity   of  giving  me  a    namely,  that  they  are  going  to  establish 


reply.     I  see  that  on  this  Vote  £13,000  is    a  coal  depfit  at  the  Falkland  Islands. 

to   be   taken,   £7,000   of   which    is    for 

a  naval  depot.     I    see  that  there  is  no        Mr.  KEARLEY :  I  wish   to  ask  the 

expenditure   up   to  the  31st  of    March,    hon.     Gentleman   whether    he    proposes 

therefore  the  £13,000  comes  in  as  begin-    to  make  any  statement  with  regard  to 

ning  next  year.      Before   we   spend  this  !  the  general  policy  of  extending  building 

money   I   think  we   should    have    some  !  slips   in   the   various  dockyards.     Many 

information  as  to  whether  the   Govern-  j  important  extensions  are  now  going  on  for 

ment  have  made  up  their  mind  what  they  i  which  the  money  has  been  voted  under 

are  going  to  do  with  this  port.     I  am  not ;  the  Naval  Works  Act. 

going  to   argue   it,   but   I   am  going  to 

suggest  that  there   are  only  two  courses  j      Mr.     AUSTEN      CHAMBERLAIN  : 

possible,    that  is,   either  to  make   it  a    That  subject  comes  under  Vote  1 2. 

Gibraltar  or  to  spend  no  money  beyond  the  ' 

expense  of  erecting  a  temporary  coal  store.        Mr.   KEARLEY  :  I  think  pier  exten- 

I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  half  way  ;  sions  are  included  in  this  Vote.     Are  we 

between  these  two  courses.     I  think  if  we  I  to  have  a  statement  in  reference  to  the 

are  going  to  embark  upon  any  large  ex-  i  extension  of  building  slips  1 

penditure,  we  are  entitled  to  ask  what  is  j 

the   policy   of  the  Admiralty   there.     I  j      Mr.     AUSTEN      CHAMBERLAIN  : 

asked  a  question  last  year  which  I  will '  No. 
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Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  think  this  is  very  j  seem  to  have  lost  one  of  their  most  valu- 
important,  because  it  has  been  suggested  able  officers  in  Mr.  Riley,  who  has  been 
that  every  opportunity  should  be  taken  absorbed  by  the  London  County  Council, 
by  the  Admiralty  for  extending  their  who  appear  to  be  absorbing  everything 
building  facilities  at  their  own  dockyards,  i  they  can  lay  their  hands  on.  I  am  told 
I  think  we  ought  to  hear  something  as  to  [  that  you  let  him  go  because  he  wanted  a 
the  general  policy  of  the  Admiralty  in  ,  small  increase  of  salary,  which  you  re- 
marrying out  the  building  of  these  slips    fused  to  grant  him,  and  so  you  let  the 


in  their  various  dockyards.  The  question 
of  acquiring  sites  for  rifle  ranges  comes 
under  this  Vote.  On  the  general  ques- 
tion of  ranges  I  made  reference  to  the 
First  Lord's  statement  in  regard  to  the 
difficulties  that  the  Admiralty  were  en- 
countering in  securing  for  the  marines  at 
Plymouth  a  rifle  range.  We  have  had 
no  explanation  of  that,  and  I  would  like 
to  hear  something  on  the  point. 


*  Admiral  FIELD 
provision  of  a  rifle 


we    have 
Jtion     except 


a 
had 


Arisen  with 


no 
that 
the  War 


With  regard  to  the 

range  at  Plymouth 

adequate   explana- 

a     difficulty      has 

Office.     Surely  the 


London  County  Council  engage  him.  I 
do  not  think  this  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  perhaps  I  shall  be  fur- 
nished with  some  adequate  explanation  on 
the  point. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
desire  to  ask  whether  some  information 
can  be  given  to  the  Committee  in  regard 
to  the  expenditure  upon  Wei-hai-wei. 
There  was  £4,500  on  the  Estimates  last 
year  for  dredging  at  Wei-hai-wei,  and  the 
First  Lord  then  made  an  important  state 
ment,  which  has  been  quoted  by  the  hon 
and  gallant  Member  who  has  just  spoken, 
to  the  effect  that  Wei-hai-wei   was  to  be 


Admiralty    have   compulsory  powers   to  I  made  a   secondary    naval    base.      1  see 


purchase,  and  they  ought  to  exercise  it. 

3! y  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member  j 

for  Great  Yarmouth  objects  to  anything 

being    done  at   Wei-hai-wei   beyond  the  » 

erection   of  a   coal   store,    and   he   says  i 

we  have  no  choice  between  either  making  \ 

Wei-hai-wei  a  coal  store  or  making  it  a  ' 

Gibraltar.       I      think      there      is      an : 

intermediate   course    which    might  very  j 

well   be    adopted.     It    is    an   important  j 

secondary  base,  as   was  pointed  out  by  ; 

Lord  Charles  Beresford.     I  am  glad  to  see  j  conduct  among 

that  there  is  a  sum  of  £27,000  put  down  i 

for  naval  depots.      I  wish  the  sum  had  , 

been  larger,  but  perhaps  we  cannot  spend  ! 

more   in   the    time.     Just   as   you   have  | 

made       Portsmouth       into      a      strong 

defensive     position       for      your     Fleet  i 

something   of   the  kind  is   necessary   at 

Wei-hai-wei    to    make    it     of    practical 

service  to  the  squadron  at  that  station. 

A   breakwater    is    required    there,  with 

intermediate    openings     in     it    for    the 

protection      of       the       harbour      from 

torpedo  -  boats.        I     cordially     support 


there  is  now  a  further  sum  of  £13,000— 
£6,000  for  dredging  and  £7,000  for 
establishing  a  naval  depot.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  we  can  have  some  parti- 
culars of  the  work  now  going  on. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
Various  questions  of  detail  have  been 
put  to  me  by  hon.  Members.  I  may  say 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  growth  of  the 
Navy  and  not  to  any  increase  of  mis- 
the  men  that  further 
prison  accommodation  is  found  to  be 
necessary.  The  present  accommodation 
is  not  sufficient  at  all  times  to  accommo- 
date the  number  of  prisoners,  and  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  send  them  to 
civil  gaols,  although  they  had  committed 
only  naval  offences.  I  think  that  i*  a 
very  undesirable  thing  to  do,  and  we  are 
anxious  to  avoid  this  as  much  as  possible 
in  the  future  by  providing  additional 
prison  accommodation  of  our  own.  I 
have  been  asked  a  question  in  regard  to 
the     removal     of     the      training     ship 


the      erection      of    a     coal      depot    at  |  "Ganges,"  and  the  right   hon.  Member 
Falkland   Islands,    and    I    want    to   ask ;     ^         A    A    Al              "          J     '  v 

a  question  about  several  other  places.     I 

understand  that  there  is  to  be  a  dock  laid  [  Admiralty  to  take  that  course.  He  said 


who   asked   the   question   desires  to  be 
informed  of   the  reasons  which  led  the 


down  at  Jamaica  and  Singapore,  and  I  do 
not  see  any  mention  of  it  here  ;  neither 


is  there  any  mention  of  the  progress  that    the  training  ship  "  Ganges  "  at  Falmouth 


that  he  regretted  its  removal,  l>ecause  it 
involved  increased  cost.     The  position  of 


is  being  made  at  the  Hong  Kong  dock.  I 
also  desire  to  express  my  great  regret  that 
the  Works  Department  of  the  Admiralty 


left  a  great  deal  to  bo  desired,  for  not 
only  was  the  position  of  the  ship  one  of 
great    inconvenience,    but    it    seriously 
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affected   the   possibility   of    landing   the ! 
hoys   on    many    days   in   the    year    on  i 
account  of  the  weather,  and  this  affected  ' 
their  health  and  their  opportunities  for  | 
recreation.       Under  these  circumstances  j 
we  were  face  to  face  with  the  necessity  ; 
of     creating    a    new    berth     nearer     to  | 
the  recreation  ground,  and   of    building  ; 
a    new     hospital     more    in     accordance  | 
with    medical    requirements     than     the  j 
loft  over  a  boat  shed  which  has  done  duty  so  l 
long.     The  amount  of   that  expenditure  j 
upon  new  works  is  estimated  at  £20,000,  ; 
but  before  we  incurred  that  expenditure  we  j 
thought  it  right  to  look  into  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  "  Ganges  "  should  be  j 
retained  at  Falmouth.     It  had  not  proved  [ 
very   attractive   as   a   recruiting  station,  | 
and  there  are  other  ships  in  the  west  coun- , 
try  to  take  all  the  local  recruits.  We  found  | 
that  last  year  out  of  300  or  400  boys  only  j 
thirty   were   recruited   locally,   and    the  j 
majority  of  them  came  from  London,  the  . 
Midland  counties,  the   Eastern  counties,  ' 
and  other  parts  of  the  country.  We  found  ] 
also  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  land- 
ing the  boys  in  bad  weather  there  was  a  ; 
very   considerable  sick  list,  and  in   this  | 
respect  the  ship  compared  unfavourably  i 
with  other  ships.     Sooner  than  incur  this 
big  expenditure  at  Falmouth  we  thought 
it  better  to  remove  the  "  Ganges  "  to  a 
new  site,  and  lay  the  money  out  there.    I 
have  received  a  letter   speaking  in    the  ! 
most  satisfactory  terms  of  the  condition  | 
of  the  boys  on  the  ship  in  its  new  posi- 1 
tion  at  Harwich,  which  I  think  will  be  a  | 
great  benefit  to  the  Naval  Service.     My 
hon.    friend    below    the   gangway    who 
spoke  last  inquired  as  to  what  has  been 
done  at  Wei-hai-wei,  and  what  we    pro- 
pose to  do  for  the  future.     I  am  sorry  to 
say    that  I   am  not  in  a  position  to  add 
very  much  to  the  statement  made  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  and  my- 1 
sett  in  the  debate  which  occurred  on  this  ! 
subject  last  year.     Length   of  time  for  I 
communication  on  matters  of  detail  is  one  ! 
difficulty,  and,   in  addition  to  that,  it  is  j 
necessary  in  these  matters  that  this  work  i 
can  only  l>e  undertaken  after  a  very  full ! 
conference  with  the  military  authorities,  I 
and    I   think  hon.   Members  will  under- ! 
stand  that  recent  events  have  rendered  it  | 
impossible  to  have  such  a  conference.     I 
have  been  asked  what  has  been  done  up 
to  the  present  time.     We  have  sent  out  a  i 
dredger  from  Malta,  which  is  steadily  at ; 
work  keeping  the  harbour  to  a  depth  of  30ft. 
Beyond  that  a  further  small  sum,  pro- ! 
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bably  between  £3,000  and  £4,000,  is 
being  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  on  repairs  to  the 
pier,  providing  office  accommodation,  in 
fitting  some  of  the  Chinese  houses  for  the 
reception  of  machinery,  and  in  other 
matters  of  that  kind,  but  the  report  of 
the  year's  work  has  not  yet  been  issued, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  definite  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  asked  for  informa- 
tion about  the  intentions  of  the  Admiralty 
with  reference  to  new  slips.  We  found 
that  with  the  growth  of  ships,  both  in  ton- 
nage and  length,  several  of  our  slips  were 
no  longer  able  to  accommodate  the  largest 
of  our  cruisers  and  l>attleships.  We  are 
therefore  enlarging  some  of  these  slips 
where  it  can  be  done  economically, 
and  we  propose  to  build  new  slips  at 
Chatham  and  Devonport  capable  of  hold- 
ing the  largest  class  of  ship  in  existence, 
or  likely  to  be  constructed.  We  have 
avoided  the  error  of  supposing  that  the 
limit  as  to  length  has  been  reached,  and 
the  slips  will  be  so  arranged  that  they 
can, if  necessary,  be  extended  in  the  future. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  rifle 
range  for  marines.  There  have  been 
most  lamentable  and  heart-breaking 
delays  in  connection  with  that  matter, 
and  I  am  afraid  we  are  not  altogether  at 
the  end  of  them.  The  military  autho- 
rities are  constructing  a  range  on  Dart- 
moor for  military  purposes,  and  we  have 
asked  them  to  negotiate  for  a  range  for 
the  marines  also.  The  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  connection  with  the  acquisition 
of  the  land  has  been  very  great,  and  it  is 
very  unlikely  that  any  work  will  be 
carried  out  during  the  year  1900-1.  I 
believe  the  military  authorities  now  intend 
to  proceed  by  Provisional  Order. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  Would  the  hon. 
Member  state  the  name  of  the  landlord  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
do  not  know  who  the  landlord  is,  but  I 
think  it  is  a  case  where  several  interests 
are  involved.  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  the  negotiations,  as  the 
military  authorities  are  carrying  them  out , 
and  it  is  obviously  desirable  that  they 
should  be  conducted  by  one  Department. 
As.  to  the  expenditure  under  the  Naval 
Works  Act,  the  progress  of  the  work  has 
been  pretty  fully  described  in  the  state- 
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mcnt  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  a  Return  of  the  estimated  expenditure 
for  the  financial  year  will  be  issued 
shortly.  As  to  Mr.  Riley,  he  acted  for 
about  four  years  as  assistant  director  of 
works.  He  rendered  good  service  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  discharged  his  duties  with 
great  zeal  and  ability.  His  reputation 
was  so  great  that  the  county  council 
sought  him  for  their  work,  and  offered  a 
salary  larger  than  that  he  was  paid  by 
the  Admiralty.  I  was  very  sorry  to  lose 
Mr.  Riley,  but  I  cannot  admit  for 
one  moment  that  there  was  any  diffi- 
culty in  filling  his  place  from  the 
staff.  I  congratulate  him  on  having 
secured  such  a  good  appointment,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  is 
giving  the  same  satisfaction  to  the  county 
council  that  he  gave  to  us.  I  think  it  is 
a  compliment  to  the  staff  of  the  Works 
Department  of  the  Admiralty  that  the 
county  council  should  have  sought  assis- 
tance from  one  of  its  members. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  congratu- 
late my  hon.  friend  on  the  certificate 
which  the  London  County  Council  has 
given  him  in  regard  to  his  ability 
to  choose  good  men.  I  rise  ones 
again,  and  more  seriously,  to  call  the 
attention  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  mention  of 
the  Scilly  Isles  in  the  Estimates. 
It  was  Lord  St.  Vincent  who  first 
saw  the  importance  of  these  islands,  and 
who  constantly  in  his  day  directed  the 
attention  of  the  Admiralty  to  them.  He 
had  great  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  he 
did  not  succeed.  He  had  also  great  diffi- 
culty in  connection  with  the  Plymouth 
breakwater,  and  in  that  he  did  succeed. 
The  Scilly  Islands  are  more  important 
than  Dover  or  Portland  or  the  other 
places  where  the  Admiralty  are  construct- 
ing works.  A  breakwater  across  Broad 
Sound  would  be  practicable,  would  only 
cost  about  £250,000,  and  would  afford  a 
station  either  for  offensive  or  defensive 
purposes  such  as  does  not  exist  elsewhere. 
That  is  undoubtedly  the  case.  During  the 
Franco-German  War  there  took  refuge  in 
these  islands  between  fifty  and  sixty  German 
merchantmen,  and  they  remained  there 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  in  order  to  escape 
French  cruisers.     I  have  mentioned  the 
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matter  again  and  again,  but  I  have  not 

seen  any  indication  that  it   is   engaging 

the  attention   of  the   Admiralty.     I  am 

encouraged,  however,  by  the  fact  that  the 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  told  us  the 

other  day  that  he  had  a  special  strategist 

in  the  Intelligence  Department.     Will  he 

recommend  that   strategist  to  study  the 

works  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  1      That  is  all 

I  ask.     Any  strategist  will  agree  that  of 

'  all  the  stations  where  a  little  work  would 

'  complete  a  safe  harbour  the  Scilly  Islands 

f  are  the  most  important.      I  hope  we  mar 

have  some  assurance  that  this  matter  will 

be    considered.       If    it    is  considered  I 

'  believe  that   the  conclusion  of   Lord  St 

Vincent,    which     I     have     endeavoured 

1  humbly  to  revive,  will  be  arrived  at. 

Ax  Hon.  Member  :  I  should  like  to 
ask,  in  connection  with  the  considerable 
sum  of  money  which  is  to  be  expended  in 
building  and  enlarging  hospitals,  whether 
experts  have  been  consulted.  No  branch 
of  architecture  has  made  greater  strides  in 
recent  years  than  that  of  building  hos- 
pitals. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  A 
special  study  has  been  made  of  the  litera- 
ture of  the  subject,  and  I  undertake  to 
say  that  if  my  hon.  friend  visits  one  of 
our  latest  hospitals  he  will  find  it  up  to 
the  best  standard. 

Mr.  GOSCHEM:  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  the  question  of  the  Scilly 
Islands  has  been  and  will  be  again  con- 
sidered, but  my  naval  colleagues  and 
myself  consider  that  the  work  which  has 
been  undertaken  is  more  important. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


CIVIL  SERVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES),  1899-1900. 

Class  V. 

3.    Motion  made,  and   Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £162,500,  be  granted  to  Her 
[  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  die 
I  year  ending  on  the  31st  dayof  Mareo, 
•  1900,  for  grants  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of 
'.  the  British  Protectorates  in  Uganda  *nd 
I  in  Central  and  East  Africa." 
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:.    WEIft  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
i  like   to  know  how  this  money  is  j 
buted  over  the  various  items.     We 
been  told  that  the  railway  survey  j 
*600,  that  leaves  a  balance  of  £3,500.  ' 
rere  also  told  the  other  day  that  the  i 
i  were  to  be  armed  with   Marti  ni- 
d  rifles,  and  if  we  allow  30s.  for  each  | 
here  will  then  remain  a  balance  of ' 
£2,300.      Then  in  reference  to  the  j 
i  despatched  to  Mauritius I 

E  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
rerring  to  a  discussion  which  took 
the  other  day  with  regard  to  send- 
troops  from  Central  Africa  to 
itius.  I  ruled  it  did  not  come  j 
l  this  Vote,  as  the  War  Office  were  ' 
isible  for  it.  i 

.  WEIR :  I  wish  to  know  whether  j 
F  this  money  was  expended  in  send- ; 
lese  troops  to  Mauritius. 


B  CHAIRMAN :  That  question  does  | 
ise  on  the  item  the  hon.  Member  is  i 
sing. 


*Mr.  WEIR  :  Then  are  we  to  under- 
stand that  no  explanation  of  the  balance 
of  £2,300  on  this  Vote  for  £4,500  is  to  be 

1  given  ?  It  is  represented  by  "  etc."  What 
does  it  mean  ?      It  should  not  be  thrown 

i  in  in  such  a  haphazard  fashion.  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  inclined  to 

I  answer  I  have  no  alternative  except  to 

'  press  the  matter  to  a  division.  I  beg  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made  and  Question  put,  "  That 
Item  B  (British  Central  Africa,  Grant  in 
Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— (Mr.  Weir.) 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  I  really 
cannot  add  anything  to  the  reply  I  gave 
to  the  hon.  Member  on  the  last  occasion 
as  to  the  rearming  of  these  troops.  The 
Vote  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  troops  sent  out  of  Central  Africa. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  34  ; 
Noes,  108.     (Division  List  No.  48.) 


am,  W.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 
i,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Edward 
ell,  James 
y,  Frederick 
i,  Walter  Owen 

Daniel 

l,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
l,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
to,  Captain  A. 
n,  P.  C. 
tiarson,  Dr.  Robert 


AYES. 

Hayrre,  Rt  Hon  Charles  Seale- 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'  Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  William  (  Jlare) 


I  Roberts,  J.  Bryn  (Eifion) 

j  Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 

>  Steadman,  William  Charles 

;  Sullivan.  Donal  (Westmeath) 

i  Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 

:  Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 

!  Wilsoa,Jos.H.(Middlesbro,gh) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Patrick 
O'Brien. 


ion,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
i,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
f  James  (Walworth) 
John  George  Alexander 
Sir  John 
res,  Lord 

r,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J. (Man.) 
ryf  Frederick  George 
i,"  Frederic  Gorell 
y,  George  C.  T. 
Rt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 
all,  Colonel  Henry 
ck,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
jr.  John  George 
iell(  J-  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
iish,V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
i/ord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 


NOES. 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Bir.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohn  Charles  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamlwth) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Digbjr,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duck worth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Fe Howes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
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Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  Rt.  Hn.G.  J.  (St.  Geo.  's 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Heath,  James 

Hoare,  E. Brodie ( Hampstead ) 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
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Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence.SirE.  Duniing-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.)  ' 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn, SirDillwyn-  (Sw'ns'a 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
M'Killop,  James 
Middle  more,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Monckton.  Edward  Philip 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.Jasper(  Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton;  Arthur  H.  A.  (Dept  ford 
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Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,  lit.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Peun,  John 

Phil! potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Phill potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,Rich(L'ncsNewton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharpe 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Ran  del  I,  David 
Richardsor,  Sir  T.  (Hartle'pl) 
Ridlev.Rt.  Hon.SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Haekney 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Russell  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
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Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  McT. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips " 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welbv,  Lt.-Col.  ACE(Tauntoir 
Welby,SirCharlesG.E.  (Not*. 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell  -( Birnr 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Young,  Commander  (Berk.sE.) 

Tellers  for  the  Xoks- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
— "That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £58,905,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
sundry  Colonial  services,  including  certain 
grants  in  aid." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
District)  said  he  wished  to  draw  attention 
to  the  telegrams  which  related  to  the 
despatches  sent  by  President  Steyn  to  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  immediately  before  the 
war.  These  despatches  were,  he  would 
call  it,  summarised  and  telegraphed  to  the 
Colonial  Office  by  the  High  Commissioner, 
and  the  full  text  of  them  never  reached 
this  country  until  after  the  declaration  of 
war.  On  the  27th  September  President 
Steyn  sent  a  telegram,  received  on  the 
28th,  to  {Sir  Alfred  Milner  containing  a 
resolution  adopted  that  dajT  by  the  Volks- 
raad.  That  resolution  instructed  the  Free 
State  Government — 

"still  further  to  do  everything  in  its  power 
to  preserve  and  establish  peace,  and  to  contri- 
bute by  peaceful  methods  towards  the  solution 
of  the  existing  differences." 

On  the  same  date  President  Steyn  sent 
another  telegram  to  Sir  A.  Milner,  who 
telegraphed  to  the  right  hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary — 

"  In  continuation  of  my  telegram   to-day,  | 
Orange  Free  State  President  has  telegraphed  , 
to   me  at  enormous  length.     After  recapitu- 
lating history  of  negotiation  from  their  point 
of  view,  he  continues." 


Then  followed  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  sum- 
mary of  President  Steyn's  despatch,  in 
which  he  omitted  whole  passages -of  the 
original  telegram,  which  covered  only  two 
;es,  and  was  shorter  than  the  famous 
lelot  telegram.  There  was  nothing  that 
was  f  resh  in  that  Helot  telegram  in  regard 
to  the  situation  ;  it  was  something  like  a 
leading  article.  Now,  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
omitted  in  his  telegram  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  more  than  half  President 
Steyn's  despatch,  and  the  passages  omitted 
were  certainly  most  important  when  the 
state  of  matters  then  existing  was  con- 
sidered. President  Steyn  said  that  the 
Orange  Free  State — 

"is  bound  both  to  the  people  of  the  Sooth 
African  Republic  and  of  the  neigh bourimt 
British  Colonies  by  ties  of  blood  and  friend- 
ship. .  It  is,  in  addition,  bound  on  the  toe 
hand  to  the  South  African  Republic  by  t 
solemn  treaty  in  which  this  State  has  under- 
taken to  assist  the  Sister  Republic  in  the  event 
of  its  independence  l>eing  threatened  or 
attacked,  whilst  on  the  other  side  there  exist* 

j  between  it  and  the  British  Government,  and 
the  Government  of  the  neighbouring  British 
Colonies,  Ions  established  and  highly  appre- 
ciated amicable  relations.  It  has  ever  neeo. 
and  still  is,  the  aim  and  object  of  Free  State 
policy  heartily  to  support  and  continually  to 
foster  any  measure  tending  not  only  to  main 

1  tain,  but  to  increase  the  spirit  of  harmony  and 
co-operation  amongst  the  Colonies  and  States 
of  South  Africa,  and  their  respective  Govern- 
ments, and  it  would  most  deeply  regret  th* 
occurrence  of  any  untoward  event  that  woaM 
cause  a  break  in  the  cordial  relations  hitherto 
so  happily  subsisting  between  this  State  and 
all  its  neighbours. " 

President  Steyn  then  proceeded  to  point 
out  the  services  which  the  Orange  Free 
State  had  rendered  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  order  to  obtain  a  peaceful 
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nd  satisfactory  solution  of  the  differences  '  Transvaal  were  not  acting  bona  fide ;  but 
►etween  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  j  President  Steyn's  despatch,  in  the  pas- 
he  South  African  Republic.  Now  he  i  sages  omitted  in  the  telegram  to  the 
entured  to  say  that  these  were  most  Colonial  Secretary,  met  that,  for  he  gave 
mportant  passages  in  President  Steyn's  there  evidence  of  his  bona  fides.  In  a 
lespatch,  and  ought  to  have  been  tele-  matter  of  life  and  death,  not  merely  to 
;raphed  to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Further  '  this  country  but  to  the  Boer  Republics, 
Resident  Steyn  pointed  out  how  he  had  '  Sir  Alfred  Milner  ought  not  to  have  cast 
nought  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Trans-  \  away  a  single  chance  of  averting  all  the 
aal  Government,  and  had  induced  the  '  losses  of  lives  of  brave  men  and  the 
rovernment  to  make  concession  after  i  devastation  that  has  fallen  on  South 
oncession.  He  mentioned  the  fact  which  Africa,  and  should  have  even  at  the 
tad  not  been  referred  to  in  any  previous  expense  of  £50  or  £60  telegraphed  Presi- 
lespatches,  that  it  was  at  his  suggestion  i  dent  Steyn's  despatch  in  full.  But  that 
rnd  advice  that  the  Transvaal  Government  was  not  the  only  despatch  mutilated.  On 
lad  consented  to  accept  the  invitation  of  i  the  4th  October  Sir  Alfred  Milner  received 
;he  British  Government  to  take  part  in  another  telegraphic  despatch  from  Presi- 
i  Joint  Committee  regarding  the  seven  dent  Steyn.  It  was  not  a  very  long 
rears  franchise,  and  President  Steyn  despatch,  and  it  would  not  have  cost  much 
x>inted  out  that  that  was  a  very  impor- !  to  send  it  over  here  in  full.  In  that 
ant  concession.  Well,  all  that  was  left ,  despatch  President  Steyn  begged  and 
>ut  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  telegram  to  I  entreated  the  British  Government  to 
;he  Colonial  Secretary.  The  importance  of  '  formulate  their  proposals,  and  he  gave  his 
;hese  omissions  lav  in  this,  that  while  Sir  ,  assurance  that  these  would  be  considered 
Alfred  Milner  could  exercise  his  judgment '  fairly.  But  that  despatch  was  also  sum- 
apon  the  whole  evidence  before  him,  it '  marised  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  some 
was  surely  necessary  that  the  Cabinet  on  !  of  the  President's  entreaties  were  omitted 
whom  responsibility  rested,  and  especially  |  altogether.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  tele- 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  should  have  not  graphed — 
only  the  substance  of  President  Steyn's  ■ 

despatch,  but  the  very  language  in  which  j      "  President  Orange  Free  State  has  sent  me 

it  was  couched.     In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  |  a™th«r  lonS   telegram,  which  is  mostly  an 

.,  £  j.   i  i*l  attack  upon  us  for  pursuing  what  he  regards 

in  a  matter  of  diplomacy,  more,  almost ,  M  a  pol^y  of  mena£e  toward*  South  African 

Invariably,  depended  upon  the  tone  and  j  Republic,  and  seems  to  indicate  an  intention 

temper  in  which  negotiations  were  con-  ;  of  picking  a  quarrel  with  us  "  ; 

ducted  than  upon  the  substance  of  them,  i 

President  Steyn  was  a  very  able  man,  and  >  and  then  he  quoted  half  a  dozen  lines  only 

must  have  weighed  carefully  every  word  j  0f   President  Steyn's  despatch.     Anyone 

md  sentence  in  that  despatch ;  and  yet  j  reading    Sir    Alfred    Milner's    summary 

SiiJrur^A  T  ^^  {  8-I !  would  think  that  President  Steyn's 
Alfred  Milner.     Another  reason  why  it  I  .  .  •  i     .       ^    i 

«ras  unfortunate  that  these  passages  had  !  despatch  was  a  violent  attack  upon 
t>een  omitted  was  that,  so  far  as  he  could  I  Her  Majesty's  Government,  like  the  High- 
*ee,  this  war  was  more  attributable  to  j  bury  speech  on  the  Transvaal  Government ; 
misunderstanding  than  anything  else.  \  but  on  reading  the  complete  despatch, 
President  Steyn  and  the  Government  of  !  any  fair-minded  man  must  come  to  the 
the  Boer  Kepublic  were  undoubtedly  ,  conclusion  that  it  was  most  moderate  and 
under  the  impression  that  no  amount  of  conciliatory  in  its  tone.  There  was  one 
concession  which  they  could  make  on  the  I  passage  in  particular  which  had  been 
question  of  the  franchise  would  stave  off  I  omitted,  m  which  complaint  was  made— 
an   attack  on    the  independence  of  the  ' 

Transvaal.       If    one    half    of    President  I  "  of  the  bitter  and  hostile  tone  of  the  utter- 
Steyn's   despatch  was  omitted,  that  was  I  «"»§  made,  both  by  responsible  men  and  by 
J  -  *^  '......  almost  the  whole  Press  in  South  Africa  and  in 


garbling  it ;  at  any  rate  it  mutilated  the 
despatch,  and  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  sum- 
mary did  not  even  contain  the  substance 
of  the  original.  The  right  hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  no  doubt,  might  say 
that  the  concessions  made  were  bogus, 
and  that  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the 


England,  bristling  with  misrepresentations  and 
constant  menace  to  the  Transvaal,  accom- 
panied by  ever  increasing  military  preparations 
on  an  extensive  scale,  not  only  in  South  Africa 
and  in  England,  but  throughout  the  British 
Empire,  which  are  openly  stated  as  being 
directed  against  and  intended  to  coerce  the 
Transvaal ?'; 
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and  to  these  President  Steyn  said  he- 


"  mainly  attributed  the  failure  hitherto  of 
arriving  at  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  existing  difficulties. M 

The  right  hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
might  say  that  he  had  no  control  over  the 
Press  here.  That  might  or  might  not  be  ; 
but  he  had  as  much  right  to  complain  of 
the  Press  in  England  as  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  had  to  complain  of  the  Press  in 
South  Africa.  It  was  exceedingly  un- 
fortunate that  the  whole  of  President 
Steyn's  despatch  should  not  have  been 
telegraphed  to  England.  The  whole 
saving  to  the  State  could  not  possibly 
have  been  more  than  a  hundred  pounds. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  instead  of  sending 
every  word,  as  was  his  duty,  uttered  by 
'  President  Steyn,  he  summarised,  as  he 
called  it,  the  telegrams  and  omitted 
special  phrases  which  indicated  a  con- 
ciliatory spirit,  and  the  President's  desire 
for  peace.  If  the  entire  despatch  had 
been  sent  it  would  have  given  a  different 
complexion  to  the  whole  matter.  He 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  M,  1  (Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
High  Commissioner  of  Telegrams),  be  re- 
duced by  £100."— (Mr.  Lloyd-Creorge.) 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  find  it  very  difficult 
to  understand  what  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  in  the  speech  which  he  has 
just  delivered.  In  form  it  is  an  attack  on 
the  High  Commissioner,  Sir  Alfred 
.Milner,  for  committing  an  offence  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  describes  in  terms, 
though  he  says  he  did  not  intend 
to  be  offensive,  as  that  of  garbling 
important  despatches.  I  suppose,  how- 
ever, that  ithe  hon.  Gentleman  really 
desires  by  a  side  wind  to  renew  the  rather 
belated  discussion  as  to  the  negotiations 
which  took  place  before  the  war.  I  differ 
entirely  from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Nothing 
whatever  has  been  left  out  in  the  sum- 
maries of  these  despatches  which  could 
have  been  of  the  slightest  possible  impor- 
tance. Any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to 
read  the  summary  with  the  original  will 
find  that  the  summary  gives  everything 
that  could  assist  the  Government  in 
coming  to  a  conclusion.     It  has  always 

Mr.  Lhyd-Gevrge. 


{COMMONS!  (Xavy  Estimated). 


lf>84 


been  usual  to  leave  a  certain  discretion 
to  our  officials  abroad  to  shorten  tele- 
graphic communications  where  it  is  possible 
to  do  so  without  injury  to  their  clearness, 
and  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  who  certainly  has 
made  no  sparing  use  of  the  telegraph 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE: 

own  despatches. 


Not  for  his 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  U  a 
sneer   which   is  entirely   unworthy,  and 
with  which  I  will  deal  presently.     I  say 
that   Sir    Alfred    Milner    was    perfectly 
justified   in  shortening  these  despatches 
and  cutting  out  irrelevancies.     The  hon. 
Member  complains   that   the  despatches 
of  President  Steyn  have  been  compressed. 
I  will  show  the  Committee  at  once  how 
unjustifiable  that  is.     The  only  despatch 
\  to  which  the  hon.    Member  refers  is  a 
despatch   in  answer  to  a  telegram  from 
the     Government     inviting      President 
Steyn    to    express    his    view    in    order 
that    it    might    be     placed    before   the 
;  House  in  a  debate  shortly  to  take  place. 
What  does  Sir  A.  Milner  do  ?     Upon  that 
he  sends  what  is  in  itself  a  summary  of 
President  Steyn's  views — that  is  to  say, 
so  far    a   summary   that  in  some  cases 
words  are  omitted,  as  is  frequently  done 
in  telegraphic  form.      It  is  not  a  literary 
production  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  is 
purely  and   entirely  a  telegraphic  sum- 
mary   of    the    views    he   was  asked  to 
express,  and  most  certainly  the  summary 
which  he  sent  of  the  two  despatches  of 
j  President    Steyn    give    the  position  of 
!  President  Steyn  at  least  as  clearly  as  the 
'  despatch,  in  which  he  expressed  his  own 
|  views,  gave  his  opinion.     What  is  it  the 
;  hon.   Gentleman   pretends    that    Sir  A. 
Milner  left  out  in  the   telegraphic  sum- 
mary ?    He  actually  says  it  does  not  con- 
tain the  substance    of  those   despatches. 
\  Now,  the  first  summary  shows  perfectly 
•  clearly  that  the  object  of  President  Steyn 
:  was  to  put  before  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
;  ment  his  proposal,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
concerted  with  the  President  of  the  South 
|  African  Republic,  that  we   should  with- 
i  draw  our  troops  from  the  frontier.    He 
,  made  a  complaint  against  us  that  wc  had 
;  sent  a  few  troops  to  garrison  Kimberley 
\  and   Mafeking,  on  the    frontier.    What 
!  would  our  position  have  been  if  we  .bad 
j  not  taken  that  precaution  1     He  prefaces 
|  this  extraordinary  and  almost  insulting 
.  suggestion,  coming  from  the  President  of 
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the  Free  State  in  regard  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  Her  Majesty^  own  troops  in  her 
own  territory,  by  a  statement  which  is 
purely  historical,  and  does  not  contain 
anything  that  was  not  absolutely  within 
the  knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment at  the  time,  but  which  the  hon. 
Member  says  contained  the  substance  of 
the  despatch.  Sir  A.  Milner  omitted  the 
statement  of  President  Steyn  that  he  was 
under  an  engagement  with  the  South 
African  Republic.  That  engagement 
has  appeared  again  and  again  in  the  Blue- 
books.  It  was  known  to  everybody  in 
the  country. 

Mr.    LLOYD-GEORGE:    Except  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  inter- 
ruption again  shows  the  absolute  igno- 
rance of  the  hon.  Member  in  regard  to 
what  is  important  in  these  transactions. 
It  was  known  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  but  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  known  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, even  now.  He  does  not  appear  to 
know  what  was  the  nature  of  that 
engagement.  It  was  an  engagement 
binding  the  Orange  Free  State  to  assist 
the  South  African  Republic  in  the  event 
of  any  aggression  upon  that  Republic,  but 
there  was  a  condition  attached  to  it.  I 
cannot  now  recall  the  exact  words,  but 
practically  the  condition  amounted  to 
this,  that  before  assisting  the  Republic, 
the  Orange  Free  State  was  to  be  satisfied 
of  the  justice  of  their  cause — a  most 
proper  and  reasonable  condition.  But  it 
was  that  condition  which  left  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  engagement  would  be 
brought  into  effect,  because  we  could  not 
tell,  with  any  certainty,  what  was  in  the 
mind  of  President  Stevn,  though  we 
might,  perhaps,  have  made  a  guess  about 
it,  and  we  could  not  tell  whether  he 
would  think  that  the  cause  in  which  he 
was  asked  to  assist  the  Transvaal  was  a  just 
cause  within  the  terms  of  the  agreement. 
That  statement  was  a  mere  recapitulation 
on  the  part  of  President  Steyn,  which  it 
was  perfectly  unnecessary  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  telegraphing  again  to  Her 
Majesty '8  Government.  Then  there  was 
a  rather  characteristic  claim  by  President 
Steyn  in  respect  of  his  services,  as  he 
calk  them,  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 


[  Any  one  who  has  read  the  despatches 
and  knows  the  history  of  these  transac- 
tions, will,  I  think,  put  a  very  different 
value  upon  President  Steyn's  services 
from  that  placed  upon  them  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  His  services  consisted  in  con- 
certing a  plan  of  attack  on  Natal  and 
Cape  Colony  with  the  President  of 
the  South  African  Republic.  And  when 
we  are  asked  to  believe  in  his  bona  fides 
and  desire  for  peace,  I  cannot  help  recalling 
to  mind  the  fact  that  a  few  days  before 
the  declaration   of   war  by  the   two  Re- 

j  publics  President  Steyn  solemnly  assured 
Her  Majesty's  Government  that  under  no 
circumstances  would  they  take  the  aggres- 
sive.    A  few  day 8  later  the  troops  of  the 

|  Orange  Free  State  were  marching  side  by 
side  with  the  troops  of  the  South  African 

I  Republic  into   Her   Majesty's  colony  of 

!  Natal.  The  hon.  Member  complains  that 
President  Steyn's  declaration  of  his  desire 
for  peace  was  not  inserted  in   the  tele- 

,  graphic  summary.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  have  made  much  difference  if  a 
more  lengthened  summary  of  his  desire 
for  peace  had  been  inserted,  but,  as  a 
matter  of    fact,   the  declaration   was  in- 

!  serted  in  the  summary.  For  instance,  the 
summary  says : — 

"This  Government"   (that  is,  the  Orange 
Free  State)  "  are  still  prepared  to  tender  their 
I  services  to  further  the  interests  of  peace." 

And  again  :  — 

"  In  the  expectation  that  Her  Majesty's 
:  Government  will  share  my  view  that  no  effort 
i  should  be  spared  to  effect  a  peaceable  settle- 
:  nient,  I  trust  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
see  their  way  clear  to  such  a  settlement." 
! 

i  Therefore,  if  the  hon.  Member  really 
thinks  that  a  repetition  of  this  protesta- 
tion, made  at  the  time  when  the  two 
Presidents  were  completing  their  prepara- 
tions for  the  invasion  of  Her  Majesty's 
territories,  should  have  been  inserted,  all 
I  can  say  is  that  the  substance  of  it 
already  appears  in  the  summary,  and  I  do 
not  think  recapitulation  would  have  added 
anything  to  it.  The  whole  point  of  the 
case,  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Member,  is 
that  something  essential  was  omitted 
from  the  summary.  I  deny  that  abso- 
lutely. I  say  nothing  of  the  slightest 
importance  was  omitted.  The  summary 
was  an  extremely  full  one,  and  gave  Her 
Majesty's  Government  all  the  information 
which  could  possibly  have  influenced 
them  in  coming  to  a  decision. 
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Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  :  I  think,  if  I 
may  say  so,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  completely  given  away  his  own  case. 
He  said  that  the  resolution  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  was  to  stand  by  the  Transvaal 
Republic  if  they  considered  the  cause  in 
which  they  were  asked  to  assist  was  a 
just  cause.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said,  "  We  did  not  know — how  could 
we  know?— what  was  in  the  mind  of 
President  Steyn  in  regard  to  this ;  we 
did  not  know  whether  he  would  con- 
sider the  cause  just  or  not."  But, 
surely,  is  not  that  the  consideration 
— that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  omitted  the 
very  passages  which  show  what  was  in 
the  mind  of  President  Steyn  ?  The 
omitted  passages  show  very  clearly  what 
was  in  the  mind  of  President  Steyn  ;  and 
that  is  exactly  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  understand  at  the 
time.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
completely  justified  me  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  these  very  grave  omissions  from 
the  dispatches.  There  is  one  point  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
allude.  There  was  not  a  single  passage 
in  any  of  the  dispatches  to  prove  that  the 
Government  knew  that  the  acceptation 
by  the  Transvaal  Republic  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  own  suggestion  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  commission  was 
brought  about  by  President  Steyn.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sneers — to  use  his 


own  favourite  expression — at  President 
Steyn's  referring  to  the  services  he  had 
rendered  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Here  is  the  service  which  President  Steyn 
did  render,  not  merely  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  but  to  the  cause  of  peace. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  suggestion 
for  reference  to  a  joint  commission  was 
bona  fide  when  it  was  made,  and  if  he 
thought  it  was  a  basis  of  settlement — and 
he  says  he  did  consider  it  a  very 
good  basis  —  and  President  Steyn 
induced  the  South  African  Republic  to 
accept  that  suggestion,  is  not  that  a  ser- 
vice to  Her  Majesty's  Government  1  But 
I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it 
was  not.  It  is  becoming  increasingly 
evident  that  all  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment wanted  was  a  pretext  to  quarrel 
with  these  two  Republics  in  order  to  annex 
them,  and  that  therefore  any  efforts  on  the 
part  of  President  Steyn  which  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  inducing  the  Transvaal 
Government  to  accept  anything  which 
would  be  regarded  as  a  basis  of  peace 
would  not  be  considered  to  be  a  service. 

At  this  stage  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 
(Donegal,  E.)  took  the  Chair. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  36 ; 
Noes,  89.     (Division  List  No.  49.) 


Abraham,  Williara(Cork,N.  E. ) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Blake,  Edward 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawley,  Frederick 
dough,  Walter  Owen 
Colville,  John 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Cur  ran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


AYES. 

Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'  Connor,  Jam  es(  Wicklo  w,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Samuel  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyr) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Tellers   for   the  "Ayks- 

Mr.  Lloyd- George  and  Mr. 

Maddison. 


Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Butcher,  John  George 


NOES. 

Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbys.  , 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.J.(Birm  j 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Charrington,  Spencer  ' 

Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  j 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 


Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingaeld 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Fellowes,  Hon.AilwynEdward 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Gibbs,Hon.  Vicary(St.  Albans) 
God  son,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Golds  worthy ,  Bin jor-Geaeiftl 
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Gorst,  Rt,  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Hamilton,  Ht.  Hon.  Ix>rd  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Hrra. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Heath,  James 
Howarth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,SirE.Durninff-(Corn 
La«-son,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn(SwanH'a 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  \V.  (Liverpool) 
Lonsdale,  John  Rrownlee 
IiOwe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison  ton 
Mid  die  more,  J.  Throgmor 
M one k ton,  Edward  Philip 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 


More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Mormon,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mnrray  RtHnA  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  John 

Pbillpotts  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkinjrton,R. (Lanes,.  Newtn) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jone*,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Bohert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richard  son,SirThos(  Hartle^l 
Ridley,  RtHonSir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,Rt  HonChas. Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 


Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch)% 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hn.  Wr.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stewart,Sir  MarkJ.M'Taggart 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  H.  Napier 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby.Lt.-Col.A.C.E.tT'nt'n) 
Welby,  SirChas.  G.E  (Notts) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-(Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Young,  Commanded  Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

5.  £10,000,  Supplementary,  Subsidies 
to  Telegraph  Companies. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
asked  for  an  explanation  of  these  sub- 
sidies. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  What  happened  was  this.  When 
the  Transvaal  war  broke  out  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Company  were  laving  another 
wire  between  St.  Helena  and  Cape  Town, 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  the  vessel 
which  was  laying  that  cable  would  after- 
wards have  returned  to  England  and  laid 
the  wire  between  St.  Helena  and  Ascen- 
sion. If  that  course  had  been  followed, 
;he  result  would  have  been  to  delay  by 
ibout  three  months  the  laying  of  the  last 
ink  in  a  cable  which  would  give  us  an 
ilternative  route.  In  order,  therefore, 
,o  get  this  alternative  route  open  as  soon 
is  possible  we  arranged  with  the  com- 
>any  that  they  should  send  an  extra  ship 
>ut  from  England  to  lay  the  cable 
>etween  Ascension  and  St.  Helena  con- 
:urrently  with  that  between  St.  Helena 
md  Cape  Town,  and  we  undertook  to  pay 
whatever  the  cost  might  be  up  to  £15,000 
f  the  wire  were  laid  by  Christmas  instead 
>f,  as  was  originally  intended,  by  March 
U.  The  company  agreed  to  those  terms, 
md,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cable  was 
aid  by  December  15'  or  16,  and  instead 
)f  the  extra  cost  involved  being  £15,000 

only  amounted  to  £10,000. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  said  the  explanation 
was  satisfactory. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

6.  £2,847,  Treasury  Chest  Fund. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked    for  an   ex- 
!  planation  of  the  Vote. 

i 

!  Mr.  HANBURY  said  the  simple  ex- 
!  planation  was  that  in  the  case  of  most  of 
I  these  Treasury  chests,  and  in  the  case 
i  particularly  of  Hong  Kong  and  Mauritius, 
i  the  currency  was  silver,  and  at  the  begin- 
;  ning  of  each  year  the  value  of  the  rupee 
i  or  Mexican  dollar  was  worked  out.  As  a 
|  matter  of  fact,  the  price  of  silver  went  up, 
i  and  therefore,  of  course,  they  were  to 
j  that  extent  the  losers.  That  was  the 
I  whole  explanation  of  the  loss. 

'      Resolution  agreed  to. 

j 

I  Class  VI. 

i 

7.  £60,686,  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly 
Societies  Deficiencies. 

♦Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) : 
This  Estimate  is  a  large  one,  and  shows 
an  increase  on  the  year  of  upwards 
of  £2,000.  Its  object  is  to  redress 
the  difference  between  the  interest 
which  the  State  pays  to  the  savings 
banks  and  friendly  societies  and  the 
interest  which  the  State  receives 
from  investments  in  Consols  and  other 
Government  securities.     That  is  a  loss  to 
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the  State,  and  I  think  the  time  has  come    honour  to  be  chairman  of  the  Inspection 
when  it  might  well  l>c  considered  whether    Committee  of  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks, 
#some   other  forms   of  investment  might    and  our  experience,  which  is  consistent, 
not  be  added,  so  as  to  reduce  this  loss.  In    tells   us  that  these  moneys  voted  by  the 
1903,  when  the  interest  on  Consols  will    State   are   well  expended.      Touching  a 
be  reduced  from  2 \  to  2  £  per  cent.,  that    point  on  which   there  are  differences  of 
question   will  become  a  pressing  one.     I  i  opinion,  I  may,  speaking  in  general  terms, 
think  also  that  more  power  should  be  given    say   that  the  moneys  are  utilised  in  the 
to   local   trustees   and   managers  in   the  '  way  Parliament  intends.     These  savings 
investment  of  their  funds,  especially  in    banks  come  well  within  the  principle  for 
local   securities,  such   as   Municipal   and    which  the  banks  were  founded.     In  order 
School  Board  ones  charged  upon  the  rates,    to   test   this   point   I   had   some    figures 
They  have  a  better  knowledge  on  the  spot,    extracted,   and    I   find   in   eight    typical 
and  the}'  are  able  to  take  up  and  to  realise    banks  the  average  deposit  is  £38  odd,  and 
such  local  securities  more  quickly  than  is    by  way  of  seeing  whether  those  deposits 
the  case  with  securities  with  which  their    belonged   to   the   classes   for  which   the 
knowledge  is  more  or  less  limited.     This    hanks  were  intended   I  had  information 
Estimate,  of  course,  though  large,  is  not    prepared,   and   I   found   that,    with  the 
one  which  is  in  reality  a  loss  to  the  State,  ;  exception  of  at  the   most   about   5   per 
for  whatever  may  be  given  to  friendly  i  cent.,  the  deposits  were  made  by  those 
societies  is   in  aid   of  some   of  our  best    classes  which  it  was  proposed  tobenefit 
institutions.     With  regard  to  the  savings    There  are  two  classes  of  depositors,  the 
banks,  I  think  they  are  a  chief  means  of    former  of  whom  would  lead  one  to  form 
encouraging  thrift  in  this  country.     Apart    a  contrary  opinion,  and  on  this  point  the 
from  the  moral  value  of  these  institutions,    National      Debt     Commissioners     have 
I  should  like  to  impress  on  the  Commit-    recently   made   an   inquiry.      Those  are 
tee  that  they  are  a  very  material  saving    the  depositors  who  make*  the  maximum 
to  the  State  ;  they  increase  its  productive    deposit  of  £50  in  one  sum,  and  the  reason 
power    by    enabling    many    who   would    0f  tnat  is  largely  the  effect  of  the  Work- 
otherwise  never    become    capitalists    to    mon>8  Compensation  Act.     People  obtain 
begin     business,     and     they     encourage    iarge  amounts,  and  are  advised  to  put 
some     of     our     best      national     charac-    tnem   into  a  savings   bank.     Sums  are 
teristics.       I    believe    the    banking    in-  •  ^so  banked  by  parents  in  the  names  of 
terest   have   had    the  idea   that    savings    tne|r  children  on  birthdays  and  the  like, 
lwnks  aided   by  the  State   were  institu-    an(j    tnose    accumulate    to    considerable 
tions  adverse  to  their  interest ;  but  my    sumg?  wnjie  the  future  owners  of  them 
experience  has  taught  me  that  in  many    are   increasing    in    social    position.    Re- 
cases  the  savings  banks  are  the  beginners    deposits  in  one  sum  of  amounts  drawn  out 
of  capital  for  large  numbers  of  persons,  ,  separately  also  account  for  high  deposits 
who  go  into  business,  and  thus  feed  the    since>  aud  under  the  Act  of  1891  there 
banking  interest   of   the  country.     This    nas  })Ccn  an  appreciable  improvement  in 
Vote    in    aid    of    these    institutions     is    tno   condition   and    management  of  the 
therefore    extremely    useful.     There  are    hanks.     The  statutory  defaults  are  few 
some  striking  figures  in  connection  with    and  comparatively  trivial,  and  I  am  bound 
the  savings  banks.     There  are  now  231    ^  ^y  representations  made  by  the  Com- 
of   them.     They   have  depositors  to  the  •  mittee  have  almost  invariably  been  well 
number   of   one   and  a  half  millions,  and  ;  received.  There  is  a  marked  improvement, 
deposits     amounting     to     upwards      of    tne  working  expenses  have  been  reduced 
£50,000,000,  in  addition  to  which  about    generally  to  an  economical  point,  and  in 
£1,000,000  of  stock   has  been  purchased    mauv  cases  the  rate  of  interest  has  been 
through  the  banks  for  depositors;  and  that    increased     in    a    corresponding    degree, 
amount  would  have  been  yet  larger  if  even    wniie  tnere  jg  everv  reason  to  believe, 
now  depositors  thoroughly  understood  the    immauly  speaking,  that  the  banks  are  safe 
machinery  through  which  such  purchases    depositories  for  the  savings  of   the  poor, 
through  deposits  are  made.    These  figures    \ynile  8peakmg  on  these  points  I  might 
are  not  only  large  but  increasing,  and  last  the  Act  of  1891   hag  ^^  it§ 

year,  so  far  as  deposits  were  concerned,  was  ;     J  .    .c  A ,       ,  ~       .  *.. 

the  highest  recorded.  There  is  no  less  than    P0*3'   and  lf  the    hon     Gentleman  the 
£1,000,000  sterling  marking  the  margin  \  Financial  Secretary  could  see  his  war  to 

between  liabilities  and  assets.     I  have  the  i  carry  out  some  administrative 

Sir  Alhrf  MW.  ' 
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♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
whole  question  of  savings  banks  is  not 
open  to  discussion  on  a  Supplementary 
Estimate. 

♦Sir    ALBERT    ROLLIT :    I  know  I 
may   not  go    into   the  details   of   these 
matters,  but  I  feel  that  if  a  Committee 
could   be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  J 
requirements  of  administrative  reform,  or  ! 
a   Bill  such  as  my  own   passed  for  the  ' 
purpose  of  enlarging  the  powers  of  invest- 1 
ment,  for  the  amalgamation  of  banks,  for  i 
the   superannuation   of    officers,    etc.,    it , 
would  be  of  great  service.     These  matters  j 
might  be  dealt  with  by  some  Departmental  ■ 
measure,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  j 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  • 
give  them  their  consideration.  I 

Mr.   BARTLEY    (Islington,  N.)  said  I 
that  the  Vote  raised  a  question  of  great  | 
importance  which  would  have  to  be  con- ' 
sidered  by  a  Committee  of  the  Treasury 
or  someone   connected  with  the  Treasury. 
He  hoped  the  temporary  but  serious  situa- 
tion   in    which    the    Chancellor    of  the 
Exchequer  was  placed  would  not  be  made 
an  excuse  for  putting  off  the  inquiry,  but 
that  the  whole  of  the  savings  banks  would 
l>e   put  on  a  better  basis.     He  was  the 
last  to  object  to  a  Vote  of  £60,000  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  thrift,  but  the 
question  was — was  it  wise  to  depart  from  | 
the  rule  ?    The  numerous  defaults  of  the  ! 
banks  and  the  enormous  liabilities  which  ! 
they  were  undertaking  should  be  the  sub- 1 
ject    of  an   inquiry,  and   be   hoped   the  , 
Committee  which  had  been  announced  by  | 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  ; 
of   the  Exchequer  would    inquire  as  to 
what  the  class  of  persons  was  who  used  j 
the  banks.  I 

♦Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  the  prin- 
ciple   upon     which    this    question    was 
being  treated   by   hon.    Members  oppo- 
site   amounted    to    nothing    less    than 
State   socialism.     Subsidies  were  granted 
out  of  the  Imperial  funds  in  order  that  I 
investors    might  have    a  higher  rate  of  j 
interest  than  was  realised  by  the  Govern- 
ment    itself.       When    the    banks    were  I 
created  it  was  intended  that  they  should 
be  self-supporting,  and  it  was  never  in- 
tended that  a  subsidy   should   be  given. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the    Exchequer  could  invest  the  savings 


banks  money  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest „ 
in  which  case  the  deficit  which  appeared 
in  the  Estimate  would  disappear.  It  was 
expected  that  investments  under  the 
Colonial  Loans  Act  of  last  session  would 
afford  additional  opportunities  for  in- 
vesting savings  banks  deposits  at  an 
increased  interest.  It  was  not  wise  that 
the  managers  of  local  banks  should  have 
power  to  borrow  money  on  local  securi- 
ties, leaving  any  losses  to  be  made  up  by 
the  Government.  The  principle  was  not 
sound. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  cannot  follow  my 
hon.  friend  below  the  gangway  in  the 
statistics  which  he  gave.  The  thing 
which  we  should  have  judged  is  the 
deficiency  which  is  to  be  made  up  by  the 
Vote.  That  deficiency  arises  from  three 
causes.  One  cause  is  very  satisfactory  — 
namely,  the  increased  number  of 
depositors  and  the  increased  amount 
of  the  deposits.  Another  factor  which 
necessitates  the  Vote  is  the  increased 
difference  between  what  we  have  to  pay 
and  what  we  receive  from  our  securities. 
It  is  always  well  to  remember  whafc  a 
great  advantage  savings  Ixanks  are  in  the 
way  of  encouraging  thrift,  but  still  there 
is  now  a  state  of  things  that  was  not 
originally  contemplated.  The  price  of 
Consols  has  lately  risen  very  high,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  the  loss  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  we  had  to  buy  Consols  at  a 
price  which  did  not  give  a  sutfieient 
interest  on  the  investment.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  recognising 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  re-consider- 
ing the  position,  gave  notice  a  fortnight 
ago  that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  whole 
question  would  be  introduced. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


Class  VIII. 

8.  £500,    Supplementary,    Temporary 
Commissions. 

9.  £23,327,  Repayments  to   the  Local 
Loans  Fund. 


Resolutions  agreed  to. 


10.  £1,440, 
Scotland. 


Class  III. 
Supplementary,    Prjsons, 
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*Mr.  CALDWELL  asked  for  some  in-  till  eleven  o'clock,  a  smaller  percentage 
formation  upon  this  Vote.  He  noticed  I  occurring  where  they  closed  at  ten  o'clock, 
that  there  was  an  increase  of  £1,440  over  |  In  Glasgow  and  large  cities  the  proportion 
the  original  Estimate,  and  the  under  esti- 1  of  committals  was  eighty-three  in  10,000 
mate  was  apparently  due  to  the  increased  j  persons,  while  in  the  smaller  troughs  the 
number  of  prisoners.  The  Estimate  of  proportion  gradually  declined,  till,  in 
1899-90  showed  a  decrease  of  £300  on  ;  country  districts,  where  the  ten  o'clock 
the  preceding  year  in  respect  of  "  cloth-  closing  was  universal,  the  percentage  was 
ing,:'  but  it  was  now  discovered  that  |  only  thirty -four  in  10,000.  That  was  an 
in  place  of  that  decrease  there  should  j  important  difference,  and  it  was  impossible 
have  been  an  increase  of  £279.  He  to  overlook  the  connection  between  the 
desired  to  know  the  reason  why  a  decrease  I  supply  of  drink,  the  hour  of  closing  of 
had  been  assumed  in  the  Estimates  of  the  public  houses,  and  the  increasing  number 
present  year,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  of  prisoners  for  whom  they  were  asking 
there  had  been  an  increase.  If  those  who  I  for  extra  provision  in  this  Supplementary 
pre  pared  the  Esti  mates  had  gone  back  to  the  j  Estimate.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
statistics  of  the  previous  year  they  must ;  the  Scotch  Office  had  been  considering  this 
have  seen  that  prisoners  in  Scotland  were  I  increased  number  of  prisoners,  and  how 
increasing,  the  increase  being  most  con- 1  far  they  could  reduce  the  numl>er  in  the 
siderable  during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  j  future  %  He  did  not  ask  them  to  produce 
They  might  have  assumed,  therefore,  I  legislation,  for  that  would  be  out  of  order 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  current  year  j  on  this  Vote,  but,  short  of  legislation,  had 
that  there  would  be  a  large  increase  of  ;  they  any  other  method  of  dealing  with  the 
prisoners  during  the  present  year.  The  I  difficulty  1  They  had  tried  moral  means. 
Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  had  now  .  such  as  visits  by  ministers  of  various  de- 
been  issued,  and  seemed  to  be  based  on  |  nominations  and  female  visitors,  and  also 
the  footing  of  there  being  a  decreased  •  the  institution  of  Bible  classes  and  other 
number  of  prisoners  as  compared  with  the  |  agencies  ;  but  he  was  afraid  they  were 
current  year ;  but  no  doubt  the  Lord  ;  not  doing  much  to  arrest  crime.  With 
Advocate  would  have  to  come  later  on  for  I  regard  to  the  increased  cost  of  escorting 
an  increased  Supplementary  Estimate  I  and  removing  prisoners,  if  the  number 
when    he    found,    as     he     would    find,  j  was  likely  to  go  on   increasing  it  would 


that  crime  had  increased  with  the 
increased  expansion  of  trade.  Of 
49,569  persons  convicted  there  were 
only  9,666  who  were  illiterate,  and 
ninety-nine  were  of  superior  education.  It 
was  interesting  to  observe  the  close  con 


be  better  to  increase  the  cell  accommoda- 
tion instead  of  having  the  expense  of 
removing  the  prisoners  from  one  prison 
to  another.  He  should  be  very  glad  to 
hear  from  the  Lord  Advocate  what  the 
Scotch  Office  proposed  to  do  to  deal  with 


nection  between  wages  and  drink.  When  this  great  increase  of  drunkenness  and 
wages,  were  high  the  consumption  of  drink  I  breaches  of  the  peace.  His  own  view 
increased,  and  there  was  a  close  connection  \  was  that  much  good  might  be  done  by 
between  drink  and  the  number  of  con  vie- 1  leaving  to  local  authorities  the  power 
tions.  The  increased  prosperity  of  the  |  to  close  public-houses  at  an  earlier  hour, 
country   led   to   increased   drinking  and 

to  an  increased  number  of  commitments  Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshire, 
in  respect  of  those  particular  crimes -- j  Partick) :  I  think  the  points  alluded  to  by 
drunkenness  and  breaches  of  the  peace —  I  the  hon.  Member  opposite  raise  an  inipor- 
that  accounted  for  four-fifths  of  the  ;  taut  question  which  ought  to  be  considered 
prisoners  in  Scotland.  Wages  in  Scotland  i  by  the  House.  For  several  years  past  this 
were  paid  mostly  on  Saturdays  and  Wed-  j  Vote  has  fallen  under  the  action  of  the 
nesdays,  and  in  245  cases  inquired  into  by  j  guillotine,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Supple- 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  101  of  the  crimes  i  mentary  Estimates  is  the  proper  place  to 
were  committed  on  Saturdays,  and  forty  i  raise  this  question.  I  hope  we  shall  have 
on  Wednesdays,  leaving  a  balance  of  104  ■  a  chance  of  raising  it  on  the  Estimates, 
to  be  distributed  among  the  other  five  I  because  it  involves  matters  that  require 
days  of  the  week.  The  largest  number  I  careful  consideration.  There  is  the 
of    commitments    were    in     respect     of  i  question   of   the    great   increase   in    the 


drunkenness  and  breaches  of  the  peace, 
which  occurred  mostly  in  those  districts 
where     the     public-houses     were    open 


number  of  prisoners,  and  the  question 
whether  short  sentences  produce  any 
good    at  all.     Last  session  some  of  us 
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were  anxious  to  raise  this  question,  and  cited  statistics,  and  he  complained  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  view  of  j  the  estimates  had  been  prepared  with  a 
the  anxiety  of  Scotch  Members,  appointed  -  certain  want  of  care,  because  they  had 
a  small  Committee,  which  is  now  inquiring  not  foreseen  that  this  increase  would  be 
into  some  of  these  questions.  Before  i  necessary.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
the  Estimates  come  on  I  liope  we  shall  present  commissioners  can  be  very  much 
have  made  our  report,  so  that  the  result  to  blame  for  that.  It  was  impossible  to 
of  our  investigations  will  be  in  possession  foresee  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
of  hon.  Members  at  large.  There  are  The  hon.  Member  said  that  there  was 
other  questions  outside  the  scope  of  our  reaHy  no  increase  in  serious  crime,  but  in 
reference,  but  in  the  course  of  our  inves-  [  minor  crime  there  was  a  great  increase, 
tigations  we  have  been  able  to  form  which  was  due  to  the  increase  in  pros- 
opinions  on  other  matters,  which  opinions  perity  and  to  drunkenness  and  breaches 
I  hope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  the  peace.  His  speech  seemed  to  come 
of  expressing  to  the  House.  I  would  to  this — that  wages  and  drink  were 
appeal  to  the  Lord  Advocate  to  exercise  closely  associated ;  that  Scotchmen  were 
the  power  which  the  Government  have  of  not  so  bad  as  Irishmen  ;  and  that  Irish- 
alternating  the  Votes  so  as  to  give  us  this  men,  if  they  had  not  a  double  dose 
year  an  opportunity  of  discussing  these  of  original  sin,  had  a  good  deal  more 
questions.  than    other    nations.      When   the    hon. 

,  Member  asks  me  what  we  propose  to  do 
♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  apart  from  legislation  really  the  answer 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  can  is  rather  a  difficult  one.  He  speaks  of 
assure  my  hon.  friend  who  last  spoke  that  j  Bible  classes,  and  asks  if  we  rely  upon  Bible 
F  think  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  have  classes  and  female  visitors  to  remedy  this 
a  discussion  upon  the  management  of  '  evil.  He  unwillingly  admits  that  these 
prisons  this  year,  and  I  hope  we  shall  good  efforts  have  not  had  the  success  that 
have  it  upon  the  Estimates.  I  would  you  might  have  expected,  but  I  notice 
remind  him,  however,  that  some  of  the  that  he  did  not  work  out  the  percentage, 
questions  alluded  to  are  scarcely  pertinent  |  as  he  did  in  the  case  of  the  ten  o'clock 
to  prison  management.  Short  sentences  :  and  eleven  o'clock  closing.  Had  he  done 
have  been  mentioned,  but  I  do  not  see  ;  so  he  would  have  found  that  the  increase 
how  anything  done  or  left  undone  by  '  of  crime  varied  inversely  according  to  the 
the  Prison  Commissioners  can  affect  the  increase  of  Bible  classes.  It  is  asking  me 
question  of  sentences.  I  am  quite  aware  |  rather  too  much  to  state  what  we  propose* 
that  it  is  a  very  important  matter.  A  to  do  to  stop  what  is,  I  am  afraid,  only 
well-known  authority  has  declared  in  human  nature.  Whenever  there  is 
favour  of  short  sentences,  and  others  take  prosperity  in  the  country  minor  crimes, 
a  different  view.  In  the  same  way  the  such  as  drunkenness  and  breaches  of  the 
question  of  drunkenness  is  again  scarcely  j  peace,  will  be  increased,  and  I  am  afraid 
a  question  of  prison  management.  There  that,  as  long  as  human  nature  is  human 
is,  however,  a  Committee  sitting  upon  the  nature,  that  will  probably  be  true.  So 
subject,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  an  ,  far  as  the  question  of  this  estimate  is  con- 
opportunity  of  discussing  that  on  the  cerned  the  hon.  Member  has  completely 
Estimates  this  year.  The  hon.  Member  i  found  an  answer  for  himself,  and  I  should 
who  raised  this  discussion,  in  a  very  in-  not  be  justified  in  detaining  the  Committee 
te resting  and  painstaking  speech,  scarcely  '  any  longer  in  replying  to  his  arguments. 
touched  upon  the  question  of  prison  man- 
agement. But  he  has  furnished  his  own  -  Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  regret  that  the 
answer  The  Supplementary  *f™*<* |!  Lovd  Advocato  has  not  treated  this  sub- 
before  the  House  is  necessary  because  of  .  _ 

the  increase  in  the  numl>er  of  prisoners,  I  Ject  more  seriously,  and  I  think  these 
and  the  increase  in  the  cost  for  escorts  '  figures  might  have  been  more  carefully 
and  conveyance  is  caused  by  a  greater  Estimated.  The  connection  of  crime  with 
number  of  commitments  and  transfers.  '  intemperance  in  Scotland  raises  a  very 
The  policy  which  has  been  steadily  main-  j  serious  question,  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
tained  by  my  noble  friend  is  that,  so  far  :  has  been  good  enough  to  promise  us  an 
as  possible,  the  expense  of  the  transfer  !  opportunity  of  discussing  it  upon  the 
and  escorting  of  prisoners  shall  be  avoided,  j  Estimates.  I  am  aware  that  the  granting 
The   rest  of  the  hon.  Member's  speech  j  of  those  opportunities  does  not  Tie  with 
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the  Lord  Advocate,  for  we  all  know  that 
the  time  is  so  limited  and  occupied 
by  larger  Votes  of  wider  scope  and 
greater  interest,  which  are  likely  to 
monopolise  the  whole  time,  and  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  we  have  not  had  a 
better  opportunity  this  evening  of  consi- 
dering this  very  important  point.  It 
could  not  have  been  better  introduced 
than  by  the  speech  of  my  hon.  friend. 
He  has  disclosed  the  whole  situation,  and 
«hown  the  manifest  connection  between 
prosperity,  high  wages,  and  lax  expendi- 
ture, and  the  results  in  Scotland.  His 
theory  is  supported  by  the  reports  of  in- 
spectors and  superintendents  of  police  in 
.every  borough  in  Scotland.  It  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  I  am  sorry  the  Lord 
Advocate  did  not  take  a  more  serious 
view  of  it.  He  would  have  immensely 
encouraged  those  struggling  with  this 
difficulty  if  he  had  given  it  some  support. 
He  would  not  have  been  acting  rashly  if 
he  had  helped  my  hon.  friend  to  draw 
public  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  i 
ithis  constant  connection  between  pros- 
perity, drink,  and  crime,  for  a  great  deal 
-can  be  done  here  by  stimulating,  direct- 
ing, and  guiding  public  opinion  to  form  a  I 
healthy  judgment  on  these  matters,  and 
by  encouraging  a  more  vigilant  admini- 
stration to  aid  the  efforts  of  those  who 
are  deeply  concerned  in  this  matter. 

*Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  find  fault  with 
those  who  prepared  this  Estimate,  because 
they  have  not  taken  into  consideration 
the  increase  of  crime  in  Scotland  in  1898. 
For  that  year  the  number  increased  to 
5,000  over  the  previous  year,  and  it  was 
greatest  during  the  last  half  of  1898. 
When  preparing  the  statistics  for  1899- 
1 900  they  should  have  known  of  this 
increase  in  crime.  The  Estimate  for 
the  ensuing  year  is  practically  upon  the 
same  erroneous  basis,  which  gives  an 
erroneous  impression,  because  it  will 
appear  that  next  year  we  are  calcula- 1 
ting  upon  a  diminution  of  prisoners 
when  there  is  not  a  vestige  of  reason  for 
believing  that  this  will  be  the  case. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
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Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  I 
desire  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  if  he  will  take  this  opportunity 
of  giving  the  Committee  some  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  new  department. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  does  not  arise 
on  this  question. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  We  are  asked 
to  vote  new  money  for  the  expenses  of 
this  department,  rendered  necessary  by 
virtue  of  reorganisation,  and  the  money 
may  be  used  in  a  way  we  might  object  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  matter  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  refers  cannot  be 
raised  upon  this  Vote,  because  it  is  a  Vote 
to  supplement  the  grants  which  have  been 
given  during  the  present  financial  year, 
with  which  the  new  department"  has 
nothing  to  do. 

•Mr.    CALDWELL:    Will    the    Vic* 
President  of  the  Council  explain  if  there 
I  is  anv  of  this  amount  provided  for  Scot- 
land^ 

The  VICE  -  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  for  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  No  ;  for  Scotch  education  there 
is  another  Vote  altogether. 

•Mr.  CALDWELL :  What  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  that  these  Science  schools  in 
this  Vote  are  specially  for  England  and 
Ireland,  and  you  have  not  got  any  such 
schools  in  Scotland  paid  out  of  Imperial 
money. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  If  that  is  so,  the 
hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to  discuss 
them. 

•Mr.  CALDWELL  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  object  to  any  money  being 
voted  to  England  and  Ireland  only,  whilst 
there  was  no  corresponding  grant  to 
Scotland.  He  merely  desired  to  em- 
phasise the  point  that  there  was  not  the 
same  kind  of  school  in  Scotland  paid  out 
of  Imperial  money,  although  Scotland  had 
its  ordinary  grant,  with  England  and 
Ireland,  for  Science  and  Art  classes. 

Sir  J.  GORST  pointed  out  that  this 
was  a   Vote    for    Science  and    Art  in 
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England  and  Ireland,  and  that  there  was 
a  separate  vote  for  Science  and  Art  in 
Scotland. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 

SUPPLY  [27th  February]. 
Resolution  reported  : — 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1. 

"That  114,880  men  and  boys  be  em- 
ployed for  the  Sea  and  Coast  Guard 
Services  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1901,  including  18,805 
Royal  Marines." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  [23rd  February]. 
Resolution  reported 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1900-1901  (Vote 
on  Account). 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
XI 6,626,000,  !>e  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
on  account,  for  or  towards  defraying  the 
charges  fur  the  following  Civil  Services 
and  Revenue  Departments  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901— 
namelv : — 
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Class  II. 

United  Kingdom  and  England  :  — 

Hou*e  of  Lords,  Offices  

House  of  Commons,  Offices 

Treasury  and    Subordinate    Depart- 
ments ...         

Home  Office       

Foreign    rhVe \ 

I  Colonial  Oiliee 

Privy  Council  Office,  etc. 

Board  of  Trade 

!  Mercantile  Murine  Services 

1  Bankruptcy     Department    of    the 
Board  of  Trade        

Board  of  Agriculture 

Charity  Com  mission 

Civil  Service  Commission      

Exchequer  and  Audi!  Department  ... 

Friendly  Societies   Registry 

.  Local  Government  Hoard        

1  Lunacy  Commission     

Mint  (including  Coinage)       

|  National  J  tebt 'Office 

Public  Record    Mice 

'  Public  Works  Loan  Commission 

!  Registrar  General's  Office       

Stationery  and  Printing        

Woods,  Forests,  &c. ,  ( )ffice  of 

Works  and  Public  Buildings,  Office  of 
;  Secret  Service 

Scotland : — 

Secretary  for  Scot  land 

Fishery  *Bourd    ..  

Lunacy  Commission 

Registrar  i»e ne mi's  Office      

|  Local  Government  Board       

!      Ireland  : — 

i  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household 

!  Chief    Secretary    and     Subordinate 

I       Departments  T 

j  Department  of  Agriculture 

1  Charitable   Donations  and  Bequests 
Office 

Local    lovenitnerit  Board      

Public  Record  Office 

Public  Works  Office 

Registrar  General's  Office      

Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey 


Civil  Services. 
Class  I. 

Royal     Palaces     and     Marlborough 

House 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens... 
Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings 
.Miscellaneous  Legal  Buildings,  Great 

Britain 

Art  and    Science    Buildings,    Great 

Britain 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings... 
Revenue  Buildings 
Public  Bui Iding-s  Great  Britain 
Purveys  of  tl  le  1J  rii  ted  Kingdom 
H  r bourn  under  the  Board  of  Trade 

Peterhead  Harbour      

I  Gates  on  i  1  o  vemmen  t  Property 
Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland 
Jlailways.  Ireland        


!  (lass  III. 

i 

United  Kingdom  and  England  : — 

•  Law  Charges      

I  MiHcellarieoiiM  Legal  Expenses 
|  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 

1  Land  Reuietry 

.  County  Courts 

18,000  |  Police,  England  and  Wales    ... 

i  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies  ... 

Reformatory  ami   Industrial  Schools, 
(iron  Britain  

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 


20,000 
40,000 
17,000 


12,000 

12,000 

140,000 

135,000 

80,000 

2,000 

6,000 

230,000 

70,000 

70,000 


Scotland  :— 

Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law 
Register  House,  Edinburgh  ... 

Crofters  Commission 

Prisons,  Scotland  


3,000 
13,000 

39,000 
.10,000 
30,000 
23,000 
5,000 
60,000 
30,000 

3 

75,000 

16,000 

18,000 

24,000 

2,200 

80,000 

5,000 

10 

6,000 

11,000 

10 

17,000 

250,000 

8,000 

23,000 

40,000 


25,500 
8,000 
2,500 
2,000 
4,000 


2,000 

16,000 
65,000 

1,000 
22,000 

2,000 
16,000 

7,000 

6,000 


40,000 
27,000 

140,000 
14,000 
14,000 
22,000 

260,000 

140,000 
18,000 


30,000 

15,000 

2,00J 

35,000 
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Ireland  :— 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecu-  £       , 

tions     35,000, 

Supreme    Court  of  Judicature,  and 

other  Legal  Dei>artments 45,000  I 

Land  Commission         50,000  ; 

County  Court  Officers,  &c 46,000  , 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police 40,000  J 

Koyal  Irish  Constabulary       600,000  i 

Prisons,  Ireland            45,000  ' 

Reformatory  and  Industrial0  Schools  55,500  i 

Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum  3,500  i 

Class  IV. 
United  Kingdom  and  England  : — 

Hoard  of  Education      4,000,000  i 

Hritinh  Museum            80,000  ■■ 

National  Gallery          9,000 

National  Portrait  Gallery      3,000  j 

Wallace  Collection       4,000  : 

Scientific  Investigation,  &c.f  United  , 

Kingdom         15,000 

Universities  and  Colleges,  Great 
Britain,  and  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion, Wales 38,000  i 

London  University       5  ; 

Scotland  :  — 

Public  Education          630,000 

National  Gallery           1,400 

Ireland  : — 

Public  Education          ...         600,000 

Endowed  Schools  Commissioners     ...  400 

National  Gallery          1,400 

Queen's  Col  leges           2,500 

Class  V. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services    ...  220,000 
Uganda,   Central    and    East    Africa 

Protectorates  and  Uganda  Railway  300,000 

Colonial  Services           *.  230,000 

Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid 31,000; 

Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies  . . .  38,000 

Class  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances      280,000 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions, 

etc 3,000  - 

Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 

Allowances       1,000. 

Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ireland       ...  17,000  ' 

Class  VII.  ; 

Temporary  Commissions        8,072 

Miscellaneous  Expenses          8,000  i 

Paris  Exhibition,  1900 29,000 


(Navy  Estimates). 


Resolution  read  a  second  time. 
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Total  for  Civil  Services 


£10,086,000 


Kk venue  Departments. 

Customs 350,000 

Inland  Revenue  830,000 

Post  Office  3,600,000 

Post  Office  Packet  Service     210,000 

Post  Office  Telegraphs  1 ,550,000 


Total  for  Revenue  Departments... £6,540,000 
Grand  Total      ...       £16,626,000"; 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

*Mr.  WEIR  desired  to  call  attention  to 
the  serious  state  of  affairs  existing  in  the 
Moray  Firth  owing  to  foreign   trawlers 
trawling    in    these   waters.      No   sooner 
had    British    trawlers    been    prohibited 
from   trawling  there   than   there   was  a 
considerable  increase  of  foreigners.      Xo 
less  than  fifty- five  foreign  trawlers  were 
seen  in  the  Firth  last  year  by  the  Fishery 
Board  cruisers,  and  several  of  them  were 
seen  on  various  occasions.      The  object  of 
the  bye-law  made  by  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board  was  to  keep  out  trawlers,  and  to 
preserve   the   rich   fishing  banks  of  the 
Moray  Firth.     He  thought  steps  ought  to 
be  taken  by  the  Foreign  Office  to  close 
the  Firth  against  foreign  trawlers.     This 
matter  had  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the   authorities   time  after   time,  but 
nothing   had   been   done,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  fisheries  were  being  ruined 
He  suggested    legislation    which   should 
exclude  all  trawlers.     He  also  suggested 
that    there  should    be    better    facilities 
for    storage   of   Scotch   herrings    at   St. 
Petersburg,    and    better   accommodation 
at    the    new     port     for    landing     her- 
rings.    He  deplored  the    fact    that   al- 
though a  Hydrographical  Conference  met 
last   summer   to   inquire  into  the  whole 
question   of   the    fisheries,  and    to   sug- 
gest  means   to    solve   the   difficulty,  no 
report   had   yet  been    issued.       It   had 
always  been  supposed  that  this  country 
was  taking  the  lead  in  the  matter,  and  it 
was  somewhat  surprising  to  find  that  that 
was  not  the  fact.     Having  regard  to  the 
fact   that  the   deliberations  of   the  con- 
ference were  concluded  last  summer,  it 
was  quite  time  that  a  report  was  issued. 
Another  matter  to  which   he  desired  to 
draw  attention   was  with  respect  to  the 
British   North   Borneo  Company.      The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  had 
stated  that  there  had  been  certain  corre- 
spondence between  the  company  and  Mat 
Salleh.     That  correspondence  ought  to  be 
placed  upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  so 
that  the  House  might  ascertain  whether 
Mat  Salleh  had  been  treated  fairly  by  the 
company.     He  understood  with  regard  to 
Malta  that  in  fifteen  years  from  last  March 
the  Italian  language  would  not  be  allowed 
in  the  law  courts,  and  that  English  was 
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to  be  the  official  language.  Such  a  change 
was  opposed  by  all  sections  of  the  Maltese, 
who  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  ordi 
nance  passed  by  William  IV.  should  be 
-continued,  and  that  the  language  which 
Jhad  been  the  official  language  for  nine 
centuries  should  not  be  taken  away.  He 
Jboped  the  Government  would  not  create 
another  Ireland  in  Malta.  He  desired  , 
-also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  a  serious  state  of 
things  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  where 
trawlers  carried  on  their  work  with 
covered  lights.  No  doubt  there  were 
penalties  for  this  offence,  but  they  were  . 
not  sufficiently  heavy.  They  should  be 
made  infinitely  heavier,  in  order  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  robbery  of  the  seas.  No  one 
knew  how  many  fishing  boats  had  been 
run  down  by  this  practice.  The  right 
lion.  Gentleman  had  also  promised  that 
liberal  concessions  would  be  made  to  the  , 
poorer  districts  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  in  the  matter  of  light  railways, 
but  up  to  the  present  nothing  had  been 
done.  He  asked  that  Lemberg  lights 
should  be  provided  on  the  coast  of 
Ross-shire  and  Sutherlandshire,  and  at 
dangerous  places  in  the  Western  Islands. 
What  between  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Trinity  House,  and  the  Northern  Light- 
house Board  it  seemed  as  if  absolutely 
nothing  could  be  done.  The  sale  of 
Crown  salmon  rights  in  Scotland  ought 
to  1>e  stopped.  The  supply  of  salmon 
was  decreasing,  and  more  should  be  done 
in  the  way  of  erecting  salmon  ladders,  ' 
as  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  to  allow  the 
salmon  to  get  higher  up  the  rivers  and 
into  the  inland  lochs.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  was  not  in 
this  House.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  his 
own  legal  department  to  attend  to,  and 
much  of  his  time  was  occupied  in  Parlia- 
ment Square,  Edinburgh.  No  doubt 
the '  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  what  he 
could,  but  he  had  too  much  legal  work. 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  ought  to 
be  in  this  House,  in  order  that  the 
♦Scotch  Members  might  be  in  direct  com- 
munication with  him.  As  to  the  last 
deer  forest  return,  the  Scottish  Office 
admitted  that  it  was  inaccurate.  There 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing accurate  statistics  of  the  area  of 
deer  forests  in  the  Highlands.  He 
trusted  the  Lord  Advocate  would  im- 
press on  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
the  need  for  more  attention  to  Highland 
matters.      The    Secretary    for    Scotland 
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should  not  be  in  the  miserable  plight 
of  being  unable  to  obtain  accurate  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  deer  forest  area.* 
There  must  be  something  radically  wrong. 
He  also  wished  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  arrange  for  a  better  mail  service 
between  Stornoway  and  the  mainland. 

*Mr.  HAVELOGK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  When  I  venture  to  bring 
shipping  questions  under  the  notice  of 
Parliament  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  unfortunately  loses  his  temper  and 
gives  my  statements  a  flat  contradic- 
tion. I  am  going  to  prove  to-night  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  be 
more  careful  in  giving  flat  contradictions 
to  Members  of  the  House.  Last  year  I 
made  a  charge  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  of  the  Consular 
Office  in  New  York  was  carried  on.  I 
said  that  in  that  office  a  state  of  affairs 
existed  which  was  a  disgrace  ;  that  seamen 
were  plundered  by  crimps,  and  that  ship- 
owners shared  in  the  spoil.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  replied  that  Her  Majesty's 
Consul  at  New  York  had  stated  in  a 
despatch  that  there  was  no  foundation 
for  the  statement  I  had  made.  Now,  I 
have  a  letter  dated  10th  April,  1895, 
which  Her  Majesty's  Consul  sent  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Mercantile  Office, 
Mr.  Frederick  Wood,  Dock  Street,  London, 
in  regard  to  a  complaint  by  Thomas 
O'Brien,  who  had  been  charged  by  the 
crimps  12  dollars  for  engagement,  and 
at  the  termination  of  the  voyage  he  had 
been  swindled  out  of  16  dollars  more  by 
the  captain  for  the  privilege  of  leaving 
work.     The  Consul  replied — 

"  It  w  a  matter  of  common  repute  that  they 
pay  bonuses  to  .shipowners  for  the  privilege 
of  supplying  crew*,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  tiiey  recoup  themselves  by  levying  fees 
from  the  sailors  for  whom  they  procure  employ- 
ment." 

That  letter  was  signed  UC.  O.  Sander-, 
son."  I  would  like  to  know  on  what 
ground  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  denied 
my  statement.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the 
reports  in  regard  to  the  desertions  of  sea- 
men he  would  have  found  that  it  was 
stated  deliberately  that  the  reason  why 
seamen  were  charged  these  enormous  fees 
for  employment  was  because  a  large 
number  of  shipowners  had  entered  into 
contracts  with  the  crimps  to  supply  the 
men.     Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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thought  this  was  a  trifle,  but  I  will  j  the  men  are  able  to  prove  four  years  sea 
tell  him  what  1  mean.  In  New  York  '■  service  they  catinot  be  entered  as  A.B.s. 
#everv  year  there  are  engaged  on  British  They  may  be  taken  on  as  boys,  or  ordi- 
ships  over  100,000  men,  and  these  have  to  nary  seamen,  or  stewards,  or  carpenters, 
pay  on  an  average  six  dollars,  or  a  total  but  they  cannot  be  given  the  rating  of 
of  600,000  dollars.      £120,000  is  a  very    A.B.  unless  they  are  able  to  prove  their 


big  sum  to  take  out  of  the  pockets  of 
these  sailors  for  the  privilege  of  going  to 
work.  But  when  they  go  to  sea  they 
have  to  pay  larger  sums  to  the  captains 
for  the  privilege  of  being  released  from 
their  work  ;  so  that  in  one  port  alone  in 
the  United  States  British  seamen  have  to 
pay  close,  on  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
money  out  of  their  wages.  Hon.  Members 
who  represent  seaport  constituencies  ought 
to  be  in  their  places  in  the  House  to  expose 
and  resist  this  swindle.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  said  that  they  had  been  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  Consul  at  New  York, 
and  that  they  were  doing  all  thejT  could  to 
stop  the  practice,  but  it  is  two  years  since 
I  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  surely  it  could  not 
take  the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  time  to  rectify  such  a  matter? 
All  they  have  got  to  do  is  to  give  definite 
instructions  to  Her  Majesty's  Consuls 
not  to  permit  shipping  agents,  crimps 
and  loafers  to  go  into  the  Consular 
offices  at  the  time  men  were  being  paid 
oft*.  If  the  sailors  had  votes  this  matter 
would  have  been  very  differently  treated. 
The  other  night  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  section 
of  the  Act  which  dealt  with  the  rating  of 
able  seamen,  and   I  asked  the  question 


sea  service  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  paid 
any  attention  to  this  section,  and  I  antici- 
pate that  when  he  gets  up  to  reply  he 
will  simply  ignore  the  question  altogether. 
That,  however,  will  not  prevent  me 
endeavouring  to  press  it  home,  and  I 
intend  to  keep  on  pressing  it  until  I  get 
some  satisfaction.  I  have  consulted  a 
learned  counsel  with  regard  to  this  section, 
and  he  tells  me  distinctly  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  no  right  whatever  to  issue 
instructions  to  superintendents  to  give 
men  the  rating  of  A.B.  when  they  are 
not  able  to  prove  their  sea  service.  I 
trust  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
will  reconsider  his  decision  in  this  matter, 
and  that  he  will  endeavour  to  carry  out 
the  law.  I  do  not  want  any  special 
privileges  for  sailors  and  firemen.  I  do 
not  ask  for  that  at  all.  I  only  ask  for 
common  justice.  I  say  that  if  an  Act  of 
Parliament  is  passed  for  the  benefit  of 
seamen,  we  have  a  right  to  see  that  that 
Act  of  Parliament  is  carried  out  in  a 
proper  manner.  I  know  th<Jre  is  no  fine 
or  penalty  provided  under  this  section. 
But  still  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  refuse  to  enter  a  man 
as  A.B.  unless  he  is  able  to  prove  the 
proper  period   of  sea  service.     Now,  I 


why  the  Board  of  Trade  allowed  men  to  \  come  to  the  question  of  accommodation 
be  signed  on  articles  and  agreements  I  on  board  ship.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
when  they  were  unable  to  produce  cer- ".  the  other  night,  in  reply  to  statements 
tificates  showing  that  they  had  served  :  which  I  made  as  to  the  accommodation 
four  years  before  the  mast.  The  right  !  provided  for  lascars,  said  I  was  pressing 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  that  was  no  hard-  this  matter,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ship  to  the  men,  but  I  hold  that  it  is  a  very  !  lascars,  but  with  the  view  ol  driving 
serious  hardship  to  real  able  seamen  if  men  i  them  out  of  British  ships  altogether, 
were  engaged  who  could  not  do  the  work,  j  There  may  be  some  truth  in  that  state- 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  a  few 
nights  ago  that  they  had  no  power  to  refuse 
to  put  men  on  the  articles  of  agreement 
as  A.B. 8  if  the  captain  so  desired.  I  say 
that  this  section  says  altogether  different 


ment.  I  know  the  lascars  would 
not  be  employed  on  British  ships 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  dit 
thdir  labour  is  cheap,  and  that  ship- 
owners can  impose  upon  them  by  robbing 


from  that.     It  says  distinctly  that  a  man  ;  them  of  their  proper  accommodation.   Of 


shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  rating  of  A.B. 
unless  he  can  prove  four  years  sea  service 
before  the  mast,  and  if  the  Board  of 
Trade  wish  to  stand  on  their  rights  all 
they  have  to  do  is  to  say  to  the  ship- 
owner, or  captain,  or  anyone  else  who 
engages  the  men  as  A.B.s,  that  unless 
Mr.  Havelock  JFilson. 


i  course,  having  the  right  to  engage  these 
lascars,  they  are  naturally  displacing 
;  British  labour,  and  we  see  how  serious 
i  this  matter  is  when  we  bear  in  mind  that 
whereas  in  1860  there  were  but  350 
lascars  employed,  there  are  now  some- 
thing like  31,000  on  British  ships.    Ship- 
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ping  companies  which  formerly  employed 
only  white  labour  are  now  going  in  for 
lascar  labour,  in  order  that  they  may 
compete  with  the  P.  <v  O.  Company 
and  the  British  India  Company,  so 
that  it  may  eventually  be  the  case  that 
the  whole  of  our  British  ships  will  be 
manned  by  lascars.  The  Board  of  Trade 
by  their  inaction  are  helping  them  in  the 
matter.  There  is  another  reason  why  I 
object  to  these  lascars  being  used 
other  than  that  they  are  replacing 
British  seamen.  We  have  complained 
for  a  long  while  al>out  the  accommo- 
dation for  seamen  on  board  British 
ships.  A  Royal  Commission  which  sat 
in  the  year  1891  recommended  an 
alteration  of  the  law  in  this 
respect.  It  recommended  that  the  ac- 
commodation should  be  increased  from 
72  cubic  feet  to  120.  But  there  is  no 
Government  that  has  been  good  enough 
to  alter  the  law  in  that  direction.  If  it 
is  possible  for  shipping  companies  to 
escape  providing  proper  accommodation 
by  employing  lascars,  naturally  they  will 
employ  coolie  labour,  and  British  seamen 
will  not  be  able  to  get  employment  at  all. 
I  submit,  therefore,  I  have  a  right  to 
insist  that  if  coolie  or  black  labour  is  to 
be  employed  in  the  place  of  British  sea- 
men for  the  sake  of  cheapness,  they  shall 
not  1x3  sweated  by  the  shipowners,  and 
shall  be  worked  only  under  fair  condi- 
tions. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went 
on  to  contend  that  lascars  did  not  re- 
quire the  same  amount  of  accommodation 
as  white  men.  Just  fancy  that  from  the 
Imperial  Government — from  a  Govern- 
ment which  talks  so  largely  about  the 
British  Empire  and  the  "  sons  of  the 
Empire."  Fancy  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man getting  up  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  say  that  some  of  the  sons 
of  the  Empire  do  not  require  much 
accommodation.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man mentioned  a  petition  sent  by  these 
lascars  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  He 
said  that  they  had  petitioned  to  be  left 
severely  alone,  and  that  they  were  quite 
happy  and  contented  with  the  accommo- 
dation provided  for  them  by  the  P.  and  O. 
Company.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
lascars  ever  wrote  that  petition.  I  know 
they  did  not.  It  was  prepared  for  them 
by  some  of  the  agents  of  the  P.  and  0. 
Company.  I  remember  one  passage  in 
the  petition  in  which  they  are  made  to 
say,  "  We  like  to  huddle  together  in  our 
beloved  Indian  fashion."     That  may  be 


very  nice  for  the   lascars  in  the  open  air 
in    India,    but   when   they   come  to  this 
country  we  have  no  right  to  allow  them 
;  to  huddle  together  in  this  manner  to  the 
'  danger  of   the   health   of   the   public  at 
large.     I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   to   take   a  trip   one    night  to   the 
Victoria   and    Albert  Docks,  and  to  see 
these   lascars   huddled   together  on    the 
P.  and  O.  boats.     Let  him  see  how  they 
are  crowded  together  in  their  dens  and 
dungeons.       However    the     right     hon. 
Gentleman    may    endeavour    to    justify 
his     assertion     that     the       lascars     do 
not     require    the    same   accommodation 
as    white    men,    I    am    liound    to    say 
that  I  do  not  care  what  his  opinion  may 
be,    for  I  have  the  law  on  my  side   and 
that    is  good   enough  for   me.     The  law 
says  that  British  seamen  "hall  have  twelve 
'  superficial    feet  and    seventy-two    cubic 
1  feet  allotted  to  each  of  them,  and  if  any 
shipping  company  or  person  commits  a 
1  breach  of  that  law  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of 
£25  for   each   offence.     I   asked   him   a 
.  question  the  other  day  as  to  a  ship  called 
!  the  "  Australia,"  on  which  the  men  each 
had  only  nine  superficial  feet  instead  of 
twelve.     I    inquired   if    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  would  take  action.      He  de- 
clines to  do  so,  and  he  says  that  there  are 
other  matters  which  ought  to  be  taken 
1  into  consideration.       Why  does  he  show 
this  great  consideration  for  the  P.  and  0. 
Company  ?    Why  this  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  compel  this 
company    to   obey  the  law  ?     They   get 
£400,000  a  year  from  the  Government  in 
the  form  of  a  subsidy  for  carrying  mails  and 
1  troops,  and   yet,  although  they  get  this 
1  huge  subsidy,  there  is  reluctance  on  the 
'  part  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  enforce 
the  law.     I  say  I  have  some  ground  of 
'  complaint,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
East-end    of    London    also    have     some 
grounds  of  complaint  against  the  Govern- 
ment   in    this    matter.     Quite    a    large 
■  number  of  these  natives  die  from  cholera 
and  other  Asiatic  diseases,  and  by  and 
by   we  shall  have  cholera   brought  into 
;  this   country,   and   we   shall   be  able  to 
fasten  the  responsibility  for  that  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  because 
,  he  will  not  insist  on  the  P.  and  O.  Com- 
I  pany  providing   these   men  with  proper 
accommodation.     Disease  may  be  brought 
into  our  land  by  reason  of  that  failure 
!  of    duty,     and     thousands     of     people 
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may  die  in  consequence.  There  are 
several  other  matters  in  connection  with 
the  Board  of  Trade  which  I  am  not  satis- 
fied with.  There  is  the  question  of 
foreigners  engaged  on  British  ships.  I 
know  there  are  certain  foreigners 
we  are  bound  to  employ,  because,  at 
the  present  time,  unfortunately,  the 
supply  of  British  seamen  is  not  sufficient 
to  man  the  whole  of  our  ships.  But 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  employ 
foreigners  who  are  not  seamen.  The 
fact  that  they  are  not  seamen  and  are  not 
competent  to  be  seamen  acts  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  resident  foreigners  in  this 
country  and  of  British  seamen.  I  was 
making  inquiries  the  other  day  as  to  why 
so  many  young  Swedes  and  Germans 
were  signed  on  on  our  ships  at  Conti- 
nental ports  ;  and  I  was  told  by  a  very 
intelligent  German  that  the  reason  was 
this,  that  in  their  own  country's  ships  no 
man  can  engage  as  A.B.  unless  he  has 
served  four  years  at  sea,  and  he  must  be 
qualified  to  do  his  work.  It  has  to  be 
entered  in  his  discharge  and  engagement 
book  that  he  is  a  competent  A.B.,  and 
he  cannot  engage  on  a  German  ship 
unless  he  is  able  to  produce  that  hook. 
The  same  law  applies  in  Holland  and 
Belgium.  The  result  is  that  these 
young  foreigners,  after  serving  about 
twelve  months  in  their  own  country's 
ships  as  boys,  make  their  way  to  other 
ports  on  the  Continent,  where  British 
ships  are  to  be  found,  and — partly  to  avoid 
conscription,  I  admit-  -there  they  engage 
on  board  British  ships  as  able-bodied  sea- 
men, although  they  have  only  done 
twelve  months  sea  service  and,  of  course, 
are  not  competent  men  at  all. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber intend  to  suggest  that  under  the  pre- 
sent law  that  practice  could  be  stopped 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  \ 

*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  Yes, 
Mr.  Speaker.  I 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
is  right  in  that  contention,  he  is  in  order. 

*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  I  con- 
tend that  the  power  exists  under  Section 
126  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  which 
provides  that  a  seaman  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  the  rating  of  able-bodied  sea- 
man unless  he  has  been  at  sea  four  years. 
I  say  under  that  section  the  President  of 

*/r.  Havelock  Wilson. 


the   Board   of  Trade    can    prevent    the 
employment  of  these  young  foreigners. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Memler 
must  confine  himself  to  the  question  4>f 
allowing  incompetent  seamen  to  be 
shipped  as  able-bodied  seamen.  At  pre- 
sent he  seems  to  be  going  into  the  ques- 
tion of  allowing  foreigners*  generally  to 
be  shipped. 

*Mr.   HAVELOCK   WILSON:    I  am 
i  complaining  that  these  foreign  seamen  are 
I  allowed   to  get  engagement*  on  British 
ships  under  circumstances  which  amount 
to  an  evasion  of  the  lawr  because  they  are 
,  not  competent  men  and  do  not  comply 
;  with  the  Act  of  Parliament,,  and  the  Board 
j  of  Trade  and  the  Consuls  allow  them  to 
!  sign  on  British  ships  as  able-bodied  sea- 
I  men  when  they  are  not  competent  to  sign 
j  on  as  such,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
[  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act.     That  is  not 
i  the  only  thing  I  have  to  complain  of.    Id 
I  regard  to  the  articles  of  agreement  the 
|  right   hon.    Gentleman    has   made  some 
1  slight  concession.     He  has  promised  that 
j  articles  of  agreement  shall  be  translated 
1  into  a  number  of  European  languages,  so 
that  when  foreigners  who  cannot  under- 
stand our  language  are  being  engaged  on 
board     British    ships    a    copy    of    the 
articles    of     agreement     in     their    own 
language     shall     be     handed     to    them 
to     read.      But     it     may     so      happen 
thai  they  may  not  be  able  to  read,  and 
what  I  want  to  insist  on  is  that   these 
articles  of  agreement  shall  be  read  out  to 
the  men  so  that  every  man  may  thoroughly 
understand  what  he  is  signing.     Surely 
the  Board  of  Trade  can  do  something  in 
this  matter.     I  believe  that  if  the  Board 
[  of  Trade  would  only  insist  that  wherever 
crews  of  this  kind  are  being  engaged,  the 
captain  should  be  compelled  to  find  com- 
petent   interpreters     to     interpret    the 
articles  to  each  seaman   in   his  own  lan- 
guage it  would  be  found  that  the  trouble 
was  so  great  that  the  experience  would  in 
the  future  be  avoided,  and  British  seamen 
would  be  employed.     I  thoroughly  under- 
stand why  it  is  that  these  foreigners  are 
preferred  to  Englishmen.     It  is  a  fact, 
that  foreigners  who  have  been  resident  in 
England  for  any  length  of  time,  and  who 
can  speak  the  English  language  fluently, 
very  often  find  that  they  have  just  a* 
much  difficulty  in  getting  employment  as 
the  Britisher,  for  the  officer  says  to  them, 
"  You  know  too  much."    It  is  not  a  good 
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thing  to  know  too  much  on  l>oard  a 
ship,  more  especially  when  the  articles  of 
agreement  are  heing  read  out.  The 
captains  do  not  want  the  men  to  under- 
stand too  much  ;  the  less  they  understand, 
in  fact,  the  better,  so  that  when  settling 
day  comes  the  advantage  will  be  all  on 
one  side.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  many 
captains  and  owners  prefer  foreigners  who 
cannot  speak  English.  Another  matter 
of  which  I  have  to  complain  is  their 
failure  to  pay  the  passage  home  of  seamen 
discharged  at  foreign  ports.  Under  the 
186th  Section  owners  are  directed  to  pay 
all  the  expenses  of  sending  seamen  home 
to  the  United  Kingdom  when  they  are 
discharged  at  foreign  ports.  Now,  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Consuls,  when 
men  are  heing  discharged  at  their  offices, 
to  see  that  this  section  is  carried  out, 
The  section  says  that, 

"  Masters  shall,  beside*  paying  the  wages  to 
which  the  seaman  or  apprentice  is  entitled, 
either  provide  him  with  adequate  employment 
on  board  some  other  British  ship  bound  to  the 
port  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions  at  which  he 
was  originally  shipped,  or  to  a  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom  agreed  to  by  the  seaman,  or 
furnish  the  means  of  sending  him  back  to  some 
such  port,  or  provide  him  with  a  passage  home, 
or  deposit  with  the  Consul ir  Office  such  a  sum 
of  money  as  is  by  the  office  or  merchant 
deemed  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of 
maintenance  and  passage  home." 

I  submit  that  under  that  section  the  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  the  Consul,  when 
a  captain   is    discharging   his  crew  in  a 
foreign   port,     to   say   to    that    captain, 
"  You  must  deposit  in  this  office  sufficient 
to  pay  the  man's  expenses  to  the  port  at 
which    he    was    engaged,    and   also   his 
maintenance     at     so     much    per     day, 
so    as     to     provide     him     with     keep." 
Now,  I  find  that  when   crews  are  being 
discharged  before  the   Consul  at  Rotter- 
dam or    Antwerp,    if  a   man   asks  to   be 
sent  home  to  his  port  of  engagement  Her 
Majesty's  consul,  instead  of  insisting  upon 
the    captain    depositing    an   amount   of 
money  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance and  passage  of  the  sailor,  tells  the 
captain   to  deposit   ten   shillings,  which 
is     the     exact     boat     fare     from     Rot- 
terdam  to  Harwich.      And    then    when 
the  man  arrives  at  Harwich  he   has   to 
pay  his  train  expenses  to  Newcastle  or 
Cardiff  out  of  his  wages,  which  may  only 
>>e  a  small  amount.     If  subsequently  he 
Tries  to  recover  his  fare — I  do  wish  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  some 
attention  to  what  I  am  saying,  for  I  am 


certain  he  cannot  reply  without  knowing 
what  I  am  talking  about  —I  say  that 
when  the  man  avails  himself  of  this, 
section  to  claim  his  fare  in  a  court  of  law,, 
the  owner  of  the  ship  produces  the  agree- 
ment   with     the     endorsement    of     the* 

j  Consul,  and  that  shuts  the  man  out  of 
court  altogether.  The  Court  says,  "The 
Consul  said  ten  shillings  was  enough." 
That  is  treated  as  sufficient  answer  to 
the  claim,  and  the  man  is  prevented 
getting  all  he  is  entitled  to.     I  have  been 

'  in  correspondence  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  this  matter.  I  have  asked  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  they  cannot  see  their 
way  clear  to  advise  consuls  to  insist  upon 
payment  of  the  full  fare  with  maintenance. 
If  they  cannot  do  that,  surely  they  could 
advise  Consuls  to  leave  it  an  entirely  open 

!  question,  so  that  if  the  man  chooses  to 
claim  his  full  fare  in  a  court  of  law  he 
may  not  be  faced  with  the  endorsement 

\  of  the   Consul  on  the  articles  of  agree- 

;  ment.     Let  it  be  left  open  to  the  man  to 

!  settle  the  matter  with  the  shipowner  in  a 
court  of  law  when  he  arrives  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Can  it  be  denied  that 
that   is  a  fair   pioposal  to  make  to  the 

;  Board  of  Trade  1     If  the  Board  of  Trade 

i  will  not  do  their  duty  then  leave  it  open 
to  other  people  to  do  it  for  them.  I  think 
I  have  kept  the  House  a  sufficient  time, 

;  although  I  contend  that  I  am  perfectly 
justified    in    making    these    complaints, 

i  seeing  that  seamen  are  not  able  to  come 
to  this  House  and  make  the  complaints 
for  themselves.  As  their  representative 
it  is  my  duty  to  avail  myself  of  every 
opportunity  that  I  can  get,  and  to  keep 
on  knocking  at  the  door  of  this  House  of 
Commons  until  the  Government  do  some- 
thing in  the  direction  of  improving  the 
conditions  under  which  seamen  live  and 
labour.  We  are  told  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Government  are 
anxious  to  do  all  they  can  for  "poor 
Jack."  I  wish  they  would  help  him  to 
save  the  £120,000  which  he  is  swindled 
out  of  in  New  York  every  year.  If  they 
will  do  that  then  we  will  begin  to  see  in 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  sweet  little 
cherub  sitting  up  aloft  looking  after  the 

,  interests  of  poor  Jack,  and  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  will  earn  the  grati- 

!  tude  and  respect  of  the  whole  of  the  sea- 
men of  this  country. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) :  As  regards  the  system  of  crimping 
as  practised   in   New    York    and    other  - 
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1  lead  them  to  support  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesbrough  in  demanding  justice 
and  protection  for  these  men. 

Mr.   MADDISON   (Sheffield,   Bright- 
j  side) :  I  feel  this  question  is  of  such  im- 
'  portance  that  I  must  trespass  on  the  tim»? 
!  of  the  House  in  discussing  it.     The  hon. 
Member  for    Middlesborough   is   a  very 
■  persistent  man,  and  he  has  a  very  great 
and  sacred  cause  to  defend.     I  have  spent 
;  most  of  my  life  in  a  seaport.     I  have  been 
constantly  brought  into  contact  with  sea- 
men, and  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no 
class  in  the  community  who  render  greater 
services  to  the  Empire  than  the  merchant 
seamen  of  this  country,  and  no  class  who 
have  benefited  less  by  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.     Looking  at  these  and  other 
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American  ports  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
a  definite  reply  from  the  Government.  I 
have  read  very  carefully  a  volume  detail- 
ing the  complaints  of  British  subjects  in 
South  Africa  which  more  or  less  brought 
about  the  war,  but  I  have  not  read  in 
that  volume  anything  to  compare  for  a 
moment  with  what  I  have  read  in  the 
volume  published  by  the  Government 
with  reference  to  the  desertions  of  seamen 
in  foreign  ports.  If  what  the  Consuls 
state  in  that  volume  is  true — if  half  of  it 
is  true  —I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  interfere,  and  to  pre- 
vent this  system  which  is  robbing 
seamen  of  their  wages.  In  South 
Africa  millionaires  complained,  but  these 
are  the  complaints  of  working  men.  I 
have  one  particular  case  which  I  wish  to 

put  before  the  President  of  the  Board  of  ,  consWerations  I  Relieve  we  have  a  good 
Trade.  A  man  named  McDonnell,  who  ^  and  t  am  8ure  the  president  of  the 
resides  in  the  constituency  I  have  the  i  ^^  of  Trade  will  realisti  that  anvthjng 
honour  to  represent,  and  who  is  an  intel-  that  c&n  be  done  to  improve  the  j* 
gent  working  man  met  with  an  accident  ;  of  our  seamen  ought  to  be  done. 
in  New  York,  and  had  to  be  confined  in  ,  t  was  yery  sorrv  to  hear  the  repiy  of  ^ 
one  of  the  hospitals.      He  was  left  penni-      -  ■      -    "     ~  -  -  -  .    *     .  . 

loss,  and  was  compelled  to  work  his 
passage  home,  and  he  told  me  that  before 
he  could  obtain  employment  in  an  English 
ship  he  had  to  sign  for  thirty  dollars,  out 
of  which  the  boarding  master  deducted 
twenty  dollars,  and  he  only  earned 
ten  dollars  for  work  for  which  he 
should  have  obtained  thirty  dollars.  I 
maintain  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Foreign  Office  to  protect  these  helpless 
men,  and  to  see  that  no  one  comes  be- 
tween them  and  the  captain  of  the  ship. 
I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
communicate  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  on  this  matter.  If  a  sys- 
tem existed  in  this  country  under  which 
foreign  seamen  were  subjected  to  these 
deductions,  then  I  think  the  Government 
would  step  in  and  protect  these  men  from  ,  does 
being  robbed.  The  hon.  Member  for  |  tne 
Middlesbrough  stated  that   in  New  York 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  night. 
He  discovered  allegations  that  were  never 
intended,  because  no  one  had  disparaged 
Mr.  Sanderson,  and  he  went  on  to  say 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  these  ille- 
galities. What  are  the  facts  ?  The 
shipping  office  in  New  York  is  not  in  the 
same  building  as  the  Consular  office,  and 

!  therefore  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
only  know  if  he  made  definite  inquiries. 

!  But    my    hon.  friend,   as   a   responsible 
Member  of  this  House,  has  said  that  he 

;  himself  during  a  period  of  four  months 
continually  witnessed   scenes   which  the 

;  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  admitted  were,  if  true, 

i  very    shameful.       His    attitude  did  en- 

;  courage  me  more  than  that  of  the  Presi- 
dent of   the  Board  of   Trade.     Our  case 
not    rest  on    mere    hearsay.     In 
report     on    the     desertion  of   sea- 

oijsxswx/v  -ii         i  r  men     which     was     presented      to    the 

alone  £140,000  a  year  is  deducted  from  i  House    on    the    motion    of  the    &\\m 

seamen  s  wages  by  these  crimps.  It  Acimirai  opposite— who  I  am  surprised 
is  a  scandal,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  !  does  not  help  the  mercantile  seamen  as 
to  continue.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  arduously  as  he  helps  the  bluejacket  and 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  pilous  fche  marine— I  find  that  the  Consul  at 
in  this  matter  but  I  would  ask  the  Under  i  Philadelphia  states  that  the  blood-money 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  who  I  think    ig  often  M  high  M  twenty  dollar8j  w] 


is  a  very  reasonable  man,  whether  such  a 
system  should  be  allowed  to  continue 
without  protest.  If  the  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  deal  with  it,  then  the 
agitation  must  go  on,  and  I  hope  the  sense 
of  justice  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel. 


deducted 
Then   the 
says — 


high  as  twenty  dollars,  which  is 
from  the  seaman's  advance. 
Consul   at    Portland,  Oregon, 


"  The  manner  of  engaging  ha*  alway«  ** 
bearing  on  that  of  desertions  "  \ 
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quite  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  | 
derstands  the  gravity  of  the  deser-  | 

i  British  seamen — 

I 
e  it  is  on  that  that  crimps  thrive.     I  | 
en  found  it  difficult  to  induce  masters  i 
h  Teasels  to  engage  independent  sea-  ! 
uiring  in  many  cases  no  advances,  and 
•e  outside  crimps'  houses.     If  they  did 
oarding-house  Keepers  would  refuse  to 
bhe  rest  of  the  crew." 

bout  paramountcy,  but  the  crimp 
imount    here.     Then   the    Consul 

ie  time  ago  the  Mariners'  Home, 
table  institution,  had  to  be  closed  he- 
ritish  shipmasters  preferred  to  patronise 
and  would  not  take  seamen  from   the 


il  to  the  House  whether  my  hon. 
the  Meml>er  for  Middlesbrough  is 
ite  justified  in  bringing  this  matter 
1,  even  at  this  late  hour,  in  the 
3  of  any  satisfactory  reply  or  any 
ndication  that  the  two  Depart- 
to  whom  we  have  appealed  are 
anything.  I  find  that  the  Acting 
General  at  San  Francisco  states 
lere  has  been  a  decrease  in  de- 
3  at  that  port,  which — 

-touted  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
i  system  for  supplying  seamen  to 
ships  in  force  here  for  two  or  three 

Under  this  Hystem  the  iniquitous 
>f  bonus  or  blood  -  mom  $y  for  supplying 

principally  levied  by  lxmrdin^- house 
ore,  has  l>een  abolished,  and  the  induce 
»  seamen  to  desert  is  not  so  great  as 

it  that  this  is  a  long-standing  and 
is  evil,  which  is  sapping  the  moral 
ysical  strength  of  the  mercantile 
We  not  only  present  the  evil, 
maintain  that  it  can  be  very  easily 
ecL  I  do  not  say  that  we  can  have 
m  that  will  prevent  seamen  from 
ng  if  they  have  sufficient  justifica- 
I  would  be  very  sorry  to  see  that 
b  die  out.  The  President  of  the 
of  Trade  seems  to  have  come  to  the 
ion  that  everything  my  hon.  friend 
up  is  tainted,  and  not  to  be  taken 
of.  But  here  we  have  the  testi- 
)f  competent  officials  which  is  not 
L  Consul  Laidlow  supplies  the 
p.     He  says — 

comprehensive  Consular  Convention 
be  concluded  with  the  United   States, 

the  same  exclusive  jurisdiction  now 
d  by  French  and  German  Consuls,  in- 
l  power  to  call  on  the  local  authorities 
essary  assistance. " 
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I  ask  why  the  Government  have  not  acted 
on  that  suggestion.  The  French  and 
German  Governments,  who  have  not  a 
quarter  of  the  interest  that  we  have  in 
the  mercantile  marine,  have  seen  the  evil 
and  have  taken  steps  to  remedy  it.  In 
conclusion,  I  would  appeal  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  stop  this  system  of  crimping. 
I  am  not  unreasonable.  I  know 
my  hon.  friend  in  his  zeal  brings 
a  whole  catalogue  of  grievances  forward, 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  attention 
should  not  be  given  to  one  particular 
grievance  which  stands  out.  With  re- 
ference to  lascars,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  referring  to  my  hon.  friend's 
speech,  made  a  retort  which  was  justified. 
He  told  my  hon.  friend  that  his  desire 
was  not  so  much  to  benefit  the  lascars  as 
to  get  rid  of  them.  I  do  not  see  why 
foreigners  should  be  excluded  from 
British  ships  any  more  than  they  are 
excluded  from  British  workshops.  I 
would  resist  that  most  strenuously.  I 
only  know  men,  not  nationalities.  How- 
ever, I  would  not  wish  to  see  ships 
manned  with  lascars,  because  they  are 
not  equal  to  British  seamen  ;  but  as  long 
as  they  sail  under  the  British  flag  they 
come  under  the  Imperial  law,  and 
they  should  have  the  full  benefit  of  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
lascars  had  presented  a  petition,  in  which 
they  prayed  not  to  have  their  beloved 
Indian  fashion  interfered  with.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  an  experienced 
politician,  really  believe  that  that  was  a 
genuine  petition  1  He  knows  very  well 
that  these  men  would  sign  a  petition 
even  to  have  their  wages  reduced  if  the 
same  steps  were  taken  to  induce  them. 
The  Government  allow  the  P.  and  0. 
Company  to  employ  this  inferior  labour 
not  for  the  good  of  the  community,  not 
for  the  good  of  the  lascars,  but  for  the 
company  s  own  gain  ;  and  this  is  the 
Government  that  want  to  keep  out 
pauper  aliens  !  I  cannot  see  the  con- 
sistency or  the  justice  of  trying  to  help 
the  wretched  workmen  of  the  East  End 
of  London  by  keeping  out  pauper  aliens, 
and  at  the  same  time  encouraging  rich 
shipping  companies  to  employ  lascar 
labour. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  three  hon. 
Members  who  have  spoken  last  have  re- 
ferred to  a  subject  which  is  only  remotely 


who 
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connected  with  the  Department  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent.  It  must 
be  obvious  that  what  these  three  hon. 
Members  have  asked  is  considerably 
beyond  what  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  perform.  What  the 
Government  is  performing  is  a  very  small 
modicum  of  what  they  desire.  Perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  paper 
from  which  extracts  have  been  read  was 
not  ordered  by  the  House,  but  was  pub- 
lished by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  Reports 
supplied  by  the  Foreign  Office  in  order 
that  the  subject  should  be  brought  before 
the  public.  The  Board  of  Trade  pressed 
the  Foreign  Office  to  get  the  information 
in  order  that  it  might  be  placed 
before  the  shipowners  of  this  country,  and 
the  Board  of  Trade  is  constantly  pressing 
this  subject  on  the  attention  of  ship- 
owners who  can  do  most  in  the  matter. 
There  has  been  no  remissness  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Consuls,  nor  any  defect  in 
the  British  law.  If  the  practice  complained 
of  could  be  stopped  by  British  consuls  it 
would  be  stopped.  The  practice  can  only 
be  checked  by  the  British  Consuls  in 
their  own  offices,  but  there  is  nothing 
whatever  to  prevent  the  system,  which  is 
undoubtedly  an  abuse,  being  carried  on 
immediately  outside  these  offices  in  New 
York  and  other  ports.  The  main  fact 
remains  that  we  are  dealing  with  a 
foreign  country,  and  that  we  cannot  deal 
with  these  matters  by  a  single  piece  of 
legislation  in  this  House. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL:  You 
.can  make  representations  to  the  United 
States  Government. 
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♦Mr.  BRODKICK:  Constant  represen- 
tations have  been  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  this  subject,  but  the  point ! 
I  was  going  to  make  is  that  in  order  to 
give  effect  to  these  representations   legis- . 
lation  would  bo  necessary  by  the  different 
States  of  America  which  it  is  not  in  the  ] 
power  of  the  United  States  Government  ■ 
to  bring  into  being.     The  law  in  Portland  ' 
might  be  different  from  the  law  in  New  j 
York,  and  I  would  urge  that  we  should 
not  be   pressed  to  give   an   undertaking  i 
which  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  carry  out.  i 
Her  Majesty's  Government  can  do  only 
-two  things.     They  can  bring  the  facts  to 
light  and  endeavour  to  preserve  order  in 
their  own  shipping   offices.     Those   who 
can  assist  most  are  the  shipping  masters 

Mr.  Brodrick. 


engage  the  men,  and  I  can 
assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  the 
Chamber  of  Shipping  can  assist  to  a  very 
large  extent  in  this  matter.  I  do  not 
wish  hon.  Gentlemen  to  carry  away  the 
idea  that  the  Government  are  in  th« 
slightest  degree  remiss  about  this  matter. 
I  We  desire  that  the  abuse  should  be  re- 
i  medied.  The  Board  of  Trade  has  been 
most  active  throughout  with  regard  to  it, 
and,  so  far  as  the  Foreign  Office  can  sup- 
port them,  though  it  can  only  be  in  a 
modified  form,  we  are  perfectly  ready  to 
give  the  best  attention  to  the  subject. 
There  is  one  thing  we  cannot  do— -we 
cannot  amend  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  nor,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  can  the 
United  States  Government,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  representations  from  this 
side  of  the  water,  exercise  the  same 
authority  throughout  all  the  States  as 
can  be  exercised  by  this  House  over  the 
United  Kingdom.  My  right  hon.  friend 
informs  me  that  in  the  course  of  the  last 
few  weeks  he  has  been  taking  steps  in 
the  matter,  and  I  think  hon.  Members 
would  do  well  to  wait  and  see  whether 
something  effective  cannot  be  done  in 
the  direction  they  desire. 

Mr.  MADDISON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  replied  with  reference 
to  the  Consular  Convention  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Laidlow. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  We  will  give  our 
best  attention  to  the  subject,  but  I  cannot 
be  expected  to  promise  more  than  we  may 
be  able  to  perform.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  exercise  patience  in  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  the  variety  of  questions 
put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ross 
and  Cromarty,  we  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  observance  of  the  local  laws  by 
trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth,  but  to  give 
an  undertaking  such  as  he  desires  would 
open  up  a  very  large  question  connected 
with  the  fishing  industry. 

*Mr.  WEIR :  I  asked  for  information 
as  to  the  progress  of  storage  accommocla 
tion. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  mentioned  last 
year  that  as  a  result  of  representations 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  accom- 
modation was  considerably  increased,  and 
if  it  is  not  now  sufficient  it  is  not  for 
want  of  pressure  on  our  part.  He  also 
asked  me  to  give  a  pledge  that  certain 
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Papers  with  reference  to  North  Borneo 
should  be  laid  befoie  the  House.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  correspondence  on 
the  subject  which  has  not  been  given  to 
the  House.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
use  of  the  Maltese  language  in  the  police- 
courts  of  Malta  I  can  only  tell  the  hon. 
Member  what  I  told  him  before. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  entirely  sympathise  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough,  and 
will  support  him  with  my  vote.  He 
knows  what  he  is  talking  about,  and  the 
British  seaman  ought  to  feel  grateful  to 
him  for  the  ability  with  which  he  has 
championed  his  case  before  the  House. 
Surely  the  Government  have  some 
machinery  at  their  disposal  which  would 
enable  them  to  get  information  on  this 
subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
said  that  the  Government  cannot  make 
laws  for  the  United  States,  but  they  can 
set  their  own  house  in  order.  They 
might  set  to  work  at  once  by  means  of  a 
Royal  Commission  and  get  the  facts,  and 
if  it  is  proved  that  the  statements  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough  are 
true,  they  could  then  approach  the 
American  Government.  It  is  notorious 
that  sailors  suffer  from  these  grievances, 
and  it  appears  an  extraordinary  thing 
to  me  that  the  Government  should  treat 
them  so  lightly.  It  is  not  by  treating 
sailors  in  this  manner  that  the  youth  of 
the  country  can  be  induced  to  enter  the 
mercantile  service.  This  is  in  a  sense  an 
Irish  question,  for  any  question  that  con- 
cerns the  working  classes  always  appeals 
to  the  Irish  Members,  and  when  a 
reasonable  and  just  case  is  made  out  we 
are  always  ready  to  support  it.  If  my 
hon.  friend  goes  to  a  division,  as  I  hope 
he  will,  I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
vote  with  him. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  It  is 
unfortunate  that  a  matter  of  this  im 
portance  should  come  forward  at  such  a 
fate  hour,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
a  better  practice  if  Report  of  Supply 
could  be  brought  forward  at  such 
.a  time  as  would  enable  matters  to  be 
conveniently  discussed.  I  may  be  asked 
why  I  interfere  in  this  debate.  My  reason 
is  rather  a  practical  one.  Several  years 
ago,  before  I  entered  the  House,  I  myself 
was  for  several  years  in  the  mercantile 
marine,  and  I  sailed  on  a  British  ship  as 
an  apprentice.    I  lived  practically  with 
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the  men,  and  spent  most  of  my  time  in 
the  forecastle,  and  took  every  opportunity 
of  observing  as  closely  as  I  could  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  sailors  in  the 
mercantile  marine  lived  ;  and  nothing  has 
ever  succeeded  in  effacing  from  my  mind 
the  impression  which  I  then  formed  of  the 
disagreeable  conditions  under  which  they 
live.  I  remember  at  that  time  comparing 
most  unfavourably  the  conditions  under 
which  British  sailors  lived  with  the  con- 
ditions under  which  men  in  the  same 
position  in  the  American  mercantile 
marine  lived,  the  latter  being  in  every 
respect  infinitely  superior.  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  am  interested  in  this  matter. 
The  second  reason  is  that  a  great  many 
sailors  in  the  mercantile  marine  are  Irish- 
men. Hon.  Gentlemen  have  referred  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  mercantile 
sailors  are  engaged  and  discharged  in 
foreign  ports.  We  nave  heard  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  crimps  in  New  York, 
but  I  go  further  than  the  hon.  Member 
who  raised  this  debate.  I  think  that 
there  should  be  a  strict  inquiry,  not  only 
into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
discharge  and  engagement  of  sailors  in 
foreign  ports  and  in  this  country,  but  also 
into  the  circumstances  connected  with 
their  lives  on  board  ship.  With  reference 
to  the  foreign  part  of  the  question  I  must 
say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  did 
not  display  that  sympathy  which  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  him. 
Apparently  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  not  prepared  to  deal  with  this 
question  in  that  spirit  of  sympathy  which 
it  deserves.  Many  people  in  this  country 
look  upon  the  subject  of  the  manning  of 
the  mercantile  marine  as  one  of  vital 
importance,  and  I  do  not  think  it  should 
be  suggested  to  be  any  disparagement  of 
the  non.  Member  for  Middlesbrough 
that  he  represents  the  interests  of 
merchant  sailors.  I  have  often  wished 
that  we  had  in  this  House  a  man  to  deal 
with  these  matters  like  Mr.  Clark  Russell, 
who  has  taken  up  so  ably  the  question  of 
the  mercantile  marine.  We  want  someone 
like  him  to  second  the  efforts  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough.  I 
consider  that  the  answer  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  is  quite 
unsatisfactory,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
blame  him.  It  is  quite  evident  to  me 
that  he  has  not  grasped  this  question  at 
all.  The  attitude  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  certainly  not  particu- 
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larly  sympathetic,  but  neither  he  nor  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  nor 
the  Government  generally,  appear  to 
have  got  the  necessary  informa- 
tion to  allow  them  to  realise  the 
importance  of  the  question.  I  have 
a  suggestion  to  make.  This  is 
not  a  very  busy  session,  we  have 
no  great  legislative  programme  to  deal 
with,  and  I  would  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesbrough  and  his 
friends  that  they  might  well  ask  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  whole  circum- 
stances under  which  men  are  engaged  and 
work  in  the  mercantile  marine.  An  an- 
nouncement that  such  a  Committee  was 
to  be  appointed  would  give  intense  satis- 
faction to  large  masses  of  people  in  this 
country.  I  remember  well  the  time  when 
Mr.  Samuel  Plimsoll  raised  his  agitation 
in  this  House.  I  was  not  a  Member  then, 
but  I  have  a  vivid  recollection,  seated  as 
I  wTas  in  the  Strangers'  Gallery,  of  seeing 
him  expelled  from  the  House,  and  of 
noticing  his  wife  drop  the  speech  which  he 
wished  to  make  on  behalf  of  merchant 
seamen  from  the  Ladies'  Gallery  into  the 
Reporters'  Gallery.  Everybody  now 
acknowledges  that  Mr.  Samuel  Plimsoll 
performed  a  service  of  the  greatest 
possible  benefit,  and  his  memory  is  revered 
as  that  of  one  of  the  greatest  humani- 
tarians of  the  age.  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
hon.  Members  for  Middlesbrough,  Stock- 
ton, and  the  Brightside  Division  of 
Sheffield  following  in  his  steps  Although 
coffin  ships  may  not  be  sent  to  sea  as  they 
were  before  the  Plimsoll  line  was  estab- 
lished, I  venture  to  assert  that  the  condi- 
tions under  which  our  merchant  sailors 
are  compelled  to  live  are  such 
as  to  disgust  the  minds  of  im- 
partial men.  Reference  has  been  made 
to  the  employment  of  lascars  by  the  P. 
and  0.  and  other  companies.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  in  order  for 
me,  at  this  stage,  to  go  into  that  question. 
In  any  case  it  is  too  late  to  do  so  to-night, 
so  I  will  merely  say  this,  that  in  my 
opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  many  Irish 
seamen, .  it  is  not  fair  that  large  and 
wealthy  ship-owning  companies,  which 
draw  from  the  taxpayers  of  the  country 
enormous  sums  of  money  every  year,  in 
the  form  of  subsidies  for  mail  contracts, 
should  employ  cheap  black  labour  in  the 
place  of  British  and  Irish  seamen,  many 
of  whom  are  to  be  found  eager  and  willing 
to  ship  on   reasonable    terms.     Such   a 
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practice   is    high!}7    detrimental   to    the 
interests  of  this  country.     No  doubt  these 
lascars  are  taken  on  because  they  accept 
low  wages,  but  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  in  times  of  stress,  trial,  and  crisis 
they  would  be  found  of  far  less  value  than 
Irish  or  British  seamen  should  their  ser- 
vices  be   required.      I  have    repeatedly 
travelled  by  the  boats  of  one  of   these 
companies     between     this    country   and 
Australia,    and     I    know    that,    among 
many  people,  there  is  a  preference   for 
travelling  by  the  Orient  Steam  Company, 
because    their    vessels    are    manned   by 
British,  Irish,  and  colonial  sailors,  while 
the  P.  and  O.  Company's  boats  are  largely 
manned  by  lascars.    If  any  hon.  Member 
representing    a     maritime     constituency 
thinks  that  my  observations  are  not  justi- 
fied, I  am  ready  to  go  down  with  him  and 
discuss  the  matter  with  his  constituents, 
and  I  venture  to  think  he  will  find  that 
they  agree  substantially  in  all  I  have  said. 
I  admire  the  hon.  Member  for  Middles- 
brough for  sticking  to  this  question.    I 
have    still    a   lively   recollection  of  the 
miserable    pigsties    and   dens  in   which 
sailors  are  forced  to  live  on  ships.     They 
hardly  have  room  to  lie  down.     With  all 
respect,  I  appeal  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  give  further  considera- 
tion to  the  case  of  these  men,  than  whom 
are  to  be  found  no  class  more  unfairly 
treated  and  more  underpaid.      I  do  not 
ask    him    to     say    definitely    forthwith 
whether  he  will  agree  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee,   should  one  be 
moved  for  ;  I  know  he  must  first  consult 
his  colleagues ;  but  I  do  think  this  is  a 
matter  which  should  engage  the  careful 
attention  of  the  Government. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  am  not  following 
with  another  speech,  but  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Home  Secretary  to 
something  which  has  occurred  to-night, 
and  to  explain  the  circumstances.  A 
meeting  was  announced  to  be  held  in 
Exeter  Hall  to-night,  the  object  being  to 
stop  the  war.  It  was  quite  an  orderly 
meeting,  but  I  suppose  it  will  not  stop 
the  war.  In  consequence  of  the 
announcement  that  the  meeting  would  1* 
held,  the  following  notice  appeared  in  an 
evening  paper,  and  I  believe  it  was  also 
published  on  placards.  But  I  am  not 
quite  certain  on  that  point.  I  think  the 
House   will    see,  however,  that  it  is  * 
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.  incitement  to,  I  will  not  say  riot, 
disorderly  conduct- - 

Boers  in  Exeter  Hall.  Stop  the  War 
to-night.  <  >ught  not  to  he  allowed  to 
n<l  thus  publicly  condemn  the  war. 
jvho  rejoiced  exceedingly  last  night  can 
n  their  enthusiasm  by  going  to  Exeter 
night  and  showing  the  pro- Boers  that 
ntiment*  are  not  popular." 

ve  that  these  sentiments  are  not 
r  with  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
m  they  show  it  in  a  proper  way, 
ly  do  not  attack  me.  [An  Hon. 
:r  :  "We  ought  to  do  soj  We  were 
srly  at  Exeter  Hall.  I  was  there. 
Fter  we  had  commenced  the  meet- 
Dwever,  a  tremendous  noise  was 
the  door  was  forced  open,  in  spite 
attempts  to  keep  it  closed,  and  a 
r  of  men  rushed  into  the  room 
ig    and   yelling    and  waving    the 

Jack,  an  emblem  which  I,  as  a 
ic  Englishman,  am  very  sorry  to 
rften  used  as  an  implement  of  dis- 

Well,  this  body  of  assailants  was 
d.  I  am  happy  to  say  we  were 
enough  to  do  that.  The  meeting 
>roceeded  in  an  orderly  manner  for 

or  twenty  minutes,  when  news 
p  that  there  was  a  violent  contest 
>n  on  the  stairs,  that  it  would  not 

to  continue,  and  that  the  best  way 
be  to  conclude  the  meeting.  We 
1  to  do  so,  and  the  question  then 
w  to  get  home.  Just  as  we  had 
1  to  break  up  the  meeting  fresh 
ame  that  our  forces  had  rallied  and 
repulsed  the  enemy.  The  result 
at  we  managed  to  hold  the  meeting 
ecently.  It  was  a  ticket  meeting, 
ur  with  our  own  money.  After 
r  interval  we  were  again  disturbed 
eous  shouts  and  roars  outside,  but 

end  of  two  hours  we  concluded 
eting.  My  hon.  friends  who  were 
e  managed  to  get  out  by  a  side  door, 
was  kindly  opened  for  us  ;  we  got 

four-wheeled   cab,    and    told    the 

to  take  us  by  the  most  unfre- 
d  ways  to  this  House,  which  we 
1  in  safety.    I  bring  this  before  the 

because  I  am  informed  that  when 
age  was  sent  to  the  police  they  did 
;em  at  all  inclined  to  come  and 
order.  At  all  events  they  were 
ardy  in  doing  it.  I  believe  they 
)me  at   last,   and  I    really  believe 

would  have  been  serious  work  if 
iad  not  come.  What  I  want  to  do 
is    to  call    the  attention    of      the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary,  who  is  the  head  of  the  police 
force,  to  the  facts,  and  ask  him  to  be  good 
enough  to  give  orders  to  the  police  that 
on  future  occasions  like  this  they  shall 
protect  the  people  attending  these 
meetings.  However  unpopular  our 
opinions  may  be,  I  think  we  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  express  them,  and  the  more  so 
because  we  are  so  small  a  minority.  I 
appeal  with  confidence  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  protect  orderly  people*  who 
are  engaged  in  holding  a  perfectly  legiti- 
mate meeting.  As  I  understand  it,  one  of 
i  the  reasons  advanced  for  this  war  in  the 
Transvaal  is  that  our  fellow-subjects  out 
there  were  not  allowed  free  speech,  and  yet 
that  is  the  very  privilege  it  is  sought  to 
deprive  us  of. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 

HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M.  White 

Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  However 

little  the  sympathy  which  the  majority  of 

this  House  feels  with  the  opinions  of  the 

hon.  Baronet  on  the  Transvaal  War,  I  am 

quite  sure  he  has  our  sympathy  in  the 

unfortunate     experience     he    has     been 

through  to-night.     But  many  of  us  have 

had    somewhat    similar     experiences    at 

political  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the 

country,   and   not   a  few  hon.  Members 

have  had   to  escape  by  back  doors  and 

;  travel  by  unfrequented   streets   to  their 

homes  in  the  course  of  their  careers  as 

political  candidates.     Of  course,  there  is 

a  more  serious  side  to  this  question.     I 

knew  nothing  of  the  intention  of  the  hon. 

Baronet  and   his    friends   to    hold    this 

\  meeting,  and  I  have  only  heard  of  the 

i  circumstances  to-night.    The  hon.  Baronet 

I  is  quite  within  his  right  in  calling  atten- 

,  tion  to  it,  but,  of  course,  until  I  have  had 

.  an  opportunity  of  making  inquiry,  I  can 

■  say  nothing   about   the   conduct   of   the 

'  police,  or  whether  they  were  or  were  not 

I  wanting  in    their  duty.     As  the   House 

knows,  it  is  a  very   delicate   matter  for 

the  police  to  interfere  in  these  meetings. 

! 

Sir    WILFRID    LAWSON :    1    only 
complain  that  they  were  rather  tardy. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  On  an 
;  occasion  which  closely  approaches  to  a  riot 
it  is  difficult  to  say  whether,  in  coming  on 
the  scene,  the  police  are  or  are  not  tardy. 
'.  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will  make  some 
i  inquiry,  as  at  present  I  know  nothing  at 
,  all  about  the  matter. 
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Question  put. 
The  House  divided :  -Ayes,  96  ;  Noes,  22. 
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Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Bailev,  James  (Walworth) 
Bairtf,  John  G.  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Ht.  Hn.  A  J.(Manch'r 
Baubury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,Ut.  Hn.SirM.  H.(  Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander 
Blun«iell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (D'rbysh're 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Woro'r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Heniy 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dunoombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 


AYES. 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster)       | 
Gedge,  Sydney  j 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans  ' 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Root.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Heath,  James 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hn  James  Henry  Cecil 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
La  wrence,SirE  D  urning-  ( Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverp'l) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowles,  John 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
Massey- Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Moore,  William,  (Antrim) 
More,  Rpbt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morrell,'  George  Herbert 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray.Coi.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 


Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Peon,  John 

Phill potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes.  Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryce-Jonea,  Lt.  -Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  SirMatthew  \Y. 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Cha*.ThonMon 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  James  Par ker( Lanark* 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedler 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  JG(Oxf  dUnivJ 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby ,  Lt-Col.  AC.  E(Tauof) 
Welby,SirCharlesG.E  (Notts.) 
Williams,  J.  Powell  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(B*th 
Wyvill,  Marmadake  D'Arcy 
Young.Commander  (Berkt,E.) 
Tellers   for    the  Aybs- 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Alls  ton 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
CrUly,  Daniel 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesSeale 


NOES. 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nor thumb.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 


Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,J.(Stockton-on.Tea) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs- 
Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Maddison. 


DEATHS  FROM  STARVATION,  OR 
ACCELERATED  BY  PRIVATION 
(LONDON). 

Address  for  "  Return  of  the  number  of 
all  Deaths  in  the  administrative  county 
of  London  in  the  year  1899  upon  which  a 
Coroner's  Jury  has  returned  a  Verdict 
of  Death  from  Starvation,  or  Death 
accelerated  by  Privation ;  together  with 
any  Observations  furnished  to  the  Local 
Government     Board      by      Boards     of 


Guardians  with  reference  to  cases  in- 
cluded in  the  Return  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  334,  of  Session 
1899)."— (Mr.  Talbot.) 

It  being  after  One  of  the  clock,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  One  of 
the  clock  till  Monday  next. 
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APPENDIX      I. 


STATEMENT 

OF 

FIRST    LORD    OF    THE    ADMIRALTY, 

EXPLANATORY    OF   THE 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1900-1901. 


Presented  to  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 


The  Navy  Estimates  for  1900-1901  amount  to  a  net  total  of  £27,522,600,  being 
i  increase  of  £928,100  beyond  the  amount  of  £26,594,500  voted  for  the  year 
399-1900. 

Of  this  sum  of  £928,100  the  various  Votes  connected  with  the  personnel 
►count  for  £447,600.  The  greater  part  of  this  amount  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the 
umbers  voted.  Among  other  causes  which  have  contributed  to  produce  this  increase 
•e  the  grant  of  higher  pay  to  the  Marines  sanctioned  last  year,  and  various 
nprovements  in  pay  and  allowances  to  the  Medical  Service. 

The  Miscellaneous  Votes  show  an  increase  of  £27,900. 

The  Works  Vote  shows  an  increase  of  £50,700. 

The  Vote  for  Ordnance  is  increased  by  £293,900,  which,  however,  includes  a 
im  of  £117,000  for  ammunition  transferred  to  the  Army  in  this  financial  year,  and 
hich,  though  paid  for,  could  not  be  replaced  until  next  year. 

Vote  8  shows  a  net  increase  of  £108,000.  The  three  subheads  of  which  it  is 
imposed  show  the  following  comparison  : — 

£. 
Section    I. — Dockyard  wages,  &c. — Increase      -  95,000 

„        II. — Naval  stores,  including  steam  vessel  coal — Increase     285,000 
„      III.— Contract  work— Decrease 272,000 

A  considerable  amount  of  unforeseen  and  exceptional  expenditure,  for  which 
;herwise  a  Supplementary  Estimate  would  have  been  necessary,  has,  with  the  consent 
:  the  Treasury,  been  defrayed  out  of  the  unspent  balance  on  the  vote  for  contract 
ork.     Among  the  principal  items  are  upwards  of  £350,000  excess  expenditure  on 
mI,  due  partly  to  increased  cost,  partly  to  operations  in  connexion  with  South  Africa, 
artly  to  strengthening  of  stocks ;  about  £300,000  on  the  victualling  vote  ;  £50,000 
or  extra  dockyard   labour;    nearly  £300,000  for  increased  prices  and   increased 
jurchases  of  Naval  Stores  other  than  coals.     Smaller  additional  sums  have  a\so  \>een 
spent  on  sea  conveyance,  telegraphic  communications,  and  miscellaneous  itexna.    T\ie 
titate  of  war  with  the  South  African  Republics,   and  its  attendant  ci  rciiTii&taxti^&i 
,  natoirauy  caused  a  considerable  expenditure  beyond  that  provided  for  io  tb.^  ^®w^ 
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Estimate.     The  total  additional  expenditure  thus  incurred,  or  still  to  be  incurred 
during  the  financial  year,  amounts  to  a  little  more  than  £1,000,000. 

NUMBERS. 

The  total  number  of  Officers,  Seamen  and  Boys,  Coastguard,  and  Royal  Marines 
voted  for  the  year  1900-1901  is  114,880,  being  an  increase  of  4,240  as  compared  with 
the  number  voted  in  the  year  1899-1900. 

The  total  number  l>orne  on  the  1st  February,  1900,  was  110,273,  leaving  367  to 
be  added  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  financial  year.  The  number  similarly  borne 
on  1st  February,  1899  was  10o,280.  Recruiting  generally  has  been  good,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  total  number  voted  will  be  probably  reached  by  the  1st  April 
next,  though  there  may  still  be  a  falling  off  in  some  of  the  artificer  ratings. 

The  additions  proposed  are  composed  as  follows  : — 

220  Officers. 
3,050  Petty  Officers  and  Seamen. 
150  Engine-room  Staff. 
200  Miscellaneous. 
300  Marines. 
320  Apprentices  (Artizan  ratings). 

4,240 


Consequent  on  the  gradual  increase  in  the  lists  of  Captains  and  Commander^ 
sanctioned  by  Order  in  Council  of  November,  1898,  the  number  of  Officers  eligible 
for  higher  rates  of  full  and  half  pay  has  been  proportionately  increased. 

The  promotion,  status,  and  pay  of  Engineer  Officers  have  been  recently  considered 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Board,  with  the  result  that  the  following  changes  have  been 
approved: — 

The  list  of  Chief  Inspectors  of  Machinery  has  been  increased  from  5  to  8,  and 

that  of  Inspectors  of  Machinery  from  8  to  13. 
The  Engineer-in-Chief  has  been  given  the  relative  rank  of  a  Rear- Admiral 
The  raiilc  of  Staff  Engineer  has  been  abolished. 
Chief  Engineers  will  rank  with  Lieutenants  of  and  above  8  years'  seniority,  while 

Engineers  on  promotion  will  rank  with  Lieutenants  of  less  than  8  yearf 

seniority,  instead  of  as  now,  with  but  after  Lieutenants. 
In  other  respects  the  relative  rank  of  Engineer  officers  remains  unchanged 
Engineers  will  be  given  a  new  scale  of  pay,  viz. : — 

On  promotion         -         -         -         -     10s.  a  day. 
After  4  years         -         •         -         -     lis.     „ 
After  8  *   „  -         -         -        -     12s.     „ 

and  the  allowance  of  Is.  a  day  at  present  paid  to  Senior  Engineers  for  all 
ships  will  be  replaced  by  a  scale  varying,  according  to  responsibility,  from  Is.  to 
2s.  Gd.  a  day. 

In  order  to  further  encourage  signalling  in  the  Navy,  an  allowance  of  8<L  a  daf 
for  instructional  duties  will  be  granted  to  40  Chief  or  other  Yeomen  of  Signals  in 
Battleships,  first  class  Cruisers  and  Depot  Ships,  and  the  "  higher  standard  "  allowance 
of  3d.  a  day  will  be  granted  to  an  increased  numl>er  of  petty  officers  and  men  of  the 
signal  class  above  the  rating  of  signalmen. 

The  numbers  of  Inspectors-General  and  Deputy  Inspectors-General  of  Hospitals 
and  Fleets  have  been  increased,  and  the  conditions  required  for  promotion  to  those 
ranks  have  been  modified. 

The  period  of  the  course  of  instruction  at  Haslar  Hospital  for  Surgeons  on  entry 
has  been  extended,. and  the  award  of  prizes  at  the  end  of  each  session  introduced. 

The  number  of  Medical  officers  allowed  to  undergo  periods  of  study  at  Medial 
Schools  has  been  considerably  increased,  and  the  privilege  extended  to  the  senior 
ranks. 
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An  additional  Professor  has  been  appointed  on  the  instructing  staff  at  Haslar  in 
nnection  with  the  study  of  diseases  of  foreign  stations. 

Medical  Officers  newly  entered  will  in  future  be  only  required  to  provide  them- 
Ives  with  a  pocket  case  of  instruments,  as  all  Ships  bearing  Medical  Officers,  and 
aval  and  Marine  Barracks  will  be  supplied  with  surgical  instruments  at  the  public 
«t  within  the  next  three  years. 

To  meet  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  suitable  men  for  the  rating  of  Sick  Berth 
ttendant,  the  pay  and  prospects  of  this  class  have  been  improved,  and  the  rank  of 
arrant  Officer  granted  to  the  position  of  Ward  Master  at  the  three  principal 
Kpitals.     An  extended  course  of  training  will  be  introduced  for  Probationers. 

The  Boys'  Training  Ship  Gang™,  which  had  been  stationed  at  Falmouth,  has  been 
moved  to  Harwich,  which  it  is  hoped  will  encourage  the  recruiting  of  boys  on  the 
ist  Coast. 

Consequent  on  the  recommendations  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board, 
e  pay  and  position  of  Domestics  have  been  considerably  improved  with  the  object 
attracting  a  more  desirable  class  of  men,  and  of  relieving  officers  of  many  expenses 
id  difficulties  inherent  in  the  former  system. 

The   Royal    Marines. 

2,585  Recruits  were  raised  for  the  Corps  during  the  year,  of  whom  676  joined 
e  Artillery  branch.  The  average  height  of  these  men  on  entry  ranged  from  5  feet 
i  inches  to  5  feet  8  inches  for  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery,  from  5  feet  5£  inches  to 
feet  6  inches  for  the  Royal  Marine  Light  Infantry. 

The  wastage  of  the  Corps  for  the  12  months  amounted  to  2,078  men. 

An  additional  Annual  Gratuitous  Issue  of  a  pair  of  Canvas  Shoes  has  l*een 
iproved  for  all  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Men  serving  on  shore  for  the  purpose 
relieving  the  feet  after  marching,  (fee.     This  issue  will  commence  on  the  1st  April 

!Xt. 

The  Barrack  Room  accommodation  at  Walmer  is  still  insufficient  for  the 
lartering  of  the  whole  of  the  Recruits  at  the  Depot,  and  the  temporary  removal  of 
e  Royal  Marine  Artillery  Recruits  to  Eastney  therefore  still  continues.  Additional 
commodation,  which  is  also  required  at  the  latter  Establishment,  is  being  provided 
r  the  conversion  of  the  Married  Quarters  into  Barrack-rooms.  This  work  will  be 
•mpleted  shortly. 

The  building  of  the  new  Hospital  at  Walmer  is  nearing  completion.  Steps  will 
en  be  taken  to  provide  additional  accommodation  by  the  conversion  of  tne  old 
ospital  into  single  men's  quarters. 

A  Gymnasium  has  been  built  at  Eastney  and  taken  over  for  use. 

The  Eastney  Rifle  Range  has  been  completed  up  to  500  yards,  and  good 
ogress  is  being  made  with  the  remaining  portion. 

The  negotiations  for  procuring  a  Rifle  Range  at  Plymouth  for  the  use  of  the 
jyal  Marines  have  not  yet  been  concluded.  Consequently  for  the  greater  part  of 
e  year  the  practice  was  carried  out  at  Browndown.  The  Army  Ranges  at 
•egantle,  however,  are  now  temporarily  available. 

The  Armament  of  the  Gun  Drill  Batteries  at  the  se\  eral  Divisions  has  been  im- 
oved  by  the  addition  of  several  Quick  Firing  Guns  ;  several  of  the  ordinary  B.L. 
ins  have  also  been  replaced  by  Quick  Firing  Guns. 

At  the  Chatham  Division  a  new  Drill  Battery  for  light  Quick  Firing  and 
achine  Guns  is  building,  and  will  be  finished  shortly. 

A  Battalion  of  Marines  took  part  in  the  Army  Drills  and  Manoeuvres  on  Salis- 
ry  Plain  during  the  month  of  July.  The  men  were  attached  to  the  3rd  Brigade 
usisting  of  Guards  and  Lincolnshire  Regiments. 

The  Detachment  of  Royal  Marine  Artillery  lent  to  the  Dominion  Government 
•  Submarine  and  Defence  work  at  Vancouver  Island  were  finally  withdrawn  in 
ptember  last  after  six  years'  useful  work  at  that  Station. 

Eight  Field  and  six  Company  Officers  have  been  lent  to  the  Army  for  special 
•vice  during  the  war  in  South  Africa. 
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The  total  number  of  Executive  Officers  now  on  the  Active  List,  who  have  served 
for  12  months  or  more  in  the  Navy,  or  who  are  now  undergoing  12  months'  training, 
is  267,  an  increase  of  24  since  last  year. 

Vacancies  for  Executive  Officers  are  filled  up  as  soon  as  they  occur.  There  are 
now  302  qualified  candidates  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  appointment  to  the  Reserve, 
but  only  about  50  vacancies  can  be  filled  in  the  course  of  a  year,  20  of  which  are 
given  to  cadets  nominated  from  the  mercantile  training  ships,  Worcester  and  Conway, 

The  establishment  of  Engineer  Officers,  R.N.R.,  is  fixed  at  400.  The  present 
number  borne  is  380,  being  an  increase  of  29  over  last  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
all  vacancies  will  be  filled  within  the  next  six  months  at  the  present  rate  of 
volunteering. 

The  Instructional  Classes  for  Engineers  in  the  Home  Dockyard  Reserves,  com- 
menced in  1898,  have  been  continued.  Three  courses  of  six  Officers  are  held  each 
year,  and  the  number  of  applicants  is  far  in  excess  of  the  number  authorised.  Tho 
Officers  who  have  been  through  the  course  have  been  well  reported  on  for  conduct  and 
attention,  and  have  appreciated  the  instruction  and  experience  afforded. 

During  the  year  1899, 1,292  seamen  and  544  firemen  were  enrolled,  as  compared 
with  2,536  and  621  respectively  in  1898. 

On  the  31st  December,  1899,  the  numbers  borne,  as  compared  with  the  numbers 
voted,  were : — 


Voted. 


Borne. 


Qualified  Seamen,  and  1st  Glass  (old  system) 
Seamen  class,  and  2nd  Class  (old  system) 
Firemen- 
Boys      ----- 

Totals  -  -  -  - 


11,700 

11,300 

3,500 

250 


26,750 


11,001 

10,961 

3,494 

256 


25,712 


The  numbers  voted  for  1899  included  an  increase  of  1,000  beyond  the  numbers 
voted  for  1898,  and  the  above  figures  show  that  they  have  not  been  obtained. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1899,  980  men  were  embarked  for  six 
months'  naval  training.     In  1898  the  number  was  1,711. 

The  decrease  in  the  numbers  entered  and  also  in  those  embarked  for  naval  train- 
ing occurred  chiefly  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  financial  year,  when  the  fishing 
industry  was  unusually  active.  It  is  also  stated  that  latterly  unusually  good  wages 
thave  prevailed  owing  to  the  large  number  of  transports  employed,  and  that  there 
have  been  many  vacancies  at  the  docks,  owing  to  reservists  being  called  up  for  ser- 
vice with  the  colours. 

The  result  of  the  six  months'  training  in  a  man-of-war  on  the  men  is  remark- 
ably good,  and  it  is  quite  easy  to  distinguish  among  the  men  on  drill  on  a  Boyd 
Naval  Reserve  Battery  those  who  have  been  through  the  six  months'  training.  The 
number  now  serving  afloat  is  448. 

500  Reserve  men,  including  53  Firemen,  served  in  ships  during  the  Manoeuvres, 
And  were  well  reported  on. 

All  Royal  Naval  Reserve  Drill  Ship  and  Batteries  have  now  received  3-pr.  Q.F. 
guns,  and  will  all  have  received  6in.  Q.F.C.  guns  by  the  end  of  the  present  financial 
year.  Ten  Maxim  guns  have  also  been  supplied.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  supply  all 
Royal  Naval  Reserve  Drill  Ships  and  Batteries  with  Maxim  guns,  and  with  5-in. 
<J.F.C.  guns  to  replace  the  remaining  obsolete  M.L.R.  guns.  A  commencement  will 
be  made  during  the  forthcoming  financial  year. 

The  Gunboat  Gleaner  having  proved  a  success  in  training  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve  officers  and  men  of  the  President  by  taking  them  to  the  Nore  for  target 
practice  with  modern  4'7-in.  and  3-pr.  guns,  the  Gunboat  Antelope  has  been  stationed 
at  Portishead  to  train  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  officers  and  men  of  the  Dadalut  in 
the  same  manner. 
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Considerable  correspondence  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  a  larger  and  more 
lorough  development  of  a  system  of  Naval  Reserves  in  the  Australian  Colonies,  but 
has  been  considered  most  expedient  to  await  the  establishment  of  one  central 
ithority  under  the  scheme  of  Federation,  so  as  to  organise  a  central  system  of 
olonial  Naval  Reserve  if  an  agreement  can  be  arrived  at. 

Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  as  to  the  formation  of  a  Naval  Reserve  in 
uiada.  It  is  sought  to  overcome  the  difficulty  created  by  the  requirement  of  a  six 
onths'  training  at  sea  in  a  man  of-war,  which  is  one  of  the  conditions  of  service  in 
le  United  Kingdom. 

Other  plans  for  strengthening  and  developing  our  system  of  Reserves  are  under 
moderation. 

MOBILISATION. 

The  number  of  vessels  and  Torpedo  Boats  taking  part  in  the  Manoeuvres  in  1899 
as  117,  manned  by  28,839  officers  and  men. 

The  total  number  of  Coastguard  men  embarked  was  1,433,  and  of  Royal  Naval 
eserve  officers  and  men,  571. 

Detachments  consisting  approximately  of  98  officers  and  1,192  seamen  and 
arines  have  been  landed  from  the  ships  at  the  Cape  for  temporary  sendee  with  the 
nd  forces  in  South  Africa. 

The  number  of  ships  in  Commission  for  home  and  foreign  service  on  1st  January, 
<99,  was  339 ;  on  1st  January,  1900,  the  number  was  348. 

The  effective  strength  of  the  number  of  ships  in  Commission  for  active  service 
is  been  increased  by  the  transfer  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ships  formerly 
jlonging  to  the  Training  Squadron  to  four  modern  cruisers,  viz.,  the  St.  George, 
mo,  Minerva,  and  Cambrian.  These  ships  are  still  kept  together  as  a  separate 
}uadron  under  a  Commodore. 

During  the  past  year  several  ships  of  a  new  type  have  been  commissioned.  The 
indptts  has  relieved  the  Amon  on  the  Mediterranean  Station,  and  the  Ocean  is  about 
►  relieve  the  Rood.  The  Hermes  has  joined  the  North  America  Squadron,  and  her 
ster  ship,  the  Highflyer,  is  now  in  Commission,  and  will  proceed  later  to  the  East 
idies  as  flagship. 

As  regards  other  reliefs  the  Renown  has  been  replaced  on  the  North  America 
tation  by  a  first-class  cruiser,  and  is  now  the  flagship  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  on 
le  Mediterranean  Station.  The  Terrible,  which  was  destined  for  the  China  Station, 
id  the  Powerful,  which  was  on  her  way  home,  have  been  temporarily  detained  at  the 
ape.  The  squadron  in  South  African  waters  has  been  further  reinforced  by  five 
iiisers  detached  from  the  Channel,  Mediterranean,  and  East  Indies  Squadrons, 

The  four  river  Gunboats  sent  out  to  the  China  Station  in  sections  in  the  autumn 
'  1898  were  all  commissioned  during  1899,  three  for  the  Yangtze  River  and  one  for 
le  West  River.  Another  of  these  Gunboats  is  now  on  passage  out,  and,  on  arrival, 
ill  be  put  together  for  service  in  the  West  River. 

Two  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers  have  been  attached  to  each  of  the  Gunnery 
?bools  and  one  to  each  Torpedo  School  for  training  purposes.  It  is  intended 
ter  to  attach  a  seagoing  Cruiser  to  each  Gunnery  School,  in  place  of  one  of  these 
estroyers,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  firing  to  be  carried  out  under  modern 
mditions. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  provide  kits  for  a  further  number  of  10,000  men  of  the 
oyal  Naval  Reserve  and  Pensioners  when  called  out  for  active  service,  making  a 
►tal  of  20,000  kits  that  will  be  ready  for  immediate  issue  from  the  Victualling  Yards 
lould  the  occasion  for  their  use  arise. 

Coaling  of  the  Fleet. 

Arrangements  connected  with  the  coaling  of  the  Fleet  have  been  under  the  special 
msideration  of  the  Board.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  increase  the  reserve  stocks  at 
jrtain  of  our  Coaling  Stations,  and  experiments  are  in  progress  with  the  object  of 
sleeting  a  Patent  Fuel  suitable  as  a  special  reserve  on  the  more  distant  stations. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  institution  of  a  system  of  supply  of  coal 
)  certain  Fleets  and  Dockyards  by  colliers  directly  under  Admiralty   control,  a 


vi.  Statement— Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

successful  experiment  in  this  direction  having  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  widen  the  area  of  supply  as  far  as  practicable,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  the  coal  resources  of  the  Colonies  when  local  coal  can  be  shown  to  be 
of  suitable  quality  for  H.M.'s  ships,  and  can  be  supplied  at  reasonable  rates.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  provide  for  a  certain  quantity  of  New  Zealand  coal  from  the  West 
Port  Collieries  for  use  on  the  China  Station,  and  local  Australian  coal  is  now  used 
on  the  Australian  Station  as  far  as  circumstances  permit. 

Transport  Service. 

Since  the  beginning  of  July  181  Transports  and  Freight  Ships  (including  second 
voyages)  have  been  engaged  in  the  conveyance  to  South  Africa  of  a  force  of 
132,384  officers  and  men,  23,345  horses  and  26,364  mules,  exclusive  of  the  troops, 
horses,  etc.,  conveyed  from  India  and  the  Colonies  under  local  arrangements,  and  of 
certain  volunteer  detachments  and  special  corps. 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION. 

The  abnormal  activity  in  shipbuilding  and  engineeiing  which  was  described  in 
the  Statement  of  last  year  has  continued  during  1899-1900,  and  has  seriously 
affected  progress  and  expenditure  on  ships,  machinery,  and  armour.  Delays  in 
-delivery  of  material,  difficulties  in  securing  adequate  numbers  of  workmen,  and  other 
circumstances,  have  caused  the  aggregate  earnings  on  Contract  work  to  fall  short  of 
the  estimated  amount  by  about  £1,400,000,  though  the  estimate  was  carefully 
calculated  on  the  basis  of  actual  earnings  in  past  years  on  ships  of  similar  character 
and  on  very  close  investigations  of  the  possible  output  of  armour. 

While  the  most  marked  effect  of  these  exceptional  conditions  is  shown  in  the 
Contract  Vote,  progress  in  the  construction  of  Dockyard  ships  has  also  been  some- 
what affected,  especially  in  connexion  with  the  supply  of  propelling  machinery  and 
armour.  It  is  the  rate  of  this  supply  which  will  practically  determine  the  dates  of 
completion  of  several  important  ships. 

The  armour-plate  makers  have  considerably  increased  their  output  during  the 
year,  and  have  made  large  extensions  of  plant.  Their  total  output  will  be  nearly 
50  per  cent,  greater  than  it  was  in  1898-99,  but  nevertheless  the  deliveries  will  fall 
short  of  the  amount  anticipated  by  £420,000  in  value.  All  of  the  firms  have  been 
fully  employed,  and  there  are  large  orders  yet  to  be  executed.  The  situation  is  one 
of  some  difficulty,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  still  further  improve 
during  the  next  financial  year,  as  new  extensions  of  plant  come  into  use. 

The  fact  that  so  large  a  number  of  ships  now  in  construction  are  designed  for 
exceptionally  high  speeds,  and  will,  therefore,  be  equipped  with  propelling  machinery 
of  great  power,  also  tends  to  affect  the  rate  of  progress.  Machinery  of  this  kind 
can  only  be  produced  by  firms  of  the  first  rank,  who  are  limited  in  number,  and  who, 
in  many  cases,  have  other  important  contracts  in  hand.  Longer  periods  are  required 
for  the  manufacture  and  erection  of  the  machinery,  with  the  natural  result  of  more 
time  being  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  ships. 

Battleships. 

The  Canopus  was  commissioned  in  December  last,  and  is  on  service  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  Ocean  and  Goliath  will  be  completed  this  financial  year.  The 
Glory  has  been  delivered  by  the  Contractor,  and  is  now  making  her  steam  trials  as 
a  preliminary  to  being  taken  in  hand  for  completion  at  Portsmouth.  The  completion 
of  the  Albion  has  been  delayed  by  financial  difficulties  of  the  contractors  for  the 
engines,  but  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  finishing  their  work,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  vessel  will  be  delivered  shortly.  The  sixth  ship  of  the  Canopus  class, 
the  Vengeance,  is  well  advanced,  and  her  builders  anticipate  delivering  her  at  the 
contract  date  in  July  next. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  six  Battleships  of  the  Formidable  class 
which  are  building  in  the  Dockyards,  especially  with  the  last  three  which  were 
launched  in  the  autumn,  namely,  the  London,  on  the  21st  September,  in  nine  months 
after  laying  down,  the  Bulwirk  on  18th  October,  in  seven  months,  and  the  Venttdb 
on  the  2nd  November,  in  ten  months.     Their  completion  will  depend  upon  the  delivery 


Statement— Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901.  vii. 

of  certain  portions  of  their  armour.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Furniidablc,  Irresistible,  and 
Implacable  will  be  completed  by  March  1901,  and  the  Lvndon,  Bulwark,  and  Venerable 
•during  the  autumn  of  that  year. 

Four  vessels  of  the  Dutican  class,  building  by  contract,  have  been  advanced  during 
the  financial  year,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  would  have  been  possible  under  ordinary 
conditions. 

Two  othei-s,  the  Albemarle  and  Mantagu,  have  been  begun  in  the  Dockyards. 

Armoured  Cruisers. 

Fourteen  of  these  vessels  are  now  in  course  of  construction.     Particulars  of  thei 
designs  have  been  furnished  in  previous  statements. 

The  Cressy  class  were  the  first  laid  down,  all  being  built  by  contract.  Two  of 
the  six  vessels  of  this  class  have  been  launched,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  Mill  be 
delivered  by  the  contractors  during  the  year  1900-1901.  Two  others  are  well 
advanced. 

The  Drake  class  includes  four  vessels,  the  Brake  being  under  construction  at 
Pembroke,  and  the  remaining  three  vessels  in  private  yards.  Considerable  delay 
•occurred  in  the  commencement  of  the  contract  ships ;  good  progress  is  now  being 
made,  but  it  is  too  soon  to  forecast  the  dates  of  completion  with  certainty. 

The  new  class,  described  in  my  statement  last  year  as  vessels  of  a  displacement 
<rf  9,800  tons,  now  called  the  Monmouth  class,  includes  four  vessels,  two  building  by 
contract  and  two  in  the  Dockyards,  the  two  latter  only  lately  commenced. 

First  Class  Protected  Crumrs. 

The  vessels  of  this  class  which  were  building  at  the  commencement  of  1899-190, 
have  all  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  Spartiate,  whicii,  like  the  AUrion 
has  been  delayed  by  financial  difficulties  of  the  contractors  for  the  engines.  It 
is  anticipated  that  she  will  be  finished  in  the  autumn  of  this  year. 

Sewnd  Class  Protected  Cruisers. 

Four  vessels  of  this  class  have  l>een  under  construction  during  the  financial 
year.  Three,  the  Gladiator,  Hermes,  and  Highflyer,  are  already  completed,  the  last 
two  being  commissioned. 

The  Hyacinth  has  passed  through  her  trials  and  will  be  completed  at  an  early 
date. 

Third  Class  Cruisers. 

Seven  of  these  vessels  (Pelorus  class)  were  under  construction  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  financial  year.  All  except  the  Pandora  will  be  completed  before  the 
31st  March. 

It  was  contemplated  to  lay  down  three  new  third  class  cruisers  of  rather  larger 
dimensions  than  the  Pelorus  class  and  of  high  speed,  and  a  small  sum  was  inserted 
in  the  Estimates  for  their  commencement. 

A  thorough  investigation  has  since  been  made  of  alternative  designs  for  the 
proposed  vessels,  and  of  the  designs  for  vessels  of  a  similar  class  projected  or  building 
for  foreign  Powers.  The  action  taken  by  each  Power,  according  to  the  latest 
information  in  respect  of  such  designs,  has  also  been  under  review.  After  full 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  weighing  the  fact  that  the  cost  involved 
in  building  such  vessels  is  out  of  proportion  to  their  fighting  value  and  sea-keeping 
qualities,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  not  to  proceed  with  their  construction.  In 
their  place  it  is  proposed  to  build  an  improved  second  class  cruiser  of  the  Hermes  type, 
with  about  21  knots  speed,  to  be  built  in  a  Dockyard,  the  cost  of  which  would  remain 
within  the  limits  of  liaoility  for  the  three  third  class  cruisers  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 
This  design  is  not  yet  complete. 
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Sloops  ami  Gunboats. 

Eight  sloops  have  been  in  progress.  Two  will  be  completed  this  year,  and  four 
next  year.     The  remaining  two  have  been  recently  commenced. 

Of  the  four  gunboats  (Dwarf  class)  two  have  been  completed,  one  being  in 
Commission.  The  other  two,  which  were  delayed  at  contractors*  works,  are  now 
approaching  completion. 

Torpedo*  Boat  Destroyers. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  in  this  class  is  108.  Forty-two  have  trial  speeds  of 
26  to  27  knots;  62  have  trial  speeds  of  30  knots;  and  4  have  contract-speeds 
ranging  from  31  to  33  knots. 

Forty  of  the  first  category  and  44  of  the  30  knot  class  have  been  completed  and 
passed  through  their  trials. 

Of  the  two  of  the  first  category  mentioned  in  the  Statement  of  last  year  as  having 
new  boilers  fitted,  one  has  passed  the  official  speed  trials,  obtaining  26§  knots,  and 
should  be  delivered  shortly.     The  sister  vessel  is  being  prepared  for  trial. 

Of  the  18  incomplete  vessels  of  the  30  knot  class,  three  have  been  delivered,  but 
have  still  to  pass  their  speed  trials.  Twelve  of  the  remainder  were  ordered  last  year 
under  the  Supplementary  Programme  and  are  being  advanced.  The  first  of  these 
will  probably  be  delivered  immediately,  and  be  ready  to  undergo  her  official  trials. 

Of  the  four  remaining  Destroyers,  intended  to  develop  speeds  exceeding  30 
knots,  one  obtained  32  knots  on  her  preliminary  trials,  and  has  been  delivered.  She 
will  soon  undergo  her  official  trials.  Another  vessel  of  equal  contract  speed  is  in  an 
early  stage  of  construction.  A  third,  designed  for  33  knots,  has  been  undergoing  a 
long  series  of  preliminary  trials,  but  has  not  yet  attained  the  full  speed. 

The  fourth  experimental  vessel  is  the  Viper>  which  has  been  fitted  with  Parsons' 
Steam  Turbine.  The  contract  speed  in  this  case  is  31  knots,  but  it  was  anticipated 
that  a  considerably  higher  speed  would  be  attained.  On  preliminary  trials  (for  short 
periods)  speeds  of  about  35  knots  have  been  reached.  It  is  hoped  that  the  vessel 
will  soon  be  ready  for  her  official  trials ;  and  it  is  proposed,  after  these  trials  are 
completed,  to  make  exhaustive  experiments  with  her,  as  great  importance  attaches  to 
this  novel  system  of  propulsion. 

Torpedo  Boats. 

The  two  Torpedo  Boats  included  in  the  Programme  for  1899-1900  are  under 
construction.     The  contract  speed,  at  ordinary  load  displacement,  is  25  knots. 

Royal    Yacht. 

The  new  Royal  Yacht  was  ready  for  her  steam  trials  at  the  beginning  of 
January,  but  an  accident  which  occurred  to  her  while  undocking  at  Pembroke  beside* 
damaging  the  vessel's  lx>ttom  revealed  a  serious  miscalculation  of  weight  which  will 
make  considerable  alterations  necessary  before  she  can  proceed  with  her  trials- 

NEW  SHIPBUILDING  PROGRAMME. 

In  the  coming  financial  year  it  is  proposed  to  lay  down — 

2  Battleships. 

6  First  Class  Armoured  Cruisers. 

1  Second  Class  Cruiser  (Improved  Hermes). 

2  Sloops  (Twin  Screw). 

2  Light  draught  Gunboats. 
2  Torpedo  Boats. 

Of  these,  2  Battleships,  2  Armoured  Cruisers,  1  Second  Class  Cruiser,  and 
2  Sloops  will  be  built  in  the  Dockyards,  and  4  Armoured  Cruisers,  2  Gunboat* 
and  2  Torpedo  Boats  will  be  built  by  Contract. 
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Summary. 

ction  in  the  course  of  the 


The  following  Ships   will    thus   be    under  con 

AAV*    • 

Dchl    . 

17  Battleships. 

20  Armoured  Cruisers. 

1  First  Class  Protected  Cruiser. 

2  Second  Class  Protected  Cruisers. 

1  Third  Class  Cruiser. 

8  Sloops. 

2  Light  Draught  Gunboats. 

4  Torpedo  Boats. 

21  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers. 

1  Royal  Yacht. 

Financial  Provision  for  New  Construction. 

The  estimated  expenditure  on  New  Construction  for  the  coming  year,  exclusive 
E  Establishment  Charges,  is  less  by  £395,335  than  the  sum  voted  for  the  same 
urpose  in  the  present  year,  the  figures  being  £8,460,146,  against  £8,855,481  for 
399-1900,  but  it  is  larger  by  £1,131,179  than  the  anticipated  actual  expenditure  for 
lis  year,  viz.,  £7,328,967,  and  if  this  larger  sum  should  be  spent  in  1900-1901,  it 
ill  represent  an  expenditure  larger  by  more  than  a  million  than  has  ever  yet  been 
cached.  The  experience  gained  in  recent  years  that,  after  the  most  careful  calcula- 
ons  as  to  the  probable  earnings  of  Contractors  for  hulls  of  ships,  machinery  and 
rmour,  the  expenditure  for  New  Construction  has  continually  failed  to  reach  the 
im  voted,  has  been  taken  into  account  in  framing  the  Estimate  for  1900-1901.  If 
le  Contractors  should  earn  more  instalments  than  are  estimated  for  in  the  proposed 
>te,  a  Supplementary  Estimate  would,  of  course,  be  necessary. 

It  should  be  observed  that  only  a  portion  of  the  short  earnings  in  the  present 
aar  will  affect  the  liabilities  of  1900-1901.  The  financial  effect  of  slower  work  by 
ontractors  is  mainly  to  throw  part  of  the  cost  on  later  years. 

Machinery  and  Boilers. 

The  following  vessels  have  completed  their  contract  steam  trials  during  the. 
resent  financial  year  : — 

First  Class  Battleships. — Canqpas,  Ocean,  and  Goliath. 

First  Class  Cruiser. — Amphitnte. 

Second  Class  Cruisers. — Hermes,  Highflyer,  and  Hyacinth. 

Third  Class  Cruisers. — Perseus,  Pyramus,  Pioneer,  and  Prometlieus.. 

Sloop. — Bosario. 

Gunboats. — Dwarf,  Thutle,  Bramble,  and  BrUornart. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers. — Eleven,  m  addition  to  one  which  completed  its*  trial 
stween  the  date  of  the  last  Statement  and  1st  April,  1899. 

The  battleship  Glory,  the  sloop  Condor,  and  4  Toq>edo  Boat  Destroyers  will 
robably  complete  their  trials  l>efore  the  1st  April,  1900. 

The  third  class  cruisers  Barium  and  Bellona,  and  the  torpedo  gunboat  Seagull, 
ive  been  re-boilered  with  water-tube  boilers,  the  two  first  with  Thorneycroft  boilers,, 
id  the  last  with  Niclausse  boilers,  and  have  satisfactorily  completed  their  full  power 
ream  trials  during  the  present  year. 

The  Torpedo  Gunboats  Skijyadc  and  Speedwell  have  been  fitted  with  new  water- 
ibe  boilers  of  the  Reed,  or  small  tube  type,  and  with  new  engines  of  6,000  I.H.P. 
he  adoption  of  water-tube  boilers  in  conjunction  with  light  and  quick  running 
lachinery  of  the  torpedo  boat  destroyer  type  has  enabled  the  I.H.P.  developed  in 
lese  vessels  to  be  increased  from  3,500  to  6,000.  They  have  both  successfully 
>mpleted  their  contract  machinery  trials. 

The  Sheldrake,  which  is  fitted  with  water-tube  boilers  of  the  Babcock  and  Wilcox 
rpe,  having  tubes  of  a  diameter  intermediate  between  those  of  the  large  and  small 
ibe  type,  has  completed  an  exhaustive  series  of  sea-going  trials,  similar  to  those 
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carried  out  by  the  SJuirpshooter,  with  satisfactory  results,  and,  with  a  view  to  further 
experience  with  these  boilers,  orders  have  been  given  for  a  set  for  the  new  sloop 
Fspiegle,  now  building. 

The  Seagull,  fitted  with  water-tube  boilers  of  the  Nielausse  pattern,  is  now  in 
commission  and  is  undergoing  a  series  of  sea-going  trials  similar  to  those  carried 
out  by  the  Sharpslwoter  and  Sheldrake,  which  are  fitted  with  the  Belleville  and  Babcock 
and  Wilcox  types  of  water-tube  boiler  respectively. 

Dockyards. 

The  work  in  the  Royal  Dockyards  continues  to  be  performed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

The  numbers  of  men  employed  in  the  six  Home  Dockyards  have  had  to  be 
increased  considerably  during  the  current  year,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Service.  The  total  number  to  be  employed  in  1900-1901  in  Dockyards  at  Home 
and  abroad  is  32,340. 

Special  care  is  being  taken  to  continue  to  introduce  labour-saving  machines  and 
tools  of  the  newest  description  and  make. 

During  the  present  year  changes  have  been  made  in  the  status  and  pay  of  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  Dockyards,  and  the  office  of  "  Inspector "  has  been  intro- 
duced in  all  Trades  with  a  view  to  improving  the  supervision  of  the  workmen  and 
removing  certain  anomalies  which  existed.  It  is  believed  that  this  change  will  be 
generally  beneficial. 

The  scales  of  piece-work  rates  for  the  several  classes  of  workmen  have  been  very 
much  amplified  in  order  to  ensure  greater  uniformity  in  the  rates  of  pay  for  different 
kinds  of  work.  The  results  of  the  working  of  the  new  scheme  have  been  very  satis- 
factory. 

The  general  tendency  of  modern  cruisers  to  increase  in  length  has  made  it 
necessary  that  longer  building  slips  should  be  provided  at  the  Dockyards.  The 
action  taken  is  referred  to  in  this  Statement  under  "  New  Works." 

The  scheme  for  adapting  Haulbowline  Dockyard  for  repairing  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  making  the  best  use  of  the  fine  dry  dock  there,  is  now  drawing  near 
completion,  and  the  work  done  at  that  dockyard  is  increasing.  It  has,  therefore, 
been  decided  to  make  some  additions  to  the  professional  staff,  and  to  place  a  certain 
number  of  men  on  the  Establishment  as  at  other  Yards. 

The  Naval  Yards  abroad  have  been  fully  employed  in  carrying  out  the  work  of 
repairing  Ships  for  re-commission,  and  also  on  the  ordinary  necessary  repairs,  etc.,  to 
commissioned  Ships. 

The  increase  of  the  Fleets  on  the  Mediterranean  and  China  Stations  has  rendered 
the  large  extensions  of  the  Dockyards  at  Malta  and  Hong  Kong,  which  are  being 
canned  out  under  the  Works  Loan,  urgently  necessary. 

Large  Repairs  during  1899-1900. 

The  following  ships  have  been  or  will  be  completed  in  the  Home  Yards  :— 

DreadnongM.  Arctier. 

Blake.  Scout. 

Blenheim.  Cossack. 

Gibraltar.  Barhum. 

Grafton.  Bellona. 

Hawke.  Calypso. 

Immortality.  Basilisk. 

Talbot.  Speedy. 

Astrcea.  Shipjack. 

Fox.  Speedwell. 

Intrepid.  Harrier. 

Pique.  Hussar. 

Scylla.  SeaguU. 

Forte.  Magpie. 

Sybille.  Redbreast. 

Pallas.  Partridge. 

Plmlte.  Lizard. 
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The  following  ships  are  in  hand  : — 

Anson.  Hecate 

Camperdown.  Blanche. 

Imperieuse.  Spider. 

Narcissus.  Sparrow. 
Amphion. 

The  details  of  the  Repairs  and  Refits  to  be  carried  out  in  1900-1901  appear  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  Navy  Estimates. 

Naval   Ordnance. 

The  manufacture  of  guns  is  proceeding,  and  the  production  has  so  far  kept  pace 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Fleet. 

The  new  9*2-inch  gun  will  shortly  be  ready  for  trial,  and  will  be  completed  before 
it  is  required  for  ships. 

A  new  gun  of  7  5-inch  diameter,  throwing  a  projectile  of  200  lbs.  weight,  is 
under  manufacture  for  trial,  and  will  shortly  be  delivered. 

The  conversion  of  the  6-inch  B.L.  guns  to  Quick-Firers  has  been  completed  for 
all  ships  which  are  considered  to  be  worth  the  expense.  Conversion  for  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve  Batteries  and  Drill  Ships  is  proceeding,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  com- 
pleted by  June,  1900. 

Trials  of  the  Vickers-Maxim  automatic  37  M.m.  (lj-inch)  in  competition  with 
the  existing  3-pr.  quick-firing  gun  were  carried  out  during  the  past  year,  and  it  was 
decided  that  for  Naval  purposes  this  gun  shows  no  superiority  to  the  3-pr. 

The  *303  Maxim  gun  is  now  being  adopted  for  Naval  purposes,  in  lieu  of  the 
45,  which  has  hitherto  been  the  Naval  pattern.  This  will  make  the  ammunition 
interchangeable  with  that  used  for  rifles. 

The  requirements  of  ammunition  and  projectiles  for  the  Navy  during  the  past 
vear  have  been  met,  and  considerable  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  Army  since 
the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

Supplies  of  cordite  are  well  maintained,  and  the  substitution  of  cordite  for 
powder  charges  in  all  quick-firing  guns  will  be  nearly  complete  by  the  end  of  1900-1901. 

Trials  of  projectiles,  which  have  been  in  progress  for  some  time,  have  resulted 
in  the  adoption  of  a  pattern  of  shell  suitable  for  the  attack  of  the  light  armour  now 
being  generally  adopted  for  the  protection  of  secondary  armaments. 

A  new  pattern  of  naval  cutlass  and  a  new  pattern  of  accoutrements  have  been 
ipproved,  and  will  be  gradually  introduced. 

The  replacement  of  older  types  of  torpedoes  is  being  continued,  and  the  adoption 
jf  Gyroscopic  fittings  will  result  in  a  considerably  increased  efficiency  of  all  torpedoes 
*>  fitted. 

The  results  obtained  from  the  new  types  of  heavy  gun  mountings  are  very 
satisfactory,  the  rapidity  of  fire  having  been  considerably  increased  beyond  previous 
•exults. 

Designs  for  new  mountings  of  improved  type  are  being  worked  out,  and  the 
nanufacture  of  all  gun  mountings  now  on  order  is  keeping  pace  with  the  requirements 
>f  the  Fleet. 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 

The  Marconi  system  of  Wireless  Telegraphy  was  tried  in  the  Naval  Manoeuvres 
>f  1899,  and  proved  very  successful  so  long  as  only  one  ship  was  signalling.  Signals 
■vere  taken  in  successfully  at  a  distance  of  60  miles. 

Negotiations  have  been  carried  on  between  H.M.'s  Government  and  the  Marconi 
>>mpany,  but  the  question  of  terms  has  not  yet  been  settled.  In  the  meanwhile  the 
Admiralty  are  endeavouring  to  procure,  for  further  and  more  extended  trials,  some 
nore  installations  of  Wireless  Telegraphy,  l>oth  from  the  Marconi  Company  and  from 
>ther  sources. 
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NEW     WORKS. 
New   Works   in   the  Estimates. 

The  principal  new  works  for  which  provision  is  made  in  these  Estimates 
are— 

A  new  Building  Slip  and  workshops  at  Devonport. 

The  establishment  of  a  Coaling  Depot  at  the  Falkland  Islands. 

Hospital  and  other  shore  accommodation  for  the  "  (ranges  "  Training  Ship  at 
Harwich. 

A  new  General  Hospital  at  Portland  to  replace  the  existing  huts. 

Cold  Meat  Stores  at  Gibraltar. 

Works  in  Progress. 

The  extension  of  No.  5  Slip  at  Portsmouth  is  finished.  Good  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  new  Angle  Iron  Smithery,  and  with  the  new  coaling  arrangements. 
The  extension  of  the  Jetties  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
1899-1900. 

The  new  Coal  Sheds  at  Gibraltar  and  the  extension  of  the  Boat  House  at  Malta, 
will  also  be  completed  this  financial  year. 

The  new  Cooperage  in  Plymouth  Victualling  Yard  has  been  finished. 

Some  delay  has  occurred  in  completing  the  plans  for  the  new  Slip  at  Chatham, 
but  it  is  expected  that  considerable  progress  will  be  made  with  this  work  during  the 
year  1900-1901. 

The  Rifle  Ranges  at  Sheerness  and  Wei-hai-Wei  are  finished,  and  those  at 
Eastney  and  Tipnor  are  nearly  complete. 

Progress  under  the  Naval  Works  Acts. 

Inclosure  and  Defence  of  Harbours. 

Gibraltar. — The  Admiralty  Mole  Extension  was  brought  up  to  water  level  by 
30th  September,  1898.  It  is  now  being  increased  to  its  full  section.  About  1,800 
feet  of  Quay  Wall  have  been  completed. 

The  Detached  Mole  has  been  brought  above  water  level  for  a  length  of  over 
1,400  feet. 

Three  dredgers  are  at  work  deepening  the  harbour. 

On  the  Commercial  Mole  the  Bonded  Warehouses  are  well  advanced.  The 
extension  of  the  Old  Mole  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  Viaduct  is  completed,  and  the 
Embankment  beyond  the  Viaduct  is  in  progress.  The  dredging  of  the  trenches  for 
the  walls  of  the  Western  Arm  is  finished,  and  rubble  is  being  deposited. 

Poiiland. — The  whole  of  the  new  Breakwater  was  brought  up  to  low  water  level 
by  the  middle  of  April,  1899,  five  months  in  advance  of  the  contract  time. 

Dover. — Admiralty  Pier  Extension. — Blockmaking  for  this  work  has  proceeded 
steadily,  and  there  are  now  over  1,600  blocks  in  stock.  The  temporary  Staging  has 
been  completed  for  9  bays,  that  is  for  a  length  of  about  450  feet,  and  there  are  now 
in  use  on  the  Staging  one  60-ton  and  two  40-ton  Goliaths.  Divers  have  been  at 
work  for  some  weeks  preparing  the  foundations,  and  block-setting  on  the  permanent 
works  of  the  Admiralty  Pier  Extension  has  been  begun. 

As  a  protection  to  the  Staging  and  shipping,  a  Lightship  has  been  moored  off  the 
end  of  the  Staging,  and  a  Fog  Signalling  apparatus  established  on  the  outer  end  of 
the  Staging  itself. 

East  Reclamation. — The  piles  for  the  Trestle  Railway  have  been  erected  for  a 
total  length  of  3,650  feet,  and  the  superstructure  is  completed  for  3,2*00  feet.  The 
foundations  of  the  Reclamation  Wall  are  complete  for  a  length  of  3,050  feet,  and  the 
wall  itself  has  been  brought  up  to  the  level  of  high  water  of  neap  tides  for  a  length 
of  2,700  feet. 

The  excavation  of  the  chalk  cliff  for  filling  has  proceeded  steadily,  and  for  & 
length  of  about  600  feet  the  backing  of  the  Reclamation  Wall  has  been  completed  to 
a  height  of  25  feet  above  low  water. 
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East  Arm. — A  commencement  has  been  made  with  the  erection  of  the  temporary 
Staging  for  this  work. 

Sandwich,  &c. — Blockmaking  for  the  Turret  Widening  Wall  and  the  making  of 
apron  blocks  for  the  East  Reclamation  Wall  has  been  carried  on  satisfactorily. 

Adapting  Naval  Ports  to  present  needs  of  Fleet. 

Deepening  Harbours  and  Approaclies. — Work  at  Chatham  and  Haulbowline  is 
finished.     Dredging  is  proceeding  at  Portsmouth  and  Devonport. 

Keyham  Dockyard  Extension. — Nearly  all  the  mud  has  been  removed  from  the  site 
of  the  Docks.     Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  works  generally. 

Gibraltar  Dockyard  Extension. — The  new  dockyard  buildings  and  the  dam  for 
No.  3  Dock  are  in  course  of  construction.  Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
slipways  for  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers. 

Hong  Kong  Dockyard  Extension. — The  recently  acquired  buildings  are  being  used 
as  stores,  workshops,  &c,  and  the  necessary  alterations  are  being  made  in  them. 
The  widening  of  the  Queen's  Road  is  proceeding.  The  contract  for  the  main  portion 
of  the  work  has  just  been  approved. 

Pembroke  Jetty. — This  work  has  not  made  as  much  progress  as  was  expected,  and 
the  contract  time  for  completion  will  be  exceeded. 

Portsmouth — Widening  Caisson. — Practically  completed. 

Haulbowline  Improvements.— Work  is  nearly  finished. 

CkatJuim  Dock. — Tenders  will  be  invited  shortly. 

Malta  Dockyard  Extension. — The  preparation  of  the  site  is  proceeding  rapidly. 

Bermuda  Dockyard  Extension. — The  contract  will  be  let  during  the  present  year. 

Simon's  Bay  Dockyard  Extension. — The  contract  particulars  are  being  prepared. 

Naval  Barracks,  &c. 

Progress  on  the  new  Naval  Barracks  at  Clwiham,  Portsmouth,  and  Keyham  has 
been  very  satisfactory. 

Sheerness  Naval  Barracks. — As  explained  last  year,  the  proposal  to  build  new 
barracks  for  the  Gunnery  School  at  Sheerness  has  been  abandoned  and  a  site  is  being 
sought  at  Chatham.  No  satisfactory  arrangements  have  yet  been  arrived  at  for  the 
acquisition  by  the  Admiralty  of  a  sufficient  area  of  land  for  the  purpose ;  but  this 
delay  is  of  little  consequence,  as,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  sufficient  labour, 
it  would  in  any  case  be  inexpedient  to  start  another  large  building  work  at  Chatham 
until  the  new  Naval  Barracks  and  Hospital  have  made  further  progress. 

Chatham  Naval  Hospital. — The  foundations  of  the  main  buildings  are  completed, 
-and  the  brickwork  is  progressing. 

Britannia  Royal  Naval  College. — Tenders  have  been  invited.  Much  work  has  been 
done  on  foundations,  preparation  of  the  site,  &c. 

Magazines. — Work  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

Haslar  Hospital  Extension  is  making  good  progress,  and  the  Infectious  Hospital  at 
Haulbowline  is  nearly  finished. 

A  statement  of  the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  March, 
1900,  will  shortly  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

17th  February,  1900.  GEORGE  J.  GOSCHEN. 
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South  Australia  (Constitution  Amendment 
Act,  1899),— Copy  of  The  Constitution 
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Education  Department, — Copy  of  Minute  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education, 
dated  4th  August,  1899,  modifying  Arti- 
cles 15  and  15*  of  the  Evening  Continua- 
tion Schools  Code  1899  [33  and  34  Vic, 
c  75,  s.  97] 

Education  (Scotland)  (Code,  1900),— Copy  of 
Code  of  Regulations  for  Day  Schools  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  the 
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Education  Department, — Copy  of  Minute  of  |      28  February 

the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  j 

dated  26th  February  1900,  providing  for  . 

Grants  on  Account  of  the  Education  of  i 
Defective  and  Epileptic  Children,   and 

prescribing  Conditions  to  be  fulfilled  by  j 

Certified  Schools  for  such  Children  [33  | 
and  34  Vic,  c.  75,  s.  97]. 

University  of  London  Act,  1898, — Copy  of  '         March  1 

Regulations  made  for  the  University  of  j 

London  by  the  Commissioners  under  The  j 

University  of  London  Act,  1898,  dated  j 
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Abel,  Sir  F. 

Cordite  Scandal 

Os.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  16,  297 
454. 


Feb.  19, 


Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

c.   lR.*  Afar.  1,  1408. 
2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Petition— Resolution  from  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders,  Feb.  27,  1198. 

Aberdeenshire 

Light    Railway    Act,    Complaint    as   to 
Administration 
Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Feb.  S3, 1020 ;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  23,  1023. 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.,  N.] 

South  African  War— Protest,  Feb.  10,  290. 

Abyssinia 

Soudan  Boundary 

Q.  Mr.   Mctfenna;  A.   Mr.   Brodrick, 
Mar.  2,  1527. 

Accidents 

Railway  [Prevention  of  Accidents]  Bill 
See  that  Title. 

Achill 

Irish-speaking     Children     in      National 
School?*— Instruction  in  Irinh 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  -/.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  2-h  940. 
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Acts  of  Parliament 

Royal  Assents,  Use  of  Norman  French 
Qs.  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  At 
The  Speaker,  Mr.  A.   J.  Balfom 
Mar.  1,  1453. 

Adjutants  of  Auxiliary  Forces 

See  Titles  Army— Auxiliary  Forces  and 
Volunteers. 

Admiralty 

First  Lord— lit.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen 
Secretaries— Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney,  Si 
E.  Macgregor 

[See  Navy.] 
Afghft.Tiin+.ftn 

Russian  Troops,  Movement  of,  towards  the 
Afghan  Frontier 
0.  Earl  of  Kimtorley,  Feb.  15,  43. 
Q.   Mr.    H.    Roberts  ;    A.    Lord    V 
Hamilton,  Feb.  19,  375. 
Russian  and  Indian  Railways,  Connecting 
— Appointment  of  Committee,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton. Feb.  22,  802. 

Africa 

British    Possessions— Military    Responsi- 
bilities 
Os.     Sir    H.     Campbell-Bannerman, 
Feb.  0,  244  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  253. 
3  0  1  ^ 
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Africa— cont.  i 

British  Protectorates  in    Uganda  and  in  ! 

Central    and    East  Africa,    Vote    for,  i 
Feb.  22,  867. 

Africa,  British  Central 
Affairs  of 

Debate    in     Committee    of    Supply,  ! 
Feb.  22,  867. 

British  Central  African  Rifle* 

Arms— Arming  Troops  with  Modern 

OUILS 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  */.9,  S73  ;  Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A . 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  23,  928. 

References  to,    in  Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  Feb.  22,  898. 

Authority    Responsible   for    Sending 
to  Mauritius 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mm:  ?,  1526. 

Misconduct  of,  at  Mauritius 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  .4.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  27,  1214  ;  Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  27,  1214. 

Debate  in    Committee   of  Supply, 
Feb.  22,  897. 

Report   from    Officer  in  Command 
Q.    Mr.     Buchanan ;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  570. 

Hut  Tax- Cost  of   Collection,  Form   of 
Payment,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.     Mr.     Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1093 

Malarial  Commission  Report— Establish- 
ment of  Sanatorium,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  j 
Feb.  19,  374.  j 

Nvasssi  Railway,  Delay  in  Construction      I 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A .  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  19; 
375.  ! 

Railway  Survey,  etc.  ,  j 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  22,  898.  ■ 

Rublier,    Manufacture  and  Sale  Regula-  ' 

tions  ! 

Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.    Mr.     Brodrick,! 

Feb.  23,  928.  ! 

Africa,  East 

Anglo-German  Boundary  Commission 
— Districts  of  Lakes  Nyassa  and 
Tanganyika 

Q.    Mr.     Weir;     A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
Feb.  23,  928. 

Indian  Troops  in  British  East  Africa — 
Expenses 

Q.    Mr.     Buchanan ;     A.     Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1429. 

Zanziliar,  See  that  Title. 

Africa,  South 

Cape  Colony,  See  that  Title. 

Coloured  Persons  acquiring  and  owning 
Land  in  the  Republics 

U.  Mr.  Drage;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  15,  80. 


Africa,  South— cont. 

Tat  ham,    Mr.,    and     the    South  African 
Correspondence 
Q.  Mr.   Birrell;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  19,  364. 

Transvaal,  See  that  Title. 

War,  See  South  African  War. 

Africa,  West 

Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  Annual  Keport 
Presented,  Feb.  23,  912,  914. 

Aged  Deserving  Poor 

National  Old  Age  Pensions— Petitions 
Feb.  20,  554. 

Agricultural  Department,  Ireland 

See  Ireland. 

Agricultural  Grants 

Ireland— Urban   Districts,    Extension  of 
Provisions  of  Local  Government  Act 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;   A.  Mr.  Atkinson. 
Feb.  lo,  98. 

Agricultural  Labourers 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act— Insurance 
Premiums  to  Farmers 

Q.    Mr.    Loyd;    A.    Sir    M.    White 
Ridley,  Feb.  20,  577. 

Agriculture 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  See  that  Title. 
Pink  Eye  Outbreaks  in  Ireland— Import* 
tion  of  Foreign  Horses. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett 
Feb.  20,  590. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

President— Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.  Long. 

Educational  Powers,  Transferring  to  Board 
of  Education 
Q.  Col.  Lock  wood  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gout, 
Feb.  22,  803. 

Q.  SirW.  H.  Dyke;  A.  SirJ.Goist, 
Feb.  1.5,  90. 

Airdree,  Coatbridge,  and  District  Water 
Trust  Bill 

c.  2r.#  Feb.  19,  354. 
Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  21,  701. 

l.R*  Feb.  22,  774. 
2R.  Mar.  2, 1515. 

Certificates  referred  to  Standing  Order* 

Committee,  Feb.  20,  501. 
Instruction  to   Committee,   Motion  [Mr. 

Lough],  Mar.  2,  1515. 

Standing  Orders,  Feb.  20,  522 ;  Feb.  5< 
1181. 

Alcoholic  Beverages 

Production  and  Consuiuption  in  Europe, 
United  States,  and  British  Colonies - 
Statement  Presented,  Feb.  15, 56. 
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Jdermen 

Metropolitan  Borough  Qualification 

Q.  Mr.  Whitmore ;  A.  SirK.  WeWer, 
Feb.  22,  813. 

JiflUB 

Destitute  Aliens  at  Gibraltar,  Granting 
Permits  of  Residence 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1092. 

Han,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead] 

Colliers,  Swift  Armed  Screw  Colliers — 
Messrs.  Furness,  Withy  &  Co.'s  Designs, 
Feb.  22,  795. 

Navy  Estimates— First  Lord's  Statement, 
Position  of  Engineers,  &c.,Feb.  20, 1146. 

llotment  Gardens 

Building  of  Workmen's  Dwellings 

London     County    Council    (General 
Powers)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Uflopp,  Mr.  G.  H.  [Worcester] 

Worcester  Corporation,  Application  for 
Powers  of  Overseer  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  Feb.  23,  931. 

hnanackfl 

Church    Almanack,  Affixing    to    Church 
Coppenhall  Board  School  Wall 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ;    A.  Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Feb.  26,  1100. 

Ltmore 

Tenant  Farmers'  Grievances 

Q.  Mr.   Doogan ;   A.  Mr.   Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  97 

mbrose,  Dr.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Chaplains— Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  for 
the  Navy,  Mar.  2,  1563. 

Congested  District  Board  Purchases  of 
Land  in  Connaught — Striped  and  Un- 
striped  Areas,  Feb.  23, 939 ;  Feb.  26, 1 108. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  National 
School,  Feb.  23,  940. 

Jameson  Raid — German  Official  Warning 
Official  of  Her  Majesty's,  Government, 
Feb.  20,  558. 

Mayo,  Extra  Police  in — Number,  Cost, 
etc.,  Feb.  20,  685. 

Sonth  African  War— Protest,  Feb.  19,  483 

merica,  Central 

British  Commercial  Agent  Appointment 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 

merican  Spanish  War 
See  Spanish-American  War. 

tamnnition 
Cordite  Scandal 

Os.  Mr.Tully,  Feb.  16,297;  Feb.  29,454. 
Lyddite  Shells,  See  that  Title. 
Mark    IV.    Ammunition,    Failure   of   at 
Bisley 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  76. 

Spanish -American  War,  See  that  Title. 
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Ancient  Monuments 

Ireland — Monuments  vested  in  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  Amount  spent  on 
Ruins,  etc. 
Q.  Serjeant  Hemphill;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  16,  231. 

Anglo-German  Convention 

See  Samoa. 

Animals 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  See  that  Title. 

Wild  Animals,  Public  Exhibitions— Local 
Authorities'  By-laws 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  23,  930. 

Annaly  Estate 

Holdings— Purchase  by  Tenants,  etc. 

Q*.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  16,  99 ;  Feb.  19,  388  ;  Feb. 
20,  589  ;  Feb.  22,  815  ;  Feb.  26,  1104. 

Anson,  Sir  W.  [Oxford  University] 

Educational  Consultative  Committee— 
Constitution  of  Committee,  Terms  of 
Reference,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  935. 

Anstruther  Railway  Station 

Alterations — Board  of  Trade  Recommen- 
dations 
Q.    Mr.    Dalziel;     A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 
Feb.  26,  1097. 

Appeal  Court 

Pressure  of  Business 

Q.  Sir  R.  T.  Reid ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.  Feb.  27,  1225. 

Archdale,  Mr.  E.  N.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Enniskillen  Barracks — Reconsidering  De- 
cision to  remove  Headquarters  from 
Enniskillen,  Mar.  1,  1423. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations, 
Importation  of  Cattle  into  Ireland,  Feb. 
26,  1107. 

Marines*  Grievances,  &c,  Mar.  1,  1483. 

Argentine  Republic 

Finances,  Report  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2. 

Armagh 

New  Member  sworn  for  Mid  Division, 
Feb.  16,  237. 

Armagh,  Archbishop  of 

Prayer,  Distribution  of,  to  Troops  in  South 
Africa— Consulting  Roman  Catholic 
Chaplains 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  786. 

Armaments 

Reduction  of —Peace  Conference 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  26,  1122. 

Armament  Pay 

Garrison  Artillery  on  Service  in    South 
Africa 
Q.  Viscount  Templetown;    A.   Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  Feb.  26,  1037. 
Maxim- No rdenf eld t    Batteries  —  Officers 
volunteering  for  the  Front 
Q.  Col.  W.   Murray;   A.  Mr.  J.   V. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1417. 
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Armed  Screw  Colliers  .  Army— coat. 

Furness,  Withy  &  Co.'s,  Messrs.,  Designs 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Allan  ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  22,  795. 

Armour 

Sec  Navy. 

Army 

Secretary  of  State— Marquess  of  Lans- 

downe 
Vndir  Secretary — Mr.  G.  Wyndham 
Financial  Secretary— Mr.  J.  P.  Williams. 

Arms  of  Imperial  Native  Troops  in  British 
Central  Africa 
(J.    Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 

Feb.  19,  373. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb. 

23,  928. 
References  to,  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  22,  898. 

"  Army  Corps,"  Definition  of 

Q.  Col.  Welby;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  571. 

Array  Service  Corps— Increase  of  Estab- 
lishment, Number  of  Officers,  etc. 
Q.    Capt.  Donelan ;    A.    Mr.   Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  791. 

Artillery 

Changes  in  1887,  Military  Authority 
Kesjionsible  for    Reduction    of 
Royal  Horse  Artillery 
Q.f.  Sir  .1.  Colomb  ;  As.  Mr.  Wrynd- 
hain,  Fib.  15,  69  ;  Feb.  22,  ^83. 

Efficiency  and    Sufficiency,   Military 
Officer  Responsible  for 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  791. 

Ltssons  of  the  South  African  War 
and  the  Government  Military  Pro- 
posals—Debate (Lords),  Feb.  15,  13. 

Reserve  of  Artillery  Officers.  Employ- 
ment of,  in  "Formation  of  new 
Battalions 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  19,  366. 

{Sec  also  subheading  Guns.) 

Auxiliary  Forces 

Adjutants,  Releasing  for  Service  in 
South  Africa 
Q.    Mr.    Cohen;    A.   Mr.   J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1419. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organ- 
isation of  Regular  and  Auxili- 
ary Forces  —  Government  Pro- 

]K)Sil's 

Delate  in  Committee  of  Supply, 
Feb.    15,    144;    Feb.  16,    240.; 
Feb.  7.9,  396. 
Inadequate    Proposals  —  Debate 
(Lords).  Feb.  15,  13. 
f.sVv  also  Titles,  Militia,  Volunteers, 
etc.) 

Volunteer  Adjutants,  See  Title  Vo- 
lunteers. 

Barracks.  Sec  that  Title. 

British   Central   African  Rifles    at  Mau- 

ritiurs  Sec  Mauritius. 
Bullets.  SW  that  Title. 


Cadet  Corps,  Formation  of,  proposed 
Q.   Mr.   L.   Sinclair ;   A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  20,  1088. 

See  also  Title  Military  Drill  in  Schools).. 

Canteens,  See  that  Title. 

Clothing   Department,  Establishment  of 
Branch  in  Ireland 
Q.  Mr   Hayden;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb.  28,  926. 

Commissions 

Colonial   Officers — Government  Mili- 
tary Proposals 
0.  Lord  Lamington,  Feb.  IS,  35. 

Filling  up  Vacant  Commissions 

Q.  Gen.  Russell;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  787. 

Promotion  from  the  Ranks  and  the 
South  African  War,  See  South 
African  War. 

Scotch     Public      Schools,     Granting 
Nominations  t:> 
Q.   Mr.  Hozier;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  792. 

Conscription   and    Compulsory    Military 

Service,  See  that  Title. 
Contracts 

Camp  Bedsteads— War  Office  Patten 
Q.  Sir  F.  S.  Powell ;  A.  Mr.  J. P. 
Williams,  Feb.  19,  369. 

Expenditure    in     Ireland  —  Forage 
Provisions,  Clothing,  etc 
0.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Feb.  16,&i. 

Factory  Acts,  Exemptions  from 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  M.  MT. 
Ridley,  Feb.  20,  676. 

Lyddite  Shells— Fair  Wage  Clause 
Q.  Mr.   Maddison  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  22,  788. 
Return 

Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1524. 
Stores  and  Supplies  for  South  Africa 
—  Publishing  Names   of  Con- 
tractors and  Officers  Responaibk 
for  Inferior  Stores 
Qs.  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  S.  MacNaH 
Mr.  J.  Burns,  Mr.  J.  Lowthtf, 
Sir  J.  Brunner;  As.  Mr.  J. P. 
Williams,  Feb.  23,  923. 
Qs.  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr.  J.  Lowther: 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  WTilliams,/V*.tf, 
1201. 
Cordite  Scandal 

Os.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  16,  297  ;  F&.  1% 
454. 
Crimean  and   Indian   Mutiny   Veteran* 
Treatment  of 
0.  Mr.  Flavin,  Feb.  16,  186. 

Cyclist  Volunteer  Corps,  Encouragement  of 

O.  Mr.  Wason,  Feb.  15,  157. 
Eighth  Division,  See  South  African  War. 
Enlistment  and  Recruiting 

Height,  Standard  of—Reduction  for 
Artillery  drivers  and  Infantry 
of  the  Line,  etc 
Q.  Major  Rasch ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  16,  222. 
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Three  Year  Enlistment— Extra  pay 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  22,  794. 

Under-age    Recruits,  Discharge  of — 
Case  of  Maguire,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Nossey;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  795. 

Ex-Soldiers  rejoining  for  one  year, 

See  Sub. -heading  Rejoining  the  Colours 

Guns 

Comparison  with  Foreign  Countries 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb. 
15,40. 

New  Batteries,  Guns  for 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 

ham,  Feb.  15,  68. 
0.  Col.  W.  Murray,  Feb.  16,  290. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Supply  of— Pressure  on  the  Depart- 
ments at  Woolwich 
0.  Mr.  Penn,  Feb.  16,  270. 

Household  Cavalry 
Horses 

0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb. 
IS,  40. 

Uniform — Abolition    of   the   Cuirass 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  16, 222. 

>  India,  See  that  Title. 

Ireland,  See  that  Title. 

King's  Own  Lancaster  Regiment,  Removal 
to  England,  Proposed,  etc. 
Q.  Gen.  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1209. 

Land  Forces  [120,000],  Cam.,  Feb.  15,  134. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifles— Defective  Sights 
O.  Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  16,  308. 

Lyddite  Shells,  See  that  Title. 

Medical   Corps    Enlistment  —  Maximum 
Standard  of  Height 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  786. 

Medical  Department   and    the    Military 
Proposals  of  the  Government 
0.  Capt.  Norton,  Feb.  16,  267. 

Medical  Organisation  for  Militia  Yeomanry 
and  Volunteers 
Q.  Dr.  Farquharson  ;    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  20,  570. 

Military  Drill  in  Schools,  See  that  Title. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill,  See 
that  Title. 

Military  Responsibility— Expansion  of  the 
Empire 
Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannennan,  Feb. 
16,  244  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  252. 

Military  Savings    Bank— Accounts    Pre- 
sented, Feb.  19,  356. 

Military  Works  Act 

Account  Presented,  Feb.  19,  357. 

Estimate  of .  Expenditure  Presented, 
Mar.  2, 1510,  1519. 
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Militia,  See  that  Title. 

Naval  Brigade  in  Land  Warfare 

ColomVs,  Sir  J.,  Protest,  Mar.  1,  1439 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  1491. 

Netley  Hospital,  See  that  Title. 

Officers 

Allowances  to  wives  and  families  of 
Officers  on  Active  Service 
Q.  Mr.  Moon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  69. 

Cavalry  Officers,  Deficiencies — Filling 
up  Vacancies  from  Reserve  of 
Officers  and  from  Yeomanry 
Q.  Mr.  Digby  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  563. 

Cost  of  Living 

0.  Sir  WT  Thorburn,  Feb.  15,  159. 

Ex-officers  serving  in  the  Militia, 

Gratuities,  &c. 

Q.   Capt.    Norton;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  793. 

Interviews  at  the  War  Office,Refusing, 
alleged, — Officers  desiring  to  go 
to  the  Front 
Q.  Mr.  Bainbridge;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1086. 

Reserve  of  Officers 

Artillery  Reserve,  Employment  of,  in 
Formation  of  New  Battalions 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  19,  366. 
Calvary — Filling  up  Vacancies 

Q.  Mr.  Dibgy ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  563. 
Employment  for  Sen-ice  at  Home,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys;  .4.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  69. 
See  also  Sub- heading,  Commission  a. 
Ordnance  Factories 

Accounts,  Publishing  War  Material 
Details  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Bainbridge,  Sir  C.  Dilke  ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Feb- 
26,  1089. 

Appropriation     Account    Presented, 
Feb.  15,  54. 


Estimate  Presented,  Feb. 


76. 


Pay  of  Foremen 

Q.   Capt.    Bowles;    A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1522. 

Promotion  from    the    Ranks,  See  South 
African  War. 

Regimental  Titles— Supplementary  Titles 
and     the    Publication    of     Casualties 
from  South  Africa,  See  South  African 
War— Casualties. 
Rejoining  the  Colours 

Ex-soldiers  Rejoining  for  one  year- 
Age  limit 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1085. 
Metropolitan  Police — Ex -soldiers  join- 
ing the  Reserve 
Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  2,  1521. 

[cont. 
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Serving  on  for  Pension 

Q.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster ;  A.  Mr- 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  569;  Q. 
Mr.  Courtney;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  7,  1418. 

Status  of  Infantry  Reserve  Officers, 
Pav  etc 
Q.  SirB.  Simeon ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  794;  Q.  Mr. 
Lyttleton;  A. Mr. J. P. Williams, 
Mar.  2,  1522. 

Ueserve  Squadrons — Replacing  Casualties 
in  Service  Squadrons 
Q.  Major  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1208. 

Rifle  Shooting  and  Rifle  Ranges.  See  those 
Titles. 

Riots,   Employment  of  Troops,   Catering 
for — Question  of  Incidence  of  Cost, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  15,  79,  80 

Salisbury  Plain  Manoeuvring  Ground — 
Purchase  of  Netheravon  Estate  by 
the  War  Office,  etc. 

Course  pursued  in  Valuation,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  1,  1452. 

Estate  Dutv 

Q.  Mr.'G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1523. 

Sandhurst  and  Woolwich   Colleges — Ad- 
mission of  unsuccessful  Candidates 
Q.  Adm.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  792. 

Separation  Allowance,  See  South  African 
War. 

Shooting  Directors,  See  that  Title. 

Strength  of  the  Army 

Number  of  Regular  Troops  at  Home — 
Return 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  19,  364 

Number  and  Constitution  of  Forces 
at  Home.  etc. 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb. 
15,  39. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces — Government  Proposals 

Colonial  Participation 

Q.  Mr.  Drage  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  19,  364. 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
15,  144 ;  Feb.  16,  240 ;  Feb.  19,  396. 

Foreign  Press  Comments 

0.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Feb.  15, 168,  172. 

Inadequate  Proposals 

Debate  [Lords],  Feb.  15,  13. 

Technical    Instruction  to    Soldiers— Em- 
ployment of  discharged  Soldiers 
Motion  (Lord  Monkswell),    Feb.   26, 
1043.  | 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 
G 


Army — cont. 

Travelling     Allowances     for      Non-coni 
missioned  Officers  and  Privates 
Q.   Mr.   Flynn;    A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  221. 

Treatment  of  Soldiers,  Inadequate  Pen- 
sions, etc. 
0.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Feb.  16,  288. 

Uniforms 

Change    in    the    Fighting    Dress  of 
Troops,  Necessity  for 
0.  Col.  W.  Murray,  Feb.  15,  lod. 

Underclothing     and      the     proposed 
change  in  the  Uniforms 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 181. 

Undress  Uniforms  for  Active  Service- 
Khaki  or  grey  Uniform 
Q.    Mr.    Seely;    A.    Mr.    J.   P- 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1087. 

Unsuitability  of 

0.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Feb.  15,  173. 

Veterinary  Department  Commissions 
Number  of  Vacant  Commissions,  etc 
Q.    Mr.     P.    O'Brien;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  787. 

Proposed  alterations  in  conditions  of 
Service,  etc. 
Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1086. 

Volunteers,  See  that  Title. 

Warrant     Officers  —  Militia     Sergeant- 
I  Majors 

I  Q.  Mr.  G.  Lawson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbaitu 

;  Feb.  15,  76. 

Yeomanry,  See  that  Title. 

j  Army  Corps 

Definition  of— Misunderstandings  eaiseo 
i  by  Military  Phraseology,  alleged 

Q.  Col.  Welby;  ^  Mr.  Wyndbtm, 
Feb.  20,  571. 

Army  Estimates 

Appropriation  Account  Presented  Feb.  i£ 

55. 
Approximate    Estimate   of    Expenditure 

Presented,  Mar.  2, 1610,  1619. 
Date  upon  which  Estimates  will  be  is  the 
hands  of  Members 
Q.  Sir  H.  Campbell-BaBnerman;^' 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mmr.  1, 1422. 

Effective  and  Non-effective  Services,  eter 
Estimates  Presented,  Feb.  22,  775. 

Memorandum    Presented,    Feb.    5,   1182. 
1200. 

Ordnance  Factories 

Estimates  Presented,  Feb.  22,  776. 
Supplementary   Estimate    Presented, 
Feb.  15,  68. 

Supplementary  Estimates 
Details  of  Expenditure 

Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd&aou 
Feb.  15,  73. 
Land  Forces  [120,000],  Own.  ^6.^,1^ 

South  African  War  [£13,000.0001  ft*. 
Feb.  16,  240 ;  Ftp*  FeL  19,  44*. 
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jrmy  and  Navy  Investment  Trust  Bill 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

umold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0.  [Belfast,  W.] 
Army 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government 
— State  of  Home  Defences,  etc.,  Feb. 
16,  278. 
Rejoining  the  Colours — Serving  on  for 
Pension,  Feb.  20,  569. 
Marines'  Grievances,  Mar.  1,  1471,  1499. 
Naval  Organisation — Colliers,  Telegraph 
Ships,  etc.,  Essential  to  Efficiency  of 
Fleet — Lord  C.  Beresford's  Statement, 
Feb.  20,  571. 
Navy  Estimates— First  Lord's  Statement, 
Feb.  27,  1281  ;  Mar.  1,  1471,  1495  {For 
subjects  discussed,  see  their  sub-headings 
under  Navy). 
South  African  War — Number  of  Men  sent 

to  the  Front,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  277. 
Stranraer  and  Lame  Mail  Route,  Delays 
and  Unpunctuality,  Feb.  19,  384. 

urran 

Stone  Forts  Vested  in  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works 
Q.  Serjeant  Hemphill ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  16,  231. 

Arrogant,"  H.M.S. 

Boilers,  Cost  of  Repairs— Return  Ordered 
[Mr.  W.  Allan],  Feb.  19,  358. 

Lrt 

Examiners — Abolition  of  Appointments  in 
Elementary  Schools,    Question    of 
Compensation 
Qs.  Sir  V.  Flannery  ;  As.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  16,  228  ;  Feb.  19,  389. 
Objects  of  Art  in  National  Museums,  Ac- 
quisition and  Control  of 
Q.   Lord  Balcarres;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 

Feb.  15,  91. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Howorth  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Mar.  1,  1437. 
Royal  Colleges  of  Art,  See  that  Title. 
Science  and  Art    Department,  See   that 
.Title. 

Lrtillery 

See  Titles  Army,  Guns,  South  African 
War,  etc. 

Lsh  Wednesday 

Sittings  of  the  House— Motion  [Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour],  Feb.  27,  1226. 

Lshford 

St.  Joseph's  Inebriate  Reformatory,  Regu- 
lations for  Management  Presented, 
Feb.  16,  196,  217. 

Ishton,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Beds,  Luton] 

Dunstable  RiHe  Range,  Feb.  27,  1210. 
Owen  Jones's  Charity,  Feb.  22,  800. 

Vsia,  Central 

Railways,  Russian  and  Indian  Railways, 
Connecting  —   Appointment        of 
Committee,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Feb.  22,  802. 
Russia  and  Afghanistan,  See  Afghanistan. 

7 


Asia  Minor 

Sidon — Attack  on  British   Vice-Consul*** 
Sons 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;   A.  Mr.   Br od rick, 
Feb.  26,  1094. 

Asquith,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  £.] 

Lead  Poisoning— Special  Rules,  SyBtem  of 
Arbitration,  etc.,  Feb.  28,  988. 

Assizes 

Ireland — New    Commissions    of    Assizes, 
Names  of  Civic  Dignitaries  omitted 
from 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Capt.  Donelan, 
Mr.  W,  Redmond,  Mr.  J.   Red- 
mond ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  20, 
587. 
"  White  Glove"  Calendar— Alterations  in 
Circuit  System  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Coghill ;  /.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  2,  1532. 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill 
l.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  194. 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Athboy 

Medical  Officer,  Absence  of,  Engagement 
and  Payment  of  Substitute 
'  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 

I  Mar.  1,  1448. 

I  Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N.W.J 
j         Army  —  Strengthening    and    Improving 
I  Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 

Forces,    Government    Proposals,    Feb. 
19,437. 
South  African  War,  Feb.  19,  4&7* 

Athleague 
I         Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;    A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
I  Feb.  15,  94. 

I  Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.    3.— Attorney-General 
'  for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  North] 

Agricultural    Grants—  Urban   Districts, 
Feb.  15,  98. 
I         Altmore  Tenant  Farmers'' Grievance,  Feb. 
j  15, 97. 

Annaly  Estate  —  Purchase  of  Holdings, 
1  Feb.   15,    99;    Feb.  19,  388;     Feb.  20, 

589  ;  Feb.  22,  816  ;  Feb.  26,  1104. 
I         Assizes,    New    Com  missions,    Names    of 
Civic   Dignitaries  omitted    from,  Feb. 
1  20, 587. 

Athboy    Medical    Officer,    Absence   of— 
Engagement  and   Payment   of  Substi- 
tute, Mar.  1,  1449. 
Belmullet  Union  Clerks'  Salary,  Feb.  16, 
99. 

,  Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of  at  Ban  try,  Feb.  27, 

\  1222  ;  Mar.  2,  1536. 

I         Butler's  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale,  Feb.  26, 
I  1103. 

!         Census,  Taking— Legislation,  Feb.  22,  814. 

!         Charitable    Loan    Funds    (Ireland)   Act, 
|  Feb.  26,  1103. 
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Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  Z.—cont. 

Chute's,  Mr.,  Estate — Purchase  of  Hold- 
ings, Feb.  15,  96. 

Congested  Districts  Board— PuTcha.se  of 
Land  in  Connaught,  Feb.  23,  939. 

Contempt  of  Court,  Imprisonment  for 
Kavanagh,  Patrick,  Case  of,  Feb.  27, 

1224. 
Ryan,  Ellen,  Case  of,  Mar.  2,  1534. 

Creagh  Estate— Tenants'  application  for 
Purchase,  Feb.  23,  940. 

Deny,  Public  Appointments  in — Claims 
of  Roman  Catholics  and  Nationalists, 
Feb.  16,  233. 

Dogs— Rabies  Returns,  Mar.  2,  1533. 

Downpatrick— British  Reverses  in  South 
Africa,  alleged  Disloyalty  in  Down- 
patrick, Feb.  19,  370. 

Dublin  Police— Alleged  Compulsory  Vol- 
unteering for  Service  in  South  Africa, 
Mar.  1,  1420. 

Education 

Intermediate    Education  —  Proposed 
Legislation,  Feb.  19,  389. 

Irish  Language,  teachirg  in  National 
Schools,  Feb.  23,  940  ;  Feb.  26, 1104 ;  ! 
Mar.  1,  1450.  : 

Poor   Law  Unions    contributing  to- 
wards National  Education,  Feb.  26,  , 
1105.  J 

Primary  Education  System,  Revised  i 
Code — Gaelic  League  Suggestions,  I 
Feb.  19,  387.  j 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2u.,  Feb. 
21,  750,  751,  752,  754,  755,  756,  759.  I 

Evictions  in  West  Cavan,  Feb.  27,  1221.       . 

Grand  Jurors,  Difficulty  in  obtaining,  | 
alleged,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  387.  i 

Kerry  Railway  Guarantee  Rate,  Feb.  16,  j 
235  ;  Feb.  20,  589.  I 

Labourers  Acts 

Baltinglass  District  Council  Scheme, 
Feb.  27,  1223. 

Boyle  Union  Inquiry,  Delay,  alleged, 
Feb.  19,  389. 

Longford  Inquiry,  Feb.  20, 588. 

Land  Commission — Applications  for  Fair 
Rents,  Appeals,  etc. 
Belfast,  Feb.  15,  95 ;  Feb.  22,  814 
Sittings — Attendance  of  Mr.  \V. 
O'Brien,  Feb.  16,  234. 
Cavan,  Feb.  22,  816. 
Donegal,  County,  Mar.  2,  1535. 
Down,  Coui'ty,  Feb.  16,  234. 
Dungannon  School  Estate,  Feb.   27, 

1222. 
Gosford's,  Earl  of,  Estate,  Feb.  15,  98 ; 

Feb.  20,  585. 
Kilkenny,  Mar.  1,  1450. 
Longford,  Feb.  27.  1223. 
Lights  Board,  Reconstruction  —  Legisla- 
tion, Feb.  26,  1105. 
Local    Government    Election    Petitions, 
Notes  of  Evidence— Publishing  as  Par- 
liamentary Paper,  etc..  Feb.  19,  386. 
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Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon,  J.—cout. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Feb.  22,  817. 
Market  Tolls  at  Ennis,  Feb.  15,  101. 
Mayo  County,  Extra  Police  in— Number, 

dost,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  585. 
New  Quay  Harbour,  County  Clare,  clearing 

of  deposit  of  rock  and  gravel,  Mar.  h 

1448.  ♦ 

Ogilby's  Estate — Raising  Rent  on  Tenant*' 

Improvements,  etc  ,  Feb.  22,  818. 
Poor  Law  Union  Grants,  Feb.  27,  1222. 
Portadown,  Reported  Riot    at,  Mar.  2, 

1536. 
Railway  Amalgamation   Bills— Attitude 

of  the  Board  of  Works,  etc.,  Mar.  1, 1451. 

Rate    Receipt    Books — Column    showing 

Sanitary  Expenses,  Feb.  22,  817. 
Ratepayers,  Relief  of— Tenants  purchasing 

Holdings  under  Local  Government  Act, 

Feb.  23,  939. 
Registration  of  Voters— Time  allowed  for 

Printing  Lists  of  Objections,  Feb.  35,038. 
Roscommon      Magistracy   —    Disqualifi- 
cations of  Local  Magistrates,  etc.,  Feh. 

15,  100. 
Seditious  Circulars,  Circulation  in  Dublin, 

Feb.  15,  66. 
Shillelagh  Union  Night  Nurse— Refusing 

to  sanction  Appointment  of  untrained 

Nurse,  Feb.  22,  815. 
Style's  Sir  W„  Estate— Rights  of  Turbary, 

etc.,  Feb.  19,  388. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro., 

Feb.  22,  829. 
Union    School    Teachers,    Disparity   in 

Incomes,  Feb.  15,  96. 
Urban   Authorities,    Borrowing   Powers, 

Feb.  20,  586. 

Attendance  at  School 

See  Education. 

Attorney-General 

Sir  R.  E.  Webster. 

Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
Right  Hon.  J.  Atkinson. 

Austin,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick,  W.] 

South  African   War— Military  Proposals 
of  the  Government,  etc. ,  Feb.  19,  418. 

Australasia 

Cable  Communication  between  the  Cni* 
and  Australia — Eastern  Extension 
Telegraph  Company's  Proposal 

Application  for  Subsidy 

Q.    Sir    C.   Dilke;    A\    Sir   M. 
Hicks-Beach,  Mar.  1,  1436. 

Protest  by  Canada  and  New  Zealand 
Q.     Mr.     Hogan;    A.     Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  1,  1424. 

Coal  for  British  Transports—  Prices,  etc., 
compared  with  W  elsh  Coal 

Q.  Mr.  Cohen;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  15,  74. 

O.  Mr.  Ci  hen,  Feb.  27,  1279. 
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ralasia— cmt. 

ocos- Keeling  Islands-  Landing  Station 
for  Eastern  Extension  Company 
Cable,  Application  to  British 
Government 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  20,  573. 

ederation— Commonwealth  Bill 

Date  of  Introduction 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  2,  1527. 

Division  of  Western  Australia 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  20,  572. 

[ilitary    System    at     Home — Including 
Colonies  in  the  Re-arrangement  of 
Military  System 
O.  Lord  Lamington,  Feb.  15,  36. 

ew     Hebrides— International    Position, 
Negotiations 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  16,  224. 

outh  Australia — Constitution  Amend- 
ment Act,  1899,  Presented,  Feb.  22,  766, 
776  ;  Feb.  23,  914. 

ransport  Wagons,  Offer  to  Supply  for 
South  Africa 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  19,  367. 

jtralia" 

juatic  Seamen,  Number  of,  Accommoda- 
tion, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 

Feb.  2%,  806. 

References  to  in  Debate  in  Com. 
of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  1004,  1027. 

ria 

[orses  for  South  Africa — Imperial  Yeo- 
manry Committee  Purchase 
Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  20,  565. 

liary  Forces 

ee  Titles  Army,  Militia,  Volunteers,  etc. 

ttidge,  Mr.  E.  [Lincoln,  Gainsborough] 

j*my  Ordnance  Factories  Accounts- 
Publishing  Details  of  War  Material, 
etc.,  Feb.26,  1088. 

outh  Afncan  War— British  and  Boer 
Guns,  Information  with  reference  to, 
Feb.  26,  1C87 

Yar  Office — Officers  Volunteering  for  the 
Front,  Interview  with  Military  Secre- 
taries refused,  Feb.  26.  1086. 

I,  Mr.  J.  G.  A.  [Glasgow,  Central] 

ransport  Service  Meat  Supplies — Reports 
From  Officers,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1413. 

r,  Sir  J.  [Portsmouth] 

avy  Estimates— First  Lord's  Statement, 
Feb.  27,  1254. 

r  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill 
2r.#  Mar.  2,  1511. 

tanding  Order  complied  with,  Feb,  2$, 
912. 


Baku 

British  Consulate  at 

Q.  Mr.  Cohen  ;  Mr.  Brodrick,  Mar.  1, 
1430. 

Balance  of  Naval  Power 

See  Naval  Balance  of  Power 
Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley] 

Museums— Acquisition  and  Control  of  Art 
Objects,  Feb.  15,  91. 

Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.— First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  [Manchester,  E.] 

Army— Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces— Government  Proposals,  Feb.  16, 
249. 

Bread  Stuffs,  National  Reserve,  Feb.  27, 
1204. 

Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  19,  392 ;  Feb. 
20,  594,  595  ;  Feb.  26,  1110,  1111. 

Discussions  in  Committee  of  Supply, 

etc.,  Feb.  16,  236. 
Jameson  Raid  Debate— Twelve  o'clock 

Rule,  Feb.  16,  235. 

Sittings  of  the  House,  Select  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  proposed,  Feb.  15, 
108. 

Supply 

Irish    Estimates,    Time  allotted 

to,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  123. 
Sessional  Order— Motion,  Feb.  15, 
103,  114,  122. 
Cable    Companies'   Agreements,  Govern- 
ment withholding  sanction  from  future 
Agreements,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  593. 
Carbolic  Acid  Export  Trade,  Removal  of 

Restrictions,  Feb.  20,  591. 
Civil  Servants— Reports    of  Officials  on 

Subordinate*,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1455. 
Coal    Supply  —  Commission  of   Inquiry, 

suggested,  Feb.  26,  1109. 
Companies  Bill— Date  of  Second  Reading, 
Feb.  23,  943  ;  Mar.  1,  1456. 

Contempt  of  Court— Case  of  Patrick  Ka- 
vanagh,  Feb.  27,  1225. 

Contraband  of  War— Right  of  Search, 
Seizure  of  "  Sabine,"  Feb.  27, 1204. 

Court  of  Appeal — State  of  Business,  Feb. 

27,  1225. 
Cowdenbeath     Borough     Commissioners' 

Election,  Feb.  23,  943. 
Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 

Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 

Feb.  23,  966,  968. 
Deer  Forests,  Scotland— Return,  Feb.  27, 

1226. 
Education  Bill  for  Scotland,  Mar.  2,  1537. 
Estimates-,  Delay  in  Presenting,  Feb.  22, 

819,  820. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Feb.  19,  392. 

Imperial  Institute,  Government  taking 
over  Buildings  —  Arrangements  for 
future  working  of  the  Institute,  etc., 
Feb.  19,  391. 
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German  Official  warning  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  Feb.  20,  558. 

Re-opening  Inquiry,  proposed  —  Re- 
lationship of  the  Colonial  Office  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the  Con 
spiracy,  Feb.  20,  690. 

Judicial  Appointment*,  Ireland— Politics 
of  Judges,  Feb.  15,  102. 

London  Boroughs  under  London  Govern- 
ment Act  —  Parliamentary  Division, 
etc,  Feb.  20,  b^. 

Military  Responsibilities— Expansion  of 
the  Empire,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  25*2. 

Municipal  Trading— Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee, Feb.  19,  390. 

Netheravon  Estate,  Purchase  of,  by  the 
War  Office— Course  pursued  in  Method 
of  Valuation,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1452. 

New  Hebrides,  International  Position — 
Negotiations,  Feb.  16,  225. 

Norman  French,  Use  of,  in  Royal  Assents 
to  Acts  of  Parliament,  Mar.  1,  1454. 

Patriotic     Fund    Administration,    etc.— 
Committee 
Conducting    Proceedings    in    Public, 

Feb.  26,  1083. 
Constitution     of     Committee,     etc., 
Feb.  19,  359 ;  Feb.  JO,  555,  556,  557. 
Method  of  Procedure,  etc.,  Feb.   22, 
789  790. 
Redistribution  Bill,  Feb.  26,  1109. 

Russian  Consul -General,  Appointment  at 
Bombay,  Feb.  26,  1110. 

Secondary  Education  Bill— Date  of  Intro- 
duction, Feb.  23,  943. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Invasion  of  Zululand— Policy 
of  Employing  South  African 
Natives  or  Indian  Native  Troops, 
Feb.  15,  57. 

Colonial  Contingents— Expenses,  Feb. 
16,  218. 

Cronje,  Gen.,  Surrender  of,  Feb.  :TJ, 

1202. 
Day    of    Humiliation    and     Prayer, 

Feb.  15,  59 ;  Feb.  19,  358. 

De  Beers  Company— Suggested  appli- 
cation of  fronts  for  benefit  of 
Troops,  M ar.  1,  1411. 

Financial  Proposals— Closure  of 
Debate,  Feb.  16,  316,  317,  319. 

Macdonald,  Gen.— Nature  of  Wound — 
Feb.  23,  920. 

Relief  Funds — Amount  subscribed, 
sufficiency  of,  for  Relief  of  Widows 
and  Children,  Feb.  22,  791. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule— First  Reading  of 
Government  Bills,  Feb.  15,  102 ;  Feb.  22, 
828. 

Treasury  Control  —  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Stinting  of  the 
Military  Preparations,  Feb.  20,  592. 

War  Office  Administration  —  Suggested 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Feb.  20,  592. 
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i  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord 

,         Inebriates   Amendment    (Scotland)    Bill, 

I  2R.*  Feb.  19,  350. 

Baltinglass 

Labourers'    Cottages  —  District    Council 
Scheme 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb  27,  1223. 

Banbury,  Mr.  F.  G.  [Caniberwell,  Peckham] 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  BUI,  2s. 
Feb.  27,  1192. 

Bankruptcies 

Hooley's,  Mr. ,  Estate— Delay  in  Windingup 
Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, M 
26,  1095. 

Bantry 

Murder  of  Mr.  W.  Bird 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  Johnston.  Mr.  J.  Redmond, 
Capt.  Donelan ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  26,  1107 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  27,  1222 

Qs.  Sir  H.  Howorth,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien, 
Capt.  Donelan  ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  2,  1535. 

Barbed  Wire  Cutters 
See  Wire  Cutters. 

Bamsley  Corporation  Bill 
/.  1R.*  Feb.  15,  1. 

Certificates  referred  to  Stauding  Onto* 
Committee,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Barracks 

Act  of  1890 

Account  Presented,  Feb.  15,  54. 
Estimate  of   Expenditure  Pretested. 
Mar.  2,  1510,  1519. 
Enniskillen  Barracks,  Reconsidering  De 
cision  to  remove  Headquarters  from 
Enniskillen 
Q.    Mr.    Archdale;    A.    Mr.   J.  P- 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1422. 

St.  George's  Barracks  and  the  National 
Gallery 
Q.  Dr.   Farquharson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
I  ham,  Feb.  19,  373. 

J  Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill 

I  /.  2R.*  Feb.  26, 1042. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  ft 
193. 

|  Bartley,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  [Islington,  N.j 
'         Savings  Banks— Inquiry,  Mar.  2,  1593. 

South  African  War 
|  Cost  of  the  War,  etc,  Feb.  16, 267. 

Gifts   for   Troop**— Customs    Dntk* 
Feb.  15,  72. 
j  Parcels    for   the    Troops,    Deity  » 

delivery,  Feb.  27, 1206, 
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asutoland 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Feb.  20,  502, 
554. 

•attersea 

Building  Working  Class  Dwellings 

London     County     Council     (General 
Powers)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

ayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 

Jameson  Raid— Sir  G.  Bower's  Memoran' 
dum,  Feb.  19,  363. 

fcach,   Sir  M.   H.— Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer [Bristol,  W.] 

Cable  Communication  between  Cape  and 
Australia,  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
pany's Proposal— Application  for  Sub- 
sidy, Mar.  1,  14313. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Stinting  of  Military  Preparations,  See 
Treasury  Control. 

Death  Duties 

Evasion  of,  Feb.  22,  798. 
Soldiers'  Estates,  Feb.  15,  62. 

Gun  Licences  and  the  Encouragement  of 
Rifle  Practice,  Feb.  16,  226 ;  Feb.  20, 575. 

Income  Tax— Exemption  of  Superannua- 
tion Funds,  Mar.  2,  1530. 

Rifle  Ranges— Expenditure  under  Military 
Works  Act,  etc.,  Feb.  27, 1211. 

Savings  Bank  System— Legislation,  Feb. 
16,  82. 

South  African  War  Financial  Proposals 
Method    of     rawing     the    Vote     of 

£13,000,000,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  496. 
Position  of  the  War  Office  and  the 

Treasury  as  to  immediate  payment, 

Feb.  16,  329. 

Stamp  Act— Joint  Stock  Companies  Share 
Transfers,  Mar.  1,  1437. 

Bedford  Gas  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  10, 
215. 


Belfast— ront. 


leer 


Amount  of  Beer  exported,  etc.— Return 
Presented,  Feb.  22,  777. 

Production  and  Consumption  in  Europe, 
United  States,  and  British  Colonies- 
Statement  Presented,  Feb.  15,  56. 


leer  Duty 

Return  Presented,  Feb.  22,  777. 

leit,  Mr.,  and  the  Jameson  Raid 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Proposal 
for  Reopening  of  th«  Inquiry,  Feo.  20, 
607,  638,  647. 

Belfast 

Fair  Rent  Appeals 

Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
15,  95. 
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Number  of  Rents  raised,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  22,  814. 

Yeomanry  Horsemanship  Tests — Alleged 
fatality 
Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan  :  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  71. 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill 

I  c.  2R.*  Feb.  26,  1060. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  19* 
353. 

i  Belleville  Boilers 
i         See  Navy  Boilers. 

Belmullet  Union  Clerk 

Compensation  for  diminution  of  salary 
V-    Mr.    Tully;    A.    Mr.    Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  99. 

Bengal 

Military  Fund — Rate  of  Exchange 

Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Lord  6.  Hamilton, 
Mar.  1,  1425. 

Berar 

!  Famine  Relief,  Labour  Test,  etc. 

I  Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord  G. 

!  Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1427. 

>  Bethell,  Com.  G.  [York,  E.R.,  Holdernees] 

Marines'  Grievances,  Mar.  1,  1486. 

Uganda,  Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office,  etc.,  Feb.  <?2,  887. 

;  Bexhill  and  Rotherfield  Railway  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  26,  1042. 
|  Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  22, 

765. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  [Bethnal  Green, N.E.I 

British      Indian      Refugees     from      the 

Transvaal,  Treatment  of,   at  Lorenzo 

Marques— Compulsory    deportation    to 

India,  etc.,  Feb.  20,560;  Feb.  26,  1094. 

Imperial  Institute,  Government  taking 
over  Buildings — Arrangements  forfuture 
working  of  the  Institute,  etc.,  Feb.  19, 
391. 

Indian  Telegraphic  Rates  —  Reduction 
proposed,  Mar.  1,  1427. 

Bill,  Mr.  C.  [Staffordshire,  Leek] 

Famagusta  Harbour,  Improvement  of — 
Protection  of  ancient  walls,  etc.,  Feb* 
15,  81. 

Militia — South  African  War,  etc.,  Feb.  16, 
276. 

Bills 

Private  Bills,  Sec  that  Title. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule— First  Readings 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  15,  102. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill 

Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill. 
The  Speaker,  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Feb.  22,  823. 
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Billson,  Mr.  A.  (.Halifax] 

War  News,  Delay  in  publishing,  Feb.  22 \ 
784. 

Bird,  Mr. 

Murder  of,  at  Ban  try 
Qs.  Mr.  \V.  Johnston,  Capt.  Donelan, 
Mr,  J.  Redinond  ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  26 ,  1107;  Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston 
A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  27,  1222;  Qs. 
Sir  H.  Howortb,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Capt. 
Donelan ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  2, 
1535. 

Birmingham  Corporation  (Stock)  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb,  /-•?,  911. 

Birmingham   (King  Edward  the    Sixth) 
Schools  Bill 
Report,  Feb.  26,  1041. 

Birmingham  University 
Charter,  Provibions  of 

Q.    Mr.    C.    P.    Scott;    A.    Sir    R. 
^Webster,  Feb.  26,  1100. 
Statutes— Section  20  and  the  Granting  of 
Degrees 
Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  20,  574. 

Birmingham  University  Bill 

'  /.  2r.*  Mar.  2,  1510. 
Attorney-General's  Report,  Feb.  26,  1041. 

Birrell,  Mr.  A.  [Fife,  W.] 

Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 


Srecmcts  of  t 
'eb.  23,  961. 


Tatham,  Mr.,  and  the  South  African 
Correspondence,  Feb.  19,  364. 

Black  Bod,  Office  of 

Os.  Mr.  McKenna,  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  23, 
946. 

Blake,  Mr.  E.  [Longford] 

Jameson  Raid,  Re- opening  Inquiry,  pro- 
posed— Relationship  of  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the 
Conspiracy,  Feb.  20,  660. 

Bloch,  M.  de 

British  Navy,  Strength  of,  M.  de  Bloch  on 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164. 

Blythswood,  Lord 

Army— Government  Military  Proposals, 
Inadequate  Proposals,  Feb.  15, 26. 

Compulsory  Military  Service—  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  538. 

Volunteers — Further  calling  up  of  Volun- 
teer?, suggested,  Mar.  1,  1355. 

Board  of  Education 

Agriculture,  Board  of-  -Transfer  of  Educa- 
tional Powers  to  Board  of  Education 
Q.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  15,90;  Q.  Col.  Lockwood  ;  A. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb  22,  803. 
Assignment  of  Functions  without  regard 
to  Parliamentary  Privileges 
Q.  Col.  Lockwood ;   A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  ./.?,  934. 
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Board  of  Education  -eont. 

Bill   for   constituting  Local  Authorities, 
Date  of  Introduction,  etc 
Q.  Lord  Norton ;  A.  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, Feb.  22,  772. 

Consultative  Committee 

Qs.  Col.  Lockwood,  Sir  W.  Anson, 
Lord  H.  Cecil ;  As.  Sir  J.  Goret, 
Feb.  23,  935;  Q.  Mr.  Yoxall;  A. 
Sir  J.  Gorst ;  Feb.  26,  1102. 

Technical  Instruction  Grants— Technology 
Q.  Col.  Lockwood  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Goret, 
Feb.  23,  934. 

Board  Schools 

Church    Coppenhall    Parish    Almanack, 
Affixing  to  Wall  of  Board  School 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ;    A.  Sir  J.  Gout, 
Feb.  26,  1100. 
Teachers'  Pensions— School  Board  Super 
annuation  Fund  and  the  Treasury 
Scheme 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Goret, 
Feb.  22,  805. 

Boer  Armaments 

See  South  African  War— Guns.' 

Boer  Proclamations  of  Annexation 

Set  South  African  War. 

Boilers 

Naval  Ships,  Coat  of  Repairs— Return 
Ordered  [Mr.  W.  Allan],  Feb.  19,M 
Watertube  Boilers— Continuous  Working 
at  full  power  without  developing 
•        defects,  Coal  Consumption,  etc 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery  ;  A.  Mr.  Goachen, 
Mar.  1,  1423. 
(See  also  Title,  Navy.) 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill 
c.  1R.*  Feb.  16,239. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  [No.  3] 
Bill 
c.  1R.*  Mar.  1,  1508. 

Bombay 

Military  Fund- -Rate  of  Exchange 

Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
Mar.  1,  1425. 
Plague — Number  of  Deaths,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  23,  927. 
Russian  Consulate  General,  Establish- 
ment of 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  19,  374;  Q.  Mr.  ProvandjX 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  26, 1110. 

Borneo— British  North  Borneo 
Expedition  against  Mat  Sal  I  eh 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  /«*.& 

929. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1604. 

Boroughs 

Metropolitan  Boroughs,  Mayors  and  Alder* 
men — Qualification 
Q.  Mr.  Whitmore  ;  A.  Sir  R.  Webster, 
Feb.  22,  813. 
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Borrowing  Powers 

Irish  Urban  Authorities 

Qt.  Mr.  Shee  ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  20,  586. 

Boulnois,  Mr.  E.  [Marylebone,  £.] 

County  of  London  and  Brash  Provincial 

Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  26, 1076.  ! 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  2r., 

Feb.  ^7,  1191. 

Boundary  Survey,  Ireland 

Vote  for  (Supplementary  Vote),  Feb.  22, 
866. 

Bounties  on  Sugar 
See  Sugar  Bounties. 

Bower,  Sir  G. 

Government  Appointmentand  the  Jameson 
Raid 
Qs.  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  Mr.  Bayley ;  As. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Feb.  19,  363. 

Bowles,  Capt.  EL  P.  [Middlesex,  Enfield] 
Ordnance    Factories— Pay   of    Foremen, 
Mar.  2,  1522. 

Bowles,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Lynn  Regis] 

Africa,  British  Central— Expenditure  on 

Railway  Survey,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  900. 
Army — Strengthening  and  Improving  Or- 
ganisation   of    Regular  ana   Auxiliary 

Forces,  Government  Proposals,  Feb.  19, 

419. 
Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  20,  593. 

Friday  Sittings— Short  Day  Sitting 
Feb.  15,  106,  114. 
Conscription    and    Compulsory    Military 

Service,  Feb.  19,  419. 
Contraband  of   War— Delagoa  Bay  and 

the  Empreza  Africana  Company,  etc., 

Feb.  22,  780. 
Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 

Precincts   of    Palace   of   Westminster, 

Feb.  93,  963. 
Declaration  of  Paris,   Effect   of,  on  Sea 

Power  of  Great  Britain,  Feb.  26,  1141. 
Electoral    Disabilities  (Military  Service) 

Bill,  Mar.  1,  1458. 
House  of  Lords*  Offices,  Feb.  23,  946. 
Germany  and  Holland,  Alliance  between 

—German  Anticipations,  Feb.  16,  223. 
Goverment  Property  —  Contribution  in  lieu 

of  Rates,  Feb.  22,  863. 
Mariners'  Grievances,  Mar,  1,  1500 

Naw  Estimates— First  Lord's  Statement, 

Fib.  26, 1138;    Mar.   .',1542.    (For  sub- 

jects  discussed,  See  their  sub-headings 

under  Navy). 

Privy  Council  Office  -Salary  of  Registrar, 

etc.,  Feb.  22,  864. 
Rifle  Ranges— Expenditure  under  Military 

Works  Act,  etc.,  Feb.  27,  1211. 
Salisbury    Plain    Manccumng    Ground, 
Purchase  of  Land  by  the  War  Office 
Estate  Duty,  Mar.   '*,  1523. 
Valuation  of  Estate*,  etc.,  Mar.    I, 
1452. 
Scilly  Isles  -Breakwater.  &c,  Mar.  2, 1575. 
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Bowles,  Mr.  T.  Q.—eont, 

South  African  War,  Feb.  19,  419. 

De  Beers  Company,  Suggested  Appli- 
cation  of    Fronts   for    Benefic   of 
Troops,  Mar.  1,  1411. 
Naval  Brigade— Battles  of  Graspan 
and  Colenso,  Publication  of    Des- 
patches, Feb.  15,  60  ;  Feb.  18,  361. 
Supply— Sessional    Order,   Appropriating 
Private  Members'  time,  etc.,  Feb.  15, 
120. 
Trawlers  in  Scottish  Waters — Names  and 
Nationalities  of  Trawlers,  Feb.  20,  581. 
Treasury  Control — Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  the  Stinting  of  the  Military 
Preparations,  Feb.  20,  592. 
Uganda,  Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office — Mutiny  of   Soudanese   TroojH, 
etc.,  Feb.  22,  871. 

Boyle  Union 

Inquiry  under  Labourers'  Act — Delay  in 
Issuing  Provisional  Order,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Tully;    A.    Mr.    Atkinson, 
Feb.  19,  389.' 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme 

Mercantile  Marine  and  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve— Failure  of  Scheme,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M* Arthur;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mar  1,  1442. 

Boys'  Brigade 

Formation  of  Cadet  Corps,  &c. 

Q.   Mr.   L.   Sinclair;   A.   Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1088. 

See  also  Military  Drill  in  Schools. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Bread  Stuffs 

National  Reserve 

Q.    Mr.   Seton-Karr;    A.   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  27,  1204. 

Brewers'  Licences 

Return  Presented,  Feb.  22,  776. 

Brewery    and    Commercial    Investment 
Trust,  Limited,  Bill 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb,  20, 
501. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill 
c.  2K.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Bristol  Water  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  26,  1042. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  .?/; 
765. 

British  Central  Africa 

See  Africa,  Central. 

British  Consuls 
See  Consuls. 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Staffordshire 
Potteries)  Bill 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  2), 
1185. 
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British  Indian  Refugees 

See  Transvaal. 
British  Museum 

Grant-in- Aid—  Petition,  Feb.  15,  53. 

Income  and  Expenditure — Account  Ordered 
(Mr.  J.  Morley),  Feb.  20,  555. 

Number  of  Persons  visiting,  Arrange- 
ment and  Description  of  Collections, 
etc. — Return  Ordered  (Mr.  J.  Morley), 
Feb.  20,  655. 

British  North  Borneo 

See  Borneo. 
BroadhUTSt,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Business  of  the  House — Friday  Sittings, 

Short  Day  Sitting,  Feb.  15,  1U6. 
Death  Duties,  Evasion  of,  Feb.  22,  798. 
Foot    and    Mouth    Disease    Regulations, 

Feb.  22,  808. 
South  African  War,  Feb.  15,  162. 
Volunteers  —  Military  Proposals  of    the 

Government,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  160. 

Brodrick,   Bt.   Hon.    St-    John  —  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Surrey, 
Guildford) 
Africa 

British  Central  Africa 

Arras   of    Native    Troops,    etc., 

Feb.  22,  899. 
Hut-tax,  Cost  of  Collection,  Form 
of  Payment,  etc.,  Feb.  26,  1093. 
Nyassa  Railway,  Delay  in  Con- 
struction, Feb.  l'J,  375. 
Rubber  Trade  Regulations,  Feb. 

23,92&. 
Troops,    Number    of,    and     Re- 
arming   with  Martini  -  Enfield 
Rifle,  Feb.  21,  929. 
Nyassa    and    Tanganyika,    Lakes — 
Anglo-German  Boundary  Commis- 
sion, Feb.  23,  928. 
Slavery  in  Zanzibar,  Peiul*a,  &c,  Feb. 

23,  997. 
Steamship  Communication  with  Zan- 
zibar, Feb.  23,  999. 
Bombay  —  Russian    Consulate    General, 
Establishment  of,  and   Appointment 
of  British  Consuls    in   Dominion  of 
Russia,  Feb.  19,  375. 
Borneo,     British      North  — -  Expedition 

against  Mat  Salleh,  Feb.  2J,  929. 
British  Commercial  Agents  Abroad,  Ap- 
pointments, Feb.  23,  999  ;  Feb.  26,  1095. 
British  Consuls— Charges  of  Crimping,  &c, 
against  New  York  Snipping  Office,  Mar. 
2,  1618. 
China—Blue  Book  relating  to,   Date  of 

Issue,  Feb.  26,  1094. 
Colonial    Loans    under    Act    of    1899  — 
Number  of  Loans,  Amount  of  Interest, 
etc.,  Feb.  26, 1091. 
Congo  Free  State— Atrocities  with  Con- 
nivance of  State  Officials,  alleged,  Feb. 
27,  1215. 
Constantinople  Riots  of  18%— Claims  of 

British  Merchants,  Feb.  X,  1095. 
Crete— Prince  George's  Keport,  Feb.  22, 
798. 
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'  Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John— cant. 

Delagoa  Bay— Contraband  of  War,  etc 

"Empreza  Africana"  Company — Dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Pott,  etc.,  Feb.  ff, 
779,  780 ;  Feb.  26,  1083  ;  Mar.  1, 
1412. 

Neutrality  of  Portugal,  Feb.  15,  60. 

■         Germany  and  Holland,  Alliance  between— 
1  German  Ant ici]iat  ions,  Feb.  16,  224. 

I         Gibraltar— Destitute  Aliens  at,  granting 
Resident  Permits,  Feb.  26,  1092. 

Maltese  Law  Courts —Substituting  English 

;  Language  for  Italian  Language,  Feb.  *7, 

1212. 

Mauritius— British  Central  African  Rifles, 

Misconduct  of,  Feb.  22,  903,  905,  906; 

!  Feb.  27,  1214. 

Morocco — Reported  French  Occupation  of 
Tafilet,  Mar.  1,  1431. 

!  New  Caledonian-Queensland  Cable  Agree- 

ment, Terms  of,  etc.,  Feb.  26,  1091. 

Peace  Conference  —  Ratification  of  the 
I  Convention  and  Appointment  of  Arbi- 

1  trators,  Feb.  15,  88. 

I         Persia— Russian  Loan 

Attitude  of  the  British  Government 
Feb.  27,  1213. 

Paying  of  Regie  Loan— Option  given 

to     the     British     Government   of 

Guaranteeing  New  Loan,  Mar.  1, 

1430. 

Russia— British  Consulates  at  Tiflis  and 

i  Baku,  Mar.  1,  1430. 

Samoa 
'  Anglo-German    Convention,    Future 

I  Governing  Arrangements,  etc,  Feb. 

'  27,  1215. 

German  Government  Trading  Licences, 
Feb.  16,  22*. 
!         Sidon— Attacks  on  British  Vice-Consul's 
Sons,  Feb.  26,  1094. 

Spanish- American  War— Reported  Sale  of 
Ammunition  by  the  British  to  Spain  in 
1898,  Feb.  76, 1093 ;  Mar.  /.1431. 

Soudan— Abyssinian  Boundary,  Mar.  2, 
j  1527. 

Transvaal— British  Indian  Refugees,  Treat- 
ment of  at  Lorenzo  Maroues— Com- 
pulsory Deportation  to  India, etc.,  Feb. 
20,  560  ;  Feb.  26,  1094. 

Trawling— Foreign  Trawlers  in  Moray 
Firth,  Feb.  27,  1214. 

!         Uganda — Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office,  Attack  on, etc.,  Feb.  22,  874. 

1         University    Education     Abroad,    Papers 
relating  to,  Feb.  16,  225. 

Waima  Incident — Compensation,  Feb.  2$, 
1000. 

Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finder 

Action  of  the  War  Office 

Q.   Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  75. 
i         Trials  at  Gibraltar 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
j  Feb.  26,  1089. 
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rownjohn,  John 
Petition  for  Redress  of  Grievances  Feb.  23, 
913. 

rownlow,  Earl  of 

Volunteers,  Reject  men  t  of,  after  Purchase 
of  Equipment,  Feb.  15,  9. 
runner,  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  Northwich] 

Commercial  Attaches,  Additional  Appoint- 
ments, Feb.  23,  996. 

Corporal  Punishment .  in  Elementary 
Schools— St  Simon  and  St.  Jude's  School, 
etc.,  Feb.  19,  377  ;  Feb.  22,  804,  805. 

Lead  Poisoning  in  the  Potteries,  Feb.  23, 
991. 

London  County*  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill  2R.,  Feb.  26,  1064,  1065. 

Militia  Service  in  the  Colonies,  Feb.  22, 
797. 

Passenger  Trains,  Communication  with 
Guard — Brake  System,  Mar.  1,  1441. 

Stores  for  South  Africa,  Publishing  names 
of  Officers  and  Contractors  responsible 
for  inferior  Stores,  Feb.  23,  924. 

tryce,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Commercial  Agents  Abroad,  Feb.  23, 1031. 
Companies  Bill— Date  of  Second  Reading, 

Feb.  23,  943. 
Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2R.t  Mar.  1, 

1404. 
Light  Railways—Administration  of  Act, 

Feb.  23,  1031. 
tach&nan,  Mr.  T.  [Aberdeenshire,  East] 
Africa- -British    Central    Africa,    Admi- 
nistration, Military  Matters,  etc.,  Feb. 

22,  899. 
Estimates— Delay  in  Presenting,  Feb.  22, 

819. 
HarlKHirs,  Construction  of,  Feb.  23,  1020. 
Indian    Native   Troops  Serving    outside 

India— Expenses,  etc.,    Mar.    1.    1428, 

1429. 
Lagos  Natives,  Treatment  of,  at  Fernando 

Po,  Mar.  2,  1526. 
Light  Railways  Act — Complaints  as    to 

Administration,  Feb.  23,  1020. 
Mauritius — British  Central  African  Rifles, 

Misconduct  of  Troo[w,  Feb.  20,  570. 
Salmon  Fisheries,  Scotland— Sale  of  Crown 

Rights,  Mar.  2,  1533. 
Uganda    Administration — Sir    H.    John- 
ston's Views,  Mutiny  of  the  Soudanese 

Troops,  etc.,  Feb.  .'„',"  888. 

(nek  Brothers 

See  Yeomanry— Boer  Spies. 

Buckingham,  Towcester,  and  Metropolitan 
Junction  Railway  Bill 
c.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  354. 
lullard,  Sir  H.  [Norwich] 

Rifle  Ranges— Grants  to  Corporations  and 
Local  Authorities,  etc.,  Feb.  27,  1210. 

Bullets 

Expanding  Bullets,  Use  of,  by  the  Boers 
Q.    Gen.    Laurie :      A.    Mr.    J.     P. 
Williams,  Ma  r.  1,  1415. 
Mark  IV.,  Failure  of.  at  Bisley— Inquiry 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke:  A.  Mr.  Wvndham, 
Feb.  15,  76. 


Bunno-Ohinese  Boundary  Commission 
Murder  of  British  Officers 

Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts;   A.    Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  16,  225. 

Burnley  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  104. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Burns,  Mr.  J.  [Battersea] 

Conscription,  Feb.  15,  169,  175. 

County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2k.  Feb.  26,  1074. 

Lead  Poisoning — Special  Rules,  Arbitra- 
tion, &c,  Feb.  23,  989. 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill,  2R.  Feb.  26,  1065,  1067. 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government — 
Protest  against  increased  Military  Ex- 
penditure, Feb.  15,  167. 

Military  Uniforms,  Unsuitabilitv  of,  Feb. 
15,  173. 

Paris  Exhibition— Board  of  Trade  Dia- 
grams and  Statistical  Tables,  Feb.  23, 
1021. 

Seamen's  Grievances,  Feb.  23,  1021,  1029. 

Stores  for  South  Africa — Publishing  Names 
of  Contractors  and  Officers  responsible 
for  Inferior  Stores,  Feb.  23,  923. 

Uganda  Administration — Attack  on  the 
Foreign  Office,  Mutiny  of  Soudanese 
Troops,  et<5.,  Feb.  2?,  872,  885,  890. 

Volunteer*  -Railway  Conveyance  to  Shoot- 
ing Ranges  free  of  charge,  Feb.  15,  170. 

|  Burt  Mr.  [Morpeth] 

Mines  (Eight    Hours)    Bill,  2k.    Feb.   28, 
I  1333,  1335. 

I 

I  Bury  and  District  Water  (Transfer)  Bill 

I         /.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  194. 

!  Committed,  Feb.  .47,911. 

1  Business  of  the  House 

I         Jameson    Raid    Delate— Twelve   o'clock 

!  Rule 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  16,  235. 

Standing  Orders  regulating  Sittings  of  the 
House 

Select  Committee  of  Inquiry,  proposed 
O.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  15,  108. 
Q.  Mr.  Dur.com be  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  A. 
Balfour,  Feb.  22,  818. 
Supply 

Sessional  Order,  Motion  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour),  Feb.  15,  103. 

Wednesday  Sittings,  Standing  Order 
governing,  applying  to  Friday 
Sittings— Motion  (Mr.  Duncombe), 
Feb.  15,  105. 


|         Ten  Minutes  Rule,  See  that  Title. 
;  Butcher,  Mr.  J.  O.  [York] 
j         Rifle  Clubs — Inland  Revenue  Gun-licences, 
Remitting  Tax  on  Guns,  Feb.  20,  575. 

I  Butler  Estate 

Delay  in  Sale  of 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1103. 
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Buxton,  Mr.  8.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 
County  of  London  and  Brash  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2r.  Feb.  26,  1078. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment 

Bill,  Intro.  Mar.  2,  1541. 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  2r. 

Feb.  27,  1193. 
Mauritius— British  Central  African  Rifles, 

Misconduct  of,  Feb.  22,  906. 
School  Board  Teachers'  Pensions,  Feb,  22, 

805. 

Bye-elections 

See  Titles  New  Writs  and   New  Members 
Sworn. 

Cab  Radius 

Proposed  Alterations  , 

Qs.  Mr.    W.    Redmond,  Mr.  Lough 
As.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  1, 1439? 

Gable  Communication 

Agreements,     Government     withholding 
Sanction  from  future  Agreements 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  20,  592. 

Cape  to  Australia  —  Eastern   Extension 
Telegraph  Company's  Proposal 
Protest  against  by    Canada  and 
New  Zealand 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A .  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  1, 1424. 

Subsidy,  Application  for 
Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke;    A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Mar.  1,  1436. 

Eastern  Telegraph  Company,    See    that 
Title. 

France  —  New    Caledonian  -  Queensland 
Cable  Agreement,  Terms,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke;    A.  Mr.   Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1090. 

Liverpool  and  United  States— Delays 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M'Arthur;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  15,  92. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme,  Delay  in  Carrying 
out 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.   Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  20,  573. 

Routes  of  Submarine  Cablets  Publication 
of 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Macartney.  Feb. 
26,  1090. 
St.  Helena  and  Caj»e  Town,  and  St.  Helena 
and  Ascension  Cable  Routes. 
Explanation  (Mr.  Hanbury),  Mar.  2, 
1589. 
Subsidies — Supplementary  Vote,   Mar.  .?, 
1589. 

Telephoning    Cablegrams    received    after 
Business  Hours,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   C.  MArthur;    .4.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  22,  812. 

Cadet  Battalion,  King's  Royal  Rifles 

Issuing  Lee-Metford  Rifles  for  Full  Estab- 
lishment 
Q.  Mr.  L.   Knowles  ;   A.   Mr.   J.    P. 

Williams,  Mar.  J,  1422. 
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j  Cadet  Corps 

Formation  of,  proposed 

Qs.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Tomlinaon; 
I  -4*.  Sir  J.  Gorst  Feb.  26,  1102.    Q. 

i  Mr.     L.    Sinclair;    A.    Mr.  J.  P. 

'  Williams,  Feb.  26,  1088.     0.  Mr.  L 

I  Sinclair,  Feb.  19,  409. 

|  Calais  to  Calcutta 

Russian  and  Indian  Railways,  Connecting 
Appointment  of  Committee,  etc 
!  Q.  Mr.  Maclean  ;  A.  Lord  6.  Hamil- 

1  ton,  Feb.  22,  802. 

i  Calcutta,  Bishop  of 

,  Scottish  Presbyterian  Chaplains,  Jurialic 

I  tion  over 

Q.   Sir    M.    Stewart  ;    A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1429. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  Mid.] 

Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  20,  595. 
Estimates— Taking    Vote     on    Account 
before    Presenting  Estimates,  Feb.  Jf, 
821. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,M 

21,  720. 

Forfarshire  Sheriff  Clerkship—  Oflii-e  of 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  Mar.  1, 1447. 

Government  Property,  Contribution  in 
lieu  of  Rates—Scotch  Grievance,  M 

22,  862,  864. 

Postage  Rates  to  Troops  at  the  Front- 

Rhodesia,  Feb.  15,  74. 
Prisons,  Scotland,— Increase  in  Crime,  &t. 

Mar.  2,  1595,  1599. 
Privy  Council  Office — Salary  of  Registrar, 

etc.,  Feb.  22,  866. 
Revenue  Buildings,  Increase  of  Expendi 

ture,  Feb.  22,  86». 
Savings  Banks  Deficiencies,  Mar.  2, 1593. 

Science  and  Art  Grants— Scotch  Grier- 
ance,  Mar.  2,  1600. 

South  African  War — Financial  Propoiak 
Closure  of  Delate — Motion  to  Report 
Progress,  Feb.  16,  321,  330. 

Telegraphic  Communication  with  Scot- 
land Breakdown  of  Wires,  etc,  M 
22,  809. 

Caledonian  Railway  Bill 

/.  2B.*  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Certificates  referred   to  Standing  Order* 
.  Committee,  Feb.  2J,  9 UK 

I  Petition,  Feb.  7,7,  2. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  •'». 
!  909. 

Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with.  /''*• 
•  2.1 909. 

Cambridge,  Duke  of 
Patriotic  Fund 

Application      and       Administration, 
Charges     against     Commissioners 
I  etc.,  Feb.  16.  209. 

Crimean  Widow--,  Ff»>.  Hi,  213. 

'  Cameron,  Sir  C.  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton] 
;  Ecclesiastical  Assessment*  f  Scotland]  Bill. 

Feb.  19,  302. 
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Glasgow     Police— Removal     of    Persons 

Suffering  from  Injury,  etc.,  Change  of 

Practice,  Feb.  19,  382. 
Reformatory     and     Industrial     Schools, 

Transferring  Control  to  Scottish  Office, 

Feb.  22,  799. 
South    African    War— Colonial      Forces, 

Expanses,  Feb.  16,  218. 


amp  Bedsteads 

War  Office  Contracts 

Q.   Sir  F.  S.    Powell:  A.  Mr. 
Williams,  Feb.  ID,  309. 


J.  P. 


ampbell-Bannerman,    Sir    H.    [Stirling 

Burghs]  I 

Army  | 

Estimates— Date    upon   which    Esti-  j 
mates    will    be    in    the    hands   of 
Members,  Mar.  1,  1422. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organi- 
sation of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces  —  Government  Proposals, 
Feb.  16,  240. 

Business  of  the  Hou«e,  Feb.  19,  392  ;  Feb. 
20.  594  ;  Feb.  22,  823. 

Friday  Sittings— Short  Day  Sitting, 
proposed,  Feb.  15,  110. 

Select  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the 
Sittings  of  the  House,  Feb.  15,  110. 

Conscription  and  Compulsory  Military 
Service,  Feb.  16,  244. 

Estimates— Delay  in  Presenting,  Feb.  22, 
820. 

Jameson  Raid,  Re-opening  Inauiry  into, 
etc.,  proposed  —  Relationship  of  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Conspiracy,  Feb.  20, 684, 695. 

Soudan — Responsibilities  of  Re-conquest, 
Feb.  16,  248. 

South  African  War 

Cronje,  General,  Surrender  of,  Feb.  27, 
1202. 

Difficulties  of  the  War— Strength  of 
the  Enemy,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  243. 

Ten  Minutes  Rulft,  Point  of  Procedure- 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Feb. 
22,  827. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

South  African  War— Property  of  Comba- 
tant Boers,  Operations  in  Native 
Districts,  Feb.  15,  12. 

Canada 

Cable  Communication,  See  that  Title.  ' 

Hut  ton's,  Major-General,   Resignation  of  j 
Command,  Reasons  for 
<J.    Mr.    Hogan;    A.   Mr.  Wyndham,  ' 
Feb.  20,  561. 

Sana!  Boat  Inspectors 

Superannuation— Treasury  Minute  Pre- 
sentee!, Feb.  26,  343,  357.  ' 
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Canals 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts — Annual 
Reports  Presented,  Feb.  27,  1201  ; 
Mar.  1,  1350. 

Canteens 

Irish  Regimental  Canteens  and  Local 
Contracts 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  15,  79.  Q.  Captain 
Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  22,  795. 

Mess     Co-operate    Society— Number    of 
Officers  on  Active  Service  connected 
with 
Q.  Mr.   Flynn;   A.   Mr.  J.    P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  15,  78. 

Cape  Colony 

Annexation  ot  Portions  of,  by  the  Boer 
Republics,  alleged -Statement  by 
President  Steyn 
Q.    Captain    Sinclair ;     A.    Mr.    J.. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  19,  362. 

Cable  Communication  between  the  Cape 
and  Australia — Eastern  Extension 
Telegraph  Company's  Proposal 

Application  for  Subsidy 

Q.    Sir    C.    Dilke;    A.    Sir    M. 
Hicks-Beach,  Mar.  1,  1436 

Protest  by  Canada  and  New  Zealand 
Q.     Mr.     Hogan;    A.     Mr.     J. 
Chamlierlain,  Mar.  1,  1424. 

Coloured  Persons  Acquiring  and  Owning 
Land 
Q.  Mr.  Drage ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  15, 80. 

Criminal  Law,  Extending  to  British  Sub- 
jects in  Adjacent  Territories 
Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  22,  798. 

Disloyalty— Increase  in  Area  and  Number 
of    Cape    Colonists     joining     the 
Boers,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  15,  59. 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Custody, 
Removal  to  Districts  under  Martial 
Law,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Courtney ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  15,  59 ;  Feb.  23,  921  : 
Mar.  1,  1411. 

Number  of  Citizens  serving  with  British 
Troops 
Q.   Mr.  Dillon  ;    A.  iMr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,5m. 

Parcels,  Insurance  of,  to  Cape  Colony 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  2,  1529. 

Postage  on  Gifts  to  Troops  at  the  Front, 
See  South  African  War. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Treason— Arrest  of  Mr.  Barend  du  Plessis, 
Inquiry  u 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham, 
berlain,  Feb.  itf,*219. 
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Carbolic  Acid 

Export  Trade,  Removal  of  Restrictions 
Q.  Sir  C.  Quilter ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  20,  591. 

Carlile,  Mr.  W.  W.  [Bucks,  N.J 

Reservists'  Wives  and  Children — Separa- 
tion Allowances,  Feb.  20,  565. 

Carrington,  Earl 

Patriotic  Fund-— Application  and  Adminis- 
tration, Feb.  16,  210. 

Wounded  Soldiers  at  the  Front— Treat- 
ment of,  on  leaving  Netley  Hospital, 
Feb.  26,  1057. 

Carson,  Et.  Hon.  E.  [Dublin  University] 
Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  23,  960. 

Castle  Line  Steamship  Company 

Pott,  Mr.,  and  Delagoa  Bay  Agencies, 
See  Delagoa  Bay. 

Castleisland 

Chute's,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Estate— Purchase  of 
Holdings 
Q.   Mr.    Flavin ;    A .    Mr.    Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  96. 

Casual  Labourers 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

Q.  Mr.  Provand  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  15,  83. 

Cavalry  Officers 

Deficiencies — Filling  up   Vacancies  from 
Reserve  of  Officers  and  from  Yeo- 
manry 
4>.    Mr.*   Digby;  A.   Mr.    Wvndham, 
Feb.  20,  563. 

Cavan 

Evictions  in  West  Cavan 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  27,  1221. 

Fair  Rent    Appeals — Number    of    Cases, 
Date  of  bitting,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  22,  816. 

Tenants  purchasing  Holdings  under  Local 
Government  Act— Relief  of  Rate- 
payers 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  23,  939. 

Cawley,  Mr.  F.  [Lanes.,  Prestwich] 

Patent  Laws,  Detrimental  Committee 
Feb.  27,  1216. 

Cecil,  Lord  H.  [Greenwich] 

Board  of  Education — Consultative  Com- 
mittee, Appointment  of,  etc.,  Feb.  23, 
936. 

Government  Property,  Contribution  in 
lieu  of  Rates,  Feb.  22,  863. 

Science  and  Art  Department,  Vote  for, 
Feb.  22,  867. 

IK 


Cecil,  Mr.  E.  [Herts,  Hertford] 

Death  Duties  and  Soldiers'  Estates,  Feb. 
15,  62. 

Census 

Instructions    for    taking,    Laying   before 
Parliament 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Williams:  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Feb.  23,  932. 

Ireland,   taking  Census    in    1901—  Legis- 
lation 
1  Q.   Mr.   Hayden  ;  A.    Mr.  Atkinson, 

;  Feb.  22,  814. 

I  Military  Statistics 

,  Q.  Mr.  L.  Knowles  ;  A .  Mr.  Chaplin, 

Mar.  1,  1433. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill 

c.  1R.  Feb.  19,  394. 
Petition,  Feb.  21,  702. 

Central  Telegraph  Office 
Holiday  Regulations 

Q.  Mr.  Stead  man ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory, 
Mar.  2,  1530. 

Ceylon 

Land   Ordinances — Amendment  of  Ordi- 
nances, Dismissal  of  Mr.  F.  de  bilva 
Abeyawardene 
Q.  Mr.    Schwann  ;   A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain,  Mar.  1,  1424. 

Chairman  of  Committees 

See  Lowther,  Right  Hon.  J.  W. 

Chamberlain,  Mr.  A. — Civil  Lord  of  the 

A  dmiralty 
Chaplains — Roman  Catholic,  for  the  Navy. 

Mar.  2,  1552. 
Navy  Estimates— Works,  Buildings,  e&, 

Mar.  2,  1572. 

Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  J.— Secretary  of 
State  far  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.] 

Australian  Federatian  Bill,  Date  of  Intro- 
duction, Mar.  2,  1527. 

Australian  Federation  Commonwealth 
Bill,  etc. — Division  of  Western  Aw- 
tralia,  suggested,  Feb.  20,573. 

Cable  Communication  between  Cape  ani 
Australia,  proposal — Protest  by  Canada 
and  New  Zealand,  Mar.  1,  1424. 

Cape  Colony 

Criminal  Law,  Feb.  22,  798. 
Suspected    Treason  —  Arrest  of  Mr. 
du  Plessis,  Feb.  16,  219. 
Ceylon  Land  Ordinances — Amendment  of 
Ordinances,   Dismissal   of  Mr.    F.  <fo 
Silva  Abeyawardene;  Mar.  1, 1426. 

Cocos- Keeling  Islands,  Landing  Station 
leased  to  Eastern  Extension  Company, 
Feb.  20,  573. 

Fama^usta  Harbour  —  Protection  of 
Ancient  Walls,  ete.,  Feb.  15,  81. 

Hawksley  Correspondence  Stolen  Docu- 
ments purchased  by  Dr.  Leyds,  etc, 
Feb.  €0,  641. 

Jameson  Raid 

Newton,  Mr.,  and  Sir  G.  Bow- 
Government  Appointments,  F& 
19,  363. 
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lamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  J.—*ont. 
Jameson  Raid — cant. 

Re-opening  Inquiry,  proDosed— Rela- 
tionship of  the  Colonial  Office  and 
Colonial   Secretary    to    the    Con-  i 
spiracy,    Feb.    20,    617,    632—  Mr.  | 
Chamberlain's  Reply,  Feb.  W,  633, 
680. 
Lagos  Natives,  Treatment  of,  at  Fernando 
Po,  Mar.  2,  1526. 

Malarial  Commission  Report — Establish- 
ment of  Sanitorium  in  Shire  Highlands, 
British  Central  Africa,  Feb.  19,  374. 

Militia  Service  in  British  Colonies,  Feb. 
tf,  797. 

Pacific  Cable — Delay  in  arrangera  ents  for 
Construction,  Feb.  20,  573. 

South  African  Crisis—  President  Steyu  and 
Sir  A.  Milner,  "Garbling,"  important 
Telegrams,  alleged,  against  Sir  A. 
Milner,  Mar.  2,  1583. 

South  African  War 

Annexation  by  Boer  Republics 

Cape  Colony  —  Commandeering 
British  Subjects,  etc.,  Feb.  19, 
362. 

Upper  Tugela  District,  annexed  to  j 
the  Orange  Free    State— Boer 
Proclamation,  Feb.  23,  921.  . 

British  Indian  Volunteers  in  Natal, 
Offer  of  Services,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  559.    ' 

Cape  Colony,  Disloyalty  in,  Feb.  15, 59 

Dutch  Prisoners  at   Simon's   Town,  : 
Feb.  15,  59  ;  Feb.  23,  921  ;  March  1, 
1412.  1 

Native  Districts,  Exclusion  of,  from 
Military  Operations— Warning  , 
to    Boer  and    British    Troops, 
Feb.  20,  558.  , 

Boer  Invasion  of  Zululand,  etc.  I 
Feb.  15,  57  ;  Feb.  20,  559. 

Property  in  the    Republics — Sir   A.  ' 
Milner's  Proclamation,  Feb.  15,  59.  1 

Tathara,    Mr.    and    the    South    African  i 
Correspondence,  Feb.  19,  364. 

Transvaal 

Coloured     Persons     Acquiring    and  , 
Owning  Land,  Feb.  15,  81. 

Gold  Mines,  French  and  German  In- 
vestors owning  half  total  number  of 
Shares,  alleged,  Feb.  20, 5&>.  " 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Stinting  of  the  Military  Preparations 
Q.  Mr.   G.   Bowles;    A.    Mr.   A.   J 
Balfour,  Feb.  20,  592. 

Channel  Islands 

Militia,  Position  of 

Q.  Sir  Charles  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  27,  1210. 


Channel  Squadron 

Exercising  in  Bantry  Bay 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1114. 

Length  of  Officers'  Service 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  As.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  28,  925 ;  Mar.  2,  1525. 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.  [Northampton,  E.] 
Clerk  of  House  of  Commons  Residence- 
Taking  over  to  provide  additional 
accommodation  for  Ministers,  Feb.  23, 
947. 
Congo  Free  State— Atrocities  with  Conni- 
vance of  State  Officials,  alleged,  Feb.  27, 
1215. 


Chamberlain,  Mr.,  and  the  Jameson  Raid 

Relationship  of  the  Colonial  Office  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the  Con- 
spiracy 

Debate  on  the  Motion  for  Reopening 
the  Inquiry,  Feb.  20,  599— Mr. 
Chamberlain's  Reply,  Feb.  20,  633, 
680. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
Lord  James  of  Hereford, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 
19 


Chaplains 

Presbyterian  Chaplains  in  India,  Bishop 
of  Calcutta's  jurisdiction  over 
Q.    Sir    M.   Stewart;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  1, 1429. 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  and  the  Navy 
Qs.  Mr.   J.   Redmond,  Mr.  W.  Red- 
mond ;  As.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  19, 
371. 
References  to,  in  Debate 

Com.  of  Supply,  Feb.  27,  1279;  Mar. 
2,  1550. 
South     African    War— Roman    Catholic 
Chaplains  with  Irish  Militia 
Q.   Mr.   P.   O'Brien:   A.   Mr.   J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1419. 

Workhouses  without  Chaplains,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Talbot ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb. 
27,  1218. 

Chaplin,  Bt.  Hon.   H.— President  of  Local 
Government  Board  [Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford] 
Census 

Instructions  for  Taking,  Laying  before 
Parliament,  Feb.  2$,  932. 

Military  Statistics,  Mar.  1,  1433. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
1890,AmendmentBill,  Intro.  Feb.22,  838 

Hull — Smallpox  Epidemic,  Mar.  1,  1432. 

Maidstone  Sub-districts,  Union  of— Oppo- 
sition of  Guardians,  etc.,  Feb.  23,931. 

Oyster  Fisheries—  Legislation,  Feb.  15,  89. 
Religious    Ministration    in    Workhouses 
Feb.  27,  1218. 

Small  Dwellings  (Acquisition  of  Owner- 
ship) Act,  Mar.  1,  1432. 

Water— Public  Drinking  Water  Supplied 
by  Companies  and  others,  Legislation, 
Feb.  23,  931. 

Worcester  Corporation— Application  for 
Powers  of  Overseer  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  Feb.  23, 931. 
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Charing  Gross,  Buston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill 
Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  27, 
1184. 

Charing    Cross  and    Strand  Electricity 

Supply  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 
Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.   16, 

215. 

Charitable  Loan  Funds  (Ireland)  Act 

Q.   Mr.   .1.  O'Connor;   ^4.    Mr.  Atkinson,  i 
Feb.  26,  1103.  I 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill  I 

e.  Introduction,  Mar.  1,  1456.  I 

1R.*  Mar.  7,  1457. 

Charities 

Durham,   County    of— Return  Presented, 
Feb.  20,  1082. 

Owen    Jones    Charity,    Chester — Endow- 
ment of  Queers  School 
Q.  Mr.  Ash  ton  ;    A.  Mr.  G.  Lawson, 
Feb.  22,  800. 

Charity  Commissioners 

Reduction  in  Numbers,  etc. 

O.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  22,  865. 

Chartered  Company  of  South  Africa 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Proposal 
of  Reopening  Inquiry  into  the  Jameson 
Raid,  Feb.  20,  607,  610,  611,  617,  620, 
623,  641,  651,  663,  680,  692. 

Cheap  Trains  (No.  2)  Bill 
c.  2R*  Feb.  20,  596. 

Chelsea  Water  Bill 

Bill  withdrawn,  Feb.  2Jt  913. 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill 
c.  2r*  Feb.  26,  1060. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  20, 
551. 

Cheshire  Rifle  Ranges 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1210. 

Chester 

Owen    Jones    Charity  —  Endowment    of 
Queen's  School 
Q.  Mr.  Ashton  ;   A .  Mr.  G.  Lawson, 
Feb.  22,  800. 

Children 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
Underground)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children,  See  that 
Title. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Underground  Work,  Children  employed 
in — Raising  the  Affe 
Q.   Mr.    Gray;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb. 
10,  227. 
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China 

Blue  Book  relating  to — Date  of  issue 
Q.   Mr.  Provand  ;  A.   Mr.    Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1094. 

British  Commercial  Agent  Appointment 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.   Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 

Bunno- Chinese  Boundary    Commission- 
Murder  of  British  Officers 
Q.   Mr.     H.   Roberts;    A.    Lord  (i. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  16,  225. 

Consular  and   Marriage  Fees — Orders  in 
Council  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2,  55. 

Hong  Kong — Naval  Works,  Copy  of  Plan 
Presented,  Mar.  1,  1410. 

River  Gunboats,  unsuitability  of 
O.  Col.  Denny,  Feb.  27,  1271- 
Wei-hai-wei,  See  that  Title. 

Christchurch,  Bournemouth  and  Winton 
Tramways  Bill 
Petition    referred    to   Standing     Orders, 
Feb.  26,  1079. 

Standing  Orders  not  complied  with,  Feh. 
40,1041,1060. 

Church  Almanack 

Affixing  to  Board  School  Wall  at  Church 
Coppenhall 
Q.  Mr.  S.   Smith;  A.   Sir  J.  Goret, 
Feb.  26,  1100. 

Church  Schools 

I  Voluntary  Contributions 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gout, 
Mar.  /,  1437. 

i  Church's  Patent  Bill 
J.  2k.*  Feb.  i6,194. 
committed,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Chute's,  Mr.,  Estate 

Purchase    of    Holdings  —  Completion  of 
Sale 
(>.  Mr.    Flavin ;    A.   Mr.    Atkinson, 
Feb.  ir,y  96. 

Circuit  System 

"White  Glove"   Calendar  at  Assixes- 
Alterations  of  the  Circuit  System. 
proposed 
Q.    Mr.    Coghill  ;    A.    Sir    M.   W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  29 1532. 

City  of  London  (Various  Powers)  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill 
Standing  Order    complied  with,  Feb.  #, 
1059. 

Civil  Servants 

Medical  Examination  of  Assistant  Clerk* 
on  Promotion  to  2nd  Division 
Q.    Mr.    Yoxall;  A.   Mr.    Hanbnrr, 
Feb.  16,  227. 

Reports  of  Officials  on  Subordinates,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bd- 
four,  Mar.  1,  1455. 

Superannuation — Civil  Servants  appointed 
without  Certificate,  Set  SuperanunstioD 
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Civil  Service  Estimates 

See  Supply. 

Clare 

Militia— Calling  upon  Regiment  to  Volun- 
teer for  the  Front 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1.  1421. 

New  Quay  Harbour— Clearing  Deposit  of 
Rock  and  Gravel 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  1,  1448. 

Telephone    Sendee  —  Establishment    of 
Trunk  Line  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  1,  1447. 

Cleethorpes  Gas  Bill 
/.  2.R*  Feb.  20,  501. 

Committed,  Feb.  27, 1182. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

Clonmel  Post  Office 

Purchase  of  Site  for  New  Building 

Q.   Mr.   Condon;    A.  Mr.   H anbury, 
Feb.  19.  384. 

Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
r.  2R*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Closure  of  Debate 
Point  of  Order 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond;   A.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  Feb.  16,  333. 

Coal 

Australian   Coal,   Price,  etc. — Transport 
Service 
Q.  Mr.   Cohen ;  A.   Mr.   Macartney, 

Feb.  IS,  74. 
O.  Mr.  Cohen,  Feb.  27,  1279. 
Navy 

Storage— Deterioration  of  Coal 

O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26,  1138; 
Sir  F.  Flannery,  Feb.  27,  1247. 
Supply  of  Coal,  etc 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 
1114. 
Supply— Commission  of  Inquiry,  suggested 
Q.  Mr,  Provand;  A.  Mr.  A.  J?  Bal- 
four, Feb.  26, 1109, 

Welsh  Coal— Purchase  of  all  available 
coal  bv  the  Government,  Prosecu- 
tion of  Persons  for  Creating  Smoke 
Nuisance 
<>.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  27,  1212. 

Coal  Mines  Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
Underground  Bill 
/•.  IR.*  M«r.  2,  1538. 

Coaling  Stations 

O.  Mr.  Allan,  Feb.  m,  1149. 

Coalition  of  Naval  Powers 

Japan  and  Great  Britain  as  two  Powers 
Standard  —  Inadequate   Naval    Pro- 
gramme 
0.  Sir  a  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164. 

HI 


Coastguard  Reserve 

Off-shore  Fishermen  on  the  East  Coast 
0.  Sir  S.  Hoare,  Feb.  27,  1278. 

Cocos  Keeling  Islands 

Lease  to    Eastern  Extension    Company, 
alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Feb.  20,  573. 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 

Circuit  System,  proposed  alteration— 
"  White  Glove  "  Calenuar,  Mar.  2, 1532. 

Supply— Discussions  in  Committee,  Feb. 
15,  118. 

Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L.  [Islington,  E.] 

Army  Contracts,  Defective  Stores  for 
South  Africa — Return,  Names  of  Con- 
tractors, etc.,  Feb.  27, 1201. 

Australian  Coal  for  Transport  Ships,  &c, 
Feb.  15,  74 ;  Feb.  27,  1279. 

Auxiliary  Forces— Service  of  Adjutants  at 
the  Front,  Mar.  1,  1419. 

British  Consulates  at  Tiflis  and  Baku, 
Mar.  1,  1430. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  2k. 
Feb.  27,  1193. 

Colchester  Camp 

Treatment  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 

Q.  Major  Ranch;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1520. 

Coleman,  William 
Crimean  Veteran 

QMr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  15,  77. 

Colenso  Battle 

Naval  Brigade's  Services 

References  to  in  Debate  on  Navy 
Estimates,  Feb.  26,  1137,  1138. 

Publication  of  Despatches 

Q.  Mf.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  19,  300  ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A. 
Mr.  Macartney,  Feb.  15,  60;  0.  Mr. 
G.  Bowles,  Feo.  26,  1138. 

Colliers  for  the  Navy 

See  Navy — Ships. 

Collins,  Lord  Justice 

Royal   Patiiotic    Fund    Administration, 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  Inquiry 
Q.   Sir  R.  T.   Reed;    ^.'Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  SO,  566. 

Colomb,  Sir  J.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Admiralty  and  War  Office,  Interchange 
of  Ideas,Fe6.  16,  250. 

Army— Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  the  .  Regular  and 
Auxiliary  Forces,  Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  19,  430. 

Artillery 

Clianges  in  1887,  Reduction  in  Num- 
bers of  Royal  Horse  Artillery — 
Military  Authority  Responsible  for, 
Feb.  15,  69 ;  Feb.  21,  783. 
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Colomb,  Sir  J.— cant. 

Artillery— cont. 

Efficiency  and  Sufficiency,  Military 
Officer  Responsible  for,  Feb.  22,  791. 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Military  and 
Naval  Defence,  Feb.  19,  430. 

Land  Warfare,  Naval  Brigade  in,  Mar.  1, 
1429,  1459,  1491,  1493,  1495,  1501. 

Navy 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  27, 1231  ; 
Mar.  1,  1459,  1501. 

{For  subjects  discussed,  sec  their  sub- 
headings under  Navy.) 

Mediterranean  Fleet  and  Channel 
Suuadron— Length  of  Officers'  Ser- 
vice, Feb.  23,  925  ;  Mar.  2,  1525. 

Officers,  Promotion  Qualification- 
Time  spent  in  Barracks  and  Afloat, 
Feb.  22,  796. 

lie-engagement — Percentage  of  Men 
leaving  the  Service,  Feb.  23,  924  ; 
Mar.  2,  1524. 

South  African  War 

Commands  at  the  Front,  Number  of 

General  Officers,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  782. 
Enflin  Engagement — Lack  of  Horse 

Artillery,  Feb.  22,  783. 

Transport  Service— H.  M.  S.  "  Terrible  " 
and  "  Powerful,"  Number  of  Troops 
carried,  Date  of  Arrival,  etc.,  Feb.  19, 
359. 

Wei-hai-wei— Expenditure  on,  &c,  Mar. 
2,  1569. 

Colonial  Bank  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
215. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Right.    Hon.   J. 

Chamberlain. 
Parliamentary  Secretary — Earl  of  Sel- 

borne. 

Jameson     Raid  —  Relationship    of     the 
Colonial  Office   and    the   Colonial 
Secretary  to  the  Conspiracy 
Debate  on  the  Motion  lor  re-opening 
the     Inquiry      Feb.    20,    599— Mr. 
Chamberlain's  Reply,  Feb.  20,  633— 
Division,  Feb.  20,  696. 
Vote  for — (Supplementary  Vote),  Feb.  22, 
864. 

Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  15, 3, 55. 

Colonies 

AlcoholicBeverages — Statement  of  Produc- 
tion and  Consumption  Presented,  Feb. 
15,  56. 

Annual  Reports  Presented,  Feb.  20,  502, 
554  ;  Feb.  23,  912,  914. 

Army  Officers,  Commissions  to — Govern- 
ment Military  Proposals,  etc.,  Feb.  15, 
35. 

British    Army — Strengthening   and    Im- 
;  Organisation,  etc.,  Colonial 
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Participation,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.   Drage;  A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  19,  364. 


Colonies— <*o»r. 

Loans  to,  under  Act  of  1899,  Number  of 
Loans 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Brodiiek ; 

Feb.  26,  1091. 

Militia  Service  Regulation* 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cfcam- 
berlain,  Feb.  22,  797. 

Naval  Reserve— First  Lord's  Statement, 
Feb.  26,  1120. 

South  African  War— Colonial  Contingent. 
See  South  African  War. 

Statistics  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2,  54. 

Transport  Waggons,   Offer  of,  for  South 
Africa 
Q.    Captain  Norton  ;    A.    Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  19,  368. 

{Sec  also  Names  of  Colonies.) 

I  Colston,  Mr.  C.  £.  [Gloucester,  Thorn  bury  J 
'         Militia— Selection  of  Battalions  for  Active 
Service,  Mar.  1,  1419. 

Commands  at  the  Front 

See  South  African  War. 

:  Commercial  Agents 

I  Additional  Appointments 

I  Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 

!  Feb.  26,  1095. 

!  References  to  in  Debate  in  Committee 

of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  995,  996,  999, 
1031. 

|  Commercial  Intelligence  Department 

Os.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Feb.  2J,  1020;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  23,  1026. 

!  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company 
,  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  501. 

Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

J  Committals  (Ireland) 

Contempt  of  Court,  Persons  Committed— 
!  Return  Presented,  Feb.  19,  357 ;  Feb.  21, 

703. 
1  Returns  Presented,  Feb.  16,  217  ;  Feb.  19, 

<  342. 

i 

|  Committees 

House  of  Commons 

Public  Accounts  Committee,  Appoint- 
|  ment  of,  Feb.  22,  841. 

Public     Petitions,    Committee   Ap- 
j  pointed,  Feb.  20,  699. 

Standing  Committees— Reports  from 
Committee  of  Selection,  Feb.  S3, 
917,  918. 
Selection  of  Members  to  serve  on 
Chairmen's  Panel,  Feb.  16, 218. 

House  of  Lords 

Standing  Committees 

Appointment  of  Chairman,  #& 

19,382. 
Nomination  yi    Chairmen    ana 
Members,  "eh.  75,3. 
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Communication  on  Passenger  Trains 

See  Railways. 

Companies  Bill 

Date  of  Second  Reading 

Q.  Mr.  Bryce;  A.  Mr.  Balfour, 
Feb.  23,  943  ;  Q.  Mr.  Galloway ;  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  1,  1*55. 

Petition,  Feb.  26,  1080. 

Compensation  for  Injuries 

See  Workmen's  Compensation. 

Compulsory  Military  Service 

See  Conscription  and  Compulsory  Military 
Service. 

Compulsory  Purchase  of  Land 

London  County  Council  (Compulsory  Pur- 
chase of  Land)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Compulsory  Volunteering 

See  Militia — South  African  War,  Irish  Regi- 
ments. 

Condemned  Stores 

South  African   War,    See   that    Title- 
Stores. 

Condon,  Mr.  T.  J.  [Tipperary,  E.] 

Clonmel  Post  Office— Purchase  of  Site  for 
New  Office,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  384. 

Congested  Districts  (Ireland)  Board 

Purchase  of  Land  in  Connaught — Striped 
and  Unstriped  Areas,  Return 
Q.   Dr.   Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  939 ;  Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A. 
Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb.  26,  1108. 

Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Board 

Grants  in  aid  for  Construction  of  Piers 

and  Harbours 

Q.     Sir    L.    Lyell;    A.    Mr.   A.  G. 

Murray,  Feb.  15,  86 ;  Q.  Mr.  Weir ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Feb.  20,  581. 

Poultry-breeding  in  the  Highlands 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  19,  382. 

Congo  Free  State 

Atrocities  with  Connivance  of  State  Offi- 
cials, alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  27,  1215. 

Connaught 

Land  Purchases    by  Congested  Dii 
Board— Striped  and  Unstriped 
Return 
Q.   Dr.   Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 


Districts 
areas, 


Feb.  23,  939;  Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A. 
Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb.  26,  1108. 

Conscription  and  Compulsory    Military 
Service 

Os.  Lord  Newton,  Feb.  15,  24  * 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb- 
15,  37  ;  Marquess  of  Salisbury, 
Feb.  15,  47  ;  Sir  H.  CampbeU- 
Bannerman,  Feb.  16,  244  ;  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  16,  249. 
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Conscription   and    Compulsory  Military 
Service— cont. 

Motion  (Earl  of  Wemyw),  Feb.  20, 504. 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Feb.  15,  160,  161,  169,  175, 
182  ;  Feb.  16,  282 ;  Feb.  19,  399,  409, 
417,  419,  436. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill 

c.  lR.*  Feb.  19,  500. 

2r.*  Feb.  20,  596. 

Com.*  Feb.  2t,  704. 

3R.,  Feb.  22,  842. 
/.  1#,  2*,  and  3R.#  Feb.  23,  WX 

Royal  Assent,  Feb.  23,  909. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Mayo,  Kxtra  Police  in—  Number,  Cost,  etc 
Q.  Dr.   Ambrose;    A.  Mr.  Atkinson 

Fib.  20,  585. 

Constantinople 

Riots  in  1896— British  Merchants  Com- 
pensation Claims 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 

Consular  Salaries  and  Fees  Act 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  15, 2, 55. 

Consular  Service 

Appointments— additional  Appointments 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Feb.  26.  1095. 
References  to  in  Debate,  in  Com.  of 
Supply,  Feb.23, 995, 996,  999, 1031 . 

Caucasus  and  Trans-Caspian  Domi- 
nions  of  Russia 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  19,  374 ;  Q.  Mr.  Cohen ;  A. 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Mar.  1,  1430. 

Russian   Consulate   at  Bombay,  See 
Bombay. 

Consular  Shipping  Offices 
New  York,  See  tliat  Title. 

Consuls 

British     Consuls     Abroad  —  Additional 
Appointments  proposed. 
References  to  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  995,  996,  999, 
1031. 

Contagious  Diseases,  Animals 

Foot-and- Mouth  Disease,  See  that  Title. 

Contempt  of  Court 

Ireland 
I  Imprisonment  for 

Kavanagh,  Patrick,  Case  of, 
I  Qs.  Mr.   J.   O'Connor,  Mr.    J. 

Redmond;    As.    Mr.   Atkin- 
son, Mr.   A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb. 
27,  1224. 
Ryan,  Ellen,  Case  of, 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,    Mr.  P. 
O'Brien  ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  2, 1534. 
Persons  Committed  —  Return   Pre- 
sented, Feb.  19,  357  ;  Feb.  $1,  703. 
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Set  Naval  Balance  of  Powers. 
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Continental   Powers  and  Great  Britain 

Alliance  Overtures,  etc. 

0.  Earl  of  Roaebery,  Feb.  15,  31. 

South  African    War  —  Attitude  of    the 
Powers  towards  England 
Os.  Earl  of  Kimberlev,  Feb.  15,  48  ; 
Mr.  B.  Foberts,  Feb.*  19,  414. 

Contraband  of  War 

British  Subjects  Trading  with  the  Enemy, 
Proclamations  against — Wool  Trade 
at  Delagoa  Bay,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1083. 

Contraband    Goods    at     Delagoa    Bay— 
Erapreza  Africana  Company,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Montagu  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  22,  779. 

Navy — Necessities  for  Seaman's  Manual 
of  International  Law  I 

O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26,  1141.  . 

Right  of  Search — Seizure  of  Sabine  ! 

Q.   Mr.  P.  O'Brien :   A.    Mr.  A.   J.  i 

Balfour,  Feb.  27,  1204.  I 

(See  also  Delagoa  Bay.) 

Contracts  j 

Army  Contracts,  See  Army.  | 

Local  Government  Contracts,  Fair  Wage 
Clause— Return  i 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  ■ 
Feb.  23,  929. 

Convicts 

Penal  Servitude  Acts  —  Conditional 
Licences,  Feb.  19,  343,  3T>7.  ! 

Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  B.  [Hereford]  I 

Mark  IV.  Ammunition,  Failure  of,  at  l 
Bisley— Inquiry,  Feb.  16,  76. 

Rifle  Ranges— Number  of  Rifle  Ranges  I 
acquired  by  Volunteer  Corps  and  County  . 
and  Borough  Councils  under  Act  of  I 
1891,  Feb.  16,  223. 

Weather  Forecasts,  Telegraphing  to  Post 
Offices  in  Country  Districts,  proposed, 
Feb.  2,1,  937. 

Yeomanry  Equipment — Difference*  in 
colour  of  great  coats  and  horse-rugs, 
Feb.  15,  70. 

Cordite  Scandal 

Os.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  16, 297  ;  Feb.  19, 464. 
Explosion  on  Flag-ship  of  Mediterranean 
Fl«ot 
O.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  J6,  1158. 

Oorea 

Consular  and  Marriage  Fees— Orders  in 
Council  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2,  55. 

Cork,  Bandon,  and  South  Coast  Railway 
Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  ?0,  1042. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  23, 
909. 
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Cork  Electric  Tramways  Bill 

/.  1R.,  Feb.  16,  193. 

Cornwallis,  Mr.  F.  S.  W.  [Maidstone] 
Maidstone  sub-districts,  Union  of,  Appli- 
cation by  Registrar-General — Opposition 
of  Guardians,  Feb.  23, 931  ;  Feb.  26, 1099 
Water— Public  Drinkine  Water  supplied 
by  Companies  and  others,  Legislation, 
Feb.  23,  930. 

Coroners'  Inquests 

Viewing   Bodies  —  Consulting    Coroner's 
Opinions 
Q.   Mr.   J.   Wilson;   A.  Sir  M.   W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  22,  800. 

Corporal  Punishment 

Address  for  Return  (Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan), 
Feb.  16,  218. 

Schools  Corporal  Punishment  in,  Sn 
Education. 

County  Cess,  Ireland 

Remission  of,  Tenants  purchasing  Hold- 
ings under  Ix>cal  Government  Act 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin 
son,  Feb.  23,  939. 

County  Councils 

Rifle  Ranges,  Acquisition  of 

Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhain, 
Feb.  16,  223. 

Woolwich    Elections— Allowing    Govern- 
ment Workmen  time  to  Vote 
Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  22,  803. 

County  Courts 

Extension  of  Jurisdiction— Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Monk;  A.   Sir  R.  Webster, 
Feb.  22,  813. 

Oldham— Condition  of  Court,   Death  of 
Judge  E.  Jones 
Q.    Mr.    Emmott;    A.    Mr.    Altera- 
Douglas,  Mar.  1,  1435. 

County  Courts  Bill 

c.  1R.#  Feb.  23,  919. 

County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  Bill 

r.  2R.#  Feb.  26,  1070. 
Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  Pi, 
215. 

Court  of  Appeal 

See  Appeal  Court 

Courtney,    Bt.    Eon.    L.    H.    [Cornwall, 

<  Bodmin] 

Peace  Conference — Ratification  of  the 
Convention  and  Appointment  of  Arbi- 
trators, Feb.  15,  88. 

Rejoining  the  Colours — Twelve  years' Men, 
serving  on  for  Pension,  Mar.  1,  1418. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Attacks  on  Natives,  Feb.  15,  38. 
Dutch    Prisoners   at  Simons'  Town, 

Feb.  15,  59 ;  Feb.  23,  921  ;  Mar.  U 
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oventry 

Churchyard  Monument,  Objections  to  by 
Kev.  S.  Turner. 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell  :  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Uidley, 
Mar.  1,  1438. 

oventry  Corporation  Bill 

r.  2R.*  Feb.  27,  1185. 

owdenbeath  Burgh 
Commissioners'  Election 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  ■?.*,  943. 

owes  Pier  Bill 

/.  2r.#  Feb.  /y,  341. 

Committed,  Feb.  SO,  1042. 

reagh  Estate 

Tenants'  Application  for  Purchase 

Q.  Mr.  F*ynn ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin-on,  Feb. 
J.%  940. 

rean,  Mr.  E.  [Queen'8  County,  Ossory] 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb. 
21,  705,  720,  756. 

South  African  War 

Financial  Proposals— Closure  of  De- 
liate,  Motion  to  Report  Progress, 
Feb.  10,  324. 

Irish  Militia— Compulsory  Volunteer- 
ing, alleged,  Feb.  15,  63. 

Protest,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  487. 


Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans 

Coleman,  W.,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;   A.  Mr.  J.   P.  Wil- 
liams,  Feb.  15,  77. 
'  Treatment  of 

O.  Mr.  Flavin,  Feb.  15,  18C. 

Criminal  Law 

Cape  Colony— Extending  Law  to  British 
Subjects  in  Adjacent  Territories 
Q.  Mr.  M4Kenna;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  22,  798. 


arses  against  the 
r  Shipping  Office, 


Crimping 

United  States  Porte— Charj 
New  York  Consular  t 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  22,  806. 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Com- 
mittee  of  Supply,  Feb.  S3,  1009, 
1029,  1034;  Mar.  2,  1606,  1616, 
1618,  1621. 


Cripps,  Mr.  C  A.  [Gloucestershire,  Stroud] 

meson  Raid,  Reopening  Inquiry,  etc., 
>roposed— Relationship  of  the  Colonial 


Jameson  Raid,  Reopening  Inquiry,  etc., 

S reposed— Relationship  of  the  Colonial 
office  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the 


Conspiracy,  Feb.  SO,  656. 

Lancashire    Electric    Power    Bill, 
Mar.  1,  1403. 


2r., 


ret*  j  Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act  Amend 

Administration    of— Prince  George's  Re-  ment  Bill 


port 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ; 
Feb.  2S,  798. 


A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 


rensotGuns 

South  African  War 

1)9.  Mr.  Tully,  F*b.  10,  297  ;  Feb.  19, 
453. 

rew  Space  on  Steamers 

Sec  Merchant  Shipping. 

rilly,  Mr.  D.  [Mayo,  N.] 

Historical    Manuscripts     Commission  — 
House  of  Lords  Reports,  Feb,  22,  811. 

rime 

Committals     in     Ireland— Returns    Pre-  ,' 
sented,  Feb.  19,  342. 

Increase  in,  in  Scotland 

Os.  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mar.  2,  ir>9,  1599 ; 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  1599. 

-imean  War  | 

Foreign  Assistance — Mr.  Disraeli's  Denun-  ! 

ciation    of   the   "Mercenary   Cut-  I 

throats"  ' 

0.  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Feb.  15,  49. 


c.  1r.#  Feb.  tO,  506. 

Crofters  and  Cottars 

Deer  Forests,  See  that  Title. 

Crombie,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

Education  Bill  for  Scotland,  Mar.  £,  1537. 

Local  Government  Accounts,  Scotland* 
Publication  of,  Mar.  1,  144%. 

Cromwell  Memorial 

Erecting  within  the  Precincts  of  the 
Palace  of  Westminster— Debate  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  Feb.  2$,  949, 
Division,  Feb.  23,  980. 

Cronje,  (Jen. 

See  South  African  War. 

Cross*  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow,  Camlachie] 

Business  of  the  House,  Friday  Sittings— 
Short-day  Sitting,  proposed,  Feb.  15, 115. 


i  Crown  Salmon  Fisheries 

-imean  Widows  |        *«  Salmon  Fisheries. 

Patriotic  Fund  '  ~       ,        — _  •    « 

Os.  Vis.  Knutsford,  Earl  Nelson,  Duke  I  Croydon .Tramways   and  Improvements 
of  Cambridge,  Earl  Morley,  Feb.  16,  BiU 

211, 213, 214.  '  r.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  364. 
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Cruelty  to  Animals 

Exhibition    and    Performances    of   Wild 
Animals  —  Local  Authorities  Bye- 

Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  2S,  930. 

Cruisers 

See  Navy— Ship*. 

Cuirass 

Household  Cavalry — Proposed   Abolition 
of  Cuirass 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  222. 

Curran,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Donegal,  N  ] 

South  African  War— Protest,  Feb.15, 160.  I 

i 

Customs  Duties 

Gifts  for  Troops  in  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  72. 

Cyclists  Volunteer  Corps 
Encouragement  of 

0.  Mr.  Wason,  Feb.  IS,  157. 

Service  in  South  Africa  proposal 

Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  784. 

Cyprus 

Famagusta    Harbour— Improvement    of, 
Protection  of  Ancient  Walls  and 
Gates,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Feb.  15,  81. 

Locust  Destruction  Fund  Part  Appropria- 
tion Law,  1898— Petition  for  Re- 
dress of  Grievances,  Mar.  2,  1518. 


Dangerous  Trades 

Amendment  of  Factory  Acts — Statement 
(Sir  M.  W.  Ridley),  Mar.  2,  153a 

Lead  Poisoning,  See  that  Title. 

Match  Rules — Arbitration 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley* 
Mar.  1,  1440. 

Dartmouth,  Earl  of 

Rifle  Ranges— Expenditure  on,  Closing  of 
Rifle  Ranges,  etc,  Feb.  19,  1343. 

Day  of  Humiliation  and  Prayer 

Q*.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal 
four,  Feb.  15,  58  ;  Feb.  19,  358. 

De  Beers  Company 

Application    of    Profits    for     Benefit   of 
Troops,  propose*  1 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Mar.  1,  1411. 

Dearne  Valley  Railway  Bill 
I.  2n.*  Feb.  27,  1182. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,/'Vft.£7,1181. 

Death  Duties 
Evasion  of 

Q.  Mr.  Broadhurst ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicka- 
Beach,  Feb.  22,  798. 

Salisbury    Plain     Manoeuvring    Ground, 
Purchase  rf  Land  by  the  War  Office 
—Estate  Duty 
(J.    Mr.    G.    Bowles ;  A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1523. 

Soldiers'  Estates— Exemption  from  Death 
Duties 
Q.  Mr.   E.   Cecil;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Feb.  15,  63. 

Deaths  from  Starvation 

London— Address  for  Return  (Mr.  Talbot) 
Mar.  2,  1627. 


Daly,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Belfast  Land  Commission  Sittings  ;  Debates  Indicators 

Attendance  of  Mr.  M.  O'Brien,  Feb.  I         See  House  of  Commons. 

Fa?iSt  Appeals,  Feb.  15,  95.  ^  PoreBt8'  ^°X^A 

County  Down,  Land  Commission,  Appeal 
Cases,  Feb.  16,  234. 

Judicial      Appointments  —   Politics     of 
Judges,  Feb.  15,  101.  i 


DaMel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Anstruther  Railway  Station,  Alterations, 

Feb.  26,  1097. 
Navy— Linoleum  Contracts,  Feb.  27,  1212, 

1277. 
Sittings  of  the  House — Select  Committee 

of  Inquiry,  Feb.  15,  116. 

South  African  War 

Casualties— Total  Number  up  to  Feb. 
24,  Feb.  26,  1083. 

Financial      Proposals  —  Closure    of 
Debate,  Feb.  16,  320. 

Dangerous  Lamps  and  Oils 
See  Petroleum 
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Afforestation  of  Crofting  Areas 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  -1.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  20,  580. 
Returns 

Q.  Mr.   Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  19.  381  :  Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  27,  1225. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1605. 
Valuation 

Q.  Mr  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 
Feb.  2*i,  1099. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children 

Education  of,  Grant-in- Aid— Minutes  of 
Committee  of  Council  Presented,  Feb.  $* 
1303  ;  Mar.  1,  1349. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 
Home  Defences 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Debate 
(Lords),  Feb.  *0,5O4. 

Fleet,  Protection  by 

<>.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  29,420. 
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tefence  of  the  Empire— cont. 
Home  Defences — cont 

Naval  Volunteers— Mobile  Defence  of 
the  Coasts,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Feb.  27, 
1285. 
Strengthening  and  Improving  Organi- 
sation of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces — Government  Proposals 


Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply 
Feb.  15, 144  ;  Feb.  70,240  ;  Feb. 
19,  396. 

Inadequate  Proposals,  Debate 
(Lords),  Feb.  15,  13. 

Military  and  Naval  Defence 

O.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  19,  430. 

National  Crisis,  Inadequate  Military  Pro- 
posals of  the  Government — "  Matter 
of  Life  and  Death  " 
Rosebery,  Lord,  on,  Feb.  15,  27. 

Delagoa  Bay 

Contraband  of  War,  See  that  Title. 

Neutrality  of  Portugal 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  15,  60  ;  Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mr. 
S.  Wortley;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  22,  780,  781. 

Right  of  Search,  etc. 

Complaints  against  Naval  Officers. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  2,  1647 ; 
Mr.  Goschen,  1549. 

Transvaal    Consul— Steamship   Agencies, 
Control  of  Castle  Line,  etc.,  Dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Pott 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  Mr.  S.  Wortley  ; 
As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  22,  781. 

fenny,  OoL  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 
Navy  Estimates— First  Lord's  Statement, 

Feb.  27,  1270. 
(For  Subjects  discussed,  See  their  Sub- 
headings under  Navy.) 

teptford  Victualling  Yard 

Labourers    Working  Overtime — Recogni-  j 
tion  of  Services  ! 

Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  I 
Feb.  23,  925. 

deputy  Lieutenants  and  the  Militia 
Encour  agement  of  Enlistment 

Q.  Captain  Jessel ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  571. 
terry 

Public    Appointments — Roman    Catholic 
and  Nationalist  Claim* 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  16,  233. 

►esart,  Earl  of 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland 
Petition,  Feb.  22,  765. 
Right  to  Vote  Established,  Mar.   2, 
1509. 

tevonport  Corporation  Bill 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  21,  702.  , 

1R.*  Feb.  22,  774. 

2R.#  Feb.  27,  1185. 
Certificates  Referred  to  Standing  Order*  , 

Committee,  Feb.  20,  501. 
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f  Devonport  Corporation  Bill— cont. 

,         Standing  Orders,  Resolution  from  Coni- 

!  inittee,  Feb.  20,  552. 

Standing  Orders  to  be   Dispensed  with. 
Feb.  27,  1181. 

Devonshire,  Duke  of 

Board  of  Education  Act— Constitution  of 
Local  Authorities,  Feb.  22,  772. 

Compulsory   Military     Service  —  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  541. 

j  "  Diadem,"  H.M.S. 

j         Boilers,  Cost  of  Repairs—Return  Ordered 


(Mr.  W.  Allan),  Feb.  19,  358. 

Digby,  Mr.  J.  K.  W.  [Dorset,  N.] 

South  African  War— Deficiency  of  Officers,. 
Vacancies  Filled  up  from  Yeomanry  and 
Reserve  of  Officers,  Feb.  20,  563. 

Dilke,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  [Gloucester,  Forest  of 
Dean] 

Army 

Artillery  Reserve  Officers,  Employ- 
ment of,  in  Formation  of  New  Batta- 
lions, Feb.  19,  366, 

Contracts— Exemption  from  Factory 

Acts,  Feb.  20,  576. 
Ordnance    Factories   Accounts,  Pub- 
lishing Details    of  War  Material* 
etc.,  Feb.  26,  1089. 
Three-years  Enlistment— Extra  Three- 
pence per  Day  Pay,  Feb.  22,  794. 
Business   of    the    House— Civil    Service 
Supplementary  Estimates,  Feb.  22,  822. 

Cable  Communication 

Cape  and  Australia  Scheme — Eastern 
Extension  Telegraph  Company, 
Application  for  Subsidy,  Mar.  7, 
1436. 

French  Caledonia-Queensland  Cable 
Agreement,  Terms  of,  etc.,  Feb.  #/„ 
1090. 

Publishing  Routes,  Feb.  2t>,  1000. 

Channel  Islands  Militia,  Position  ot,.Feb- 
I  27,  1210. 

!         Factory  Inspectors'  Reports— Date  of  Pub- 
j  lication,  Feb.  15,  82. 

i         Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  Mar.  2,  1540. 

Fair  Wage  Clause  and  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Contracts — Return,  J^b.  2Sr 
929. 

Match  Manufacture,  New  Rules— Arbi- 
tration, Mar.  1,  1440* 

Mauritius— British  Central  African  Rifles, 
Misconduct  of,  Feb.  22,  906;  Mar.  2y 
1526. 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  *#„ 
1324,  1326,  1327,  1328,  1329,  1332,  1335. 

Navy— First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  -*>, 

1162. 
New    Hebrides  —  International   Position, 

Negotiations,  Feb.  16, 224. 
Samoa  —  German    Government    Trading 

Licences,  Feb.  16,  224. 
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DUke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  C—  ront. 

Soudanese  Troops—Mutiny,  Appointment 
of  Colonel  Macdonald,  etc.,  Feb.  22, 869, 
879. 

Uganda — Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office,  Attack  on,  Feb.  22. 

Waima  Incident  —  Failure  of  Foreign 
Office  to  obtain  Compensation  from 
France,  Feb.  23,  1000. 

Billon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 
Mar.  1,  1457. 

<  'romwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  2S,  952, 954,  955. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb. 
21,  716,  718,  719,  720,  722,  740,  741,  744, 
745,  746,  749,  754,  755. 

Mauritius — British  Central  African  Rifles, 
Misconduct  of,  Feb.  22,  901,  904,  906. 

Military  Scheme  of  the  Government,  Feb. 
19,  466. 

South  African  War,  Feb.  19,  465. 

Boers — Calumnies  and  Lies  directed 
against,  alleged,  Feb.  19,  467. 

British  Indian  Volunteers  in  Natal. 
Offer  of  services  free  of  cost,  Feb.  20, 
559. 

Colonial  Troops,  Pay,  etc.— Col. 
Bayly's  Corps,  Feb.  20,  561. 

Financial  Proposals  —  Methods  of 
Raising  the  Vote  for  £13,000,000, 
etc.,  Feb.  16,  493. 

Irish  Convicts — Offer  of  Pardon  on 
Condition  of  Enlistment  for  Service 
in  South  Africa,  alleged,  Feb.  20, 
562. 

Methuen's,  Lord,  Force — Insubordina- 
tion of  Officer,  alleged,  Feb.  20, 561. 

Militia— Irish  Regiments,  Compulsory 
Volunteering,  alleged,  Feb.  19, 471. 

Natives,  Arming,  Feb.  19,  467,  476. 

Uitlanders  and  Citizens  from  Natal 
and  Cape  Colony,  serving  with 
British  Forces,  Number  of,  Feb.  20, 
560. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule,  Point  of  Procedure — 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Feb.  22, 
823,828. 

Tilhe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 
Feb.  22,  832. 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Soldiers — Distress 
among  in  Ireland,  alleged,  Feb.  19, 469. 

Dingwall 

Seaforth  Highlanders'  Quarters 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  19,  373. 

Disappearing  Chin  Mountings 

South  African  War 

<).  General  Russell;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  784. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

Dogs,    Conveyance    of,    by     Railways- 
Accommodation,     Disinfection    of 
Lockers,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
Feb.  23,  932. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  See  that  Title. 

Disraeli,  Mr.  C.  R.  [Cheshire,  Altrinoham] 
Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  23,  977. 

Diss  Cattle  Market 

Foot  -  and  -  Mouth     Disease  —  Outbreak 
Regulations 
Q.    Mr.    Soames  ;     A.    Mr.    Aker* 
Douglas,  Feb.  20,  584. 


District     Councillors     and 
[Term  of  Office]  Bill 

c.  1R.#  Mar.  2,  1538. 


Guardians 


Dixon-Hartland,   Sir  F.    [Middlesex,  Ux 
bridge] 
London  County  Council  [General  Powers] 
Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  26,  1060,  1065, 1067. 

Docks 

London  Docks,  Sec  that  Title. 

Dockyards 

Annual  Accounts  Presented,  Feb.  28, 1903. 

Chief  and  Petty  Officers'  Grievances 
0.  Sir  J.  Baker,  Feb.  27,  1254. 

Slips  for  Building  Ships 

Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Mar.  2,  1570;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  1574. 

Dogs 

Rabies — Irish  Returns 

Q.   Dr.   Tanner;    A.   Mr.   Atkinson, 
Mar.  2,  1533. 

Railway  Conveyance  of  Dogs — Accommo- 
dation,    Disinfection     of     Boxes, 
Lockers,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
Feb.  23,  932. 

Donelan,  Capt.  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  East] 

Agricultural  Grants — Occupiers  in  Urban 
Districts,  Feb.  15,  98. 

Army  Service  Corps  Establishment,  Num- 
ber of  Officers,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  791. 

Arizes— New  Commissions,  Names  of 
Civic  Dignitaries  Omitted  from,  /#• 
20%  587. 

Bird,  Mr.  W.,  Murder  of,  at  Bantry,  M 

t*?,  1107. 
Chaplains  —Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  tod 

the  Navy,  Mar.  2,  1559. 

Horses,  Purchase  of,  by  War  Offico- 
Standard  Prices  in  South  of  Ireland, 
etc.,  Feb.  23,  926. 

Intermediate  Education — Proposed  Leg* 
lation,  Feb.  79,389. 

Regimental  Canteens,  Local  Contract* 
Feb.  22, 795. 
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feogan,  Mr.  P.  C.  [Tyrone,  East] 

Altmore  Tenant  Fanners*  Grievance,  Feb. 
15,  97. 

Dungannon  (School  Estate  Rents — Appli- 
cation for  Fair  Rente,  Feb.  27,  1221. 

Tullyhogae  Postal  Arrangements,  Inade- 
quate, Feb.  27, 1220. 

taking  Water  Bill 
J.  2R.#  Feb.  £0,1042. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb. 
22,  765. 

kmglas,   Rt.    Hon.  Akers— First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  [St.  Augustine's] 

Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  28,  956. 

Foot-and -Mouth  Disease  Outbreaks 

Facilities  for  Removal  of  Cattle,  Feb. 
19,  378. 

Norfolk  Chamber  of  Agriculture  Re- 
solution, Feb.  15,  89. 

Scheduled  Districts,  Diss  Cattle 
Market,  Feb.  20,  584. 

Hertford  House— Completion  of  Altera- 
tions, Opening  to  the  Public,  etc.,  Feb. 
22,  861. 

House  of  Commons — Residence  of  Sir  R. 
Palgrave,  taking  over,  to  provide  addi- 
tional accommodation  for  Ministers, 
Feb.  23,  947. 

Hyde  Park  Police  Barracks,  Rebuilding, 
etc.,  Mar.  2, 1531. 

Indicator  of  Debates 

Lobby,  Feb.  20,  582. 

Strangers'  Gallery,  Mar.  1, 1436. 

Tea  Room  and  Smoking  Room,  Feb. 
15,  85. 

London  County  Council  [Improvements] 
Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  1, 1407. 

National  Gallery — Extension  and  Protec- 
tion from  Fire,  Feb.  19,  376. 

Oldham  County  Court,  Condition  of — 
Death  of  Judge  E.  Jones,  Mar.  1,  1435 

Pottery  supplied  to  Office  of  Works— 
Leadless  Glaze,  compulsory  in  Manu- 
facture of,  Feb.  20,  582. 

Revenue  Buildings,  Increase  in  Expendi- 
ture, etc,  Feb.  22,  860. 

Trafalgar  Square,  Clearing  Snow  away, 
Feb.  19,  376. 

toulton,  Messrs. 
Lead  Poisoning 

Chief  Inspector's  Report 

Q.  Air.  Tennant;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  1,  1441 

Prosecution,  etc.— References  to,  in 
Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
23,  983,  984,  987,  988,  989,  990. 
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Down,  County 

Land  Commission.  Appeal  Cases — Raising 
Rents  fixed  by  Court  Values,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
70,234. 

Drage,  Mr.  O.  [Derby] 

Army,  Strengthening  and  Improving  Or- 
ganisation, etc.— Colonial  Participation, 
proposed,  Feb.  19,  364. 

Transvaal — Coloured  Persons  acquiring 
and  owning  land,  Feb.  16,  80. 

Volunteers  —  Pension  Fund,  Proposal, 
Scheme  of  Military  Reorganisation,  Feb. 
19,  368. 

Dragoons 

Regimental   Titles— Supplemental  Titles 
and  the  Publication  of  Casualties 
from  South  Africa 
Q.  Col.  Welby  ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  23,  921. 

|  Drilling  in  Elementary  Schools 
|         See  Military  Drill. 


I  Dublin 

I         Police— South  African  War,  alledged  Com- 
pulsory Volunteering 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
I  Mar.  1,  1420. 

!  Science  and  Art  Department,  transferring 
Control  to  Agricultural  and  Indus- 
tries Department— Municipal  Coun- 
cil Resolution 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb. 
15,  101. 

Seditious  Circulars,  Circulation  of, 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  15,  66. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill 
c  2R*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Dublin  Electric  Lighting  Bill 

c.  Ordered.  Feb.  28,  1301. 

1R*  Mar.  1,  1408. 
Petition — Resolution  from  Committee  on 

Standing  Orders,  Feb.  27, 1198. 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 

/.  2B.*  Mar.  2,  1510. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Feb.  27. 
1181. 

Duckworth,  Mr.  J.  [I^ancashire,  Middleton] 
Navy— First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  27, 
1273. 

Duffy,  Militiaman,  Case  of 

Qs.    Mr.   M'Ghee;    As.    Mr.   Wyndham 
Feb.  15,  65 ;  Feb.  19,  368  ;  Os.  Sir.  J.  P. 
Karrell,  Feb.   10,  286  ;  Mr.  Wyndham,. 
«$04. 

Dunboyne,  Baron 

Representative  Peer  for  Ireland 

Right  to  Vote— Petition,  Feb.  15,  I  ; 
Right  to  Vote  Established,  Feb.  22, 
65 
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Buncombe,  Hon.  H.  V.  [Cumterland,  Egre-  Eastern  Telegraph  Company— <xmt. 

monfcJ  Cocoa- Keeling  Islands— Leased  as  Landing 

Business  of  the  House —Standing  Order  Station,  etc. 

governing  Wednesday  Sittings,  applying  Q.  Mr.  Uogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Chamberlain, 

to  Friday,  Motion,  Feb.  15,  105.  Feb.  20,  573. 

Eighth  Division— Preparations  for  Depar-  Subsidies,  Amount  of,  etc. 

ture  for  South  Africa,  Feb.  15,  1205.  Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory, 

,  Feb.  >?,  1219. 
Dundee  Harbour  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Feb.  16, 194.                                  !  Ecclesiastical     Assessments     (Scotland) 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  912.  Bill 

_  c.  1R*  Feb.  15,  134. 

Dungaiinon  Petition,  Feb.  2S,  1301. 
School  Estate  Rents,  Application  for  Fair 

^>  **??**  t*             a    ™      Kn-  Ecclesiastical  Commission 

O.   Mr.    Doogan  ;  A.   Mr.    Atkinson,  i  „        ^  _          *    ,    ., 

Feb.  27, 1221.                                        I  Report  Presented,  Mar.  1,  1350,  1410. 

Dunraven,  Earl  of                                     \  Edinburgh 

Army-Government    Military-    Proposals,  ParcelsSorters,  Promotion (to  be  Postmen, 

Inadequate  Proposals,  Feb.  15,  13.F  ,,  Wages  and  Boot  Allowances,  efe 

„          ,            mjr-rV          c      •           lurri-  *•  Mr-  p-  O  Bnen  ;  ^4.  Mr.  Hanbory, 

Compulsory    Military    Service  —  Militia  jref,t  so  575 

Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  534.  c    .       ,_               . 

11  Sasme  Office,  Dismissal  of  Employes  with 

Q.  Mr.  Ashton;  i4.  Mr.  Wyndham,  heb.  1099. 
*7,  1210. 

TinyfrMn  Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill 

Charities,  Inquiry  into— Return  Presented,  L  2r'  *  Feb' 16'  194' 

Feb.  20,  1082.  Committed,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Durham    (County    of)    Electric   Power  Edinburgh  District  Lunacy  Board  Bill 

Supply  Bill  /.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  194. 

c.  2R.#  Mar.  1,  1407.  Committed,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Dutch  Prisoners  in  Simons  Town,  Education 

See  South  African  War.  Vice-President  of  Council -Right  Hoa 

Dyke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  [Kent,  Dartford]  J-  E-  Uorst. 

Education  Department  Reorganisation—  Almanacks— Church  Almanack  affixing  to 

Transferring   to   Board    of    Education  Board  School  Wall    at   Chuck 

Powers  of  Board  of  Agriculture,  Feb.  /5,  ™°p^aL        ,    o-     t   n_* 

on  Q.  Mr.   S.  Smith  ;    A.  Sir  J.  Goot, 

\Fe&.  *»,  1100. 

Bast  Central  Telegraph  District  Art  Examiners  in  Elementary  Schoob- 

Senior  Telegraphists — Promotion,  etc.  Compensation  for  Loss  of  Office 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Qs.  Sir  F.  Flannery;   As.  Mr.  Hi* 

Feb.  19,  384.  bury,  Feb.  16,  228  ;  Feb.  19,  38a 

mmm         „,,  Attendance,     See     Subheading     School 

East  London  Water  Bill  Attendance. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,   Feb.  10  Board  of  Education,  Set  that  Title. 
215 

Church  Schools,  See  Voluntary  Schools. 

East  Shropshire  Water  Bill  Code  of  Regulations  for  Day  School,  1900, 

I  2R.*  Feb.  16,  194.  with    Schedules  and  Appendices  ft* 

Committed,  Feb.  »,  910.  ■«*».  Feb-  "> 1182'  120°- 

___  Consultative    Committee,    So:    Board  of 

Bast  Stirlingshire  Water  Bill  Education. 

/.  2r.#  Feb.  16, 194.  Corporal      Punishment     in     EleraenUr/ 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  910.  Schools 

_     .         _  ,           ,    -.  Instructions  to  Inspectors 

Eastern  Telegraph  Company  q   sir  j.   brinner;  A.  Sir  J. 

Agreements,  Government  Control  Gorst,  Feb.  22,  804. 

CSirE-Sassoonj  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal-  St     Simon    ^    St     Jude^  School 

four,  Fe6.  *>,  ;>92.  Southport 

Cape  to  Australia  Cable  Scheme,  See  Cable  Qs.   Sir  J.  Brunner ;  Ail  Sir  I 


nmuaication.  Gorst,  Feb.  19, 377  ;  Feb  it,  806. 
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Defective  and  Epileptic  Children— Grants.  I  Secondary  and  Technical  Education,  See 

Minute  of  Committee  of  Council  Pre-  ;  that  Title— Far  Questions    relating  to 

sented,  Feb.  28,  1303  ;  Mar.  /,  1349.         ,  the  Board  of  Education,  See  Title  Board 

Evening  Continuation  Schools,  See  that  |  of  Education. 

Title.                                                          !  Teeth  of  Children  in  Elementary  Schools, 

Heroism,   Commemorating    Deed*  of,   in  I  Dental  Inspection  proposed 

Elementary  Schools  Q>  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb. 
Q.   Mr.  Orr-lS wing;   A.   Mr.    A.    G.  ,  J»,  1101. 
Murray,  Feb.  /.o,  371.                          I  University  Education  Abroad— Papers  re- 
Irish  Questions                                               |  lating  to 

Gaelic  League  Resolutions-Revised  i  Q' M   fc  MS*1*  l  A'   Mr"  Brodrick> 

Code    of    Primary    Education  "  „  ,      *e0'  10>  **' 

System  »  oluntary  Schools,  See  that  Title. 
Q.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  ■ 
Feb.  iu,  387.                            \  Education  Department 

Intermediate    Education  —  Proposed  Reorganisation 

Legislation  Assignment   of    Functions    without 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan  :  A .  Mr.  Atkin-  regard  to  Privilege  of  Parlia- 

son,  Feb.  1U,  389.  ment 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  National  ^  J*1™*  £°£wood  ^'  8ir  J- 

Schools                                          !  Gor8fc> Feh'  *s> 934* 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin-  Departmental  Committee  Report 

son,  Feb.  23, 940  ;  Q.  Mr.  J.    P.  Q.    Lord  Norton;  A.    Duke   of 

Parrel  1 ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  J  Devonshire,  Feb.  22,  772. 

.W,   1103;    0.    Mr. McCartan;  Establishment    of     Secondary     and 

./.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  1, 1449.  ]  Technical    Education    Depart- 

Poor  Law   Unions  Contributing    to    the  '  ments 

Expenses  of  Education                       i  <f.  Colonel  Lock  wood ;  .4.  Sir  J. 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  ■  Gorst,  Feb.  22,  803. 

*>»  U05-  j  {Sw  also  Board  of  Education. ) 

Union    School    Teachers  —  Disparity   of  j     

Income  '  Egypt 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, /V6.  i         Soudan,  See  that  Title. 

/J,  96.  j 

Military  Drill  in  Schools,  proposed  i  Eighth  Division 

0    Mr.   L.  Sinclair,  Peb  19  m  ;  Q.  \         See  South  African  War. 

Mr.     L.     Sinclair;    A.   Mr.    J.  P.  . 

Williams,  Feb.  26,  1088  ;  Q.   Mr.  L. 

Sinclair ;  A.  Sir  J.  Corse,  Feb.  jo,    Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
1102.  j  Bill 

Pupil    Teachers  —  Training   Curriculum,  e.  Introduction,  Mar.  1,  1468. 

Science  y.  Grammar  ,  \h.«  Mar.  /,  \U>9. 

Q.  Mr.  Morrell ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst.  Feb.  \  ' 

7.5,91. 
Revised  Instruction*  Applicable  to  Code  ;  Electric  Lighting  Act  (1882)  Amendment 
of    1900  Presented,   Feb.  27,  1182,  1200.  j  B"1 

.      ,  .         ,  .»  ,  t      •  i    .        i         c-  lR-*  Feb-  ir>>  2W- 

School  Attendance  -Proposed  Legislation   I 

0.  Mr.  Middlemore  :  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  I  „..     .  ,    _» 
Feb.  22  805.  '  Electric  Powers 

School     Boards     and      School    Attend-'         Lancashire  Electric  Powers  BUI,  6^  that 
anee  Committees  in  England  and  Wales  '  1 1   e' 

—List  presented,  Feb.  2.9,  342. 
School  Board  Teachers,  Pensions-School  j  mectric  Traction 

Board    Superannuation  Fund   and  Metropolitan      Underground     Railways, 

the  Treasury  Sthenic  Progress  of  Experiments,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton  ;  A.   Sir  J.   Gomt,  ;  <*'**  Weir;  A'  Mr'  Ritchie'  **• 

Feb.  22,  805.  '  J6'  **>' 

Science  and    Art  Department,   See  that  |  Elementary  Schools 

.  i         Art  Examiners— Compensation  for   Loss 

Scotland  0f  office 

Code  of  Regulations  for  Day  Schools  \  Qs.  Sir  F.    Flannery  ;  As.  Mr.  Han- 

1900,   with  Appendices   Presented,  bury,  Feb.  16,  228;  Feb.  id,  389. 

Feb.  £J,  914 ;  trh.  SG,  1042.  Corporal      Punishment     Instruction     to 

ljegbdation  Inspectors 

Q.  Mr.  A.  (roinbie  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Q.  Sir  J.  Brunner ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 

Balfour,  Mar.  2,  1537.  Feb.  22,  804. 
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Elementary  Schools— cant. 

Heroism,    Deeds  of,    Commemorating  in 
Elementary  Schools 
Q.   Mr.   Orr-Ewing;   A.  Mr.    A.   G. 
Murray,  Feb.  19,  371. 

Military  Drill 

0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Feb.  19,400;  Q. 
Mr.  L.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  26,  1088;  Qs.  Mr.  L. 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  As.  Sir  J. 
Goret,  Feb.  26,  1102. 
School  Attendance— Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  Middlemore;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  22,  806. 

Teeth  of  Children,  Inspecting  by  Dentist, 
etc 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Sir  J.   Gorst,  Feb. 
26,  1101. 

TPllU,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Nottingham,  Rnshcliffe] 
Zanzibar  and   Pemba   Slavery  —  Papers 
relating  to,  Mar.  2, 1527. 

Embarkation  of  Troops 

See  Transport  Service. 

Emmott,  Mr.  A.  [Oldham] 

Oldham  County  Court,  State  of— Death 
of  Judge  Jones,  Mar.  1,  1435. 

Employment  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors 

See  Titles  Seamen  and  Soldiers. 

Empreza  Africana  Company 

Trading  with  the  Enemy  at  Delagoa  Bay, 
alleged 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  Montagu  ?  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ; 
As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  22,  779. 

Enfield  Ordnance  Factories 
Pay  of  Foremen 

Q.  Captain  Bowles;  A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Mar.  2,  1522, 

Engineers 

Naval  Engineers,  See  Navy. 

"  England's  Bobber  War " 

Seditious  Circulars,  Circulation  in  Dublin 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  15,  66. 

Enlistment 
See  Army. 

Tolls  from  Fairs  and  Markets 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  15,  100. 

Enniskillen  Barracks 

Re-considering  Decision  to  remove  Head- 
quarters from  Enniskillen 
Q.  Mr.  Archdale ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  1,  1423. 

Enslin  Engagement 

Artillery— Lack  of  Horse  Artillery 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb  ;  A.Mr.  Wyndhi 


Enteric  Fever 

Inoculation  of  Troops  against — Supply  of 
Anti-Enteric     Vaccine     on    board 
Transports 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson  ;A.Mt.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  26,  1085. 

Epileptic  Children 

See  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

Estate  Duty 

Salisbury   Plain     Manoeuvring    Ground, 
Purchase   of   Land    by    the  War 
Office 
Q.  Mr.  G.    Bowles ;   A.  Mr.    J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2, 1523. 

(See  also  Death  Duties.) 

Estimates 

See  Titles  Supply,  Army  Estimates  and 
Navy  Estimates. 

Europe 

Alcoholic  Beverages — Statement  of  Pro- 
duction and  Consumption  Presented, 
Feb.  15,  56. 

Naval  Balance  of  Power,  See  that  Title. 

Situation  in 

0.  Earl  of  Rosebery,  Feb.  15, 31. 

{See  also  Continental  Powers  and  Great 
Britain.) 

Evans,  Mr.  8.  T.  [Glamorgan,  Mid] 

Jameson  Raid,  Re-opening  Inquiry,  etc 
proposed — Relationship  of  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the 
Conspiracy,  Feb.  20,  614. 


Evening  Continuation  Schools 

Code,  Modifying  Articles  15— Minutes  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  Presented, 
Feb.  20,  502 ;  Feb.  22,  776. 

Return  Presented,  Feb.  28,  1303. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill 
e.  2R.,  Feb.  21,  705. 

Evictions,  Ireland 
Cavan,  West 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :   A.  |Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  27,  1221. 

Plan  of  Campaign— Debate  on  the  Evicted 
Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  Feb.  21,  705. 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill 
r.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  3o4. 


!  Exeter  Hall 

I         Pro- Boer  Meeting,  Di»turl  a:ue> 
I  Os.  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Sir  M.  W. 

1  Mar.  2,  1624,  1626. 


Ridley, 


Feb.  22,  783. 


am, 


i  Exmouth  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

•  /.  2r.*  Feb.  20,  502. 

!  Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 
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Falkirk  and  District  Water  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  10,  194. 

Committed,  Feb.   >.},  910. 


xmouth  and  District  Water  Bill 
7.  2R.*  Feb.  22,  766. 

Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.   16,  \  Falkland  Islands 

W3'  Coal  Depot,  Erection  of, 

Ixpanding  Bullets 
See  Ballets. 


O.  Admiral  Field,  Mae.  :?,  1571. 
Falkland,  Viscount 


Ixpansion  of  Empire 

Dangers  of  overstraining  the  Resources  of 
the  Country  I 

O.  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Feb.  15,  46.  i 

Military  Responsibiliti&s 

Balfour,  Mr.  A.  J.,  on,  Feb.  16,  252. 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H.,  on,  Feb. 
16,  248. 

South  African  Troubles 

O.  Mr.  \V.  Redmond,  Feb.  10,  400. 

Explosives 

Dangerous  Lamps  and  Oils,   See   Petro- 
leum. 


'actories  and  Workshops 

Army    Contracts  —  Non-enforcement     of 
Factory  Overtime  Regulations 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  20,  576. 

Dangerous  Trades,  See  Titles  Lead  Poison- 
ing and  Phosphorus  Poisoning. 

Female   Factory  Inspectors — Diminution 
in  Number  of  visits  paid  j 

Q.  Mr.  Talbot;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  I  Farquhar&on,  Dr.  B.  [Alierdeenshire,  W.] 


Militia— Fraudulent  Enlistment,  Feb.  /.7, 
52. 

Falmouth 

Removal  of  the  •*  (ranges  '" — References  to 
in  Delwte  on  the  Estimates,  Feb.  J7, 
1256  ;  Mar.  J,  1.V19,  1573. 

Famagusta  Harbour 
Improvement  of.  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Bill  ;  A.  Mr.  J-.  Chamberlain, 
Feb.  15,  81. 

Famine 

India,  See  that  Title. 

Farmers 

Agricultural   Labourers  and    the  Work- 
men's   Compensation    Act — Insur- 
ance Premiums 
Q.  Mr.  Loyd;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  20,  577. 


Farnworth  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  10,  354. 


Feb.  22,  799. 

Inspector's    Reports   for    1899—  Date    of  I 

Issue    '  I 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  ! 

Feb.  15,  82.  j 

'actories    and  Workshops   Amendment  I 

and  Consolidation  Bill  ; 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  16,  238.  j 

'actory  and  Workshops  Act  Amendment ' 

c.  Introduction,  Mar.  2,  1539.  I 

lR.*  Mar.  2,  1542.  j 

'air  Bents,  Ireland  j 

See  Land  Commission. 

air  Wage  Clause 

Local  Government  Contracts— Return 
Q.    Sir  C.   Dilke;    A.    Sir    M.    W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  23,  929. 
Lyddite  Shells  Contracts 

Q.    Mr.   Maddison;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Feb.  22,  788. 


airfield,  Mr. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Proposal 
of  Re-opening  the  Inquiry  into  the 
Jameson  Raid,  Feb.  20,  621,  624,  629, 
631,  641,  642,  643,  647,  652,  659,  680.  | 

fclkirk  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2R,#  Feb.  16,  194. 

Committed,  Feb.  93,  910. 
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Army — Medical  Staff  Organisation  for 
Militia  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers, 
Feb.  20,  570. 

Gordon  Highlanders  —  Two  Companies 
Ready  for  Departure,  Transport 
Provided  for  One  only,  Feb.  20,  564. 

National  Gallery  and  St.  George's 
Barracks,  Feb.  10,  373. 

Yeomanry — Equipment,  Pay,  etc.,  Yeo- 
manry (Quartered  at  Kensington 
Barracks,  Feb.  2-i,  922. 

Farrell,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Cavan,W.] 

Annaly    Estate — Purchase    of   Holdings, 
Feb.  15,  99 ;  Feb.  19,  388  ;  Feb.  20,  589 
Feb.  22,  815  ;  Feb.  26,  1104. 

Cavan  Fair  Rent  Appeals,  Feb.  22,  816. 

Evicted  Tenants'  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb. 
21,  725,  732. 

Evictions  in  West  Cavan,  Feb.  27,  1221. 

Grand  Jurors,  Ireland,  Difficulty  in 
Obtaining,  etc.,  Feb.  10,  387. 

Irish  Estimates,  Discussions  on — Proposed 
Committee  of  Inquiry  on  the  Sitting  of 
the  House,  Feb.  15,  116. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  National 
Schools,  Feb.  26,  1103. 

Labourers'  Acts— Longford  Inquiry,  Feb. 
£0,588. 

Leitrim  Appeals,  Feb.  26, 1106. 

Local  Government  V\**taR&\  ksk  NxdwbA- 
mentBVW,  Fcb.i2,%\l. 
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Farrell,  Mr.  J.  P.  -cont.  ( 

Longford 

Land   Commission  Sittings,  Feb.   26, 

1106;  Feb.  27,1223. 
Post  Office.  Lighting  Outside,  Feb.  16, 

232. 
Postmen's  Hours  of  Duty,  etc.,   Feb. 
19,  383  ;  Feb.  27,  1220. 

Kelief  to  Ratepayers — Tenants  purchasing 
Holdings  under  Local  Government  Act, 
Feb.  23,  939. 

South  African  War 

Cost  of  the  War — Alleged  Compulsory 
Volunteering  of    Irish  Militiamen, 
etc.,  Feb.  16,  284. 
Protest  against  the  War,  etc.,  Feb.  19, 
440. 
Stradone  Post  Office,  Feb.  15,  93. 

Urban  Authorities  Borrowing  Powers, 
Feb.  20,  587. 

Fenwick,     Mr.     C.     [Northumberland    and 
Wansbeck] 
Naval  Engine-room,  Artificer8,  Grievances, 
Mar.  1,  ir>04. 

Fergusson  Et.  Hon.    Sir  J.  [Manchester, 
N.E.] 
County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2R,  Feb.  26,  1076. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2R,  Mar.  1, 
1406. 

Russell  Shooting  Director— Official  Trials, 
etc.,  Feb.  15,  75. 

Salt  Beef  Rations  on  Transports,  Mar.  2, 
1519. 

Vaccination  of  Soldiers  against  Enteric 
Fever — Supply  of  Anti-typhoid  Lymph 
on  board  Transports,  Feb.  26,  1065. 

Fernando  Po 

Treatment  of  Lagos  Natives 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chaml>er- 
lain,  Mar.  2,  1526. 

Field,  Admiral  I  Sussex,  £astt>ourne] 

Commissions  for  the  Army— Sandhurst  and 
Woolwich  Colleges,  Admission  of  Un- 
successful Candidates,  Feb.  22,  792. 

Navy 

Brigades  in  Land  Warfare — Marines 
v.  Seamen,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1467. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1152. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains,  Mar.   2, 
1557. 

Training—Masts    v.     Cruisers,    etc., 
Mar.  2,  1558. 

Works,  Buildings,  etc.,  Mar.  2,  1571. 

Works  Department— Mr.  Riley's  Ser- 
vices, Mar.  2,  1571. 
Wei-hai-Wei,  Mar.  2,  1571. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Agricultural  Department,  Transferring 
Administration  of  Science  and  Art 
Department  to,  Feb.  15,  101. 

Railway  Commissioners'  Sittings,  Number 
of  Sittings,  Cost,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  229. 

Union  School  Teachers,  Disparity  in 
Incomes,  Feb.  15,  96. 

Workmen's  Shelters  —  Dublin  Trades 
Council   Resolution,  Mar.  1.  1442. 


Field  Glasses 

South  African  War 

Officers      Providing       Glares      for 
N.C.O.  and  Men,  Recouping 
Q.  Capt.  Jessel;  A.   Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  20,  562. 
Supply  of  to  Troops 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall  ;  A.  Mr.  Wvnd 
ham,  Feb.  16,  219. 
Fifeshire 

Cowdenbeath     Borough     Commissioners' 
Election 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.   A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  23,  943. 

Fire  Brigades  Bill 

Committee  Nominated,  Feb.  28,  1347. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works 
Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-Dooglas. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  | 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

Firth,  Messrs. 

Contractors  for  Lyddite  Shells— Fair  Wage 
Clause 
Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P-  Wil- 
liams,  Feb.  22,  788. 

Fish  Curing 

Amendment  of  Faetorr  Acts— Statement 
(Sir  M.  W.  Ridley),  Mar.  2,  151& 

Fisheries 

Ireland 

Sea  and  Coa*t  Fisheries  Fund  (Non- 
Congested  Districts)  Accou»U  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  19,  343,  357- 
Trawling,  See  that  Title. 
Oyster  Fisheries,  See  that  Title. 
Salmon  Fisheries— Sale  of  Crown  RigM* 
in  Scotland 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan :  A.  Mr.  Hantmry, 
Mar.  2,  1533. 
Scotland 

Harbours,  Construction  of— Applica- 
tion from  Fishing  Conmiooititf 
Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Feb.  23,  10#; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  23,  1025. 
Mercantile   Marine  Certificate*,  Ex- 
aminations for— Instruction  m 
Navigation,  etc. 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Feb.  23, 1081. 
Sea  Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom- 
Statistical  Tables    and     Memoranda* 
Presented,  Feb.  15,  66. 
Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act— Botrfof 
Trade  Order  Presented,  Feb.  2d,  10& 
1082. 
Trawling,  See  that  Title. 

Fishermen 

Dwellings— Progress  of  Scheme  for  Erect- 
ing in  Island  of  Lewi* 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  <i,  M«rt»?' 
Feb.  15,  87. 

Naval  Reserve  - 

First  Lord's  Statement,  M-*.  »•■• 
Off-shore  Fishermen  on  the  EadtCot* 
0.  Sir  S.  Hoare,  Feb.  27,  Ufa 
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3ahery  Cruisers 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters  ' 

Q.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  ' 
Feb.  23,  941. 

Hshguard  Water  and  Gas  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  20,501. 

Committed,  Feb.  27,  118:. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  la,  1 93.  : 

fishguard  and  Eosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill 
/  2R.*  Feb.  22,  766. 

Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
StandingOrdersCompliedwitli,/W>.A9,341.  ' 

flanneiy,  Sir  P.  [Yorkshire,  Shipley] 

Art  Examiners  in  Elementary  Schools,  ' 
Compensation  for  Loss  of  Office,  Feb.  16,  I 
228  ;  Feb.  J9,  389. 

Delagoa  Bay 

Neutrality  of  Portugal,  Feb.  15,  60. 

Trading  with  the  Enemy,  Proclama-  ' 
tions  against  —  Wool  Trade,  etc.,  ' 
Feb.  26,  1083. 

Lead  Poisoning— Special  Rules,  etc.,  Feb. 

23,  990. 
Navy  | 

Brigades  in  Land  Warfare,  etc. ,  Mar.  i 

1,  1471. 
First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  27,  1244  ;  i 
Mar.  J.  1471,  1503. 

Water- tube  Boilers  in  Naval  Ships- 
Defects,  Coal  Consumption,  etc., 
Mar.  Jt  1423. 

lavin,  Mr.  M.  [Kerry,  North] 

Chute's,  Mr.,  Estate — Purchase  of  hold-  • 

ing,  Feb.  jr>,  96. 
Coleman,     William,    Crimean    Veteran, 

Feb.  J5,  77. 
Kerry  Railway  Guarantee  Rates,  Feb.  16, 

234,  235 ;  Feb.  20,  589. 

Land  Commission— Chief  Commissioners'  ; 
Inspection  of  Holdings,  Feb.  Jo,  95. 

South  African  War 

Financial  Proposals,  Closure  of  Debate  i 
— Motion  to  Hej)ort  Progress,  Feb.  j 
J6, 324.  ' 

Protest  against,  Feb  15,  184 ;  Feb.  19, 
444,  449. 

letcher,  Sir  H.  [Sussex,  Lewes] 

Army— Strengthening     and      Improving  , 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Government  proposals,  Feb.  J5,  I 
163.  j 

Lintahire  | 

Telephone      Service— Establishment      of  i 
Trunk  Lines  and  Exchanges 


Flynn,  Mr.  J.  0.  [Cork,  North] 

Canteen  Contracts— Freedom  as  to 
District  Contracts,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  7ft.  . 

Canteen  and  Mew  Co-operative  Society- 
Number  of  Officers  on  Active  Service 
connected  with,  Feb.  15, 78. 

Creaph  Estate— Tenants'  Application  for 
Purchase,  Feb.  23,  940. 

Poor  Law  Unions  Contributing  toward* 
National  Education,  Feb.  26,  1105. 

South  African  War 

Expenditure   on,   Treatment   of   the 

North  Cork  Militia,  etc.,  Feb.  16, 

280. 
Refreshment  for   Troops  before  em- 

l)arking  at    Queenstown,  Feb.   16, 

221. 
Soldiers'  travelling  Allowances,  Feb. 

J6,  221. 

Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tram- 
roads  Bill 
/.  1R.#  Feb.  23,  910. 

Standing  Orders,  Feb.  22,  765  ;  Feb.  26, 
1059 ;  Mar.  2,  1509. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations 
Cattle  Importation  into  Ireland, 

Q.  Mr.  Archdale;  A.   Mr.  Plunkett,. 
Feb.  26,  1107. 

Removal  of  Restrictions  Proposed — Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk  Districts,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster,  Mr.  Soames  ? 

As.    Mr.   Akers-Douglas,  Feb, 

19,  377. 
Qs.  Captain  Price,  Mr.  Stevenson, 

Mr.  F.  Wilson ;  As.  Mr.  Akers- 

Douglas,  Feb.  20,  582. 
Qs.  Mr.  Broadhnret,  Mr.  Soames  ; 

As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  22,  808. 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;    A .  Mr.  Long, 

Feb.  23,  933. 
Q.   Mr.  Soames;    A.   Mr.   Long, 

Feb.  27,  1216. 
Qs.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  Wil- 
son ;   As.    Mr.   Long,  Mar.    J, 

1434. 
Q.    Captain  Pretyman ;   A.   Mr. 

Long,  Mar.  2,  1532, 

Diss  Cattle  Market 

Q.  Mr.  Soames;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  20,  584. 

Norfolk  Chaml)er  of  Agriculture  Reso- 
lutions 
Q.  Sir  S.  Hoare ;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  15,  88. 

I  Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2,  3* 
55. 


Q.  Mr.  II.   Lewis;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  22,  812. 

logging 

See  Corporal  Punishment. 

lower,  Mr.  E.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Hooley    Estate,    Delay   in    winding   up, 
Feb.  26,  1095.  F 
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j  Foreign  Office 

Secretary     of    Stale— Marquess     of 

Salisbury 
Under  Secretary— lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brodrick 
Uganda  Administration,  Attack  on — De- 
bate on  the    Estimates,    Feb.    22, 
867. 
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Forests 

Deer  Forests,  See  that  Title. 

Forfarshire 

Sheriff  Clerkships— Office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Peace 
Q.    Mr.    Caldwell;    A.   Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  1,  1447. 

Fort  George 

Seaforth  Highlanders'  Quarters 

Q.  Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.    Wyndhain, 
Feb.  19,  373. 

Foster,  Mr.  H.  8.  [Suffolk,  Lowestoft] 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Outbreaks,  Faci- 
lities for  Removal  of  Cattle,  Feb.  19, 
377. 

Foster,  Sir  M.  [Loudon  University] 

Queen's  Gate  Post  Office,  Proposal  to 
erect,  Mar.  1,  1446. 

Secondary  Education  Organisation— Scien- 
tific Teaching  and  the  Hoard  of  Educa- 
tion, Mar.  1,  1437. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  [Derby,  Ilkeston] 
Army  Medical  Service 

Civil  Surgeons  attached  to  the  Army, 
Inserting  Names  in  the  Army  List, 
Feb.  27,  1207. 
•  Maximum  Standard  of  height,  Feb. 

22,  786. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 
— Local  Authorities  Acquiring  Lands 
outside  Jurisdiction  difficulty,  Feb.  22, 
840. 

Naval  Medical  Service,  Changes,  Feb.  27, 
1280. 

Postal  Officials,  Notifying  Infectious 
Diseases  at  Home,  Feb  16,  229. 

.  South  African  War 

Casualties — Deaths     from     Disease, 
Feb.  16,  219. 

Nursing     Orderlies,    Proportion     to  ' 
Number  of  Patients,  Feb.  22,  786. 

Four  Roads,  Roscommon 
Mails— Delay  in  delivery 

Q.  Mr.   Hayden  ;    A .   Mr.   Hanbury, 
Feb.  15,  94. 

France  i 

.Cable  —  New       Caledonian  -  Queensland  I 
Cable  Agreement,  Terms  of,  etc.        ' 
Q.    Sir  C.   Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1090. 

Morocco— Reported  French  Occupation  of 
Tafilet 
Q.  Mr.   Hedderwiek  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Mar.  1, 1431. 

Naval  Shipbuilding  Programme — First 
Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 1125. 

Navy,  Construction  of  Battleships— Agita-  ' 
tion  against 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  26,  1172. 

Waima   Incident  —  Failure   of   Foreign  | 
Office  to  obtain  Compensation  | 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  23, 
1000.  I 
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Franchise 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Sen-ice) 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Militia  on  Active  Service— Legislation 
Q.    Lord   Raglan  ;    A.    Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  Feb.  19,  352. 

Franco-Russian  Alliance 
Dangers  to  Great  Britain 

O.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164. 

i  French  Language 

|  Use  of  Norman  French  in  Royal  Assents 

to  Acts  of  Parliament 
Qs.  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien :  As. 

The  Speaker,   Mr.   A.   J.  Balfour, 

Mar.  1, 1453. 

Friday  Sittings  of  the  House 

Standing  Order— Meeting  of  the  House  at 
11  o'clock  and  rising  at  6,  proposed 
Motion  [Mr.  Duncombe],  Feb.  15,  105 

Friendly  Societies 

Annual  Accounts  Presented,  Feb.  19, 342, 
356. 

Deficiencies,  Supplementary  Vote  for, 
Mar.  2,  1590. 

Fruit  Trade  in  Jamaica 

Contract    for  Conveyance    of    Fruit  by 
Steamers 
Q.  Sir  J.  Savory;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  1, 1446. 

"Furious,"  F.M.S. 

Boilers,  Cost  of  Repairs— Return  Ordered 
[Mr.  W.  Allen],  Feb.  19,  358. 

Furness,  Withy,  and  Co.,  Messrs. 

Design  for  Swift  Armed  Screw  Colliers 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Allan  ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  22,  795. 

Gaelic  League 

Irish  Primary  Education  System,  Revised 
Code— Suggestions 
Q.  Mr.    Power;  A.    Mr.    Atkinson. 
Feb.  19,  387. 

Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.J 

Companies  Bill,  Date  of  Second  Reading, 
Mar.  1,  1455. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2b.  Mar.  I 
1375,  1382,  1384,  1406. 

South  African  War 

Maintenance  of  Soldiers1  Mothers. 
Feb.  27,  1208. 

Relief  Funds — Amount  Subscribed. 
Sufficiency  of,  for  the  relief  of 
widows  and  children — Mr.  BalfoorV 
Statement,  Feb.  22,  790. 

Separation  Allowance 

Marriage  without  Leave,  Feb.  i-> 

788. 
Total  Weekly  Amount,  Allotment 
Pay,  etc.  K  Mar.  1,  1417. 
Volunteer  Adjutants,  Releasing  for  Active 
Service,  Feb.  15,  70. 
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Butler's  Estate— Delay  in  Sale 


Gladstone,  Et.  Hon.  H.  J.  [Leeds,  W.] 


_  _  Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 

Q.  MrW.  Itedmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin-  Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 

son,  Feb.  J6,  1103.  |  Feb.  JJ,  958,  959. 

talway,  Viscount  |  Glamorganshire 

Compulsory    Military    Service  —  Militia  |         Coal     Strike,    Employment    of    Troops, 

Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  JO,  536.  Catering  for,  Question  of  Incidence 

of  Cost,  etc. 

(Hinges"  Training  Ship  i  <J.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 

Removal  of,  from  Falmouth  !  Williams,  Feb.  15,  79. 

Os.   Cant.  Philljpotts,  Feb.  J7,  1256 ;  ' 

Sir  L.   Kay-Snuttle  worth,  Mar.  J,    Olaairow 

1569 :  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  1573.      i         „  .7      „  ,    ,  D  «•    .      t 

i         Police- Removal  of  Persons  suffenng  from 

(as  Light  and  Coke,  Commercial  Gas  and  |  0  'fe  «&J*£Ff  M?T  O 

gouth  Metropolitan  Chu>  Companies  '  ^m™,  wT« 

Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354.  .  _,  _   .. ..       _       .   ..         _.„ 

1  Glasgow  Building  Regulations  Bill 

to  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill  /.  2r.*  Feb.  w,  341. 

c.  2R.  Feb.  27,  1185.  '  Committed,  Feb.  J6,  1042. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  16,  I 
215.  Glasgow    and   South- Western   Railway 

I  Bill 

teneral  Hospitals  Acts  i        /.  2r.*  Feb  J6,  1042. 


Order  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  lo,  3, 55. 

fermany 

Anglo-German  African    Boundary    Com 


Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  2$> 
909. 


Glastonbury  Corporation  Gas  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 


Glastonbury  and  Street  Gas  Bill 
c.2R.*  Mar.  J,  1511. 


mission,  See  Africa,  last. 

Holland  and  Germany,  Alliance  between 
German  Anticipations 

Q.    Mr.     G.     Bowles;    A.     Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  16,  223. 

E^tfa  E^JS1*11188  °f  NaVal  ^^  |  Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  29, 

O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  J6,  1 145.     !  913* 
Menace  to  Great  Britain                       !  _, 

O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  19,  421.        Glencoe 

Naval   Shipbuilding      Programme-First  I  Hussars    taken    Prisoners  at   Battle    of 

Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1 126.  Glencoe,    Lack  of   Military  Know- 

.,             ,,     ..    A  m.xl                                    I  ledge,  alleged— Boer  Statements 

Samoa—  See  that  Title.  0    Mr  B  Roberts,  Feb.  19,  411. 
Transvaal  Gold  Mines— French  and  Ger-  ' 

mail   investors  Owning    One-half   aiencorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas 

Total  IS  umber  of  Shares,  alleged       i  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna;   A.  Mr.  J.  Cham-  I  .  at%  #  „  ,    tn  0.. 

berlain,  Feb.  X),  559.  '•  2lL    *eb'  JJ>  M2' 

,.     ,  Committed,  Feb.  '.*6,  1042. 

ibraltar                                                   I  • 

Brotherhood    Depression    Range    Finder,  |  Gold  Mines 

Trials  of  m  i  ,.  ,•.  ^,. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  .4.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Transvaal  Gold  Mines 

fVA.  ..'</  1089.  !  r  rench  and  German  Investors  owning 

t>~.*-*.  *   Vr*        *.    i^       x-      i»       -A      *  half  total  number  of  Shares  in, 

Destitute  Aliens  at  -Grunting  Permits  of  |  alleged 

/i^^S06  a    vt     „     ,  •  ,  V-    Mr.    M'Kenna;    -4.    Mr.    J. 

Q.  Mr.  ^tevenson  ;  -4.  Mr.  Brodrick,  !  Chamberlain,  Feb.  20,  559. 

reo.  Jb%  1092 

M liner's,  Sir  A.,  Proclamation 

ill's,  Mo  Appointment  !  ^  *Ir-  ?•  1M.acI??l11 '  aJAt'  J' 

!?        '  ^^^m*""*  Chamberlain,  /V&  iJ,  59. 

Secretary  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Depart- 

PlaTof    Campaign    and    Mr.    Gill,     "°°lde*  ^*te'' 
References   to,  in  Debate  on    the  ,  Insubordination  of  Seamen 

Evicted  Tenants  BUI,  Feb.  tl,  716,  '  °-  Mr-  H-  ^iIsod,  Feb.  22,  991. 

717,  737,  738,  739. 
Salary,  etc.  Goldsworthy,  Gen.  W.  T.   [Hammersmith] 

Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale;  .4.  Mr.  Plun-  !         Licensing  Exemption— [Houses  of  Parlia- 
kett,  Feb.  JO,  590.  ment]  Bill,  Mar.  1,  1433. 
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Gordon  Highlanders 

-  Volunteers  for  South  Africa 
Tartan  Kilts,  Expenses 

O.   Mr.  Wason;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  16,  220. 

Two    Companies   ready   for  Service, 
Transport    provided    for     one 


Q.    Dr.    Farquharson ;    A. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  564. 


Mr. 


GOTSt,  Sir  J '  .  —  Vice-President  of  Council  for 
Education  [Cambridge  University! 

Almanack— Affixing  to  Wall  of  Board 
School  at  Church  Coppenhall,  Feb.  26, 
1100. 

Birmingham  University  —  Statutes,  Sec- 
tion 20  and  the  Granting  of  Degrees, 
Feb.  20,  574. 

Corporal  Punishment — St.  Simon  and  St. 
Jude'B  School,  Feb.  19,  377. 

Education    Department,    Re-organisation 
and  Extension,  &c. 

Assignment  of  Functions  without 
regardHo  Privilege  of  Parliament, 
Feb.  23,  934. 

Consultative  Committee 

Constitution    and    Functions  of, 
Feb.  26, 1102. 

Financial     Arrangements,    etc., 
Feb.  23,  935. 

Secondary  Education  —  Scientific 
Teaching  and  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, Star.  1,  1437. 

Technical  Instruction  Grants — Tech- 
nology and  the  Board  of  Education, 
Feb.  23,  935. 

Transferring  to  Board  of  Education 
Powers  of  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Feb.  15,  90  ;  Feb.  S3,  803. 

Military  Drill  in  Elementary  Schools,  Feb. 
26,  1102. 

Museums 

Acquisition  and  Control  of  Art 
Objects,  Feb.  lo,  91. 

South  Kensington  Museum,  Purchase 
of  Objects  of  Art,  Authority 
Responsible  for  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1438. 

Pupil  Teachers,  Training  Curriculum— 
Science  v.  Grammar,  leb.  15,  91. 

School  Attendance  at  Elementary  Schools 
—Legislation,  Feb.  22,  805. 

School  Board  Teachers'  Pensions,  Feb.  22, 
805. 

Teeth  of  Children  in  Elementary  Schools 
—Dental  Inspection,  Feb.  26,  1101. 

Underground  Employment  of  Children, 
Age  Limit,  Feb.  16,  227. 

Voluntary  Schools  Subscriptions,  Feb.  20, 
574 ;  Mar.  1,  1437. 
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Goschen,  Right  Hon.  Gh  J.— First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  [St.  George's  Hanover 
Square] 

Annual  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1111,  1168 
[For  details  of  Statement,  See  their 
Subheading,  under  Navy]. 

Boilers— Water-tube  Boilers,  Continuous 
working  at  full  speed  without  develop- 
ing defects.  Coal  consumption,  etc, 
Mar.  1,  1423. 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard — Labourer* 
Overtime  Work,  Recognition  of  Services, 
Feb.  23,  925. 

Land  Warfare,  Naval  Brigade  in— Sir  J. 
ColomVs  Protest,  Jfcir.  1,  1491. 

Marines'  Grievances,  Mar.  1,  I486. 

Mediterranean  Fleet  and  Channel  Squad- 
ron—Length of  Officer's  Service,  ete., 
Feb.  23,  925 ;  Mar.  2,  1525. 

Naval  Organisation,  Loixl  Charles  Beres- 
ford's  Statement,  Feb.  20, 572. 

Re-engagement  —  Percentage  of  Men 
leaving  the  Service,  Feb.  23,  924; 
Mar.  2,  1525. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  for  the  Fleet, 
Feb.  19,  SI  I. 

South  African  War— Naval  Brigade  at 
Graspan  and  Colenso,  Publication  of 
Despatches,  Feb.  19,  361. 

Training 

Abolition  of  the,  Proposed,  Mar.  £,1548. 

"  Britannia,"  Training  on,  &c.,  Mar.  i, 
1548. 
Transport  Service 

Eighth  Division— Date  of  Embarka- 
tion, Mar.  1,  1413 ;  Mar.  2,  1519. 

H.M.S.  " Terrible "  and  "Powerful," 
Number  of  Troops  carried,  Date  of 
Arrival,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  360. 

Houston  Company — Contract  for  Con- 
veyance of  Mounted  Troops,  Mules, 
etc.,  Feb.  19,  360. 

Gosford's,  Earl  of,  Estate 

Value  of  Holdings — Appeals  against,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  M'Cartan ;    At.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  15,  97  :  Feb.  20,  584. 

GrOUTley,  Sir  E.  T.  (Sunderland) 

British  Commercial  Agent*  Abroad,  Ap- 
pointments, Feb.  26,  1095. 

Government  Contracts 

Army  Contracts,  See  that  Title. 

Government  Property 

County  of  London,  Return  Ordered  (Sir 

A.  Bollit),  Feb.  23,  917. 
Exemption  from  Rates 

Grant  in  lieu  of,  Vote  for,  Feb.  22, 881. 

Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  M 

21,  702  ;  Feb.  22,  774 ;  Feb.  2S,  913: 

Feb.  27,  1199. 
Provinces  —  Contributions  in  lien  of 

Local  Rates,  Return  Ordcted  (Sir 

A.  Rollit),  Feb.  23,  914. 
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OYernmaat  Workmen 

Pendens — Deductions  from  Wages 

Q.    Mr.   Woods ;    A.  Mr.  Banbury, 
Feb.  20,  576. 

ovexmnent  Stock  and  other  Securities 
Investment  Company  Bill 

/.  2n\,  Feb.  20,  502. 
Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,   Feb  16, 

fraud  Jurors,  Ireland 

Difficulty  of  getting  Jurors  to  Act  since 
passing  of  Local  Government  Act 
©.    Mr.     J.     P.     Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  19,  387. 

Grantham  Gas  Bill 
c.  2Bl*  Feb.  £7,701. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.   16, 
215. 

Iraapan.  Battle  of 

Naval  Despatches,  Publication  of 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A .  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  15,  60  ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ; 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  19,  360 

"Reference    to,  in    Debate  on    Navy 
Estimates,  Feb.  26,  1137,  1138. 

Iray,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Underground    Employment  of    Children, 
Age  Limit,  Feb.  16,  227. 

freat  Berkhampstead  Water  Bill 

L  2R.#  Feb.  23,  910 

Committed,  Mar.  2,  1510 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.   20, 

freat     Britain    and     the    Continental 
Powers 

See  Continental  Powers. 

freat  Central  Railway  Bill 

L  2R.*  Feb.  26,  1042. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  23, 
909. 

reat  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

c  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
215. 

reat  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 
/.  IE.*  Feb.  16,  193. 

Certificates  Referred  to  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  Feb.  20,  501  ;  Feb.  26,  1041. 

Order  Discharged,  Feb.  23,  910. 

Special  Report,  Feb.  15,  1  ;  Feb.  26,  1059. 

-Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  26, 
104L 

reat  Northern  Railway  Bill 

e.  2a. #  Feb.  26,  1060. 

Steading  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
363. 
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Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill 
/.  2r.#  Feb.  22,  766. 
Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  UK 
341. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
ford,  Limerick  and  Western  Rail- 
way Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 

/.  2K.*  Feb.  22,  766. 
Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
341. 

(Questions  Relating  to  the  Amalgamation 
Bills  and  the  Agricultural  Department, 
Board  of  Works,  etc.,  See  Ireland — 
Railway  Amalgamation  Bills.) 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
ford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  22,  766. 
Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
341. 

Great  Yarmouth  Port  and  Haven  Bill 

c.2R.*Feb.  79,354. 

I  Greece 

1         Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  26, 1042. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

Animals— Wild  Animals,  Public  Exhibi- 
tions and  Performances,  Local  Authori- 
ties Bye-laws,  Feb.  23,  930. 

Dogs,   Conveyance  of,  by  Railway  Com- 
i  panies — Accommodation,  Disinfection  of 

I  Lockers,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  932. 

Shrewsbury  Racecourse  as  Site  for  Rifle 
Range,  Mar.  2, 1522. 

Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  15, 
3,  55. 

Grey,  Earl 

Compulsory  Military  Service  —  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  532. 

Grey,  Sir  E.  [Northumberland,  Berwick] 

Uganda,  Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office— Mutiny  of  Soudanese  Troops 
etc.,  Feb.  22,  881. 

Ground  Rents 

Taxation  by  Local  Authorities — Petition, 


Hon  by  u 

.  22,  774. 


Feb 


Gully,  St.  Hon.  W.  C. 

See  Speaker. 

Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868  Amendment 
Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  23,  910. 

Committed,  Mar.  2,  1509. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  20, 
501. 
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Gun  Licences 

Rifle  Practice  Encouragement— Remission 
of  Licence  Duty,  etc. 
0.  Colonel  \V,  Murray,  Feb.  15, 154  ;  Q. 
Sir  J.  Kinloch;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Feb.  10,  226 ;  (Js.  Mr.  Loyd, 
Mr.  Butcher;  As.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  JY6.  20,  574. 

Gun-mountings 

Disappearing    Gun  -  mountings  —  South 
African  War 
Q.  General  Russell*;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Ft  b.  22,  784. 

Scott's,  Captain,  Invention 

O.  Admiral  Field,  Feb,  .'(;,  1153. 

Guns 
Armv 

Class  of  Gun  to  be  supplied  to  New 
Batteries  of  Field  Artillery 
O.  Col.  W.  Murray,  Feb.  10,  290. 

CreiiHot  Guns  and  the  South  African 
War 
(is.  Mr.  Tullv,  Feb.  10,  297  ;  Feb. 
19,  453. 

India — Batteries    with    (^  nick -tiring 
Attachments,       Number       of 
Howitzer  Guns,  etc. 
(J.    Major    Rasch ;   A .    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  23,  927. 

Militia  Artillery— Modern  Guns  for 
O.  Earl  of  Dunraven,  Feb.  15, 20. 

New  Batteries,  Guns  for 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;, 4.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  15,  68. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Supply  of— Pressure  on  the  Depart- 
ments at  Woolwich 
0.  Mr.  Penn,  Feb.  10,  270. 

Navy 

Decrease  in  Expenditure 

O.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1166. 

Manufacture  and  Supply 

O.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  20, 1158. 

Reserve  of  Guns 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1231. 


Gurdon,  Sir  W.  B.  [Norfolk,  N.] 

British  Central  African  Rifles,  Misconduct 
at  Mauritius  Feb.  22,  897,  906. 

Household    Cavalry— Pro]K>sed  Abolition 
of  the  Cuira<s,  Feb,  10,  222. 


I  Haldane,  Mr.  E.  R  [Haddington] 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r.,  Man. 
1,  1403 

Halifax  Corporation  Bill 
i  c.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  354. 

Halsbury,  Earl  of— Lord  Chancellor 

Lunacy  Bill,  Com.  Mar.  1, 1351, 1352, 1353j 
1354,  1355. 

Hamilton,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  G.— Secretary  of 
State  for  India  [Middlesex— Ealing] 

Afghanistan     and    Russia — Increase  of 
Russian  Troops   on    Afghan   Frontier, 
alleged,  Feb.  19,  375. 
Army 

Artillery— Number  of  Batteries  with 
quick-firing  Attachment,  Number 
of  Howitzer  Guns,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  Wi. 

Native  Troops  Serving  out  of  Indii 

—Expenses,  Mar.  1,  1428, 1429. 

Bengal,    Bombay  and    Madras   Military 

Fund— Rate  of  Exchange,  Mar.  1, 1426. 

Bormo  -  Chinese    Boundary  Commission* 

Murder  of  British  Officers,  Feb.  K,m. 

Calcutta,    Bishop   of —Jurisdiction  over 

Presbyterian  Chaplains,  Mar.  1, 1429. 

Famine, 

Berar— Relief,  Labour  Test,  etc,  Mor. 
!  /,  1427. 

i  Land  Revenues,  Remissions  and  Sus- 

pensions of,  Feb.  22,  802;  Mar.  U 
1  1427. 

Loan,  Guaranteeing  to  India,  Feb.  #. 
,  801. 

Number  of  Deaths  from,  Fortnightly 

Reports,  Feb.  22,  801. 
Relief  —  Treasury    Grant    Proposed, 
Feb.  15,  89. 

North-West  Frontier— Contemplated  Mili 
tary  Operations,  Mar.  1,  1420. 

Plague— Number  of  Deaths  at  Bombay, 
etc.,  Feb.  23,  927. 

Railways,  Connecting  with  Russian  Rail- 
ways—Communication from  Calais  to 
Calcutta,  Feb.  22,  802. 
Telegraphic   Rates,  Reduction   proposed, 
I  Mar.  1,  1428. 

i  Hamilton-Burgh  Bill 

j  c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354 


Gwyrfei  Rural  District  Council  Water  \  J^&M^£?eli>    "*    ***** 


Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  501. 

Committed,  Feb.  :7,  1182. 

Habital  Inebriates 
See  Inebriates. 

Hague  Conference 

See  Peace  Conference. 
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Tramways  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  %Q,  551. 

1r.*  Feb.  21,101. 

2R.*  Feb.  27,  1197. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb JX 
341. 

Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company4Bill 

/.  In.*  Mar.  2,  1509. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  % 
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T,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  W.— Secretary  to  the  (  Hanbury,  Bt.  Hon.  R.  W.—  mit. 
'rtasury  [Preston] 

.  Examiners  in  Elementary  Schools 
-Compensation  for  Loss  of  Office,  Feb. 
9,390. 

>le  Communication 

Eastern  Telegraph  Company — Subsi- 
dies, Amount  of,  etc.,  Feb.  27,  1219. 

Liverpool  and  United   States  Cable 
Communication,  Delays  in,  Feb.  15,  I 
92.  , 

St.  Helena  and  Cape  Town  and  St. 
Helena  and  Ascension  Cable  Routes 
—Explanation,  Mar.  2,  1589.  | 

urity  Commissioners,  Reduction  in 
lumbers,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  865. 

il  Servants — Medical  Examination  of 
llerks  on  promotion  to  Second  Division, 
?eb.  16,  221. 

rernment  Property — Contribution  in 
eu  of  Rates,  Feb.  22,  863. 

rernment  Workmen's  Pensions,  Deduc- 
ions  from  Wages,  Feb.  20,  576. 

itorical  Manuscripts  Commission — 
louse  of  Lords1  Reports,  Feb.  22,  811. 

use  of  Lords  Officers,  Feb.  23,  946. 

»h  Questions 

Arran  Stone  Forts- -Vested  in  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
Feb.  Hi,  231.  j 

Athleague  Postal  Arrangements,  Feb.  s 
15, 95.  j 

Clonmel  Post  Office  -  -  Purchaae  of  | 
Site  for  New  Buildings,  Feb.  10,  ■ 
384. 

Holyhead,  Larne  and  Stranraer  j 
Routes,  Irregularity  in  Service,  etc.,  | 
Feb.  26,232. 

Longford.  i 

Post  Office,  Lighting  outside,  Feb.  , 

Hi,  233.  i 

Postmen,  Hours  of  Duty,  Feb.  19,  ; 

383,  Feb.  27,  12JJ. 

Lurgan    Post    Office— Site    for    New 

Building,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  94.  ' 

Omagh  New  Post  Office,  Plans,  Ten-  | 

ders,  etc.,  Feb.  Hi,  230 


Savings  Banks,  Applications  to  London  , 
for  Withdrawals,  Feb.  22,  812. 

Stradone  Post  Office,  Feb.  15,  94. 

Stranner  and  Larne  Mails,  Delays  i 
and  Unpunctuality,  Feb.  Iff,  384.        j 

Tullvhogue  Arrangements,  Feb.  27,  \ 
1221. 

naica  Fruit  Trade-  Contract  for  Con- 
eyance  by  Line  of  Steamers,  Mar.  1, 
1446.  i 

jht  Railways  in  Highlands  of  Scot-  | 
and — Treasury  Grant  Proposed,  Feb.  15,  \ 
Y2. 

reels — Insurance  of  Parcels,  to  Cape  I 
Colony,  Mar.  2,  1529.  I 

st  Office  Employds 
Manchester   Town    Postmen  —  Good 

Conduct  Stripes,  etc;.,  Mar.  1,  1446. 
Notifying  infectious  diseases  at  home, 

Enforced  Absence  on  Sick   Leave, 

Feb.  16,  229. 


Post  Office  Employes — eont. 

Organisations,    Official     Recognition^ 

Feb.  22,  810. 
Postmen's  Fines  for  later  Attendances, 

Mar.  2,  1528. 
Rural  Postmen  and  Bank  Holidays, 

Feb.  23,  937. 
Sorting    Clerks'    Examination    Rule,. 

Feb.  22,  937. 

Postage  Stamps,  Number  and  Cost,  etc., 
Refusing  information  to  Members  of 
Pailiament,  Feb.  23,  936 ;  Mar.  >,  1530. 

Press  Telegrams,  Transmission  of — Report 
of  Departmental  Committee,  Feb.  27, 
1219. 

Privy  Council  Office— Salary  of  Registrar, 
etc.,  Feb.  22,  865,  866. 

Queen's  Gate  Post  Office.  Proposal  to- 
erect,  Mar.  1, 1447. 

Savings  Banks,  Deficiencies,  etc.,  Mar.  2, 
1594. 

Scotch  Questions 

Edinburgh  Parcel  Sorters,  Promotion 
to  be  Postmen— Wages  and  Boots 
Allowance,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  575. 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Sale  of  Crownw 
Rights,  Mar.  2,  1533. 

Telegraph  Communication,  Break-' 
down  of  Wires,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  809. 

South  African  War 

Post  Office  Volunteers  at  the  Front — 
Balance  of  Pay  Paying  to  autho- 
rised Representatives,  Feb.  19,  370. 

Postal  Charges  on  Gifts  and  Letters 
to  Troops  at  the  Front,  Feb.  15,  74 ; 
Feb.  16,  222 ;  Feb.  26,  1087. 

Telegrams — Unicode   for    Telegrams- 
for  Soldiers  at  the  Front,  Mar.  19 
1421. 
Telegraphists 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

Holiday    Regulations,  iJtJfcrr.    2r 
1531. 

Promotions,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  385. 

Liverpool  Female  Telegraphists  — 
Memorial,  Feb.  22,  811. 

Telephone  Service 

Clare,  West,  establishing  Trunk  Line, 
proposed,  Mar.  1, 1447. 

Flintshire,  establishment  of  Trunk. 
Lines,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  813. 

Post  Office  Expenditure  on—  Progress- 
of  Contracts,  etc. ,  Mar.  /,  1445. 

Telephoning      ( 'ableprams     received 
after  Business  Hours,  etc.,  Feb.  22r 
812. 
Treasury  Chest  Fund,  Mar.  2, 1590. 

Weather  Forecasts,  Telegraphing  to  Post 
Offices  in  Country  Districts,  proposed, 
Feb.  23,  938. 

Welshpool    Telegraphic,  AxiaxqgsmMBfcfr — 
Report  oi  \tm\\x\t>',  Mar.  l,\tA&» 
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Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  E.  W.— cpnt. ,     .  {  Hayden,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Roscommon,  South] 

West  Indian  Mails,  Delay  in  Deliver}" —  ' 


44  Tagus,"  Mar.  2,  1529. 

Whisky  in  Bond — Liability  of  Owners  to  i 
pay  Excise  Duty  on  Dehciency,  Feb.  20, 

Harbours  ' 

See  Piers  and  Harbours. 

Harcourt,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V  (Monmouth-  . 

shire,  W.) 

Estimates,  Date  of   Presenting,  Feb.  22,  , 
820. 

Jameson  Raid,   Re-opening  Inquiry,  pro- 

S>sed  —  Relationship   of    the    Colonial  ! 
ftice  and  the  Colonial    Secretary    to 
the  Conspiracy,  Feb.  20,  644.  i 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2R.,  Mar. 
/,  1395,  1397,  1400,  1401. 

Harris,  Dr.,  and  the  Jameson  Eaid 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Proposal 
for  Re-opening  Inquiry,  Feb.  20 ,  621, 
022,  638,  647,  659,  678.  ' 

I 
Harris,  Lord 

Isolation  Hospitals  (Amendment)  Bill,  2r., 
Feb.  15,  8. 

Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
215.  i 

Harwood,  Mr.  G  [Bolton] 

Boer  Spies— Arrest  of  Yeomen  on  Charge 
of  being  Spies,  Mar.  1,  1416. 

Haalett,  Sir  J.  [Belfast,  N.] 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2k.,  Feb. 
21,  721,  722, 725. 

Hastings  Corporation  Bill  I 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  551.  ' 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  1 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  551. 

Hastings  Tramway  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  1,  1408.  i 

Haulbowline  Dock  > 

Naval  Vessels,  Repair  of,  Equipping  Dock 
for— Ca«e  of  the  "  Pinemorc,    etc. 


Army  Clothing  Department,  Establish-' 
ment  of  Branch  in  Ireland,  proposal, 
Feb.  22,  926. 

Athleague  Postal  Arrangements,  Feb.  15, 
94. 

Irish  Census— Legislation,  Feb.  22,  814. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  Ireland — Appli- 
cations to  London  for  withdrawals,  Feb. 
22,  811. 

•  Prayers  for  Soldiers  at  the  Front — Roman 
Catholic  Soldiers,  Feb.  22,  78a 

South  African  War— Protest,  Feb.  16, 
300. 


Hazell,  Mr.  W   [Leicester] 

Coventry  Churchyard  Monument,  Objec- 
tions to,  by  Rev.  S.  Turner,  Mar.  1, 


1438. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Amend- 
ment  1 " "" 
19,  391. 


king 
of  In 


ment  Bill,   Date  of  Introduction,  Feb. 


Small  Dwellings  [Acquisition  of  Owner- 
ship] Act,  Mar.  1,  1432. 

Strand  Union  Workhouse,  Application 
for  Relief  Refused,  Case  of  Esther 
Terry.  Feb.  19,  380. 

Heaton,  Mr-  H.  [Canterbury] 

Parcels-  Insurance  of  Parcels  to  Cape 
Colony,  Mar.  2,  1529. 

Postage  Stamps — Number  and  Cost  of 
Postage  Stamps  supplied  to  Post  Office, 
Feb.  2.1,  936— Refusing  information  to 
Mem  Iters,  Mar.  2,  1529. 

Postal  Charges  on  Gifts  to  Troops  at  the 
Front,  Feb.  :$i,  1087. 

Hedderwick,     Mr.      T.     0.     H.    [Wick 
Burghs] 

Business  of  the  House — Companies  Bill. 
Feb.  20,  594. 

Morocco — Reported  French  Occupation  of 
Tafilet,  Mar.  1,  1431. 

Persia — Russian  Loan 

Attitude  of  British  Government,  M 
27,  1213. 

Pacing  off  the  Regie    Loan,  Option 

given    to    British    Government  of 

guaranteeing  New    Loan,  Mar.  U 

1430. 

Voluntary      Subscriptions       to     Church 

Schools,   Mar.  1,  1437. 


Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A. 
ney,  Feb.  22,  779. 

Hawksley  Correspondence 


Mr.  Macart- 


Re-opening  Inquiry  into  Jamenon  Raid  I 
proposed— Motion  (Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas),  i 
Feb.  20,  599.  ! 


Helmets 

I  Middlesex   Regiment  sent  out  to  South 

|  Africa  with  black  Helmets 

,  Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

I  Feb.  27,  1206. 


Stolen     Documents  —  Purchased  by  Dr. 
Leyds,  etc. 
O.  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Feb.  20,  641. 


Hemel  Hempstead  Corporation  (Water) 

Bill 

|  /.  2R.*  Feb.  10,  194. 

i  Committed,  Feb.  23, 911. 
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[Hem— Hon 


Hemphill,  Serjeant  [Tyrone,  N.J 

Arran  Stone  Forts— Vested  in  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works,  Feb.  16, 
231. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r„  Feb. 
21,  758,  769. 

Heroism,  Deeds  of  j 

Commemorating  in  Elementary  Schools      ! 

Q.   Mr.   Orr-Ewing;    A.    Mr.    A.  G.  i 

Murray,  Feb.  19,  371. 


Hetford  House 

Completion  of  Alterations,  Opening  to  the 
Public,  etc. 
Q.    Sir   A.    Rollit;  A.    Mr.    Akere-    Hobhonse,  Mr.  H  [Somerset,  East] 
Douglas,  Feb.  22, 861.  .         Yeomanry,    Embarkation   of,   for   South 

|      .       Africa,  Feb.  15,  71. 
Hickman,  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton,  W.] 


Hoare,  Mr.  E.  B.  [Hampstead] 

West  Indian  Mails,  Delay  in  Delivery— 
Tagm  Mail  Steamer,  Mar.  2,  1528. 

Hoare,  Sir  S.  [Norwich] 

Business  of  the  House — Friday  Sittings, 
Short  Day  Sitting,  proposed,  Feb.  15, 
111. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  Regulations — 
Norfolk  Chamber  of  Agriculture  Reso- 
lution, Feb,  15,  88. 

Naval  Reserve — Off-shore  Fishermen,  etc., 
Feb.  27,  1278. 


) 


Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  2k.,  Feb.  28, 
1329,  1332,  1339. 

Hicks-Beach,  Sir  M.  , 

See  Beach. 

High  Court  i 

See  Law  Courts. 

High  Treason  j 

Du  Plessis,  M.  Barend,  Arrest  of— Inquiry  ! 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham-  I 

berlain,  Feb.  16,  219.  I 

Higham  Ferrars  Water  Bill  I 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  M,  104.  j 

Committed,  M  23,  911.  j 

Highflyer,"  H.M.S. 

Comparative  Trials  with  Minerva 

09.  Mr.   Allan,  Feb.   26,   1161;  Mr. 
Goschen,   1172;    Col.  Denny,  Feb. 
27,  1272 ;  Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  1283. 
/ 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland 
J  Deer  Forest*,  See  tliat  Title.  | 

!  Harbour  Work*  —  Grant   by   Congested 

}  District  Hoard                                   I 

/  Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

)  Feb.  20, 581.                                          s 

Light  Railways— Treasury  Grant 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb. 
15,92. 

Poultry    Breeding  —  Congested    District 
Board  Facilities 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  19,  382. 

Hiogo  and  Usaka 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2. 


Historical  Manuscripts  j 

House  of  Lord  /  H«>jM>rt 

Copy  for  the  House  of  Commons  | 

Qs.  Mr.  Crilly,  Sir  J.  Maclure ;  i 
A*.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  22,  811. 
Copy  Ordered  to  be  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  Feb.  22, 
766.    776  —  Copy   commuicated, 
Feb.  23,  912. 
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Hogan,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Tipperary,  Mid] 

Australian  Federation— Commonwealth 
Bill,  etc.,  Division  of  Western  Australia, 
Feb.  20,  572. 

Cable  Communication  between  Cape  and 
Australia  —  Eastern  Extension  Tele- 
graph Company's  Proposal,  Protest 
against,  by  Canada  and  New  Zealand, 
Mar  1,  1424. 

Cocoa-Keeling  Islands,  Landing  station 
leased  to  Eastern  Extension  Company, 
alleged,  Feb.  20,  573. 

Hutton's,  Major-General,  Resignation  of 
Canadian  Command,  Reasons  for,  Feb. 
20,  661. 

Samoa— Future  governing  arrangements, 
etc.,  Feb.  27,  1215. 

Holland 

Germany  and  Holland — Alliance  between 
— German  Anticipations 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Feb.  16,  223. 

Effect  on  Balance  of  Naval  Power  in 
Europe 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26,  1145. 

Menace  to  (treat  Britain 

O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  19,  421. 

Holland,  Mr.  W.  H  [York.,  W.R.,  Rother- 
ham] 

Patriotic  Fund  Administration,  etc.— Con- 
stitution of  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
Feb.  70,  555. 

Holyhead 

Mail  Senice  to  Ireland,  Irregularities  — 
Returns 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  16,  232. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State-Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 
Under  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  J.  Colling*. 

Hong  Kong 

Naval  Worka— Co\rj  <A  Wk&.  ^tobboXr^ 
Mar.  1,  \4\0. 
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Feb.  lb— Mar.  2. 

Hooley's,  Mr.,  Estate,  Winding  Up  ;  House  of  Lords— cant. 

Q.  Mr.  Flower  ;  A.  Mr.    Ritchie,  Feb.  26,  Offices— Salaries  of  Officials,  etc. 

1095.  I  Os.  Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  G.  Bo*I 

Mr.  Han  bury,  Feb.  23,  946. 
Horse  Artillery  Black  ^ 

Keduction  in  Numbers— Artillery  Changes  I  Os.  Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  Hanbai 

in  1887,  See  Anny— Artillery.  '  Feb.  23,  946. 

Horses 


Standing     Committee  —  Nomination 
Chairman  and  Members,  Feb.  15,  3. 

Household  Cavalry 


Household  Cavalry 

0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb.  15,40. 

Pink  Eye  Outbreak,  Sec  that  Title.             '  Horses                                                   m 

n      ,           ,  ,T           .      »    t     j   t     w      '  *>•  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Fcb.lo,\ 

Purchase  of  Horses  in  Ireland  by  War  ,,  .,           ,,            ,      .,   ....           .    . 

Office  I  niform— Proposed    Abolition     of    t 

Q.  Mr.   P.   O'Brien ;  A.   Mr.  Wynd-  j  £uir?f8^     j           .    m*     nr     ik. 

ham,    Feb.    20,   565;    0.    Captain1  ^>.  Sir  B.  Gurdon;  .4.  Mr.  A\yndh» 

Donelan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  ,  *<*•  -W,  222. 
**' 926*                                    •     !  Houses  of  Parliament 

Houldsworth,  Sir  W.  [Manchester,  N. W.]     |  L~fr^e^-  ™J.  General  M 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2k.,  J/ar.  /,  '  ^  worthy,  ifar.  /,  1433. 

o     ..     **•         «-        />,              i       x   i.l  Members    Serving     in     South    Afrio 

South  African   \\  ar— t  ommands  at  the  \  Address  for  Return  [Col.  Milward),  / 

Front,  Feb.  U,  762.                                     ,  ^  776. 

1  ~-» 

House  of  Emmons  i  Houflin^  of  ^  W6rking  0*^ 

Business  of  the  Hou.e                                   .  ^                      Allotment  Gardens,  c 

C*.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Mr.  '  Ixmdon  County  Council  Genera)  Po* 

J.  Redmond,  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  As.  j^  g^  tnafc  'fitle.     ^ 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Feb.  19,  392.  Qs.  Mr.  D. 
A.  Thomas,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
Hedderwick,  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.   J. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Clashes  Act*  1* 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Feb.  22,  838. 

Redmond,  Mr.  G.  Bowles;'^*.  Mr.  '  lR.*  841. 

A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  20, 593.  !  .  x_      __    ..        _.  %„ 

,«    i    a    •  *    •    ©    -j  <r  4i     r>      !  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  JP* 

Clerk  Assistant — Residence  off  the  Pre-  i  ment  Bill 

mises,  Objections  to  _  A      .  T  t     ,     .. 

0.  Mr.  Channing,  .Fed.  3T,  947.  Date  of  Introduction 

,™    *      «.,*.*».  i  mi.'  <?•  Mr-  Hazell  ;   A.  Mr.    A.    J  ! 

Clerk  of  the  House  s  Residence,  Taking  fourj  Feb.  19,  391. 

over  to  provide  Additional  Accom-  I  .*    .,.        ~  ,     '    J-« 

modation  for  Ministers  '         Petition,  Fc*.  *0>  553. 

De^7in  Coinmitu*  of  SupPly'  Feb-  >  Houston  Steamship  Co. 

ZJ> ***'•                                                 I  Contracts   for     Conveyance   of      Tr« 

Indicators  of  Deliat  es  Mules,  etc. ,  to  South  Africa —  Pr 

Lobby  ence  given  to,  alleged 

Q.    Mr.     Rutherford;    A.     Mr.  ^\¥rAW5^;itu1fc-?0liel?Ii 

Akers-Douglas,  Feb.  20,  582.       I  l^™°'„  ^Mr'  ?*  >V *  ££'  ^ 

,    .    „                                        !  1268 ;  Mr.  Macartney,  1292. 
Strangers   Gallery 

Q.  Sir  B.  Maple ;  A.  Mr.  Akers-  i  Howell,  Mr.  W.  T.  (Denbigh  Boroughs) 

Douglas,  Mar.  1,  1436.                 ,  Stores  and  Supplies-Condemned  St 

Tea  or  Newsnaper  Room  Publishing  Names  of  Contractors 

Qs.  Mr.  Moon,  Mr.  C.  Williams  ;  Officers  Responsible  for,  Feb.  23,  92 
A.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Feb.  Jo,  \ 

M-  •  Howorth,  Sir  H.  [Salford,  South] 

Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Koon»   Com-  |  Hird  Mr    Murder  of  at  Hantry,  Ma 

mittee,  Appointed,  Feb.  20, 700.  l535  J 

Lorenzo    Marques,    English    Consul 
House  Of  Lords  Transit  of  Recruits,  Stores,  etc.,  int 

Historical  Manuscripts  Transvaal,  Mar.  1,  1412. 

Volume  for  the  House  of  Commons       !         s°«th  Kensington  Museum    Purcha 
Qs.   Mr.  Crilly,  Sir  T.   Ma-  ;  Objects  of  Art,  Authority  RespoE 

dure  ;    A.   Mr.    Hanbury,  !  for»  •*-.  Mar-  *>  1437- 

Feb.  22,  811.  | 

Copy  Communicated  to  the  House    Hozier,  Mr.  J.  H.  C.  [Lanark,  South] 
of  Commons,  Feb.  22,  766,  776 ;  '         Army     Commissions  —  Scotch      P 
Feb.  23,  912.  I  Schools,  Feb.  S2%  792. 
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[Hud-Ind 


addersfield  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
e.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

ughes,  Col.  E.  [Wooiwich] 

London  County  <3ouncil  (General  Powers) 
BUI,  2r.,  Feb.  .W,  1069. 


[nil 


Smallpox  Epidemic 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Knowles  ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Mar.  1,  H32. 


Lnmiliation,  Day  of  , 

See  South  African  War— Day  of  Humilia-  j 
tion. 

Enssars 

Glencoe  Battle,  HusNirn  taken  Prisoners 
at — Lack    of    Military  Knowledge 
alleged,  Boer  Statements 
O.  Mr.  B.  Roherts,  Feb.  19,  411. 

[lit  Tax  i 

British    Central     Africa— Cost    of    Col-  i 

lection,  Form  of  Payment,  etc.  , 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  I 

26,  1093.  , 

lutton,  Major-General 

Resignation  of  Canadian  Command  and  | 
Employment  in  South  Africa 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.   Mr.   Wvndham, 
Feb.  20,  :*\\. 

Syde  Park 

Police  Barracks— Rebuilding,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Schwann ;    A.    Mr.   Akers- 
Douglas,  Mar.   ?,  1531. 

Ofracombe  Improvement  Bill 
C.2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Imperial  Defence 

See  Defence  of  the  Empire. 


Imschenetzky's  Uralite  Patent  Bill 
/.2R.*  Feb.  22,  766. 

Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  19, 

341. 

Income  Tax 

Exemptions  from— Superannuation  Funds 
Q.  Mr.  H.  P.  Pease ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Mar.  2,  1530. 

;  " Ind6pendance  Beige" 

Hawksley  Correspondence 

j  References   to,    in    Debate    on    the 

Proposal  of  Re-opening  Inquiry  into 
the  Jameson  Raid,  Feb.  20, 599,  607, 
630,641.644. 


India 


imperial  Institute 

rnraent    tafc 
Arrangements   for  future  wortcing 


Government    taking     over     Buildings —  ' 
Arrangements   for  future  workii 
of  the  Institute,  etc. 


Q.  SirM.  Bhownaggree  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  «f. 
Balfour,  Feb.  19,  391. 

mperial  Expansion 

See  Expansion  of  the  Empire. 

imperial  Volunteers 

See  Volunteers. 

[mperial  Yeomanry 
See  Yeomanry. 

[mprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Court 
See  Contempt  of  Court. 
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Secretary  of  State — Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton 

Army 

Artillery  —  Howitzer   Guns,    Quick- 
firing  Attachment,  etc. 
Q.    Major   Rasch;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  23,  927. 

Native  Troops  serving  out  of  India — 
Expenses,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  15,  57  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Buchanan ;  As.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  lt  1428,  1429. 
Bombay,  Sw  that  Title. 

British  Indians  in  the  Transvaal,  Exjpelled 
on  Outbreak  of  Hostilities — 
Forcible  Deportation  to  India,  etc., 
alleged 
Qs.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  As.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  20,  560;  Feb.  $6, 
1094. 

Calcutta,    Bishop     of — Jurisdiction   over 
Scottish  Presbyterian  Chaplains 
Q.    Sir   M.    Stewart;   A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1429. 

England's  Militai 
0.  Mr.  A.  J. 


Ifour,  Feb.  16,  253. 

Famine 

Area     Affected, 
Relief,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  25,  927. 

Berar— Labour  Test  etc. 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1427. 

Deaths,  Number  of— Fortnightly  Re- 
turns 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  22,  801. 

Grant    from    British    Treasury,  pro- 
posed 
Qs.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn,  Mr.  W. 
Redmond  ;  As.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Feb.  15,  89. 

Land  Revenue  Remissions 

Qs.  SirW.  Wedderburn;^*.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  22,  802; 
Mar.  1,  1427. 

Loan,  Guaranteeing  to  India 

Q.  Sir  Yr.NV«StafaQORk%  A.Y*s^ 
G.  RaraStafe,  Feb.  «ft,%ft\. 


Arrangements  for 
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Tfoflifl. — cent. 

Frontier  Military  Operations,    See    S 
heading  North-West  Frontier. 


Sub- 


Frontier  Question — Movement  of  Russian 
Troops  towards  the  Frontier,  See  Title 
Afghanistan. 

Land  Revenue  Remissions,  See  Sub-heading 
Famine. 

Military  Fund—  Rate  of  Exchange 

Q.  SirS.  King  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
Mar.  1,  1425. 

North-West  Frontier— Contemplated  Mili- 
tary Operations 
Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts;    A.    Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1426. 


Inspectors  of  Factories. 

See  Factories  and  Workshops. 


Insurance  of  Parcels. 
Cape  Colony,  Parcels  to 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ; 
Mar.  2,  1529. 


.-I.  Mr.  H anbury, 


Intermediate  Education 

Ireland,  See  Education— Irish  Question^ 


Invasion  of  Great  Britain 

Home    Defences,    Sre    Defences   of  the 
Empire. 
Plague  at  Bombay — Number  of  Deaths,  j 

Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts  ;    A.    Lord  G.    Inventions 
Hamilton,  Feb.  28,  927.  I         War  Office,  Examination  by — Precautions 


Russian  Consulate-General,  Establishment 

of,  at  Bombay 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.    Mr.    Brodrick 

Feb.   19,  374  ;    Q.     Mr.    Provand ; 

A.     Mr.    A.   J.    Balfour,  Feb.  26, 

1110. 
Russian  and  Indian  Railways,  Connecting 

— Appointment  of  Committee 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil-  J 

ton,  Feb.  22,  802.  Inqueste 


inst  Pirating 
Q.  Tkfr.    Weir;    A. 
Feb.  23,  925. 


Mr.   Wyndham, 


Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  16, 194. 
Committed,  Feb.  2:1  911. 


Telegraphic  Rates— Reduction  proposed 
Qs.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn,  Sir  M.  Bhow- 
naggree  ;   As.  Lord  G.    Hamilton, 
Mar.  1,  1427. 

Indicator  of  Debates 
.. ;.,  See  House  of  Commons. 

Industrial  Schools 

Scotland — Transferring  Control  to  Scottish 
Office 
Q..  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  22,  799. 

Inebriate  Reformatories 

St.  Joseph's  Reformatory,  Ashford— Regu-  J 
;  lations  for  Management  Presented,  Feb. 
16,  196,  217. 

Inebriates  Acts 

Petition  .for  Alteration  of  Law,  Feb.  16, 
216. 

Inebriates  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill. 

/.  2R.,  Feb.  19,  350. 
-     Com.*  Feb.  20,503. 

3R.*  Feb.  22,  773.  ; 

I 

Infantry  Officers. 

Conditions  of  Rejoining 

Q.   Mr.    Lyttelton;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2, 1522. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Post  Office  Officials  Reporting  Outbreaks  | 
at  home-  Enforced  absence  on  Sick  i 
Leave. 
Q.  Six  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  , 
Feb.  16, 229. 
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Coroners    viewing     Bodies*  —  Consulting 
Coroners'  Opinions 
Q.  Mr-  J.  Wilson  :  Sir  M*  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  22,  800. 

j 

i  International  Law 

'         See  Titles  Contraband  of  War,  Delago* 

I  Bay,  Paris,  Declaration  of,  &c. 

i 
Ireland 

Lord  Lieutenant — Earl  Cadogan 

Chief   Secretary— Right   Hon.   G.  W. 
Balfour 

Attorney  General — Right   Hon.  J.  At- 
kinson 
Solicitor  General— Mr.  D.  P.  Barton 
Vice-President  of  the.  Agricultural  Dt- 
partment—  Right  H011.H.C.  Plunkett 

Agricultural  Department 

Gill,  Mr.— Appointment  as  Secretary, 
Plan  of  Campaign  and  Mr.  Gill- 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  the 
Evicted  Tenant*  Bill,  Ft).  H* 
716,  717,  737,  738,  739. 

Salary,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Lonsdale;   A.  Mr. 
Plunkett,  Feb.  20,  590. 
Model      Farms      and      Agricultural 
Schools,   Establishment  of,  i» 
the  North  of  Ireland 
Qs.     Mr.    S.     Young,    Mr.   A. 
O'Connor;    A.   Mr.    Plunkett, 
Feb.  22,  818. 
Science  and  Art  Department,  Trans- 
ferring Control — Resolution  of 
Dublin  Municipal  Council 
(J.  Mr.  Field:  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Feb.  IS,  101. 
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Agricultural  Grants—  Lrban  District*,  Ex-  \ 
tension    of     Provisions     of     l^ocal  ; 
Government 
Q.  dipt.    Donelan ;  ,1.  Mr.  Atkinson,  ; 
Feb.  15,  98. 

Altmore-  Tenant  Fanners'  Grievances 
Q.  Mr.    Doogan  ;   A.   Mr.   Atkinson,  . 
Feb.  15,  97. 

Annaly  Estate,  Purchase  of  Holdings 

Qs.  Mr.  .J.  P.  Farrell ;  Ah.  Mr.  Atkin-  i 
son,  Feb.  15,  99 ;  Feb.  I'J,  388 ;  i 
Feb.  ,'0,  589 ;  Feb.  #>,  1104. 

Army 

Cantoris,  Local  Contract** 

(J.    Mr.    Flynn ;    A.   Mr.   .J.   P. 
Williams,  Feb.  15,  79;  u.  ('apt. .. 
Donelan ;      A.      Mr.      J.      P. 
Wiliams,  Feb.  :>!,  795. 

Clothing  Department,  Establishment 
or  Branch  in  Ireland,  Sngges-  i 
tion 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.   Wvnd- 
ham,  Feb.  22,  926. 

Contracts— Forage,  Provisions,  Cloth- 
ing, etc.,    Expenditure  in  Ire- 
land 
o.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Feb.  W,287. 

Enniskillen  Barracks— Reconsidering 
Decision     to     remove    Head- 
quarters from  Enniskillen 
Q.    Mr.  Archdale;    A.  Mr.  J.  P.' 
Williams,  Mar.  /,  1423. 

Arran  Stone  Forts — Vested  in  the  Com-  ■ 
missioners  of  Public  Works 
Q.  Serjeant  Hemphill  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  W,  231. 

Assizes — Civic  Dignitaries  omitted   from 
New  Commissions 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Captain  Donelan, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  J.  Redmond ; 
Ah.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  JO,  587. 

Athbov    Me<lical    Officer,     Absence    of— 
Engagement  and   Payment  of  Sub- 
stitute 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  ./.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  1,  1448. 

Athleague  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
Feb.  15,  94. 

Belfast— For  collective  heading  See   Bel- 
fast, 

Belmullet    Union    Clerk    --Coui]ieiisatioii 
for  diminution  of  Salary 
Q.   Mr.    Tullv  ;    A.    Mr.    Atkinson,. 
Feb.  15,  99.' 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Bird,  Mr.  W.,  Murder  of 

(fs.  Mr.  W.  Johnstone.  Captain 
Donelan,  Mr.  .J.  Redmond;  Am. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  *;,  1107:  o. 
Mr.  W.Johnstone;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  J?,  1222;  Qh.  Sir  II. 
Howorth,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien.  Capt. 
Donelan:  Ah.  Mr.  Atkinson, Mnr.  /, 
1535. 
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Butler's  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  Jfj,  1103. 

Census  Tak  ing  in  1 90 1 — Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;   A.   Mr.   Atkinson. 
Feb.  ^,814. 

Chute's,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Estate,  Castleisland  - 
Purchase  of   Holdings,  Completion 
of  Sale 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  :  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
15,  96. 
Committals  for  Trial — Returns  Presented, 
Feb.  10,  217  ;  Feb.  10,  342. 

Connaught  —  Land    purchased    by    Con- 
gested  Districts  Board,  in  Striped 
and  Unstri]>ed  Areas,  Return 
V.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.    Atkinson. 
Feb.  >3.  939. 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish  -For  Collective 
heading,  bee  ( 'onstabulary . 

Contempt  of  Court,  Imprisonment  for 
Kavanagh,  Patrick,  Case  of 

Q.    M.    J.    O'Connor;     .4.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  J7,  1224. 
Returns  Presented,  Feb.  19,  357  ;  Feb. 

>1,  703. 
Kyan,  Ellen,  Case  of 

Qs.    Mr.   J.    O'Connor,    Mr.    P. 
O'Brien  ;    As.    Mr.    Atkinson. 
Mar.  J,  1534. 
Convicts    and    Prisoners— Offering    Free 
Pan  I  on  on  Condition  of  Enlistment 
for  Service  at  the  Front,  alleged 
Oh.  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  466 ;  Feb.  J». 
562. 
County     Cess— Relief     to     Rate-payers. 
Tenants  purchasing  Holdings  tbi-.. 
o.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  J;i,  939. 

Creagh  Estate,  Tenants'  Application  for 
Purchase  —       -   b*- 

y.  Mr-  Flvnn  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, Feb. 
!.i,  940. 
Derry,  Public   Appointments  in  -  Roman 
Catholic  and  Nationalist  Claims 
y.  Mr.  A.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson. 
Feb.  JO,  233. 
Dogs   -Rabies  Returns 

y.    Dr.   Tanner:    A.    Mr.    Atkinson. 
Mnr.  ?,  1533. 

Down,    County,    Appeal    Cases— Raising 
Rents  fixed  by  Court  Valuers,  etc. 
V-'Mr-  Daly;  -I.  Mr.:  Atkinson,  Feb. 
10,  234. 

DowniMitrick  and  the  South  African  War-  - 
Alleged  Disloyalty  -e 

y.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mt.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  19,  370. 

Dublin      Police  —  Alleged      Compulsory 
Volunteering  for  Service  in  South 
Africa 
n.    Mr.   P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  1,  1420. 
DuiiKuunon  School  Estate  Rents,  Appli- 
•  •  cation  for  F'air  Rents  . 

y.  Mr.    Doogan  ;   A.    Mr.    Atkinson. 
Feb.  J7,  1221. 
Kd  mat  ion — Fox    V<A\k»£\n«  \\«*&\w^  &w. 
rVlucaYuui. 
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Ireland — cont.  i 

Ennis  Market  Tolls 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin-  ' 
son,  Feb.  15,  100. 

Enniskillen  Barracks— Reconsidering  De-  i 

cision  to  remove  Headquarters  from  ' 

Enniskillen  ' 

Q.    Mr.     Archdale;    A.    Mr.  J.    P. 

Williams,  Mar.  1,  1423.  ' 

Estimates,  See  Title  Supply. 

Evictions  in  West  Cavan  ! 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  27,  1221. 
Fair  Rents— For  collective  heading,  See  \ 
Land  Commission. 

Foot  and  Mouth    Disease    Regulations — 
Importation  of  Cattle  into  Ireland    i 
Q.   Mr.  Archdale ;  A.  Mr.   Plunkett,  | 
Feb.  26,  1107. 

Four    Roads,  Roscommon,  Mails — Delay 
in  Delivery 
V-    Mr.    Haydeii :  A.   Mr.    Hanbury, 
Feb.  15,  94 

<iosford's,  Earl  of,   Estates— Appeals    to 
the  Chief  Commissioner's  Court 

Q.  Mr.  M'Cartar. :  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  20,  584. 

•Grand  Jurors,  Diilieulty  of  obtaining  since 
Passing  of  Local  Government  Act, 
alleged 
Q.  Mr.     J.      P.      Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb  19,  387. 

Haul  bowline    Dock,      Repairing     Naval 
Vessels,  Equipping  Dock  for— Case 
of  the  Phumort,  etc. 
Q.      Mr.      P.       O'Brien;    A.      Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  n,  779. 

Holyhead,  Larne  and  Stranraer  Routes. 
Irregularity  in  Sen  ice 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore  ;    A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  16,  232. 

Horses 

Pink  Eye  Outbreak— I  in  i>ortation  of 
Foreign  Hor*e* 
Q.     Mr.     P.     O'Brien:     A.    Mr. 
Plunkett,  Feb.  :o,  590. 

Purchase  of,  for  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  2u,  505 :  Q.  Capt. 
Donelan  ;  .4 .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  23,  926. 

Intermediate  Education— Proposed  Legis- 
lation 
Q.  Capt.  Dor  elan  :  A.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  19,  389. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  National 
Schools 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  940 ;  iL>.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ; 
A.  Mr.  Atkin.-on,  Ftb.  ft?,  1103;  A. 
Mr.  M'Cartan  :  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  1,  1449.  ? 

Judicial  Appointments— Politics  of  .Judges 
appointed 
Qs.  Mr.  Daly,  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Frh.  l.l,  101. 

Judicial   Rents— For    collective  headings 
See  Land  Commission. 

4$ 


Ireland— wnt. 

Kerry  Railway  Guarantee  Rates— Relief 
Qs.  Mr.    Flavin  ;  As.  Mr.   Atkinson, 
Feb.  16,  235 ;  Feb.  20,  589. 

Labourers1  Cottages 

Baltinglass  District  Council  Scheme 
Q.    Mr.    J.   O'Connor;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson.  Feb.  27,  1223. 

Boyle  Union — Delay  in  issuing  Pro- 
visional Order,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.Tullv;  A.  Mr.  Atkin 
fon,  Feb.  *19,  389. 

Longford  Inquirv 

Q.    Mr.    J/ P.    Farrell;  A. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  20, 588. 

Land  Commission — For  collective  heading 
£eefcLand  Commission. 

Leitrim  Land  Appeals 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :  .1.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1106. 

Lights  Board,  Reconstruction  proposal 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1104. 

Local  Government  Act,  1898 

Amendment  of  Act — Date  of  Intro- 
duction 
Q.  Mr.    J.  P.  Farrell  ;    A.   Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  22,  817. 

Relief    to    Ratepayers — Purchase  of 
Holdings  by  Tenants 
Q.   Mr.   J.    P.  Farrell :   A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  23,  939. 

Local    <Jovernment     Election    Petitions 
Publishing    Notes  of    Evidence  &< 
Parliamentary  Paper,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.   MacNeUl ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin 
son,  Feb.  19,  386. 

Local    Government    Registers  -  Time  al- 
lowed to  Clerks  of   the  Peace  for 
Collecting  and  printing  Notices  of 
!  Objections 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  938. 

Longford— See  that  Title. 

Lurgan  Post  Office— New  Building.  Sit*. 
1  etc. 

Q.  Mr.   M'Cartan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
i  Feb.  15,  94. 

!         Mail  Service— For    collective    heading* 
See  Mail  Service. 
Mayo,   Co.,    Extra   Police   in— Number, 
Cost,  etc. 
I  Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  :  A.    Mr.  Atkinson. 

j  Feb.  20,  585. 

I  Militia— See  that  Title. 

Mountjoy  Station,  Closing 
I  Q.  Mr.  Murnaghan;  A.  Mr.   Kit*, 

j  Feb.  16,  230. 

I  Newblws    Court   House,    Holding  Party 

meetings  in 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin^n, 
Mar.  1,  1450. 
O'Brien,  Mr.    M.— Attendance  at  BelM 
Land  Commission  Sittings 
Q.  Mr.  Daly  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  M 
16,  234. 
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Ogilby's  Estate — Raising  Kent  on  Tenants, 
Improvements 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  22,  818. 

Omagh      New     Post      Office  —  Plans, 
Tenders,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Mnrnaghan ;    A.    Mr.   Han- 
bury,  Feb.  16,  230. 

Pharmacy  Acts — Orders  in  Council  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  27,  1201  ;  Mar.  1,  1360. 

Plan  of  Campaign  —  Debate  on  the 
Evicted  Tenants  [Ireland]  Bill,  Feb. 
21,  705. 

Poor  Law  Unions 

Contribution  to  National  Education 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  26,  1105. 

Grants 

Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  27,  1222. 

Portadown,  Reported  Riots  at 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  2,  1536.  ; 

Poet  Office  Questions  -For  collective 
heading,  See  Post  Office — Irish  Ques- 
tions. 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks — Applications 
to  London  for  Withdrawals  ] 

Q.   Mr.  Hayden ;  A.   Mr.   Han  bury, 
Feb.  22,  812.  | 

Queenstown— Embarcation  of  Troops  for  j 
South  Africa,  Neglect   to   Provide 
Food  before  Embarcation,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.    Flynn ;    A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  221. 

Railway  Commissioners'  Sittings — Num- 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  16, 
229. 

Railway  Amalgamation  Bills 

Agricultural  Department 

Q.    Mr.    P.    O'Brien;     A.    Mr. 
Plunkett,  Feb.  22,  942.  I 

Board  of  Works  I 

Q.    Mr.     P.    O'Brien ;    A.    Mr.  | 

Atkinson,  Mar.  lp  1451.  j 

Hate  Receipt  Books  and  Demand  Notes  j 

— Column    Showing   Sanitary   Ex-  | 

penses  > 

0.    Mr.    Tully;   A.    Mr.    Atkinson, 

Feb.  22,  817.  j 

Ratepayers,  Relief  of— Tenants  purchas-  ■ 
ing  Holdings  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  23,  939.  | 

Representative  Peers,  See  that  Title.  ' 

Roscommon  Magistracy,  Disqualification 
of  Local  Magistrates,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Tully;    A.   Mr.    Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  100. 
Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  (Non-con- 
gested Districts),  Account*  Presented, 
Feb.  19,  343,  357. 
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Seditious  Circulars,  Circulation  in  Dublin 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  66. 

Shamrock,  Irish  Troops  in  South  Africa, 
Permission  to  Wear  Shamrock  on 
St.  Patrick  s  Day 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  20,  562. 

Shillelagh     Union,    Night     Nurse     for 
Infirmary  —  Refusal    to    Sanction 
Appointment  of  Untrained  Nurse 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  22,  815. 

South  African  War 

Expenditure,  Protest  against — Money 
Wanted  in  Ireland 
0.   Mr.  W.   Redmond,    Feb.   19, 
403. 

Irish  Nationalist  Monitors,  sympathy 
with  the  Boers 
See  Title,  South  African  War. 
Militia,  See  that  Title. 

Widows   and    Orphans    of    Soldiers 
Seeking  Outdoor  Relief 
Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  469 ;  Mr. 
Wyndham,      477;      Mr.      P. 
O'Brien,  486. 

Stradone  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.   Han- 
bury,  Feb.  15,  93. 

Supply,  See  that  Title. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act,  1877, 
Compensation  Allowances  —  Treasury 
Minute  Presented,  Feb.  16,  196, 217. 

Telephone    Service,    Establishing   Trunk 
Line  in  West  Clare,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  Jf,  1447. 

Tobacco  Cultivation— Repeal  of  Acts  pro- 
hibiting 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond ;   A.    Sir  R. 
Webster,  Mar.  1,  1451. 

Tullyhogue  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.   Mr.   Doogan  ;  A.   Mr.    H anbury, 
Feb.  27,  1220. 

Turljary  Rights-Sir  W.  Style's  Estate 
Q.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor;^.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  19,  388. 

Union   School   Teachers  —  Disparity   o* 
Income 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb 
15,  96. 

United  Irish  League— Establishment  of 
Branch  at  Bantry 
Qs.   Mr.  W.  Johnston,  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond,   Capt.     Donelan ;    As.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  26,  1107. 

Urban  Authorities — Borrowing  Powers 
Qr.  Mr.  Sbee,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  20,  586. 

Urban    Districts  —  Agricultural    Grants, 
Extension  of   Provisions  of   Local 
Government  Act 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson 
Feb.  15,9*. 
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Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey — Supple- 
mentary Vote  for,  Feb.  22 \  866. 

Volunteers — Ireland  deprived  of  privilege 
of  forming  Volunteer  Corps 
O.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Feb.  16,  287. 

Yeomanry    Horsemanship  tests — alleged 
fatality  at  Belfast 
A.   Mr.  M'Cartan;  A.    Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  15,  71. 

Irish  Militia 
See  Militia. 

Island  of  Lewis 

See  Lewis,  Island  of. 

Isolation  Hospitals  [Amendment]  Bill 

/.  2R.  Feb.  15,  6 
Com.  Feb.  16,  214 
3R.  Feb.  20,  503 

Italy 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2. 

Jam  Factories 

Amendment  of  Factory  Acts — Statement 
(Sir  M.  W.  Ridley),  3tfar.  2,  1540. 

Jamaica 

Fruit  Trade — Contract  for  Conveyance  of 
Fruit  by  L:ne  of  Steamers 
Q.  Sir  J.  Savory  ;  A.  Mr.   Han  bury, 
Mar.  1,  1446. 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord 

Money-lending  Bill,  2r.  Feb.  22,  767. 

Jameson  Raid 

Cause   of   the    War    in    South     Africa, 
alleged 
0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Feb.  19, 400, 463. 

German  Official  warning  Her  Majesty's 
Government 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.   A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  20,  558. 

Newton,  Mr.,  and  Sir  G.  Bower — Govern- 
ment Appointments 
Qs.  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  Mr.  Bayley ;  As. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Feb.  19,  363. 

Re-opening  Inquiry,  Proposed  —  Rela- 
tionship of  the  Colonial  Office  and  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  the  Conspiracy. 
Motion  [Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas]  Feb.  20,  599. 

Japan 

Consular  and  Marriage  Fees — Orders  in 
Council  Presented,  Feb.  15,  3,  55. 

Naval  Powers — Great  Britain  and  Japan, 
Two  Power  Standard  and  the  Coali- 
tion of  European  Naval  Powers — 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2. 

Jarrow  and  Hebbern  Electricity  Supply 
Bill 
Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  27, 
1184. 
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Jeffreys,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Hants,  N.] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  the  Regular  ana  Auxi- 
liary Forces— Government  Proposals, 
Feb.  6,  260. 

Transport  Service— Embarkation  of  the 
Eighth  Division,  Feb.  15,  68 ;  Mar.  /, 
1413. 

Jessel,  Captain  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  S.] 
Field  Glasses  for   the  Troops  in  South 
Africa — Recouping    Officers    providing 
Glasses  for  Non-commissioned  Officer? 
and  Men,  Feb.  20,  562. 

Metropolitan  Police  Magistrates,  Absence 
through  Illness— Deputies,  Mar.  lt  144a 

Militia — Government  Measures,  Deputy 
Lieutenants  encouraging  Enlistment, 
Feb.  20,  571. 

Yeomanry     and     Volunteer    Permanent 
!  Staff,  Replacing  Members  at  the  Front, 

i  Feb.  20, 569.  ! 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  S.] 

I         Belfast  Lough,  Training  Ship  for,  Mar.  I 
1565. 

'         Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Bantry,  Feb.  37, 
1222. 

United  Irish  League,   Institution  of 
Branch  at  Bantry,  Feb.  26, 1107. 
Derry,  Public   Appointments  in— Roman 
Catholic  and  Nationalist  Claims,  Ftb. 
10,233. 

Downpatrick  Disloyalty — British  Reran* 
in  South  Africa,  Feb*.  19,  370. 

Militia—Irish  Regiments,  Volunteering 
Service  for  Garrison  Duty,  etc.,  Feb.  £t 
785. 

Seditious  Circulars — Circulation  in  Dub- 
lin, Feb.  15,  66. 

South  African  War— Day  of  Humiliation 
and  Prayer,  Feb.  15,  58 ;  Feb.  9, 358. 


;  Johnston,  Sir  H. 

I         Views  on  Uganda  and  its  Administration 
0.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  22,  878, 882L 

Joicey,  Sir  J.  [Durham,  Chester-le-StraetJ 
Mines  [Eight  Hours]  Bill,  2b.,  Feb.  ifc 
1309,  1319, 1326  1327,  1328. 


Joint  Stock  Companies 

Share  Transfers  and  the  Stamp  Act  of 
1891 
Q.   Mr.   Marks;   A.   Sir  M.  Hid* 
Beach,  Mar.  1,  1437. 

Typewritten  Resolutions  under  Cornpank* 
Act,   1862— Registrar   refusing  to 
receive 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  F* 
19,  378. 

Juba  Expedition 

Thurston's,  Major,  Account  of 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  FA  £?,86fc 
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es,  Ireland 

'olitics  of  Judges  appointed 

Qs.  Mr.  Daly,  Captain  Doneian  ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  15,  101. 

rial  Bents 

'ee  Land  Commission,  Ireland. 

re,  Ireland 

Mfficulty  of  Obtaining  since  Passing  of 
Local  Government  Act,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin 
son,  Feb.  19,  387. 

'ayment  of  Jurors— Petition,  Feb.  20,  554, 

uiagh,  Patrick 

m  prison  men  t  of,  for  Contempt  of  Court. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr.   Atkin 

son,  Feb.  27,  1224. 

Shuttleworth.    Bight  Hon.   Sir   TJ. 
[Lancashire,  Clitheroe] 

Marines'  Grievances,  Afar.  1,  1484. 

?aval  Prisons,  Increase  in  Expenditure, 
etc.  Afar.  2,  1568. 

Javy  Estimates— First  Lord's  Statement, 
Feb.  26,  132. 

[For  subjects  discussed,  See  Navy.] 

•ley,  Mr.  H.  £.  [Devonport] 
darineV  Grievances,  Mar.  1,  1481. 

favy— First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 
1159. 

'atriotic  Fund. 

Commission — Pensions    and  Retiring 

Allowances,  Feb.  15,  77. 
Constitution  of  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
Feb.  19,  359. 

'lyraouth   Rifle  Ranges,  Sites  for,  etc., 

Mar.  2,  1571. 
Shipwrights'  Apprentices,  etc,  Mar.  1, 1505. 
Hips  for  Shipbuilding,  Mar.  2,  1570. 


tailway  Guarantee  Rates — Relief 

Qs.   Mr.  Flavin ;   As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  16,  235  ;  Feb.  20,  589. 

rick,  Mr.  W.  [Surrey,  Epsom]. 
Waterloo    and    City    Railway— Inferior 

Management  and  Accommodation,  Mar. 

1,  1443. 

winy 

And  Sub-Commission  Sittings 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  1,  1450. 

I 

'artan  Kilts   for    the   London    Scottish 
Rifles  Volunteers,  Expenses 
Q.  Mr.   Wason ;   A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  220. 

WT,  Mr.  H.  [Wandsworth] 
ounty  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2r,  Feb.  26,  1073. 

[nnicipal  Trading — Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee, Feb.  19,  390> 


Kimber,  Mr.  TL—cont. 

National  Gallery,  Extension  and  Protec- 
tion from  Fire,  Feb.  19,  376. 

Norman  French,  Use  of,  in  Royal  Assents 
to  Acts  of  Parliament,  Mar.  1,  1453. 

Redistribution  Bill,  Feb.  26,  1109. 

Telephones,  Post  Office  Expenditure  on — 
Progress  of  Contracts,  etc,  Mar.  lf  1445. 

Trafalgar  Square,  Clearing  Snow  away, 
Feb.  19,  376. 

Typewriting  and  Printing  —  Companies 
Act,  1862,  Feb.  19, 378. 

Kimberley,  Earl  of 

Compulsory  Military  Service  —  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  539. 

Indian  Frontier— Movement  of  Russian 
Troops,  etc,  Feb.  1.5,  43. 

Soudan— Responsibilities  of  Reconquest, 
etc,  Feb.  15,  44. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organi- 
sation of  Regular  and  Auxiliary  Forces, 
Government  Proposals  —  Inadequate 
Proposals,  Feb.  15,  42. 

Volunteers 

Further    Calling   up  of   Volunteer- 
suggested,  Mar.  1,  1359. 

Rejectment    of,   after    Purchase   of 
Equipment,  Feb.  15,  11. 

King,  Sir  8.  [Hull,  Central] 

Bengal,  Bombay  and  Madras  Military 
Fund— Rate  of  Exchange,  Mar.  i,  1495. 

King's  County  Militia 

Volunteering  for  Service  in  South  Africa 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham 
Feb.  27,  1206 

King's  Own  Lancaster  Regiment 

First  Battalion,  Removal  to  England,  pro 
posed,  etc 
Q.   General  Laurie;  A.   Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Feb.  27,  1209 

King's  Royal  Rifles 

First  Cadet  Battalion — Issuing  Lee-Met- 
ford  Rifles  for  Full  Establishment 
Q.   Mr.  L.  Knowles;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1422 

Kings  Court,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Bill 

e.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  354. 

Kingston-upon-Thaines  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  16,  194 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Kingston -upon-Thames  Gas  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  502. 
Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

Kinloch,  Sir  J.  [Perthshire,  E.] 

Rifle  Practice  and  Gun  LioMvra^  Fdb.  lfc, 
226. 
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Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Booms 

Appointment  of  Committee,  Feb.  20,  700. 

Knowles,  Mr.  L.  [Salford,  W.] 

Cadet  Battalion  King's  Royal  Rifles- 
Issuing  Lee  -  Metford  Rifles  for  full 
Establishment,  proposed,  Mar.  1,  1422. 

Census— Military  Statistics,  Mar.  1,  1433. 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  28, 
1338. 

Smallpox  Epidemic  at  Hull,  Mar.  1,  1432. 

Knutsford,  Viscount 

Isolation  Hospitals  (Amendment)  Bill,2R., 
Feb.  15,  9. 

Patriotic  Fund  and  the  Crimean  Widows, 
Feb.  16,  211. 

Labouchere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  22,  823. 

Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  23,  978,  979. 

Jameson  Raid,  Re-opening  Inquiry,  pro- 
posed —  Relationship  of  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the 
Conspiracy,  Feb.  20,  674,  681. 

Mauritius — Misconduct  of  British  South 
African  Rifles,  Feb.  22,  906. 

Uganda,  Administration — Expenditure  on 
Soudan,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  893. 

Labour 

Fair  Wage  Clause,  Government  Con- 
tracts, etc.,  See  Fair  Wage  Clause. 

Statistics    and    Diagrams    Compiled    for 
Paris   Exhibition  by  the  Board  of 
Trade 
0.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Feb.  23,  1021. 

Underground     Work,     Employment     of 
Children — Raising  Age  Limit 
Q.  Mr.  Gray;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb. 
10,  221. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Baltinglass  District  Council  Scheme 

Q.  Mr.   J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  27,  1223. 

Boyle  Union — Delayin  Issuing  Provisional 
Order,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
19,  389. 

Longford  Inquiry 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  20,  688. 

Ladysmith,  Belief  of 

See  South  African  War. 

Lagos  Natives 

Treatment  of,  at  Fernando  Po 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  2,  1526. 

Lambeth  Water  Bill 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  16. 
215. 
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Lamington,  Lord 

Colonies,  Including  the  Colonies  in  the 
re-arrangement  of  the  Military  System, 
Feb.  15,  36. 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government- 
Inadequate  Military  Proposals,  etc, 
Feb.  15,  35. 

Lamps  and  Oils 

Legislation,  See  Petroleum. 

Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast 
Railway  Bill 
e.  2R*  Feb.  26,  1060. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  J(i, 
551. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill 
c.  2r*  Mar.  1,  1373. 

Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board  Bill 

/.  2R*  Feb.  16,  194. 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  912. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Bill 
c.  2R*  Feb.  28,  1301. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  US, 
912. 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of 

Chancellor — Right  Hon.  Lord  James 
of  Hereford 

Account  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Presented,  Feb.  19,  342,  357. 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill 
c.  2R*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Land 

Coloured  Persons  acquiring  and   owning 
Land    in    the  South    African  Re- 
publics 
Q.  Mr.  Drage ;   A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  15,  80. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland,  For- 
chases  in  Connaught— Striped  aod 
Unstriped  Areas.  Return 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  939 ;  Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A. 
Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb.  25,  1108. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 
— Local  Authorities,  Powers  of 
Acquiring  Land  outside  Jurisdic- 
tion 
Os.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Sir  W.  Foster.  M 
22,  840. 

Valuation  of  Lands  and  Heritages,  Scot- 
lam  I — Deer  Forests  Returns 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  27,  1225. 

Land  Charges  Bill 

/.  Com.*  Feb,  22,  773. 
Rep.*  Feb.  26,  1056. 
3R*  Feb  27,  1183. 

Land  Commission,  Ireland 

Altmore — Tenant  Farmers'  Grievances 
Q.   Mr.  Doogan;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  97. 

[eont. 


Vol.  79.] 


SESSION   1900. 
Feb.  15— Mar.  2. 


[Lan— Law 


and  Commission,  Ireland— eont. 

Annaly  Estate 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  19,  388  ;  Feb.  20,  689  ; 
Feb.  22,  815. 

Belfast 

Fair  Rent  Appeals,  Number  of  Rents 
Raised,  etc., 
Qs.  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  Flavin ;  A. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  16,  95  ;  Q. 
Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  22,  814. 

O'Brien,    Mr.    M.  —  Attendance    at 
Sittings 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  16,  234. 

Butler's,  W.,  Estate-^Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1103. 

Cavan  County— Fair  Rent  Appeals,  Num- 
ber of  Cases,  Date  of  Sitting,  etc., 
Q.  Mr.  J.   Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  22,  816. 

Chute's,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Estate— Purchase  of 
Holdings,  Completion  of  Sale 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, Feb. 
15,  96. 

Creagh  Estate — Tenants  Application  for 
Purchase 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
23,  940. 

Donegal    County — Sittings  of   Sub-Com- 
missioners 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  2,  1535. 

Down    County,    Appeal    Cases — Raising 
Rents  Fixed  ny  Court  Valuers,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
16.2M. 

Dungannon    School    Estate— Application 
for  Fair  Rent 
Q.   Mr.  Doogan ;    A.  Mr.   Atkinson, 
Feb.  27,  1221. 

Gosford's,  Earl  of,  Estate 

Qs.  Mr.  M'Cartan  ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  97  ;  Feb.  20,  584. 

Judicial  Rents,  Returns  Presented,  Feb.  27, 
1201  ;  Mar.  1,  1350. 

Kilkenny  Sittings 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  1,  1450. 

Leitrim  Appeals 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1106. 

Longford  Appeals 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  \  106 ;  .Feo.  £7,  1223. 

Ogilby's  Estate 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Ycung;  A  Mr.  Atkinson, 
i<e/>.  22,  818. 

Style's,  Sir  W.  Estate— Rights  of  Turbary 
Q.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor;    A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, /V6.  19,  388. 

Land  Dedication  Bill 
c.  1B.#  JPfeft.  *J,  920. 
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Land  Forces 

Number  of— Army  Estimates,  Feb.  15, 134. 

Land  Warfare 

Naval  Brigade  in  Land  Warfare,  Objec- 
tions to 
Colomb,  Sir  J.,  on,  Mar.  1,  1459 
Goschen,  Mr.,  on,  Mar.  1,  1491. 

Lansdowne,  Marquis  of— Secretary  of  State 
for  War 

Compulsory  Military  Service  —  Militia 
Ballot,  Feb.  15,  37  ;  Feb.  20,  523. 

Employment  of  Retired  Soldiers  and 
Sailors — Technical  Instruction,  Feb.  26 ; 
1054. 

Militia 

Franchise  Question — Militia  in  South 

Africa,  Feb.  19,  352. 
Fraudulent  Enlistment,  Feb.  15,  52. 
Officers— Granting  Temporary  Rank 
to  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers,  Super- 
seding Militia  Officers,  Feb.  19,  351. 
Patriotic  Fund— Application  and  Admi- 
nistration, etc,  Feb.  16,  212. 

Rifle  Ranges 

Expenditure   on  —  Closing   of    Rifle 

Ranges,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  347. 
Miniature  Ranges,  Establishment  of, 

for    Volunteers    and    Militiamen, 

Mar.  1, 1365,  1372. 

Royal  Garrison  Artillery,  Armament  Pay, 

Feb.  26,  1057. 
Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisation 

of   the  Regular  and    Military  Forces, 

Government     Proposals  —  Inadequate 

Proposals,  Feb.  15,  37. 

Volunteers 

Equipment  Expenses,  Voluntary  Sub- 
scription, etc.,  Mar.  1,  1358. 

Further  Calling  up  suggested,  Mar,  1, 
1356. 

Rejectment  of.  after  Purchase  of 
Equipment,  Feb.  15,  11. 

Wounded  Soldiers  from  the  Front,  Treat- 
ment of,  on  leaving  Netley  Hospital, 
Feb.  26,  1058. 

Latchmere  Allotments 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Laundries 

Amendment  of  the  Factory  Acts— State- 
ment (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley),  Mar.  29  1540. 

Laurie,   General    J.    W.   (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) 

Expanding  Bullets,  Use  of,  by  the  Boers, 
Mar.  1,  1415. 

King's  Own  Lancaster  Regiment  at  Sin- 
ore,  Removal  to  England,  proposed, 
.  27,  1209. 

Law  Courts 

Court  of  Appeal,  State  of  Business 

Q.  Sir  R.  T.  Reid  ;   A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  27, 1225. 
Supreme  Ccsuxt  oi  ^^\csXjk»t--^*«&^ 
and  fcxpen&Vtw>,  Feb.  S6 A^*A^*V 
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Lawson,  Mr.  O.  [York,  N.R.,  Thirsk] 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government — 
Strength  of  Militia,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  274. 

Militia     Sergeant    Majors    as    Warrant 
Officers,  Feb.  15,  76. 

Owen  Jones's  Charity,  Feb.  22,  800. 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth] 
Licensing  Exemption,  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment Bill,  Mar.  1,  1433. 

Liquor,  Sale  of  within  the  Precincts  of  the 
House,  Feb.  20,  700. 

South  African  War,  Feb  19,  421. 

Pro-Boer  Meeting   at    Exeter    Hall, 
disturbances,  Mar.  2,  1624. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Arbitration,  Special  Rules,  etc. 

Amendment  of  Factory  Acts,  State- 
ment (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley),  Mar.  2, 
1639. 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  Feb.  23, 983. 

Doulton,  Messrs. — Prosecution,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Tennant;    A.    Sir   M.    W. 

Ridley,   Mar.    1,   1441— Debate   in 

Committee  of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  983. 

Mi n ton,    Messrs.  —  Prosecution,    etc.  — 

•  Debate  in  Commitee  of  Supply,  Feb.  23, 

983. 

Pottery  for  Government  Offices— Use  of 
Leadless  Glaze 
Q.   Mr.    M'Kenna;   A.    Mr.    Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  20,  682. 

Lee  Conservancy  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifles 

Defective  Sights 

0.  Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  16,  308. 

Lee-Metford  Rifles 

Cadet    Battalion,    King's   Own    Rifles — 
Issuing   Rifles  for  Full  Establish- 
ment, proposed 
Q.   Mr.    L.   Knowles ;  A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1422. 

Leinster  Militia 

Volunteering  for  Foreign  Service — alleged 
Compulsory  Volunteering 
Qs.   Mr.  D.   Sullivan,  Mr.   W.  Red- 
mond  ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  22, 
785. 

Leith  Burgh  Provisional  Order  Bill 
/.  In.*  Feb.  16,  195. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  discharged, 
Feb.  26,  1042. 

Standing  Orders  not  Applicable,  Feb.  23, 
909. 

Leitrim 

Land  Appeals 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1106. 

Long,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Patent  Oftce,  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
Working  of,  etc,  Feb.  20, 579. 
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Long,  Sir  J.—  eont. 

Press  Messages,  Transmission  of— Report 
of  Departmental  Committee,  Feb.  27, 
1218. 

Savings  Bank  System— Legislation,  ¥&. 
15,  81. 

Telegraphic  Communication  with  Scot- 
land, Breakdown  of  Wires,  etc,  Feb.  Q 
808. 

Letters 

Mail  Service,  See  that  Title. 
Soldiers'  Letters  at  the  Front,  See  South 
African  War. 

Leven  and  Melville,  Earl  of 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government- 
Inadequate .  Proposals,  etc,  Feb.  15,  Si 

Rifle  Shooting— Establishment  of  Short 
Range  Shooting  Galleries,  proposed, 
Mar.  1,  1362. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Fisherman's     Dwellings  —  Progress    of 
Scheme  for  erection 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Moray, 
Feb.  15,  87. 
Free  Church  Presbytery  Resolution  again* 
Sunday  Trawling 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  15,  88. 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughsl 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  lfL,  Feb.  IS, 
395. 

Flintshire  Telephone  Service— EstabBah- 
ment  of  Trunk  Line,  etc,  Feb.  22, 812. 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  2R.,  Feb.  8, 
1303,  1322, 1341. 

Secondary  Education  Bill — Date  of  Intro- 
duction, Feb.  23,  943. 

South  African  War— Officers*  Equipment, 
Purchase  of  Uniforms  which  cannot  be 
used  on  Active  Service,  Feb.  20,  5GJL 

Leyds,  Dr. 

Hawksley  Correspondence,  Purchase  of 
Stolen  Documents — Statement  (Mr. 
Chamberlain),  Feb.  20,  641. 

Liberal  Party 

Attitude  towards  the  South  African  War 
0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Feb.  IS,  4AL 

Libraries 

Public  Libraries  BUI,  See  that  Title. 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Sale)  (Soot- 
land)  Bill 

Petition,  Feb.  21,  702. 

Licensing  Acts  Amendment    (Scotlmd) 
c.  1*.*  Feb.  16,  238. 

Licensing  Exemption  (Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment) Bill 
Q.  Sir  W.  Lawson ;  A.  Gen.  GoMsworthy, 
Afar.  A  1433. 
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Lichfield,  Earl  of 

Isolation  Hospitals  (Amendment)  Bill, 
2B,  Feb.  15,  6  ;  3R,  Feb.  20,  503. 

Light  Railways 

Highlands  of  Scotland— Treasury  Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb. 
15,  92. 

Scotland— Complaints  with  reference    to 
the  Administration  of  the  Act  in 
Aberdeenshire,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.    Buchanan  ;   Feb.  23,   1020 ; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  1023. 

Lighthouses 

Private  Telegraphic  Communication  with 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M« Arthur :  A.  Mr.  Ritchie 
Feb.  15,  85. 

Lights  Board,  Ireland 

Reconstruction — Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb,  26,  1104. 

Limerick 

Harbour  Board  and  the  Railway  Amalga- 
mation Bills 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  1,  1451. 

Lincoln  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
/.2R.*  Feb.  16,19*. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Linoleum 

Navy  Contracts 

Q.  Mr.  Dalziel ;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Feb.  27,  1212. 
Os.  Mr.  Dalziel,  Feb.  27,    1277; 
Mr.  Macartney,  Feb.  27,  1291. 

Liquid  Fuel 

Advantages  of,  etc. 

0.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Feb.  27,  1247. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  Bill 
Petition,  Feb.  20,  553. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws 

Alcoholic  Beverages — Statement  of  Pro- 
duction and  Consumption  in  Europe, 
United  States,  and  British  Colonies 
Presented,  Feb.  15,  56. 

Brewers'  Licences  —  Return  Presented, 
Feb.  22, 776. 

Houses  of  Parliament  Exemption  Bill 
Q.  Sir  W.  Lawson;  A.  Gen.  Golds- 
worthy,  Mar.  1,  1433. 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Sale)  (Scot- 
land) Bill— Petition,  Feb.  21,  702. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liauor  on  Sunday 
Bill  and  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquor  to 
Children  Bill,  See  those  Titles. 
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Liverpool 

Attitude  towards  the  Lancashire  Electric 
Powers  Bill,  See  Lancashire  Electric 
Powers  Bill. 

Cable    Communication,    Delay    between 
Liverpool  and  the  United  States 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M'Arthu* ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  15,  92. 

Female  Telegraphists — Petition 

Q.  Mr.   M'Ghee;  A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
Feb.  22,  81 1*. 

Liverpool  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Railway  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  26,  1042. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  22, 
765. 

Llandrindod  Wells  Water  Bill 

Petition  referred  to  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders,  Mar.  2,  1518. 

Standing  Orders  not  complied  with,  Mar. 
2,  1510. 

Llewelyn,  Sir  J.  D.  [Swansea  Town] 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r,  Mar. 
7,1406. 

Lloyd-George,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon] 

Patriotic  Fund  Administration— Constitu- 
tion of  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Feb.  20, 
556. 
South  African  Crisis— President  Steyn 
and  Sir  A.  Milner,  ••  Garbling  important 
Telegrams"  by  Sir  A.  Milner,  alleged, 
Mar.  2,  1579,  1587. 

Loans 

Colonies,  See  that  Title. 

Foreign  Countries,  See  their  Names. 

Ireland— Urban    Authorities    Borrowing 
Powers 
Qs.  Mr.  Shee,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  20,  586. 

Local  Loans  Fund,  Repayments,  Supple- 
mentary Vote  for,  Mar.  2, 1594. 

Local  Authorities 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 

— Local       Authorities      Acquiring 

Land  Outside  Jurisdiction  Difficulty 

Os.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb.  22,  839  ;  Sir  W. 

Foster,  840. 

Local  Authorities  Officers'  Superannuation 
Bill 
c  In.*  Feb.  itf.237. 

Petitions,  Feb.  19,  355  ;  Feb.  20,  553  ;  Feb. 
21,  702  ;  Feb.  22,  775  ;  Feb.  23,  913 ; 
Feb.  26,  1081 ;  Feb.  27,  1199 ;  Feb. 
28, 1381  ;  Mar.  1, 1409 ;  Mar.  2, 1518. 

Local  Government  Acts 

Municipal  Councils,  Transferring  Powers 
of  Overseers  to, 
Q.  Mr.   Allsopp;  \A.    Mx.  CtasfeNsa^ 
Feb.  23,  W\. 
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Local  Government  Board  j 

President— Right  Hon.  H.  Chaplin.       | 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Mr.  T.  W.  ! 
Russell 

Contract — Fair  Wage  Clause,  Return 
Q.    Sir  C.    Dilke;    A.    Sir  M.    W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  23,  929. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act 

Election  Petitions  —  Notes  of  Evidence, 
Publishing  as  Parliamentary  Paper, 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  19,  S86.  | 

Relief  of  Ratepayers  I 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin-  i 
son,  Feb.  23,  939. 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  . 

Amendment  Bill  ( 

c.  1R.#  Mar.  2,  1539.  | 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin-  f 

eon,  Feb.  22,  817.  | 

Local  Taxation 

Government  Property,  See  that  Title. 

Ground  Rents  (Taxation  by  Local  Autho- 
rities)- Petition,  Feb.  22,  774. 

Irish  Tenants  Purchasing  Holdings  under 
Local  Government  Act 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  939. 

Kerry  Railway  Guarantee  Rates 
See  Title  Kerry. 

Rating  of  Woodlands,  See  that  Title. 

Lockwood  Col.  A.  [Essex,  Epping] 

Education  Department  Reorganisation— 
New  Board  of  Education,  etc. 

Assignment  of  Functions  without  re- 
gard to  Privilege  of  Parliament, 
Feb.  23,  934. 

Consultative  Committee  —  Financial 
Arrangements,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  935. 

Secondary  Education  Department1 
Establishment  of  —  Additional 
Terms  of  Reference  to  Depart- 
mental Committee,  Feb.  22,  803. 

Technology,  Placing  on  equality  with 
Science  and  Art,  Feb.  23,  934. 

Locusts 

Cyprus— Locust  Destruction  Fund  Part 
Appropriation  Law,  1898,  Petition  for 
Redress  of  Grievances,  Mar.  2,  1518. 

Loder,  Mr.  G.  W.  £.  [Brighton] 

Oyster  Fisheries — Legislation,  Feb.  15,  89. 

Logue  Cardinal 

Monaghan  Militia — Case  of  Duffy 

Os.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Feb.  16,  286 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  304. 

London 

Deaths  from  Starvation,  or  Accelerated 
by  Privation— Address  for  Return 
(Mr.  Talbot),  Mar.  2, 1627. 
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London— com. 

Government    Property — Return  Ordered 
(Sir  A.  Rollit),  Feb.  23,  917. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 
— Acquiring  Land  outside  Juriadic 
tion  Difficulty 
Os.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb.  22,  839 ;  Sir  W. 
Foster,  840. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way  Bill 

/.  2r.#  Feb.  20,  502. 

Committed,  Feb.  27, 1182. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  IS, 
193. 

London  Cab  Radius 

Proposed  Alterations 

Qs.   Mr.  W.   Redmond,  Mr.  Lough; 
As.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  1, 1439. 

London     County    Council    [Compulsory 
Purchase  of  Land]  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  365. 

London  County  Council  [General  Powen] 
Bill 
c.  2R.  Feb.  26,  1060. 

London  County  Council  [Improvements! 
Bill 
c.2b.  Mar.  1,1401. 

London     County    Council     [Spitalflelds 
Market]  Bill 
c.2&*  Feb.  19,  355. 

London  County  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill 
c.  Ordered,  Feb.  15,  53. 

1R.*  Feb.  16,  216. 
Standing  Orders    Complied    with,  Feb. 
^,5,  1. 

London  Docks 

Amalgamation  of  Companies  Bill— Select 
Committee  Proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Lough  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  FA. 
20,  579. 

London  Government  Act 

Mayors  and  Aldermen— Borough  Qualifi- 
cation 
Q.  Mr.  Whitmore  ;  A.  Sir  R. Webstar, 
Feb.  22,  813. 
New   London    Boroughs,    Parliamentary 
Division,  etc 
Q.   Captain  Norton ;   A.  Mr.  A.  J- 
Balfour,  Feb.  20 %  593. 
Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  FA.& 
775. 

London  Hydraulic  Power  Company  Bui 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  22,  766. 

Committed,  Mar.  1, 1349. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  19 

341. 
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London  Scottish  Rifle  Volunteers 
Tartan  Kilts— Expenses 

Q.  Mr.  Wason;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  220. 

London  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  502. 
Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  26,  1080. 
1r.#  Feb.  27, 1197. 

London  University 

Act  of  1898— Regulations  Presented,  Mar. 
1,  1350,  1410. 

By- Election — New  Member  Sworn,  Feb. 
15,  103. 

Statutes  Presented,  Feb.  16,  195, 217. 

London  University  College 

Physiological     Laboratory,    Government 
Inspector's  Visits  to— Mr.  Lloyd's 
Experiments 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  26,  1098. 

London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 
Petition,  Mar.  2,  1518. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
215. 

Long,  Ool.  C.  W.  [Evesham] 

Military  Measures  of  the  Government, 
Feb.  15,  143. 

South  African  War— Policy  of  the  War, 
etc.,  Feb.  15, 142. 

Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.— President  of  Board 
of  Agriculture  [Liverpool,  West  Derby] 

Dogs,  Conveyance  of  by  Railway — 
Accommodation,  Disinfection  of  Lock- 
ers, etc,  Feb.  23,  933. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  Regulations, 
Feb.  27,  1216 ;  Mar.  1,  1434  ;  Mar. 
2,  1532. 

Movement  of  Cattle,  in  Scheduled 
Districts—Modified  Order,  Feb.  23, 
933. 

Longford 

Annaly  Estate,  See  that  Title. 

Labourers  Act — Inquiry 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  20,  588. 

Land  Appeals 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  26,  1106 ;  Feb.  27,  1223. 

Post  Office— Lighting  Outside 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  16,  232. 
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Longford— cont. 

Postmen— Hours  of  Duty 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :  As.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  19,  383;  Feb.  27,  1220. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid] 

Agricultural  Department,  Ireland — Ap- 
pointment of  Secretary,  Salary,  etc., 
Feb.  20,  590. 

Lord  Advocate 

Right  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Lord  Chancellor 
Earl  of  Halsbury. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England 
Lord  Russell  of  Killowen. 


Lord  Privy  Seal 

Viscount  Cross. 

Lorenzo  Marques 

Delagoa  Bay  Contraband  of  War,  &c.,  See 

those  Titles. 
English  Consul  at — Transit  of  Recruits, 
Stores,  etc.,  into  Transvaal 
Q.  Sir  H.  Howorth  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  1,  1412. 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Bill, 
2R.  Mar.  2,  1515. 

Army  Supplementary  Estimates — Publish- 
ing Details  of  Expenditure,  Feb.  16,  73. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  2b., 
Feb.  27,  1189. 

London  Boroughs  under  London  Divisions, 
etc.,  Feb,  20,  593. 

London  Cab  Radius,  Proposed  alterations, 
Mar.  1,  1439. 

London  Docks  Amalgamation  of  Com- 
panies— Select  Committee,  Proposal, 
Feb.  20,  579. 

South  African  War 

Cape  Colony,  Disloyalty  in,  Feb.  15, 
59. 

Cost  of  the  War,  etc.,  Feb.  16, 263. 

Native  Districts,  Feb.  20,  558. 

War  News,  publication  of,  etc.,  Feb. 
15,  73. 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  1, 
1408. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  2,  1511. 

Louth  Militia 

Compulsory  Volunteering,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  63. 


Lowestoft  Railway  Bill 
C.2R.*  Feb.  19,^5. 
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Lowther,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Kent,  Thanet] 

Army  Contracts,  Defective  Stores  for 
South  Africa— Return,  Names  of  Con- 
tractors, etc.,  Feb.  %7,  1202. 

Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  26,  1110. 

Jameson  Raid,  Re-opening  Inquiry  pro- 
posed— Relationship  of  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the 
Conspiracy,  Feb.  20,  683. 

Stores  for  South  Africa,  publishing  names 
of  Officers  and  Contractors  responsible 
for  Inferior  Stores,  Feb.  23,  924. 

Lowther,   Et.   Hon.   J.    W.— Chairman   of 
Committees  [Cumberland,  Penrith] 

Closure  of  Debate—  Point  of  Order,  Feb. 
16,334. 

Supply  —  Discussions  in    Committee   of 
Supply  out  of  Order,  Feb.  22,  881. 

British  South  African  Rifles  in  Mau- 
ritius, Feb.  22,  905,  906. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Appointment  of  the  Patriotic  Fund 
Committee,  Feb.  23,  981,  982. 

Home  Office  and  Her  Majesty's 
Judges,  Feb.  23,  992. 

Items  not  included  in  Votes,  Feb.  23, 
979,  980. 

Ministers  in  Charge  of  Votes  Calling 
attention  to  discussions  out  of  order 
— Respective  Functions  of  Chairmen 
and  Ministers,  Feb.  22,  904. 

Seamen's  Grievances,  Feb.  22,  996. 

Loyd,  Mr.  A.  K.  [Berks,  Abingdon] 

Agricutural  Labourers,  Extending  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  to — Insurance 
Premiums  to  Farmers,  Feb.  20,  577. 

Rifle  Clubs— Inland  Revenue  Gun 
Licences,  Remitting  Tax  on  Guns,  Feb. 
20,  574. 


Ludgate  Hill  Railway  Station 

Improvement,  Delay  in  Carrying  out 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritclue,  Feb.  20, 
580. 


Ludlow,  Lord 

Sat  first  after  the  Death  of  his  Father, 
Mar.  1,  1349. 

Lunacy  Board 

Scotland,  Salaries,  etc. — Committee,  Feb. 
23,  917. 

Lunacy  Board,   Scotland,   Salaries  and 
Clerks'  Bill 

c.  1R.  Feb.  19,  394. 

Bill  Withdrawn,  Feb.  21,  704. 


Lunacy  Bill 

/.  Com.,  Mar.  1, 1351. 
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Lunatic  Asylums 

Returns 

Q.   Mr.  P.   O'Brien ;  A.  Sir  M.  V. 
Ridley,  Mar.  1,  1440. 
Visits  of  Commissioners,  Return  Presented, 
Feb.  19,  342,  357. 

Lurgan  Post  Office 

New  Office  building,  site,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan;  A.  Mr.  Hanbwy, 
Feb.  15,  94. 

Lyddite  Shells 

Firth's,  Messrs.  T.,  and  Sons  Contracte- 
Fair  Wage  clause 
Q.    Mr.    Maddison;    A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  22,  788. 

South  African  War 

Os.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  16,  300 ;  Feb.  19, 
456. 

Lyell,  Sir  L.  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 

Piers  for  Congested  Districts  in  Scotland, 
Feb.  15,  86. 

Lyttelton,  Hon.  A.  [Warwick  and  Leaming- 
ton] 
Infantry  Officers,  Conditions  of  Rejoining, 
Mar.  2,  1522. 

Macaleese,  Mr.  D.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Belfast  Fair  Rent  Appeals,  Feb.  22, 814. 
Newbliss    Court    House,  Holding  Party 

Meetings  in,  Mar.  1,  1450. 
Registration  of  Voters,  Time  allowed  for 

printing  Lists  of  Objections,  Feb.  23, 938. 

Macartney,  Mr.  "W.  ^.Secretary  Ut  th( 
Admiralty  [Antrim,  S.] 

Colliers  — Swift  Armed  Screw  Colliers, 
Messrs.  Furniss,  Withy  and  Co.'s  Design, 
Feb.  22,  795. 

Engineer  Officers  and  Engine-room  Arti- 
ficers—Number from  Keyham  and  Out- 
side Sources,  Appointments,  etc.,  Feb  19, 
372 ;  Feb.  27,  1295. 

First  Lord's  Statement— Replies  to  Ques- 
tions, Criticism,  etc.,  Feb.  27,  1290: 
Mar.  1,15061567.  [For  Details,S«eNavy. J 

Linoleum  Contracts,  Feb.  27,  1212,  1291. 

Officers,  Promotion  Qualification— Time 
spent  in  Barracks  and  Afloat,  Feb.  -» 
796. 

South  African  War  and  the  Naval  Brigade 
—Battles  of  Graspan  and  Colenso,  Pub- 
lication of  Despatches,  Feb.  15,  60. 

Submarine  Cables,  Publication  of  Route* 
Feb.  26,  1090. 

Transport  "Pineniore"  Repairs  —  Haul- 
bowline  Docks,  Feb.  22,  7*9. 

Transport  Service 

Australian  Coal,  Feb.  15,  74. 
Employment    of     British    Seamem 
Admiralty  Regulations,  Feb.  £?,7?& 

[cofL 
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Macartney,  Mr.  W.  E.—cont. 

Transport  Service — cont. 

Meat  Supplies— Reports  from  Officers, 
etc.,  Feb.  27,  1293  ;  Mar.  1,  1413. 

Peninsular   and    Oriental    Company 
Contract,  Feb.  15,  61. 

Salt   Meat   Rations    on    Transports, 
Feb.  27,  1293  ;  Mar.  2,  1519. 

War   Ships  —  Precautions   against   Fire, 
Wood  Fitting!*,  etc.   Feb.  26,  1091. 

Welsh  Coal— Government  Purchase  of  all 
available  Welsh  coal,  Smoke  Nuisance 
1'rosi.M  ution-.  Feb.  27,  1212. 

Macdona,  Mr.  J.  C.  [South wark,Rotherhithe] 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  1, 
1373,  1375. 

Macdonald,  CoL—  Uganda  Expedition 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  22,  869,  879  ;  Sir  E. 
Grey,  883  ;  Mr.  J.  Burns,  890. 

Macdonald,  Gen.  H. 

See  South  African  War. 

Machynlleth 

Rifle  Range  Site 

Q.   Lieut. -Col.   Pryce-Jones ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Feb.  26,  1088. 

Maclver,  Mr.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 
Training  in  the  Navy,  Mar.  2,  1561. 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  M  [Cardiff] 

Bombay,  Establishment  of  Russian  Con- 
sulate-General  and  Appointment  of 
British  Consols  in  Dominions  of  Russia, 
Feb.  19,  374. 

Indian  Railways,  connecting  with  Russian 
Rail  ways— Com  mun  Scat  ion  f  ror 


to  Calcutta,  Feb  22,  802, 


from  Calais 


Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.l, 
1405. 

Maclure,  Sir  J.  W.  [Lancashire,  Stratford] 
Historical     Manuscripts    Commission  — 
House  of  Lords  Reports,  Feb.  22,  811. 

War  Office  Administration  —  Suggested 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Feb.  20,  692. 

MacNeill,  Mr.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Business  of  the  House,  />&.  20,  594. 

Discussion  on  Irish  Estimates,  Feb.  15, 
117. 

Sittings  of  the  House— Late  Sittings, 
etc.,  Feb.  15,  113. 

Ten  Minute*  Rule— First  Reading  of 
Government  Bills,  Fch.  15,  102. 

Tithe  Rent  Charge  (Ireland)  BUI, 
Feb.  22,  825. 

Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precinct*  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  23,  949,  950. 

Donegal  County  Fair  Rents— Sittings  of 
Sub-Commissioners,  Mar.  2, 1535. 
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MacNeil,  Mr.  S.— cont. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2R.,  Feb.  21, 
749,  751,  752. 

Irish  Election  Petitions— Notes  of  Evi- 
dence taken  at  the  Trials,  Publishing  as 
Parliamentary  Paper,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  386. 

Mauri  Liu*— British  Central  African  Rifles, 
Misconduct  of,  Feb.  22,  903. 

Militia 

Irish  Regiments  sent  to  England  and 
English  Regiments  sent  to  Ireland, 
etc.,  Feb.  19,  424. 

North    Cork     Militia— Volunteering 
for  ForeiLTi  Service,  Co  in  plaint  as 
Lo  Embarkation  Rules,  etc.,-Feo.  19, 
365. 
South  African  War,  Feb.  19.  424. 

Financial  Proposals— Closure  of  De- 
bate, Motion  to  report  progress, 
Feb.  16,  322. 

Property  of  the  Republics— Sir  A. 
Milner's  Proclamation,  Feb,  15 1  59. 

Stores  for  S<  m  tl  i  A  f  ri  ca—  P  u  bl  U  lung  Names 
of  Officers  and  Contractors  responsible 
for  Supply  of  Inferior  Stores,  Feb.  23, 
923. 

Transport  Service  —  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  Contract,  Feb.  15, 61. 


M 'Arthur,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 
Boy  Sailor  Scheme — Mercantile  Marine 
and  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  Failure  of 
Scheme,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1442. 

Lighthouses — Private    Telegraphic    Com- 
munication with,  Feb.  15,  $5. 

Liverpool  and  United  States  Cable  Com* 
mu  meat  ion,  Delays  in,  Feb,  15,  92. 


ms  received   after 


Telephoning    Cablegrams  race 
Business  Hours,  Feb.  22,  812. 


M'Cartan,  Mr.  M  [Down,  S.] 

Gosford's,  Earl  of,  Estate— Value  of  Hold- 
ings, Appeals  against,  Feb.  15,  97 ;  Feb. 
20,  584. 

Irish  Language,  teaching  in  National 
Schools,  Mar.  1,  1449. 

Lurgan  Post  Office— Site  for  New  Build- 
ings, Feb.  15,  94. 

Poor  Law  Union  Grants,  Feb.  27, 1222. 

Yeomanry  Horsemanship  Test — alleged 
Fatality  at  Belfast,  Feb.  15,  71. 


M'Ghee,  Mr.  B.  [Louth,  S.] 

Duffy,  Militiaman,  Case  of,  Feb.  15,65; 
Feb.  19,  368. 

Liverpool  Female  Telegraphists — Memo- 
rial, Feb.  22,  811. 

Postal  Employ^  Ot^t^s^a^^  Ofi&saa^ 
RecognvUou,  Feb.  22,«\fc. 
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M'Kenna,  Mr.  R.  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Black  Rod,  Office  of,  Feb.  23,  946. 

Cape  Criminal  Law,  Feb.  22,  798. 

Patriotic  Fund  Committee — Constitution 
of  Committee,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  789 ;  Feb. 
23,  981. 

Pottery  Supplied  to  Office  of  Works — 
Leadless  Glaze,  Feb.  20,  582. 

Soudan — Abyssinian  Boundary,  Mar.  2, 
1527. 

Transvaal  Gold  Mines,  French  and  German 
Investors  owning  half  total  Number  of 
Shares,  alleged,  Feb.  20,  559. 

War  Office  Contracts — Return,  Mar.  2, 
1524. 

Zanzibar — Line  of  Steamers  from  London 
to  Zanzibar,  Feb.  23,  992,  1000. 

Maddiflon,  Mr.  F.  [Sheffield,  Brigbtside] 

Discharge  of  British  Seamen  at  Foreign 
Ports  and  Percentage  of  Foreigners 
engaged  at  Foreign  Ports,  Feb.  26,  1097. 

Lyddite  Shell  Contracts— Messrs.  Firth  & 
Son  and  the  Fair  Wage  Clause,  Feb. 
**  [791  788. 

Mauritius — Misconduct  of  British  Central 
Africa  Rifles,  Feb.  22,  907. 

Seamen's  Grievances— Charges  against 
New  York  Consular  Shipping  Office, 
etc.,  Mar.  2,  1616. 

South  African  War — Financial  proposals, 
Feb.  16,  328. 

Voluntary  Schools  Subscriptions,  Return, 
Feb.  20,  573. 

Madras 

Military  Fund— Rate  of  Exchange 

Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Lord G.  Hamilton, 
Mar.  1,  1425. 

Magersfontein  Engagement 

Inquiry  into  the  Disaster  to  the  Highland 
Brigade 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  16,  308. 

Magistrates 

Ireland 

New  Commissions  of  Assizes,  Names 
of  Civic  Dignitaries  Omitted 
from 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Capt.  Done- 
Ian,  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  J. 
Redmond ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  20,  587. 

Roscommon    Magistracy — Disqualifi- 
cation of  Local  Magistrates 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  100. 

Metropolitan  Police  Magistrates,  absence 
of,  through  illness — Deputies 
Q.  Capt.  Jessel ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.- 1,  1440. 


Maguire,  Case  of 

Under-age  Recruits 

Q.  Mr.  Murray;    A. 
Feb.  22,  794- 
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Mr.  Wyndham, 


Maidenhead  Gas  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  26,  1060. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  SO, 
551. 

Maidstone 

Union    of    Sub-districts — Application   of 

Registrar-General,     Opposition    of 

Guardians 
Q.  Mr.  Cornwallis  ;    A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 

Feb.  23,  931. 
Q.   Mr.   Cornwallis ;    A.  Mr.   T.  W. 

Russell,  Feb.  26,  1099. 

Mail  Service 

Ireland— Holyhead,  Larne,  and  Stranraer 
Routes— Irregularity  in  Service, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  16,  232:  Q.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  19, 
384. 

West  Indies,  Delay  in  Delivery  of  Mails 
from—"  Tagus,"  Mail  Steamer 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Hoare ;  A.  Mr.   Hanbpry, 
Mar.  2,  1528. 

Malarial  Commission 

Report— Establishment  of  Sanatorium  in 
the  Shire  Highlands,  British  Central 
Africa 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  J. Chamberlain, 
Feb.  19,  374. 

Malcolm,  Mr.  T.  [Suffolk,  Stowmarket] 
Boer  Spies  in    the    Yeomanry,    alleged, 

Mar.  1,  1416. 
Militia    Officers-Pay,    Gratuities,    and 

Pensions,  Feb.  22,  793. 

Malta 

Law  Courts— Substituting  English  Lan- 
guage for  Italian  Language 
Q.    Mr.     Weir;     A.    Mr.   Brodrick, 

Feb.  27,  1212. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2, 1604. 

Manchester 

Town   Postmen— Good   Conduct  Stripes 

Q   Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.  Hanbwy, 
Mar.  1,  1446. 

Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

''  Manchester  Port,"  Transport  Ship 
Houston  Line    Contract   for    Conveying 
Mounted  Troops  to  South  Africa 
Q.    Mr.   Havelock  Wilson;   A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  Feb.  19,  360. 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  26,  1042. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  ft 
\  m 
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anchester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Ex- 1 

press  Railway  Bill  { 

c.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  355.  I 

[anuscripts  of  the  House  of  Lords 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission  Re-  | 
port  j 

Copy  for  the  House  of  Commons  I 

Qs.  Mr.  Crilly,  Sir  J.  Maclure ;  | 
As.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  22,  811. 

Copy  Communicated  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  Feb.  22,  766,  776 ;  Feb. 
23,  912. 

[aple,  Sir  B.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 


[Man— May 


H.    [Tower   Hamlets,    St 


Marks,  Mr.  H. 

George's] 

County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  BH\,2r.,  Feb.  26,  1075. 

Joint  Stock  Companies  Share  Transfers 
and  the  Stamp  Act,  Mar.  2,  1437. 

I  Martial  Law 

I         Dutch  Prisoners  at   Simon's  Town,  See 
Simon's  Town. 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill 
I         /.  1R.#  Feb.  16,  193. 


^W*  ^±  Coke  Company  Bill,  2b.,  ,  Massey-Mainwaring,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.  [Fins- 
heb.  27,  1193.  bury,  Central] 


Indicator  of  Debates  for  Strangers'  Gal- 
lery, Mar.  1,  1436. 


larchand,  Capt. 

Naval  Brigade  in  South  Africa  j 

Os.    Sir   J.    Colomb,    Mr.     Goschen, 
Mar.  1,  1466.  ! 

largate  Corporation  Bill  ; 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  16,  194. 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  911.  I 

i 

largate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill  i 

/.  2*L*  Feb.  20,  502.  j 

Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16,  ' 
193.  I 

I 

taurines  | 

Naval  Brigades  in  Land  Warfare,  Objec-  : 

tions  to— Position  of  Marines,  etc.    > 

Colomb,  Sir  J.,  on,  Mar.  1,  1459.  ' 

Position  of — Grievances,  etc.  ' 

Arnold-Forster,  Mr.,  on,  Feb.  27, 1288  ; 

Mar.  1,  1471. 
Del»te    in    Committee    of    Supply,  i 

Mar.  1,  1495. 

Rations,  etc. — Grievances  i 

Os.   Mr.    Duckworth,  Feb.    27,  1275 ;  , 

Mr.  Macartney,  Feb.  27,  1291.  ! 

Reserve— First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  ! 
1119,1171.  j 

Rifle  Ranges  i 

Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Admiral  Field,  Mr.  I 

Chamberlain,  Mar.  2,  1571,  1574.       , 


Metropolitan      Underground 
Delay 8  on,  Mar.  1,  1442. 

1  Mat  Salleh 


Railway, 


Expedition  against,  See  Borneo— British 
North. 

Match  Manufacture 

Phosphorus  Poisoning,  New  Rules — Arbi- 
tration, etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Sir  M.  White 
Ridley,  Mar.  1,  1440. 

Mauritius 

British  Central  African    Rifles— Miscon- 
duct of 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

Feb.  27,  1214. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Feb.  27,  1214. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  :  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  20,  570. 
Authority   re*i>onsible    for    sending 
Battalion  to  Mauritius 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1526. 
Debate   in    Committee    of    Supply, 
Feb.  22,  897. 

Colonial    Secretary— Sir   G.    Bower   and 
the  Jameson  Raid 
Qs  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill, 
Mr.  Bayley  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  19,  363. 

Indian  Native  Troops  in— Expenses,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Mar.  1,  1429. 


Seamen  v.  Marines,  Proportion  of  Seamen  ■ 

to  Marines,  etc.— Admiralty  Policy  j  Maxim-Nordenfelt  GrUUS 


Colomb,  Sir  J .,  on,  Feb.  27,  1239.  , 

Mark  IV.  Ammunition 

Failure  of,  at  Bisley— Inquiry  , 

Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  76. 

Market  Tolls,  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A .  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  100. 

Market  Weighton  Drainage  and  Naviga- 
tion Bill 
c.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  355. 
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One-pounder   Quick -tiring  Guns— Supply 
of,  for  Troops  in  South  Africa 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall:  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  220. 

Mayo 

New    Member   sworn    for   South    Mayo 
Division,  Mar.  2,  1538. 

Mayors 

Metropolitan  Mayoral-Borough  qualifica- 
tions 
Q.  Mr.  Wb&iQMM',  A.^vs^w.^  <$«***> 
Feb.  22,  «l&. 
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Meat 

Provisioning     of    Transport    Ships,    See 
Transport  Service. 

Medical  Departments 

Army  and  Navy,  Sec  those  Titles. 

Medical  Officers,  Ireland 

Athboy    Medical    Officer,    Absence    of — 
Engagement  and  Payment  of  Sub- 
stitute 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  1,  M48. 

Mediterranean  Squadron 
Cordite  Explosion 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1158. 

Length  of  Officers'  Service 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  As.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  23,  925  ;  Mar.  2,  1525. 

Meetings 

Pro-Boer  Meeting  at  Exeter* Hall —Dis- 
turbance 
Os.    Sir   \V.    Lawson;    Sir    M.    W. 
Kidley,  Mar.  2,  1624. 

Menageries 

Exhibitions  and   Performances    of   Wild 
Animals,    Powers    of    Local    Au- 
thorities to  regulate 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  23,  930. 

Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Mercantile  Marine  Certificates 

Examinations  in  Scotland — Instruction  in 
Navigation,  etc 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Feb.  23,  1031. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Crew  Accommodation  P. and  O.  Steamers, 
etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  As.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  22,  806 ;  Mar.  1, 
1444. 
Os.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  23,  1003, 
Mar.  2, 1608  ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb. 
23,  1027. 

British  India  Steamship  Company — 
Charges  against 
0.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  23,  996. 

"  Lucania  " 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Feb.  19,  380. 

Crimping  in  United  States  Ports — Charges 
against  New  York  Consular  Shipping 
Office 
Sec  New  York. 

"Golden  Gate" — Insubordination  of  Sea- 
men 
0.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  23,  991. 

Seamen,  See  that  Title. 

Zanzibar — Direct    Line  of    Steam    Com- 
munication from  London 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
23,  993. 
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Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Meteorological  Office 

Weather  forecasts,  Telegraphing  to  Post 
Offices  in  Country  Districts,  pro- 
posed 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke ;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
Feb.  23,  937. 

Methuen's,  Lord,  Force  in  South  Africa 

Officers'  Insubordination,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.    Dillon ;    A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  561. 

Metropolitan  Police 
Ex-Soldiers 

Joining  the  Reserve 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  2,  1521. 
Pensions 

Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  1,  1439, 

Hyde  Park  Barracks,  Rebuilding/  etc, 
Q.   Mr.    Schwann ;    A.    Mr.    Akere- 
Douglas,  Mar.  2,  1531, 

Police  Reservists  [Allowances]  Bill,  See 
that  Title. 

Metropolitan  Police  Magistrates 

Absence  of,  through  illness — Deputies 

Q.  Capt.  Jessel ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  1,  1440. 

Metropolitan  Police    Provisional   Order 
Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  552 

Standing    Orders    Complied    with,  Feb. 
19,  353. 

Metropolitan  Underground  Railway 
Delays  on 

Q.  Mr.  Massey-Main waring ;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Mar.  1,  1442. 

Electric  Traction,  Progress  of  Experiments 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  15, 
86. 

Middlemore,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Birmingham,  North] 
School  Attendance  in  Elementary  Schools 
—Legislation,  Feb.  22,  805. 

Mid-Kent  Water  Bill 
c.  2e.#  Feb.  26,  1060. 

Standing    Order    Complied    with,   Feb. 
19,  353. 

Midland    Great   Western    Railway! of 
Ireland  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  26,  1042. 

Standing    Orders    Complied    with,  Feb. 
23,909. 

Milford  Docks  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  27, 1182. 
Standing    Orders   Complied]  with,   Feb. 
26,  1041. 
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[ilitary  Drill  in  Schools 

0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Feb.  19,  409 ;  0.  Mr. 
L.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  26,  1088 ;  Qs.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Mr. 
Tomlinson  ;  As.  Sir  J.  Goret,  Feb.  26, 
1102. 

[ilitary  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  552. 
Standing  Orders,  Feb.  19,  353. 

[ilitary  Responsibilities 
Expansion  of  the  Empire 

Os.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  16,  252 ; 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Feb. 
16,2AA. 

[ilitary  SavingB  Banks 

Accounts  Presented,  Feb.  19,  342,  356. 

[ilitary  Statistics 

Census  for  1900 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Knowles  ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Mar.  1,  1433. 

[ilitary  Works  Act 

Account  Presented,  Feb.  19,  357. 
Estimate  of  Expenditure  Presented,  Mar. 
2,  1510,  1519. 

Rifle  Ranee  Expenditure 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach;  Feb.  27,  1211. 

lilitia 

Artillery 

Embodiment  —  Scarcity   of   Officers, 
etc. 
Qs.    Sir    C.    Quilter;    As.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  566 ;  Feb. 
27,  1208. 

Modern  Guns  for 

O.  Earl  of  Dunraven,  Feb.  15,  20. 

Training    with    Field  Guns— Militia 
qualifying  as    Field  Artillery- 
men, etc. 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb. 
15,42. 
Ballot 

Motion  (Earl  of  Wemyss),  Feb.  20, 
504. 

Bounties  on  Re-enlistment 

Q.  Mr.  Warner ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams,  Mar.  2,  1520. 

Channel  Islands — Position  of  Militia,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1210. 

Colonial  Militia— Enrolment  Regulations 
Q.  Mr.   Yerburgh ;   A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  22,  797. 

Fraudulent  Enlistment 

O.  Vis.  Falkland,  Feb.  15,  52. 

Officers,   Retired  Officers  Serving  in  the 
Militia  and  Ex- Army  Officers— Pay, 
Gratuities,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Malcolm,  Capt.  Norton ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  793. 

Rate  of  Pay  of  Militiamen  under  Eighteen 
years  of  age,  Misapprehension  as  to 
Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  566. 
63 


Militia — cont. 

Rifle  Practice,  Battalions  unable  to  obtain, 
before  departure  for  South  Africa, 
alleged 
Q.  Mr.   Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  566. 

Rifle  Ranges,  See  that  Title. 

Sergeant  Majors  as  Warrant  Officers 

Q.  Mr.  6.   Lawson;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  76. 

South  African  War 

Franchise  Question— Legislation 

Q.  Lord  Raglan  ;  A.  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  Feb.  19,  352. 

Irish  Militia 

Allowances  to  Wives,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  16\ 
304. 

Clare  Militia 

Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;  A. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar. 

1,  1421. 
Compulsory  Volunteering,  alleged 
Qs.     Mr.    P.    O'Brien,    Mr. 

Crean  ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Feb.  15,  62,  63. 
Os.  Mr.   P.   O'Brien,  Feb.  16, 

271;  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  285  ; 

Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  471. 
Q.   Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;   A.  Mr. 

Wyndham,    Feb.    20,  568; 

Feb.  27,  1206. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr. 

Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  785. 

Duffy,  Case  of 

'Qs.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  65  ; 
Feb.  19,  368. 

Irish  Regiments  sent  to  England, 
English  Regiments  sent  to 
Ireland 
0.  Mr.  S.  M.  MacNeill,  Feb, 
1.9,424;  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell, 
442. 

North  Cork  Militia— Conditions 
of  Volunteering  for  Service 
at  the  Front,  Complaint  as 
to  Embarkation  Rules,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
Flavin;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  19,  365. 

Reservists'  Liability  for  Foreign 
Service 
Q.    Mr.    M'Ghee  ;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  19,  368. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  2, 
1419. 

Sending   out  to  South  Africa- 
Complaint 
U.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  19,  436. 

Wrexford  Militia,  Refusal  to  go 
to  the  Front,  alleged 
Q.   Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  569. 

Objections  to  Enlistment  for  Foreign 

Sei*vic*A 
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Militia. — cont. 

South  African  War— cont. 

Selection  of  Battalions 

Q.  Mr.  Colston  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  1,  1419. 

Temporary  Army  Rank,  Granting  to 
Imperial  Yeomanry  and  Volun- 
teers —  Superseding  Militia 
Officers,  etc. 
<Os.  Lord  Raglan,  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  Feb.  19,  350,  351. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisation 
of  Auxiliary  Forces — Government 
Proposals 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
15,  144  ;  Feb.  16,  240  ;  Feb.  19,  396. 

Deputy  Lieutenants,Encouragement  of 
Enlistment 
Q.    Captain     Jessel ;      A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  571. 

'Inadequate  Proposals, 

Debate  [Lords],  Feb.  15,  13. 

Medical  Staff  Arrangements,  etc. 

Q.    Dr.     Farquharson ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  570. 

Volunteering   for  Foreign    Service — 
Form  of  Attestation  on  Enlist- 
ment 
Q.     Mr.    P.    O'Brien;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  567. 

Milner,  SirA. 

See  South  African  Crisis. 

"Minerva,"  H.M.S. 

Comparative  Trials  with  H.M.S.  "High- 
flyer" 
Os.  Mr.    Allau,  Feb.   26,   1151  ;   Col. 
Denny,  Feb.  27,  1272 ;  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  1283. 

Mines 

Children's  Employment— Raising  the  Age 
Q.  Mr.  Gray  ;  A.  Sir  J.  i*OT*t,Feb.  16, 
221. 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
underground)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Transvaal  Gold  Mines 

French  and  German  Investors  owning 
half  Total  Number  of  Shares, 
alleged 
Q.    Mr.    M'Kenna  ;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  20,  559. 
Milner's,  Sir  A.,  Proclamation 

Q.  Mr.    S.    MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb*  15,  59. 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 
c.  2R.#  Feb.  28,  1303. 

Petition*,  Feb.  15,  53;  Feb.  16,  216;  Feb.  19, 
356  ;  Feb.  20,  553  ;  Feb.  21,  702  ;  Feb.  22, 
775  ;  Feb.  23,  913  ;  Feb.  26,  1081  ;  Feb.  27, 
1199;  Feb.  28,  1801;  Mar.  1,  1409; 
Mar.  2,  1518. 

.Minton,  Messrs. 

Lead  Poisoning  Prosecution,  etc. 

References  do,  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  983,  985,  987, 
990. 

u 


Model  Farms 

Ireland— Establishment  of  Model  Farms 
in  North  of  Ireland 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  Young,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor; 
As.  Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb.  22,  818. 

Monckton,  Mr.  E.  P.  [Northanta,  N.] 

Peterborough  Railway  Station  Improve- 
ment—Progress, etc.,  Feb.  23,  932. 

Money-lending  Bill 
/.  lR.#  Feb.  15,  3. 
2r.#  Feb.  22,  766. 

Monk,  Mr.  C.  J.  [Gloucester] 

i         County  Courts  Jurisdiction,  Extension  of 
—Legislation,  Feb.  22,  813. 

Monkswell,  Lord 

Employment  of  retired  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
—Technical  Instruction — Motion,  Feb. 
26,  1043,  1056. 

Monmouthshire 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  Set 
that  Title. 

Montagu,  Hon.  J.  &  [Hants,  New  Forest] 
Delagoa  Bay— Trading  with  the  Enemy, 
Kmpreza  Africana  Company,   Feb.  2i, 
779. 

Wire  Cutters  for  the  Troops,  Mar.  1, 1417. 

Montgomery 

Rifle  Range— Machynlleth  Site 

Q.  Lieut. -Col.  Pryce- Jones ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Feb.  26,  1088. 

Monuments  in  Parish  Churchyards 

Authority  over,  etc.— Objections  to  Monu- 
ment bv  Coventry  Clergyman 
Q.  Mr.  rfazell ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  1,  1438. 

Moon,  Mr.  E.  R.  P.  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

Indicator  of  Debates,  Placing  in  Tea  Room 
of  the  House,  Feb.  15,  84. 

Staff  Officers  —  Allowances  to  Wives  of 
Officers  at  the  Front,  Feb.  15,  69. 

Moore,  Mr.  A.  J.  [Londonderry] 

Deny,  Public  Appointments  in — Claims  of 
Roman  Catholics  and  Nationalists,  Feb. 
16,233. 

Mail    Service  —  Holyhead,     Larne    and 
1  Stranraer  Routes,  Irregularity  in  Service, 

etc,  Feb.  16,232. 

University  Education  Abroad,  Papers 
relating  to,  Feb.  16,  225. 

Moray  Firth 

Foreign  Trawlers  in,  Name  and  Nation- 
ality, etc. 
Qs.   Mr.    Weir,   Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Feb.  20,  581. 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 

Feb.  27,  1214. 
O.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1604. 
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[orecambo  Urban  District  Council  (Gas) 
Bill 
r.  2r.#  Feb.  19,  355. 

lorley,  Earl  of 

Patriotic  Fund — Crimean  Widows,  Feb.  16, 
213,  214. 

lorley  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Fed.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

lorocco 

French  Occupation  of  Tafilet 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;    A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Mar.  1, 1431 

forrell,  Mr.  G.  H.  [Oxon,  Woodstock] 

Pupil   Teachers'    Training  Curriculum — 
Science  v.  Grammar,  Feb.  15,91. 

lorton,  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  [Devonport] 

Naval   Shipwrights  —  Apprentices,    etc., 
Mar.  2,  1562. 

[otherwell  Water  Bill 
/.  2a.#  Feb.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

[otherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway  Bill 
/.  2E.#  Feb.  10,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

[otor  Oars 

I'se  of,  in  Warfare 

O.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Feb.  19,  408. 

fountain  Ash  Water  Bill 
/.  2E.#  Feb.  16,  194. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

lounted  Infantry  Volunteers 
Expenses 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1207. 

County  oy  Railway  Station 

Murnaglian 


V-    Mr. 

Feb.  16,  230. 


A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 


ftuirlrirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington 
Railways  (Abandonment)  Bill 
Standing  Orders  not  complied  with,  Mar.  2% 
1509. 

lunicipal  Corporations 

Corporations     as     Overseers— Worcester 
Corporation  Application 
>Q.    Mr.    Allsopp;  A.    Mr.    Chaplin, 
Feb.  23,  931. 

lunicipal  Trading 

Nomination  of  Committee 

Q*  Mr.  Kimber ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
'    Feb.  19,  390. 

[unster  Fusiliers 

Compulsory  Volunteering,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  QL  J 
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Murnaghan,  Mr.  G.  [Tyrone,  Mid] 

Mountjoy  Railway  Station,  Closing,  Feb. 

16,  230. 
Oniagh  New  Post  Office,  Plans,  Tenders, 

etc.,  Feb.  16,  230. 

Murray,  CoL  C.  W.  [Bath] 

Guns  to  be  supplied  to  new  Batteries  of 

Field  Artillery,  Feb.  16,  290. 
Rifle  Practice  and  Rifle  Ranges,  Feb.  15, 

154. 
South  African  War 

Armament  Pay — Maxim  Nordenfeldt 
Batteries,  Officers  Volunteering  for 
the  Front,  Mar.  1,  1417. 

Rifle  Ammunition,  Supply  of,  beyond 

that  required  for  Use  in  action,  etc., 

Feb.  16,  289. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisation 

of  the  Regular  ana  Auxiliary  Forces, 

Feb.  15,  153. 

Uniforms— Necessity  for  change  in  Fight- 
ing-dress of  Troops,  Feb.  15,  156. 

Murray,  Rt.   Hon.  A.   G.— Lord  Advocate 
[Buteshire] 

Afforestation  of  Crofting  Areas,  Feb.  20, 

581. 
Crime,  Increase  in,  etc.,  Mar.  2,  1897. 
Deer  Forests 

Acreage  Return,  proposed,  Feb.   19, 

382. 
Valuation,  Feb.  26, 1099. 

Edinburgh  Sasine  Office  Employes,  Feb. 
20,1099. 

Fishermen's  Dwellings  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis,  Erecting,  Feb.  15,  87. 

Forfarshire  Sheriff  Clerkship — Office  of 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  Mar.  1,  1447. 

Glasgow  Police  —  Removal  of  Persons 
suffering  from  Injury,  etc.,  Change  of 
Practice,  Feb.  19,  382. 

Heroism,  Deeds  of,  Commemorating  in 
Elementary  Schools,  F$b.  19,  371. 

Local  Government  Accounts,  Publication 
of,  Mar.  1,  1448. 

Piers  and  Harbours  for  Congested  Dis- 
tricts, Feb.  15,  86  ;  Feb.  20,  581. 

Poultry  Breeding  in  the  Highlands — Con- 
gested Districts  Boards  Facilities,  Feb. 
19,382. 

Prisons,  Increase  in  Expenditure,  etc. 
Mar.  2,  1597. 

Trawling 

Foreign  Trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth 
— Names  and  Nationality  of  Trawl- 
ers, Feb.20,  581. 

Sunday  Trawling,  Free  Church  Pres- 
bytery of  Lewie  Resolutions,  Feb. 
15,  88. 

Museums 

Acquisition  and  Control  of  Art  Objects 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 

Feb.  15,91.  ( 

South  Kensington  MraouxoL  ^sA  ^rCOvs^v 
Huaeam,  tee  tWfc  TttXs*. 

3  S  .*& 
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Natal  '  Navy 

Annexation  of  Upper  Tagela  District  to  I 
the  Orange  Free  State— Boer  Procla-  I 
mation  ! 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair ;   A.  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  23,  920.  \ 

British  Indian  Volunteers,  Offer  of  Ser-  j 
vices  free  of  cost — Employment  as  | 
Leaden*     of     Indian     Ambulance  : 

KaofaMi     fitjC  ' 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  J. Chamberlain, 
Feb.  20,  559. 

Coloured  Persons  acquiring  and  owning 
land  in  Natal 
Q.  Mr.  Drage ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  I* 
Feb.  15,  80. 

Number  of  Citizens  serving  with  British 
Troops 
Q.  Mr.   Dillon;   A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  560. 

I 
National  Crisis 

Inadequate    Military    Proposals    of    the  I 

Government  ! 

Os.  Lord  Rosebery,  Feb.  15,  27 ;  Earl  I 

of  Kimberley,  Feb.  75,43.  ! 

National  Debt 

Military  Savings  Banks — Accounts  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  19,  342,  356. 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies — 
Accounts  Presented,  Feb.  19,  342,  356. 


[Vol.  79. 


National  Gallery 

Extension  and  Protection  from  Fire 

Q.     Mr.    Kimber ;    A.    Mr.    Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  19,  376. 

St.  George's  Barracks  and  the  National 
Gallery— Danger  from  Fire 
Q.  Dr.  Farquharson;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  19,  373. 

National  Markets  and  Stores  and  Work- 
shops Bill 
/.  1B.#  Feb.  10,  193. 

Bill  withdrawn,  Mar.  2,  1510. 

National  Old  Age  Pensions 
Petitions,  Feb.  20,  554. 

Naval  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe 

Change  in— Proposed    Alliance    between 
Germany  and  Holland 
O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  20,  1144. 

Coalition  of  European  Powers — Japan  and 
Great    Britain    as    Two    Powers 
Standard 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  20,  1164. 

Naval  Hospitals 

Pensions,    Order   in    Council    Presented, 
Feb.  15,  3,  55. 

Naval  Works 

Hong    Kong,  Copy   of    Plan    Presented, 
Mar.  I,  1410.  | 

i 

Navigation  \ 

Instructions  in 

0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Ftb.  23, 103 1 / 
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First  Lord— lit.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 
Secretary— Mr.  \V.  E.  Macartney. 

Annual  Statement  —  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty's  Statement,  Feb.  .*;, 
1111,  1168. 

Debate  resumed,  Mar.  1,  1459. 

Inadequate  Programme 

Dilke,  Sir  C.,  on,  Feb.  20,  lie 

(For  details  of  statement,  *?'  their 
sub-headings.) 

Armour-plate,  Manufacture  and  Supply  of 

Os.  Mr.  Allen,  Feb.  26, 1149;  Mr. 

Kearley,  1159  ;  Mr.  S.  Wortley, 

Feb.  27,  1243;  Mr.  Macartney. 

1296. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  &i,  lift 

Naval  Programme  limited   by  Pro- 
duction of  Armour 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164. 
1167;    Mr.    Goschen,  Feb  .«, 
1172. 

Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust  Hill, 
see  that  Title. 

Boilers 

Water  Tube  Boilers—Merits  and 
Demerits  of,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  \ 
1 170 ;  Sir  F.  Flaanery.M 
27,  1247;  Mr.  Penn,  1354: 
Col.  Denny,  1272. 

American  Opinion  on 

O.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.,  ll£ 

Belleville  Type,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster.  FA 
27, 1282. 
Continuous  working  at  follpow 
without  developing  defect* 
— Coal  Consumption,  etc 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  Mar.  1, 1423. 

Coat  of  Repairs— Return  Orderd 

(Mr.  W.  Allan),  Feb.  & 

358. 
"Minerva"   and   "  Highflyer "- 

Comparative  Trials 
Os.  Col.   Denny,  FebJ7,  B 

72;     Mr.    ArnoH-Forrtff, 

1283. 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme,  Se*  Subbsniii* 
Reserve. 

Channel  Squadron— Exercising  in  Btntry 
Bay,  First  lord's  Statement,  Feb.  X 
1114. 

Chaplains  —  Roman  Catholic  Chaphua* 
for  the  Fleet, 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  J.  Redvvs* 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  19, 371. 

Os.  Mr.  W.  Redmond.  Feb.  37, IS* 
Mar.  2,  1564;  Mar.  2,  1590;  * 
Goschen,  1550;  Mr.  A.  Cbsm^ 
lain,  1552,  1564 ;  Admiral  VM 
1557 ;  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  1560;  Mr.  I 
Wilson,  1563. 
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Chief  ami  Petty  Officers  in  Dockyards—  [ 

Grievance*,  ' 

0.  Sir  J.  Baker,  Feb.  27,  1254.  j 

Coal  ' 

Australian  Coal  Prices,  ete., — Com- 
parison with  Welsh  Coal.  j 

Q.  Mr.  Cohen ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  lfi,  74.  I 

0.  Mr.  Cohen,  Feb.  27,  1279. 

Purchase  of  all  available  Welsh  Coal 
— Smoke  Nuisance  prosecution. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;   A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  27, 1212. 

Storage— Deterioration  of  Coal,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  .*6,  1138 ; 
Sir  F.  Flannery,  Feb.  27,  1247. 
( 'oaling  Stations 

Falkland  Islands, 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Mar.  2,  1571. 

Protection  of  Coal,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Allan,  Feb.  26,  1149.  i 

Coalition  of  European  Powers,  Japan  and  j 

Great  Britain  as  two  Powers  Stan-  I 

dard— Inadequate    British     Naval  j 

Programme  ! 

O.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164. 

Colonial  Naval  Reserve  Organisation —  , 
First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1120.       j 

Contraband  of   War  and    the    Right   of  t 
Search, 

Complaints  against  Naval  Officers  at  ! 
Delagoa  Bay — Necessities  for  j 
Seaman's  Manual  of  Interna-  j 
tional  Law,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26,  1141;  ! 
Mar.  2,  1547 ;  Mr.  Goschen,  , 
Feb.  26,  1176 ;  Mar.  2,  1549. 

(See  also  Titles  Contraband  of  War,  ! 
Delagoa  Bay,  &c. ) 

Cruisers  and  Colliers,  See  sub-heading  i 
Ships.  , 

Deptford    Victualling     Yard— labourer*  j 
working  Overtime,  Recognition  of  I 
Services 
Q.  Capt.   Norton;   A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  23,  925.  j 

IMscipline— Engineer  Officers'  Powers  of  j 
Inflicting  Punishment,  See  sub-heading  ! 
Engineers. 

Dockyards— Annual  Account   Presented, 
Feb.  28,  1303. 

Employment  of   Seamen— Technical    In- 
struction,  Motion   (Lord    Monks  well),  ' 
Feb.  26, 1043. 

Engineer  Officers  and  Engine-room  Arti- 
ficers 

Grievances 

Os.   Mr.  Fenwick,  Mar.  1,  1504 ; 
Mr.  Macartney,  1506. 
Number  from  Ktyham  and  Outside 
Sources,  Appointments,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Penn ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  79,372. 
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Navy— eont. 

Engineers,  Position  of— Reforms,  etc. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1121. 
Os.    Mr.    Allan,    Feb.   26,    1146; 
Adin.  Field,  1156;  Sir  F.  Flan- 
nery, Feb.    >7,  1249 ;  Mr.  Penn, 
1253. 
Grievance* 

Os.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Mar.  1. 1503  ; 
Mr.  Macartney,  1506. 
Officers'  Powers  of  Inflicting  Punish- 
ment 
Os.    Capt.     Phillpotts,    Feb.    '27, 
1258;    Mr.    H.   Wilson,   1261; 
Col.  Denny,  1270 ;  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, 1294. 
United    States    Experiments,   Amal- 
gamating   Line    Officers   and 
Engineers 
Os.   Mr.    E.   Robertson,  Feb.   :7, 
1251  ;  Capt.  Phillpotts,  1258. 

Executive  Officers'  Authority  to  Disrate 
Men  for  trivial  Offences— Grievance, 
0.  Sir  J.  Baker,  Feb.  37,  1255. 

France,  Germany,  and  Russia— Naval 
Shipbuilding  Programmes,  etc. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  *6,  1126, 
1172 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1164: 
Capt.  Sinclair,  1178. 

German    Navy— Effect    of    an    Alliance 
between  Germany  and  Holland 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  10,  421. 
{See   also   Title     Naval    Balance   of 
Power. ) 
Gun  Mounting— Capt.  Scott's  Invention 

O.  Admiral  Field,'  Frb.  27,  1153. 
Guns 

Expenditure  on— Decrease  in  Expen- 
diture, etc. 
O.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1166. 
Manufacture  and  Supply  of 

O.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1158: 
Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  27,  1231. 
Reserve  of  Guns 

O.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1231. 
Haulbowline    Dock,    Equipping   for    the 
Repairs  of  Naval  Vessels 
Q.  m.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Feb.  22,  779. 

Home  Defence— Protection  by  the  Fleet 
O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  19,  420. 

Intelligence  Department  —  Constitution 
and  Administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1131, 
1168. 

Strategy  and  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment 
<>.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26,  1167. 

Land  Warfare— Naval  Brigades  in  I^and 
Warfare,  Objections  to 
Colomb'*,  8ir  J.,  Protest,  Mar.  /,  145«. 
O.  Mr.  Goschen,  1491. 
Linoleum  Contracts 

Os.  Mr.  Dalziel,  Feb.  27,  1277 ;  Mr. 

Macartney ?  1291. 
Q.  Mr.  Dalziel;   A.^i.NUrw^ww, 
Feb.  27,  YLVl. 
3  S  2  \e**l. 
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Liquid  Fuel,  Advantages  of,  etc. 

0.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Feb.  27, 1247. 

Materiel 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1122. 

Medical  Service 

Changes  Proposed,  etc — First  Lord's 
Statement,  Feb.  26, 1122. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Foster,  Feb.  27, 1280; 
Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Macartney,  1290. 

Surgical     Instruments,     Supply     to 
Medical  Officers 
Os.  Mr.   Weir,  Mr.    Macartney, 
Feb.  27, 1290. 

Men  and  Boys  [1x4,  880],  Feb.  27,  1297. 

Mobilisation  of  the  Fleet  Agitation 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  26, 1112. 

National  Crisis,  Inadequate  Military  Pro- 
posals— Strengthening   the    Navy, 

0.  Earl  of  Rosebery,  Feb.  15,  30. 

Officers 

Length  of   Service,   etc.  —  Mediter- 
ranean and  Channel  Squadrons 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  23,  925  ;  Mar.  2, 1525. 

Pay  and  Allowances 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1236. 

Promotion  Qualification— Time  spent 
in  Barracks  and  Afloat 
Q.    Sir    J.     Colomb  ;     A.    Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  22,  796. 

Pensions— Naval  and  Greenwich  Hospital 
Pensions,  Order  in  Council  Presented, 
Feb.  15,  3,  55. 

Personnel 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1117. 

Marines,  See  that  Title. 

Relative  Strength,  etc. 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1233. 

Prisons,  Increased  Expenditure,  etc. 

0.  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth,  Mar.  2, 
1568. 

Ke-engagement  —  Percentage     of    Men 
leaving  the  Service 
,  Qs.  Sir  f.  Colomb  ;  As.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  23,  924 ;  Mar.  2,  1524. 

Reserve 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme,  Result  of  Experi- 
ment— References  to,  in  Debate 
in  Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
23,  1019,  1025. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M«  Arthur;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Mar.  1,  1442. 

Colonial  Reserve  Organisation 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 
1120. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26, 1167. 

Dissatisfaction  among   Seamen  who 
have  joined  from  the  Merchant 
Service 
0.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  27,  1266. 

Falling  off  of  British  Seamen,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  H.  Vmaon,  Feb.  27,\WL 
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Reserve— cont. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  20. 
1168. 

Fishermen  Class,  Drawing  Res 
from— First  Lord's  Statei 
Feb.  26,  1171. 
0.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  27, 1! 

Off-shore  Fishermen   on  the 
Coast 
0.  Sir  S.  Hoare,  Feb.  27, 12 

Inadequate  Reserve 

Os.  Adm.   Field,  Feb.  26.  ] 
Mr.  Kearley,  1160. 

New  Regulations 

0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26,  11 

Pensions  Question 

0.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  27, 
1269. 

Prize-firing  Exercise 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Fet 
1114. 

Rifle  Ranges  for  Marines 

Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Adm.  Field,  M 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  2,  1571, 157 

Shipbuilding 

Armour  Plate,  See  that  Sub-head 

Contracts,  Method  of  giving  out, 
0.    Mr.    H.    Wflflon,    Feb 
1268. 

Failure  of  Contractors  to  deliv 
Contract  time,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26. 
Mr.    Kearley,    1159;     Mi 
Robertson,  Feb.  27,  1252. 

Private    Dockyards   v.    Govern 
Dockyards 

0.  Col.  Denny,  Feb.  27, 12?> 

Shipbuilding  Programme 

Continental  Programmes,  See 
heading  France,  Germany, 
Russia. 

Contracts  for  Ships — Arrears  of  > 
arising   out   of    the    Eng 
Strike,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  26, 117, 

Failure   of   Output   on  the  pa 
Manufacturing     Contract 
Programme  Limited  by 
First  Lord's  Statement,  Fd 
1125 
Os.  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttlew 
Feb.  26,  life ;   Mr.  S 
1148;    Adm.   Field,  1 
SirC.  Dilke,  1166;  M 
Wortley,  Feb.  27, 1243 
E.  Robertson,  1251. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  %>, 
1168. 

Inadequate  Programme — Sir  C.  F 
on,  Feb.  26, 1162. 

Placing  Extensive  Orders  for  ? 
.in  the  hands  of  Contracton 
U.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  26, 117 
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Ships 

Colliers 

Armed  Screw   Coliiere — Messrs. 
Furness,    Withy   &   Co.'s 
Design 
Q.    Mr.    W.  Allan;    A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  22,  795 

First  Lord's  Statement.  Feb.  26, 
1129. 

Cruisers,  Construction  of,  etc. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 
1123,  1128. 

"  Highflyer"  and  "  Minerva," See  sub- 
heading Boilers. 

Obsolete  Ships — Ships  to  lie  taken  off 
List 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26. 
1128. 

Parson's,  Mr.,  Propulsion  by  the  Tur- 
bine Invention 
0.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1153. 

Precautions    against    Fire  —  Wood 
fittings,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Provand  ;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Feb.  26,  1001. 

Repairing  Ships 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1156. 

Repairs  and  He-fits 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 
1128. 

River   Gunboats   sent  out  to  China 
Station 
0.  Colonel  Denny,  Feb.  27,  1271. 

Telegraph  Ships 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26, 
1129. 
0.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1156. 

Shipwright  Apprentices 

Os.   Mr.    Kearley  Mar.   i,  1506  ; 
Mr.  Morton,  Mar.  2,  1562;  Mr. 
Macartney,  1567. 
Slips  for  Building  Ships 

Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Mar.  2,  1570; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  1574. 

South  African  War— Graspan  and  Colenso 

Battles,  Publication  of  Despatches 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 

Feb.  15,  60  ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A. 

Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  19,  361. 

Stokers 

Employment  of  incompetent  men. 
O.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  27,  1263. 

Grievances 

Os.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Mar.  1, 1503 ; 
Mr.  Macartney,  1506. 

Increase  of  Pay,  etc.,  advocated 

Os.  Sir  J.  Baker,  Feb.  27,  1255 ; 
Capt.  Phillpotts,  1295. 

Strategy,    See    sub-heading   Intelligence 
Department 

Strength  of  the  Navy 

De  Bloch,  M.,  on  the  Strength  of  the 
British  Navy 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26, 1164. 
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Navy— emit. 

Strength  of  the  Navy — eont. 

Safeguard  against  Intervention  in  the 
present  War,  etc. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  26, 1162. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion—Colliers, Telegraph  Ships, 
etc.,  Essential  to  Efficiency  of  Fleet 
— Lord  C.  Beresford's  Statement 
Q.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster ;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  Feb.  20,  571. 

Torpedo  Destroyers 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26.  1123. 

Training 

Blue-Jackets. 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1236. 

"  Britannia,"  Training  on 

0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  2,  1544. 

Officers  and  Men 

0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  2,  1542. 

Training  Ships — Removal  of  the  "  Ganges" 
from  Falmouth. 
Os.   Capt.  Phillpotts,  Feb.  27,  1256; 
Sir  U.  iKay-Sbuttleworth,  Mar.  2, 
1569;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  1573. 

Training  Squadron 

Abolition  proposed. 

Os.  Capt. Phillpotts,  Feb.27, 1256  ; 

Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  2,  1545. 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  the 

Estimates,  Feb.  26,  1116,  1139, 

1155,  1161. 

Masted  Ships  v.  Cruisers 

O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  26n  1139 ; 

Mar.  2,  1545. 
First  Lord's  Statement,  Fvb.  26, 

1116. 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 

Wages  of  Seamen,  etc.,  Vote  for,  Feb.  27, 
1297  ;  Mar.  1,  1459 ;  Mar.  2,  1542. 

Wastage 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1157. 
Wei-hai-wei,  See  that  Title. 
Works 

Buildings,  etc.,  Vote  for,  Mar.  2,  1568. 

Hong  Kong — Copy  of  Plan  Presented, 
Mar.  1,  1410. 

Works   Department  —  Services   of    Mr. 
Riley 
Os.  Admiral  Field,  Mar.  2,  1571.  Mr. 
A.  Cliamberlain,  1575. 

Navy  Estimates 

Appropriation  Account  Presented,  Feb.  15, 

Explanatory  Statements  Presented,  Feb. 
21,  704. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty's  Statement, 
Feb.  26,  1111,   1168-  Debate  resumed, 
Feb.  27,  1231  ;  Mar.  1,  1459. 
[For  Details  discussed  in  Debate,  See 
their  sub-headings  under  Navy.] 

Men  and  Boys  [i  14, 88o\,  Com.  F«fo.2n  ^W\\ 
Rep.  Mor.  3,  \«&\. 
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Navy  Estimates-*™'.  I  New  Orleans 

Relation  to  the  Revenue— Percentage  of  Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  22,  766. 

Naval  Expenditure 
0.  Sir  J.Colomb,  Feb.  27, 1231.  New  Quay  Harbour 

Wages,  etc,  Officers,  Seamen  £5,527,000  Removing  Deposit  of  Rock  and  Gravel 

Com.  Feb.  27,  1297  ;  Mar.  1,  1459 ;  Mar.  I  Qm  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 

2,  1542.  son,  Mar.  1,  1448. 

Works,   Buildings,    etc.    £845,800,    Com.  i 
Mar.  a  1568.  |  New  Russia  Company  Bill 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
Neath  Harbour  Bill  i  193. 

/.  2r*  Feb.  19,  341.  .New  Writ 

Committed,  Feb.  26,  1042.  j         sligo,  County  of  (North  Division),  Feb.  55, 

Nelson,  Earl  j  914, 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminis-  I  New  York 

tration,  Charges  against  the  Com-  !         Consular  Shipping  Office,  Charges  against 
missioners,  &c,  Feb.  76,200.  ]  Qt  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 

Crimean  Widows,  Feb.  16,  211.  i  Feb.  22,  806. 

i  Os.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  23,  996, 100* 

Netheravon  Estate                                    i  1029, 1034 ;  Mar.  2, 1606. 

Purchase  of,  by  the  War  Office— Method  i  Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Mar.  S> 

pursued  in  Valuation,  et<\  i«06 
Q.   Mr.   G.    Bowles;    .1.   Mr.   A.   J.  , 

Balfour,  Mar.  1,  1452.  |  New  Zealand 

Va+Iav  TTnanitjtl  I         Australia  to  Cape  Cable— Protest  against 

Netley  Hospital  Concession^  the  Eaatern  Telegraph 

Hours  of  Duty  of  Medical  Corps,  etc.  I                   Company 

Q.    Capt.    Norton  ;    A.    Mr.    J.  P.  |                 n   Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber. 

Williams,  Mar.  2,  1521.  j                v  ,aillt  MaJt  ly  1434. 

Invalided    Soldiers,    Treatment    of,    on  j         New  Hebrides  —  International  Positioo, 
leaving  ,  Negotiations 

Q.  Lord  Carnngton  ;  A.  Marquess  of  ;  n  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J. Balfour, 

Lansdowne,  Feb.  26,  1057.  1  ye0t  js,  224. 

Wooden  Forms  in  Dining  Halls,  Substitu-  :  mm         _    __    _     . . 
ting  Barrack  Cham*  for,  Newark  By-election 

-    Q.  Captain  Norton;   A.  Mr.  Wynd-  New  Member  sworn,  Feb.  20,  595. 

ham,  Feb.  22,  787.  > 

;  Newbliss  Court  House 

Neutrality  of  Portugal  <         Holding  Party  Meetings  in 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 


Delagoa  Bay,  See  that  Title. 

New  Caledonia 

French     Caledonia  -  Queensland      Cable 
Agreement,  Terms  of,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;   A.  Mr.    Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1090. 


Mar.  1,  1450. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill 
Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  27, 
1185. 

Newfoundland 
j         Naval  Reserve  Organisation 
New  Hebrides  References   to,  in   Debate  on  Nsry 


Estimates,  Feb.  26,  1121, 1167. 
Newport  Corporation  Bill 


International      Position,     Arrangements 
modifying — Communicating  to  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A .  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  16, 225.  1  /.  2R*.  Feb.  16,  194. 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 
New  Members  Sworn  ; 

Forster,  Sir  M.,  for  the    University   of    Newport  QKoimouthahire)  Gas  Bill 
London,  Feb.  15,  103. 


Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill,  for  the  Borough 
of  Plymouth,  Feb.  If),  393. 


/.  2R*  Feb.  28,  910. 

Committed,  Mar.  2,  1509. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  30, 
501. 

Lonsdale,    Mr.  J.  B.,  for  Armagh,  Mid,  : 
Feb.  16,  237.  Newry,  Keady  and  Tynan  Light  Railway 

O'Donnell,  Mr.   J.,  for  County  of  Mayo  ;  BiU 

(South  Division),  Mar.  2,  1538.  c  Ordered,  Feb.  28,  1301. 

Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.,  for  the  County  of  |  ,R-*  Mar'  *>  ,409' 

Nottingham  (Newark  Division),  Feb.  20,  j         Petition— Resolution  from  Committee  oa 
595.  \  Standing  Orders,  Feb.  *7,  1198. 
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Newton,  Lord 

Army  —  Government   Military  Proposals, 
Inadequate  Proposals,  Feb.  1  J,  24. 

Kifle  Ranges  in  Foreign  Countries — Mili- 
tary Attaches'  Reports,  Mar.  1,  1373. 

Newton,  Mr. 

Jameson  Raid 

Qs.  Mr.  B.  Robert*,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill, 
Mr.  Bayley;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  19,  368. 

ffewton  and  Uanllwchaiarn  Urban  Dis- 
trict Gas  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  16,  195. 

Committee,  Feb.  ././,  911. 

ffifer  Coast  Protectorate 

Annual  Report  Presented,   Feb.  23,  912, 
914. 

'Hiobe,"H.M.8. 

Boilers,  Cost  of  Repairs— Return  Ordered 
(Mr.  W.  Allan),  Feb.  19,  358. 

forfolk 

Foot-and-mouth  Disease  Regulations 

Q.  Sir  S.  Hoare;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  15,  88 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Price, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson ; 
At.  Mr.  AkersDouglas,  Feb.  20, 
582;  Qs.  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr. 
Soames  ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  22, 
806 ;  Q.  Mr.  Soames  ;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
Feb.  27,  1216;  Qs.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Pryce ;  An.  Mr.  Long, 
Mar.  1,  1434 ;  Q.  Capt.  Pretynan  ; 
A.  Mr.  Long,  Mar.  2,  1532. 

forman  French 

Acts    of    Parliament  —  Use    of    Norman 
French  in  Royal  Assents 
Q*.  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  As. 
The  Speaker,  Mr.    A.  J.   Balfour, 
Mar.  i,  1453. 

forth  British  Railway  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  26,  1042. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  28, 
909. 

forth  Eastern  Railway  Bill 
/.  2k.  •  Feb.  22,  766. 
Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
341. 

forth  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) 
Bill 

/.  2B. #  Feb.  22,  766. 
Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
341. 

orth  German  Lloyd  Steamship  Go. 
Training    of    Seamen,  Masted    Ships    r. 
Cruisers— References  to,  in  Deliate  on 
the  Estimates,  Mar.  .'.  1558,  1861. 
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:  North    Metropolitan     Electric     Power 
i  Supply  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  356. 

North  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Canal 
'  Company  Bill 

!  c.  2R.#  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  2<s 
I  215. 


|  North  Warwickshire  Water  Bill 

i  r.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  26*„ 
215. 


!  Northbrook,  Earl  of 

!         Compulsory     Military    Service  —  Militia- 
Ballot,  Feb.  20,  516,  524,  530. 

I         Isolation  Hospital  [Amendment]  Bill,  3n.» 
!  Feb.  20,  50& 

j         Patriotic    Fund  —  Application    and    Ad- 
ministration,    Charges     against    Com- 
|  missioners,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  196. 

!         Rifle  Ranges,  Expenditure  on— Closing  of 
Rifle  Ranges,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  345. 

Rifle  Shooting— Short  Range  Shooting 
Galleries,  Establishment  of,  Mar.  1, 
1370. 

Northumberland,  Duke  of 

Compulsory  Military  Sen  ice  —  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  532. 

Norton,  Capt.  [Newington,  West] 

Army 

Militia 

Officers  —  Pay,    Gratuities   and 

Pensions,  Feb.  22,  793. 
Rate   of    Pay    on    Embodiment, 

Feb.  20,  566. 

Regular  Troops  at  Home,  Number, 
Efficiency,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  364. 

Stren^theningand  Improving  Organ- 
ization of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces  —  Government  Proposals* 
Feb.  16,  254. 

Veterinary  Department — Number  of 
Civilian  Surgeons  in  South  Africa, 
etc.,  Feb.  26, 1086. 

Volunteers  Enlistment  Regulations, 
Age  Limit  and  previous  Service 
with  the  Regulars,  Mar.  1,  1418. 

War  Office,  Reorganization  Com- 
mittee, Dissolution,  and  appoint- 
ment of  New  Committee,  proposal, 
Feb.  20,  569. 

Civil  Servants— Reports  of  Officials  on 
Subordinates,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1455. 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard  Labourers — 
increase  of  Pay  for  Overtime  suggested. 
Feb.  23,925. 

London  Boroughs  under  London  Govern- 
ment Act — Arl\am«tk\AXN  TOwa£\8fe.t*ta..> 
Feb.  20s  m 


\0«!&. 
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Norton,  Capt.  —con*. 

Metropolitan  Police — Ex-Soldiers 

Conditions    of   joining   the   Reserve, 
Mar.  2,  1521. 

Pensions,  Mar.  I,  1439. 

Netley  Hospital 

Medical  C«»rps,  Hours  of  Duty,  etc. 
Mar.  2,  1521. 

Wooden  Forms  in  Dining  Halls,  Feb. 
22,  787. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Committee  of  Inquiry  — 
Conducting  Proceedings  in  Public,  Feb. 
26,  1083. 

Transport  Waggon*,  Colonial  Offer  to 
Supply  for  South  Africa,  Feb.  19,  368. 

Woolwich  County  Council  Election— 
Allowing  time  for  Government  Work- 
men to  vote,  Feb.  22,  803. 

Norton,  Lord 

Board  of  Education  Act— Constitution  of 
Local  Authorities,  Feb.  22,  u2. 

Nottingham,  County  of 

New  Member  Sworn  for  Newark  Division, 
Feb.  20,  595. 

Nottingham  Corporation  Bill 
c.  1R.#  Feb.  19,  355. 

Nursing  Orderlies 

South  African  War — Number  of  Orderlies 
in  Proportion  to  Patients 
Q.  SirW.  Foster;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  786. 

Nussey,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Pontefract] 

Under-age  Recruits,  Ca.se  of  Maguire, 
Feb.  22,  794,  795. 

Nyassa 

See  Africa,  Central. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  M. 

Attendance  at  Belfast  Land  Commission 
Sittings 
Q.  Mr.  Daly;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
16,  234. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Army  Veterinary  Commissions,  Number 
of  vacant  Commissions,  etc,  Feb.  22, 

787. 

Assizes,  New  Commissions,  Names  of 
Civic  Dignitaries  omitted  from,  Feb.  20, 
587. 

Athboy  Medical  Officer,  Absence  of— En- 
gagement and  payment  of  Substitute, 
Mar.  1,  1448. 

Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Bantry,  Mar.  2, 
1535. 

Chaplains  -  Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  for 

the  Navy,  Mar.  2,  1560. 
Contraband  of  War,  Right  of  Search— 

"  Sabine,"  seizure  of,  Fe6.  27,  1204. 
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Edinburgh  Parcel  Sorters,  Promotion  to 
be  Postmen — Wages  and  Boot  Allow- 
ances, etc.,  Feb.  20,  575. 

Ex-soldiers  rejoining  for  One  Year,  Age 
Limit,  Feb.  26,  1085. 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Court— 
Case  of  Ellen  Ryan,  Mar.  2,  1534. 

Kilkenny  Land  Commission  Sittings,  Mm. 
1,  1450. 

Lunatic  Asylums — Return,  Mar.  1,  1440. 

Norman  French,  use  of,  in  Royal  Assent* 
to  Acts  of  Parliaments,  Mar.  1, 1454. 

Patriotic  Fund  Committee,  Constitution 
of  Committee,  etc.,  Feb.  22.  789. 

Pink  Eye  Outbreak  in  Ireland— Importa- 
tion of  Foreign  Hones,  Feb.  to,  590. 

Portadown,  Reported  Riots  at,  Mar.  J, 
1536. 

Postal  Rates  on  Gifts  to  the  Troops  at  the 
Front,  Feb.  22,  788. 

Railway  Amalgamation  Bills 

Agricultural  Department,  Feb.  X, 
942. 

Attitude  of  the  Board  of  Works,  etc.. 
Mar.  1,  1451. 

Seamen's  Grievances  —  Charges  against 
New  York  Consular  Shipping  Office,  <fcc. 
Mar.  2f  1621. 

South  African  War 

Boers  invading  Zululand  - —  British 
Troops  despatched  from  Natal,  Feb. 
20,558. 

Chaplains — Roman  Catholic  Chaplain 
with  Irish  Militia,  Mar.  1, 1419. 

Destitute  Relatives  of  Soldiers,  Pro- 
vision for — Case  of  Bridget  Gavin. 
Feb.  19,  365. 

Dublin  Police,  Compulsory  Volun- 
teering, alleged,  Mar.  1,  1420. 

Financial  Proposals — Closure  of  De- 
bate, Motion  to  Report  Progre*s 
Feb.  16,  327. 

Horses,  Purchase  of  Irish  Hon** 
Feb.  20,  565. 

Irish  Protest,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  484. 

Irish  Soldiers  and  wearing  of  the 
Shamrock  on  St  Patrick's  Iky, 
Feb.  20,  562. 

Militia — Irish  Regiments 

Compulsory  Volunteering,allege«l. 
Feb.  15,  62 ;  Feb.  16,  271,  *>7. 
308  ;  Feb.  20,  567,  568;  Ffh.  •/!, 
1206. 

Wexford  Militia  refusing  to  g»  to 
the  Front,  alleged,  Feb.  20, 3«9. 

Native  Districts,  Exclusion  of,  from 
Military  Operations,  Feb.  20,  5M. 

Telegrams  for  Soldiers  at  the  Front - 

Unicode,  Mar.  1, 1421. 
Whiteley,    Corporal—Recommending 

for  Victoria  Cross,  Feb.  26, 1084. 

Transport  "  Pinemore,"  Repairs  and  Hani- 
bowline  Docks,  Feb.  22,  779. 

[coat. 
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Whisky  in  Bond— Liability  of  Owner  to 
pay  Excise  Duty  Chargeable  on  Defi- 
ciency, Feb,  20,  576. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  A.  [Donegal] 

Agricultural  Institute  for  the  Province  of  ' 
Munster,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  819.  j 

Style's,  Sir  W.,  Estate— Turbary  Rights, 
Feb.  19,  388. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  \V.] 

Charitable  Loan  Fund*  (Ireland)  Act, 
Feb.  36,  1103. 

Contempt  of  Court,  Imprisonment  for 
Knvanagh,  P    Caw  of    Fh.  27,  1224. 

Ryan,  Ellen,  Case  of,  *\far  2,  1634. 
Irish  Lights  IWrd,  Reconstruction,  pro- 
posed, Feb.  W,    I04+ 

Labourer*  C-ottages— Bait  in-law  District 
Council  Scheme,  Frb.  27,  l-223. 

Shillelagh  Union  Night  \urae— lief  using 
to  sanction  Appointment  of  Untrained 
Nurse,  Feb.  32,  815. 

South  African  War 

Irish  Protest,  etc-.,  Feb.  19,  482. 

Property  —  Deal  ruction  of  Private 
Property  by  British  Troops,  alleged, 
Frh.  >2t  im. 

Spaninh-ArnericHn  War— Reported  British 
Sale  of  Ammunition  to  Spain  in  1898, 
Feb.  A',  1093  ;  Mtn\  lt  1431. 

>'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 
Business  of  the  House — Friday  Sittings, 
Short  Day  Sitting,  Feb.  15,  108. 

Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  23,  970. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  2ft., 
Feb.  27,  1194. 

Patriotic  Fund  Administration — Constitu- 
tion of  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Feb.  20, 
555. 

gaby's  Estate 

liaising  Kent  on  Tenant's  Improvements 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A .  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  22,  818. 

Id  Age  Pensions 

National  Old  Age  Pensions — Petitions, 
Feb.  20,  554. 

Idham 

County  Court,  Condition  of  —  Death  of 
Judge  E.  Jones 

Q.  Mr.  Emmott;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Afar.  1,  1435. 

idham  Corporation  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

liver  Cromwell 
See  Cromwell. 
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Omagh 

Post  Office— Plans,  Tenders,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Murnaghan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  16,  230. 

Open  Spaces 

Building  upon 

London     County     Council     General 
Powers  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Orange  Free  State 

Annexation  of  the  Upper  Tugela  District- 
Boer  Proclamation 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  23,  920. 
Mtlner,    Sir   A.,  nnd  President  Steyn— 
Despatches  ami  Telegrams,  Charges 
against  Sir  A.    Milner— " Garbling 
1  m  portan  t  Te  tegrama  " 
Om.  Ml  Llnyd -George,  Mar.  5,  15i9: 
Mr,  J.  Chattberlun,  1583. 
PftOMtft     Destruction    of,    by    British 
Troops,  alleged 
Q,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  22,  783. 

Ordnance  Factories 

Accounts -Details  of  War  Material,  etc. 
Publishing 
Q«.  Sir  C.  Dilke.  Mr.  Bainbridge  ;  A$. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Feb.  36, 1089. 
Appropriation  Account  Presented,  Feb.  15, 

54. 
Estimate  Presented,  Feb.  22,  776. 

Pay  of  Foremen 

Q.  Capt.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  2,  1522. 
Supplementary  Estimate  Presented.  Feb. 
15,  53. 

Orr  Ewing,  Mr.  C.  L.  [Ayr  Burghs] 

llemNm.    I'  of,    Commemorating  in 

Elementary  Schools,  Feb.  19,  371. 

Ossett  Corporation  Gas  Bill 

c.  2B.#  Feb.  19,  355. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.    16, 
215. 

Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill 

1.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  912. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  (No.  2) 
Bill 

c.  2R.  Feb.  37,  1298. 

Owen  Jones  Charity 

Queen's  School,  Endowment 

Q.  Mr.  Ash  ton ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Lawson, 
Feb.  22,  8C0. 


Owners'  Site  Values  Act 

Petition  for  Alteration  ol  \jk«%  ¥*K  MU 
775. 
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Oyster  Fisheries 

Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  Loder ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb. 
15,  89. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme 

Cape  to  Australia  Scheme,  Protests  from 
Canadian  and  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ments 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  1, 1424. 

Cocoa- Keeling  Islands— Leased  to  Eastern 
Extension  Company,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  1.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  20,  573. 

Delay  in  carrying  out 

Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  20,  573. 

Paignton  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

1.2&.*  Feb.  16,  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Palgrare's,  Sir  R.,  Residence 

See  House  of  Commons— Clerk's  Residence. 

Parcels 

Insurance  of  Parcels  to  Cape  Colony 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  2,  1529. 

Troops  in  South  Africa 

Delay  in  Delivery  of  Parcels 

Q.  Mr.   Hartley  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  Feb.  27,  1205. 

Postal  Rates 

Q.    Mr.     P.    O'Brien:    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  788. 

Paris,  Declaration  of 

Contraband  of  War,  See  that  Title. 

Effect   of,  on   the   Sea  Power  of  Great 
Britain 
Os.   Mr.   G.    Bowles,   Feb.   26,  1141  ; 
Mr.  Goschen,  1176. 

Paris  Exhibition 

Diagrams  and  Statistical  Tables  Prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  Photo- 
graphing and  publishing  as  Public 
Document  proposed 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Feb.  22,  102 ;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  1024. 

Parish  Churchyards 

Authority  over    Monuments— Objections 
toMonument   by  Coventry  Clergy- 
man 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  1,  1438. 

Parliamentary  Elections  [Mariners'  Votes] 
Bill 

r.  1r.»  yeh.  27,  1231. 

Parliamentary  Franchise  | 

Militia  on  Active  Service-  -Legislation        , 
Q.   Iiord    Raglan;    A.    Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  Feb.  JO,  33QL 
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Parliamentary  Franchise  [Extension  to 
Women]  Bill  ' 

Petition,  Feb.  28,  1302. 

Parsons',  Mr.,  Invention 
Experiments 

O.  Adm.  Field,  Feb.  26,  1153. 

Passenger  Trains 

Communication  on  Trains,  See  Railways — 
Passenger  Communication. 

Patent  Office 

Committee  of  Inquiry  into  Working  of,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;    A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb. 
20,  579;    Q.  Mr.  Cawley ;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  27, 1210. 

Patriotic  Fund 

Application  and  Administration 

Charges  against  the  Commissioners, 
etc. 
Debate  [Lords],  Feb.  16,  196. 

Committee  of  Inquiry  —  Constitution 
of  Committee 
Q.  Mr.  Kearley;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  19,  359 ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Holland,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 
Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Sir  R.  T.  Reid, 
Mr.  Lloyd-George ;  As.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  SO,  555;  Qs. 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr.  M'Kenna, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  As.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  22, 78* 
0.  Mr.  M'Kenna,  Feb.  23,  981. 

Conducting  in  Public 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  26,  1083. 

Roman  Catholic  Representative 
Qs.  Mr.    P.    O'Brien,   Mr.  W. 
Redmond;     As.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  22,  790. 

Crimean  Widows 

Os.  Vis.  Knuteford,  Earl  Nelson, 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  Earl  Mor- 
ley, />&.  i6\211,213,214. 
Commission — Pensionsand  RetiringAUow- 
ances 
Q.  Mr.  Kearley ;   A.  Mr.  J.  P- 
Williams,  Feb.  15,  77. 
Address    for   Return  [Mr.  KearleyJ, 
Feb.  19, 358— Return  Presented,  a* 
23,  914. 

South  African  War— Application  of  d* 
Fund 

Debate  [Lords],  Feb.  16,  196. 

Paymaster-General  of  the  Forces 
Duke  of  Marlborough 

Peace 

Strength  of  British  Fleet— M.  de,  Bloeh 
i  on,  etc. 

\  O.  8ir  C.  Dilke ;  Feb.  26,  I16S. 
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Feb.  in— Mar.  2. 


[Pea^-Phl 


Pensions 


Ratification  of  the  Convention  and  Ap-  j 
pointment  of  Arbitrator* 
Q.  Mr.  Courtney;   A.   Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  15,  88.  J 

Reduction  of  ArmamentR  proposal  | 

O.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  .M,  1122. 

Pease,  Mr.  BL  P.  [Darlington] 

Array  —  Strengthening     and    Improving  i 
Organization  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces — Government  Proposals,  Feb  19,  i 
416.  I 

South  African  War,  Feb.  19,  416.  I 

Superannuation  FumU,   Exemption  from 
Income  Tax,  Mar.  .*,  1630. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Northnmlierland,  TyneHide]  j 

Slavery  on  the  Mainland  of  Zanzibar,  etc. 
Feb.  23,  994,  1001. 

Peers  ! 

Representative  Peers,  See  that  Title. 


Government    Workmen'**     Pensions — De- 
duction from  Wages,  alleged 
Q.    Mr.   Woods;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 
Fvh.  20,  576. 

Metropolitan  Police— Ex -Soldiers 

Q.   C.ipt.    Norton;    A.    Sir   M.    W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  1,  1439. 

Naval    and    Marine    Officers — Order*    in 
Council  Presented,  Feb.  15,  56. 

Patriotic  Fund  Commission,  Set  Patriotic 
Fund. 

Prison    Officers'    Pensions— Petitions  for 
Augmentation 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall  ;  JT  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  10,  226. 

Volunteers— Scheme  of  Military  Reorgan- 
ization 
Q.  Mr.  Drage;    A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  19,  368. 

{See  also  Superannuation. ) 


Sat  First— Lord  Ludlow,  after  the  Death 
of  his  Father,  Mar.  1,  1349. 


;  Pershad  Madho 

j         Petition  for  Redress  of  Grievances,  Feb* 
Jl,  702 


Pemba 

Slavery  I 

Os.  Mr.  .1.  A.  Pease,  Feb.  M,  994,  ! 
1001 ;  Mr.  8.  Buxton,  997  ;  Mr.  '• 
Broilrick,  998. 

Papers  relating  to 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  ,1.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  :>,  1627.  ! 


Penal  Senritude  Acts 

Conditional  Licences,  Feb.  19,  343,  367. 


!  Persia 

Persian  l^oan 

British  Government — Attitude 

Q.   Mr.   Hedderwick;    A.   Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  15,  1213. 

A  path  v  of  British  Government  — 
1/ord  Rosebery  on  the  Situation 
in  Europe,  Feb.  15,  31. 

|  Paying  off  the  Regie  Loan — Option 

.  given  to  the  British   Govern- 

j  ment    of    Guaranteeing    New 

Loan,  etc. 
(J.    Mr.    Hedderwick ;     A . 
j  Brodrick.  Mar.  1,  1430. 


Mr. 


Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamers 
Accommodation  for  Seamen 

Os.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  Ritchie,  I  Peterborough  Railway  Station 
Feb.  M,  1003,  1027;  Mr.  H.  I  Jrwwxuuxwu»11  T"1^  ow*WUft 
Wilson,  Mar.  :J,  1608.  i         Improvements,  Progress  in 

©.Mr.  H.  Wilson  ;A.  Mr.  Kit  slue,  !  V-  Mr-  Monckton  ;   J.  Mr.  Ritchie*. 

Mar.  1,  1444.  j  Feb.  ..'./,  932. 

44  Australia  "  !  _ 

Q.    Mr.     H.    Wilson ;     A.    Mr.  j  Petitions 

Ritchie,  Feb.  :2'.i,  806.  Public  Petitions  Committee 

Os.  Mr.  H.  WUson,  Feb.  i.%  1004 ;  Committee  Appointed,  Feb.  SO,  699u 

Mr.  Ritchie,  1027.  |  Ueport,  M.  S  1348. 

Transport  Service  Contracts  ! 

<?•  Mr.  8.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Macart-  j  Petroleum  Oils 

*     '  Dangerous  Lamps  and  Oils— Legislation 

_  Qs.   Mr.   Provand ;    As-.  Sir  M.   W. 

*>nn,  Mr.  J.  [Lewisham]  Ridley,  Feb.  15^  82  ;  Feb.  ISO,  578. 

Artillery,  Increase  in— Pressure  at  Wool-  I 

vich,  etc.,  Feb.  lv,  270.  j  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland) 

Navy  .         Order  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  27, 1201  ; 

Engineer   Officers  and   Engine-room  '  Mar'  U  ,m 

Artificers,  Number  from   Keyham  :  _.  .„     ^     _     ^    .    r¥V_         _ 
and  Outside  Sources,  etc.,  Feb.  10,    PhlllpottS,  Capt  A.  [Devon,  Torquay] 


372. 

First  Lord's  Statement— Position  of 
Engineers,  Watertulje  Boilers,  etc.,  ■ 
Feb.  27,  1263. 


Navy — First  Lord's  Statement,   Feb.   27r 
1236  ;  Mar.  1,  1479. 

{For  detaW*  of  h\x\>\«A*  &\e£.Tffi&R&,/$** 
ISavy.N 
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Phosphorus  Poisoning  !  Plnnkett,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  C.—cont. 

Match  Manufacture— Now  Rules,  Arbi 
tration  ,etc. 
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Q.  Sir  C.  DUke ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  1,  1440. 
Amendment  of   the  Factory  Acts— 
Statement  (Sir  M.  \V.  Ridley,  Mar. 
2,  1539. 

Pickersgill,  Mr.  E.  H.  [Rethnal  Green,  S.  W.l 
County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 

Electric   Lighting   Bill,    2R.,    Feb.  26, 

1070. 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill,  2R., 

Feb.  27,  1191. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Provisional  Orders— Board  of  Trade  Re- 

?orts  Presented,  Feb.  28,  1303 ;  Mar.  1, 
350. 

Scotland 

Application  from  small  Fishing  Com- 
munities  for    Construction    of  • 
Harbour* 
Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Feb.  2.1,  1020 : 
Mr.  Ritchie,  1025.  , 

Congested    Districts    Board  -Grants,  \ 

Q.  Sir  L.  Lyell;  A.  Mr.   A.  G. 

Murray,  Feb.  lo,  86. 
Q.    Mr.   Weir;   A.    Mr.    A     G. 

Murray,  Feb.  20,  581. 


Pilkington.  GoL  [Lancashire,  Newton] 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  2k.,   Frb. 
1340. 


*8.. 


41  Pinemore  "  Transport 

Breakdown — Taking  to  Liverp(K>l  instead 
of  Haulbnwline  Dock  for  Repairs 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Feb.  22,  779. 

Pink  Eye  Outbreak  in  Ireland 

Importation  of  Horses 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Feb.  20,  590. 


Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2R.,  Fib. 
21,  736,  739,  741. 

Foot-and-mouth  Disease  Regulations  — 
Importation  of  Cattle  into  Ireland,  Feb. 
26,  1107. 

Pink  Eye  Outbreak,  Importation  of 
Foreign  Horses,  Feb.  20,  590. 

Railway  Amalgamation  and  the  New 
Agricultural  Department,  Feb.  23,  942. 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters— Three  Mile* 
Limit,  Number  of  Gunboats  employed 
off  the  Coast,  etc,  Feb.  23,  941. 

Plymouth 

By- Election — New  Member  sworn,  Feb. 
19,  393. 

Rifle  Range  for  Marines 

Os.  Nir.  Kearley,  Admiral  Field,  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Mar.  2%  1571,  1*>74. 

Police 

Glasgow — Removal  of  Persons  suffering 
from      Injury,     etc.,     Change    of 
Practice 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;   A.  Mr.   A.  <;. 
Murray,  Feb.  10,  382. 

Metropolitan  Police 

Ex-soldiers  .Joining  the  Reserve 

Q.    Capt.    Norton;    A.  Sir  M.   W. 
Ridley.  Mar.  2,  1521. 

Hyde  Park  Barracks,  re-building,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann  ;   A.  Mr.  Aker* 
Douglas,  Mar.  2,  1531. 

Pensions  of  Ex -Soldiers 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  /,  1439. 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  see  Constalm- 
lary. 


1  Police  Magistrates 

i         Metropolitan  Magistrates,  AJwneetlmnvli 
llli  ~       - 

C« 
Ma?.  1,  1440. 


Illness—Deputies 
(,>.  Capt.  Jessel ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 


Police  Reservist  (Allowances)  Bill 

r.  Ir.  Feb.  19,  393. 


Plessis,  Mr.  Barend  du 

Arrest  of,  at  Cape  Town,  for  suspected 

Treason-Inquiry  '  Pontefract  Park  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham-  .  *w*WQ"a"*w  *«*»»  -»*** 
berlain,  Feb.  16,  219.  *  2r.#  Feb.  19,  355. 

Plunkett,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  C— Vice-President  i  Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act 

of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  I  Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Feb.  /& 

Ireland  [Dublin  County,  S.]  ;  356;  Feb.  26,  1081  ;  Feb,  28,  130*2. 

Agricultural  Department 

Appointment  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Gill,  Feb.    Poor  Law  Belief 

^'  rm-  Strand    Union    Workhouse,    Refusal  of 

Science  and  Art  Department,  Trans-  |  Relief —Death  of  Esther  Terrv 

ferring  Administration  Feb.  15,  101.  Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.   Mr.  T.  W*  K««- 

Agricultural  Education— Establishment  of  8eH»  Feh'  19>  38°- 

Model  Farms  and  Agricultural  Schools  i 
in  North  of  Ireland,  Feb.  22, 819.  :  Poor  Law  Unions,  Ireland 

Grants 

Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  27,  1222. 


Connaught,  Purchasing  Land  by  Congested 
Districts  Board— Striped  and  Unstriped 
Areas,Feo.  26, 1108. 
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Poor  Bate,  Ireland 

UemUsion  of,  to  Tenants  purchasing  hold- 
ing* 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  939. 

Portadown 

Riots 

Q.  Mr.  R  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  2,  1536. 

Portsmouth,  Earl  of 

Compulsory    Military    Service  —  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  20, 536. 

Portugal 

Neutrality  of  Portugal  and  the  Delagoa 
Bay  Question,  See  Delagoa  Bay. 

Post  Office 
Employes 

Bank  Holiday  Duties  in  Rural  Dis- 
tricts —  Arranging   to  benefit 
Postmen 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  28t  937. 

Infectious  Diseases  at  Home,  Report- 
ing— Enforced  Absence  as  Sick 
I^eave 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  16,  229. 

Organisations  of   Employes— Official 
Recognition 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  L'2,  810. 

Postmen,  See  tliat  Title. 

Sorting  Clerks'  Examinations  Rule 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  23,  937. 

Volunteers  and  the  War — Balance  of 
Civil    Pay,    Paying    over,    to 
Authorised  Representatives 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A .  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  19,  309. 

Irish  Questions 

Athleague  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  15,  94. 

Clonmel  Post  Office — Purchase  of  Site 
for  New  Building 
Q.  Mr.  Condon  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  19,  384. 

IJrogford  Post  Office,  Lighting  outside 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  16,  233. 

Ixmgford  Postmen — Hours  of  Duty 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  As.  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Feb.  19,  383 ;  Feb.  27, 
1230. 

Lurgan— New  Office,  Building   Site, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan;  A.  Mr,  Han- 
bury, Feb.  15,  94. 

Omagh,    New    Post    Office  —  Plans, 
Tenders,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.     Murnaghan ;    A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  Feb.  16,  230. 


Poet  Office— rout. 

Irish  Questions— ront. 

Stradone 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  15,  93. 

•         Stranraer  and  Larne  Mail  Service — 
Delays  and  Unpunctuality 
Q.   Mr.   Arnold  -  rorster  ;  A.  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Feb.  19,  384. 

Tullyhogue,  Inadequate  Arrangements 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  27,  1220. 

Queensgate— Proposal  to  erect  new  Post 
Office 
Q.  Sir  M.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,. 
Mar.  1,  1446. 

Scotch  Questions 

Edinburgh  Parcel  Sorters—Promotion, 
Wages,  Boot  Allowances,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Feb.  20,  575. 

Stamp  Contracts,  Prices  paid  for  Stamps, 
etc.,  —  Refusing     information     to 
Members  of  Parliament 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  As.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  23,  936 ;  Mar.  2,  1529. 

Strand  Post  Office,  Delay  in  completing 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  Feb.  22,  859. 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks 

Ireland  —  Applications    to    London,    for- 
Withdrawals 
Q.   Mr.   Hayden;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
Feb.  22,  812. 

Trade   Union    Funds — Order  for  Return 
discharged,  Feb.  16,  218. 

(See  also  Savings  Banks.) 

Postage 

Troops  at  the  Front— Rates  of  Postage 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
Feb.  15,  74  ;    Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  16,  222. 

Postage  Stamps 

Number  and  Cost  of  Stamps  supplied  to 
Post  Office 
Qs.  Mr.  Heaton ;  As.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
Feb.  23,  936 ;  Mar.  2,  1529. 

Postmaster-General 
Duke  of  Norfolk.   . 


Postmen 
Edinbi 


>ureu    Parcel    Sorters,  Promotion- 
Wages  and  Boot  allowances,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. 
Feb.  20,  575. 


h 

r. 
b. 

Fines  for  late  Attendance 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  2,  1528. 

Longford  Postmen— Hours  of  Duty 

Qs.  Mr.  Farrell ;  As.  tfe.  Kax&kkv 
Feb.  19, 38&\  Fcb.«!;YHb. 


'/ 


Pos-Pri]  INDEX. 

Feb.  15—  Mar.  2. 

Postmen— cont.  Premier 

Manchester  Town    Postmen—  Good   Con-  Marquess  of  Salisbury 

duct  Strijjes,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  -4.  Mr.  Hanbury, ;  Presbyterian  Chaplains 
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Mar.  1,  1446. 
Rural    Postmen— Bank    Holiday    duties. 

Arranging  to  benefit  Postmen    • 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  .1.  Mr.  Hanbury, 

Feb.  M,  937. 
Telegraphists  ami  Sorting  Clerks,  Post 


men  Qualifying  as,  before    Rxam- 

-  .ft 

suggested 


ination  —  Modification    of     Rule, 


Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  >.%  937. 


Pott,  Mr. 

Steamship    Agencies    at     Delagoa    Bay,  I 

Dismissal  of  Mr.  Pott,  etc.  I 

Qs.  Mr.  S.  Wortley,  Mr.  G.  Bowles :  I 

As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  ?J,  781.  ' 

Pottery  I 

Lead  Poisoning,  See  tliat  Title.  i 

Poultry  Breeding 

Highlands  of   Scotland— Congested    Dis- 
tricts Board  Facilities, 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A .  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  19,  382. 


Bishop  of  Calcutta's  Jurisdiction  over 
Q.    Sir    M.    Stewart ;    A.    Lord    G, 
Hamilton,  Mar.  1,  1429. 

Press  Messages 

Transmission  of — Report  of  Department* 
Committee 
(J.  Sir  J.   tang;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury 
Feb.  !7,  1218. 

Preston  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  Hi,  19.5. 
Committed,  Feb.  >.i,  91 1. 

Pretyman,  Captain  E.  G.  [Suffolk,  Wood 
bndge] 

Foot  -  and  -  Mouth  Disease  Regulations, 
Mar.  ,.',    1532. 

Price,  Mr.  B.  J.  [Norfolk,  East] 

Foot  -  and  -  Mouth  Disease  Outbreak*  - 
Regulations  and  Restrictions,  Removal 
of,  etc.,  Feb.  >0,  582  ;  Mar.  /,  1435. 


Printing  and  Stationery 

Vote  for  (Supplementary  Vote)  Feh.  ..'.', 
866. 


Powell,  Sir  P.  S.  [Wigan] 

Camp  Bedstead  Contracts  —  War  Office 
Pattern,  Feb.  19,  369. 

Volunteer  Field  Officers,  Status  of— South 
African  War,  Feb.  19,  367. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Chaplains— Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  for 
the  Navy,  Mar.  2,  1559. 

Gaelic  League  Suggestions — Revised  Code 
of  Primary  Education,  Feb.  19,  387. 

South  African  War 

Expenditure,  etc. — Protest,  Feb.  lf>, 
267. 

Financial  Pioposals — Closure  of  De- 
bate Motion  to  Report  Progress, 
Feb.  16,  331. 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters— Three  Miles' 
Limit,  Number  of  Gunboats  employed 
off  the  Coast,  etc.,  Feb.  >3,  941. 

"PowerM,"  H.M.& 

Boilers,  Cost  of  repairs— Return  Ordered 
(Mr.  W.  Allan),  Feb.  19,  358. 

South  African  War  ami  the  Naval  Brigade, 
See  South  African  War. 

Prayers 

Armagh's,  Archbishop  of,  Prayer— Con- 
sulting Roman  Catholic  Cliaplains 
before  distributing  to  the  Troops 


Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  \Vyni\\Mwm,\ 
Feb.  .*?,  786. 


I  Prisons 

I  Officers'  Pensions — Petitions  for  AugtiieQ- 

I  tation 

I  Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Kidlev, 

j  Feb.  16,  226. 

j  Scotland,  Supplementary  Vote  for,  F4. .'.', 
866  —  Increase  in  expenditure,  etc, 
Mar.  >,  1594. 

Private  Bill  Legislation 
Expenses  Return 

Q.    Mr.    D.    A.   Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Collings,  Feb.  /.?,  84. 

Private  Bills 

Petitions— Standing  Orders  not  compel 
with,  Feb.  16,  216  ;  Feb.  26.  1000 ;  M<"> 
f,  1510. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  P, 
I  ;  Feb.  16,  193,  215  ;  Feb.  19, 341, 353: 
Feb.  20,  551  ;  Feb.  &,  765,  773;  FA.  & 
909,  912,  913 ;  Feb.  M,  1041,  1059 :  />*■ 
27,  1181,  1184,  1185  ;  Mar.  C,  1309. 

Standing  Orders  not  complied  with.  Frh. 
19,  341  ;  Feb.  >*),  501  ;  Feb.  £8, 909 :  M 
*6,  1041  ;  Mar.  2.  1509. 

Standing  Orders  to  lte  dispensed  villi. 
Feb.  27,  1181. 

Privy  Council  Office 

Registrar,  Salary  of,  etc. 

(h.  Mr.   G.    Bowles,    Mr.  ,  Han  bury. 
Feb.  23,  864,  865. 
\*Afc  tat  V^\v^«wv«tv\AXN  N*\*Y  *vA*  •" 
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[Pro-Bai 


Pro-Boer  Meetings  j 

Exeter  Hall  Disturbance  | 

Oh.  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  ! 

Mar.  2,  1624,  1026. 

i 

Property 


Public  Works 

Ireland— Hoard  of  Public  Works,  Ancient 
Monuments  Vested  in 
(J.  Sergeant  Hemphill ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury.  Feb.  16,  231. 


South  African  Republics,  Property  in,  and  j  P^P**  Teachers 
the   South    African    War,    See   South  "" 


African  War. 

Provand,  Mr.  A.  D.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 

China,  Blue  Book  relating  to — Date  of 
issue,  Feb.  20,  1094. 

Coal    Supply  —  Commission   of    Inquiry 
suggested,  Feb.  26,  1109. 

Dangerous  Lamps  and  Oils — Legislation, 
Feb.  15,  82 ;  Feb.  20,  578. 

Russian  Consul  General,  Appointment  at 
Bonifay,  Feb.  26,  1110. 

Seamen— Compensation  for  Injuries,  Legis- 
lation, Feb.  15,  83. 

War   Ships  —  Precautions   against   Fire, 
Wooden  Fittings,  etc.,  Feb.  26,  1091. 

Workmen's    Compensation   Act— Casual 
Labourers,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  83. 

Provisional  Order  Bills 

Standing  Orders,  Feb.   19,  353 ;    Feb.  23, 
909. 


Training  Curriculum — Science  v.  Grammar 
Q.  Mr.  Morrell ;  A.  Sir  J.  (jrorst.  Feb. 
7.7,  91. 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty 

Annual  Reports  and  Accounts  Presented, 
Mar.  1,  1350,  1409. 

Queen's  Gate  Post  Office 

Proposal  to  Erect 

Q.  Sir  M.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
Mar.  1,  1446. 

Queensland 

Cable — New  Caledonian-Queensland  Cable, 
Agreement,  Terms  of,  etc 
Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  Hi,  1090. 

Queen's  School,  Chester 
Owen  Jones  Charity 

Q.   Mr.   Ashton  ;  A.  Mr.  (J.  Lawson, 
Feb    >.\  800. 


Pryce-Jones,  Lieut.-CoL   E.   [Montgomery  I  Queen's  Speech 

Boroughs]  Answer  to  Address,  Feb.  16,  214. 

Rifle  Ranges— Machynlleth  Site,  Feb.  26,  I 
1088.  Queenstown 

Volunteers 


Officers'   Outfit  Allowance,  Feb.    26,  I 
1088. 

Training— Month's  Training,  proposal, 
etc.,  Feb.  15,  146. 

Welshpool  Telegraphic  Arrangements,  Re- 
port of  Inquiry,  Mar.  1,  1444. 

Public  Accounts  | 

Appointment  of  Committee,  Feb.  22,  841.     j 

Public  Appointments  | 

Deny — Roman  Catholic  and  Nationalist  j 

Claims  < 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  ! 

Feb.  16,  233. 


Embarkation  of  Troops  for  South  Africa 
— Neglect  to  provide  Food  liefore 
Embarkation,  alleged 
Q.   Mr.    Flynn ;    .4.  Mr.    Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  221. 

Quick-firing  Guns 
See  Guns. 

Quilter,  Sir  C.  [Suffolk,  Sudbury] 

Carbolic  Acid  Export  Trade — Removal  of 
Restrictions,  Feb.  :>0,  591. 

Militia  Artillery,  Embodiment— Scarcity 
of  Officers,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  566;  Feb.  »7, 
1208. 


Public  Health  Bill 

c  1R.*  Feb.  23,  920. 

Public  Libraries  Bill 
/.  1IL*  Mar.  1,  1350. 

Public  Offices 

Acquisition  of  Sites  Act— Account   Pre- 
sented, Feb.  15,  54. 

Public  Petitions  Committee 

Committee  Appointed,  Feb.  >0,  699. 
Ref*t,  Feb.  28,  1348. 

Public  Schools 

Scotland — Granting  Army  Commission* 
Q.  Mr.  Hosier;  A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  £2,  792. 


j  Babies 

I  Irish  Returns 

|  Q.    Dr.   Tanner;   A.   Mr.    Atkinson, 

i  Mar.  ./,  1533. 

I  Bag  Ian,  Lord 

I         Militia  Officers  4  Granting  Temporary  Rank 
|  to   Yeomanry   and  Volunteers,  Sui>er- 

seding  Militia  Officers,  Feb.  19,  350. 

Militia   and   the   South  African   War 
Franchise  Question,  Feb.  19,  352. 

|  Railway  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill 

Copies  of  Bill  for  Memta* 

Q.  Mr.  Sctott*«sv\    A.  ^x.  Y\\*fcvv^ 
Feb.  lti,23ft. 
Petition,  Feb.  23,  TO- 
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Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Feb.  27,  1201 ; 
Mar.  1, 1350. 

Railways 

Anstruther  Railway  Station,  Alterations  j 

at  ! 

Q.  Mr.  Dalziel ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb. 

26,  1097.  I 

Rills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles.  i 

Dogs*  Conveyance  of  —  Accommodation, 
Disinfection  of  Lockers,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
Feb.  23,  932. 

Foreign  Countries,  Sec  their  names. 

Ireland 

Amalgamation  Rill, 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Plun- 

kett,  Feb.  23,  942. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  1,  1451. 

Mountjoy  Station,  Closing, 

Q.    Mr.     Murnaghan  ;    A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  16,  230. 

Sittings  of  Commissioners — Number 
and  Cost  of  Sittings,  etc. 
Q.   Mr    Field ;  A.  Mr.   Ritchie, 
Feb.  16,  229. 

Light  Railways,  See  that  Title. 

Ludgate  Hill  Railway  Station  Improve- 
ment, Delay  in  carrying  out 
Q.  Mr.   Weir;    A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb. 
20,  580. 

Metropolitan     Underground     Railway — 
Electric  Traction,  Progress  of  Ex- 
periments, etc 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  15, 
86. 

Passenger  Communication    with    Guard- 
Brake  System 
Q.     Sir    J.    Brunner  ;    A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  Mar.  1,  1441. 
Board  of  Trade  Circular  and  Corre- 
spondence  relating    to,  Presented, 
Feb.  16,  195,  217. 

Railway  Companies  adopting 

Q.  Mr.   Weir;  A.   Mr.   Ritchie, 
Feb.  15,  85. 

Peterborough  Railway  Station  Improve- 
ment— Progress,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.    Monckton  ;  A.   Mr.  Ritchie, 
Feb  2$,  932.  | 

Soldiers'  Travelling  Allowances 

Q.  Mr.    Flynn ;   A.   Mr.   Wyndham,  I 
Feb.  16,  221.  | 

Volunteers,     Conveying     free    to    Rifle! 

Ranges,  proposed  ' 

0.  Mr.  J.  Bwms,Feb.  15,  170.  ! 

Waterloo   and    City    Railway  —  Inferior 
Management  and  Accommodation 
Q.   Mr.   Keswick;    A.    Mr.   Ritchie, 
:.t  ,.ulMar.  1,  1443. 

Bamsgato  Corporation  Improvements  Bill 

/.'Jr.*  Feb.  16,  195, 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  9\\. 

SO 


Ranch,  Maj.  [Essex,  S.E.] 

Artillery  in  India— Number  of  Batteries 
with  Quick-firing  Attachment,  Number 
of  Howitzer  Guns,  etc.,  Feb.  S3,  927. 

Helmets— Middlesex  Regiment  Equip- 
ment, Feb.  27,  1206. 

Recruiting  Standard,  Reduction,  Feb.  16, 
222. 

Reserve  Squadrons — Replacing  Casualties 
in  Service  Squadrons,  Feb.  27,  1208. 

Yeomanry,  Treatment  of,  at  Colchester 
Camp,  etc,  Mar.  2, 1520. 


Bate  Receipt  Books 

Ireland— Receipt    Books     and     Demand 
Notes,    Col 
Expens 
Q.    Mr.   Tully; 
Feb.  22,  817. 


lolumn    showing  Sanitary 
A.    Mr.    Atkinson, 


Bates 

See  Local  Taxation. 

Bating  of  Woodlands 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  Feb.  19, 
356 ;  Feb.  57,  1200;  Mar.  2,  1518. 

Rawmarsh  Urban  District  Council  (Tram- 
ways) Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  342. 
Committed,  Feb.  26,  1042. 

Beading  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

c.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  355. 

Recruits 
See  Army. 

Bedhill  Gas  Bill 

e.  2R,*  Feb.  21.  701. 
Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.  10, 
215. 


Redistribution  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A. 
Feb.  26,  1109. 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoor, 


Redmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterfbrd] 

Assizes,  New  Commissions,  Omission  if 

Civic  Dignitaries,  &c.,  Feb.  20,  588. 
Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Bantry— United 
Irish  League,  Feb.  26, 1107. 

Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  20, 595 :  M 
26,  1111. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  Feb.  15. 103: 
Feb.  19,  392. 

Closure  of  Debate,  Twelve  o'cl^ 
Rule  and  the  interruption  f 
Business— Point  of  Order,  Feb-  ''" 

333.  ,        % 


I 


Vol.  79.] 


SESSION   1900. 
Feb.  lb— Mar.  2. 


[Red-  Rep 


Redmond,  Mr.  J.  E.—cont.  , 

Contempt  of  Court — Case  of  Patrick  j 
Kavanagh,  Feb.  27,  1225.  j 

Evicted  Tenant*  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  21,  I 
716,  717,  726,  754. 

Patriotic  Fund  Administration — Constitu*  I 
tion  of  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Feb.  20,  i 
556. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  for  the  Navy,  ' 
Feb.  19,  371.  ! 

South  African  War,  Financial  Proposals—  | 
Closure  of  Debate,  Motion  to  Report 
Progress,  Feb.  16,  315,  319,  329,  330. 

Redmond,  Mr.  W.  [Clare,  E.] 

Army — Strengthening  and  Improving  Or-  j 
ganisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary  | 
Forces,  Government  Proposals,  Feb.  19,  I 
396.  j 

Assizes,  New  Commissions  —  Names  of  i 
Civic  Dignitaries  omitted  from,  Feb.  20,  I 
587.  I 

Australian  Federation  Bill-— Date  of  In- 
troduction, Mar.  2,  1527.  I 

Butler's  Estate-  Delay  in  Sale,  Feb.  20,  \ 
1103. 

Chaplains  —  Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  i 
and  the  Navy,  Feb.  19,  371 ;  Feb.  27,  I 
1279;  Mar.  2,  1550,  1554,  1555,  1556,  i 
1564.  > 

Clare  Militia  Volunteering  for  Service  , 
etc.,  Mar.  I,  1421.  | 

Cromwell  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the  , 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster 
—Protest,  Feb.  29,  974.  ' 

Ennis  Market  Tolls,  Feb.  15,  100.  i 

India  Famine  Relief  —  Treasury  Grant,  ! 
proposed,  Feb.  15,  89. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
1,  1406. 

London  Cab  Radius — Proposed  alterations, 
Mar.  1,  1439. 

New  Quay  Harbour,  Clearing  Deposit  of 
Rock  and  Gravel,  Mar.  1,  1448. 

Patriotic  Fund  Committee — Roman  Cath- 
olic Representative  on  Committee,  Feb. 
22,  790. 

Seamen's  Grievances  —  Charges  against 
New  York  Consular  Shipping  Office, 
etc.,  Mar.  2,  1621. 

South  African  War 

Roer  Spies  in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
alleged,  Feb.  15,  71 ;  Feb.  19,  367. 

Cause  of  the  War— Jameson  Raid, 
Expansion  of  the  Empire,  etc.,  Feb. 
19,400. 

Cost  of  the  War,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  842. 

Cronj«*.  Gen.,  Surrender  of,  Feb.  *7,  I 
1204.  ! 

Treatment  of,  Mar.  1,  1414.  ' 

Destitute  Helatives  of  Soldiers,  Pro-  I 

vision  for—Cane  of  Bridget  Gavin. 

Feb.  J9,  365.  \ 

Voz.  LXXIX.    [Fourth  Series.]       l 


Redmond,  Mr.  W.—cont. 

South  African  Wax— rout. 

Financial  Proposals — Closure  of  De- 
bate, Motion  to  Report  Progress, 
Feb.  16,  309,  318. 

Guns  supplied  to  the  Boers  previou 
to  the  >Var — Messrs.  Vickers  and 
Sons,  Mar.  1,  1416, 

Imperial  and  Colonial  Troops,  Number, 
etc.,  F*b.  20,  564. 

Position  of  South  Africa  after  the 
War— Difficulties  of  Government, 
&c.,Feb.  /r>,  461. 

Sympathy  with  the  Boers,  Feb.  15, 
135  ;  Feb.  19,  457. 

Telephone  Service  —  Establishing  Trunk 
Line  in  West  Clare,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1447. 

Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Ireland— Repeal 
of  Act  Prohibiting,  Mar.  1,  1451. 

Reformatories 

Inebriate  Reformatories,  Sec  that  Title. 

Reformatory  Schools 

Scotland— Transferring  Control    to  Scot- 
tish Office 
Q.   Sir  C.  Cameron;   .4.  Sir  M.  W 
Ridley,  Feb.  22,  799. 

Regimental  Canteens 

See  Can  teens. 

Regimental  Titles 

Secondary  Titles  and  the  Casualty  Lists 
from  South  Africa 
Q.  Col.  Welby;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1207. 

Registration  of  Voters,  Ireland 

Time  allowed  for  Collecting  and  Printing 
Objections  to  Names  of  Persons  on 
Register 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  23,  938. 

Reid,  Sir  R.  T.  [Dumfries  BurghsJ 

Court  of  Appeal— State  of  Business,  Feb. 
27,  1225. 

Patriotic  Fund  Administration  —  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  and  Lord  Justice  Henn 
Collins,  Feb.  20,  556. 

Rejoining  the  Colours 
See  Army. 

Representation  of  the  People  in  Parlia- 
ment 

Redistribution  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  Kiiuber ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 
Feb.  20,  1109. 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland 

Desart's,  Earl  of,  Right  to. Vote-  Petition, 
Feb.  22,  765. 

Right  to  Vote    E»UU\»h»\,  Mar.  », 
1509. 

Dunhoy  ne  b,  L.oti\  ,  V  fct\X,vm,  F  eb .  1  &  •>  \ » 

Right  to  Vote  Y4ta\>\u£ta&,  tM>*   *** 
765  •,  Feb.  2G,  VA\. 
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Reserves 

See  Titles  Array  and  Navy. 

Revenue  Buildings 

Vote  for  [Supplementary  Vote],  Feb.  22,  \ 
859. 

Revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom 

Naval     Expenditure,   Percentage     of,    in 
Relation  to  the  Revenue  ; 

O.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1231.  ! 

Rhodes,  Mr.,  and  the  Jameson  Raid  I 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Proposal  to  I 

Reopen  Inquiry  into  the  Jameson  Raid,  I 

Feb.  80,  599.    '  I 

Rhodesia  j 

Postage  Rates  to  Troops  at  the  Front  j 

Q.  Mr.  Caldwell;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
Feb.  IS,  74. 

Rhymney  Iron  Company  Bill 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

BJiymney  Railway  Bill 

I.  2R.*  Feb.  .-22,  766. 

Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 

.Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
341. 

Ribblesdale,  Lord 

Lunacy  Bill,  Com.  Afar.  1, 1351, 1352, 1353, 
1354. 


[Vol. 


Ridley.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.— Secretary  of 
the  State  for  Home  Department  [Lanca- 
shire, Blackpool] 

Animals— Wild  Animals,  Public  Exhibi- 
tion and  Performances— Local  Authori- 
ties' Bye-Laws,  Feb.  2$,  930. 

vCircuit  System—"  White  Glove"  Calendar, 
Alterations  in  Circuit  System  proposed, 
Mar.  2,  1532. 

Coroners'  Inquests — Viewing  Bodies,  Con- 
sulting Coroners'  Opinions,  Feb.  22,  800. 


Dangerous  Lamps  and  Oils- 
Feb.  75,83;  Feb,  20,  578. 


Legislation, 
Service) 


Electoral    Disabilities  (Military 
Bill,  Introduced,  Mar.  1,  1458. 

Factory   Acts    Exemptions — Army 
tracts,  Feb.  20,  577. 


Con- 


Factory  Inspectors 

Annual  Report,  Date  of   Issue,  Feb. 
15,  82. 

Female  Factory  Inspectors,  Diminu- 
tion in  NumWot  Visits, etc., -Fe^. 
22,  799. 
Factory  and  Workshop  Afcte  km«a&sa«i& 
Bill,  Introduced,  Mar.  *,\m 

H2 


Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.  —ront. 
Fair  Wage   Clause    and    Local    G 
ment  Board  Contracts— Return,  I 
930. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Doulton,  Messrs.,  Case  of,  F 
987  ;  Mar.  /,  1441. 

Special  Rules,  System  of  Arbit 
etc.,  Feb.  J7,  986,  988. 

Amendment   of    Factory 
Mar.  2,  1539. 

London    Cab    Radius— Proposed 
tions,  Mar.  1,  1439. 

Lunatic  Asylums— Return,  Mar.  1, 

Match  Manufacture.  New  Rule* 
t ration,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1440. 

Metropolitan  Police 

Ex  -  Soldiers  joining  the  R 
Conditions,  etc.,  Afar.  ..\  1521 

Pensions  of  Ex -Soldiers,  Mar.  j 

Metropolitan  Police  Magistrates — A 
of,  through  illness,  Deputies,  A 
1446. 

Parish  Churchyard  Monuments— 
tion  to  Monument  by  Rev.  S.  1 
Mar.  1,  1438. 

Police  Reservists  (Allowances)  Hi] 
Feb.  19,  393. 

Prison  Officers'  Pensions — Petitic 
Augmentation,  Feb.  16,  226. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  S< 
Schools,  Transferring  Control  to  S< 
Office,  Feb.  22,  799. 

Seamen,  Compensation  for  Injury, 
lation,  Feb.  15,  83. 

South    African    War — "  Stop  the 
Meetings,  Disturbance  at  Exeter 
Mar.   >,  1626. 

Vivisection— London  University  0 
Physiological  Laboratory,  Feb.  :ft, 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

Agricultural  Labourers,  Extei 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
Insurance  Premiums  to  Fan 
Feb.  20%  578. 

Casual  Labourers,  Feb.  15,  83. 

Rifle  Practice 

Encouragement  of  Rifle  Practice 
0.  Col.  W.  Murray,  Feb.  15,  154. 

Establishment  of  Clubs 

0.  Sir  W.  Thorburn,  Feb.  15, 159. 

Gun  Licences 

Granting  Occasional  Licences 
Q.   Sir  J.    Kinloch ;    A.  Sir 
Hicks- Bench,  Feb.  16,  236- 

Remitting  Tax,  etc. ,  Proposed 
Qs.  Mr.  Loyd,  Mr.   Butcher ; 
Sir  M.    Hicks-Reach,  M 
574. 


Rifle  Ranges 
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Jtiile  Ranges— <xmt. 

Closed  Rifle  Ranges 

Eastern  District  Closed  Ranges  since 
issue  of  Lee-Metford  Rifle—Address 
for  Return  (Mr.  J.  P.  Williams), 
Feb.  15t  56 ;  Return  Presented,  192. 

Militia  Battalions  unable  to  obtain  , 
Practice  before  Departure  for 
South  Africa,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.   F.  W.    Wilson;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  566.  | 

Utilising  Closed  Ranges  ' 

Os.  Col.  W.  Murray,  Feb.  15,  155 ;  I 

Mr.  Wyndham,  180.  | 

Dunstable,  Construction  of  Range  at 

Q.  Mr.  Ashton ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  i 
Feb.  27,  1210.  ' 

Expenditure  on— Closing  of  Rifle  Ranges,  , 
etc.  j 

Os.  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Earl  of  North-  i 
brook,  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Lord  i 
Tweedmoutn,  Lord  Wenlock,  Feb.  ! 
19,  343,  345,  347,  348,  349. 

Expenditure  under  Military  Works  Act,  i 
etc.  i 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Feb.  27,  1211.  ! 

Foreign      Nations  —  Military     Attach6s'  ' 

Reports  ; 

0.  Lord  Newton,  Mar.  1,  1373.  , 

Grants      to     Corporations     and      Local  ' 
Authorities,  etc.  ' 

Q.  Sir  H.  Bullard  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1210. 

Marines,  Rifle  Ranges  for 

Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Adm.  Field,  Mr.  A.  ! 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  2,  1571,  1574. 

Miniature  Ranges— See  Subheading,  Short  , 
Range  Shooting  Galleries. 

Montgomery — Machynlleth  Site  j 

Q.   Lt.-Col.  Prvce- Jones ;    A.  Mr.  J.  j 

P.  Williams,  Feb.  26,  1088.  ' 

Number  of  Ranges  acquired  by  Volunteer  ! 
Corps   and    County   and    Borough  I 
Councils  under  Act  of  1891 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke :    A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  223. 

Plymouth,  Difficulty  of  Obtaining  Site 
O.  Adm.  Field,'  Mar.  2,  1571. 

Short  Range  Shooting  Galleries,  Establish- 
ment of,  proposed— Delwite  [Lords],  Mar. 
1,  1362. 

Shrewsbury  Race  Connie,  Site  for  Rifle 
Range 
Q.  Mr.  H.   D.  Greene;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1522. 

Swiss  System  of  Short  Range,  etc. 

Os.  Lord  Tweed  mouth,  Feb.  15,  51 ; 
Mar.  1,  1367. 


i  Bight  of  Search 

See  Contraband  of  War. 


Riley,  Mr. 

Admiralty  Works  Department — Loss   of 
Mr.  Riley's  Services 
Os.  Adm.  Field,  Mar.  2,  1571  ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  1575. 

Riots 

Constantinople    Riots    in    1896  —  British 
Merchants'  Compensation  Claims 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 

Portadown,  Reported  Riots  at 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  2,  1536. 

Troops  employed,  Catering  for— Question 
of  Incidence  of  Costs,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  15,  79,  80. 


Hide  Shooting  Director 

See  Russell,  Shooting  Directors. 

Bifles 

Lee  Enfield  Rifle.  Srr  that  Title. 
83 


Ritchie,  Bight  Hon.  C.  T.— President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  [Croydon]. 

Anstruther  Railway  Station,  Alterations, 
Feb.  26,  1098. 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme— Mercantile  Marine 
and  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  Result  of 
Experiment,  Feb.  23,  1025;  Mar.  1, 
1443. 

Commercial  Intelligence  Department,  Feb. 
23,  1026. 

Foot-and- Mouth  Disease  Regulations,  ete., 
Feb.  22,  808. 

Fishing  Harbours,  Scotland— Application* 
from  Small  Fishing  Communities,  Feb. 
23,  1025. 

Hooley  Estate  — Delay  in  Winding  up, 
j  Feb.26,Hm. 

■         Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  1, 
I  1384 ;  1397,  1399,  1400,  1401,  1405,  1406. 

1  Light  Railways  Act — Complaints   as    to 

|  Administration,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  1033. 

I  Lighthouse  — Private    Telegraphic    Com- 

I  munication  with,  Feb.  15,  86. 

,  London    Docks    Amalgamation  of   Com- 

panies—Select   Committee,    Proposed, 
Feb.  20,  580. 

Ludgate  Hill   Railway  Station  Improve- 
i  ment,  Delay  in  carrying  out,  Feb.  2lh 

I  680. 

I         Mercantile  Marine  Certificates,  Examina- 
j  tions  in  Scotland— Instruction  in  Navi- 

!  gation,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  1034. 

i         Metropolitan  Underground  Railway 

I  Delays,  Mar.  1,  1442. 

!  Electric  Traction  on,  Feb.  15,  86. 

'  Mountjoy  Railway  Station,  Closing,  Feb. 

|  16, 230.  b 

j         Paris  Exhibition— Dtagraav*  «xA  <&t»&s>- 
;  ticalTaVAea,  eta.,  Feb.  *3* \£ft\. 

I         Passenger  Comm\m\eaX\oTv  VvWv  ^>aa:c^ — 
Brake  System,  Feb.   15,  %5\    Mar.    \* 

3  T  2  \c<w*. 


Bit— Rom] 


INDEX. 
Feb.  15— Mar.  2. 


[Vol.  7& 


Ritchie,  Bt.  Hon.  C.  T.-eonf. 

Patent  Office,  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
Working  of,  etc.,  Feb.  20,  579  ;  Feb.  27, 
1216. 

Peterborough  Railway  Station  Improve- 
ment—Progress, etc.,  Feb.  23,  932. 

Railway  Commipsioners'  Sittings,  Ireland 
Number  of  Sittings,  Cost,  etc., 
Feb.  16,  229. 

Railway  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill ; 
Distribution  of  Bill  to  Members,  Feb.  16, 
226. 

Seamen 

Able-bodied  Seamen— Proof  of  Quali- 
fication, Feb.  27,  1217. 

Crew  Accommodation 

Peninsular    and    Oriental    Com- 
pany's Steamers,  etc.,  Feb.  22 
806  ;  Mar.  U  1444. 
"  Lucania,"  Feb.  19,  380. 

Crimping  in  United    States  Ports— 

Charges  against  New  York  Consular 

Shipping  Office,  &c,  Feb.  22,  806 

Discharge  of  British  Seamen  in 
Foreign  Ports,  and  Percentage  of 
Foreigners  engaged  at  Foreign 
Ports,  Feb.  26,  1097. 


Departmental 

22,  807. 


Corn- 


Discharges    - 
mittee,  Feb. 

Foreign  Crews  —  Inability  to  under- 
stand Articles  of  Agreement, 
alleged,  Feb.  19,  379. 

Grievances  —  Accommodation  on 
Board  Ship,  Continuous  Discbarges, 
etc.,  Feb.  23,  1026. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  2,  1513. 

Typewriting  and  Printing—Registrar  of 
Joint  Stock  Companies  Refusing  Type- 
written special  Resolutions  under  Com- 
panies Act  of  1862,  Feb.  19,  378. 

Waterloo  and  City  Railway  — -  Inferior 
Management  and  Accomodation,  Mar. 
1,  1443. 

Workmen's  Shelters,  Institution  of  — 
Dublin  Trades  Council  Resolution,  Mar. 
I,  1442. 


River  Gunboats 

China    Station,    Unsuitability    of 
Gunboats  sent  to 
0.  Col.  Denny,  Feb.  27,  1271. 


River 


Roberts,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifion] 
Army  —  Strengthening   and    Improving 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Government  Proposals,  Feb.  19, 
410. 


Roberts,  Mr.  J.  B.—  ronf. 

Jameson  Raid— Mr.  Newton  and  Sir  G 
Bower,  Feb.  19,  363. 

Militia  and   Volunteers  —  Objections  t 
Enlistment  for  Foreign  Service,  Feb.  19, 
411. 

South  Africau  War,  Feb.  19,  412. 

Hussars  taken  Prisoners  at  the  Battle 
of  Glencoe  —  Lack  of  Military 
Knowledge  alleged,  Boer  Statement, 
Feb,  19,  411. 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  West] 
Afghanistan  and    Russia  —  Increase   of 
Russian  Troops  on    Afghan    Frontier, 
Feb.  19,  375. 

Burmo- Chinese  Boundary  Commission- 
Murder  of  British  Officers,  Feb.  16,  225. 

Colonial  Loans  under  Act  of  1899,  Num- 
ber of  Loans,  Amount  of  Interest,  etc, 
Feb.  26,  1091. 

India 

Contemplated   Military  Measures  on 
the  North- West  Frontier,  Mar.  1, 
1426. 
Plague — Number  of  Deaths  at  Bom- 
bay, etc.,  Feb.  23,  927. 

Robertson,  Mr.  E.  [Dundee] 

Navy— First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  27, 
1251.  ( For  8u bj ects  discussed,  See  Navy. ) 

Robson,  Mr.  W.  S.  [South  Shields] 
Seamen's  ( mevances,  Feb.  23,  1022. 

Rochdale  Corporation  Bill 

r.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Rollit,  Sir  A.  [Islington,  S.] 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme— Mercantile  Marine 
and  Koval  Naval  Reserve,  Result  of 
Experiment,  Feb.  *3,  1019. 

Commercial  Attaches  attached  to  Em- 
bassies abroad,  Additional  Appoint- 
ments proposed,  Feb.  23,  995. 

Commercial  Intelligence  Department, 
Feb.  23,  1020. 

Countv  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial 
Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2lL,Fcb.  26, 1072. 

Government  Property,  Rates  on,  Grant  in 
Lieu  of,  Feb.  22,  861,  H63. 

Hertf  ord  House,  Completion  of  Alterations, 
Opening  to  the  Public,  etc,  Feb.  &?, 881. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  lK.,Mar.  U 
1405. 

Savings  Banks  Deficiencies—  Amount  of 
Deposits,  Class  of  Depositors,  etc, 
Mar.  J,  1590. 

Seamen— Employment  of  Foreign  Seamen, 
etc.,  Feb.   '.;,  1019. 


Business  of  the  House — Jameson  Raid 
Debate,  Twelve  o'Clock  Rule,  Feb.  16, 
235. 

Cape  Town-SuspectedTxeaaou,  km*  rtY*"**  <**»*  <&**■*■> 
M.  de  Plessis,  Feb.  16,  <m.  x         *" c  W*A— 


Set  VXvfc.^aCviv*. 
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Roscommon  ,  Rugeley  Gas  Bill 

Magistracy  —  Disqualification    of    Local  ,         e.  2k.*  Feb.  21,  70i. 

Magistrates,  etc.  I         standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  10, 

Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  .  ->n  l  ' 

15,  100.  ' 


Rosebery,  Earl  of 

Compulsory    Military    Service  —  Militia 


ompulsory    Military 
Ballot,  Feb.  20,  545. 


Continental  Powers  and  Great  Britais, 
Feb.  15,  31. 
Alliance  Overtures,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  31. 

National  Crisis  —  Inadequate  Military 
Proposals  of  the  Government,  Feb.  15, 
27. 

Persia  and  Russia,  England's  Apathy, 
Feb.  15,  31. 

Rosmead,  Lord,  and  the  Jameson  Raid 
O.  8ir  W.  Harcourt,  Feb.  20,  645. 

Rotherham  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  195. 

Committed  Feb.  :.'?,  911. 

Rotherhithe  and  Batcliff  Tunnel  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  105. 
Committed  Feb.  23,  911. 

Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
See  Army — Medical  Corps. 

Royal  Assents  to  Bills 
Use  of  Norman  French 

Q*  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  As. 
The  Speaker,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Mar.  1,  1453. 

Royal  College  of  Art 

Headmaster's  Superannuation— Treasury 
Minute  Presented,  Feb.  10,  1043,  1082. 

Royal  Horse  Artillery 

See  Army— Artillery. 


Royal  Irish  Rifles 
iteering  fo 
K  Mr.  W. 
ham,  Feb.  22,  785. 


Volunteering  for  Garrison  Duty,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 


IRoyal  Patriotic  Fund 
See.  Patriotic  Fund. 

.Royal  Scots  Greys 

1  Regimental  Titles— Supplementary  Titles 
— Publication   of    Casualties    from 
South  Africa 
<>.  Col.  Welby  ;  A.  Mr  J.   Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  2.1,  921. 


Rural  Postmen 

See  Po.*tmen. 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  [Cheltenham] 

Army  Commissions,  Filling  up  Vacant 
Commissions,  Feb.  22,  787. 

Cycle  Corps,  liaising  for  South  Africa, 
pro]>osed,  Feb.  22,  784. 

Disappearing  Gun- mountings,  Feb.  22,  784. 

!  Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.— Secretary  to  the  Local 
j  Government  Board  [Tyrone,  8.] 

Census  [Great  Britain]  Bill,  1r.,  Feb.  10, 
394. 

Maidstone— Union  of  East  and  West  Sub- 
districts,  Objections  of  Poor  Law 
Guardians,  Feb.  20,  1100. 

Strand  Union  Workhouse,  Application  for 
Relief  refused— Case  of  Esther  Terry, 
Feb.  19,  381. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  2, 
1516. 

Russell  Shooting  Director 

Offioial  Trials 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hani,  Feb.  15,  75. 

Russia 

Afghanistan  and  Russia— Movement  of 
Russian  Troops  towards  Indian 
Frontier 

O.  Karl  of  KimWley,  Feb.  15,  43. 

<^.  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  10,  375. 

Bombay — Establishment  of  Russian  Con- 
sulate-General 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  10,  375. 

Q.  Mr.  Provand;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour, /W>.  2'i,  1110. 

British  Commercial  Agent— Appointment 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

Feb.  20,  1097. 
(>.    Mr.    ( 'ohen  ;    A .    Mr.    Brodrick, 

Mar.  1,  1430. 

Naval  Shipbuilding  Programme— First 
Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  20,  1126. 

Persian  Loan,  See  Persia. 

Railways 

Indian  and  Russian   Railway*,   Con- 
necting—Appointment of  Com- 
mittee 
(J.    Mr.    Maclean;    A.   Lord    G. 
Hamilton.  Feb.  22,  802. 
Report  Presented,  Mar.  1,  1350. 


Rubber 

Bxitisli    Central  Africa  Rubber   Trade—  j  _   ^,      .     .   -«.     t,  x.       v^^««wa 

Regahtihns  RutherfOTd,  Ulr.  V\ATie»a\\\T^,\>w*«B^ 

g.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  Lords  I)e\>aU»  Wi\qjvXw*,  YWja*\*  \fr» 

**  «28L  Lo\>by  sugft^WV  Feb.  !U,  ro«^ 
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Salisbury,  Marquess  of— «m*. 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Militia 
Ballot,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  47 ;  Feb.  20,  647. 

Crimean  War— Foreign  Assistance,  Mr. 
Disraeli's  Denunciations  of  the  "  Merce- 
nary Cut-throats/1  Feb.  15,  49. 

Extension  of  Empire— Dangers  of  Over- 
straining the  Resources  of  the  Country. 
Feb.  15,  46. 

South  African  War— Settlement  after  the 
War,  Treaties  with,  or  Interference  of 
Foreign  Powers,  Feb.  22,  771. 

Salisbury  Plain 

Purchase  of  Land  for  Manoeuvring  Grounds 
Estate  Duty 

(J.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1523. 

Netheravon  Estate — Coarse  par-sued 
in  Valuation,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  1,  1462. 

Salmon  Fisheries 

Sale  of  Crown  Rights  in  Scotland 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan:  A.  Mr.  H anbury. 

Mar.  2,  1633. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1605. 

Saltoun,  Lord 

Compulsory  Military  Service  —  Militia. 
Ballot,  etc,  Feb.  20,  537. 


Byan,  Ellen,  Case  of 

(J*.   Mr.   J.   O'Connor,   Mr.    P.   O'Brien; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  2,  1634. 

"  Sabine  "  Seizure  of 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  27,  1204. 

Sailors 

See  Seamen. 

St.  Albans  Water  Bill 
e.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,  Feb.   16, 
216. 

St.  David's  Railway  [Additional  Powers] 
Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  27,  1186. 

Standing  Order  complied  with,   Feb.   22, 
773. 

St.  David's  Railway  [Abandonment]  Bill 

Petition,  Feb.  16,  216. 

Standing  Orders  not  complied  with,  heb. 
/£,  216:  Feb.  19,  Ml. 

St.  Helena,  Island  of 

Colonial  Probates  Act — Orders  in  Council 
presented,  Feb.  15,  3,  66. 

St.  Joseph's  Inebriate  Reformatory 

Regulations  for  Management  Presented, 
Feb.  16,  196,  217. 

St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude's  School 
CorjKmil  Punishment 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Brunner ;  As.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  19,  377  ;  Feb.  22,  805. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Bill 
Petitions,  Feb.  16,  216  ;  Feb.  19,  356  ;  Feb. 
20,  554  ;  Feb.  21,  703  ;  Feb.  22,  775  ;  Feb. 
23,  914  ;  Feb.  27,  1200  ;  Feb.  28,  1302  ; 
Mar.  2,  1518. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
Bill 
Petitions,  Feb.  16, 216  ;  Feb.  19,  356  ;  Feb. 
20,  664  ;  Feb.  21,  703  ;  Feb.  22,  775  ;  Feb. 
23,  914  ;  Feb.  26,  1081 ;  Feb.  27,  1200  ; 
Feb.  28,  1302. 

Salford 

Petroleum  Lamp  Explosion — Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Provand  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Rid- 
ley, Feb.  15,  82. 

Salford  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Salisbury,   Marquess  of— Prime  Minister 
and   Secretary    of  State   for   Foreign 
Affairs 
Army— Strengthening  and  \m^xo\\xittOt-  (Bassoon,  Sir  E.  [Hythe] 
ganisation    of  Regular  and    kxxxu\a.T5\        C*M»  ^vci\^\«*--kv3n«aients.  Gov*n> 
Forces,   Government  Propoaa\a— \ia&A*-  \  m«v\,^G^^\»%ww^ 

qnate  Proposals  alleged,  Feb.  15,  *&.       \  k^wwwft* <&*.>  ¥<*».  to,^ 
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Samoa 

Anglo-German    Convention — Future    Ar- 
rangements    for     Government    of 
Samoa,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb. 
27,  1215. 

German  Government  Trading  Licences— 

Anglo-German  Declaration  of  1886- 

and  the  Convention  of  1890        vji-*. 

Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.   Brodrick, 

Feb.  16,  224. 

Samuel,  Mr.  J.  (Stockton) 

Seamen — Charges  against  New  York 
Consular  Shipping  Office,  etc.,  Mar.  S, 
1615. 

Sandhurst  College 

Unsuccessful  Candidates,  Admission  ef 
Q.  Admiral  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhwa, 
'  Feb.  22,  792. 

Sasine  Office,  Edinburgh 

Dismissal    of    Employes    with  Defective 
Sight,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  26, 1099. 
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Sassoon,  Sir  K—cont. 

Eastern  Telegraph  Company — Subsidies, 
Amount  of,  etc,  Feb.  27,  1219. 

Pacific  Cable,  Delay  in  arrangements  for 
construction  and  laying  of  cable — Cana- 
dian anxiety,  alleged,  Feb.  20,  573. 

Saunderson,  Col.  E.  J.  [Armagh,  N.] 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  21, 
714,  716,  717,  718,  719,  720,  739,  744, 745, 
746. 

Savings  Banks 

Annual  accounts  Presented,  Feb.  19,  342, 
356. 

Deficiencies,  Supplementary  Vote  for, 
Mar.  2,  1590. 

Depositors—  Class  of  Depositors,  etc., 
0.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Mar.  2,  1592. 

Deposits,  Amounts,  etc., 

O.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  Mar.  2,  1591. 

Military  Savings  Banks — Accounts  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  19, 342,  356. 

Poet  Office  Savings  Banks,— See  that  Title. 

System— Legislation 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Sir  M.   Hicks- 
Beach,  Feb.  16,  81. 

Trade  Union  Funds — Return  Ordered 
[Mr.  Woods],  Feb.  15,  56. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks — Annual  Report, 
Feb.  15,  3,  54. 

Savory,  Sir  J.  [Westmoreland,  Appleby] 

Jamaica  Fruit  Trade— Contracts  for  Con- 
veyance of  Fruit  by  Steamers,  Mar.  1, 
1446. 

Scarborough  Corporation  Bill 
e.  2B.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

School  Attendance 
See  Education. 

School  Board  Elections  [London]  Bill 
c,  IB.*  Feb.  28,  1347. 

School  Board  Electorate  [Scotland]  Bill 
c.  IB.*  Feb.  20,  596. 

School  Board  Teachers 

Pensions — School    Board  Superannuation 
Fund  and  the  Treasury  Scheme 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  22,  805. 


Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Manchester,  N.J 

Ceylon  Land  Ordinances— Amendment  of 
Ordinances,    Diswisfial  of  Mr.    F.    S. 
Abejawardetie,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1424. 
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Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.— ccm*. 

Hyde  Park  Police  Barracks,  Rebuilding, 
etc.,  Mar.  2,  1531. 

Manchester  Town  Postmen — Good  Con- 
duct Stripes,  Mat.  1,  1446. 

Railway  [Prevention  of  Accidents]  Bill, 
Distribution  of  Bill  to  Members,  Feb.  IS, 
226 

South  Lancashire  Tramway**  Bill.  2k., 
Mar.  :>,  1512. 

Science  and  Art  Departments 

Examiners  in  Art  in  Elementary  School**, 
Abolition  of — Question  of  Compen- 
sation 
Qs.  Sir  F.  Flannery  ;  As.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  10,  228  ;  Feb.  19,  389. 

Ireland,  Sec  that  Title. 

Vote  for— Supplementary  Vote,  Feb.  .£>, 
867  ;  Mar.  2, 1599. 

Scilly  Islands 

Breakwaters — Value  of  the  Scilly  Isles*  as 
a  Naval  Station 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  2,  1575 ;  Mr. 
GoHchen,  1575. 

Scotland 

Secretary    Rt.    Hon.    Lord    Balfour    of 
Burleigh 

Lord  Advocate — Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray 

Afforestation  of  Crofting  Areas 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murravy 
Feb.  20,  580. 

Anstruther  Railway  Station,  Alterations 
— Board  of  Trade  Recommendations 
Q.    Mr.    Dalziel;    A.    Mr.     Ritchie, 
Feb.  26,  1097. 

Army  Commissions,  Granting  to  Public 
Schools 
Q.  Mr.   Hozier;   A.   Mr.   Wyndham. 
Feb.  22,  792. 

Bills  relating  to,  Sec  their  Titles. 

Crime,  Increase  in — Vote  for  Prisons,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mar.  2,  1597,  1599 : 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  1597. 

Cowdenbeath     Borough     Commissioners 
Election 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  23,  943. 

Deer  Forests 

Returns 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mur- 
ray, Feb.  19, 381  ;  Q.  Mr.  Weir  ; 
-4.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  27, 
1225. 

Valuation 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mur- 
ray, Feb.  °6,  1099. 

Education 

Code  of  Regulations  for  Day  Schools^ 
1900,  with   \Y\**YCCvi«&,  Vra&et!fcfc&, 
Feb.  23,  fcU  \  Feb.  ^  V^SL 

l^gtelatVon  ^.       K     x 

Q.  Mt.  CromVife-.   A.  TAx.  ^-  *• 
ttaUoxxT,  Mar.  ~,  V^rt- 
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Scotland  —ront. 

Forfarshire    Sheriff   Clerkship— Office    of 
Clerk  of  the  Peace 
Q.    Mr.    Caldwell;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  1,  1447. 

Glasgow,  See  that  Title. 

Government  Buildings,  Rates  on,  Grant  in 
lieu  of — Scotch  Grievances 
0.  Mr.  Caldwell,  Feb.  22,  862. 

Heroism,  Deeds  of,    Commemorating   in 
Elementary  Schools 
Q.   Mr.   Orr-Ewing;    A.   Mr.   A.   G. 
Murray,  Feb.  ID \  371. 

Light  Railways— Complaints  with  Refer- 
ence to  the  Administration  of  the 
Act  in  Aberdeenshire. 
Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Feb.  23,  1020 ;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  1023. 

Local  Government  Accounts,  Publication 
of 
Q.    Mr.    Crombie:    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  1,  1448. 

Mercantile    Marine    Certificates,   Exami- 
nations, etc. — Instruction   in  Navi- 
gation 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Feb.  23,  1031. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Congested  Districts 

Q.  Sir  L.  Lyell ;   A.  Mr.  A.  G. 

Murray,  Feb.  15,  86. 
Q.   Mr.  "Weir ;   A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Feb.  20,  581. 
Construction    of— Application     from 
small  fishing  communities, 
Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Feb.  23,  1020; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  1025. 
Poor    Law    Amendment  [Scotland]   Act 
1845 — Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law, 
Feb.  19,  356  ;  Feb.  28,  1302. 

Poultry     Breeding     in     the    Highlands, 
Facilities    provided    by  Congested 
Districts  Board, 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  \l  G.  Murray, 
Feb.  19,  382. 

Prisons,  Vote  for — Supplementary  Vote, 
Feb.  22,  866— Increase  in  Vote,  Mar.  2, 
1594. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Trans- 
ferring Control  to  Scottish  Office- 
Legislation 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;   A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  22,  799. 

Salmon  Fisheries — Sale  of  Crown  Rights 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  2,  1533. 
_  0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1605. 

8eaforth  Highlanders,  Accommodation  at 
Dingwall 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
19,  373. 
Secretary  for— Secretary  should  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1605. 
Telegraphic  Communication  with  London, 
Interruption  of— Proposed    Under- 
ground Wires,  etc. 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Leng,  Mr.  CtlfareW,  As. 
Mr.  HanbuTy,  Feb.  22,tf». 
Trawling,  See  that  Tit\e. 
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Scott,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Lancashire,  Leigh] 

Birmingham  University  Statutes — Section 
20  and  the  Granting  of  Degrees,  Feb.  20, 
574. 

Scottish  American  Investment  Company, 
Limited,  Bill 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  19, 
341. 

Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assur- 
ance Society  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  23,  910. 

Committed,  Mar.  2,  1509. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  20, 
501. 

Scott's,  Capt.,  Invention 

O.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  26,  1153. 

Sea  Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom 

Statistical  Tables  and  Memorandum  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  15,  56. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act 

Board  of  Trade  Order  Presented,  Feb.  26, 
1043,  1082. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  [Scotland]  Act 
[1895]  Amendment  Rill 
c.  1R.*  Feb.  16,238. 

Sea  Power  of  Great  Britain 
Declaration  of  Paris,  Effect  of 

Os.   Mr.  G.   Bowles,  Feb.  26,   1141; 
Mr.  Goschen,  1176. 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  [Ireland] 
Non-Congested  Districts— Accounts  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  19,  343,  357. 

Seaforth  Highlanders 

Dingwall,     Additional     Accommodation, 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
19,  373. 

Seamanship  in  the  Navy 

Marines  v.  Seamen,  See  Marines. 

Seamen 

Able-bodied  Seamen — Signing  on  men  un- 
able to  Produce  Certificates  of  four  year* 
service,  &c. 

References  to  in  Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  Feb.  23, 1007, 
1029  ;  Mar.  2,  1607. 

Proof  of  Qualification 

Q.  Mr.  H.Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Feb.  27,  1217. 

Agreements— Foreign  Crews  engaged  in 
British  Porte,  Inability  to 
understand  Articles  of  Agree- 
ment 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  29,379. 

\\tafereucgft  to,  in  Debate  in  Com- 
W\  %  Mar.  *,\*YL.  \ 
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Seamen— rout. 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme— Mercantile    Marine 
and  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  Result  of 
Experiment 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M' Arthur  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mar.  1,  1442. 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  S3, 1019,  1026. 

British  Seamen,  Decrease  in  Numbers— 
Naval  Reserve,  etc. 
O.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  27,  1264. 

Casualties  at  Sea 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Feb.  23,  1022 ;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  1027. 

Crew      Accommodation.    See     Merchant 

Shipping 
Trim  ping— Charges    against  New    York 

Consular  Shipping  Onice,  See  New  York. 

Discharges 

Continuous  Discharges 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  1015, 
1022,  1023. 

Committee— Report 

Q.  Mr.  H.   Wilson;  A.   Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  22,  807. 

Discharge  of  Seamen  at  Foreign  Porte 

Failing  to  pay  passage  home,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  H.    Wilson,  Mar.  2, 
1613. 

References  to,  in  Debate  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
S3,  1013. 
Percentage  of  Foreigners  Engaged 
at  Foreign  Ports 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  26,  1097. 

K  in  ploy  men  t  of 

Seamen  —  Technical   Instruction    to 
Seamen. 
Motion    (Lord    Monkswell),  Feb. 
1043. 
Foreign  Seamen,  Employment  of  incom- 
petent men 
O.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Mar.  2,  1611. 

"  Golden  Gates  "—Insubordination 
0.  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  23,  991. 

Grievances  of  Seamen — Debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  Feb.  S3,  991 ;  Mar.  2, 
1666. 

Naval  Reserve,  First  Lord's  Statement, 
Feb.  20,  1118,  1168. 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Mariners'. Votes), 

Bill,  See  that  Title. 
Scotland  —  Examination    for   Mercantile 
Marine  Certificates 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Feb.  23,  1031. 

Training— Masts  v.  Cruisers,  See  Titles 
Navy  and  North  German  Lloyd  Steam- 
ship Company. 

Transports — Employ  merit  of  British  Sea- 
men, Admiralty  Regulations 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson  :  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Feb.  £*,  778. 
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Seamen— cent. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  Extension 
Q.    Mr.    Provand;    A.    Sir    M.    W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  15,  83. 

[See  also    Navy,    subheadings    Reserve, 
Rejoining  the  Service,  etc.] 


Secondary  Education  Bill 

Date  of  Introduction 

Q.    Mr.    H.    Lewi*;    A.    Mr. 
Balfour,  Feb.  23,  943. 


A.   J. 


Secondary  and  Technical  Education 

Board  of  Education,  See  that  Title. 

Re-organisation  of  Education  Department, 
See  Titles  Education  Department  and 
Board  of  Education. 
Scientific  Teaching  in  Secondary  Schools 
Q.  Sir  M.  Foster;   A.  Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Mar.  1,  1437. 

Seditious  Circulars 

Circulation  in  Dublin 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  15,  66. 

Seely,  Mr.  C.  H.  [Lincoln] 

Army  Uniforms  —  Undress  Uniforms 
for  Active  Service,  Khaki  or  Grey 
Uniforms,  Feb.  SG,  1087. 

Separation  Allowance 

See  South  African  War. 

Servia 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  S6,  1042. 

Seton-Karr,  Mr.  H.  [St.  Helens] 

Bread  Stuffs,  National  Reserve,  Feb.  27, 
1204. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r.  Mar. 
1,  1389,  1393,  1397. 

Shamrock 

Irish  Troops  in  South  Africa— Wearing  of 
the  Shamrock  on  St.  Patrick's  Day 
Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien  ;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  SO,  662. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill 
r.  Ordered,  Feb  21,  702. 
1R.#  Feb.  22,  774. 

Certificates  referred  to  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  Feb.  20,  501,  553. 

Standing  Orders  to  be  dispensed  with, 
Feb.  27,  1181. 

Shaw,  Miss  Flora 

References  to/uv  \te\»te  on\>&»  Vx^v*^ 

Kald,  Feb.  20? *\4,  <S*&>  «V  «**  w* 
6SQ. 
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Shee,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Waterford,  W.] 

Urban    Authorities,    Ireland— Borrowing 
Powers,  Feb.  20,  586. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2R.#  Feb.  16,  195. 

Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Sheffield  District  Railway  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  23,  910. 
Committed,  Mar.  2,  1510. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  20, 
501. 

Shelters  for  Workmen 

Institution    of— Dublin    Trades     Council 
Resolution  | 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar.  1, 
1442.  I 

Shillelagh  Union 

Night  Nurse    for  Infirmary— Refusal    to 
Sanction  Appointment  of  Untrained 
Nurse 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  22,  815. 

Shipping 

See  Merchant  Shipping. 

Shooting  Directors 

Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finders 

Trials  at  Gibraltar 

Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1089. 

War  Office  Restrictions  on  Inventions, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  75. 

Russell  Invention— Official  Trials 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  75. 

Short  Range  Shooting  Galleries 
See  Rifle  Ranges. 

Shrewsbury  Race  Coarse 
Site  for  Rifle  Range 

Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;    A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  2,  1522. 

Sidehottom  Mr.  W.  (Derbyshire,  High  Peak) 
Navy— Armour  Plate,   Manufacture  and 
Supply  of,  etc.,  Feb.  2T.  1277. 

Sidon 

Attack  on  British  Vice  Consul's  Sons 

Q.  Mr.   Stevenson  :  A .  Mr.  Brodrick,  ' 
Feb.  26,  1094.  : 

Simeon,  Sir  J.  B.  (Southampton  \ 

Status  of  Infantry  Henervts  OWxccthI^^ovev-  ' 
ing,  Feb.  22,  794. 
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Simon's  Town 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Custody- 
Removal  to  District  under  Martial 
Law,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Courtney ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  ir>t  59  ;  Feb.  23,  921 ; 
Mar.  1,  1411. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar] 

Crime  and  Intemperance  in  Scotland,  etc.. 
Mar.  2,  1598. 

Mercantile  Marine  Certificates,  Examina- 
tions for— Instruction  in  Navigation, 
etc.,  in  Scotland,  Feb.  2$,  1031. 

Navy— First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  £fc\ 
1177. 

Prisons,  Scotland— Increase  in  Expendi- 
ture, etc.,  Mar.  2,  1596. 

South   African  War— Boer  Annexations, 

Feb.  19,  362  ;  Feb.  23,  920. 

Volunteers— Government  Military  Pro- 
posals, Pav  during  Months'  Training, 
Feb.  23,  926. 

Wei-hai-wei— Naval  Works,  Expenditure 
on,  etc.,  Mar.  .',  1572. 

Sinclair,  Mr.  L.  [Essex,  Romford] 

Army — Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces— Government  Proposals,  Feb.  19, 

408. 

Cadet  Corps,  formation  of,  Feb.  26,  1088. 

Military  Drill  in  Schools,  Proposed,  Feb. 
79,409;  Feb.  26,  1102. 

Telegraphists  in  East  Central  District. 
Promotions,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  385. 

Traction  Engines  for  the  Front,  Feb.  19, 
408  ;  Feb.  26.  1085. 

West  Indies— Sugar  Bounties,  Feb.  26, 
1092. 

Singapore 

King's  Own  Lancaster  Regiment  at  Singa- 
pore, Removal  to  England,  proposed, 
etc. 
Q.  (Jen.  Laurie;  A.    Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb.  27.  1209. 

Site  Values 

Owners'  Site  Values— Petition  for  altera- 
tion of  Law,  Feb.  22,  775. 

Sittings  and  Adjournments  of  the  House 

Ash  Wednesday  Sitting 

Motion,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  27, 
1226. 

Friday  Sittings— Short  Sitting,  proposed. 
Mr.'  Duncoiube's  Motion,  Feb.  15,  105. 

Select  Committee  of  Inquiry,  proposed 

Statement  [Mr.  A.J.  Balfour} /VA./& 
108. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncombe;  A.  Mr.  A.  J- 
Balfour.  Feb.  22,  818. 
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Sligo,  County  of 

New  Writ  for  North  Division,  Feb.  2$,  914.  j 

Small  Dwellings  [Acquisition  of  Owner- 1 

Applications  for  Loans  under  the  Act 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar. 
i,  1432.  | 

Smallpox 

Hnll  Epidemic 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Knowles;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  J 
Mar.  1,  1432.  | 

Smith,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Lanark,  Partick] 

Slavery,  Suppression  of,  Feb.  23,  1002. 

Smith,  Mr.  8.  [Flintshire] 

Church   Almanac,  Affixing  to    Walls  of 
Coppenhall  Board  School,  Feb.  26,  1100. 

Smoke  Nuisance 

Prosecutions— Government  Purchase  of  all 
available  Welsh  Coal 
Q.    Mr.    D.    A.    Thomas;     A.    Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  27,  1212. 


Smokeless  Powder 

Cordite,  See  that  Title. 


Soames,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Norfolk,  S.]  j 

Foot    and    Mouth  Disease    Regulations,  ; 

Feb.   19,  378 ;    Feb.   20%  584 ;   Feb.  22,  \ 

807 ;  Feb.  27,  1216.  | 

8oldiers  I 

Death  Duties  and  Soldiers'  Estates,  See.  j 
Death  Duties.  • 

Destitute  Relatives  of   Soldiers  at    the 
Front— Case  of  Bridget  Gavin  ' 

Q.  Mr.   W.  Redmond ;   A.  Mr.  , 
Wyndham,  Feb.  19,  365.  ! 

Employment  of— Technical  Instruction  to  . 
Soldiers,  Motion,  Ix>rd  Monkswell,  Feb.  ! 
26,  1043.  1 

Invalided  Soldiers  from  the  Front— -Ar-  : 

rangements  for  Comforts    at   Em-  | 

barkation,  etc.  ; 

O.  Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  16,  308.  j 

Metropolitan  Police  , 

Ex-Soldiers  Joining  the  Reserve  j 

Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  SirM.  W.  i 

Ridley,  Mar.  2,  1521.  \ 

{See  also  Titles,  Army,  South  African  j 
War,  etc.)  | 

Somali  Coast 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  .#;,  1042.        \ 

8oudan  ■ 

British  Soudan  and  the  Abyssinian  Boun- 
dary 
Q.  Mr.  McKenna ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  *  1527. 
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Soudan— eoru. 

Responsibilities  of  Re-conquest,  etc. 

Os.  Lord  Kimberley,  Feb.  15,  44 ;  Sir 
H.  Campbell- Bannerman,  Feb.  I6r 
248  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  251. 

Uganda  Expedition,  Mutiny  of  Soudanese 
Troops,  etc.— Debate  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  Feb.  22,  868, 893. 

South  African  Crisis 

Further  Correspondence— Mr.  Tatham 
Q.   Mr  Birrell;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  19,  364. 

Steyn,  President,  and  Sir  A.  Milner — 
Telegrams  and  Despatches,  Attack 
on  Sir  A.  Milner— "Garbling  Im- 
portant Despatches." 
(is.  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mar.  2,  157dv 
1587  ;  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  1583. 

South  African  War 

Annexations  by  the  Boers 

<  'ape  Colony — Statement  by  President 
Steyn 
Q.  Captain  Sinclair ;  A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  19,  362. 

Upper  Tugela   District  —  Boer  Pro- 
clamation 
Q.   Captain  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  23, 920. 

Armament  Pay 

Maxim  -  Nordenfeldt       Batteries  — 
Officers  Volunteering   for   the 
Front 
Q.  Colonel  W.  Murray ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  1,  1417. 
Royal  Garrison  Artillery 

Q.  Viscount  Templeton ;  A.  Mar- 
uuess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb.  *J6y 
1057. 
Boer  Armaments  and  the  Jameson  Raid 
—Date  of  the  Commencement 
of  the  Transvaal  as  a  Military 
Power 
O.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Feb.  19T 
401. 

See  a/so  subheading  Guns. 
Boer  Spies,  Sec  Title  Yeomanry. 

Boers,  Calumnies  and  Lies  directed  against,, 
alleged 
0.  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  467. 
Bravery  in    the  Field— Tasmanian  Con- 
tingent,    Heroism     of      Corporal 
Whitelev 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  &>,  1084. 

British  Forces — Number  and  Constitution: 
of  Forces 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb. 
15,  39. 

Imperial  and  Colonial  Troops,  Num- 
ber  etc 
Q.    Mr.    W.    1tofac«fGA\    A. 

Heiereucea  to,  \tv  \te\*w\A  «^  **» 
Gov*TTim*Tv*,NtfV\\*rj  ^w**8^ 
^liOTd*Y  Feb.  15,  Va,^- 
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South  African  War— cont. 


British  Indian  Refugees  in  Natal,  Expelled  , 
from  the  Transvaal  on  Outbreak  j 
of  Hostilities— Forcible  Deporta-  | 
tion  to  India,  etc.,  alleged 
Qs.  Sir    M.  Bhownaggree;   As.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  20,  660  ;  Feb.  26, 1094 

British     Indian     Volunteers     in    Natal,  ' 
Services  offered  Free  of  Cost 
Q.  Mr.   Dillon;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber-  ' 
lain,  Feb.  20,  559.  i 

Bullets— Expanding   Bullets,  use  of,  by  ! 

the  Boers  *  ! 

Q.  (ien.  Laurie;  A.  Mr.  J.  1*.  Williams,  , 

Mar.  1,  1415.  j 

Casualties  | 

Deaths  from  Diseases — Number  , 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  I 
ham,  Feb.  16,  219. 

Number  of,  up  to  Feb.  24. 

Q.     Mr.    Dalziel;    A.  Mr.  J.  P.  | 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1083. 
Regimental    Titles — Supplementary 
Titles,  Royal  Scots  Greys  I 

Qs.  (Colonel  Welby ;  As.  Mr.  i 
Wyndhara,  Feb.  23,  921  ;  Feb.  , 
27,  1207.  I 

Cassation  of  Hostilities,  Petition  for,  Feb. 
20,  1081. 

Chancellor   of    the  Exchequer   and    the 
Stinting  of  Military  Preparations 
<?.   Mr.  (I.    Bowles;   A.   Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  20,  592. 

Chaplains  —  Roman    Catholic    Chaplains 
with  Irish  Militia 
Q.   Mr.    P.    O'Brien  ;    A.  Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  i,  1419. 

Colenso,  Battle,  and  the   Naval  Brigade, 
See  Sub-heading  Naval  Brigade. 

Colonial  Contingent* — Expenses,  Rate  of  > 

Pay,  etc., 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfoor./Vo.  16,  218. 
Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  465 ;  Mr.  I 

Wyndhain,  474.  ■ 

Bayly's,  Colonel,  Corps  I 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  j 
Feb.  !<>,  561. 

Commands  j 

Generals  in  Command — Number  . 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  ' 

ham,  Feb.  22,  782.  | 

Officers  Commanding    Divisions  and  j 
Brij^ides  on  the  Modder  River. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Houldsworth  ;    A.  Mr.  ! 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15  62. 

Compulsory  Volunteering,  alleged.  Sec  | 
Muitia — South  African  War,  Irish  Regi-  ; 
ments.  | 

-Conduct  of   the  War— Fixing  Responsi-  ! 
bility  on  the  Heads  of  the  Army 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Feb.  19,  4&1.  v 

Contraband  of  War— H\£\\t  oi  fceMe\\,*te.  \ 
See  Contraband  of  YTax.  \ 
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Closure  of  Debate  on  Financial  Pro- 
posals—Protests from  Irish  Na- 
tionalist Members,  Feb.  16,  315. 

Colonial  Contingents  See  that  Sub- 
heading. 

Debate  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
Bill,  Feb,  22,  842. 

Financial     Proposals  —  Method     of 
Raising  £13,000,000,  etc. 
Os.   Mr.   Dillon,  Sir    M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Feb.  19,  493,  496. 

Supplementary  Estimate,  £13,000,000. 
Feb.  15,  134 ;  Feb.  16,  240  ;  Feb.  10, 

448. 

Cronje,  General 

Armistice,  Request  for 

Q.  Earl  Carrington  ;  A.  Marque** 
of  Salisbury,  Feb.  22,  770. 

Surrender  of 

Q.  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  : 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  27, 
1202. 

Telegram  received  from  Lord 
Roberts,  Feb.  27,  1204. 

Treatment  of  General  Cronje  and 
his  family 
Q.    Mr.   \V.   Redmond;  A. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar  J, 
1414. 

Cycle  Corps,  Proposals  to  Raise 

Q.  Gen.  Russell :  A.  Mr.  Wyndhain, 
Feb.  22,  784. 

Day  of  Humiliation  and  Prayer 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J 
Balfour,  Feb.  15,  58 ;  Feb.  19, 358. 

De  Beers  Company—Suggested  Applica- 
tion of  Profits  for  Benefit  of  Troop 
Q.   Mr.   G.    Bowles:    A.  Mi.  A.  I 
Balfour,  Mar.  1,  1411. 

Death    Duties   and    Soldiers'    Estates- 
Exemption  from  Death  Duties 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Cecil  ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Feb.  15,  62. 

Debate  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill- 
Policy  of  the  War,  etc.,  Feb.  22, 842. 

Debate  on  the  Estimates — Policy  of  the 
War,  etc.,  Feb.  16,  240  ;  Feb.  19,  396 

Delagoa  Bay,  See  that  Title. 

Destitute  Relatives  of  Soldiers— Case  of 
Bridget  Gavin 
Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  19,  365. 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Custody 
in  Simon's  Town— Removal  to  Dis- 
trict under  Martial  Law,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.  Courtney  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
\*\\uok,Y<b.'&>*&%  F<h.  23,  821? 
Mar.  1AVW 
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I  South  African  War- -cont 


Eighth  Division,  Preparations  for  Depar-  | 
ture  for  South  Africa,  etc.  I 

Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  j 
Feb.  15,  68;  Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys;  A. 
Mr.  Goschen,  Mar.  I,  1413 ;  Q.  Mr. 
Dunoombe ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27, 1205;  Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A. 
Mr.  Goschcn,  Mar.  2,  1519. 

Enslin     Engagement  —  Lack    of    Horse 
Artillery 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  783. 

Enteric     Fever,     Inoculation     against —  i 
Supply  of  Anti-enteric  Vaccine  on 
board  Transports 
Q.    Sir  J.  Fergusson;    A.  Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1085.  I 

Field    Glasses    for    Non  •  Commissioned  j 

Officers,  etc.  ! 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;    A.   Mr.  Wyndham,  | 

Feb.  16,  219.  | 

Recouping  Officers  providing  Glasses  j 

for    Non  -  Commissioned    Officers  ( 

and  Men  | 

Q.  Captain  Jessel ;   A.  Mr.  Wynd-  j 

ham,  Feb.  20,  562.  , 

Finance  of  the  War,  Sec  Subheading  Cost  I 
of  the  War.  i 

Future  of  South  Africa,  Sec  Subheading  I 
Settlement  after  the  War.  1 

Gifts  for  the  Troops— Customs  Duties         j 

Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  | 

ham,  Feb.  15,  72.  ; 

{See  also  Subheading  Parcels.)  , 

Graspan  Battle,  See    Subheading    Naval  j 
Brigade.  I 

Gun-mounting 

Disappearing    Mountings,    providing 
Guns  with 
Q.    General     Russell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  784. 

Scott's,  Captain,  Invention  j 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Feb.  2G,  1153.     | 

Guns  I 

Boer  Guns  | 

0.  Mr.  Tully  ;  Feb.  16,  296. 

British  Firms  Supplying,  Previous  j 
to  the  War  —  Messrs.  , 
Vickers  and  Sons 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  \ 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  1,  i 
1416.  i 

Creusot  Guns 

Os.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  16,  296 ;  i 

Feb.  19,  453.  > 

Vickers  -  Maxim      Quick  -  firing  ; 

Guns,  Effectiveness  of  ! 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton;   A.  Mr.  I 

Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  67.         I 

British  Guns  , 

Heavy  Semi- Mobile  Guns— Sir  G. 
White's  Force  j 

0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
Feb.  lo,  41.  i 

Lessons  of  the  War— Government  j 
Military  Proposals,  Inadequate  I 
Proposals— Debate  (Lords)  Feb. 
15,  IS. 
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Guns — cont. 

British  Guns — cont. 

Maxim-Nordenfeldt  Quick -tiring 
One-pounder  Guns— Supply 
of 
Q.     Mr.    Yoxall  ;    A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  16, 220. 

Vickers  -  Maxim  Quick  -  tiring 
Guns,  Effectiveness  of  in 
the  hands  of  the  Boers, 
Gun  offered  to  the  War 
Office 
V.  Mr.  J.  Walton;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  67. 

British  and  Boer  Guns 

Captured    Cannon  —  Boer    and. 
British  Cannon 
V.    Mr.  T.    D.  Sullivan;  A. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 67- 

Information  with  reference  to 
Q.  Mr.    Bain  bridge  ;  A.  Mr. 
J.    P.   Williams,    Feb.  26, 
1087. 

Helmets  —  Middlesex    Regiment    Equip- 
ment, Black  Helmets  covered  with 
Khaki 
Q.  Major  Ranch  ;  A.  Mr.   Wyndham. 
Feb  27,  1206. 

Horses-  -Irish  Horse?,  Prices,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  20,  565 ;  Q.  Captain 
Donelan  :  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
28,  926. 

Hussars  taken  Prisoners  at  the  Battle  of 
Glencoe—  Lack  of  Military  Know- 
ledge, alleged,  Boer  Statement 
O.  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  Feb.  19,  411. 

Hutton,    Major- General,    Resignation    of 
Canadian  Command,  and  Employ- 
ment in  South  Africa 
Q.   Mr.    Hogan;^4.   Mr.   Wyndham^ 
Feb.  20,  561.  » 

Indian  Native  Troops,   Employment  of. 
See  India — Army. 

Invalided  Soldiers,  Treatment  of 

Arrangements  for  Troops'  Embarking 
in  bad  weather,  etc 
(K  Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  16,  308. 

Irish  Militiamen 
0.  Mr.  Flavin,  Feb.  19,  444. 

Net  ley  Hospital,  Treatment  of  Soldiers* 
on  leaving 
Q.  Lord  Carrington  ;  A.  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  Feb.  26,  1057. 

Irish  Convicts  and  Prisoners — Offering 
Free  Pardon  on  condition  of  Enlist- 
ment for  Service  at  the  Front, 
alleged 
<).  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  466 ;  Feb.  20, 
562. 

Irish  Soldiers 

Gallantry  of 

Mt.  N^ivttvMfc,  Feb.  15,  YH- 
Mftitia,  ScextoafcTSft*. 
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South  African  War— eont. 
Irish  Soldiers — cant. 

Shamrock,  Soldiers  wearing    on    St. 
Patrick's  Day 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  tO,  562. 

Irish  Nationalist*'   Disloyalty  in    Down- 
patrick 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  19,  370. 

Irish  Sympathy  with  the  Boers — Speeches 
by  Irish  Members  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  on  the  Consolidated  Fond 
Bill,  fob.  15,  135;  Feb.  16,  267, 271,  275, 
284,  290  ;  Feb.  19,  399,400,  424,  434,451, 
457.  465,  .479,  482,  487  ;  Feb.  *2,  842, 
852. 

Jameson  Raid 

Cause  of  the  War,  alleged 

O.    Mr.  W.   Redmond,    Feb.    19, 
400,  463. 
Reopening  Inquiry,  proposed — Motion 
(Mr.  D.  A.   Thomas),  Feb.  *v,599. 

Jjadysmith,  Relief  of 

Reference  to,  in  Debate  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  Mar.  1,  1355,   1356,   1359, 
1360. 
Telegram  from  Sir  R.  Buller 

7).  Mr.   A.   J.    Balfour,  Mar.   1, 
1410. 

Lessons  of  the  War  and  the  Military  Pro- 
posals of  the  Government  —  Debate 
(Lords)  Feb.  16,  13. 

Letters,  See  Sub-heading  Postage. 

Lorenzo  Marques,  English  Consulate  at,  , 
Transit   of    Recruits,  Stores,  etc., 
into  the  Transvaal 
Q.  Sir  H.  Howorth  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  t,  1412. 

Lyddite  Shell,  Effect  of,  Boer  version,  &c. 
Qs.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  16,  300 ;   Feb.  19, 
450. 
Macdonald,    General     H.   —  Nature    of 
Wound,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Broadhurst;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
k»m     &~h    00   *7*7tt     n    \iv    \v«;- . 


ham,  Feb.  tX,  778.    Q.  Mr.  Weir ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  S3,  920. 

Magersfontein    Engagement — Inquiry  in- 
to   the  Disaster   to  the   Highland 
Brigade 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Feb.  16,  308. 

Medical  Service— Civil  Surgeon*  attached 
to  the  Army,  Inserting  Names  in 
Army  List 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  \ 
Feb.  i>7,  1207.  | 

Memliers  of  Parliament  serving  in  South 
Africa- -Address    for   Return    (Colonel  I 
Milward),  Feb.  ft,  776. 

Methuen's,  Lord,  Force— Insubordination  I 
of  Officers,  alleged. 
Q.   Mr.   Dillon;  A.  Hi.  Vt^uNraoaA 
Feb.  20,  561. 

Militia,  See  that  Title. 
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South  African  War— con/. 
Native  Districts 

Boers'  attacks  on  Natives— Assisting 
Natives    to   defend  them- 
selves 
O.  Mr.  J.  Chamlierlain,  Feb. 
15,  57. 

Zululand  Invasion,  See  Zululand. 

Exclusion  of,  from  Military  Oper- 
ations— Warning  to  Boer  and 
British  Troops 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Loueh : 
A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Feb. 
SO,  558. 

Native  Troops,  Employment  of 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;'  A.   Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  15,  57. 
Indian  Native   Troops.      S*e    India, 
Sub-heading  Army. 

Natives  Arming 

Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  467  ;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  475. 

Naval  Brigade. 

Despatches  Relating  to  Graspan  and 
Colenso,  Publication  of 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  15, 60 ;  Q.  Mr. 
G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  19,  361. 

Naval  Brigades  in  Land  Warfare. 
Colomb's,  Sir  J.,  Protest,  Mar.  1, 
1459. 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar.  1, 1491. 

Services  at  Graspan,  Colenso,  and 
Ladysmith— References  to,  in  De- 
bate on  Navy  Estimates,  Feb.  26, 
1137,  1138,  1153. 

Number  of  Troops  in  South  Africa.    See 
sub-heading  British  Forces. 

Nursing  Orderlies — Number  in  proportion 
to  Patients 
0.  Sir  W.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb.  S2,  786. 

Officers 

Commands    at  the    Front,  See  tliat 
.  Sub- heading. 

Deficiencies  —  Filling  up    Vacancies 
from  Reserve  of   Officers  and 
from  Yeoroanrv 
Q.  Mr.   Digby;   A.    Mr.   Wynd 
ham,  Feb.  SO,  563. 

Equipment  —  Purchase  of  Uniforms 
which  cannot  l>e  used  on  Active 
Service 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Lewis;  A.  Mr. Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  30, 563. 

Staff  Officers  —  Allowances  to 
Wives  and  Families,  etc,  ex- 
tending to    Families  of  other 
Departmental  Officers 
<k  Uzt/ltauaA  *l/^\.  V^odhsiu. 
Feb.  1&,^ 
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Vacancies — Releasing  Volunteer  Ad- 
jutants for  Actice  Service 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  15,  70. 

Volunteering  for  Service — Refusal  of 
Interviews  at  the  War  Office 
Q.  Mr.  Bainbridge  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1086. 

Parcels  for  the  Troops 

Delay  in  Delivery 

Q.  Mr.  hartley;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  37,  1205. 

Postal  Rates 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  788  ;  Q. 
Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  26,  1087. 

Patriotic  Fund,  See  that  Title. 

Postage  Rates  to  and  from  South  Africa 

Free  Postage 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  16,  222. 

Rhodesia 

Q.  Mr.  Caldwell;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  15,  74. 

Pray  era— Archbishop  of  Armagh's  Prayer, 
Consulting  Roman  Catholic  Chap- 
lains before  distributing  to  the 
Troops 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22,  786. 

Prisoners — Cronje,  Gen.,  and  bis  family- 
treatment  of, 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  U  1414. 

Progress   of   the    War — Telegrams    from 
Lord  Roberts,  Feb.  22,  769, 777. 

Promotions  from  the  Ranks 

On.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Feb.   15,  171 ;    Mr. 
Wyndham,  181. 

Property 

Destruction  of  Private  Property  by 
British  Troops,  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor;    ^4.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  22,  783. 

M ilner's,  Sir  A.,  Proclamation. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  15,  59. 

Property  of  Combatant  Boere— -Opera- 
tions in  Native  Districts 

Postponement  of  Question  (Earl 
of  Camperdown),  Feb.  15,  12. 

*  Raid  for  Gold  Mines  " 

Greed  for  Gold,  Cause  of  the  War, 
alleged 
O.  Mr.  Tully,  Feb.  19,  434. 

Refreshments  for  Troops  before  Embarka- 
tion at  Queenstown 
Q.    Mr.  Flynn ;    A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  70,221. 

Refugees,  See  Sub- heading  British  Indian 
Refugees. 

.  Hegiwental  Titleu— Supplementary  Titles 
See  Sub-heading  Casualties. 


South  African  Wax— cont. 
Reinforcements 

Eighth  Division,  See  that  Subheading. 
References    to    in     Delwite   on   the 
Government      Military     Proposal 
[Lords],  Feb.  15,  15,  28. 

Relief  Funds 

Amounts  Subscribed,  Sufficiency  of, 
for  Relief  of  Widows  and  Chil- 
dren—Mr. Balfour's  Statement 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  22,  790. 
Patriotic  Fund,  See  that  Title. 

Reservists 

Police  Reservists  [Allowances]    Bill, 
See  that  Title. 

Separation  Allowance 

Maintenance  of  Soldiers'  Mothers 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  27,  1208. 

Marriages  without  Leave 

Q.  Mr.  Galloway  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  £2,  788. 

Reservists'  Wives  —  Production  of 
Marriage  Certificate,  Condition 
of  Receiving  Separation  Allow- 
ance 
Q.  Mr.  Carlile;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  20,  565. 

Total   Weekly    Amount— Allotment 
Pav  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Galloway  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1417. 

Settlement  after  the  War 

Difficulties  of  Government,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Feb.  19,  461. 

Terms  of   Settlement— Petitions   for 
Declaration  of,  Feb.  27, 1200. 

Treaties    with,    or    Interference   of, 
Foreign  Powers 
On.  Lord  Teynham,  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  Feb.  22,  770. 

Sharpshooters'  Corps—Rifle  Practice   on 
the  Veldt,  etc. 
0.  Colonel  W.  Murray,  Feb.  16,  280. 

"  Stop  the  War"  Meetings— Disturbance  at 
Exeter  Hall 
Os.  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  'J,  1624,  1626. 

Stores  and  Supplies — Condemned  Stores, 
Publishing  names  of  Contractors 
and  Officers  responsible  for 
Qs.  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
J.  Lowther,  Mr.  J.  Burns,  Sir  J. 
Brunner;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  2,3,  923 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr. 
J.  Lowther ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  27,  1201. 

Return,  Names  of  Contractors,  etc. — 
Presented,  Feb.  27, 1201. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  Regular  and  Auxiliary  Fo^s*^ 
See  Army. 

Tasmania  Cxm\,Vafc<MvW £wpsw\  NsV&vfe- 

Q.   kr.  V.  O'^xvwv,    A.  Vfct.   a-  ^« 

i  WftWaauss  F<*.  26,  V»^- 

1  \pow*. 
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South  African  War— c<m/. 

Telegrams  for  Soldiers— Charges  and  the 
use  of  Unicode 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Hanhury, 
Mar.  1,  1421. 

Traction  Engines 

0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Feb.  19,  408  ;  Q. 
Mr.  L.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  26, 1085. 

Trading  with  the   Enemy,   British  Sub- 
jects Trading    with    Enemy — Em- 
preza  Africana  Company 
Q.   Mr.  S.  Montagu;   A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Feb.  22,  779. 

Transport  in  South  Africa 

0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  176. 

Transport  Service,  Sec  that  Title. 

Transport    Wagons  —  Colonial      Offers, 
Australian  Colony 

Q.  Captain  Norton;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  19,  368. 

Treason    at    the    CaDe  — Arrest  of    Mr. 
Barend    Du    Piessis  for  Suspected 
Treason,  Inquiry 
Q.  SirC.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain Feb.  16, 219. 

Uitlanders  and  Citizens  of  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal,  Number  of,  Serving  witn 
British  Forces 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;   A.   Mr.    Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  560. 

Veterinary     Department,     Number     of 
Civilian  Surgeons 
Q.   Captain    Norton;    .4.    Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1086. 

Volunteers,  See  that  Title. 

War  Funds  Relief  Committee,  See  Patriotic 

Fund. 
War  News 

Communicating  to  the  Public,  Delay 
in 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  22, 784. 

Karlier  and    Fuller  Official  Informa- 
tion,    Restrictions     on     War 
Correspondents,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   Lough  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  73. 

War  Office  Administration — "Thanks  of 
the  Nation" 

0.  Sir  W.  Thorburn,  Feb.  15,  159. 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Soldiers,  Distress 
Among,  in  Ireland,  alleged 
Ok.    Mr.    Dillon,   Feb.    19,   469;    Mr. 


Wyndham,  477  ; 
486. 


Mr.   P.   O'Brien, 


South  Down  Militia 

Volunteering  for  Garrison  Duty,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  785. 

South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
BUI 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  21,  702. 
1R.#  Feb.  22,  774. 

Certificates  referred  to  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  Feb.  20,  501. 

Standing  Orders,  Feb.  20,  553;    Feb.  27, 
1181,  1184. 

South  Eastern  Railway  Bill 
I.  2R.*  Mar.  2,  1501. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Mar.  2, 
1509. 

South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  23,  910. 

Committed,  Mar.  2,  1509. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb   20, 
501, 

South  Eastern  and  Chatham  and  Dover 
Railway 
Lndgate  Hill  Railway  Station  Improve- 
ment, Delay  in  carrying  ont 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  20, 
580. 

Sonth  Essex  Water  Board  Bill 

/.  2R.+  Feb.  16,  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

South  Essex  Water  Bill 
/.  2B.  •  Feb.  26,  1042. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  22r 
765. 

South  Kensington  Museum 

Purchase  of  Objects  of   Art — Authority 
Responsible  for,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Howorth  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Goret, 
Mar.  1,  1437. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill 

c.  2R.  Mar.  2,  1511. 
Motion  for  Instruction  to    Committee 
[Mr.  Lough],  Mar.  2,  1513. 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill 

c.  2R.  Mar.  1,  1408. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  16* 
215. 


Wire  Cutters  for  the  Troops 

Q.  Mr.  S.   Montagu;   A.  Mr.  J.   P 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1417. 

Women  and  Children  in  Besieged  Towns 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Feb.  27,  1205. 

Yeomanry,  Sec  that  T\t\e.  \ 

Zululand,    Invasion   \<j    l\\e  ^o«*,    Set 
Zulu  land. 


South  Shields  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  342. 
Committed,  Feb.  26,  1042. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2e.#  Feb.  23,  910. 
^  Q»m\KAX.^,Jfar.£,1509. 
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South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill 
c.  2R.#  Mar-  1,  1407. 

Southampton  Harbour  Bill 

1.2YL*  Feb.  2$,  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  912. 

Southport 

St.  Simon's  and  St.  Jade's  School — Cor- 
poral Punishment 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Brunner  ;  As.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  19,  377  ;  Feb.  22,  805. 

Southport  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2r.#  Feb.  27,  1185. 

Southport  Extension  and  Tramways  Bill 
c.  2R.#  Feb.  19,  355. 

Southport  Water  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  21,  70L 

Standing  Order  Complied  with    Feb.  16, 
215. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill      | 

c.  1r.#  Feb.  io,  53.  i  Stamps 


Speaker— Bt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully— cont. 

Sittings  of  the  House— Standing  Order 
Governing  Wednesday  Sittings,  Apply- 
ing to  Friday  Sittings,  Feb.  15,  1006. 

Speeches — Second  Speech  in  the  same 
Debate,  Feb.  20,  693. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule,  Point  of  Procedure — 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  [Ireland]  Bill  Feb. 
22, 826,  827. 

Ways  and  Means— Report  of  Resolution. 
Discussing  Mode  in  which  Money  should 
l>e  raised  for  the  War,  Feb.  19,  496. 

Spencer,  Earl 

Volunteers  —  Raising  Equipment  Fund, 
etc.,  Mar.  1,  1360. 

Spies 

Boer  Spies,  See  Yeomanry 

Spirits 

Production  and  Consumption  in  Europe, 
United  States,  and  British  Colonies- 
Statement  Presented,  Feb.  16,  56. 

Spitalfields  Market 

London  County  Council  [Spitalfields 
Market]  Bill,  Sec  that  Title. 


Spalding  Urban  District  Council  [Water]  | 
"     Bill  ; 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Spanish- American  War 

Reported  British  Sale  of  Ammunition  to 
Spain  in  1898 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1093 ;  Mar.  1,  1431. 


Joint  Stock  Companies'  Share  Transfers 
Q.  Mr.  Marks;  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
Mar.  1,  1437. 

Postage  Stamps,  See  that  Title. 

Standing  Committees 

House  of  Lords— Nomination  of  Chairman 
and  Members,  Feb.  15,  3. 

Standing  Orders 

Private  Bills.    See  that  Title 


Speaker— Bt.  Hon,  W.  C.  Gully  [Carlisle] 

Adjournments  of  the  House,  Motions  for, 

Feb.  £?,836. 
Closure,  Application  of,  Feb.  16, 236. 
Estimates— Taking     Vote     on    Account 
before  Circulating  Estimates,  Feb.  22, 
821. 
Irrelevant  Observations 

Consolidated  Fund  Bill,  Feb.  22,  849,  j  starvation 

850,  854.  I 

Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Feb.  19,  437* 

438,  439,  441,  450,  451. 
Evicted  Tenants  [Ireland]  Bill,  Feb. 
21,  717,  720,  739. 

Questions 

Alteration    of  Questions — Communi- 
cating with  Members  as  to  altera- 
tion, etc.,  Mar.  /,  1453,  1454. 
Asking  Question  of  Non-Ministerial 
Members,  Feb.  22,  782. 

Notice  of  Questions,  Feb.  20,  557. 

llepetition  forbidden  by  Standing  Order, 
fob.  22,  851. 
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Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the  House, 
See  that  Title. 


Ten  Minutes  Rule,  See  that  Title. 

Stanhope,  Earl  of 

Rifle  Shooting— Establishment  of  Short 
Range  Shooting  Galleries,  proposed 
Mar.  /,  1364. 


Deaths  from  Starvation,  or  Accelerated 
by  Privation  [London],  Address  for 
Return  [Mr.  Talbot],  Mar.  2,  1627. 


Stationery  and  Printing 

Vote  for — Supplementary  Vote,  Feb.  22, 
866. 

Statistics 

Colonies  and    Other    Vossw^was*  <a»\  n>&» 
United  Yati\*<\o\\\  ^YestfSttXflA*  YtV  l">^ 
54. 
Foreign  O^TiU\e%-^^:^y^     *^j£f** 
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Steadman,    Mr.    W.    C.    [Tower   Hamlets, 
Stepney] 

Post  Office  Employes 

Central  Telegraph  Office  —  Holiday 
Regulations,  Mar.  2,  1530. 

Examinations — Postmen  Qualifying 
as  Telegraphists  or  Sorting  Clerks 
before  Examination,  Modification 
of  Rule  suggested,  Feb.  23,  937. 

Post  Office  Volunteers  and  the  South 
African  War— Balance  of  Civil  Pay 
Paid  to  Authorised  Representatives, 
Feb  19,  369. 

Postmen's  Fines  for  late  Attend- 
ance, Mar.  2,  1528. 

Rural  Postmen,  Arranging  Bank 
Holiday  Duties  to  Benefit,  proved, 
Feb.  24,  937. 

Postage  Rates  on  Letters  to  and  from  the 
Troops  at  the  Front,  Feb.  16,  222. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye] 

Aliens,  Destitute  Aliens  at  Gibraltar, 
Granting  Resident  Permits,  Feb.  26, 
1092 

Constantinople— Riots  of  1896,  Claims  of 
British  Merchants  Feb.  26,  1095. 

Crete— Prince  George's  Report,  Feb.  22, 
798. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Outbreaks, 
Regulations,  Feb.  20,  383  ;  Feb.  23,  933  ; 
Mar.  1,  1434. 

Sidon,  Attack  on  British  Vice-Consul's 
Sons,  etc.,  Feb.  26,  1094. 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  [Kirkcudbright] 

Calcutta,  Bishop  of — Jurisdiction  over 
Scottish  Presbyterian  Chaplains,  Mar. 
1,  1429. 

Steyn,  President 

Annexation  of  Portions  of  Cape  Colony  by 
the  Boer  Republics,  alleged — Denial 
by  President  Steyn 
Q.  Capt.  Sinclair  ;  A .  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  19,  362. 

South  African  Crisis— Telegrams  and 
Despatches  between  Sir  A.  Milner 
and  President  Steyn— Attack  on  Sir 
A.  Milner,  4<  Garbling  Important 
Despatches." 
Os.  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mar.  2,  1579, 
1587  ;  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  1583. 

Stockport  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
e.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Stokers 

See  Navy. 

Stop  the  War  Meetings 
See  Pro- Boer  Meetings. 


Strachey,  Mr.  E.  [Somerset,  East] 

Army  Estimates,  Opportunity  for  discuss- 
ing—Amendment to-  Sessional  Order, 
Motion,  Feb.  15,  125. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  2r.  Mar.  2, 
1516,  1517. 

Stradone 

Post   Office— Delivery    of    Letters  Com- 
plaints 
Q.  Mr    J.  P.  Farrell ;  A~  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  15,  93* 

Straits  Settlements 

King's  Own  Lancaster  Regiment  at  Singa- 
pore,   Removal    to  England,    pro- 
posed, etc. 
Q.  Gen.  Laurie  ;  A.  Mr.  \Vyndhanir 
Feb.  27,  1209. 

Strand  Post  Office 
Delay  in  Completion 

0.  Mr.  Warner,  Feb.  22,  859. 

Strand  Union  Workhouse 

Application  for  Relief   Refused,  Case  of 
Esther  Terry 
Q.    Mr.    Hazell  :     A.     Mr.    T.    \V. 
Russell,  Feb.  19.  38<L 

Stranraer  Mail  Route 
See  Mail  Service. 

Stuart,  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  H  ox  ton] 

London  County  Council"  [Improvement*] 
Bill,  2R.  Afar.  1,  1407. 

Submarine  Cables 

See  Cable  Communication, 

Suffolk 

Foot-and-Month  Disease.     See  that  Title- 
Sugar  Bounties 

West  Indies — Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick. 
Feb.  26,  1092. 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.  [Donegal,  West] 

Militia — Irish  Regiments,  alleged  Com 
pulsory  Volunteering,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  7H5. 

South  African  War 

Captured  Cannon — British  and  Boer 
Cannon,  Feb.  15,  67. 

Protest  against  the  \%  ar,  Feb.  16,  27^- 

Sunday  Closing  [Monmouthshire]  Bill 
Petitions,  Feb.  16,  216  ;  Feb.  19,  356  ;  Feb. 
20,  554  ;  Feb.  21,  703  ;  Feb.  22,  775  ;  Feb. 
23,  914;  Feb.  26,  1081  :  Feb.  27,  1200:. 
Feb.  28,  1302;  Mar.  1,  1409;  Mar.  J. 
1518. 


Stores  \ %vnufa.i  tata  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

Condemned  Store*  ior  South  Mru^Sce  >         Sec^**\\vtoT:\^>^^ 


South  African  War 
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Sunday  Trawling  Supply— cont. 

See  Trawling. 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Feb.  10  %  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 
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Superannuation  i 

Civil  Servants  appointed  without  Certifi-  j 

cate-— Treasury  Minutes  Presented,  Feb.  \ 

i7, 1183,  1201.  | 

Funds— Exemption  from  Income  Tax  ! 

Q.  Mr.  H.  P.  Pease ;  A.  SirM.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  2,  1530.  | 

Headmaster  of  Royal  College  of  Art —  j 
Treasury  Minute  Presented,  Feb.    20, 
1043, 1082.  , 

Inspectors     of     Canal     Boats— Treasury  ! 
Minute  Presented,  Feb.  19,  343,  357.      *   j 

Local  Authorities'  Officers'   Snperannua-  i 
tion  Bill,  See  that  Title.  j 


Supply 

Army   and  Navy    Estimates,  See    those 
Titles. 


Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments 
Estimates  —  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates— cont. 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 
Deficiencies— £60,686,  Com.  Mar.  2, 
1590. 

Science  and  Art  Departments  — 
£3,000,  Com.*  Feb.  22,  867  ;  Mar.  2t 


Scotland— Prisons,  £1,440,  Coin.  Feb. 
22,  866  ;  Mar.  2,  1594. 

Stationery  and  Printing— £20,000,. 
Com.*  Feb.  22,  866;  Rep.*  Feb.  2nr 
1180. 

Telegraph  Companies'  Subsidies — 
£10,000,  Com.  Mar.  2,  1589. 

Tern  porary  Commissions — £500,  Com .  * 
Mar.  2,  1594. 

Treasury  Chest  Fund— £2,847,  Com. 
Mar.  2,  1590. 

Uganda  and  Central  and  East  Africa 
Protectorates,  Grant  in  Aid — 
£162,500,  Com.  Feb.  22,  867  ;  Mar.  2y 
1576. 

Vote  on  Account— £16,626,000,  Com. 
Feb.  23,  944;  Rep.  Mar.  2y 
1601. 

Estimate  Presented,  Feb.  20,  554. 

Taking  Vote  on  Account  before 
Circulating  the  Estimates 
Q.    Mr.    Caldwell;    A.   The 
Speaker,  Feb.  22,  821. 


Business  of  the  House— Sessional  Order,  ! 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  Feb.  , 
75,  103.  , 

Friday  Sittings — Short  Day  Sitting  ' 
Motion  [Mr.  Duncombe],  Feb.  15,  ! 
105.  I 

Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments  . 

Estimates  —  Supplementary  Esti- 1  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
mates  ' 

Colonial  Office— £4,150,  Com.*  Feb.  22,  | 
864 ;  Rep*  Feb.  20,  1180.  , 

Colonial  Services,  including  Grants  in  ' 

Aid— £58,905,  Oom.    Mar.  2,  1579. 
Date  of  Introduction 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  15,  102. 

Government  Property,  Contribution 
in  Lieu  of— £12,000.  Com.  Feb.  22, 
861  ;  Rep.  Feb.  26*  1180. 

Ireland 

Time  allotted  for  Discussing,  etc. 
Oh.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Mr.  S. 
MaoNeill,  Mr.  J.  Redmond, 
Feb.  15,  116,  117. 

Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey 


Amount  of  Receipts  and  Exj>enditure, 
Feb.  20,  1043,  1081. 

Ireland— Act  of  1877— Compensation 
Allowances  —  Treasury  Minute  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  10,  196,  217. 

Surgeons 

Civil  Surgeons  attached  to  the  Army,  In- 
serting Names  in  Army  List 
Q.  Sir  W.   Forster;   A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
hain,  Feb.  27,  1207. 

Switzerland 

British  Commercial  Agent,  Appointment 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 


—  Supplementary  Vote  £ 
22,  866 ;  Rep.*  Feb.  26,  1 


£5,  Feb.  ! 
180. 
Local    Loans    Fund,    Repayments —  I 
£23,327,  Com*  Mar.  2,  1594.  ; 

Presenting  the  Estimates,  Delay  in       I 
Qs.  >fr.  Buchanan,  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell- Bannerman  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  o. 
Balfour,  Feb.  22,  819.  I 

Privy  Council  Office,  £300,  Com.  Feb. 
!!,  864  ;  Rep.*  Feb.  26,  1180. 

Public  Buildings,  £40,000,  Com.  Feb. 
>>,  861  ;  Rep.*  Feb.  20,  1179. 

Revenue    BuildingB,    £20,000,     Com. 
Feb.  //,  8»9;  Rep.*  Feb.  26,  1179. 


Marksmanship — Short  Range  System,  etc. 
Oh.  Lord  Tweed  mouth,  Feb.  15,  51  ; 
Mar.  1,  1367,  1369. 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  22,  766. 
Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  telu 
10,  341. 

Tafilet 


Mar.  1,\4&\. 
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"Tagus"  Mail  Steamer 

Delay  in  Delivery  of  West  Indian  Mails 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Hoare  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  2,  1528. 

Talbot,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  O.  [Oxford  University] 
Female  Factory   Inspectors,    Diminution 
in  Number  of  Visits,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  799. 

Religious  Ministration  in  Workhouses* 
Feb.  27,  1218. 

Tanganyika 

See  Title  Africa,  Central — Anglo-German 
Boundary  Commission. 

Tanner,  Dr.  C.  K.  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid.] 

Dogs,  Rabies— Irish  Returns,  Mar.  2, 1533. 

Tasmania 

South   African    Contingent — Heroism    of 
Corporal  Whiteley,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   P.    O'Brien;    A.  Mr.   J.    P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1084. 

Tatham,  Mr. 

South  African  Correspondence 

Q.  Mr.  Birrell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain,  Feb.  1U,  304. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2R.,  Mar.  2,  1516. 

Teachers 

Irish  Union  School  Teachers— Disparity  of 
Income 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
15,  W. 

Pupil  Teachers,  See  that  Title. 

School  Board  Teachers,  Sec  that  Title. 

Technical  Education 

{See  Secondary  and  Technical  Education.) 

Technical  Instruction 

Soldiers  and  Sailors,  Employment  Ques- 
tion— Motion  (Lord  Monkswell),  Feb.  26, 
1043. 

Technology 

Technical  Instruction  Grants  and  the  New 
Board  of  Education 
Q.   Col.  Lock  wood  ;  A.   Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  2$,  934. 

Teeth 

Elementary  School  Children's  Teeth,  In- 
specting by  Dentist 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  26, 
1101. 


Telegrams— cent. 

South     African     War  —  Telegrams     to 
Soldiers,  Use  of  Unicode 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  1,  1421. 

Telegraphic  Clerks  Association 

Official  Recognition 

Q.  Mr.   M'Ghee;   A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
Feb.  22,  810. 


Telegraph  Companies 

Subsidies,  Supplementary  Vote  for,  Mar. 
2,  1589. 

(See  also  Cable  Communication. ) 

Telegraph  Service 

Breakdown    of  Wires— Propose*!   Under- 
ground Wires,  etc. 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Leng,  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb  22,  808. 

India — Reduction  of  Rates 

Qs.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn,  Sir  M. 
Bhownaggree ;  As.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Mar.  1,  1427. 

Lighthouses — Private  Telegraphic    Com- 
munication with 

Q.  Mr.  C.  M'Arthnr  ,  -1.  Mr.  Ritclue, 
Feb.  15,  85 

Receipts  and  Expenditure,  Accounts  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  15,  3,  54  ;  Feb.  16,  217. 

Telegraphists,  Sec  that  Title. 

Welshpool    Telegraphic    Arrangements — 
Report  of  Inquiry 
Q.  Col.   Pryce  Jones ;  A.    Mr.  Han- 
bury, Mar.  1,  1444. 

Telegraphists 

Central  Telegraph  Office  Holiday  Regula- 
tions 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  -4 .  Mr.  Hanburv, 
Mar.  i,  1530. 

East    Central    District  —  Senior    Tele- 
graphists and  Delay  in  Promotion 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  Lit,  384. 

Liverpool  Female  Telegraphists — Petition 
Q.  Mr.   M'Ghee;    A.   Mr.  Hanburv, 
Feb.  22,  811. 

Postmen,  Qualifying  as  Sorting  Clerks  or 
Telegraphists  before    Examination 
— Modification  of  Rule,  suggested 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  2,i,  937. 


Telephone  Service 

Cablegrams  —  Telephoning    Cablegrams 
received  after  Business  Hours,  etc. 
Telegrams  Q.   Mr.   C.   M'Arthur;  .4.  Mr.  Han- 

Press  Messages,  Transnuftbura  of— Report  Durv»  Feb.  22,  812. 

of  Depai  tmei\ta\  Comm\tt«»  \        Vetera— R«U.blishing  Trunk  Line*  prop**! 

Q.  Sir  .1.   Leng-.    A.  Mr.  Ua.Tv\\\\r$f ,  \  Q.  ^\.  N*  ,  'MtaMn&N  A.  Mr.  Man- 

Feh.  ..'7,  1^1*.  \  Yttc^Mwr.  I  AW. 
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Telephone  Service— cont. 

Flintshire — Establishment  of  Trunk  Line 
and  Exchanges 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Lewis ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  22,  812. 

Post    Office    Expenditure,    Progress    of 
Contracts,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.    Kim ber;  A.    Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  1,  1445. 

Templetown,  Viscount 

Royal  Garrison  Artillery,  Armament  Pay, 
Feb.  26,  1057. 

Temporary  Commissions 

Supplementary  Vote  for.     Mar.  2,  1594. 

Ten  Minute  Rule 

First  Reading  of  Bills 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill :  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  15,  102. 

Tithe  Rent  Charge  (Ireland)  Bill— Point 
of  Procedure 
Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  The 
Speaker,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man,  Feb.  22,  823. 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Lead  Poisoning 

Arbitration,  Special  Rules,  etc. — 
Prosecution  of  Messrs.  Doulton  and 
Messrs.  Minton,  Feb.  23,  983,987, 
Mar.  1,  1441. 

"  Terrible,"  H.M.S. 

Boilers,  Cost  of  Repairs — Return  Ordered 
[Mr.  W.  Allan]  Feb.  19,  358. 

Naval  Brigades  in  Land  Warfare — Des- 
patches relating  to  Engagements,  etc. 
(See  South  African  War  —  Naval 
Brigade. ) 

Transport  of  Troops  to  South  Africa- 
Date  of  Arrival,  Number  of  Troops 
carried,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  19,  359. 

Terry,  Esther 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Feb.  19,  380. 

Teynham,  Lord 

South  African  War— Settlement  after  the 
War,  Treaties  with,  or  Interference  of 
Foreign  Powers,  Feb.  22,  770. 

Thessaly 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  26,  1042. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 
Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  20,  593. 

Jameson  Raid — Reopening  Inquiry,  pro- 
posed —  Relationship  of  the    dolonial 
Office  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the  i 
Conspiracy,  Feb.  20,  599,  638,  656,  693.      1 
101 


Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.— cont. 

Private  Bill  Legislation — Expenses,  Feb. 
15,  84. 

South  African  War — Women  and  Children 
in  Besieged  Towns,  Feb.  27,  1205. 

Welsh  Coal — Government  Purchase  of  all 
available  Welsh  Coal,  Prosecntion  of 
Persons  for  Creating  Smoke  Nuisance, 
Feb.  27,  1212. 

Welsh  Coal  Riots,  Employment  of  Tioops, 
— Question  of  Incidence  of  Cost,  etc., 
Feb.  15,  79. 


Thorhurn,  Sir  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  Regular  and  Auxiliary  Forces — 
Government  Proposals,  Feb.  15, 158. 

Thornton,  Mr.  P.  M.  [Clapham] 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill,  2r.  Feb.  26,  1068. 

Three  Year  Enlistment 

See  Army —Enlistment. 

Thurston,  Major 

Account  of  Uganda  Expedition,  etc 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  23,  869 ;  Mr. 
Brodrick,  879  ;  Mr.  J.  Burns,  890. 

Tiflis 

British  Consulate 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  19,  374  ;  Q.  Mr.  Cohen  ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar.  1,  1430. 

Tithe  Bent  Charge  [Ireland]  Bill 
c.  Intro.  Feb.  22,  829. 
\H.*  Feb.  22,8^1. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule — Point  of  Procedure 
Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  The 
Speaker,  Sir  H.   Camptoll-Banner- 
nian,  Feb.  22,  823. 

Tobacco 

Cultivation  in  Ireland,   Repeal   of   Acts 
prohibiting 
Q.   Mr.   W.    Redmond;   A.    Sir    R. 
Webster,  Mar.  1,  1451. 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Feb.  19 ,  355. 


Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill 

Petitions,  Feb.  16,  216;  Feb.  19,  356; 
Feb.  20, 554  ;  Feb.  21,  703  ;  Feb.  23,  914  ; 
Feb.  26,  1081  ;  Feb.  27,  1200  ;  Feb.  28, 
1302  ;  Mar.  1,  1409  ;  Mar.  2,  1518. 

Traction  Engines 

South   Mtiroa  \*%x  ,  .^     r\ 

0.  Nix.  \*.  feta&Yux,  Feb.  1*> %»\  ^ 
Mt.  Yu  ^\tv^\wx  %     A.   Vta.   **  *- 
m\\tama,Ftb.  2G,V»&- 
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Trade,  Board  of 

Presulent— Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritchie. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  —  Earl  of 
Dudley. 

Commercial  Intelligence  Department 

Os.  Sir  A.  Rollit ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  23, 
1020,  1026. 

Trade  Reports  Presented 

Annual  Series,  Feb.  15,  2,  56  ;  Feb.  22, 
776  ;  Feb  26,  1042,  1082. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  Mar.  1,  1350, 1410. 

Trade  Union  Funds 

Banking— Return  Ordered  (Mr.  Woods), 
Feb.  15,  56 — Order  for  Return  dis- 
charged, Feb.  16,  218. 

Trade  and  Commerce 

Commercial    Agents.    Appointment     of, 
Abroad— Additional  Appointments 
proposed,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 

Reference  to,  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  2S,  995,  996,  999, 
1031 

Commercial  Intelligence  Department 

Os.  Sir  A.  Rollitt,  Mr.  Richie,  Feb.  23,  I 
1020,  1026. 

Foreign  Trade  and  Commerce,  Monthly  j 
Accounts  Relating  to— Copy  pre-  I 
sen  ted,  Feb.  J6,  1082.  ' 

Municipal  Trading,  See  that  Title.  I 

Trafalgar  Square 

Snow,  Clearing  Away 

Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  19,  376. 

Training  Ships 

Ganges,  Removal  of,  from  Falmouth 
Sec  Ganges. 

Training  Squadron 
See  Navy. 

Tramways 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Transport  Service 

South  African  War,  etc. 

Admiralty  Officials,  Praise  Due  to 

O.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Feb.  27,  1233. 
Australian    Coal,    Prices,  etc.,  Com- 
parison with  Welsh  Coal. 
Q.  Mr.  Cohen  ;  A .  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  15,  74  ;  O.  Mr.  Cohen,  Fei. 
27,  1279. 

British  Seamen,  Employment  of,  on 
Transports— XdmYx&UYVtagota.- 
tions 
Q.    Mr.     H.     WYtam;    A.  ^Vc 
Macartney,  Feb.  23,  TO. 
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\  Transport  Service— cant. 

South  African  War,  etc. — eont. 

Eighth  Division— Date  of  Embarka- 
tion 
Q.  Mr., Jeffreys;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Mar.  1,  1413  ;  Q.  Mr.   Warner  : 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar.  5,  1519. 

Embarkation      Rules — North      Cork 
Militia  Complaint 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Flavin ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham, />/>.  /$,366. 

First  Lord's  Statement,  Feb.  26,  1116. 

Gordon  Highlanders,  Two  Companies 
Accepted  for  Sen-ice,  Transjwrt 
Provided  for  one  Company 
Q.   Dr.    Farqnharson  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  564. 

Houston  Company,  Preference  given 
to  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  Feb.  19,  360  ;  Os.  Mr. 
H.  Wilson,  Feb.  27,  1268  ;  Mr. 
Macartney,  1292. 

Inoculation  against  Enteric  Fever- 
Supply  of    Vaccine  on  Trans- 
ports 
Q.  Sir  J.   Fergusson ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1085. 

Peninsular   and    Oriental    Company* 
Contracts  with,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    S.    MacNeill;    A.    Mr. 
Macartney,  Feb.  15,  61. 

Pinetnore,    Breakdown    of  —  Taking 
to  Liverpool  instead  of  Haul- 
bowline  Dock  for  reiiairs 
£Mr.  P.  O'Brien;^.  Mr.  Mac* 
artney,  Feb.  22,  779. 

Potcer/ul,  H.M.S.  —  Number  of 
Troops  conveyed  from  Mauri- 
tius to  South  Africa,  Date  of 
Arrival,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  Feb.  19,  359. 

Provisioning  Transports 

Complaints  from  the  Troops 

O.  Mr.   H.   Wilson,  Feb.  27, 
1268  ;  Mr.  Macartney,  1292. 
Meat  Supplies 

Reports  from  Officers,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Baird;  -4.    Mr. 
Macartney,     Mar.     7, 
1413. 
Salt   Meat   Rations  —  Com- 
plaints 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergnsson  :  A. 
Mr.   Macartney,  Mar. 
t%  1519. 

Refreshment  for  Troops  before  Km 
barkation  at  Queenstown 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  221. 

Terrible,  H.M.S.— Date  of  Arrival  at 
South  African  Port  and  Num- 
ber of  Troops  carried,  etc 
Q.    Sir     J.    Colomb;     A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  Feb.  19,  359. 
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Transport  Wagons 

South  African  War — Colonial  Offers 

Q.  Captain  Norton ;    A .  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  10,  367. 

Transvaal 

British  Indians  expelled  <on  Outbreak  of 
Hostilities,  forcible  Deportation  to 
India,  alleged 
Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A .  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  20,  560;  Feb.  26, 
1094. 

Crisis,  See  South  African  Crisis- 
Gold    Mines — French    and    German    In- 
vestors owning  half  Total  Number 
of  Shares  in,  alleged 
Q    Mr.  M'Kenna;   A.   Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  20,  559. 

Jameson  Raid,  Sec  that  Title. 

Military  Power— Effect  of  the  Jameson 
Raid 
0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Feb.  19,  40L 

Pott,  Mr.,  See  Delagoa  Bay. 

Property  of  the  Republics — Sir  A.  Miner's 
Proclamation 
<}.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  15,  59. 

"War,  See  South  African  War. 

Travelling  Allowances  for  Soldiers 
Rates  per  Mileage 

<j.   Mr.   Flynn;    A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  221. 

Trawling 

Irish  Waters — Three  Miles  Limit,  Employ- 
ment *f  Gunboats  off  the  Coast,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Power  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  h e6. 
2S,  94L 

Scotland 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in 
Q.   Mr.   Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

Feb.  27,  1214. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1604. 

Covered  Lights 

0.  Mr.  Weir,  Mar.  2,  1605. 

Name  and  Nationality  of  Traw- 
lers 
Qs.  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  G.  Bowles; 
As.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Feb. 
20,  581. 
SundayTrawling— Resolutions  against 
Q.    Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Feb.  15,  88. 

Treasury 

First  Lord— lit.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
Secretary— lit.  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury. 

Treasury  Control 

Chancellor  of  Exchequer  and  the  Stinting 
of  Military  Preparations 
Q.  Mr.   G.   Bowles;    A.    Mr.   A.    J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  20,  592. 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  C  P.  [York,  W.R.,  Elland] 
CroimveJJ  Memorial,  Erecting  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
Feb.  JS,  964,  965. 

inn 


Trustee  Savings  Bank 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Feb.  15,  3,  54. 

Tully,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,  S.] 

Belmullet  Union  Clerks'  Salary,  Feb.  15, 

99. 
Boyle  Union—  Inquiry  under  Labourers' 

Act,  Delay,  Feb.  10,  389. 

Cordite  Scandal  and  Sir  F.  Abel,  Feb.  16, 
297  ;  Feb.  10,  454. 

Rate  Receipt  Books— Column  Showing 
Sanitary  Expenses,  Feb.  22,  817. 

Roscommon  Magistracy — Disqualification 
of  Local  Magistrates,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  100. 

South  African  War 

Charges  against  the  War  Office,  etc. , 
Feb.  22,  852. 

Financial  Proposals — Closure  of  De- 
bate, Motion  to  Report  Progress, 
Feb.  16,  324. 

Protest  against  the  War,  Feb.  10,  451. 

"  Raid  for  Gold  Mines,"  etc.,  Feb.  10, 
434. 

Taxation  of  Ireland,  Boer  Arma- 
ments, etc.,  Feb.  16,  294. 

Tullyhogue 

Inadequate  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  Dogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb. 
27,  1220 

Turbary  Bights,  Ireland 

Style's,  Sir  W.,  Estate 

Q.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  10,  388. 

Turkey 

Constantinople  Riots— British  Merchants' 
Compensation  Claims 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1095. 

Tweedmouth,  Lord 

Rifle  Ranges,  Expenditure  on — Closing  of 
Rifle  Ranges,  etc.,  Feb.  19,  348. 

Rifle  Shooting— Establishment  of  Short 
Range  Shooting  Galleries,  proposed, 
Mar.  1,  1368. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  Regular  and  Auxiliary  Forces — 
Inadequate  Government  Proposals,  Feb. 
15,  50. 

Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill 

c.  2  K.*  Mar.  1,  1407. 

Typewriting 

Joint     Stock      Companies  —  Resolutions 
under  Companies'  Act,   1862,    Re- 
gistrar Refusing 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb. 
19,  378. 

Uganda 

AdminVsU*X,V<m  <si,  \*  *2fc*  ^^)^^^, 
Attack  <m- \>*\»te  «*  ^  C^sv^W^ 
oi  S\\\^W ,  *  eb.  32, %tfl .  \<**&. 
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Johnston's,  Sir  H.,  Views  as  to  Adminis- 
tration, etc. 
Os.  Mr.   Brodrick,  Feb.  22,  878 ;  Sir 
E.  Grey,  882. 

Railway,  Progress,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  22,  878. 

Uitlanders 

Number  of,  Serving  with  British  Forces  in 
South  Africa. 
Q.  Mr.   Dillon;   A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  20,  560. 


Underground  Railways 
See  Railways. 

Underground  Work 

Children  Employed  in,  Raising  the  Age  of 
— Legislation. 
Q.  Mr.  Gray  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb. 
16,  227. 

Union  Workhouses 

See  Workhouses. 

United  Irish  League 

Bantry  Branch— Murder  of  Mr.  Bird 

Qs.  Mr.  \V.  Johnston,  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond, Captain  Donelan  ;  As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Fch.  20,  1107. 

Universal  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  502. 

Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  16, 
193. 

University  College,  London 

Physiological     Laboratory,    Government 
Inspector's  Visits  to— Mr.  Lloyd's 
Experiments 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  20,  1098. 

University  Education 

Foreign  Countries — Papers  relating  to 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  10,  225. 

University  of  London 

See  London  University. 

Urban  Authorities 

Borrowing  Powers,  Ireland 

Qs.  Mr.  Shee,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  20,  586. 

United  States 

Alcoholic  Beverages — Statement  of  Pro- 
duction and  Consumption  Presented, 
Feb.  10,  56. 


United  States— cant. 

Cable  Delays  between  Liverpool  and  the* 
United  States 
Q.  Mr.  C.  MiArthur;  A.   Mr.    Han- 
bury,  Feb.  15,  92. 

Contraband   of   War— Right   of  Seareh, 
Seizure  of  the  Sabine 
Q.  Mr..  P.   O'Brien;  A.  Mr.    A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  27,  1204. 

Naval  Engineers — Experiment  of  Amal- 
gamating     Line     and     Engineer 
Officers,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Feb.  27,  1251 ; 
Captain  Phillpotts,  1258. 

New    York    Consular    Shipping     Office, 
Charges  Against 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Feb.  22,  806. 
Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply, 
Fch.  23,  996 ;  Mar.  2, 1606. 

Spanish- American    War— British  Sale  of 
Ammunition   to    Spain    in     1898, 
alleged 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  As.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Feb.  26,  1093 ;  Mar.  1, 1431. 

Trade  Reports  Presented,  Feb.  22,  766. 

Vaccination  Acts. 

Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Feb.  199 
356  ;  Feb.  21,  703  ;  Feb.  28,  1302 ;  Mar. 
2,  1518. 


Vaccination  of  Soldiers. 
See  South  African  War- 
Inoculation  against. 


-Enteric  Fever, 


Vale  of  Rheidol  Light  Railway  BilL 

c.2R.*  Feb.  2C>,  1060. 

Standing  Order  complied   with,  Feb.  20, 
551. 

Valuation  of  Lands. 

Valuation  Lands  and  Heritages  Scotland— 
Deer  Forest  Returns 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  27,  12*5. 

Venice. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  15,  2. 

Veterinary  Commissions  in  the  Army 
Number  of  Vacant  Commissions,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;    A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  787. 

Veterinary  Surgeons 

Civilian   Veterinary    Surgeons  in  Seutfe 
Africa 
Q.   Captain    Norton  ;    A.   Mr.  J.  P* 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1086. 

British   Commercial   A«ml»  -  Kvpfartr  ^^^^^^  ^  the  Council  of  Educ* 
menta  %      \  V\«r^ 

Q.  Sir  E.  Uouriev  \  A.  *\t.  YtaA™Y,  \ 
Frh.  26,  W.)~. 
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Vickers-Murim  Guns 

Effectiveness  of,  in  the  hands  of  the  Boers, 
Offer  of  .Gun  to  the  War  Office,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton;   A.   Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  75,67. 
Supply  to  the  Boers,  before  the  War 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  141b. 


Vivisection 

London  University  College  Physiological 
Laboratory, Government  inspector's 
Visits— Mr.  Lloyd's  Experiments 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  20,  1098. 

Voluntary  Schools 

Vo  I  un  tary  B  u  1  mc  ri  p  t  bo* 

Q.  m  r.  Hudderuick  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Mar.  7,  1437  ;  Q.  Mr.  Maddison ; 
A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  20 \  573. 

Volunteering  for  Service  in  South  Africa 
Compulsory    Volunteering    alleged,    See 
Militia— South  African  War,  Irish  Regi- 
ments 

Volunteers 

Cadet    Hat  la  lion,  King**   1  loyal    Rifles — 
iBMiing  Lee-Metford  Rifles  for  Full 
EatrtbliKhment 
Q.    Mi,    L.    Knowlea;    A.   Mr.  J.    P. 
Williams,  .War.  j,  [X+l. 

Capitation  C, rant— Increase  in,  Proposed 

O.  Marquess  of  Lansdownes,  Mar. 
1,  1358. 

References  t6t  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
matea,  Feb.  15,  163 ;  Feb.  16,  257. 

Cyclist  Yolnntetsr  Corps,  Encouragement 
of 
0.  Mr.  Wason,  Feb.  1,',  137. 
Enlist nj en t   Regulations— A gu  Limit  and 
Previous  Service  with  the  Regulars, 
etc. 
Q.    Captain   Norton;    A.    Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1418. 

Irish   Corps,  Formation   of -Irish  Griev- 
ance 
0.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Feb.  10,  286. 

Mounted  I  n  fan  u  v — E  \  feonm 

Q.  Mr.  Yer burgh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  27,  1207. 

Naval  Volunteers— Mobile  Defence  of  the 
CiNhsts,  etc. 
(L  Mr.  Arnnld-Fnrster,  Feb.  27,  1285. 
Officers1    Jntlit  Allowance 

Q.  LL -Colonel  Pry^e- Junes;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  7w>.    X,,  1088. 

Pension  Fund,  Proposed — Scheme  of  Mili- 
tary Reorganisation 
V.   Air.    Drage;   A.    Mr.   Wyndham, 
Feb.  1U,  3tiS. 
Permanent  Slatf— Members  at  the  Front 
Captain  Jeesel :  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
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Feb.  15— Afar.  2. 

Volunteers  -coat. 

Reserve — Formation  of,  proposed 
V    Captain  Norton,  Feb.  16,  258. 

Riite  Ranges,  See  that  Title. 
South  African  War 

Adjutants,  Releasing  for  Active  Ser- 
vice 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  70 ;  Q.  Mr.  Cohen ;. 
A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar. 
1,  1419. 


P. 


Feb,  2U,  tm. 
Kail-way  Con  reyance 


_  to  Rifle  Ranges — 
Con  ve  ring  free,  proposed 
a  Mr.  J.  Huns,  Feb.  15,  170. 


British  Indian  Volunteers  in  Natal,. 
Offer  of  Services  free  of  Cost 
Qs.    Mr.    Dillon  :    As.     Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  £0,559. 

Calling  up  of  additional  Volunteers- 
suggested,  etc. 

Debate  [Lords],  Mar.  1,  1355. 

Equipment      Expenses  —  Voluntary 
Subs<  riptiuns,  etc. 

References  to,  in  Debate  [Lords], 
Mar.  1, 1356,  1358,  1360. 

London    Scottish     Rifle     Volunteer 
Equipment,  Tartan  Kilts— Ex- 
penses, etc. 
Q.  Mr.    Wason  ;  A.   Mr    Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  10,  220. 

Objections     to     the     Enlistment    of 
Volunteers  fur  foreign  Service 
O.  Mr.  B.  Kol>ert*,  Feb.  19,  411. 


Officers,  Equipment  Grants 
Q.   Mr.    Nichol;    A.  Mr. 
ham,  Feb.  15,  70. 

Post 


Wynd- 


Office  Volunteers— Balance   of 
Civil  Pay,  paying  over  to  Re- 
presentatives 
(J.  Mr.  Stradinan      1.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  Wt  3fi9. 

Rejection  of    Volunteers   after  Pur- 
chase of  Equipment 
On.   Earl  Brownlow,  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  Karl  of  Kiuibertey,. 
Feb.  15,  9,  11. 

Status  of  Subaltern  Volunteer  Officers 
y.    Sir  F.   S.    Powell;    A.    Mr. 

Wyndham,  Feb.  79,367. 

Strengthening  and   Improving   Organisa- 
tion   of    the    Auxiliary    Forces- 
Govern  men  I  Proposal* 
Hearer  Companies,   Separate   Units, 
etc. 
Q.    Dr.    Farquharson;    A.    Mr, 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  670. 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply* 
Feb.  15,  144  ;  Feb.  10,  240  ;  Febl.9f 
396. 

I  nail  equate       Proposals    —    XVjfc*^ 
tLotdftV  F <*.15, Y&- 
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Volunteers— cont. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  the  Auxiliary  Forces — 
Government  proposals — cont. 

Training— Month's  Training  Proposal 

Emergency  Training,   Special  to 
this  Year 
0.   Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
Feb.  15,  45.  ! 

Pay,  etc., During  Month YTraining  1 
Q.   Capt.   Sinclair;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  23,  926.       , 

References     to,    in    Debate   on 
Committee  of  Supply,  Feb.  15, 
145,  147,  158,  160,  179 ;  Feb.  19,  \ 
398,  426. 

Vote  on  Account 

Cam.,  Feb.  23,  944  ;  Hep.,  Mar.  2,  1601.        < 

Estimate  Presented,  Feb.  20,  554. 

Taking   Vote  on  Account  before  Circu- 
lating Estimates 
Q.  Mr.   Caldwell;  A.  The   Speaker,  . 
Feb.  22,  821. 

Wages  I 

Fair  Wages  Clause,  See  that  TkJe.  ' 

Wages  Boards  Bill 

<c.  1R.*  Feb.  27,  1230.  i 

Wagons 

See  Transport  Wagons.  ; 

Waixna  Incident 

Failure  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  obtain 
Compensation  from  France 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb. 
23,  1000. 

Wakefield  Corporation  Market  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  10,  355. 

Wales 


Coal     Riots— Employment     ot     Troops, 
Question  of  Incidence  of  Cost,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    D.    A.     Thomas;    A.    Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Feb.  15,  79. 

Flintshire — Telephone  Sen-ice,  Establish-  i 
ment  of  Trunk  Lines  and  Exchanges  ' 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Lewis ;   A .  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  22,  812. 

Hifle  Ranges— Machynlleth  Site 

Q.    Lieut. -Colonel    Pryce-Jones;    A. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Feb.  20,  1088. 

Wallace  Collection 
See  Hertford  House. 

Walsall  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2r.*  Feb.  10,  342. 
Committed,  Feb.  20,  1042. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  [York,  W.R.,  Bamsley] 
Guns 

New  Batteries,  Guns'  for,  Feb.  15,  68. 

Tickers-Maxim  Quick  -  fcnntt  Vj\w»,  * 
Effectiveness  of,  \n  t\\fc\i*nAft  otiXv*' 
Boers— Offer  oi  C^\m  to  tY\*  ^Nm 
Offioe,  etc.,  Feb.  15,ffi. 
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Wandsworth  and  Putney  Gas  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Mar.  1,  1408. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  23, 
912. 

War 

See  South  African  War. 

War  Funds 

Relief  Committee.     See  Patriotic  Fund. 

War  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Marques*  of  Lans- 
downe 
Under  Secretary— Mr.  G.  Wyndham 

Financial  Secretary  —  Mr.    J.    P.  Wil- 
liams. 

i         Administration— South  African  War. 

Bundling  Alleged 

o.   Mr.   W.    Redmond,  Feb.   A 
!  464. 

Charges  against  the  War  Office 

Os.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  Tully, 
Feb.  22,  849,  852. 

Committee  of  Inquiry  suggested 
Q.  Sir  J.   Maclure;   A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  20,  592. 
Reconstruction,    etc.,    of    the    War 
Office. 
References  to,  in  Delate  on  the 
Military     Proposals     of     the 
Government  (Lords),   Feb.    15. 
13,  14. 

Thanks  of  tlie  Nation  due  to  the  War 
Office 
O.  Sir  W.  Thorburn,  15,  159. 

Artillery     Changes    in     1887,     Military 
Authority  Responsible  for — Reduc- 
tion of  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
Qh.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  Feb.  22,  791. 

Contracts,  See  Army. 

Inventions 

Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finder, 
See  that  Title, 

Submitting  to  Committee  —  Precau- 
tions against  Pirating 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  2.t,  925. 

Officers  for  South   Africa  refused  inter- 
views with  the  Military  Secretary 
(J.  Mr-  Bainbiidge ;  A.  Sir.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Ftb.  20,  1086. 

Reorganisation     Committee,     Dissolving, 
and    Appointment   of    New    Com- 
mittee, proposal 
Q.  Captain  Norton;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Fd>.  20,  569. 

War  News,  Communicating  to  the  Public, 
Delay  in 
Q.  Mr.   Billson ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  22,  784. 

Earlier  and  fuller  Official  Informa- 
tion, Restrictions  on  War  Corre- 
Hyondents,  e^c< 

,  Q.  Ifcx.  \n«&L\  A.  Mi.  Wynd- 
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Wax  Ships 

See  Navy — Ships  and  Shipbuilding. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  0.  [Stafford,  Lichfield] 

Army — Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Government  Proposals,  Feb.  19, 
42«. 

Eighth  Division,  Embarkation,  Mar.  2, 
1519. 

Militia — Bounties  on  re-enlistment,  Mar. 
2,  1520. 

Strand  Post  Office,  Delay  in  Completing, 
Feb.  22,  859. 

Supply— Discussions  on  Army  and  Navy 
Estimates,  Feb.  15,  118. 

Warrant  Officers 

Militia  Sergeant  Majors 

Q.  Mr.   G.  Lawson;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  15,  76. 

Wason,  Mr.  £.  [Clackmannan  and  Kinross] 

Cyclist  Volunteer  Corps,  Encouragement 
of,  Feb.  15,  157. 

South  African  War,  Feb.  15,  157. 

London  Scottish   Rifle  Volunteers — 
Equipment  Expenses,  Feb.  16,  220. 

Waste  Land  Ordinances 

See  Ceylon. 

Water  Supply 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 
Public  Drinking  Water  supplied  by  Com- 
panies and  others— Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Cornwallis ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin. 
Feb.  23,  930. 

Watertube  Boilers 
See  Navy— Boilers. 

Waterloo  and  City  Railway 

Inferior  Management  and  Accommodation 
Q.   Mr.   Keswick;    A.    Mr.   Ritchie, 
Mar.  1,  1443. 

Ways  and  Means 

South  African  War  (£13,000,000)  Com- 
mittee, Feb.  10,  315— Report,  Feb. 
19,  493. 

Consolidated  Fund  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Weather  Forecasts 

Telegraphing  to  Post  Offices  in  Country 
Districts  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  23,  937. 

Webster    Sir  R.  E-— Attorney-General  [Isle 
of  WightJ 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction,  Extension  of 
—Legislation,  Feb.  22,  813. 
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;  Webster,  Sir  R.  E.— cont. 
:         London     Government     Acts  —  Borough 
Qualification  for  Mayors  Rnd  Aldermen, 
]  Feb  22,  814. 

Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Ireland,  Repeal  of 
!  Acts  prohibiting,  Mar.  1,  1451. 

1  Wedderburn,  Sir  W.  [Banffshire] 
1  India 

Famine 

Land    Revenues,  Remission   and 
Suspension    of,   Feb.    22,  802 ; 
Mar.  1,  1427. 
Loan,    Guaranteeing    in    India, 

Feb.  22,  801. 
Number  of   Deaths  from— Fort- 
nightly Reports,  Feb.  22,  801. 
Treasury  Grant  proposed,  Feb.  15, 
89. 
Telegraphic    Rates—  Reduction    pro- 
posed, Mar.  1,  1427. 

Wei-hai-wei 

Naval  Depot,  Coal  Stoie,  etc. — A*..** 
Wei-hai-wei  a  Gibraltar 
Os.  Sir  J.   Colomb,    Feb.    27,    1232; 
Mar.  2,  1569  ;  Admiral  Field,  Mar. 
2,  1571  ;  Captain  Sinclair,  1572. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  O.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Afforestation  of  Crofting  Areas  in  the 
Highlands,  Feb.  20,  580. 

Africa. — British  Central  Africa 

Arming  Troops  with  Modern  Rifles, 
Feb.  19,  373  ;  Feb.  22,  898,  901,  908  ; 
Feb.  23,  928  ;  Mar.  2,  1577. 
British  Central  African  Rifles,  Mis- 
conduct of,  Feb.  27,  1214. 
Hut  Tax,  Cost  of  Collection,  Form  of 
Payment,  etc.,  Feb.  26,  1093. 

Malarial  Commission  Report — Estab- 
lishment of  Sanatorium  in  Shire 
Highlands,  Feb.  19,  374. 

Nyassa  Railway,  Delay  in  Construc- 
tion, Feb.  19,  375. 

Nyassa  and  Tanganyika  Lakes, 
Anglo  -  German  Boundary  Com- 
mission, Feb.  23,  928. 

Rubber  Trade  Regulations,  Feb.  23, 
928. 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  the  Regular  ana 
Auxiliary  Forces,  Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  15, 183. 

Borneo,  British  North— Mat  Salleh,  Ex- 
pedition against,  Feb.  23,  929  ;  Mar.  2, 
1604. 

Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finder 
Action  of  the  War  Ottioe,  Feb.  15,  75. 

Trials  at  Gibraltar,  Feb.  26,  1089. 

Business  of  the  House,  Feb.  26,  1110. 

Cowdenbeath  Borough  Commissioner^ 
Election,  Feb.  £3,*&. 

Batons,  Feb.  I9,*e\\  Fd>.  3rt,V**»  % 
V&taitam,  Feb.  26^^*-  *  ^nfc. 


Wei— Wha] 


INDEX. 
Feb.  15— Mar.  2. 


[VoLT9. 


Weir  Mr.  J.  O.— cont. 

Edinburgh— Sasine  Office  Employes,  Feb. 

26,  1099. 
Fishermen's   Dwellings  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis,  Erecting,  Feb.  15,  87. 

Harbour  Works  and  the  Congested  Dis-  i 
tricts  Board,  Feb.  SO,  581. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifles  —  Defective  Sights, 
Feb.  16,  308. 

Light  Railways  in  Highlands  of  Scotland 
—Treasury  Grant,  proposed,  Feb.  15,  92. 

Ludgate  Hill  Railway  Station  Improve- 
ment, Delay  in  carrying  out,  Feb.  $0, 
580. 

Maltese  Law  Court* — Substituting  Eng- 
lish for  Italian  Language,  Feb.  27,  1212  ; 
Mar.  2,  1604. 

Metropolitan  Underground  Railway  — 
Electric  Traction  on,  Feb.  15,  86. 

Naval  Guns,  Manufacture  and  Supply  of, 
etc.,  Feb.  27,  1289. 

Poultry  Breeding  in  the  Highlands — 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Feb.  19,  382. 

Railways — Brake  System  of  Communica- 
tion, llailway  Companies  Adopting,  Feb. 
15,  85. 

Salmon  Fishing,  Sale  of  Crown  Rights, 
Mar.  2,  1605. 

Seaforth  Highlander*'  Quarters  at  Ding- 
wall, Feb.  Iff,  373. 

South  African  War 

Financial  Proposals  —  Closure  of 
Debate,  Motion  to  Report  Progress, 
Feb.  16,  330. 

Maedonald's,  Gen.,  Wound— Nature 
of  Wound,  Feb.  21,  920. 

Magersfontein  Engagement — Inquiry 
into  the  Disaster  to  the  Highland 
Brigade,  Feb.  16,  308. 

Teeth  of  Elementary  School  Children, 
Inspection  of  by  Dentists,  Feb.  26,  1101. 

Trawling  in  Moray  Firth 

Foreign  Trawlers,  Feb.  27,  1214  ;  Mar.  \ 
2,  1604. 

Names  and  Nationality  of  Trawlers, 
Feb.  20,  581. 

Sunday  Trawling,  Free  .Church  Pres- 
bytery of  Lewis  Resolutions,  Feb. 
15,  88. 

Vivisection— London  University  College 
Physiological  Lal>oratory,  Feb.  26,  1098. 

War  Office  and  Inventions— Precautions 
against  Pirating,  etc.,  Feb.  23,  925. 

Zanzibar— Line  of  Steamers  from  London  i 
to  Zanziliar,  Feb.  23,  993. 


Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroad* 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  20,  552. 
1R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Feb.  19r 
341;  Feb.  27,  1185. 

Welsh  Coal 
See  Coal. 


Welby,  Colonel  [Taunton] 

Army  Corps,  Definition  of  —  Misunder- 
standings caused  by  Military  Phrase- 
ology, alleged,  Feb.  20,  571. 

Regimental  Titles— Secondary  Titles  and 
the  Casualty  Lists  from  SouU\  Africa, 
Feb.  23,<m  ;  Feb.  27,  \OTI. 

Taunton  Corporation  W\\\,  $fc.%  Mar. 
1517. 
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Welshpool 

Telegraphic     Arrangements — Report     of 
Inquiry 
Q.  Colonel  Pryce-Jones ;  A .  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  1,  1444. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Militia  Ballot— Compulsory  Service,  Feb. 
20,  504. 

Wenlock,  Lord 

Rifle  Ranges  for  Volunteers,  Feb.  19,  349. 
Short  Range  Shooting  Galleries,  Mar. 

1,  1372. 
Military  Proi>osals  of  the  Government — 

Supply  of  large  Guns,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  22. 

West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  :27,  1185. 

West  Ham  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 

Petition  for  Additional  Provision,  Feb* 
20,  552  ;  Feb.  26,  1060. 

West  Indies 

Jamaica,  See  that  Title. 
Mails,  Delay  in  Delivery  of  Mails  from 
West  Indies— "  Tagus  " 
Q.  Mr.  Hoare  ;  A.  Mr.  Han  bury,  Mar* 

2,  1528. 

Sugar  Bounties — Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  16,  1092. 

Westgate  and  Birchington  Water  Bill 
/.  2R.»  Feb.  22,  766. 

Committed,  Mar.  1,  1349. 
Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.   16r 
193. 

Wetherby  District  Water  Bill 

c.2R.*  Feb.  21,  701. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Feb.  16r 
215. 

Wexford  Militia 

Refusing  to  go  to  the  Front,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhani* 
Feb.  20,  569. 

Wharton,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  L.   [York,   W.R. 
RiponJ 

V         3%xoaaon  Raid,  Re -opening  Inquiry,  pro- 
\  ^w*& — ^&»&sts&c^  <a  the   Colonial 
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SESSION   1900. 
Feb.  15— Mar.  2. 


[Wha-Wil 


TOieat 

National  Reserve  of  Breadstuff's  | 

Q.   Mr.  Seton-Karr  ;   A.   Mr.  A.   J.  i 

Balfour,  Feb.  27,  1204.  I 

IThisky  in  Bond  I 

Deficient    Whisky    in    Strength,    etc.—  I 

Liability  of  Owner  to  pay  Dnty  on  j 

Deficiency  ' 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Hanhury,  ; 

Feb.  20,  576.  I 

i 

WThitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  Bill 

Standing  Orders,  Feb.  19,  341  ;  Feb.  26,  ' 
1041.  I 

WThiteley,  Corporal  1 

Heroism  in  the  Field— Recommending  for  ' 
Victoria  Cross,  etc.  I 

Q.    Mr.   P.   O'Brien  ;  A.    Mr.  -J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  26,  1084.  j 

"Whitmore,  Mr.  C.  A.  [Chelsea]  j 

London  Government  Act — Borough  Quali-  ] 

fication  for  Mayors  and  Aldermen,  Feb.  \ 

22-  813.  ! 


IVidnes  and  Runcorn  Bridge  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,  355. 


Wild  Animals 

Public     Exhibitions,    Local     Authorities 
Bv-laws 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  I 
Ridley,  Feb.  2.3,  930. 

Williams,  Mr.  0-  [Notts.,  Mansfield]  ( 

Ash  Wednesday— Sitting  of  the  House,  ! 

Feb.  27,  1226.  j 

Census,  Instructions  for  taking — Laying  ' 

before  Parliament,  Feb.  23,  932.  ! 

Indicator  of  Debate,  Placing  in  Tea  ; 
Room,  Feb.  15,  84. 

"Williams,  Mr-  J.  P- — Financial  Secretary  to  '• 
the  War  Office  [Birmingham,  S.] 

Army  Estimates— Date  upon  which  Esti- 
mates will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members,  j 
Mar.  1,  1422.  > 

British  Central  African  Rifles,  Misconduct  j 
of — Authority  Responsible  for  sending  i 
Battalion  to  Mauritius,  Mar.  2,  1526. 

Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finder,  j 
Trials  at  Gibraltar,  Feb.  26,  1089.  I 

"Cadet    Battalion     King's     Royal    Rifles,  I 
Issuing  Lee-Metford  Rifles  for  full  Estab- 
lishment, proposed,  Mar.  1,  1422. 

■Cadet    Corps,     Formation    of,    proposed, 

Feb.  20,  1088. 

Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operative  Society, 
Number  of  Officers  on  Active  service 
connected  with,  Feb.  /5,i78. 

Canteen  Contracts,  Ireland — Freedom  as 
to  Local  Contracts,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  79 ; 
Feb.  .:*,  79r>. 

Cidenmn,  William,  Crimean  Veteran,  Feb.  \ 

/7,  77. 
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I  Williams,  Mr.  J.  P.—  cent. 

Contracts 

Camp  Bedsteads — War  Office  Pattern, 
Feb.  9,  369. 

Lyddite  Shell  —  Messrs.  Firth  and 
Son  and  the  Fair  Wage  Clause, 
Feb.  22,  789. 

Return,  Mar.  2,  1524. 

South  African  War,  Stores  and  Sup- 
plies—Condemned Stores,  Publish  - 
mgNames  of  Contractors  and  Officers 
Responsible  for,  Feb.  2$,  923  ;  Feb. 
27,  1201. 

Enniskillen  Barracks,  Reconsidering  de- 
cision to  remove  Headquarters  from 
Enniskillen,  Mar.  1,  U22. 

Ex-Soldiers  joining  the  Colours  for  one 
year— Age  Limit,  Feb.  26,  1085. 

Infantry  Officers,  Conditions  of  rejoining, 
Mar.  2,  1522. 

Militia 

Bounties  on  Re-enlistment,  Mar.  i, 
1520. 

Irish  Regiments 

Clare  Militia,  Mar.  1,  1421. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains,  Mar. 
1,  1420. 

Selection  of  Battalions  for  Active 
Service,  Mar.  1,  1419. 

Netley  Hospital— Medical  Corps,  Hours  of 
Duty,  etc.,  Mar.  2, 1521. 

Officers  for  the  Front,  Interviews 
with  Military  Secretaries  refused, 
Feb.  J6, 1086. 

Ordnance  Factory  Accounts,  Publishing 
Details  of  War  Material,  etc.,  Feb.  jtL 
1089. 

Patriotic  Fund  Commission— Pensions  and 
Retiring  Allowances,  Feb.  15,  77. 

Re-joining  the  Colours— Twelve  Years 
Men  serving  on,  for  Pension,  Mar.  1 
1418. 

Rifle  Range:;— Machynlleth  Site,  Fib.  jt;m 
1088. 

Salisbury  Plain— Purchase  of  Land  for 
Manoeuvring  Grounds,  Estate  Duty 
Mar.  ..',  1523.  J' 

South  African  War 

Adjutants  of  Auxiliary  Forces, 
Releasing  for  Service,  Mar.  1,  1419. 

Armament  Pay—  Maxim-Nordenfeldt 
Batteries  Officers  Volunteering  for 
the  Front,  Mar.  7,  1417. 

Boer  Spies,  Arrest  of  Yeomen  on 
Charge  of  being  Spies,  Mar.  /,  1416. 

Casualties— Total  Number  up  to  Feb. 
24,  Feb.  .26,  1083. 

Cronje,    CtansraX,   *.w&  \\\*»    ^*xs£\^> 
T rata\\«i&  <A,  Mar .  1 ,  WW. 

\taeva.  Mar.  ^WVb. 


INDEX. 
Feb.  Id— Mar.  2. 


Wil— Winl 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  P.— cow*. 
South  African  War — ront. 
Guns 

British  and  Boer  Guns,  Informa- 
tion with  reference  to,  Feb.  26 
1087. 

Guns  Supplied  to  the  Boer*  Pre- 
vious to  the  War  —  Messrs. 
Vickere  and  Sons,  Mar.  1,  1416. 

Separation  Allowance,  Amount  of, 
and  Amount  of  Allotment  Pay, 
etc,,  Mar.  1,  1418. 

Tasmanian  Contingent  —  Recom- 
mending Corporal  Whitelcy  for  the 
Victoria  Cross,  Feb.  26,  1084. 

Traction  Engines,  Feb.  26,  1085. 

Transport  Wagons,  Colonial  Offers, 
Feb.  19,  369. 

Wire  Cutters  for  the  Troops,  Mar.  1, 
1417. 

Undress    Uniforms   for    Active    Service 

—  Khaki    and    Grey    Uniforms,    Feb. 

26,  1087. 
Veterinary      Department — Number      of 

Civilian  Surgeons  in  South  Afrcia.  etc., 

Feb.  26,  1086. 

Volunteers 

.Enlistment  Regulations— A ge  Limit 
and  Previous  Service  with  the 
Regulars,  etc.,  Mar.  1,  1418. 

Officers'  Outfit  Allowance,  Feb.  26,  I 
1088.  | 

Welsh  Coal  Riots — Employment  of  Troops,  ! 
Question  of  Incidence  of  Cost,  etc.,  i 
Feb.  15,  79.  | 

Woolwich  County  Council  Election,  j 
Allowing  Time  for  Government  Work-  t 

men  to  Vote,  Feb.  22,  803.  I 

i 

Woolwich  Ordnance  Factory— Pay  of  ; 
Foremen,  etc.,  Mar.  2,  1523.  I 

Yeomanry  : 

Equipment  of — Differences  in  Colour  i 
of  Greatcoats  and  Horse-rugs,  ; 
Feb.  1,1,  71. 

Treatment  of,  at  Colchester  Camp,  i 
Mar.  2,  1520. 

Willoughby,  Sir  J. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  Proposal  of  re- 
opening Inquiry  into  the  Jameson  Raid, 
Feb.  20,  608,  612,  645,  646,  656,  657,  659. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  Havelock  [Middlesbrough] 
Navy— First   Lord's    Statement  —  RoyaE 
Naval  Reserve,  etc.,  Feb.  27,  1261. 

Seamen 

Able-bodied  Seamen 

Proof  of    Qualification,  Feb.  27, 

1217. 
Signing   on     incompetent    men,. 

Feb.   23,    1007,   1029;  Mar,   2, 

1607. 

Accommodation  for  Foreign  Seamen 
on  Board,  Insufficient  Accom 
modation,  etc. 

Charges  against  British  India 
Steamship  Company,  Feb.  23, 
996. 

Lvcania,  Feb.  19,  380. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamer*, 
etc.,  Feb.  22,  806;  Feb.  23, 
1003,  1034  ;  Mar.  1,  1444  ;  Mar. 
2,  1608. 

Agreements — Foreign  Crews  and  the 
Question  of  Interpreting  Agree- 
ment*, Feb.  19,  379  ;  Feb.  23, 1017 ; 
Mar.  2,  1612. 

Continuous  Discharges,  Feb.  23,  1015. 
—Committee,  Feb.  23.  807. 

Crimping  in  United  Stated  Ports- 
Charges  against  New  York  Consular 
Shipping  Office,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  806  ; 
Feb.  23, 996, 1009, 1034  ;  Mar.  2, 1606. 

Discharge  of  Seamen  at  Foreign  Ports, 
Feb.  23,  1013 ;  Mar.  2,  1613. 

Discharge  of  British  Seamen  at 
Foreign  Ports  and  Percentage  of 
Foreigners  engaged  at,  Feb.  26r 
1096. 

Foreign  Seamen,  Employment  of  in- 
competent men,  Mar.  2,  1611. 

Transports 

Employment  of  British  Seamen,  Ad- 
miralty Regulations,  Feb.  22,  778. 

Houston  Company  Contracts,  Feb.  19, 
360  ;  Feb.  27,  1268. 


Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge    Tramways  Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  2,  1515. 

Chaplains — Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  for 
the  Navy,  Mar..  2,  1563. 


Willox,  Sir  J.  A.  [Liverpool,  Everton] 

South    Lancashire  Tramways    Bill,    2r., 
Aiar.  2,  1514. 

Wilson,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Norfolk,  Mid]  j 

Foot  and    Mouth    Disease    Regulations, 
Feb.  20,  583  ;  Mar.  i,  1434. 


I  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Durham,  Mid] 

!         Coroners'  Inquests— Consulting  Coroners' 
Opinions,  Feb.  22,  800. 

Mines  [Eight   Hours]  Bill,  2R.,  Feb.  2Sr 
1318,  1319,  1322,  1327,  1329,  1337,  1338. 


Wine 


Militia  Battalion*  \u\ab\e  to  oVAauti  \JvVta  \ 
Practice  before  Dev&ttuTfe  iox  ^ox&XxA 
Africa,  alleged,  Feb.  20,  m*. 
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Wire  Cutters 

Supplv  to  the  Trooiw  in  South  Africa 
if.   Mr.  S.  Montagu;    A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1,  1417. 


SESSION    1900. 
Feb.  Id— Mar.  2. 

[  Workhouses 
Ireland 


[Wir-WyL 


Wirrall  Railway  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  23,  910. 

Committed,  Mar.  2,  1510. 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  20, 
501. 

Withington  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
/.  2R.*  Feb.  16,  195. 
Committed,  Feb.  23,  911. 

Wolverhampton,  Essington,  and  Cannock 
Chase  Junction  Railway  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  551. 

Women's  Suffrage 

Parliamentary    Franchise    (Extension   to 
Women)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Woodbridge  District  Water  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Feb.  19,355. 

Woodhouse,  Sir  J.  T.  [Huddersiield] 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
1,  1386,  1393,  1406. 

Woodlands 

Rating  of  Woodlands,  Sec  that  Title. 

Woods,  Mr.  S.  [Essex,  W&lttatmstow] 

Government  Workman's  Pensions,  Deduc- 
tion from  Wage*,  alleged,  Feb,  2ft,  576. 

Mines  (Eight   Bfottlti)   Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  28, 
1336,  1337,  1338,  1339. 

Wool  Trade 

South    African     War— Transhipment   of 
Wool  from  Delagoa  Bay  in  German 
Vessels 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  26,  1083. 

Woolwich 

College— Unsuccessful    Candidates,    Ad- 
mission of 
Q.    Admiral   Field :   A.   Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  22,  792. 

County    Council     Klection,    Government 
Workmen,  Allowing  Time  to  Vote 
QL    Cftpt    Norton      A.   Mr.    J.    P. 
Willuiina,  Feb.  22,  803. 

Orilnanre  Factory  —  Pay  of  Foremen 
y.    Cajit.    Bowie* |    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
William?,  Mftr*  tt  if>22. 

Worcester 

Corporation,    application    for  Powers  as 
Overseers  under  Local  Government 
Act 
Q.  Mr.  Alhopp;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb. 
J./,  031. 

Ill 


Bel  mullet  Union    Clerk— Compensa- 
tion for  Diminution  of  Salary 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  15,  99. 

Seliool  Teachers—Disparity  of  Income 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson* 
Feb.  15,  96. 

Shillelagh  Union— Night  Nurse  for- 
Infirmary,  Refusal  to  Sanction. 
Appointment  of  Untrained 
Nurse 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr..  At- 
kinson, Feb.  22,  815. 

Religious  Ministration — Workhouses  with- 
out Chaplains,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Talbot;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb.. 
27,  1218. 


Workington  Railways  and  Docks  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Feb.  20,  501. 

Committed,  Feb.  27,  1182. 

Workmen's  Compensation 
Extension  of  Act,  proposed 

Agricultural     Labourers  —  Farmers'' 
Iiiftirniice  Premium?,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Lloyd;   J.    Sir  M.   W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  20,  577- 

Casual  Labourers,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Provand  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Feb.  iJ,  83. 

Seamen 

Q.  Mr.  Provand  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.. 
Ridley,  Feb.  1,1,  83. 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  BilL 
c.  1R.*  Feb.  16,  239. 

Workmen's  Shelters 

Institution    of— Dublin   Trades    Council! 
Resolution 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.   Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar. 
1,  1442. 

Workmen's  Trains 

Cheap  Trains  Bill,  See  that  Title. 


Works 

First    Commissioner    of 
Hon.  Akers-Douglas. 


Works  —  Right 
[Sheffield, 


Wortley,  Bight  Hon.   a  B.  S 

Hallam] 

Armour  Plates  for  Naval  Ships,  Manufac- 
ture and  Supply  of— Sheffield  Firms, 
Feb.  27,  1243. 

Contraband  of  War— Delagoa  Bay,  etc., 
Mr.  Potts  and  the  Empreza  Africana 
Company,  Feb.  22,  780,  781,  782. 

Wylie,  Tfix.  A.\]D\im\^^\^\\^ 

Volunteer*  —  VtiKitarg   ^\«&a>\stf»  ^  ^* 
GoveTTiwifcTYt,  Feb.  lo»VS^» 
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Army    Corps, 
571. 


Definition 


Secretory  far 
of,    Feb.    20, 


Artillery 

Changes  in  1887— Reduction  of  Horse 
Artillery,  Military  Authority  Re- 
sponsible for,  Feb.  15,  69  ;  Feb.  22, 
783.' 

[Efficiency  and  Sufficiency,  Military 
Officer  Responsible  for,  Feb.  22, 
791. 

Reserve  of  Officers,  Employment  of, 
in  Formation  of  New  Battalions, 
Feb.  19,  367. 

British  Central  African  Rifle** 

Arming  with  Modern  Rifles,  Feb.  19, 
373. 

Misconduct  in  Mauritius,  Feb.  20, 
510 ;  Feb.  27,  1214. 

[Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finder, 
Action  of  the  War  Office,  Feb.  15,  75. 

•Clothing  Department,  Establishment  of 
Branch  in  Ireland  proposal,  Feb.  2,%  926. 

'Commissions  for  Public  Schools — Scottish 
Schools,  Feb.  22,  792. 

•Compulsory  Military  Service,  Feb.  15,  182. 

Estimates  —  Supplementary  Estimates, 
Details  of  Expenditure,  Feb.  15,  73. 

<Guns 

Disappearing  Gun-Mountings, />&.  22, 
784. 

Maxim- Nordenf eld t  Quick-firing  one- 
pounder  Guns  for  Troops  in  South 
Africa,  Feb.  W,  220. 

New  Batteries,  Guns  for,  Feb.  15,  68. 

Vickers-Maxim      Quick-firing     Gun,  \ 
Effectiveness  of,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Boers— Offer  of    Gun  to  the  War 
Office,  etc.,  Feb.  15,  68. 

TCorses,  Purchase  of,  in  Ireland,  etc.,  Feb. 
20,  565  ;  Feb.  33,  926. 

Household  Cavalry,  Proposed  Abolition  of 
the  Cuirass,  Feb.  16,  222. 

Hutton,  Major-General — Resignation  of 
Canadian  Command,  Reasons  for,  Feb. 
30,661. 

Inventions  and  the  War  Office — Preven- 
tion against  Pirating,  Feb.  S3,  .926. 

King's  Own  Lancaster  Regiment  at 
Singapore,  Removal  to  England,  pro- 
posed, Feb.  27, 1209. 

Mark  IV.  Ammunition,  Failure  of,  at 
Bisley,  Feb.  15,  76. 

Medical  Corps— Maximum  Standard  of 
Height,  Feb.  33,  786. 

Medical  Staff  Organisation  for  Militia, 
Yeoman ry  and  Volunteers,  Feb.  20,  570. 

Militia 

Artillery,  Embodiment-,  raopa&fe&— 
Scarcity  of  OtRceta,  Feb.  20,5ft& 
Feb.  ..'/\12U&. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  Q.—c<mt. 
Militia— cont. 

Channel  Islands  Militia,  Position  of, 
Feb.  37, 1210. 

Deputy-Lieutenants  and  Enlistment 
of  Militiamen,  Feb.  20,  571. 

Foreign  Service,  Volunteers  for— 
Form  of  Attestation  on  Enlistment. 
Feb.  20,  567. 

Irish  Militia  and  the  South  African 
War 
Allowances       to       Militiamen's 
Wives,  etc.,  Feb.  10,  304. 

Compulsory  Volunteering,  alleged, 
Feb.  15,  63 ;  Feb.  10,  305  ;  F<b. 
19,  368 ;  Feb.  30,  568  ;  Feb.  33, 
785  ;  Feb.  27,  1206. 

North  Cork  Militia,  Condition  of 
Volunteering  for  Foreign  Ser- 
vice— Complaint  as  to  Em- 
barkation Rules,  etc.,  Feb.  in. 
365. 

Wexford  Militia,  Insufficient 
Number  of  Men  Volunteering/ 
Feb.  20, 569. 

Officers— Pay,  Gratuities,  and  Pen- 
sions, Feb.  33,  793. ' 

Rate  of  Pay  of  Militiamen  x>n  Em- 
bodiment, Feb.  30,  566. 

Rifle  Practice  for  Militia  Battalions- 
Range  Accommodation,  etc,  Feb. 
20,  567. 

Sergeant-Majors  as  Warrant  <  )fficers, 
Feb.  15,  76. 

Netley    Hospital  —  Wooden    Fornix    in 
Dining  Halls,  Feb.  33,  787. 

Recruits 

Standard,  Reduction,  Feb.  10,  223. 

Under  Age  Recruits,  Feb.  22,  79o. 
Regular    Troops,     Number    of    Regular 
Troops  at  Home— Return,  Feb.  19,  364. 
Rejoining  the  Colours 

Serving  on  for  Pension,  Feb.  *fi,  .170. 

Status  of  Infantry  Reserve  Officers, 
Feb.  22,  794. 

Reserve  Squadrons — Replacing  Ca*ualtie> 

in  Service  Squadrons,  Feb.  27,  1208. 
Rifle  Ranges 

Cheshire,  Feb.  27,  1211. 

Grants  to  Corporations  and  Local 
Authorities,  etc.,  Feb.  27,  1210. 

Number  acquired  by  Volunteer  Cor]* 
and  County  and  Borough  Council."1 
under  Act  of  1891,  Feb.  16,  223. 

Opening  Closed  Ranges  Proposal. 
Feb.  15, 180. 

Russell  Shooting  Director,  Official  Trial*. 
etc.,  Feb.  15,  75. 

•fit.  George's  Barracks    and  the  National 
Gallery — Danger  from  Fire,  Feb.  /.'>,  37H. 

Seaforth  Highlanders'   Quarters  at  Ding- 
wall,/^. 19,  374. 

V         ^erosfe  ^Qr^^j&aftjostarcASEft.^  Vu\uber  «»f 
\  vy&Sfcx%,  «&&.,¥&.  ^TOL. 
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pyndham,  Mr.  G.— cont. 

Soldiers'  Travelling  Allowances,  Feb.  16, 
221. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Spies  in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
alleged,  Feb.  15,  71 ;  Feb.  19, 367. 

Captured  Cannon — British  and  Boer 
Cannon,  Feb.  15,  67. 

Casualties 

Deaths    from    Disease,   Feb.    16, 

219. 

Regimental  Titles  —  Supplemen 
tary  Titles,  Koyal  Scots  Greys, 
Feb.  23,  921  ;  Feb.  27,  1207. 
Colonial  Forces,  Kates  of  Pay,  etc. 
Feb.  10,  474  ;  Feb.  20,  562. 

Commands  at  the  Front,  Feb.  15,  62 
Feb.  22,  782. 

Cronje,  General,  Surrender  of — Tele- 
gram from  Lord  Roberts,  Feb.  27, 
1203. 

.  Cycle  Corps,  Raising  Proposed,  Feb. 

22,  784. 
Eighth    Division  —  Preparations    for 

South  Africa,  Feb.  15,  68. 
Enslin  Engagement — Lack  of  Horse 

Artillery,  Feb.  22,  783. 

Field  Glasses,  Supply  of,  Feb.  16,  219. 

Recouping       Officers     providing 

Glasses    for  N.C.O.  and  Men, 

Feb.  20,  562. 

Gifts  for  the  Troops— Customs  Duties, 
Feb.  15,  72. 

Helmets — Middlesex  Regiment  Equip 
ment,  Feb.  27,  1206. 

Imperial  and  Colonial  Troops,  Num- 
ber, etc.,  Feb.  20,  564. 

Irish  Nationalist  Members  Sym 
pathies  with  the  Hoers,  Feb.  15, 
177  ;  Feb.  19,  472. 

Irish  Soldiers  and  Wearing  of  the 
Shamrock  on  St.  Patrick's  Day, 
Feb.  20,  563. 

London  Scottish  Rille  Volunteers- 
Equipment  Expenses,  Feb.  16,  220. 

Maintenance  of  Soldiers'  Mothers, 
Feb.  27,  1208. 

Methuen's,  Lord,  Force,  Officers'  In- 
subordination alleged,  Feb.  20,  561. 

Militia,  See  that  Sub-heading. 

Natives,  Arming,  Feb.  19,  475. 

News  from  the  War,  Publication  of, 
Feb.  15,  73 ;  Feb.  22,  785. 

Nursing  Orderlies,  Proportion  to  Num- 
ber of  Patients,  Feb.  !2,  786. 
Officers 

Deficiency  of    Cavalry    Officer*, 
alleged  —  Vacancies    tilled    up 
from  Reserve  of   Officers  and 
Yeomanry,  Feb.  20,  563. 
Equipment — Purchase    of    Uni- 
forms which  cannot  be  used  on 
Active  Service,  Feb.  20,  564. 
Staff    Officers,    Allowances     to 
Wives  of  Officer*  at  the  Front, 
Fed.  Jo,  69. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  Q.—cont. 

South  African  War— cont. 

Parcels  for  the  Troops,  Delay  in 
Delivery,  Feb.  27,  1206. 

Postal  Rates  on  Gifts  to  the  Troops, 
Feb.  22,  788. 

Property  —  Destruction  of  Private 
Property  by  British  Troops,  alleged, 
Feb.  22,  783. 

Refreshments  for  Troops  before  Em- 
barkation at  Queenstown,  Feb.  16, 
221. 

Separation  Allowance 

Maniage  without  Leave,  Feb.  22, 

788. 

Reservists'  Wives  and  Children, 
Feb.  20,  365. 

Transport  Arrangements  in  South 
Africa,  Feb.  15,  176. 

U  it  landers  and  Citizens  from  Natal 
and  Cape  Colony  Serving  with 
British  Forces,  Number  of,  Feb.  20, 
561. 

Women  and  Children  in  Besieged 
Town,  Feb.  27,  1205. 

Strengthening  and    Improving  Organisa- 
tion   of    Regular     and    Auxiliary 
Forces— Government  Proposals 
Colonial  Participation,  Proposed,  Feb. 
19,  364. 

Criticism  on,  Feb.  15, 175. 

Surgeons — Civil  Surgeons  attached  to  the 
Army,  Inserting  Names  in  Army  List, 
Feb.  27,  1207. 

Three- Year  Enlistment,  Extra  Three- 
pence a  day  Pay,  Feb.  22,  794. 

Transport  Service— Gordon  Highlanders* 
Insufficient  Transport  Accommodation, 
Feb.  20,  564. 

Underclothing  and  the  Proposed  Change 
in  the  Uniform,  Feb.  t5, 181. 

Vacant  Commissions,  Filling  up,  Feb.  S2, 

787. 

Veterinary  Commissions,  Number  of 
Vacant  Commissions,  etc.,  Feb.  22,  787. 

Volunteers 

Adjutants,  Releasing  for  Active  Ser- 
vice, Feb.  15,  70. 

Month's  Training,  etc. — Government 
Proposals,  Feb.  15,  179. 

Pay    during  Month's    Training, 


'ay    during 
Feb.  22,  927. 


Mounted  Infantry— Expenses,  Feb.  27, 
1207. 

Officers   for    the    Front— Status    of, 
Feb.  19,  367. 

Pension  Fund    Proposal — Schema  tA 
Reor^tv,Tv\fta\Aoiv,  Feb.  19,^Rfc». 

War   Office,  Ueox%iui\s^\Aaii  ^^f5^^ 
Dissolution  *nA  Xw>\x&\sv<sofc  ^  ^* 
Committee,  Feb.  20,W&« 

3  X  W»  ^ 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  G.— cont. 
Yeomanry 

Embarkation  of,  for  South  Africa, 
Feb.  15,  71. 

Equipment,  Pay,  etc.  —  Yeomanry. 
Quartered  at  Kensington  Barracks,' 
Feb.  23,  922,  923. 

Horsemanship  Test — Alleged  Fatality 
at  Belfast,  Feb.  15,  72. 
Yeomanry   and    Volunteers     Permanent 
Staffs — Replacing  Members  at  the  Front, 
Feb.  20,  569. 

Yeomanry 

Permanent  Stall*  -Replacing  Members  at 
the  Front 
Q.  (-apt.  Jessel  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb.  JO,  569. 

South  African  War— Imperial  Yeomanry 

Austrian  Horses,  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Committee  Purchase 
Q.    Mr.    P.    O'Brien;     A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  20,  565. 

Belfast     Yeomanry,     Horsemanship 
Test,  alleged  Fatality 
Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan;  A.  Sir.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  71. 

Boer  Spies  in,  Arrests  of,  alleged 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  71;  Feb. 
19,  367  :  Feb.  22,  785  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
H  or  wood,  Mr.  Malcolm  ;  As. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  •  Mar.  1, 
1416. 

Colchester  Camp.  Treatment  of  Yeo 
manrv  at 
Q.    Major  Rasch  ;  A.   Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  2,  1520. 

Embarkation 

Q.  Mr.  Hobhouse  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15 ,  71. 

Equipment — Difference  in   Colour  of 
Great  Coats  and  Horse  Rugs 
Q.  Mr.  R.  Cooke  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  15,  70. 

Equipment,    Pav,    etc.  —  Yeomanry 

Quartered       at        Kensington 

Barracks 

Qs.  Dr.  Farquharson  ;  Mr.Yoxall; 

As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  I'cb.  £?,922. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisation 
of    the  Auxiliary  Forces — Govern- 
Proposals 
Inadequate  Proposals-Debate  [Lords], 
Feb.  15,  13. 

Medical  Stall'  Arrangements  etc 

Q.  Dr.  Farquharson  :  .1.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Fth.  2",  570. 

Yerburgh,  Mr.  R.  A.  lChe*tei] 

Cheshire  Rifle  Ranger,  Feb.  27,  1210. 

Military   Proposals  of    the  Government, 
Feb.  16,  282. 


Militia  Service  in  ftritiaU  C\>Vn\tes,  frV/i.  ii^ 

797.  \ 

Mounted  Infantry  Yo\util«ftta— &*v«ii*fc*, 
Feb.  27,  1207. 
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Yerburgh,  Mr.  B.  A.— cont. 

South  African  War,  Feb.  16,  281. 

Boer  Invasion  of  Zululand— Policy  of 
Employing  South  African  Natives 
or  Indian  Native  Troops,  Feb.  15, 
57. 

Young,  Com*.  [Berkshire,  Wokingham] 

Navy — First  Lord's  Statement,  Training 
Squadron  v.  Cruisers,  etc.,/V6.  26, 1161. 

Young,  Mr.  S.  [Cavan,  E.] 

Agricultural  Education,  Ireland — Estab- 
lishment of  Model  Farms  and  Agricul- 
tural Schools  in  North  of  Ireland,  Feb. 

22,  818. 

Ogilby's  Estate  —  Haising  Rents  on 
Tenant's   Improvements,  etc.,  Feb.   22, 

818: 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill 

I.  1R.*  Feb.  22,  766. 

Yoxall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [.Nottingham,  W.] 

Board  of  Education— Consultative  Com- 
mittee^ Constitution  and  Functions  of, 
Feb.  20,  1102. 

Civil  Sen-ice  Clerks,  Medical  Examina- 
tion on  Promotion  to  Second  Division, 
Feb.  16,927. 

Field  Glasses,  Supply  of,  for  Troops  at  the 
Front,  Feb.  16,  219. 

Maxim  -  Nordenfeldt  Quick-firing  One- 
pounder  Guns,  Feb.  16,  220. 

Prison  Officers'  Pensions — Petition  for 
Augmentation,  Feb.  16,  226. 

Yeonianrv,  Imperial — Equipment,  Pay, 
etc,jft%.  23,  922. 

Zanzibar 

Slavery  on  the  Mainland,  etc. 
Papers  relating  to 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  2,  1527. 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  Feb.  23,  994. 

Steamers  —  Establishment   of    Line    of 
Steamers     lietween     London     and 
Zanzibar 
Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Feb. 
#,  992. 

Zululand 

Arming  of  the  Natives 

Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Feb.  19,  467;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  475. 

J  Joer  Invasion 

British  Troops  despatched  from  Natal 
Q.   Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;   A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  *>,  558. 

Policy  of  Employing    South   African    or 
Indian  Native  Troops 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four,  Feb.  15,  57. 

i         Vwvvmou  made  for  Zulus  to  defend  them- 
\  *j&n«* 


